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Editorial
A

ll evangelicals can recite off
something that sounds like
justification by faith. We may
mangle it somewhat and make it sound
as though Christ lowered God’s
demands rather than satisfied His justice,
and that faith is only a human decision,
but for all that, we tend to be confident
that we have got it reasonably right.
What, then, do we make of a professing
Christian who falls into serious sin? Is
he or she to be regarded as a true
Christian who falls or a false believer?
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Some of the heroes of the book of
Judges seem less than impressive.
Samson acts like an undisciplined thug
at times (Judges 13-16), yet he appears
in the New Testament’s honour roll of
God’s faithful servants (Heb.11:32).
Jephthah and even Gideon are others
who can appear dubious models to
follow. David in the midst of his adultery
with Bathsheba hardly looks like a man
after God’s own heart – yet he was.
Armed with justification by faith, we
may say that our salvation depends not
on our obedience but that of Christ.
That is true, and it is a wonderful
comfort to us sinners, but the Bible
nevertheless teaches that to a certain
degree the reality of our justification is
gauged by the reality of our
sanctification. As John puts it: “By this
we know that we have come to know
Him, if we keep His commandments.

The one who says, ‘I have come to know
Him,’ and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him” (1 John 2:3-4).
Deception is never far away. A sinner
engaging in an ungodly lifestyle may
believe that he is in the kingdom of God
when he is nowhere near it
(1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21). Without
holiness no one will see the Lord
(Heb.12:14). Our sanctification may
include some struggles.
Our progress may be fitful but real, and
it is not at the same rate for all of us. In
his letters, John Newton noted: “He has
appointed that sanctification should be
effected, and sin mortified, not at once
completely, but little and little; and
doubtless he has wise reasons for it”.
Without understanding all of its
mystery, we are to press on in holy grace.
Peter Barnes
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The

greatest goal

Our pursuit of holiness needs
more vigour and determination.
Peter Hastie talks to Mark Powell

Peter Hastie is the principal of the
Presbyterian Theological College of
Victoria in Melbourne. Previously he
served for 32 years in church-planting
and pastoral ministry in North-East
Victoria and in Ashfield in Sydney.
He currently lectures in systematic
theology, apologetics and in several
pastoral subjects. He is married to Sue,
and they have four married children.

always been called to be holy. The main
idea in “holiness” (Hebrew qadas – to
cut) is one of “dedication”,
“consecration” or “being set apart”. To
be holy is to be cut off from profane or
common things and set apart for God.
Obviously, God is “cut off ” or, at least,
“a cut above” all other things, so it’s not
surprising that He is called “the Holy
One” (Isaiah 43:15).

Peter, what do we mean when we
talk about holiness?

So does the holiness of God refer
just to His transcendence?

H

No, that’s not all that it means, but it
certainly includes the idea. When the
Bible writers refer to God in this way
they suggest that He is above us as our
Creator and Lord, especially with
respect to His power and glory.

oliness is a central idea in the
Bible but I’m not sure that it’s
a central idea in the modern
church. Evangelicals used to think that
holiness was important, especially in
the Reformation and Puritan periods.
This emphasis continued during the
revivals of the 18th and 19th centuries,
but in the 20th century it seems to have
been displaced by other interests and
concerns.

The Bible makes it clear that God is
holy and that every believer is called to
be like Him because “without holiness
no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
This suggests that holiness is an
absolute priority for the Christian.
However, I suspect that if you reviewed
a broad range of sermons and popular
songs in the modern church, you would
probably find a different emphasis in
many of them. The stress would be
mainly on God’s love, often expressed
in ways that have romantic overtones.
Holiness doesn’t seem to be high on the
agenda.

Therefore it’s dangerous to approach
God without recognising His holiness.
Believers in the Bible would no more
think of approaching God casually than
we would walk into a nuclear reactor
without first making sure that it was
safe to do so. We would need to be sure
that we were fully protected. Two of
Aaron’s sons were struck down by God
when they approached Him without
due regard for His holiness. God said,
“Among those who approach Me I will
show Myself holy, in the sight of all the
people I will be honoured” (Lev. 10:3).
Tragically, those priests lost their lives
for violating God’s holiness.
Annie Dillard, an American writer,
warns the modern generation that we
can easily forget the Bible’s emphasis on
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God’s holiness. “It’s madness,” she says,
“to wear a hat to church. We should all
be wearing crash helmets. Ushers
should hand out lifejackets and signal
flares and lash us to our pews.” While
her language may sound extreme, she is
simply reminding us of the potential
danger of drawing near to the holy God
of the Bible in the wrong spirit. We are
sometimes too casual in approaching
God.
Is there any moral dimension to
holiness?
Yes, there is. The Bible certainly affirms
the moral dimension of holiness: “The
Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire
assembly of Israel and say to them: “Be
holy because I the Lord your God, am
holy”.’ ” (Lev. 19:2). It is interesting
that most of the commands that follow
immediately after this one don’t relate
to formal worship but are moral in
nature. To be holy, among other things,
means to renounce idolatry and to
refuse to lie, cheat and steal from
others. It also requires us to be sexually
pure, kind to the poor and to care for
the elderly. So holiness is definitely
linked to moral qualities.
When we turn to the New Testament,
we discover that believers are called
“saints” or “holy ones”. This reminds us
that Christians, regardless of the culture
in which we find ourselves, are called to
holiness. We must never forget that we
belong to God wherever we are and are

We are to be holy and blameless before God
forever. Our future is bound up with holiness.
meant to reflect His nature and be
dedicated to His purposes. As John
Owen reminds us: “Holiness consists in
our actual obedience to God, which is
revealed to us in His word.”
Why is holiness so important?
Holiness is important because Jesus
came to bring us complete deliverance
from sin. As the angel said to Joseph,
“Mary, your wife, will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because He will save His people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).
It’s simply unthinkable that Christ
could save us and yet leave us in our
guilt and under the power of sin. Once
Christ justifies us through faith, He
begins a work of thoroughgoing
transformation of our lives. And we
refer to this change as “sanctification”
or growth in holiness. Our aim, now
that we have been set free from the
curse and control of sin, is to grow
more and more like Christ.
We scarcely realise how important
holiness is to Jesus. Do we really think
that we can be complacent about
pursuing holiness when Jesus says:
“Unless your righteousness surpasses
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of
the law, you will certainly not enter the
kingdom of heaven?” (Matt. 5:20).

Believers in the Bible would no more think
of approaching God casually than we would
walk into a nuclear reactor.

Ultimately, our great hope is to share in
Christ’s moral likeness when we are
finally set free from the presence of sin
in God’s coming kingdom. But this
struggle begins now and must be our
first spiritual priority. While as
evangelicals we should fight against
social evils like slavery, injustice,
poverty and racism – to mention just a
few of the iniquities of our day – our
greatest fight must begin against the sin
that lurks in our hearts and spills over
into the church. We must begin with
personal and corporate holiness.
Holiness is also important because it is
ultimately central to our destiny. I
remember Gordon Fee, a professor of
New Testament at Regent College, once
saying to a forum of students that if he
was to serve again as a pastor, he would
devote far more time to teaching
eschatology – the doctrine of the “last
things” or final destiny.
As Christians it is sometimes difficult
to lift our eyes beyond the present
world. Nevertheless we need to raise
our vision to include our ultimate
destiny – the future glory of holiness
that God has planned for us in the new
heavens and earth. Our destiny is to
live in the “Holy City” as the purified
“bride of Christ” (Rev. 21:2). In other
words, we are to be holy and blameless
before God forever (Eph. 1:4). Our
future is bound up with holiness.
Further, if holiness is our destiny, then
throughout life and in all of our
relationships we must help one another
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to reach this goal. All our dealings and
conversations with others must prepare
us for this glorious reality. After all, the
apostle Peter reminds us: “He who
called you is holy so be holy in all you
do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I
am holy” (1 Peter 1:15). This
obligation to strive for holiness is
something we should take more
seriously than we do. Holiness is not
merely an option; it’s a necessity.
Why does holiness seem to be
less of a priority in the church
today than in previous times?
It’s certainly true that Christians in past
generations have placed a higher
priority on holiness than many within
today’s church. While not all Christians
from previous times have had scriptural
views on the subject, they have
nevertheless thought that pursuing
holiness was of vital importance for
believers. From the mid-1800s onwards
there have been a variety of groups
within wider evangelicalism such as the
Higher Life Movement, the Keswick
convention and many renewal and
revival ministries that have stressed the
importance of personal discipleship and
the believer’s sanctification. And while
they have differed – sometimes
markedly – on the doctrine of
sanctification, they have at least agreed
that it is a matter of critical concern.
However, for most of the last century

