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MY FRIEND JUST
BECAME A CHRISTIAN
- YAY! NOW WHAT?
Gary Millar,
Principal of the Queensland
Theological College

T

here are few things more exciting than
seeing a friend being brought to new
life in the Lord Jesus Christ! It’s often
the culmination of months and years of
praying, asking and answering questions,
despairing, persevering and generally stressing about
the fact that he/she hasn’t yet had her eyes opened to
the beauty of our God, Father, Son and Spirit, through
the gospel. The problem is that for all this time, we
have been focused on one thing – that moment when
God works in our friend’s life to enable them to trust
the Lord Jesus – so much so that when they do take
that step, it can leave us feeling slightly wrongfooted
and even panicky – ‘err… OK, that’s brilliant….
(BUT WHAT DO I DO NOW?)’
I think there are four key things we want to help new
Christians to do…
Get established
The first thing that needs to happen when sinners
come to know Christ is that they need to get
established. By that I mean that they need to grasp
the significance and implications of what God has
done in uniting them to Christ by faith, and to make
sure that they have understood the basic ‘building
blocks’ of Christianity. So, for example, it’s vital to
get the fact that God is Trinity; that he has drawn us
into a relationship with him; that he has changed us,
is changing and will change us (and will never let us
go); that we are now part of the church, the ‘body of
Christ’ and that from now on, every part of our lives is
to be lived under Christ’s authority. And how does this
happen? I think it is very important for new Christians
to meet up with someone - like you! - to work through
these key areas during the first few weeks and months
of their Christian life.
Get connected
As important as it us for you (or someone else) to meet
one to one with a new believer, in the long term it is
even more important for them to be connected with
a local church – somewhere where the Bible is clearly
explained and the gospel clearly taught and applied,
and where there are people to be encouraged by and
to encourage. Christianity is a ‘team sport’, and even
though we come to faith as ‘individuals’, it’s important
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to realise that as soon as we trust Jesus, we come
part of his family. Sometimes for new Christians, their
first taste of church is fantastic, and they are amazed
at what they’ve been missing. At other times, it can
be really hard ‘breaking in’ to a new group - starting
to feel at home in a local church family may be a real
struggle. That’s why it’s so important that we do
everything we can to help our friend get connected.
Get into good routines
It may seem obvious, but it is very important – we
need to help new Christians get into healthy routines –
making church a priority in their week, becoming part
of a regular small group, reading the Bible every day,
thinking over how life is going, praying consistently for
God to do his gospel work in them and others… The
challenge is that many people have had no experience
whatsoever of the rhythms of the Christian life before
becoming Christians, and so all this can come as a bit
of a shock (and even seem a bit legalistic). We can
help by patiently explaining the reason behind these
patterns and encouraging our friend to stick to them.
Get ‘going’
The final way we can help new Christians is by
encouraging them to start serving others right from
the start. The primary way in which we do that (both
for other Christians as we’ll as those who don’t yet
know Christ) is by speaking the gospel into their lives,
but there are loads of other opportunities to serve
other people for the sake of Christ in the local church.
One thing we can do is gently point our friend to
those opportunities, and then help them to serve well.
That may mean helping to ‘train’ them as we explain
what’s expected of them or cheering them on or simply
encouraging them to keep going when it’s tough.
But whatever it looks like, the main thing is that we
encourage new Christians to ‘go’, by serving others as
Christ has served us.
The early days of walking with Jesus can be
challenging, exciting, bewildering and just plain hard.
That’s why we need friends to walk with us, and to
help us to get set up for the long haul, connected with
a local church, with healthy routines and a desire to
serve other people.

PREPARING
TO PREACH
Joel Radford,
Pastor of the
Drummoyne Baptist Church

A

preacher must prepare a sermon to
preach. But he must also prepare himself
to preach. Paul says: ‘Watch your life
and doctrine closely. Persevere in them,
because if you do, you will save both
yourself and your hearers’ (1 Timothy 4:16). Doctrine is
not enough. A life must match it.
So how should a preacher prepare himself? What does
a watched ‘life’ look like?
Here are eight marks that I believe are essential for
a prepared preacher.
1 The prepared preacher is converted
Unconverted ministers are not a rare occurrence.
Church history is full of them. A famous example
is John Wesley who went as a missionary to North
America to preach to unbelievers long before his own
heart was strangely warmed.
Why must a preacher be converted? A man without
faith in Christ is not prepared for anything, let alone
to preach. How can a man tell others to repent and
believe when he has not repented and believed? He is
open to the charge, ‘Physician, heal thyself’.
If you’re an unconverted preacher, forget about the rest
of my other points. Stop being a hypocrite. Repent and
come to Christ. Be prepared for eternity yourself before
you seek to prepare others for it.
2 The prepared preacher honours God’s name
We live in a digital age which encourages making name
a for yourself on the likes of Twitter and Facebook.
But people have always wanted to make a name for
themselves. The Tower of Babel is a classic example.
The prepared preacher bucks the popularity contest
and wants to make a name for Christ, not himself. His
mantra is always, ‘He must become greater; I must
become less’ (John 3:30).
Preacher, ask yourself, ‘On Sunday mornings, do I want
people talking about how good my preaching is or how
good our God is?’
If you’re not focused on Christ and his name, you’re not
prepared to preach.

