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Foetus parts for sale!
Free speech and abortion
The ‘love’ beyond criticism
The day prayer began

Editorial
and that it reduces the number of
mentally and physically deficient
people in the world (when the disabled
of this world do not seem to be at the
forefront in causing human misery).
The website for the Abortion Law
Reform Association of New Zealand
has long had on its website the opening
line: “Children are important. Every
child needs to be loved and wanted.”
One is meant to become all teary until
one realises that it actually means: “If
you do not want your child, we can
eliminate him for you.”

T

here has been no greater lie sold
to a gullible and rudderless
public than the belief that
abortion is linked to liberation. We have
been told that abortion is a women’s
issue (and so women wonder why the
man abdicates); that it helps to prevent
the abuse of unwanted children (when
actually it is the ultimate form of child
abuse); that we cannot impose religious
values on the population (but the law
against killing is hardly to be dismissed
as just a religious value); that it has no
effect on women (when there are
thousands, even millions, suffering
from anxiety and guilt after an abortion);

There is an abortion clinic (abattoir
might be a better word) in New York
which advertises “Gentle Abortions, No
Pain, No Memory”. In 2009 Dr Willie
Parker gave up obstetrics to become a
full-time abortionist in the American
South. It was in his own mind a noble
act, with a Mother Teresa quality about

it. In 2015 he boasted in an article in
the New York Times: “In public health,
you go where the crisis is. If there is an
outbreak and you have the ability to
relieve suffering, you rush to the site of
the need.” So Mother Teresa went to
Calcutta to help the poor, and Willie
Parker went to Birmingham, Alabama,
to kill their children.
An American pamphlet from the
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice informed its readers that
“Making a choice about your pregnancy
can be a gift of learning and growth. It is
an invitation for you to develop a larger
vision of yourself. It’s a way to practise
compassion and lovingkindness toward
yourself.”
As we are warned in Scripture (Gen. 3;
2 Cor. 11), the devil goes out of his way
to sound like an angel of light.
Peter Barnes
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Black-market
baby bodies
Foetuses for sale and infanticide
happen in the West today
Scott Rae talks to Peter Hastie
organisations in the world – it’s similar
to the Red Cross. It is a huge industry.

Dr Scott Rae is professor of Christian Ethics
and dean of the faculty at Talbot Theological
Seminary at La Mirada, California, USA.
His primary interests are medical ethics
and business ethics, dealing with the
application of Christian ethics to medicine
and the marketplace. He has written 10
books in ethics including The Ethics of
Commercial Surrogate Motherhood; Moral
Choices: An Introduction to Ethics; Brave
New Families: Biblical Ethics and
Reproductive Technologies; Beyond
Integrity: A Judeo-Christian Approach to
Business Ethics; and Body and Soul:
Human Nature and the Crisis in Ethics.

Although Planned Parenthood clinics
don’t conduct all the abortions in the
USA, they provide the lion’s share of
them. As you have already pointed out,
they were recently outed during an
interview recorded with a hidden camera.
The interview showed Planned
Parenthood officials brokering the sale
of organs and tissue from aborted lateterm foetuses for use on the black market.

Scott, recently there was a major
exposé of a scandal in the United
States involving a group called
Planned Parenthood? What was it
all about?

Yes, several interviews were recorded. I
understand that the one that attracted
the most interest was of the principal
medical officer of Planned Parenthood,
Dr Deborah Nucatola.

It was about the sale and
commercialisation of body parts of lateterm aborted foetuses, that is, of unborn
children right up until the end of the
third trimester of a pregnancy. The
scandal, which was captured on a secret
video recording, received huge media
coverage at the time and put the ethics
of abortion right back in the spotlight.

But when Dr Nucatola was
speaking to these people on video,
she was at pains to try and play
down the commercialisation of it.

So who exactly is Planned
Parenthood?
Planned Parenthood is by far the largest
provider of abortion services in the
world. It has an office – usually
multiple offices – in every major
metropolitan area in the United States
and Canada. They are very well funded
both by government and charities.
Planned Parenthood is still the primary
beneficiary of the United Way, which is
one of the largest charitable

Apparently there was more than
one recording, is that right?

I know that’s what she said; however,
Planned Parenthood is involved in a
profitable business. Not only does the
abortion industry make a lot of money
but the trafficking of human tissue and
organs provides considerable returns.
Why was there so much media
attention?
I think what shocked many Americans
was that this huge abortion agency was
negotiating with a purported research
institution for the sale of body parts of
unborn children. Many of these
children were to be deliberately killed
late in their mother’s pregnancy so that
researchers could obtain mature foetal

$

tissue and organs for their experiments.
People were understandably disturbed
by the callous disregard for human life
that was displayed in the interviews.
However, even more troubling to many
viewers was the fact that an
underground market for unborn
human tissue and organs exists,
especially because US law still prohibits
the purchase and sale of organs and
tissues from human persons. But the
law, unfortunately, does not recognise
the unborn as full human persons
worthy of protection.
Large numbers of viewers were also
disturbed when Planned Parenthood
employees admitted they had persuaded
some of the women who were carrying
babies to delay the timing of their abortion
to the third trimester – and then use a
particular method of abortion to
maximise the tissue available for sale.
For example, they admitted on camera
that mature lung tissue was heavily in
demand and fetched some of the
highest prices. Lung tissue, of course, is
some of the last tissue in the unborn
child to mature. One of the problems
with being born prematurely is you
almost always have recurrent lung
problems. So they were persuading
women to wait as long as they could for
the abortion so that the unborn child’s
lung tissue was almost fully developed.
What use do they have for mature
organs?
They obviously want these kinds of
organs for direct transplant, so if they
are able to harvest kidneys, for example,
without damage, they could actually be
AU TU M N 20 16 3

used in newborns who are suffering
from kidney failure. But most of it, I
think, is going for research. So research
into foetal development, into transplant
technology, things like that.

timing and manner of their abortion to
maximise the harvest of mature tissue.
Both of those assurances have just gone
out the window with this recent exposé.
It is a chilling set of videos.

What other changes have been
introduced to the practice of
abortion when it occurs late in
the pregnancy?

Why have the media not pursued
this video more vigorously? One
of the big news agencies said
that it was just an anti-abortion
group releasing a video showing a
Planned Parenthood official
discussing disposal of foetal
remains. Is that what it was?

Well, they are also altering the method
of abortion in order to provide for the
best tissue. This means that in some cases
they will do a C-section instead of a
curettage or dismemberment, which adds
considerably more risk to the pregnant
woman. Twenty years ago, advocates of
foetal tissue transplants told us that there
were two moral principles that were
absolutely non-negotiable with respect
to this procedure: first, foetal tissue
would not be available for purchase on
the open market, and, second, women
would never be pressured to change the

No, definitely not! It’s far more serious
than that. The video showed that the
Planned Parenthood employees were
discussing the black market sale of foetal
remains. There is no evidence that the
videos were doctored at all. I think
Planned Parenthood recognised that they
got a terrible black eye out of this – and,
I might add, a well-deserved black eye.
We should thank God that social media

“Those assurances have just gone out the
window with this recent exposé. It is a
chilling set of videos.”

got the word out on this. There have
been some religious news services that
have made this very public too.
In the American media it did come out,
it was given press – but not as aggressively
as it should have been. Had it been a
pro-life group involved in the blackmarketeering of human body parts, they
would have been crucified. I think this
just illustrates the overwhelming proabortion, pro-choice bias in the American
media. I don’t think it’s any different here
in Australia, or Canada, for that matter.
The media simply did not want to do
anything that was going to tarnish the
image of Planned Parenthood.
Are US legislators likely to act on
this now that they have video
evidence of trafficking in foetal
tissue and body parts?
I don’t think US legislators have
sufficient moral will to act. I suspect
that the only way that Planned
Parenthood could be defunded is if
women started experiencing major
complications or dying as a result of
procedures in its clinics.

$17.99

Transforming Grace
Jerry Bridges (NavPress)

SU B SC RIB E FOR YOU R O WN FRE E COPY AT AP.OR G.AU

ER

P

HO

lia and
Ne w Z e
ala
ordered nd when
and pa
id
online.

E•

4 AP

for ord postage
ers
from Au over $90
stra

M

Reformers Bookshop

Free

REFOR

02 9564 3555 - reformers.org.au

E POS
T

AG

•F

RE

S BOOKS

The major providers of abortion
like to represent it as a safe
medical procedure on a par with
other medical facilities. Is this
true in the United States?

“People were understandably disturbed by
the callous disregard for human life that
was displayed in the interviews.”

It may be true in some facilities but not
all. There has been a big case in
Philadelphia in more recent times
involving a doctor, Kermit Gosnell.

that we do not become one.”

