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The master
wordsmith
For whom did Christ die?
The war on Christians

Editorial
would not. For example, God does not
comfort suffering Job but declares His
sovereignty and His right to do as He
will (Job 38). Paul does something
similar in defending the doctrine of
predestination (Rom. 9:19-24).

hristian apologetics sounds like
we are apologising for
something, but it actually
means “defence”. How can we go about
defending the Christian faith? In a real
sense, it defends itself, and is selfauthenticating. It only needs to be
proclaimed to be convincing. Yet there
is a place for apologetics. One might go
about it in three possible ways:

(b) Verificationalism. I am not sure if
that is a word, but we press on! Paul
sets up two models in 1 Corinthians
15:12-19. What if the resurrection of
Christ is not true? It would mean that
no sins are forgiven and that the
apostles are liars. What if Christ is risen
from the dead? It means that
Christianity is true in all its claims.
Jesus is indeed the eternal Son of God,
and all His teaching is vindicated.
There is no middle ground.

(a) Presuppositionalism. Here, one
points to the truth of God as the
starting point of the argument rather
than the conclusion. Oddly enough,
Scripture uses this approach when we

(c) Evidentialism. The miracles of Jesus
and the apostles were not done in a
corner, so to speak (John 11:47; Acts
4:16; 26:26). On one occasion, the
risen Christ appeared to over five
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hundred men (1 Cor.15:7). This placed
them in an awkward position. The
resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord. If
He is Lord, He is to be obeyed. If He is
obeyed, His followers were liable to
persecution, even death. So the early
Christians were very certain that they
served a risen Saviour!
There are arguments for God
everywhere in the universe. According
to William Blake,
A riddle, or the cricket’s cry
Is to doubt a fit reply.
The whole creation declares the existence
of the Creator. Hence C. S. Lewis’
tongue-in-cheek warning: “A young man
who wishes to remain a sound atheist
cannot be too careful of his reading.
The Christian can speak with confidence
for truth has power, and the Holy Spirit
is at work in the strangest of places.”
Peter Barnes

COMPASSION
CHILD SPONSORSHIP.

Poverty is not only a lack of food or access to safe water; it can affect every
aspect of a person’s life, denying them opportunities and hope for the future.
Compassion child sponsorship works by providing children with safe places
to play and laugh, the chance to see a doctor when they’re sick, access to
education and the chance to discover Jesus’ incredible love for them. All of
this and more equates to a bright future so that they, and eventually their
own children, can live free from the grip of poverty.

Sponsor a child. Be part of why it works.

DISCOVER HOW
www.compassion.com.au

2 AP

SU B SC RIB E FOR YOUR O WN FREE COPY AT AP. OR G. AU

Jack of all
trades
A superb scholar and commentator,
C.S. Lewis was above all a great man.
Douglas Gresham talks to Peter Barnes

D

ouglas Gresham is a son of Joy
Davidman, an American
writer who came to marry C.
S. Lewis, the great Christian apologist,
literary critic and author of the Narnia
Chronicles, near the end of their lives.
He lived for many years in Tasmania,
and has recently been involved as a
producer in the filming of the Narnia
Chronicles. The Silver Chair is the next
one due. Lewis was known to friends
and family as Jack. He was fond of a
dog named Jacksie which died, or was
killed, when Lewis was four. Lewis then
took on the name Jacksie which later
became Jack.

fled to London with my brother and
me. In 1955 we moved to Oxford
where we met Jack and Warnie (his
brother, Warren). It was a wonderful
atmosphere, full of intellectual
stimulation and learning. It was a new
world to a young boy.

You went through some tough
experiences as a youngster.
Would you like to tell us
something of your earliest
childhood memories?

When my mother fell ill with cancer,
she was not expected to live long at all,
but I had my first experience of God.
Alone in Holy Trinity Church, as a
frightened and lonely 11-year-old boy, I
knelt and silently prayed that my
mother would be permitted to live.
There I met Christ and was given
absolute assurance that my mother
would recover. I was no longer afraid,
no longer grieving. I knew that she
would live. However, that experience
did not cause me to submit to Christ’s
authority at that time.

I was born in New York to a mother
raised as a Jewish atheist. My father had
a Christian background, but he
struggled with his own lifestyle. For all
that, I had a happy childhood until I
was about eight, when my parents’
marriage fell apart and home became a
frightening and insecure place. My
parents split in 1953, and my mother

When it was over, I felt I had walked
back into the Shadowlands, as Jack
would put it. My mother did, in fact,
recover for nearly four years, and they
were the happiest years in Jack and Joy’s
life. Then in 1960 my mother died. My
father came over to England to meet us,
but that was not a great success. I
greeted him rather formally, without

Here was this stooped, balding, professorial
gentleman with long nicotine-stained fingers,
who dressed in the shabbiest clothes I had
ever seen.

much obvious affection. Before long, he
too contracted cancer, and suicided.
What are your earliest memories
of C. S. Lewis? What was he like
as a man and as a stepfather?
When I first met him, I was a little
disappointed. Here was this stooped,
balding, professorial gentleman with
long nicotine-stained fingers, who
dressed in the shabbiest clothes I had
ever seen. He had no interest in looking
fashionable; he could look shabby in a
tuxedo. But he was a wonderful
stepfather. He described himself as not
good with children, and people have
often taken that at face value, and so
one often hears this comment, but he
was a delight for any child to be with.
He talked simply with children but
never talked down to them, and was a
lot of fun. He was never paternalistic
with people, including children –
always very natural with them.
Your mother came from a highly
political, indeed communistic,
background before becoming a
Christian. Lewis, in my view, had
quite a sharp view of how politics
operated but he was essentially
rather apolitical. How did your
mother and Lewis interact in
terms of their ideas and
worldviews?
Jack was not simply “rather apolitical”.
He never read newspapers and was
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totally apolitical. He actually despised
politics. At one stage he actually
thought that Marshal Tito was the king
of Greece. Warnie was horrified at this
lack of political knowledge, and
mocked him in good humour. But Jack
was the greatest psychologist I have ever
met. He understood human beings,
and that is why he could be so astute in
commenting on society in general.
Actually, my mother too outgrew
communism and then politics in
general, and became quite apolitical.
Again, like Jack, she came to see it all as
just meaningless shadow-boxing. The
only people worthy of high political
office are those who do not want it.
Modern political life is dominated by
egotists who do great damage.
In what ways did Lewis influence
your own Christian understanding
and walk?
Hugely, by his example mainly. He
would always answer my questions but
he never preached to me. He lived
Christianity visibly and strongly every
second of every day. It was something I
observed at close hand, and it had the
strongest possible impact on me. He
lived out his faith with Christ as Lord
over every area of life. But he never
pushed his faith on to me. He prayed
constantly, all day in a sense, and I saw
the evidence of his communion with
Christ. It was only later, of course, that
I read what he wrote in his books.
In terms of his theology, Lewis
always struck me as remarkable
for the way he could use common
sense arguments yet they
seemed fresh and new. Would you
say that that is part of his
enduring appeal as a Christian
apologist?
Yes, he was the best wordsmith of the
20th century. He could connect with
everybody. During the war – in 1943 or
1944 – there were pubs in rural
England where silence would descend
while Jack did his broadcasts. Ordinary
people of every ilk would listen

respectfully to the radio to hear what he
said, because they wanted to hear him.
God has put this sense of Himself and
of truth within us all. People knew that
their lives could end at any time, and
Jack spoke meaningfully to them about
this life, and God’s kingdom.
He could be daring. In Mere
Christianity he comments: “I am
not asking anyone to accept
Christianity if his best reasoning
tells him the weight of the
evidence is against it.”
Yes, he was strongly evidential in his
approach. But he would press the
person to keep thinking and reasoning.
He was convinced that the person who
truly and humbly reasoned would
finally be led to Christ. It would be
wrong to think that he accepted that a
person’s reason should be sufficient to
keep him from Christ.
Also, for all his obvious
intelligence, he strove to be a
humble and sympathetic man. In
an unusual way, he did possess
the common touch. Was that your
experience of him too?
Oh yes, remember that he served as a
soldier in the trenches of World War I.
That was a very equalising experience.
He could be friends with royalty and
with gardeners. There was no snobbery
in him. He believed what is obviously
true, that God so often works in a quiet
and unobserved way, and that this work
is what is really significant.
He knocked back a knighthood,
didn’t he?
Yes, Churchill’s government offered
him one, but he thought that he had
simply done his duty, no more. In
World War II he took considerable risks
in travelling about the country, but he
wanted no applause for that. He was
very wary of honours from the world,
both in terms of how they might affect
him and how they might affect his
testimony as a Christian before
unbelievers.

