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Editorial
John Murray started the trend of calling
the covenant of works with Adam an
“administration”. This has proved less
than helpful, and Jonty Rhodes had
reason to say that it was “a bit like
calling a cow a domesticated ungulate
of the subfamily Bovinae”.

P

reaching on “the blood of the
everlasting covenant” (Heb.
13:20), Charles Spurgeon
declared in 1859 that “All God’s
dealings with men have had a covenant
character. It hath so pleased Him to
arrange it, that He will not deal with us
except through a covenant, nor can we
deal with Him except in the same
manner.” Covenant theology indeed
helps us to see how the Old and New
Testaments connect, and give us hope
and assurance that God deals
consistently and graciously with His
people.

In the Bible, the word “covenant” is not
used to describe God’s relationship with
Adam in Genesis 1-3, although Hosea
6:7 surely refers to it in those terms.

arching covenant of grace which is
gradually unfolded. The substance
remains the same in all ages, though the
outward forms may change. The
successive covenants do not supplant
one another – as they do in
dispensational theology – but
supplement one another.

There are specifically said to be
covenants with Noah (Gen. 6:18),
Abraham (Gen. 15:18), Israel (Ex.
24:8), and David (Ps. 89:3), as well as
the promise of a new covenant (Jer.
31:31), which Jesus alludes to at the
Last Supper (Luke 22:20). In addition,
there are covenant renewals, but these
do not add anything to the pre-existing
covenants (e.g. Josh. 24; Neh. 9-10).
Each successive covenant builds on the
previous relationship; there is a
progressive enrichment and unfolding
of God’s purposes.

So, for example, God gave wonderful
promises of land, people, and
worldwide blessing to Abraham, and
Christ fulfills these in a far greater way.
Yet there is continuity: “if you are
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to promise”
(Gal. 3:29). The new covenant
promises to Judah and Israel in
Jeremiah 31:31-34 are fulfilled in
expanded Judah and Israel in Hebrews
8. Being in the covenant does not of
itself save anyone (Rom. 2:25-29; Amos
3:2), yet there are many spiritual
advantages associated with being in the
covenant (Rom.3:1-2; 9:4-5). And for
the elect, they come to their
consummation in Christ the Lord.

In O. Palmer Robertson’s definition, “a
covenant is a bond in blood sovereignly
administered”. God’s covenants with
humanity are mutual in their
obligations, but they are not the result
of negotiation. There is one over-
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God’s covenant is
the key that
unlocks the Bible

I will be your God
Guy Waters talks to Peter Hastie

Dr Guy Waters is the James M. Baird Jr
Professor of New Testament at the Reformed
Theological Seminary, Jackson. He is the
author of several books on theology
including The New Perspective on Paul, a
recent commentary on the Acts of the
Apostles, and a work on church
government, How Jesus Runs the Church.
He is married to Sarah and they have
three children. He was a visiting lecturer
at the Presbyterian Theological College,
Victoria, in July, 2015.
How significant is the idea of
covenant in the Bible?
Covenant is a very significant idea. We
find it first in Genesis and then in every
part of the Bible right up to the book of
Revelation. Although the word
covenant is found frequently in the
Scriptures, its real importance lies in
the fact that it ties the whole Bible
together and helps us to understand its
central message. The idea of covenant
helps us to appreciate exactly how God
has saved us in Christ and how grace,
faith and obedience operate in our lives.
There is hardly an area of the Christian
life that the idea of covenant does not
address in some form or another.
What does the word covenant
actually mean?
A covenant is a bond between God and
people, and through this bond God
sovereignly administers promises. When
God gives us promises He also imposes
certain obligations. The essential
promise of God’s covenant is “I will be
their God and they will be my people”
(Ezek. 37:27; Lev. 26:12; Jer. 32:38;
Rev. 21:3). In other words, God pledges
Himself to us, and we are pledged to

Him – so fellowship and communion
with God becomes possible. The glory
of God’s covenant is that the Lord
supplies all we need in the gospel to
fulfil every one of our obligations.
Is it true, therefore, that life
becomes a noble and serious
business because God enters into
a covenant with us?
Absolutely! When God enters into a
covenant with us He holds out
promises of blessing and the warning of
a curse. To the one who lives faithfully
in covenant with Him, there is an
assurance of blessing. But for those who
break faith with Him, who spurn the
obligations of the covenant, there is
nothing but cursing and judgment. So
it is no small thing to be in covenant
with God. There are great privileges
and also great dangers.
How early in the Bible does the
idea of covenant appear?
Well, the word covenant first appears in
Genesis 6:18, but the idea is found much
earlier. In fact, it goes back to the Garden
of Eden and what is known as the
Covenant of Works. God says to Adam
in Genesis 2:17, “on the day that you
eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, you will surely die”. This
tells us that when God came to Adam
He warned him that if he disobeyed he
would forfeit life. I think that Scripture
indicates here and elsewhere that the
life that was being held out to Adam
was confirmed and continual life – a
life of fellowship with God.
Now Adam stood as a representative
person. If he had obeyed, then life
would have been the result not just for

him, but for all those he represented –
all his posterity descending from him
by ordinary generation. However, as we
know, Adam sinned, which is why we
are all by nature cursed and subject to
death in him.
Now the Scriptures speak of the
arrangement that God had with Adam
as a covenant. In texts like Roman 5 and
1 Corinthians 15 the Lord Jesus Christ
is set in direct parallel with Adam and,
of course, His work is represented in
the New Testament as covenantal work.
He undoes what Adam has done and
brings life and righteousness to us
through the Covenant of Grace.
Therefore, we have to understand that
Adam also played a representative role
as our covenant head in the Garden of
Eden. So the idea of “covenant” goes all
the way back to the garden in Genesis 2.
How do you answer people who
say, the word covenant is just not
there in Genesis 2? How can
there be a covenant if the word
itself is not used?
I think we have to be careful that we
don’t confuse word and concept. We
need to remember that the concept of
covenant can be present even if the
word is not. Just because the word is
absent does not mean that the idea is
not there. So the question is, “Are the
special features of a covenant – a bond
with promises and obligations, attended
by blessing and a curse – present in
Genesis 2? If such a reality is present in
the text, whether or not the word is
actually used, then you have a covenant.
It comes down to this: if Christ and
Adam are parallel, and the parallel
pertains to what Adam was charged to
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do or not to do in Genesis 2, and if the
Scriptures speak of the works of Christ
(His death and obedience) as covenantal,
then we are constrained to say that
Adam’s work is no less covenantal than
Christ’s work. So even though the word
covenant does not appear in Genesis 2,
I think we can say from a number of
different angles that the arrangement is
covenantal.
Also, I think it’s only fair to point out
that Hosea 6:7 can be translated to
read, “like Adam, they have broken the
covenant”. I would not defend the
existence of a covenant with Adam on
the basis of that verse alone, but I think
it’s reasonably compelling. If it is an
appropriate translation, which I think it
is, then you have the prophet Hosea
describing the arrangement in the
garden as a covenant.
Are there any other places in
Scripture where we have a
covenant but the word is not
used?
Yes. In 2 Samuel 7 God enters into a
covenant with David, promising to

build his house, bless his descendants
for faithfulness and discipline his
descendants for disobedience. However,
neither in that passage nor in 1
Chronicles 17, its parallel, is the word
covenant used. Nevertheless in Psalm
89 the arrangement in 2 Samuel 7 is
called a covenant. So, by comparing
one Scripture with another, we can say
that the arrangement in 2 Samuel 7 is
covenantal, even though the word
covenant isn’t used there.
What was it that God was
actually offering in that original
covenant, and how was that
meant to effect us?
What God was offering Adam was life.
The threat, of course, was death for
disobedience. The offer was life for
obedience. Adam was created upright.
Had he continued in obedience during
this period of testing, then God would
have given him life. Now, the question
is raised at this point, “Well, wasn’t
Adam already alive? How is it
meaningful to speak of Adam getting
something he already had?” In light of,
say, 1 Corinthians 15, the life that

