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I

guess I shouldn’t be surprised about the presence of
faddism in the church. All of us are susceptible to it.
In one way or another all of us have known the
tendency to want to “keep up with the Joneses”. We
understand the yearning to be relevant.
In a sense, such a desire is perfectly understandable in a
culture which is dominated by innovation in technology. As
the mantra goes, “new is good, newer is better and newest
is best.” Of course, this assumption makes perfect sense
when it comes to computer operating systems and
broadband speeds, but there is something that isn’t quite
right when we introduce the principle into theology.
Indeed, in several places the Bible warns us about the
danger of this idea. For instance, Luke tells us that in Paul’s
day it was characteristic of the pagan Athenians to do
nothing other than “telling or hearing something new”
(Acts 17:21). No doubt it was this same fascination with
whatever is new that lay behind Israel’s desire to
manufacture other gods in the wilderness (Ex. 32:1).
Nevertheless, despite the fact that Israel teetered on the
brink of annihilation when it pursued a policy of
pragmatism, the lessons of this ancient incident seem to be
lost on many within the modern church. For over a century
now, evangelicals have increasingly bought into the cult of
relevance and modernity. This is not really a sensible move
given the judgment that fell on Israel. Buying into
pragmatism is folly. It makes as much sense as investing at
the top of the market when all the signs suggest that
dramatic falls are imminent. Anyone who has studied
economics knows that such a practice is a recipe for
financial suicide. You never buy high and sell low – it’s a
formula for disaster, whether in money or ideas.
This is especially so when we consider ministry. It was
Charles Finney, the American evangelist, who proposed the
idea that the ends justify the means in ministry. He said:
“The success of any measure designed to promote a revival
of religion demonstrates its wisdom.” This is pragmatism
pure and simple. Paul, on the other hand, tells us to
undertake ministry strictly by the Book (1 Timothy 4:1316).
Peter Hastie
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The whole truth
In 1 Timothy theology and practice meet.

D

r Philip G. Ryken is the pastor at the historic Tenth
Presbyterian Church in
Philadelphia. He is a graduate of Wheaton College and Westminster
Theological Seminary and holds a doctorate in historical theology from the
University of Oxford. His doctoral thesis
was on the theology of the famous
Scottish pastor and theologian Thomas
Boston. Dr Ryken is the successor to Dr
James Montgomery Boice at Tenth
Church.
Dr Ryken is not only a well-recognised
preacher but a prolific author. He has
published two excellent commentaries
on Exodus and Jeremiah in Crossway’s
Preaching the Word series and a number
of important studies on the cross, grace
and the Lord’s Prayer. He is also the editor of a new series, The Reformed
Expository Commentary, and has written the commentaries on Luke, Galatians
and 1 Timothy in that series.
Dr Ryken has recently been appointed
as the eighth president of Wheaton
College, a Christian liberal arts college in
Wheaton, Illinois. He is married to Lisa
and has five children.
Philip, you decided several years ago
to preach a series of sermons on 1
Timothy. What led you to do it?
I wanted to preach from 1 Timothy
early on in my ministry so that I could
get the benefit of Paul’s tutelage. Since I
am a relatively young man in ministry, I
hope that I might come back to 2
Timothy later on in my life and see it
more from the mentor’s perspective
rather than the protege’s. At the time I

Philip Ryken
talks to
Peter Hastie

preached the series, I believed it would
be personally beneficial for me to review
the qualifications for Christian ministry.
I was keen to reflect on the instruction
that Paul was giving to his young colleague because I knew that I would profit
from it myself and I wanted to share the
joy of my discoveries with the congregation. It is a letter for Timothy, but also
for the benefit of the church.
You wrote your commentary on 1
Timothy in 2007. When did you
actually preach the series of
sermons?
I preached on 1 Timothy in the 1990s,
before I preached on the book of Exodus.
I think it was around 1997 to 1998. I had
been in the pastoral ministry for about
two or three years. There’s about a 10year gap between when I preached it and
when I wrote the commentary.
Were there any specific pastoral
needs that led you to do it apart
from your own desire to frame your
own ministry with biblical or
pastoral principles?
No, that desire was primary. I think it
was also a healthy book for a congregation to study. At the time I had been
preaching through Jeremiah, which was
quite a lengthy series. When I finished
Jeremiah, I thought it was time to study
a New Testament epistle with the con-
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gregation. I guess another factor, particularly at the beginning of my ministry at
Tenth Presbyterian Church, was that I
decided to gravitate towards books that
Dr James Boice, my predecessor, had not
preached on, or at least had not preached
on in some time. I noticed that he had
never undertaken a detailed expositional
series on the pastoral epistles, so I figured that it would be useful to look at 1
Timothy from that standpoint as well.
How do you determine what you are
going to preach on?
I normally think about what will be
good for the health of the congregation
at that particular time. I also consider
what has recently been preached or what
others are preaching in the context of
our total ministry at Tenth Presbyterian
Church. It is good if we can complement
one another. I also want to preach
through a book that excites me and for
which I have a high level of motivation to
preach. This is especially so if the series
is going to be long. I think the pastor’s
own enthusiasm for that part of God’s
word is very important for the congregation’s enjoyment of a longer series.
So, how did you make it through the
book of Exodus?
Again, I was very excited to preach
through Exodus. When I did that particular sermon series, we did more than
100 messages together. We did it from
beginning to end, all 40 chapters.
Even after chapter 21?
Yes, we covered all the material on the
tabernacle in detail. In a sense you do it

tending
twice because after you get the instructions on the tabernacle, you get the
report on how the Israelites carried
them out. I have to say that I was very
motivated to preach on the tabernacle
material, for several reasons. First,
hardly anyone ever preaches on it and I
thought it was worth the effort. Second,
the tabernacle is the most spiritually
important architectural structure in the
history of the world. The tabernacle is
the only building designed to communicate truth about God, His character, and
the way of salvation.
There was a third reason as well that
relates to Biblical interpretation. In an
earlier era there tended to be a lot of
allegorisation in the treatment of the
tabernacle. More recently there has
been a pendulum swing in the other
direction. I saw this as an opportunity to
preach the richness of the biblical symbolism of the tabernacle in a way that
was authentic to the meaning of the
tabernacle as originally constructed. I
wanted to connect that symbolism to
the person and the work of Christ in a
way that was faithful without being fanciful.
Of course, the story of the Exodus is
one of the greatest stories every told.
Throughout the story there is a recurring theme of God delivering His people
in a way that displays His glory. This
theme emerges from the sections on the
law and the tabernacle and the dramatic
acts of salvation from the early part of
the book. The two climactic moments in
the book of Exodus are found in chapter
14, where God is glorified in saving the
Israelites as they pass though the Red
Sea, and even more dramatically when
the glory of God comes down on the
tabernacle in chapter 40. You have to
preach through the whole of Exodus to
incorporate these high points, and for
me it was a very exciting journey to take.
Why did Paul write this letter to
Timothy?
I think Paul had a dual concern. First,
he was concerned for the church itself.
He wanted the church to be well cared
for. He particularly wanted it to have
strong leadership and a solid biblical
methodology for ministry. Many of the
instructions that Paul gives to Timothy
concern how he should conduct himself
in the household of faith, so as to
strengthen the church.
Second, Paul also reveals a deep love
and care for Timothy as a person. He is
concerned for him not only as a pastor,
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but he also reveals a deep knowledge of
this young man with respect to his gifts
and weaknesses. The whole letter
reflects a genuine desire to help a
younger brother.
You mentioned the importance of a
solid Biblical methodology for
ministry. How important is it that
the methodology is tied to the
message?
I think it’s crucially important. Many
of today’s church growth theorists have
misrepresented Paul’s idea of being “all
things to all people”. In 1 Timothy we
see that while Paul is sensitive to the

The tabernacle is the
most spiritually
important architectural
structure in the history
of the world – the only
building designed to
communicate truth
about salvation.
needs of particular groups, what is very
clear is that his ministry is grounded in
the gospel itself and in its verbal proclamation.
Paul’s ideas on ministry are not complex. He talks about a pattern of ministry that has to do with teaching God’s
word, prayer, a biblical pattern for
church leadership and church discipline.
It is not a fancy or innovative scheme
for church life; it is a reminder of the
practical basics. That is what Paul
demonstrated in his own ministry and
he exhorts Timothy to follow that
model.
What were some of the specific
challenges that Timothy was facing
in Ephesus?
Well, some of Timothy’s challenges
related to his natural reticence. The
impression we get from the pastoral
epistles is that Timothy had a tendency
to be shy and timid. Paul’s comments
suggest that he did not have the natural

disposition of a bold and charismatic
leader. Instead, he needed to be encouraged to step forward for leadership.
Timothy was facing a lot of theological
controversy. This theme comes up quite
often in 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy. He is
certainly facing some opposition to the
gospel.
We also know from the historical context of Ephesus that there was a strong
influence of pagan ideas in Ephesus. It
was a city in which there was rampant
idolatry and goddess worship. The
Christian church had to work out its
community life in that context. These
are just some of the challenges that
Timothy was facing.
How many of these issues do you
think are still current? For
instance, in Reformed churches
today we still seem to be having
disputes relating to the purpose of
the law, the nature of Scripture and
the doctrine of justification?
Most of the issues that we find the
church struggling with in the first century are duplicated in one way or
another in our own day. I would be hard
pressed to name a church community
anywhere that wasn’t surrounded by
idolatry in one form or another. The
ideal situation, of course, would be to be
in a position where we don’t have a lot of
theological controversy, where we work
at an issue, resolve it and then move forward.
However, what you find in the church
is that a lot of departures from orthodox
Christianity keep coming back. There
are fresh attacks today on the full reliability of Scripture and there are constant
attempts to downplay the atoning work
of Jesus Christ. Again, some church
leaders today have misunderstood the
gospel and have turned it back into
something that is basically a program of
works. Unfortunately, these are perennial issues for the church. I am sure that
many pastors are weary of these battles
and are longing for easier times. I think
that the example of Paul and the other
apostles in the New Testament period
show us that vigilance against false doctrine is a perennial part of ministry.
Why is false teaching so dangerous
within the church?
I think the main reason why false
teaching is so dangerous is that it has
the capacity to lead people astray from
the way of salvation. It also tends to
have a debilitating effect on a person’s
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spiritual health and personal morality,
even before it may lead them into apostasy. I think we should notice that Paul
sees a very close connection between
doctrine and life. Whenever Paul
instructs the church — and particularly
the elders and the pastors — about their
responsibility for pastoral care, he
always makes the point of joining doctrine and life together. The two are
closely related.
It is the salvation and spiritual health
of God’s people that is really at stake in
the conflict between true and false doctrine. Paul tells Timothy in 4:16, “Keep a
close watch on yourself and on the
teaching, persisting in this. For by so
doing, you will save both yourself and
your hearers.” While there is some discussion about the exact meaning of the
use of the word “save” here, Paul makes
it clear that there is a vital connection
between one’s conduct and one’s teaching ministry and that this has a saving
effect on those who receive that ministry.
I think we should also notice that
when Paul exposes some of the false
teaching in 1 and 2 Timothy, he is not
afraid to name names.
One of the issues that Paul deals
with in 1 Timothy, involves the
relationship of law and grace. How
crucial is this issue of law, grace and
justification to the future of the
church?
It’s a very live issue in Reformed
churches today. No doubt this is surprising to many people because one would
have thought that the Reformation
understanding of Paul’s (and indeed the
Bible’s) teaching on law and gospel
would be normative for churches that
have a Reformed heritage. Increasingly,
though, whether it is the New
Perspective on Paul, that is, a rejection
of the Reformers’ understanding of
Paul, or other attacks on the theology of
the Reformation, there seems to be an
attempt to smuggle works back into the
picture, not as one’s response to the
grace of God, but rather as what estab-
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lishes a person’s righteousness before
the Lord.
Do you mean that people in
Reformed
circles
are
now
attempting to make works a basis of
assurance?
Yes, some are using them as a basis of
assurance and others appear to be using
works as the ground of salvation. I think
that works may play a legitimate role as
a secondary source of assurance, but in
the present debate, it is as if the New

Most of the issues that
we find the church
struggling with in the
first century are
duplicated in one way or
another in our own day.
Testament and the Reformation battles
need to be fought all over again.
Justification is not the be all and end all
of theology; however, when Calvin said
it was the hinge on which salvation
turns, I think he was using an apt
metaphor for the centrality of justification in the biblical doctrine of salvation
as well as in the Christian life.
Are you seeing significant inroads
being made within Reformed
churches on this issue of the New
Perspective on Paul? N. T. Wright
has just published a new book,
Justification, that is receiving
favourable reviews.
Yes, Tom Wright wrote that book in
response to one by John Piper.
Interestingly, what scholars who support the New Perspective on Paul are
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saying about second temple Judaism
and Jewish religion in the time of Christ
and Paul is becoming more and more
suspect. Even secular scholars have
moved away from that position.
Evangelical churches who are embracing
it are a little bit behind the curve. So
while the influence of the New
Perspective may be wavering in scholarly circles, it is still a live issue in
Reformed churches in America. I think
one reason why Reformed churches are
susceptible to it is that we have a live
interest in issues of grace, law and
works, and people always find it intellectually appealing to consider fresh
approaches to these matters.
In the first section of 1 Timothy,
Paul attributes his conversion solely
to the grace of God. Does this have
anything to do with the importance
of grace as the foundation of the
Christian life and as the basis of
one’s ministry?
Yes, absolutely. However in saying
that, I also want to point out that there
are some preachers who talk perhaps
too much about their own spiritual
experiences. I think we need to remember that the spiritual life of one individual, no matter how interesting or exemplary, is somewhat limited compared to
the full scope of Scripture and what it
has to teach. In Paul we find a man who
is not at all unwilling to talk about his
own personal spiritual experience, but
he always does it for a different purpose
other than to let people know about
himself. It is always an illustration of
divine truth.
Paul is a very good example of how to
talk about one’s own spiritual life. The
way he does it in the first part of this
spiritual letter is in the context of the
function and purpose of the law and of
wrong emphases that preachers can take
in dealing with the law in their teaching.
In the second half of the chapter, Paul
emphasises that a proper use of the law
helps us to understand our need of
grace. It is at this point that he refers to
the grace that he himself has received.
At the conclusion of this section, as he
talks about the grace that God has for
him in Christ, he is overwhelmed by
what God has done for him and he celebrates God’s rich mercy for him as a sinner.
How emphatic is Paul in grounding
all Christian experience in grace?
I think that he is as emphatic as he
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could possibly be. I mean, you would be
hard pressed to find anywhere in his
writings where you don’t have a strong
emphasis on grace. I think you would
also be hard pressed to find any of his
personal references that don’t refer in
one way or another to the merciful grace
of God for sinners, or the sustaining
grace that God has for a believer in
weakness, or the power of grace that
God demonstrates through the lives of
His servants. Christian life and ministry
are about grace from beginning to end.
This explains why Paul’s letters both
begin and end in the way that they do. It
is always “grace to you” at the beginning
and “grace for you” at the end. That is
the story of Paul’s life as well.
Do
you
think
that
Paul’s
autobiographical reference is also a
remedy for the “success syndrome”
that plagues many Christian
leaders?
I think so. Kent Hughes has written a
great book called Liberating Ministry
from the Success Syndrome. I recommend
it to anyone starting out in ministry. It
gives what I consider to be a proper biblical definition of success in ministry
which is being faithful to what God calls
you to do and leaving the results up to
the Lord. If a pastor is to be liberated
from the “success syndrome” he has to
have a very strong sense of his identity
in Christ so that he doesn’t need human
approval to give him a sense of satisfaction and well-being in his work. Where
does that sense of identity come from?
Well, it comes from being aware of God’s
grace in your life. This means that you
can be totally honest about the extent of
your sin without being crushed by the
burden of your guilt. Once you begin to
understand the grace of God, the door is
open to experiencing great joy and being
able to serve the Lord in gratitude.
One further comment that I would
make about Paul’s account of his conversion is that he doesn’t engage in hyperbole. He means what he says when he
writes that “Christ came into the world
to save sinners of whom I am the foremost”. I think it’s a mark of healthy
Biblical piety and characteristic of someone who is growing in the Lord and powerful in ministry to have a deep personal
awareness of his or her own sin. There is
nothing wrong with a Christian thinking: “There couldn’t be a greater sinner
in terms of my heart attitudes than I
am.” We see this attitude in the prayer of
the tax collector at the temple, “Lord
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have mercy on me, the sinner.” Paul
wasn’t engaging in any kind of spiritual
one-upmanship when he expressed
these feelings. It’s really how he felt in
terms of his own sin and especially in
light of how he had persecuted the
church.
How should our experience of God’s
grace affect our worship? Is it
significant that Paul concludes his
statement about his own conversion
and enabling for ministry on a note
of praise and doxology?

