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By design
Eloquent absence
A frustrated pastor
Staying true

Editorial
R

obert Blair (1593-1666) was one
of the 2000 Puritan pastors who
were ejected from the national
church in England in 1662. To be more
exact, he left early, as he was forced to
resign his charge in late 1661. His father
had died when Robert was very young,
and his mother was left a widow for
nearly 50 years. He does not seem to
have been raised in a particularly religious
household, and his mother only
professed conversion much later in life.

About the age of six, Robert was left
alone in the house in Irvine, Ayrshire,
one Lord’s Day as he was feeling

indisposed. He records that the Lord
caused his conscience to reflect upon
this query: “Wherefore (meaning “For
what reason”, not “Where”) servest thou,
unprofitable creature?” Young Blair
recorded – or older Blair remembered:
“I, not being able to answer, looking
out at a window, I saw the sun brightly
shining, and a cow with a full udder. I
thought with myself, I know that [the]
sun was made to shine and give light to
the world, and that [the] cow was made
to give milk to nourish me, and the like;
but being still ignorant wherefore [i.e. “as
to why”] I was made, I went pensive up
and down that gallery wherein I was.”
Contemplating the place of a cow in
the cosmic scheme of things led the sixyear old to think of the kirk where such
a mystery might be disclosed. Thus it
was that not long after this experience,

young Blair found himself in the local
kirk where the preacher was an English
minister who had been censured by the
bishops, and was heading for Ireland.
His text was “But as to me, it is good to
me to draw near to God” (Psalm 73:28).
Blair wrote later: “These words, being
the text whereon he was preaching, he
very often repeated in his sermon; and
every time my heart was much affected
therewith. I consented to that truth,
and heartily approved it, and thought,
verily, the Lord had given me the
answer of the query that my conscience
had made a little before”.
It is not given to all to contemplate a
cow and to be drawn near to God, but
it is yet another illustration of the truth
that the creation rightly viewed will point
us to the Creator of heaven and earth.
Peter Barnes
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From beauty to
DNA, the evidence
for intelligent
design is growing

Designer World
Professor Stuart Burgess talks to Peter Hastie

P

rofessor Stuart Burgess is
Professor of Engineering Design
at the University of Bristol (UK).
He was an assistant director of research
at Cambridge University where he has
also lectured. He has published more
than 150 secular papers on the science
of design and has been co-editor of the
International Journal of Design and
Nature. He has received numerous
national and international awards for
his contribution to his field of science.
He recently headed the British
engineering team that redesigned the
transmission chains and chain wheels
for the British Olympic Cycling Team
that won six gold, four silver and a
bronze medal at the 2016 Rio Olympics.
Professor Burgess has written several
Christian books including Hallmarks of
Design, The Design & Origin of Man
and He Made the Stars Also. These books
can be obtained from PTC Media (see
www.ptc.edu.au). He is married to
Jocelyn and has five children.
Stuart, why do you think the
subject of design is such a useful
line of argument to pursue when
engaging people today about the
existence of God?
I think it’s useful because it’s self-evident
that design reveals a designer. I was

once involved in the design of the world’s
largest civilian satellite, Envisat – it was
around 30 metres in length and
weighed about 10 tonnes. It was an
enormous and complex project. To
suggest that a space-ship involving the
complexity of this satellite materialised
from nowhere just doesn’t make sense.
It was the result of years of meticulous
planning by highly trained experts.
More recently I led a team of
technicians, research associates and
students at Bristol University in
designing the transmission system for
the British Olympic cycling team. We
spent two years designing and testing
chains and chain wheels that would
provide the team with the most
efficient device. If anyone suggested
that the design of this transmission
system was a purely random process
that would be ridiculous! We spent
more than 1000 hours in the lab alone
trialing and perfecting it. We know
from experience that things like this
just don’t happen randomly or
haphazardly, especially when they are
very complex.
Of course, the world itself is a far more
complex system than a satellite or a
transmission device for a bicycle. I
think that the sophisticated design and

“With microscopes and telescopes, the design
argument is clearer than ever. It’s a powerful
argument in favour of God’s existence.”

fine-tuning that we see in the world
points convincingly to a designer.
Interestingly, the Bible itself teaches
that we can see evidence of God’s
power and nature in the world: “For
since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities – His eternal power
and divine nature – have been clearly
seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without
excuse” (Rom 1:20). I believe that the
Bible is correct when it says that the
natural world is like a second book. Of
course, the Bible is the most important
book; it describes everything we need
to know about God and His purposes.
But the natural world is another book,
and it tells us that there is a Creator,
and it reveals His attributes too.
So today, with microscopes and
telescopes, the design argument is
clearer than it has ever been. In fact, it’s
a powerful argument in favour of God’s
existence. Incidentally, it’s not a new
argument. It has been around for a long
time and was made famous in the more
modern period by a British scholar,
William Paley, more than 200 years ago.
With around 20% of the adult
population now claiming to be
atheists, do you think that the
design argument carries much
weight?
I think it does in the light of modern
scientific discoveries. For example, in
more recent times microbiologists have
discovered that the living cell has all the
SU M ME R 2016/ 17 3

evidence of complex design. It consists
of genetic material and many intricate
biological “machines”, all of which are
necessary to preserve the functions and
life of the cell.
When you look through a powerful
microscope you can see how all these
small machines must act in concert and
perform their various functions in a
coordinated manner for the cell to
survive.
Even biologists who believe in evolution
sometimes admit that it takes enormous
faith to believe that those little molecular
machines evolved by chance. There are
so many separate processes taking place
simultaneously in each “machine” that
it is impossible to explain how they
could occur randomly, especially when
you realise that they are far more complex
and inter-related than the workings of a
large, fully automated factory.

So, are you suggesting that
evolutionists are the ones with
blind faith?
Precisely! It is far more difficult to
explain the operation of their model
than it is to believe in God as a designer.
It’s important to realise that whatever
we believe about origins is ultimately a
matter of faith. The original creation was
an unrepeatable event and only God was
there to witness it. Further, since we
cannot repeat the creation of the universe
in a controlled experiment, we have no
way of obtaining scientific data that
conclusively proves either special creation
or evolution. Both positions require faith.
My point is simply this: I think it takes
extraordinary faith to believe that this
incredible, beautiful, complex and
ordered world could come about just
by chance. I believe that evolutionists
lack convincing evidence for their theory,

“It is interesting that the media rarely tells us
that we have significant similarities in our
genome with a banana”

particularly in the light of what we are
now learning about microbiology and
information theory. All that we have
learned about the nature of design in
more recent times makes the argument
for an intelligent Designer even more
credible than before.
What do you hope to achieve by
going down this route of arguing
about intelligent design?
First of all, I want to give believers
confidence. There are lots of people
who believe that the Bible is the
authoritative Word of God, but
sometimes they lose confidence in
believing. For example, many Christians
have been told either at school or in
university that so-called “science” has
proved the Genesis account of creation
to be incorrect. So I want to give believers
confidence that what they believe is
reasonable; it is not implausible at all.
Second, I also want to challenge
unbelievers. I don’t think any of my
arguments will convert an unbeliever,
but I think God can use some of my
comments on the design argument to
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remove objections to the Gospel and
work in people’s hearts. And so I hope
that people will realise that intelligent
design is a respectable position that has
both scientific and biblical support and
warrants their attention.
I also understand that providing
persuasive arguments in favour of a
Creator is not the same as showing that
the Creator is the God of the Bible.
However, having said that, I believe
that the design of the earth shows that
the Creator is a “caring” God and this
opens the door for me to show how He
supremely cares for us through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Finally, I want to speak up for academic
scientists too, because I’m surprised
how many of them are actually
sympathetic to intelligent design. Many
will never say that in their lectures or in
the media. They are often scared to
admit it because of the professional
consequences for them that may follow.
However, from my conversations with
scientists I believe the media give the
wrong impression that all scientists
reject intelligent design. It is just not
true. The idea that all scientists side
with Richard Dawkins is nonsense. So I
want to speak up for many academic
scientists who acknowledge that it’s
reasonable to believe that there must be
some intelligence behind the creation
of this world and it’s intellectually
respectable to do so.
So, are you saying that there are
substantial numbers of academic
scientists who believe in
intelligent design?
I am saying there are far more than we
are led to believe. Although they may
not necessarily believe in the Bible, they
are nevertheless sympathetic to intelligent
design. When I was working at
Cambridge, my supervisor was Professor
Michael Ashby. He was a Fellow of the
Royal Society and a very famous senior
professor there. He was an agnostic.
However, about 20 years ago he wrote
in the introduction of one of his main
books that he knew that there were
some scientists who believed in divine
design and others who didn’t, and he
thought it was fine to have either view.
He is just one example of many

