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Editorial
One becomes hesitant about citing Neil
Postman’s Amusing Ourselves to Death
or Marshall McLuhan’s “The medium
is the message”. It is good to remember
from Ecclesiastes that nostalgia is out of
place. Too many books are wearisome
to the flesh (Eccles.12:12) – and make
for an untidy study. An adequate
supply is still of much benefit, even to a
man facing death (2 Tim. 4:13).
ohn Piper famously observed: “Books
don’t change people. Paragraphs do.
Sometimes even sentences.” With
the explosion of social media, many
seem to be of the view that sound bytes
will do the trick. A politician armed
with a string of sound bytes need never
have to think in a coherent way at all.

J

Nevertheless, something has happened
through the onset of social media. It
seems to be part of a process where we
are becoming nastier, lacking in
empathy, and incapable of sustained
thought. Shallow thinking rules the
roost, protected by slogans that make
bumper stickers seem philosophical.

Some of the criticisms of this new culture
have become so well-known that one is
open to the charge of resorting to clichés.

During the January break, some accounts
of shark sightings and attacks led to
questions about whether there ought to

be a shark cull, to lessen the danger to
swimmers in the surf. One investigative
journalist from a current affairs
programme was horrified, and wrote
against any such proposal, concluding
the counsel for the defence with “The
shark’s brain is not hard-wired to hold
grudges. What a pity we can’t say that
about the human brain.” One lesson
might be that journalists raised on sound
bytes should not try to sound profound.
We are witnessing the death of news
amid wonderful opportunities for
greater access to news; the decline in
wisdom when information abounds;
and alienation when the means of
communication are all about us.
Something is wrong. It is surely more us
than the social media, but there is some
connection. The medium is not exactly
the message, but the ties are strong.
Peter Barnes
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Technology:
today’s idol
Communication is
faster – and vastly
less thoughtful
Tim Challies talks
to Mark Powell

Tim Challies is a pioneer in the Christian
blogosphere, having one of the most
widely read and recognised Christian
blogs anywhere. He is editor of
Discerning Reader, a site dedicated to
offering discerning reviews of books that
are of interest to Christians, and author
of The Discipline of Spiritual
Discernment. A self-employed author and
web designer, Tim lives with his family
on the outskirts of Toronto, Ontario.
You yourself are a blogger. With
all that’s available to us on the
web, why should we even bother
going to a book?
I think the main benefit of books is
that there’s a whole development
process that goes into making a book.
So, when people say “Blogs are
eventually going to replace books”, they
don’t know what they’re talking about,
because the two are different media.
Blogs are quick and urgent and largely
unedited. Books go through this long
laborious process of research and
writing and editorial. Most people don’t
know this, but when you submit a

book to a publisher it’s usually six to 12
months before that book is actually
released, and in that time it’s going
through this very thorough process. So
I think that books offer a much deeper,
more editorialised view of a subject,
whereas blogs are very urgent. If
somebody passes away today, we can
write a blog about their life tomorrow.
A more in–depth and thoughtful
approach will be a year later when we’ve
actually written a book about him or her.
In your book The Next Story, you
talk about the history of different
forms of communication. How
does that shape and even change
how we view ourselves?
We as human beings are in some ways a
product of our technology.
Technologies form us. When you go
back and look through human history
you see that our means of
communication changed and then
there are many other changes that come
about as a result. And so, you can really
trace human history by these changes
and modes of communication. You can

“Technology is very closely related to idolatry.
Our technologies have a way of feeding our
idolatries.”

look back to the printing press, back to
the telegraph, even back to the Roman
road system which was in its own
strange way a communication system.
Recently we’ve come to the internet,
this digital world, and it’s really
changing everything about us. And so
we’re just learning as we go. We think
we’ve just started when we get an email
account, or we’ve just started using the
internet, but what we haven’t realised is
that we’re actually changing ourselves,
we’re changing everything about us, and
that’s something that we usually only
see later through the rear-view mirror.
In The Next Story you say that
technology is not value-neutral.
What are some of the underlying
values that are shaping the users
of digital technology and social
media perhaps without them even
realising it?
Well, certainly digital media is about
urgency and that’s sort of what we’ve
been speaking about – that things can
appear in an instant and get around the
world in a flash. Just think back to the
history of some of the terrible things
that have happened over the history of
the Internet. Somebody puts out a
tweet and very quickly, I mean
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instantly, it’s around the earth. And so,
the internet values that urgency.
You were saying to me earlier, “I used
to blog but then Facebook came
along.” Well, blogging required some
level of thoughtfulness because it’s
associated with your name and you
know it’s going to live on at your blog.
Facebook values urgency because once
you post it, it’s gone. You’re probably
never going to see it again. So again,
there’s a lot of urgency in the digital
world that is making us live fasterpaced lives, but I also think it is
reducing the amount of thought and
time we ponder things before we release
them to the rest of the world.
I love to read the Puritans. And the
Puritans have this way of taking a big
idea and then shortening it to a quick
sentence. And so, they were “tweeting”
in their own way long before Twitter. If
you read Matthew Henry you’ll see that
he has a paragraph and then he has this
sentence, and that sentence is gold. But
that sentence didn’t just happen. He
had to take lots of time into developing

“Email, Facetime and Twitter are all good. But
there’s something about face-to-face. The big
promise of the Gospel is that we get to see
God face-to-face in Jesus Christ.”
that idea and boiling it down to one
small thing. I don’t think we’re doing
that today. We’re just being urgent
rather than thoughtful.
You talk in your book about the
various idols in our hearts that
fuel our addiction to the internet.
Can you explain what you mean
by that particular dynamic?
I think if you look at the history of
technology through a Christian lens
you will see that technology is very
closely related to idolatry. Our
technologies have a way of feeding our
idolatries. Once I make an idol out of
popularity I will want to be popular
and well-known. And technology is
very able to help feed that idolatry. You
can see that, usually in other people,
how technology furthers their idolatry.
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Of course, it’s also true that technology
also furthers noble purposes. So, if
we’re true about seeing God’s Word go
out, and we really want to see people
encouraged, technology is able to help
us with that as well. On that note, I
love Gospel Coalition Australia. It is
one of the sites that I follow. I read it
every day and I think it’s a great
example of people using technology to
reach out to a country and to reach a
group of people. Technology is
wonderful at doing that. Again, it’s not
value-neutral, but on the other hand it
can always be harnessed for really good
purposes. But we just have to have an
awareness that those bad things can
seep in as well. So, we’ve got to be
mindful of that.
What are some of the overall
attitudes that Christians should
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have when approaching digital
technology and social media?
I think we should see it in one sense as
an inevitable development. We have to
recognise that this is the world in which
we live. You speak to some parents and
they say, “I don’t let my kids do this,
and I don’t let my kids do that.” But
part of our parenting now is teaching
our kids to use these things well. We
only get 18 to 19 years with our kids
before they’re gone. By the time our
kids are gone we ought to have trained
and mentored them into how to use
these things. Our kids have to be
media-savvy. They have to be able to
use these things without completely
falling apart as soon as they’re out of
our sight. It is a very important thing
that people frequently overlook.
And then, again, we have to guard
against our sense of urgency. There’s
very little that we need to say right
now. For every tweet that you write,
delete nine out of ten of them and
you’ll be a better person. The world
will certainly be better for it.
Just be aware that face-to-face
communication is still better. Email,
Facetime and Twitter are all good. But
there’s something about face-to-face.
The big promise of the Gospel is that
we get to see God face-to-face in Jesus
Christ. We love the Bible, we’re longing
for the day we can be face-to-face. I am
not knocking the Bible: it’s just an
acknowledgement that being face-toface is better – that’s what we long for.
And I think we’ve got to realise that.
And it applies to our digital
communications as well.
In a chapter in your book you talk
about the danger of distraction,
especially in relation to digital
technology. What impact do you
think that is having on us
spiritually?
When I first wrote the book the iPad
had just came along and so we were
looking at that as a Bible replacement.

