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Editorial
practice of abortion. In recent years
ultra-sounds have increased in use and
sophistication, and have made it
impossible to maintain the fiction that
the unborn child is only a blob of
tissue. Sex selection has also caused
some unease in feminist circles, and has
made it clear that the child in the
womb is a baby, with a gender.

I

n June, a desperate Prime Minister
Julia Gillard warned against men in
blue ties, and “an Australia where
abortion again becomes the political
plaything of men who think they know
better”. It is not altogether easy to
trivialise an issue and demonise half the
population at the same time, but Ms
Gillard managed.
Such a cavalier attitude to abortion
owes more to the need to rally the
troops in an election year than it does
to any grasp of the reality of the
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Also in June, the House of
Representatives in the USA passed a bill
that largely outlawed abortion after 20
weeks in the womb. This may not see
the light of day as the US Senate is
unlikely to support it, and President
Obama has promised to veto it.
Supporters of the bill cited extensively
from studies that show that the unborn
child is capable of feeling pain. Lateterm abortions are an even more
obvious issue. In Australia about 1000
children each year are put to death by
abortion when they are possibly capable
of surviving outside the womb. No

wonder infanticide is no longer
regarded with the same horror as it
used to be.
The killing or harming of a child in
utero is now becoming a criminal
offence under certain conditions. For
example, the Queensland Police Union
in February 2013 called for laws to
protect unborn babies from drugtaking mothers, and even declared that
“the rights of an unborn child should
be considered ahead of the mother”.
At the same time it was declared, with
the utmost illogicality, that this had no
implications for abortion. Finally, we
ought to note the growing number of
women, and men too, who have been
damaged as human beings by being
involved in abortion.
As Germaine Greer put it, in a moment
of illumination, “abortion is the last in
a long line of non-choices”.
Peter Barnes
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For life
Ethics at the beginning of life is ever-more complicated.
Megan Best talks to Peter Hastie

D

r Megan Best trained in
medicine and has worked
both as a palliative care
physician and a bioethicist. She is
passionate about the value of human
life and has been involved at both state
and federal government levels in the
development of Australian legislation
regulating the treatment of unborn
children. She lives in Sydney and is
married to John, with whom she has
two daughters. She has written an
acclaimed work on bioethics entitled
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, which
Professor Don Carson has described as
a “must-read”. She is pursuing a PhD
on spirituality at Sydney University.
Megan, why did you write your book
on bioethics, Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made?
As a doctor, I was faced with a range of
“beginning of life” issues some years
ago through being involved with several
different government committees.
Essentially, we were trying to find ways
to regulate new technologies that
affected the earliest stages of human
life. I soon realised that there was a real
tension between what some doctors
were offering to people who were
struggling with issues like infertility and
what was permissible for Christians.

Once you separate
personhood from
biology, the actual
point of where
personhood begins
becomes a moveable
feast.

I found that many Christians were
confused by the advice they were
receiving from doctors and there was a
real shortage of factual and ethical
information available to guide them.
Even Christian GPs told me they had
trouble understanding how some of the
drugs and technologies worked. I
decided to compile a handbook, which
contained factual information and
ethical principles, so Christians had a
reliable basis for making informed
decisions that were consistent with the
Bible. And the more research I did, the
bigger the book became.
Many Christians are rather confused
about how to deal with unborn life.
Why is there so much confusion
around this issue?
One of the difficulties that we face in
this area is that the science involved in
these issues, such as stem cell
technology, is all very new and
complex. The new technology allows us
to manipulate unborn humans in ways
we’ve never done before. This means
that we are facing a lot of ethical issues
that are difficult to understand and
which no one has ever had to confront
in the past.
I remember an occasion when a group
of my colleagues and I were told that
animal and human genetic material
were being blended to produce
embryos, and we were asked how we
were going to work out the moral status
of a mixed “human animal”. We
struggled to think through what kind
of paradigm we would use to resolve
this question. One of the things I’ve
tried to do in my book is develop an
ethical framework that allows us to

think about particular technologies in
the light of the moral principles that we
find in the Bible.
Do medical scientists agree about
when human life begins?
They certainly agree in a biological
sense. It’s not even vaguely controversial
that life begins at fertilisation, when the
egg and the sperm join. That is very
well established, and recent biological
research has shown that organisation of
the embryo starts as soon as the sperm
enters the egg. The idea that the
embryo is just a lump of cells has been
absolutely disproven. The disagreement
arises over the point at which human
life should be protected.
However, a great deal of confusion has
occurred among medical people since
1982 when a group of doctors in
America changed the definition of the
timing of conception. They decided to
say that conception took place at
implantation (where the embryo is
connected to the blood supply of the
mother) rather than at fertilisation
(when the egg and sperm joined
together), which was a week earlier.
Why did they do that? Essentially, it
was for commercial reasons. They were
trying to market a new contraceptive
that, by definition, had to work before
conception actually took place. This
meant that by moving conception back
a week they could market a broader range
of drugs. They created this new definition
purely for the sake of making money.
And the change was made by doctors,
not embryologists, who are the experts.
However, the altered (wrong) definition
is still found in medical textbooks.
Does it matter that a human being in
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The moral worth of
individuals is not
based on how they
appear. It’s just not
relevant.
this very early stage doesn’t have the
normal things that we associate with
human life such as arms, legs, and a
head?
No, it doesn’t matter. Mind you, an
embryo does develop arms, legs, and a
head very early on. But what something
looks like doesn’t have any moral
implications. The moral worth of
individuals is not based on how they
appear. It’s just not relevant. The fact is
that none of us look the same as we did
when we were born. We all look
different at different ages, which is
quite appropriate.
Some philosophers suggest that, just
as we don’t value an acorn in the
same way as a massive oak tree, so we
shouldn’t value an embryo in the
same way as a mature human. How
do you respond to this claim?
First, we need to be clear that oak trees
and human beings are not moral
equivalents. The reason we value
humans is because they are made in the
image of God. And it’s not due to
anything that human beings can do, or
what they look like.
We value oak trees for their
characteristics – what some people call
their accidental characteristics. For
example, the reason we value an oak
tree more than an acorn is because it
provides shade, and it’s quite beautiful.
Human beings have accidental
characteristics too which develop with
age. Obviously, the kind of relationship
that you can have with a full-grown
human being is quite different from the
relationship you can have with an
embryo. So the characteristics of each
are quite different, but the fundamental
value of a human being doesn’t lie in
those characteristics. It’s because all
human beings are made in the image of
God that they are precious and have a
dignity and value that plants and
animals do not possess.
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How do you explain the shift in
attitudes towards unborn human life
that has taken place over the last 60
years in Australia?
Well, in 1952 an ethicist, Joseph
Fletcher, revived an ongoing debate on
the nature of personhood. Throughout
history, people have generally
considered that what makes us human
is our rational nature. It’s our rationality
that constitutes us as “persons”.
Now Fletcher was in favour of legal
abortion and he advanced his position
by saying, “It’s all very well to say that a
human being has a rational nature, but
in order to be a real person you need to
be able to express that rational nature,
not just have it innately.” Of course, it’s
easy to see where his argument leads:
embryos can’t be persons because they
cannot express their rational natures;
nor, for that matter, can foetuses.
Fletcher also accepted that on the same
criteria even newborn infants would
not be persons. So he also accepted
infanticide.
But Fletcher had an agenda. He wanted
to legalise abortion. However, in the
process he did something that had farreaching consequences. He blurred the
definition of personhood. Once you
separate personhood from biology, the
actual point of where personhood
begins becomes a moveable feast.
We now have the situation where some
argue that personhood begins at
fertilisation and others say at the
implantation of the embryo or the
activation of the genome, or when the
mother can feel the baby moving inside
her, or when the baby is born, or when
it can feel pain – there are lots of
different positions. We no longer have a
definite answer to the question of
whether just being a human being is
enough to justify being born. Once you
no longer have clear guidelines about
what constitutes personhood, the laws
relating to unborn life begin to reflect
that. And that’s where we are today.
Further, to add to the confusion,
people tend to think that if a thing is
legal it is also ethical because the law
tends to have an educative role. A lot of
people now think, “Well, if it’s legal it
must be OK”.