3 The prepared preacher builds God’s kingdom
The preacher is not only tempted to make a name for
himself, but also a kingdom. He wants a people to rule,
buildings to oversee, wealth to manage and maybe
even control of a few other establishments, like schools
and nursing homes. But the prepared preacher is not
interested in building his own kingdom. He is building
God’s kingdom.
How does the preacher know if he’s interested in God’s
kingdom growing rather than his own? Does we pray
for other churches from the pulpit in our local area? Do
we encourage our own church members to leave for
full-time ministry as pastors and missionaries?
If you’re not interested in Christ’s kingdom growing
outside your walls you’re not prepared to preach.
4 The prepared preacher obeys God’s revealed will
The blind man in John’s gospel affirms: ‘We know that
God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly
man who does his will’ (John 9:31). And James tells
us ‘The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and
effective’ (James 5:16).
If we want the Lord to bless our preaching, we need to
prepare our own heart first and live in obedience to his
will. Notice that the qualifications for elders in Timothy
and Titus are primarily about moral behaviour. We
need to practice what we preach.
If you’re not seeking to be obedient to Christ’s will,
you’re not prepared to preach.
5 The prepared preacher watches over his
physical needs
The preacher needs to care for his body so that his
willing spirit can thrive. Jesus acknowledged the frailty
of his disciples, when he said: ‘The spirit is willing, but
the body is weak’ (Matthew 26:41).
Our Lord’s human body required sleep and Sabbaths
and we certainly do not possess his omnipotence.
One must eat and drink and exercise or one won’t
preach ever again. Paul reminds Timothy that ‘physical
training is of some value’ (1 Timothy 4:8). And
encourages medicinal awareness: ‘Stop drinking only
water, and use a little wine because of your stomach
and your frequent illnesses. (1 Timothy 5:23).
If you’re exhausted and hungry, you’re not prepared
to preach.
6 The prepared preacher repents regularly
The Christian preacher does not need a bath as he is
already clean. But as he walks about in the muck of the
world and wrestles with his own flesh and Satan, mud
splatter is inevitable. He needs to wash his feet in daily
repentance.
We must ask ourselves, ‘Do I keep short accounts
with my Lord? Do I find repentance springing up
immediately after sin?’
If you have dirty feet, you’re not prepared to set foot
into the pulpit.
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WHEN A SATANIST GOES
TO HELL AND BACK
Mark Powell,
Ministers at Cornerstone
Presbyterian Church

7 The prepared preacher forgives others
Hebrews warns us ‘See to it that no one misses the
grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause
trouble and defile many’ (Hebrews 12:15). A bitter root
within the preacher towards his congregants will start
to show itself in his preaching, for out of the heart the
mouth speaks.
Also, the unforgiven listener will struggle to listen to a
preacher – our hypocrisy will undermine anything good
we say.
If you’re bearing grudges, you’re not prepared to preach
8 The prepared preacher is aware of Satan
Paul warns us that ‘our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms’ (Ephesians 6:12).
If we’re not conscious of Satan we will rest in human
strength. But if we are conscious of Satan we will be
even more dependent upon Almighty God in the face of
such a mighty enemy.
If you aren’t conscious of Satan’s attacks, you aren’t
prepared to preach.
There you have it. Eight marks of the prepared
preacher.
But what about prayer? Yes. Prayer is vital. But what
do we pray for? These very marks. Why? Because our
Lord taught us to pray about these eight marks:
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’