And at the time people were writing
articles saying, “Take your paper Bible
with you to church. That’s very, very
important.” Today, that’s irrelevant. You
look around and very few have a
printed Bible. It’s just that media goes
on, technology goes on.
The beauty of the Bible is that it was a
single function device. You’d be reading
your Bible and you’d never get a buzz
or a little notification from Facebook. It
only did one thing. The worst you
could do was to flip to the end and see
maps, and lose yourself in that. But it
was a one–function device and it did
that well. Our phones are equally good
at showing us the Bible, and I love
reading the Bible on my iPad and the
opportunity to use my software for it.
However, I’ve got to be aware that it’s
not a single-function device. It’s almost
an infinite-function device. So, if I’m
using it for all of these different
purposes, I need to be careful that
when I want to use it for worship, or
when I want to use it for Bible–reading,
I’m committing to just that one thing,
and that’s difficult to do.
You also mention the practice of
“skimming” – when you look at a
digital screen, you skim across
the surface. Do we lose anything
by coming to church with a digital
phone or iPad, compared to say a
paper book?
I think a working definition of
technology is, “everything that was
invented after I was born”. So, we
would say that the iPad is technology.
But the book was once new technology
too. Jesus never used a book, and the
very early church fathers didn’t use
them. They used scrolls. We look at a
book as being the perfect technology
and since it pre-dated us, we assume
that it has always existed. In fact, when
we think of “the Bible” that’s what we
think of – two pieces of leather with
pages between them. That’s not what
the Bible is. The Bible is the canon, the
complete collection of God’s authoritative

“It’s too late to ask, ‘Should we go to go to
app Bibles?’ We already have. You look around
the church now and that is what you see.”

Tim Challies
writings. Jesus knew the Bible as scrolls,
as parchments. The point being, our
kids aren’t going to think of the Bible as
a “printed artefact”, they’ll think of it as
an app, and it will still be God’s Word,
because God’s “word” is the canon, the
collected scriptures.
We’re in this transition period now where
we’re inventing things but we haven’t
really mastered them yet. We’ve got this
great device called an iPad. We’re in this
transition period where we’ll be able to
make the Bible really function, and be a
little bit better again. But technology
has marched on: it’s too late to ask,
“Should we go to app Bibles?” We
already have. You look around the church
now and that is what you see. There’s
an inevitability to it, so now let’s just
focus on how we can use it well.
What are some of the pitfalls and
mistakes that you see Christians
making, especially about social
media?
I think we tend to embrace technology
very quickly because we see the
possibilities in it. Which is, we’re very
good at looking at a new technology
and seeing all the great possibilities, but
we’re very bad at assessing the risk. An
example I like to use is the ditching of
hymn books in favour of PowerPoint
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on the screen. That was in its own way
a very costly switch.
People have made that switch very
quickly and thoughtlessly. What we lose
when the hymnal goes is our collection
of songs that we sing and master. That
collection was semi-permanent and we
added to it only slowly and very
thoughtfully.
Think about this example. What
happens when we get rid of our paper
church directories in order to get an
electronic version? Initially, it seems like
a very good move. It saves money. It
gets rid of printing costs. But it also
gets rid of all the older people in the
church – most are not on Facebook,
they’re not using their computers and
so now they don’t have a directory.
Churches have done a lot of things

where they just haven’t thought through
carefully enough all the implications of
changing technology and I think there’s
been a cost with that.
If there is one bit of advice that
you could give to families with
technology, what would you say?
So the edition of my book that you
have been referring to is the second
edition. We added that specifically for
families. And that’s really because
between the first and the second
edition I’d changed in that way. I said it
earlier and I want to re-affirm this to
parents, “It is your job as a parent to
teach and train your children in using
technology.” You can’t just assume that
they’ll get it. You can’t assume that
they’ll use it well. You must teach and
train them. This is just part of your

“It is parents’ job to teach and train children
in using technology. You can’t just assume
that they’ll get it. You can’t assume that
they’ll use it well.”
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discipling of your children. It also
means to some degree you’ve got to
discern what they’re using. You’ve got to
keep an eye on what they’re doing.
You’ve got to know the apps. You’ve got
to talk to somebody who is a little more
up–to–date on these things. Say to
them, “My kids are using this app.
What should I know about it?”
I compare it to the car. You don’t just
give your kids the keys to the car and
say, “OK, now off you go and learn
how to use it.” You go out and you
train them. And then when they’ve
proven themselves, they can take the
car around the block. Or maybe they
can drive to the shops. But you’re going
to give them incrementally more and
more, and I think that’s the way you
have to treat devices. You should be
saying to them, “You prove you can use
this well, then I’ll let you use this a little
more. You prove that you can do this,
I’ll let you do that.” Then eventually, by
the time they’re adults, hopefully we
can send them off to live confidently.
Mark Powell is associate pastor at
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church, Sydney.
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Our disabled

Christ
Heather So

I

n 2016, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics estimated that one in five
Australians identify as having a
disability. Indeed, we are all destined
for disability if we live long enough. Yet
despite its prevalence, people’s first
reaction to disability is often shock.
Modern secular Western culture is
especially governed by expectations of
ease and comfort. Under the most
dominant healthcare approach,
disability is seen as abnormal. People
with disabilities are expected to get a
label, receive treatment and become
“normal”. The problem with this
model is that “normality” is not always
attainable or wanted.

Disability is a season, and
there will be a final renewal.
my workplace. I hear about their grief,
anxiety, and the never-ending to-do list
weighing over parents’ heads. As a
mother, I have felt it myself after
receiving news of my daughter’s speech
delay diagnosis. Fear gripped me at
first: how would she cope at school,
how would she cope in the foreign
country we were living in, how would
she cope with life?
The Bible presents a nuanced and
ultimately hopeful picture of disability.
Stephanie Hubach summarises the
overall Biblical perspective of seeing
disability as “a normal part of life in an
abnormal world”. Contrary to what
secular society often assumes, Francis
Schaeffer points out that the Bible
“does not promise us perfection in this
life, except in the area of justification”.
Life is difficult. As the Psalms indicate,
hardships like disability can leave us
“weary with sorrow” (Ps. 119:28), and
should drive us to call out to God. The
Psalms also teach us to “hold fast” to
God’s “way of truth” (Ps. 119: 30-31).

In reaction to this, there are approaches
to disability that champion “differing
abilities” and society’s need to
accommodate these. Yet reducing
disability to being merely a problem
with how society is organised can
minimise the real grief and suffering of
a disability. So in our culture, we are
often left floating between two
responses to disability: changing the
individual or (less commonly) changing
the society.

When we’re faced with disability in our
parents, our children, or ourselves,
what truths can we hold on to?

Into this framework, many Australian
Christian families meet disability every
day. They meet health professionals, are
given a diagnosis, and are given an
enormous list of intervention strategies
and treatment. As a paediatric
occupational therapist, I see exhaustion
regularly on the faces of the families in

A central truth to grasp is that God is
the creator of disability and ability. God
uses all life to display His power, as seen
in His speech to Moses (Exodus 4:11).
Moses is slow of speech and tongue. Yet
God says He made him, and He also
made blindness and deafness. A specific
purpose for Moses’ disability is not

“The Bible speaks to the suffering of disability
realistically. Jesus’ ministry included healings
for a reason; disability cries out for remedy.”

given, but God says He has one. God is
saying to Moses that he needs to
submit to His purposes. Another
passage that teaches this is John 9,
where Jesus’ disciples ask Him about a
man blind from birth. They ask:
“Here’s disability; who sinned?” Jesus’
response is that no one sinned, “but
this happened so that the work of God
might be displayed in his life” . God is
behind all of our seasons of ability and
disability. One purpose of disability is
God’s perfecting His power in us
through weakness, as in Paul’s
persistent “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor.
12: 8-10). But, like Job, we may never
know the specific purpose for disability.
Timothy Keller summarises: “All we
know is God has hidden but good
purposes.”
Second, all life is in His image. Genesis
1:27 lays down this essential truth, and
despite the subsequent fall of creation,
His image remains in us (e.g. Rom.
2:15). In the Church, the weaker
members who deserve and need special
treatment are indispensable (1 Cor.
12:22). This means that the worth of
people is not in what they contribute to
society or even Church, or how rapidly
they develop or adapt to their disability.
The worth of a person is in being in
God’s image, and that remains
untouched by disability. Biblically, all
people are valuable, needed, and
connected. As Hubach explains, valuing
the sanctity of human life means
“upholding and promoting the image
of God in each person – across the
spectrum of life and in all the
circumstances that life can bring”.
Finally, disability is a season, and there
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will be a final renewal. The Bible speaks
to the suffering of disability realistically.
Jesus’ ministry included healings for a
reason; disability cries out for remedy.
The blind man at Bethsaida begged
Jesus to heal him (Mark 8:22). Families
of children with disabilities often tell
similar stories of their grief, the “hard
blows” of diagnosis, years of early
intervention therapy, social isolation,
meltdowns, uncertainty and fear for the
future (see Kate Hurley, Take Heart).
The Bible offers a final hope of renewal
in the New Creation (Rev. 21:4). This
final hope is centred on what some
have termed the “disabled Christ”. In
Christ we see how God designed and
used human weakness for His purposes,
but also how He triumphed over death
and disability with resurrection.
The Bible gives us a different way to
respond to disability. The approaches to
disability dominant in our secular
culture mean that people are often
treated as body and mind beings, but
not spiritual beings. Our interactions
with doctors, therapists and wellmeaning family members often only
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deal with disability from a secular
mindset. The result is that people come
to us with the underlying message that
wellness in this present life is the goal.
But therapy and medical intervention
by itself can enslave people to the goal
of being “normal”. Without a spiritual
anchor, families can be set up on a
treadmill of treatment, which by itself
leads to toil without end.
So when dealing with health
professionals, remember that they’re
usually only presenting the needs of the
body/mind aspects of a person, so
Christians will need to supply
knowledge of the spiritual aspects. Take
your time to understand, pray and seek
counsel about what you’re being told by
health professionals. Try to make sure
that your days are not only filled with
therapies and activities that address
body/mind deficits. Instead, also make
time for family activities that embrace
and remind you of your spiritual
beliefs. If your child has a disability,
make sure that he or she is regularly
reminded, if possible, that our value as
human beings is not anchored to our