It troubles me that I
often hear a critical
attitude or spirit in
Christians’ comments
about public leaders.
I see it more in political
conversation than in a
failure to pray.
Yes, and it is a very interesting doxology too – 1 Timothy 1:17, “To the King
of the Ages”, or, “unto the King immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour
and glory for ever and ever Amen.” It’s
an interesting doxology because it has a
bit of a polemical edge to it. The true
God is everything that Diana of the
Ephesians was not. She was more visible
than any other god or goddess in the
world in view of the size of her statue
and how far away her glittering temple
could be seen and so forth. The whole
city was littered with images of her
“divine” person, so called. In contrast,
here is the true God who has the real
power over immortality and is invisible
as well which, if you think about it, is a
superior quality.
So I see the doxology somewhat in a
polemical context or one that would
have had a strong resonance with people
who lived in Ephesus. It is very typical of
Paul to reach a point of celebration and
worship in his recitation of God’s grace
in his own life. We remind ourselves of
that story through our ministry of the

word whenever we gather for worship.
And, of course, this is the basis for our
praise.
It is very tempting for Christians to
be critical of political leaders in
modern society. Has Paul anything
to say about how we should pray for
them?
It troubles me that I often hear a critical attitude or spirit in Christians’ comments about public leaders. I see it more
in political conversation than in a failure
to pray.
I am talking about the kind of disparaging comments that Christians in
America sometimes make about our
public officials. I am not sure whether
this is a major problem in other parts of
the world, but it’s often the case in the
US that people listen to a media source
that’s driven by a particular ideological
perspective that is neither balanced nor
fair with the evidence. It is characterised by a lack of respect for people’s
offices. This kind of negative and cynical
reflection on people or parties who disagree with us is not in keeping with
what the Bible teaches about respect for
those in authority.
However, leaving that issue aside, we
need to see that Paul places a strong
emphasis on the duty of believers to
pray for political leaders in his letters,
particularly in Romans and 1 Timothy. I
think Christians today need to remember how difficult it must have been for
the early church to have had a right attitude to those in authority. I think we
would be hard pressed to find a more
morally compromised government than
the Roman government of the first century and so this should help us to recognise that the need to honour our leaders
is a duty for Christians in every place. I
regard the Chinese church today as a
wonderful example of respecting the
authorities. Chinese Christians are
rightly critical when the government
persecutes the church, but as far as I
have observed, they do so in a way that
is highly patriotic and also submissive to
God’s purposes for the government of
their nation.
Paul refers to intercessory prayer,
corporate prayer and presumably
private prayer, as a first priority in
the ministry of the church. Is the
modern church a little out of step
here when we tend to focus more on
activities other than prayer?
We had an interesting conversation
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on this last night at Tenth Presbyterian
because we had a committee of the
church working on church issues related
to stewardship. As we were putting
together a document explaining the
function of the committee we decided
that the first task of the committee is to
pray for the generous and sacrificial use
of God’s resources at Tenth Church,
both privately and corporately. We had
some discussion about whether we
should include it in the document
because on the one hand, unless we put
it in and make it our first priority, we
might easily neglect that in the work of
our committee. On the other hand, as I
said to our committee, if we thought
that any of the other things on our list
could be done apart from prayer, we
really don’t have any idea of how we are
meant to undertake God’s work. So I
have mixed feelings about including
prayer as one among a series of things
that we do. I think this is a struggle for
all of us in the Christian life. I really
think that one thing that profoundly
weakens the life and ministry in the
church is the neglect of prayer.
How should we be praying for our
political leaders?
I think the list is almost endless in
the kinds of prayers that we can pray on
their behalf. One of the things that Paul
says that we should pray for in the context of 1 Timothy 2 is that the leadership of our rulers will afford the church
a measure of peace that will enable us to
engage in mission and to do evangelistic
work. So, I see here a kind of “kingdommindedness”. Paul is not praying for our
national prosperity, or for an everincreasing gross domestic product, or
for our military supremacy. He prays
specifically about wise leadership for the
country that is conducive to the evangelistic work of the church and the salvation of large numbers of people.
What does it mean when Paul talks
about lifting up holy hands in
prayer?
I think the primary emphasis of the
phrase is on moral integrity and holiness. If you look through the Bible you
will see a variety of different postures
for prayer – kneeling, standing, hands
lifted up, heads bowed, lying prostrate –
they are all there. I am not particular
about the posture of prayer because I
don’t think the Bible is prescriptive.
When I am leading public prayer, sometimes I raise my hands and sometimes I
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don’t. It certainly is a very appropriate
posture, although perhaps not for the
long pastoral prayer. I guess I would
need Aaron to hold me up for that one! I
think the emphasis in Paul’s statement
is not so much on the posture but on the
holiness of the person praying. Those
are just a few side comments on posture
in prayer.
Some people today claim that
contemporary feminism is really a
modern phenomenon. Do you think
there were feminist tendencies in
the church in Ephesus that Paul
addresses in his pastoral letters?

In the higher strata of
Roman society there was
a kind of glamour culture in which strains of
feminism were apparent.

Yes, definitely there were. I think
that’s evident from certain things that
Paul mentions in 1 Timothy, as well as
from other evidence that we have from
historical studies of the period. While I
am not an expert on general culture in
the first century, I do know that in the
higher strata of Roman society there
was a kind of glamour culture in which
strains of feminism were apparent. I
think this helps us to understand why
Paul gives instructions about a proper
ordering of male/female relationships in
the household of God in 1Timothy.
Do Paul’s comments about the
male/female relationship have any
relevance today?
Yes, they certainly do. One comment
I often make is that the Bible has the
right balance on all issues, including
issues relating to relationships between
men and women and the way that the
gifts of women are designed to nourish
the ministry of the church. Biblical
instructions cut against the grain of
every society to the extent that that
society is out of accord with God’s stan-
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dards for life and godliness. We may well
feel the pinch of Paul’s instructions in a
different way in our own time from the
way they were heard and first given. I
think it’s helpful to remember that we
should expect to feel uncomfortable culturally with what the Bible says if our
culture is way out of line with it. The
Bible always has the sane, balanced and
sober view of things.
How do you encourage the women of
Tenth Presbyterian Church to be
engaged in a ministry of the Word?
We do it in many ways. One thing we
like to emphasise is that God has gifts
for every believer, from children to older
saints, and that He wants to use their
gifts in the life and ministry of the
church.
Given the cultural context of
Reformed and evangelical churches, we
like to emphasise the value of the gifts
that women have for the ministry in the
church. Women have many important
gifts with which to serve others and we
want those gifts to flourish. At Tenth we
encourage women to use their gifts in
teaching, in acts of service and mercy as
well as in prayer and hospitality, to mention just a few of the ministries which
they exercise.
In our children’s Bible school we have
around an equal number of men and
women teaching. As a matter of principle we encourage women to teach in
small group Bible study contexts and
also in adult classes of the church with
the provision that those Bible studies
are under the supervision of the elders.
There needs to be an elder connection
with every ministry in the church.
However, we reserve teaching roles for
ordained men in situations where we are
explicitly teaching doctrine and training
people for office within the church. In
these contexts we do not believe that it
is appropriate for women to be exercising that kind of ministry of the Word.
Apart from that, we encourage
women to be actively involved in the
study of the Word for themselves and in
Bible studies. For example, before running a class that is training people for
cross-cultural ministry we may well
invite a female missionary to speak who
has a lot of experience in this area. I
think there are many appropriate places
for women to be teaching.
How have Paul’s comments on
ministerial priorities in 1 Timothy
shaped your agenda and your
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practice here at Tenth?
Paul places a very strong emphasis on
the centrality of the ministry of God’s
word in the church and we certainly
reflect that here at Tenth. Paul’s instructions about the public reading and
preaching of Scripture have been very
influential in my life as has the passage
in Acts 6 which teaches that ministers
must be devoted to the ministry of
prayer and the Word of God.
I think it is also important to point
out as well that Paul has an equally
strong emphasis on the minister’s life as
well as on his preaching. By the grace of
God I want to be leading such a life that
people are not only following what I say
but also what I do. I don’t ever want to
be leading people astray by some lapse
of conduct. Even when I am doing something as simple as playing American
football with some of our young men, I
want to engage in that activity in a way
that teaches them sportsmanship and
concern for others. I think that is a very
important part of ministry.
How important are personal
relationships in ministry? Paul
speaks a lot about personal
relationships between different
generations within the church.
One of our former missionaries at
Tenth wrote a personal memoir entitled,
Life is Relationships. I think the title
reflects a profoundly Christian perspective. Everything we do in the Christian
life and in ministry is within community. It is one of the great blessings of
being on a multi-staffed church. We
enjoy very rich relationships. One of the
great blessings of being in a
Presbyterian church is that our form of
government allows us to act together in
a very intentional way.
I marvel at the wisdom of Paul in his
brief but timely advice at the beginning
of 1 Timothy 5. He tells young men to
deal with older men with the kind of
respect they would show their fathers.
Again, how should young men treat
younger women? How should they safeguard their sexual purity in that context? Well, he says, they treat a younger
woman as a sister, where any kind of
inappropriate sexual contact would be
unthinkable for a godly person. I just
marvel at the wisdom with which Paul
has just explained these relationships. I
take very seriously even something as
simple as honouring widows. This
means being particularly attentive to
their needs in a practical as well as an
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emotional sense. I think Paul has some
marvellous practical wisdom to offer
Timothy for his life in the church.
Paul warns Timothy about the
corrupting influence of the love of
money. In view of all the scandals
involving money within the church
do you have any comments about
the dangers of wealth?

Paul emphasises the
minister’s life as much
as his preaching. I want
to lead such a life that
people follow not only
what I say but what I do.

What I love about the way that Paul
addresses that issue in 1 Timothy 6 is
that he is very careful to say that money
is not the problem. The issue is not how
much money you have; rather, it’s the
heart desire that you bring to the whole
issue. The problem is not the money

itself; it’s our love of money that gets us
into trouble. I love the way that Paul
deals with the challenge of wealth. He
tells those who are rich to be rich in
good deeds. So he puts the emphasis on
giving and a sacrificial lifestyle. How
does money lose its idolatrous hold on
us? Well, that hold is never more easily
broken than when we decide to give a lot
of our money away. That money is never
better used than when we are giving it
for kingdom work.
At the very end of the letter Paul
actually appeals to the business
instincts of the Ephesians and wealthy
people everywhere. He says that if you
are going to make a wise investment,
you had better make it a long-term
investment that pays real dividends and
not just a short-term investment. He
says that the only investments that have
eternal value are the ones that we make
in the kingdom of God. Investing for
eternity is the best and most secure kind
of investment of all.
I think it is very important for pastors to be living this out in their own
lives. Unless we have really learned in a
deep way the principles of sacrificial and
generous stewardship, we will always be
somewhat hesitant in encouraging people to make that commitment in their
own lives. However, when we know the
joy that comes from that kind of giving
then we will be very keen to give because
we understand the kind of blessing that
ap
God will bring.
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Curing pew-monia
Like the Corinthians, our biggest problem is ourselves.

Bruce Winter

T

he hip-hop lolly-pop syndrome may be the Sunday
sugar boost for some
Christians in our modern
world. They come away feeling great and
“uplifted” from a temporary energy
burst that does not last outside the
church door. They have not been fed
from the Word and have missed out on
their spiritual square meal for the week.
We glimpsed this in a recent TV segment on Hillsong featuring its senior
minister and presenting a style of worship and view of the Christian life that
does not seem always to resonate with
the Word of God.
It was certainly not in the tradition of
Reformed Christians. But what is? There
are alternatives to hip-hop Christianity.
Not all of which measure up to the Word
and thereby solve the trouble with the
church. The trouble with the church is
not to be found in worship styles or any
other contemporary trend to fill the
pews but in individual Christians themselves living according to 1 Corinthians
8:1–11:1.
Here we will identify and assess five
aspects of contemporary Christianity
and church life which militate against
filling our pews.

T

he “pew-monia” Christian: In some
situations a mutant has developed.
The church is doctrinally correct, the service is Word-centred in terms of preaching, but the church is stagnant. Its members “turn up, sit up, stand up, sing up,
look up and pay up” for Sunday worship.
It is becoming a submerging church
going underground by natural attrition,
and facilitated by the undertakers.
Does this explain why some
Reformed churches and Christians
belonging to them are suffering from
“pew-monia”? Do we think of church on
Sunday as a respite from the rat race? Is
it a forerunner to another busy week
where, if there is time, we may attend a
mid-week Bible study? Have we factored

The “recliner” Christian
is not only the person
who has a Lazy-boy and
a flat screen TV.

in time to give to Christian ministry to
others, or do we just employ staff to
build up the body of Christ (Eph. 4:12)?
Often we are all too busy with work
and families and grandchildren and
other pressing needs and priorities to do
the jobs that were once done by members of the congregation. Youth work,
visiting the sick or elderly, pastoral calls,
teaching Sunday School and Scripture in
our secular schools have now mostly
been assigned to paid staff. Ministry has
become the domain of the trained or
“professional” rather than the Christian
in the pew.
Our excuse is often that we need to
put our own family first — and rightly so.
But our family is wider than those who
live under our roof. Let us not fail to
focus also on the family of God, our
brothers and sisters in Christ and their
needs, not just when we meet on Sundays
but throughout the week as well.
This family is not confined to one age
group, nor is our biological family which
often reaches across four generations. A
church which operates by ministering to
different segments of the family on the
basis of age is not necessarily a healthy
one. In a time of dysfunctional families it
is important that we hold these different
age groups together connecting children,
youth, marrieds, singles, widows, wid-
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owers and the elderly so that each may
enhance and minister to the other.
Hospitality is an important biblical
injunction (Heb. 13:2, 1 Pet. 4:9).
Furthermore, it is modeling to our children a Christian lifestyle which embraces
others, and one we would want them to
emulate.
Christians are to “devote ourselves to
good works”, “help in cases of urgent
need” (Tit. 3:8, 14) and “give to those
who beg” (Mt. 5:42). These things are
always to be on our radar and we may
need to give less time to the rat race to
do them.

T

he “recliner” Christian: This is not
only the person who has a Lazy-boy
and a flat screen TV. The apostle Paul
confronted this “recliner” lifestyle when
he arrived in Corinth. A decade before
his arrival, some Corinthian Christians
had rights that had been acquired in an
unprecedented era of affluence in the
time of the emperor Claudius. These
meant that they were now being waited
on. In some cases, this extended to those
who reclined for dinners in the precincts
of the great pagan temple to Octavia.
After Paul left Corinth these people
rationalised that “an idol is nothing” and
“there is only one God”, so they could
recline to dine in the temple precincts at
formal dinners with impunity (1 Cor.
8:4, 10).
But there were consequences.
Recliner Christians had an effect on
Christians new to the faith. These converts rightly assumed that this was the
norm for Christians. If the culture
taught that life was “all about me and my
rights”, they could continue to go to the
temple after they became Christians as
they had always done.
Recliner Christianity harmed and, in
fact, put out the light for new converts
who followed these examples. Paul refers
to this as “sinning against Christ” who is
the head of the church that is His body
(8:11-12)

t e n d i n g
Paul also declared, “If food causes my
brother to stumble, I will never eat meat,
lest I make a brother stumble” (8:13).
For some of the Corinthian Christians
this meant denying themselves a free,
major feast! But serving, not reclining, is
the hallmark of biblical Christianity.

T

he self-centred Christian: If, by some
unforeseen circumstance beyond
your control, you happen to be sitting in
your Lazy-boy watching your flat screen
TV, use the time to evaluate the ads.
Some encourage us to “do something for
me”. “You deserve it,” says one, while others mouth for us, “I want”, “I need”, ‘I’ll
get”. “Indulge yourself,” says another.
They are so convincing we almost believe
them — or perhaps we do!
We can turn to Paul again for the right
model. He possessed rights as both a
Roman citizen and an apostle, but he did
not always exercise them. To do so in
Corinth would have put him into the category of “the paid teachers” whom all
knew were in it for the money. At that
time there was a new wave in education
that departed from learning for living
and became all about learning for earning to become a “somebody”.
But as a gospel-first Christian, Paul
could say to the Corinthian church,
“Nevertheless, we have not made use of
this right, but we endure anything rather
than put an obstacle in the way of the
gospel of Christ” (1 Cor. 9:12).
He pronounced “Woe is me” against
himself if he did not preach the gospel.
This apostle of the gospel went to extraordinary lengths to make sure that nothing he ever did or said created an obstacle or deterred others hearing about the
amazing rescue operation that God had
mounted through His Son.
Clearly there were some of the elect in
the Corinthian church for whom their
rights were inalienable and as a result
the gospel had no actual priority. In
doing so they would be simply affirming
the cultural mores of their day.