W

ill Carroll, the drummer for the
black metal band, Death Angel,
recently contracted Covid-19.
Carroll’s condition was so critical
that he was placed in a medicallyinduced coma for almost two-weeks. Doctors are still
amazed that he survived. But, even more significantly,
according to news reports:
While in the coma, Carroll said he had dreams of
visiting the afterlife. He saw himself leave his body
and plummet down to hell, where Satan ‒ a woman
in his case ‒ punished him for the deadly sin of sloth,
morphing him into a Jabba the Hutt-like monster who
vomited blood until he had a heart attack.
“I woke up on the hospital bed with tubes coming in
and out of me, and there was a nurse right there and
my first words were, ‘Am I still in hell?’” Carroll said.
“She ignored me.”
How should one respond when given such a second
chance at both life and also the possibility for
repentance? In Luke chapter 16, Jesus tells the story
of a man suffering the everlasting torments of hell.
And he pleads with Abraham for the opportunity to
warn his five brothers of the awful fate that awaits
them. But when he is told that he cannot, then he asks
for Lazarus ‒ a poor man he never helped in his life
‒ to be sent to persuade them. But again, Abraham
responds that if they won’t listen to the Bible (Moses
and the Prophets) then they won’t be convinced even if
someone comes back from the dead.
This story has always interested me because not only
does Jesus bring a man named Lazarus back from the
dead (see John 11:1-44) but He Himself performed the
same miraculous feat. And yet, still people fail to reconsider their ways. But what if a person themselves
had the opportunity to witness it, just like Will Carroll
did? Well, according to the same news report:
Carroll, who celebrated his 47th birthday on
Wednesday, May 13, said his near-death experience
gave him a new outlook on life. He now plans on living
a healthier life without hard alcohol or bong trips,
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though he’ll still drink the occasional hard cider and
narrow his marijuana use to edibles. He also adopted
a belief in a higher power; he feels the prayers from his
family and friends helped him pull through.
“I’m still going to listen to satanic metal, and I still love
Deicide and bands like that,” Carroll said. “As far as
for my personal life and my experience of what I went
through, I don’t think Satan’s quite as cool as I used to.”
Sadly, this highlights the underlying problem. As fallen
human beings we simply love the pleasures of our sin
more than we do the One who made us. We want to
live for ourselves. And even when we’re given the most
prescient warning one could receive, it is not enough
for us to change. To do that we need the supernatural
grace of God to bring us from death to life (i.e. Eph. 2:3-5)
Covid-19 has disrupted the plans and ambitions of
everyone in the world. But in the LORD’s hands it has
also provided an opportunity to speak of the incredible
hope that we have in Christ. Of He who is the first and
the last. The Living One who was dead, but is alive for
ever and ever. Who alone holds the keys to death and
Hades. (Rev. 1:17-18)

“BOY SWALLOWS
UNIVERSE” – HINDUISM
GOES MAINSTREAM
Book Review by Mark Powell,
Ministers at Cornerstone
Presbyterian Church

I’

ve been trying to put my finger on the reason
why Trent Dalton’s book Boy Swallows
Universe (HarperCollins, 2018) is so popular.
For the first time in the history of the
Australian Book Industry of the Year (ABIA),
Dalton’s work all four major categories: Book of the
Year, Literary Book of the Year, the Matt Richell Award
for New Writer and Audio Book of the Year. It also won
the 2019 NSW Premier’s Award as well as the 2019
MUD Literary Prize.
At almost 500 pages it is not a short read. And while it
could have done with a good edit at points, it’s a novel
that is reflective of the zeitgeist of our age. The central
plot ‒ based largely upon the real events in Dalton’s life
‒ revolves around family breakdown, drug abuse, and
domestic violence. In this sense, it’s like surveying the
scene of a car crash in that it’s both deeply sickening
but also strangely compelling, which makes it difficult
to look away.