theology has been in a state of crisis
with respect to the doctrine of God. As
Scripture has come under attack from
liberal scholars within the church and
from writers, philosophers and the
scientific community beyond it,
theologians have grown less confident
in what the Bible has to say about God.
Indeed, in the 1960s some theologians
were so pessimistic about making
meaningful statements about God that
they declared that “God is dead”. Time
Magazine ran a cover story on the
subject in 1966. Obviously, when
people’s beliefs about God have reached
such a low point, we should not be
surprised when people no longer have
the energy to pursue holiness. If there’s
uncertainty about God and sin, then
why strive to be holy?
Again, the recent church growth
movement, with its emphasis on
numerical increase has – perhaps
unintentionally – redirected our focus
away from matters of the heart and
holiness. They have forgotten that one
of the most important factors in genuine
church growth is “making the gospel
attractive” through holy living (Titus
2:1-10). Instead, its exponents have

frequently proposed goals and outward
measures that are of more interest to
marketing and organisational experts
than they are to ministers of the gospel.
Moreover, this business and marketing
approach to the church has had the
effect (again unintended) of redefining
church members as “customers” rather
than “disciples”. And, as everyone in
marketing knows, the “customer is
always king”. This is obviously at odds
with the central claims of the gospel
and its call to believers for servanthood,
self-denial and holiness.
Of course, the prosperity theologians
have also been close allies of the
church-growth theorists. After all, if the
Christian faith is essentially about being
happy and rich and the gospel
proclaims “health, wealth and success”,
what’s so wrong with coveting the socalled “blessing” of affluence? Why
struggle against sin and practice selfdenial? And why get hung-up about
holiness? It should not surprise us, as
David Wells has pointed out, that these
various influences have come together
in such a way that “God now rests
inconsequentially upon us”. This is true
of many sections of the church and

The church growth movement, with its
emphasis on numerical increase has redirected our focus away from holiness.
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wider society. Christians may now feel
less inclined to pursue holiness than
they do their own careers or issues of
political or social concern.
But surely Bible-believing
Christians are seeking holiness?
Of course there are many sincere
believers within the church, but not all
have their focus on holiness. Believing
the Bible doesn’t always guarantee that
this will be so.
For instance, in some confessional
denominations it has been necessary to
defend the faith against a variety of
doctrinal errors over the last few
decades. In such a situation, it’s easy for
leaders to so concentrate on getting the
doctrine right that they devote less
energy and attention to ensuring that
people’s lives (their own included) are
consistent with it. While it’s essential
that there is a healthy focus on
doctrine, we also need to stress the
importance of a holy life.
Again, among Christians with a passion
for evangelism there has been a
tendency to speak constantly about the
necessity of faith without a
corresponding call for radical and
heart-felt repentance. In Jesus’
preaching, calling for repentance is just
as necessary as insisting upon faith, but
in many circles today this balance is
forgotten. It is simply not enough to
teach justification by faith; we must
also emphasise regeneration, remorse
for sin, repentance, and holiness.
I recall that in the 1950s A.W. Tozer, a
holiness preacher, used to warn the

Women’s and Children’s Ministry Worker Position
(part-time)
St Stephen’s Presbyterian is a reformed and evangelical church in
Surrey Hills, Melbourne. We are a church committed to the Gospel of
Christ, to proclaiming it and being rooted and established in it.
Our church is a team ministry with two full-time ministers. As God
continues to grow our congregation, we seek to expand our ministry
team with a paid worker focused on developing and furthering our
women’s and children’s ministry. This new appointment is for a
part-time position and the appointment is initially for 2 years.
For further details contact Rev John Huynh (0413514722)
and for a job description email admin@shp.org.au.
Check us out at www.shp.org.au

6 AP

The pursuit of holiness is not something we
undertake in our own strength or through an
exercise of self-will.
evangelical church against
compromising God’s holiness by turning
the corporate worship of the church
into an occasion for entertainment. It
was all done in the name of attracting
the youth back to the church and
preventing a further slide in church
numbers. But Tozer warned that
anything that compromised God’s
holiness would not arrest church
decline. Today, half a century later,
Thomas Bergler has issued the same
warning in his book, The Juvenilisation
of American Christianity.
“Juvenilisation,” he says, “is the process
by which the religious beliefs, practices,
and developmental characteristics of
adolescents become accepted as
appropriate for adults.” Those at the
forefront of this movement adopted a
number of working principles in their
approach to youth. One of these was
“it’s a sin to bore a kid”. This led some
leaders of this initiative to adopt the
music of contemporary youth culture,
to which they then tried to wed the
idea that a personal relationship with
Jesus would lead to a thrilling and
happy life. No one thought seriously
about where this could lead because it
was done with a laudable end in view.
But as time went on Christian teenagers
began to speak of the Christian life in
terms of falling in love with Jesus and
they often used similar language to
those who had a semi-erotic, emotional
fascination with a teen pop idol.
Although this was done with the goal
of appealing to the young, the result
was that youth and adults have
embraced immature versions of the
faith, many of which have little or no
stress on biblical holiness.

not only proclaims that the Spirit of
holiness lives in us, but that He who
brought Christ back to life through the
Spirit will also enliven and empower us
too (Rom. 8:10, 11). Thus the pursuit
of holiness is not something we
undertake in our own strength or through
an exercise of self-will; it is done with
the help and power of the Spirit.
This is something that John Wesley
discovered at the time of his conversion
at Aldersgate in 1738. Up until then he
had almost despaired of living the
Christian life. But on the night of May
24 he heard a sermon that described
the change that God works in our
hearts through faith in Christ and his
heart was strangely warmed.
Immediately he knew he was forgiven,
that Christ had taken away his sins and
saved him from the law of sin and
death. It was the Spirit of holiness who
strengthened him with power in his
inner being. This is a reminder that He
will do the same for us. When we
struggle to be holy it is with all God’s
energy that so powerfully works in us
(Col 1:29).
Second, God gives us great and
precious promises in the gospel, which
when we believe them, will allow us to
share in the divine nature and escape
the corruption in the world (2 Peter
1:4). Thus we need to discover these
promises, learn them and then meditate
on them. If we do so and rely on the
Spirit’s help, then the Lord will change
us into His holy likeness.

How does the gospel promote our
holiness?
First, the gospel encourages us to be
holy by reminding us that what might
seem like an impossible task is
achievable through the ministry and
power of the Holy Spirit. The gospel
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Wholly holy
Sanctification is, our blessed freedom and duty

Jared Hood

I

searched for “sanctification” in my
Bible program. Not one hit came
back. Excellent, I thought. I am let
off the hook. I’ve got my ticket to
heaven, and now I can live however I
want.
Do we think that the gospel is only
justification and forgiveness? We gladly
sing about Christ and His Cross. That
good news saves, and we like seeing
people added to the Church. However,
sanctification is not such good news.
We picture dowdy, Puritanical types
preaching what not to do. It puts
people off church. We might not sing
so loudly about holiness.
What is sanctification? Is it a gospel
issue? Is it even important? Let’s clear
up some misconceptions first.

Misconception 1: Sanctification is the
“do nots”. Don’t drink. Don’t steal.
Christianity is all stop signs. Clearly,
there are things that Christians should
not do e.g. “Do not sit in the seat of
the scornful” (Ps 1:1). However, is there
nothing higher than “do not”? Are
there any green lights?
Misconception 2: Sanctification is
ministry, or doing things. Instead of
“do nots”, we become “do nuts”. Some
cultures are intellectual (the ancient
Greeks). Others are about character and
morality (Victorian Britain). Our

culture is pragmatic, and wants to get
things done (like the ancient Romans).
As long as I am plugged into my
church’s programs, then my heart
condition and how I treat people do
not matter. Some will say to Jesus, “Did
we not prophesy in your name?”, and
He will say to them, “Depart from me,
I never knew you” (Matt 7:22–23).
Misconception 3: Sanctification is a
feeling. It is about me feeling pious and
holy—like a Buddhist monk. People
who feel holy just have a bad memory.
They do not see themselves properly.
“The heart is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked; who can know
it?” (Jer. 17:9). The “feeling” of holiness
should be the feeling of smallness.
Misconception 4: Sanctification is an
optional extra. Salvation is what God
does—Christ saved me by His Cross—
and it doesn’t matter how I live. This
would be a tragic mistake. God cares
about how you live your life. He struck
Ananias and Sapphira dead because
they lied to Peter (Acts 5). The
Corinthians thought “everything is
permissible”, but some died, because
they misbehaved at the Lord’s Supper
(1 Cor. 11:30). “Without holiness, noone will see the Lord” (Heb 12:14).
Your God insists on your co-operation in
the sanctification programme.
We could continue countering

Sanctification is a catch-all for everything
Scripture says about separation from sin and
devotion to God. It is everywhere in the
Bible, from cover to cover.

