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Revival!
God’s grace and glory
Ezra/Nehemiah: the
people of God in action
Freed from
sexual bondage

Editorial
or fanaticism can easily take over. In the
18th century James Kershaw
prophesied that “all the Methodists are
to go over to America in the belly of a
whale”. Delusions can be encouraged,
such as those fostered by the “new
methods” of Charles Finney and his ilk.
People can be assured that they are
Christians just because they have
walked forward or put up their hand at
a meeting, or even a concert.

I

n a sense, revival is just many
people in the one region becoming
soundly joined to Christ. Jonathan
Edwards famously described
Northampton in 1735 as “full of the
presence of God”. This was multifaceted in that it was full of love and yet
full of distress. It is something that the
church must pray for but which she
cannot bring about. The more she has
tried to manufacture a revival, the
worse the situation has become. Inertia

It is surely obvious that the West stands
in dire need of revival. Even basic
common sense seems to be beyond the
understanding of most leaders and gurus
in the community. It is not just that the
six o’clock news reports sin, but it either
trivializes or lauds it. In a Nazi prison
cell in May 1944 Dietrich Bonhoeffer
predicted renewal by the word of God,
and added: “Till then the Christian
cause will be a silent and hidden affair,
but there will be those who pray and do

right and wait for God’s own time.” We
are still at such a time.
In revival, the Spirit and the Word
come with irresistible power. William
B. Sprague wrote: “It is when the law of
God is exhibited in all its extent and
spirituality, and the gospel in all its
grace and glory, that we may expect to
see men brought to a sense of guilt,
and believing on the Lord Jesus Christ
that they may be saved.” There is
something beyond our usual programs
and day-to-day labours. God visits His
people, as Habakkuk prayed: “O Lord,
revive Your work in the midst of the
years! In the midst of the years make it
known; in wrath remember mercy”
(Hab.3:2). Well might we sing – and
pray – with William Cowper:
Oh rend the heavens, come quickly down,
And make a thousand hearts Thine own.
Peter Barnes
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Revival!
A glorious demonstration of God’s grace and power
Iain Murray talks to Peter Hastie

R

evival” is a word that is
guaranteed to ignite
discussion and even
controversy. While it excites some
Christians, it makes others roll their eyes
with suspicion.

“

Earlier this year theologians and authors
Tim Keller and Don Carson endorsed
the Reformed theology of revival in a
roundtable video. Keller has dealt with
the subject extensively in his book Center
Church. Others who have also raised the
importance of revival are James Packer,
Kevin DeYoung and Bryan Chapell.
Collin Hansen and John Woodbridge
have recently published A God-Sized
Vision: Revival Stories That Stretch and Stir.
In this issue we talk to Iain Murray, a
leading author on the subject, who has
written Pentecost Today.
Iain, what do we mean when we
talk about “revival”?
This is an important question because
the word revival has been used in a
number of ways over the last two
centuries. Sometimes people have used it
to refer to a powerful movement of the
Holy Spirit, and on other occasions it
has been employed to describe a time of
intense religious excitement or a series of
religious meetings focused on deepening
the spiritual life. Since “revival” has been
used to describe quite different things, I
can understand why some people prefer
not to use the word at all. The matter is

also complicated by the fact that the word
“revive”, when it is found in Scripture, is
not explicitly associated with the
phenomenon that evangelical theologians
traditionally referred to as “revival”.
The concept of revival, as it was first
understood, is of a sudden and rapid
demonstration of God’s grace and power
through the Holy Spirit in converting
sinners, enlarging the church, and
restoring the public image of
Christianity. This is how the term was
originally used. I am speaking here of
revival on a wide scale rather than its
more localised expressions, although
they both share the same characteristics.
When theologians use the term revival
in its traditional sense, it reflects their
understanding that the church does not
advance in a uniform, even manner in
the world, but there are times when people
are converted in significant numbers and
the church is rapidly enlarged through a
powerful movement of the Spirit.
The Reformation represented such an
exceptional movement of the Spirit.
John Knox said, “God gave His Holy
Spirit to simpler men in great
abundance”. And then again in the
1740s and the late 1700s and during
several periods in the 19th century –
especially in America – there were
exceptional periods of the Spirit’s
outpouring. These are established
historical facts.

“So a revival is the sending of the Holy Spirit
in fullness and power. We know that Christ’s
promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.”

Christians often use the term in
different ways. What’s going on
when they do?
While evangelical Christians recognise in
a general sense what a revival is,
differences occur in the interpretation:
how they occur, and what they mean
when they happen. The question really
comes down to Scripture. What does the
Bible teach with regard to revival?
Briefly, my understanding is this: that
our Lord in Luke 24 affirms that He
would send the Holy Spirit or, as He puts
it, “what My Father has promised”. Here
is the repeated promise of the Old
Testament – a future outpouring of the
Spirit of God from heaven upon the
church and the world (Is. 32:15; Ezek.
39:29; Joel 2:28, 29; Zech. 12:10). So a
revival is the sending of the Holy Spirit
in fullness and power. We know that
Christ’s promise was fulfilled on the day
of Pentecost. Peter, preaching by the power
of the Holy Spirit, said, ‘He [that is,
Christ] has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you now see and hear” (Acts 2:33).
So the question in relation to the Father’s
promise is this: Is it completely fulfilled
on the day of Pentecost, or is there an
ongoing giving of the Holy Spirit?
Evangelicals historically have understood
that there is an ongoing giving of the
Spirit and times of remarkable advance
in the church are to be explained in
terms of further outpourings and
effusions of the Spirit. This means that
Pentecost isn’t once and for all.
For example, in Acts 4 the disciples, in
circumstances of great need, prayed to
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be given boldness to preach the gospel.
God responded by shaking the place
where they were meeting and filling
them with the Holy Spirit (4:31). So
although they were filled with the Spirit
on the day of Pentecost, this is an
additional occasion. So the Spirit has an
ongoing ministry in building Christ’s
church. He comes sometimes in special
seasons of power for the remarkable
advance of the church. That has been
the pattern in history. When the Lord
says, “I will build my church”, He
wasn’t referring simply to Pentecost. He
was referring to the fact that His ministry
goes on through the Holy Spirit.
Revivals are therefore to be understood
in terms of a larger giving of the Holy
Spirit, and that’s connected with prayer
for the Holy Spirit that Jesus refers to
in Luke 11, “How much more will
your Heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those that ask Him?” This
prayer, we believe, was not exhausted at
the day of Pentecost.
Paul suggests that the prayer of the
Philippians was also answered when he
received the help of the Holy Spirit in
his time of need (Phil. 1:19). The
Spirit isn’t given once for all in a static
way. The Larger Catechism, Q. 182,
says that while the Spirit is given to all
Christians, His working is “not in all
persons, nor at all times, in the same
measure”. This helps us to understand
the meaning of revival. While the Spirit

is given according to the measure of the
gift of Christ, sometimes that measure
is so extraordinary and marked that
amazing changes take place in the
church and sometimes in society as well.
Some have said, quoting from 2
Chronicles 7:14, that if God’s
people will humble themselves
and pray, and seek His face, and
turn from His evil ways, the Lord
will send revival upon the church.
Do you believe that the presence
or absence of revival is dependent
upon the obedience of Christians?
No, I do not – and for several reasons.
First, the promise in 2 Chronicles 7 is a
promise that belongs to the theocratic
age – the time of Solomon. Blessing in
the Old Testament was promised to
Israel and to the land. That blessing is
attached to the land. As I’ve already
said, the promise of the Father and
outpourings of the Spirit belong to the
New Testament age.
Further, if the blessing of the New
Testament age in terms of special
awakening is related to obedience, then
it has to mean that there are only two
possibilities for the church: she’s either
living under judgement because she’s
not obedient, or she’s enjoying revival.
Now those two alternatives are not the
only alternatives. The norm in the
church is, “I will give you another
Comforter, and He will abide with you
forever. If anyone does not have the

