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Editorial
enslaved” (2 Peter 2:19). We cannot
live without freedom, yet we cannot
live without order.

O

ne of the prophetic and most
discerning voices of recent
times was that of Francis
Schaeffer, who died in 1984. Schaeffer
pointed out that civil societies are most
appealing and healthy when they
combine freedom and order. Christ
came to set us free (Gal.5:1), but this is
not to be a recipe for doing what one
likes (Gal.5:13). As Peter said of the
false teachers in his day: “They promise
them freedom, but they themselves are
slaves of corruption. For whatever
overcomes a person, to that he is

Societies with a Reformation base knew
something of that combination in
something like the right proportions.
Without that foundation, modern
Western societies first opted for
freedom without limits. By the 1960s
this was obviously descending into
moral chaos. Some of the youth revolt
of that decade was quite
understandable, but without any form,
it led to the breakdown of the family
unit, and the promotion of
promiscuity, abortions to deal with
unplanned consequences, the cult of
homosexuality, and a loss of necessary
modesty and restraint.
By now one would think that Western
societies would be the most liberated in

all the world. Instead, there is a giant
foreboding that freedoms have not been
gained but lost. We are closer to an
imposed order than at any time we
have been since the 1930s. Freedom has
proved illusory; it has actually brought
about coercion. People with freedomloving slogans are busy trampling over
freedoms and the rights of individual
conscience. Human beings are idolised
and demeaned in the same breath, but
there is little comprehension as to what
is actually occurring.
The Psalmist declared: “I shall walk in a
wide place, for I have sought Your
precepts” (Ps.119:45). In Christ,
freedom and order go together; outside
Him, freedom becomes disorder, and
order becomes oppression. It is
happening before our eyes.
Peter Barnes
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interest from suitably qualified
people to join us in actively
taking the Gospel to the
remote areas of Australia.
A range of exciting ministry
opportunities exist across the
continent for people who have a
heart for the lost and the skills
necessary for effective
evangelism and discipleship in
remote places.

Successful appointees can expect to
be involved in a wide range of
activities, including preaching and
teaching in small towns, one-to-one
evangelism and discipleship ministry
on remote properties, pastoral care of
isolated people and active involvement
in local community events.

who not only have suitable
theological knowledge and
pastoral skills, but also have a
genuine willingness to get
involved in people’s lives in
practical ways, in order to serve
and to bear witness to the love
of Jesus.

PIM Teams have a long history of rolling
up their sleeves and entering into the
day-to-day lives of those amongst
whom they serve. Accordingly, these
roles are hands on and require people
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Why defend
marriage?
We are going to have to stand up, so let’s do it now
Katy Faust talks to AP

K

aty Faust is a Christian who
lives in Seattle, USA, and is the
married mother of four
children. She visited Australia in August
2015 where she spoke to federal
parliamentarians and found herself at
the centre of a media storm over her
comments on same-sex marriage. Katy
is particularly interested in protecting
the rights of children in connection
with family life. Her appearance on
ABC’s Lateline and Q&A attracted
enormous interest from viewers,
particularly for the way she defended
the Christian understanding of
marriage. AP spoke to her recently
about same-sex marriage.
Katy, what are the essential
biblical principles for thinking
about same-sex marriage?

In terms of good public policy we need
to remember that Scripture is
particularly helpful because it outlines
principles for human thriving,
especially in relation to marriage and
sexuality. For a start, it tells us that we
are gendered beings and that the two
sexes complement each other.
When I talk to teens about this subject,
I say, “The world will tell you that sex
is God and that you should sacrifice
everything to get it. However, the Bible
says that sex is a twofold gift that unites
a husband and a wife and has the power
to create a new life. And it’s only within
God’s design for sex and marriage that
the rights and thriving of children are
really secure”.
We should remember that Jesus reaffirms
the nature of marriage in the Old
Testament. He reminds us that the
foundational principles of a man leaving

his father and mother and being united
to his wife are continued in the church
(Matt. 19:4-6). All of us are familiar, I
think, with the teaching that the husband
and wife become “one flesh” in marriage,
but we have drifted from seeing marriage
as God’s protection for children.
So marriage is not only good for a man
and a woman in creating companionship
and one-ness; it also serves the critical
function of being a safety net for children.
I think many people today have forgotten
what the prophet Malachi has to say
about the purpose of marriage: “And why
has God made the two one? In flesh and
spirit they are His. And why one? Because
He was seeking godly offspring” (2:15).
Malachi reminds us that we need to have
a man and a woman to complement each
other to have offspring. However, if
children are to become godly people the
union needs to be permanent and
faithful, that is, with one partner. This
is exactly what children need too: the
stability of a permanent relationship – a
mother and a father as the primary
caregivers, and the complementarity of
two different gendered parents so children
can experience both male and female
love throughout their development.
Why has the same-sex marriage
phenomenon become such a big
issue today?
The first thing we need to remember is
that we’ve now got 41% of all children
born outside of the safety net of
traditional marriage in the United States.
We have a large number of young people
– “millennials” – who are choosing
cohabitation instead of getting married.
We have the prevalence of casual sex –

hook-ups – which leads to increased
numbers of single mothers. In other
words, marriage and sexuality are being
assaulted on several fronts and the
redefinition of marriage is only one
aspect of that.
In my opinion, the assault on marriage
policy began with the normalisation of
divorce. I don’t think that gays and
lesbians are responsible for the crisis in
marriage. What happened when Western
nations legalised “no-fault divorce” in the
1960s and ‘70s is that we sent the message
to everyone that marriage basically exists
for the emotional fulfilment of the
adults. When you take away the idea
that marriage is a permanent union,
then the other norms of marriage, like
complementarity and exclusivity, also
wind up on the chopping block.
Obviously, if marriage is just about
adult emotional fulfilment, why does it
matter what gender the participants
are? And why does it matter how many
participants there are? So polygamy is
right on the heels of same sex marriage,
because if marriage is just about with
whom you share love and connection,
it doesn’t matter how long it lasts, how
many people there are, and what
gender they are. So I think this whole
process began several decades ago when
we brought in no-fault divorce. I think
the statistics bear this out.
How do you account for the
popularity of homosexuality today,
and even choosing your own
gender?
A couple of things are going on here.
First, there is no formula for becoming
gay. There is no formula for: “If all these
things happen to you, you’ll be sameSPRING 201 6 3

sex attracted; if none of these things
happen to you, you are going to be
heterosexual.”
However, when you look at the
personal stories and studies that have
been done around people who
experience same-sex attraction, you’ll
discover that in a lot of cases these
people experienced a loss of connection
in their early childhood with critical
same-sex figures in their life.
Let me give you an example. It’s very
common for gay men to report that
they had little or no relationship with
their father, and even experienced
rejection by him. This is a very
common strand that runs through the
stories of a lot of gay men – a father
who disapproved, rejected or could not
connect meaningfully with his son.
And these men often report that they
were bullied in school.
Actually, bullying is a common aspect
in the stories of those who later identify
as gays or lesbian and they usually
suggest that they were bullied because
they were gay. However, it could be the
other way around. Are they gay and

beings who are made for connection –
especially in the primal relationships with
our mothers and fathers, our siblings,
and our peers. And when we experience
a breakdown in these relationships,
there can be a life-long wound.

lesbian because they were bullied? I think
that’s a possible explanation too. In fact,
it’s possible to make a case that many of
them missed out on their critical, Godgiven need for connections with their
same-sex parent or their same-sex peers.
It’s not so much a sexual deficit as a
connection deficit. They were made for
secure relationships with their same-sex
parent and same-sex peers, and when
they were deprived of those connections,
they didn’t stop longing for it. If you
don’t have fulfilling relationships with
members of your own sex, you don’t
stop needing them. The problem is that
once you hit puberty your longing to
have meaningful platonic relationships
with a member of the same-sex can
then become sexualised.

If the government has given
homosexuals who live together
the same rights and entitlements
as a husband and wife, why do
homosexuals feel the need to call
their relationship a marriage?
I don’t know. I’m not going to
speculate. I think there are many
different reasons. I think there are some
legitimate things that gay couples are
pursuing, but all of these can be
achieved without redefining marriage.