“He was the best wordsmith of the 20th
century. He could connect with everybody.”
4 AP

You must have many insights into
the Narnia Chronicles. Why have
they continued to resonate with
children, and with adults, down
through the years?
Because they are true. Jack believed in
19th century virtues like honesty,
personal responsibility, commitment,
duty, courtesy, courage, and chivalry –
all those qualities which the 20th
century discarded as outdated, to our
great cost. We are going to hell in a
handbag. These great truths resonate
with the human race, and fiction can be
used in the service of truth.
He wrote Christianly but never
made the mistake of thinking that
Christian literature did not need
to be good literature. How did this
come through in his writings?
He never believed that we needed more
Christian books. Bad Christian
literature is bad literature and bad
Christianity. A Christian who writes
books needs to be a genuinely good
writer. He was generous in his spirit. In
his latter years he became quite good
friends with T. S. Eliot, but he never
liked modern poetry, including that of
Eliot himself. Literature did not suddenly
acquire a new status because an author
was a professing Christian. Jack said:
“We do not need more people writing
Christian books, we need more
Christians writing good books.”
He is probably as well-known for
the Screwtape Letters as
anything, yet he found that
draining to write. Are there
lessons in that?
He found it morally draining because
he tried to think like the devil. Indeed,
it was frightening to him that it is
surprisingly easy to think like the devil.
Jack always dealt very seriously with
temptations in his own life. He
understood others because he
understood himself.
In one of his letters, Lewis
comments that “apologetic work
is so dangerous to one’s own
faith. A doctrine never seems
dimmer to me than when I have
just successfully defended it”.
What does that tell us about the
Christian life in this fallen world?
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I actually think it’s a fairly obvious point.
After all, any doctrine that we, as mere
human beings, can successfully defend
must seem to us, for a moment at least,
as containable within our own intellectual
abilities and therefore cannot be a great
and holy truth. The fact, of course, as
we must soon realise, is that it is God
Himself who gives us that defence for
which we are so smugly congratulating
ourselves and thus we are being fooled
by the enemy. We soon wake up and
smile wryly at our own folly.
What are the enduring strengths
of Mere Christianity?
It comes back to truth. The book is not
beholden to any denomination. Its
argument gets into your head and
under your skin. The hearer or the
reader gets the impression that he is
being addressed by someone who
knows him well. While in prison,
Charles Colson became one of
thousands who found that he could not
argue with it but had to surrender.
Some of us think he might have
tried to say more on the
atonement than just that “Jesus
died for sinners”. For example,
“propitiation” is not a much-used
word today but it tells us
something of how the atonement
works in that Christ satisfied the
justice of God.

loss of my mother had done to him. He
grieved, and he grieved deeply. He was
shattered. Stoicism was false, in Jack’s
view. We are not meant to maintain a
stiff upper lip and press on. There is
more to life than that.
Originally, it was just a journal that
Jack kept of how he dealt with my
mother’s death. He left it in a desk
drawer, with no intention of ever
publishing it. One day Roger LancelynGreen came to see how he was coping,
and he was given it to read.
Immediately he thought that it had to
be published. It was to be published
under a pseudonym, Dimidius (Latin
for “Cut in half ”), but at the Faber
publishing company, T. S. Eliot saw it
and recognised it as coming from Jack.
He thought that such a classicalsounding pseudonym would be a
giveaway, so N. W. Clerk (Nat Wilk
Clerk, Anglo-Saxon for “No one knows
the writer”) was used instead.
Funnily enough, some of Jack’s friends
came across the book in bookstores and
thought that it might help him, so they
bought it for him! We ended up with
copies of it all over the house. Only
after his death did it become known
that Jack was the author.
Soon after your mother’s funeral,
Lewis said to you: “It is not

important to succeed, but to do
right. The rest is up to God.” That
seems to have particularly struck
you. Would you care to speak
more on it?
It is a very important piece of advice.
Jack lived this out. One day he was out
walking – I think with J. R. R.
Tolkien – and a beggar approached him
for money. Jack emptied out his pockets
and gave the man a considerable
amount of money. When challenged as
to the wisdom of this because the
beggar would spend it on drink, Jack
replied: “But I would spend it on
drink.” He took very seriously the
biblical injunction to give freely because
he believed that the responsibility was
ours to give, and not to worry about
how the recipient spent what we gave.
Some years back you wrote:
“While C. S. Lewis was a great
scholar, a great writer (in many
genres), a great teacher and a
great theologian, Jack was a
great man.” It seems like that is a
good summary of what you would
say to us about C. S. Lewis, and
about what it means to be a
Christian.
Yes, I would endorse what I wrote back
then. Jack believed in Christ, and lived
out that belief in everyday life.

No, that is all that is needed.
Atonement is a suitable enough word.
Propitiation may give the impression
that God is outraged, and Christ has to
force His hand to be merciful.
No, it is God’s love that leads to
propitiation.
No, “atonement” is fine, or perhaps
“redemption”. There is no need to go
beyond “Christ died for sinners”.
Let’s differ and move on. As a
pastor, I have sought to minister
to a number of grieving spouses,
often widows. Often they have
found A Grief Observed very
helpful, perhaps more helpful than
other books. Why is it still such a
useful book in ministry?
Again, it is raw honest truth; there are
no platitudes in it. He knew what the

The people of Israel are the people of God.
Through the ages there has been ongoing
debate and indeed heated disagreement as
to what exactly Israel is, and her role and
function in the eternal purposes of our God.

29–31 August 2014, Canberra ACT

Our keynote speaker, Kenneth Gentry, will
bring biblical light to bear on this most
important subject.

For registrations & more info
visit www.daniel244.org or
ph (02) 6259 3944

With keynote speaker

Kenneth Gentry
GoodBirth Ministries, USA

WINTER 2 01 4 5

Jesus died for the company
of the elect – and only them.

Salvation

PtyLtd
Bill Medley

D

id Jesus die for all, or only the
elect? The debate often comes
down to an impasse because
words like “all”, “many” and “world”
can have different meanings depending
on context and interpretation.

There are good “proof texts” on both
sides used to play theological pingpong. 2 Peter 2:1 says that false teachers
“deny the owner who bought them”
and this surely “proves” that some were
bought at the cross but did not believe.
The backhand return is that this text is
quoting Deuteronomy 32:6, speaking
of God who “bought” as Creator/owner
rather than as redeemer. And then there
is 1 John 2:2, “He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole
world.” But does “world” mean
everyone, or people from every nation
of the world?
As John Calvin asks, does this mean
Jesus died for the sins of Satan who is
of this world? “World” can mean
Gentiles, evil, or nations in general.
Which qualification do we mean? We
need more proof texts!
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Jesus died as a ransom for “many”
(Matt. 20:28), but could “many” mean
“all”? Look at Revelation 5:9 “…with
your blood you purchased men for God
from every tribe and language and
people and nation.” Surely this nails it.
Purchased! Not every nation, but
people from every nation. The whole
world is represented so Jesus is the
Saviour of the whole world.
So my proof texts are better than yours,
therefore we should all be good fivepoint Calvinists. But somehow not all
are convinced (or is that “many”?).
They have proof texts to volley back

If Jesus died for the
sins of all, then all
have a legal right to
heaven despite their
unbelief because
that is also a sin for
which Jesus died.
and their big ace serve is, “What about
evangelism? If you believe Jesus only
died for the elect, you stifle the free
offer of the gospel.” Don Carson points
out that you couldn’t preach God loves
you because you don’t know whether
the person is elect. The solution offered
by many is that Jesus died for all, but
the Holy Spirit only effectively applies
the atonement to the elect. But unless
you go fully Arminian, this merely
shifts the problem from the cross to the
Holy Spirit. Under this account, the

Holy Spirit limits the atonement and
applies the saving love of God only to
those He intended.
Notice how we have sneakily got away
from trying to determine first what the
Bible says. We are now letting
“consequences for evangelism” drive
our interpretation. What we need is a
big picture (meta-narrative) from
Scripture, that explains and interprets
all those proof texts.
Ephesians 1:3-14 is one long sentence
in the original Greek that turns out to
be a comprehensive list of all those
things we have “in Christ”:
Chosen
Predestined
Adopted
Redemption through His blood
Forgiveness of sins
Knowing the mystery of the future hope.
Planned for the praise of His Glory.
Holy Spirit, guaranteeing inheritance.
It’s the package of salvation. Clearly,
God has a complete saving plan from
beginning to end of what we have in
Christ. It includes the cross! Did you
see it in there? Right in the middle of
that package ...
1:7 “In Him we have redemption
through His blood…”
You can’t yank the cross (redemption
through His blood) out of this list of
things we have ‘in Christ’. To put it
another way, which of these things on
the Ephesians list could we apply to
those who would never believe? Are
those who will never believe “‘chosen”?
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“Adopted”? Do they have the Holy
Spirit? The obvious answer is ‘No!’
These are all part of the salvation
package. The cross is one part of that
package. Carson and others have tried
to make a distinction between the cross
being effective for some and not for
others, but where does the Bible make
that distinction? The cross is one of the
spiritual blessings for those who will be
“in Christ”. This is the meta-narrative
that should drive our interpretation of
the proof texts with words like “all” and
“world”. This salvation package is
summarised in the golden chain of
Romans 8:30. Those He predestined
He also justified (at the cross and
resurrection), but the Ephesians text is
more specific. “Redemption through
His blood”.
John Owen argues that if Jesus died for
the sins of all, then all have a legal right
to heaven despite their unbelief because
that is also a sin for which Jesus died. I
think Owen is too easily dismissed. A
just God cannot punish twice for the
same crime. Jesus paid! Even if you
made the sin of unbelief an exception
and Jesus died for all other sins, it
brings into question the justice of hell
where people are receiving individual
judgment for sin already punished. The
whole point of the cross is its great
work of justice. The debt is paid in full.
When God gave me my wife, I
remember feeling the personal love
God had for me. God has done many