Iain Murray
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Christ” (John 14:16; Rom. 8:9).
The Holy Spirit is present in the
church at all times – that’s
fundamental. So when we speak of
“special seasons of grace and blessing”,
that’s not saying that if those are absent,
the case is hopeless and God isn’t doing
anything. That isn’t true at all.
Sometimes God works graciously,
quietly, slowly, rather like a seed
growing. But then, at other times, it
pleases Him to come in an exceptional
way, with a larger effusion of the Holy
Spirit’s power.
Now, we’re speaking of God, which
means we are speaking of an infinite
Being – so we don’t entirely understand
all His ways. However, if we say that
obedience causes revival, we’re going to
sooner or later cause deep depression,
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because many godly Christians have
lived on the mission fields, served
Christ in many places, and made costly
sacrifices who have never seen revival.
They have been obedient, eminently so.
So no, it’s never obedience that causes
revival. It is Christ. Jesus said, “It’s not
for you to know the times and the
seasons which God has set by His own
authority”, and that applies to revivals.
Times and seasons belong to God. It’s
very wrong when people try to claim
revival in advance, or prophesy how
many conversions will take place within
one or five or 10 years. We cannot do
that. We are dependent on God, and
we have to pray in dependence on
Him. Paul says in 1 Corinthians
chapter 3:7, “So neither he who plants
nor he who waters is anything, but only
God, who makes things grow.” People
aren’t the reason for revival. It is God
who takes up instruments and uses
them in His own sovereign way.
Charles Finney, an influential
writer on revival, has claimed that
anybody who supports Reformed
theology can’t really be a
supporter of evangelism and
revival. What led him to make
these claims?
Finney believed that the reason people
became Christians is that they had the
power to choose Christ. He had a very
optimistic view of human nature and
would not accept the Reformed
understanding that sin so affects our
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minds and wills that it leaves us
incapable of loving and trusting God.
Instead, he taught that we could make
that choice in our own strength. Sadly,
he did not understand that the reason
we believe Christ is that the Spirit
renews our hearts. It is God’s secret
work within us that gives us new birth,
and the result of new birth is faith and
trust (Acts 16:14).
Finney argued, “If you don’t believe
that men can decide on their own
conversion, then they can’t decide on
revivals either.” He wanted to make
revivals things that we could produce
by our own efforts. He tried to do this
for a time with some limited success,
but ultimately it was a failure. Finney
could not see that God determines
revivals, not man.
He was opposed to Reformed theology,
because he believed it hindered
evangelism. But in truth, it doesn’t, and
it ought not to. Any kind of Calvinism
that hinders revival or hinders evangelism
is not genuine Calvinism at all.
Do you think that believing in
revival encourages fatalism and
passivity in the practice of the
Christian faith?
No I don’t. The bottom line of
Reformed theology is that we depend
upon God for His help. If dependence
is real, we believe God is almighty,
gracious, not willing that any should
perish. We pray to Him as such. The
ENJOYMENT
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What is the place of prayer in
revival? Should we be seeking
fresh outpourings of the Spirit of
God as we pray?
We should be praying for the Holy
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given promises to that effect. Jesus says,
“God gives the Spirit without limit”
(John 3:34). Of course, we don’t
determine the measure in which that
grace is given but we ought to believe –
especially pastors and teachers – that
the prayer is being heard, and
answered, in the measure that we need
for our present situation. It is possible
that the Lord may give us exceptional
help, but as I say, the measure and the
times of His giving are in His hands.
But prayer for revival is stimulated by
this belief.
How do we distinguish between a
genuine movement of revival and
fanaticism?
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However, we know that God can bring
glorious changes in the worst of
situations. And, because we believe
that, we remain optimistic about what
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Well, the tests of the Spirit’s grace and
power in revival are the same as in the
normal periods. Is the Word of God
being honoured? Are people hungering
for the Word of God? Is faith being
exercised in the gospel? Is Christ being
formed in people? Now, if that is
happening, Christ will be central – and
He will be preached. Anything that
diverts attention from Christ is not the
work of the Spirit. Jesus says, “When
He comes… He will bring glory to Me”
(John 16:13, 14). The Spirit is the
Spirit of holiness. If there is backbiting,
anger, jealousy and lack of love, then
we have signs that something other
than revival is taking place. So
fanaticism is a man-centered excitement
of emotions, and the devil tries to stir
that up – especially in times of revival.
Can you help us understand the
relationship between preaching
and revival?
In the book of Acts we read of men
being filled with the Holy Spirit and
preaching the Word of God with
power. Luke joins these two things
together. Christ builds His church
through human instrumentality – that
instrumentality is in His hands.
But it is our business as preachers to
live close to Christ and the Scriptures.
Now, one area where the need is special
today has to do with the presentation of

the gospel. There’s a fear now lest we
offend people. But the truth is: unless
we come to an end of ourselves, we’re
not going to fear God. We are really
lost. Romans chapters 1-3 are really
vital in showing the order in which the
gospel should be preached. If we loved
people more, we would preach more on
the wrath of God, and of the desperate
urgency to repent and come to faith. So
there’s a loss of fear of God in our day.
This should remind us of our need to
experience the Spirit’s presence and
power in greater measure. Fear of God
and the Spirit’s presence so often go
together. Luke tells us that the church
was “encouraged by the Holy Spirit…
living in the fear of the Lord” (Acts
9:31). This starts in the pulpit when
the preacher himself fears the Lord and
is unafraid of man.
How do preachers actually
prepare themselves to do that?
God gives gifts to men, and these gifts
need to be disciplined, trained and
educated. This means that theological
and biblical studies are vital. However,
gifts alone will never make a powerful
preacher. We need the anointing of the
Holy Spirit on those gifts. And this is
where prayer, godliness and the fullness
of the Spirit come in. Revivals begin so
often as a new generation of men arise,
who are patently speaking with an

authority which is not their own. They
are humble, God-fearing men. Sometimes
these men are very gifted and sometimes
they’re not. The Spirit is not limited by
our education.
Do you see any trends in modern
preaching today that may inhibit
revival?
I think much of modern preaching is
nothing more than passing on
information. Sometimes it’s just a
commentary on the Bible. However,
people can get that from a book; they
don’t need a preacher. Preaching has to
move people’s hearts and consciences.
Something has to happen to us.
It’s one of the sad features of our time
that congregations that are often large in
the mornings are only a handful in the
evenings. That possibly tells us something
about the morning service. If there was
real blessing in each service, people would
hunger for more. Preachers need to
consider this. If the preaching is not lively
and spiritually arresting, why would
anyone want to come back later?
What kind of changes would we see
if the Spirit enlivened our
preaching?
There would be new attention to the
Word of God. There would be more
relish in preaching. People would be more
eager to bring their friends under the
sound of the gospel. Even more than that,
believers themselves would be sharing the
gospel on other days of the week. At the
end of the day, it’s our people in the work
place who are to be the preachers in the
sense of making Christ known through
their own lives and what they do.
One of our failures at the moment is the
idea that the preacher preaches on
Sunday, and the people come back seven
days later. Something needs to happen on
Sunday so the people on Monday are
encouraged, helped, and the Word goes
out through them to a much larger
number. This is the pattern we see in the
early church (Acts 6:7; 8:4; 12:24). Every
Christian became a missionary. What
made them do that? The preaching they
sat under; the blessing they were
receiving.
Peter Hastie is the Principal of PTC
Victoria
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Awake
indeed!
Revival renews not only the church but the world
‘Tis not unlikely that this work of God’s
Spirit, that is so extraordinary and
wonderful, is the dawning, or at least a
prelude, of that glorious work of God, so
often foretold in Scripture, which in the
progress and issue of it, shall renew the
world of mankind.

S

o wrote Jonathan Edwards, the
Christian Church’s greatest
theologian of revival, in 1742 in
the midst of the Great Awakening in
America. Here he tells us that revival is
the work of God’s Spirit, that it is an
extraordinary work, and that it is
foretold often in Scripture, and he
prophesies that it would renew, not
only the church, but the whole “world
of mankind”.

dependent on the sovereignty of God to
evoke any human effort, and too
divisive within the church, unleashing
either an unhealthy fanaticism or coldhearted rejection.
Yes, revivals are episodic. They do not
last. But some Christian historians
since Edwards have argued that this is
the way history works. There have been
many revivals and national and even
international awakenings since the
1740s. Through them the church is
reformed and refreshed, and the world
challenged and renewed. Then the
world (and the church!) seeks to go its
own way again, and there is a fresh need
for a new revival movement and a new
challenge to the “world of mankind”.