achievements. Keep key verses on the
fridge and in your mind, reminding
you of God’s power, His purposes, and
His love in Christ.
Hurley relates how one parent of a
child with a disability summed it up: “I
was caught up in the frenzy of those
around me, and panicked. Not that
therapies and intervention are
unimportant… It’s just that there are
other things that matter more. God
matters more. And what He offers us is
a perspective that reaches beyond this
world and beyond disability.” The Bible
offers not only realistic answers for us
in facing disability, but also and
ultimately the deep love of our
Disabled Christ. He was disabled so
that in this life we would have the
comfort of His example in suffering,
and the sure hope of a renewed life to
come. In responding to disability, few
passages are sweeter than the words
Jesus uttered when addressing His
disciples’ anxieties: “Do not be afraid,
little flock” (Luke 12:32).
Heather So is an occupational therapist
in south-west Sydney
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A 2250-year-old

tradition
More than 2000 languages don’t have the
Scriptures. Bible translation is as vital as ever.

I

n the providence of God, I studied at
Canterbury Boys’ High, where John
Howard did his Leaving Certificate
Examination in 1956 and where there
were more language teachers than
maths or science teachers on the staff.

Australia was then a very ethnocentric
county; it was the day of the white
Australia policy and people used to have
the attitude that foreigners ought to use
the “Queen’s English”. For all that, I
majored in classics through high school
and proceeded to Sydney University. At
the end of my third year I was challenged
by a zealous Baptist about what I was
going to doing to do with my life. When
I revealed that I was doing honours
work in Greek and Latin, he urged me
to consider doing Bible translation.

Greg Fox

became competent in understanding
languages. We learnt phonology
(alphabet construction), grammatical
analysis, primer construction and
practical anthropology.

come, that the word of God, dwelling
plentifully in all the people, they may
worship him in an acceptable manner
and through patience and comfort of
the scriptures may have hope.”

The fact that there were “2000 Tongues
to Go” was put before us on a regular
basis, and it was good to be among
Christian people who were committed
to spreading the written word of God
among needy people of the world. Since
that time we have discovered that there
are more than 6900 languages in the
world, so there are somewhat more than
“2000 tongues to go” in Bible translation.

This statement means that the Hebrew
and Greek originals are the texts
immediately inspired by God and are
the words to which we are to have
recourse in any theological controversy
or problem, be that the ordination of
women, the lawfulness of homosexual
activities or the permissibility of
musical instruments in worship.

This came as a message from God, and
my wife-to-be Helen and I felt that this
would be a good way to exercise the gifts
that God had given us. She too was
studying Classics at Sydney. Despite the
liberalism of much of the Presbyterianism
of the NSW Church, we both had a
conservative view of Scripture. In the
course of time, we found a Presbyterian
congregation which did receive the
Bible as the infallible word of God and
prepared ourselves accordingly.

One of the finest statements about
Bible translation is found in the
Westminster Confession of Faith,
Chapter 1:8: Of the Holy Scriptures,
which reads as follows: “The Old
Testament in Hebrew, which was the
native language of the people of God of
old and the New Testament in Greek
(which at the time of the writing of it
was most generally known to the
nations), being immediately inspired by
God and by His singular care and
providence kept pure in all ages, are
thereof authentical; so as in all
controversies of religion the Church is
finally to appeal to them.

We did not go to Bible College, but
privately read Scripture, theology and
Reformation history. We studied at the
Summer Institute of Linguistics (Wycliffe
Bible Translators) from 1965 to 1966
and found it very helpful in our
preparation. Hardly any of the students
were professional linguists, but soon

“But because these original tongues are
not known to all the people of God,
who have right unto and interest in the
scriptures, and are commanded, in the
fear of God, to read and search them,
therefore they are to be translated into
the vulgar (common/ordinary) language
of every language unto which they

It is, however, unrealistic to expect large
numbers of Christians to know the
Biblical tongues, but it is necessary for
a body of faithful translators to
comprehend and translate the original
texts from age to age and from
generation to generation. Cameron
Townsend, the founder of Wycliffe
Bible Translators, did the Christian
Church a grand service by inspiring
hundreds of people to leave their places
of origin and go to places like Mexico,
South America, the Philippines, Papua
New Guinea and the New Hebrides.
In this way the word of God became
known to people who had previously
lived in utter darkness. We have been
beneficiaries of this great blessing. Yet
Townsend was not the first in a line of
translational pioneers. The first Bible
translators began their monumental
work in about 250 BC with the
Septuagint, although its history is a bit
shadowy. Septuaginta means Seventy in
Latin (LXX). It is alleged that 72 Jewish
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experts were engaged to translate the
Torah from Hebrew into Greek and
produced an identical text! The
Septuagint is a fine translation but it is
not separately inspired. The New
Testament writers used it, but not
exclusively.
To meet the requirements of the
spreading gospel in the early centuries,
other versions of the Scriptures were
produced as follows: Itala (Latin
versions), Syriac, Coptic, Armenian,
Ethiopic, Gothic, Georgian (USSR)
and Arabic. The manuscripts date from
the 4th Century AD.
Pre-eminent among translators was
Jerome, who produced the Latin Vulgate,
which is revered by the Roman Catholic
Church. Despite its tendency to use the
word “penitence” rather than
“repentance”, it is the word of God.
Late in the 14th century Wycliffe’s
team translated the Vulgate into
contemporary English. This created a
milieu in which it was important to know
and follow the teachings of the Bible. Jan
Hus was one such reformer in Bohemia.
Then followed Luther. A large body of
Bible translations emerged in Europe

from the 15th to the 16th century. But
it was not till the 19th century that the
work grew apace beyond Europe, by
luminaries such as William Carey in
India and Adoniram Judson in Burma.
The South Pacific, where my family
and I lived for 14 years, is a great
repository of languages. There must be
1000 languages, as there are about 112
languages in Vanuatu alone. In the
1850s and beyond, the Protestant
missionaries understood that they
needed to learn the local languages if
they were going to communicate the
gospel. John G. Paton took a printing
press with him to Tanna and Aniwa
with the expectation of producing
Scripture in vernacular languages. He
did not know at the outset how utterly
different they were. Here is the word
for Lord in three languages that we
studied: BIG NAMBAS: Mlin; FILA:
Teriki; LENAKEL: ïremïra.
The most important piece of advice
given to us by Dr Dick Pittman about
learning exotic languages was “make
mistakes”. The second rule was “make
mistakes boldly”. This doesn’t mean to
continue in error, but it means to be