misconceptions, but what is
sanctification? My Bible program didn’t
have sanctification. However, it has
“sanctify”, “sanctified”, “sanctifying”.
Most translations use “sanctification”,
too. It’s from a Latin word meaning
holiness. As a theological term, it is a
catch-all for everything Scripture says
about separation from sin and devotion
to God. Sanctification is everywhere in
the Bible, from cover to cover.
Concept 1: Sanctification is loving
God—loving His being, tri-unity, will
and works. This love produces actions,
but is seated inwardly; it is real love.
Sanctification is holiness, holiness in
the Bible is otherness, and there is
nothing more “other” than being
caught up into and enraptured with
God. The key verse of the Old
Testament is “love the Lord your God”
(Deut. 6:4).
Concept 2: Sanctification is calmness in
life. I am caught up with God, so I rest
calmly and securely in His being, triunity, will and works. I am satisfied
with who He is, His plan for my life,
and His salvation. I am not alarmed by
this world’s events. God Himself rests
happily in His own being, triune
relationships, will and works (He is
“impassible”). He isn’t overwhelmed by
events. He is the “blessed/happy and
only Potentate” (1 Tim. 6:15). I share
in His contentment. I enter His rest.
Mind you, I still weep, as Jesus wept;
yet, paradoxically, “Fear not” (Isa 41:10).
Concept 3: Sanctification is repentance.
John Calvin explained this clearly.
Repentance is not confessing sin, but is
a change of mind with regard to sin and
WINTER 2 01 5 7

The Reformers and their successors loved
God’s moral law. They believed that the law
gives legs to love.

righteousness. The whole of
sanctification—the whole Christian
life—is the ongoing battle to choose
which way you will go. Will you tear
down the old structures of sin, and
build new structures of righteousness
(Eph. 4:20–24; Col 3:9–10)? Get a
new mind on the matter.
Concept 4: Sanctification is lawkeeping. Christians have a love-hate
relationship with the law. Some love it;
others hate it. The Reformers and their
successors loved God’s law (the moral
law, the Ten Commandments; not the
defunct, ceremonial law). They believed
that the law gives legs to love.
Somewhere in the 19th and 20th
centuries, our affection for law soured.
Nowadays, a Christian can hardly say
“law” without causing a storm on
Facebook. “Legalism” is the cry.
Law-keeping is a part of biblical
sanctification. God’s people in both
Testaments kept the law. “How I love
your law” (Ps 119:93). “He who looks
into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it…this one will be
blessed” (James 1:25). “Fulfil the law of
Christ” (Gal. 6:2). Discipleship is about
law-keeping: “the coastlands shall wait
for His law”; “teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded” (Is. 42:4;
Matt 28:20).
We are not to fear law-keeping, because
we are justified in Christ. He is our
righteousness. If we get that into our
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heads, then we will get what lawkeeping is about. It is not about merit
or earning a spot in heaven. It is about
adopted children pleasing our Father.
Those in union with Christ, live like
Christ and for Christ.
It is “law”, though. It is not an optional
extra. These are clearly-revealed
commands, and it is God’s pleasure and
to our benefit that we obey. God has
standards; He is the great King who
rules and commands, a consuming fire,
a God who is not mocked (Rom. 6:17;
Ps 47:2; Deut. 4:24; Heb. 12:29; Gal
6:7).
Concept 5: Sanctification is about
character and conduct—about who you
are and how you treat people. It is
about “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22).
Mission follows, since the law says,
“love your neighbour” (Lev 19:18).
Much more could be said about
sanctification. Scripture describes
sanctification in a myriad of ways: the
armour of God; white robes; covenant
living; prayerfulness; wisdom; worship;
service; Christlikeness. Still, one more
concept will suffice.
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Concept 6: Sanctification is being
filled with the Spirit and His Word
(leaving the best point for last). It is
God’s work in your soul. We persevere,
but He preserves. “The Lord your
God will circumcise your heart”
(Deut. 30:6). It is Christ’s resurrection
life within us.
This giving of the Spirit is part of the
salvation purchased for you by Christ
at the Cross (Eph. 1:14; 2:8–10). It is
Gospel—good news! It is as
astonishing as justification—and as
costly. The Cross of Christ brings the
double cure, freeing from sin’s guilt
and power.
Thus, allow the Spirit of Christ free
rein in your life. “Count it all joy”
when He sets you on a challenging or
even distressing path (James 1:2).
Embrace the whole gospel,
justification and sanctification
included. Sing about what Christ has
done for you, and what He continues
to do in you. Take Him as Saviour and
Lord. Until the day of our glorification
in the next life, our song is Psalm 51:
“Blot out my transgressions” and
“Create in me a clean heart, O God”.
Jared Hood lectures at the Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne.
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Inexpressible
joy
Scripture is clear that the departed
soul goes straight to God.
Jim Greenbury

O

ur attention is often directed
to death by losses among
family and friends, and by
newspaper or television reports. As a
result, death has become a part of
everyday life. One important question
that all Christians would have asked at
some time is “what happens to me after
I die?”

In the Gospels, our Lord assumed as a
fact that the soul lives on after death,
separate from the body. In the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus, he
informs us that when Lazarus died
angels carried his spirit into Abraham’s
presence. Lazarus experienced a
personal, conscious existence after
death (Luke 16:19-31).

Different answers have been offered.
The atheist, of course, believes that
there is no form of existence beyond
the grave. Some believe that the spirit is
transported to a kind of middle state
for purification from sin. Others teach
a state of future happiness, but a “soul
sleep”, without any consciousness,
between death and the final
resurrection.

Again, Christ makes a distinction
between the soul and the body in
Matthew 10:28. Though persecutors
may kill the body they cannot harm the
soul. If the soul did not continue its
essential existence after death, people
would be able to kill both body and soul,
but since they can only kill the body, the
soul clearly remains alive after death.

However, the Scriptures present an
entirely different picture. Let us
consider some of the relevant
statements.

Moses died, whereas Elijah was
transported directly to heaven. Yet both
appeared with Christ on the mount of
transfiguration, indicating that both are
in glory (Matt. 17:1-6).

To begin with, the whole teaching of
the Bible concerning angels is that they
are pure spirits without bodies. This
reveals that the existence of the spirit or
soul apart from the body is entirely
possible.

As he was dying on the cross, our Lord
gave this undertaking to the penitent
thief: “Today you will be with me in
Paradise” (Luke 23:43). In 2
Corinthians 12:2-4, the apostle Paul
equates Paradise with heaven. That first

In the Gospels, our Lord assumed as a fact
that the soul lives on after death, separate
from the body.

Good Friday saw the souls of both the
thief and the Saviour depart for heaven.
Thus, our Lord gave his most explicit
assurance of the continued existence of
the soul after death.
In the book of Acts, the first martyr
Stephen, as he was dying, called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (Acts
7:59). He expected to be with Christ in
heaven immediately upon death.
Paul’s supreme longing was to “depart
and be with Christ, which is better by
far” (Phil. 1:23). Is it likely that Paul
would choose to forego the active life of
an apostle, which so blessed other
people and brought glory to God, if he
was to undergo an inactive soul sleep
until the return of Christ? No, the
apostle takes it for granted that as soon
as he departed this body he would be
ushered into the presence of the Lord.
In this life, the apostle Paul enjoyed a
close relationship with Christ – “for
me, to live is Christ,” he insisted (Phil.
1:21). Such communion was precious,
but it had its limitations. “As long as we
are at home in the body,” he laments,
“we are away from the Lord” (2 Cor.
5:6). The body’s presence hinders the
full freedom of communion with
Christ, which was his supreme desire.
For that reason, he “would prefer to be
away from the body and at home with
the Lord” (2Cor. 5:8). It is difficult to
imagine the apostle expressing more
WINTER 2 01 5 9

clearly the immediate transition of the
believer upon death into Christ’s
presence.
The apostle John, in the book of
Revelation, saw and heard the souls of
the martyrs (Rev. 6:9-11). This
confirms that, after death, the soul can
exist independently, be recognized and
communicate.
It is commonly said that death
introduces believers to two things:
freedom from all evil and the fruition
of all good. The evil from which they
are released includes the evil of sorrow
and the evil of sin. As to the first of
these, all causes of sorrow and grief will
be removed – there will be no more
hard work, sickness, pain, hardship,
adversity, poverty, disappointments or
persecution.
The other evil death frees believers
from is sin, the evil of evils. They are
delivered from actual sins, as well as
from the influence of the world, the
flesh and the devil, and from the
condemnation due to sin.
Furthermore, death introduces
Christians to a state which involves the
fruition of all good. In heaven, they will
associate with an innumerable company
of angels and with the spirits of
righteous people made perfect (Heb.
12:22-23). Communion will be

There, joy will be so great that none greater
is possible; it will constantly be fresh and
new and the assurance that it will never end
will heighten the joy.
restored with believing relations and
friends, whom they dearly loved here
and whose loss they greatly lamented.
However, there is something that will
transcend all else. In this world no
human being can see God and live (Ex.
33:20). But what cannot be here will be
hereafter. Whereas now we “see in a
glass darkly,” there we will see him “face
to face” (1 Cor. 13:12). This enjoyment
of God in heaven has been called the
Beatific Vision.
It is of little point to ask how our spirits
will see when they lack physical eyes.
The angels are pure spirits and they see.
There seems little doubt that, as
Jonathan Edwards proposes, saints will
be admitted to another manner of
perceiving God than we can now
imagine. What we do know is that this
vision will not disappoint. It will
surprise and exceed the expectations of
every Christian.
The vision of God includes an
intellectual sight. Here our knowledge
of Him is imperfect, but there we will
“know as we are known” (1 Cor. 13:12).