So, as we see family breakdown continue,
and as more fathers are absent from their
children’s lives, children are suffering
relationally. Some are no longer receiving
what they were made for – the love and
involvement of both parents. Those who
have only one parent are often getting
even less. Children are suffering an
“emotional needs” deficit. Social science
studies make it clear that we are social

Marriage has a very specific, public
purpose, which is to encourage men
commit to the women with whom they
are making babies. Why? Because those
babies have rights, and there is a very
well established body of social science
that says that kids do best when they’re
raised by their married mothers and
fathers – especially biological ones.
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(Crossway)
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So government faces a big question.
Since children have certain rights, and
since it’s clear that long-term stability,
biological connection and gender
complementarity benefit children, how
can the state encourage men to commit
to the women with whom they are
having sex? That’s really the question.
Consider what happens when men don’t
commit to the women with whom they
are having children. Women raise those
children alone. And the government has
to step in to become the father and
provide for the mother and the child. It
is also likely to become involved in
disciplining the child. Children tend to
have more problems with the law when
they are fatherless. And government also
has a tendency to become the mother.
It provides child-care for the child, so
the single mom can go to work. And we
all know that the government is not the
best mother.
In fact, government is neither a good
father nor a good mother. Sadly, when a
family breaks down today, government
just gets bigger. Someone has to pay when
families fall apart, and someone has to
protect vulnerable children. So the
government has an interest in
encouraging men to commit to the
women with whom they are having
children because there is no replacing a
child’s father. Marriage between a
husband and wife is the cheapest and
best way to reduce poverty, raise academic
performance at school, lower teen
pregnancy rates, lower the crime rates,
and increase mental and physical health
in children. Every social ill we face
would improve if fathers recognised
how critical they are to the family and
returned to the institution of marriage.

“How can the state encourage men to
commit to the women with whom they are
having sex? That’s really the question.”
been tilling the soil for decades. So now
the advocates of same-sex marriage are
in control of academia, the media,
Hollywood, and increasingly, the courts
and government. We have totally
abdicated our responsibility to speak up
on critical issues, and now we are way
behind the curve.
How should we develop our
arguments against same-sex
marriage? Should we simply rely
on Scripture or can we also use
natural law?
This is a very important question. For a
long time now Christians have gone into
the public sphere and said something
like, “God made Adam and Eve, not
Adam and Steve!” dropped the mic, and
walked off the stage as if they’d won.
Well, there are a few problems with that
approach. First, while Scripture is our
authority, it’s not everybody’s authority.
When I am talking to secular audiences
I don’t use Scriptural arguments.
Natural law and the Constitution are
the authority for everybody in the
United States, not Scripture. So when I
speak to the public, I appeal to that
common authority.

Why are those today who support
traditional marriage under such
assault?

Natural law is made known in the
world and through human behaviour,
which can be observed and studied
(Rom. 1:19, 20). So as Christians we
need to have some compelling
arguments based on research and data
for why we believe in marriage and
children’s rights. And the good news is
that authoritative social science is
definitely on our side.

Because we have sat on our hands for
too long. We have stayed on the sidelines and remained disengaged. We
have thought, “I’ll leave you alone if
you leave me alone.” Or we have said,
“If people can’t see that male and
female are different, what’s the point of
arguing with them?” So we have just
stayed silent and gone on with our
lives. Meanwhile, the other side has

When social scientists claim that the
evidence does not support traditional
marriage and a child’s right to a mother
and father they are not telling us the
truth. Incidentally, these academics have
sometimes used sample groups that are
skewed in some way; they’re often not
longitudinal or long-term groups, or
not randomly selected – which doesn’t
measure up to good social science.

We are facing many important social
issues today but I think this question of
the nature of marriage underpins them
all. And the reason why I think Christians
need to nail this is because it is this
issue that often stops people from even
considering Christianity and joining a
church. We must understand what the
Bible says about human sexuality, the
institution of marriage, and how that
ties in with the thriving of society, the
individual, and the child. And we must
also match that with reason, common
sense and social science. If we don’t
offer a full explanation grounded in
both Scripture and natural law, we are
not likely to be persuasive. We have got
to have both: Scripture, on the one
hand, and compelling evidence-based
arguments on the other.
If Australia accepts same-sex
marriage, what’s likely to happen
to marriage overall in the
community?
Well, again, I don’t think that the push
for gay marriage is primarily responsible
for the mess we are in. In terms of
policy, I think that it can be attributed
to the changes we introduced in divorce
law decades ago. What same-sex
marriage has done is remove gender as a
basis for marriage. And, because
government’s interest in marriage isn’t
romance but children, when you redefine
marriage, you redefine parenthood. So
when you redefine marriage, you are
now saying, “We no longer need both
mothers and fathers for marriage. They
are optional, and neither is necessary.”
Now that is a sociological lie. It’s a lie
that any study that is looking at a child’s
well-being is going to reject, for several
reasons. First, whenever a child loses a
parent there is trauma. Whether it’s
abandonment, third party reproduction,
divorce, or death. It doesn’t matter how
a child loses a parent, it always inflicts a
wound. Second, whenever you’re not
talking about same-sex marriage, studies
show that mothers parent differently
SPRING 201 6 5

“Life is going to become a lot harder for
Christians and churches. On the flipside,
the Christian life was never supposed to be
a comfortable deal anyway.”
than fathers. And those differences have
incredible benefits to children. Third,
biological connections matter for kids.
Obviously, when you are in a household
with two moms or two dads, you’re only
going to be biologically related to one or
neither of them, and that’s a problem.
Because biological connections are what
kids are made for, and adults who are
connected biologically to their children
tend to be more invested, more
permanent, and more protective of the
children in their household. We know
all of this because outcomes for kids
with single parents are bleak – the deck
is stacked against them – and that does
not necessarily improve when the single
parent remarries. Further, outcomes don’t
improve for that child just because
there’s a step-parent in the house. So it’s
not just about ‘any two will do;’ what
really stacks the deck in favour of kids
is to have two biological parents – and
the only way to do that is to have a
mom and a dad – not two of the same.
I am an adoptive mom (I have three
biological children and one adopted), and
I am the biggest champion of adoption
that you’ll find. But when those kids
come to their adoptive home, they do
so after undergoing incredible loss, so
we cannot take a casual approach any
time a child has to lose a biological
connection with his/her parents.
Can you share with us what it’s
like for a child who has same-sex
parents? What kinds of struggles
do they face? How are they
disadvantaged?
Really, I don’t think that there’s anything
unique about same-sex marriage when
it comes to family breakdown. It’s just
one more way that kids find themselves
without one of their biological parents.
So we’ve got kids who are experiencing
loss in a lot of different ways – and samesex parenting is not unique in that sense.
We’ve been told that kids raised within
same-sex households fare “no differently”
than those raised in intact biological
6 AP

homes, but that’s not true. There is a
difference, for all the reasons that I have
just mentioned.
Some things really matter to kids: gender
complementarity in parenting matters,
biological connection with both parents
matters, and trauma, in terms of losing
a parent, matters to them. So kids in
same-sex households will have a deficit
in all three of those areas. Kids will be
struggling through the loss of a parent,
or at least the loss of a partial
relationship with their parent, because
they’re not living with both of their
biological parents full-time. They’ll be
missing out on maternal or paternal
love, and be without a biological
connection with at least one parent.
Too often kids growing up in same-sex
households are told that it’s wrong to
long for their other biological parent. I
have heard some of them say, “I want a
father.” However, the message from the
LGBT community is “kids just need
love and stability.” For example, when I
went to Canberra with Millie Fontana
to address federal parliamentarians on
this issue, she said, “I told my two
mothers (she’s donor conceived) I want
to know who my father is.” And they
said, “Why do you need a father?
You’ve got two mothers.”
So there is this father-hunger that takes
place in the life of these kids, and it is
not unique to kids with same-sex parents.
This happens any time a child is without
their father. This can even happen in
military homes! I have friends whose
husbands deploy for a year, and their
kids go through this longing for a
connection with their father – and
that’s because kids are made for it. Kids
really need to be known and loved by
both their mothers and fathers, and
when they don’t have it, there is loss.
What will happen to children over
the long term in a society that
freely condones same-sex marriage
along with adoption rights?

