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R

ecently the ABC’s programme Q&A invited
Richard Dawkins, the celebrated Oxford
professor of science, to be one of its panel
members. Predictably, Dawkins launched a
scathing attack against creationists of all stripes, but
reserved his most trenchant, and indeed venomous,
criticism for those who believed in Christianity’s doctrine of
vicarious atonement through Christ’s blood.
Dawkins regards Christ’s atonement for our sin as a
vicious and repellent doctrine of divine sado-masochism in
which the Son of God is tortured and executed on a cross. It
is, he says, “barking mad, but for its ubiquitous familiarity
which has dulled our objectivity. If God wanted to forgive
our sins, why not just forgive them, without having Himself
tortured and executed in payment…?”
In his recent book, The God Delusion, Dawkins reveals
why he finds the notion of blood atonement so offensive. It
is due to the fact that Christian theologians focus
“overwhelmingly on sin, sin, sin, sin, sin, sin, sin.” This, he
says, “is a nasty little preoccupation to have dominating
your life.” Dawkins’ solution to sin is either to ignore it or
deny it. Such a proposal might work but for one
unbudgeable spiritual reality, namely, the terrifying
holiness of God. Dawkins, it seems, is oblivious to this fact
because his own theory of origins has no place for an
awesome and omnipotent Creator.
Sadly, Dawkins is not alone in this myopic vision of the
glory of God and human sin. It seems as though there is a
growing chorus of voices, even within the evangelical wing
of the Christian church, who share some of the same
criticisms as Dawkins of the traditional doctrine of penal
substitutionary atonement. Writers such as Steve Chalke
(The Lost Message of Jesus) and Joel Green and Mark Baker
(Recovering the Scandal of the Cross), to name a few, have in
a variety of ways questioned the historic understanding of
Jesus’ death.
Easter is an opportune time for Christians to re-examine
the meaning of Paul’s words: “For what I received I passed
on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3). It is important
because the doctrine of Christ’s substitutionary atonement
speaks to our deepest spiritual needs.
Peter Hastie ap
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At the cross
Jesus’ atonement lies at the very heart of the gospel.

D

r Bruce Winter is the principal
of
Queensland
Theological College at
Emmanuel College in St
Lucia, Brisbane. He has held this position
since 2006 when he left Tyndale House,
Cambridge, where he had served as warden since 1987 and as director of the
Institute for Early Christianity in the
Graeco-Roman World.
Dr Winter was a Fellow of St
Edmund’s College, University of
Cambridge, and is now a visiting research
fellow. He has also served as a member of
the University’s Faculty of Divinity, and
has been a lecturer at Moore Theological
College, Sydney, and Trinity Theological
College, Singapore.
Dr Winter’s main areas of interest are
in New Testament studies, theology,
apologetics and ethics, particularly the
intersection of the Word of God with its
ancient setting and its significance for
contemporary thinking about the church
and its relationship with modern society.
He is a prolific author and has published numerous journal articles. He was
series editor of the five-volume work on
The Book of Acts in its First Century
Setting. He lives with his wife, Lyn, at St
Lucia.
The Christian faith has always been
defined as the religion of the cross.
Why has the cross been seen as the
defining event in Christianity?
The cross is the defining event in
Christianity because the Bible tells us
that we face a crisis with God over our
sin. Our sins have come between us and
God. As Isaiah said, “It is your iniquities
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Bruce Winter
talks to
Peter Hastie

that have separated you from your God.”
Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans
that, “All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God” (3:23). It is our sin that
leaves us hopelessly guilty and with no
defence to offer to God.
The Bible tells us that our condemnation is just. According to Paul, God judges
each of us according to our works and we
have no righteous deeds that we can present to God (Rom. 2:6; 3:9-20).
So the cross is necessary to address
the problem of our sin and separation.
We are like people who are drowning in
the sea of sin and we need a rescuer who
can save us. The only way we can be rescued is if we have a saviour who can
specifically address our guilt and separation from God. Christ meets that need
by His death and blood shed on the cross.
He dies there as an innocent substitute
for our sin in the way that is foreshadowed in the Old Testament sacrifices.
There can be no forgiveness without the
shedding of blood (Heb. 9:22). In this
way He makes the forgiveness of our sins
possible. So the cross reminds us that we
are in a desperate condition and we cannot save ourselves; we must be rescued
by Christ.
The apostle Paul says that the
doctrine of the cross is of first
importance, yet many people today
think that we should emphasise
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other teachings instead. What do
you say?
The doctrine of the cross is always the
first priority for the church.
Unfortunately many people today think
we should move beyond the cross. They
think of Jesus’ death for sinners as a
swipe card in their back pocket which
could be useful in days to come but is not
so relevant now. Others think of Christ’s
death as the starting point of the
Christian life but that it has no real bearing on their present experience. They
think, “I need to live my best life now and
I don’t really need the cross. I have sorted
that matter out and I can leave it all
behind.” Actually, this idea runs counter
to the so-called “six spiritual laws” that
we find in 1 John 1:6-2:2, all of which
have to do with the fact that if we sin,
then we have an atoning sacrifice. John’s
point in the opening section of his first
letter is that the doctrine of the cross is a
present reality in the life of the
Christian.
To me, this is one of the most important issues affecting the church today.
We see this tendency in circles like the
charismatic movement or in the huge
megachurches where people seem
hooked on the kind of positive thinking
that you find in Joel Osteen’s book, Your
Best Life Now. People who are influenced
by this sort of thing often forget the
important truth that on the day of our
death we will still need to look to the
cross as our only confidence.
I think of the great hymn Abide With
Me, the last verse of which is “Hold Thou
Thy cross before my closing eyes”. Henry
Lyte wrote those words after he preached