T

he “nimby” Christian: This acronym
for “not in my back yard” is well
known among the affluent in most western countries. The dictionary defines it
as somebody who objects to something
unpleasant or dangerous being located
near his or her home but is perfectly
happy to see it located elsewhere.
But in some places the definition has
been stretched to refer to those from
ethnic minorities, refugees, religious
groups or denominations with different
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emphases and worship styles.
Such people who adopt this attitude
would probably try to argue that “ethnic”
churches had been in Jerusalem following the day of Pentecost when the vast
number of people from all over the
Roman empire heard and believed.
1 Corinthians 9:22 confirms that Paul
was colour blind. “I have become all
things, to all men, that by all means I
may win some,” he says. His mission was

In Corinth, life was all
about networking and
the politics of friendship. You only related
to those who might be
useful to you and
your career.
to all races and his tailor-made evangelistic messages spoke to all classes in
Roman society from senators downwards, and were crafted for Greeks and
Jews and other ethnic minorities in
Corinth.
While the majority of the names of
Corinthian Christians are Latin ones
(which is to be expected because Corinth

was, after all, a Roman colony), there
were names from other ethnic groups in
this multi-cultural congregation. There
was no homogenous church mentality
with Paul but rather the gospel priority
was a mark of the church in Corinth.

T

he friends or neighbours Christian:
The Bible has much to say about
friends and friendship, with Jesus
Himself calling us friends if we do what
He commands.
Church is always a good place to meet
people, and generally the people we meet
there are people we like (or who are like
us!). It is a safe place to be. But friendship can be to the exclusion of neighbours whom we may not like, (or who
may not be like us!).
“Who is my neighbour?” is a question
Jesus answered with a long parable. But
it was not a priority question in Corinth.
In fact you did not need to know your
neighbour. Life was all about net-working and the politics of friendship. You
only related to those who might be useful to you and your career. So who cared
who your neighbours were? That question was simply not on their radar.
However, Paul comes in with a
counter-cultural command when he
asserts, “No one must seek his own good
but the good of his neighbour” (10:24).
Christianity was not about oneself but
about the others. It must have sounded
strange in that first-century world and
not easily digested — that you were not
first in your priorities.
Paul’s clear-cut command is preceded
by two refutations of the Corinthian cul-

christian witness to israel
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For 30 years CWI has been working in Australia and Paul Morris has been the
Field Leader since 2001. Paul plans to return to the UK at the end of 2010 so
we are seeking missionary staff and deputation staff to replace him.

new staff required
Is God calling you to promote Jewish mission in the churches, or to a ministry
of evangelism among Jewish people? Please contact Colin Chamberlain,
CWI Chairman, to discuss how you might pursue that calling with CWI.

www.cwi.org.au
PO Box 7377, Bondi Beach, NSW 2026
Tel: 02 4226 3332 chamb@hotkey.net.au
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ture’s catch-cry that “everything is permitted”. In both Latin and Greek this
was a popular affirmation. But Paul
emphatically states that not everything
is beneficial. Some behaviour patterns
are clearly detrimental to the person
who acts them out.
Another reason is mounted against
what everyone believes as a given, needing no proof. “Not everything builds up.”
This must have sounded weird to the
Corinthians. Life for them was not about
affirming others and seeking to enhance
their lives. Life was all about themselves.

souls

many in order that they might be saved”.
His absolute sensitivity to others’ sensitivity is one example (10:27-30), even
though he has come under condemnation from other Christians (9:3). That
others can and must be rescued from hell
was urgent and all consuming. His teaching on election never bred complacency.

W

hat would or what did Jesus do?
WWJD badges, bracelets and
books still sit on the shelves of some
Christian bookshops. What would Jesus
do? What would Jesus drive? This type
of question defined a recent popular
movement especially among young
Christians. It sought to help them think
before acting. However it is not a question that Paul would ever have asked.
First, Paul sought to imitate Jesus by
“seeking to please everyone in everything
I do” (1 Cor. 10:33a). Others were always
first, as were their needs. Paul’s way of
life was always other-people focused.
Second, Paul never sought his own
advantage as he lived day by day
(10:33b). He trusted the Lord to look
after him. He would not be asset- orientated or Super-focused.
Third, he sought “the advantage of

Paul never sought his
own advantage as he
lived day by day.
He would not be assetorientated or Superfocused.
Paul declared “I imitate Jesus”
(10:33c). So what did Jesus do? Paul
reveals elsewhere what Jesus did. “Christ
did not please Himself” (Rom. 15:3).
That statement is testimony that He was
the one for others throughout all his life,
as his life in the gospels so clearly
demonstrates. Paul models his life as a
Christian on this.
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The amazing statement is also a binding command on every Christian person.
“You must imitate me, just as I imitate
Jesus” (1 Cor. 11:1). This means
“whether you eat or drink or whatever
you do, you must do all to the glory of
God” (1 Cor. 10:31). You must give no
offence racially to others by comments
or actions or to be offensive in what you
do in the church of God (1 Cor. 10:32).
There are choices to be made in the
way we live as Christians. Will it be characterised by pew-monia, self-centeredness, nimbyism, friends or neighbours
or “what did Jesus do?” characteristics?
Or will it be the other — doing all to the
glory of God, not pleasing yourself, not
giving offence to any ethnic groups, not
seeking your own advantage but that of
those about you – whether in your
neighbourhood or work place – in order
that they may be rescued by Jesus.
What is the trouble with the church?
1 Corinthians 8:1–11:1 gives us some
very important clues. It can make the
difference between the church either
dying, or surviving and thriving. The
ball is in our court. It is up to each of us
to live according to this section of
ap
Scripture.
Bruce Winter is principal of
Queensland Theological
College at Emmanuel College
in St Lucia, Brisbane.
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A modern Calvin
Reflections on the life and ministry of John MacArthur

Mark Powell

R

ecently I had the privilege of
attending The Shepherd’s
Conference
at
Grace
Community
Church
in
Southern California, where John
MacArthur Jnr has been the pastor for
the past 40 years. The conference itself
has been held in one form or another for
about the past 10 years and is designed
to encourage men in their pastoral
oversight and in their preaching and
teaching ministries in their respective
churches.
This conference was of interest to me
for two reasons: First, I came to an
understanding of the Gospel while
studying at a Lutheran University in
Southern California and so, 20 years
later, I wanted to see what the Christian
“landscape” over there was like. And
second,
John
MacArthur’s
commentaries and sermons have
probably influenced me more than
anyone
or
anything
else
in
understanding
the
Reformed
perspective. Thus, I wanted to see the
man in action before he goes on to glory.
While much could be said about the
various speakers who were also at the
conference, as well as its emphasis on
the need for passionate and faithful
expository preaching, I would like to
limit myself to commenting on the
legacy of the man himself who (humanly
speaking) is at the very heart of this
influential and now world-wide
ministry. For while many will be
familiar with his books and sermons I
was struck by a number of aspects that
can only be truly perceived by seeing
and hearing him in person.

A

bove all else, at the heart of this
man’s ministry is a great care and
concern for the people to whom he
ministers as well as to the God whom He
knows and serves. This is something
that cannot simply be faked or avoided –
especially when you have been
somewhere as long as he has. Through

On average, more than
50,000 of MacArthur’s
sermons are downloaded from the internet
every day through the
Grace To You network.
both what he said and also he said it, I
was both struck and rebuked by his deep
love for the sheep, and also for our Chief
Shepherd. The people who served us at
the conference were also members of
Grace Community and they did so with
joy, willingness and enthusiasm.
Alongside this is MacArthur’s faithful
and fearless proclamation of the truth
of God’s Word. One notable example
was the way – in a theologically mixed
audience of more than 3500 pastors
from around the world – MacArthur
clearly and courageously defended the
doctrine of limited atonement from no
less a passage than 2 Corinthians 5:1116! Coupled with this though, he
evidenced a genuine humility before the
text of Scripture itself rather than
simply displaying an allegiance to a
Reformed framework of the topic.
MacArthur’s practice has been to
preach systematically through the New
Testament every Sunday morning and
evening. Each of these sermon series
have formed the basis of a published
commentary, the great value of which is
modeling “homiletically” how to preach
through a book of the Bible while not
neglecting the details of text. He is now
almost finished that task with only the
Gospel of Mark to go.

I was impressed with how wise he was
in his advice and application of Biblical
principles. For example, when he was
asked what advice would he give to a
young pastor going to a church where
the congregation was not on the same
page as he was theologically, he
challenged the audience to go to places
that need them and not just to those
that are already coming from the same
perspective.

T

hen he went on to say that a pastor
needs to find out who the key
people (social “power brokers”) were and
get to know and love them the most!
That way as you preached through the
Bible and controversial issues came up
you had already won the people before
trying to persuade everyone of the
correctness of the doctrinal truth that
was at stake.
He said from his observation very
few pastors were asked to leave because
they couldn’t preach; rather the
situation becomes untenable and
disintegrates when key people in the
congregation are put offside and a
significant
proportion
of
the
congregation feel that they need to
support them for one reason or another.
If the pastor’s personal relationship
with these people is nevertheless
strong, then the chance of conflict and
division is greatly diminished.
MacArthur is not just talking
theoretically here but from painful
pastoral experience. In an interview
with Mark Dever he explains how early
in his ministry he experienced what he
called “Black Tuesday” where there was
what he himself described as a mutiny
and a significant proportion of his
leadership board turned against him.
It would be easy to think that Grace
Community, and in particular The
Shepherd’s Conference, was all about
the man John MacArthur, but he is
clearly part of a much wider team which
he captains. This was demonstrated in
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how many others spoke about him at
the conference as well as his deep
appreciation and encouragement for
both men and women who used their
musical
and
spiritual
talents
throughout.
Something that will be of particular
interest to most reading this article is
MacArthur’s deep conviction of the
need for elders. There is something of a
resurgence of this particular aspect of
church government in Baptist churches,
but it is illuminating and instructive to
see how others perceive and value the
role when they have functioned for
many years without it.

S

omething that many in Australia
might not realise is that not only is
MacArthur the pastor and weekly
preacher of a fully functioning local
church but he is also responsible for the
founding and development of a school, a
university, a seminary and also a
theological journal. These are called The
Master’s College and The Master’s
Seminary, and The Master’s Seminary
Journal respectively.
Not only that but, in the spirit of
John Calvin, his published writings and
in
particular
his
expositional
commentary series (which covers nearly
every book in the New Testament) has
sold more than a million copies making
them one of the most influential
preaching tools in the world today. Even
more remarkable is the fact that, on
average, more than 50,000 of his
sermons are downloaded from the
internet every day through the Grace To
You network. What’s more, like
Matthew Henry in his day, MacArthur’s
“Study Bible” is anecdotally just as
appreciated by those who use it.
MacArthur has also created a culture
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at Grace Community Church that is
committed to every member ministry.
Interestingly, I noticed that one of the
books they were promoting in their
bookshop was The Trellis and the Vine by
Sydney’s Tony Payne and Col Marshall!
That is all good in theory (and I’m sure
many of us would heartily agree), but
the members of the church there show

10,000 people spread across three
distinct services every Lord’s Day.
Unlike other evangelical church leaders,
this fact is never really publicised.
However, what is even more remarkable
is how a congregation of this size can
still retain the disposition and feel of
being a large local church. This is a
direct result of his emphasis on church
membership as well as church discipline
which at Grace is practised regularly and
consistently.

T
John MacArthur has
come through all of the
various storms and
scandals to which many
other Christian leaders
of his generation have
succumbed.

that this is indeed a reality and
something they are deservedly
renowned for within their own
community and country.
Coupled with this was their
commitment to bless the wider body of
Christ as demonstrated by the
significant financial gift to everyone
attending the conference to purchase
good theological books at a greatly
discounted and subsidised rate.
Another aspect that is not
immediately obvious to even those
familiar with his numerous writings is
that he ministers in a church of close to

Discount Offer
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he final aspect that I would like to
comment on is the personal
integrity of the man himself. By the
grace of God, John MacArthur has come
through all of the various storms and
scandals to which many other Christian
leaders of his generation have
unfortunately succumbed. There is
something incredibly powerful (or as
those in the emergent church
movement would say, “authentic”)
about listening to a preacher who has
truly walked with God.
Although he has different views from
many of us in some areas – for example,
like a lot of American evangelicals, he
has a pre-millennial view of Christ’s
return as well as an outspoken rejection
of baptism as a covenant sign for
believers and their children (Acts 2:39;
16:33-34; 1 Cor 10:1-2 & Col 3:20) – I
believe that history will show that his
legacy is an extremely generous gift
from our loving heavenly Father. We
have much to learn from him. In the
words of the man himself:
“The true measure of a man of God
does not lie in his claims of visions and
experiences with God, or the force of his
personality, the size of his ministry, his
educational degrees, or any other
human criteria. A true man of God is
marked by how much he has suffered in
the war against the kingdom of
darkness, how concerned he is for
people, how humble he is, and how
accurately he handles the supernatural
revelation found in God’s Word.”
Perhaps The Shepherd’s Conference
next March of 2011 might be something
that some of us will prayerfully consider
taking our own pastoral staff and elders
to because we will all be edified and
ap
blessed by it.

Contact: Australian Presbyterian Office
P.O. Box 375, Kilsyth, VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9723 9684
Email: manager@ap.org.au

14| australian presbyterian June 2010

Fax: (03) 9723 9685

Mark Powell serves as one of
the ministers of Cornerstone
Presbyterian Church,
Burwood, Sydney.

b i b l e

s t u d y

Tending the flock
20 daily Bible studies in 1 Timothy

T

he Bible gives us many different “models” to help
us understand more clearly what God wants His
Church to look like. As Christ’s “Bride” we are to
be faithful to Him and beautiful for Him, sharing
in the blessings of His love and faithfulness; as the Holy
Spirit’s “Temple” we are to be joined together as “living
stones” with Christ as the Foundation, Cornerstone and
Capstone; as the “called out” people of God (ekklesia) we are
to gather together regularly for mutual teaching and
encouragement; and so on.
Perhaps the “model” that best addresses Presbyterian
ecclesiology is that of “shepherd and flock” with its sense of
“belonging” and its emphasis on spiritual oversight and
care. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who has laid down His life
for the sheep, and the Chief Shepherd who feeds and cares
for His sheep, entrusting this work to under-shepherds or
presbyters (elders). In his three “Pastoral Epistles” (1 and 2
Timothy and Titus) Paul spells out to his two understudies
what this means for them as God uses them in the building
up of His Church. God’s people need to be taught faithfully
the truths of the gospel, and they need to be cared for
pastorally as they live out the gospel in a hostile world.
Many of the issues we face today in Australia may be
different from those faced by the first century church at
Ephesus where Paul had left Timothy. For instance,
Gnosticism as such is not on our agenda, although some of
its seed-types are embedded in our culture. Nevertheless, as
you work through Paul’s first letter to Timothy this month
you will see how relevant his wisdom is to our situation.
Pray as you do these studies that God will revitalise the part
of His Church in which you are involved.