Gosnell ran an abortion clinic in inner
city Philadelphia. He used unsterile
instruments and performed callous late
term abortion practices where – even if
the baby was outside the womb – he
would just snip the spinal cord and the
baby died.
It was not until a grand jury in
Philadelphia compelled many of the staff
to give evidence about his practice that
the gruesome details emerged. Their
testimony was enough to turn your
stomach. In fact, the attorney general of
Pennsylvania said, “Believe it or not,
Pennsylvania is not a third world country.
Despite what it looks like in this clinic,
we are not a third world country, and
we’re going to prosecute this case so

Perhaps the most revealing detail to
emerge in the Gosnell case is that his
staff admitted before a grand jury that
he practised infanticide. Their testimony
was chilling. He was charged with seven
counts of infanticide, but the staff
admitted that there were many more.
He was also charged with one count of
manslaughter, because a pregnant
woman died through his negligence.
The ironic thing is that while he fully
understood the manslaughter charge,
he professed ignorance as to why he was
charged with infanticide.
I think, in one sense, he was actually
being completely consistent with the
logic of abortion advocates. As you may
know, they claim that birth provides no
morally relevant distinction. It is simply
a change of location. They say there is
nothing magical that happens at birth,

except that the baby has a different
dependency relationship to the mother.
“Ask any woman,” they say, “who has
nursed a newborn – there is only a very
slight degree of difference in dependence
on the mother.” Unfortunately, they
have drawn the conclusion that if
abortion is somehow legal, then
infanticide should be too.
Very few abortion rights activists have
the stomach to go all the way with that.
People like Peter Singer are still on the
fringe, but infanticide is slowly getting
more academic respectability than it
used to. In the developing world, of
course, infanticide has been practised
for decades and decades, particularly
with young girls. But now it is being
practised in developed countries as well.
Scott, can you help us understand
how we should determine the
status of an embryo and the

1 Corinthians 8-10 will CHALLENGE and re-shape the way you
think about FREEDOM and how you USE IT
Annual Christian Women’s Conference | Saturday 28th May 2016 | Rosehill Gardens Event Centre
Daylight Conference 9:00am - 2:30pm or Twilight Conference 3:30pm - 9:00pm
Register for the Conference or Live Video Stream at www.equip.org.au
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“The baby has a developed neurological
system so the pain would be intense. …
There is no attempt to give anaesthesia.”
developing unborn child? What
are the physiological and
theological issues that we need
to consider in all of this?
It’s hard to put in a 30-second sound
bite. Embryos are full human persons
at a very early stage of maturity. They
become full human persons when
conception is completed. It is a little
misleading, I think, to speak of
conception as a point in time. It is more
like a 12-hour process. At the end of
that, when the chromosomes have settled
and the embryo begins to divide and
multiply, and metabolic activity is going
on, then you have a full human person
– just at a very early stage of maturity.
I think the way we talk about this is
important, because it is not quite
accurate to say that foetuses are embryos
that developed into foetuses, or become
foetuses. I think, rather, we are better
off to say embryos mature into foetuses,
they mature into what they already are.
So embryos – from the first single-celled
embryo – have all the capacities they need
to mature into a full adult human being,
as long as they are given proper shelter,
nutrition, and otherwise left alone.
Modern culture wants to define when we
become a person by our ability to
perform a particular set of functions, such
as self-awareness, self-consciousness,
awareness of our environment – really
elementary types of functions.
The difficulty with those kinds of criteria
is that we lose some of these abilities at
some stage in our lives. So something
like general anaesthesia can leave us
without the ability (if it is done correctly)
to perform any of those functions, yet we
insist that those functions when someone
is under anaesthesia are irrelevant to his
or her standing as a person.
So I think theologically, we want to
suggest that – although the Scripture
does not have any categories or
language for embryos that are not yet
outside the womb – we do know from
the account of Jesus’ incarnation that
from the very earliest stages of Mary’s
6 AP

pregnancy, an image-of-God bearing
person was recognised. I would say
somewhere from five to seven days after
conception we have the celebration of
the announcement of Jesus’ conception.
There is just as much fanfare in the
Gospel account of the Messiah coming
at Jesus’ conception as there was at His
birth. In fact, there is probably a little
more so at the conception of Jesus.
Mary could not have been more than
about seven days from conception at
most. So at the time when the
celebration of Jesus’ conception was
taking place, that is roughly the same
time period in which we harvest stem
cells from human embryos today.
Given all the modern forms of
contraception available today, why
do we need abortion? Is it being
practised at significant rates?
Yes, at least in the Western world the
incidence of abortion has not
diminished. In the US, it is still roughly
900,000 to 1,000,000 abortions a year.
The technology has been a mixed
blessing. It is true we have better
contraceptive technology today. It is
also true that we have better abortion
technology as well, that enables doctors
to perform abortions in the late second
and third trimesters. I think these late
term abortions should properly be
classified as infanticide, because in most
cases the baby is delivered breech with
the feet first. There are only about six
inches at most of the head of the child
that is still technically in the womb,
which makes it technically still an
unborn child, or a foetus. Most of the
late term abortions then either snip the
spinal cord, or suck the brain tissue out
while the head is still in the womb.
In my view, if the public actually knew
what kind of procedures were involved
in late-term abortions they would be
sick to their stomachs and would
demand that they be prohibited.
Does the child have any feeling
when this is happening?
Oh yes, the child feels everything.

Dr Scott Rae
So a child can actually experience
intense pain?
Yes. The neurological system is very well
developed by that time. The primitive
streak that becomes the spinal cord is
there at about two weeks gestation, and
the first brain activity is usually
detected around 40 days gestation.
Is there any sign of foetal distress
or terror when all this is taking
place?
We know from watching terminations
on ultra-sound that even when early
term abortions are done the baby will
sometimes cringe or shy away from the
instruments. Babies no doubt sense that
they are a threat. The late term abortions,
unless they are done by saline injection,
which is a way of poisoning the baby to
death, must inflict significant pain.
After all, the baby has a developed
neurological system so the pain would
be intense. To the best of my
knowledge, there is no attempt to give
anaesthesia to late-term foetuses.
Abortion is often referred to in
fairly benign terms as “family
planning”. Is that what it is?
People use euphemisms all the time to
obscure the dark side of what they are
doing. “Family planning” is a classic
case in point. The term can refer to sexselection abortion. If you discover that
the unborn baby is a girl and you want
a boy, you can abort the child. It’s
“family planning”. Of course, this is
nothing short of infanticide and is the
dirty little secret of the abortion industry,
here in Australia and in North America.
Peter Hastie is the principal of Presbyterian
Theological College in Melbourne.
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Battling for life
Rebecca Elias

Some discussions universities try to shut down. Not this time.

T

he University of Sydney Union
sponsors more than 200 clubs
and societies, most of whom
hold a stall during Orientation week. I
arrived there for the first time in 2010
as a young and naïve first-year student,
and I was combing through the dozens
of clubs and society stalls, looking for
the pro-life stall.

A directory mapped out all the stalls,
from the Captain Planet Appreciation
Society to the Puzzle Appreciation
Society, but there was no pro-life stall.
For me, that was the beginning of
LifeChoice, although it was only at the
end of 2011 that I began drafting the
model constitution for LifeChoice and
only at the beginning of 2012 that
LifeChoice actually began functioning.
Regarding abortion, the population
seems to have an attitude of “There’s
nothing more to see. The discussion
was over in the 1960s and 1970s”.
Euthanasia is still a bit of a hot-button
issue in our society, but most university
students probably have not considered
their moral stance on abortion – at least
until they have to. And when they are
in that situation, they are normally
under considerable emotional pressure
to take the line of least resistance.
One study has shown that over a 20year period or so, attitudes have
changed to abortion. The question was:
“Should a pregnant woman be allowed

to have a legal abortion if the family has
very low income and cannot support
any more children?” In 1984, 23% said
it definitely should be allowed; in 2002
this fell to 11%. However, the
percentage of people who answered
“definitely” or “probably”, when added
together, remained the same. What
changed was that many people moved
from ‘definitely’ to ‘probably’. They had
become less sure of themselves – or
perhaps more apathetic.
People did not become more pro-choice
which is a positive, but neither did they
become more pro-life. So we have to
ask ourselves why? The rising
generation of young people are
changing that statistic as they are more
apathetic and/or less sure of themselves
about this issue. Dr Alveda King, the
niece of Martin Luther King, told a
pro-life group: “My uncle, Dr Martin
Luther King Jr, depended on the energy
of the young folk in the civil rights
movement. He said: ‘When you see
young folk come on board, you know
that history is on the way and it’s here.’”
The pro-life people are not on board in
Australia at this point of time. When they
are faced with a difficult situation, their
“probably” is likely to turn into: “Well,
in this case, I really cannot afford to have
a child” or “In this case, I understand
my sister cannot afford to have a
child – or my girlfriend or my wife.”