Adam was being offered was not a mere
replication of what he already
possessed, but it was life that could not
be lost, and a heightened life of
consummate fellowship with God. This
is what Adam forfeited, but it is what
the second Adam won for us, and it is
what we have received in Christ. We
will enjoy this life to the full in glory.
Why does God have to enter into
these covenantal relationships?
And what affect is it meant to
have on us?
There were different kinds of covenants
in the world of ancient Israel – some
between equals and others that were
imposed. The covenants that God
enacted were asymmetrical – they
represented an administration that God
sovereignly imposed upon His people.
These covenants emphasised God’s selfcommitment to us and our salvation.
They contained promises in which God
bound Himself to us in absolute terms,
giving us certainty about the future.
For example, in the symbolism of the
covenant ceremony with Abraham in
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Genesis 15, God shows us that His
promises are absolutely binding. He (in
effect) says to Abraham, “If I break My
word, if I violate My promise, let Me
be as these slain animals.” So God’s
commitment is life and death, and He
is absolutely pledged to fulfil what He
has promised, that is, the salvation of
sinners through Jesus Christ. Since God
is so serious about keeping His
covenant, we need to be serious about
honouring it too. We certainly cannot
be indifferent to anything that God has
held out to us in His covenant.
Certainly God’s promise of salvation in
the covenant is about far more than
getting a benefit here or there; God is
offering Himself, and drawing us near
to Himself. So what the covenant does
is to impress on us the centrality of
fellowship with God. This is why we
were made, it is why we were redeemed,
and it is the most important thing we
can ever take up as human beings.
Clearly Adam broke the covenant.
What were the consequences?
Well, as God said, he died. Of course,

“The glory of God’s covenant is that the Lord
supplies all we need in the Gospel to fulfil
every one of our obligations.”
he didn’t drop dead right away, but
death came upon him in a number of
different ways. Physical death came
upon him eventually as a consequence
of his sin. He also died in his
relationship with God because he hid
himself from the Lord and no longer
had any interest in approaching Him.
Ultimately, he was driven from the
garden and exiled (although I believe
Adam and Eve left the garden trusting
in God’s promise of salvation). A large
part of the misery of eternal death is
being cast away from the favour and
presence of God and suffering the just
deserts of our sin.
Is there any hope from this point
on that God might restore His
blessing to us? Is there any hope
for the world?
One of the stunning things about God
is that in Genesis 3 He seeks a reluctant

Adam and makes a promise – speaking
to Satan, but in the presence of Adam
and Eve – that He is going to raise up a
descendant (Jesus) from Eve, and that
this descendant is going to destroy “the
serpent” and suffer in the process.
When He utters this promise, God
signals a division that He is going to
impose within humanity. There will be
those who continue to be aligned
spiritually with the devil, the tempter,
but there will be others that God will
graciously draw to Himself, and who
will be aligned with Him. Thus in the
earliest chapters of the Bible we
discover the seed of all the gospel
promises, and we will see how God’s
gracious covenant comes to fruition
through the work of Christ, the
promised offspring of Eve.
Can you explain to us how we find
hope for the future through
Genesis 3:15?
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Well, Adam and Eve are told in no
uncertain terms that the hope for the
human race does not lie in themselves
but in the “seed” of promise – that is,
in the “offspring” that God will raise up
from the woman. They are charged
with trusting the Saviour that God will
provide, because they have no capacity
to defeat the devil or to save
themselves. This has to be done for
them. They are to believe the promise
that God has made, and to respond by
drawing near in faith to God. So there
is hope but it does not lie in us. The
hope lies in Christ, who is to be believed.
How does that promise of
salvation, that is first intimated in
Genesis 3:15, take on fuller form
in the rest of the Bible?
Genesis 3:15 is really the “mother
promise” of the Gospel – the
protevangelium, the first promise from
which all other promises of blessing in
the Bible flow. So when God speaks to
Abraham in Genesis 12, we learn that it
is from Abraham that God will raise up
this “offspring”, and that He will be a
blessing to all nations. We learn of
God’s intent to bring salvation to the
offspring of Abraham spiritually
reckoned, which is, as Paul stresses in
Galatians 3, speaking of everyone who
trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ.
When we come to the promises that

God makes to David, we learn not only
that this offspring will be a descendant
of David as well as of Abraham, but
that He will rule as a King over His
people and over all the world.
In Isaiah we learn that David’s
descendant is a prophet and servant
who will suffer and die on behalf of His
people. But all of these promises have
their point of origin in the initial burst
of light in Genesis 3:15.
How does the Mosaic covenant fit
alongside the promises that God
made to Abraham? A lot of people
think they are mutually
contradictory. Are they right?
I think we need to start with Paul’s
proposition in Galatians 3 and 4 that
what God was doing at Sinai was not
something other than, or in
contradiction to, what He had done
with Abraham. So the Mosaic covenant
does not contradict the Abrahamic
covenant.
So how do we explain what appear to
be two very different covenants? I think
we need to see that the Abrahamic and
the Mosaic covenants are
complementary. Although people often
look at the Mosaic covenant as law, at
its heart it consists of promises. God
pledges to be God to Israel and tells
them that by His grace He has
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delivered them from Egypt to be a holy
nation, a kingdom of priests, and a
royal priesthood. Further, God says that
their deliverance from Egypt is a
picture, which we see in Isaiah and the
New Testament, of God’s greater
deliverance of sinners through Jesus
Christ. I think the Scripture shows us
that the Mosaic covenant is a gospel
covenant that administers gospel
promises.
Of course, the Mosaic covenant does
have a couple of distinct functions that
Paul mentions in Galatians. One of
those functions is to point out our sin.
It does that by giving us a
comprehensive revelation of God’s law,
and that was in part to show us the
breadth and extent of our sin, and our
need for a Saviour. Correspondingly,
the Mosaic covenant, through its
sacrifices and festivals, points us to the
Saviour that we need. If we take this
covenant seriously, we will realise that
the law is held up as a mirror to our
souls, exposing our sin. However, this
covenant also sets forth through its
institutions and sacrifices the One who
can save us from our sin.
However, once the law has driven us to
the Saviour, then it directs us, as those
who have been redeemed, to obey its
moral precepts – not as the way to save
ourselves – but as the rule of life for
those who have been justified by faith
alone. I know some Christians think
that all the aspects of the Old Covenant
have been completely displaced by the
New. The problem with that approach
is that Jesus says that if we love Him we
will obey what He commands (John
14:15, 21). And He commands us not
to break the law of God (Matt. 5:19;
22:37-40). Paul also, following the lead
of Jesus, sends us to the moral law as
our covenantal rule of life (Rom. 13:810; Gal. 5:13-15; Eph. 6:1-3).
I think we need to be careful not to
squeeze the Mosaic covenant into a
narrow mould. It certainly points out
our sin, but it also reveals God’s holy
character as a way of life for us to
imitate. We need to see that the Mosaic
law works at a number of different
levels, and addresses people in a variety
of situations in redemptive history.
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The

eternal

covenant
Like the Trinity, this
vital truth is clearly implied
Darren Middleton

I

f I wanted to prove my athleticism I
might go for a jog. If I wanted to
prove my stupidity I might enter a
marathon. If I wanted to prove my
intelligence I might do a PhD. If I
wanted to prove my humility I might
buy a Hyundai Excel. And if I wanted
to prove that I’m secure with my
masculinity I might wear a pink shirt,
while driving my Hyundai Excel. But if
I wanted to prove the biblical veracity of
covenant theology how might I do that?
I mean, so what that everyone from
Spurgeon to Middleton thinks the
Bible teaches an eternal covenant made
between the Godhead that manifests
itself in time in both the Covenant of
works and of grace? The real question is
where does the Bible explicitly teach
there was an eternal covenant between
the Godhead? Or for that matter, any
of the other theological covenants
referred to in covenant theology?

It doesn’t. There is no single bible text that
can support all that covenant theology
teaches. They are theological truths,
inferred and deduced from Scripture, just
like we do for the doctrine of the Trinity.

For example, we have no problems
inferring the Trinity from texts like
Genesis 1:26 when God says, “Let us
make man in our image...” or in
Genesis 3:22 when we read God saying,
“the man has become like us...”Now,
none of those verses directly teaches the
Trinity, but nonetheless we should ask,
who are the “us” in these passages?
Now we haven’t deduced the
theological truth of the Trinity yet, but
as we add these inferences together, the
“us” passages, the “Angel of the Lord”
passages (Gen. 16:13, Ex. 3:2ff;
23:20ff, Num. 22:35 etc), as well as the
references to the Holy Spirit (Isa.
46:16, 63:10; Ps. 110:1; Hos. 1:7; Mal.
3:1) we begin to understand the
theological truth of the Trinity.
Of course, there is also the greater
clarity of New Testament revelation of
the Godhead, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit (Matt. 28:19; John 1:1-2; Eph.
4:4-6, Jude 20-21) that allow us to
confirm previous inferences, and
ultimately deduce the truth of the
Trinity. The same could be said
concerning the incarnation.