What are your major concerns about
the new technologies, especially in
the area of human reproduction?
My main concern, especially in the area
of reproduction, is that new technologies
are having a greater role in decisionmaking and that the ethical issues are
taking a back seat. This now affects the
way we view children. It is becoming
increasingly common to see children as
commodities that can be produced,
moulded and discarded at will.
Any pregnant woman understands
what I am talking about. Today we
have a range of tests available to check
on the development of the unborn
child. All of these tests (which claim to
give women more freedom and choice)
are becoming more and more of an
obligation. One of the problems is that
the tests that determine whether the
mother and child are healthy are done
at the same time as others that screen
for abnormalities.
Often the mothers – and even some
GPs – aren’t quite sure what all the tests
are for and the first time they find out
is when they are told that there is
something wrong with the baby. At this
point, even women who would be
reluctant to terminate a pregnancy
often feel pressured to end theirs when
tests indicate that their unborn baby
may be genetically impaired. Now, if
you haven’t thought about that in
advance, it’s a very confronting
situation to be in.
If you have a doctor or an ultrasound
technician who says, “We recommend
that you abort this child”, often people
will feel that they don’t have a choice.
Certainly, I was told when I was found
to have a problem with one of my
pregnancies that I should have an
abortion. And if I hadn’t thought it
through beforehand, I wouldn’t have
been able to say as confidently, “No,
I’m not going to”.
One of the helpful things about my
book is that I’ve explained which tests
are for which option, so you can know
what’s going on. I should also point out
that it’s not necessarily wrong to have
tests that check whether there’s a
problem. Knowing in advance that
there may be complications means that
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doctors can care for the mother and
unborn child more carefully.
What happened in the case of your
unborn child?
Well, it turned out that my daughter
did not have the problem that they
thought she had. So if I had aborted
her, I would have been aborting a
normal child, which in fact happens
regularly in this scenario.
To what extent has the introduction
of the contraceptive pill changed the
way that men and women now think
about sexual relations?
I think it’s had a huge effect in lessening
people’s sense of responsibility for their
actions. Unfortunately, the arrival of
the pill led people to believe that
contraceptives are infallible. They
thought they could have “sex without
kids” just by using contraceptives and
believing that they were acting
responsibly.
However, they ignored the fact that
there is no contraceptive method, apart
from permanent sterilisation, that is
one hundred per cent effective. So
whatever contraceptive you use, if
you’re sexually active, you still have a
chance of having a child. It’s a lie that
by using the pill you can completely
control your own fertility. There are
many examples of women who have
conscientiously taken the pill and still
become pregnant. So the idea that you
can have sex without children is, in
fact, untrue.
Do you think Christians should
practice contraception?
This is an ethical issue as well as one
that calls for wisdom. Christians should
aim to have children, especially if they
are well and able to care for them
properly. However, raising children is a
great responsibility. If you want to have
children within your marriage – and it’s
possible for you to do so as a couple –
it’s permissible to use contraceptives to
some degree.
For instance, there are some medical
situations where it may be dangerous
for a mother to bear children. Again,
there may be some political or financial
situations where it might be inadvisable

to have large families. Some families
may need to care for a severely disabled
child and the amount of care they need
to give could potentially limit how
many more children they have.
So I think there are circumstances
where it’s wise to take advantage of
appropriate contraceptives. On the
other hand, I think that it’s wrong and
selfish to use contraceptives to avoid
having children simply for the sake of
an easier life. But if you are not doing it
for a selfish motive, I think the use of
contraceptives within marriage can be
justified to control the timing and
number of children.
Should we have any problems in
Christian circles with the idea that
it’s okay to have “sex without children”
as well as “children without sex”?
I think we definitely should have
problems with those kinds of ideas.
They are based on the falsehood that
we are the ones who have control of our
lives and our fertility. One of the more
popular ideas around today is that
you’re not a mother or father until the
child is born. People think that between
conception and birth they have the
right to decide whether they want to be
a mother or father, when in fact they
are either a mother or father as soon as
the conception of their child occurs.
If we want to work out whether sex
without children and children without
sex are okay, we need to look at the
broader scope of biblical teaching in
terms of the spiritual significance of
human relationships and the role sexual
love in marriage. Sexual relations in
marriage have both a unitive and a
procreative function.
While they always have a unitive
function there is a limited period
within a marriage when they can fulfil a
procreative role. What we need to
remember is that if we engage in sexual
relations when procreation is possible,
we ought to be prepared for the
responsibility of nurturing and raising

any children from that union. That’s
part of the deal. According to the Bible,
our responsibilities as parents go way
beyond providing eggs and sperm. We
have an obligation to raise these
children to honour the Lord and to
become responsible stewards of the
creation.
So clearly, sex without children in
marriage is fine in certain
circumstances. Children without sex –
that is, conceiving children through
assisted reproductive technology – may
also be permissible, but only if human
life is protected in the process.
Even if it’s possible to create life in a
test-tube, do married couples have a
right to have children?
The Bible certainly doesn’t say that we
have a “right” in in that sense. If you
have a right to something, there has to
be a way in which that right can be
fulfilled. Some people, however, are
infertile. And we shouldn’t forget that
women are unable to bear children after
menopause. So, biologically, we can’t
say that everyone is able to have
children. So you can’t say there’s a right.
The Bible talks about responsibilities of
parents, not rights.
If a Christian friend was having
difficulty trying to conceive what
would you say to her?
I would encourage the couple to seek
some medical advice. If you are not
using contraception and something
hasn’t happened within six to twelve
months, then you might want to see a
doctor. It is not always easy to fall
pregnant. Some couples may go two or
three years without contraception – and
sometimes longer – before the wife
conceives. So sometimes what we think
is infertility is just impatience, and we
have to wait a bit longer.
But sometimes people are sub-fertile
because of medical problems that have
nothing to do with reproduction, and
by having a medical screening and