a t o n e m e n t
his final sermon in 1847 when he was
very sick. I think we sometimes forget
that when we come to the time of our
death we will still be looking to the cross
as our great hope.
While some people think that it’s
okay in a theological sense to leave the
cross behind, others have an ethical reason for abandoning it. They think that
sin no longer matters. However, that
fails to take into account the conscience
of any person in church on a Sunday
morning. Of course, sometimes the
church is to blame. Some ministers don’t
see any need to call upon Christians to
reflect on their guilt. They think it’s
unnecessary for us to remember our sins
and failures in the past week because it
was all dealt with on the cross.
Do you think that it’s important
that there is a place for confession of
sin in every service of Christian
worship?
Yes, absolutely. We need to remember
that we are meeting with a great and
holy God. I can remember at one time
attending a church in outer Sydney
where there was no place in the weekly
service for the confession of sin. It had
the effect of removing people’s sense of
accountability before God. I think this
church was just merely reflecting the
values of modern culture. I have also
noticed that there are a lot of churches
which never seem to begin their services
in prayer.
What did Paul mean when he said
that he was determined to know
nothing else except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified? Is his view meant to
be the norm for us?
Well, Paul’s words have a very specific
context. He says that when he came to
Corinth he didn’t come with eloquence
in the way that the ancient orators did.
The audience would nominate a topic
that was of interest to them for the orator to speak on Paul refused to do that.
He says that he wasn’t interested in
speaking on popular social or philosophical topics that other orators dealt with.
His topic was a set one: Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.
Therefore, I think Paul is saying that
Christ’s work for us on the cross lies at
the very heart of the preaching of the
gospel. It was not something that evangelists can negotiate. Of course, some
want to discuss other things that they
think may have more appeal to their
audience. However, Paul is saying:

“Listen, we don’t have the right to
choose what we will preach on. The topic
is already chosen: it’s Jesus Christ and
Him crucified.”
So Paul is presenting himself to the
Corinthians as the anti-orator. He makes
it clear that the topic is not something
that the evangelist is free to change. He
has received the gospel from Christ and
has the sacred task of preaching about
the meaning of the cross of Jesus.
Unfortunately I think some scholars
have found a meaning in this text that I
don’t think was in Paul’s mind. For
instance, Graeme Goldsworthy seems to
have suggested that this text, “Jesus

The preaching of the
cross is always going to
arouse controversy
because we are not
appealing to the
outsider’s own ego.
Christ and Him crucified”, means that
every sermon should conclude with a
reference to Christ’s death on the cross.
I believe that what Paul meant is that as
preachers we must always keep the
death of Christ as the central focus of
their ministries. We must always relate
what we preach back to the essential
message of the gospel. (I think that is
what Paul means in this context.)
The meaning of the cross continues
to spark some lively controversy in
the church today. Is there some
particular reason why the doctrine
of the atonement seems to arouse so
many people’s passions?
I think we suffer from “Bob the
Builder” syndrome. We imagine that we
can fix everything in our world. Well, the
doctrine of the cross says that there are
some things we just can’t fix. Most
importantly, the cross tells us that we
are powerless to repair our relationship
with God. It is a humbling realisation
that we are completely lost and helpless
and that only Christ can rescue us from
our sins. However, it’s not fashionable to

admit our impotence in an age that worships competence. The “I can do it” attitude that is so deeply embedded in our
culture naturally also affects the academy and the church. We like to think we
have an answer to every problem, and if
we don’t, then we’ll be able to download
something from the web that will solve
our difficulties for us.
The preaching of the cross is always
going to arouse controversy because it is
an admission to the outsider that we are
not appealing to his or her own ego;
instead, we are playing something like a
video of the hearer’s life which leads in
part to his own guilt and condemnation.
It’s an embarrassment to people just as
it was an embarrassment in the first century. For most unbelievers, the Christian
preaching of the cross was an ass of an
idea. I suppose it’s not surprising that
Christians were often referred to as
asses in the first century. Interestingly,
graffiti in Rome around this period often
depicted Christians in this way. We have
one famous example from a building
occupied by the emperor’s Praetorian
guard. There is a picture of a man with
an ass’s head worshiping a cross and the
caption reads: “Alexamenos worships his
god”. The simple truth is that people
find offensive preaching that claims that
they cannot save themselves.
Unbelievers often say that they are
not Christians because the Bible
doesn’t address their deepest needs.
Does the message of the cross have
anything to say about the most
fundamental needs that we have?
Yes, it does. In Paul’s speech in Acts
17 to the Athenians on the Areopagus he
addresses them on the subject of worship and immediately convicts them of
the sin of idolatry. He points out that
they haven’t lived up to their own philosophical convictions about the nature of
the gods. Then he warns them to accept
the amnesty that God offers guilty sinners because God has fixed a day of judgment. He tells them that Christ will be
their judge and will bring their sins to
light. So, if an amnesty against the coming judgment of our sin is what we really
need, then Paul’s preaching of forgiveness speaks to the deepest needs of the
human heart.
If we could re-run a DVD of our past,
including all our thoughts and intentions, I think we would be shocked by
some of the atrocious and awful things
that would appear. Non-Christians seem
to suffer from a sort of amnesia when it
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comes to thinking about our sin and our
need for forgiveness and reconciliation
with God. Paul says that we suppress the
truth in unrighteousness. However,
what we forget is that one day all of us
will have to give an account of ourselves
before God. Given the fact that all of us
have experienced regrettable moments
in our lives, it seems extraordinary that
people should think that the preaching
of the message of the cross does not
meet a vital human need.
If culture is as dismissive as you
have mentioned of the message of
the cross and our need for it, what
sort of strategies should Christian
preachers pursue?
The strategies Paul followed in Acts
17 provide the paradigm for preachers
today as they engage with the minds of
non-Christians. Connecting with the
hearers, correcting their misconceptions, conversing with their theological
or ideological framework, convicting
them of their compromises with their
consciences in the light of their own
intellectual commitment are critical
steps. It is also necessary to confront
them with their need of repentance
towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ because of the coming day of
judgment. These are all essential features of a dialogue that is distinctly
Christian and biblical.