Fire on the Mountain:
a biblical worldview teaching weekend,
invites you to join us for our 20th annual conference, 24-26 July.
Speakers: Dr Douglas J. Green, originally from Sydney, has been Professor of
Old Testament and Biblical Theology at Westminster Theological
Seminary since 1992. (PhD, Yale University). Doug will be speaking
on “The One True Human: Old Testament Perspectives on the Humanity of Jesus.”
Dr Ed Welch serves on the faculty of the Christian Counselling and Educational
Foundation, Philadelphia, and lectures in practical theology at WTS. Ed is the author of
numerous books and articles on Biblical counselling. His professional expertise lies in the areas of addiction
and depression. Ed holds an MDiv from Biblical Theological Seminary and a PhD in Counselling Psychology
with a Neuro-psychology specialty. Ed will be speaking on A Little Lower Than the Angels: Being Human.
Fire on the Mountain is held on Tamborine Mountain in the beautiful Gold Coast hinterland. Catered meals, accommodation
at Camp Tamborine, good fellowship and excellent biblical teaching are all part of the weekend. Come join us!

For further info and registration email us: kdale7@bigpond.com,
rickncharissa@gmail.com, tonychriswilson@bigpond.com or visit our website:
www.fireonthemountain.org.au
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To know God as a personal being is the
most excellent and noble kind of
knowledge. That is why the Lord Jesus
defined eternal life as knowing God
and knowing Himself (John 17:3).
Eternal life not only consists in endless
duration, but is the highest form of life.
Our sight and knowledge of God will
increase the ardour of devotion. God’s
perfections of wisdom, love, mercy,
grace, goodness, and holiness (Ex.
34:6), stamp His character with infinite
moral excellence. His holy character,
which furnishes His personality with
infinite beauty, will allure us and
perfectly endear Him to us.
God’s love, also, will engage our
attention. To see fully that such a
glorious being loves us individually and
infinitely will be transporting. Our
clearer sight of what He has done for us
in Christ will inflame our love (1 John
4:19), and will be the source of endless
praise to the Saviour (Rev. 5:6-14). Our
capacities will be greatly increased so
that our love, which now is fragile and
fleeting, will then be both intense and
all-consuming.
As God will be the object of unlimited
love, so He will be the source of endless
delight. If faith and love here for Christ
produces a “an inexpressible and
glorious joy” (1 Pet. 1:8) in this life,
what will be the effect of the unveiled
sight and uninterrupted communion?
There, joy will be so great that none
greater is possible; it will constantly be
fresh and new and the assurance that it
will never end will heighten the joy.
Therefore, when believers pass from
this world, there is a continuation of
their personal identities, and they live
in an ongoing conscious state in
heaven. It is the beginning of
something utterly remarkable: a happy
existence that is worthy of the name.
Jim Greenbury attends the Presbyterian
Church at Annerley, Qld.
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Well ruled
Who shall lead, teach and pastor
the Church? Scripture is clear.
Stephen Moore

M

any Christians assume that
the Bible does not prescribe
a pattern of church
structure. It’s a common assumption in
a world that values the efficiency,
productivity and hierarchy found in
successful corporations. But Scripture
does in fact prescribe a particular
church structure which is God’s good
design for His church, clarifying who
are the leaders we should submit to,
and what we should expect from them.
There are several reasons why New
Testament patterns of church structure
are prescriptive to all Christian
churches. First, as Christians we affirm
that “all Scripture is breathed out by
God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training
in righteousness, that the person of
God may be complete, equipped for
every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
The Apostles’ teaching on church
structure sets a binding precedent – just
as with every other point of doctrine.

Second, Paul’s letters to Timothy and
Titus give general patterns for all
churches. Yes, Paul, moved by the Holy
Spirit, is writing to a particular
situation – just as all parts of Scripture
are written by a specific author to a
specific audience. Yet Paul clearly had
in mind an audience broader than the
Ephesian church. Paul’s encouragement
to prayer is universal (“all people”,
1 Tim. 2:1) just as he encourages “men

everywhere” to pray in intercession (1
Tim. 2:8). He also makes clear that his
instructions in chapters 2 and 3 are not
confined to the Ephesian situation but
are universal instructions on “how
people ought to conduct themselves in
God’s household” (1 Tim. 3:15).
Third, and contrary to some
arguments, there is a clear and
consistent pattern of church structure
in the New Testament. Yes, it does
involve careful synthesis of various
textual data, but it’s a discernible
pattern nonetheless. So let’s spend some
time putting the key passages together.
What is the difference between overseers,
elders and pastors? Those who govern
local churches are called by a variety of
names in Scripture: leaders, elders,
overseers, and pastors. Paul also speaks
simply of “those who are over you”.
While there might be disagreement
among scholars on whether the New
Testament patterns are prescriptive,
most scholars today agree that when
Scripture writers speak of “elders,”
“overseers,” and “pastor-teachers” they
are speaking of the same office. The
most common appeal is made to Acts
20, where the synonymity is
undeniable. Paul summoned the elders
of the church in Ephesus to give a final
speech to them: “Now from Miletus he
sent to Ephesus and called the elders
[presbuteros] of the church to come to
him. And when they came to him, he

‘Elder’ stresses godly wisdom and maturity,
‘overseer’ points to oversight and rule, and
‘pastor-teacher’ points to feeding and
tending the flock.

said to them … ‘Keep watch over
yourselves and all the flock of which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers
[episkopos], pastoring [poimein] the
church of God, which He bought with
his own blood’.”
As can be seen, Paul tells the “elders”
that the Holy Spirit has made them
“overseers,” and that their job is to
“pastor” the flock of God among them.
So it’s clear in Acts 20 that the terms
elder, overseer and pastor are different
designations for those who occupy the
same office. Elder and overseer are also
used synonymously in Titus 1 and 1
Peter 5.
Likewise, the “pastor-teachers” of
Ephesians 4:11 are the same group of
leaders. The same shepherd imagery is
used to describe their functions, and
the designation “teacher” corresponds
with the command for the elderoverseers to teach (1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9).
When the Scripture writers speak of
“elders”, “overseers” (traditionally
“bishops”) and “pastors” they are using
functional words to describe the same
office. “Elder” stresses godly wisdom
and maturity, “overseer” points to
oversight and rule, and “pastor-teacher”
points to feeding and tending the flock.
The first question that arises for
reformed churches is the legitimacy of
distinguishing between “teaching
elders” and “ruling elders.” The only
passage that might suggest a distinction
is 1 Timothy 5:17. Paul writes, “Let the
elders who rule well be considered
worthy of double honour [i.e. paid],
especially those who labour in
preaching and teaching.” The first clear
observation is that those who labour in
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preaching and teaching are plural. A
second observation is that these paid
elders are those who are labouring;
working hard at it. It’s not a distinction
of office, but a distinction of function
within the one office. It most likely
refers to those who spend more time
preaching and teaching.
What about deacons? The noun diakonos
is usually translated “servant”, “minister”
or transliterated “deacon”, and it refers
to a servant in relationship to their
activity. In its narrowest and most
common use in the first century, the
verb diakoneo meant “to wait at a table”.
Deacons are one of the two groups
distinguished from within the whole
congregation in verse 1 of Paul’s letter
to the Philippians, so by the time Paul
was writing, the office of deacon was
established. What we also know about
deacons from 1 Timothy 3:8–13 is that
their qualifications are almost identical
to that of elders. Both are heavily based
upon godly character; the difference is
one of function. Perhaps the most
noticeable distinction between overseer
and deacons is that deacons do not
need to be “able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2).
Deacons are called to “hold” to the
faith with a clear conscience, but they
are not called officially to “teach” that
faith (1 Tim. 3:9). Like overseers,

Deacons’ qualifications are almost
identical to elders’. Both are heavily
based upon godly character; the
difference is one of function.
deacons must manage their house and
children well (1 Tim. 3:4, 12). But
when referring to deacons, Paul omits
the section where he compares
managing one’s household to taking
care of God’s church (1 Tim. 3:5). The
reason for this omission is most likely
due to the fact that deacons are not
given a ruling position in the church—
that function belongs to the overseers.
There is also good reason to think that
deacons can be both male and female.
The grammar of 1 Timothy 3:11 could
be speaking of women deacons (hence
the NIV footnote “deaconess”). It also
seems most probable, given Paul’s later
reference to Phoebe, a deacon of the
church (Romans 16:1), as well what
would go on to be practiced by the
early church.
Deacons are essentially ministers who
do whatever is necessary to allow the
overseers to accomplish their Godgiven task of shepherding and teaching
the church. Just as the Apostles
delegated administrative responsibilities

to the Seven (Acts 6:1-6), so the
overseers are to delegate certain
responsibilities to the deacons. Whereas
Scripture charges overseers with the
task of teaching and leading the church,
the deacons’ role is more serviceoriented. That is, they are to care for
the physical or temporal concerns of
the church. By handling such matters,
deacons free up the overseers to focus
on shepherding the spiritual needs of
the congregation.
My prayer is that, until our Senior
Pastor Jesus return, all Christians will
be able to read their Bible, and then
walk into their local church and see
clearly who are the overseers and
deacons, what they should expect from
these leaders, and what’s also expected
from themselves as members. Each
congregation is to be governed and
taught by a team of overseers, and served
by a team of deacons. This is the
Apostolic model for the Christian church.
Stephen Moore is the new pastor at
Cowra Presbyterian Church, NSW.