Bruce Christian is a former
Moderator-General of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
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DAY 1
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 1:1-2
THE POINT Into this short salutation beginning his letter to
Timothy, Paul packs a powerful message to set the tone for all
that follows. He’s a true father in Christ for the inexperienced
church leader.
THE PARTICULARS
• Throughout the letter Paul will use the titles “Christ Jesus”
ten times, “Christ Jesus our Lord” and “our Lord Jesus Christ”
twice each, and “Christ” once. (His usage in the shorter 2
Timothy is almost identical.) He is keen to stress that the one
he serves is God’s Messiah (Christ), the man born to be the
Saviour (Jesus).
• Paul is in no doubt that he is one sent/commissioned (“apos-

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 1:3-7
THE POINT Even very early in the Church’s history there
was a need for a diligent, pro-active stand against false teaching; but much care had to be taken over the basis and motivation for this action.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul impressed on Timothy the importance of taking a positive stand against error; it was not enough just to teach the
truth.
• Wrong (“different”) teaching leads to an imbalance in emphasis so that matters of little importance become major issues of
controversy and a source of harmful division among believers.
• God is concerned that life and service in His household be

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 1:8-11
THE POINT There’s nothing wrong with God’s Law: it keeps
law-breakers in check and provides a basis for identifying
them! Problems arise when we adopt a legalistic or pharisaical
attitude (Luke 11:42) that misses issues of faith and holiness.
If we get these right we are not likely to be over-occupied with
points of law.
THE PARTICULARS
• The law is essentially good, but needs to be kept in perspective.
• God’s law (summarised in the Ten Commandments) is necessary for identifying all who defy His pattern for living in His
world.
• Violation of God’s Law represents a denial of sound doctrine,

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
THE POINT I knew a lady who for most of her life resisted
professing to be a Christian because she wasn’t good enough.
Paul wants her to know that he registered even stronger on
the “sin-meter” and yet Christ’s patience won the day for him
and brought him to a faith that assured him of God’s gift of
eternal life. If God could save him he could save anyone! And
not only did Jesus save him, He even gave him significant
work to do for Him. This was what John Bunyan identified
with as “Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners”. All honour
and glory belongs to our God.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul was raised from being spiritually dead (“in ignorance
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My true son in the faith.
tle”) by the express command of God and of His Messiah,
Jesus. This is not just a friendly note to Timothy with a few
helpful tips!
• God in Christ saves us now, and gives us hope for the future.
It is good to be reminded of this when our cause seems to be
lost.
• Paul accepts his responsibility as Timothy’s spiritual father.
• Grace (receiving what we don’t deserve), mercy (not receiving
what we do deserve), and peace (our resulting disposition) are
the greatest blessing we can desire for each other in Christ.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you have a child/parent in Christ? Do you write to them?

Danger: Menaces at Work.
centred around, and concerned with, faith in Him – not with
novelties, no matter how fascinating, and even true, these
might be.
• Dealing with heresy must be motivated by genuine love (for
the heretic as well as for the Church) and should be preceded
by a self-examination to ensure there is no hypocrisy involved.
• We need to be wary of confident “big-talkers” whose life and
witness are not consistent with the truths they profess; with
such an inconsistency their teaching is reduced to mindless
prattle.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is there any unhelpful majoring on minors in your fellowship?

Good law, bad lawyers.
which in turn sets us in opposition to the gospel of God’s
grace.
• Paul’s commission meant that he was entrusted with the
Gospel and all that this entailed: God’s grace saves us apart
from the Law (cf Galatians 2:16, Ephesians 2:8-9), but continuing to live an unholy, ungodly, irreligious life is a denial of
Gospel truth.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• If you have time, list the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:317) and list the sins Paul mentions here in a column beside
them. How many correlations can you see between the two
columns?
• What are some practical steps we can take to avoid the two
errors of legalism and “cheap grace”? Does John 15:1-17 help?

Look what grace can do.
and unbelief”) and was given new life in Christ. God in His
great mercy was prepared to overlook even the blasphemy and
violence against His Church because, being “dead”, Paul knew
no better.
• In Christ Jesus, Paul was given all that he needed for spiritual life and usefulness: grace, faith, love, strength and responsibility.
• In the light of all this it is clear that no sinner is beyond
God’s grace and power to save: Paul himself is a prime example for us.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Have you had first-hand experience of “grace abounding” in
your life? How does it affect your attitude to other sinners?

c h u r c h
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister,
Clerk or Elder. Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Kormilda College 10.00am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8945 7878.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains Primary School, cnr
Ellerstone Ave & Noorooma St, Isabella
Plains. Worship Service & Sunday School
10.00am. Evening service 6.15pm (light
meal @5:45pm).
Mike Pittman (02) 6292 6772.

new south wales
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am (6.30pm 1st Sunday only.)
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev. Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church

14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL
Cr Bendooley & Wingecarribee St. 9.30am.
Kids’ Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Sess. Clrk: Mr Peter Boggs, (02) 4861 3079.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am.
Samoan service 12.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am, 10.30am
& 6.30pm. Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932
(W), (02) 9419 7349 (H). Ass. Rev. Warren
Esdale.
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English 9am & 5pm / Cantonese 10.30am /
Mandarin 9am / Bilingual Service 12noon /
Sunday School 9am & 10:30am / Youth 9am.
Church Office (02) 9331 4459. Rev. David
Tsai (02) 9747 4845 or 0408 5516 606.
COFFS HARBOUR
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am & 9.45am.
Harbourside Evangelical Church: 5.00pm &
7.00pm.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CORNERSTONE
@ Concord: Meets Concord Public School
9.30 am. Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St.
Concord. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 9702 5281
@ North: Meets Eastwood Heights Public
School 9.30am. Lincoln Street, Eastwood.
Rev. C. S. Tang (02) 9688 7880.
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong, Morongla.

Rev. David Stone Ph (02) 6341 2991.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Pastor Gordon Peden (02) 4932 0370.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts. 9.00am, 10.30am &
6.30pm. Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Jason Summers (02) 6557 5047
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm 2nd & 4th
Sundays. Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Phone: (02) 4821 3115.
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am and
11am. Chinese language. Rev. P. Tamsett 9760
0900. Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am
P. Magee 9863 3391. Canley Heights: 3 Derria
St. Inquiries 9609 7384. East Parramatta:
Inquiries B. Frost 0433 908 130.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
5.30pm. Rev. Kevin Murray (02) 9580 1425.
KOGARAH
12-16 Derby – 9.30am.
Mr Steve Chong (02) 8012 6837 (H).
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev. Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MITTAGONG
Mittagong Presbyterian Community Church.
Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am. Sess Clrk
Mr John Currie, (02) 4872 4293.
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083

| australian presbyterian June 2010 17

c h u r c h
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
MOSS VALE
7 Browley St 9.30am & 6.00pm
Rev. Steve North (02) 4869 4795.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am &
6.00pm. Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am. Surfside: 7.00pm.
Stockton: 10.30am Wednesday.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
Asst: Rev. Jon Nuttall (02) 4928 3410.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Dr Stephen Pym (02) 9460 9637.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAK HILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 9.00am 1st
Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am, 10.30am
& 7.00pm.
Rev. William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev. S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd & Carlisle St.
Service times: 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Rod Mallison (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
SPRINGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
A. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). Rev. Keith Walker (02) 4751 1188 (O).
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev. Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev. Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am Rev. David Hassan (02) 6765 2865.
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TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TOUKLEY
Cnr Hargreaves St and Victoria Ave.
9.30am Morning Worship
6.00pm 2nd Sunday Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec.
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 4392 9904.
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. David Yu (02) 9489 3302.
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Session Clerk: Mr J. Grant (02) 4759 1998
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WEST WYALONG (Home Mission Station)
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba: Weethalle:
Last Sunday 7.00pm. Contact Mrs Helen C.
Husking, Session Clerk (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev. Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. K. Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Ian Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev. Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am & 6.30pm (1st, 3rd & 5th
Sun.) Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
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BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev. P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 10.00am each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9307 6583.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev. Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG
Terang: 155 High St.
Camperdown: Cnr Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Session Clerk: T. Fleming (03) 5594 8231.
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am
Rev. Shojc Tsuchihira (03) 9511 0421.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
Rev. Phillip Chang (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Brown (03) 9583 2785.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
CRANBOURNE/LYNDHURST
Cranbourne: Cnr Russel & Sladen Sts
10.00am weekly.
Lyndhurst: 214 Westernport Hwy (entry
frm Pyramid Pl) 2.00pm 2nd & 4th Sunday of
Mth. Mod: Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
CROYDON HILLS
Maroondah Community Centre, Brentnall
Rd, Croydon (next to Maroondah Secondary
College). 10.00am.
Rev. Matt James (03) 9725 5370.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd & McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm. Rev. Gerald
Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans Rd.
& Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Mark Smith (03) 5625 4112.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720

c h u r c h
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
Session Clerk: Mr John Disney 8707 0462.
GEELONG (St. George’s)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St. 10.00am.
Ministers: The Very Rev. Dr Allan Harman (03)
5255 2134. Rev. Peter Wilding (03) 5281 1723.
GEELONG NORTH
60 Victoria St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
Clerk: Mr J. R. Diffen (03) 5264 8080.
GISBORNE (St Andrew’s)
Fisher Street 10.30am & Evening service last
Sunday of month 5.30pm (7.00pm Summer
daylight savings)
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev. David Schultz (03) 5562 7777.
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
HORSHAM
16 Kalkee Road 10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Willem Vandenberg (03) 5382 3735.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Rod Scott (03) 9763 4248.
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
2.00pm. Rev. Stephen Kim 0430 136 155.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 5.30pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
10.30am (Indonesian Service) Werner
Brodbeck Hall, 156 Collins St.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Simmonds (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Miles Fagan (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am. Tallygaroopna:
Victoria St. 9.30am. Cobram: Cnr High and
Pine Sts. (Anglican Church) 2.30pm.
Rev. Frank Savage (03) 5862 1621.
Yarram: Cnr Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm.
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RESERVOIR (St. Andrews)
81 Edwardes St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk 9497 4785.
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 10.30am &
7.30pm (1st Sunday of the month).
H. Missionary – Pastor Steven Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr Jeff Broad (03) 5484 6284.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev. Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
SORRENTO-RYE
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Avenue
11.00am. Rye: Cnr Collingwood & Lyons
Sts. 9.15am. 6.00pm.
Rev. John Brennan (03) 5985 6492
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Cho (03) 9311 1661.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am
1st Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St.
7.00pm (5.00pm June, July, August).
WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am.
Brian Harvey (03) 5966 2309.
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.00am
(Includes Children’s program) & 5.00pm
(in the church hall Princess St).
Office: (03) 5562 2029.
South Warrnambool: MacDonald St. 9.15am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Rev. Ben Johnson (03) 5562 2029.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
1363 Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Dean Carroll (03) 5964 7563.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr Mortiner & Beaudesert Rds.
9:00am & 6:00pm. Rev. Daniel Bigg,

(07) 3277 0010 (O), (07) 3711 5410 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev. Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Asst. Rev. Teddy Woo (07) 3865 4185
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
122 Ellingham St, Kuraby 9am & 11am.
145 Ann St. 2.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Nicol (07) 5499 1977 (office)
0418 876 634 (mob.)
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Gaius Goh (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek
Rd (cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 8.30am,
10.30am & 6.30pm. Centre: (07) 3398
4333. Asst. Rev. Jens Norved (07) 3396
1185. Japanese Service 1.30pm. Des Soares
(07) 3892 5912.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.)
2nd Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am.
Ph: 4972 1058.
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676.
www.arundel.org.au
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd & Regency
Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Ray Evans (07) 5573 1458.
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
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Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5530 5758.
HELENSVALE (Northlinks)
1 Shepparton Road – 9.30am.
Rev. John Evans (07) 5580 1367.
HERVEY BAY
5 Denman’s Camp Road, Scarness. 9.30am
& 7.00pm. Rev. John Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am. Office:
(07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am
& 7.00pm. Church Office (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MILES
Cnr Warrego and Leichhardt Highways
9.00am. Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4627 1180.
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev. P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (Fitzroy)
St. Stevens – Burnett St. 8.30am & 6.30pm
John Knox – Rundle St. 10.00 am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 9.00am. Emerald: Cnr Ruby &
Egerton Sts., 11.00am. Mr Mervyn Blake
Phone (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
The Gap High School Auditorium
1048 Waterworks Rd, 9.30am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 2987
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
Rev. Andrew Clarke (07) 4632 8027.
TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
Rev. Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 8.30am, 11.00am &
6.30pm. Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232.
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am & 6.30pm.

d i r e c to r y

Rev. Peter Barber (07) 4771 2460.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823.
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 7.45am,
9.30am & 5.45pm. Rev. Esa Hukkinen
(07) 4613 6691, (07) 4633 4188 (O).
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am. Wilston: Macgregor St.
10.15am.
Rev. Stuart Atkinson (07) 3356 4124.

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am & 5.00pm. Rev. Stuart Bonnington
Word on Wednesday 12.30pm
(08) 9398 1304 Off. (08) 9336 6542
MANDURAH
Cnr Sutton and Gibson St 10:00am
Rev. Paul Bloomfield (08) 9319 0706.
WEST LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
English & Japanese Service 1.00pm.
Rev. Steve Young (08) 9448 8755.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Rev. Kevin Stow (08) 8284 1719. Session
Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
36 Hutchison St. 10.00 am.
Pastor Robert Finster (08) 8391 2270.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Nelson (Vic). Rev. Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Damien Carson (08) 8364 1363.
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.15am & 5.00pm. Rev.
Damien Carson (08) 8264 4607 (Office)
(08) 8262 7680 (Home)
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am.
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
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Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am. S/Clerk
H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St,
The Glebe. Mount Stuart 10.00am:
Mount Stuart Hall, Byard St, Mount Stuart.
Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 5.30pm.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. H.M. Dan Shepheard (03) 6234 8207.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.30pm. 188 Macquarie St.
(03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am. Glengarry: 9.15am.
Frankford H’way. Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd
Sunday. Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard 9.30am &
6.00pm. Clerk David Turner (03) 6247 7971.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Charlie Kennedy 0400 228 241.
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
50 Auld Kirk Road Sidmouth 10.00am.
Caveside Road Mole Creek 2.00pm.

To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50
$45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99
$55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

b i b l e
DAY 5
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20
THE POINT The Bible persists in making two points very
firmly: that God is sovereign so that everything we have and
are is due to His grace; and that He holds us accountable to act
in obedience to His commands. Paul gives instruction to
Timothy to show how both of these things are true. Yes, the
Lord has already prophesied about Timothy’s future – but this
does not mean he can just sit back to watch it all happen. He
is to “fight the good fight” of faith! Otherwise (in spite of the
prophecies?) he could end up with his faith on the rocks, like
many others had already done.
THE PARTICULARS
• Timothy had a personal “call” from God to the work of ministry – confirmed by “laying on of hands” by the presbyters

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7
THE POINT Paul wants Timothy (and us) to expand our
horizons. God’s saving work extends to all peoples, all classes,
all situations.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul urges us to make praying for others (with specific
detailed requests, generally, supportingly, and with thanksgiving) a top priority; our prayer list should include all our
acquaintances.
• Especially should we include our leaders/rulers who make
decisions affecting war/peace, religious freedom, the moral
fibre of society, etc. Our prayers do influence God’s sovereign
rule!
• That men are eternally lost results from rebellion against

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 2:8-10
THE POINT Paul wants Timothy to be clear about the theology and practice of public worship. There are certain guiding
principles that are to regulate this activity of the Lord’s people
everywhere. They are fundamental to how God has made us,
to how we are to relate to Him, and to how we are to act
towards each other. These principles are not limited to a particular time or place.
THE PARTICULARS
• Men must give clear leadership in the important matter of
prayer. This leadership must include holy, peace-inspiring living.
• There are equally important considerations for women as

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 2:11-15
THE POINT Paul is again concerned with the essential difference between men and women in the Church. We live in a
society that is legislating this difference out of existence.
What Paul says in these verses is very important for the
future life of the Church. His warning in Romans 12:1-2 is
significant. If we allow the world to force us to conform to its
pattern in this fundamental aspect of what makes us human
we will be doing a great disservice to future generations. It’s
often not easy to be salt and light today.
THE PARTICULARS
• The Church should reflect the family with its male headship
exercised in rightful leadership, and with women quietly and

s t u d y
Trust and obey.
(see 4:14).
• The prophecy confirming Timothy’s call did not free him
from the obligation of fighting to maintain the faith. To this
end Paul gave instructions for Timothy to obey (cf Genesis 18:
18-19).
• Believing the right things (holding on to the faith) cannot be
divorced from doing the right things (having a good conscience).
• Allowing Satan to punish offenders was remedial, not terminal.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• If God’s salvation promises are unconditional (by grace
alone), why is obedience important? What results from disobedience?

Think big! Pray big!.
God, not from any desiring on God’s part (Ezk. 18:23, 2 Pe.
3:9).
• There is a connection between being saved and knowing
truth.
• All religions are not the same, not different ways to the same
place. There is only one God: the God of the Bible and
Creation, the God Jesus revealed to us. Jesus is the only way
to heaven.
• The context of verse 6 clearly indicates that by “all” Paul
means “all without distinction”, not “all without exception”.
That is why Paul’s mission was to the Gentiles – they are
included!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How big a God do your prayers and evangelistic efforts reflect?