Mt Evelyn
Presbyterian Church
is looking for a minister/pastor
We are a Presbyterian church
in Victoria with 45-50 people
and 4 elders.
A pastor is sought for preaching,
teaching and building up of the
saints in the Grace of God.
We have been blessed by a
10 year ministry where Christ
crucified and His power has
been proclaimed.
Full time or part time can be
considered.
Mt Evelyn is an outer eastern
suburb of Melbourne.
Contact Peter Fairbanks
on 0438 870 412 or at
p.fair@optusnet.com.au
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If the preacher models his preaching
on Paul’s message in Acts 17, then the
first thing that he must do is to connect
with his audience by showing a genuine
appreciation of their situation. Then,
based on that reading of their culture, he
needs to correct any misunderstandings
about the nature of God and humanity.
People say that sin doesn’t matter and
they believe that they have all the necessary resources within themselves to do a
deal with God. Of course, this is nothing
new. It’s the familiar line of all the great
religions of the world. They teach that if
we work hard enough then we will have

Many people today think
that greed is good. This
is the sort of idea that
needs to be challenged
and exposed.
sufficient merit to save ourselves and
obtain eternal life. I think this explains
why culture in general is so dismissive of
Christianity. The leaders in our society
have a deeply held belief that they can
solve all our problems. So I think that
one strategy the preacher must follow is
to challenge this common misconception.
The second thing that we need to do
is to challenge the most cherished beliefs
of our culture. For example, many people
today think that greed is good. This is
the sort of idea that needs to be challenged and exposed. For example, if
greed is good, why do so many people
dislike bankers and others who continue
to profit in hard times? Preachers need
to demonstrate that these cultural convictions are lies and confront people
with the truth that greed has become
our god.
In other words, along with Christians
reminding their audience of their guilt
before God and the coming judgment,
we also need to work out how we can
connect with people in their specific
context and demonstrate to them the
integrity of a Christian life lived out.
This is why Christians should do good
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for others all the time; it lights a candle
as it did for me just prior to my conversion.
Is this debate that we are having
over the doctrine of the atonement
in the church something which is
novel to our own time, or is it
something that has been going on
throughout the course of church
history?
The doctrine of the atonement has
always been a subject of controversy. In
Paul’s thinking, as well as that of Jesus,
wherever you have the truth you also
find the counterfeit. It’s Satan’s strategy.
Paul was conscious from the beginning
of what was going to happen in the
church and he gave clear warnings about
it.
In the early period the biblical doctrine of atonement was coloured by the
Roman view of power. The ancient world
was very much taken up with the fact
that Rome conferred freedom and prosperity on the world and had the power to
conquer enemies. I think some of these
cultural notions and expectations played
a role in shaping the church’s position on
the atonement during the early period.
Then, during the medieval period,
Peter Abelard, a French theologian, got
the idea that the love of God was the
most important quality in God’s nature.
He went so far as to suggest that God
could have forgiven mankind even without the death of Christ. Abelard’s idea
was that the atonement was a demonstration of how much God loved us. This
has become a very popular view today,
especially in the United Kingdom. When
I was in Cambridge I found that I had to
address this issue all the time.
The problem with Abelard’s view is
that it doesn’t really prove how much
God loves us. If all God wanted to do was
to show how loving He is towards us, I
think it would have been better for Jesus
to have lived a much longer life so that
He could have done more good to needy
people. The death of Christ makes
absolutely no sense if it is simply a
demonstration
of
God’s
love.
Nevertheless, that’s what many church
leaders and theologians in the UK
believe today. Whenever I preached
there I found I always had to address this
issue because it was so ingrained in the
English mind. I used to say that if I threw
myself off the tower at Cambridge to
prove that I loved people, it would only
confirm that I was much more stupid
than I looked.

a t o n e m e n t
Why do you think that so many
English theologians have followed
this line?
I think it has to do with the popularity of utilitarianism. Utilitarianism
claims that the correctness of any action
is determined solely by its ability to provide happiness or pleasure for us.
Therefore, the reason we put people in
jail is to deter them or make them better,
not to punish them. The idea of punishment is anathema to utilitarians. Some
Cambridge theologians in the past and
others rejected any notion of penal substitution in the atonement. They liked to
talk about “exchange theology” instead,
even though the word “exchange” contains implicit notions of substitution.
Of course, utilitarianism leaves no
one who is a victim of crime satisfied. In
England such victims called out for justice because they received none. The
government simply incarcerates people
to deter them from crime or to make
them better, but never with the idea that
they ought to be punished for doing the
wrong thing. Utilitarianism is deeply
embedded in the English mind.

death is the result of sin, and the only
way to save a life is to surrender a perfect
life in its place through death. And this
means that blood must be shed.
What is it, then, about the nature of
God that requires an atonement for
our sin?
I think God is holy and just, and He
therefore cannot remain indifferent to
sin or regard it as having no consequence
in a world over which He is the all-powerful ruler. Sin represents a total rejection of God’s authority over human life.
I find it hard to imagine how an all-powerful, just and holy Being could permit
people to remain free to challenge His
claims and deny His character unless, of

Sin always destroys
relationships.
Any atonement has to
address the consequences – its guilt,
its power and its
destructiveness.

Was
the
atonement
really
necessary? Couldn’t God just have
said, “Boys will be boys, let’s just
move on”? Why did the Son of God
have to die to remedy the problem of
sin?
As I have already said, “without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin” (Heb. 9:22). In God’s eyes sin
is such a terrible thing that it requires a
life to be surrendered up in death. This
was signified in the Old Testament sacrificial system by the pouring out of the
victim’s blood in death. Sin must be punished. Can God really be true to Himself
by denying His character by saying,
“boys will be boys”?

course, His love could find a way that
would protect His righteousness and
satisfy His mercy too. The only atonement that would really work would be
one that recognized the demands of
God’s love, mercy and justice. It must
respect all the aspects of His glorious
nature.