Pre-paying your funeral
doesn’t have to be complicated.
Let us help you to see the costs,
plain and simple:
If you are 65 and you live for another 20
years, Funeral Insurance could cost
over $41,000.
On the other hand, setting up a Pre-Paid
Funeral with Bethel Funerals could cost
around $6,000.
Call Bethel today to discover how easy it is
to set up a sensible and secure Pre-Paid
Funeral Plan.

24Hr 7 Day Service
Mitcham
Carrum Down
Springwood

03 9873 8866
03 8787 7255
07 3219 9333

www.bethelfunerals.com.au
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World news
Pilate trial site found?
Archaeologists believe they may have
discovered the place where Jesus’ trial
before Pontius Pilate took place in
Jerusalem.

as well as a description in Mark 15:16,
which describe Jesus as being led away
inside the palace.
Washington Post

Growth upsets Adventists

In an effort to expand the Tower of
David Museum, archaeologists began
excavating an adjacent, abandoned
prison building. As they stripped away
layers of the prison floor, they realised
they were likely uncovering a missing
link in the puzzle of the Holy Land’s
history.

One of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church’s most famous sons, retired
neurosurgeon Ben Carson, is seeking
evangelical support for a likely 2016
presidential bid. But the global leader
of his church worries that the thriving
denomination is becoming too
mainstream.

Although the discovery began over a
decade ago, the site is just now being
opened to the public for the millions of
religious pilgrims who flock to the area
every year.

In 2014, for the 10th year in a row,
more than one million people became
Adventists, hitting a record 18.1
million members, according to the
church. Adventism is now the fifthlargest Christian communion
worldwide, after Catholicism, Eastern
Orthodoxy, Anglicanism, and the
Assemblies of God.

Scholars and theologians cannot say
with certainty whether this site is where
the trial took place, but it fits a detail in
the Gospel of John which describe the
trial as taking place on the Pavement,
or in Hebrew, Gab’batha (John 19:13),

But even as Adventist schools and
hospitals spread, president Ted N. C.
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Wilson is concerned about assimilation.
“Don’t be tempted by the Devil to
blend in with the crowd or be
‘politically correct’, “ Wilson said
during his annual sermon. “Don’t
proclaim a ‘generic’ Christianity …
which does not point to the distinctive
biblical truths to be declared
worldwide” by Adventists (who regard
themselves as God’s faithful remnant).
Christianity Today

300 clergy persecuted
At least five Christians, including an
11-year-old child, were killed and
around 7,000 people experienced
persecution during 2014, according to
a new report that tracks persecution
against Christians in India.
The Christian Persecution Report by the
Mumbai-based Catholic Secular Forum
(CSF), states that about 300 clergymen
and Christian leaders were targeted in
incidents of violence around the
country last year. The report’s authors

XPSLTXFMMJOBUFBNBOESFMBUFTFBTJMZUP
QFPQMFPGEJWFSTFDVMUVSBMCBDLHSPVOET
ɥFEFTJSFEDBOEJEBUFXJMMCFBNJOJTUFS
JOGVMMTUBOEJOHXJUIUIF1SFTCZUFSJBO
$IVSDIPG"VTUSBMJBPSCFQSFQBSFEUPCF
SFDFJWFEBTTVDIBNJOJTUFS
"QQMJDBUJPOTGPSUIFQPTJUJPOTIPVMECF
NBEFCZTU+VMZ BOEBEESFTTFE
UPɥF1SJODJQBM BTCFMPX
0LEASE ADDRESS THE REQUIREMENTS AS SET
DOWN IN THE *OB $ESCRIPTION AND 4ERMS
AND #ONDITIONS OUTLINED ON THE COLLEGE
WEBSITE n WWWPTCVICEDUAU
1MFBTFTFOEUP
&NBJM INFO PTCVICEDUAU
1PTU 04# 6ICTORIA
 %LGAR 2D "OX (ILL .ORTH
6ICTORIA 

WINTER 2015 13

are critical of what they see as a swing
toward conservatism and
fundamentalism in India.

clearly it has not been the church but
Malaysia that has been on trial before a
watching world.”

“Some right-wing forces have become
active since the pro-Hindu Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP) took over the reins
of the country,” said Joseph Dias, CSF’s
general secretary.

Borneo Post

UCA

‘Allah’ only for Muslims
The Malaysian Federal Court has
upheld the prohibition of Christians
using “Allah” to refer to God in a move
that will be difficult for the nation’s
indigenous communities, who have
always used that name, according to the
Anglican Archbishop of South-East Asia.
Archbishop Datuk Bolly said: “The
word ‘Allah’ has become embedded in
the languages and cultures of the nonMuslim natives of West Malaysia,
Sarawak and Sabah.”
He said the court’s decision defied
logic, and that “political expediency has
prevailed over common sense, over
what is universally right. In this case,

India ‘to protect freedom’
Indian Prime Minster Narendra Modi
has told Christians that his government
will ensure religious freedom, amid
increasing criticism that his
administration is apathetic toward
recent anti-Christian attacks across the
country.
“We cannot accept violence against any
religion on any pretext, and I strongly
condemn such violence. My
government will act strongly in this
regard,” Modi told some 1200
Christians at a national seminar.
However, Modi did not specifically
mention attacks on Christian churches
and institutions, which Christian
leaders say have increased since his
right-wing Hindu Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) swept to power last May.
Christian clergy say that thousands of
their parishioners have faced threats in

recent months from hardline groups
agitating to make India a Hindu-only
nation. Hindu groups have also
intensified their campaign to forcefully
re-convert Christians and Muslims to
Hinduism, they say.
UCA

Heaven testimonies
halted
LifeWay Christian Resources has
stopped selling all “experiential
testimonies about heaven” following
consideration of a 2014 Southern
Baptist Convention resolution on “the
sufficiency of Scripture regarding the
afterlife”.
LifeWay told Baptist Press about its
decision to halt sales of heaven
visitation resources on March 24 in
answer to an inquiry about the book 90
Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper, which
is being made into a movie. The book
recounts Piper’s supposed experience of
heaven following a severe car accident,
and has sold 6.5 million copies in 46
languages.
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The Baptist resolution warned
Christians not to allow “the numerous
books and movies purporting to explain
or describe the afterlife experience to
become their source and basis for an
understanding of the afterlife”.
The resolution did not list specific
book or movie titles, but it seemed to
describe works like 90 Minutes in
Heaven, The Boy Who Came Back from
Heaven by Kevin and Alex Malarkey,
and Heaven Is for Real by Todd Burpo.
Christianity Today

Arab spring hits
Christians
The so-called “Arab Spring” has
impacted negatively on Christians in
the Middle East who face extortion,
forced conversion or death, the United
Nations Security Council in New York
has been told.
The Patriarch of Chaldean Catholic
Church in Iraq and the world, His
Holiness Louis Sako testified in late
March that conditions have
deteriorated for all religious minorities

and that Islamist extremists do not
tolerate other faiths.
He also said the terrorism against
Christians and other minorities should
not be used to draw generalisations
about all Muslims. “In fact, there is a
silent and peaceful majority of Muslims
that reject such politicisation of the
religion,” he told the council.
Without help, the plight of minorities
in the Middle East will become more
dangerous and there will be escalating
violence, he warned. “Millions of
children and young people are deprived
of schools and education. Millions of
refugees are being in camps without

Read and download
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ap.org.au Click the
Past Issues button
and enjoy!

care and attention. The growing
frustration, unemployment and poverty
could easily develop an atmosphere of
revenge and extremism.”
Christian Today

Florist falls foul of law
An American florist may lose her home,
business and savings after a judge ruled
against her failure to fill an order for a
same-sex ceremony.
Baronelle Stutzman of Arlene’s Flowers
in Richland, Washington, was sued in
March 2012 by State Attorney General
Bob Ferguson for not accepting the
order even though she referred the
customer to other florists who could.
The Alliance Defending Freedom legal
organisation said: “The message of
these rulings is unmistakable: the
government will bring about your
personal and professional ruin if you
don’t help celebrate same-sex marriage.”
Senior Counsel Kristen Waggoner said.
“Laws that are supposed to prohibit
discrimination might sound good, but
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the government has begun to use these
laws to hurt people—to force them to
conform, and to silence and punish
them if they don’t violate their religious
beliefs on marriage.”
Christian News

Threat to Christian
journalists
A militant group in Pakistan’s restive
Baluchistan province has threatened a
press club with “action” unless it expels

its Christian journalists, club
authorities said.
Fidayan-e-Islam, a little-known militant
group, sent a letter to the Quetta Press
Club, accusing Christian journalists of
preaching Christianity through an
unnamed TV channel.
“You call yourself faithful Muslims,
while under your watch Christian
journalists are working against Islam,”
said the letter.