corrected humbly. One week in a
Romanian Baptist Church, I had to
read Micah 6 which had quite a fund
of Romanian tongue-twisters. My
pundit stood at my side and when I
made an error, he loudly corrected me.
There is plenty to challenge us. Recent
statistics have indicated that in the
world of 6.5 billion there are 6500
languages. 457 have the whole Bible,
1668 have the whole New Testament.
Therefore 2125 have a substantial
portion of the Scriptures. It can take up
to 14 years to translate the New
Testament into a vernacular language.
2100 language groups may need
translation.
Perhaps some reader may be called by
God to engage in this work. Whatever
our gifts, God requires our prayers and
our concern for those who are
perishing for lack of Biblical
understanding. May God stir up our
hearts to serve Him in this latter stage
of the Church’s history.
Greg Fox is an experienced Bible
translator in four languages in Vanuatu
as well as Lithuanian, and Romanian.
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World news
EU intervenes for Bibi
The European Union’s Special Envoy for
Freedom of Religion or Belief, Jan Figel,
told Pakistani officials during a recent
visit that the renewal of their export
privileges to Europe depends on the
release of Asia Bibi, a Christian woman
on death row for blasphemy since 2010.
“The EU countries have started believing
that Pakistan’s Supreme Court, appeasing
certain political and fundamental forces
of Pakistan, is intentionally delaying
the hearing of Asia Bibi,” an EU press
release stated, adding that the renewal
of Pakistan’s GPS Plus trading status
will be linked to the outcome of her case.
Asia Bibi, mother of five children, has
been in prison since 2009 and was
sentenced to death for blasphemy a year
later, for drinking from the same cup
used by Muslims.
World Watch Monitor
Family values sell
For the 26th year in a row, the annual
report to the entertainment industry by
Movieguide: The Family Guide to Movies
and Entertainment, shows clearly that
moviegoers prefer relatively clean, heroic,
family-friendly movies with Christian,
biblical, redemptive, conservative, and
patriotic faith and values.

movies averaged $51.70 million per
movie while the least family-friendly
movies averaged only $11.67 million.
Also, 90% of the Top 10 Movies in the
United States and overseas in 2017
contained strong or very strong
Christian, redemptive, biblical, moral
content, including such movies as Boss
Baby, Despicable Me 3, Justice League,
Thor: Ragnorak and Wonder Woman.
Assist
Oldest manuscript found?
A fragment of the Gospel of Mark may
be the oldest found by more than a
century, a conference in New Mexico
was told in March. Keynote speaker and
Liberty University professor Dr Gary
Habermas, stated that a specialist in
paleology dated a fragment of the Gospel
of Mark to between 80 to 110 AD.
If this date holds (and Dr Habermas
warned more research was needed), it
would be the oldest extant Gospel of
Mark fragment by more than 100 years.
As noted manuscript and Greek scholar
Dr. Daniel Wallace states: “Before the
discovery of this fragment, the oldest
manuscript that had Mark in it was P45,
from the early third century (c. AD
200–250). This new fragment would
predate that by 100 to 150 years.”

This was revealed by Dr Ted Baehr,
founder and publisher of Movieguide at
the 26th Annual Movieguide Awards
Gala in Los Angeles. “Despite a couple
disturbing trends, 2017 was another big
year for family movies and movies with
faith and values,” he said.

If the date stands, it would demonstrate
that the Gospel of Mark was circulated
in the first century, bridging the gap
between Jesus and written evidence. In
short, it would be historical evidence
providing early – and possible
eyewitness – testimony on Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection.

For example, the most family-friendly

Assist

Nigeria fails Christians
Nigeria’s Catholic bishops have told
President Muhammadu Buhari that
attacks attributed to members of the
Fulani pastoralist tribe have been
carried out by “terrorists masquerading
as herdsmen” and accused the
government of being “incapable or
unwilling” to protect citizens from them.
A delegation of 11 bishops delivered a
strongly worded message on behalf of
the Nigerian bishops’ conference,
saying these attacks “have led to a near
civil war situation in many parts of the
country”. Attacks believed to be by
Fulani herdsmen on the properties of
agriculturalists in the country’s Middle
Belt have become increasingly
common, but in recent months the
assailants have been armed with AK47s
and other expensive weaponry rather
than just machetes, suggesting that they
are receiving external funding.
Many experts on Nigeria now believe
that the violence across the Middle
Belt, which World Watch Monitor has
reported on at length, has been
responsible for more deaths than Boko
Haram.
World Watch Monitor
Fulani murder scores
A spate of violence attributed to ethnic
Fulani herdsmen in central Nigeria has
seen dozens killed since the turn of year.
In Benue State, violence has claimed 80
lives and forced 80,000 to flee. The
funerals on 11 January for 73 of the
victims in Makurdi, Benue’s capital,
were broadcast live. Among those killed
WINTER 2018 11

were seven members of Benue State
Livestock Guards – a special
paramilitary unit set up by the Benue
state governor to ensure the full
implementation of the recent ban on
open grazing – their vehicle burnt and
an undetermined number of others
injured in separate attacks.

part of a campaign that reflects the
Communist Party's long-standing fear
that Christianity, viewed as a Western
philosophy, is a threat to the party's
authority.

In neighbouring Taraba State, at least 55
people were initially confirmed killed in
the town of Lau, by suspected Fulani
herdsmen on 10 January. The toll is
expected to rise as the violence continues.

Global Times, a state newspaper,
described the building's destruction as
part of a “citywide campaign to remove
illegal buildings”, and quoted an
unidentified official as saying that the
church had been secretly constructed
without proper permits and was
initially disguised as a warehouse.

World Watch Monitor

AP

Pakistan persecution noted

Copt murdered for cross

The US State Department has placed
Pakistan on a special watch list for
“severe violations of religious freedom”.
Asif Aqeel reports for World Watch
Monitor that the US did not, however,
go as far as adding it to its 10 countries
of particular concern – for countries
where “governments have engaged in or
tolerated systematic, ongoing, and
egregious violations of religious freedom”.

Militants belonging to the State of
Sinai group in Egypt have promised to
“kill more Copts” after murdering a
27-year-old Coptic man because of the
tattoo of a cross on his wrist.

The US Secretary of State at the time,
Rex Tillerson, said: “The protection of
religious freedom is vital to peace,
stability, and prosperity. These
designations are aimed at improving
the respect for religious freedom in
these countries.”
This naming of Pakistan comes at a time
when the US and Pakistan have almost
severed their long-standing relationship
as allies in the “war on terror”.
Assist
Chinese church dynamited
Chinese police officers have demolished
one of the country's largest evangelical
churches this week, using heavy
machinery and dynamite to raze the
building where more than 50,000
Christians worshipped.

Bassem Herz Attalhah, also known as
Haythem Shehata, was on his way
home from work in El-Arish, in North
Sinai, on January 13, with his brother
Osama and friend Mohamed, when
they were stopped by three armed men
who demanded to see their wrists. .
Mohamed, who had no cross, and
Osama, whose cross was covered, were
allowed to go, then the men shot Bassem
in the head. Using Bassem’s phone, the
terrorists promised to kill more Copts.
Scores of Coptic Christian families left
the city after a string of killings in ElArish last year. A year ago, it was
estimated that 70 per cent of the 160
Coptic Christian families living in the
city had left.
World Watch Monitor
Malaysia is terror base

The Golden Lampstand Church in
Shanxi province in mainland China was
one of at least two Christian churches
demolished by authorities as part of
what critics describe as a national effort
to regulate spiritual life in China.

Located within easy reach of three
active centres of Islamic extremism –
Mindanao in the Philippines, Arakan
in Myanmar and the southern
provinces of Thailand – Malaysia has
become a breeding ground for IS
recruitment, weapon smuggling and
communication, according to the
International Centre for Political
Violence and Terrorism Research.

Under President Xi Jinping, the
government has destroyed churches or
removed their steeples and crosses as

In its latest report, the Singapore-based
research centre says IS sympathisers
number into the thousands in Malaysia
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and amount to a “virtual caliphate”, as
reported by Free Malaysia Today.
But although they face a real security
threat, Malaysia’s Christians are
generally unaware of the risk, a local
source told World Watch Monitor.
“When we talked about IS in our
[security] training, they do not show
concern as they think it will not
happen here,” the source said. “This
could be due to lack of knowledge and
exposure about the matter itself.”
World Watch Monitor
Turkey jails pastor
Turkish prosecutors have demanded life
imprisonment for jailed US pastor
Andrew Brunson in an official
indictment presented to Izmir’s 2nd
Criminal Court.
Arrested without bail since October
2016, Brunson is accused of being “a
member and executive” of the Islamic
movement led by self-exiled Turkish
cleric Fethullah Gülen, accused of
orchestrating the failed July 2016 coup
attempt to overthrow the Turkish
government.
If the indictment is accepted by the
court, formal trial proceedings are
expected to be set in motion against
Brunson. To date, neither the pastor
nor his lawyer have been allowed any
access to the legal file of investigations
conducted by Turkish authorities into
his case.
Christianity Today
Hindus rewrite history
Christian and Muslim leaders in India
are appalled by federal government
moves to revise the country's history in
a bid to push a pro-Hindu narrative.
Reuters revealed in March that a
committee appointed by the Narendra
Modi government has been working for
six months to prove Hindus are direct
descendants of India's first inhabitants.
The reports also said that the committee
is seeking to demonstrate that ancient
Hindu scriptures are fact, not myth.
The aim of Modi's pro-Hindu Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and affiliated Hindu
groups is “ultimately to shape the
national identity to match their
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religious views, that India is a nation of
and for Hindus”, reported Reuters.

that unless they renounce Christianity
they will be forced to leave their village.

Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma told
the news agency that the committee
was part of larger plans to revise India's
history. Christian and Muslim leaders
say the move is a systematic attempt to
sideline non-Hindus as second-class
citizens in their own land.

Among the one million Hmong in
Vietnam, there are an estimated
400,000 Christians – a higher
proportion than in Vietnam’s
population as a whole (about 9%). The
religious transformation of the people
group has been described as
“remarkable”. The Hmong, just like
Vietnam’s other Christians, face threats
to their religious freedom through the
government’s new Law on Belief and
Religion, which came into effect this
year and has, so far, been used to
criminalise a Catholic mass.

UCA
Vietnamese Christians attacked
Four Vietnamese Christian families – 24
people in all – have been attacked by a
mob led by the village chief, local sources
have revealed to World Watch Monitor.
Four people were hospitalised for eight
days after the March attack, with injuries
to their heads and arms. All four
families are from the Hmong people
group and only recently converted to
the Christian faith.
The provincial authorities had advised
them against continuing with their
newfound faith, World Watch Monitor
understands, and village leaders told them

World Watch Monitor

Dr. Mazar speculates that the seven by
14-meter cave was a hiding place for
Jews seeking to escape the Roman siege
and eventual sacking of Jerusalem
during the First Jewish-Roman War
(66–70 AD). At the end of that war,
the Roman army destroyed both the
city and the Second Temple built by
King Herod the Great.
“It’s not a usual phenomenon that we
can come to such a closed cave,
untouched [for] 2000 years, including
the very last remains of life of the
people who were sieged in Jerusalem,
suffered in Jerusalem, till the very last
minute of the Second Temple period,”
Dr Mazar said.
Patterns of Evidence

Ancient coins found
Archaeologist Eilat Mazar and her team
have discovered a trove of bronze coins
and cookware in a cave at the base of
Jerusalem’s Temple Mount. The
discovery was In March, on the fifth
day of a new dig at the Ophel, which is
mentioned in the Bible as a point of
fortification.
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the gospel that we are freed to seek true justice
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voice for our times. Stephen Um | $17.99

Call the hotline on (02) 9564 3555
or go to thegoodbook.com.au/new
14 AP

L IKE US ON FAC EBOOK FACE BOOK.COM /APM AGONL INE

Garbled
gospel
Faith and eugenics:
a marriage not made in heaven

A

ccording to historians of early
20th century Australia, around
the time of World War I, many
members of the “chattering classes” were
anxious concerning the perils confronting
nation-building efforts on the Island
Continent. Dredge the newspapers of
the era and one encounters a litany of
hand-wringing over “national fitness”,
“race purity”, “racial interbreeding” or
the fragility in the remote Australian
outposts of “white European culture”.
Elite paranoia hit new heights when
contemplating the agricultural nation’s
apparent failure to prevent the
propagation of feebleminded, defective
or medically inferior Australians. The
journalist T.W. Heney, the first local-born
editor of The Sydney Morning Herald,
voiced this concern in a 1926 article in
The West Australian which scolded the
perceived inconsistency which made it
“a national object worthy of our utmost
attention to breed the best cattle,
horses, sheep, pigs, poultry, flowers,
wheat [and] vegetables” yet neglected
the need “to cultivate our own race”.
While lamenting that he mightn’t live
to see it, Mr Heney looked forward to a
time when at every Royal Agricultural
Show there “will be acclaimed not only
a splendid cow or pig or horse” but also
“the most beautiful children and the
finest family in the State”.

In airing his views, Mr Heney signalled
the rising Australian impact of the
eugenics movement, a nebulous
pseudoscientific coalition of amateur
cranks, academic do-gooders, health
bureaucrats and pointy-headed wonks
wanting to achieve radical social change
to ensure “higher levels of national
hygiene”. Their intentions crystallised at
the first International Eugenics Congress,
held in London in 1912, which explored
such measures as life segregation of the
unfit, compulsory sterilisation,
restrictive marriage laws, eugenic
education campaigns, state involvement
in marriage partner selection, the
promotion of contraception, infanticide,
euthanasia and even polygamy for
people with “superior bloodlines”.
According to historian Maria Quine,
the congress was significant because it
revealed that eugenicists were willing to
“discuss openly measures that clearly
ran contrary to existing law and custom
in most countries”.
As Princeton historian T.C. Leonard
noted in his recent Illiberal Reformers
(2017, PUP), “In the first three decades
of the 20th century, eugenic ideas were
politically influential, culturally
fashionable, and scientifically
mainstream.” Showing its appeal across
the political divide, leaders from the
right, left and centre wove “race

“The Lord Jesus Christ, according to the
New Testament narratives, shunned every
noxious presupposition upon which the
eugenic worldview rested.”

Phil Burcham

improvement” themes into the fabric of
daily discourse. In the same way as 21st
century people signal their virtue by
supporting measures to allay climate
change, during the interwar period
people earned cosmic Brownie points by
publicly decrying “the unfit” and the toll
they take on future societies.
The rising influence of eugenics tested
the faith and valour of church leaders
across the world. After all, the Church is
called to witness to the Lord Jesus Christ
who, according to the New Testament
narratives, shunned every noxious
presupposition upon which the eugenic
worldview rested. Hence, far from
despising the medically imperfect, Christ
went out of His way to engage with
them every day.
Space allows just a few examples, yet
recall how when describing the events of
Holy Week, after telling how Christ
cleansed the temple of profiteers,
Matthew adds a key detail lacking from
the parallel accounts: “And the blind and
the lame came to Him in the temple, and
He healed them” (Matt 21:14). Or, in
Luke 14, just after healing a man with
congestive heart failure, Christ told His
extraordinary Parable of the Banquet,
among the most potently anti-eugenic
texts of all times. Finding his dinner
invitations refused by the excuse-making
upper-crust, “the master of the house
became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly to the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in the poor and crippled
and blind and lame’.” (Luke 14:21).
Eugenicists loathed the concern for the
needy that Christ bequeathed to His
WINTER 2018 15

followers, viewing it as an obstacle
blocking their social ambitions. Their
outlook is seen in sentiments expressed
by D.H. Lawrence, the transgressive
British novelist who was adored within
English Lit classes at high schools in my
youth. In a letter written in 1908,
Lawrence crudely inverted the Parable
of the Banquet: “If I had my way, I
would build a lethal chamber as big as
the Crystal Palace, with a military band
playing softly, and with a
Cinematograph working brightly, and
then I’d go out in back streets and main
streets and bring them all in, all the
sick, the halt, and the maimed: I would
lead them gently, and they would smile
at me.” In the 1930s, when I.G. Farben
factories made cyanide-releasing Zyklon
B capsules for use in Nazi gas
chambers, they followed a script not
unfamiliar to the cultural vanguard
across the English Channel.
We might imagine that the churches of
that era boldly withstood these mad
eugenic impulses. Unfortunately,
however, in mainline Protestant
churches of all theological stripes, the
moral vision enthroned within Christ’s
Kingdom was incapacitated as
progressive clergy fell prey to the Virus
of Eugenic Obsessions. Within
Australian Protestantism in particular,
vocal church leaders throughout the
Federation began urging their
denominations to support bold proeugenic measures. Hosting the
formation of the first Australian
eugenics society in 1911, Adelaide, our
dear old “City of Churches”, emerged
as a leading antipodean centre of
eugenic activism. Historians have