“There is no single bible text that can
support all that covenant theology teaches.
They are theological truths, inferred and
deduced from Scripture.”

In a similar way, covenant theology
through inference and deduction
teaches that there is an eternal
covenant, a covenant made between the
members of the Trinity where the
parties agreed to save the elect. For
example, we infer from Ephesians 1:4
that this covenant or plan of
redemption included God the Father
choosing a people to be saved (the elect).
It seems a reasonable inference based on
this text: “even as He (the Father) chose
us in Him (Christ) before the
foundation of the world”. We can also
deduce that this covenant included not
only the choosing of a people for
redemption, but also One through
whom their redemption would be
accomplished.
In Ephesians 3:11 we read that
redemption is “according to His eternal
purpose that He has realised in Christ
Jesus our Lord...” In addition to this,
we note that the Holy Spirit also had
work to do as the one through whom
this redemption would be applied. In
2Thessalonians 2:13 we read that “God
chose you as the first fruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit,
and belief in the truth”.
This deduction seems to be confirmed
by way of inference in Hebrews 13:20
where the writer says, “Now may the
God of peace who brought again from
SU M ME R 2015/ 16 7

“Apparently, Jesus wasn’t on a visit; He was
here fulfilling the work of the eternal covenant
that the Father had commanded Him to do.”
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of
the eternal covenant…”
Next we ask, what then is the
relationship between Jesus’ blood and
this eternal covenant?
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Well, let’s look at what Jesus says about
why He came. In John’s 4:34, when the
disciples asked Jesus if anyone
remembered to bring a picnic, the Lord
responds: “My food is to do the will of
Him who sent Me and to accomplish
His work.” So Jesus is a man who has
work to do, the work of the one who
sent Him.
When Jesus is arguing with the Pharisees
about his divine mission he says in John
5:36, “For the works that the Father has
given Me to accomplish, the very works
that I am doing, bear witness about Me
that the Father has sent Me.”
Apparently, Jesus wasn’t on a visit; He
was here fulfilling the work of the
eternal covenant that the Father had
commanded Him to do. So Jesus says
in John 14:31, “But I do as the Father
has commanded me.” And although
Jesus doesn’t say, “My work is that of
fulfilling the eternal covenant”, He does
say His goal on earth was obedience to
the Father through the completion of
His redemptive work. That’s why we
read in John 17:4, “I glorified You on
earth, having accomplished the work
that You gave Me to do.”

vicariously through His life and work.
That’s why Paul says the Church must
declare God’s eternal purpose of
redemption to the whole world:
“through the church the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly places. This was according
to the eternal purpose that He has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Eph.3:10-11).
Moreover, the reason the Son is to
receive glory is that the eternal purpose
of God to redeem a people to Himself
was accomplished through Jesus. Not
might be accomplished, not hopefully
accomplished, but actually
accomplished though the work of Jesus.
One other important aspect of the
Eternal covenant is that Jesus was
promised a reward for His covenant
obedience. In Luke 22:29-30, when the
disciples were arguing over who might
be greatest in the Kingdom to come,
Jesus said this to them: “I assign
(covenant) to you, as My Father
assigned (covenanted) to me, a
kingdom, that you may eat and drink
at My table in My kingdom and sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel” (parentheses added).
Jesus’ reward was that all those He
represented would be welcome in the
Kingdom to come. That’s why Jesus
said, “I assign (covenant) to you, as My
Father assigned (covenanted) to Me, a
kingdom”.

So far we have deduced that there was
an eternal covenant in Jesus’ blood, and
that Jesus was given work to do on
earth that led Him to obey the Father
and go to the cross. Therefore, we can
infer that the eternal covenant had an
express purpose, that is, the redemption,
or salvation of God’s chosen people (the
elect). Concerning the purpose of Jesus’
work, we read in John 17:2, “…since
You have given Him authority over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom
You have given Him.”

Consequently, Jesus was “appointed the
heir of all things” (Heb. 1:2), as the last
Adam who defeated sin and death
(Rom. 5:12-21; 1 Cor. 15:21-28), and
as the true Seed of Abraham
(Rom.4:13; Gal.3:16), and as the Son
of David who inherits the throne of the
kingdom (Is.49:8; Dan.7:13-14;
Heb.1:2-14). Consequently, the eternal
covenant may be a theological
covenant, but it is also deeply biblical.

God’s eternal purpose through His Son
was that they may have life eternal

Darren Middleton ministers at North
Geelong Presbyterian Church, Vic.
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Prayer and
promises
God’s promises show us how to pray
John McClean

T

alking about prayer is usually a
good way to get Christians
feeling guilty. We almost all
feel that we don’t pray as consistently as
we should. We are often more
distracted and discouraged than
devoted to prayer.
There are three problems which can get
in the way of prayer. First, is the simple
problem of motivation. We often just
don’t feel like praying. We know we
should, we even want to want to pray
— but we don’t.

The second problem is that it can be
hard to know what to pray. Our prayers
for each other are often very vague and
bland and even when we pray for
ourselves it can be superficial, at least till
we face obvious and pressing problems.

has said that the exile will come to an end
after 70 years (Dan. 9:2; Jer. 29:10-14).

Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord,
hear and act!” (Dan. 9:18-19).

The promise from Jeremiah is the
prompt for Daniel’s great prayer; it stirs
him to a deep and moving request. He
acknowledges the Lord’s righteousness
and the people’s sin (Dan. 9:4–7). He
admits that the punishment of the exile
has been deserved (Dan. 9:11-15).
Then he asks the Lord to do just what
He has promised. He asks for
forgiveness for the people, that the
Lord will turn from His anger and look
with favour on the temple and city
which lie in ruins. He appeals to God’s
great mercy, which is the basis for the
promises in Jeremiah, and cries out “O

Daniel’s prayer is remarkable and
moving and bold. He is humble and
dependent, yet he also asks the Lord for
exactly what he wants. He almost insists
that the Lord act without ever speaking
as if he has a right to demand things.
His prayer is answered at two levels.
First, Gabriel comes to tell him that the
answer lies far off, not 70 years but “70
sevens” (Dan. 9:21-24). This looks
forward to Israel’s redemption by Jesus.
There is a more immediate answer as
well. Within a few months of Daniel’s
prayer, Darius the new king, also

Finally, there is a big theological question
which can get in the way of praying:
Why pray at all if God has everything
planned and under his control?
The simple observation that in the
Bible prayer is consistently tied to
God’s promises offers an answer to all
three of these problems.
The connection is obvious with one of
the most remarkable prayers in the
Bible in Daniel 9. Israel have been in
exile for 70 years, and Daniel is an old
man who has served in the
administration of the Babylonian
empire for much of that time. Through
it all, he has been praying toward
Jerusalem, longing to return there. He
has also been reading his Scriptures. He
knows that through Jeremiah the Lord
SU M ME R 2015/ 16 9

known as Cyrus, sent the exiles in
Babylon back to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple. The writer of Chronicles
points out that this comes from the
Lord to fulfil what He said to Jeremiah
(2 Chron. 36:22–23).
Everything about Daniel’s prayer – its
motivation, confidence, request and
answer – are based on the word of the
Lord to Jeremiah. Daniel prays because
he knows what the Lord has promised,
and the Lord uses Daniel’s prayer to
fulfil that promise.
The connection between prayer and
promises is repeated over and over
again in the Bible. Daniel’s example is
one of the most obvious and dramatic,
but, once you are aware of the pattern,
it is easy to see many examples.
Think about the Lord’s prayer. Each
element of the prayer is echoed
somewhere in Matthew, not as a request
but as a promise. Jesus had already
announced that the kingdom was near
(Matt. 4:7) when He taught His disciples
to pray that it would come. He also
promises that our heavenly Father
knows our needs and will provide for
them (Matt. 6:32–33). He says that
God forgives our sins (Matt. 6:12,14;
9:2; 12:31; 26:28) and protects His
people (Matt. 16:18; 24:13, 22).
Paul too, regularly prays in a way which