Biologically, we can’t say that everyone is
able to have children. So you can’t say
there’s a right.
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It’s possible to do
IVF as a Christian
and to follow biblical
ethical principles,
but you are going
to be identified as
a troublemaker if
you do.
finding out if they’re in good health
can make the difference between
whether they can have children or
not. If you want to have children and
nothing is happening it would be
appropriate to have a medical checkup to see if anything is wrong.
What should they do if their
doctor says that their only hope is
IVF?
It’s possible to do IVF as a Christian
and to follow biblical ethical
principles, but you are going to be
identified as a troublemaker if you
do. So you need to really prepare
yourself before you go down that
track.
You mean doctors will get
frustrated with you?
They’re going to be frustrated with
you, because you’re not going to go
with the regular program. What you
will do is that you will make sure you
don’t discard human embryos
through the procedure. You will
make sure every embryo that is
created is given a chance at life. That
is the Christian thing to do. So that
will mean that you will want to have
a limited number of embryos created
in the first place, which will be seen
as foolhardy, and you will want to
use all embryos, regardless of quality
ratings. The technology is there to
help you but don’t be surprised if
some of the doctors who want to
help you become frustrated and
impatient with your wishes. They
will find it difficult to appreciate the
Christian position that whatever
embryos you and your spouse
produce should be given a chance at
life by being transferred to a womb.
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REFORMERS BOOKSHOP –
MANAGER VACANCY
The Reformers’ Bookshop – Background and Aims
The Reformers’ Bookshop was established in
October 1984 as a ministry of the Stanmore
Baptist Church. It was commenced to
promote and sell Bibles and Christian books
in order to glorify God and strengthen
Christians through reading useful literature
arising from an evangelical and reformed
Christian heritage.
In early 2007, the Reformers’ Bookshop became a joint venture between
Stanmore Baptist Church and the Presbyterian Church of New South Wales.
Over the past 7 years, the bookshop has grown seven-fold, and now has
three full-time employees as well as a part-time accounts manager.
Management Position becoming available
Our current Manager, Dave Hann has accepted a call to parish ministry and
will be leaving Reformers at Christmas-time 2013. Ideally, his replacement
would commence at Reformers from October onwards, to allow 2-3 months
of overlap and training. The existing bookshop staff are well-trained in their
duties and will be available to assist the new Manager settle into the position.
No prior experience in any technical or managerial area is
required. Extended training and support will be provided until the new
Manager is thoroughly comfortable and competent in the position. This
includes (as needed): training in supervising staff, use of Retail Manager,
setting pricing and margins, determining quantities to order, etc.
Who is being sought: a theologically-trained, Bible-believing evangelical,
reformed person with a high view of Scripture; with a heart for people; a
desire to get spiritually useful books into the hands of Christians to help
them grow; and the vision to see that the Lord is using Reformers Bookshop
as a highly strategic ministry that reaches many thousands of people.
The normal hours of work: are 9 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday.
However, as you would appreciate, the nature of the role may sometimes
require communicating with overseas suppliers in the evenings, running a
bookstall from time to time at such things as General Assemblies or
conferences, (these latter usually being held on Saturdays) or representing
the bookshop at churches throughout New South Wales from time to time.
If the out-of-hours work becomes excessive, we would be pleased to discuss
possible time-in-lieu.
Purpose and Accountability: the Manager of the Reformers’ Bookshop
will be responsible for the day to day operational aspects of the bookshop’s
activities. The position will be responsible to the Governing Committee
(GC) and undertake the management of retail activities, supervision and
coordination of staff (paid or voluntary) and other necessary daily activities.
To receive a full job description or discuss further kindly contact;
Duncan Parker
Chairman
Reformers Bookshop Governing Committee
Phone: (02) 9440 9546
Email: rdjparker@bigpond.com
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The last gift
Organ donation by the dead is a way to love your neighbour.
Nalini Pather and Joanna Barlow

T

he promise of organ donation,
from a simple blood
transfusion to heart
transplantation, holds a sense of wonder.
The science and technology supporting
these interventions sound exciting, the
results seem amazing and, quite correctly,
we are often left in awe of how
wonderfully and marvelously God has
made us.
At face value, organ donation is a
compassionate and logical choice.
Although there is no direct scriptural
reference to organ donation, Jesus’
example and teaching seems to
align with this. In Luke 10:3037, in the parable of the man
left stripped and
beaten on the
road to
Jericho,
we are

exhorted to help others and to restore
them to life. The Bible also contains
many accounts of intervention to
extend life or improve its quality, like
that of Jesus raising Lazarus from the
dead, partly to give him more time
with his family (John 11:1-44). Jesus
Himself was the ultimate sacrifice,
giving His life so that we may live. In
principle then, organ donation is a
good thing and a way to “love your
neighbour”.
Several organs can be transplanted
quite successfully –
including

the heart and its valves, lung, liver,
pancreas, kidney, corneas, bone marrow
and bone, skin, and in some cases even
brain cells. In order for an organ to be
useful in transplantation, its cells must
be viable – that is, still be able to
function.
Once an organ is removed from its
functional blood supply, its ability to
remain viable depends on its energy
requirements, which differ for each
organ. For example, the brain can

This is an important
debate for us, as we
cannot condone the
termination of a life.
survive for four minutes, the heart
about four hours and the cornea up
to eight hours. The successful
transplantation of organs from
donors to recipients is therefore
constrained by time.
Establishing that the donor’s
death is irreversible is critical.
The advent of organ
donation has made the
definition of death an
imperative, and has raised
some ethical concerns. The
definition of death is complex
and has been debated in many
spheres. For our purposes we will
restrict our definition to how it
pertains to medical science. Death was
once defined by the cessation of a
heartbeat and of respiration. This is no
longer valid, since the heart and lungs
can be “restarted” using CPR and
defibrillation, or even replaced by
transplantation.
Partly to deal with these issues, the
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concept of brain death was proposed in
1968 by a committee at Harvard
Medical School, and defined by the
criterion of irreversible loss of wholebrain function, making the end of
consciousness permanent. In brain
death, the body is basically “alive” and
can continue to circulate blood, fight
infection, and even gestate a fetus to
birth, though it is dependent on
artificial ventilation.
More recently, there have been arguments
that the whole-brain-activity definition
of brain death is too broad, and some
contend that the criterion should be
altered to “loss of cognitive function”,
where thought and personality are
irrecoverably lost. As Christians, this is
an important debate for us to watch
and contribute to, as we cannot
condone the termination of a life.
Under Australian law, there are two
definitions of death: cardiac death and
brain death. Cardiac death occurs when
the heart stops beating and cannot be
restarted. The brain is then starved of
oxygen and eventually stops
functioning. In brain death, the brain is
injured (often due to trauma), becomes
starved of oxygen and stops
functioning.
Organ donors fill different categories.
Living donors can donate organs like
blood, bone marrow and bone and
kidneys. They are not irreversibly
harmed by the donation. In kidney
transplantation, for example, a willing
donor with two functioning kidneys
will live a normal life after donating
one kidney. It would be wrong to
obtain organs by coercion from
unwilling donors, as is reported in
some countries.
Cadaver donors have an irreversible loss
of respiratory and cardiac function, and
brain activity. Theoretically, skin, bone,
heart valves and corneas can be
harvested from these donors. In
practice however, only corneas are