academics who are open to the idea of
intelligent design. Unfortunately the
media today don’t portray that reality.
You’ve mentioned one of the
major contributors to the design
argument, William Paley. Does he
have anything to contribute to
this debate today, since he lived
more than 200 years ago?
I have read many of the more recent
books on intelligent design, but I still
think that William Paley remains
relevant. I feel that a lot of modern
intelligent design proponents do not
give Paley due credit for his impressive
work. Paley spoke of irreducible
complexity (although not using that
exact term) and the fact that
sophisticated machines have so many
intricate and specific parts that there is
no possibility that they could have
come about by chance. He used a
mechanical watch as an analogy.
However, he also referred to many
other more complex biological systems
such as the human body, and he
showed a great deal of insight into its
complexity and design. Paley was also
very good at anticipating objections.
So, for example, he said it wouldn’t
invalidate his conclusion of design if
you had never seen things designed, or
if you’d never seen the designer. So he
had a very systematic way of presenting
the design argument, and I think it’s
still an illuminating text for people to
read today.
Where do you start with your
argument on design when you’re
talking to people who believe that
we evolved from earlier forms of
life through natural selection?
I think human beings are one of the
most compelling pieces of evidence for
intelligent design. Many people don’t
realise that human beings are
“purposefully over-designed”. We are
designed for so much more than just
surviving and reproducing. For
instance, we have hands that are
designed for much more than merely

hurling a spear or throwing a punch.
Human hands have pinch grips and a
network of very fine muscles. They are
obviously designed for very intricate
tasks, like playing musical instruments,
writing, painting, surgery and doing
very delicate craft work. And that’s
exactly what you’d expect if Adam and
Eve were created in God’s image to be a
creative beings and stewards of the
creation. But our great skills and
intelligence are not what you’d expect if
we had just evolved by mere chance to
be hunter-gatherers.
It’s often said today that there’s
not a great deal of difference
between human beings and other
lower primates such as apes or
monkeys, and we actually share a
significant amount of DNA in
common. How do you respond to
that?
The media often say that there’s only a
5% or so difference between the
genome of the chimpanzee and a
human being. But that doesn’t really
mean anything. As a scientist and an
expert in design, I know that you don’t
compare two systems in that way.
It is interesting that the media rarely
tell us that we have significant
similarities in our genome with a
banana (because we share some of the
same biochemistry). I don’t recall
reading any articles suggesting that we
are somehow related to bananas! I think
we need to be critically aware of what
we read or hear in the media.
The same goes for our supposed
relation to chimpanzees. Having some
similarities in our genome to monkeys
doesn’t really prove anything. If we are
going to make a meaningful
comparison between two different
creatures it is better to look at our
different capabilities. The simple truth
is that we are vastly different to
chimpanzees in terms of our different
functionalities. In some ways, we are
100% different to a chimpanzee. In
English we have up to one million

“John Maynard Smith, a very prominent
evolutionist, once admitted that he thought
beauty was the biggest problem for evolution.”
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“The ultimate reason why people choose
atheism and its account of origins is that
they don’t want to believe in a Creator
and a Judge.”
words in our vocabulary. Chimpanzees
have no words in their vocabulary. We
walk on two legs; chimpanzees are
quadrupeds. We are completely
different in many other ways too.
Does this make a lot of difference
between humans and
chimpanzees?
Yes, it makes a huge difference. The
ability to distinguish words and to
speak makes a profound difference to
our lives. We have an ability to
communicate abstract thoughts;
chimpanzees can’t do this. It means
they have a completely different life to
human beings. So yes, when you look
at the functionality of humans and
chimpanzees, you see a vast difference
between the two different species.
What are some of the easiest
ways to introduce the argument
for intelligent design?
I find one of the easiest is asking people
to consider the idea of beauty. It can be
visual beauty, for example, a peacock
tail feather, or musical beauty, as with
bird song. People enjoy beauty and they
can relate to it very easily. What most
of them don’t realise is that the reality
of beauty is an enormous challenge to
evolution, so that’s the one I’ve most
enjoyed presenting on.
Why do you say beauty is such a
challenge to the theory of
evolution?
First, I think it’s important that people
realise that I am not the only one
making this claim; evolutionists
acknowledge it themselves.
John Maynard Smith, a very prominent
evolutionist, once admitted that he
thought beauty was the biggest
problem for evolution. The reason is
this: beauty requires a lot of
information, a lot of precise planning,
and an immense amount of energy and
creativity to produce.
You can see this in the beauty of a
6 AP

cathedral or a great painting. And when
you see embellishment or beauty that
has no physical function at all – it is
merely serving an aesthetic or
decorative purpose – then that becomes
a very powerful evidence of design.
Evolutionists believe that life has
evolved or developed due to the
survival instinct. The problem is that
beauty is unnecessary for survival. So
where did it come from? Beauty only
exists because of the activity of a
designer.
If you look at the patterns in a peacock
feather – the mathematical shapes, the
bright colours – such intricate beauty
requires an immense amount of
intelligence, information and planning.
It must have come from somewhere.
The question is: where? Either it was an
intelligent and talented source, or there
were some bizarre accidents of nature
that produced this beauty. However, no
one has yet successfully explained how
such intricate beauty could come about
by chance. The existence of beauty is a
problem that evolutionists have not
been able to solve.
So do you think that one of the
reasons why people are reluctant
to accept the design argument is
that we simply do not think
enough?
No, I don’t think that’s the real
problem. The desire to understand the
beginning of the universe and human
origins has prompted an enormous
amount of research and thought over
thousands of years. So a lack of thought
does not explain the resistance that we
often meet to the concept of intelligent
design.
From my experience of having had
debates and discussions with my
colleagues and the general public on
this subject for more than 20 years, I
have come to realise that people today
resist the idea of a Supreme Creator.
They want to be free of any outside

Professor Stuart Burgess
control and constraints, and the idea of
a Creator frustrates their plans.
Of course, if there is a Creator and He
makes something, it is reasonable to
believe that He does it for a purpose.
And if God has a will and a purpose,
this also implies that He will judge
those who violate His will. And this is
the nub of the problem: people resent
the fact that God the Creator will one
day judge them for resisting His will
and purpose.
The very idea that God is Creator is a
very big problem for people who
believe they are autonomous and have
the right to live as they choose,
especially when this belief is their
fundamental driver in life. This
explains their worldview and their
atheism. They don’t want to believe
that there is a Creator.
A big problem with modern secular
science is that there is a worldview that
says that God must be excluded from
science, no matter what the evidence
shows. There’s actually a famous
quotation from the Journal of Nature,
where a scientist said that even if all the
data in the world pointed to an intelligent
designer, he would still reject it because
that is not a naturalistic explanation.
Some atheists are simply not interested
considering evidence for intelligent
design. So I think the ultimate reason
why people choose atheism and its
account of origins is that they don’t want
to believe in a Creator and a Judge.
Peter Hastie is the principal of the
Presbyterian Theological College of Victoria.
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An eloquent
absence
The missing links in the fossil record are a mute
endorsement of Genesis
Mark Harwood

T

he headlines are rarely silent for
long these days on the subject
of man’s origins. Missing links
seem to be the holy grail of palaeoanthropology, as if we are desperate to show
that we arrived on this planet by pure
chance. Of course, the Christian will
recognise that God is Sovereign over all
things, so many will assume that God
must have used the processes of time
and chance to create. Others argue that
the Bible says God created in six days
and since He is all-powerful-and-allknowing, the Christian should simply
believe it. But doesn’t that put science
and faith in conflict? A key element of
this debate is the so-called “missing
links”.