We hear Jesus’ announcement: “I am coming
soon.” Then John prays, and teaches us to
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
reflects God’s promises. He writes that
believers have peace with God, hope
and joy through the Holy Spirit (Rom.
5:1-5) and he prays “may the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in Him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13). He says that
he is confident that God will complete
the good work which He has begun in
the Philippians, and then prays that
God will do just that (Phil. 1:4-11).
These are just two of many examples of
this pattern in Paul’s prayers.
The final words of the book of Revelation
show the same truth. We hear Jesus’
announcement: “I am coming soon.”
Then John prays, and teaches us to
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).
God’s people ask Him to do what He
has said He will do and, because they
ask, He does it. John Calvin observed
this connection and pointed out that
prayer is the way in which God has
determined that we will receive what
He has promised: “it is … by the
benefit of prayer that we reach those
riches which are laid up for us with the
Heavenly Father”. We come to our

Heavenly Father, present our requests
and know that He will answer because
He has already taught us what we need
in His promises.
So Calvin concludes an important
lesson about prayer: “To us nothing is
promised from the Lord which we are
not also bidden to ask of Him in prayer
… we dig up by prayer the treasures
that were pointed out by the Lord’s
gospel, and which our faith has gazed
upon” (J. Calvin Institutes III.xx.2).
Learning from God’s promises can
change our prayers. It reminds us that
prayer is not presenting a “shopping
list” to God, hoping that He might
come through on at least a few of them.
Instead, I look at His promises and see
prayer as primarily trusting God for
His promises and asking Him to keep
them. God is not a genie who grants
our wishes. He is the Lord of the
universe and our loving Father: so we
ask for His promises.
Focusing on God’s promises challenges
the priorities of our prayers. Instead of
our immediate desires, we find we are
asking that we will grow in grace, that
God’s church will be faithful, that His
kingdom will come and Jesus will return.
Praying from God’s promises helps to
answer the three problems of prayer.
Dwelling on the promises is a great
motivation to pray. They also teach us
what to pray for, and we can ask
confidently. We can be bold like
Daniel, asking God to do what He has
said He will do. It also gives us some
insight into why we pray if God is in
control. God uses our prayers to fulfil
His plans. Jesus will return at the time
the Father has set (Mk 13:32), and He
will return because the church around
the world cries out “Come Lord Jesus”.
When the Lord returns, the whole
world will wonder at God’s faithfulness:
He will have answered our prayers.
So look at the treasures promised in the
gospel and dig them up by prayer.
John McClean teaches Theology at Christ
College, Sydney.
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Undercover videos expose
abortionists selling body parts

Planned

profiting
Samantha Balmforth

O

n September 9, 2015, the
United States Congress
undertook its first hearing to
determine whether or not the American
government should continue to fund
women’s “health” and abortion
provider, Planned Parenthood. Many
Republicans want a complete
defunding of Planned Parenthood,
while most Democrats argue that
Planned Parenthood is too important
to women’s health to defund, regardless
of whether or not they sell baby parts.
Planned Parenthood hides behind the
façade of its logo “Care. No matter
what”. What, however, does Planned
Parenthood care about? It has been
found out to be making money from
selling the body parts of aborted babies.
It appears that baby parts are more
profitable than living babies.

the brutal nature of the abortion
industry. Planned Parenthood murders
unborn babies, and is involved in the
buying and selling of organs and body
parts of aborted babies. This is a federal
felony in the US and is punishable by
up to 10 years imprisonment or a fine
of up to $500,000.
Each video seems to be more depraved
than the previous one. The first video
was shocking enough, involving the
senior director of medical services for
Planned Parenthood, Dr Deborah
Nucatola. With the sound turned off,
one could be mistaken for thinking that
Nucatola was casually chatting with
friends about her holiday plans, such is
her nonchalant body language as she
sips her wine and eats her salad. The
reality is gruesome indeed.

are the more popular organs and
therefore fetch a higher price. “I’m
basically going to crush below, I’m
going to crush above, and I’m going to
see if I can get it all intact.”
The second video was in the same tone,
involving senior Planned Parenthood
director Dr Mary Gatter haggling over
prices for baby parts whilst stating that
the “less crunchy” methods of abortion
yield better, more intact body parts.
Gatter floats the price of $75 per
specimen, and is countered with $100
by the undercover actors. She happily
accepts this and later jokes, “I want a
Lamborghini.” Gatter then declares
that “we’re not in it for the money, and
we don’t want to be in a position of
being accused of selling tissue and stuff
like that.”

In the video, Nucatola describes what
appears to be the illegal selling of
organs and body parts from aborted
babies for profit. Planned Parenthood
have defended their procedures, calling
it “tissue donation” for research, which
is legal in the US, and adding that
Nucatola was discussing the cost and
fees associated with this. Yet Nucatola
describes how exactly abortionists such
as herself go about ensuring they get
the organs and body parts that they
want, avoiding the torso if possible so
as not to damage the valuable organs
such as the heart, lungs and liver which

The third and fourth videos feature Dr
Savita Ginde. Most alarmingly, Ginde
states that during some secondtrimester abortions the baby is
“delivered” (meaning born) and is then
classified as “intact”. An intact baby
will mean more profit, as its organs are
not damaged. It is fair to assume that
babies are sometimes born alive during
Planned Parenthood procedures and are
then killed (or left to die) and harvested
for body parts. The video also contains
footage of Ginde dissecting an aborted
baby, where an audible crack of a skull
can be heard.

“Procurement technicians would sometimes
harvest baby parts without consent, even if
the mother had flatly refused.”

The fifth video again focuses heavily on
these “intact specimens” and how
Planned Parenthood will adjust its
abortion methods depending on the

This has all come to light through the
recent release of (so far) 10 videos by a
pro-life organisation, the Center for
Medical Progress (CMP). CMP
recorded undercover videos of various
Planned Parenthood officials while
pretending to be representatives of a
biomedical research company.
The CMP “buyers” fooled Planned
Parenthood into thinking they were
selling baby parts (the products of
abortions). Over the 10 videos that
have been released, CMP has uncovered
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requests of the company purchasing the
body parts. The Director of Research
for Planned Parenthood in Texas,
Melissa Farrell, states that “we [Planned
Parenthood] deviate from our standard”
in order to provide the particular buyer
what they want. US federal law states
that no alteration in the timing or the
method of abortion be done for the
purposes of foetal tissue collection, so
this would be a violation of that law –
as abysmal as that law is.
The sixth video interviews an exprocurement technician, Holly
O’Donnell, who also features in
previous videos. As an eyewitness,
O’Donnell recounts how she was told
that the “donation” of body parts and
organs post abortion was “not an
option, [but] a demand” and that
procurement technicians would
sometimes harvest baby parts without
consent, even if the mother had flatly
refused.
O’Donnell’s impression of Planned
Parenthood’s main motivation is profit,
that it views pregnant women as an

There is a chance now to change
people’s minds on the issue of abortion.
The brutality of this profit-driven industry
is now on show for all to see.
opportunity to make money, rather
than caring for their health and
wellbeing as is claimed by the
organisation. Ms O’Donnell is
interviewed again in the seventh video,
and this time includes a most chilling
story. She recalls how she was called in
for a procedure and the abortion doctor
told her to “come and see something
kinda cool, kinda neat”. What
O’Donnell describes is “the most
gestated baby [she’s] ever seen” which,
based on the size she describes, was
probably between 19 and 21 weeks.
O’Donnell says that the doctor taps on
the baby’s heart with an instrument and
it starts beating again, meaning it was
almost definitely alive when it was
born. O’Donnell was then instructed to