things specific and personal for me as
an individual. And yet we overlook the
personal nature of the cross. “He took
our sins in His body…” (1 Peter 2:24).
He personally took the punishment
that equates with eternal hell for my
particular sins. Without limited
atonement that is not true. If Jesus died
for all then He didn’t personally take
your sin or anyone’s. He just died a
generic death to make salvation
possible. In fact, the cross didn’t
ultimately save you at all because that is
not what separates you from those who
never believe. Here is where this debate
goes from theological ping-pong to a
serious pastoral issue. I have pastored
committed Christians who have had
lifelong struggles with assurance. If
Jesus died for all, including those who
will never believe, then the only thing
that separates you from the unbeliever
is your faith. Where do you look to for
assurance? Your faith, or the cross?
Look at this package in Ephesians. The
assurance is given. Salvation is about
God’s work!
Jesus didn’t do some kind of generic
payment for everyone as in “let’s make
it possible for all to be saved, and then
it’s dependent on us and our faith”.
Believer, your name is written in blood
on that cross. It was a plan!
Is your faith in your faith? What is your
plea on the Day of Judgment? I hope
it’s not “I’ve lived a good life”. I hope
it’s not even, “I believed”. Even the

demons believe and tremble! I hope
your plea and cry is the one thing the
unbeliever can never say – Jesus died
for me, even me! He took away
everything that could rightfully keep
me out of heaven. What ultimately
made me right with God is the cross!
Our faith is in an effective work. The
cross is real! He really died for me.
This is the great hope we have for our
unbelieving family and friends. All that
talk about family members being too
hardened is just Arminian theology.
Our God is determined to save! He has
done the work. He is not leaving it up
to those who are most “open”.
This is exciting. Who has God planned
to save? We don’t know, but He chooses
to save those who are prayed for and
evangelised! Wow. Let’s get praying and
evangelising our friends and loved ones!
God has planned and uses families to
grow His family. If you bury your
talent, then expect nothing. If you go,
remember that He’s already prepared a
harvest from every tribe, tongue and
nation.
And how do you know if you are
chosen yourself? Repent and believe in
the cross and it’s yours. The same God
who predestined is the same one who
says “All who call on the name of the
Lord will be saved.”
Bill Medley is the Presbyterian minister
in Frankston, Victoria
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One
BY
One
Helping unbelievers means
being sensitive to their situations

T

he Scriptures urge believers to
constant readiness to give
reasons for our hope in Jesus
(1 Pet. 3:15). So we want to know how
to defend and commend faith in Jesus
to our neighbours.

Rod and Suan Li are Christians who
desire and pray for the conversion of their
contacts. They are good neighbours
whose hands and heart are generously
open to the people around them.
Let’s look at their contacts. Rod works
with an Anglo-Australian called Sam
who asserts that the only reality is things
than can be experimented on. Suan Li
has befriended a nurse with a
Buddhist/Taoist background. Mui
Khim has a family altar at home and
practises traditional ritual. Rod and
Suan Li have been helping to settle
some new Muslim neighbours,
Mohammad and Farsi, from
Afghanistan. Meanwhile, Ron and Suan
Li have a late-teen daughter, Trish, who
is into the “whatever” stage. For her,
nothing is true, real or right, although
she does a good job of complaining of
things that are unfair around the house.
How can Ron and Suan Li speak to
these people about Jesus? It’s helpful to
distinguish between evangelism, witness
and apologetics.

and brings credit to Him (Matt.
5:16).
• Apologetics is the task and
commending and defending faith in
Jesus by demolishing arguments
raised against Him and taking every
thought captive for Christ (2 Cor
10:5). Apologetics is our focus in
this article.
Can we argue anyone into Christian
faith? People need to understand what
they believe, but understanding is not
the same as believing. Seen this way,
apologetics is just one part of the
evangelistic process. We try to give
arguments that help prepare for faith by
defending belief against objections and
commending it as reasonable.
We must also be aware of our personal
limits in apologetics. Believers should
make ourselves as ready as we can to
defend our faith. Some will be more
able at this than others. It’s good to
know when we have reached our limits
and how to access other people and
resources that can help. For example,
Rod may find himself out of his depth
with Sam, but can perhaps lend him a
Ravi Zacharias DVD.

• Evangelism is the God-led process of
explaining the message about Jesus to
people and leading them towards
repentance and faith (e.g. Mark
1:14-15; Rom. 10:13-15).

It’s crucial to lay good starting points in
apologetics. First, we must be sure we
know the gospel. Anyone who would
commend or defend the gospel must be
inwardly persuaded of its heart. The
gospel is about who Jesus is, what He
did and how we gain His benefits
(Rom. 1:1-6, 16-17 and 1 Cor. 15:1-4).

• We can witness or testify to Jesus by
living in a way that speaks of Him

Second, there are different sides to Jesus
and the gospel. Consider Jesus as
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protector, provider, light, saviour and
Lord. These can provide different access
points through which unbelievers come
to the central gospel message.
Third, know the neighbours. The people
whom we seek to evangelise have different
backgrounds, personalities and worldviews.
Consider Rod and Suan Li’s circle
illustrated above. No single access point
to Jesus is likely to be effective to all. So
we need to know our contacts individually.
What makes them tick? How do they
think about the great questions of reality,
truth, values and meaning?
Effective apologetics defends and
commends belief in Jesus through entry
points and arguments that expose the
weaknesses of an individual person’s
alternative worldviews and which
commends belief at those same entry
points. It needs both to look for the points
of affinity with those worldviews and to
pay attention to the difficult points where
there is a clash. The points of affinity
provide the starting point. The clash
points raise issues where we must engage.
Different schools of apologetics broadly
divide around the two strategies
mentioned in Proverbs 26:4-5.
We “answer not a fool according to his
folly” (v4) when we engage in arguments
that attack the basis of a non-believer’s
worldview. That is, we don’t accept the
very frame of seeing and thinking about
the world. Instead we ask, with
Tertullian, “what has Jerusalem to do
with Athens?” In this strategy we present
and assert a way of seeing and thinking
about the world that has the starting

SU B SC RIB E FOR YOUR O WN FREE COPY AT AP. OR G. AU

faith and which present different
opportunities to talk about Jesus.

points of God as creator and His selfrevelation in Scripture. This approach
(called presuppositionalism) can be
highly effective when done well, as, for
example, by Ravi Zacharias.
A key alternate approach is to “answer a
fool according to his folly” (v5). For the
sake of the argument we assume the
way of looking at the world that the
unbeliever holds. We then work within
his frame to show its inadequacy and
contradictions and to turn its
arguments in favour of Jesus. Paul used
idols and pagan texts, not the
Scriptures, to speak about Jesus in
Athens (Acts 17:22-31). Justin Martyr
spoke of Jesus as the fulfilment of
Greek philosophy in the early second
century. A modern Christian may use
the New World translation of the Bible
to show a Jehovah’s Witness that Jesus is
more than an archangel. Or we may
present scientific arguments for an
orderly universe pointing to a creator or
arguments for the historicity of Jesus.
All these are, broadly speaking,
evidential approaches, and seen in the
work of Josh McDowell.

Sam represents a modernist and
materialist worldview common among
adult Australians. He deals with
evidence and reason-based argument. It
may be important to help him see the
historical basis of the Bible and the
evidence for the historicity of Jesus. It
can also be useful to show that his
materialist worldview gives an
inadequate life-view. For example, he
may dearly love his wife, but if you
analyse that love on the basic of his
worldview it is irrational. His clash
point will be to face the spiritual reality
of the gospel.

Which is the better way to do
apologetics? The answer is “yes”. Both
ways find support in the Scriptures and
both can be used effectively to
demolish false arguments and to
commend faith in Jesus.

Rod and Suan Li’s daughter Trish
represents an opposite worldview. It’s a
form of post-modernism, common
among younger Australians. Trish is
uninterested in evidence or argument
about anything and only interested in
what works for now. She will be
dismissive of the exclusive and universal
claims of Christianity. Her worldview
can be challenged easily. When she
complains that Suan Li is being unfair
by insisting she helps with the dishes,
she can be challenged about her very
idea of “fair” which has no place in her
postmodernism. On the positive side,
Jesus can be presented as the only one
in whom life makes sense, and works.