Katy Faust on Q&A in 2015
You’re going to have more and more
family fragmentation. And I say more,
because again, this has been going on
since before same-sex marriage was on
the scene, but now it’s being reinforced
by this idea that mothers and fathers
are interchangeable, and that neither of
them is necessary. Underlying this false
assumption is the lie that kids don’t
long for a biological connection with
their parents – and this is being
reinforced by the narrative that two
moms or two dads, or one mom and
one dad, or whatever, is really all that
kids need and want.
Australians need to know that when
Canada legalised gay marriage they
went one step further. They removed
biology altogether as a basis for
recognising parentage, and replaced it
simply with legal parentage. Now the
Canadian government determines who
the child belongs to. And I think that’s
frightening. It won’t take much for a
state, especially a politically correct one,
to add some kind of ideological test as
to who can parent.
If Australia decides to go down
the same-sex marriage path, what
do you think it’s going to mean
for church leaders and for
Christian parents?
Well, life is going to become a lot
harder for Christians and churches. On
the flipside, the Christian life was never
supposed to be a comfortable deal
anyway. Christianity has always been
about being counter-cultural. It has
always been about standing up for truth
when other people won’t. When John the
Baptist stood up against immorality he
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lost his head. So, get ready. We may lose
our rights. We are going to lose our
charitable status as churches.
I remember listening to a Chinese
pastor 10 years ago talk about the
persecution that his church had
undergone. An American said to him,
“We’re praying for persecution to end
in China,” and he said, “We’re praying
for it to begin in America.” The church
in most of the West has become fat and
lazy because it has been overfed truth
and done nothing about it. So it’s time
to get off the couch!
So, if same-sex marriage is legalised in
Australia, it will be both bad news and
good news for Christians. Bad because
you will be uncomfortable. Good
because being uncomfortable helps us
all to grow.
Apart from the difficulties that
children will face when gay
marriage is legalised, what else is
likely to happen if Australia
embraces same-sex marriage?
Well, if sex doesn’t matter in marriage,
it doesn’t matter anywhere. It doesn’t
matter in bathrooms; it doesn’t matter
in parenting. Get ready for the
abolition of sex differences everywhere.
We are seeing that in full force right
now in America with the transgender
bathroom issue. If sex doesn’t matter in
marriage, why should it matter in
public bathrooms or in locker rooms?
These differences between men and
women are just social constructs, they
say. If men can mother and women can
father, why can’t a man who feels like a
woman go into the changing room and
change in front of a little girl? Get
ready for the abuse: “You bigots! What’s
wrong with you? You haters! Get used
to seeing naked men. What are you?
Victorian-age prudes?”
We are going to have to stand up at some
point so we had better do it now. Be
prepared for the state to move in and
redefine the nature of parenthood. If
Canada has already done it, what’s
stopping Australia from going down
this path too?
Australians should also prepare
themselves for a significant rise in antidiscrimination and hate-speech actions.

“There’s nothing unique about same-sex
marriage when it comes to family
breakdown. It’s just one more way that kids
find themselves without one of their
biological parents.”
There will be all sorts of coercive
measures to control speech. Just
recently a professor in Oregon in the
USA successfully sued her co-workers
for not referring to her as ‘they’. She
said, “I identify as something. The
pronoun you should use for me is
‘they’”. And she won. Her co-workers
have to pay her $60,000 for not
referring to her as ‘they’.
I have an Irish friend, who happens to be
gay, who supports traditional marriage
and opposes surrogacy. He wrote a
piece on Elton John and his husband,
David Furnish, which is illegal in
Britain, because it talks about how
David Furnish has been philandering
around the globe. But the British
government has said it’s illegal to write
about the infidelity in their marriage.
And so they threatened to shut down
the site – an American site – and
successfully said, “You either take that
article down, or we’re going to shut
down your website.” And they did.
They had to take the article down
because this website didn’t have the
money to fight Elton John’s lawyers.
If you are in business – say, a
photographer, baker, printer, reception
centre or whatever, and you don’t want
to participate in a gay wedding, watch
out. You could be sued if you decline
involvement in that event. The list just
goes on and on.
How should we best prepare for the
plebiscite on same-sex marriage
that will be held in Australia
within the next six months?
The first thing we have to do is become
informed. I work for an organisation

called CanaVox – CanaVox.com. Look it
up, it’s awesome. It’s just a group of
moms who got together and said,
“Enough! We are going to be cheerful,
loving, solution-oriented, but it’s time
for us to know these issues so that we can
talk with our friends about it in the way
that is grounded in natural law.” Our
leaders have very different backgrounds–
we’ve got Protestants, Catholics,
Mormons, even Muslim reading groups.
We mainly encourage women, but we
also have men’s and couple’s groups that
meet in homes to study these subjects.
We’ve pulled the very best free, short,
natural law-based readings off of the
web, and we train people to lead reading
groups in their homes.
Unfortunately the media, Hollywood,
the government, and the schools are not
going to do this for you. We need to do
it. The CanaVox readings cover
everything from same-sex attraction,
divorce, cohabitation, the hook-up
culture, transgenderism, religious liberty,
to sex education, and all of that. We look
at every place where marriage, family,
and sexuality are under assault. We have
gathered the best readings on the web,
and then we empower people to get their
friends together and study them. So
that’s it. This is how we cultivate and
renew a marriage culture. It’s by being
experts. We need to do it in a relational
environment with great information. If
you’re looking for great articles on these
subjects, go to CanaVox.com – they’re
excellent, carefully chosen with a really
great balance of statistics, studies and
personal stories. It’s there that you will
find the facts with a personal side to
them.

“Australians should also prepare themselves
for a significant rise in anti-discrimination
and hate-speech actions. There will be all
sorts of coercive measures.”
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Enjoying
God’s gift
Christians seek to live with
integrity in a sexualised culture

T

oday, sex is both a commodity
to be accessed at the swipe of
an iPhone, or exchanged in a
nude-selfie; but also the source of
personal identity. Living with integrity,
in the modern view, means that one has
to be true to oneself, believing and
engaging in any kind of sexual
expression – as long it causes no harm.
And when it comes to identity: “you are
who you think you are”, not what your
body or society dictates.
Anyone who critiques this radical
individualistic lifestyle is treated as
bigoted, puritanical and evil.
Christians believe that foundational to
a life of sexual integrity is the
development of a Bible-based sense of
identity, including sexual identity.
Building on this is an understanding of
God’s plan for a redeemed model of sex
and sexuality, and the ability to critique
unhealthy world views on sex.
Christians are called to model true
integrity in a fallen world (1 Pet. 2:12).

Our society surrounds us with
challenges and role models of perceived
perfection. “Be like me!” Desire what I
have, work at being like me. It will
make you happy and fulfilled. Or else,
ignore society and even your own
anatomy and mould yourself to be
whoever you wish: gay-lesbian-bisexualtransgender. Sadly, neither the
performance and possession lifestyle
nor individual self-determination
makes us truly content. Rather it results
in poor self-esteem, depression, selfharm and even suicide.
8 AP

The Bible offers us an identity that is
not based on our performance,
possession or sexuality. Not even on our
goodness – however virtuous that may
be. We are created by God in His
image – embodied and gendered male
and female (Gen. 1, 2), known by Him
(Ps. 139) for the sinful and imperfect
people we are (Rom. 3:10-18). God
knows our thoughts and desires. He
understands our longing to belong.
And in Jesus’ death and resurrection we
see God’s solution. Our self-worth and
our identity as redeemed people are the
free gift of grace. They make us
children of God and adopted brothers
and sisters with Jesus (Eph. 1:3-10,
Rom. 8:15).
How do we live out this redeemed Christbased identity in our sexualised world?
Sexual satisfaction is assumed a
prerequisite for healthy life. Individuals
have a right to define what sexual
satisfaction means to them: in values,
behaviour and self-hood. No-one, least
of all “God” or “the Church”, has the
right to decide how a person should
desire, or act sexually.
Sexual desire, the testosterone-driven
“want” for sex, is perceived a natural
need that must be met, not controlled,
whatever this desire may be:
pornography, paraphilia or same-sex
attraction.
What about falling in love, that
dopamine-fuelled thrill of limerence?
Love is equivalent to lust. To love is to
want sex. What is important is my
enjoyment. Sexual gratification is

Patricia
Weerakoon
detached from committed,
monogamous heterosexual
relationships. And so we have casual
sex, hook-ups, premarital sex,
cohabitation and de-facto relationships.
Are we happy? Sadly – no. Early sexual
activity leads to confusion, risky
behaviour and difficulty in later
relationships. Cohabitation before
marriage is unsuccessful with a higher
divorce rate and more dissatisfaction
than in couples who don’t.
What of marriage? Marriage as a oneman, one-woman committed life-long
relationship seems outdated. Infidelity,
is good for a relationship, and
monogamy outdated. Or, we can
redefine it anyway we wish – in samesex or polygamous relationships.
Where does this leave Christians? How
can we live by the biblical view of sex,
love and marriage in a sexualised world?
And what is God’s pattern anyway?
To do this we need to turn our focus
away from a worldview and explore the
biblical view of sex. We then see sex as a
wonderful and precious gift to be
treated with care and honour when
single and enjoyed in marriage and, like
all our lives, used to bring God glory.
To do this, first, we need an evangelical,
theological understanding of sex: a
perspective on what it means to be
sexual and behave sexually. Second, we
need to be empowered to take on the
worldview and live a countercultural
lifestyle that is winsome and attractive
to society (1 Pet. 2:12).
In a biblical model, sexual desire is
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good and powerful. It’s meant to
operate in harmony with falling in love
with a particular person, as we see in
the joyous description in Song of Songs
(8:6-7). It is powerful, and needs to be
held in control till the appointed time.
Three times in Song of Songs (2:7; 3:5;
8:4) we read: “Daughters of Jerusalem,
I charge you: Do not arouse or awaken
love until it so desires.”
Today, the science of neuroplasticity and
epigenetics informs us that what we feed
our brain, especially in the developing
teen years will affect what we desire and
value in life. Any wonder that the apostle
Paul emphasises the importance of what
we feed our brains (Phil. 4:8).
Sex is purposeful: God created man and
woman with complementary bodies
and suitably matched brains. It has the
purpose of procreation as well as pleasure
as we hear from Adam when he meets
Eve (Gen. 1:26-30; 2:20-25).
The ultimate desire of the human soul,
body and brain is a relationship with
God. The desire for earthly relationships
and intimacy is a reflection of this. We