“We saw a need to bring a pro-life voice to
our university and to spread a culture of life
by influencing those who create our culture,
the young people.”

LifeChoice was set up to try to fill the
void, to bring this discussion into
universities, for university should be a
place where there is robust discussion
on ethical topics and people’s ethical
assumptions should be questioned. We
saw a need to bring a pro-life voice to
our university and to spread a culture
of life by influencing those who create
our culture, the young people.
LifeChoice started early 2012 and has
since spread to six universities. Yet it
was no easy task to set it up. I began
forming the constitution at the end of
2011, ready to hand it in to the Clubs
and Societies Office. I put all my
information on paper, saying exactly
what I wanted. Early in 2012 I met a
fellow student who had started a prolife group in New Zealand and was
interested in starting one in Sydney. He
had a look at my constitution, and said:
“Rebecca, you are going to be eaten
alive!” He taught me very quickly that
the Clubs and Societies Office was not
going to be fair to us, as he had
experienced much opposition in the
universities in New Zealand.
He helped me put together an application
form which we hoped would be looked
upon more favourably. We handed it in
and it was rejected. The authorities told
us that our club or society had to enrich
the students of the university and our
club didn’t do that. We wanted to bring
ethical questions into our university
that young people should be discussing,
but the bureaucrats frankly told us:
“We’re not interested in having this
discussion. People will be upset. People
will be offended. This is not the place.”
If university is not the place, what is?
AU TU M N 20 16 7

There is no appeals process for clubs and
societies at the University of Sydney: a
decision is made by the Clubs and
Societies Office and is signed off by the
Union Board. We got our friends together
and we went to the Union Board meeting
when they were about to sign it off and
we appealed the decision. It started a
prolonged discussion which went back
and forth. The board said we had to
change our constitution, that we were
just a discussion group, and we were not
to have an opinion. Eventually it went to
a vote: a five-all draw. When a vote is
tied, the decision goes to the chair. She
was a young woman who was very
strongly pro-choice and we thought
that was it. But, to our surprise, she cast
her vote on our side, and so we got in.
That was not the end of our troubles.
For the next 12 months people set up
organisations against us. In fact in a
matter of hours, there was already a
petition on line with thousands of
signatures to bring us down. Our stalls
were destroyed, graffitied in a foul way,
and we were Public Enemy #1 in the
student newspaper.

“In a matter of hours, there was already a
petition on line with thousands of signatures
to bring us down. Our stalls were destroyed,
graffitied in a foul way.”
Yet good things happened. I remember
having a discussion with a young girl
who started by yelling at me, and
speaking very harshly. By the end of the
discussion, she had tears in her eyes and
was confessing: “I didn’t realise this is
how you guys were like.” She had seen
that I was reasonable, that I was trying
to speak to her in a loving way. It was
also interesting that the Union itself
organised a discussion on the issue of
personhood, as society in general was
dealing Zoe’s law (name after an unborn
child who was killed in a car-accident
in 2009, but not recognised by law).
If you change the law before you
change the culture, all you do is get a
new government at the next election
and the law will be overturned. But if
you change the culture, the law will
change. And this is why the work in

schools and universities is so
important – to change hearts and
minds. LifeChoice came about because
in high school I had listened to a
presentation of ChoicesofLife. At times I
felt like I had been sitting at the top of
a mountain and had accidently nudged
a rock or a boulder which started
rolling and I had no choice but to run
after it. We hit the papers. Stands at
university got bigger and bigger. I was
not prepared for it; I did not think I
was equipped for it. But I pressed on!
And I don’t regret it.
For ChoicesofLife (for schools), see
www.choicesoflife.com.au
For LifeChoice (for universities), see
www.lifechoice.net.au
Rebecca Elias is founder of LifeChoice,
which has spread to six universities.
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Freedom
on TRIAL
A view held by the majority until
recently may be illegal in Tasmania.

M

omentous events are
underway in Hobart, “the
activist capital of Australia”.
Tasmanian Anti-discrimination
Commissioner Robin Banks has decided
that Roman Catholic Archbishop Julian
Porteous has a case to answer. The stakes
are high, and there is international
attention. What is going on?

Earlier in 2015 the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference published a 15page booklet called Don’t Mess with
Marriage. It was produced to help
Catholics and the broader community
understand why proposed redefinition
of the federal Marriage Act is bad for
families and children, and Australian
society in general. The booklet is (for
now) freely available in hard copies,
and on the internet
(https://www.sydneycatholic.org/pdf/d
mm-booklet_web.pdf ).
Take 15 minutes to read it. It proclaims
the value and dignity of every human
being, and urges that all people be
treated with corresponding respect. It
affirms the true nature of marriage with
remarkable gentleness.
Julian Porteous distributed the booklet to
church members, and families enrolled
in Catholic schools. Thus a Catholic
pastor distributed Catholic teaching on
marriage to Catholics. Would it not be
negligent for him to do anything less?
However, Rodney Croome, the
national convener of Australian
Marriage Equality and 2015 Tasmanian
of the Year, was upset by the booklet’s
teaching, and its wide distribution, and

went to the media urging that someone
bring an anti-discrimination action
against the Archbishop.
The Tasmanian Anti-discrimination
Act (1998) says this:
Section 16. Discrimination on
ground of attribute
A person must not discriminate against
another person on the ground of any of
the following attributes: race; age;
sexual orientation; lawful sexual
activity; gender; gender identity;
intersex; marital status; relationship
status; pregnancy; breastfeeding;
parental status; family responsibilities;
disability; industrial activity; political
belief or affiliation; political activity;
religious belief or affiliation; religious
activity; irrelevant criminal record;
irrelevant medical record; association
with a person who has, or is believed to
have, any of these attributes.
Section 17. Prohibition of certain
conduct and sexual harassment

Campbell Markham

2000 words. These excerpts contain the
substance:
I believe statements in the booklet Don’t
Mess With Marriage are in clear breach
of section 17 of the Anti-Discrimination
Act. They offend, humiliate and insult
same-sex attracted people and the
children of same-sex partners.
1. Same-sex relationships are
friendships
On page 9, the booklet refers to “samesex friendships” as distinct to the
relationship between a man and a
woman. The reference to “friends” is
repeated on page 10.
This is deeply offensive, humiliating
and insulting to same-sex attracted
people, because it says our relationships
are devoid and incapable of the depth
of love, intimacy, commitment and
personal fulfilment to be found in a
conjugal union.
2. Same-sex attracted people are
not whole

(1) A person must not engage in any
conduct which offends, humiliates,
intimidates, insults or ridicules another
person on the basis of an attribute referred
to in section 16... in circumstances in
which a reasonable person, having
regard to all the circumstances, would
have anticipated that the other person
would be offended, humiliated,
intimidated, insulted or ridiculed.

On page 9, the booklet says the
“complementarity” of men and women
means the union of a man and a
woman in marriage “makes them
whole”. This obviously implies samesex attracted people can never be whole
people, especially when viewed in the
light of the booklet’s main message –
that they should not be able to marry.

In September, Martine Delaney, a
transgender activist and Hobart Greens
candidate, heeded the call of Croome
and lodged a lengthy complaint of over

This is deeply offensive, humiliating and
insulting to same-sex attracted people
because it says we, and our relationships,
are inherently and irredeemably defective
AU TU M N 20 16 9

and second rate. It effectively says we
are less human and less entitled to the
respect every human being deserves.
3. The children of same-sex couples
are not healthy or virtuous
The booklet states marriage is “the
nursery of healthy, well-rounded
virtuous citizens” (p10). It also says
allowing same-sex couples to marry
(which in the view of the booklet is
synonymous with us having children)
will “mess with kids” and “hurt” young
people (p13).
4. The cumulative effect of the
above statements
On page 5 the booklet says every
person “has great dignity and worth”
and that same-sex attracted people
“must be accepted with respect,
compassion and sensitivity”.
Yet, the statements I outline above do
exactly the opposite. Taken together,
they say same-sex attracted people are
not fully human, our relationships are
defective, our children are unhealthy,
and the moment we step outside the
straightjacket of Catholic dogma we are
a threat to humanity.
Complainants can seek remedy, and
Delaney has asked for two: First, she
wants the Catholic Church in Tasmania
to implement a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