The story of evolution attempts to
explain the existence of the entire
universe by natural processes through
cosmic evolution (formation of stars
and galaxies), geological evolution
(formation of planets and earth in
particular), chemical evolution (origin
of first life), biological evolution
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ap.org.au
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(diversity arising from the first
primordial cell) and finally, human
evolution (the development of humans
from a common ancestor with the apes).
But any account constrained to natural
processes a priori excludes the
possibility of a supernatural cause for
the existence of everything. In other
words, it is inherently atheistic because
it assumes there is no God and this
assumption becomes the axiom on
which the entire philosophical
construct of evolution rests. Christians
who assume God used evolution do so
because it is assumed that the science is
irrefutably established. Surely the fossil
record shows clear evidence of a gradual
development of life forms from simple
to complex over vast periods of time
culminating in the arrival of human
beings? If this is true, the Christian has
no choice but to try and fit this history
of life into the Bible. But is it true?
Charles Darwin’s proposed mechanism
for biological evolution, if correct,
should have produced an unmistakable
series of transitions from lower forms of
life to higher forms preserved in the
fossil record which is assumed to be a

record in stone of the history of life
over aeons of time. However, Darwin
was well aware that the fossil record did
not support his theory. He wrote: “Why
then is not every geological formation
and every stratum full of such
intermediate links? Geology assuredly
does not reveal any such finely graduated
organic chain; and this, perhaps, is the
most obvious and serious objection which
can be urged against the theory.”
Darwin assumed that the incompleteness
of the fossil record was the reason for this
lack of evidential support but he assumed
that as more and more fossils were found,
the gaps would be filled. One hundred
and fifty years later, millions of fossils
have been found and catalogued and
many classifications proposed to reveal
the gradual development of living things
over geologic time. Countless books and
papers have been published including one
where the author, British Museum of
Natural History senior palaeontologist
Colin Patterson, subsequently
acknowledged to a reader: “I fully agree
with your comments on the lack of
direct illustration of evolutionary
transitions in my book. If I knew of

The evidence we observe in the present is
always interpreted in the light of what we
believe about the past.
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any, fossil or living, I would certainly
have included them. …I will lay it on
the line — there is not one such fossil
for which one could make a watertight
argument.”
So the fossil record stands as a silent
witness against the claims of biological
evolution to this day. The anticipated
links are conspicuous by their glaring
absence! So why are there “missing
links”? Could it be that the model of
slow gradual development of living things
from simple to complex is not true?
The answer lies in understanding what
science is actually capable of telling us
about our origins. All scientific
experiments are conducted in the
present. We are not able to make
observations and conduct experiments
in the past, particularly the distant past
of so-called deep time where people
speak of millions and even billions of
years. The evidence we observe in the
present is always interpreted in the light
of what we believe about the past. We
need to remember that the evolutionary
story, as usually told, begins with the
naturalistic assumption there is no
God. But why should we believe the
conclusions reached when they start
from a faulty premise?
The Bible’s account of history in the
book of Genesis tells us that God
created the heavens and the earth and
all that is in them in six normal-length

days a matter of a few thousand years
ago. Man was created on the sixth day
of the Creation Week and so had no
animal ancestor. The first man, Adam,
rebelled against God and brought sin,
suffering and death into the once “very
good” creation. Evolution says death
brought forth Adam, but the Bible says
Adam brought forth death.
Every kind of living creature was
created to reproduce after its own kind,
according to Genesis. One kind of
creature has never been observed to
change into another kind. Indeed, the
fossil record affirms that fully formed
organisms “appear” abruptly without
any transitional forms. Organisms do
change in response to changing
environments but only through the loss
of genetic information and never
through the gain of novel genetic
information not already present in the
genome. Adaptation, as this process is
rightly called, is a downhill process, not
an uphill one as required for one kind
to change into another.
Genesis then devotes three whole
chapters to describing a global watery
disaster that wiped out all creatures
with the breath of life in their nostrils
except for those with Noah on the Ark.
Massive sedimentary rock sequences on
every continent of the globe stand as
silent testimony to the truth of the
Genesis account. And embedded in
those rapidly laid sedimentary rocks are

the remains of once living creatures,
not arranged in the order in which they
lived but in the order in which they
were buried as a result of the Flood.
The fossil record is mute testimony to
the truth of the biblical record of history!
But why does all this matter? If the
fossil record shows millions of years of
death, disease, suffering, thorns, pain
and extinction then that would mean
God is the author of such things. But
the Bible reveals that He is a God of
love, mercy, compassion and
faithfulness – hardly the god of
evolution with its breathtaking cruelty,
randomness and bold thirsty ways. As
Professor David Hull observed in
Nature magazine: “The God of the
Galápagos is careless, wasteful,
indifferent, almost diabolical. He is
certainly not the sort of God to whom
anyone would be inclined to pray.”
No. Death and suffering are the result
of Adam’s sin and are an enemy that
will ultimately be defeated. Christians
can join with Paul when he says “I am
convinced that God is able to guard
what I have entrusted to Him for that
day”.
The missing links are conspicuously
missing and their eloquent absence is
consistent with the historical record of
Genesis.
Dr Mark Harwood works with Creation
Ministries International.

UNDERSTAND IT
FOR YOURSELF

OUT
NOW!

TALKING POINTS:
TRANSGENDER
How can Christians
think biblically,
act wisely, and
relate lovingly
over the issue of
transgender?

ISBN: 9781784981952 | $4.99

ORDER HOTLINE (02) 9564 3555

8 AP

www.thegoodbook.com.au

LIK E US ON FAC EBOOK FACEB OOK .COM /APM AGON L IN E

a frustrated

pastor
Martin Luther in
1516 and the
coming Reformation
Campbell Markham

I

n 2017 we will celebrate a
momentous milestone, the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. On October 31, 1517,
Martin Luther, Augustinian monk and
doctor of theology, nailed his 95 Theses
to the door of the Wittenberg Castle
Church. This was to shake church and
society to its foundations, and the
world has never since been the same.
Protestant Christians are Luther’s
grateful beneficiaries. And the wider
world too can be thankful, for Luther
did much to free humanity from
superstition and fear, and to recover the
nobility and vocation of all human
beings as made in God’s image.

To get the most out of celebrating the
Reformation next year, it would be good
to prepare now by asking: “What was the
world like 500 years ago, in 1516, the
year before the hammer blows of the
Reformation?” For the better we
understand Luther and his world in
1516, the better we understand his
actions in 1517.
First, what was happening in the world
in general? In 1492 Christopher
Columbus landed in the Americas, and

Europe was forced to think about the
earth in a larger way. In about 1512
Copernicus printed his Commentariolus, a
pamphlet given to his friends proposing
heliocentrism, the hypothesis that the
earth orbits around the sun instead of
visa versa. This would likewise bring a
radically new vision of the universe.

celebrated in 1507. In 1510 he visited
Rome, where he was scandalised by the
insincerity and immorality. By 1511 he
was transferred to Wittenberg
University in eastern Germany to teach
theology. His first lectures were on the
Psalms in 1513, to be followed by
Romans in 1515, and Galatians in 1516.

In the church, the “warrior-Pope” Julius
II, who as Pope had led his troops into
battle against Italian cities, had died in
1513. The extravagant Giovanni de
Medici was crowned his successor, and
as Leo X (1513-21) he bankrupted the
Vatican and accelerated Luther’s rise.
From 1512-17 the Roman Catholic Fifth
Lateran Council tried to reform the
more obvious abuses of the church, but
succeeded only in banning the printing
of books without Rome’s authorisation.