“Historians have speculated that as a key
centre for Lutheran migration, Adelaide was
susceptible to ideas imported from Germany,
then a hotbed of eugenic thought.”
speculated that as a key centre for
Lutheran migration, Adelaide was
susceptible to ideas imported from
Germany, then a hotbed of theological
modernism and eugenic thought.
Several prominent South Australian
clergy encouraged the fledgling cause,
including J.C. Kirkby, a noted
Congregational minister from the
seaside parish of Port Adelaide. His
forceful eugenic views are displayed in a
February 13, 1912, opinion piece in
The Register, now The Adelaide
Advertiser, in which he argued that
governments should rate eugenic
objectives above either management of
State finances or labour reforms, since
“the supreme question for the
community is hygienic”. Kirkby
proceeded to lambast conventional
“curative medicine” which merely
addressed the medical needs of “the
diseased, broken, weak, and deformed”.
He broodingly wondered whether
traditionally-minded doctors might be
doing more harm than good since they
served “to weaken the fabric of
humanity as a whole”. Their efforts to
heal the sick fell afoul of sound eugenic
theory because “alas, many of those
diseased weaklings preserved in existence
by medical skill are allowed to become
parents, and so to produce a type of
feeble and diseased human beings”.
Scholars of 20th century liberal

Protestantism often identify two wings
to the movement, with the “hard
Modernists” who repudiated all tenets
of historic Christianity on the left and
the “Evangelical Liberals” on the right
who typically upheld most key
concerns of historic Nonconformist
theology. According to the Australian
Dictionary of Biography, the Reverend
Kirkby was a noted church leader who
inhabited the latter rather than the
former grouping; in its estimate, “he
was devoted to ‘The Theology of the
Glorious Blood’ and steadfastly opposed
to higher criticism of the Bible.”
What drove this respected Adelaide
pastor into his mad, eccentric obsession
with eugenics in old age? The hint of an
answer is supplied by his entry in the
Biographical Dictionary which suggests
Kirkby embraced an unstable belief
system which tried to marry “an openmindedness towards Darwinism” to the
old orthodox Congregational faith. The
embarrassing newspaper trail that
reveals his appalling biomedical
bigotries to subsequent generations
leads to the same conclusion that Icarus
likely reached during his famous ascent
from Crete; as the sun’s heat began
melting the wax attaching the feathers
to his arms, Icarus finally realised that
some things just can’t be done.
Phil Burcham is a Perth academic and
elder in the PCWA.
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The good fight
Religious freedom in Australia is
coming under increasing pressure.
It’s time to stand up.

Jude Simion

A

ustralia has seen itself as a
country of equality, fairness
and justice for everyone. People
of many religions and none have coexisted, in one way or another, in this
free country for over a century.
However, the freedoms we have enjoyed
and often take for granted are now
being eroded.
The new law on marriage equality
passed by the Federal Parliament in
December 2017, while aiming to
provide equal status for same-sex
couples, has brought an onslaught of
discrimination and harassment to
Christians and those who publically
shared their decision to ‘Vote No’.
Churches, such as Waverly Baptist
Church in Melbourne, were vandalised
with graffiti urging people to “crucify
‘no’ voters”. The managing partner of
IBM, Mark Allaby, was called out by
LGBTI activists, for being on the board
of the Lachlan Macquarie Institute
which supported traditional marriage
while IBM was a key corporate
advocate for marriage equality.
Additionally, the rise of anti-

discrimination laws has silenced
Christians who are afraid to speak out,
and for those who do speak out the
consequences can be huge. Tasmanian
Presbyterian pastor Campbell
Markham has been taken to the AntiDiscrimination Commission for his
views on traditional marriage, although
the case has now been dropped. Yet the
law and the invidious process remain.
Section 116 of our Constitution
enshrines a prohibition on our Federal
Parliament “establishing any religion,
imposing religious observance, or
prohibiting the free exercise of any
religion”. It also prohibits a “religious
test” to be required as a “qualification
for any office or public trust under the
Commonwealth”.
Despite our Constitution’s being the
bedrock of our liberal democracy,
section 116 is limited to prohibiting
Parliament to make laws affecting
religious freedoms; it does not provide
direct protection for individuals whose
religious freedom has been encroached
on by other laws. Also, judicial courts
in Australia have interpreted this

“The rise of anti-discrimination laws has
silenced Christians who are afraid to speak
out, and for those who do speak out the
consequences can be huge.

freedom narrowly, which has meant less
protection for religious groups.
Australia’s international obligations
under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
Article 18, promoting the “free exercise
of religion” has had only symbolic force
in this nation despite Australia’s
promise to comply with its obligations.
It is up to us and the political will of
our politicians to ensure religious
freedoms are adequately protected
through laws that balance the rise of
anti-discrimination legislation targeting
Christians and other faith groups. One
may question how possible this is – and
certainly how likely.
Barnabas Fund has supported
persecuted Christians worldwide and
seeks to highlight the threat to religious
freedoms in Australia. We are launching
a new campaign to reclaim the heritage
of religious freedom in this nation by
calling our Parliament to enact a domestic
law to protect and at least attempt to
guarantee our religious freedom.
Sign the Petition today at
Ourreligiousfreedom.org.au
For more information write to us
jude.simion@barnabasfund.org or
download our latest booklet Turning
the Tide.
Jude Simion is Chief Operating Officer of
the Barnabas Fund Australia
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Pursue
God’s dream
God is the author of my life story, not me.
Madeleine Turner

O

ne of the first Bible verses I
learnt as a teenager was
Proverbs 16:9, “In his heart a
man plans his course, but the Lord
determines his steps.” At the time I
didn’t realise how helpful it would be in
countering all the worldly advice I
received about my future. I was told,
“Pursue your dreams!” and “Reach for
the stars!” Never mind if I lacked skill
or talent, because, well, “If you can
dream it, you can have it.” With
enough hard work, I could make all my
dreams come true!

It was tempting to believe, especially
when it appeared as though all others
were steering their own course and
achieving their ambitions. But I learnt
early on that it is God who determines
where we go and how our lives unfold.
He is the author of my life story, not
me. Sometimes that’s a hard truth to
swallow. So when I find myself
wrestling with God about unfulfilled
dreams and His plan for my life, I try
to remember a few key truths:
God is Sovereign
We are not God. Nor are we masters of
our own destinies. We struggle to
control how each day unfolds, let alone
our whole lives! God knows the end
from the beginning and He is sovereign
over all creation (Isaiah 46:10; Col.

1:17). He has planned every day of our
lives before one has come to pass
(Psalm 139:16). And He has the right
and the power to prevail upon our
plans, for His good and faithful
purposes (Psalm 135:6).
My life is not my own
When you become a Christian you lose
your life, as you knew it. Having been
purchased by Jesus’ blood, our lives no
longer belong to us, they belong to
Christ. Galatians 2:20 says, “I have
been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.” We
find entirely new life in Christ, so our
dreams and desires start to change and
we begin to want what He wants.
The best way to thank Jesus for His
sacrifice is to give our lives back to
Him, to be used according to His plan
and purposes. Christians are called to a
life of surrender. Nowhere in the Bible
does Jesus say, “Follow your dreams”;
He says, “Follow me”. Jesus’ command
is clear: “Whoever wants to be My
disciple must deny themselves and take
up their cross daily and follow Me”
(Luke 9:23). Jesus has been given
authority over heaven and earth (Matt.
28:18). He is Lord over everything –
and that includes your dreams,
decisions, plans and ambitions.

“We live in a world that perpetuates the lie
that our greatest satisfaction is found in
centring on ourselves.”
18 AP

Pursue Christ
We live in a world that perpetuates the
lie that our greatest satisfaction is found
in centring on ourselves, that pursuing
our dreams will quench our thirst and
give our lives meaning. But the
satisfaction we long for is not found in
pursuing our heart’s desires, it’s found in
centring on God. Our whole purpose is
to worship and glorify Him (1 Cor. 10:31).
God offers Himself in the person of Jesus
Christ. Christ alone provides the
satisfaction and joy we so desperately seek
(John 6:35). And He is so much better
than anything this world has to offer!
Though we may not have chosen many
of the directions in which God has led
us, we can rest assured that He is
working for our good and His glory
(Rom. 8:28-29). Jeremiah 29:11 says,
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” God knows
what He’s doing with our lives. Are we
willing to submit to Him and allow our
dreams to be transformed into His?
Madeleine Turner attends Ashfield
Presbyterian Church.
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Encourage
your preacher
The best reward a
preacher can get
Tom Eglington

D

o you give your preacher
feedback after the sermon? If
you don’t, you should. And if
you do, would you like to give more
encouraging feedback?
Let’s consider three common ways of
giving feedback and think about which
is the most encouraging to a preacher.
First: “That was really good.” This is
often said to preachers, but they don’t
find it all that encouraging.