Let us begin with the prophecy first.
For if he was wrong about that and
revivals do not do their work of
renewing humankind, there is not
much point in studying the role of the
Holy Spirit in revival or the places
where revival is foretold in Scripture.
Most modern historians would argue
that Edwards got it wrong, and the
world since the Great Awakening in the
1740s has not been renewed by
religious revivals. Rather the history of
the world since the French Revolution
has been one of the inexorable progress
of secularism, of the triumph of reason
over faith, and the eclipse of Biblical
“truth” by the real truth which comes
from science.
Most Western Christians, even
theologians, would tend to side with
the secular historians here. They are not
particularly interested in revivals which
are too episodic to be relied on, too

Jonathan Edwards
Furthermore, these same historians
observe, the new revival movements
typically originate among the
marginalised, the poor and the weak.
They invigorate the periphery while the
heartlands of faith atrophy in their

Stuart Piggin

pride and independence of the Spirit
and the law of Christ. But it is through
such passing movements of the Spirit
that God is building His kingdom
within “the world of mankind”. For do
notice in Edwards’s words above that
revival is for the world. True revival spills
over from the church into the world.
Revival works for the renewal of the
world through a number of means. It is
typically a movement of God’s Spirit
grasped by a new leader who takes the
old truths of the gospel and applies
them to new situations and people who
had not before appropriated those truths.
Leaders of revivals are men who proclaim
the gospel with anointed passion, but
who are neither reactionaries who
condemn all that is new in the church
nor radicals who argue that only the
new is true. The leaders of the Great
Awakening were known as “new lights”,
and it has been recently suggested that
every revival movement has leaders
who, in their fresh understanding of the
truth of the gospel and the power of the
Spirit, are all “new lights”.
Jesus was the archetypal new light
leader who translates Old Testament
truth into teaching which liberates and
gives hope and who transfers the power
to lead from priests to apostles. In
many of the awakenings of the 20th
century, through which Christianity
expanded numerically more
exponentially than in any other
century, power was transferred to these
new light leaders away from the leaders
formally appointed within traditional
denominations.
If all new light leaders have one gift in
AU
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common, it is the gift of anointed
preaching. They believe, with Edwards,
that preaching is a union of truth and
fire, and this union is found in all
revivals. Preaching for revival requires
the fusion of the affectional and the
rational, of heart and head. The
preacher, in love with the love of God,
is more motivated to lure people into
heaven, which Edwards understood as
“a world of love”, than to frighten them
out of hell. Edwards certainly preached
on hell, but the fire of anointed
preaching is the fire of love, more than
the fires of hell.
The effect of the union of truth and fire
is to take the hearer through truth into
reality. New light preachers dare to
believe that the purpose of preaching is
not so much to teach people the truth
about God, but to awaken people to see
the reality of God.
Revival is when people see reality,

The new revival movements typically originate
among the marginalised, the poor and the
weak. They invigorate the periphery while the
heartlands of faith atrophy in their pride.
which is the world as it is perceived by
God. It is when hearers see themselves
and their world and the Lord Himself
from God’s perspective. The
apprehension of reality comes as such a
shock to hearers that they are said to
have experienced an “awakening”. A
great awakening such as Edwards’
hearers experienced in the 1740s is
when many experience the same shock.
Edwards’s understanding of revival was
so constituted out of Scripture that it is
feasible to argue that the whole of the
New Testament is a revival manual. But
the whole is sometimes encapsulated in
the parts. In Acts 2.44-47, for example,
Luke deftly characterises a revival
fellowship. It was forged out of Peter’s
Spirit-anointed preaching at Pentecost.
It was preaching which made them
behold reality: they came to see that
they had crucified the Lord’s anointed.
They repented of their distorted view of
reality and believed the gospel. They
formed a fellowship in which they
belonged to the Lord and to each other.
And they behaved according to the
requirements of a missional lifestyle of
outreach and service.
Membership of a revival fellowship,
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then, involves beholding, believing,
belonging and behaving.
To understand Edwards’s views on
revival is to understand what to pray
for in connection with revival:
• That God will “renew the world”
through repeated episodes of revival.
• That the most marginalised and
needy people in the world will
experience revival to give them hope
and uplift and to grow Christ’s
Kingdom in the world.
• That God will raise up “new light”
leaders who will engage the
unreached with the Gospel.
• That these leaders will preach
anointed sermons which awaken
their hearers to reality.
• That revival fellowships will be
formed to enrich the church with
those who behold the truth, believe
reality, belong to Christ and to each
other, and behave out of love in
service and mission.
Stuart Piggin is director of the Centre for
the History of Christian Thought and
Experience at Macquarie University,
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Out of
bondage
I was enslaved to homosexuality and pornography.
Only Jesus could set me free.

A

gentle female voice came from
the radio, rising above the
melancholy chords of a bare
piano, “I can’t change, even if I tried,
even if I wanted to...” She sang clearly,
confidently, her words laying claim to
what seemed an undeniable truth. As I
listened, I felt sadness swell in my heart
for, in a very real sense, it was the truth.
Finding yourself attracted to people of
the same sex isn’t always a welcome
discovery. Some, perhaps many, do at
times wish they could change. But the
simple fact of the matter is: you can’t!
No amount of self-discipline or sheer
willpower does anything; and so,
finding yourself powerless to change
those desires, what other path is left
open but acceptance?
In time, this is often followed by a
declaration of what you have found to
be true: “I can’t change; this is who I
am.” Yet, as I listened, thinking about
those words, I remembered with joy
that in the end, this was not the
ultimate truth; Jesus had shown me
otherwise. As I came to know him, I
discovered that while I may have been
powerless to change the desires of my
heart, He had power where I did not.

Those awkward years of adolescence
were a confusing time, an unintelligible
mess of thoughts and feelings. While
things were good at home, things weren’t
so good inside me; it was turbulent. My
struggle with self esteem and body
image was like a constant companion,
unwanted yet somehow always there.
At school, I started to become more
and more aware of a growing
admiration I felt for guys in my year.
They seemed to have everything that I
felt I lacked and I held them in awe,
desiring to be like them, yet more than
this; in some confused way I also found
myself desiring them.
What all of this meant didn’t really
become clear to me until sometime
later. It was an ordinary day in year 10.
I don’t remember what made me put it
all together but I vividly recall the
intense pain and sadness I felt when I
finally understood, “if I’m attracted to
guys, I must be gay”.
I was angry. So many hopes and
possibilities mercilessly ripped from my
hands. I was grieved that this had been
thrust upon me. I didn’t choose this,
nor did I want it! I felt my life had been
irreversibly changed, and I didn’t know

Finding yourself attracted to people of the
same sex isn’t always a welcome discovery.
Some, perhaps many, do at times wish they
could change.

what to do. So I hid it. I felt ashamed
about my “secret” and was terrified
that someone would find out the truth
about me.
About that time, I remember flicking
through a little Bible that I had been
given at school. While I wasn’t a
Christian, I found the idea of God
fascinating and I desired to know what
God thought about this. For some
reason, it seemed to matter. As I read
Paul’s words to the Corinthians, I was
cut to the core: “Do you not know
that the wicked will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived:
Neither the sexually immoral nor
idolaters nor adulterers nor male
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders
nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers
will inherit the kingdom of God” (1
Corinthians 6:9-10). I turned my back
on God.
My introduction to the homosexual
community came in the late in 1990s.
It was an exciting time. I was young,
many of the people were sophisticated
and cultured and I was getting a lot of
attention from them. This colourful,
vibrant world was glitzy and seductive
in so many ways yet what made it
really attractive was that here, I didn’t
have to hide my feelings. Here they
were openly celebrated and it felt
liberating. Yet after a number of years,
its brassy shine began to wear thin.
The parties no longer satisfied and so
many friendships proved empty. I
SPRING 201 4 9

started using more and more drugs and
slowly pulled away.
I turned to pornography. It was so easy,
a moment of pleasure just a “click”
away. All too quickly it came to
dominate my life. Any illusions of
control quickly evaporate when you
find yourself returning again and again
despite vowing to stop. It totally
consumed me, filling my thoughts and
dictating my actions.
It was a dark place. I felt as if I was
standing on the edge of a cliff, with
deep darkness falling away before me
into nothingness; and I knew in my
heart that nothing good lay at the end
of this path. So, I wanted out! Yet I
couldn’t see how, for so entwined was
this issue with my sexuality I felt that,
somehow, both needed to be dealt with.
And so, in utter desperation I did an
internet search: “freedom from
homosexuality”.
It seems kind of laughable in a way –
but it changed my life. I stumbled
upon a site called Setting Captives Free
which spoke of freedom from habitual
sin through a relationship with Jesus.
As I read through the online
testimonies, it seemed like this was the
real thing. So tentatively, very
tentatively, I enrolled in an online
study. It was the best decision I’ve
made! As I progressed through the
Bible studies, I returned to those verses,
once so bitter to me now made sweet