The letter named four Christian
photojournalists who are members of
the press club and say they have never
attempted to preach Christianity in
their work.
UCA

Bombs kill 14
Bombs outside two churches in the
Pakistani city of Lahore killed 14
people and wounded nearly 80 during
Sunday services, and witnesses said
quick action by a security guard
prevented many more deaths. A
Pakistani Taliban splinter group
claimed responsibility.
The blasts went off minutes apart in a
majority Christian suburb of the
eastern city. Police said it seemed they
targeted two churches, one Catholic
and one Protestant, that are very close
to each other. After the blasts, enraged
residents lynched two suspects, police
said.
Following the blast, enraged residents
lynched two men they suspected of
involvement, a police official said.
Journalist Riaz Ahmed said he had seen
the two burnt bodies at an intersection.
Reuters

Anglicans join coalition

U N D E R S TA N D
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and at www.thegoodbook.com.au

Calvinist-inclined Baptists and
Presbyterians who attended last month’s
national conference of the Gospel
Coalition added a place at the table for
a new constituency: conservative
Anglicans who have broken with the
Episcopal Church.
Joining mainstays like Danny Akin,
Mark Dever, Albert Mohler and Russell
Moore scheduled to speak at the April
13-15 gathering in Orlando, Fla., was
John Yates II, rector of The Falls
Church Anglican in suburban
Washington.
“While the Episcopal Church in the
United States has gradually selfdestructed over the last 40 years, a
decidedly Reformed and evangelical
movement has matured and found
expression in parts of (the newly
formed) Anglican Church in North
America,” Yates said.
Baptist News
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Children
at risk
Why the Safe Schools Coalition
program is unsafe.
David Sandifer

A

program developed by Gay and
Lesbian Health Victoria, at La
Trobe University, is now being
rolled out nationwide, buoyed by $8
million in federal funding. While the
program is being promoted as an antibullying initiative, it is likely to be
ineffective in that guise, and in addition
introduces a covert sexual agenda.
In the first place, the Safe Schools
Coalition program focuses on “samesex attracted, intersex, and gender
diverse young people”. However,
studies have shown that less that 5% of
bullying is related to these conditions.
Indeed, the top three reasons kids are
bullied in schools relate to body image,
marks, and racial background—none of
which are addressed by this program.

The federal government would be well
advised to direct its funding instead to
one of the well-established genuine
anti-bullying resources, such as Ruler or
CASSE.
Second, the program encourages
children who are struggling with
questions about sexual attraction or
gender to self-identify as gay and/or

Finally, and perhaps most concerning,
the Safe Schools Coalition program
sexualises children and encourages
them toward sexual experimentation.
The program encourages children to
graphic discussion of sexual activities,
with no lower age limit. Some of the
resources provided by the program
teach children how to “cover their

Children wrestling with gender confusion
should be helped to negotiate their passage
to adulthood, not have their questions
enshrined into self-fulfilling prophecies.
transgender. Teachers are instructed to
allow children to use opposite-sex
bathrooms, if they are more
comfortable doing so. However, studies
have shown that the majority of
teenagers with same-sex attraction
become opposite-sex attracted as adults.
Likewise gender confusion in children
is common, and does not necessarily
lead to identifying as transgender as
adults.
Furthermore, gender dysphoria is a
serious (and rare) condition, which is
usually associated with other
emotional and psychological
problems. Children wrestling with
gender confusion should be helped to
negotiate their passage to adulthood,
not have their questions enshrined
into self-fulfilling prophecies.

tracks”, so that their parents will not
discover their web browsing histories.
During one presentation in Victoria,
where the program was first introduced,
children were told that if they wanted
to know if they were gay they should
“try it” and see if they liked it.
The Safe Schools Coalition program is
in fact thinly-disguised sexual
propaganda, aiming to further
normalise deviant behaviours, and to
remove any of the natural aversions
children feel toward them. Christian
parents need to make their voices heard
to oppose this noxious program which
aims to undermine the innocence of
our children.
David Sandifer is NSW and ACT
Director of FamilyVoice Australia
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Madeline Turner

Celebrity culture
Help, I need (to be) somebody

J

ohn Lennon caused outrage when
in 1966 he declared that the
Beatles were more popular than
Jesus. Yet almost 50 years later, his
words have proven prescient when we
observe just how much celebrity culture
has overtaken religion. No longer is
church a focal point in our society. For
many, celebrity culture now offers a
sense of belonging, significance and
worship among a community of people
with shared values. Indeed, celebrity
provides one of the biggest sources of
idol worship in the West.
Our society is obsessed with celebrity.
We needn’t look any further than
popular reality TV shows, tabloid
newspapers, celebrity magazines and
websites such as TMZ and PerezHilton,
which have become shrines to the
commodity value of the star.
This demand for celebrity media
coverage not only indicates our
propensity to elevate individuals to
god-like status, but also signals our
obsession to be celebrities. We envy the
glamorous lifestyles of celebrities and
the enormous material, economic and
social rewards associated with being
famous.
It’s not surprising then that reality TV
shows dominate the small screen
worldwide. One of the most alluring

features of this kind of programming is
the platform it provides for instant
celebrity. Talent shows such as The
Voice, X-Factor and Australian Idol have
catapulted ordinary people into
overnight stars. Viewers are enticed by
the aspirational storylines on these
shows, which often show ordinary
people overcoming major obstacles to
fulfill their dreams.
At the other end of the reality TV
spectrum are shows that require no
talent at all. Think Big Brother and The
Bachelor. These programs, along with
social media, are making it more
accessible than ever for ordinary folk to
secure their 15 minutes of fame. Being
a star, it seems, is no longer the stuff of
dreams.
Fundamental to our desire for fame is
our misplaced worship of self. As the
apostle Paul says in Romans 1:18-25,
because of the fall, we have chosen to
worship created things rather than the
Creator. If we’re not worshipping God,
then we’ll worship something or
someone. And that “someone” is usually
ourselves. We crave recognition and
adoration. We are, as Paul David Tripp
puts it, “glory junkies”: we’re addicted
to pursuing, and basking in, our own
glory.
In our celebrity-obsessed culture, the

We crave recognition and adoration. We are
“glory junkies”, addicted to pursuing, and
basking in, our own glory.
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emphasis is no longer about
accomplishing something, but rather,
being somebody. In other words, the
acquisition of fame has become the
affirmation of the self: “I am known,
therefore I am.” And if we embrace a
modern secular worldview that rejects
the biblical concept of eternity, then the
only way to attain immortality is to
immortalise ourselves and our
accomplishments in the here and now.
But as God’s word reminds us, man’s
glory is like the flowers of the fields. It
will soon wither and endure no more
(Psalm 103:15-16; 1 Peter 1:24).
So what should our response be to the
cult of celebrity? Rather than lamenting
our culture’s descent into narcissism
and triviality, we should make every
effort to understand the trend so that
we can offer a genuine alternative. The
sad reality is, however, that many
Christian churches have allowed
celebrity culture to infiltrate the
message and methods by which we
proclaim Christ. Our efforts to expand
the Kingdom and “make Jesus famous”
have often served to elevate people into
celebrity Christians. Jesus never sought
fame or success. He resisted it at every
opportunity. For Jesus, immortality –
having eternal life – was not found in
the idols of fame or success, but in
knowing “the only true God” (John
17:3). And this, more than anything
else, is what Jesus wants for us, too.
Madeleine Turner attends Ashfield
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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A very
present help
They also serve who only stand and wait.
Douglas Milne

L

ast July I was run down by a
speeding police motor-cyclist in
peak hour traffic on a Friday
evening in one of Melbourne’s busiest
roads. I have no recollection of the
accident, only coming back to
consciousness in the emergency ward of
one of our city hospitals hours later
with the family gathered round me.