harvested, as the other tissues can be
obtained from living donors, or in the
case of heart valves, can be synthetic or
from a pig.
People who are declared brain dead are
the only donors from whom major
organs such as the heart and lungs can
be harvested. In Australia, fewer than
1% of people die in situations that
would make this kind of donation
possible. Before a person can be
declared brain dead, at least two
physicians ascertain brain function,
including assessing basic reflexes and
performing an electroencephalogram
(brain wave test). In brain death, the
person will not respond to any
stimulus, unlike someone in a coma,
and they will not recover brain
function.
Once a person is declared brain-dead in
a hospital, they can be maintained on
life support systems until the organs are
harvested. In Australia, the family of
the deceased will always be asked to
consent to organ donation, even if the
deceased was registered to be an organ
donor.
In some countries, fetal tissue from
aborted babies is used for
transplantation, such as brain cells in
treating Parkinson’s disease. Some argue
that these tissues are being used from
already aborted fetuses and do not
harm any new fetuses. The danger in
this thinking was demonstrated in a
Canadian study, which reported that
women more readily consider abortion
when they know that the fetal tissues
would be used in transplantation.
There are a large number of people on
waiting lists for organ transplants.
Donating an organ is an act of selfless
sacrifice for another and dramatically
improves the quality of life of the
recipient. In 2012, 354 organ donors
made it possible for 1,052 Australians
to receive transplants and have a new
chance in life. As Christians, we can
support organ donation in cases with
complete loss of whole-brain function,
provided brain death is carefully
determined according to the Australian
criteria.
Family members are understandably
shocked and distressed when a loved
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Studies have
confirmed the
potentially beneficial
effect of donation on
the grieving process.
one is diagnosed with brain death. As
this is almost always unexpected,
relatives are usually unprepared for the
situation. When they are then faced with
a request for organ donation, a decision
which may need to be made in a
relatively short time period, one might
assume it would compound their distress.
Yet this is not always the case: if the
loved one had expressed a wish to be an
organ donor, either by an endorsement
on his or her driver’s licence, or via a
previous discussion of the matter, the
decision to donate may be more easily
ratified by family members.
Another consideration is the wish to
help others and to bring some good
from an otherwise tragic event. Indeed,
studies have confirmed the potentially
beneficial effect of donation on the
grieving process and long-term
outcomes of donor families. There are
some caveats – that the families be
treated with respect and consideration,
and not be rushed or pressured into
making a decision; that they feel that
the issue of brain death has been
adequately determined and explained
to them, and there was no hope of
recovery; and that there is no possibility
of the treating team altering the way
their loved one was treated in order to
favour possible transplant recipients.
Families also find it helpful if they are
informed of which organs have been
donated and (in general but nonidentifying terms) to whom they have
gone.
As Christians we strive to live biblically
and to reflect a Christian worldview. To
do this, we need to contribute to
discussions on issues such as the end of
life, and be ready to support, advise and
even decide for ourselves.
Dr Nalini Pather is a senior lecturer in
medical sciences at the University of New
South Wales, and and Dr Joanna Barlow
is a Newcastle psychiatrist.
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Bruce Coleman and Ali Maegraith

Cultivating life
Two ministries provide a positive alternative to abortion

I

t is a commonplace in debates over
abortion for pro-lifers to be
challenged about doing something
positive rather than simply opposing
the practice. In some ways, this is fair
enough as we are told that “as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all” (Gal.
6:10). Bruce Coleman is the CEO and
field worker of Choices of Life, an
educative body which seeks to spread
the message of life, while Ali Maegraith
was instrumental in the setting up and
administering of PregnantAlternatives
which offers help to women who are
tempted to abort their child as well as
women who have been through an
abortion.
First, let’s hear from Bruce who works
in schools, churches, youth groups, and
any body of people prepared to listen to
his pro-life message.

The journey of the baby in the womb is
an amazing story for many Year 6
students. As a 12-year-old, Jessica was
in awe about the life of the pre-born. As
a pregnant 15 year-old, under pressure
to have an abortion, Jessica kept
thinking about the Little Feet pins (the
life-sized replica of a baby’s feet at 12
weeks after conception). There was no
way she was going to have an abortion.
It is significant that the presentation
she had heard was all about the wonder

As a pregnant 15
year-old, under
pressure to have an
abortion, Jessica
kept thinking about
the Little Feet pins.

of life, and never once mentioned the
horror associated with an abortion
decision. When she wrote her story
(available from Choices of Life) she
commented: “I’m just glad that my
story proves that your hard work has
more meaning than I can put into
words!” After 13 years of speaking in
schools, this was the first time I had
received a definite report that what I
was doing was actually saving lives.

website – “what do the schools say?” –
contains comments from students in
more than 250 schools). Once they
hear the truth, young people can clearly
see the flawed ideological arguments of
abortion advocates. These are the next
generation of adults who, I believe, will
bring that pro-life conviction into every
area of society – the family, medicine,
law, education, politics – and make a
difference.

Choices of Life offers a number of
programs. The Year 6 program shows
the development of the baby in the
womb. The magnificent life-sized
models and the 4D ultrasound only
add to the impact of the message. The
students’ post-presentation comments
continue to reflect their awe at the
amazing creativity of God.

Choices of Life is also actively recruiting
and training new presenters to take the
message of life even further. Two women
are taking classes in NSW and one has
begun taking classes in Victoria. I am
continuing to take classes in Tasmania
and the Northern Territory as well as in
NSW and Victoria. As presenters
become available, Choices of Life is
looking to expand into every state.
Choices of Life is actively producing
information brochures.

The Year 9/10 program reinforces the
wonder of pre-born life and introduces
the facts and scientific research
associated with abortion. As one
student wrote: “The presentation gave
me insightful information – it was
direct yet compassionate.” The student
comments constantly remind me that
telling the truth changes minds and
strengthens young people to stand up
for what is right. The Year 11/12
program provides foundational
arguments for the pro-life position and
makes it very clear that being pro-life is
right and logical.
The primary goal of Choices of Life is
to reach young people in schools and
youth groups across Australia with the
positive message of Life. The comments
from thousands of students each year
gives me a sense of hope that we are
winning the war (The Choices of Life

A useful avenue of ministry has recently
opened up for Choices of Life among
indigenous communities in the
Northern Territories. To encourage this,
we hope to establish pregnancy support
in Darwin. In March 2012 Choices of
Life produced Transformed, a DVD
detailing the ministry of Choices of
Life, available on the online shop. For
more information email
brucecoleman@choicesoflife.com.au,
write to PO Box 459, Gordon NSW
2072, or phone 02 9499 5108.
Now let’s hear from Ali Maegraith who
works at the PregnantAlternatives
centre in Surry Hills in Sydney (the
names used below are fictitious; the
stories are true).
The PregnantAlternatives centre was
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established in June 2012. The aim of
the centre is to provide a loving and
safe place for women and couples who
are facing an unplanned pregnancy, and
to explore the support available to them
in continuing their pregnancy. Too often
women feel that abortion is the only
option because no one is there to help
them through this difficult period of
their lives.
Since opening the centre, some wonderful
volunteers, now led by a full-time
manager, have joined the team, and we
have had many opportunities to
connect with women. We also seek to
work in partnership with some of the
churches in the local area.
At the centre, we often see first-hand
the pressures that pregnant women
face. Many seem to think that an
abortion is something that can be done
quickly and then the “problem” is over.
It is sobering to meet women who are
in denial over the life that is inside
them and do not realise the
implications of choosing what is
euphemistically called a termination.
We sometimes see them leaving a
nearby abortion clinic after the
procedure, and the body language
speaks volumes.
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Last year we were able to support Maria
who was in dire circumstances. She was
being pressured by her boyfriend’s
family to have an abortion, as she was
living in an overcrowded apartment
and was at risk of being deported. Since
moving in with a family which opened
its doors to her, Maria has given birth
to Daniel. The little boy now has lots of
big “brothers and sisters” who have
been passing him around! Maria cannot
receive any government support, but
there is an opportunity now for the
father of the child to help, and her
chances of getting another visa,
although still uncertain, are improved.
Maria’s case highlights our greatest
need, which is for families to offer
short-term accommodation to women
in such circumstances. It is not enough
to warn someone of the consequences
of having an abortion; it is essential to
provide help or to direct women to
places where they can get practical
assistance.
We also provide a ministry for those
women who are struggling with postabortion grief. Anna was 18 when she
approached the centre after her mother
had pressured her into having an
abortion. She felt guilty and depressed,

Anna was 18 when
she approached the
centre after her
mother had
pressured her into
having an abortion.
She felt guilty and
depressed.
and had trouble sleeping, and was
battling a drug addiction. She asked to
see a photo of a foetus at eight weeks in
an attempt to connect with her aborted
child.
Another girl, Sally, aborted her child
under very intense pressure from her
boyfriend. Within a week, she was back
at the centre in deep despair at her
choice. We were able to direct her to a
group which deals with post-abortion
healing.
If you would like to volunteer, or to
support the centre financially, or
provide accommodation, please contact
the centre. For more information,
contact Diana on 9699 8190 at 135
Devonshire Street, Sydney or
www.pregnantalternatives.com.au.
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World news
Syrians’ bitter choice

Church, the Catholic Church, the
Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church, the
Greek Orthodox Church and the
Anglican Church have joined together
to form the Egypt Council of Churches
after one year of deliberations and
meetings between the churches.