“A Catholic pastor distributed Catholic
teaching on marriage to Catholics. Would it
not be negligent for him to do anything less?”
Transgender and Intersex (LGBTI)
awareness program for all staff and
students within the Catholic Education
system.
Second, she wants the Catholic
Archbishop of Hobart and the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
to issue a public apology for their
actions distributing the booklet.
There is even more that makes this case
interesting. The complaint has been
brought against two parties: the
Archbishop for distributing the
booklet, and the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference for writing it in the
first place. And Commissioner Robin
Banks has indicated that the normal
process of conciliation will be bypassed,
and the case will go straight to a
hearing before a tribunal of magistrates,
perhaps as early as March 2016.
Catholic leaders and lawyers have been
diligently preparing in order to argue
their case. A defeat will see an appeal in
the Tasmanian Supreme Court, or even
the High Court.
Why should we care about this action
against Julian Porteous? If the impending

marriage plebiscite is going to be fairly
debated, then both sides will need to be
able to state their arguments freely.
Earlier this year Dr David Van Gend,
president of the Australian Marriage
Forum, had pro-marriage television ads
refused by some stations. Other television
ads produced by The Marriage Alliance
met the same fate. In Tasmania a northwest newspaper refused to run a paid ad
supporting marriage, citing concerns
about breaching anti-discrimination
laws. A chill wind is already blowing,
and this anti-discrimination action will
further freeze our ability to put our
case.
Even more momentous is this: an
Australian pastor may be convicted and
forced to provide remedies for writing
and distributing Bible teaching about
marriage. So will Christians in future
be forbidden to distribute and teach the
Bible? For in its outright denunciation
of homosexual acts as an “abomination”
(Lev. 18:22) and “unnatural” (Rom
1:26-27), the Bible addresses marriage
and sexuality far more strongly than the
Bishops’ mild booklet. An eventual ban
on the Bible itself would only be the
logical extension of an adverse finding.
I am glad for what is happening. For
years marriage revisionists have
ridiculed the slippery slope and
“Chicken Little alarmists”, but now a
pastor faces prosecution for teaching
what the Bible teaches about marriage,
even while our nation’s marriage laws
are consistent with Christian teaching.
This is a glimpse of the future, and
perhaps our lawmakers will take note.
Then again, who am I kidding? This
case shows that Christians need to
prepare now to face what our Lord
promised we would face: “Be on your
guard against men; they will hand you
over to the local councils and flog you
in their synagogues. On my account
you will be brought before governors
and kings as witnesses to them and to
the Gentiles” (Matthew 10:17-18).
Campbell Markham is pastor at
Cornerstone church, Tasmania.
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World news
John 3:16 top verse

demand in 2015. The New Testament
continues to be read with much more
frequency than the Old Testament.

On February 16, one day after ISIS
beheaded 21 Coptic Christians in
Libya, “beheaded” was the fourth
most-searched term on Bible Gateway.
The weekend after the US Supreme
Court’s same-sex-marriage decision in
June, searches for “homosexuality”,
“abomination”, and “Sodom and
Gomorrah” spiked. And in September,
on the day of the total lunar eclipse,
the No. 1 search was for “blood
moon”.

The most popular Bible verse in 2015
was John 3:16: “For God so loved the
world that He gave His one and only
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life.” It was
followed by Jeremiah 29:11: “For I
know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.”

Bible Gateway’s year-in-review data,
based on 1.6 billion pageviews and
more than 160 million visitors, reveals
how people engaged the Bible on

After that came Philippians 4:13,
Romans 8:28, Psalm 23:4, Philippians
4:6, Romans 12:2, Proverbs 3:5,
1 Corinthians 13:7 and Proverbs 3:6.
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Christianity Today
Hezekiah’s seal found
Archaeologists in Israel recently
discovered a part of the seal of King
Hezekiah, who ruled around 700 BC,
built Jerusalem into a thriving city and,
according to the biblical accounts,
"There was no one like him among all
the kings of Judah, either before him or
after him" (2 Kings 18:5).
The inscription archaeologists found on
a tiny piece of clay could have been
made by Hezekiah himself.
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Humans are hardwired for awe.
Our hearts are always captured by something – that’s
how God made us. But sin threatens to distract us from
the glory of our Creator. All too often, we stand in awe of
everything but God.
Uncovering the lies we believe about all the earthly things
that promise us peace, life and contentment, Paul Tripp
redirects our gaze to God’s awe-inducing glory – showing
how such a vision has the potential to impact our every
thought, word and deed.
“Deep in the soul of every human being is a longing for
transcendence, created by God himself. Yet all too often, our
pursuits and passions fixate on things that will never satisfy. What
we need most desperately is to fall to our knees in renewed awe of
our Creator. In Awe, my good friend Paul Tripp motivates us to find
that posture and delight in staying there.”
- James MacDonald, Pastor, Harvest Bible Chapel, Rolling
Meadows, Illinois

Hardcover $26.99
available from

Reformers Bookshop
02 9564 3555 - reformers.org.au
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“This is the first time that a seal
impression of an Israelite or Judean
king has ever come to light in a
scientific archaeological excavation,”
Eilat Mazar of Jerusalem’s Hebrew
University told the New York Times.
After the clay imprint, called a “bulla”,
surfaced in the southern part of the
wall that surrounds Jerusalem’s Old
City, it sat catalogued and stored in a
closet for five years. Then, recently, one
of the experts examined the bulla under
a magnifying glass and noticed little
dots separating the words: “Belonging
to Hezekiah (son of ) Ahaz king of
Judah.”
Relevant Magazine

institutions, saying that all religions
should be managed by religious
organisations from within China. The
Chinese government has established
patriotic associations for all five
recognised religions — Buddhism,
Catholicism, Daoism, Islam and
Protestantism.
UCA
‘Same God’ row
Wheaton College, a leading American
Christian college, has suspended a
professor for saying Christians and
Muslims worship the same God and for
wearing a hijab during Advent as a
gesture of solidarity with Muslim
neighbours.

China tightens control
The Chinese Communist Party is
sending signals that it will intensify
control over the Catholic Church and
other religions. Zhongguo Mingzu Bao,
the official newspaper on religious
issues, noted in an October
commentary that President Xi Jinping
is “serious” on religion.
Though the article did not specify
individual religions, it alluded to
church, clergy and dioceses, an
apparent reference to the Catholic
Church and other Christian churches.
The article implied that Xi is seeking to
minimise foreign influence on Chinese

Professor Larycia Hawkins told
Chicago reporters she respected the
evangelical institution for upholding its
principles, but showed no signs of
backing down. She was placed on
administrative leave just before
Christmas while the university
investigates whether she violated its
Statement of Faith.
She has been supported by Mirolsav
Volf, the leading Yale theologian who
visited Australia this year. He said the
two faiths’ understandings were not
identical but similar enough for
significant common values. Professor
Volf wrote in a newspaper opinion

article that the suspension was “not
about theology and orthodoxy. It is
about enmity toward Muslims”.
Christianity Today
Religious clothes banned
China has criminalised clothing
associated with “religious extremism” in
new amendments that further narrow
the definition of terrorism in a bid to
tackle Muslim separatist violence in
Xinjiang.
Amendments to the Criminal Law
announced by China’s highest court on
November 1 included banning clothing
or logos linked to religious extremism.
“Anyone who violently forces others to
wear such garments will be put under
surveillance, detained or face a
maximum of three years in prison,”
reported the state-run Global Times, a
nationalistic tabloid printed in Chinese
and English.
Authorities in Zhejiang province have
removed at least 1200 church crosses
since the end of 2013.
UCA
Church reviews laws
British Acts of Parliament dating back
to the 1500s could be repealed under a
Statute Law reform process that is
detailed in a Church of England
consultation. Because it is an
established church, much of its internal
rules are part of UK statute law.
The church is reviewing its procedures
and considering repealing legislation
that is now “spent, obsolete,
unnecessary or otherwise not now of
practical utility”.
The oldest law identified for repeal is
the Suffragan Bishops Act 1534.
Section 5 of the Act requires a diocesan
bishop who has nominated a candidate
for appointment as a suffragan bishop –
or the candidate themselves – to
provide the two bishops to act as coconsecrators with the Archbishop and
to bear their reasonable expenses. In
practice the church has long borne such
expenses.
Another ancient Act that could face the
chop is the Tithe Act 1536. This
provides that a new incumbent would
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be entitled to receive the tithes that had
accrued during the vacancy. This stems
from the period when incumbents were
entitled to receive – in the language of
Medieval English – “tithes, fruytes,
oblacions, obvencions, emoluments,
commodities, advauntages [and]
rentes”. As such rights have long-since
been repealed; a provision that accrues
such rights during a vacancy to the
successor priest is clearly obsolete.
ACNS

fundamental conviction that all people
are equal and have the same freedom
and dignity, is a crime against
humanity.”
French Jews may leave

The statement reads: “In the eyes of
God, each human being is a free
person, whether girl, boy, woman or
man, and is destined to exist for the
good of all in equality and fraternity.
Modern slavery, in terms of human
trafficking, forced labour and
prostitution, organ trafficking, and any
relationship that fails to respect the

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has condemned the November 13
terror attacks in Paris, but back home
in India he allows Hindu
fundamentalists to lash out against
religious minorities, activists say.

Up to 80% of French Jews are
considering moving to Israel after the
November Paris terrorist attacks,
according to Dr Michael Bensaadon,
director of the “Klita” umbrella
organisation for NGOs working to
help French Jews immigrate to Israel.