The year 1516 was also momentous
beyond the walls of Wittenberg. The
teenage Archduke Charles was crowned
King of Spain. Later, as the Holy
Roman Emperor Charles V (1519-56),
he would seek to crush the Reformation.
Henry VIII’s eldest child Mary was born
in 1516. As England’s Queen (15531558), “Bloody Mary” had 283
Protestants burnt at the stake for their
faith. Selim I (c.1465-1520), the Sultan
of the Ottoman Turkish Empire,
conquered Egyptian forces near Aleppo,
and thus brought Syria, Palestine, and
Egypt under Islamic Rule.

Luther’s own timeline is well known.
Born in Eisleben in 1483 to a
reasonably prosperous mine owner, in
1502 he began studying for the legal
profession. A thunderstorm in 1505
drove him to call out to Saint Anna for
help, and finally, against his father’s
wishes, to enter the Augustinian
monastery of Erfurt. His first mass was

“The better we understand Luther and his
world in 1516, the better we understand
his actions in 1517.”

In the arts in 1516, Leonardo da Vinci
(1452-1519) joined the French court of
Francis I; Michelangelo (1475-1564)
finished his giant sculpture of (the
horned) Moses; Raphael (1483-1520)
painted The Sistine Madonna; Ariosto
(1474-1533) wrote his influential
Orlando Furioso, celebrating Christian
knightly chivalry over against Islamic
aggression; and Thomas More (14781535) published his Utopia. In Italy,
music was engraved on to plates for mass
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printing for the first time, and the Holy
Roman Empire’s mail service was
extended to Rome and Naples.
Furthermore, the Dutch Humanist
Erasmus published his scholarly edition
of the New Testament with parallel
Greek and Latin texts.
Back in Wittenberg, still in 1516, Luther
was frantically busy, so wrote to a friend
in October: “I could use two secretaries.
I do almost nothing during the day but
write letters. I am a conventual
preacher, reader at meals, parochial
preacher, director of studies, overseer of
11 monasteries, superintendent of the
fishpond at Leitzkau [58km from
Wittenberg!] , referee of the squabble at
Torgau [69km distant], lecturer on
Paul, collector of material for a
commentary on the Psalms, and then,
as I said, I am overwhelmed with
letters. I rarely have full time for the
canonical hours and for saying mass,
not to mention my own temptations
with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
You see how lazy I am.”
Philip Schaff has described the lectures
on the Psalms as “exegetically worthless,
but theologically important”. Most
vitally, Luther came to see that the
Messiah who cried out in agony in the
22nd Psalm was bearing the sins of
others. Luther’s lectures on Romans
built on this. God is the one who is

“It was his pastor’s distress for the plight
of his beloved German people that drove
Luther further.”
“just and the justifier of the one who
has faith in Jesus” (3:25).
Luther later described his discoveries on
the eve of 1517: “Night and day I
pondered until I saw the connection
between the justice of God and the
statement that ‘the just shall live by
faith’. Then I grasped that the justice of
God is that righteousness by which
through grace and sheer mercy God
justifies us through faith. Thereupon I
felt myself to be reborn and to have
gone through open doors into paradise.
The whole of Scripture took on a new
meaning, and whereas before the
‘justice of God’ had filled me with hate,
now it became to me inexpressibly
sweet in greater love.”
As a result, his Galatian lectures were
delivered with evangelical passion, “with
the energy of intense conviction and
the freshness of personal experience”.
Luther also read the sermons of the
German mystic and preacher Johannes
Tauler (c.1300-61), and was struck by
the Dominican preacher’s vision of an
inward and practical Christian life, so
different to the mechanical religious life
of his contemporaries.

It was his pastor’s distress for the plight
of his beloved German people that
drove Luther further.
The 16th century Roman Church
hawked indulgences across Europe,
certificates that purported to shorten
the agony of the named recipient in
purgatory. The power of the indulgence
was linked to the supposed merit of
relics: purported pieces of the bodies of
Jesus and His apostles and saints, and
pieces of the cross and crown of thorns
and other paraphernalia. Luther’s
patron, Frederick the Elector, had an
enormous private collection of this
rubbish. Leo X didn’t hesitate to take
advantage of the fear and ignorance of
the people to raise millions from the
sale of indulgences, and Saint Peter’s
Basilica was built on this gigantic
fraud.
The misplaced trust that people put in
indulgences grieved Luther, as did the
flow of wealth from hard-working
German people to Rome. In 1516
Luther worked to expose and preach
against this false gospel. He was
knowingly biting the hand that fed
him, for some indulgence money
flowed back to Wittenberg to support
Luther’s own church and university, but
his pastor’s passion drove him forward.
And so this was Martin Luther and his
world in 1516, the year before the
Reformation. Rome still ruled. Luther
still prayed to Mary, still relied on the
intercession of the saints, and still
celebrated the mass.
But the 1516 frustrations of Luther the
German, Luther the theologian, and,
not least, Luther the pastor, would
break out in 1517 with his posting of
his 95 Theses.
In 2016 let’s remember Luther the
frustrated pastor, as we look forward to
the half-millennial anniversary of the
Reformation that he sparked, to the
thanks and praise of God.
Campbell Markham is pastor of
Cornerstone Church in Tasmania
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World news
A joyful noise – or not

Bola Shabi, general manager of Lagos
State Environmental Protection
Agency, said that 70 churches, 20
mosques and about 11 hotels, club
houses and beer parlours had been
closed. He said mosques, where the call
to prayer is broadcast from minarets by
loudspeaker, were more compliant than
churches, and most would reduce the
noise level as soon as they were asked.

In a problem many Western churches
would like to share, Nigerian
authorities are closing some churches
because they are too popular and too
noisy. Mosques too are being closed in
a clampdown on noise pollution in a
campaign to make Lagos free of noise
pollution in just four years.
Many Nigerian churches are in
enormous buildings, are well resourced,
employ a large staff and have large
robed choirs full of singers. They hold
joyous worship celebrations with loud,
compelling gospel music, often
accompanied by live bands, that last for
hours. The churches being shut down,
however, are generally those meeting in
make-shift buildings where there has
been little attempt made to soundproof buildings and services.

SANDERS NOONAN
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Christian Today
Stone may be high priest’s
A small onyx stone, said to be a gift to a
Knight Templar more than 1000 years
ago and handed down within a family,
may actually be what the owner asserts:
a gem originally worn by the High
Priest in Jerusalem 3000 years ago.
According to the Talmud, the precious
stones worn on the High Priest’s
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Reduced rates for Churches
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garments were lost when Jerusalem was
sacked by the Babylonians. There were
12 stones mounted on the breastplate
of the High Priest and two sardonyx
stones fixed in gold settings on the
shoulders of the High Priest (Ex. 28:12).
Experts believe this is one of the stones
missing for centuries. If restored to the
right hands, it could play a role in
returning the priestly caste to serve in
the Temple, according to Breaking
Israel News, which revealed the story.
Assist
Campus group backs marriage
InterVarsity, an evangelical organisation
that works on university campuses, has
published a statement requiring its
employees to hold evangelical beliefs on
marriage in keeping with the Christian
tradition.
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The decision has made news in secular
news media, with Time magazine
reporting that the organisation has told
its 1300 staff members they will be fired
if they publicly support same-sex
marriage. InterVarsity denies the claim,
but says it will ask staff to come forward
voluntarily if they disagree with the
theological position.

Scroll gives up its secrets

Police terrorise Christians

A charred ancient scroll found nearly
50 years ago in the ark of a synagogue
on the western shore of the Dead Sea
has been revealed by new technology to
be the first two chapters of Leviticus
identical to the Masoretic text. At 2000
years old, it is the earliest instance of
the text, the authoritative version of the
Hebrew bible.

Religious leaders say that the recent
killing of Christians by police during an
offensive against Maoist rebels in
eastern Indian Odisha state is part of a
strategy to terrorize the Christian
community.