99
$69.ch

best enjoy our sexual desire in the
context that God gives us: a one-flesh
marriage relationship.
What about love? In God’s plan, love is
not a narrative of self-expression and
self-realisation, not about finding a soul
mate who “completes me”. Rather, love
focuses the energy of sexual desire
towards the beloved. “I love you” means
“I honour you and care for you”. It is
an intimacy based on total vulnerability
and ultimate trust of body and soul
(Gen. 2:24-25).
How is this expressed in a couple’s life?
Couples would seek to honour rather
than possess the lover’s body, and build
non-sexual intimacy. Marrieds would
demonstrate “one-flesh” love in action
accommodating to and, if needed,
sacrificing for the other.
Christ laid down His life for the church
to make her holy, an act which the
apostle Paul analogises to the love of a
husband and wife (Eph. 5:25-33).
Marriage in God’s plan is a covenant,
not some ideal we aspire to. Making
love in marriage is a sacramental act –

one in which we celebrate the covenant
(Prov. 2:17; Mal. 2:14).
This counter-cultural sexuality may
lead to harassment and even abuse
(1 Pet. 4:4), but sexual desire, falling in
love and marriage lived according to
God’s plan is good for us individually,
as a couple, our church and for society
as a whole.
We recognise that we can’t do it on our
own, but we know that it is God who
works in us to will and to act in order to
fulfil his good purpose (Phil. 2:12b-13).
The word of God written in the Bible
and incarnate in his Son Jesus gives us
hope for our life – including our sex life
– whatever age we may be, or whatever
stage of life we may be at, whether we are
sexually inexperienced, sexually active
or even sinned against. It is a hope we
can rest on while we live our lives here
on earth. But finally, it is the wonderful
hope of a new creation of a perfect
untainted relationship with our creator
God and his son Jesus to which we aspire.
Patricia Weerakoon is a Christian doctor,
sexologist and author.
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The gospel model
Marriage means companionship, children, yes – and much more
The following three articles are part of a
conversation about the Christian view of
marriage, arising from the last issue of AP.

F

rom the first marriage (Gen.
2:18-24) to the last (Rev. 21),
Scripture has much to say about
the most intimate of all relationships
between a man and a woman. The
prevailing view in our society may be
that marriage is just about “love”, but
the Bible paints a better picture.

In marriage God set the pattern for right
relationships between men and women.
Created as equals in God’s image, they
are different to each other (Gen. 1:2627). Without the woman, the man is
alone; with her, he is united to a helper
(Gen. 2:18-25, Matt. 19:4-6). It’s a
relationship shaped by the man’s loving,
sacrificial leadership of his wife, and the
wife’s respectful submission to her
husband (Eph. 5:22-33). He is to love
her as Christ loves the church, holding
fast to her in lifelong faithfulness. Her
role as helper includes childbearing and
sharing family responsibilities (Malachi
2:15, Titus 2:3-5), and may also involve
work outside the home, and for the
church, according to the gifts that God
has given her (Prov. 31:10-31, Luke
8:1-3, Rom. 16; 1 Cor 12).
Not everyone, however, will marry
(Matt. 19:11-12, 1 Cor. 7:1-17). Some
will renounce marriage for the sake of
the gospel. Some will be widowed. Some
may be divorced. Others may simply not
meet a marriage partner. Neither marriage
nor singleness merits righteousness.
Both are gifts from God. Married or
10 AP

single, we live the life to which we are
called, content and trusting in Christ
for our true identity (Col. 3:1-4).
A marriage relationship provides the right
context for the expression of human
sexuality and erotic love: sex within the
security of marriage is a physical oneflesh-ness that seals the union of a man
and a woman. Song of Songs celebrates
this beautifully. Even so, a marriage is
not nullified by lack-lustre sex. Sex
outside marriage – in whatever shape it
takes – is immorality from which
Christians must flee (1 Cor. 6:12-20).

Sheryl Sarkoezy

keenly felt (Gen. 16:1-7, 21:1-7, 30:1,
1 Sam. 1:1-18, Luke 1:6-7); in others
children may turn away from God. Are
childless couples lesser Christians? No!
How could they be, if singleness is
permitted? Nor is a marriage, which is
established by unconditional promises,
made lesser by the absence of children.

Marriage provides the right place for
raising children. God’s pattern is that
marriages normally produce children
(Gen. 1:28, Gen. 9:1, Ps. 127). So
Christians enter into marriage in
openness to the possibility of children,
with a willingness to count them as
blessings, and a commitment to raise
them to know and love the Lord (Deut.
4:9, 6:1-9, Ps. 78:1-4, 2 Tim. 3:14-15).

Ultimately, marriage gives us a right
picture of God’s relationship with His
people. Throughout Scripture, the
language of human marriage is used to
describe this covenant relationship; and
the faithful, sacrificial love of Christ for
the church is the model for the
relationship between a man and his
wife (Eph. 5:22-33). There’s a clear
analogical connection between the two:
adultery and prostitution are Scripture’s
prevailing metaphors for human
apostasy; and in contrast, the
faithfulness of a loving husband points
us to God’s faithfulness in Christ.
Marriage thus illustrates the gospel, for
those within the church and those not.

God wants “godly offspring” (Malachi
2:10-16). Why? Because God Himself
is a faithful Father to His people. The
important point here is not how many
children are born into a family, but that
faithful husbands lead the covenant
families within which the next
generations will be raised.

We can’t reduce marriage to being only
about companionship, or about having
children, or about pointing people to the
gospel. The Bible shows marriage to have
all of those purposes entwined together,
with faithfulness at the heart. And this
should not surprise us, because our God,
who made marriage, is Himself faithful.

Yet we know that in this fallen world not
all marriages produce godly offspring:
in some the absence of children is a loss

Sheryl Sarkoezy is research officer for the
Gospel, Society and Culture Committee
of the PCNSW.
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most
vital union

Our

The Kingdom, rather than marriage, is our ultimate goal
Nathan Campbell

W

hen Jesus is asked about
marriage, divorce, and life
in God’s kingdom He starts
His answer by pointing back to how
things were created to be echoing the
end of Genesis 2, where the Triune God
– who is one God in three persons –
speaks in the plural, saying “let us make
mankind in our image” and then makes
them male and female with the capacity
to be simultaneously two and one.
Marriage, this loving relationship where
difference and equality are on display, is
a reflection of who God is, and it is this
created “oneness” that Jesus points back
to when He says “…the Creator ‘made
them male and female,’ and said, ‘For
this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife,
and the two will become one flesh”
(Matt. 19:4-6). Marriage is for oneness
— and so for love, and sex, which
might or might not produce children.
Children are a possible “fruit” of
marriage, but not its sole purpose; and
marriage is certainly not the purpose of
our humanity.
Neither Genesis, nor Jesus, speak of
two half humans finding their “whole”
in marriage, but two people, made in
God’s image, joining together in a way
that expresses something that is true
about God’s own nature.