Consider Rod and Suan Li’s friends. They
each come from quite different world
views that raise different objections to

What of Mui Khim with her
Buddhist/Taoist background? Guilt and
forgiveness have little place in her world
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War on
Christians
The

Persecution is worse now than any time in history
Barney Zwartz

A

s Christian villager Asia Bibi
languished in a Pakistani jail
last September, awaiting her
death sentence by hanging for drinking
water from a Muslim cup, two suicide
bombers killed 85 worshippers in a
Peshawar church.
For Egypt’s Copts, who risk having the
small cross-tattoos many wear on their
wrists burned off with acid by militant
Muslims, the Arab spring has been
wintry. In August it got worse: Muslim
Brotherhood supporters, blaming them
for the army’s removal of President
Mohamed Morsi, attacked more than 100
Christian sites – 42 churches were razed.
In Somalia, al-Shabaab, which
slaughtered dozens of people at a Kenyan
shopping mall last September, has
reportedly vowed to kill every Somali
Christian, and in northern Nigeria
Boko Haram has butchered thousands
of Christians, as well as Muslims they
consider inadequately ideological –
such as those seeking an education.

killing 500, injuring thousands with
machetes, and leaving 50,000 homeless.
A nun was raped and paraded naked
through the streets, watched by police
who arrested no one.
In Burma, Bhutan, Nepal and Sri Lanka
Buddhist militants have murdered
Christians, Muslims and Hindus. In
2010 the Burmese military attacked
Christian minorities from helicopters,
reportedly killing thousands.
These cases are horrific, certainly, but
surely they are disconnected and
accidental acts of cruelty and violence?
Not so, rights observers say: they are all
part of the biggest human rights challenge
now facing the globe – religious
intolerance – and also part of a largely
unobserved global war on Christians.
Things may be worse now for more
Christians than at any time in history,
including under the Roman empire.

we will not face it with the necessary
urgency, he says.
What is happening? Why are Christians
especially at risk, and why are Western
governments, media and churches so
reluctant to acknowledge it, let alone
act? And, as some observers suggest, is
religious persecution heading back to the
West?
Religion is often only one factor in this
violence, part of a combustible cocktail
of racial, ethnic, economic and linguistic
motives, but increasingly – such as with
the rising tide of puritanical Muslim
Salafists – it is the main or only reason.
And in the countries where the problem
is most severe, persecution has
accelerated and deepened in the past two
years. The international Catholic charity
Aid to the Church in Need’s 191-page
report Persecuted and Forgotten, released
late last year, challenged the
international community’s willingness to
stand up for religious freedom.

Four of every five acts of religious
discrimination in the world today are
directed against Christians, according
to the Germany-based International
Society for Human Rights. The secular
US think tank the Pew Forum says
Christians face harassment or
oppression in 139 nations, nearly threequarters of all the countries on earth.

“War” does not mean a unified
campaign directed by a single
coordinating mind. But it is no
exaggeration, Vatican analyst John
Allen argues in his new book, The
Global War on Christians, because it
represents a “massive, worldwide
pattern of violence and oppression
directed against a specific group of
people, often explicitly understood by
its perpetrators as part of a broader
cultural and spiritual struggle”. If we
are not honest enough to call it a war

It is not just Muslims, who themselves
often face horrendous persecution, who
attack Christians. In the Indian state of
Orissa, Hindu nationalists attacked
Christians in a vicious pogrom in 2008,

These horrific cases are all part of the
biggest human rights challenge now facing
the globe – religious intolerance.
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The report calls the flight of Christians
from the Middle East an exodus of
almost biblical proportions. “Incidents of
persecution are now apparently relentless
and worsening: churches being burnt,
Christians under pressure to convert,
mob violence against Christian homes,
abduction and rape of Christian girls,
anti-Christian propaganda in the media
and from government, discrimination in
schools and the workplace.”
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Long-time religious liberty analyst and
advocate Liz Kendal says that when she
began monitoring religious violence 15
years ago “I was reporting on an attack
here or there, usually a militant who
came in and attacked a missionary.
Now it’s pogroms, where people
massacre their neighbours with
machetes and with impunity,” says the
Melbourne-based advocacy director of
Christian Faith and Freedom.
This is a frightening new feature, that
neighbours join or lead the brutality.
“One of the disturbing things about
Syria is not just all the al-Qaeda linked
groups, but that local Muslims
welcome them. They want their
Christian neighbours to leave.”
Persecution can be a nebulous term.
Both Christians and Muslims in the
West have used it to refer to non-life
threatening discrimination. American
scholar Charles Tieszen’s definition is a
good one: any unjust action of mild to
intense levels of hostility, directed at
people belonging to a religion resulting
in varying levels of harm, in which the
victim’s religious identification is the
main motive.
Todd Johnson, of Gordon Conwell’s
Centre for the Study of Global
Christianity, estimates 70 million
Christians have died for their faith, 45
million of them in the 20th century.
John Allen notes that “this boom in
religious violence is still very much a
growth industry. Christians today are
by some order of magnitude the most
persecuted religious body on the

planet”, suffering not just martyrdom
but all forms of intimidation and
oppression in record numbers.
The US Commission on International
Religious Freedom, which monitors
religious persecution and names the
worst offenders in an annual report,
listed 16 nations guilty of “heinous and
systematic” offences in its 2012 report.
Only one group is under attack in all
16 nations: Christians. (The countries
are Burma, China, Egypt, Eritrea, Iran,
Iraq, Nigeria, North Korea, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and
Vietnam.)
Open Doors lists 25 countries as most
hazardous, 18 of them Muslim-majority
nations – six in Asia, seven in Africa,
eight in the Middle East, and four in
the former Soviet empire. As Allen notes,
this shows that it really is a global war.
The Middle East, the birthplace of
Christianity, may soon be emptied of
its adherents, and of other religious
minorities. In Iraq, which had 1.5
million Christians before the first Gulf
War, the total is now possibly as little as
a 10th of that. Most have fled, but
unnumbered thousands have been killed.
Muslims also suffer greatly – in Buddhist
Burma and Thailand, in Hindu India
and communist China, and in Muslim
countries where their particular form is
a minority. Hindus are persecuted in
Buddhist countries, such as Sri Lanka.
Iranian authorities, brutal against
Christians, are even more vicious when

it comes to Baha’is. Persecution seems
an equal-opportunity affair.
Nor are Christians immune from
perpetrating violence, as the world has
seen in Rwanda, the Congo and
Yugoslavia in the past 20 years. Yet
when it comes to victims, they are well
out in front. Why?
World Evangelical Alliance spokesman
Thomas Schirrmacher says a number of
factors combine. Christianity is much
the biggest religion, so its numbers are
likely to be large, and it is experiencing
enormous growth in dangerous places
where that makes established groups
feel threatened. Religious nationalists
tend to identify Christianity with
Western colonialism. Christians,
supported by better international
networks, also tend to be more
outspoken in advocating rights and
democracy and in opposing corruption.
Dictators fear that Christians do not
give them the undivided allegiance they
demand (think North Korea, China or
Vietnam), while some commentators
even suggest Christians help bring
suffering on themselves because of their
willingness to turn the other cheek –
militant Muslims might be more wary
if they didn’t have impunity, if
Christians too adopted suicide bombing.
Why, 1700 years after the Edict of
Milan, in which Constantine decreed
religious tolerance in the Roman
empire, is religious intolerance so
savage? A number of cross currents have
come together, including rising
religious nationalism, Islamic
fundamentalism driven particularly by
Saudi Arabia’s petrodollars, victory for
Islamists against Russia in Afghanistan,
which sent the jihadis back to their
homes with ambitions entrenched, and
the loss of American political influence
after the global financial crisis.
This has been encouraged by a shameful
apathy or denial by first world leaders.
When it comes to secular politics, the
victims are too Christian to matter
much to the Left, who are much more
comfortable bashing the doubtless
legitimate but comparatively minor
target of Israel. And they are too brown
or too foreign to matter much to most
on the Right.
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Secularists also tend to think of
Christians as the oppressor, not the
oppressed. When they picture
persecution they turn to history: the
Crusades, the Inquisition, Europe’s
savage 17th century religious wars, and
colonial exploitation. But, as John
Allen observes: “Today we do not live
on the pages of a Dan Brown potboiler,
in which Christians are dispatching
mad assassins to settle historical scores.
Instead, they’re the ones fleeing
assassins others have dispatched.”
He also cites two sets of “blinders”.
Christians in the West can overstate the
struggles they face from an increasingly
post-Christian state, which diminishes
sympathy for the Christians in real
danger. Second, Western powerbrokers
tend to underestimate the role religion
plays in persecution in the third world,
its consistency as a driver.
Liz Kendal says there was a brief period
when the US made a difference
through its religious freedom bill.
Introduced in 1998, this worked well
for a decade, but collapsed with the
global financial crisis in 2008 when the
US economic clout “evaporated
overnight, and religious liberty was
affected immediately, especially in
China and Iran,” she says.
“Now the gloves are off. Persecution
with impunity is the order of the day,
and no one can stop it. America could
threaten sanctions, and things would
settle down, but those days are over. ”

but it is on the way in the West, if in a
different form, she says. Where
Christian social conservatism was once
mainstream, she predicts Christians will
face jail and other sanctions if they do
not toe the fast-changing secular line
on such issues as condoning
homosexuality and same-sex marriage.

Kyi has been silenced, or the religious
hatred that is directed against ethnic
minorities. In Sudan, the Islamic
regime is running a declared jihad
against the African Christians, who are
sitting on the last of the country’s oil.
“It’s genocide taking place before our
eyes, and we’re not talking about it.”

Cardinal Francis George, the Catholic
Archbishop of Chicago, made a similar
prediction, noting in 2010: “I expect to
die in bed, my successor will die in
prison, and his successor will die a
martyr in the public square.”