Christianity Today says the Time article
buries the most relevant info, which is that
this was a four-year process that was
telegraphed and communicated to staff.
InterVarsity said in a statement that “no
one was caught flat-footed or surprised.
Recognising that some staff felt this was
theologically contested ground, we opened
up a time of 18 months for them to research
and discern their convictions on this issue,
as well as learn about our convictions. The
goal was to clarify our position while also
providing ample time for those whose
convictions differed to seek out betterfitting ministry opportunities. Parts of
this process were hard and painful, but it
was not abrupt, or a shock.”

Just such a technology has now been
perfected by computer scientists at the
University of Kentucky. Working with
biblical scholars in Jerusalem, they have
used a computer to unfurl a digital image
of the scroll. The writing retrieved by
the computer from the digital image of
the unopened scroll is amazingly clear
and legible, in contrast to the scroll’s
blackened and beaten-up exterior.

Christianity Today

New York Times

When found, the lump of carbonised
parchment could not be opened or
read. Its curators did nothing but
conserve it, hoping that new
technology might one day emerge to
make the scroll legible.

Six people were killed, three of them
Christians, when police opened fire in
Odisha state to counter an attack by
Maoist insurgents.
“It is a well-planned strategy to create
terror among poor villages” in the hilly
district of Kandhamal, said human
rights activist Father Ajay Kumar
Singh, a Catholic priest based in the
state capital Bhubaneswar.
UCA News
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Indian Muslims reject IS
Nearly 70,000 Indian Muslim clerics
have signed a fatwa against Islamic
State and other terror groups saying
they were “not Islamic organisations”.
Around 1.5 million Muslims visiting a
shrine dedicated to a Sufi Islamic saint
near the city of Ajmer in north western
state of Rajasthan during the Urs
religious festival have signed a petition
against terrorist attacks.
Independent
Pakistani Christians seek rights
Pakistani Christians have held public
gatherings calling for constitutional
reforms to ensure equal rights for all
citizens. “Our hearts are crying. There
is nothing to celebrate. Unless the
constitution is amended, there is no
other way to end religious
discrimination,” said Samson Salamat,
chairman of the interreligious Rawadari
Tehreek (Movement for Tolerance).
“The laws which are being misused to
instigate violence should be reviewed
and a judicial commission should be
constituted to re-investigate the

incidents where settlements of minority
communities were mob attacked,”
Salamat said at a seminar in Lahore
Aug. 11 to mark the National
Minorities Day.

Notwithstanding...his rebuttal, they
chopped off his both arms, and
absconded.”
Christian Today
Al Shabab murders continue

Pakistan is ranked sixth on the list of
countries where Christians are most
persecuted, according to World Watch
List 2016.
UCA
Fanatics sever man’s arms
A Christian man in Lahore reportedly
had his arms chopped off after refusing
to denounce Jesus and convert to Islam
while in the hands of fanatics.
According to Legal Evangelical
Association Development (LEAD), a
Christian organisation in Pakistan,
Aqeel Masih, who worked at a petrol
station in the LDA quarter area of
Lahore, was kidnapped by Islamists
before having his arms severed.
“[The] extremists exerted pressure on him
to abandon Christianity and convert to
Islam,” LEAD said. “Aqeel however, did
not give up on his Christian faith and
refused to comply with their demand.

Somali terrorist group Al Shabab has
killed six Christians in an attack in
North Kenya at 2.45am on Octrober 6.
The group’s own radio station said the
grenade and gun attack on a residential
compound in Mandera, on the Somali
border – an area known to have Kenyan
migrant Christian workers – targeted
“Christianity’s power in the region”,
and that it was part of a series of attacks
over the past few months.
The terrorists entered the housing
compound wearing Kenyan army
uniforms, pretending to be security
officers on patrol. They planted
landmines all around the compound.
Al Shabab has regularly attacked buses,
to the point that the region has lost
hundreds of migrant teachers who say
they no longer feel safe to work in the
Somali-majority region.
World Watch Monitor
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Turkish killers re-arrested

China fights Catholics

mainland sources.

The five men who were convicted on
September 28 of the murders of three
Christians in Malatya, Turkey, in 2007,
were re-arrested on September 29, amid
concerns that they might flee the
country.

Chinese authorities have cranked up
their propaganda machine regarding
the “sinicisation” of religion. Efforts to
increase the influence of the ruling
Communist Party in Han-Chinese
society are clear in a campaign thought
be aimed at the Catholic Church even
as talks with the Vatican continue
about a historic deal over the
appointment of bishops.

Local officials in Guizhou province
announced anti-Christian measures via
welfare cuts last month, which China
Aid says mirrors a comparable incident
that transpired two years before.
Officials said on July 2 that Christians
could not have welfare or any old-age
insurance, said Mou, a house church
member, according to China Aid.

According to UK-based human rights
group Christian Solidarity Worldwide,
the First High Criminal Court in
Malatya on September 28, 2016,
convicted and sentenced the men to
three aggravated life sentences each for
the premeditated murders of Turkish
citizens Necati Aydin and U ur Yüksel,
and Tillman Geske, a German national.
A total of 21 defendants stood trial in
connection with the “Malatya
Massacres” some of whom were military
officers. Retired Colonel Mehmet Ulger
was sentenced to 13 years and nine
months in prison for “violation of
confidentiality of communication and
forgery of official documents”, while
Major Haydar Yesil received 14 years
and 10 months.
Assist
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The Party’s main print mouthpiece, the
People’s Daily, published three articles
on July 10, reiterating the importance
of sinicisation and asking religious
groups to “resist control from a foreign
version of the same religion”.
Roman Catholicism is seen as “foreign”
by the Party while Catholics in China
themselves are not.
UCA News
Christian welfare cut
Christians who attend church activities
in central China have reportedly had
their welfare benefits cut, says a USbased rights organisation citing

China Aid says the events in Guizhou
are similar to ongoing pressure applied
to Christians from the Miao minority
ethnic group in Sichuan province. For
two years 36 Miao Christians have not
received any welfare payments after
they were detained for practicing their
faith on Sept. 28, 2014.
UCA

Read and download
sixteen years of AP free
of charge at ap.org.au
Click the Past Issues
button and enjoy!
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True to
ourselves
Why the modern mantra
is so misleading
Madeleine Turner

“B

eing true to yourself ” has
become the defining piece
of advice for living well in
the 21st century. It is also one of the
most overused phrases in popular
culture. If it’s not Disney declaring the
“follow your heart and be true to
yourself ” mantra, then you can
guarantee talk show hosts, musicians,
celebrities and self-help gurus will.

And people are buying into it. We are a
society obsessed with authenticity. We
have become preoccupied with discovering
and expressing our “authentic” selves.
It’s not hard to see why being true to
oneself has such wide appeal. In our
increasingly pluralistic society, where
there are few agreed standards of
behaviour, “being true to yourself ”
essentially allows people to live as they
please. That is the logical end-point of
embracing this kind of moral
relativism. It encourages people to act
upon what they feel or believe to be true,
not necessarily what is objectively true
or right. Essentially, “I’ll decide what’s
right for me, and you decide what’s
right for you.”
“Being true to yourself ” may at first
glance seem noble and courageous. The

world applauds those who defy societal
norms and “march to the beat of their
own drum”. But it is a philosophy that
ultimately prioritises self over the welfare
of others. And this is problematic in a
world populated by selfish sinners.
All too often people justify inconsiderate
and harmful behaviour to themselves or
others simply by claiming they are being
true to themselves. The adulterous
spouse, the abusive boss, the spiteful
gossip, and the dishonest friend can all
claim: “But I’m being true to myself!”
When authenticity becomes the moral
ideal, other virtues like faithfulness,
kindness, and humility are deemed less
worthy than “being genuine”.
Furthermore, to be true to yourself, you
must know who you are. But we cannot
know who we are because self-deception
lies at the very core of our being. The
prophet Jeremiah wrote: “The heart is
deceitful above all things and beyond
cure. Who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9).
Our minds cannot illuminate us to who
we are any more than our feelings can.
No amount of psychoanalysing or
transcendental meditation will help us
understand ourselves, for when we reject
our Creator our thinking becomes