Men and women at worship.
they approach the public worship of God; they are different
from men, and so the instruction to them will reflect this difference.
• Women’s outward appearance should be sensible and appropriate (not frumpy), but not so as to draw attention to their
sexual attraction, wealth, or a preoccupation with physical
beauty.
• Good (charitable) works should be the distinguishing feature
of godly women (cf the description of Dorcas in Acts 9:36, 39).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do the men in your Church show godly leadership in prayer?
• The world of fashion exerts great pressure on women in our
society. How much has the Church succumbed to this pressure?

Men and women at Church.
willingly accepting this established order (see Eph. 5:21-33).
• The male-female distinction, and its application to functions
in the Church as in the home, is a Creation ordinance. Paul is
not guided by local customs but by God’s eternal Word. The
male-female order was in place even before the Fall (verse 13,
cf Genesis 2) and confirmed in the Fall (v.14, cf Genesis 3:6,
17).
• God’s order is for women to influence society from below (as
mothers through children), not from above (as wives over
men).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why is it important for the Church to reflect the family (cf
3:5)?
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DAY 9
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7
THE POINT Paul will tell Timothy in 3:15 why he is writing
all these instructions: so that people will know how to conduct
themselves in God’s household, the Church. One crucial task
is that of overseer/episcopos (or elder/presbyter – see 5:17; +
Acts 20:17&28 for how elder=overseer). This person is also
the one we call the minister/pastor. Because of the significance of this work in the life of the Church it is important to
find the right people.
THE PARTICULARS
• The person to look for when appointing overseers/elders:
- he should feel called to exercise this ministry (1);
- he must have nothing questionable hanging over him (2, 7);
- he must be a one-woman man who runs his home well (2,

DAY 1 0
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 3:8-15
THE POINT Paul now lists the qualifications for other
Church leaders, and the women (wives?) associated with them
in the work. The word used to identify them is the common
word for servant or minister (Paul applies the same word to
Timothy himself in 4:6, and a closely related word to his own
ministry in 1:12!); but it is usually understood here to signify
a particular serving office in the Church (deacon) similar to
that described in Acts 6:1-6.
THE PARTICULARS
• The person to look for when appointing deacons:
- he must be respected and free from any hint of hypocrisy
(8);
- he must not have any problems with alcohol or greed (8);

DAY 1 1
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 3:16-4:5
THE POINT God has revealed Himself supremely in Christ
and His victory over sin. Satan knows that although his ultimate battle is lost, he is able to cause the most damage to
Christ’s cause by setting up a vicious circle of unsanctioned
self-denial and hypocritical claims to its observance (eg professed celibacy leading to covert sexual deviancy etc). The
Church too often falls into this trap.
THE PARTICULARS
• Undoubtedly, and amazingly, the collective and active piety
of believers in God’s household, the Church (15), is due to
Christ.
• Jesus’ coming to earth, the Spirit’s seal on His obedient life
and ministry, His resurrection and ascension, the rapid

DAY 1 2
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 4:6-10
THE POINT God’s Plan of Salvation is at the heart of everything He does in His world. He has fulfilled this Plan in Jesus,
and has revealed it to us in all its wonder and power in the
Scriptures. Nothing is more important for His Church than to
proclaim this truth, defend it constantly from error, and train
believers in godliness.
THE PARTICULARS
• A task of a good minister is to warn his people against error.
• There is a body of truth (the Faith) which is not affected by
changing ideas and fashions. The Church must guard this
(3:15).
• Notions outside this are foolish, hindering growth in godli-
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Qualifications for leaders: 1.
4-5);
- he must be able to control his emotions and his drinking
(2, 3);
- he must have a heart for people and be accepted by them
(2, 7);
- he must be a good 2-way communicator of gospel truth (2,
6);
- he must not be obsessed with the acquisition of wealth (3);
- he should have runs on the board in all these things (6).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Has the Church today become too lax in applying Paul’s list
of qualifications when appointing its leaders? What is the
effect? Why is male leadership important in the Church as in
the home?

Qualifications for leaders: 2.
- he must be a truly committed Christian in belief and practice (9);
- he needs to have runs on the board in this kind of service
(10);
- he must be a one-woman man who runs his home well (12).
• Leaders’ wives/female co-workers must have the community’s respect, be careful about how they speak of others, be
self-controlled in all their habits, and be able to be trusted in
all things.
• God has entrusted His Church with His truth; leaders
beware!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How are the Church and the Gospel affected when leaders
fail?

Keep your conscience alive.
growth of His Church throughout the world, are all proof of
His supremacy.
• In spite of this, and with God’s full foreknowledge, Satan will
still manage to deceive some in the church to abandon the
faith.
• False teaching infiltrates the Church if its leaders’ consciences
are deadened through unchecked hypocrisy and unexposed lies.
• A significant form of this false teaching is treating as
“unholy” things that God has given for our good, eg marriage,
foods, etc.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Satan got Adam and Eve to eat what God told them not to
eat. He now creates havoc by telling us not to eat what God
provides!

Train for (godly) gain.
ness.
• Time spent at the gym might produce a better life here, but
time spent with the Lord benefits life both here and beyond
the grave; there’s nothing worth more effort than knowing the
living God.
• There is not a single person whose life and lot are not made
better by God’s saving work; but those who trust in Jesus, as
opposed to those who fail to do so, receive the gift of eternal
life.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are we serious enough today about recognising, exposing,
and warning people against, wrong teaching in the Church?
• How do your spiritual and physical training regimes compare?

b i b l e

Checklist for ministers.

DAY 1 3
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 4:11-16
THE POINT The health of the Church is influenced largely
by the example set by its ministers. What Paul says to
Timothy is just as relevant to us today if we are going to grow
healthier churches.
THE PARTICULARS
• Ministers have a duty to teach with authority (“command”).
• This authority should not be diminished because the minister is younger than other leaders, but it must be supported by
a godly example to the congregation in all aspects of practical
living, especially in the way he communicates, in his pastoral
care for his people, in the public evidence of his faith, and in
moral purity.

• Ministers are ordained to shepherd the flock because their
giftedness to do this by God has been recognised by the
Presbytery. They have a responsibility, therefore, to be totally
committed.
• Paul put the public reading of Scripture alongside preaching
and teaching as a priority for Timothy. Are we minimising
this?
• Nothing is more conducive to the outworking of God’s saving
purpose in His Church than minister and people alike persevering in right doctrine and godly living, each encouraging the
other.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you persist in prayer for your minister on a regular basis?

Family matters.

DAY 1 4
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-16

THE POINT Much of our social welfare burden is borne by
the State, supported by taxation, although God’s Word makes
it clear that the ultimate responsibility rests within the family.
Church people should interact like a family, and should help
ease the burden, especially if there is no State support, but relatives should not use this as a means of shirking their Godgiven responsibility.

are probably the exception. The pressures on widows generally are the lack of a bread-winner, single-handed family
responsibility, and vulnerability to sexual exploitation/needs.
Churches need to handle this situation with sensitivity and
compassion.
• The basic rule is family first – all else is a fall-back situation.
A family’s failure in this is like apostasy, and dishonours God.
• Widowhood is an opportunity for growing in faith; it must
never become an opportunity for the free pursuit of pleasure.

THE PARTICULARS
• We should treat each other in the Church family as if we were
actual brothers, sisters, children, parents and grandparents.
• Although our society reduces the vulnerability of widows, we

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• To whom are you finding it hard to relate at Church? Would
it help to picture them as your own sister, grandfather, child,
etc?

DAY 1 5
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 5:17-21
THE POINT Paul takes the government of the Church by its
appointed elders very seriously. He calls on the whole heavenly council to witness what he has to say to Timothy concerning it. Timothy must not depart from these instructions,
even for his best friends!
THE PARTICULARS
• Elders should be respected by the Church simply because
they are set apart to the task as leaders vested with spiritual
authority to rule. If they do their ruling/preaching/teaching
job well they should be respected for that too, even being
remunerated as in the reference to the ox and worker.
(Interestingly, Paul refers to Jesus’ words (Luke 10:7) as

DAY 1 6
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 5:22-6:2
THE POINT The Gospel has implications for leadership in
both the Church and the workplace. In the Church, leaders are
chosen on the basis of spiritual qualities so the choosing must
be done with patience and care. In the workplace bosses are a
reality with no room for manoeuvring, but they are to be
respected regardless.
THE PARTICULARS
• Some potential leaders can be rejected or accepted immediately because their sins or good qualities respectively are obvious.
• Other potential leaders need to be assessed over a period of
time because their sins or good qualities, as the case may be,
are not immediately obvious, but are sure to show up in due

Extra honour; extra onus.
Scripture (cf Deut. 25:4).
• An elder’s good name cannot be discredited by just one
accuser; but if he is found guilty on the testimony of multiple
witnesses he must be dealt with publicly as a warning to the
whole body.
• Matters relating to the good order and governing of the
Church must be treated with fear as in God’s sight, but without favour.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Under pressure from modern trends to minimise authority
and treat everyone as on the same level, are we in danger of losing the force of what God is saying here to His Church today?
• What are the advantages/disadvantages of paid leadership?

Church and workplace.
course.
• Because of this it is best not to rush into ordaining new leaders.
• In the same vein, Timothy needed to separate himself from
sinful influences, but not to the point of denying wine’s medicinal use.
• For the sake of the Gospel the Christian worker should
respect and obey the person who is over him, whether or not
his boss is a believer. Even fellow believers should respect
proper status.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Imagine yourself in a situation where you are under the spiritual authority of a church leader who lacks the right qualifications. How do the principles here help you to deal with this?
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Godliness=contentment.

DAY 1 7
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 6:3-10
THE POINT In the last few decades we have seen an increase
in the sort of problem in the Church that Paul is addressing in
these verses: false teaching that leads to prosperity theology
and all the problems associated with tele-evangelists and
mega-churches. A very important contribution that Christians
can make as salt and light in society today is to demonstrate
the truth of Paul’s maxim: “Godliness with contentment is
great gain.” (cf Philippians 4:11)
THE PARTICULARS
• False teaching isn’t just wrong information; it tends to major
on contentious nit-picking issues that divide and disrupt the
Church.
• Sound, godly teaching centred on the Lord Jesus should pro-

duce the fruit of love, harmony, affirmation and trust among
believers.
• Inevitably, false teaching, with the pride and envy it brings
out in people, leads to a preoccupation with wealth and prosperity.
• If you need proof of the truth of verse 7, read Ecclesiastes 5:820; or of verse 8, read what Jesus says in Matthew 6:25-34.
• Most of man’s problems can be traced to the love and acquisition of money: temptation, moral decline, family break-up,
apostasy.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In your personal or church experience, what evidence can
you see of the connection between false doctrine and greed
problems?

Flee... pursue... fight....

DAY 1 8
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 6:11-16
THE POINT There is no place for idleness in the Christian
life. The “world, the flesh and the devil” are all out to get us.
Paul’s warnings and instructions to Timothy have continued
to be proved relevant in the history of the Church for nearly
2000 years. This is especially so today as we reflect on the
state of the western Church and the signs pointing to the
Return of the Lord Jesus Christ. These warnings and instructions require urgent action.
THE PARTICULARS
• It’s not enough to recognise the dangers confronting the
Church; we must flee from them (cf 1 Cor. 6:18, 10:14; 2 Tim.
2:22).

• It’s not enough just to flee the dangers; we must pursue
those things that will benefit our spiritual growth: seeking to
be more like Christ, trusting God more, being loving, gentle
and accommodating toward one another, not giving up when
things are hard.
• Reflecting on the beginnings of our walk of faith, and the
promise of eternal life, can be a help in the fight to maintain
the faith.
• Reflecting on Jesus’ example of trust under trial, on who God
is and on the certainty of the Lord’s Return will also help in this.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Picture all the people who have witnessed your good confession over the years. Does this help you to flee/pursue/fight?

A word to the rich.

DAY 1 9
THE PASSAGE
1 TIMOTHY 6:17-19
THE POINT While a significant feature of Jesus’ teaching
ministry was His strong opposition to the rich and His plain
warning about how difficult it is for a rich person to go to
heaven, it is fair to say that the Bible does not condemn
wealth in itself. But it does say two important things to rich
people: be very careful not to let your wealth become an obstacle to spiritual growth; and use your wealth only in the way
God intends, to help the poor and needy. It’s this that Paul
wants Timothy to tell his rich people.
THE PARTICULARS
• Wealth easily leads to arrogance; effort is needed to avoid
this.

• Wealth becomes a source of security. This is foolish because
it never lasts, and dangerous because it turns our focus from
God.
• Paul helps us to understand the practical implications of
Jesus’ command, “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven”
(Matt. 6:20). It means sharing with those in need the things
with which God so richly blesses us. We have a responsibility
to be a channel through which God answers the prayers of the
poor!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Even the poorest person reading these notes is probably far
richer than two-thirds of the world’s population. How firm a
foundation are we laying for ourselves for the coming age?

A minister’s responsibility.

DAY 2 0
THE PASSAGE

sS tT u Ud yD

1 TIMOTHY 6:20-21

THE POINT Paul has given Timothy a lot of helpful instruction consisting of serious warnings and important commands.
Hopefully we have gained much from reflecting on these and
thinking about how they apply to our own situation in the
Church today. But at the close of the letter, in one short statement Paul expresses what his main burden is: “O Timothy,
guard what has been entrusted to your care.” Whatever else
this letter tells us, it warns us of the great responsibility
entrusted to ministers of the Gospel. We will be held accountable for the Church’s spiritual health and its fidelity to
Scripture. Who would want to be a minister?
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THE PARTICULARS
• Paul was conscious of his own responsibility in committing
the care of the Church at Ephesus to Timothy (cf 2 Timothy
2:2).
• The minister stands as a “watchman” for the Lord’s people,
with all the responsibility that this entails (see Ezekiel 33:1-9).
• Part of the responsibility of Church leaders is to recognise,
and turn away from, and expose, everything that is contrary
to the true Gospel, no matter how attractive or exciting it
might seem.
• Flirting with error leads to apostasy – we need God’s grace.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• When did you last pray for or encourage your minister/elder?
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news
Christian debate

I

n the lead up to the 2010 federal election the leaders of Australia’s two main
political parties have again agreed to
speak live to Christians across the
nation.
“Make it Count 2010” will see Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd and Opposition
Leader
Tony
Abbott address
Christians and answer questions from
Christian leaders in a live web-cast to
churches throughout Australia from
Canberra’s Old Parliament House on
Monday June 21 from 7pm to 9.30pm
(EST).
Hosted by the Australian Christian
Lobby, the event follows from a similar
one before the 2007 federal election
when John Howard and Kevin Rudd
addressed 100,000 Christians meeting
at 846 churches across Australia.
This year the ACL is hoping to see the
number of Christians and churches
involved triple in size – increasing the
public profile of the event and highlighting the importance of the Christian constituency in the lead up to the election.