I was laid aside for a month and am
thankful to say that I had my last
hospital check-up in the New Year,
being almost fully restored with no
permanent injury in spite of three
breakages in my body at the time and
several gashes to head and arm.
The editor of AP has asked me to write
something about my experience by
sharing some of the reflections I had
during the convalescence that could be
of help to other injured or suffering
Christians.
My immediate recollection in the first
days afterwards was of the wonderful
love of Christ in caring for me and
protecting me from death, serious
injury or permanent disability. I felt
that my dear Saviour had shown me
His love in a particularly marked way
that was deeply personal to me, moving
and strengthening. I remember
thinking too, that if He cared for me
like that when I had lost all awareness
and control over my own body and
soul, then death could not be so very
different and I could count on Him to
carry me through that final “accident”
and test.

Another biblical train of thought that
came for me was the agency of angels
whom I did picture retrospectively
watching over my battered and
bloodied body lying in the middle of
the traffic flow when I could so easily
have been run over in the darkness.
Providentially a large truck managed to
stop and block off the traffic coming
behind it, I was told later. The
experience made me more confident in
their very real though unseen ministry
to the heirs of salvation, as Hebrews
puts it (Heb 1:14).

shared the pain of Joan and me at the
time, for your fellowship in the gospel
that was so deeply felt and appreciated.
Lastly, the accident galvanised me into
fulfilling a pledge I had made with
myself many years before that when I
retired I would use some of my extra
time in praying more, and for more
people. I did do that and have
continued this ministry of intercession
since, by praying for people I have
never prayed for before, for Christian
organisations of different kinds, for the
churches of our denomination in

If He cared for me like that when I had lost
all awareness and control over my own
body and soul, then death could not be so
very different.
During my convalescence I received
numerous expressions of Christian love,
concern and promises of prayer support
from friends and colleagues from
everywhere that was quite
overwhelming. So I received first-hand
experience of the love and fellowfeeling that is in the Body of Christ, a
proof of Christ’s own love present and
peeking through the words and actions
of His people united to Him. It also
made me reflect, beginning with
myself, that perhaps too often we fail to
express that brotherly love and mercy to
one another until some tragedy strikes.
But I take this opportunity to thank
any of you reading this piece who

particular but for other churches also,
for our pagan country and
communities, LGBT and Muslim, that
they would be saved, and above all and
persistently for a new work of God’s
Spirit among us and through us all.
The subheading for this personal piece
is taken from John Milton’s poem On
His Blindness, where the author takes
comfort from his unwanted disability
of blindness that prevented him reading
and writing again but not from praising
and trusting God.
Douglas Milne is a former principal of
the Presbyterian Theological College,
Melbourne.
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Our
spiritual
mirror
The law shows us our stains
– and need for grace.
Darren Middleton

A

t one stage some years ago I
was a tickle over 106 kilograms
on a 173-centimetre frame. As
I looked in the mirror, it wasn’t pretty
and it wasn’t all muscle. The truth is, I
had looked in a mirror thousands of
times in my life, but this was the first
time I really saw the enormous physical
gains I had made in my sedentary,
ecclesiastical lifestyle.
And even though I told myself it could
be worse – I could have been the editor
of a journal – I knew it was time to lay
down my chocolate and pick up my
running shoes. In some ways God’s law
is like that, a mirror that reflects the
reality of God’s righteousness and
shows us our sinfulness, and as a
consequence our need of a Saviour.
Now it is true that normally the
Scripture moves from indicative to
imperative. Whereas an indicative states
a fact, the imperative makes a
command. Thus we see a movement
from what God has done in Christ
(indicative), to how we should respond
in repentance, faith and love
(imperative).
However, unlike the Collingwood

Football Club, things are not so black
and white, because it is obvious to
anyone who has read the Bible that the
opposite can also be found in Scripture:
the imperatives of the law are meant to
drive us to the indicatives of the gospel.
As Calvin wrote in the Institutes 2.7.7,
“Thus the Law is a kind of mirror. As
in a mirror we discover any stains upon
our face, so in the Law we behold, first,
our impotence; then, in consequence of
it, our iniquity; and, finally, the curse,
as the consequence of both … to this
effect is the Apostle’s declaration, that
‘by the law is the knowledge of sin’
(Rom. 3:20) … that divesting
themselves of an absurd opinion of
their own virtue … they may take
refuge in His mercy, rely upon it, and
cover themselves up entirely with it;
renouncing all righteousness and merit,
and clinging to mercy alone, as offered
in Christ to all who long and look for it
in true faith.”
That’s Calvin’s way of saying sometimes
the imperatives lead us to the
indicatives through the work of the
Holy Spirit who convicts us that God is
holy and we are not, and in doing so
prepares us for the finished work of

The rich young ruler leaves because he
wants eternal life, but only as an addition
to what he already possesses.
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Jesus the Christ (John 16:8-11).
So it is no surprise that when a rich
young ruler approaches Jesus and seeks
to turn the indicatives into imperatives
(…what must I do to inherit eternal
life?) Jesus holds up the mirror of God’s
law that he might see the perfection of
God and his own sinful condition.
In fact what follows is an avalanche of
law; Jesus holds up commandment
after commandment but the young
man says, “yup, done them all”
(Mk.10:20). And then finally, Jesus
says, “You lack one thing: go, sell all
that you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.”
And at that, the young man is
disheartened and goes away sorrowful.
He doesn’t argue. He doesn’t complain.
He doesn’t seek clarification. He doesn’t
say a word. He doesn’t even cry out for
mercy. He just leaves because he wants
eternal life, but only as an addition to
what he already possesses. He loves
earth, not heaven; the material, not the
spiritual. And it took the law to reveal
that he loves himself, not God. That’s
why imperatives will always have a
place in gospel preaching, because
sometimes through the work of the
Spirit the imperatives of law lead us to
the indicatives of grace.
Darren Middleton is pastor of North
Geelong Presbyterian Church, Vic.

SU BSCRIB E FOR YOUR O WN FREE COPY AT AP. OR G. AU

Books
Courage in a Hostile
World: The Story of
FamilyVoice Australia
David Phillips
FamilyVoice
Australia,
2014.
Peter Barnes
The story of
Festival of
Light – which
became
FamilyVoice Australia
in 2008 – is one that attracts the
disdain of many, but this much-needed
account does much to show why such
an organisation is needed in Australia,
and throughout the Western world.
Dr David Phillips is in the best position
to write its history, and he has done so
in a most compelling way. The result is
an invaluable contribution to the social
history of Australia in the last 40 years.
The major issues are dealt with: sexual
ethics, marriage, abortion, homosexuality,
pornography, constitutional rights,
feminism, discrimination, and
prostitution. FamilyVoice’s response is
not a dose of nostalgic moralism, but a
clear-headed defence of issues of family,
faith, and freedom.
It is most disturbing that two South
Australian senior detectives were sent
by the Premier’s Office, under Don
Dunstan, to the home of David and
Ros Phillips because the printer had left
his name off a leaflet which showed
that libertine pornography laws have
the effect of increasing the number of
rapes. There also seems to be reason to
believe that a government agent may
have infiltrated the Festival of Light in
South Australia. Depravity and
coercion have a way of working
together.
In recent times FamilyVoice has sought
not to be identified with any one
political party. Instead, it has produced

high quality resource papers which
governments – and Christians – ignore
to their peril. In the end, as Stuart
Robinson points out, “nothing may
defeat us more than our own silence”.
We can be grateful to God that such an
organisation has been raised up, and
grieve that it has become necessary.
Peter Barnes is books editor and editor
of AP

China’s
Reforming
Churches
Bruce P.
Baugus

Guy Waters, Michael M., Bruce Bagus
and Brent Fulton, with the whole
collection representing an exciting
expression of confessional Presbyterian
interest in world mission albeit in terms
that many fellow evangelicals would
not consider of much importance.
There is much to learn from China’s
Reforming Churches, not only for China
but by inference, wherever Christ’s
people are found.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots’
Kirk, Fremantle.

The Way to True
Happiness
Ralph Venning

Reformation
Heritage
Press, 2014

Banner of
Truth, 2013.

Stuart Bonnington

Peter Barnes

One of the defining movements of
Christianity in the 21st century will be
the growing influence of the Chinese
Church. The numbers are already
astonishing, with more Christians
marking Christmas in China last year
than in the whole of “Christian”
Western Europe!

This is part of a
series called
Pocket Puritans,
and dates from
a sermon that
Venning
preached in 1655. Its opening
sentence is perceptive indeed: “Though
there is nothing more natural to man,
than to seek after happiness, yet there is
nothing that the nature of man is less
able to find out than what will bring
him happiness.” Venning’s text is
Matthew 7:21-23, and he expounds it
with much boldness and vigour. He
warns against “court holy-water”, where
the profession of faith and the practice
of godliness are radically separated.
Faith means the whole person embraces
the whole Christ.