“We are not called to be true to ourselves.
Why? Because we are sinful by nature.”
(Rom. 7:14)

muddled (Rom. 1:21). Self-knowledge
can only come from God, when the
Holy Spirit unveils to us the true state
of our hearts and what the law of God
requires (1 Cor. 2:15-16).
So when the world is telling us to be
true to ourselves, how should we
respond? For Christians, we should
remember that our ultimate authority is
God’s Word and not our feelings. And
our ultimate example is Jesus Christ.
We are not called to be true to
ourselves. Why? Because we are sinful
by nature (Rom. 7:14); our natural
mind is hostile to God (Rom. 8:7-8);
we consider the things of God
foolishness (1 Cor. 2:14); and our lives
are hopeless without Him (Eph. 2:1,12).
Rather, we are called to “put off [our]
old selves” and to “put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:22-24). If we
are in Christ then we are a new creation
(2 Cor. 5:17). We are to put to death our
sinful nature and former way of life.
And we do so because in Christ our old
nature has already been defeated,
destroyed and replaced. God is calling us
to live in step with what we already are
and have – a new spiritual self (Col. 3).
Perhaps then, the question we should be
asking ourselves is: Are we living “true”
to our new identity in Christ?
Madeleine Turner worships at Ashfield
Presbyterian Church.
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Rediscovering
Prayer
Six prayers God will always answer
Gary Millar

I

n this, the final of four articles, we
will sum up what the New
Testament teaches about prayer. To
put it succinctly, we should ask God to
do what He has already promised to do
through the gospel. The core of the
gospel is that we have nothing,
contribute nothing, bring nothing to
God. It shouldn’t come as a shock that
prayer, which is made possible by the
gospel and shaped by the gospel works
exactly the same way!
The gospel tells us that God gives to us,
we don’t give to God. So we need to
ask. We need to ask for help to
understand what God has done for us,
to live in the light of what He has done
for us, to hold on to what He has done
for us, to show other people what He
has done for us….

Now in one sense, we don’t need to get
too uptight about this – in a marvellous
passage in Luke 11, Jesus makes it clear
that we are free to ask our Father for stuff
knowing that He won’t give it to us if
it’s bad for us, or bad for His kingdom
(or plain stupid!). So what should we
do? Get on with asking! We can cast all
our anxieties on Him (1 Peter 5:7),
which presumably includes praying.

But that’s not actually the burden of the
New Testament when it comes to
prayer. It is actually very explicit in
telling us what we should be praying
for – or at least on what the focus of
our prayers should be. That’s because
there are, of course, some prayers which
God has said He will always answer.
And the prayers which God has said He
will always answer positively are those
prayers which explicitly ask God to
deliver on His new covenant promises –
or to put it more generally, God will
always answer when we ask Him to do
His work through His word. So we
should pray for God to do His new
covenant work through the gospel.
I can find six basic prayers on which
the New Testament encourages us to
believe God will always come through:
God will always answer our prayers
when we ask Him to do His new
covenant work through His word by
the Spirit.
1. If we pray for God to glorify
Himself (Lord’s Prayer, John 17);
2. If we pray for forgiveness (1 John
1:9, James 5:13-20, Lord’s Prayer);
3. If we pray to know God better (John

“This is what God has said He would do, this
is what He does, and this is what He will
do! These are all prayers for God to do His
new covenant work through His word.”
16 AP

17, Ephesians 1:15-22);
4. If we pray for wisdom, to know how
to live for God (James 1:5-6);
5. If we pray for strength to live for God
(Ephesians 3:14-21, the Lord’s Prayer);
6. If we pray for the spread of the
gospel (Luke 10:2, Acts 5, Col 4, the
Lord’s Prayer).
How do we know God will answer
these prayers? Because He says He will
in the first place, but also because these
prayers sum up the work of the gospel.
This is what God has said He would
do, this is what He does, and this is
what He will do! These are all prayers
for God to do His new covenant work
through His word.
So do you want to become an
“advanced pray-er”? You don’t need to
learn new contemplative methods. But
you do need to become an expert asker;
this is gospel-driven prayer. To realise
that the gospel yells at us “You are weak
and sinful and flawed, but He is strong
and gracious and good’ – so ask Him to
do what He has already promised to do.
And above all, pray for the spread of
the gospel, and God will answer,
because this is how He displays His
goodness and glory in our broken
world. Keep doing it, until that day
when we won’t need to pray, because we
will see our God and King face to face.
Gary Millar is principal of the
Queensland Theological College.
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Fighting depression, Cowper
wrote beautiful poetry and hymns
Sandra Percy

W

illiam Cowper (1731-1800;
pronounced “Cooper”) was
a contemporary of John
Wesley and George Whitefield, leaders
of the Evangelical Revival Movement in
England and, as he grew up, embraced
Whitefield’s Calvinism rather than
Wesley’s Arminianism. Cowper’s father
was rector of the Church of England
parish in Berkhampstead, Hertfordshire.
His mother died when he was six, and
his father sent him to Dr Pittman’s
Boarding School. From 10 to 17, he
attended Westminster Private School,
within the precincts of Westminster
Abbey. There he was well-educated,
becoming a writer of hymns, a poet, a
letter-writer, and a translator. However,
for most of his adult years he led a
troubled life, suffering a number of bouts
of severe depression and spending a
significant amount of time in asylums.
Cowper was a popular poet in his time,
and one of the forerunners of the English
Romantic Movement. At school, he
learned French, Latin, and Greek to a
sufficient standard to spend the last 50
years of his life translating Homer and
Madame Guyon (1648-1712). The latter
was a French mystic who was a
proponent of “Quietism” – a Roman
Catholic branch of theology that placed
“contemplation” above “meditation”
and whose followers devoted themselves
to quiet prayer and to self-annihilation
with a view to absorption of the soul
into the Divine, and to withdrawal of

the mind from worldly things.
Cowper became attracted to that
philosophy. Consequently, when his
father wanted him to practise law, and
when he was apprenticed to a solicitor
in 1749, he merely “dabbled” for the
next 10 years. His heart was not in it.
In 1752, he experienced the first onset of
deep depression. He began reading the
poems of George Herbert (1593-1633),
an Anglican priest, and a metaphysical
and religious poet, and overcame his
state of depression. It was also during
this period (1749-1756) that he fell in
love with his cousin, Theodora Cowper
(who became the ‘Delia’ of his poems).
They were engaged, but her father
forbade the marriage, and the two
never met again after 1756. She never
married; but she did send him money
when he needed it, and Cowper wrote
19 poems about or for her.
From 1759, things seemed to be looking
better for Cowper. With his legal
background and his father’s influence,
he was able to gain the position of
Commissioner of Bankrupts in London.
He left Olney and, in 1763, he was
about to be made the Clerk of the House
of Lords. However, under the stress of
the coming examination, he had a
second break-down, making three
attempts at suicide, and was removed
by his brother from his lodgings to Dr
Cotton’s Asylum at St Albans. Cotton
was both a poet and a Christian, and

Cowper responded to him. Six months
later, in 1764, Cowper found a Bible
on a bench in the garden. He opened it
at John 11, where Jesus raises of Lazarus
from the dead. He also read Romans
3:25: “… [Jesus] whom God set forth
to be a propitiation by his blood, to
demonstrate the righteousness, because
in His forbearance God had passed over
the sins that were previously committed.”
He wrote of his conversion experience in
his Memoir, an autobiographical account
that also contained in-depth discussions
of his innermost thoughts, and which
was published in 1816, after his death.
There he wrote of his conversion:
“Immediately I received the strength to
believe it, and the full beams of the Sun
of Righteousness shone upon me.”
From the middle of 1765, there were
several people who became influential
in Cowper’s development as both a
person and a poet. He left St Albans in
June, and moved in with the Unwin
family in Huntington. Mary Unwin
and her husband, Morley, invited him
into their home. Though only a few
years older than Cowper, Mary (17241796) became a mother-figure to him
and, even though Morley Unwin died
tragically from a fall from his horse in
1767, Cowper remained in her home as
a permanent lodger.
John Newton (1726-1807) was curate
at the church in Olney, close by the
Unwin’s home. He, too, had lost his
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mother at an early age. He sailed with
his father, and became a slave trader,
but was converted to Jesus Christ and,
in 1764, God called him to the church
in Olney.
There, Newton met Cowper,
recognised his melancholic illness, and
introduced him into the ministry of
visitation in the church. They spent
many hours together, walking and
talking while Newton encouraged
Cowper to agree to write a book of
hymns with him. The result was The
Olney Hymns which were published in
July, 1779. It has been said that
Newton wrote 208 of them (Amazing
Grace is possibly the most famous
today), and that Cowper wrote 68. The
most well-known of Cowper’s poems in
the collection include:
God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm
and:
There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;