Iranian women freed

T

wo Christian women who were
arrested for their faith have been acquitted and freed from Tehran’s notorious
Evin prison and have now left Iran.
Fourteen months after they were
arrested for their Christian faith and
activities, Maryam Rostampour and
Marzieh Amirizadeh have been
acquitted of all charges by the Iranian
judicial authorities.
However, according to Elam
Ministries, they were warned that any
future Christian activity in Iran will be
seriously dealt with, and left on May 22.
Elam Ministries says: “Both young
women have shown exceptional courage,
daring to tell an Islamic judge that they
would never deny their faith in Christ.”
Assist

Pakistani boys accused

P
akistan’s controversial blasphemy
law continues to be allegedly abused by
extremists in Pakistan. At least five
Christian boys have been forced to leave

their homes in Lahore, after they were
accused of committing blasphemy, ANS
has learned.
According to Sharing Life Ministry
Pakistan, Muslims accused them of
blasphemy for “desecrating” a banner
that was inscribed with Quranic verses
after a dispute between local Christians
and Muslims.
SLMP’s fact-finding revealed that
some Christian boys were standing near
an electric pole on April 30 when a banner, inscribed with Islamic verses, fell
down due to heavy wind. One of the
accused picked up the banner and
handed it over to a Muslim man who
later accused Shoaib and local
Christians of desecrating the banner.
Assist

Jews for Jesus founder dies

M
oishe Rosen, founder of Jews for
Jesus, died on May 19 in San Francisco
after a battle with bone cancer. Rosen,
who founded the evangelistic organisation in 1973, was 78, according to
Baptist Press.
“Moishe Rosen’s innovative thinking
and commitment to Jewish evangelism
built the largest Jewish mission organisation in the world,” said Jim Sibley,
director of the Pasche Institute of
Jewish Studies at Criswell College in
Dallas. “But, more importantly, they
have been used to reach countless Jews
and Gentiles for the Lord.
“His concern began with the Jewish
population in the United States, but
later embraced the major Jewish populations of the world,” said Sibley, a for-

mer Southern Baptist representative
in Israel and former director of Jewish
evangelism ministries for the North
American Mission Board.
“Often provocative and controversial,
he was always unashamed of the Good
News of salvation,” Sibley said. “He has
been a friend, a brother and a fellow soldier; he will be greatly missed.”
Assist

Hindus attack Christians

H
indu extremists have raided
Christian events in India’s Madhya
Pradesh state, leaving a visiting theology student dead and several other
Christians injured. The body of 23-yearold Amit Gilbert was recovered from a
water well eight metres from the site of
a Christian revival meeting that 15 to 20
Hindu extremists attacked on April 17
in Betul district.
With covered heads and carrying iron
rods and bamboo clubs, members of the
Hindu extremist Dharam Sena and
Bajrang Dal groups cut electricity at
the night-time event and began striking, sending the more than 400 in attendance running, Christian leaders said.
In Balaghat on April 14 and 15,
Hindu extremists attacked a three-day
gospel meeting with fuel-bombs in spite
of the presence of police summoned
beforehand to provide security. Police
increased security for the April 15 meeting, but as it was drawing to a close
about 150 BJP and Bajrang Dal members
surrounded the stadium and beat
Christians.
Compass Direct

Minister
St Peter’s Presbyterian Church, North Sydney
Parish of North Sydney-Greenwich
St Peter’s traces its origins back to 1844 and is an important historic church in
New South Wales.
Located in a busy commercial and residential district, the church has a diverse
congregation. In addition to the main congregation, there is a second church
at Greenwich with its own minister. At St Peter’s there is an active Welsh congregation. Japanese and Korean congregations also use the church premises.
Owing to the retirement of the Reverend Doctor Paul Logan, minister for the
last 16 years, the congregation is seeking a new minister to lead us through
the next stage of our history. The minister would be working with Session to
teach, serve and grow the congregation, whilst respecting its traditions.
This is an excellent opportunity for an energetic person who relishes a
challenge to lead and contribute to an important church and to help shape its
future. Please contact our interim moderator, Jeffrey Read for further details at
NSPC_application@yahoo.com.au, or call on (02) 9419 5932.
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Somali leader shot

Ileader
slamic militants have killed another
of the underground church movement in Somalia. Before he was shot
dead on May 4 near Jowhar, 57-year-old
Yusuf Ali Nur had been on a list of people the Islamic extremist group al
Shabaab suspected of being Christian,
sources who spoke on condition of
anonymity told Compass.
Al Shabaab, said to have links with al
Qaeda, has vowed to rid Somalia of
Christianity. The militants fighting the
Transitional Federal Government in
Mogadishu had been engaged in a twohour battle with a rival rebel group,
before they came across Nur.
One of the militants remarked, “Oh!
This is Yusuf, whom we have been looking for,” before they sprayed him with
bullets at close range. Nur is survived by
his wife, Muna Sheikh Farah, and three
children, ages 11, 9 and 7.

Mosul Christians bombed

A

t least 50 Iraqi Christian students
are receiving hospital treatment following a bomb attack last month outside
Mosul that killed at least one person
and has forced nearly 1000 students to
drop classes for the rest of the semester.
Nearly 160 people were injured in the

Did you know?
Mike Wharton (PresData Services) is
offering Australian PCA Churches
website and email hosting for
$135.00 (plus GST) per year?
1 Gig Storage
20 email accounts
unlimited redirects
2 Gig Bandwidth per month
24x7 FTP access
You can have your site hosted and
manage the site yourself using direct
FTP access. You create your site –
you control the site.
Website development is also
available... ask for a quote.
For more information contact:
Mike Wharton
Phone: (03) 9580 5940
Email: mwharton@pcvic.org.au
Website: presdata.com.au

blasts targeting three buses full of
Christians traveling to the University
of Mosul for classes.
The convoy of buses, which brings
Christian students from villages east of
Mosul, was making its daily route accompanied by two Iraqi army cars. “This is
the hardest attack, because they
attacked not only one car, but the whole
convoy and in an area that is heavily
guarded by the army,” said Syrian
Catholic Bishop of Mosul Georges
Casmoussa.
Iraqi sources have told Compass Direct
that lately there have been indications
that Islamic extremists intend to
increase attacks against Christians in
more sophisticated and targeted ways.
There were no warnings of the Sunday
blasts.

Depraved film approved

C
onfirmation of the R18+ rating for
the DVD of Salo – Pasolini’s film revelling in teen torture and sex abuse – hits
a new low in Australian classification
decisions, FamilyVoice national policy
officer Richard Egan said last month.
FamilyVoice Australia was the only
community group to make a submission
and personally present a case to the
Classification Review Board that the
ban – first applied in Australia in 1994 –
should remain.
“The young captives in Salo who were
sexually abused, raped, tortured and
forced to eat excrement were portrayed
as being under the age of 18. One of the
actors was only 17 when the film was
made.”
FamilyVoice

No more fish

I

srael’s Ministry of Agriculture, has
announced that fishing in the Sea of
Galilee has been banned, according to
an article in British newspaper The Daily
Telegraph.
The article says: “It is the site where
Jesus told his disciples: ‘I will make you
fishers of men.’ As the Bible tells us, four
of the apostles – James, Andrew, John
and Peter — worked as fishermen on
the shores of the Sea of Galilee.
“Were they to ply their trade now,
however, the apostles would find themselves in court. Officials at the Ministry
announced the fishing ban, claiming
that stocks have fallen to a dangerously
low level.”
The decree, they said, ends a tradi-
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tion which has continued virtually
unchanged since Biblical times, and will
dismay both local fishermen and
Christian pilgrims who flock to the site
each year.
Assist

Koreans break bans

A
s refugees from North Korea and
activists from non-governmental organisations gathered in Seoul, South Korea,
in April to highlight human rights violations in the hermit kingdom, there are
signs that North Korean citizens are
accessing more truth than was previously thought.
A recent survey by the Peterson
Institute found that a startling 60% of
North Koreans now have access to information outside of government propaganda. “North Koreans are increasingly
finding out that their misery is a direct
result of the Kim Jong-Il regime, not
South Korea and America as we were
brainwashed from birth to believe,” Kim
Seung Min of Free North Korea Radio
said in a press statement.
The radio station is a partner in the
North Korea Freedom Coalition. “We
set out to double the radio listenership
of 8 or 9%, and we’ve seen a dramatic
increase in the number of people who
have access to information,” said NKFC
co-chair Suzanne Scholte.

Christians rescued

S
audi Arabian and Yemeni security
forces have rescued two German
girls, 11 months after the two young sisters,
their
parents,
brother
and four other Christians were taken
hostage in Yemen. Reported to be
between three and six years old, the two
girls, Lydia and Anna Hentschel, were
part of a group of nine Christian foreigners who were kidnapped on June 12
last year. Three of the adult hostages, a
Korean and two German women, were
murdered shortly afterwards.
The foreigners worked in a hospital
near the city of Saada. No group has
claimed responsibility for the kidnapping.
Compass Direct

Lao Christians expelled

Irights
n spite of assurances of religious
by officials in March, Lao
Christians expelled from a village in
Saravan Province in January are suffer-

n e w s
ing from prolonged lack of adequate
food and clean water. The lack of basic
resources has led to diarrhoea, dehydration, eye and skin infections, fainting
and general weakness for the Christians
expelled from Katin village, and one person has died, Human Rights Watch
for Lao Religious Freedom reported.
Expelled from their village at gunpoint in January for refusing to
renounce their faith, the 48 Christians
were forced to build temporary shelters
at the edge of the jungle, about six kilometres from the village. Katin’s village
chief recently warned other residents
that their personal possessions would
be confiscated and their homes torn
down if they had any contact with the
expelled Christians.

agenda
Lutheran-Catholic harmony
By Stephen Brown

A

German Protestant bishop has
urged Roman Catholic and Lutheran
churches to draw up a joint declaration
on their shared beliefs about the
Eucharist, one of the issues that has
divided them for hundreds of years
since the Reformation.
“Our understandings of the Eucharist
or Lord’s Supper are no longer that far

apart,” said Lutheran Bishop Friedrich
Weber, who deals with relations
between the Catholic Church and the
United Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Germany (VELKD), a grouping of
eight German regional Protestant
churches.
This follows a separate initiative of a
group set up by Lutheran and Catholic
churches in Sweden and Finland that
has been discussing ways in which the
two church traditions might advance
the results of a 1999 joint LutheranCatholic declaration on the doctrine of
justification.
A report released in March by the
group had said there is now greater consensus on “the foundations of spiritual
life, faith and sacraments, especially
baptism and Communion”. Differences
nevertheless remain on the ministry of
pastors and bishops.
“The goal has been that this now
achieved common understanding could
make the path towards shared
Communion easier,” said Lutheran
Bishop Eero Huovinen of Helsinki
after the release of the report.
The report recommends that the
Catholic Church consider broadening
the “exceptional circumstances” in
which Christians of other traditions
might receive Communion, he stated.
Bishop Weber noted that the
Eucharist had been a divisive issue in
the Reformation era. However, dialogue
in recent times between Catholics and
Lutherans had enabled a “differentiated
consensus” to be reached.
Weber asserted this would make pos-

sible a declaration that there are now no
differences of a church-dividing nature
between the two traditions about the
doctrine of the Eucharist.
However, Protestant churches said
that when organising their communion
services, they would continue to invite
all baptised Christians to take part.
Ecumenical News International

App-licable message
By Alex Murashko

F
or tech savvy Christians or for just
about any of the faithful under 35 years
old it’s a no-brainer: spreading the
gospel means using the tools available
now – and for a growing number of
churches that means having their own
iPhone app (“app” is shorthand for a
software application).
Tech leader Chris Ediger of Giant
Impact says: “The good news about all
these phones is that they are all webenabled and so for a church or ministry
to be able to position themselves and
make content and their websites accessible through those phones is just getting
easier and easier.“
The slogan “Making the Truth of
Jesus accessible to anyone, anywhere,
anytime” graces the homepage of The
Church App, a division of Subsplash.
The Seattle-based company, along with
having clients such as T-Mobile,
Expedia, Samsung, and Xbox, is the
first and leading company in designing
apps specifically for churches and ministries. Saddleback Church launched
their own app a few months ago with

presbyterian church of victoria
principal, presbyterian theological college
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Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:
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The Presbyterian Church of Victoria, Australia, is seeking a Principal for its theological college, the Presbyterian Theological College (PTC), to commence duties in
January 2012.
The PTC trains candidates for the ministry and for service in Victoria and beyond,
provides ongoing education for those already engaged in ministry, and is a vital
part of the life of the wider PCV.
The appointment offers exciting opportunities to the successful candidate to promote the gospel of our Lord Jesus by training faithful gospel ministers, encouraging those already engaged in gospel ministry throughout the state, and by supporting the work of church planting being undertaken by the Presbyterian Church
of Victoria.
Applicants should obtain a position description from the website
www.presbyteriancollege.org.
Applications close on October 31st, 2010.
Please submit applications and curriculum vitae to The Convener of the Theological
Education Committee:
Rev. Neil Chambers
163 Martins Lane Viewbank Victoria 3084 Australia
Email: nchamber@bigpond.net.au
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the help of Subsplash.
Subsplash founder Tim Morris said
it was important for churches with websites to provide more than just location
and phone number. “An iPhone is a
device designed to play media. Churches
have a lot of media available in sermons
through video and audio... and different
resources. When people are out and
about, doing their daily life, having that
content available at your fingertips is
very useful,” he said. “An iPhone app
serves a very useful purpose. It’s more
than the cool factor. It’s actually very
useful.”
Morris and much of the staff at
Subsplash attend Mars Hill Church in
Seattle. “One of the things that we
found amazing when we released the
Mars Hill iPhone app was that there
were 30,000 downloads of the Mars Hill
iPhone app in the first month alone and
Mars Hill only has an attendance of
10,000 people,” he said.
Assist

Not ashamed
By Michael Ireland

A popular Bible verse written by the
Apostle Paul has become the theme for a
new campaign organised by Answers in
Genesis that features the first online
video Bible. Since its launch on March 1,
the first online video Bible, at
www.iamnotashamed.org, has generated significant web and media traffic.
The theme for the campaign is “I am
not ashamed of the Word of God” (2
Timothy 2:15; Romans 1:16).
With interest piqued by advertising
that ran through March and most of
April on Fox News Channel,
foxnews.com and msnbc.com, and
also a TV spot on 60 Minutes nationwide, the iamnotashamed.org campaign video has been viewed more than
528,500 times on YouTube.
According to a media relase from A.

Larry Ross Communications, the website has received nearly 194,000 visitors
who have logged more than 5800 posts
and 560,000 page views, and the
Facebook page has been “liked” by
23,800 new fans.
In addition, the campaign’s billboards
have stirred great interest nationwide
and potential donors are calling daily to
support the campaign. The media
release says the billboards are similar to
the ads which ran in USA Today early in
the campaign, beginning with the
phrase “The Bible speaks for itself,” and
quoting verses which apply to issues of
the day, from abortion to marriage to
the place of Christian faith in the public
sphere.
Participants in the campaign have
already uploaded more than 600 video
clips (recording about 2500 verses of the
Bible), well on the way toward completing the online Bible.
Leading Christian authors and speakers have contributed their own videos,
including names such as Dr Al Mohler,
radio commentator and president of
Southern Seminary; author and
broadcaster Joni Eareckson Tada; and
the pastor of Moody Church in
Chicago,
Dr
Erwin
Lutzer.
Assist

Stott’s farewell book
By Brian Nixon

L

eading evangelical John Stott has
published what he calls his final book,
The Radical Disciple.
Born in 1921, educated at Rugby and
Cambridge, John Stott was pastor at All
Souls Church in London from the late
’50s until the early ’70s. He spent the
remainder of his life as iterant preacher,
pastor, bird-watcher, and author.
John Stott has become one of the
most influential men in the Christian
world. In a day when the “celebrity-pastor” is the norm, John Stott remains a

Visiting
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Phone: (03) 9931 1546
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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gentle reminder that the mark of a man
is not his fame or fortune, but the
makeup of his character and the quality
of his life and work.
The Radical Disciple is touted as his
“farewell address to the worldwide
Church“. The short book is broken up
into eight chapters: non-conformity,
Christ-likeness, maturity, creation care,
simplicity, balance, dependence, and
death. Even as a man in his 90s, John
Stott is still relevant in subject matter
and fresh in his approach toward a
broad array of issues.
John Stott is still a man with a mission. As the book states, “Stott here conveys what he has displayed throughout
his life: to follow Jesus is to let Him
direct the agenda for our lives. We don’t
set the parameters of His lordship or
avoid the costs of our commitment. He
calls. We follow.”
Assist

Anti-nuclear push

E
vangelical leaders including the
influential mega-church leader, Rick
Warren, are pushing the Obama
administration and Congress to engage
in diplomacy with Iran and North Korea
and to reduce US nuclear arsenals.
Quoting the Bible, the words of Jesus,
and foreign policy experts such as
George Shultz, the collection of college
presidents, denominational executives,
pastors, veterans, professors, and
missionaries claim “overcoming the
nuclear threat requires international
cooperation” and “nuclear weapons are a
moral threat” that must eventually be
eliminated.
In their “Matthew 5 Project”
statement, they call “on our nation to be
willing to talk with and listen to
antagonists.” They also offer strong
support for the “new START” treaty.
The statement has been sent to
President Obama, Vice President
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Joe Biden, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, Secretary of Defence Robert
Gates, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
all 535 members of Congress.
It argues that “Jesus is the realist” and
argues that even though “the United
States has crucial disagreements with
Iran, Jesus does not say talks should be
refused until we approve of the conduct
of the adversary.”
The broad scope of endorsements
suggests sentiment among American
Evangelicals may be moving toward the
idea that the reduction and eventual
elimination of nuclear weapons is both
theologically necessary and politically
possible.
After laying out their biblical,
theological, and political cases, the
statement culminates in a call to action
that encourages American churches to
engage in interfaith and international
dialogue and to “urge international
cooperation in continued step-by-step
reductions, working toward ways to
verify abolition of nuclear weapons
worldwide.”
Ekklesia

Christian’s kidney taken

A
low-wage Pakistani Christian said
his Muslim employer last month forced
him to sell his kidney in an effort to pay
off a loan his boss made at exorbitant
interest rates charged only to nonMuslims.
John Gill, a molding machine
operator
at
Shah
Plastic

Manufacturers in Lahore, said he took
a loan of 150,000 rupees (US$1,766) – at
400 percent interest – from employer
Ghulam Mustafa in 2007 in order to
send his 17-year-old daughter to college.
“I kept paying the installments every
month from my salary, but after three
years I got tired of paying the huge
interest on the loan,” Gill told Compass.
The employer denied that he had
received payment installments from his
Christian worker, although Gill said he
had receipts for monthly payments.
Mustafa confirmed that he took over
Gill’s home last week after giving the
Christian two weeks to pay off the
outstanding interest on the loan. Then,
on May 6, Mustafa came to Gill’s home
with “about five armed men” and
transported him to Ganga Ram
hospital, where they forced him to sell
his kidney against his will, the Christian
said.
“They sold my kidney and said that
they will come next month for the rest of
the money,” Gill said.
The value of the kidney was estimated
at around 200,000 rupees (US$2,380),
leaving Gill with outstanding debt of
about 250,000 rupees (US$2,976), he
said. Recovering at home, Gill said he did
not know he would repay the rest of the
debt.