It was a dark place. I felt as if I was standing
on the edge of a cliff, with deep darkness
falling away before me into nothingness.
with understanding, “...and that is what
some of you were. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God”
(1 Cor. 6:11). Here, with Jesus, I found
true hope for change.
But I found so much more. I was
looking for change, for freedom; yet
what I found was a new me in knowing
Him. It sounds mystical, but it’s not.
When you come to know Jesus, as you
read His words and share in His Spirit,
He touches your innermost being,
challenges your thoughts and desires,
and perhaps slowly, you start to see a
“Jesus-shaped” version of yourself
emerge from the person you once
thought you were. It is just as Paul said,
“if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation; old things have passed away,
and look, new things have come”
(2 Cor. 5:17). He gave me a new
beginning and, in time, new desires also.
As I look back on the last 10 years, so
much has changed. I’m truly no longer
the person I once was, and how
gracious God has been to me – first, a
loving wife, now a child! Yet struggles
still abound, temptation is ever present

and the old me never seems too far
away. But Jesus did something for me
that makes all the difference – He set
me free. No longer am I a slave to sin.
With great pain I learned how truly
Jesus spoke when He said, “everyone
who sins is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).
But how wonderful it is to discover the
truth of His promise that “if the Son
sets you free, you will be free indeed”
(John 8: 36).
That’s why I wanted to get involved
with Liberty Christian Ministries. It’s a
Sydney-based ministry that seeks to
minister to people who, like me,
struggle with unwanted same-sex
attraction, equip our local churches to
minister to such persons in their own
communities and provide support to
families and friends of those who have
embraced the “gay” lifestyle. The idea
that same-sex attraction can be
unwanted is considered offensive to
many in the wider community. Yet for
me, and many others, this is our
experience. Therefore, I’m thankful for
the ministry of Liberty in that it offers
hope to people like me; true hope
because we find it with Jesus.
The author wishes to remain anonymous.
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World news
Crucifixion image ‘wrong’

Christian art.

A new study conducted by Liverpool
scientists suggests the Shroud of Turin
proves Jesus was crucified with his
hands over his head in a “Y” shape,
rather than to the sides in a “T” shape,
as traditionally depicted in Christian
art. The scientist leading this recent
study says this new crucifixion would
be “very painful” and likely cause
asphyxiation for the victim.

The validity of the Shroud of Turin has
long been disputed, with some arguing
that the linen is Jesus’ burial cloth, and
others that it is a medieval master forgery.
As Borrini indicates, medieval torture
often included hanging a victim with
their arms above their head using rope.

Scientists at the John Moores
University in Liverpool announced
their findings at the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences earlier this year.
They argue that the Shroud of Turin,
believed by some to be the burial cloth
of Jesus, shows an image of a man with
blood stains streaking down his arms.
Matteo Borrini, who led the shroud
study at the English University, argues
that these stains could only have been
obtained if the victim’s arms were hung
over his head in a “Y” shape, instead of
the “T” shape that is so prevalent in

UCA
Presbyterians back gay marriage
The Presbyterian Church (USA) has
voted to allow pastors to marry samesex couples in states where it is legal.
The church also voted, by an
overwhelming majority, to change the
language about marriage in the church
constitution from a “man and a
woman” to “two persons” according to
More Light Presbyterians, a group that
supports gay rights.
To take effect, that change would need
to be approved by a majority of 172
local presbyteries, which have a year to
vote, the church said in a statement.

Retreat, recharge & relate at
CRUSADERS’ GALSTON GORGE

CONFERENCE & RECREATION CENTRE

However, pastors can immediately go
ahead and begin marrying same-sex
couples in the states that allow it,
according to Toya Richards Jackson, a
church spokeswoman.
CNN
China claim ‘exaggerated’
An assertion by a US-based academic
that China will be home to the world’s
largest Christian congregation by 2030
is inflated and not rooted in fact, said
officials close to religious affairs
authorities. “The estimate is
unscientific and obviously an
exaggeration,” an official told the
Global Times on condition of
anonymity.
The Christian community in China is
estimated to grow to 160 million by
2025 and the figure will exceed 247
million by 2030, according to Yang
Fenggang, director of the Centre on
Religion and Chinese Society at Purdue
University in Indiana.

“The accommodation was great for
families and we enjoyed meeting, singing
and learning from God’s Word together.”
Chatswood Presbyterian Church
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BUUSBDUJPOT
Ŕ(SFBUWBMVFSBUFTBOELJETVOEFS
TUBZGSFF

Call us today on
(02) 9653 1676 or visit
crusadersgalstongorge.com.au

SPRING 201 4 11

Yang told the Global Times his
conclusions were based on the
probability of future growth trends,
rather than an absolute certainty. There
were only 1 million Protestants and 3
million Catholics in 1949, he claimed.
China’s population was about 541
million at that period of time.
UCA
‘Allah’ banned for Christians
Malaysia’s highest court has dismissed a
bid by Christians for the right to use
the word “Allah”, ending a years-long
legal battle that has caused religious
tensions in the Muslim-majority
country. The word has generally been
used for God by all religions.
The Catholic Church had been seeking
to reverse a government ban on it
referring to God by the Arabic word
“Allah” in the local Malay-language
edition of its Herald newspaper. But a
seven-judge panel in the administrative
capital Putrajaya ruled that a lower
court decision siding with the
government stood.
AFP

Jesus before Xi Jinping
It’s easier to talk about Jesus than
Chinese President and Communist
Party General Secretary Xi Jinping on
Weibo, China’s massive Twitter-like
social media platform, research shows.
The atheist Chinese Communist Party,
known for its sometimes heavy-handed
policies towards religions, from Islam to
Christianity to Tibetan Buddhism,
seems far more willing to allow Christian
terminology to appear on Weibo than
Communist argot, according to data
taken from search results on the
platform conducted on April 3.
A search for the word “Bible” yielded
more than 17 million recent results,
while the iconic Quotations of
Chairman Mao, a widely distributed
collection of writings by the former
leader of the Chinese Communist Party
known in the West as the Little Red
Book, received fewer than 60,000
mentions. “Christian congregation” was
mentioned more than 41.8 million
times, whereas “the Communist Party”
clocked in at just 5.3 million mentions.

Open
Day

Chinese state-run media run top
headlines featuring the Chinese
president on an almost daily basis, yet
“Xi Jinping” only received around 4
million Weibo mentions, while “Jesus,”
certainly no regular newspaper
headliner in China, had more than 18
million mentions.
Foreign Policy
Executions rising
The number of known executions
around the world rose almost 15
percent in 2013, and the United States
was among the five countries putting
the most people to death, a new report
says. The Amnesty International report
comes shortly after a stunning decision
by an Egyptian court to sentence to
death 529 alleged supporters of the
Muslim Brotherhood after a twosession trial.
The new report said the 778 judicial
executions in 22 countries the group
was able to count last year don’t include
the thousands of people put to death in
China, where such information is a
state secret. Last year’s global increase is
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due in part to more executions in Iran
and Iraq, followed by Saudi Arabia, the
report said. Executions in chaotic Syria
and Egypt could not be confirmed.
The Amnesty International report
counted more than 23,000 people on
death row worldwide as of the end of
2013.
UCA
‘Bishop of bling’
The Vatican has removed a German
bishop because he spent $US43m of
Church funds on an extravagant
residence when Pope Francis was
preaching austerity.
Announcing the decision, the Vatican
said the atmosphere in the diocese of
Limburg had become such that Bishop
Franz-Peter Tebartz-van Elst could no

Read and download
sixteen years of AP free
of charge at ap.org.au
Click the Past Issues
button and enjoy!

longer carry out a “fruitful exercise” of
his ministry there.
Tebartz-van Elst, dubbed the “bishop of
bling”, has apologised for any
“carelessness or misjudgement on my
part”, but he denies any wrongdoing.
The 108-page report for the German
Bishops’ Conference said Tebartz-van
Elst had demanded that all those
involved in the project should observe
“strict secrecy” about its costs.
UCA
Another Pakistan travesty
A Christian couple has been sentenced
to death for blasphemy by a Pakistan
court after being accused of sending
text messages insulting the Prophet
Muhammed, though a SIM card
presented by police was proven bogus.
The couple has filed a High Court
appeal.
It was the second case of blasphemy in
two weeks after Sawan Masih, a
Christian man from Lahore, was
handed a death sentence for uttering
derogatory remarks against the Prophet