But why does blood need to be shed?
Blood needs to be shed because sin is
so evil. And if the sinner is not to die,
someone else – a substitute – must bear
the penalty for sin. The blood represents
the life poured out in death. The problem in today’s culture is that we underplay the consequences of Adam’s fall. We
don’t understand the wickedness of sin.
Nevertheless, we do have an innate
sense of justice that makes us call for the
punishment of evildoers. We sense that
there is something right about punishing a hideous crime that leaves such
dreadful scars on other people’s lives.
So, it is God’s eternal decree that

What is it essential for us to grasp
about sin if we are going to
understand what the Bible teaches
about atonement?
I think we need to understand that
sin always destroys relationships. It
doesn’t take very long for us when dealing with marriage break-ups to see the
devastating effects of sin. Any atonement worthy of the name has to address
the consequences of sin – its guilt, its
power and its destructiveness. The Bible
teaches that the death of an innocent
substitute is the only way that sin can be
effectively overcome. You can try all the
other ways that have been suggested but

none of them really works. People need
to realise that sin isolates us from God
and from one another. It creates an
unbridgeable gulf between God and us
and we remain unreconciled unless
something happens from the divine
side.
What does the Bible mean when it
refers to Jesus as the mediator? Is it
an important idea for people to get
hold of in understanding the
doctrine of the atonement?
I think it is. It can first be explained
by the fact that the high priest acted as
the mediator for Israel’s sins on the Day
of Atonement. He was the only one who
could enter into the presence of God in
the Holy of Holies with the sin offering.
The Letter to the Hebrews portrays
Jesus’ ministry in this light when it says
that there is only one who can stand
between us and God (Heb. 9:11-15).
Jesus can fulfill this role because the
writer tells us that He does not bring the
blood of bulls and goats, but He brings
His own blood as the sacrifice.
I remember reading Emil Brunner’s
book, The Divine Mediator, and his explanation of how the concept of the mediator goes back to these Old Testament
concepts.
Why is it necessary for Jesus to be
made like us in every way yet
without sin?
Well, the Letter to the Hebrews
makes clear that it equips Him to exercise a ministry to Christians. That is one
of the key facts as I see it in Hebrews.
Because He was tempted in all ways but
without sin, He can be a sympathetic
high priest who can invite us to come
boldly into God’s presence. That is why
we don’t need Mary. She doesn’t have a
switchboard to heaven and she doesn’t
have a role in mediating God’s grace to
us. That is an error of the Second Vatican
Council, which gave to Mary all of Jesus’
titles including that of mediator.
As a young Christian, who had come
under deep conviction of sin, it was
tremendously liberating to know that no
one understood me like Jesus. I knew
that I could go to Him boldly and that I
didn’t have to creep into His presence
bringing my own pathetic works. I was
coming to a throne of grace, not one of
judgment, to receive mercy and grace to
help in a time of need. Christians need to
know this because it will make us more
willing to face our sins instead of covering them up. We are always coming to a
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throne of grace, which means that we
always receive help for the present
predicament that we are in. A Christian
never needs to despair.
In what sense was Christ’s death a
substitutionary sacrifice? Can we
see it in any other way? What ideas
lie at the very heart of the
atonement?
At the heart of the atonement is a vicarious death because vicarious means
“to be in the place of”. In the English
churches they have senior ministers who
are called “rectors” and these rectors
have responsibility for a number of
parishes. They also have people called
“vicars” who operate in the place of the
rector who can’t do everything at once.
So, this is a contemporary illustration
that helps us to understand the meaning
of the word vicarious.
Jesus introduces the idea of substitution into His death when He takes the
bread at the last Supper and changes the
Passover meal for the first time in a
thousand years and makes it self-referential by saying, “This is my body which
is given up on your behalf”. Here is the
idea of substitution. Jesus was not referring to His trials in the wilderness. This
is a passion prediction that Christ would
offer Himself up in our place or on our
behalf. The words of institution of the
Lord’s Supper are terribly important
because Jesus wants to reinforce in our
minds, over and over again, that His
death is substitutionary.
We must never forget that at the
heart of the Christian gospel is the claim
that Christ died in the place of guilty sinners. He exchanged His life for ours. This
is how God showed His love for us — he
let Jesus die in our place.
Richard Dawkins claimed recently
on Australian television that God
was guilty of sadomasochism and
cosmic child abuse by allowing Jesus
to suffer and die for others. How
would you respond to that?
I don’t think Richard Dawkins has
taken the trouble to carefully examine
the biblical text. It seems rather inconsistent for Dawkins to claim that God is
guilty of child abuse when God has
declared to us, “This is my beloved son in
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”
If Dawkins thinks this is a lapse in the
character of God, he should consider
that both the Father and the Son were
parties to the eternal covenant of
redemption. Both the Father and the
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Son entered freely into this agreement
to rescue us. So, whatever it is that
Dawkins wants to claim, I don’t think he
has grounds for suggesting that God is
irrational or suffered a moral lapse. After
all, we know that the death of Jesus had
been planned before the creation of the
world and that it was announced in the
prophets. In the Psalms we learn that
Jesus willingly embraced His death.
Further, the prophets make it very clear
that after the Christ has suffered, God
will raise Him up and glorify Him. This is
hardly consistent with the typical pattern of child abusers. I think Richard
Dawkins is wide of the mark and selectively ignores key Scriptures.

It is normal to feel
utterly forsaken when
someone who has been
a friend suddenly turns
their back on us
completely.