No proselytising

‘G

ood” and “bad” evangelism came
under the spotlight when a diverse group
of Christians met to discuss the legacy of

the 1910 Edinburgh Missionary
Conference 100 years later in the capital of Scotland.
US National Council of Churches
interfaith
spokesman
Antonios
Kireopoulos spoke of “good – or appropriate – evangelism, and bad – or inappropriate – proselytism”.
“Proselytism gets a lot of attention
these days when used in the context of
missionary efforts in Muslim countries,”
Kireopoulos said.
It is most harmful, he added, when
rather than seeking, “to make Christians
from among people of other faiths,
instead [it] strives to make Christians
from among people that are already
Christians,” and suffering under political
difficulties.
There was also criticism of manipulative and oppressive forms of verbal
proclamation in the name of
Christianity.
In 1982 a wide range of churches,
including evangelicals, came together
through the World Council of
Churches to produce an “Ecumenical
Affirmation on Evangelism”, which distinguished between presentations of the
Christian message which respect those
addressed and involve mutuality and listening, and forms of evangelism which
are inherently imperialistic.
The WCC has subsequently adopted a
commitment on “Common Witness”
which explicitly renounces “poaching” in
the name of preaching the Christian
message.
Ekklesia

The Annual Edersheim Lecture

A Passion for God, a Passion for the Jews
Puritans, Scots And A Mission
Speaker:
Sydney

Dr Rowland Ward, Minister of Knox Presbyterian Church, Melbourne
venue:

Melbourne venue:

Ashfield Presbyterian Church, Cnr Liverpool Rd & Knox Str, Ashfield
Time & Date:
7.30pm, Tuesday 20th July
Presbyterian Theological College, 684 Elgar Road, Box Hill North
Time & Date:
7.30pm, Wednesday 14th July

Alfred Edersheim is a well-known 19th century Jewish Christian scholar from Vienna who ministered in the UK and Romania. He authored the Life
and Times of Jesus the Messiah, and other classics. Following in his footsteps, the concern of this lecture is to examine themes relating to the
Jewish people and the Christian faith. This year we focus on how the Puritan vision of God led to a vision for the Jews.

No admission charge

Sponsored by Christian Witness to Israel, www.cwi.org.au
For further information contact CWI: info@cwi.org.au; (02) 9371 5956, 0431 940 257
Want to know more about CWI? Contact us for free literature pack and DVD with 6 min introductory video
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The end of faith?
A disturbing development is actually good for Christians.

Mark Galli

A

major motive for being a
Christian and participating in
its rituals and disciplines is
about to collapse. This is
going to make a lot of Christians panic,
but I believe the recent development will
be all to the good.
The development is the discovery
that hallucinogenic drugs can give
people an experience seemingly
identical to powerful religious
experiences. A recent New York Times
article by John Tierney describes the
experience
of
retired
clinical
psychologist Clark Martin. Martin had
been treated for depression for years,
but counseling and antidepressants did
nothing to help. At 65, he enrolled in an
experiment at Johns Hopkins medical
school that gave people psilocybin, a
psychoactive ingredient found in some
mushrooms.
When Martin was administered the
drug, he says, “All of a sudden,
everything familiar started evaporating
… . Imagine you fall off a boat out in the
open ocean, and you turn around, and
the boat is gone. And then the water’s
gone. And then you’re gone.”
Today, more than a year later, Martin
says the six-hour experience helped him
defeat
depression
and
deeply
transformed his relationships with his
daughter and friends. “It was a whole
personality shift for me,” Martin said. “I
wasn’t any longer attached to my
performance and trying to control
things. … You have a feeling of
attunement with other people.”
His experience, writes Tierney, is not
all that unusual, and he says, “Scientists
are especially intrigued by the
similarities between hallucinogenic
experiences and the life-changing
revelations reported throughout history
by religious mystics and those who
meditate.”
The same connection was made by
Barbara Bradley Hagerty in her popular
Fingerprints of God: The Search for the

It’s impossible to tell
the difference between
drug-induced and
“natural” mystical
experiences. Both are
powerful. Both enable
people to enjoy a
transcendent moment.

Science of Spirituality (Riverhead). For
example, she describes the experience of
Michael Hughes, who had a mystical
experience when he ingested some
psychedelic mushrooms when he was 22
years old just before he walked into a
Catholic church. “It was almost as if I had
wandered into the magical place,” he
said. “I sat down and felt a really strong
sense of sacredness.” He said he
encountered “Something” — “an
intelligence to be sure, but it felt like an
intelligence that imbues everything”.
When the Roman Catholic Hughes
was asked to compare a non-druginduced mystical moment he had with
his mushroom-induced one, he said,
“They were equally profound. They both
changed me dramatically.”
From the point of view of experience,
it seems it’s impossible to tell the
difference between drug-induced and
“natural” mystical experiences. Both are
powerful. Both enable people to enjoy a
transcendent moment. Both seem
capable of transforming people so that
they feel a greater sense of empathy for
and unity with other people—what most
people would call love.

30| australian presbyterian June 2010

This sort of thing makes many a
Christian nervous, and for good reason.
We live in an age in which religious
experience is the centerpiece of faith for
many, many Christians. We disdain faith
that is mere intellectual assent or empty
formality. We want a faith that is
authentic, that makes us feel something
— in particular, one that enables us to
experience God. When we describe the
one time in the week when we put
ourselves in the presence of God, we talk
less and less about “worshipping God”
and more about “the worship
experience”. The charismatic movement,
with its emphasis on experiencing the
Holy Spirit, has penetrated nearly all
churches. This religious mood, which
characterises our era, is epitomised by
the title of Henry Blackaby’s continuing
best seller, Experiencing God.

S

o, to hear that people can have even
more powerful religious experiences
without Christian faith gives us pause.
It’s a lot of work to fast and pray and
worship and deny oneself — and even
then, experiencing God is a hit or miss
proposition! What’s the fuss if we can
pop a mushroom and have a nearly
guaranteed religious experience?
It would seem that just as God has
given us the ingenuity and resources to
heal the body of disease, He seems to
have given us the tools to help us have
religious experiences. Some Christians
balk at the artificiality of drug-induced
mysticism, but that may merely be an
aesthetic distaste. In the long run, it may
not end up being any more serious than
those who at first thought it unnatural
to use penicillin to heal infections.
I am certainly not encouraging
readers to go and trip out on psilocybin!
The field is still a huge unknown, and
there are real dangers involved. Some
people have very bad experiences on
psychedelic drugs — though researchers
seem to be discovering ways to minimise
the bad experiences and maximise the

c h u r c h
good ones. Still, this is not something
one does at home.
But the research suggests a number of
consequences for the way we do
Christianity in our day. If religious
experience is something that a drug can
induce even more easily than spiritual
ritual and disciplines, it may be time, for
example, to rethink what many churches
are trying to do on Sunday morning:
create
a
memorable
“worship
experience”.

T

here are many reasons to question
the amount of attention our age
gives to helping people have memorable
religious experiences. For one, other
religions seem to be equally capable of
giving people an encounter with
transcendence. For another, as we now
increasingly see, drugs seem to be able to
do the same thing.
Similarly, we rightly question making
our faith mostly about “deeds not
creeds” — as if the Christian faith were
primarily a religious ethic. Again, most
of the ethical injunctions of Christianity
are found in other world religions, and
are even championed by many atheists.
You don’t need revelation to figure out
that adultery, stealing, and murder are
really bad ideas, and that there is
something noble about caring for other
human beings. We have countless
examples of Hindus, Muslims, Jews, and
others — even agnostics and atheists —
living upright lives and giving
themselves in sacrificial service to the
marginalised.
In short, what Christians uniquely
have to offer the world is not religious
experience or even a unique religious
way of life. We’re not hawking “your best
religion now”, for our religion, upon
close examination, seems no more
admirable or sinful than any other
religion. Christianity stands under the
judgment and grace of God — as do all
religions.
No, what Christians bring to the
world is a message embedded in a story,
and nothing less than a God-given, Godrevealed message and story.
The Gospel writer John put it this
way: “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him will not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16).
The apostle Paul put it many
different ways, and one was this: “God …
through Christ reconciled us to Himself
and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was

reconciling the world to Himself, not
counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18-19).
The great theologian Karl Barth,
when asked to summarise his massive
Church Dogmatics — his best effort at
summing up the substance of Christian
theology — said, “Jesus loves me this I
know, for the Bible tells me so.”
The Christian faith is, at its core, not
about ethics or religious experience, but
a message about a God who has gone to
extraordinary lengths to be and remain
on our side, to become the-God-with-aname, Emmanuel, “God with us”.
Christians are not primarily mystics

The Christian faith is,
at its core, not about
ethics or religious experience, but about a God
who has gone to extraordinary lengths to be
and remain on our side.
(those who experience God in a special
way) or activists (those who live the way
of Jesus). We are mostly witnesses of
who God is and what he has done and
what he will do in Jesus Christ, the God
who in Christ has “a plan for the fullness
of time, to unite all things in Him, things
in heaven and things on earth” (Eph.
1:10).
This is not to deny that our faith
must be expressed in deeds and
empowered by a genuine experience of
God. Faith without works, or a genuine
encounter with God, is not Christian
faith. But after promising the disciples
that they would receive the power of the
Holy Spirit, Jesus told them what their
main mission was: “You will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth” (Acts 1:8).
We are shortchanging our people
when we make worship mostly about
experience or a pep rally to motivate
people to good deeds. We practise

religious neglect when we fail to witness
to them the saving story of God in
Christ and train them to be fellow
witnesses of that story, so that they
might share that story with a world that
does not know its left hand from its
right. A world which does not know God
as Emmanuel, but merely as
“Something”. A world that knows
transcendence but does not have eyes to
see God with us even to the end of the
age. A world that senses “attunement
with other people,” but does not
recognise the One who holds everyone
and everything together by His love.
People will never figure this all out —
and thus never be able to enjoy a full and
saving encounter with God — unless
someone tells them. And who will tell
them if no one’s been sent, because
we’re mostly creating wonderful
worship experiences and teaching mere
ap
ethics?
Mark Galli is senior managing editor of Christianity
Today, from which this article
is reprinted, and author of A
Great and Terrible Love: A
Spiritual Journey into the
Attributes of God (Baker).

PCA Ministries –
South Australia
We urgently need
help in South Australia
There’s an urgent need for Ministers, Home
Missionaries or other suitably qualified
people to come here and preach the Gospel
as well as care for the flock in this part of
God’s Kingdom. There is a particular need
in a large regional city with a diverse background and a projected growth to exceed
100,000 in the next 20 years.
Do you think you would meet the criteria?
Do you revel in the challenge of
proclaiming Christ?
Is a regional city your preferred choice of
locale?
If this is you then you may be the person
we’re looking for!
The person we envisage for this challenge
would need to meet the requirements of
PCA Ministries (copy available on request)
and would ideally have some form of additional income available as funds are limited.
We’re looking forward to hearing of your
interest in this challenge for the Kingdom.
Contact: Rev. Kevin Stow
jeanflynnpcsa@hotmail.com
or
Phone: (08) 8284 1719
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a t h e i s m

Brothers divided
One of Christopher Hitchens’ strongest opponents is brother Peter.

Simon Smart

C

hristopher Hitchens, the celebrated author and polemicist,
never got on with his younger
brother, Peter. Some siblings,
spawned from the same genetic pool but
vastly different in character, temperament and outlook, just don’t.
Famous for his book God is Not Great:
How Religion Poisons Everything,
Christopher has become a champion of
atheism and secular liberalism. He came
to Australia last month to promote his
memoir Hitch-22, an enticing prospect
for readers who know something of his
extraordinary life, wit and command of
language. But at the same time that
Hitch-22 hits the shelves, so does The
Rage Against God: How Atheism Led Me to
Faith, Peter Hitchens’s personal response
to his older brother’s attack on God and
all things religious.
The younger Hitchens, also a noted
journalist and author, was once an atheist (and radical socialist), but returned to
faith in his 30s and has remained a
believer ever since. This course of events
has no doubt added to existing tensions
between the two, although they would
have lived very separate lives anyway.
Christopher decided upon the folly of
religion at a very early age. It’s not hard
to see why his early experience of
Christianity was a turn-off. Sent to
boarding school at age eight, he entered
a brutal “Tom Brown’s school days”
world where a sadistic and spartan regimen came to be, in the mind of the
young Hitchens, closely associated with
the religious trappings of the institution.
Peter’s own youthful rejection of the
faith was followed by years embracing a
secular creed and international socialism. He writes that he passed through
the same atheist revelation his brother
and many self-confident members of his
generation experienced as they rejected
a sagging postwar establishment, where
the sheen had somehow been rubbed off
everyone from the policeman to the
vicar, the local MP to the school head-

“Those who choose to
argue in prose are
unlikely to be receptive
to a case which is most
effectively couched in
poetry.”
master. Engrossed in modernity and
technology, his generation came to see
God as a nuisance and religion as an
embarrassment.
But the accidental concord with his
brother’s sensibilities was not to last. In
The Rage Against God he directly counteracts the arguments of the New
Atheists by drawing attention to what
he sees as logical flaws, inconsistencies
and blind spots.

A

re conflicts fought in the name of
religion always about religion? The
younger brother sees such an idea as “a
crude factual misunderstanding”. Is it
ultimately possible to know what is right
and wrong without acknowledging the
existence of a deity? He insists that, to
be effectively absolute, a moral code
must be beyond human power to alter.
So what brought the prodigal back into
the fold? His personal “rage against God”
came to an end when he hit marriage and
fatherhood – “a cliche of discovery that is
too obvious and universal, and also too
profound, private and unique to discuss
with strangers”, he writes.
Having lived in Moscow at the close of
the Soviet era, and having witnessed
other atheistic regimes in full flight, he
refuses to accept his brother’s evasion of
what he sees as an organic link between
atheism and the most notorious modernist experiments of the 20th century.
It is this experience that appears to
shape his concerns for society. He
believes Christianity is under attack
today because it remains the most coherent and potent obstacle to frightening
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and ruthless idealism: “The concepts of
sin, of conscience, of eternal life, and of
divine justice under an unalterable law
are the ultimate defence against the
utopian’s belief that ends justify means
and that morality is relative. These concepts are safeguards against the worship
of human power.”
His literary quarrel with his brother
brings into the light some important
counter-arguments to the New Atheist
claims. And through his experiences in
the Soviet Union he does provide profound observations and warnings about
a culture that has banished God from
every area of public life.
He longs for an argument from atheists that “recognises the possible attractions to the intelligent mind of the religious explanation rather than denouncing all religious belief as stupid”. Of
course many non-believers are not in
that camp. No doubt he is thinking of his
brother, whose disdain for all religion
remains intractable.
But as Peter makes clear, it is not
really arguments that will win the day or
change the heart of a person so sure of a
godless universe and the singularly negative impact of religion. “‘Those who
choose to argue in prose, even if it is very
good prose, are unlikely to be receptive
to a case which is most effectively
couched in poetry,” he writes. Ultimately
shrill and often ugly arguments for and
against the existence of God mask something deeper and more personal.
But on one thing the brothers agree:
“That independence of mind are
immensely precious, and that we should
try to tell the truth in clear English even
ap
if we are disliked for doing so.”
Simon Smart is the head of
research and communications
at the Centre for Public
Christianity. This is an
edited version of an article
first appeared in the SMH.

l e t t e r s

letters
Wise counsel

Ipositive
was encouraged by David Powlison’s
endorsement of counselling as
integral to church life and ministry (AP,
May) and fully support his view that
God-centred face-to-face counselling
complements the public preaching of
the Word.
He concedes that benefit can be
derived from secular counselling, argues
that it is unable to address the real
issues of the human heart and confirms
the value of church-based counselling
centres. I appreciate his forthrightness
on the topic as well as clarity regarding
the need for quality training and specific
gifts to deal with the realities of counselling work. He is less clear on how such
a ministry might function in the life of a
local church and I’d therefore like to add
some clarifying comments for the
Australian context.
Professional counselling, regardless of
whether it is community or church-based,
is bound by a code of ethics. Normally

available to Christian and non-Christian
alike, such counselling legitimately discourages destructive and dysfunctional
behaviour and promotes godly principles
that build healthy relationships, uphold
responsible parenting and family life, and
support health and well being, social
cohesion and community welfare. There
is good reason to be prayerful because session discussions grapple with difficult life
issues. Where appropriate, referrals can
be made to pastors and church-based
activities but the Christian who counsels
is not free to proselytise or enter into dual
role relationships for the purpose of proselytising.
Does this mean that church-based
counselling centres are not valid ministries of the Christian church or that
Christians who counsel are not engaged
in valuable God-honouring work wherever they may practise? No and No! My
experience as a counsellor tells me that
counselling is an important way
Christians can love one another and the
church can love not just its own but
those in its local community.
Australian society is increasingly pluralistic and politically correct and the
Christian church more and more marginalised. The opportunity to operate

church-based counselling centres is still
available but will that always be the case?
Bronwyn Lee,
Wantirna, Vic

Oops!