The fact that it’s also set in 1980’s Australia, the glory
days for many in the ‘boomer’ generation, means that
it’s permeated with pop-culture references relating to
soft-drink, lollies, cricket celebrities, movie stars, video
games, TV shows, a growing multiculturalism and
most of all music. This was a time when the mighty
Parramatta Eels were a rugby league force to be
fear, and the names of Price, Kenny and Cronin were
household names. As such, this is like a nostalgic trip
down memory lane, which also explains the novel’s
broad appeal to tradies as well as academics. What’s
more, his attention to detail really draws the reader
in to the world he grew up in. Dalton says 60% of the
book is autobiographical and the other 40% fiction.
Without giving too much away, the story revolves
around two brothers, Eli (12) and his older brother
August (14). Due to a traumatic event in their young
lives, August has stopped talking. And the way he has
chosen to communicate is by writing with his finger
in the sky. But through an even more dramatic set of
circumstances, Eli and his brother go from living with
their mother and her boyfriend ‒ who deal drugs ‒
to living with their alcoholic father. The only stable
influence in their life is a man named Slim Halliday,
based on the real-life character of the same name,
who is a convicted murderer.
Throughout this completely chaotic and dysfunctional
situation, August and Eli believe that they have the
esoteric ability to see into the future through a “moon
pool” that August creates sometimes at night. But in
one of the key scenes, the title of the book is made
plain. Both boys are lying in bed at night and relate a
story that Slim has told them that he had read while in jail.
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The story is of Young Krishna and the Universe in His
Mouth. If, like me, you weren’t familiar with it then here
is a quick summary and explanation:
A young child (the Hindu god Krishna) is playing with
some children who exclude him from their games. They
all climb a tree but he is not allowed to but instead
starts to eat all the fruit that they pick and discard. The
child becomes so ravenous, though, that he starts to
eat dirt as well as fruit. And so, the other children call
out to his mother to get him to stop. But after the child
says that he hasn’t any dirt in his mouth she looks into
his mouth and to her shock and amazement sees the
entire universe.
This story becomes the central paradigm for the book.
And yet, strangely, in all of the reviews I have read, not
a single person picks up on this. For the point is that
young Eli is discarded by the world and has to eat the
scraps ‒ literally and metaphorically ‒ that no one else
wants. But in his hunger for love and acceptance he
not only eats ‘food’ but also ‘dirt’. However, because he
is ‘special’ (another major sub-plot of the book) he is
able to transform everything into his own universe, or
maybe that should be ‘multiverse’? That’s why so many
of the chapters have titles alluding to actions that only
a god-like figure could achieve; e.g. drowning the sea,
conquering the moon, stealing the ocean, mastering
time...and in the penultimate chapter, swallowing
the universe!
As can be seen on every front cover, central to the
book’s plot development is a cryptic phrase, “Your
end is a dead blue wren”. This is a prophecy that Eli’s
brother August utters at the beginning of the book in
one of his esoteric dream states. But there are other
key times in the book where Eli or August receive a
message from the universe as to what they should do
or whom they should connect with. This proves that
they are not only “special”, but in keeping with the
Hindu myth, also in a divine, spiritual sense of the term.
Another important sub-theme that runs through the
book is ‒ especially regarding the men around him ‒ is
any of them truly “good”? And yet, in a world of drug
dealers, alcoholics and murderers none of them seems
to be prepared to recognise their own depravity. But
then it struck me. This is precisely why the book is so
popular. Because it is a story of salvation by works.
In this post-Christian age, Australia has not only
become more secular, but increasingly more pagan.
The spiritual void that should be reserved for Christ is
instead being filled with Eastern mysticism. And sadly,
no one is stopping to discern whether or not it’s all true.
But the reality is that this religious myth is the oldest lie
of them all. It is the original temptation of Satan back in
the Garden of Eden, for Adam and Eve to become like
God (see Genesis 3:5). And rather than come to Christ
for forgiveness, the message of the book is about
saving oneself.
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It’s this aspect, in particular, that everyone reviewing
the book seems to be overlooking or missing. At least,
in all my searches, I have yet to discover a reviewer
who tries and tackles it. And that is, the aspect of
religion which is all the more significant when one
considers that at the heart of Dalton’s bestselling
novel is the spiritual worldview of Hinduism that each
person is ‘special’ in that we ourselves are divine. (It’s
also worth noting that while every chapter up until
this point is a three-point summary of “boy” doing
something, in the final one everything is flipped on its
head and it’s “Girl Saves Boy.”)
But the reality is, we are not gods. The universe is not
in our mouths. And the love of another human being
cannot save us. Instead, the Bible tells us that the
One who made the heavens and earth has died in
our place so that we might be healed. God has come
to earth and done for us what we could never do for
ourselves. That is, Jesus has taken the punishment for
sins which we deserved. If I could offer an alternative
three-word summary, the reality of our situation is not,
“Man Becomes God” but “All Have Sinned”. All of which
means that the greatest news of all is that anyone can
be forgiven, as soon as they confess that, “Jesus is Lord!”