Mohammed during a conversation with
a Muslim friend. News of the
accusations triggered riots in Lahore as
mobs went about setting a Christian
neighborhood on fire.
UCA
... And in Saudi Arabia
A court in Saudi Arabia has sentenced
the editor of an Internet forum he
founded to discuss the role of religion
in the conservative Islamic kingdom to
10 years in jail and 1000 lashes. The
prosecution wanted Raif Badawi, who
started the Free Saudi Liberals website,
tried for apostasy, which carries the
death penalty, but this was dismissed.
His website included articles that were
critical of senior religious figures such
as Saudi Arabia’s Grand Mufti,
according to Human Rights Watch.
Another Saudi was sentenced to five
years in jail for publishing a column by
a prominent Shi’ite Muslim cleric on
his website.
Reuters FaithWorld
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Evangelism website
Anglicans interested in evangelism and
church growth now have a new website
where they can find the latest resources
and examples of best practice.
Anglicanwitness.org is described as “a
one-stop shop resource hub for church
growth, discipleship, youth and
children ministry, and other forms of
evangelism”.
It was built by the core group of the
Anglican Witness: Evangelism and
Church Growth Initiative, who says the
site “brings together Anglicans from
across the world committed to
strengthening evangelism within
communities, seeing churches grow
spiritually and numerically in capacity
to engage the whole of God’s creation
with Christ’s love, and seeing God’s
TM

name glorified in everyday life
experience”.
Christian Today
Story had feathers
A British Catholic journalist has said
she was astonished when major world
news outlets mistook an Vatican April
Fool’s report she wrote for a genuine
news story. Josephine Siedlecka,
founder of Independent Catholic
News, said the Vatican employed a
hawk called Sylvia to protect the doves
periodically released by the Pope.
The reports are believed to have
originated with an Agence FrancePresse (AFP) story, which was then
published by dozens of major news
organisations, including the Guardian.
AFP withdrew the story as soon as it
realised the mistake and the Guardian
removed the report from its website
promptly.
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The story on ICN claimed that the
hawk, with a wingspan of 120
centimetres, was brought in after two
doves released by children in St Peter’s

Square in January were set upon by a
crow and a seagull. According to the
joke report, a spokesman said that the
hawk would “act as an escort and
protector” to the papal doves.
Catholic News
Pastafarianism ‘a religion’?
The Church of the Flying Spaghetti
Monster, or Pastafarianism, may soon
be recognised as an official religion in
Poland after a court overturned a 2013
ruling against it.
“Judge Wlodzimierz Kowalczyk said the
ruling was taken on formal grounds, as
the government had not given the
applicants a two-month extension to
submit outstanding documents,”
Polskie Radio reported. The Church of
the Flying Spaghetti Monster has
essentially been cleared to apply to be
registered as an official religion.
The Church of the Flying Spaghetti
Monster insists that it is a real religion
on its website.
Christian Post
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Useful
lists
The people of God in action
are the hero of Ezra-Nehemiah.

T

he book of Ezra-Nehemiah,
like the opening of Matthew’s
Gospel, confronts us with
genealogies. These lists do not make for
easy or interesting reading in church,
nor is it immediately obvious what
message we are to get out of such lists.

Part of the solution is to realise that the
book is misnamed (the Bible writer is
not responsible for the name). The title
“Ezra-Nehemiah” subverts the teaching
of the book, for the book itself focuses
on the part played by the people rather
than leaders. Unfortunately, the
common title suggests that the book is
all about the role played by Ezra and
then Nehemiah in the story told. A
careful reading shows that the truth is
the exact opposite. The book promotes
the centrality of the community as a
whole, one indication being its many
lists of names, for example the list of
returnees in Ezra 2 (repeated almost
exactly in Nehemiah 7) and the list of
wall-builders in Nehemiah 3.
The usual title directs undue attention
to the figure of Ezra, but he is not
introduced to the reader until Ezra 7.
There are several chapters in which
Nehemiah hardly features (e.g.
Nehemiah 8-9). The main character of
the book is the people, and the book
ends with the failure of the people to
reform themselves (Neh. 13.4-31). The
achievements narrated in the book are
those of the people themselves (a
rebuilt temple and restored city walls)

and final failure is attributed to them as
well (their unwillingness to separate
from things foreign). Such a view of the
book is in no way intended as a slight
upon the sterling efforts of Ezra and
Nehemiah, but the book foregrounds
the role of the people of God as a whole
in the triumphs and failures described.
Recent uses of Ezra-Nehemiah in
teaching and preaching show a
tendency to elevate the theme of
leadership, especially in interpreting
and applying the Nehemiah part of the
book. Nehemiah is seen as the leader
par excellence and his part in events is
viewed as essential and strategic
(Nehemiah 1-6), but he is not nearly so
prominent when the narrator continues
the story in Nehemiah 8-12. The roster
of wall-builders in Nehemiah 3 is not
attributed to Nehemiah’s organisational
skill, despite what is commonly
asserted. Any approach to the book that
sidelines the many lists of people is not
likely to properly represent the book’s
interests or lessons for today.
The exegetical tradition of turning
Nehemiah into the model leader is
understandable enough, for Christian
leaders are looking for guidance and
inspiration for their sometimes daunting
task. Such expositions usually simply
ignore Ezra 2 or Nehemiah 7, and by
doing so we suspect that this selective
reading of the biblical text is at variance
with the presentation of the book.
The cost to the church of perpetuating

Ezra-Nehemiah provides a much needed
resource for challenging and empowering
the common people of the church.

Greg Goswell
this tradition unchanged is that it will
fail to find in Ezra-Nehemiah a much
needed resource for challenging and
empowering the common people of the
church. The ordinary believer is not to
sit back and watch those who are
leaders in churches do all the work.
More positively, Ezra-Nehemiah gives
permission for the people of God as a
whole to arise and redouble their efforts
in the service of Christ. Renewal in
church life requires more than just the
efforts of a few exemplary leaders.
It would be a mistake to view the book
as promoting the idea that right
leadership is the key to the renewal of
the life of God’s people. The task of
building the house of God is delegated
by Cyrus to God’s people rather than to
any one Israelite leader (Ezra 1.3:
“Whoever is among you of all his
people”). The people who avail
themselves of this permission are from
the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi
(1.5). No one leader is allowed to take
centre-stage in the narrative, and so the
people are led by 12 leaders (the 11
listed in Ezra 2.2 and Shesh-bazzar
[1.11]).
The long list of those who go up in the
first great caravan (Ezra 2) shows that
the book is about what was done and
achieved by the thousands to returned
to Jerusalem to build the house of God.
The rebuilding of the temple is
presented as an act of the whole people
(3.13), so that it is certainly not to be
called ‘Zerubbabel’s temple’.
Following an 18-year delay, the work
on the house of God restarts through
the prophets of God (5.1-2), and the
pairing of the prophets Haggai and
SPRING 201 4 15

Zechariah, like the earlier pairing of
Zerubbabel and Jeshua, fits the
presentation that does not allow any
leader to be given too much
prominence and celebrates the
contribution of ordinary people.
Ezra’s importance lies in his self-effacing
style of relating to others, for this accords
with the presentation of the book that
brings the role of the whole people of
God to the foreground. Ezra makes no
use of the enormous powers placed at
his disposal by the decree of Artaxerxes
(7.11-26). Instead of wielding direct
political power, Ezra chooses to teach
(note the didactic tone of his prayer in
9.6-15). He lets others take the
initiative and make decisions, so that
officials approach him (not vice versa)
with the report about mixed marriages
(9.1-2). Others suggest a remedy to the
forbidden marriages (10.2-4).
Ezra then disappears from view until
summoned again by the popular
assembly in Nehemiah 8, who tell him
to bring the book of the law of Moses
(8.1). The style of leadership modelled
by Ezra (and obviously approved by the
narrator) is that of being the servant of
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The style of leadership modelled by Ezra is
the servant of the community, responding to
community initiatives and requests.
the community, responding to
community initiatives and requests.
In contrast to Ezra who waits to be
asked, Nehemiah is proactive and selfassertive, and his mission to Jerusalem
is an agenda drawn up by himself (Neh
1.2-3). He does not consult others
before surveying the work that he
thinks needs doing (2.12-16) and he
imposes his plan on those who will
have to do the work (2.17-18).
Nehemiah takes an adversarial approach,
such that he is nearly always in conflict
with others (e.g. Sanballat, Tobiah).
When the narrator takes up the story in
Nehemiah 8, Nehemiah is mentioned
as present at the popular assembly (8.9)
but only as one of several leaders who
urge the people to rejoice rather than
weep. Though he is the first to sign the
community pledge (10.1), a privilege
accorded to him as governor, there is
not a hint that he was responsible for
framing its content. Though Nehemiah

fears that his desperate efforts may end
in failure (13.30-31), the larger
narrative would attribute neither failure
or success to him, for it is not his
efforts that are the key factor. The
failure is that of the community that
did not carry through its pledge
(Nehemiah 10).
All in all, the book teaches that some
styles of leadership are more
appropriate than others, however, the
decisive factor is not the qualities or
actions of individual leaders but the
willingness of the believing community
to reform itself in accordance with the
law of God. It is the many in the pew,
not just the one in the pulpit, who need
to rise the challenge of serving God.
Such an understanding will transform
our church life.
Greg Goswell, Old Testament lecturer at
the Presbyeterian Theological Centre in
Sydney, has just published a commentary
on Ezra-Nehemiah.
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Chemical
reaction
Medicines from the Creator’s pharmacy