Bible on a regular basis, according to a
new survey.

Syrians, who “have seen the UN organise
since 2005 the systematic departure of
Iraqi refugees towards the West”, now
note “the world’s indifference and
silence in front of their long, sad ordeal
… they are abandoned, destined to die
without being able to escape”.

The announcement was made in a press
release by the Bishop of the Diocese of
Egypt with North Africa and the Horn
of Africa, and Primate of the Province
of Jerusalem and the Middle East, the
Most Revd Dr Mouneer Hanna Anis.

The survey showed the Bible is still
firmly rooted in American soil: 88% of
respondents said they own a Bible,
80% think the Bible is sacred, 61%
wish they read the Bible more, and the
average household has 4.4 Bibles.

“To advise them to stay could lead to
death like a lamb dumb before the
butcher,” said Archbishop Nassar. “Our
martyrology simply gets longer.” On
the other hand, “helping them leave
means emptying the biblical land of its
last Christians”.

The bishop said, “It is so important that
this council is born at this time while
Egypt is going through a very challenging
circumstance politically, socially and
economically. It means a lot for the
churches to face these challenges
together with one heart and soul.”

But most Americans (57%) only read
their Bibles four times a year or less
often. Only a quarter read it four or
more times a week. Among those aged
18 to 28, 57% read their Bibles less
than three times a year, if at all.

Reformation revisited

ACNS

Lutherans and Catholics have pledged
to celebrate together the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation in 2017, with both sides
agreeing to set aside centuries of
hostility and prejudice.

Little-read influence

Syria’s Christians must “choose between
two bitter chalices: to die or leave”,
Archbishop Samir Nassar, the Maronite
Catholic archbishop of Damascus, has
told the Fides news agency.

More than half of Americans think the
Bible has too little influence on a
culture they see in moral decline, yet
only one in five Americans read the

More than three-quarters of Americans
(77%) think the nation’s morality is
headed downhill, according to a new
survey from the American Bible
Society.

UCA
Right to object removed
The Reformed Church in America
(RCA) in June officially eliminated a
policy allowing its members to object
to the ordination of women. While the
church originally allowed members to

The Vatican and the Lutheran World
Federation released a joint document,
From Conflict to Communion, in
Geneva in late June that said there was
little purpose in dredging up centuriesold conflicts.
In the document, the two churches
recognise that in the age of ecumenism
and globalisation, the celebration
requires a new approach, focusing on a
reciprocal admission of guilt and on
highlighting the progress made by
Lutheran-Catholic dialogue in the past
50 years.
Religion News Service
Egyptian Christians unite
Five different churches in Egypt
including the Coptic Orthodox
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conscientiously object to the ordination
proceedings, the removal of the
“conscience clauses” from the RCA’s
Book of Church Order means that
clergy can no longer refuse to
participate in a woman’s ordination on
the basis of her gender.
The RCA, which first began ordaining
women in 1979, initially
accommodated members’ opposing
views on women clergy, saying they
would not have to take part in
decisions or actions contrary to their
conscience, but could not obstruct
others in ordaining and installing
women ministers.

published later, will include letters up
to his death in 1788.
The collection is kept at the famous
John Rylands Library and many of the
letters featured in the two volumes are
previously unpublished. They offer
Christians and researchers a fascinating
insight into Wesley and the birth of
Methodism, which was seen by many as
a radical break from the organised
religion of the day.

Islamists ‘worse’ than tyrants

Persecution in Sri Lanka

Questioning “the motive and the
reasoning” behind support for regime
change in Iraq, Egypt, Syria, and Libya,
the head of the Chaldean Catholic
Church said that Islamic
fundamentalist regimes are “even
worse” than authoritarian ones.

The Oxford University Press has
published the first in two volumes
looking at all 700 surviving letters of
Charles Wesley. Wesley co-founded
Methodism with his brother, John, and
wrote scores of hymns.
The first volume of The Letters of
Charles Wesley focuses on his
correspondence between 1727 and
1756. The second volume, to be

In a wave of violence, around 30
churches have come under attack this
year alone. In 2012 there were 52
reported incidents of persecution.

Wesley letters published
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Churches are also facing restriction in
the form of forced closure by the
authorities. For instance, local
governments and police have ordered
many churches to close down, claiming
that they are not authorised by the
state.

Christian Today

In recent months, Christian
persecution in Sri Lanka has intensified
owing to the rise in Buddhist
nationalism in the country. Extremist
Buddhist groups such as the Bodu Bala
Sena (Buddhist Strong Army) and the
Sinhala Rawaya (Sinhala Echo) have
incited religious disharmony and
carried out attacks, targeting both
Christian and Muslim minorities in the
country.

Christianity Today

Quite alarmingly, these attacks have
occurred with impunity, with little or
no state action to prosecute those
responsible.

Under such regimes, Christians “will be
considered second class because of their
religion in a country in which Islam is
the only standard,” said Patriarch Louis
Raphaël I Sako. “I think moderate
Muslims should be aware and assure
Christians that they, indeed, will be
respected as equal citizens.”
The patriarch made his remarks amid

SUBSCRIBE FOR YOUR OWN FREE COPY AT AP.ORG.AU

rising violence between Sunni and
Shiite Muslims in Iraq. The nation’s
Christians “are afraid, and their exodus
continues,” the patriarch said.
CWN
Pope comforts atheists
Atheists welcomed Pope Francis’
comments that God redeems
nonbelievers, saying that the new
pontiff ’s historic outreach is helping to
topple longstanding barriers. “The
Lord has redeemed all of us, all of us,
with the Blood of Christ: all of us, not
just Catholics. Everyone,” the pope told
worshippers at a morning Mass in
Rome. “‘Father, the atheists?’ Even the
atheists. Everyone!”
Francis continued, “We must meet one
another doing good. ‘But I don’t
believe, Father, I am an atheist!’ But do
good: we will meet one another there.”
Roy Speckhardt, executive director of
the American Humanist Association,
said that although he has been skeptical
of Francis’ outreach to the nonreligious,
he welcomed the comments.
The next day, the Vatican issued an
“explanatory note on the meaning to
‘salvation”, saying people who know of
the Catholic Church “cannot be saved”

if they “refuse to enter her or remain in
her.”
UCA
Religions block women: Carter
Former US President Jimmy Carter
says religious leaders, including those in
Christianity and Islam, share the blame
for mistreatment of women and girls
across the world.
The 39th President delivered his
analysis during an international
conference on women and religion in
June. He hosted representatives from
15 countries at The Carter Centre, the
human rights organisation he launched
in 1982 after leaving the White House.
Carter, 88, said male religious leaders
perpetuate misguided doctrines of male
superiority, from the Catholic Church
forbidding women from becoming
priests to female genital mutilation in
Africa. He said the doctrines contribute
to a political, social and economic
structure where political leaders
passively accept domestic violence
against women, sexual trafficking and
inequality.
Media ‘lie’ about poor
The Church of Scotland has defended