HOW TO DECEIVE
WITHOUT REALLY LYING
Peter Barnes,
Editor of AP

S

oon after falling into sin, Adam was
confronted by the God whom he had offended:
‘Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten of the tree of which I commanded
you not to eat?’ (Gen.3:11) All good teachers
ask questions when they already know the answer,
and certainly God did, but He flushed out Adam’s
reply: ‘The woman whom You gave to me, she gave
me fruit of the tree, and I ate’ (Gen.3:12). It constitutes
the beginning of all the disingenuous replies that have
littered the history of humanity. Everything that Adam
says is true, but his overall intention is to deceive.
Recently I was reminded of Bart Ehrman’s claims
concerning the transmission of New Testament: We
don’t even have copies of the copies of the originals,
or copies of the copies of the copies of the originals.
What we have are copies made later – much later. In
most instances, they are copies made many centuries
later. And these copies all differ from one another, in
many thousands of places … [Also] these copies differ
from one another in so many places that we don’t even

‘unbelief is not due to
manuscript problems,
but to sin’

know how many differences there are. Possibly it is
easiest to put it in comparative terms: there are more
differences among our manuscripts that there are
words in the New Testament.
It is one of those sweeping and startling statements
that are true in a sense, but dangerously misleading.
One might reply in four ways:
1. The fact that there are thousands of copies
undermines Ehrman’s point.
This is not a case of ‘Chinese whispers’ or ‘the
telephone game’. Ehrman himself acknowledges that
there are something like 5,400 Greek manuscripts
to work with. In addition there are early translations
of the New Testament into Latin, Syriac, Coptic,
Armenian and other languages, as well as quotations
of the New Testament from the Early Church Fathers.
The original copy of the Qur’an is supposed to be
preserved in Mecca – but nobody believes that, or
nobody should believe that – but the original copies
of the New Testament books (called the autographs)
are not extant. Ehrman gives the impression that this
is a disastrous situation, and we would be ‘lucky’ if
we could find the autographs. In fact, the opposite is
true. The multitude of copies, from all over the Roman
Empire, means that there is a corrective mechanism at
work. Every copyist will make errors, but thousands of
copyists will not make the same errors. For the most
part, the errors will be easy to detect.
2. The fact that the copies are late does not mean
what Ehrman implies it means.
The Didache is an early Church document, which
is generally said to have come from the late first or
early second century. It refers to verses in the Gospel
of Matthew so often that it is obvious that the writer
possessed a copy. As copies of the New Testament
books, which were often copied as individual books on
scrolls, wore out, they were naturally discarded and
new copies made. The fact that our copies of the New
Testament are late is a sure indicator that the 27 books

were much-read. Caesar’s Gallic War only has eight or
nine usable manuscripts, which probably only indicates
that it was not read as often. Compared to every other
piece of ancient literature, the New Testament books
are remarkably early. For example, the earliest copy
of the Gallic War comes from about 900 years after
Caesar. And that is typical, even universal, for ancient
literature – except for the New Testament.
3. The fact that there are a great many
differences in the manuscripts is precisely what
one would expect. If 5,400 copyists are at work,
nobody would expect them to come up with identical
copies of the original manuscript. There would be
differences in thousands of places, but that should
bother no-one. What Ehrman thinks is a weakness is a
strength. Ehrman would have us panic: ‘There are a lot
of words in the New Testament, and if there are more
differences than words, this is quite overwhelming.’ No,
it is not. It is like having 5,400 correctors, and the result
can be relied upon.
4. The fact that no doctrine is at stake sinks
Ehrman’s thesis. The most important omissions
are found in the ending of Mark (Mark 16:9-20), the
woman taken in adultery (John 7:53-8:11) and the
three heavenly witnesses (see 1 John 5:6-8). I have
just finished writing a biography of Athanasius of
Alexandria from the fourth century. It was mainly
about Athanasius’ testimony to the full deity of Christ.
In all the literature I found no reference to the heavenly
witnesses of 1 John 5, and the only reasonable
explanation is that the passage is not an omission,
but an insertion. But if we remove it, the whole New
Testament still proclaims the deity of Christ. On the odd
occasions that Ehrman was not conducting his antiChristian crusade, he actually conceded this.
This leads us to the conclusion that Ehrman’s unbelief
is not due to manuscript problems, but to sin. Which is
true of all of us, and which is why we must repent of
sin and believe in Christ for salvation.
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IN MY SOUL LIES
A SWEET CONTENTMENT
Stay and watch with me
O Gentle Emmanuel
In the depth of my spirit
Though I can only see your face
Through your obtuse glass
The mysteries and playthings of God
The dark stars and spheres
and the freshness of life
Stay with me my vigorous light
(traveling faster than matter)
Touch me
Enclose my wound with yours
In the midst of your Word
And the four quarters of the world
Join my voice
To sing your praises
Renew within my sacred breath
Those things
That are concealed
In my soul residing
A little nook
In your ravishing heart
Gather my thoughts
Construct my plan
To think yours
Receive within my breakings
Reconnect
With your essence
And harmonies
Letting go of the seed in the
ground
Exchange
With my agonies
Your love
In the centre
Of my being
Nicos Kaloyirou
20/2/20
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