M

ost Christians love the
Parable of the Good
Samaritan since it testifies to
God’s amazing grace and illuminates the
path of practical discipleship. Yet unless
I’m mistaken it also contains a
“therapeutic injunction” that reprioritises
our attitudes towards medicines. On
finding the mugging victim, the
Samaritan followed the pharmaceutical
practices of his day by “pouring on oil and
wine” to cleanse the sufferer’s wounds.
By commending such efforts, Christ’s
command to “go thou and do likewise”
helped fostered the compassionate use of
medicines within societies that came
under the gospel’s sway.
Our faith also propagated the notion
that the Creator has richly endowed His
world with medicinal plants: Revelation
22:2 thus announces that “the leaves of
the trees are for the healing of nations.”
Various non-canonical writings of the
early church echo this sentiment and
celebrate the related conviction that
humanity is bestowed with the
intelligence needed to study medicinal
plants.
Rising Christian interest in curative
botanicals inevitably clashed with the
surrounding pagan culture where a low
regard for the sanctity of human life
prevailed. While medicinal plants were
appreciated by Greco-Roman doctors
such as Galen, the dominant worldview
sadly sanctioned the misuse of
hallucinogenic and poisonous plants for

occult rituals or the slaying of
unwanted nascent life.
Early Christian leaders confronted this
mindset and consequently several New
Testament passages, including Galatians
5: 19-21, disparage the dark practices
of the pharmakai – the medicine men
of Greco-Roman times. Most postApostolic church leaders took a similar
stance: Ambrose, the 4th century
Bishop of Milan, famously cautioned
his flock against those who use
“parricidal mixtures” to snuff out “the
fruit of their wombs”.
By reforming these pagan attitudes, the
Christian worldview laid a coherent
foundation for a sustainable culture of
pharmaceutical inventiveness. By the
medieval era, monasteries became
centres for the cultivation of medicinal
plants, the study of which accelerated
during the Reformation as Wittenberg
fostered the careers of great “Lutheran
herbalists” such as Leonhart Fuchs
(1501-66).
In 1799, J.C. Reil, a German pastor’s
son, published an influential argument
for improved scientific rigour in the use
of medicines, stimulating a sustained
effort to identify the chemicals in
plants that bring benefits to patients.
Over subsequent decades chemists
purified many important drugs from
plants, including morphine (from
opium poppies), quinine (Cinchona
bark), salicylates (Willow bark) and
digitalis (Foxglove petals).

By reforming these pagan attitudes, the
Christian worldview laid a coherent
foundation for a sustainable culture of
pharmaceutical inventiveness.

Phil Burcham
The science of pharmacology – which
promotes the intelligent use of
medicines – emerged as scientists began
describing the subtle bodily effects of
newly discovered drugs. During its
golden age in the 19th and 20th
centuries, cascading discoveries ensured
medicines became available for diverse
diseases from angina to zygomycosis.
Despite these successes, this remarkable
era is likely closing. Firstly, the falling
effectiveness of many antibiotics
suggests we are losing the battle against
drug-resistant pathogens. Also, despite
heavy investment in biomedical
research, the yield of new drugs is likely
falling: some drug industry analysts
recently coined “Eroom’s Law” to
denote our failing ability to deliver new
medicines (a pun on Moore’s Law
which describes the relentless increases
in computing power – compared to the
IT industry, pharmaceutical innovation
is seemingly going backwards!).
The elephant in the room here is
whether pharmaceutical know-how can
prosper in a world where Christian
values exert declining influence. The
belief that every life is precious has
declined as utilitarian values snared the
heart of modern medicine.
Pharmacology chairs and departments
disappeared from medical schools,
while the rising dominance of genetics
labs in maternity hospitals suggests that
utilitarian medicine prefers to eradicate
imperfect humanity within the womb
rather than devote its energies towards
pharmaceutical improvement of its
postnatal prospects. We may yet regret
having taken the Good Samaritan ethic
and its Author for granted.
Phil Burcham is a pharmacologist and
PCA elder in Perth.
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Making history
The Bible’s honesty makes it a model.

O

ne of the interesting things
about the Old Testament way
of writing history is the
putting of two different versions of the
same history side by side. Compare
Genesis 1:1-2:3 and 2:4-10; Genesis
6:13-22 and 7:1-8; Judges 1:1-16 and
2:6-23; 1 Samuel 16:13-23 and 7:1ff.
Each account brings out different
aspects of the truth, for example the
transcendence and the immanence of
God in creation, or in the 1 Samuel
example, that there are two clearly
different aspects to the deficiencies of
Saul, first his mania and second his fear
and lack of faith in war. To both of
these David is the answer.

This biblical approach, recognising the
complexity of history and the difficulty
of encapsulating all the important
points in one narrative, is an interesting
contrast to the modern traditions of
history writing. That tradition,
including as it is exemplified in our
National Curriculum, is now caught
between the old and the new fashions.
The old springs from the
Enlightenment attempt to banish
revealed religion from intelligent
conversation. The motivations of man
in that view are purely material. One
could reduce them to the lust for power
and the lust for wealth; or in more
academic language, politics and
economics are all there is to history.
The West’s approach to the Middle
East and the Islamic world is founded

on the premise that there is no such
thing as religious motivation: all is
political and economic aspiration. We
can judge the truth of the
Enlightenment’s materialism by the
obvious “success” of the foreign policy
founded upon it.
The new is based upon the postmodern notion that there is a different
truth for everybody, and thus logically
everybody will write his/her/herhis/his-her/its own history. That is very
difficult to translate into a national
curriculum.
We do see a form of it in the shape of
the whole curriculum. Instead of
working to make the child realise that
there is a whole world out there, the
curriculum starts with the child as
centre and gradually works out from
there, fitting the premise that we are
the centre and meaning-maker in our
own universe.
In the whole history curriculum there is
very little room for anything outside
the history of Australia since European
settlement. Since not much can be
covered in the earlier years it is hard to
put exact figures on it but roughly the
4000 years of recorded history before
modern Australia receives two years of
study and the 200 years since about five
years.
Yet there is logic in the disproportion.
If nothing is real outside the individual
and all that matters is what the

We need to follow the precedent of Scripture
and present an additional history, one that
reflects more of the realities of human life.
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individual experiences, surely the same
is true for the nation. Australia is the
world. A foreign policy based upon this
premise is likely to be equally
disastrous.
Thus the fact that the curriculum does
not highlight the Christian role in early
Australia is just part of the problem.
There is a much deeper problem of
fundamentally incorrect understandings
of human history. That confronts the
Christian teacher with a major
problem. The lust for power and greed
are realities and thus one can justify a
role for politics and economics in any
history curriculum, and yet they are not
the only realities. The popular press
may delight in the power plays in the
major parties as various roosters fight
for the right to crow from the top of
the dung heap, but the average student
finds a history of pure politics to be
boring. Who really cares who was
prime minister in 1905?
We need to follow the precedent of
Scripture and present an additional
history, one that reflects more of the
realities of human life. For that we need
to take Romans 1 seriously. There is a
knowledge of truth, an evaded,
suppressed, but yet real knowledge,
even in pagan cultures like our own.
Real history is about the human
struggle, forced by the way the
providence of God brings unwilling
men to confront that truth. In that
struggle ideologies play a major role
because they are what sinful men use to
justify their departure from the truth. It
is ridiculous that the National
Curriculum expects study in the last
years of schooling of only “progressive
ideas and movements”.
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Of course the omission of communism
and fascism could be excused by saying
that the course expects students to
study the two world wars and their
background. However that part of the
course is slanted towards Australians’
experience and participation. In the
post-modern world all that matters is
your experience.
False ideas, even when presented by
seemingly moral men, have tremendous
power to harm. Adam Smith’s quest for
a moral and legal system, apart from
the Bible and based upon a conjectural
history of human civilisation, led to the
idea that nomads have no legal right to
land. In that lay the nucleus of the
Australian tragedy, as European settlers
and administrators used theory to blind
them to their cruelty to the original
inhabitants.
Marx’s commitment to the
determinism of history allowed his
followers to punish those who stood in
the way of their version of progress.
Hitler’s espousal of genetic determinism
made inevitable the removal of those
who carried bad genes.