When Jesus gives His answer, He says
divorce is the product of hard human
hearts; then gives a “Kingdom”
approach to marriage where some
might choose not to marry for the sake
of the Kingdom (Matt. 19:1-12, advice
Paul picks up in 1 Cor. 7), because
God’s Kingdom, not marriage, is our
ultimate destination, as humans.
As Christians, our marriages — the oneflesh union between male and female
— no longer simply reflects who God is
in an abstract way, but is a picture of
the real union between Christ and the
church (Eph. 5, Rev. 19:6-10).
This greater reality, our union with
Christ, changes how we think of
multiplication, “Godly offspring”, or
fruit. The Great Commission picks up
the Genesis command to be fruitful and
multiply, by calling us to fill the globe
with His disciples (Matt. 28:18-20).
These are not two commissions, but
one, with the first now fulfilled in Christ.
As Christians we must take Jesus’ words
about the “law, the Psalms, and the
Prophets” (Luke 24:44-46) and the law
(Matt. 5:17) seriously and ask how this
command to be fruitful is answered in
Christ. We’re now to go to the ends of
the earth and make disciples, not
simply fill it with our progeny. Jesus
calls the Pharisees to “produce fruit in

“Children are a possible “fruit” of marriage,
but not its sole purpose; and marriage is
certainly not the purpose of our humanity.”

keeping with repentance” (Matt. 3:8),
then later says the kingdom will be taken
away from them and given to people who
will “produce its fruit” (Matt. 21:43).
The call to “increase” from Genesis is
answered as the “word of God increases
and multiplies” and “spreads and
flourishes” (Acts 6:7, 12:24, which both
use the same Greek word as the
Septuagint uses in Gen. 1:28). In Jesus,
fruitful multiplication of the family of
God is about God’s eternal family.
Fruitfulness comes through our recreation as God’s children, which
happens through His death and
resurrection, and via the Spirit, who
transforms us into the image of Jesus
(Rom. 8). In the epistles, the language
of family shifts consistently from
“blood-ties” or tribe, to the Spirit-ties of
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Children are a blessing for some married
couples, and marriage is the created
context for raising children in the faith,
but our hard human hearts mean we miss
this ideal, just like our Old Testament
forbears. We can’t produce the godly
offspring of Malachi 2, because Jesus is
the “godly offspring”, and more godly
offspring are re-created in Him. For
those who are married, our marriages
are an opportunity to live out the gospel
and pursue fruitful offspring; but this is
true in all our relationships, married or
single, because all of us are
“commissioned” to participate in this task.
Nathan Campbell is a pastor with the
Creek Road Presbyterian Church, Qld
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A calling from

God

Jared Hood

Uncomfortable but true:
children are the purpose of marriage

M

y previous AP article
(Winter, 2016) considered
the connection between
marriage and children. It is a sensitive
subject, for a whole range of reasons,
and can be deeply difficult, given the
impact of the Fall. Writing about love
and companionship in marriage is
easier, since everyone agrees with that.
But we also need to hear Scripture’s
teaching on marriage and children.
Scripture teaches that God wants the
offspring of Adam and Eve reigning
over the earth, to His glory. So God
designed marriage, for children. Perhaps
this is an uncomfortable truth, but it is
biblical, and pastorally important.
Genesis 1–3 is foundational for all of
life, and it connects marriage to
children. The command is “be fruitful,
multiply…” More detail is given, but
this much is incontrovertible. Calvin
puts it simply: “Adam with his wife was
formed for the production of offspring”.

At the level of detail, we need to be
careful not to read into the text. For
example, the text does not say that Adam
was “lonely”, but “alone”, or “single”.
Adam’s upcoming marriage is not
merely about meeting emotional needs.
Similarly, the text implies “one-spirit”,
but what it emphasises is “one-flesh”—
physically unified. The text pursues its
own interest in marriage, which interest
centres on fruitfulness (cf. Gen 3:16,
“you will bear children”).

Malachi hits the nail on the head. He
asks, “Why one-flesh?” The answer:
“God seeks godly offspring” (2:15). It
parallels Genesis, adding “godly” for
clarification. Children should be raised
in the “fear and admonition of the Lord”
(Eph 6:4). God “instituted marriage, so
that legitimate and pure offspring
might be brought forth” (Calvin).
This is big-picture Old Testament
teaching. It is no small point. With
Genesis 1–3, Malachi forms the
bookends of the Old Testament. Both
have “blessing” a worldwide family, a
pure temple or Eden, a fruitful land,
the enemy trampled underfoot, the
Messiah, and marriage.
Are we fulfilling the vision? The
Australian birth-rate is about 1.8. We
are not even replacing ourselves. Yet
God is looking for “godly seed”—a vast
number of people from all nations who
will be trained in His purposes.
Does God change His mind in the New
Testament? Some say that “Be fruitful”
is “fulfilled by Jesus”, which sounds good
but doesn’t help. Rather, while there are
exceptions to the norm for those with
special gifts and ministries, the New
Testament follows the Old Testament
vision. Consider the following.
The New Testament repeatedly says
“one-flesh”. That invokes the whole
Old Testament context.
Fatherhood is divine. God is Father

“Is it wrong or hurtful to say that
marriage is about children? This is
necessary knowledge. The connection
explains sadness at childlessness.”
12 AP

(pater), so “every family” is a patria, the
ancient, patriarchal household (Eph.
3:15).
Motherhood is a virtue. It is assumed,
and commanded (Titus 2:4; 1 Tim.
5:14). Women are “saved through
childbearing” (1 Tim. 2:15)—typically
a normal part of life in Christ.
Some think Ephesians 5:22–33 gives
marriage a new, alternative or higher
purpose. Marriage mystically illustrates
union with Christ. However, Paul
denies that marriage is a “mystery”
(5:32; not RSV). Union with Christ is
mentioned only as a “powerful example”
of “the obligations of marriage” (Calvin.
See also Luther’s Babylonian Captivity).
What of childlessness, infertility, and all
of the tragedies of reproduction? This
brings very real grief. Is it wrong or
hurtful to say that marriage is about
children? Actually, this is necessary
knowledge. The connection explains
sadness at childlessness. Children are in
our DNA, as it were, but the Fall has
marred the creation. The companionship
of marriage gives comfort in these
circumstances (1 Sam. 1:8).
Some express it this way. In marriage,
there is “openness to life”. That is
helpful. Plan to have children, help
with grandchildren, consider adoption
and fostering, support other families,
and pursue wider service.
Marriage is personally enriching, but it
is not about bartered self-fulfilment.
Couples even look outside themselves,
seeking a “godly-seed”. This is a calling
from God.
Jared Hood lectures in Old Testament at
the Presbyterian Theological College,
Victoria.
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World news
Sorry for racism: Presbyterians

Code Bible for Millennials

The second largest Presbyterian
denomination in the US has passed
legislation repenting for “past failures to
love brothers and sisters from minority
cultures” and committing its members
to work toward racial reconciliation.

The Bible has been given a 21st-century
update with the publication of the Emoji
Bible. Described as a “great and fun way
to share the gospel”, it interprets all 66
books of the King James Version with
Unicode-approved emoji and commonlyused internet slang and contractions.

The overture was approved overwhelmingly at the national meeting of
the Presbyterian Church in America on
June 23. The issue had been deferred
from the previous year’s meeting, where
there was a long debate. The vote follows
a decision by Southern Baptists repudiating
the use of the Confederate flag.

Totalling just under 3300 pages, the
book – subtitled “Scripture 4
Millennials” – was made available on
the iTunes store for $US2.99 in June.
The translator told Guardian Australia
that he or she preferred to remain

“(T)he 44th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in America does
recognise, confess, condemn and repent
of corporate and historical sins, including
those committed during the Civil Rights
era, and continuing racial sins of ourselves
and our fathers such as the segregation of
worshipers by race; the exclusion of
persons from Church membership on the
basis of race,” reads the PCA legislation.
RNS
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anonymous, identifying only as the
cool-dude-with-sunglasses emoji: “I
thought if we fast forwarded 100 years
in the future, an emoji bible would
exist,” said the translator. “So I thought
it’d be fun to try to make it ...”
The project used a program of the
translator’s own creation that linked 80
emoji with 200 corresponding words,
and took about six months.
The Guardian
Muslim refugees baptized
A church in Hamburg, Germany has
carried out a mass baptism of Muslim
converts who had become disillusioned
with Islam. “The motive for the change
of faith is the same for many: they are
disappointed with Islam,” Pastor Albert
Babajan, of the Alpha Omega Church
in Hamburg told Mohabat News.
Shima, one Christian convert who was
baptized, said: “I’ve been looking all my
life for peace and happiness, but in
Islam, I have not found it,” she said. “To
be a Christian means happiness to me.”
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Another convert, Somaz, said: “In Islam,
we always lived in fear. Fear God, fear of
sin, fear of punishment. However,
Christ is a God of love.”

however, the construction workers
“attacked the site with heavy drilling
machines which led to the destruction
of the remains,” Tawafsh said.

Pastor Babajan led the baptism
ceremony in a city park. There has been
a remarkable move of God among
refugees from the Middle East and many
have converted to Christianity since
their arrival in Germany.

The rector of St Philip’s Episcopal
Church in Nablus, on the West Bank,
the Rev. Ibrahim Nairouz accused
Hamas of attempting to obliterate the
Christian history of Palestine.

Strotman suggested that he go to
church rather than jail, and the judge
agreed, ordering him to get “18 solid
hours of Baptist teaching”.