And sinners, plung’d beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains
and:
Oh! For a closer walk with God,
A calm and heav’nly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!
Cowper’s “melancholy” (depression)
reappeared in 1773 when he was at
Olney. He called it his “fatal dream”,
and saw it as an omen of his death. He
seems to have been engaged to marry
Mrs Unwin, but she broke off the
engagement and married the Rev.
Matthew Powley, which led to Cowper’s
third nervous breakdown. However, from
the middle of 1765, as Cowper made
repeated attempts at suicide, Newton
stood by him. When Newton, in 1780,
left Olney for a new parish in London,
he maintained a friendship with Cowper
by means of letters; and Cowper was
able to leave Olney in 1786 after 18
years, and to move to Weston. However,
in 1787, he experienced another
nervous breakdown – his fourth.
In 1785, Cowper published one of his

major literary endeavours – The Task – a
100-page poem in six books that set out
to prove the virtues of rural retirement
as against the imperfections of what he
called the “active world”. (He was
indeed a precursor of the Romantics.)
Over the next few years – from 1788 to
1790 – at Weston, he translated
Homer’s Odyssey, he revised his
translation of the Iliad, and he wrote
various poems. In 1791, he published
his work on Homer (a second edition
came out in 1793) and accepted an
offer to translate Milton’s poetry.
In that same year, Mrs Unwin suffered a
paralysis which was followed by a second
stroke in 1792. She later died in 1796.
From 1797, Cowper lived at East
Dereham, Norfolk, where he continued
to revise his work on Homer, completing
it in 1799. He died there on April 25,
1800. So ended the earthly life of a sad
man who wrote the most wonderful
Christian poetry.
Dr Sandra Percy has been both a
secondary school teacher and a tertiary
level lecturer in literature.
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Books
J. I Packer:
An Evangelical Life
Leland Ryken
Crossway, 2015
Peter Barnes
It is appropriate
in many ways
that this
substantial
biography of Jim
Packer should be
written by
Leland Ryken,
who was
professor of English for
more than 50 years at Wheaton
College. As a Christian scholar, Packer
is better known as a writer than as a
preacher – and rightly so. Ryken’s
biography is clearly written and
provides a comprehensive view of
Packer’s life, particularly his life-long
commitment to the full authority of the
Bible (e.g. Fundamentalism and the
Word of God) and the example of the
Puritans (e.g. the helpful collection of
essays gathered together as A Quest for
Godliness).
Although an irenic character, Packer is
nevertheless known for his involvement
in a number of controversies. His 1955
attack on Keswick “victorious Christian
living” theology was fierce to the point
of being extreme. His Keep in Step with
the Spirit (1984) tended to upset
convinced charismatics and ardent
cessationists while edifying others. An
Anglican, he continued to argue against
the ordination of women presbyters,
even when the cause seemed lost. He
also continued to believe in the
traditional doctrine of hell, as opposed
to modifications suggested by John
Stott and Philip Edgcumbe Hughes.
At other times he was open to the
charge of being inconsistent. In the
disputes of 1966 to 1969 he essentially

took the side of John Stott against
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and remained very
committed to Anglicanism. In 1994, he
signed the famous or notorious
document Evangelicals and
Catholics Together which goes
beyond co-belligerence to come
close to mutual recognition.
A further and somewhat ironic
twist in his life of controversies
came when he denounced the
Anglican Church of Canada as
apostate for its acceptance of the
homosexual lifestyle. Noah’s ark
apparently had too many leaks in it.

information. The most cogent part
could be the first section, on the
treatment of common myths, from
“abortion is a woman’s issue” to
“abortion opponents are only religious
people”. These myths do not readily
survive an encounter with reality,
common sense, and a modicum of
tender feeling. One can only commend
this, and trust many read it.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

Prostitution Narratives
Stories of survival in the
sex trade

Packer’s life story is illuminating
and fascinating, and worthy of study
and meditation.

Collated and edited by Caroline
Norma and Melinda Tankard
Reist.

The Challenge of Abortion

Spinifex Press, 2016

Bill Muehlenberg

Campbell Markham

CultureWatch,
2015.
Peter Barnes
In about 100
pages Bill
Muehlenberg
from
CultureWatch
effectively
dismantles 15
myths
associated
with abortion; discusses the biblical
and theological considerations
involved; and cites three very pertinent
testimonies to put human faces on
those harmed by what takes place in a
lucrative industry. Abortion is only
possible after people have first
rationalised that the baby to be
sacrificed is just a jumble of cells or else
would lead a life not worth living. But
as Jean Garton has reminded us: “We
cannot dehumanise others without
becoming less human ourselves.”
The work is full of citations – perhaps
over-full – but the result is a mine of

Dr Caroline Norma lectures at
Melbourne’s RMIT university, and
Melinda Tankard Reist is the
founder of Collective Shout, a
campaign “against the
objectification of women and
sexualisation of girls”. I have heard
Melinda speak a number of times,
and she is remarkably well-informed,
reasoned, and fearless.
Our community harbors the vague
and comfortable idea that prostitution
is a soft problem, something more to
snigger about than rage against.
Brothels have been legalised in
Queensland,
NSW, Victoria,
and the ACT,
and the
pressure is
constantly felt
by other states
to follow suit.
Prostitution
Narratives is a
collection of
19 first-
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person accounts by prostitution
survivors. I could only stomach the first
four. That was enough to learn that the
industry preys on vulnerable girls and
women, and locks them in a nightmare
of violence, disease, drug-addiction,
poverty, fear, degradation and
exploitation.
This book is a sharp reminder of our
loving duty to speak out against this
violent and dehumanising institution,
and to do what we can to help the
girls and women who have been
imprisoned by it.
Campbell Markham is pastor of
Cornerstone Church in Tasmania

How to
Respond to
Marriage
Reality
Bill Medley
Whine Press,
2016.
Peter Barnes
Sometime in the
not too distant
future, Australians
may possibly be
voting in a plebiscite to venture their
opinions on the legality or otherwise of
same-sex marriage. We shall be
subjected to more sound bites and