people living in poverty, and those who
need benefits to live, against the lies
regularly told about them by some in
the media and politics.
The Vice Convener of the Kirk’s
Church and Society Council, the Rev.
Dr Chris Wigglesworth, speaking
following the publication of statistics
about welfare costs if there is a ‘Yes’
vote in next year’s Scottish
independence referendum, tackled the
issue directly.
He declared: “In public debate there are
plenty of lies and myths about poverty
– in politics, the media and even the
church – that the poor are poor mainly
because they are feckless, workshy and
liars. We know this is untrue and unjust
– the evidence is clear. Instead of seeing
welfare as a problem that needs to be
managed, politicians have to be fair in
addressing unemployment and low pay.”
Ekklesia
Gay ministry U-turn
The leader of Exodus International, a
Christian ministry that worked to help
people repress same-sex attraction, has
apologised to the gay community for
inflicting “years of undue suffering”.
He plans to close the organisation while
launching a new effort to
promote reconciliation.
“The church has waged
the culture war, and it’s
time to put the weapons
down,” Alan Chambers
said, hours after
announcing his decision
at Exodus’ annual
conference and posting
his apology online.
“While there has been so
much good at Exodus,
there has also been bad,”
Chambers said at the
conference. “We’ve hurt
people.”
Based in Orlando,
Florida, Exodus was
founded 37 years ago and
claimed 260 member
ministries around the
U.S. and abroad. It
offered to help conflicted
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Christians rid themselves of unwanted
homosexual inclinations through
counselling and prayer.
AP
Gays must be celibate

UCA

Anglican priests in same-sex civil
partnerships will have to prove to
archbishops that they are not in a
sexually active relationship, according
to a briefing sent to England’s General
Synod members.
“To be admitted to Holy Orders a
person must be ‘of virtuous
conversation and good repute and such
as to be a wholesome example and
pattern to the flock of Christ’,” reads
the Legal Office document sent in
June. “Once in Holy Orders a cleric
must be diligent to frame and fashion
his life and that of his family according
to the doctrine of Christ and to make
himself and them, as much as in him
lies, wholesome examples and patterns
to the flock of Christ.”
The legal briefing reminds Church of
England members that a clergy’s sexual
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orientation is “irrelevant to their
suitability for episcopal office”. But it
makes it clear that anyone in a sexually
active relationship outside marriage is
not eligible to be a priest or bishop.

Warren’s son dies
The son of famous pastor Rick Warren,
Matthew Warren, committed suicide
on April 5. Matthew, 27, was the
youngest child of the Purpose Driven
author and Saddleback pastor.
A coroner’s report said he died from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound at his
home in Mission Viejo after a long
battle with mental illness.

while in police custody after being
beaten and electrocuted in Dak
Nong province. Vam Bgaji Vaj, a
member of the Hmong ethnic
group, was an elder of a church
affiliated with the Evangelical
Church of Vietnam, a legally
recognised denomination.
He was arrested on March 15
along with his brother on charges
of “destroying the forest” while
clearing a bush from his field.

Vietnamese leader murdered

According to the police, Vam Bgaji
Vaj died after accidentally putting
his hand into an electric socket.
Later, an official of the People’s
Committee of Dak Nong
suggested that he may have
committed suicide. Photographs
taken soon after his death however,
showed bloody bruise marks on his
back and neck. It is believed that
he was brutally beaten before his
death.

A Vietnamese Christian leader has died

World Evangelical Alliance

In a statement, Rick Warren said
Matthew had battled depression for
much of his life, and described him as a
“kind, gentle and compassionate man”
with a “brilliant intellect” who was
sensitive to the needs of others.
Christian Today
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Piercing the
heart

Calvin’s warm heart is on full
display in his preaching. Peter Moore

O

ver the years, portraits of John
Calvin have often been
painted in strange hues.
Because of the intellectual rigour of
Calvin’s Institutes, its author has often
been caricatured as a cold hearted
dogmatist. But Calvin had a warm
heart for human cares, and this is on
full display in his preaching.
In this short article I want to explore
some of the emotional power of
Calvin’s five sermons on the Beatitudes,
using the 2006 Banner of Truth
edition, wonderfully translated by
Sydney’s Robert White. There are four
lessons we could all absorb.

Far from being unnecessary or
avoidable, feelings are designed by God
to help us. “We have instead to feel our
miseries, which are meant to press us to
the point where we bend and break…”
Lesson 2: Talk about the emotions that
are part of motivating a godly life.
Calvin frequently talks about the
emotions that are involved in godly
living. He was a caring pastor who
vehemently rejects the apatheia
(dispassion) of the Stoics, and seems to

have believed that emotions involve
value judgments. If we think rightly we
will likely feel rightly. Conversely, to
think wrongly is to feel wrongly.
Indeed, judging from these sermons,
there is a complex dynamic in Calvin’s
understanding of emotion that sees
understanding leading to emotional
responses which in turn lead to choices.
In sermon four, as Calvin approaches
the end of his speech, he preaches to
inspire his congregation to the right

Lesson 1: Tell people that their
emotions are a healthy part of life.
Again and again in the sermons, Calvin
affirms the reality and value of
emotions in Christian men and
women. In sermon two, Calvin teaches
his congregation that emotions are a
proper part of our human experience:
“If we are poor in spirit, we cannot
avoid weeping; we cannot be other than
distressed. We are not, after all, without
feelings, like those madmen [the Stoic
philosophers] I mentioned earlier, who
expect us to remain as immovable as an
anvil or a rock! Such a thing goes
against our nature” (Beatitudes, p.28).
Calvin exhorts his congregation that
the Stoic vision of a human being who
is not made miserable by affliction is a
“mere fantasy, pure folly on their part”.

Far from being
unnecessary or
avoidable, feelings
are designed by God
to help us.
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choice: that they might speak the truth.
To produce this choice, he knows he
must nourish right emotion, from the
root of right thought. In successive
sentences he expresses this logical
progression first backwards, then
forwards.
“Since, as well as peace-makers [right
choice], we need to be both upright
and fervent in heart [right emotion], we
must value God’s truth above all else
[right thought]. The word perfectly
proclaimed by Jesus Christ should be so
familiar to us [right thought] that we do
not fear [right emotion] to offend the
whole world [right choice].”
Tackling this issue in a negative form,
Calvin then immediately discusses the
wrong emotional life that follows from
wrong thinking, and which leads to
wrong choice. “Now in this respect we
are so cold… [wrong emotion]. Why,
you ask, is that? Because we do not
understand how much God loves
integrity and justice. And second,
because we fail to see how precious His
truth is to him. [wrong thought].
Contempt for God’s Word and for
what it can do for us makes us forsake
justice and integrity, however much we
might claim to respect them…[wrong
choice].”
Or in this sentence the three stages are
even more clearly expressed: “If we
thought carefully about these things
[right thought], we would be moved to
show pity [right emotion] every time we
saw our neighbour suffering want or
affliction [right choice].”
When we preach a truth, we need to
think about what it would feel like to
accept it. On the other hand, what
would it feel like to reject this truth? If
we can point these possible emotional
responses out as we preach, then on
Calvin’s model, godly choices are more
likely to follow.
Lesson 3: Work hard at describing
emotions.
In his five sermons (which I suppose
took a little less than five hours to
deliver), Calvin refers to emotions
hundreds of times –well over 400
times, and probably about 500 to 600
times. I added up 365 different ways of
16 AP