Paul Marshall, author of Blind Spot –
When Journalists Don’t Get Religion,
thinks another factor is that so few
journalists are Christian. Thus they
tend to think that religion doesn’t have
any intellectual content, it is merely
feelings and emotion, so is not worth
learning about.

And why does mainstream Western
media miss the big picture? “That’s the
million dollar question, and I don’t
know,” Kendal replies. She suggests it is
a combination of ignorance by
journalists about the historical and
political context of persecution and a
political correctness that will not allow
them to criticise Muslims for fear of
being labelled racist or Islamophobic.
“It’s just too hot to handle,” she says.
“Turn on your TV and there is a young
BBC reporter in Syria saying ‘these
freedom fighters are fighting for
democracy’. And behind him are
bushy-bearded Jihadists waving a black
flag and shouting ‘Allahu akbar’ (‘God
is great’), fresh from cutting throats.”
In Burma, Kendal says, Western
journalists believe the regime’s talk of
reform and don’t realise Aung Sang Suu

Marshall, a senior fellow at the Hudson
Institute for Religious Freedom in
Washington, says the churches, in turn,
are not very good at talking to
journalists. It’s easy, too, to overlook
that opponents such as Osama Bin Laden
have a coherent, intelligent view of the
world, even if we disagree with it.
Meanwhile suffering Christians might
find scant consolation in the knowledge
they were warned, with an
accompanying promise – Jesus says, in
the Gospel of John: “In the world you
shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world.”
This is an edited version of an article that
ran in The Age and other Fairfax Media
publications.

Kendal is scathing about Western
churches, saying they often deliberately
avert their eyes. “The Western churches
are so happy having a nice time in
celebratory worship, they don’t want
the burden of this knowledge (of what
is happening to their brethren). Pastors
feel under pressure to have their
congregations leave the church feeling
upbeat.”
She says the churches have to stop
expecting political solutions. “The
cavalry is not going to come over the
hill, and it’s not where the church’s faith
should be anyway.”
Her pessimism runs deep. Not only is
religious persecution unstoppable in
Islamic and other third world countries,
12 AP
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No way is Noah
revelation
The new Hollywood blockbuster
is a flood of ideological distortion

Peter Hastie

T

he film Noah, which is the
brainchild of Darren
Aronofsky, has run into some
stormy weather recently (sorry for the
pun). Those of us who were familiar
with the Genesis narrative quickly
became aware, if we weren’t already,
that the Hollywood version of the story
bore little resemblance to the biblical
one.

Essentially, what Aronofsky has done is
to reinterpret the events of the flood
and Noah's involvement in it simply by
looking at the event itself, minus any
accompanying biblical interpretation.
The result: the audience is drowned in
a flood of ideological distortion in
which the event is presented as the
judgment of God upon Cain’s
descendants for their environmental
vandalism, industrialisation and urban
growth.
Forget about sin, wickedness and their
offence to God. This is the age of
political correctness. The story has been
re-invented, or perhaps mutated,
through the application of a secular
hermeneutic, augmented with a dash of
naturalism and a dose of gnosticism.
What has happened in the re-telling of
this event – 21st-century style – is that

the account of the flood has become a
nose of wax that has been manipulated
in a specific direction by the film’s
producer. The original interpretative
framework has been excised – that is,
the Scriptural explanation – leaving
Aronofsky free to write his own
maverick narrative.
One of the most important aspects of
this familiar Bible story is what it tells
us about how God reveals Himself.
Since 1859, when F. D. Maurice
published his book What is Revelation?,
theologians in the English-speaking
world have engaged in spirited debates
about the precise location of divine
revelation. Is it to be found in the
specific words of the Bible, or is it more
precisely situated in God's acts?
The traditional view of revelation has
located it in the words – specifically,
the combination of words that we refer
to as propositions (whether
affirmations, denials, or descriptions).
The more modern view, first advanced
by higher critics and then popularised
by neo-orthodox theologians in the
20th century, is that God's revelation
takes place in His deeds or through
events and encounters, the record of
which we find in Scripture. It is

If the revelation is found in the words
themselves, then the message is fixed
and certain.

important to note that those who
believe that the revelation is contained
in the events do not assign any
revelatory value to the actual words that
Scripture uses to describe them.
And here is the nub of the problem. If
divine revelation takes place in events
or encounters – and not in divinely
inspired words – then it is possible to
assign a variety of meanings to these
events. Point in case: the film Noah. On
the other hand, if the revelation is
found in the words themselves, then
the message is fixed and certain.
We must not minimise the importance
of words in God's revelation. When the
Scriptures refer to themselves as the
“oracles of God”, they are reminding us
that they are a series of utterances of
which God is the author and the
prophets are the writers (Rom. 3:2; 1
Pet. 4:11). The Bible, in its words and
statements, is the place where God
speaks. As Jesus says to the Sadducees:
“Have you never read what was spoken
to you by God?” (Matt. 22:31).
Revelation apart from the words of
Scripture is unreliable. As the apostle
Paul says, “If the trumpet does not
sound a clear call, who will get ready
for battle?” (1 Cor. 14:8). Without a
stable revelation, we have no basis for
Christian belief or action. The film
Noah proves it.
Peter Hastie is principal of the Presbyterian
Theological College of Victoria
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World news
Faiths fight slavery
Australian mining magnate and
philanthropist Andrew Twiggy Forrest’s
fight against modern slavery has taken a
leap forward with the launch of the
Global Freedom Network in Rome on
March 17.
Led by Pope Francis, Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby and the
Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Mohamed ElTayeb, in Egypt, the network’s mission
is to put an end to human trafficking
and slavery by the end of the decade.
The network will encourage
governments and corporate leaders to
slave-proof their supply chains and
boycott suppliers who use slave labour.

Mr Forrest, who launched the Walk
Free Foundation in 2012 with a
mission to end slavery within a
generation, said he hoped to recruit the
leaders of other faiths such as Hindus
and Shia Muslims to the new
foundation.

85 own half the
planet: Oxfam
The world’s elite have rigged laws in
their own favour undermining
democracy and creating a chasm of
inequality across the globe, charity
Oxfam said in advance of the recent
annual get-together of the world’s most
powerful at Davos.
Inequality has run so out of control,

Thrilling stories of courage, dedication
and the power of God
Australian missionary Dick McLellan tells the extraordinary story of how
the gospel came to a remote region of Africa. These remarkable books
are now published in new editions, that will thrill your hearts with the
power of the Gospel to reach, change and transform people.
“These stories will delight, shock, encourage, challenge
and provoke you… put them on your reading list immediately!”

that the 85 richest people on the planet
“own the wealth of half the world’s
population,” Oxfam said in an
introduction to a new report on widening
disparities between the rich and poor.
The report exposes the “pernicious
impact” of growing inequality that
helps “the richest undermine
democratic processes and drive policies
that promote their interests at the expense
of everyone else”, the statement said.
The World Economic Forum, which
organises the Davos talkfest, warned
that the growing gulf between the rich
and the poor represents the biggest
global risk in 2014.
UCA

Ukraine Catholics fear
Russian rule
A Ukrainian Catholic priest in Crimea
said church members are alarmed and
frightened by the Russian military
occupation and fear their communities
might be outlawed again if Russian rule
becomes permanent.
Father Mykhailo Milchakovskyi, a
pastor in Kerch, Ukraine, said: “No one
knows what will happen. Many people
are trying to sell their homes and move
to other parts of Ukraine. Our church
has no legal status in the Russian
Federation, so it’s uncertain which laws
will be applied if Crimea is annexed.
We fear our churches will be
confiscated and our clergy arrested.”
An unofficial referendum in March is
believed to be the precursor to Russian
President Vladimir Putin annexing
Crimea.
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Ukrainian Catholics make up about 10
percent of Crimean peninsula’s 2
million inhabitants. Under Soviet rule,
from 1946 to 1989, the Catholic
church was outlawed.
CNS

Ancient necropolis
opens in Rome

when plans to build a parking lot on
what appeared to be an undeveloped
field uncovered a small part of the 3,000square-metre necropolis. Now, two
generations and hundreds of thousands
of dollars later, the Vatican is ready to
let the public see what it uncovered.

In the first century B.C., a grassy
hillside just north of what is now St.
Peter’s Square was used as a burial place
for local Romans. It remained in use
through dozens of mudslides and
avalanches, until the early fourth
century, when work on St. Peter’s
Basilica began and the more than 1000
graves were covered over and forgotten.

The Roman Necropolis of the Via
Triumphalis illustrates changing burial
traditions and the city’s evolution from
a pagan capital into its earliest days as a
Christian city. Mudslides and
avalanches helped preserve much of
what has been uncovered. Some marble
statues still bear signs of paint; a child’s
remains show he still clenches a coin
placed between his teeth according to
the burial traditions of the time.

It remained that way until the 1950s,
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peace deal with a rival faction.
The bodies were among at least 52 dead
Bangsomoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF) rebels found following six days
of fighting in Maguindanao province.
“We condemn the practice of using
child soldiers.... This violates not just
our laws but international laws as well.
Minors have no place in the battlefield,”
said Abigail Valte, spokeswoman for
President Benigno Aquino.