Joining world leaders for the G20
summit in Turkey, Modi suggested a
series of steps to address religion-linked
terrorism. But activists in India say
Modi is employing two vastly different
messages for two different audiences.

Dr Bensaadon is calling on the Israeli
Government to prepare for a massive
wave of emigration from France
because the situation is deterioriating
for Jews in France. At least 7000
French Jews moved to Israel in 2014,
and “this wave will yet strengthen” he
says, based on requests received.

“Modi has two faces: one for India and
another for outside India,” said Father
Sebastian Poomattom, vicar general of
Raipur Archdiocese in Chhattisgarh
state, which has witnessed a series of
attacks on Christians since the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party,
which backs Modi, came to power.

There are around half a million Jews
in France now, notes Dr Bensaadon.
He explained that another million or
so who are not Jewish according to
Jewish law are extended the right to
move to Israel, but they were not
polled.

Some extremist Hindu leaders have
publicly called for India to be cleared of
Muslims and Christians by 2020, while
other fundamentalists have urged strict
population control measures for minority
religions in the Hindu-majority nation.
Modi and his administration, critics
say, have stayed silent.

Christian Today

UCA

End modern slavery
Australia’s Anglican leader, Melbourne
Archbishop Philip Freier, has signed the
joint declaration of religious leaders on
modern slavery. The statement,
published in December, urges spiritual
and practical action by all global faiths
to eradicate modern slavery by 2020.

Do more, Indian PM urged
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No Sharia plea in Aceh
Church leaders in Indonesia’s Aceh
province want a new Islamic criminal
code to respect non-Muslims living in
the predominantly Muslim region. The
local Shariah-based bylaw, which took
effect in October, stipulates harsh
punishments, including caning, for a
range of offenses, including same-sex
relations, drinking alcohol, gambling,
adultery, sexual harassment and rape.
Catholic and other Christian leaders
worry how the bylaw will be
implemented. “Shariah law is only for
Muslims. For non-Muslims, I don’t
think they are obliged to follow the
legislation,” said Father Hermanus
Sahar from the Most Sacred Heart of

Read and download
sixteen years of AP
free of charge at
ap.org.au
Click the Past Issues
button and enjoy!
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Jesus Parish in Banda Aceh, the
provincial capita.
Authorities say non-Muslim offenders
caught violating the law while with a
Muslim person will be given the option
of being tried in a Shariah court, or in
regular court using the national
criminal code.
UCA
Vale Vonette Bright
Vonette Bright, who co-founded
Campus Crusade for Christ with her
husband, Bill, in 1951, has died from
complications of acute leukemia. She
was 89.
She was born Vonette Zachary on July
2, 1926, in Coweta, Oklahoma, the
hometown she shared with her future
husband. She first recalled meeting Bill
at an ice-cream social when he was 11
and she was about 6. They reconnected
in 1945, when he wrote to Vonette
while he was a student at Fuller
Seminary.
They launched Campus Crusade at
UCLA in 1951, with the idea that they

could help “win the campus today, win
the world tomorrow”. Today the
organisation reports having more than
25,000 staff members and 300,000
volunteers working in 173 countries.
Vonette’s ministry focused especially on
prayer.
Christianity Today
Bangladesh pastor hurt
A Protestant pastor in northwestern
Bangladesh was wounded and narrowly
escaped a murder attempt, which a
Catholic lay leader alleges was made by
Muslim fundamentalists.
Three men attacked Pastor Luke Sarkar
of the Faith Bible Church at Ishwardi
in Pabna district, with knives at his
residence in October. He sustained
injuries to the throat. The attackers fled
as people in the vicinity responded to
the pastor's cries for help.
The attackers entered Sarkar's home
pretending to be candidates for
Christian conversion.
UCA
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Saved
by

grace

God’s grace is as amazing today as it has
been through history

B

ehind every conversion is
regeneration, whereby God gives
us new desires to turn from our
sin and flee to Christ to be saved, to
pursue holiness and to glorify Christ. For
me, this includes street evangelism and
proclaiming the gospel to prison inmates.
I was born in Australia in 1982. My
mother was from the Philippines and
my father from Latvia. My parents
divorced when I was three, and my
father raised me one suburb away from
the former heroin capital of Australia –
Cabramatta, in Sydney. I became
involved in street crime, which in essence
provided me with a reason to live out
my innate lawless nature. I would
regularly fight and steal and eventually
got arrested in North Sydney, and
charged with larceny and conveyance at
the age of 14. A year later I began what
would be considered organised crime as
opposed to street crime.
The notorious Vietnamese 5T gang
dominated the Cabramatta heroin trade
in the 1990s and early 2000s and were
known for their brutality in armed
robberies, extortion and the use of hitmen. It was almost unheard of at that
time for a part-Asian (particularly nonVietnamese) criminal to operate
successfully in and around the
Cabramatta area. Yet after befriending
key figures in the Asian underworld –
and not being bound to any particular

group by ethnicity – I was catapulted
deep into organised crime.
My business expanded as I broke
through the segregated nature of the
gangs of those days by networking with
different nationalities from several
groups across various suburbs within
Sydney and southern New South
Wales. I wasn’t a drug user; I was a
“gym junkie”, and seemed much older
than I actually was. I saved most of the
money I was making and moved up the
criminal hierarchy quickly as money
and violence generally equated to power.
At 18, I was convicted of possessing a
loaded hand-gun in public. By this
stage in my life I was known to the
police, and my home had been raided
twice by the drugs and firearms squad.
Sometimes multiple times a day, I
would be stopped and searched by
detectives and or a highway patrol. I
had also developed some serious
enemies. At my peak I made $20,000
to $30,000 a day, profit.
After a series of unforeseen events, I
had to move to Queensland, when I
was 20 years old. I stopped organized
crime and began investing in real estate,
and became a millionaire within two
years. I owned several high-end
properties and motor vehicles,
including a Ferrari which I drove daily.
I was full of pride and very arrogant.

“After befriending key figures in the Asian
underworld, I was catapulted deep into
organised crime.”

Andrew Zutitis

Even though I was no longer an active
participant in organised crime, I led the
same life style of violence and
lawlessness and my closest associates
were known criminals. At 23, I was
arrested and charged with assault
causing grievous bodily harm after
breaking a man’s jaw and two of his
teeth outside a Gold Coast nightclub.
I owned what the world said would
make me happy and led a lifestyle of
excess, but on the inside I had become
deeply frustrated as I found myself in a
paradoxical knot in which there was no
apparent escape. I was in bondage – to
wanting more and at the same time
knowing that more would only lead me
to more discontent.
I now no longer had the drive to pursue
money and the lifestyle as I once did.
Not long after this shift in motivation I
made several bad business decisions
that led me to financial ruin. I moved
back to Sydney with my father, and this
commenced my struggle to transition to
a regular life. At 26, after almost being
gunned down outside my home by a
former enemy, I moved my dad to a safe
house, and the following day I moved
to the Philippines for four months.
Upon my return to Sydney, a Christian
friend David Grose, a businessman,
introduced me to Alan Staines. Alan, a
Christian minister, invited me to a
meeting, at 10:30am on a Sunday
morning. I was thinking that I was
going to struggle to wake up that early
on a Sunday, but I agreed to meet. It
did not even cross my mind that this
AU TU M N 201 6 15

“meeting” meant a church meeting! I was
exposed to a new world for the first time.

pleaded to Him for mercy and
forgiveness. God enabled me to
willingly turn from my sin and to flee
to Christ to be saved. I was born again!

I attended the Salvation Army regularly
for three years. However, I was
spiritually dead, unable to receive the
things of the Spirit of God. Not seeking
God, but seeking what I could gain
from God, I thought that my regular
church attendance would cause God to
look favorably upon me. But, my
affections were bound to my nature;
my mind was at enmity toward God. I
was still a slave to sin, bound to sin, not
willing to bow my knee to Christ. I
would not repent from my sins and
turn to Christ because I could not, and
I could not because I would not, and
therefore remained under God’s just
wrath.

God opened my understanding that I
might comprehend the Scriptures; the
Bible immediately became powerfully
true to me, and began to renew my
mind. However, “zeal without doctrine
is like a sword in the hands of a
lunatic,” wrote John Calvin. I joined a
Pentecostal organisation and was raised
into a leadership position shortly after;
I was misled and therefore misled
many. I witnessed first hand the
abusiveness and manipulative nature of
the altar call and “sinner’s prayer”. This
is often the breeding ground for false
conversion and much confusion, even
for the genuine convert.