talking about emotions in just five
sermons! That comes to more than one
different way of referring to emotion
every 30 seconds or so.
So Calvin talks about emotions a lot,
and he paints a picture of a lot of
different emotional states. In all this,
Calvin makes clear that the heart and
all its affects (French courage –
fortitude, spirit, valour, boldness,
passion) are to be given to God, and
not divided between God and the
world’s charms! Calvin then, deals with
all emotions on an equal basis. He
preaches for a wholehearted offering of
them all to God.
Lesson 4 – Use helpful techniques to
engage emotion.
Calvin learned classical rhetorical
theory as a young man, and he uses it
extensively in his preaching. I will make
mention of five techniques in
particular, all of which can engage
emotion.
First, questions. In sermon four Calvin
uses a strong series of questions to
warm his congregation’s hearts. “In
order to impress His teaching on us,
our Lord declares that those who bring
about peace will be called children of
God. Could anything be better than for
God to acknowledge and recognise us
as His children, and for us to call upon
Him as Father? Imagine our situation if
that were not so. If God were to reject
us, what would we have left? Even if we
had all we wanted in this world, would
not everything be cursed and spoiled
for us, if God were against us? For we
can have no true taste of prosperity or
blessing unless we experience God’s
favour and fatherly love towards us.
That then, is what we must truly aim at
– knowing God as Father and having
the privilege of calling ourselves His
children”.
Second, metaphors. In sermon two, he
says: “We have seen that we are to be
meek, as men living among wild beasts
whose teeth are sharp and whose claws
are ready to tear, rend, and destroy us,
we must press on in patience and
sincerity.”
Third, illustrations. What about this
illustration combined with a brief bit of

Calvin learned
classical rhetorical
theory as a young
man, and he uses it
extensively in his
preaching.
dialogue? “The point he goes on to
make…. is that the promise has been
given to us, and that if our salvation lies
in hope, it must at present remain
hidden. We do not hope for something
we can see. No-one would say, ‘I hope
that supper will soon be ready’, when the
table is actually set and the food placed
on it. We hope instead for something of
which we are still not sure.”
Fourth, dialogues. Calvin’s favourite and
most powerful technique is probably
dialogue. Try this moving appeal from
Jesus in direct speech: “Our Lord in this
passage associates weeping and poverty in
spirit. It is as if he were saying, ‘When I
tell you that nothing will take away your
blessedness, however oppressed and
afflicted you are, I do not mean that you
should dumbly resist regardless of
feelings, or that you should be like
senseless blocks of wood. No! You will
weep, you will experience want,
dishonour, illness and other kinds of
affliction in this world. These things you
will suffer; they will wound you to the
very core and make you weep. But
nothing will take your blessedness from
you. Why? Because my last word to you
is [this]: wait for the consolation from on
high’.”
Fifth, crying out in emotion. Calvin
often engages in an emotional outburst.
He says things like “Alas. If God does not
take pity on us, we are finished.” And a
little later, “Woe to us, if we are poor,
hungry, and persecuted”.
May these examples inform our minds
and warm our hearts.
Peter Moore preaches most Sundays at
Sutherland Presbyterian Church, and
teaches three days a week with The
Timothy Partnership. He is close to
finishing a PhD on John Calvin’s debt to
John Chrysostom in preaching.
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books
Smooth Stones:
Bringing Down
the Giant
Questions of
Apologetics
Joe Coffey
Maryland:
Cruciform
Press, 2011.
Reviewed by
Peter Barnes
It is not often that one reviews a
compact work on apologetics that is
only about 100 pages long, as this is. It
deals with the usual assortment of
topics including internal and external
evidence for God and the Bible. There
is a universal concept of God, we have
an innate sense of right and wrong and,
contrary to Freud’s Universal
Obsessional Neurosis, Christians seem
to enjoy better mental health than
others. As the book of Ecclesiastes says,
we have eternity in our hearts.
There are also good reasons for rejecting
the view that science has disproved the
Bible, or that suffering means there is
no good God ruling the universe. The
claims of Christ are confirmed by
prophecies, His miracles, His
sinlessness, the empty tomb, and the
transformed lives of His followers.
Just before his death, Stephen Jay
Gould from Harvard University made
some kind of concession to believers:
“No scientific theory can pose any
threat to religion, for those two great
tools of understanding operate in totally
separate realms. Science is an inquiry
about the factual state of the natural
world; religion is a search for spiritual
meaning and ethical values.”
It is the kind of peace pipe that will
asphyxiate the Christian. Christianity is
not first and foremost a search for
spiritual and ethical values, but a
declaration of what God has done in
history, which Gould calls the natural
world. God has sent His Son to die and
then to rise from the dead.

A clear apologetic can be helpful both
to the Christian and the seeker. This
book will prove a most useful
introduction to those interested in
pursuing the reasons for the hope that
lies within us.
Peter Barnes is editor of AP
Connected: Living in the Light of the
Trinity
Sam Allberry
Nottingham: IVP,
2012
Reviewed by Stuart
Bonnington
One of the great
weaknesses of
much
contemporary
Evangelicalism is
the undervaluing of the
place and importance of systematic
theology. Books like Connected are very
welcome, as they show that systematic
theological studies can add much to the
thoughtful comprehension and living
of the Christian life.
Here we have a very admirable
introduction to the fundamental and
life-changing doctrine that God is
Trinity. Allberry unpacks the Bible
teaching on God who is the eternal and
ever blessed Father, Son and Spirit from
two perspectives. First is the Trinity and
God, where the oneness and tri-unity
of God is discussed. The second
perspective is the Trinity and us, which
traces out the relationship between the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and
humanity, gender, the church, prayer
and worship.
Allberry ties many ends together,
dispels dodgy myths and
misunderstandings, and draws some
very helpful conclusions.
The book is full of comments worth
noting and reflecting on. To cite one
example, flowing out of his teaching on
the Oneness of God: “Christians will

sometimes define themselves by
particular persons of the Trinity. So
some say that Catholic and Orthodox
churches are really into God the Father,
focusing on His remoteness and
transcendence. Evangelical churches are
ones all about God the Son. And the
charismatics/Pentecostals are the Spirit
fans. And so the thinking goes, if we
can just get all these churches
to mingle a bit more,
introducing each to the other
persons of the Trinity, then –
hey presto! – we’ll all get a more
balanced experience of God...It
might all sound attractive –
unite the church! Get all of God!
“But it overlooks something
which is not incidental. God is
one. You’re not truly engaging
with any one person of the Trinity
without engaging with them all. If
you think the Son is at your church,
while the Father is down the street at
the one with all the incense, and the
Spirit is at the one across town with the
bean bags and lava lamps, then in all
likelihood none of these churches is
actually having true fellowship with the
‘real’ God at all. The Trinity is not like
a band whose members occasionally
take time out from one another to
pursue a solo career. The persons of the
Godhead are not like the cast of that
hit ensemble TV show who are all
trying to carve out their own movie
career during the summer hiatus. God
is one. You relate to the Trinity or you
don’t relate to God at all.”
Allberry draws back from where his
(rightly) robust view of the Trinity
would lead, in regards to praying, when
the Holy Spirit is being considered the
subject of prayer. This was surprising to
say the least given, the many other
excellent perspectives in his book.
However, overall Connected is full of
powerful, relevant teaching on God the
Holy Trinity, simply and directly put. It
has helpful illustrations which intersect
with and make comprehensible biblical
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truth in a wide range of theological,
anthropological, ethical and
missiological contexts. It is highly
recommended.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots
Kirk, Fremantle
On the Abolition
of All Political
Parties
Simone Weil
trans. Simon Leys
Collingwood:
Black Inc, 2013.
Reviewed by Peter
Barnes
Simon Leys
charmingly
writes that “the first quality of a
politician is integrity”. As Simone
Weil’s translator, he utterly rejects the
objection that she is hopelessly utopian,
unrealistic and impractical. However
that is precisely the problem. To
Simone Weil (pronounced ‘Vay’), “The
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evils of political parties are all too
evident; therefore, the problem that
should be examined is this: do they
contain enough good to compensate for
their evils and make their preservation
desirable?”
She maintains that their essential
tendency is towards
totalitarianism, and
that the notion of the
public interest which
they all invoke is a
fiction, devoid of all
reality. They have no
idea of goodness except
their own growth.
Political parties exist to
engage in propaganda,
not education:
“Political parties are
organisations that are publicly and
officially designed for the purpose of
killing in all souls the sense of truth and
of justice.” They are just machines to
generate collective passions.
Banning parties, she thinks, would lead