Anglican Ink

Kirk plans internet sacraments

Assist

Pfizer rejects death penalty

Hamas vandalism denounced

Pfizer has taken steps to ensure that none
of its products are used in lethal
injections, the largest US drug-maker
said in May. “We are enforcing a
distribution restriction for specific
products that have been part of, or
considered by some states for, their lethal
injection protocols,” the New York-based
drug-maker said on its website. “Pfizer
strongly objects to the use of its products
as lethal injections for capital punishment.”

A Palestinian Anglican priest has
denounced Hamas for bulldozing the
remains of a 1500-year-old church
uncovered during construction work in
April. A Byzantine-era church was
uncovered during construction in
Palestine Square.
The Palestine Authority’s general director
for the Protection of Monuments at the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,
Saleh Tawafsh said labourers had uncovered
a 2000 square-metre church, finding
walls, columns and carvings. Under
directions from Hamas authorities,

Sentenced to 12 sermons
A US judge ordered a 23-year-old man
to attend 12 services at a Baptist church
rather than go to jail over an attempted

assault conviction.
Jake Strotman, who had been drinking
at a sports game, challenged a band of
Baptist Street preachers and a fight
broke out.

The Church of Scotland is planning to
allow the sacraments to be administered
online in a move to redefine the idea of
a congregation in the internet age,
according to the Daily Telegraph in
London.
The Kirk is considering creating what
effectively amount to virtual

Read and download
past years of AP free
of charge at ap.org.au
Click the Past Issues
button and enjoy!
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congregations, by allowing “access to
the sacraments” (baptism and
communion) for people who are not
“physically present in the congregation”.
The Telegraph said the idea of being a
member of a congregation is becoming
“more and more blurred” as people move
around yet keep strong links through
new technology.
Assist
Same-sex ministers
The Church of Scotland’s highest lawmaking body has voted to allow its
ministers to be in same-sex marriages.
The church’s General Assembly voted
in favour of extending a law passed last
May that permits ministers to be in
same-sex civil partnerships.
The decision, after years of deliberation,
means the church maintains the
traditional view marriage as between a
man and woman, but allows individual
congregations to “opt out” if they wish
to appoint a minister or deacon in a
same-sex marriage or civil partnership.
RNS

livinginthelight-book.com

(This CoS stance is utterly contrary to the
Christian faith – Ed.)
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219 inspired words
Lessons from 3 John: get to gospel work

N

ear the end of the first century,
the apostle John faced
opposition to apostolic
authority and testimony. In a church in
Asia Minor, a Christian leader named
Diotrephes strayed off course. He was
not teaching false doctrine. He was not
denying the incarnation or the atonement
of Christ. He was simply being egotistical
and stubborn.

is personal, between two persons—John
and Gaius. It is obscure because we do
not know precisely where his audience
is located. (Other than what we have in
this letter, we do not know anything
about its three major characters.) And it
is short. It has only 219 words in the
Greek text, which makes it the shortest
book in the New Testament.

He refused to heed John’s teaching (the
letter John wrote, “I have written
something to the church,” 3 John 9).
Then he refused to welcome John’s
apostolic delegates (“the brothers”, vv.
3, 4, 10). More than that, he acted so
wickedly (v. 11) that he sought to exclude
or perhaps even excommunicate (put
“out of the church”, v. 10) those who
sought to be hospitable to the orthodox
teachers who came to his church.

Given its nature, this private, obscure,
and short letter seems at first as applicable
to us as having read a stranger’s e-mail.
What does this ancient situation, and
this little letter in response to it, have to
do with us or say to us? Trusting that all
Scripture is inspired and applicable, I
have found seven important lessons we
can learn from these 219 inspired
words. For this brief article, however,
our focus will be on the three lessons
we learn from the first two verses.

Faced with this crisis, John picks up his
pen again and writes 3 John. The letter

The first lesson comes from the first two
words, “the elder” (v. 1). John’s greeting

Douglas O’Donnell

shows that the retirement age for
Christian ministry is death. The term
“the elder” connotes two truths. First,
that John was an important authority
figure in the early church. Second, that
he was aged. We do not know how old
John was when he wrote 1, 2, and 3
John, but we can surmise from the
dating of the letter (c. A.D. 90-95) that
he was at least an octogenarian.
And how did this old man spend his
time? Gospel work! He wrote, traveled,
prayed, tried to resolve church conflicts,
and was exiled for the gospel. He did not
view the years from 65 to 95 as the time
of earthly bliss and rest. He would rather
die in the pulpit than on the golf course.
When I say that the retirement age for
Christian ministry is death, I mean that
the most aged can pray and give, some
can even write, teach, counsel, and host.
We never retire from gospel work.
The second lesson takes us beyond the
first two words to the whole of the first
verse, and in many ways the whole of the
letter. The lesson is that without godly
friends, our gospel witness weakens. If
you cut out the conflict, 3 John is a warm
and friendly letter from one gospel worker
to another. As John ends the letter on the
theme of Christian friendship (“I hope
to see you soon... The friends greet you.
Greet the friends,” vv. 14-15), so it begins
with an expression of personal love from
one friend to another: “The elder to the
beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth” (v. 1).
These two friends are joined by the truth
and work of the gospel. Gaius is one of
John’s “beloved” (vv. 2, 5, 11) spiritual
“children” who have kept the faith (v. 4)
and supported the spread of the gospel
(vv. 5-6). As Bob Yarbrough notes,
“Gaius has effectively embodied the
teaching of his colleague or mentor John
(1 John 3:17-18).” He possessed the
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necessary doctrinal, ethical, and
relational aspects of genuine Christian
faith. He believed in the apostolic
message, obeyed the apostolic teachings,
and opened his heart and home and
wallet to the apostolic ambassadors. He
aced the three tests of 1 John!
Grounded in the “truth” (mentioned six
times), Gaius and John have grown into
close friends.
When Paul wrote 2 Timothy under
house arrest in Rome, he was tired,
cold, and discouraged. He needed a few
friends to pick up his spirits and pray
with him. At the conclusion of 2
Timothy, Paul lists his friends—old
friends such as Prisca and Aquila and
new friends such as Linus and
Carpus—because he wants them all to
stand by him in the hour of his death.
Paul also enlists Timothy, his good
friend and “soul-son”, as Kent Hughes
calls him, because he wants Timothy to
stand literally by him at the hour of his
death. He writes, “Do your best to
come to me soon” (4:9), “Get Mark and
bring him with you” (v. 11), and “Do
your best to come before winter” (v. 21).

Do you need a friend to comfort you
and pull you through? Embrace the
ecclesia! As Paul leaned on his friends in
his hour of death, and as John counted
on Gaius in his hour of need, we must
do the same. Fellowship is more than
sharing morning tea; it is sharing life
together—the joys and sorrows, triumphs
and defeats—so that together we might
fight the good fight, finish the race,
keep the faith, and long for the glory of
God’s gospel to cover the earth.
The third lesson is that a healthy body
without a healthy soul makes for an
unhealthy person. Observe John’s prayer
in 3 John 2: “Beloved, I pray that all
may go well with you and that you may
be in good health, as it goes well with
your soul.” John knows Gaius has done
well thus far. He needs him to keep it up.
So he prays for Gaius to remain in good
health both spiritually and physically.
Praying for our physical wellbeing is
biblical. Christians are not Gnostics.
We value the human body.
Nevertheless, we must emphasise that a
healthy body without a healthy soul
makes for an unhealthy person, as John

so well knows. In 3 John 2, the apostle
is doing more than following the
typical pattern of Hellenistic epistles in
offering a blessing or prayer-wish of
health, he is getting to the heart of the
issue. Diotrephes is in good physical
health (as demonstrated by his
strenuous opposition), but his soul is
sick. And a Christian leader with a sick
soul is sickening. His moral health is
“evil” (v. 11). The spiritually well soul
walks in the truth (v. 3) and imitates
what is good (v. 11). That is the
regimen Diotrephes needs to get on;
and perhaps some of us as well.
So, let us pray for healthy bodies and
souls. And let us also recognise those
first two truths as well, namely, that
without godly friends our gospel
witness weakens, and that the retirement
age for Christian ministry is death.
Get to gospel work, gospel workers!
Douglas O’Donnell lecturers at
Queensland Theological College and is
the author of a number of commentaries,
including 1-3 John in the Reformed
Expository Commentary series.
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The

fear

paradox
Unless we fear God properly, fear may choke our faith
Madeleine Turner

S

everal years ago I sat in a
Philosophy of History class at
university feeling incredibly
frustrated. Moments earlier my
professor had laid down the ground
rules for our discussions. All worldviews
and philosophies were to be respectfully
discussed and critiqued, he declared,
regardless of whether we agreed with
them or not. Then he paused and said,
“Except of course Christianity, which
we all know is just a fairytale about
some cranky old man in the sky with a
thunderbolt!”