Over the last 50 years or so,
evangelicals have entered into a
sustained defence of the doctrine of
propitiation, which they believe is
central to the atonement. Why is
there such an intense debate about
propitiation and whether it actually
belongs in the atonement?
Over the last century there has been
significant opposition, especially in
England, to the idea of propitiation.
Propitiation reminds us that at the heart
of the atonement there is a concern to
turn aside the wrath of God against sinners. English theologians have resisted
this idea even though it is thoroughly
grounded in the Scriptures. I think it
goes back to the subliminal effect of utilitarianism.
Many English theologians have
poured scorn on this doctrine and have
regarded people who believe it as brainless. It was commendable that late Dr
Leon Morris, the former principal of
Ridley College, actually chose to write
his PhD thesis on this subject under the
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nose of C. H. Dodd, a well-known liberal
scholar who rejected the doctrine of propitiation.
People don’t realise how existentialism and utilitarianism sometimes
deeply affect our reading of Scripture. In
every generation there is always an
attempt by Christians who want to follow culture rather than Scripture to
come up with some alternative to penal
substitutionary atonement. This is what
is happening at the present time. For
instance, Bishop Tom Wright in his
book, What St Paul Really Meant, cites
E.P. Sanders in claiming that the doctrine of justification is not so much
about getting into the kingdom, or
indeed staying in, as it is about who you
could tell who was in. This is what he
says, “The standard theological language
isn’t so much about soteriology as it is
about ecclesiology. Justification is not
so much about salvation as it is about
the church.” Bishop Wright agrees with
that and dismisses Paul’s claim that our
justification is in Christ in 1 Corinthians
1:30. He says that text is a one-off. Well,
it’s not a one-off because Paul again
makes the point that our justification is
in Christ in 1 Corinthians 6:11: “But you
were washed, you were sanctified and
you were justified in the name of our
Lord Jesus and the Spirit of our God.” So
justification and sanctification is in
Christ, not through the church.
Unfortunately, what is happening in
these changes being suggested by Bishop
Wright is that he wants to move the
business point of entry to the church, as
opposed to Christ, for sinners seeking
forgiveness. Instead of finding relief in
Christ, his approach seems to suggest
that we find justification and forgiveness by becoming members of the
church. This is one of the reasons why
he calls the Reformed understanding of
justification a “legal fiction”.
In what sense was Jesus abandoned
or forsaken by God in his death?
Well, it was that for the first time in
His life sin had separated Him from the
Father. I think it’s normal to feel utterly
forsaken when someone who has been a
friend suddenly turns their back on us
completely. In other words, the relationship is gone. It is not certain whether we
should translate Jesus’ cry of dereliction, “How you have forsaken me”,
rather than in the form of a question.
But it was certainly a cry of terrible
anguish because Jesus felt the Father’s
face turn away from Him as He endured
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the cross. I could imagine the grief my
son might feel if I suddenly turned away
from him in his hour of desperate need.
That would be an awful moment of grief
and goes some way to explain why the
cross was such a dreadful experience for
Jesus.
How does the cross rescue
Christians from the performance
trap?
Well, I think the New Testament provides good clues for us. In Titus we are
told that “Christ gave Himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for Himself a people that are His
very own, eager to do good works” (Titus
2:14). Here Paul reminds us that it is
Christ who saves us, not any works of
righteousness of ours (Titus 3:5), but
that the effect of grace is to prepare us to
do good works once we have received our
salvation. For Paul, a Christian’s works
are important; but not as the basis for
earning salvation. Our works are more a
response of gratitude to God for His
grace to us. Our works are not insignificant, but on the other hand we don’t
push them ahead of us like the Roman

Catholics, who struggle with their works
on their slow upward journey to earn salvation. So a right understanding of the
gospel, and especially the place of good
works in the scheme of salvation,
releases us from the burden of the performance trap.

The crisis is among us
because secular ideals
of leadership have crept
into ministry.

Do you think that there is a crisis
going on in the church at the
moment about having a crosscentred ministry?

Principal

Yes, I do. I think the crisis is among us
because secular ideals of leadership have
crept into ministry. I could see this happening at a US seminary in 1984. While
I was there they were putting on this
new course on leadership. I asked,
“What are you using?” because I had
written my work on Paul among the orators of the first century and I thought it
was directly relevant to the subject. But
they said, “Oh, we are using Master of
Business Administration manuals.
Anything that works must be right.”
Some were just determined to produce
this new course on leadership. Within 10
years every seminary in the United
States seemed to have a new course on
Christian ministry called “leadership”.
But for the most part it was largely uninfluenced by the theology of the cross.
Ministry is about feeding the flock, a
point the risen Christ commanded Peter
to do by emphasizing the command
three times and then He concluded with
the command “you must follow Me”
(John 21:15-17,19). It is about “feedership” not leadership. It is about living
and ministering under the shadow of the
ap
cross, the central event in history.

king’s college

Leadership Role
• Independent Christian School (K – 12)
• Warrnambool, South West Victoria
• Strategic leadership role
• Christian education environment
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King’s College is a well respected, council-controlled, independent
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vibrant Biblical teaching and character development program.
The school has enrolments of around 380 students encompassing
Pre-School, Primary and Secondary, offering a wide range of subjects to VCE level, with a staff of 40. The school has a modern, single campus, set on substantial grounds in a major growth corridor.
Established 25 years ago under the auspices of the local
Presbyterian church, King’s College has developed outstanding
facilities, and will finalise a major capital works program in 2010,
positioning the school well for future growth.
King’s College is situated in the major regional city of
Warrnambool, located on the coast approximately 3 hours from
Melbourne in the vibrant and growing South West region of
Victoria. The school’s current Principal of 15 years will retire at the
end of 2010 and the School Council now seeks expressions of
interest for the role of Principal, commencing at the start of 2011.
The school Council seeks to appoint a talented and experienced

professional to effectively lead the organisation and build further
on the school’s success, providing educational, organisational and
spiritual leadership and implementing the Council’s vision for sustained growth.
The preferred candidate will be a committed Christian with a well
developed Christian world view and a passion for Christian education. The Principal will be a proven, dynamic leader, displaying a
flair for organisational growth & development, demonstrated educational leadership and organisational skills, along with strong
people and communication skills. Candidates should possess post
graduate qualifications in a relevant field, with demonstrated successful classroom teaching experience.
This is a significant opportunity to lead and further contribute to
the growth and development of this well respected Christian
organisation.
To obtain an Application Package, contact the Council Secretary on
(03) 5562 6302 or email haywendy@hotkey.net.au.
Applications close the 23rd April 2010 and should be addressed to:
The Council Secretary,
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Our scapegoat
Yom Kippur is a vivid picture, but Jesus brought it to life.