procure the brain of the baby, which
would entail her having to cut the head
open, through the face with scissors.
O’Donnell complied. However, she felt
disgusted throughout the procedure
and resigned from her job soon after.
President Obama has remained tightlipped on all 10 videos, saying nothing
to condemn their contents, nor
Planned Parenthood. This is
unsurprising, as the President has been
a long-time supporter of the
organisation. It is unknown what the
result of the Congressional hearings will
be, whether or not they will result in a
defunding of Planned Parenthood.
What is known is that this is the
greatest achievement for the pro-life
movement in 50 years.
Due to the undercover nature of the
actors and the videos, unprecedented
access was given to the inner workings
of Planned Parenthood and the horrific
nature of the abortion industry was
able to be shown to the public. This
opportunity will most likely never
occur again. There is a chance now to
change people’s minds on the issue of
abortion. The brutality of this profitdriven industry is now on show for all
to see.
America, and the world, has been
provided with sickening evidence of
how Planned Parenthood works behind
closed doors. The babies whom they
claim are nothing more than “cells” are
ruthlessly harvested for their hearts,
lungs, livers and brains. The goal is
profit, and they have been caught redhanded by CMP’s undercover sting,
definitely proving that for Planned
Parenthood cash comes before the lives
of the babies, the welfare of the
mothers, and the law. Planned
Parenthood should be defunded and
prosecuted. Baby parts are profitable,
but babies are precious.
Samantha Balmforth works as a
deaconess at Revesby Presbyterian Church
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World news
Book bans in NSW
Two Christian books banned by the
NSW Department of Education and
Communities in May are still banned
despite Education Minister Adrian Piccoli
telling Sydney Anglican Archbishop
Glenn Davies that there is no ban and
promising to tell school principals this.
The books – You: An Introduction by
Michael Jensen and A Sneaking
Suspicion by John Dickson – were
removed from the curriculum in May
with no consultation with the Anglican
Church.
However it seems that principals have
received no memo rescinding the ban,

and requests to various officials in the
Department of Educationhave received
evasive responses, according to
Christian leaders who sought clarity
from the department.
Bibi execution suspended
Pakistan’s top court has suspended the
execution of Asia Bibi, a Catholic
woman sentenced to death for
blasphemy, after agreeing to hear her
appeal. A three-judge bench on July 22
ordered a halt to the execution pending
the outcome of the appeal.
Bibi was arrested in Sheikhupura
district of Punjab province in 2009
after being accused of insulting the

Prophet Mohammad because she drank
water from a cup also used by Muslims.
In October last year, the Lahore High
Court dismissed Bibi’s appeal and
upheld her death sentence. Her
husband, Ashiq Masih, then appealed
to Pakistan’s president for clemency and
filed an appeal in the Supreme Court.
UCA
Baptists cut missionaries
Two months after promoting plans to
send out “limitless” numbers of
missionaries, the International Mission
Board (IMB) of the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC) in the US faces a
financial crisis.
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IMB president David Platt has
announced that the agency needs to cut
at least 600 missionaries and staff to
balance its budget and make up for a
$21 million deficit for 2015.
Currently, the IMB has about 450 staff
and about 4700 missionaries overseas,
down from 5600 in 2009. Platt said
earlier this year the total number of
missionaries would likely drop to about
4200.
Christianity Today
Presbyterians defer apology
Instead of apologising imperfectly for
racism this year, the second-largest
Presbyterian denomination in America
will wait to repent more perfectly. The
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)
voted 684–46 at the 2015 general
assembly to defer action on a resolution
that apologises for “involvement in and
complicity with racial injustice” during
the civil rights era.
Supporters called the resolution an
essential step toward reconciliation in a
time of growing diversity; the 350,000member denomination is now only
80% white. But some pastors
questioned the need, since the PCA
didn’t exist until nine years after the
1964 Civil Rights Act.
Reformed Theological Seminary
chancellor Ligon Duncan III, who

introduced the resolution alongside
church historian Sean M. Lucas, said it
grew out of his friendship with African
American pastors.
“When you become friends with a
person who has experienced oppression,
and you begin to love that person,” said
Duncan, “you begin to care about the
things that have hurt their heart.”
While the PCA didn’t exist during the
civil rights era, many of its churches
did.
Christianity Today
Sproul jnr suspended
Ligonier Ministries has suspended R.
C. Sproul Jr until July 2016 due to his
admission that he visited the adultery
matchmaking website Ashley Madison.
Ligonier was founded by his father, R. C.
Sproul Sr, who still serves as chairman.
The younger Sproul is one of the
ministry’s teaching fellows, and is rector
and chair of philosophy and theology at
the ministry’s Reformation Bible College.
In a blog post, Sproul Jr, whose wife died
from cancer in 2011, said he accessed
the site “in a moment of weakness,
pain, and from an unhealthy curiosity.
… My goal was not to gather research
for critical commentary, but to fan the
flames of my imagination. … Within
minutes I left, never to return,” he wrote.

Recently a group identifying itself as
“The Impact Team” released 25
gigabytes of stolen data from Ashley
Madison, including millions of users’
account information.
Christianity Today
Wealthy owe debt: Pope
Wealthier nations have an “ecological
debt” they must pay back to poorer
countries by ending food waste, cutting
back on non-renewable energy
consumption and investing in
sustainable development, Pope Francis
said.
“The environment is a collective good”
that everyone has the duty to protect
— a duty that “demands an effective
collaboration within the entire
international community,” the pope
told a group of environment ministers
from European Union countries in
September.
The pope encouraged countries to
adopt a “circular economy,” which
considers the life cycle of finite
resources and develops more selfsustaining methods of production and
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services. Fighting ecological
degradation must be linked to
solidarity and fighting poverty, he said,
because the poor are more vulnerable in
a ravaged environment.
UCA
Dalits accuse Vatican
Christian Dalits in India have filed a
complaint with the United Nations
accusing the Vatican of not doing
enough to curb discrimination faced by
“untouchables” within the Catholic
Church.
The complaint accuses the Vatican and
the Indian Catholic Church leadership
of caste-based discrimination “by way
of allowing it directly and indirectly in
their spiritual, educational and
administrative places”.
A delegation of Dalits has asked the
UN and other organisations to urge the
Holy See to eradicate the caste
discriminatory practices. Dalits, or
untouchables, are the lowest caste
within Hindu society, and huge
numbers have converted to Christianity
and Islam over the decades.
UCA

Christian growth slows
India’s Christian community has grown
more slowly in the last decade than the
country’s overall population, according
to new government data, disproving
allegations that there have been
widespread forced Christian
conversions.
The coalition federal government, led
by the pro-Hindu Bharatatiya Janata
Party (BJP), has released religion-based
data collected for the 2011 decennial
national census. The data shows the
percentage of Hindus fell marginally
while Islam grew faster than any other
religion during the 10 years between
2001 and 2011.
Muslims make up 14.2% of the
population compared with Hinduism’s
79.8%. “There has been no significant
change in the proportion of Christians
and Jains,” added an official statement.
UCA
Gay bishop: I’m not alone
The world’s most prominent gay bishop
has written an open letter to Pope
Francis after the Vatican signalled that
it was unhappy with some of those

invited to a star-studded White
House party being thrown for the
Pope during his US visit.
Bishop Gene Robinson, former
Anglican Bishop of New Hampshire,
said he knew he would not be the
first gay bishop the Pope had met, as
some “undoubtedly” work with and
for Pope Francis in the Vatican.
The gay, twice-married and now
twice-divorced former Bishop of New
Hampshire, Gene Robinson, was
among those invited to a celebration
party. The Vatican is understood to
have disputed the guest list. The
election of Bishop Robinson helped
trigger a near-schism in the
worldwide Anglican Church.
Christian Today
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Our natural

nihilism
Materialist philosophy can only breed nihilism, not cure it
Phil Burcham

T

he opening verse to Psalm 19 is
famous for its celebration of God’s
majestic creation: “The heavens
declare the glory of God. The skies
proclaim the work of His hands.” Yet
the psalm is memorable too for showing
a striking feature of biblical Wisdom
literature: after spending the first six
verses praising the natural world, it
abruptly changes gear to commend the
beauty of God’s moral order: “The law of
the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul.”