slogans than reasoned arguments, but
Bill Medley has done his best to supply
us with clear and compelling reasons
for voting against same-sex marriage.
For those outside the church, he
recommends arguing that same-sex
marriage will harm children, for, to
quote Julia Gillard (!): “The most
primal and sacred bond there is is the
bond between a mother and her baby.”
Another stolen generation will be
created, where children are raised not
knowing their biological mothers or
fathers.
For those inside the church, he urges
that homosexual sexual activity be
opposed for the same reason that
heterosexual sins are wrong – God has
said so. There can be no doubt
that freedoms are now under
assault because of this kind of
legislation. Bill points to the
world’s hatred of Christ (John
15:18-25) and so writes: “Our
society’s problem is not samesex marriage; it’s a culture that
has turned away from God.”
But God’s Word remains
effective (Isa.55:11), and therein
lies our hope.
This is a well-argued and easily
understood work which deserves the
widest possible readership in these
perilous times.
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Inventing the Individual
Larry Siedentop
Penguin Random House, 2014,
Ruth F.G. Williams
This book
spans a
sweeping
1800 years
of the
history of
the ideas
that have
enabled
the West.
Larry
Siedentop
is an
intellectual
historian at Oxford University, and he
argues compellingly for the West, as an
unprecedented form of society. The
book is a defence of the Western
tradition, albeit unfashionable.
Inventing the Individual turns various
over-stated negative claims about the
West upside down.
Siedentop unravels received wisdom.
He corrects the narrative in 25
chapters, a prologue and an epilogue, in
an historical account of the origins of
individual freedom, equality and other
liberal values. Liberal values, having
been won in the West over nearly two
millennia, are more than moral truths:
they are complex social achievements.
Even the freedom that the West affords
to a person to be secular owes itself to
Christianity.
For Siedentop, the notion of a person,
an individual, is due to a moral
revolution in the West enabled by a
currently discounted radical: Paul the
Apostle. “Paul’s conception of the
Christ introduces the individual by
giving conscience a universal
dimension” and the “God-given
challenge to humans to transform their
conception of themselves”. The single
idea is profoundly liberating, oiling the
framework of moral equality with “the
motivating power of love”.
I fear portraying Siedentop as saying
nothing new – true in one sense – and
yet his book authoritatively delivers a
powerful 21st century message. Some
may even find it astounding.

L IKE US ON FAC EBOOK FACE BOOK.COM /APM AGONL INE

The present era seems to have
forgotten, or some have never heard,
that Christianity invests every
individual equally with the God-given
capacity for individual moral agency.
The concept of the individual that we
know in our own era was borne
historically of hard labour over two
millennia and today we benefit
enormously on political, legal and
economic fronts.

and would get to know Jesus, as He is
the universal hope through the ages.
Ruth Williams is honorary senior fellow
(Economics) in the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics at La Trobe
University, Bendigo.

Christ Set Forth
Thomas Goodwin

This is a meaty book, perhaps for small
doses or some may omit densely
historical material. Though challenging
just to read, Inventing the Individual is
engrossing, courageous, rigorous,
articulate, timeless.
It is also a moving account of why Jesus
Christ is liberating for humankind
personally yet at all levels for a nation,
by enabling “society” to be “an
association of individuals”. Otherwise,
the small decisions of each of us can
cause a tyranny for all of us.
Oh! that we alive in this era would
humbly read the Bible for what it says,
so that we see ourselves and each other
through God’s definitions, not our own,

Banner of Truth,
reprinted 2014.
Peter Barnes

Puritans were morbidly introspective
when it came to the issue of assurance.
Goodwin is, in fact, very balanced in his
approach to the subject, and writes:
“Now to rectify this error, the way is not
wholly to reject all use of such evidences,
but to order them, both for the season,
as also the issue of them.”
Goodwin did not identify faith and
assurance in the way that the
Torrance brothers tended to
do, and believed that the
Reformers had done. He
aimed at what he called
“vulgar capacities”, although
some of the sentences will
seem a little clunky to
contemporary readers.

This treatise of some
240 pages first saw the
light of day in 1642, as
an extensive treatment
of Romans 8:34.
Goodwin set about
seeking to strengthen
Christians in need of
assurance, who were looking too
much to evidences of grace within
themselves rather than to the perfect
work of Christ.

For all that, it is a most
thorough and heart-warming
work, and so is to be
commended to a new generation
of readers. Goodwin is one of the most
helpful of the Puritan writers, and this is
one of his most helpful works.

It is received wisdom in some circles –
notably Karl Barth, R. T. Kendall and
Thomas and J. B. Torrance – that the

Many of these books are available at
Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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LUTHER
He was one of the most influential men of his day. The
movement that began with his posting of the Ninety-Five
Theses reshaped Europe, redirected Christian history, and
recovered the truth of God’s Word. Five hundred years
later, what is Luther’s legacy? In this volume, R.C. Sproul,
Stephen J. Nichols, and thirteen other scholars and pastors
examine his life, teaching, and enduring influence. Meet
Martin Luther, the audacious Reformer who, out of love
for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, set the
world ablaze. Now available in digital and print editions
wherever books are sold.

LegacyofLuther.com

Now available through: Koorong Books (Australia)
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So many are so close,
yet so far from salvation
One of the many powerful sermons
preached by George Whitefield was on
Herod Agrippa’s words to the apostle
Paul: “Almost thou persuadest me to be
a Christian” (Acts 26:28; KJV). The NIV
and ESV translate the verse in terms of
time: “Do you think that in such a short
time you can persuade me to be a
Christian?” F. F. Bruce has: “In short, you
are trying to persuade me to act the
Christian.” Darrell Bock has an
exclamation: “In a little while you try
with persuasion to make me a Christian!”
However it is read, it is clear that Paul
was pressing Agrippa, and Agrippa was
evading him. The evidence of prophecy
and verifiable history is clear, but Agrippa
is blinded by sin. On the verge of being
a Christian, but not at all convinced!
Kenneth Clark once felt quite sure that
he had a mystical experience where he
“felt the finger of God”, but then fobbed
it off for years, until just before his death
when he entered the Roman Catholic
Church. How close can a person get
without actually becoming a Christian
and entering the kingdom of God? King
Saul was not once but twice so moved
by David’s mercy to him that he wept,
acknowledged the righteousness of
David, confessed his own evil, professed
good will to David, and pronounced
his blessing on his “rival” (1 Sam.
24:16-22; 26:21-25) – yet seems never
to have repented.
Balaam the prophet could pronounce
that “God is not man, that He should
lie, or a son of man, that He should

change His mind. Has He said, and will
He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will
He not fulfil it?” (Num. 23:19). He
looked ahead to the Coming One: “I see
Him, but not now; I behold Him, but
not near: a star shall come out of Jacob,
and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel”
(Num.24:17).
His repeated claim was that he could
only speak what the Lord put in his
mouth (Num. 23:12, 26; 24:13-14), and
the Bible testifies that the Spirit of God
gave him utterance (Num. 24:2). Yet he
himself was false, being one who “loved
gain from wrongdoing”‘ (2 Pet. 2:15).
Jesus warned against those who called
Him ‘Lord’ and who prophesied in His
name and did many mighty works in
His name, yet He never knew them
(Matt. 7:21-23). Judas went out as one
of the 12 disciples with authority to cast
out demons, heal the sick, raise the dead,
and teach the word (Matt. 10:1-15),
yet he was “the son of destruction”
(John 17:12).
Herod Antipas heard the preaching of
John the Baptist gladly (Mark 6:20), but
that did not stop him from having John
beheaded. Many Jews in the time of
Ezekiel heard him gladly, but they heard
God’s prophet in the same way as they
would listen to a singer or a musician
(Ezek. 33:32). Benjamin Franklin used
to love to hear George Whitefield preach,
but he did not become a Christian. He
appreciated the oratory, but did not
embrace the gospel. It is not altogether
unusual to meet people who seem to like
Christian preaching or music, while

the

Almost a
Christian

LAST WORD

Peter Barnes

sidestepping the claims of the gospel.
Paul says we can have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and
knowledge, and have all faith so as to
remove mountains, and yet be nothing
(1 Cor. 13:2). Wondrous acts are not
necessarily decisive. Albert Schweitzer
was a distinguished Lutheran
theologian, philosopher and musician
from French-speaking Alsace who went
to Gabon in central Africa to do
medical work. It makes for a most
moving story – but Schweitzer did not
believe the Christian gospel.
To be converted is to repent of sin and
to put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
alone. However, this can be
counterfeited. There is a worldly sorrow
over sin (2 Cor. 7:10), a faith which
does not justify (James 2:19), and an
obedience which is feigned (Acts 5:1-11).
Who in heart not ever kneels
Neither sin nor Saviour feels.
So wrote George Herbert. The
Christian struggles and wishes he or she
were far better, but says with Paul: “I
have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives
in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for
me” (Gal. 2:20).
If you are disturbed at the thought of
being an almost Christian, take hold of
the words of William Bridge: “If you
lay yourself at Christ’s feet he will take
you into his arms.”