Bob Mendelsohn

A

tonement. The word sounds
dusty and religious. It’s a far
cry from the interest of most
Australians, but it can impact
us in ways we have never even
considered. Atonement is a biblical word
and conjures images of lambs, of ancient
priests, and dripping blood. It appears
to have little bearing on a suburban or
inner west city worker, or a 21st century
single mother caring for her hungry
children, or by extension the pained
survivors of Chilean or Haitian
earthquakes.
Even so, if our lives are to be impacted
at all by biblical data, and if our daily
existence is to be informed by biblical
standards, then atonement, and
particularly, the ancient Jewish Day of
Atonement, is high on the list of realities
that matter.
For most Jewish people, the most
significant day in the calendar each year
is Yom Kippur. The Bible titles it “Yom
Hakippurim” (Day of Atonements,
plural) but every English version
translates the Hebrew to “Day of
Atonement.” Eighty times in the Bible
the term “Kippur” is used, almost all of
them in Torah, that is, the Five Books of
Moses. And each time the reference is to
some action of a person to make things
right between them and God, or
between the entire people of God and
the Almighty. The actions of the priests
could include a ram, goat, lamb or a
censer and provided atonement for the
Jewish people.
Ordinary atonement took place
during the year, but the most sacred day
of all, which Jewish people today still
observe 3500 years later, is Yom Kippur.
“The LORD spoke again to Moses,
saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel, and
say to them, ‘The Lord’s appointed times
which you shall proclaim as holy
convocations — My appointed times are
these… And the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, “On exactly the tenth day of this
seventh month is the day of atonement;
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The Chassidic rabbis
acknowledge in this rite
that blood spilling is
required.
They are so close, but
so far from the Truth.
it shall be a holy convocation for you,
and you shall humble your souls and
present an offering by fire to the LORD.
Neither shall you do any work on this
same day, for it is a day of atonement, to
make atonement on your behalf before
the LORD your God. If there is any
person who will not humble himself on
this same day, he shall be cut off from his
people. As for any person who does any
work on this same day, that person I will
destroy from among his people. You
shall do no work at all. It is to be a
perpetual statute throughout your
generations in all your dwelling places. It
is to be a sabbath of complete rest to you,
and you shall humble your souls; on the
ninth of the month at evening, from
evening until evening you shall keep
your Sabbath” (Lev. 23:1-2, 27-32)
It is noteworthy to observe the use of
the phrase “appointed times” (Lev. 23:2)
Imagine if Kevin Rudd, Frank Lowy, or
the Queen sent you a note, and asked to
see you. And not only some time when
you have time, but on a particular day in
the calendar. What would you do? First,
you would consider the person — who is
that to me? What right does this person
have to command my attendance? Does
anyone have such a right? Then if you
wanted to meet that person, you would
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organise your diary and movements in
such a way as to allow yourself the
opportunity extended, to meet the
famous one.
I suppose that’s where some of the
confusion lies in titling these biblical
days as feasts. Feasts is the usual
understanding of these seven Jewish
holidays, but there’s nothing fete-like in
the observance of Yom Kippur. As you
read the text in Leviticus you can almost
hear a dirge being played, the sound of
ashes dusting off someone’s sackcloth
garment, children in hushed silence
awaiting a decree from a solitary unseen
voice in a cavernous medieval synagogue
or museum. We don’t eat that day. So
feast is a bit off for the translation; it is
better if we use the term appointment.
Our Bible section records the
mandate
for
observing
this
appointment among all the other
appointed days of the Lord. The
observance of Yom Kippur is the
highlight of the year, or at least the most
important day. Note the repetition in
verse 32 (“it shall be a Sabbath of
Sabbaths for you”). Repeating a word in
the Bible could make it translate to
“very” or supreme as in Holy of Holies
(Holiest of all), Shalom shalom (Isaiah
26:3 perfect peace) or Lord of Lords
(Supreme Lord of everyone who thinks
they are a lord).

W

hen Jews observe Yom Kippur,
inherent in the expression of
such faith in God and the God of
forgiveness is the idea of individual
responsibility. The Bible makes it clear
that we have both corporate and
individual actions to perform. Moses
tells the Jewish people that they all have
a part to play in the actions of the day.
We read more about this in Leviticus
chapters 16 and 17. There we see three
things required for atonement to be
secured. A sacrifice which spills blood
(16:6, 23, 17:11), a mediator to perform
the work and represent us to the

a t o n e m e n t
Almighty (16:1-3), and the transference
of sins in the laying on of hands
ceremony (16:21).
None of these are done in modern
days, although some similar attempts
are substituted, and I often ponder this.
If we want biblical realities, and
fulfillments of biblical prophecies, we
had better do what God said to do in the
Book. Otherwise the presumption to
change things is a mockery of
relationship with Him.

High Priest, and one of the line of the
priests and the cantor is not necessarily
one of those Aaronides.
And the mediator is supposed to
atone for his own sins with the bull and
then atone for the sins of the people
with the goats. None of this is done in
modern ceremonies.
The ceremony of the laying on of
hands by the priest, transferring the sins
of the Jewish people onto the head of
the live goat, and then the removal of

S

pilling blood is archaic. Modern
Jewish people don’t do that on Yom
Kippur or any time. We haven’t
sacrificed in the Temple since Jerusalem
was destroyed in 70 AD by Titus the
Roman emperor. Even so, the Jewish
people knew that blood had to be spilled
for forgiveness, so a few hundred years
ago a ceremony began to be employed
which is still in use in ultra-Orthodox
communities every year. Shlugging
kapores is the Yiddish phrase for this. In
the rite a rabbi slings a chicken over his
head and announces: “This is my
substitute, my vicarious offering, my
atonement. This chicken shall meet its
death, but I shall find a long and
pleasant life of peace.”
The substitute of the chicken for the
ancient bulls and goats might be easier,
but it’s hardly appropriate for biblical
compliance. What the Chassidic rabbis
continue to acknowledge when they
perform this rite is that blood spilling is
required. They are so close, but so far
from the Truth.
Some medical people have told me
that when a man fasts, he internally
bleeds, and thus some Jewish people see
this fasting from food as a compliance
with what the Bible requires in spilling
blood. But again, it falls short.
One of the moments of awe each year
in synagogue is when the cantor, the
leader of the service, literally bows all
the way to the ground. That never
happens any other day but only on Yom
Kippur. The cantor is functioning as the
mediator for the people. In his all white
kittel (robe) the scene is dramatic. He
asks God to forgive him and to forgive
the people of Israel. The priests come to
the bimah (the platform) and
pronounce the benediction (Num. 6:2425) over the congregation. But the
prohibitions of Leviticus 16:1-2 are not
remembered. It must be one particular
person on that particular day
approaching the Lord. The mediator is
not only a good singer – he must be the