The preacher has just spent a fair
number of hours in the week poring
over the text, considering carefully how
best to present the message in a way
that will be clear and impactful and
thinking deeply about how the text
applies to the people who will be
hearing the sermon. Preachers will
often pray over their sermon
preparation, asking God to change
people through the preaching of the
Word. They are hoping for people to be
changed, to understand the point of the
passage, to want to apply the text to
their life.
Unfortunately, telling your preacher that
he just preached “a really good sermon”
doesn’t help the preacher see that the
sermon achieved any of these things.

Second: “You could have done this bit
better” or “You missed that bit.” This
feedback can also leave the preacher
feeling like there was something
missing. It is a little more encouraging
than the first because it shows that
people were listening and thinking
during the sermon. This is good news
for the preacher – people are engaging
with the text to the point that they
come up with a better way of
explaining it, or an application that the
preacher missed.
The problem with this type of feedback
is that the preacher is left wondering if
you were just listening critically, trying
to hear those parts of the sermon that
could have been done better – or if you
were listening in order to be changed
by the message. Remember, that is what
a good preacher is striving for – a clear
and accurate explanation of the Bible,
applied to the congregation’s lives,
changing the hearts of those who hear.
The preacher knows there were things
that could have been done better and
I’m sure he’s thankful for tips for
improvement, but what are we telling
our preachers by our feedback? Are we
telling them that we come to church
each week to hear them preach so that
we can help them improve their

“It shows the preacher that despite his
many failings, God’s Word is not
returning void. People are getting it.”

preaching? Or are we telling them that
we have come to submit to what the
Bible says and be changed by it?
Third: “I was really
encouraged/rebuked/corrected/taught
by this part of the sermon and it made
me think about this part of the text and
that part of my life. What do you think
about ….?”
This is what preachers love to hear.
What’s so good about this feedback?
Well, it shows the preacher that you
were impacted by the preached word in
specific ways. This is such an
encouragement, as it helps the preacher
to see that God is using His Word
preached. It shows the preacher that
despite his many failings, God’s Word is
not returning void. People are getting
it. The congregation are thinking about
the text.
The preacher will see a variety of ways in
which the sermon encouraged, rebuked,
built up and corrected. He will be
encouraged that the congregation are
seeking to understand the Bible more
deeply and apply it more fully to their
lives.
And just imagine what conversations
over a cup of tea would be like if we all
gave each other this sort of feedback
after the sermon! Imagine if we each
shared these same sorts of thoughts not
just with the preacher but also with our
fellow church attendees.
Tom Eglington is manager of Reformers’
Bookshop, Stanmore, NSW.
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Books
A Short Introduction to the
Westminster Assembly and
its Work
Rowland S. Ward
New Melbourne
Press, 2017
Stuart Bonnington
Carrying his
substantial
scholarship lightly,
Rowland Ward
has produced here
a modest volume which will be of
considerable help to elders and church
people, old and new, in Presbyterian
and Reformed churches worldwide and
here in Australia. The influence of some
of Ward’s earlier books and significant
contemporary authors including Polly
Ha, J.V. Fesko and Chad Van Dixhoorn
is clear throughout.
Nicely illustrated along the way, Ward’s
book is easy to read and will certainly
further help “the recovery of confessional
orthodoxy” in the life the local church.
We need more volumes like this, which
make “righteousness readable” (to cite
Professor Tom Wilkinson) and do it all
in less than 125 pages. The
Westminster Assembly is set within its
historical context simply but well. Then
follow thematic studies on the
(gathered) worship of the church,
church order/confessional subscription
and a review of the structure and
character of the Westminster
Confession and associated Catechisms.
Thirty pages are given over to notes on
some of the teachings of the
Confession, condensed from Ward’s
larger Westminster Confession of Faith
commentary. The reader finds much
help here. For example, Ward gives 10
reasons to believe in the unique position
of the moral law (96-97) and then
comments helpfully: “Although the ten
commandments can be distinguished,
20 AP

Christians do not obey them because
commanded by Moses, but as they
receive them from Christ in the Gospel.
For we are not under the
covenant given through Moses,
but under the new covenant given
through Christ. Thus, one can
readily admit that the law of
Moses as a unit is superseded, yet
highlight the ten commandments
as of abiding relevance. This is so,
not because they are part of the law
of Moses, but because in essence
they date from creation, the Lord
merely republishing them in a
particular context through Moses.”
There is some unevenness of type size
on certain pages (38, 96) variation of
style (39, 40) and some typos (18, 24).
A surprising omission from the list of
modern language texts of the
Westminster Confession was the
Westminster Confession of Faith for the
21st Century, prepared and published
by the Presbyterian Church of Australia
to mark the centenary of the General
Assembly of Australia in 2001. It
contained a very valuable scripture
index to the WCF.
A Short Introduction to the Westminster
Assembly and its Work is not the final
word on its subject but it is a very helpful
first word and deserves a wide readership.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots
Presbyterian Church, Fremantle, WA.

missionaries, pastors and elders went to
their churches to preach, and found
that hardly anyone had turned up to
worship God. There was a widespread
apostasy to the Jon Frum (or perhaps
‘Brum’, meaning ‘broom’) cargo cult.
This cult called for a repudiation of
Christianity and a return to traditional
pagan customs while waiting for Jon to
come from America with all the cargo
required for an earthly paradise – rather
like the platform of many a modern
Western political party.
If Tanna proved hard going for J. G.
Paton in the 1850s and ’60s, it proved
no easier for Christian evangelists to
reclaim lost ground since the emergence
of the cult in World War II. The hero
of this story, Maliwan, was born into
the Jon Frum cult in 1973. Despite not
being a Christian, he was urged to
study at the Talua Ministry Training
Centre. He was drunk when he agreed
to go, but it led to his conversion and
his baptism in 1995, and his subsequent
taking up Christian work in Tanna.
The story is yet to be completed, but in
1999 Fred Nase, a Jon Frum devotee
who was working on a Taiwanese
fishing trawler, had a vision where some
kind of spirit told him to seek to bring
the cargo cult and the church closer
together in unity. Pastor Maliwan was
understandably very wary of this
overture, but in a sense he was already a
product of this movement towards unity.

Cargo Cult to
Christ
Maliwan’s Story
Robert McKean
Eider Books, 2017.
Peter Barnes
In May 1941 on the
island of Tanna in the
New Hebrides (now
called Vanuatu),
Presbyterian
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The tide was flowing in the
Christian direction. In May
2000 a dam wall on Lake
Siwi broke, and villagers of
all beliefs took refuge in
Maliwan’s church. In 2003
Maliwan was imprisoned for
a time, and then a yam
controversy broke out, as Jon
Frum insists that yams can
only be harvested in April.
There were reports in 2006
and after that perhaps 7000

Jon Frum members had become
Christians, but more sober analysts, like
Robert himself, see these as wild
exaggerations. Nevertheless, the work
goes on, and Maliwan is something of
an Arthur Stace, making inroads into
the kingdom of Satan and adding to
the kingdom of Christ.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

Particular Redemption
John Hurrion
Banner of Truth, 2017
Peter Barnes

Mr Eternity

John Hurrion
(c.1675-1731)
was a
Nonconformist
minister who
worked in
Norfolk and
then London.
He prepared
four sermons
on Particular
Redemption which he turned into
lectures for a publication, edited by
Abraham Taylor, which came out in
1732, a year after Hurrion’s death. In
fact, Hurrion’s deteriorating health
meant that he only ever preached the
first two of these sermons, but the last
two must have been almost ready
because Taylor denied making any
alterations. In true Puritan style, they
were all based on one text: Titus 2:14.
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John Elias wrote the preface to this
publication, and declared: “The
doctrine presented and defended here is
of the greatest import. It contains the
sum and substance of the gospel.” Few
evangelicals today would write in such
terms but they would do well to work
through Hurrion’s thorough treatment
of the subject. Hurrion deals with
almost every conceivable objection, and
shows us that Christ came to save, not
just to make salvation possible. The
result is a work that is clear,
comprehensive and convincing.