to the formation of clandestine parties
but this “should not cause significant
harm – especially compared with the
disastrous effects of the activities of
legal parties.” In the end, alas, the
argument is quite compelling but the
solution has rather more difficulties
that Simone Weil sees. So the farce
continues.
Galatians for You
Tim Keller
Surrey: The Good Book
Company, 2013
Reviewed by Stuart
Bonnington
Preachers, those who
prepare bible talks,
discipleship group
leaders and Christians
who want to grow in gospel
understanding and obedience should
not miss this new series of books
appearing under the title of God’s Word
for You. It would seem from the
advertising blurb at the back of the
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For You will help
many further grasp
the meaning of
Galatians in the
21st century.

volume on Galatians, that a
number are coming from the
very able pen of Tim Keller,
who needs little introduction to
the readers of AP.
Despite its comparative brevity
there is depth in Galatians For
You. It does admirably well
what much bigger and a lot
more expensive books
struggle with – the
elucidation of the text, so
that its spiritual message
might be grasped by the reader and
hopefully passed on to others. Keller is
of course a master teacher, and his gift
shines through on just about every
page, which reflect a sermonic form,
with headings, introductory summary
statements, pithy quotes from the likes
of Martin Luther and John Stott,
questions for reflection and very apt
breakouts in large print on many pages.
Keller also supplies the reader with a
glossary to Galatians, a generous
personal reflection on the “new
perspective” and a bibliography.
Read alongside others like Luther (who
else?), Stott and Schreiner, Galatians

Calvinism and
Arminianism:
Out of the Maze
Terry Arnold,
Hervey Bay: TA
Ministries, 2012.
Reviewed by
Peter Barnes
This is a useful introduction to the
Calvinism-Arminianism debate from
one who has become convinced of the
doctrines of grace. There are a few
things that require correction. Some of
the grammar and spelling could use a
reworking (e.g. chapter 5 has the
heading “Who chose who?” when
“whom” is not yet defunct); some of
the history is erroneous (Pelagius was
from Britain, not Rome; the
Waldensian creed of 1120 was not
Calvinistic – it was not even
Waldensian as Peter Waldo was not
born until about 1140; and D. L.

Moody was not a Calvinist); some of
the Greek references assert more than
they prove (e.g. he over-reads what he
calls the aorist infinitive active of 2
Peter 3:9); and there are some other
infelicities (Timothy George’s ROSES
to replace TULIP has “singular
redemption” as the fifth point, not
“particular redemption”; and despite
pleading for a generous spirit towards
the other side, Arnold “proves” the
double-mindedness of Arminius on
page 32 by citing Calvin on Pelagius!)
Yet for all these errors, and more, there
are still some splendid quotations from
Spurgeon, and real, substantial replies
to the likes of Dave Hunt and Keith
Piper. It is here where Arnold is most at
home and does his best work.
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Every argument for abortion also works
for infanticide.

I

n May 2013 Dr Kermit Gosnell
from Pennsylvania was found guilty
of murdering three children intended
for abortion but born alive and then
murdered, and of the involuntary
manslaughter of a woman who had
gone through an abortion. Even some
hardened pro-abortion people admitted
that the whole business was grisly in the
extreme. Apparently one of the aborted
children was so big that Gosnell quipped
that he could “walk me to the bus stop”.
Photos were shown to the jury which
depicted babies with wounds in the
back of their necks. In effect, they had
been beheaded – which is a major news
item if performed by a jihadist but not
if performed by an abortionist. In
addition, the severed feet of aborted
babies were kept in jars in the clinic. In
two decades, Gosnell’s clinic had
performed something like 40,000
abortions, and made the doctor quite a
rich man.
The first thing to note about this
appalling business is that the
mainstream media in the USA by and
large ignored the Gosnell trial until it
was forced to cover it. Somewhat
sheepishly, the New York Times
admitted four weeks into the trial, on
15 April 2013, that “after an online
furore that the case was being ignored

Cigarette packets
warn that ‘Smoking
can harm unborn
babies’. No doubt it
can, but abortion
does more.

by the national news media because of
troubling accounts of late-term
abortions, reporters from major
newspapers and television networks
descended … on the Court of
Common Pleas”.
At the time of writing, Hazel Hawke
has just died, and is being lauded –
almost canonised – in the mainstream
Australian media partly for having had
an illegal abortion so that her future
husband could pursue his studies.
There is an overwhelming expectation
that people who work in the media will
favour practices such as abortion and
homosexuality.
The media routinely show pictures of
people who have been hacked by swords
or blown apart by bombs, but in 2005
when Evangelicals for Life made inquiries
about paying for an advertisement in
one of the major newspapers, both the
papers the group contacted raised
obstacles. Yet it only planned to show
the well-known picture of young
Samuel Armas being operated on in the
womb by a surgeon who was saving his
life, not destroying it. Squeamishness is
rather selective, it seems.
The Gosnell case reveals the state of
much of Western society. It is lost and
without a compass. Cigarette packets
warn that ‘Smoking can harm unborn
babies’. No doubt it can, but abortion
does more. Planned Parenthood even
has an advertisement: “Your baby will
thank you.” This can only mystify anyone
who retains any capacity to think.
In 2012 two Victorian doctors
advocated what they called “after-birth
abortion”. Planned Parenthood

the

murderous
conspiracy

LAST WORD

Peter Barnes

representative, Alisa LaPolt Snow, told
the Florida Legislature that if a child
was aborted but survived the abortion,
the decision as to what to do with the
child should be left up to the woman,
her family, and physician. We have
been manoeuvred about by slogans to
the point where critical standards have
almost collapsed around us.
Ultimately, Gosnell’s “crime” in the eyes
of the state was that he was unsuccessful
in killing the children in the womb, so
he resorted to doing it outside the womb.
If he had succeeded in the first place,
he would never have been charged.
Peter Singer has long argued in favour
of infanticide because the distinction
between the child in the womb and the
child outside is not enough to warrant
the law’s protection. His logic is
impeccable; his ethics are frightening.
There is no argument in favour of
abortion which is not also an argument
in favour of infanticide. Back in the
sixth century B.C. God told Jeremiah
why He used Babylon to destroy
Jerusalem. One of the many reasons is
particularly pertinent to this issue:
“And they have built the high places of
Topheth, which is in the Valley of the
Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire, which I did
not command, nor did it come into My
mind. Therefore, behold, the days are
coming, declares the Lord, when it will
no more be called Topheth, or the
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the
Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury
in Topheth, because there is no room
elsewhere” (Jer.7:31-32).
Hopefully, there are those with ears to
hear before it is too late.