But God intervened, by His sovereign
grace and mercy. He lovingly and
graciously broke me, and revealed to
me my utter helplessness apart from
Him. In January 2011, God replaced
my heart of stone, and caused me to
feel the weight and horror of my sin in
light of His goodness and holiness. I

I was for the first time exposed to
Reformed theology after attending a
series called “The Five-Point Error”
held at the Pentecostal organisation I
was attending (The Potters House). I
was told that Calvinism was a new
heresy, and that two of my friends were

green-headed monsters because they
were Calvinists.
I began to research Reformed theology
to reach out to my poor friends but in
the process found myself incredibly
liberated, as though I was born-again
again, as God revealed to me His
sovereignty in salvation through 2
Timothy 1:8-9. I left the Pentecostal
movement within three weeks and now
attend a Reformed Baptist church. All
Glory to God.
The Lord God saved my wife Le in
March 2011 (we met in high school),
and has further blessed us with two
children. He has also provided me
several opportunities to share the gospel
with my former enemies while streetevangelising. I am studying fulltime at
Sydney Missionary and Bible College.
After I graduate I hope to establish a
small prison ministry that would be
primarily focused on feeding hungry
sheep with historic, biblical truth –
without bells and whistles.
Andrew Zutitis attends St Johns Park
Baptist Church and SMBC.
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Atheism’s
family squabble
The bleaker view rings truer
Phil Burcham

F

or those with good memories, my
most recent column in AP was
all about Nothing. Technically,
belief in the ultimacy of Nothing is
known as nihilism – the philosophical
stance that denies ultimate meaning
and moral obligation. We saw how
nihilism is “atheism’s bedfellow”, since
rejecting the divine origin of the physical
world is predictably accompanied by a
collapse of the transcendental realm of
moral law and obligation.
Although today’s atheists insist one can
be good without God, the greatest
thinker in the history of atheism,
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900),
dismissed such claims. The son of a
Lutheran clergyman, Nietzsche was a
gifted scholar who had lost his father in
infancy and his faith as a teenager.
Whether childhood fatherlessness
inspired his adult nihilism is debated,
but there is little doubt that the assault
on Christian theism Nietzsche
mounted within The Antichrist, Ecce
Homo and Beyond Good and Evil have
profoundly influenced intellectuals.
For one reason or another, Nietzsche
looked at professing Christianity in
19th century Germany and decided the
church was exhausted and irrelevant.
Within German universities, the rise of
modernism had assailed the biblical
underpinnings of Christianity, and in
the hope of remaining relevant to their
era, German Protestantism capitulated

to this modernist critique, substituting
a moralistic faith that had little
connection to historic Christianity.
Rather than following Enlightenment
thinkers in salvaging a Christian ethic
from the wreckage of 19th century
German Protestantism, Nietzsche saw
that the whole kit and caboodle – both
theology and ethics – went down with
the sinking ship. As he famously put it in
The Genealogy of Morals (1877): “When
one gives up Christian belief one thereby
deprives oneself of the right to Christian
morality... Christianity is a system, a
consistently thought out and complete
view of things. If one breaks out of it a
fundamental idea, the belief in God, one
thereby breaks the whole thing to pieces.”
Among Nietzsche’s many criticisms of
Christianity, few are more bracing than
his condemnation of our Faith for
standing on the side of the weak against
the strong. Drawing support from
Darwinian evolution, he dismissed the
Christian compassion that fuelled the
rise of social institutions that cared for
the weak, elderly and infirm: “Pity on
the whole thwarts the law of evolution,
which is a law of selection. It preserves
what is ripe for destruction.”
Nietzsche believed this “impure”
Christian concern for the powerless
must be abandoned to allow the “higher
men” to reassert themselves. “Morality
guarded the underprivileged against

We should thank Nietzsche for forcing
atheists to ask whether right and wrong
can persist in the face of Nothing.

nihilism by assigning to each an infinite
value, a metaphysical value….
Supposing that the faith in this
morality would perish, then the
underprivileged would no longer have
their comfort – and they would perish.”
It is sobering that in seeing humans as
inhabitants of a godless universe,
Nietzsche can see no compelling reason
to affirm the intrinsic value of every
individual life, or to uphold the
equality of all.
The Nietzschean outlook has significantly
influenced contemporary thinking in
our universities, medical schools and
healthcare institutions. It is dangerous
because, as Baptist ethicist D.P. Gushee
put it, “Nietzsche has lost any sense of a
God-given value to the average, humble,
ordinary life... He is so impressed by
what a flourishing life looks like for the
greatest and most creative geniuses that
he cannot appreciate the significance of
just a bit of humble improvement in
the lives of everyone else.”
Whatever we think of Nietzsche’s
writings, we should thank him
nevertheless for initiating an “in house”
argument among atheists, for forcing
them to face the question of whether
moral obligations can survive within
their godless worldview – for asking
whether right and wrong can persist in
the face of Nothing. Richard Dawkins
would likely answer “Yes”, Friedrich
Nietzsche a firm “No”. If the crises
within Western societies and their
healthcare systems are anything to go
by, a great deal rides on the outcome of
which gentleman we think is right.
Dr Phil Burcham lives in Perth.
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Rediscovering
prayer
The day that prayer began

P

raying has always been hard for
Christians. I once heard John
Stott say that it was his greatest
struggle in the Christian life, and I
suspect that most Christians today
would add a heartfelt Amen to that! I
know I have never found prayer easy.

Add to that the fact that right now, at
this point in the history of the church
of the Lord Jesus Christ, prayer is not
front and centre, and the reasons for
taking a fresh look at prayer from first
principles are pretty obvious. So let’s
start by looking at what the Bible
actually says about prayer.
Where is the first prayer in the Bible?
It’s tucked away at the end of Genesis
4. Here’s what we find in Genesis 4:2526: “And Adam knew his wife again,
and she bore a son and called his name
Seth, for she said, ‘God has appointed
for me another offspring instead of
Abel, for Cain killed him’. To Seth also
a son was born, and he called his name
Enosh. At that time people began to
call upon the name of the LORD.” This
is the day that prayer began.
But why did people start to “call on the
name of Yahweh”? At first glance, it

Gary Millar

isn’t all that obvious. Not much
happens in the verses (or the whole
chapter) leading up to this
announcement. But there really can be
only one reason – people start to pray
because of the birth of Enosh.
Enosh doesn’t get much airplay in the
Old Testament – in fact, you may never
have given him a second thought – but
his birth triggers the start of prayer.
Why? The answer is simple but
important: it is because people begin to
understand the gospel. For the first
time, people start to get a glimpse of
God’s masterplan that would ultimately
lead to the coming of the Lord Jesus
and change the whole universe.
Where does it say that in Genesis 4:2526? Let me show you! Back in Genesis
3:15, God promises Adam that one of
Eve’s children will stamp on the head of
the serpent. Who is the most likely
candidate? At the start of Genesis 4, the
two likeliest possibilities are Abel and
Cain. But then Cain kills Abel, ruling
out both of them.
So who’s the next contender? It has to
be Seth, doesn’t it? But what are we told
about Seth? Nothing, so it can’t be him.

By this stage, people might be getting a
little impatient.
That’s when Enosh comes along. And
it’s at this point that people start to
twig to the fact that everything may not
get sorted out straight away. It’s at this
point, it seems, that they realise that
they are going to have to wait a while
for God to fulfil His promises. So it’s at
this point that they start to “call on
Yahweh”. It’s at this moment that they
start to pray.
“To call on God” here surely means to
cry to God to come through on His
promises, to do for us what we cannot
do for ourselves, and to admit our
weaknesses and appeal to His awesome
strength.
They start to pray because they see
both God’s commitment to us, and
their own helplessness. They pray
because they know God is for them,
because He has said so, and that they
are weak, because He has said so. In
other words, prayer starts with the
gospel. It always has and it always will.
Gary Millar is principal of the
Queensland Theological College
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and it always will.”
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Priorities for
the pressed
The daily dilemma: do I get my
heart or my home in order?
Madeleine Turner

L

ife with a toddler is full on. By
far the biggest adjustment I’ve
had to make is coming to terms
with the fact that there is no such thing
as “me time” or “down time” any more.
Not in this season. It’s just “go” time.
So when I do have a rare, uninterrupted
moment, I want to make the most of it.
And it’s at this point in time when I’m
faced with the same, nagging dilemma:
do I read my Bible now or do I tackle
my endless “to-do” list? Do I get my
heart or my home in order?

The fact that I even consider
prioritising a lifeless basket of washing
over time spent with the Living God
reveals how warped my priorities can
be. I attach a false sense of urgency to
the immediate and tangible, where
none usually exists.

interruptions, emergencies and
deadlines often take priority over prayer
and Bible reading, simply because they
carry our own or others people’s
expectations of urgency. “But God can
wait”, we justify to ourselves, “He’s not
going anywhere. He doesn’t need us
NOW like everything else does.”
This constant tension between the
urgent and important is what author
Charles E. Hummel identified in 1967
as “the tyranny of the urgent”. We have
a tendency to let immediate daily
demands crowd out the truly
important. Our problem lies not with
our lack of time but rather, with our
priorities. No matter how busy we are,
we will always find time to attend to
the things we deem important.

early in the morning, while it was still
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and
went off to a solitary place, where he
prayed” (Mk. 1:35).
Several times in the New Testament, we
are reminded of Jesus’ devotion to
prayer and meditation on God’s Word
(Matt. 4:4; 14:23; Lk. 5:16; Heb. 5:7).
This was of primary importance. He
waited upon God for guidance and
strength to accomplish the Lord’s will for
each day, and in doing so, was able to
discern the urgent from the important.