The history of the church and its impact
on national life in Australia or in the
world is not always a glorious history.
The modern world cannot have a history
of the impact of these false ideas because
in transmuted forms they still rule.
Programs for behaviour are still based on
conjectured theories of the human race.
Those who stand in the way of “progress”
are still decried and it is not just in a
commitment to genetic determinism
that the Greens resemble the Nazis.
Yet if we are honest about ourselves and
about biblical history, it is not just
ideas, which are bad in their origin,
that become the cloak for sin. We as
Christians can be presumptuous of the
grace of God. The history of the church
and its impact on national life in
Australia or in the world is not always a
glorious history.
I fear that the call for a greater
recognition of the role of Christianity
in the national history will be seen as a
Christian triumphalism which does not

accord with the facts. The fact is that
many Christians were opaque to the
origins and evil consequences of the
false ideas I have mentioned and
many others.
Our danger now is that a similar
obliviousness to the false premises
that are in the National Curriculum,
because they are in the national life,
will make even Christian schools the
agent for penetration of false ideas
into church and community. I have
touched on the foreign policy
implications of some of these because
they provide an obvious way in which
God may punish the nation for its
foolishness, but I suggest there are
many other ways. I suggest that we as
history teachers have a duty to God,
church and nation to do something
to point out such falsities.
Professor Noel Weeks is a Sydney
University historian.

Dr. Patricia
WEERAKOON
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Tell them why
We must not separate
ethics from redemption
David Cook

T

here is a scene in the movie
Chariots of Fire, where two
British Olympic officials are
discussing trying to talk Eric Liddell
into competing on a Sunday at the
1920 Paris Olympics. One official
realises that they are asking him to do
the impossible: to forget about God
and to run the race of his life.

The other night Maxine and I were
watching My Kitchen Rules, (we only
watch quality TV in our home) and
Uel was introduced as a youth worker.
We caught a glimpse of his tattoo – 1
John 2:2. He was obviously a Christian
youth worker, though that was edited
out. The 2011 Masterchef winner, Kate
Bracks, was only identified as such
when she did not address the Dalai
Lama as “Your Holiness”. I have just
read an article from the New York Times
by Nicholas D. Kristof on Catherine
Hamlin’s magnificent work among
fistula victims in Ethiopia which makes
no mention of Dr Hamlin’s Christian
faith nor indeed of the Christian
staffing of the hospital she founded in
Addis Ababa.
It’s a common enough mistake. The
world is quick to claim the benefit of
Christ’s work, heaven; it just doesn’t
want Christ. And the world may like
what it sees in the redeemed, it just
doesn’t want to recognise its source or
inspiration, the redeemer. What has this
got to do with preaching? This worldly
problem can be perpetuated in the
thinking of the believer by our poor
preaching.
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T. David Gordon has said that “ethical
exhortation must never be divorced
from its redemptive environment”. We
make that divorce whenever we urge
some action without telling people why
they should live that way.
We must preach the redeeming work of
Christ and its implications rather than
just preach its implications. Paul does
this in 1 Corinthians 6:18-20, where he
exhorts the Corinthians to flee from
sexual immorality. He bases the
exhortation for sexual purity on three
“whys”: because of our doctrine of the
body, our doctrine of the Spirit and our
doctrine of redemption. “You are not
your own, you were bought with a price.”

Our message is not: be good, be better
people, be moral, be selfless. In
Exodus 20 God declared that He was
Israel’s redeemer (Ex.20:2) before He
gave them His law (Ex.20:3-17). The
message is: “Come to Christ and have
God’s image restored in you, through
the Father who chose you, the Son
who redeemed you, and the Spirit
who sanctifies you.”
David Cook is Moderator-General of
the Presbyterian Church of Australia

The world needs to hear the word of
explanation, that what we do springs
from what we are, and what we are is a
result of what God has done for us.
Beware of the fallacy represented by the
well-known statement, “Tell me the
gospel and use words if you must.” The
Lord Jesus, who lived the perfect life,
did not let his actions do all the talking.
The life of Jesus, though perfect, was
the backdrop to his saving word.
Let’s not let the world, which confuses
fruit for root, confuse us. We live out
the new creation lifestyle because God’s
Son has laid down His life in payment
for our sin and God the Father has
raised Him from the dead, showing His
acceptance of Christ’s work, and He
now gives us His Holy Spirit who
makes us new from within and leads us
to surrender control of our lives to the
Lord Jesus.
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Books
Hope Beyond Cure
David McDonald
Matthias Media, 2013

David Burge
My interest in
this little book
was sparked by
its hearty
endorsement
from a friend
with cancer.
David
McDonald
served as a
pastor at an
evangelical church in Canberra, and his
book shares his ordeal of having an
“incurable” lung cancer, followed by at
least 18 months of gruelling
chemotherapy leading to a better
prognosis at the time of publication.
While Hope Beyond Cure certainly is an
edifying read for Christians, it was
written as a form of testimony seeking
to sensitively engage with our broader,
cancer-stricken world. The book begins
with the warm commendations of eight
Christian and non-Christian friends of
David from various professional
backgrounds (including rugby and
oncology). David shares openly about
his struggle from seeking hope for a
cure, to placing his hope in the greatest
cure that Christ offers. The chapter
headings reflect this journey –
Hopeless, Shattered Dreams, Searching
for Hope, Faith, Hope, Love, and Now.

Following the lead of my friend with
cancer, I too would recommend this
book to Christians struggling with
cancer. But if it is to be used as an
“evangelistic tool” the usual questions
about appropriate evangelism apply,
but more intensely because of the
context of vulnerability and grief.
David Burge is minister of Walcha
Presbyterian Church, NSW

Letters to London
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, edited by
Stephen J. Plant and Toni
Burrowes-Cromwell
SPCK, 2013.
Peter Barnes
This work consists of previously
unpublished correspondence from
Bonhoeffer to Ernst Cromwell, who, as
a youth, was confirmed into the
Lutheran Church in London in the
mid-1930s.
Overall, I must confess to being
disappointed with the work. It does

give a helpful
insight into
Bonhoeffer as a
pastor – and he
was a Christian
pastor before he
was anything
else. However,
the actual
letters comprise
only about 30
pages, and the commentary by Stephen
Plant and especially by Toni BurrowesCromwell is somewhat vacuous.
Mrs Burrowes-Cromwell gets excited
when Barack Obama applauds young
people who get involved and engaged,
and presumably implies that this has
some connection with Bonhoeffer’s
message to the world. There was rather
more content to Bonhoeffer’s view of
life, as Burrowes-Cromwell finally
points out on her last page. This is a
short book, but could have benefited by
being made even shorter.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

Handing what could be deemed a
“tract” (for its fairly direct gospel
presentation) to a non-Christian cancer
sufferer may not always be appreciated.
Yet the licence McDonald has with his
readers on account of his own suffering
is not insignificant, nor is the warmth
of tone in which he presents the
Christian’s hope. He is clearly genuine
in his desire to benefit others with the
only hope there is “when every earthly
prop gives way”.
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The Book of the
Covenant

understand. Many excellent
illustrations are consistently used
throughout the book to explain
difficult truths as well as an
excellent practical application
section at the end of each chapter.