While seeming strange to modern ears,
the sudden transition sits comfortably
with the overall plotline of the Bible.
Since both the natural world we perceive
with our senses and the unseen moral
realm we know though our conscience
are alike created and sustained by God,
the authors of Scripture frequently shift
from one domain to the other.
A related truth learned from Scripture
is that both realms bear the brunt of
humanity’s rebellion against its Creator;
not only does the physical creation groan
under sin’s weight, but disunion with
God breeds chaos in the moral realm.
This disorder is evident in Genesis 4,
where, after murdering his brother, Cain’s
shabby evasiveness identifies him as the
first Nihilist – the first to consciously
deny any moral obligation toward others.
When God confronts Cain over Abel’s
absence, the whining response seems
straight from the textbook of modern
nihilism: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
While the selfishness that defines nihilism
is ingrained within our fallen natures,
few will publicly admit to owning this
worldview. Hence secularists often insist
16 AP

that the Christian God can be rejected
without collapsing moral obligations or
plunging necessarily into nihilism. “We
can be good without God” is a commonly
voiced viewpoint, but this claim invites
a sceptical response. If the existence of a
transcendent moral realm is denied on
the grounds that it cannot be
demonstrated using the tools known to
physical scientists – and devoted
materialists typically make such claims–
then on what grounds are genuine
ethical values conceivable?
Rather than tracing moral values to a
transcendent realm created by God, most

After all, in a world without
transcendent immaterial entities, it’s
unclear how ethical values invented by
an individual human brain have any
application on a wider or universal
scale. If, as materialism insists, humans
are simply walking test tubes
comprising trillions of molecules fizzing
away in vastly complex chemical
reactions, why should the contents of
one test tube feel obliged toward those
of another? Neurobiological thinking
might explain your preference for
chocolate milkshakes and my fondness
for vanilla, but it struggles to account
for universal moral values that make

When God confronts Cain over Abel’s absence, the
whining response seems straight from the textbook
of modern nihilism: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
secularists assume that they originate in
the “neural circuitry” within human
brains. On this view, the billions of
interconnected nerve cells within the
brain evolved to manufacture ethical
judgments in much the same way that
the pancreas acquired the ability to
produce insulin, the liver to make
glucose, or the kidneys to secrete
vitamin D. As hominid brains
developed these capabilities, their
evolving mental capacities ostensibly
fostered the emergence of altruism,
thus enabling group living and the
emergence of humane societies.
Such explanations are widely taught to
students, but there is a worrying
problem with the materialist stance.

civility and decency possible.
Dogmatic materialism of what Professor
Donald MacKay used to call the “nothing
buttery variety” – the view that humans
are nothing but atoms and molecules –
inevitably leads humanity into a moral
wasteland. Lacking grounds for ethical
responsibility or a basis for the broad
applicability of moral values, the
materialist philosophy can only breed
nihilism, not cure it. As Dan de Witt
put it in his fine little book, Jesus or
Nothing, only Christ can do the latter:
“The gospel gives an explanation for our
existence, clarity for our confusion, grace
for our guilt, meaning for our mortality,
and answers for our adversaries.”
Dr Phil Burcham is an elder in the PCWA.
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The

blame
game
Why is it always
someone else’s fault?
Madeleine Turner

W

hen was the last time you
played the blame game?
Notice I didn’t ask you if
you’ve ever played it. Because if you’re
human, chances are you’ve been playing
the blame game since you could talk.
You only have to spend a few minutes
in a children’s playground to see the
blame game in full force: “It’s not my
fault. She started it.” We can even blame
our tendency to play this game on
Adam and Eve. After all, they started it!
We all make mistakes, but sometimes
it’s easier to assign blame to someone or
something rather than take
responsibility for it. We’ve become so
adept at excusing our behaviour and
lessening our guilt that, often, we’re not
even aware when we’re doing it!
I’ve become very accomplished at the
blame game, especially since we
welcomed our first child into the world
last summer. Our daughter has become
the scapegoat for everything, from
being late to explaining why it’s
difficult to socialise at night.

creates. Because how I respond reveals a
great deal about the underlying heart
attitudes directing my behaviour.
The heart is the engine room of what
we do, say and think (Prov. 4:23). It
directs the body, mind, will, emotions
and conscience. While Christians are
declared righteous in Christ, we still
battle with our sinful nature. That is
why Scripture warns us to “guard” our
hearts, because we are prone to wander
from the truth. Our hearts cannot be
understood by human wisdom. They
are deceitful above all things (Jer. 17:9).
Perhaps that is one reason why we are

Holy Spirit and through the trials and
temptations of life. His goal is to
sanctify us, to make us holy (Christlike). And He uses many of the day-today circumstances of life to expose the
sin buried deep within our hearts, to
wean us from the world and drive us to
the cross.
I never realised how sinful I was until I
became a mother. I often blamed
moments of irritability, discontent,
worry and impatience on sleep
deprivation and an unpredictable baby.
But these are merely symptoms of the
many idols that lie stowed within my
heart: pride, comfort, self, and the

I never realised how sinful I was
until I became a mother.

And for the most part these excuses are
entirely legitimate. Babies are
unpredictable. They turn your neat little
world upside down. Well-intentioned
plans to get out the door on time are
sometimes thwarted by an explosive
nappy and multiple outfit changes.

so quick to blame everything but
ourselves for our sin. As C.S. Lewis
once observed: “It is only our bad
temper that we put down to being tired
or worried or hungry; we put our good
temper down to ourselves.” How easy it
is to believe our vain rationalisations
when we blame our road rage on the
slow driver ahead of us; when we justify
our impatience with the “difficult”
relative at Christmas; or excuse our
greed during SALE time!

But there’s one thing I can’t blame on
our baby. And that’s how I respond to the
daily challenges that she unintentionally

We need God to lay bare our sinful
thoughts and desires. He does this
through His Word, the ministry of the

desire to be in control. Yet through the
challenges, inconveniences and
sacrifices that parenthood involves,
God is teaching me that true
satisfaction and joy are found in Him
alone.
Being confronted with our sin is
painful. But friends, as we enter a new
year, let us cling to the grace and hope
we have in Christ, “being confident of
this, that He who began a good work in
you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).
Madeleine Turner attends Ashfield
Presbyterian Church
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You can’t stop the
bullying of
one group
by bullying
another

A problem
with purple
I

t takes guts to stand out from the
crowd. Whether it be the prophet
Daniel in the Old Testament,
Stephen the first martyr in the New
Testament, or a teenage school girl who
dares to defy the “expectation” of her
school principal that all students show
their support of the homosexual
lifestyle on Wear It Purple Day, it takes
real guts to stand out from the crowd.

option for children to “opt out” – a
stark contrast with the Scripture
seminars held once a term, for which
students specifically have to “opt in”.

heart of the matter was how they would
be perceived and possibly even treated
by their peers, as well as some of the
teachers in the school.

Later the school did send out another
communication saying that children
could “opt out” – however, that was
only for viewing the film, and not
participation in the rest of the day.

I was interviewed on the current affairs
television program The Project.
Afterwards, one of the presenters said
that according to the school no parent
had formally complained about the
planned events. However, as the
Department of Education now
acknowledges, a number of complaints
were received.

On Saturday morning, August 22,
2015, I received an email from a parent
of a student at Burwood Girls High
School in Sydney. Attached was the
official flyer stating that on the Friday
of the coming week classes for all years
would be cancelled and all students
were instructed to attend the screening
of Gaybybaby, a documentary about gay
parenting. This had precious little to do
with education – it was more about
enforcing compliance with a worldview
that is radically different from the
Christian one.

Presumably all involved in our
schooling system have the noble
intention of wanting to stop any
harassment of students at school,
including those who might come from
a same-sex family. Christians too
should seek to prevent bullying or
vilifying others whenever we see it. The
problem is that, ironically, the school
was intimidating an even greater
number of people than they were trying
to protect. Tolerance cannot be created
by enforcing acceptance – that only
leads to tyranny.