Cardinals not
courtiers: Pope

Child soldiers killed

In a forceful message to more than 100
scarlet-clad cardinals arrayed before
him, Pope Francis warned them that
they are “not a royal court” and told
them to avoid “habits and ways of
acting typical of a court: intrigue, gossip,
cliques, favoritism and preferences”.

The office of Philippines President
Benigno Aquino said it was “disturbed”
by the discovery of the remains of at
least three Muslim rebel child soldiers
following clashes earlier this year with
the military as the government signed a

Francis has repeatedly called on clerics
to live simply and humbly, and at a
service a day earlier in which he added
19 new members to the College of
Cardinals the pope also told them to
work together and avoid “rivalry,
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jealousy, factions.”
His February homily came just before
the first anniversary of the resignation
of Pope Benedict XVI, who stepped
down after his papacy was repeatedly
undermined by scandals and infighting
in the Roman Curia.
Religion News Service

Rally against militants
More than 100,000 people have rallied
in Karachi to call for strong military
action against Islamic militants as
another bomb blast killed 13 people in
the country’s north-west region.
Women, children and members of
minority communities took part in the
demonstration led by the liberal
political party, Muttahida Qaumi
Movement, to express solidarity with
the Pakistani armed forces in their fight
against Taliban insurgents.
Addressing demonstrators by phone,
the movement’s London-based leader,
Altaf Hussain, warned that Pakistan
faced an ongoing threat from the
growing menace of extremism. “The
Taliban are a cancer for Pakistan. They

16 AP

are cancer for the whole of humanity,”
he said.
The rally passed a resolution
condemning suicide attacks and
bombings. “Today’s gathering
announces that Sikhs, Hindus,
Christians and members of other
minorities are equal citizens of
Pakistan,” the statement read.
Religion News Service

SBY ‘fails’ Christians
A new report on rising religious
intolerance in Indonesia points a finger
at President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
and the Indonesian government for
failing to protect religious minorities.
Indonesia “is at a crossroads”, facing a
rising tide of Muslim fundamentalism,
much of it imported from the Middle
East, says the report published on
February 25 by the rights group
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW).
Despite the president’s “uplifting
rhetoric”, his government has failed to
protect minorities, prevent violence or
deliver justice, it says. Worse, CSW
adds, the president “has made speeches

which have given licence to the forces
of intolerance and has allowed some of
his ministers to make extremely
inflammatory remarks.”
UCA

Yonggi Cho convicted
The founding pastor of the world’s
largest Pentecostal congregation has
been sentenced to three years in prison
for embezzling 13 billion won ($A13.2
million) in church funds.
David Yonggi Cho, 78, founded Yoido
Full Gospel Church, an Assemblies of
God-affiliated denomination that has
grown to more than 1 million members.
On February 20 the Korean pastor was
convicted of embezzlement as part of a
scheme in which he arranged for the
church to buy stock from his son Cho
Hee-jun at more than three times the
market price.
Hee-jun was sentenced to three years in
prison for colluding with his father,
whose sentence was suspended for five
years. Cho was also fined nearly $A5
million.
Christianity Today
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Words for Muslims only

Copts shot in Libya

Following a decision to implement
Shari’ah law in the country, the Brunei
government has banned 19 Islamic
words from use by non-Muslims. The
words, which include Allah—long used
by regional Christians to refer to
God—and other words with religious
associations, can no longer be used in
reference to other religions after the
new penal code takes effect in April,
according to the Brunei Times.

In the latest sign of Coptic Christians’
troubles spreading beyond Egypt, seven
Christian men have been shot
execution-style on a beach outside
Benghazi, security officials in Libya
have announced. The bodies were
found with gunshots to the head in an
area where kidnappings and
assassinations are common and Islamist
militants are active, Reuters reports.

The government also plans to
implement strict punishment for
crimes, including death by stoning for
adultery and amputation of limbs for
theft.
Brunei, an independent state bordered
by Malaysia, is located on the northwest edge of Borneo Island in the South
China Sea. Its population of 416,000 is
67% Muslim and ethnic Malay. The
country rose this year from No. 27 to
No. 24 on Open Doors’ World Watch
List for severe Christian persecution.
Christianity Today

The victims “had been abducted from
their homes by armed men,” reports
Middle East Concern. “These gunmen
had gone door-to-door through an
apartment building searching for
residents who were Christian.”
Libya, particularly the Benghazi area, is
hostile to Christianity. Most of Libya’s
Christians are foreign workers.
Christianity Today

‘God hates fags’
preacher dead
The Rev. Fred Phelps, the virulently
anti-gay preacher who drew wide
attention for staging demonstrations at
military funerals to proclaim his belief

that God is punishing America for its
tolerance of homosexuality, has died in
Topeka, Kansas. He was 84.
Mr Phelps, who founded and led
Westboro Baptist, a small, independent
church in Topeka, was a much-loathed
figure at the fringe of the American
religious scene, denounced across the
theological and political spectrum for
his beliefs, his language and his tactics.
His congregation, which claims to have
staged tens of thousands of
demonstrations, is made up almost
entirely of his family members, many of
whom lived together in a small Topeka
compound, although in recent years
some of his children and grandchildren
had broken with the group.
He believed that the United States was
beyond saving, and he devoted his life to
traveling with a small band of protesters
to highlight what he saw as America’s
sinfulness and damnation. “You’re not
going to get nowhere with that slop that
‘God loves you’,” he said in a newspaper
interview. “That’s a diabolical lie from
hell without biblical warrant.”
New York Times
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Charismatic
Chrysostom
To the great preacher,
an authentic life was what shaped the words
Peter Moore

F

ourth century preacher John
Chrysostom was one of the
greatest orators in Christian
history. “Goldenmouth”, as the name
translates into English, preached in
Antioch as a priest and assistant bishop
and later as bishop at Constantinople.
The great French reformer John Calvin
(1509-1564) called him “the most
eminent” of the ancient preachers
because of his commitment to preach
the plain meaning of scripture to plain
people.

This article is a study in Chrysostom’s
art in motivation and transformation.
My central idea follows: although
Chrysostom has often been pictured as
a moralist preacher — someone who
focuses primarily on external behaviour
— that is far from the truth.
Chrysostom seeks more than this: a
profound change in his listeners. He
pursues a re-orientation of life, a
personal transformation that comes
very much from within.
Chrysostom does this through
presenting the heart and mindset of
biblical characters like Paul, or Christ,
or even God the Father to his
congregation. Chrysostom believed that
it is when one person reveals herself
(and particularly her mindset – or
perhaps better, chosen life trajectory) to
another person, that second person will
be changed by the experience.
Chrysostom saw that it is truth as it
practically orients a person’s life choices
18 AP

that is the most powerful agent of
transformation in the lives of others
who are watching.
Chrysostom was born in about 347 AD
in Antioch, a Roman city of about
300,000 people. One of the great cities
of its time, it was cosmopolitan in its
ethnic, religious and economic
diversity. Born into a relatively wealthy
family, he studied rhetoric in one of the
Antioch schools. However, Chrysostom
broke away from his Greek rhetorical
heritage. Instead of embracing a
prosperous future in the Imperial
service, he spent years as a monk. It was
only when his health broke down that
he returned to Antioch.
Chrysostom’s rise to prominence as an
orator took place during a particularly
turbulent period in his native Antioch.
About one year after his ordination as
priest, the city was engulfed in crisis
because of the unlawful destruction of
statues of the emperor. For the next few
weeks, Chrysostom preached to a
terrified city under the threatening

For the next few
weeks, Chrysostom
preached to a
terrified city under
the threatening
likelihood of savage
imperial retribution.

likelihood of savage imperial
retribution. However, the young
preacher stood the test, the vengeance
of the emperor was mitigated, and
Chrysostom’s reputation was made.
In Chrysostom’s preaching career as
priest and bishop he seems to have been
widely loved. Unfortunately, his clear
biblical exposition was not always
tactful, and his blunt talk displeased the
emperor (and more particularly the
empress). Yet throughout these years
Chrysostom enjoyed the support of
most of his congregation. When the
emperor orchestrated his exile and
eventual death in 407, Chrysostom
remained a popular hero.
Many discussions of Chrysostom’s
preaching have portrayed him as a
moralist who is interested only in good
and evil deeds. By implication, he is less
interested in engaging humanity at a
more profound level.
Australian scholar Ray Laird has
challenged this idea of Chrysostom as
moralistic in his important 2012 study
Mindset, Moral Choice and Sin in the
Anthropology of John Chrysostom (Early
Christian Studies. Strathfield: St Pauls
Publications, 2012.) Laird claims that
for Chrysostom the gnōmē, which
Laird translates as “mindset”, is the
heart and centre of our humanity. Laird
defines gnōmē (and his English
equivalent) as “the way in which the
psyche is habitually inclined”.
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Rigor and conformity
are wonderful, but
they must be
embodied in an
accessible and
authentic life.
There are two ways that mindset is
important in Chrysostom’s preaching
theory. First, Chrysostom believed that
the choices we make in life are
determined by our overall mindset.
Choices are not random or chaotic; on
the whole they are made in pursuit of a
big-picture trajectory in life. Mindset in
Chrysostom is a chosen life trajectory.
For Chrysostom this trajectory is
foundational and sets a direction and
agenda for everything else. Chrysostom
even refers to gnōmē as “the way of the
soul”. It is a life vector! It is this
mindset which preaching must engage.
Once the hearer adopts a new trajectory
in life, all other godly choices will come
from this.
The second element of Chrysostom’s
preaching theory is how the preacher
engages and changes that life trajectory.
He says you engage and transform a
person’s mindset by exposing it to
another person’s firmly held and clearly
articulated mindset. What really
matters to one person, the trajectory of
one person, as it is made explicit, has a
power of influence and transformation
over what matters to another, their
trajectory. The things we strive to
pursue in life are infectious.