The class erupted in laughter as I sat in
silence, seething at the sheer hypocrisy
of his statement. But instead of
challenging my professor, I let the
opportunity pass. In that moment I
wanted to stand for Christ, but I
wanted the acceptance of my classmates
more. And so I sat there, frustrated.
Ashamed. I feared rejection more than I
feared the Lord.
The fear of man is a powerful obstacle
to confessing Christ. It underlies the
many excuses we make for lacking
Christian courage. We see
opportunities to testify to our faith but
fear how people will react. We fear
being unpopular, misunderstood,
ridiculed or criticised for our faith. We

Leave a
legacy to
honour
their
memory.
18 AP

are more concerned about how people
perceive us than we are about sinning
against God. Christians have no trouble
displaying their allegiance to a football
team or political cause, but many
hesitate to make a public stand for
Christ.
Jesus has some challenging words for
reluctant disciples: “Whoever is
ashamed of me and my words, the Son
of Man will be ashamed of them when
He comes in His glory and in the glory
of the Father and of the holy angels”
(Luke 9:26). Do you feel the weight of
those words? You should. To deny
Christ may earn us brownie points with
the world in this life, but it will spell
our ruin on judgment day and for all
eternity. Jesus’ warning should
embolden us to confess Christ no
matter the cost.
The question is: Are we willing to bear
any price for Christ’s sake? Are we
willing? Or do we cower at the first sign
of resistance? Jesus never worried about
being popular. Jesus never kept an eye
on people’s facial expressions to gauge
how agreeable His words were (Mark
12:14). He didn’t leave out the pointy
end of the gospel message for fear of
offending His hearers. Jesus spoke the
truth. Boldly. Unhindered. Do you? Do

your words and actions speak of
someone who displays allegiance to
Christ confidently? Or are you hiding
under a cloak of fear?
It’s not enough to live a good life.
People will not come to saving faith
from our goodwill casseroles or
neighbourly service. They may be
attracted to the gospel because of such
things, but it’s only through the
declaration of Christ crucified and risen
that people can, by God’s grace, come
to a saving faith. That means we have a
responsibility to verbally declare the
gospel (Matt. 10:7). And it will be
hard. It will be awkward. It may even
cost you your life.
If we are to stand boldly for Christ in
this hostile world, we must overcome
our fear of man. How do we do that?
Jesus offers the best remedy. We must
replace our fear of man with a greater,
more powerful principle – the fear of
God (Luke 12:4-5). There’s a verse in a
well-known Lutheran hymn, Through
all the Changing Scenes of Life, that says:
Fear Him, ye saints, and ye will then/
Have nothing else to fear. May God
give us His grace and strength to teach
us how to do that (Deut. 17:18-19).
Madeleine Turner worships at Ashfield
Presbyterian Church
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Rediscovering
Prayer
The Psalms, the Messiah and the Church
Gary Millar

I

n this, the third of three articles on
prayer in the Old Testament, let us
tackle three basic questions.

First, are the Psalms prayer? Many of
the Psalms are characterised by their
direct, personal address to God. A large
number of these Psalms are Davidic,
and are concerned initially, at least,
with the trials of God’s anointed.
However, it is not always easy to work
out whether they are personal prayers
or community songs or laments cast as
personal prayers or personal prayers
which have become community songs!

However five of the Psalms are clearly
identified in their superscription as ‘A
Prayer’. The superscription of Psalm
17, for example, reads “a prayer of
David” (similarly Psalm 86 (also
David), 90 (Moses) 102 (the prayer of
an afflicted one), 142 (David again). At
least some of the Psalms then are
straightforward prayers. It’s also clear
that many, many other Psalms
obviously “call on the name of
Yahweh”, which I have previously
argued is the essence of biblical prayer.
So, for example, although neither
Psalms 1 nor 2 is directly addressed to
God, Psalms 3-8 are. This pattern
continues throughout the Psalter. It is
also noticeable even in Psalms which
are essentially declarative (e.g. Psalm
19) or pronouncing blessing (e.g. Psalm
20). But in the Psalms, prayer is never
far away.
Second, whose prayers are these?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer suggested that the
way to read the Psalter is to understand
that the Psalms are not, in the first
place, our Psalms. They are first the
prayers of David the (suffering)

Messiah. Presumably they were then
picked up and prayed (or sung) by
Israel as “the people of the (suffering)
Messiah”. These prayers then find their
fullest meaning when they are prayed
by the suffering Messiah, Jesus Christ.

as God’s Messiah, the one who stands
at the centre of God’s plans on earth,
and as a result is the focus of attention
of God’s enemies. To attempt to pray
the Psalms without recognising this is a
sure road to self-aggrandisement!

So can we pray the prayers as
Christians? Yes we can – in the same
sense that we are enabled by Jesus to
share in His prayers to His Father. His
death and resurrection enables those

But this is not the end of the story.
Within the Psalter itself there is also a
progression to prayers prayed by the
people of the Messiah, crying to God to
do what He has promised both the

“So can we pray the prayers as Christians?
Yes we can – in the same sense that we are
enabled by Jesus to share in His prayers to
His Father.”
who follow in His steps to pray these
“Messianic” prayers in a derivative
sense. To pray the Psalms, then,
demands significant care and thought.

Patriarchs and His anointed King. In
that sense, then, the prayers of the
Messiah become the prayers of the
people of the Messiah.

Third, how does the Psalter contribute
to a biblical theology of prayer? The
Psalter is often spoken in terms like
“the prayer book of the Bible”, and as
validating all kinds of expression to
God (“we can bring our deepest
emotions to God – He can handle
them!”). There is, of course, some truth
in this. But we must not rush to such
conclusions without dealing faithfully
with the text which is in front of us.

The Psalter’s “teaching” on prayer then
is both more complex than is often
realised, but also more integrated with
the rest of the Old Testament’s teaching
on prayer than one might think. The
essential understanding of prayer in the
Psalms is reflected by the way in which
the king/ Messiah prays – it is calling
on Yahweh to deliver on His promises.

Where any given Davidic psalm is a
prayer, it is first and foremost his
prayer. On close examination, both
David’s experiences and the way in
which he reacts to these experiences are
not intended to capture the generalities
on life on planet earth for human
beings – this is the intense reality of life

This basic conception of prayer spills
over into the prayers of the people of
the Messiah, who continue to cry for
God to work by sending the ultimate
Davidic King, establishing His
kingdom and drawing the nations to
Him.
Gary Millar is principal of the
Queensland Theological College
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Books
We Cannot Be Silent
Speaking truth
to a Culture
Redefining Sex,
Marriage, and
the very
meaning of
right & wrong

universities, businesses, civic life,
churches, and homes.
Dr Mohler shows that the
dichotomy between
proclaiming the gospel, and
speaking out against social
evils, is a false one. Like Jesus
(Mark 1:15), we must lovingly
call people to repent from their
sinful ways, to believe in the
Saviour who died to give us life.

Albert Mohler Jr
Fidelitas
Publishing, 2015.
Campbell Markham
The Economist recently described Al
Mohler as “one of America’s most
influential evangelicals”. We Cannot Be
Silent is his trumpet blast, calling
Christians to speak out against the
revolutionary degradation of marriage,
family, and gender in the Western world.
Faithful Christians, whether in the pulpit
or the pew, are staggering bewildered
and anxious under the pace of cultural
and legal change. Dr Mohler wrestles
with those who are unwilling to speak up
against this change, whether out of fear,
perceived inability, or a lack of conviction
that this is our Christian duty.
The book begins by exposing the
philosophical roots of today’s crisis. It
contends that the widespread and
thoughtless acceptance of contraception
after WWII broke the nexus between sex
and children, and set a trajectory whereby
the restriction of sex to a married man
and woman is illogical at best, and
repressive at worst. (This entirely
plausible contention deserves, in my
opinion, a thorough Protestant
exploration.)
The untold dire consequences of
marriage redefinition are likewise
exposed. It is simply not possible to
become modern Essenes, living serenely
on the fringes of a collapsing society, for
the legal tentacles of redefined marriage
and gender will reach into our schools,
20 AP

unscrambling sentences and answering
questions. Perhaps the drawings could
have been left as line drawings so the
youngsters could colour them in.
The Bible Names book deals with 13
names, from Adam to Timothy, with
revision questions at the back. The
space left for drawing pictures for each
name is rather limited, but young
fingers might be more nimble than mine.
All in all, these are a welcome addition
to the rather small number of
worthwhile Christian books for young
children, in this case probably seven or
eight-year-olds.

“If we are committed to
Scripture, human flourishing,
the gospel, and love of neighbour,
then an issue of this magnitude
compels us to plead with and attempt
to persuade those who will face the
eternal wrath of God if they do not
abandon their sin for Jesus.”