I

have long found AP a very worthwhile
magazine since I was introduced to it by
my parents a number of years ago. Just
recently a few of us have started using
some of Bruce Christian’s studies for our
men’s Bible Study here on site.
I was, however disappointed in the
article “The Exodus Pharaoh” (April).
The topic is one I find fascinating and
I’m sure there will be many more theories developed and written about the
dating and identification of the various
Pharaohs and their dynasties, but it’s
hard to take seriously an article which
talks about Joseph’s dream of seven
cows, which also describes Joseph as the
“youngest and favoured son of Judah”
(Judah gets two such references). With
either poor checking or worse, the article gets off to a bad start.
As I’ve said, the magazine is excellent, this slip up is regrettable.
Fred van Brussel,
Woolaning, NT

presbyterian church of australia

Presbyterian Inland Mission
Patrol Ministry Vacancies
Far West PIM Patrol, New South Wales
John Flynn PIM Patrol, South Australia
North West PIM Patrol, Western Australia
North Australia PIM Patrol, Northern Territory
Central PIM Patrol, Queensland
Kimberley PIM Patrol, Western Australia (part-time)
Expressions of interest from suitably qualified (ordained and
non-ordained) prospective padres are invited for ministry in
these PIM patrols.
Please contact in the first instance –
The Rev. Stuart Bonnington (PIM Superintendent)
66 Stortford Road Southern River 6110 WA
Ph: (08) 9398 1304, Email: superintendent@pim.org.au
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p r ay e r

(communicants and adherents), 310
yf (younger folk – Sunday School and
Youth) 1 retired minister, 1 under
jurisdiction, Wayne Connor clerk.

prayer

12

June 2010

July 2010

21 Australian Christian Lobby webcast
interviewing the federal leaders of the
two main parties on isues concerning
Christian electors.
22 Harvey MP (MissionPartners – the
Australian Presbyterian World
Mission workers from Browns Plains,
Brisbane as IT and WEB Coordinator
for WEC International after many
years in Latin America.
23 Brighton charge Melbourne with
about 35 c&a (communicants and
adherents) 0 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and Youth ) and 6 e
(elders). Graeme and Marilyn Weber.
24 Penshurst charge Sydney with about
85 c&a, 15 yf and 5 e. Jeff and
Michelle Cover.
25 A return to the authority of God’s
written Word in all churches.
26 Ballina charge home mission station
with about 185 c&a, 65 yf and 4 e.
Hamish and Naomi Burke, Jeff
Keighley, Ross Ryan.
27 Bairnsdale home mission station,
Gippsland, Vic. with about 35 c&a, 12
yf and 3 e. Gary and Stevens.
28 Protection from and repentance for
child exploitation in the church and
community.
29 Second Annual Australasian Christian
Conference for the Academy and the
Church, QTC – with Robert Gordon
(Oxford) and Marcus Bockmuehl
(Cambridge).
30 Presbytery of Central West (previously
Dubbo) NSW – 7 charges totalling 14
congregations with about 730 c&a

Paul and Judy Morris MP workers
from England in Sydney since 2001
with Christian Witness to Israel
involved in evangelism among Jewish
people. An Australian leader is needed
as they return to the UK.
2 PYV Winter Camps, Phillip Island –
grades 5-6 Brian Harvey (parables),
years 7-10 Andrew Vines – years 11
and older Clinton le Page
(Ecclesiastes).
3 Peace and justice between Israelis and
Palestinians.
4 Persecuted Christians in Iraq.
5 NSW Assembly – meeting at PLC,
Sydney (in the suburb of Croydon) –
Pete Graham moderator, Paul Logan
clerk, all conveners – devotions,
debates, fellowship and wise decisions.
6 The influence of the church in China,
both official and underground.
7 Your parliamentary representatives,
federal and state.
8 Doonside charge, Maryong, outer
western Sydney with about 100 c&a,
30 yf and 5 e. David and Caron Balzer,
Peter and Caroline Williamson.
9 Hume charge Greenvale with about 40
c&a, 15 yf and 1 e. Scott and Nancy
Kroeger.
10 Presbytery of Flinders, Vic. – 10
charges and 2 home mission stations
totalling 16 congregations with about
100 c&a, 280 yf, 5 retired ministers, 2
under jurisdiction, 1 missionary, 2
theological candidates. Ian Brown
clerk.
11 Phil and Glenda Carter x MP workers
1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

from Tocumwal-Berrigan-Finley NSW
in the Fly area of Papua New Guinea
with Pioneers of Australia involved in
encouraging struggling churches.
Scots Church, Sydney (founded 1823
by J.D. Lang) with about 50 c&a, 2 yf
and 6 e. Adrian and Anne van Ash.
Surrey Hills Vic. charge Melbourne
with about 140 c&a, 35 yf and 10 e.
Chris and Rose Siriweera. Harvey.
Thank God for the service of David
Pilgrim as convener of MissionPartners
– the Australian Presbyterian World
Mission and pray for Alex Shaw as he
takes over this leadership role.
Capricorn Coast home mission station
– Yeppoon, Qld with about 30 c&a, 10
yf and 1 e. Michael Campbell.
Manly charge, Sydney with about 180
c&a, 25 yf and 23 e. Derek and
Barbara Bullen. and the Brazilian congregation meeting there – Wilson
Fernandes.
Stephen and Naomi MP workers from
Hurstville NSW in South Asia with
Wycliffe Bible Translators involved in
Bible translation.
Wauchope home mission station,
NSW north coast including Comboyne
and Rollands Plains with about 85
c&a, 20 yf and 3 e. Peter and Huxley.
Caulfield-Elwood charge – two congregations with about 35 c&a, 10 yf and
5 e. Phillip and Lydia Chang.
Presbytery of Mowbray, Qld (southern
Brisbane and Gold Coast) – 14 charges
and 8 home mission stations totalling
25 congregations with about 1800
c&a, 800 yf, 1 PresCare chaplain, 7
retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction,
1 theological candidate. Phil Case
clerk.
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b o o k s

books
A Guide to Christian Living
John Calvin, trans. Robert White
Banner of Truth, 2009.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his is an extract from part of
Book III of the 1560 edition of
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian
Religion. The widespread notion that
Calvin was simply a dry theologian,
divorced from the reality of day-to-day
life and immersed in his dusty tomes,
is wide of the mark. In this work,
Calvin emphasises the truth of the
cross applied to daily life (Mt. 16:24).
Hence he writes: “For just as there
is no greater curse than self-satisfaction, which leads to ruin and destruction, so also the only haven of salvation is to cease to be wise in oneself,
and to want nothing on one’s own
account, but simply to follow the
Lord.” We are urged to live as pilgrims
who contemplate, in Calvin’s vivid language, “while mired in earth’s slime,
the life of the angels”. This is a splendid little work, which will be a stimulus and a challenge to all who read
it.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

Let’s Study 1 Timothy
W. John Cook
Banner of Truth, 2009.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his is a worthwhile addition to a
worthwhile series. W. John Cook,
a Welshman, has put together a most
useful guide to Paul’s first epistle to
Timothy. He handles the difficult passages well, as for example when Paul
says that God desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). He avoids
the extremes that God desperately
wants to save everybody but cannot
do so, or that He only really has any
concern for the elect. His comments
are careful and biblical.
Regarding 1 Timothy 2:15, Cook
takes note of the singular (“the childbearing”), and regards it as a reference

to the birth of the Messiah. That is
not my view, but it is a text whose
meaning is not altogether obvious.
All in all, this is a commentary that
is well-considered and biblical in every
way. Without being dense, it packs a
lot of material in a short space.

Wise Counsel:
John Newton’s Letters to John
Ryland Jr
Edited by Grant Gordon
Banner of Truth, 2009.
Reviewed by Greg Goswell

T

his is a welcome addition to books
on John Newton. It contains 83 letters from Newton to John Ryland, who
was 28 years his junior. The letters cover
some four decades, from the 1770s to
the early 1800s. Most of the letters are
otherwise unavailable in editions of his
letters. Today, Newton is famous for his
hymn Amazing Grace, but perhaps his
greatest gift was as a writer of letters of
spiritual comfort and instruction.
An introductory chapter sketches the
history of both men in the years preceding the opening of correspondence,
when Ryland (a child prodigy) was called
to the Baptist ministry and published a
268-page volume (Serious Essays) at age
18 in the year 1771. The letters are full
of spiritual wisdom and show a remarkable understanding of Christian experience, such that the reader (like this
reviewer) will often hear God speaking
through the diagnosis and advice offered
by John Newton.
His wide sympathies and delight in
Christians of all denominations is an
example to us all, for he detested party
spirit and rivalry between different
Christian groupings (such as broke out
in the 1770s between Arminians and
Calvinists). As he says, “When the great
trumpet sounds (and perhaps not
before) all party walls will fall like the
walls of Jericho”.
Newton offers sound advice to Ryland
who was seeking a wife but had suffered
disappointments: “The only reason why
the Lord seems to delay what afterwards
he grants is, that the best hour is not yet
come.” Newton knows how to bring comfort to a Christian frustrated by delays
and setbacks.
A final chapter summarises the
remaining years of Newton and Ryland
after the last extant letter of 1803, a correspondence that enables the modern

reader to enjoy and benefit from this
enduring friendship.
Greg Goswell lectures at the Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne.

To the Ends of the Earth:
The Globalization of Christianity
Kenneth Hylson-Smith
Paternoster, 2007.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

I

n the preface we read: “This book is a
response to many historians, sociologists, theologians, atheists, agnostics
and media pundits who in recent
decades have declared Christianity, or at
least the institutional Church to be in
retreat and even suffering from terminal
illness.”
The author writes well and argues
that because the critics focus on
Europe/Britain and dismiss the USA as
an aberration, they miss the fact that
since 1700 as the Church has globalised,
it has in fact grown to an unprecedented
size. Members of the Presbyterian
Church sense this with the vast numbers
of Koreans who are Christians in the
large number of Presbyterian Churches
“birthed” by 19th century missionaries
from (among other places) Australia.
The reports of the death of
Christianity are premature, as this book
shows, and in fact we are living in days of
gospel advance and ingathering which
suggest perhaps, that greater things are
just around the corner. It would be wonderful if someone could purchase
enough copies of this book that it could
be placed in every public and university
library across the country to counter the
unfounded and myopic skepticism concerning Christianity which seems everywhere.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.

In the review of Inlander at Heart (AP,
May), the subject was wrongly identified.
The book tells the story of Arch Grant, not
Arch Hart.
All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au
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Courting trouble
Christians avoid litigation to promote Christ.

Peter Barnes

N

ew South Wales is now second only to California so far
as litigation is concerned. A
part-time masseuse has
sued her employer because her clients’
whingeing made her depressed. She was
awarded $26,000 as a result. A basketball referee sued the Mt Isa Basketball
Association because she tripped over
while running backwards. She was
awarded $80,000. I know a woman doctor who, many years ago, fell over while
walking down a laneway. She sued the
local council because the surface was
uneven, and won $40,000 in an out of
court settlement.
The whole situation has reached
lunatic proportions – local councils are
removing equipment out of playgrounds
because of potential lawsuits; teachers
who are supervising playground duty
could be open to litigation; before the
2000 Olympics 50 Australian athletes
appealed against their exclusion
through sports tribunals; doctors in
some places cannot pay the insurance
costs needed to keep a practice operating; and – the greatest obscenity of all –
people born with disabilities are suing,
via relatives, doctors for not aborting
them.
A Christian can sometimes face quite
a dilemma when he or she is confronted
with a situation in which standing up for
rights becomes an issue. Our natural
response is to be defensive and to take
on our opponent. However, Christ is not
only our Saviour and Redeemer – the
substitute who took our place – but our
example whom we are to follow. He does
for us what we sinners cannot do for ourselves (He saves from sin and death and
judgment) and He does for us what we
ought to seek to imitate (He lived a sinless life).
Hence the apostle Peter writes of
Christ: “He committed no sin, neither
was deceit found in His mouth. When
He was reviled, He did not revile in
return; when He suffered, He did not

In the greatest
obscenity of all, people
born with disabilities
are suing doctors for
not aborting them.
threaten, but continued entrusting
Himself to Him who judges justly” (1
Pet. 2:22-23).
That seems quite clear – if we profess
the name of Christ, we are not to retaliate or take revenge in any circumstances.
This is reinforced by the words of Paul in
1 Corinthians 6, where Paul says that
Christians ought not to take each other
to court.
Here the apostle points out that
Christians will judge the world (vv.1-2).
We who have been created below the
angels shall reign over them because
Christ is above the angels. Paul also
declares that it is more Christ-like to
suffer injustice than to demand justice.
In verse 7 he says that for a Christian to
take another Christian to court is
already a defeat (ESV, NIV) or “utter failure” (NKJV). You can win a battle and
lose a war. Better to let the trumpet
player blow away half the night or pay
for the new fender yourself than to
harm the testimony to Christ.“Why do
you not rather let yourselves be
cheated?” (v.7.)
In any case, says Paul, the church
should be able to solve her own problems
(v.5). The church can hardly make
grandiose claims about her relationship
with the eternal all-wise God while at the
same time she is not able to settle a few
ruffled feathers here on earth.
Charles Simeon was often criticised
for his evangelical views and habits. He
responded with profound humility. “My
enemy, whatever evil he says of me, does
not reduce me so low as he would if he
knew all concerning me that God
knows.” Demanding justice and retaliat-
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ing in a frenzy of self-justification are
not gospel-inspired responses to this
fallen world.
Yet we find that Paul made use of his
Roman citizenship after he was beaten
and jailed along with Silas in Philippi.
Paul stood firm, and made the magistrates come and apologise before he
would leave the city (see Acts 16:35-40).
This was undoubtedly done, not to
extract some kind of revenge, but to
help provide some legal protection for
the fledgling church at Philippi.

I

n 404 in North Africa, Augustine was
prepared to have Crispinus, the
Donatist Bishop of Calama, made liable
to a fine as a heretic, but he then intervened and the fine was not paid. The
precedent, however, had been set, and
Augustine hoped that it would help to
spread the gospel and protect his people
from the often violent Circumcellions
attached to the Donatists.
In 1743 George Whitefield did something similar by lodging charges against
rioters in Hampton before the
Gloucester court. This was done to protect the early Methodists, both preachers and people. Before it went to the
King’s Bench, Whitefield dropped the
case, but the point had been made.
Overall, it seems clear that we may only
go to court to defend another’s rights or
to protect the cause of Christ. With
great reluctance a Christian may go to
court against an unbeliever who is treating him unjustly.
The increasing litigiousness in society
is yet another indication of its increasing
drift from Christ. A society which
resorts so readily to law is a society withap
out the salt of the gospel.
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