teacher’s own life. A clearly articulated
and firmly held trajectory can be so
compelling that it can win over
opponents and other observers who
come to adopt the same trajectory.
Chrysostom’s preaching theory resonates
with my own experience of
transformation being an interpersonal
experience. It is not so much “ideas”
that transform, as truth. “Truth” can be
understood as ideas embodied in real
persons, given expression by persons
and applied in their lives. Here we move
from the philosophical to the relational,
from the abstract to the concrete. In my
own life, it has been the teachers,
pastors and mentors who have revealed
their earnest life direction (their gnōmē
or mindset) who have provoked me to
lasting change. Passion is infectious! A
leader who is going somewhere, offering
a coherent and consistent personal life
direction, and who puts that gnōmē on
display in an authentic life accessible to
his or her followers, has great power to
influence others to follow.
This is true of us because it is also true
of God. I think that is what the gospel
itself is and what it produces! God
came into the world to give effect to
and embody His goals for the world:
his chosen life trajectory. The church
today is the fruit of the power of that
mindset of God.

If we accept Chrysostom’s model, our
preaching will constantly present the
chosen life trajectory of the author of
each Bible text, of each biblical
character, and of God. This will drive
our exposition.
We also need ourselves to have a chosen
life trajectory driven by the gospel, and
to reveal that to others. The gospel as
embodied in our lives will have
transformative power for others. If all
this is so, then openness and
authenticity are two key skills of a Bible
preacher and church leader, not just
scholarly rigour and ideological
conformity. Rigor and conformity are
wonderful, but they must be embodied
in an accessible and authentic life.
Personal transformation takes place not
through the power of abstract truths,
but by an encounter with truth
embodied in persons. In particular, that
truth involves our chosen life trajectory.
It is more than ideas that we need to
communicate. It is values that will
transform others: our revelation of the
things that we and God himself strives
for – the things that really matter to us.
Peter Moore is involved with The
Timothy Partnership, a Sydney-based
online ministry training initiative by
Anglican Youthworks and Presbyterian
Youth.

This affects our exegesis. It is not just
the preacher’s clearly articulated life
trajectory that may operate on listeners,
but better, the exposition of the chosen
life trajectory of each biblical writer.
Laird notes the importance for
Chrysostom of wrestling with the
mindset of the biblical writers, and to
ask of each text: why is the author
saying this? What are they trying to
achieve? How does it reveal what is
important to them and thus show their
chosen trajectory?
Also Chrysostom believes that the
teacher’s mindset is grasped by the
students through the shape of the
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Books
You Lift Me: Up
Overcoming Ministry
Challenges
Albert N. Martin
Fearn: Mentor, 2013.
Peter Barnes
Ministerial burnout rages
all across the churches of
the West, and medical
treatments, retreats,
holidays, and
counselling sessions
have not been able to
reverse the trend. In
response to this
perilous situation, Al
Martin deals with a number of specific
warnings, then looks at the restoration
of a convicted pastor. Scripture, history,
and pastoral experience are all put to
good use to help the struggling pastor
to maintain a godly and persevering
focus.
There is much honest realism here, and
it is noteworthy that two of the
warning chapters are devoted to care for
the physical body. This is a work that
deserves to be read by ministers. It
would be a most suitable and helpful
study for a ministers’ fraternal or
fellowship to use as a basis for collective
study. Good would surely come of this,
and congregations would ultimately
benefit. We can be thankful that these
thoughts have been put into print.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP

Against the gods
John D. Currid
Crossway: 2013
Mark Powell
Currid is one of the world’s
leading conservative Old
Testament evangelical scholars
and his latest book is a brilliant
introduction on how the early
20 AP

chapters of Genesis interact with its
original cultural and religious setting.
In particular, Currid argues that the
Bible takes a polemical approach – that
is, rather than “borrowing” from the
ideas of the nations and incorporating
them into its own worldview, the
author of Genesis is
interacting with and
critiquing them.
If we take the traditional view
that Moses is indeed the
author of Genesis then this is
what we should expect. In Acts
7:22 we’re told that, “Moses
was educated in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians…” It is only
fitting then that, being inspired
by God to write about the
creation of the world, that he should
also express the divine truths in such a
way as to refute pagan error.
This short book (fewer than 150 pages)
is an excellent introduction to how the
Bible interacts with the literature of the
Ancient Near East. The opening
chapter alone, outlining a brief history
of Ancient Near Eastern studies, is
worth the price of the book. However,
the subsequent sections covering
specific sections in Genesis 6-9 and
Moses and the early chapters of the
book of Exodus also offer up a number
of excellent insights.
I would highly recommend this book
to anyone, especially to those though
who have engaged in some form of
formal theological studies. It is by a
faithful scholar and
gifted writer whose
work is both highly
accessible and
interesting.
Mark Powell is part
of the ministerial
team at Cornerstone
Presbyterian Church,
NSW

The Fear of God: A
Forgotten Doctrine
Arnold L. Frank
Nordskog
Publishing (2nd
Ed): 2008.
Isaac Overton
“Addressing the
subject of the
fear of God in
the preaching of
the Puritans
usually elicits assumptions that it is a
negative subject, one that was once in
order but has now been supplanted
with the improved emphasis on the love
of God,” writes Arnold Frank. “Such a
response is typical in the broader
evangelical church of this generation.”
Reading Frank’s book, one is struck by
just how accurate his title is. It is
indeed a forgotten doctrine in the
church today. Frank insightfully
unpacks aspect after aspect of what it
means to fear God, and as the various
Scriptures on the subject piled up I
could hardly believe that I had given it
so little deliberate attention in the past.
Frank ably looks at such topics as
ungodly fear, provisionally Godly fear,
perpetually Godly fear, worshipinclining fear and others. If you’re like
me, these may not have a great deal of
meaning for you at first – probably an
indication of how far we have to go in
understanding what it means to fear
God. But I also hope that if you are like
me, you will be richly blessed,
challenged, encouraged and perhaps
rebuked by what you read in this book.
In an age where the church emphasises
the doctrines of love and forgiveness,
we must take special care that we do
not do so to the detriment to
proclaiming the full counsel of God –
including this crucial doctrine of the
fear of God. After all, as Psalm 130
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teaches us: “But with you there is
forgiveness, that you may be feared.”
Isaac Overton is studying at the Reformed
Theological College, Geelong.

‘But I Say to You …’
John Stott
IVP: 1970, revised
2013.
Peter Barnes
This is a set of
eight studies on
some of Christ’s
controversies
with the
Pharisees and
Sadducees. It was
originally issued in 1970 as Christ the
Controversialist. Since Stott died in
2011 at the age of 90, it was felt that
the book should be back in print, but
with some minor revisions. Nothing
new has been added to the original text,
but some applications of the day have
been omitted.
This is a most worthwhile book, and
can easily form the foundation of a
sermon series or a set of Bible studies.
At the risk of appearing unnecessarily
churlish, it should be pointed out that
Stott was not one who revelled in
controversy (which is commendable),
but this led him into clear compromise
(which is to be deplored). For example,
in dealing with Jesus’ confrontation
with the Sadducees over the

resurrection of the body (Matt. 22:2333), Stott declares, rightly, that
“authentic Christianity – the
Christianity of Christ and his apostles –
is supernatural Christianity”. Yet in his
1990 exchange with the liberal, David
Edwards, Stott says that those who
deny the bodily resurrection of Jesus
do not necessarily forfeit the right to
be called Christians – an obvious
departure from Paul’s vigorous
assertion in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.
It is hard to get it right in the heat of
controversy. In case at least, Stott is
more helpful in enhancing our
understanding than in providing an
example for us to follow.