Peter Barnes is editor of AP

A Short History of the
Church in
Scotland,
A.D. 3002015











 

 
 
 




 

The book concludes with 30 burning
pastoral questions, e.g. “Are people
born gay?” “Should a Christian attend a
same-sex wedding ceremony?” I
thoroughly recommend this reasoned,
loving, and compelling work.







 


 







Campbell Markham is pastor at
Cornerstone church, Tasmania.








 







 





A Bible Alphabet Busy Book
Bible Names


Alison Brown
Banner of
Truth, 2015
Peter Barnes
These two books
come from the
pen of Alison
Brown, a
children’s writer
and illustrator
with five
children of her
own, albeit
now grownup. The
Alphabet Busy Book works from “ark”
through to “Zion”, with exercises in
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Many will welcome this
introduction to Scottish church
history, from A.D. 300 to modern
times. Regarding the period of
Columban and Boniface, Ward is
keen to see a continuity between
the Reformation and earlier times.
Hence he writes that “Christianity
shared in the weaknesses and
corruption general in Christendom
at that time, but its spirit in its best
days was nearer to Protestantism
with its high regard for Scripture
than to Roman Catholicism in the
several centuries before the
Reformation”.
So the history continues. Rowland is a
man of surprises, and he even writes of
the formation of the Free Church of
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Scotland in 1843: “One must question
if the Disruption should have occurred.
Perhaps patience and a more diplomatic
approach to Government might have
achieved changes soon enough.” Maybe
so, but there must remain considerable
doubts.
Readers might be especially interested
in the final few pages, and the terrible
situation in which Scottish
Presbyterians now find themselves. This
short but most worthwhile
introduction to the history of the
Church in Scotland finishes with a
desire that can only be endorsed:
“Against the dark backdrop of
western paganism it may be
that God will be pleased to
crown efforts at reformation
in the church of God with a
Holy Spirit wrought revival
of the truth as it is in Jesus.”

Holiness
J. C. Ryle
Banner of Truth,
reprinted 2014.
Peter Barnes
No one has written more simply, more
graciously, and more helpfully than J.
C. Ryle, and the 21 chapters which

constitute the full edition of Holiness
(the enlarged 1879 edition which
expanded the 1877 edition) reveal Ryle
at his best. It is a reminder of another
era in that he describes the issue of
scriptural holiness as “a cause which is
exciting much interest in the present
day”. One can only hope that the
republication of Ryle’s work will do
something to revive that interest.
Ryle’s Introduction is a gem and, in a
most understated way, he demolishes
the biblical-sounding but utterly
unbiblical approach of the Keswick
movement which taught sanctification
by faith. Seven times
he raises Keswick
teachings, only to
respond laconically: “I
doubt it.” Then follow
21 essays, each based on
a biblical text. There are
few books that one
would consider calling
“indispensable”, but this
comes close to being in
that category. It has
everything: clarity, power,
and faithfulness to God’s
revelation. Borrow it or buy it, but by
all means read it, and recommend it to
others.
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Tim Challies
Cruciform Press, 2015
Mark Powell
Tim Challies is
prolific in his
output – he is
a pastor,
writer, father
of three
young
children, as
well as being
engaged in a
few other
significant para-church
leadership responsibilities. As such he is
eminently well-placed to write a book
like this because he is, quite clearly, a
very productive man!
The book itself is mercifully short (a
touch over 100 pages) which means
that it could easily be read in one or
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two sittings. What’s more, his style is
easy to read and, as the title suggests,
the content is intentionally practical.
One of the great strengths of everything
that Tim Challies writes, though, is that
it is also profoundly biblical. Hence,
rather than just arguing that we should
be more productive simply for
productivity’s sake, Challies challenges
the reader theologically to see our
productivity in the light of what it
means to glorify God by being fruitful
in good works (see Matthew 25:14-30).
There is much practical wisdom to be
found in this little book. In particular
there are a couple of real gems about
how to deal with the constant demand
of email as well as turning off all those
alluring but ultimately distracting
“notifications” that constantly pop up
on our electronic devices.
Rather than run away from technology,
Challies advises on strategies to better
manage it. Like anything, that which
can be a good servant can also very
easily turn into a horrible master.
I did at times feel his approach was so
developed that it would cause me more
stress to try to follow it. However, he
acknowledges the freedom and
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flexibility that we should employ,
depending on our personality type.
What’s more, his book is a wonderful
challenge and at times rebuke for us to
redeem the time which we have been
given (Eph 5:15-16).

Mark Powell is associate pastor at
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church
Many of these books are available at
Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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the

Nostalgia

LAST WORD

It’s not what it used to be

I

ndulgence in nostalgia is
commonplace among those who are
getting on in years. A check to it
comes with the warning in Ecclesiastes:
“Say not, ‘Why were the former days
better than these?’ For it is not from
wisdom that you ask this” (Eccles.
7:10). Yet we are also encouraged to
learn from the men of Issachar who had
“understanding of the times” (1
Chron.12:32). So it is with some
caution that one might point out some
of the increasingly obvious features of
the Western world today.

First, it has lost any notion of a moral
foundation. One is unable to state the
obvious these days without it leading to
a storm of controversy. That there are
two sexes and hence two genders is
widely contested. Indeed, to state that,
so far as restrooms go, there is a gents
for the males and a ladies for the
females, is to invite an avalanche of
progressive criticism.
Somehow the elites of society have been
able to gain credence for the view that
all moral values are relative, and that
there is no such thing as sexual ethics.
Everything, including one’s gender, is a
matter of personal choice. The
widespread acceptance of such a view
has had quite an impact on family life:
millions of abortions in the West each
year; just about any liaison with anything
is probably legal, and unlikely to be
prosecuted if it is not; and a widespread
breakdown in families has come at
terrible cost to parents and to children.
Rather than face the fact that something
is radically wrong, the progressive thinker
has to dress this up as liberation of some

kind or another, and remind women of
the dark days when they did not get a
vote, although in Australia’s case
Federation was achieved in 1901, and
women received the right to vote and to
stand as federal candidates soon after,
in 1902. This has not been as liberating
as it is usually dressed up to be, as now
both men and women have the right to
vote for a thin variety of candidates who
are all finely tuned in the art of saying
whatever they think the media will
accept. It rather looks like the camel has
been swallowed while there is rejoicing
over the gnat that has been strained.
Of course, if there is no moral code in
sexuality, there is no moral code in
anything. We shake our heads at the
amorality of so much that comes our
way as news, but we should hardly be
surprised. There are robberies, murders,
child killings, hooligans on every
corner, and a breakdown in general
civility. The media publicise it, applaud
most of it, and selectively get indignant
about parts of it. The result is moral
confusion. It looks like this is the result
of a deliberate policy – but one ought
to be wary of conspiracy theories.
Yet, in the second place, this is all
accompanied by a well-nigh universal
belief in the essential goodness of
humanity. All the evidence we have
seen or heard of is opposed to this. It is
both a ludicrous and a dangerous belief,
but it is virtually unquestioned in the
social sciences of today. Everybody has
a right to choose his or her own
morality because human nature has the
capacity to make that choice. Surely,
there is more evidence for the world

“It rather looks like the camel has been
swallowed while there is rejoicing over
the gnat that has been strained.”

Peter Barnes
being flat than there is for human
beings being good at heart. Jesus said
that the human heart was the problem,
not the solution (see Mark 7:20-23).
Thirdly, with the rejection of any
religious authority – the Bible, the
Church, or creeds – we are left with a
cult of celebrities which makes the
dependence on medieval priests look
positively enlightened. As Paul Tripp
put it: “When awe of God is absent, it
is quickly replaced by our awe of
ourselves.” Lady Gaga’s views on the
world are treated with greater respect
than the apostle Paul’s. Our heroes are
an odd collection of moral derelicts
who in saner times would have been
locked up. The ageing feminist Gloria
Steinem, who looks remarkable for a
woman of 82, has dedicated her
autobiography My Life on the Road to
Dr John Sharpe who referred her for an
illegal abortion in 1957. Ms Steinem
then chants the soothing mantra that
“It seems to me that every child has the
right to be born loved and wanted”. One
looks in vain for an increase in the love,
but presumably it must be somewhere.
How do we explain all this? Too much
drug-taking in the 1960s? In the last of
his books, Ethics, written in a Nazi
prison cell, Dietrich Bonhoeffer recorded:
“Everything established is threatened
with annihilation. This is not a crisis
among crises. It is a decisive struggle of
the last days.” In fact, “The west is
becoming hostile towards Christ. This
is the peculiar situation of our time,
and it is genuine decay.” He picked it,
and we are living through it.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