As the Chinese Church emerges more
fully from the period of persecution
that prevailed for most of the second
half of the 20th century, questions of
the stability, consolidation and further
development of the great movement of
God will emerge and have to be faced.
It is very pleasing to learn of the growth
of the Reformed faith in China and it is
therefore only a matter of time before
the place and question of church order
comes to the fore. China’s Reforming
Churches will prove helpful in this
regard, as it sets forth the history of
Presbyterianism in the development of
the Chinese Church and then casts a
vision for its future contribution,
including in terms of the distinctive
church order.
Stand out chapters include the ones by

“It is not he that talks about God but
he that walks with God that is the
Christian.” To make Christ a packhorse, says Venning, is to lay your sins
upon His shoulders but at the same
time to keep them in your heart. The
Puritans knew how to preach with
application, and Venning’s sermon is no
exception.
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A Day’s March Nearer
Home
Autobiography of J. Graham Miller
Iain Murray (ed)
Banner of Truth,
2010
Peter Barnes
At his death in 2008,
Dr Graham Miller left
an autobiography,
whose title is taken
from a well-known
hymn of James
Montgomery. Iain Murray has engaged
in a labour of love to edit this book,
and to publish it for future generations.
Dr Miller’s life takes in his work in
New Zealand, the New Hebrides (from
1980 called Vanuatu), the Melbourne
Bible Institute, Hurstville in Sydney,
and a very busy retirement. In quite
different fields of operation, Dr Miller
exhibited his very considerable gifts and
graces, and made invaluable
contributions to the cause of Christ.

Not only do we learn much about the
history of this cause, but reading the
book is a spiritual experience in itself.
We are privileged to glean some
insights into his family life,
especially his close and loving
relationship with Flora, his
wife and devoted companion
for 65 years. Perhaps the most
challenging part of the
autobiography concerns the
prayer ministry and the routine
of daily Bible study undertaken
by the Millers in their retirement.
Here are two people who took
very seriously their relationship
with their maker, redeemer, and judge!
Every page is stimulating, and packed
with food for thought. Even when one
hesitates to endorse Dr Miller’s views on a
subject – say, on the King James Version
or on Billy Graham – one can only
acknowledge the grace and capacity for
deep thought that pervaded every waking
hour of Dr Miller’s life. One commends
many books, but this is certainly one to
be most earnestly commended.

Gospel Assurance
& Warnings
Paul Washer
Reformation Heritage Books: 2014
Stuart Bonnington
Gospel Assurance &
Warnings is the
third book in a
series around the
theme of
recovering the
gospel that seeks
to address the
essential elements
of the gospel
which are most
neglected in contemporary Christianity.
The thoughtful Christian is well aware
that something is greatly wrong with
much of the professing Church today.
Expositions of the kind represented by
Gospel Assurance & Warnings are very
welcome indeed, as Paul Washer brings
out the great spiritual danger of false
assurance of salvation.
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“While it is heretical even to entertain
the thought that faith plus works equals
salvation, it is biblical, orthodox, and
historically Christian to
believe and proclaim that
works are the result of
salvation and a test of its
authenticity,” he writes.
Washer starts by presenting an
exposition of 1 John dealing
with the biblical theme of the
assurance of salvation, with his
teaching summarised on
p.152,153. Then follows a very
sobering series of chapters
dealing with warnings from
various places in Scripture, given to
those who profess the faith but do not
produce the fruit of the faith.
Mr Washer has a great gift of clarity,
sincerity and power in his expression of
the problems we face and the answer
the gospel brings. The gentle and loving
tone is highly refreshing and the large
format of the paperback assists active
reading. Gospel Assurance & Warnings is
highly recommended – the preacher
should first read it to see that his heart
is right with God, before presenting the
gospel message to the Lord’s people.

Christ’s Glorious
Achievements
Charles Spurgeon
Banner of Truth,
1877, reprinted
2014.
Peter Barnes
There have been
many who have
been quick to
dismiss Spurgeon
as a lightweight
who languished
behind the times,
and who only achieved ministerial
success through his genial good
humour. That is about as inaccurate as
it gets. This series of seven studies on
Christ is thorough, deep, and
comprehensive.
There is much scholarly debate on what
Paul means by Christ’s being the end of
the law in Romans 10:4, but Spurgeon
combines all views: Christ is the
purpose of the law, its fulfilment, and
its termination.
Spurgeon had a talent for clear and
graphic illustrations such as “If you

could take a hog from the trough and
turn it into an emperor, that would not
be half so great a change as is
accomplished when an unregenerated
sinner becomes a saint”. He was also a
master story teller, as when he recounts
how a Satanist went along to a
Protestant service in Italy because a
priest had said that Protestants
worshipped the devil. Such is the
election of God that it resulted in the
conversion of the Satanist.
Alas, the wrong text is attached to
chapter 6 – it should be 1 Corinthians
15:26, not Romans 10:4. Also, Spurgeon
advances the view that just as the Old
Testament saints were saved by Christ’s
death before it actually took place, so
there was death before Adam’s sin. “This I
can believe and still regard death as the
result of sin,” he writes, with more
ingenuity than conviction perhaps.
Overall, however, these are seven
splendid and heart-warming studies
which can be thoroughly recommended
to all and sundry.
Many of these books are available
at Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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We should study all the
lessons of Scripture’s heroes

H

uman beings are morally
fragile creatures, prone to
every delusion under the sun,
and nowhere is this more obvious than
in the celebrity cults that dominate life
in the modern world, including the
modern church. Back in 1956, Nikita
Khrushchev denounced the cult of
personality associated with Joseph
Stalin. In the West we have our own
cults of personality, usually associated
with sporting heroes and pop and
movie stars.

Nor is the church immune from this
kind of attitude and practice. In fact, it
has never been immune. The church at
Corinth failed to see the full
significance of the cross, and took pride
in Christian preachers. One group
declared “I follow Paul”, while others
proclaimed “I follow Apollos” or “I
follow Cephas”. “I follow Christ” may
be Paul’s own corrective, or it may be
the slogan of what was perhaps the
most pretentious group. In any case,
Paul replies with some vigour: “Is
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name
of Paul?” (see 1 Cor. 1:12-13) People
who profess the Christian faith can
follow faithful leaders in a way that
borders on idolatry.
Yet in the same letter, even in the same
section (1 Cor. 1-4), Paul can write: “I
urge you, then, be imitators of me”
(1 Cor. 4:16). At first, it might appear
to be a contradiction: we are not to
follow Paul, yet in a sense we are to
follow Paul. A little later, he repeats and

expands on this: “Be imitators of me, as
I am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). In the
quaint words of Cotton Mather:
“Examples do strangely charm us into
imitation.”
How can this apostle, who says that
nothing good dwells in him (Rom.
7:18) and that he is the chief of sinners
(1 Tim. 1:15), tell Christians to imitate
him? It seems that Christians need to
distinguish what is an unhealthy
celebrity cult and what is a healthy
following of a suitable model or
example. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once
confessed that he was something of a
hero worshipper. Yet in his Lectures to
My Students, Charles Spurgeon warned
that “Hero-worship is a kind of
idolatry, and must not be encouraged”.
In discussing the gospel claims with
Muslims, it is very common to hear the
Islamic objection that Christian saints
in the Bible are not always saintly. To
the Muslim, all the prophets – all
124,000 of them! – are sinless. Hence
one hears the objection, as I have heard
repeatedly: “Why is the story of Lot in
the Bible? It does not edify.” My reply
is: “Because it is true, and so, when
rightly understood, it instructs.”
This leaves us with the question of how
we are to distinguish between
unhealthy hero worship and a helpful
kind of following good examples.
Scripture provides the lens. It reminds
us that the greatest saints are flawed.
We may be prone to be too censorious,
and then Scripture tells us to take out
the plank in our own eye, and to

the

Hero
worship
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Peter Barnes

imitate those who are more mature
than we are in the faith (Heb. 13:7).
The book of Ecclesiastes is, in many
ways, one long discourse on the results
of Genesis 3. Everything under the sun
is vanity, a vapor, or meaningless. Noah
trusts God, obeys His Word, takes 120
years to build an ark, is ridiculed by
friends and neighbours, and is used to
save the world – then gets drunk. The
same pattern can be found elsewhere,
notably in the book of Judges. Even in
the life of David, the man after God’s
own heart, there is the appalling blot of
adultery, sin denied, murder by proxy,
and deception. How low are we capable
of sinking?
Yet the answer to the world’s sin is not
an overdose of cynicism. Grace does
transform sinners, and we do learn by
example. The Bible teaches by precepts
and by example. There are
commandments, and then there are
accounts of those who keep those
commandments (e.g. David showing
mercy in 1 Samuel 24 and 26) or
flouting those commandments (e.g. the
same David committing adultery in 2
Samuel 11). If one needs any
convincing of the depravity of liberal
theology, read Hannah Tillich’s
memoirs of her husband, Paul Tillich; if
one needs to be uplifted by the beauty
of holiness, read Andrew Bonar’s
memoirs of his friend, Robert Murray
M’Cheyne. None of us needs a false
hero, but all of us can grow by
imitating good models.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP.