This was an annually
renewable contract and
spoke loudly and visibly
of the problem of sin
and the effects of it.

the goat into the wilderness would have
been spectacular to see. None of that is
done today in synagogues anywhere. We
admit our sins in long confessionals, but
we do not identify with the goat which
was eventually sent out. The idea of
transference and identification are
missing in today’s Yom Kippur
observances.
The drama of the ceremony is typical
of what would come later. No chicken or
white robed cantor can substitute for the
power of watching the biblical scene.
The priests would perform the sacrifices
as required, even to the two-goat
activity. One is chosen for God, and dies;
the other is the (e)scape goat and is sent

away with the sins of the year on him.
This was an annually renewable contract
and spoke loudly and visibly of the
problem of sin and the effects of it, and
the required pathway back to God.
When we strip the scene of its reality, it’s
little wonder that so few Jewish people,
and so few others, ever ponder sin and
its effects.
If you asked Jewish people at the
conclusion of the all-day prayer meeting
if they felt forgiven, they would no
doubt wish for it, and hope for it, but
95% of the people would say, “No, I’m
not sure of being forgiven.” But if you
ask Jewish people who believe in Jesus
that same question, we would change
the wonder to the shout of praise.
Forgiven? Forgiven! How? By the blood
that speaks better than ancient
sacrifices, the blood of the Lamb of God.
Mediator? A priest who is from a better
line than the line of Levi, Jesus, the
mediator of the New Covenant. Laying
on of hands? Done when I identified
with the Saviour and received him for
myself. I have my sins erased by the one
who identified with us and with whom
we transfer our sins in exchange for his
life and forgiveness. Hallelujah, what a
Saviour!
Atonement is an ancient word with
modern significance and huge
implications for Jewish people and
Gentiles too. It’s a day to get right with
God. It’s a way to continue to live in His
presence, knowing the Mediator has
ushered in a new and living way for us,
by His death on the cross and His
extending His love and care to us today.
ap
Thanks be to God.
Bob Mendelsohn, a Jewish
believer in Jesus, is director of
Jews for Jesus, AustralAsia.
He lives with his wife and
daughter in Sydney.
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Penal – and more
Jesus took our sin, but His death wrought even more.

John McClean

M

el Gibson’s The Passion of
the Christ showed the horror of Jesus’ death — an
innocent man tortured
and, when bloodied and beaten, cruelly
executed. Read one of the gospel
accounts slowly and picture it in your
mind and you’ll see how awful the cross
was. Beyond the physical horror lies the
blasphemy that those who should have
worshipped him executed the author of
life and the prince of glory (Acts 3:15; 1
Cor. 2:8).
In those horrible events Christians
have found God’s grace expressed most.
It was the great demonstration of God’s
love (Rom. 5:2) as He did not spare His
own Son (Rom. 8:32) and the Son in His
love laid down His life for us (1 Jn 3:16).
Martin Luther challenged the whole of
Christendom with the “theology of the
cross”. He realised that he did not know
God from looking at the obviously glorious things, rather he saw God’s glory in
the ignominy of the cross. In the theses
for the Heidelberg Disputation he wrote
that “He deserves to be called a theologian … who comprehends the visible and
manifest things of God seen through suffering and the cross.” That is, the true
theologian sees grace and glory in the
horror of Jesus’ death.
In his commentary on Galatians
Luther wrote that “when He took the sins
of the whole world upon Himself, Christ
was no longer an innocent person. He
was a sinner burdened with the sins of a
Paul who was a blasphemer; burdened
with the sins of a Peter who denied
Christ; burdened with the sins of a David
who committed adultery and murder,
and gave the heathen occasion to laugh
at the Lord. In short, Christ was charged
with the sins of all men, that He should
pay for them with His own blood. The
curse struck Him.”
Luther expresses the “penal” view of
atonement. In this view Jesus died as a
substitute for His people and received
what they deserved. What they deserved
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For some Christians,
the horror lies in penal
substitution itself, as
much as it does in the
events of the crucifixion.
could be described as a just penalty for
sin, or God’s wrath, or God’s curse.
Whichever term is used, there is a similar
idea, that Jesus’ death saves us because
He suffers what should have been ours.
After Martin Luther, John Calvin
expressed this view even more precisely
in The Institutes of Christian Religion
(III.xvi.5): “The guilt that held us liable
for punishment has been transferred to
the head of the Son of God. We must,
above all, remember this substitution,
lest we tremble and remain anxious
throughout life — as if God’s righteous
vengeance, which the Son of God has
taken upon Himself, still hung over us.”