It doesn’t help that our lives are
cluttered by constant distractions. The
momentary appeal of Facebook,
Instagram and Pinterest is often too
irresistible to ignore. And if it’s not our
mobile devices alerting us to instant
action, we can be sure that the beep of
our microwaves, washing machines,
kettles, fridges or smoke detectors will!

So how do we discern the urgent from
the important in our lives? We needn’t
look any further than the example of
Jesus Christ. He never found Himself
at the mercy of His own or other
people’s schedules (John 7:6; 11:1-7).
He was never in a hurry. Jesus ignored
what others viewed as urgent and
prioritised what was important. He was
determined to do His Father’s will.

Can the same be said of you? If
someone recorded your life for a week,
what would it reveal about your
priorities? Is time with God an
afterthought to your crowded schedule,
or at the centre of it? Prayer and bible
reading seldom happen if we do not
plan for them. We must not wait until
we “feel” like it. Nor should we let the
fear of legalism stop us from pursuing a
regular devotional habit. Life is busy.
Time is precious. But by far the greatest
investment we can make amidst the
noise and clutter of our day is to “Be
still, and know that the Lord is God”
(Ps. 46:10).

Family obligations, work and ministry
responsibilities, unscheduled

How did he prepare for a busy day?
Mark’s gospel gives us a clue: “Very

Madeleine Turner worships at Ashfield
Presbyterian Church
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Books
Transforming
Homosexuality
Denny Burk and
Heath Lambert
P. & R. Publishing, 2015

Peter Barnes
It is a pleasure (in a
way) and a relief to
welcome this clearheaded, incisive and
yet compassionate Christian treatment
of the sin of homosexual acts and
desires. Burk and Lambert delineate
four broadly Christian approaches: the
liberal (e.g. Luke Timothy Johnson, a
New Testament scholar who explicitly
rejects the biblical teaching on the
subject); the revisionist (e.g. Matthew
Vines who wants to argue that the

Bible does not directly
address the subject); the
neo-traditional (e.g. Wesley
Hill who rejects homosexual
acts, but wants to rescue
homosexual orientation so far
as he can); and the traditional
(e.g. Burk and Lambert
themselves who seek to bring
God’s transforming grace to
those tempted to homosexual
orientation and acts). Desire is
not neutral; it all depends on
what is desired. This is the decisive
weakness in Wesley Hill’s stance.
Scripture is firmly on the side of Burk
and Lambert (e.g. James 1:13-15;
Romans 7); it is sinful desires which
lead to sinful acts. Burk and Lambert
are right to question reparative therapy

which aims to turn the homosexual
into a heterosexual, while bypassing
repentance. They also give a number of
practical suggestions for how Christians
can minister to homosexuals desiring
help. However, the suggestion that the
homosexual seek out a same-sex friend
who is not tempted by same-sex
attraction in order to tell him or her
everything is one that does not seem to
have biblical warrant, at least to me. In
fact, it may be dangerous. Apart from
this doubtful suggestion, this book is
deeply biblical and helpful.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP.

The Emotionally
Destructive Marriage
Leslie Vernick
Waterbrook Press, 2013
Reviewer’s name
withheld by
request
This is a timely
book, as our
society attempts
to grapple with
the horrifying
toll of
domestic
violence on
women. Leslie
Vernick has had 30 years
experience as a counsellor and – though
she agrees that men can be victims of
domestic violence – she has written this
book specifically for women. In fact,
she has written it for Christian women
who are trapped in an abusive and
manipulative relationship. In our
church fellowships we pretend that we
are free from the violence problems that
plague those outside the church, but
that is far from the truth.
Vernick differentiates between
disappointing marriages and destructive
marriages, and has two series of
questions to demonstrate to the reader
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into which category her marriage falls.
The book gives examples of emotional
abuse and how to deal with it before the
victim succumbs to a breakdown or to
suicide (25% of white American women’s
suicides fall into this category, and 50%
of those of African-American women).
She details the way men can destroy
their wife’s credibility within the church
by convincing leaders that “she is
having a breakdown”, “she is bipolar”
and the like. By the time a woman tries
to get out of the horror that her
marriage has become, she can be in a
fragile state. Having begun her
marriage with the intention of being a
godly, submissive wife, she ends it feeling
like a piece of trash. If her children
continue in such a home, they will have
their idea of marriage grossly distorted.
This book needs to be read by all men
(and women) in leadership positions
within churches, and lessons need to be
learned about why women leave what
looks to be a happy marriage. It needs
to be given to a woman who chooses to
leave this type of “marriage”, so that she
will be assured that she has done the

best thing in leaving, and that she is
loved and valued by the Lord, if not by
her husband. She needs to be treated
gently and her story heard, rather than
discounted because she has been
declared to be “unstable”.
The church is not free of this abuse. It
is not as visible as physical abuse, but
probably has a far more serious effect
on its victims.

The Biggest Story
Kevin DeYoung
Crossway, 2015
Mark Powell
With six children,
I am always on the
lookout for new
children’s Bibles
and it is good to
welcome The
Biggest Story. It is
one of those rare
blends of amazing pictures
(illustrated by Don Clark) and great
words (thanks to Kevin DeYoung).
What’s more, it is biblical theology at its

best, showing how the main theme of the
Scriptures is God’s plan to rescue
humanity from the control and power of
the Devil (1 John 3:8).
The idea behind the book started out as
a Christmas sermon – to re-tell the
“biggest story” in one sitting as one
would at a fireside chat. DeYoung is
himself a very good storyteller. He is
engaging, funny but most of all
insightful; he is also one of the most gifted
writers in the Christian world today.
There are 10 chapters in all,
taking us from Genesis right
through to Revelation, and
covering all of the major
highlights in between. I especially
appreciated how the book avoided
moralism and constantly kept the
“dramatic tension” of waiting for
the “snake crusher” to save
mankind. Scattered throughout
the book are tremendous theological
insights, which are presented in a
clear and accessible way.
The illustrations match the text perfectly
and amplify what the Scriptures are
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teaching. I found myself as an adult
connecting with the imagery and
marvelling at what was being
communicated.
The book’s greatest strength is also its
greatest weakness – it’s just too short!
(When was the last time you heard that
in a book review?) I would have loved
to have seen many more chapters
added. However, that is really not a fair
criticism.
This is a great read and a resource well
worth having if you are a parent or
grandparent. It would also make a
terrific gift to give at any time of the
year.
Mark Powell is associate pastor at
Cornerstone Presbyterian Church

Urban Legends of the
New Testament
David A. Croteau
B & H Publishing Group, 2015
Peter Barnes
David Croteau
deals with 40
common
misconceptions
that he believes
that people
hold regarding
the New
Testament. It
is all
stimulating,
but some points are not quite as cogent
as Croteau seems to think. He asserts
that Jesus probably communicated at
times in Greek – which is likely – but
part of his evidence for this is the claim
that He probably did so in His direct
communication with a Roman
centurion in Matthew 8:5-13.
However, the parallel passage in Luke
7:1-10 tells us that the communication
between Jesus and the centurion was
carried out by means of intermediaries,
which makes it less likely that Greek
was needed.
Croteau doubts that men and women
were seated separately in synagogues of
the first century; he points out that
grace is not unearned, but de-earned;
he questions whether Jesus emptied
Himself of the glory of heaven in
22 AP

Philippians 2:6-7; he rightly says that
the context of 1 John 1:9 is not
evangelistic but is addressed to
Christians; and we are not forbidden to
have cult members in our house
because of 2 John 10.
In Croteau’s view, the hot and cold of
Revelation 3:16 are both to be seen in a
positive light, while the lukewarmness
indicates a lack of good works. His
handling of Hebrews 10:25 is fair
enough, but it is not really a legend or a
misconception to say that Christians
are meant to meet together. Croteau
simply wants to take note of the whole
context about stimulating one another
to love and good works.
Some of the “legends” are just the result
of poor theology – for example, an
anaemic reading of Romans 10:9-10 to
justify saying the sinner’s prayer to
indicate one has been saved. He tells a
dreadful story about how his six-yearold daughter was cajoled into reciting
the sinner’s prayer when she really had
little concept of what she was doing.
This is a helpful book, and is a
reminder to us to be careful in
coming to our understanding of New
Testament texts. Not all will agree
that Croteau has located 40
misconceptions, but whatever the
case, his work will help to sharpen our
minds.