Torn to Heal
Mike Leake
Cruciform Press: 2013
Stuart Bonnington
It is very good to see that Christian
publishers and writers are addressing
the great questions of faith in short
introductory pamphlets and booklets.
Presbyterian and Reformed publishing
have set an admirable pace in this
regards. Now we have a new publishing
house, Cruciform Press, putting out a
series of books which are short, concise,
helpful, inspiring and gospel-focused.
Torn to Heal: God’s Good Purpose in
Suffering does well in this regard,
setting forth a theology of suffering:
“The premise of this book is that the
Lord, in His goodness, will rip us to

shreds if that’s
what it takes to
replace our idols
with lasting joy.
He will stop at
nothing to fully
redeem us. He
does this by
changing our
desires. And
this is good.”
Leake uses the life circumstances of the
prophet Hosea to set forth his thesis,
which he then shows can be seen in
Job, Joseph and Jesus. By considering
(at some length, given the length of the
booklet) dualism and stoicism, Leake
further helps people think biblically
about the realities of evil and suffering.
His analysis here is profound and
illuminating, as is the overall message of
the booklet.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots
Kirk, Fremantle

Joy for the World
Greg Forster
Crossway, 2014
Helen Owen
In 2012, Prime Minister Julia Gillard
praised the Salvation Army in Australia,
calling it “Christianity with its sleeves
rolled up”. Laudable as this work is,
Christ’s purpose was more than to
provide alcohol addiction programs and
homeless shelters. Yet I still donate the
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odd home-made beef casserole to our
local food bank because I can’t shake
the nagging feeling that both notes of
word and deed must blend together to
herald the
transforming beauty,
power and love of
Jesus in our society
… somehow. It is
this “somehow” that
Greg Forster
addresses in his
newly-minted book
Joy for the World
(foreword by Tim
Keller).
Inspired by the exuberant Isaac Watts
hymn, Joy to the World (with a tricky
changing of the preposition “to” to
“for”), Forster lays out a three-part
manifesto analysing the declining
influence of the church on America’s
increasingly post-Christian culture and
recommends what Christians can do to
turn the trend around.
Forster argues that the Holy Spirit uses
preaching, worship and discipleship to
produce in us deep joy in the gospel.
This, in turn, inspires us to

intentionally think through the
implications of the gospel for both
private and public spheres – families,
business, art, media, government, social
justice and scholarship. We then
engage with the raw materials of
our culture in a distinctive
manner as we love God and
joyfully serve the needs of our
communities. He doesn’t advocate
setting out to triumphalistically
seize control of the pagan culture,
withdraw from it or use it only to
maximize converts. Rather, he says,
by letting the gospel change how we
live and work, working with
excellence for God and purposefully
blessing our communities, we cultivate
an “all-of-life” discipleship which
changes civilisation for the better.
While this book focuses on the history
of the American church and culture, its
core message still translates across the
pond to us in the antipodes. America
gives more lip-service to Christian
values than Australia, but even this is
diminishing so that Forster’s ideas still
apply to our radically “keep-your-faithprivate” secular society.

Forster’s style is clear and easy to
understand for housewives like me, yet
nuanced enough for those of a more
academic background. Pastors, seminary
students and lecturers particularly
would find this work useful.
This book is an invitation to the saints
to think again what it means for
“heaven and nature to sing” (without
being too off-key). It asks the age-old
question of what it means to be the
church in the world that God loves.
Helen Owen is a wife and mother on the
Gold Coast, Qld

Weakness Is the Way
J.I. Packer
Crossway: 2013
Mark Powell
This little book
is classic Packer.
Concise, deep,
and combined
with Biblical
truths that
really pack
quite the
theological punch! Over the past three
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years Packer himself has had to endure
some painful personal trials – in
particular, a hip replacement – and this,
along with other experiences and
reflections, have provided the impetus
for him to write this latest work. The
whole thing is really an extended
exploration of the theme of “strength
through weakness” in the book of 2
Corinthians.
Packer offers many excellent insights
into the message of the cross. In
particular, it is not just the content of
our faith but the shape of it as well.
That is, the Lord God intends for us to
be conformed to the likeness of His
Son in and through our suffering.
What’s more, it is only when we are
aware of our own weakness that we can
truly seek and know the strength that
Christ offers.
Packer also offers some really good
pastoral observations throughout the
book. For instance, in explaining the
definition of “comfort”, he says
“comfort is the renewal of strength
through encouragement and not just
some form of cushioning or merely the
alleviation of pain”. There is also an
excellent chapter on the privilege and

responsibility to financially give to the
work of the gospel.
This is a book though not just for those
who are suffering but for anyone who
sincerely desires to love and know the
Saviour even more. It is the product of
deep reflection as well as the
authenticity of someone who knows
first hand what it means to persevere
through hard times.

Let’s Study Colossians
and Philemon
Mark G. Johnston
Banner of Truth, 2013.
Peter Barnes
This is yet another
useful guide for
Christians to draw
on in working their
way through
Colossians and
Philemon. So far as Colossians is
concerned, Johnston rightly states that
“it is not something extra that we need,
but a fuller appreciation of what we
have already been given”. The
Colossian church, like so many
churches down through the ages,

suffered from what Johnston calls
“something’s missing syndrome”. This
can lead to wrong solutions being
adopted, the result being not so much
blatant heresy as subtle distortions of
the truth.
Regarding Philemon, Johnston points
to motives and power in the Christian
life, and cites the saying that “There are
no unplugged imperatives in the Bible!”
He hesitates to see a subtle hint for
Philemon to free Onesimus in verses
14-16, but to my mind it is
rather an obvious hint, with
not a great deal of subtlety
about it at all. Something too
might have been said about
Demas in the light of 2 Timothy
4:10. However, it is not possible
to cover everything in such a
relatively short space. For
Christians wanting help to read
God’s Word, and especially for
Bible study groups looking both
for commentary and a study guide, this
series is ideal, and Mark Johnston has
maintained the standard admirably.
Many of these books are available
at Reformers Bookshop, phone:
(02) 9564 3555 web: reformers.org.au
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Jesus’ indirect claims to deity
are just as compelling

P

eople often marvelled at the
words of Jesus. On one occasion
the Jews said: “How is it that this
man has learning, when he has never
studied?” (John 7:15) Even the officers
had to report to the chief priests and
Pharisees that they could not arrest
Him because “No man ever spoke like
this man!” (John 7:46) At the end of
the Sermon on the Mount, the crowds
were astonished because He was
teaching them as one who had authority
and not as their scribes (Matt. 7:2829). The scribes were quite capable of
being dogmatic, but could not speak
with the humble authority of Jesus.

The gospels present us with a man,
Jesus, who is also Lord. One naturally
points in the first place to the more
direct claims of Christ. He forgives
sinners in the way that God does (Mark
2:1-12; Luke 7:48-50); He promises
everlasting life both now and in the life
to come (John 5:24-25, 28-29); He will
carry out the Last Judgment (Matt.
7:21-23; 25:31-46); and He is
worshipped (Matt. 28:9, 17; John 9:38;
remember that angels are not to be
worshipped, Rev.22:8-9). The Messiah
is both David’s Lord and David’s Son
(Matt. 22:41-46). When Isaiah saw the
Lord in the temple (Isa.6), he actually
saw the glory of God in the person of

“He declares Himself
possessed of virtues
which, if a man said he
had them, it would be
the best proof that he
did not possess them.”
Alexander Maclaren

the Son (John 12:39-41). Jesus as the
Son of God says that He simply is, not
“was”, and so eternally existed before
Abraham who lived about 2000 B.C.
(John 8:58). As the Son of God, Jesus is
equal with God (John 5:18); indeed,
He is Lord and God (John 20:28) and
so is “the image of the invisible God”
(Col.1:15).
More could be said, but it is also worth
looking at the more indirect claims to
deity which prove to be highly
significant. Alexander Maclaren wrote
of Jesus: “He declares Himself possessed
of virtues which, if a man said he had
them, it would be the best proof that he
did not possess them, and did not
know himself. It is either the most
insane arrogance of self-assertion, or it
is sober truth.”
For example, Jesus declares to all and
sundry: “Come to Me, all who labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28). At the same time
He says that He is gentle and lowly in
heart (Matt. 11:29). How can someone
humbly offer to provide rest for any
troubled soul, weighed down by sin?
Jesus is not pointing away from
Himself to where such rest can be
found, but is very self-consciously
pointing to Himself. He is claiming
that rest for sin-sick souls can only be
found in Him.
It is not unknown for people to argue
that John 14:28 proves that Christ is
not divine. Here Christ tells His
disciples: “If you loved Me, you would
have rejoiced, because I am going to the
Father, for the Father is greater than I.”
Yet would any preacher announce to his
congregation that he was going to

the

Deity beyond
doubt

LAST WORD

Peter Barnes

explain how God the Father is greater
than the preacher? Would not the
congregation think that the preacher
had lost touch with reality? Is it even
conceivable that Isaiah or Jeremiah,
who brought God’s word to the people,
could have solemnly announced that
God was greater than they? Would not
the ancient Israelites have been
bewildered by such a puerile truism?
Yet that is precisely what Jesus
announced! He clearly felt the need to
point out what in the case of every
other human being would have been so
obvious as to be unstated. In the
incarnation, when the Word became
flesh, He became true man and, as
such, was subject to the Father.
Notwithstanding the reasoned
arguments of Millard Erickson and the
less adequate claims by Kevin Giles, it
does seem that there is a functional
inequality in the Godhead even before
the incarnation. So, for example, the
Father sends the Son to become
incarnate (John 3:16). The Son never
sends the Father. In essence, Christ and
the Father are one (John 10:30) but in
function Christ came to do God’s will
(Heb.10:7). In this sense, God is the
head of Christ (1 Cor.11:3).
Is it possible that a committee thought
all this up and put it all together?
Hardly. It was John Henry Newman
who, with good reason, pointed out
that “Living movements do not come
of committees”. Unlike the theories of
the biblical critics, Jesus’ claims bear all
the marks of truth about them. In all
His claims, be they direct or more
indirect, Christ comes to us as perfect
God and perfect man in the one
Person.