Not only were all students told to
attend but they were also encouraged to
wear purple clothing (jewellery,
ribbons, scarves and the like), as well as
eat specially prepared purple cup cakes
and then participate in a parade under
the rainbow flag. Initially there was no

A number of parents contacted a
variety of community leaders to express
their deep concern over being
compelled to take part all the activities
of the Wear it Purple Day, even though
they themselves had a conflicted
conscience regarding the issue. At the

One girl was in tears, pleading with her
parents not to say anything to the school
because of possible negative repercussions.
18 AP

Mark Powell

Further, on August 24, Burwood
Presbyterian minister David Maher
called a meeting of some 15 parents
and members of the community who
were concerned.
Out of this meeting a letter was written
on behalf of the group, expressing its
concerns. These parents felt compelled
to raise the issue with community
leaders outside the school because they
feared that their children would be
looked down upon and socially
excluded by their peers and even some
of their teachers if they complained
direct to the school authorities.
The whole episode was surely a
traumatic thing for a teenage girl to go
through. In fact, one of the girls we
spoke to was in tears, pleading with her
parents not to say anything to the
school because of possible negative
repercussions.
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There is actually a much larger political
power play happening here behind the
scenes. This was not primarily about
Burwood Girls High School even
though the makers of the film were
originally from there. There is a
homosexual political lobby group that
goes under the innocuous name of the
Safe Schools Coalition. It actively
encourages students to engage in cross
dressing (e.g. a boy to wear a girl’s
school uniform) as well as other forms
of non-heterosexual practices.
Currently they have at least 87 schools
across NSW signed up, from Narrabri
to Homebush.
At first I was concerned only about the
girls who didn’t want to attend because
of the conflicted situation in which the
school principal had put them.
However, the issue is not merely a local
one. By allowing the Safe Schools
Coalition to operate in our schools, the
Department of Education is in direct
contradiction of its own guidelines.
Let me just briefly relay the pertinent
parts of the Department’s own
guidelines. In the section entitled
“Controversial Issues”, it says: 1.1
Schools are neutral grounds for rational
discourse and objective study. They are
not arenas for opposing political views
or ideologies.

something – or, more to the point,
Someone – greater than ourselves to
liberate us from our own intolerance.
Why do we bully each other, even if we
are of the same nationality, gender or
sexual orientation? It’s because we’ve
first bullied God! We’ve rejected our
Maker and in so doing have become
estranged from each other as well. It is
only through the death and resurrection
of Christ that we can be truly made
whole. Being merely, or even intensely,
religious – or intensely irreligious for

that matter – will not fix this. In fact it
will only make it worse! What Jesus
offers is something radically different.
Jesus offers us reconciliation. Jesus
offers forgiveness. Jesus offers
wholeness. Jesus offers hope. It’s faith in
Jesus that creates true love – and not
mere tolerance – because only Jesus has
the power to save us from ourselves.
Mark Powell, from Cornerstone,
Strathfield, was much involved in the
recent debate in NSW about homosexual
propaganda in schools.

Buy your loved one a
Gift of Compassion and you’ll

help a child in need too!

Note in particular that schools are not
arenas for opposing political views or
ideologies. The larger question that has
to be asked then is how can the
government, and in particular Adrian
Piccoli (the NSW Minister for
Education) allow this controversial
homosexual lobby group to continue to
explicitly propagate its ideological
agenda in institutions that are supposed
politically neutral?
One of my colleagues summed this up
well: “This is about the intimidation of
impressionable and vulnerable children
in your school.” Trying to stamp out
the perceived bullying of one particular
minority group by enforcing
compliance with a different worldview
is just another form of bullying.
What the new more aggressive and
angry atheistic secularism fails to
understand and what the Bible
gloriously declares is that we need

Visit www.giftsofcompassion.com.au for gifts that help
release children from poverty in Jesus’ name.
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Books
Notebook for Eternity
Wayne Richards
email: notebook26@outlook.com 2015

Peter Barnes
Too often the
gospel today is
reduced to
answering the
question: “Do
you believe that
Jesus Christ died
personally to
save you from
your sins?” This
Notebook
avoids such
dangerous
superficiality.
It is a set of 26 meditations, one for
each letter of the alphabet (yes, Q and
X can be done), all on the nature of
God. The top half of each page gives
Wayne’s thoughts, and the bottom half
gives four to six Bible references,
written out in full. The result could
easily be used evangelistically to give to
people to introduce them to their
Creator and Judge, or it could be used

SANDERS NOONAN

SPECIALISING

IN ALL
CHURCH
REAL ESTATE
MATTERS

by Christians to contemplate more
deeply the nature and attributes of
God. I have already given away a
number to people in nursing homes.
We ought to be glad for this resource,
and make cogent use of it.
Copies are available from Reformers’
Bookshop for $3.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

Truth Overruled
The Future of Marriage
and Religious Freedom
Ryan T. Anderson
Regnery Publishing, 2015.
Campbell Markham
Dr Anderson is a young magna cum
laude Princeton lawyer-scholar. He
draws his thinking from the deep wells
of Catholic heritage, and has become
arguably America’s strongest and
clearest defender of marriage.
Truth Overruled was released within
weeks of the U.S. Supreme Court’s fivefour decision to strike down State
legislatures’ bans on same-sex

Free rental & sales appraisals
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Reduced rates for Churches
& other Christian Associations
Excellent references available
on request

“marriage”. It is a
remarkably clear,
interesting, and
comprehensive
analysis of the
decision and its
likely consequences.
If marriage is
redefined in
Australia, it will be
done by our
legislators or by
referendum. The book nevertheless
has a great deal to teach us as we
continue our own fight.
Anderson outlines a magnificent
defence of marriage, showing how good
government marriage policy binds
together men and women and the
children that they bear. Not only is the
Supreme Court’s decision bad
constitutional law, it weakens marriage
culture and further exposes the most
vulnerable—the poor, women, and
children—to the social and economic
strains of lone parenting. Likewise, it
institutionalises the distressing blight of
premeditated fatherlessness and
motherlessness.
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Truth Overruled is however refreshingly
optimistic. Just as the Trinitarian and
Christological debates of the fourth
century gave rise to a far richer
understanding of the Bible’s teaching
about God, so through this debate the
Church has the opportunity to
rediscover and explicate the profound
riches that inhere in God’s gift of
marriage, sex, and family.
The damage to these institutions has
been done over many decades, and the
recovery will take much longer. But
because “Marriage is based on the
anthropological truth that men and
women are complementary, the biological
fact that reproduction depends on a man
and a woman, and the social reality that
children deserve a father and a mother,”
Dr Anderson is confident that truth
will win out in the end.
“If you care about social justice, if you
care about the poor or about freedom,
you should care about a strong
marriage culture.” Ryan Anderson’s
book is certain to be a significant
weapon in the good fight.
Campbell Markham is pastor of
Cornerstone Church and Moderator of
the Presbyterian Church of Tasmania.

Your Special Needs Child
Stephen Viars
New Growth Press, 2011.
Peter Barnes
This is not a detailed “how to” guide
for dealing with a special needs child,
but a short booklet which gives parents
a framework for responding to their
situation in a godly and realistic way.
Stephen and his
wife, Kris,
adopted a blind
boy, Andrew,
who also has a
number of
other physical
and mental
challenges (in
2011 Andrew
turned 18).
Because of
his
blindness,
night meant nothing to Andrew, and so

sleep patterns also meant next to
nothing. Hence he went for years
without ever sleeping through the
night. Drawing on Matthew 11:28-30,
Viars points out that “There will never
be a person in heaven who regrets
accepting Jesus’ yoke of salvation and
service”. Indeed: “Every yoke he offers
includes opportunities to learn. We
know more about ourselves and more
about our Saviour than we would have
ever learned had this trial not been
entrusted to us.”
Stephen and Kris have found the rest of
contentment, the rest of joy, and the
rest of fulfillment. The booklet
concludes with an account of Andrew’s
coming to faith in Christ. It is both a
touching and a helpful little booklet.

from the times of John Knox to those
of the Broad Church ushering in what
MacLeod calls “the ebb-tide”. Some
interesting and contentious claims are
made, such as that Jonathan Edwards
came to Presbyterian views of church
government, and that Paraphrases
ought to be rejected as songs. Most
incisively, he considers that Barthianism
needs a controlling principle. MacLeod
retired in 1942, and so missed the rise
of the Baillies and the Torrances, but
we can guess his what his views would
have been – and applaud them. All
students of Scottish theology – or
Reformed theology in general – will
welcome this study, anchored as it is in
history.