Center Church
Tim Keller
Zondervan, 2012
Darren Middleton
Tim Keller is a good
speaker, thinker and
cultural analyst. His
magnum opus is
Center Church (sic),
where he lays out
his understanding
of gospel ministry. There are three
major sections of his book emphasising
the importance of gospel (content), the
city (contextualisation) and movement
(greater catholicity around the gospel –
working together).
His chapter on gospel is good,
juxtaposing religion and Christianity,
works and grace and utilises throughout

his work his emphasis on the “centre”
as the place of balance, between word
and deed, challenging and affirming,
tradition and innovation, firmness and
flexibility. This is a distinctive of Keller
– what I call the Keller dialectic –
where he presents doctrines in terms of
polarity, poles that lie at opposite ends
of a particular spectrum, and our job is
to synthetise and bring a balance.
However, the heart of the book is what
he calls “City” or gospel
contextualisation. That is, the ability to
speak into a culture coherently, telling
them what they may not want to hear,
in answer to the questions they are
asking.
For Keller, this is the “secret” to his
fruitfulness, and the “secret” to our
fruitfulness in ministry. He argues that all
too often a “boring sermon is doctrinally
accurate but utterly irrelevant”. He is
vociferous in our need to connect
biblical truths with our cultural hopes,
narratives, fears and errors. He suggests
we should all be asking “what questions
is the culture asking?”
The last section of his book was a great
reminder that it takes a movement
(more than one church or
denomination) to reach a city. There
are cultures and sub-cultures that
churches and denominations just don’t
seem to reach due to the culture of
their congregation or denomination.
I am concerned that Keller
overstates the proposition
that the ability to
contextualise well is the key
to effective gospel ministry.
He argues that there is a
correlation between the
degree we contextualise the
gospel, and its effectiveness.
According to Keller “only this
kind of (missional) church has
any chance in the non-Christian
West”. Not surprisingly, Keller also argues
that we should primarily evaluate
ministry on the basis of “fruitfulness”,
not “faithfulness”. He seems intentional
in mixing the categories of “activity”
and “results”. Having said that, the
book is a very good read.
Darren Middleton ministers at North
Geelong Presbyterian Church, Vic.
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What Every Christian
Needs to Know About the
Qur’an

any details concerning two that come
from Gnostic sources, namely that as an
infant, Jesus in the cradle defended His
mother, and later, as an
adolescent, He turned clay birds
into living ones.

James White
Bethany, 2013
Peter Barnes
James White has
written an
informative and
lucid analysis of
the Islamic
claims
concerning the
Qur’an, and the
Christian response to those claims. The
Qur’an is about 56% of the length of
the New Testament, and Muslims assert
that not one letter of the Qur’an has
been changed over the centuries.
White probes the weaknesses in the
Islamic armoury. Muhammad married
the divorced wife of his adopted son;
the Qur’an clearly thinks that the
Christian Trinity consists of Allah,
Mary and Jesus; Jesus is said not to
have been crucified; Deuteronomy
18:15-19 and John 14-16 are asserted
to contain prophecies of the coming of
Muhammad; and salvation is according
to the scales (good deeds outweigh bad
deeds).
White is correct to say that “we do not
worship the same God”. The Qur’an
tells of miracles by Jesus, but only gives
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White dismantles the case for
the Qur’an but he does it
without mocking or disparaging
Islam. He simply presents the
case for not believing the Qur’an
and for believing the Gospels.
This is a work to be welcomed,
and, hopefully, much used.

Amy Carmichael:
‘Beauty for Ashes’
Iain Murray
Banner of Truth,
2015.
Peter Barnes
Patricia
MacArthur rightly
speaks of Amy
Carmichael in
terms of “a
compulsive life”.
In every respect,
Amma, as she
was known,
takes her place as one of the
foremost Christian women of any age –
not that she would have enjoyed that
praise, or agreed with it.
Nevertheless, her long life, wherein she
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spent more than 50 years in the south
of India in Dohnavur, is ample
testimony to her life of faith which
works itself out in love. For that matter,
Iain Murray’s little biographical work is
also a labour of love. In most ways,
there is little added to what we already
know from the biographies by Frank
Houghton and Elisabeth Elliot, but
there is the clear assertion that Amma’s
split with Stephen Neill in 1925 was, in
fact, a dispute with the future bishop
over the full authority of Scripture.
Amma combined a single-minded
devotion to Christ with clear-headed
insight. Blessed with the gifts of a poet,
she uttered sayings which deserve to be
remembered. For example, “To live in a
hurry means to do much but
effect little” and “If unlove is
discovered anywhere, stop
everything and put it right, if
possible at once”. Others are
“Faithfulness in little things is a
very great thing” and “Joy is
perfect acquiescence in God’s
will”. The work of Dohnavur
has continued since Amma’s
death in 1951. For this, many
will be very thankful, and we
ought to prize everything we can
learn from this most remarkable
and godly woman.
These books are available at Reformers
Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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Western

morass
R

ecent events have revealed – to
those with eyes to see – how
deep is the morass into which
Western societies have fallen. There are
conflicting views as to what should take
place, and the prevailing impressions
left are those of moral confusion and
disarray. The West seems to be under
attack, and yet also is managing to
undermine itself at the same time. The
problems are both within and without.

Charles Blow, writing for the New York
Times on November 23, 2015, worked
himself up into a lather of moral
indignation in claiming that “antiMuslim is anti-American”, and that this
“slippery slope” could lead to genocide.
The ever-vigilant and unerringly
imperceptive American Civil Liberties
Union declared that “laws that single out
Sharia violate the First Amendment by
treating one belief system as suspect”.

First, there is a threat from Islamist
terrorism. There have been hundreds of
attacks in recent times. On September
11, 2001, four hijacked planes killed
about 3000 people after crashing into
the Pentagon and World Trade Centre
in New York. More atrocities followed:
the Bali bombings in October 2002
killed over 200; in November 2003 57
were killed in Istanbul; in July 2005
more than 50 people were killed in
explosions in the London
Underground; the Boston Marathon
bombings of April 2013 killed three
and injured 183; while Paris has
suffered a number of attacks, including
the Charlie Hebdo murders in January
2015 and the deaths of 130 in the
attacks of November 13, 2015.

Moral neutrality demands that
Satanism and evangelicalism be viewed
alike, and that the Marquis de Sade be
treated as the moral equivalent of Amy
Carmichael. One gets the impression
that the Islamists understand the
secularists better than vice versa.

In the midst of all this, Europe
especially has experienced tens of
thousands of refugees, who are fleeing
the Syrian crisis. To many in the West,
religion is incomprehensible so it is not
uncommon for its intellectual leaders to
find no discernible pattern in terrorist
assaults, and so they denounce as racist
any questioning of Islam’s connection.

This takes us on to the secularist
juggernaut which dominates the
Western landscape at the moment.
Secularists in general consider that
Christianity is dangerous because of the
Spanish Inquisition in the 1490s, but
Islam is to be supported because it is
perceived to be downtrodden. Since
there are no moral absolutes in the
sexual sphere, it is wrong to offend
those who engage in homosexual
behaviour. Child abuse is wrong, but
not in the womb. Love is what matters,
but few seem to know what it means.
As a result, the culture is breaking
down quickly, to the point where a
reasonable level of public civility in
public debate is becoming somewhat
unusual. Even the Australian
Broadcasting Commission announcer
Richard Glover, who is not a believer,

“One gets the impression that the
Islamists understand the secularists
better than vice versa.”

Peter Barnes

has asked: “When exactly did
Christians become such a derided and
ridiculed minority in this country?” He
considers that it has happened in his
own lifetime, and laments that
“inviting a cleric on to ABC radio, as I
do from time to time, brings a torrent
of enraged correspondence”.
Christians have to respond to all this,
which is not altogether an easy task.
The naïve among us consider that the
problem of Islamic terrorism can be
solved by being moderate in religion (if
we have to have it at all), and seeing the
issue as really one of poverty, to be
solved by economic aid. The fearful will
try to close our borders to all and
sundry, excluding the genuine refugee
as well as the criminal. Because Western
Christians have become rather more
used to Enlightenment secularism than
to Middle Eastern Islam, they are often
tempted to embrace secularism as a
political solution at least, not realising
that no society can be built on a
spiritual and moral vacuum.
The Christian message includes the
claim that Christ is Lord of all, both
church and world (Col. 1:15-20).
Neither Islam nor secularism recognises
this, and so both contribute the morass
in different but almost complementary
ways. It is as C. S. Lewis suggested:
“Perhaps civilisation will never be safe
until we care for something else more
than we care for it.” It is the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness that we
must seek first of all (Matt. 6:33).
Peter Barnes is editor of AP.