B.N. Howard
The Good Book
Company, 2013
Mark Powell
To be honest, I
was not at all
looking forward
to reading this
book. Most of
the books I have read on this topic have
been overly technical theologically and
didn’t really connect what they were
saying to real life today. However, not
long after starting this particular work I
was really glad that I had.
Reformed theologians commonly see
the idea of “covenant” as the defining
paradigm for how the whole entire Bible
fits together. B.N. Howard clearly and
persuasively shows why this is the case.
The book is divided into three parts.
Part 1 explains what a covenant is and
also how the Bible’s seven covenants fit
together to form one overarching
covenant. Part 2 examines the meaning
of each one of these covenants. Finally
part 3 explains how seeing the Bible
“covenantally” helps one to understand
the Scriptures.
The real strength of the book is how
well it is written. While giving evidence
of extensive research and reflection it is
presented in a style that anyone can

What Howard has done (and he
openly confesses this) is take O.
Palmer Roberston’s classic work on
the topic, The Christ of the
Covenants, and make it readable and
accessible to the wider Christian
public. At only 150 pages, this is a
great introduction to the subject and a
book I would highly commend.
Mark Powell is part of the ministerial
team at Cornerstone Presbyterian
Church, Strathfield, NSW

Charles Simeon
An Ordinary Pastor of
Extraordinary Influence
Derek Prime Day One, 2011.
Peter Barnes
Charles Simeon
was the minister at
Holy Trinity
Church,
Cambridge for
more than 50
years, and
exerted a
profound
evangelical
influence in his time and beyond.
Derek Prime has written a most

edifying and powerful biography, which
concentrates on Simeon’s pastoral
labours, especially his preaching, and
his work for India and the Jews.
Simeon called the ministry “the most
valuable, most honourable, most
important and most glorious office in
the world”. He saw his task as to preach
so as to give the biblical text “its just
meaning, its natural bearing and its
legitimate use”.
Yet he recorded: When I began to write
at first, I knew no more than a brute
how to make a sermon – and after a
year or so, I gave up writing, and began
to preach from notes. But I so
stammered and stumbled, that I felt
this was worse than before and so I was
obliged to take to a written sermon
again. At last however reading a sermon
appeared to be so heavy and dull, that I
once more made an attempt with notes;
and determined, if I did not now
succeed, to give up preaching
altogether.” All preachers, take
comfort!
A man with a naturally quick
temper, Simeon often reminded
himself of 2 Timothy 2:24 (“the
servant of the Lord must not strive
[i.e. quarrel])”. In 1819 he
affirmed that “There are but two
objects that I have ever desired for
these 40 years to behold; the one is
my own vileness; and the other is the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ:
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and I have always thought that they
should be viewed together.”
Simeon’s story is one which Christians
ought to know, and draw help from.
Derek Prime has told it well, and it is a
biography to be commended to all
readers, especially pastors.

At the Cross
John Benton
EP Books, 2011
Stuart Bonnington
This 124-page book began as series of
sermons preached at the home church
of the author. In doing so, he was
seeking to go back to some of the key
passages of the Bible which set out the
powerful, life-giving message of Christ
and His Cross. He wanted to refresh
people’s awareness of central gospel
truth in a day when the secular culture
is growing so powerful that even in the
professing evangelical church the grasp
of many on these truths is slipping and
weakening.
At the Cross brings simple yet profound
expositions of faith alone, penal
substitution, justification, imputed
righteousness, Christ’s obedience and

sanctification. Benton also proposes the
reason for the rising unpopularity of
and uncertainty about these evangelical
truths lies in a profound shift in
Western culture away from a moral
culture to a culture of emotion.
“This change can be understood fairly
simply. Whereas previously the word
‘good’ was defined in terms of ‘right’ or
‘wrong’, these days the idea of what is
‘good’ is much more likely to be
understood in terms of what ‘feels
good’. Things are good if they make
you feel happy...In the new culture, life
is not about making right moral
choices. It is about relationships and
feelings...My thesis is that the major
cause of our current confusion about
the gospel is that the culture of emotion
has influenced the thinking of
Christians far more than we realise.
Because we now tend to read Scripture
through emotional rather than moral
spectacles, we have come to feel
uncomfortable about truths like penal
substitution and the imputation of
Christ’s righteousness to the sinner. We
would like to think either that what
were previously regarded as some of the
central tenets of evangelical faith have

been
misunderstood
or else we can
dispense with
them without
doing much
harm,” he
writes.
Benton
argues
correctly
that this culture of emotion
is inimical to true Christianity, which
sees the central problem of human
beings being the moral issue of sin,
which must be dealt with if we are to
enjoy a proper relationship with God
our Creator. Benton sees the rise of the
so-called New Perspective on Paul as a
theological problem which has risen
partly from the culture shift we are
passing through, although its roots lie
in semi-Pelagianism, a subtle
corruption of the gospel. In At the
Cross, Benton unites Bible truth with
deft cultural analysis, which leads to
powerful application of the gospel to
21st century people.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle

$

AP Response Forms
My Donation towards the costs of AP

Please send me my free AP magazine...

Please find enclosed

If you are interested in receiving the AP and are not
currently a subscriber please fill in your details below, and
forward the completed form to the AP office.

Cheque/money order to AP for: $ _____
Please debit $__________ from my

Visa

Mastercard

Account number:

Deliver to:
Name _______________________________________

Expiry date: ____/____ Name on Card ___________________

Address ______________________________________

Signature__________________________________________

____________________ City/Suburb _____________

Please send completed forms to:
AP, PO Box 4014, Croydon Hills VIC. 3136
Phone: (03) 9005 8256 Fax: (03) 9876 1941
Email: manager@ap.org.au

State_______________________ Postcode _________
Country _____________________________________
Phone _______________________________________

AP is provided as a ministry tool through the generous support of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
Editorial Committee: Rev. Peter Hastie (convener), Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (editor), Barney Zwartz (production editor),
Rev. Stuart Bonnington, Rev. Mark Powell and Duncan Parker.
Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor or the National Journal Committee
SPRING 201 4 23

In the name of freedom
we are losing freedoms.

T

he Westminster Confession,
written in the 1640s, declares
emphatically that “God alone
is Lord of the conscience” (XX.II). In
so doing, it is merely reflecting what is
stated in the Word of God. Each
Christian is to be fully convinced in his
own mind (Rom. 14:5), knowing that
each of us will give an account of
himself to God (Rom. 14:12). We are
not to grieve other people on secondary
issues (Rom. 14:15) but to seek peace
and mutual upbuilding (Rom. 14:19).
Defiling or wounding another
conscience is a sin against Christ (1
Cor. 8:7, 12). Even the mistaken
conscience of another is to be respected
(1 Cor. 10:28-29).

A society fleeing from God will think it
is progressing in liberty when it
tramples upon the rights of conscience.
In the USA a Christian photographer
in New Mexico was fined $6700 for
refusing to photograph a lesbian
commitment ceremony; a baker in
Oregon has been threatened with jail
time for declining to bake a cake for a
same-sex “wedding”; a florist in
Washington is being sued by the state
attorney-general for refusing to prepare
an arrangement for a same-sex
“wedding”; a broadcaster on Fox Sports
was sacked after one day in the job for
supporting heterosexual marriage; an

inn in Vermont was fined $30,000 and
forced to close down because it declined
to host a lesbian “wedding”. And so it
goes on in the land of the free.
A Twitter witch hunt led to Brendan
Eich, the CEO of Mozilla, being
removed from his position because he
financially supported Proposition 8 in
California, which sought to confine
marriage to one man and one woman.
Medieval inquisitors could have done
wonders with modern social media, but
perhaps not much more than the
enlightened juggernaut is already doing.
In the United Kingdom in September
2011 a Christian street preacher was
proclaiming John 3:16 to all and
sundry when two homosexual teenagers
asked him what he thought of
homosexuals. He trotted out the not
altogether convincing answer that God
hates the sin but loves the sinner, and
referred them to Revelation 21:8. The
youths responded by performing some
obscenities in front of him, and then
complaining to a passing policeman.
The preacher spent the next 19 hours
in jail.
Regarding abortion, in 2008 the state
of Victoria passed legislation which,
among other things, declared if a health
practitioner had conscientious
objections to abortion, he or she had to

Morality is defined by whatever
the media deems to be fashionable
in contrast to whatever it deems
to be worthy of moral outrage.

the

Conscience
– but whose?

LAST WORD

Peter Barnes

refer the woman to another registered
health practitioner who was known not
to have such objections. The Tasmanian
law of 2013 went further, and provided
for a fine of 75 penalty units and 12
months in jail for anyone who protested
in any way outside an abortion mill
(they ought not to be called clinics).
Abortion was decriminalised but protest
at abortion was criminalised.
One thing that is common to all this sort
of legislation – no matter what the subject
or country – is the disregard of the rights
of conscience, and the rejection of
precious freedoms. In Nineteen EightyFour George Orwell famously asserted
that “If you want a picture of the future,
imagine a boot stamping on a human
face – for ever.” Orwell may not have got
it entirely right. The picture may look
more like endless expensive litigation
and the crushing of any claims to a
moral conscience.
John Henry Newman said that quite
early in his meandering career he came
to rest in “the thought of two and two
only supreme and luminously selfevident beings, myself and my Creator”.
Now, a professedly liberal state is
becoming more devouring in its claims.
Morality is defined by whatever the
media deems to be fashionable in contrast
to whatever it deems to be worthy of
moral outrage. A believer in the presence
of God draws strength to stand against
the world and yet is sensitive to the
conscience of another. An unbeliever is
weak before the fads of the world, and
has little concept of the notion of a
moral conscience. In the name of
freedom, we are losing freedoms.