You Must Read

Scottish Theology in
Relation to Church History

Various
contributors

John MacLeod

Banner of
Truth, 2015

Banner of
Truth, 1943,
reprinted
2015.
Peter Barnes
The flow of
church
history in
Scotland is
indeed a
fascinating
subject,
and few have handled it as well as John
MacLeod. This work first appeared in
1943, and has been republished now
with an appendix on “The Work of a
Theological College”.
MacLeod is a fine judge of theological
disputes and so, for example, cites the
Auchterarder Creed in the days of
Thomas Boston: “It is unsound to
teach that men must forsake sin in
order to come to Christ.” What it was
trying to say is that we cannot reform
ourselves to bring ourselves to Christ;
we must simply come as we are.
However, as it stands, it is ambiguous,
and MacLeod is quite correct to say
that it is “unfortunate and lent itself to
misconstruction”.
There are a fund of stories here which
illumine Scotland’s chequered history,

Keith Noldt
This recent
title from
Banner is to
honour Iain
and Jean
Murray. Iain
is the co-founder of the Banner of
Truth Trust, a much appreciated
author, a faithful encourager, and, a
minister emeritus of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
As the framework of the book, 35
people were invited to write on books
that shaped their lives. Of course, all
the books are Banner titles. So, for
example, R. Albert Mohler testifies to
the help Iain Murray’s The Forgotten
Spurgeon was to him in his task of
reforming the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, US.
The contributors – men and women –
represent a cross-section of pastors,
theological teachers, missionaries and
publishers from around the world.
Some are well-known, others less so.
Sinclair Ferguson points us to John
Owen’s The Glory of Christ; Jerry
Bridges writes very helpfully on George
Smeaton’s The Apostles’ Doctrine of the
Atonement; Stuart Olyott on C H
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Spurgeon’s Revival Year Sermons; and
our own Peter Barnes on J C Ryle’s
Leaders of the Eighteenth Century.
You Must Read, therefore, is a book of
personal testimonies and book
recommendations. It is helpful to learn
which books have influenced others
and which might be helpful to us. So,
you must read You Must Read to
discover which other books you must
read.
Keith Noldt is one of the ministers of West
Sydney Chinese Christian Church,
Strathfield, NSW

Confessing the Faith
A Reader’s Guide to the
Westminster Confession of
Faith
Chad Van Dixhoorn
Banner of Truth, 2014.

Some more detailed explanations would
help in some places, but the book is
over 450 pages so the publishers were
probably wise to avoid running the risk
of indigestion. Any pastor who wants
to lead a group, perhaps a session, in
studies on the Westminster Confession
will be grateful that he can draw on
Van Dixhoorn’s expertise and spiritual
help.

Autobiography of a
Yorkshire Christian

Peter Barnes
There could
be no more
credible
guide to the
Westminster
Confession
of Faith
than Chad
Van
Dixhoorn,
who has
just edited a fivevolume edition of the minutes of the
Westminster Assembly.
The Confession came about as
Edmund Calamy urged the House of
Commons in 1643 to “reform the
Reformation” by establishing the
Church of England more firmly on the
full and sufficient authority of
Scripture. Van Dixhoorn is a most
readable and thorough modern
interpreter of the resultant Confession,
which was finished in 1646.
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At all times Van Dixhoorn is clear in
his exposition but he avoids a polemical
tone to the work. For example, he deals
with the covenant of works in WCF 7.2
– which the Shorter Catechism calls “a
covenant of life” (SC 12) – without
overtly mentioning modern
disputations over both the term and the
concept. He is mild in accepting the
modern removal of the reference to the
pope as “that antichrist” in WCF 25.6.

Douglas Higgins
Banner of Truth,
2014.
Peter Barnes
It is not given to
many to write their
autobiographies at
age 100, but
Douglas Higgins is
one of the small
band of such
authors. In the
space of fewer than 100
pages, he tells of his life as a Christian –
how he was converted, his struggles
with churches which rejected the
Reformed faith, his service in the RAF
during World War II, and his talent as
an artist (a selection of his artwork is
reproduced in this book).
The conversion of a RAF colleague,
John Begley (Taff ), is a story which
illustrates divine electing grace
overcoming human hostility to the
gospel. Higgins was a peace-loving soul
who connected well with all age groups.
I was a little surprised when he referred
without comment to a lady Anglican
minister conducting a wedding service.
Overall, this is an account of how one
can grow in grace even into old age. It
is a heart-warming story.

Preaching? Simple
Teaching on Simply
Preaching
Alec Motyer
Fearn: Christian Focus, 2013.
Peter Barnes
The Old
Testament
scholar Alec
Motyer has
some helpful
things to say
about
preaching.
He is
optimistic –
perhaps too
optimistic – that “not everyone can be
what people call a ‘good preacher’, but
no one need be a ‘bad preacher’.” He
certainly worked hard at being a good
one. Over the years, he has collected
some 250 notebooks of material to be
used, potentially at least, in sermons.
Like Spurgeon, he considers
that forethought and planning
are needed.
Motyer urges: “May the Lord
deliver us from a joke at the
beginning of every sermon!” He
also gets little out of
illustrations, except they may
give the hearers an opportunity
to rest. He compares them to a
shop window which simply has
too much clutter in it to be
attractive – which is itself a telling
illustration. Motyer favours “we”, not
“you”, in speaking to congregations, in
order to emphasise that we are fellow
sinners, and that we are not there to
batter people. He tells of one friend
who finishes every sermon with “God
grant …” which becomes very
predictable.
Ultimately, says Motyer, “Our primary
task is to make the truth plain.” This is
rather a short work, but it combines
clarity and scholarship, and will help
young preachers who take the time to
ponder it.
Many of these books are available
at Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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the

LAST WORD

Slogans and
deception
The reality is always worse
than the rhetoric

W

estern society is beset with
slogans of one kind or
another. There can be few
societies which have had to face so many.
Previous generations, too, have had to
respond to them. Virgil spoke to the
ancient world of “Eternal Rome”, and
people were meant to be grateful that the
Roman Empire would go on forever.
Thankfully it did not.
It is probably fair to say that it was the
French Revolution that ushered in the
modern age of slogans, itself employing
a most appealing one: “Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity”. Thomas Paine proclaimed
“The Rights of Man”, and denounced
despots. Even as the guillotine was
working overtime, people were still
beguiled into thinking that the shedding
of so much blood would somehow ring
in utopia. Indeed, it was the Committee
of Public Safety which praised civic
virtues while waging war in a paranoid
way on the Third Estate, as well as the
First and Second Estates. Napoleon did
not betray the Revolution; he fulfilled it.
Stalin did the same in revolutionary
Russia after 1917. The Bolshevik
Revolution was supposed to ensure the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. It in fact
achieved a brutal dictatorship over the
proletariat, and everybody else. The
Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels had declared that “The
proletarians have nothing to lose but their

chains. They have a world to win.”
Whatever chains which bound them in
Tsarist days were exchanged for the
death camps of the Gulag, and somehow
they failed to win the world. Alexander
Solzhenitsyn’s A Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich portrayed an inmate who was
just happy to be able to survive till the
next day.
In Germany the Thousand Year Reich
crumbled after 12 long years. The
“Strength Through Joy” leisure
program ended promoting the death
camps, while the Charitable Transport
Company gathered disabled children
and invalids for the gas chambers of the
Nazi euthanasia program. But we are all
past that, aren’t we? Well, no, we still
seem prone to fall for one utopian
lunacy after another.
The Woodstock generation told us to
“Make Love, Not War”, and portrayed
themselves as “gentle people with
flowers in their hair”. Too often it all
descended into drugs and promiscuity,
accompanied by anger and even
violence. Since then, the slogans have
continued, without any sign of abating.
We have Harmony Day to promote an
artificial harmony, and all our schools
are “centres of excellence”, although
standards are falling. The modern
classic is surely the demand for
“Marriage Equality”. Marriage sounds a
good thing, as does equality, so “Marriage

“But we are all past that, aren’t we?
Well, no, we still seem prone to fall for
one utopian lunacy after another.”

Peter Barnes

Equality” must be doubly good.
Add this to the soothing rhetoric of
Barack Obama after the Supreme
Court’s 5-4 decision of 26 June 2015 to
allow same-sex marriages throughout
the United States. Obama waxed
lyrical: “This ruling will strengthen all
of our communities by offering to all
loving same-sex couples the dignity of
marriage across this great land … And
this ruling is a victory for America …
When all Americans are treated as
equal, we are all more free.”
Sentimentality seems to have replaced
any capacity for thought in the modern
media world. “Equality” does not mean
“sameness”; marriage is a celebration of
differences. It is the complementary
nature of the two sexes that is crucial to
any marriage. Surely too Mr Obama
must know something about Christian
bakers, florists, and wedding workers
who are being sued for not pandering
to the same-sex lobby.
Mark Twain once quipped that
“Wagner’s music is better than it
sounds”. The reverse can be said of
slogans: the reality is invariably far
worse than the rhetoric. The problem
lies not only with the corrupt and
dishonest manipulation of words, but
also with a kind of zealous sincerity.
Distinguishing between the two groups
is not always easy. In any case, the result
is yet another illustration of the words
of Isaiah: “Woe to those who call evil
good and good evil, who put darkness
for light and light for darkness, who
put bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter!” (Isa. 5:20).