The Story of Arthur Stace
Roy Williams
with Elizabeth
Meyers
Acorn Press,
2017.
Peter Barnes
Over 35 years,
and perhaps
half a million
times, Arthur
Stace chalked
his distinctive rendition of
“Eternity” over the pavements of
Sydney. Raised in a dysfunctional and
degraded household, Stace in his youth
knew more about abusive language,
drunkenness, prostitution and stealing
than the fruit of the Spirit. Somehow
he managed to obtain enough of an
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education to be literate, and then was
wonderfully converted and discipled
through the human means of Canon R.
B. S. Hammond and Pastor John
Gotch Ridley.
At prayer meetings he would leap to his
feet and cite Psalm 103:1. When
preaching in the open air, he would
place his Bible on the footpath with his
hat on it, circle it, and cry out: “It’s
alive! It’s alive!” before adding the rest
of Hebrews 4:12-13. John Starr, who
was secretary of Burton Street
Tabernacle for thirty years and knew
Stace well, remembered him as
intelligent and witty, one who would
cite Numbers 32:23 as “Be sure your
sins will find you in”, i.e. in jail.
Some statements need correcting.
Williams says that the two forces
which opposed the eugenics
campaigns of the day were the
Labor movement and the Christian
churches. Actually, they should have
opposed eugenics, but both were
riddled with supporters of the
destructive perfectionism of the
“good birth” worldview. Also, to call
Clover Moore “a believing Catholic”
is not to take Catholicism seriously.
But we ought to be grateful for this
definitive and overdue work on the one
whose one-word ministry was, in Jenny
Story’s words, “a bucket of cold water, a
wake-up call”. Small wonder that John
15:16 was marked in his much-used
Bible.
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Wisdom in Leadership
Craig Hamilton
Matthias Media,
2015
Tom Eglington
If you are a leader
in any sense of
the word, in any
type of
organisation,
you should have
this book on
your shelf. This
is a rare book
because it fits in the category
of a biblical how-to guide. It is
intensely practical while maintaining a
firm biblical worldview. Hamilton
manages to seamlessly weave the
Biblical-worldview into the short
chapters addressing leadership wisdom.
He and the publisher, Matthias Media,
suggest that this book is for pastors and
church leaders but they are selling
themselves a bit short. Having worked
for a large multinational and seen a
little of how leadership is approached
there, I would recommend the wisdom
found in these pages for Christians in
leadership positions in secular
organisations.
I think it could be a great asset to help

leaders live out their faith at work.
Advice like “plan prayer into the centre
of every team gathering or
meeting” may not be able to
be worked out in the secular
workplace but there is enough
actionable advice to keep the
reader thinking and changing. I
wonder what would happen if
Christian leaders in secular jobs
prayed for their work like a
pastor should!
The book is organised into four
sections, each with numerous
short chapters. The sections deal
with Leadership Foundations,
Leading Yourself, Leading Others and
Leading the Ministry. With most
chapters sitting at five to eight pages
long, I found reading one to four
chapters a day very useful to keep me
thinking about how to lead well.
At the end of each chapter there are
some suggested related chapters. The
chapters are so engaging that I would at
times keep flicking through to the
related chapters to get more thoughtprovoking ideas – much like a “choose
your own adventure” book.
With chapter titles like “Prayer is
mandatory” and “Don’t let what God
wants you to do get in the way of who
God wants you to be”, this book is set

on Biblical foundations. And yet,
chapter titles like “Shut up and listen”,
“Find the awesome” and “Ignore the
org-chart” show that this is a very
down-to-earth book with advice that it
is easy to put into effect.
Tom Eglington is manager of Reformers
Bookshop, NSW

John G. Paton
Missionary to the Cannibals
of the South Seas
Paul Schlehlein
Banner of
Truth,
2017.
Peter Barnes
Paul
Schlehlein,
who is a
missionary
in rural
Africa, has
given us a
short
biography
of J. G. Paton, who
devoted his long life to the New
Hebrideans of Tanna, then Aniwa.
There are four chapters on Paton’s life
and six chapters on lessons from that
life. It is most attractively presented,
and stimulating to read. Schlehlein
takes Paton’s side in his numerous
disputes, but does so with a clear grasp
of the issues involved. Any potential
reader who is looking for a suitable
introduction to the stirring labours of
Paton would do well to begin with this
book. From the first – very laconic –
sentence to the last – rather more
potent – this book will intrigue, inform
and encourage.
There was a time when Paton’s name
was well-known and respected in the
evangelical world - and farther abroad.
A work such as this may do something
to at least keep his name alive, and
more importantly, his self-sacrificing
faith. As some of the natives affirmed:
“If their God makes them do all that,
we may well worship him too.”
Many of these books are available
at Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au

22 AP

SU BSCRIB E FOR YOUR O WN FREE COPY AT AP. OR G. AU

WINTER 2018 23

God’s grace comes in the
context of judgment

F

or some time there has been an
error which has been nurtured in
evangelical circles that sounds
thoroughly evangelical yet actually
undermines the whole message of the
evangelical, that is to say biblical, faith.
Because our greatest need as sinful human
beings is for God to show His grace to us,
it has become common to hear of the
grace of God proclaimed as though that
were His essential attribute, if we can
put it like that. God is grace, and so is
obliged by His very nature to be gracious.

Yet there is something quite drastically
wrong with this presentation of the
gospel. Somehow, evangelicals have come
to be reading the wrong road map – or
reading the right road map wrongly.
There is a Richmond in New South
Wales and there is a Richmond in
Victoria. If one is hoping to arrive at
one of them, one needs to make sure
that one is in the right state. A
destination with the same name is not
the same destination.
What, then, is God’s essential attribute?
The question itself sounds heretical, so
one hesitates. All of God’s attributes fit
together seamlessly, so none of them can
be regarded as anything like “additions”.
Nevertheless, God must be eternal or else
there would be something behind God,
or an infinite regress of gods (Ps. 90:2;
102:27; Isa. 44:6). He is also holy, and

He must be holy (Lev. 19:2; Isa. 6:5); it
is impossible for Him to sin (Tit. 1:2;
Heb. 6:18). One must add that He is
self-sufficient; He is not like us in that
He does not need anything (Acts
17:25). When Israelites offered Him
sacrifices, He reminded them, and us,
that He already owned everything in all
creation (Ps. 50).
We have now arrived at a difficulty in
that God is love (1 John 4:8) and He is
a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29). He had
no deep-seated need to create the world
(but He did), nor us (but He did), nor
to redeem anybody from sin and death
(but He did). What impelled Him to
do this? Clearly, it was His loving
kindness, overflowing mercy, and
undeserved love. So it is by grace that
we are saved (Eph. 2:8). God is
described as being “rich in mercy”
(Eph. 2:4). Would not any Christian
want to ponder that truth, and any
preacher to expound it?
Yet if we are not careful we may
understand it in a way that actually
debases it. We owe God a debt which
we cannot pay and yet if we profess to
have received His grace without
knowing what it means we have
nothing (Matt. 18:21-35). This takes us
to the heart of the matter. Many
understand the book of Romans to be
teaching justification by God’s free

“Grace is an attribute that bounces off justice;
if there is no justice, there is not grace, but
lawlessness. God cannot be lawless.”

the

Rich in
mercy

LAST WORD

Peter Barnes
grace which we receive by faith. True
enough, but look at what Paul says
about Christ’s shed blood in
propitiation for the sins of His people.
Calvary shows the righteousness of
God, that He might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus (Rom. 3:25-26).
Grace is an attribute that bounces off
justice; if there is no justice, there is not
grace, but lawlessness. God cannot be
lawless. God must be just to all, and
His love means there is a love for all.
Yet His holiness means He cannot show
grace to all in the same way that He
shows justice to all. It is not easy to
explain – but He must be loving, but
He is not under the same compulsion
to be gracious in a saving way.
One of the most common heresies of
today is that if there is a heaven,
everybody goes there. It is a place where
cricketers continue to play cricket,
drinkers continue to press the
boundaries, and everybody has a
rollicking good time. God is not
offended by anything much that we do
here on earth. Aussie values should be
enough to get you a ticket. It has been
coming for a good while. Just before he
was hanged by the Nazis in 1945,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer lamented: “One is
distressed by the failure of reasonable
people to perceive either the depths of
evil or the depths of the holy.”
Until we do better than these “reasonable”
people, evangelicals will continue to
embrace a grace which has the biblical
name but not the biblical content.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