F

or some Christians, however, the
horror lies in penal substitution
itself, as much as it does in the events of
the crucifixion. For a number of reasons
many Christians and theologians are
wary of saying anything about Jesus’
death which might sound like “penal substitution”. For a long time the main criticism has been that the view is illogical or
unjust. How can an innocent man, a third
party, suffer for guilt of others? We
would not allow such a thing in our own
courts, so why would we imagine that
God, the just judge, would accept such an
arrangement.
A more recent criticism is that the doc-
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trine distorts our view of God. It presents
God as a mean and angry tyrant who has
to be placated and who delights in the suffering of Jesus and demands a violent
death for satisfaction. Critics point out
that we expect far more of ourselves and
we admire people who forgive without
revenge. Why would we think God to be
vengeful — and toward his own Son? If
we allow that God is like that, then we will
become like that as well. People suspect
that telling Jesus’ death as a story of violence and anger justifies a society locked
into a cycle of violence.
Your response to these criticism might
be that whatever we would like to think
about God and His ways, the Bible says
that Jesus’ death was a penal substitution
and so we have to say the same. However
the critics are not finished. They suggest
that the doctrine of penal substitution
misinterprets the Bible. They suggest
that the God of love cannot be said to be
a God of implacable wrath, and that salvation in the Bible is God’s victory for us,
not Him demanding a penalty.
They argue that the Bible uses a variety of ways to describe Jesus’ death and
the penal substitution suppresses all the
other metaphors for one about wrath
and punishment. They observe that
evangelicals seem to have an unhealthy
obsession about the horrible events of
the cross. “There is more to gospel than
that,” they say.
Not all critics use all these arguments
and not all are as strident. The infamous
comment that penal substitution is
“divine child abuse” is a very extreme
attack. Thoughtful criticisms are more
important. Our instinct may be to ignore
criticisms and keep on talking about the
cross the way we always have.
There are two reasons why we need to
do more than that. First, if penal substitution is a right and important way of
understanding Jesus’ death, then rejecting it will harm Christian faith. Second,
as we think about criticisms we develop a
better and deeper appreciation of Jesus
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death and our salvation.
It is important to admit that some of
the criticisms have a point. For instance,
Jesus’ death is presented in different
ways in the Bible. The cross is a wound
which heals us (1 Pet. 2:24), it is Christ’s
victory over the powers and authorities
(Col. 2:15), it is the debt paid to redeem
us from slavery (1 Cor. 6:20) and an
example for us to follow (1 Pet. 2:21-23).
The Bible paints the picture of Jesus’
death in many colours; we must not limit
ourselves to a monochrome palette.
However, penal substitution is an
important element in the Bible. When
Jesus’ death is described as a sacrifice
(Heb. 9:26, 10:12) or as bearing the curse
for sinners (Gal. 3:10-14) then the idea of
Jesus bearing a penalty as a substitute is
clear. 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 explains that
God has made Christ to be “sin”. There are
debates about exactly how to understand
this description, yet however you understand it, it implies some kind of substitution of the innocent for the sinful.
The New Testament also declares that
forgiveness is offered on the basis of
Jesus’ death (Heb. 9:22; 10:18, Eph. 1:7,
Col. 1:14) and this implies that Jesus’
death offers on our behalf something our
sin deserved. Even the idea of a ransom
or redemption price (Mark 10:45, Eph.
1:7; 1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 9:12,15) implies
that Jesus’ death is offered in our place.

T

hese few references and comments
are only a brief reminder that the
idea of substitution is important in the
New Testament. We need biblical scholars to keep showing the presence and
importance of this doctrine. This was a
task accomplished by Leon Morris
(1914-2006) the great Australian New
Testament scholar. His book The
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, first published in 1955, shows convincingly that
the New Testament presents Jesus’
death as achieving something in God’s
relation to us, not simply changing our
relation to God. In particular, he showed
that when the New Testament writers
use the word which the NIV translates as
“sacrifice of atonement” it means a sacrifice which turns away God’s anger. The
contemporary challenges to the idea of
penal substitution demand more scholarship like Morris’s.
Some of the points in the paragraph
above are taken from I. Howard
Marshall’s book Aspects of the Atonement
(Paternoster, 2008). Other books which
admirably present the biblical case for
penal substitution are the The Cross of

Christ (IVP, 1986) by John Stott; The
Glory of the Atonement (IVP, 2004) by
Charles Evan Hill, Roger R. Nicole and
Frank A. James and Pierced for Our
Transgressions (IVP, 2007) by Steve
Jeffery, Andrew Sach and Michael Ovey.
The criticisms of penal substitution
give a serious warning that there are
ways of talking about penal substitution
which dishonour God. If we make God
sound like a fuming tyrant who is only

Understanding that
the cross was planned
within the Triune God
does not remove its
horror, but does underline its splendour.

placated by the satisfaction of His blood
lust by the self-sacrifice of the heroic
Jesus — we give entirely the wrong picture. Even if we think of the cross as the
clever solution which God came up with
for the dilemma that our sin put Him in,
then we do not give a proper picture of
God’s glorious wisdom and grace. We
have to think carefully about how we

explain and illustrate the work of Christ
in his death.
There are three things that we need to
keep in mind as we try to understand the
atonement.

F

irst, we need to remember the point
from the earlier paragraph: God’s
word portrays Jesus’ death in a variety of
ways and we should appreciate all of
them. Second, we must avoid giving any
impression that God’s anger overwhelms
or threatens His love or that the Father’s
wrath requires that Son’s love. Instead
we have to emphasise that Jesus’ death
expresses the eternal love of the triune
God. The cross is God’s loving response to
our sin. The famous words of John 3:16
are that God’s love led Him to give His
Son for the sake of the world.
Martin Luther’s insight was to find
the grace of God is in the horror of the
cross — not the grace of the Son alone,
but of the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Reformed theology has spoken of a
covenant between the Father and Son (or
better between Father, Son, and Spirit)
which is the basis for Christ’s work.
The strength of this theological construction is that it emphasises that the
work of salvation starts in the Triune
love of God for His creation. There is no
final tension between God’s love and His
anger (no matter what tension they may
create in our thinking), nor is there a hint
of conflict between the Father and the
Son. Penal atonement is not based on the
suffering of an innocent third party. The
incarnate Christ is not a third party, but
is God the Son who is equally offended by
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sin and who willingly accepted the mission of incarnation and death in order to
redeem those His Father had given Him,
those who had been chosen in Him.
Understanding that the cross was
planned within the loving fellowship of
the Triune God does not remove its horror, but does underline its splendour.

the whole work of Christ it cannot be
seen as a celebration of violence and suffering (as the critics sometimes suspect).
In fact, rather than supporting violent
injustice, an understanding of substitutionary atonement supports real justice.
Hans Boersma, in his book Violence,

T

hird, we need to remember that
Jesus’ work of redemption includes
His whole history: His life, death, resurrection, ascension and return. The cross
saves us because it is the death of the
incarnate God, and the end of His life of
faithfulness to the Father. It saves us
because death did not defeat Jesus but He
rose again and has ascended to the
Father’s presence to rule and represent us.
The critics might say that evangelicals
talk about the cross too much. Since the
New Testament has so much to say about
Jesus’ death, that is not a criticism which
will hold much weight with us. However
our problem can be that we isolate Jesus’
death from the rest of His life. A verse
such as Romans 4:25 shows that even
justification is related to Jesus’ resurrection as well as to His death.
When Jesus’ death is presented as an
expression of the love of the Triune God
in response to human sin and as part of

Rather than supporting
violent injustice, an
understanding of substitutionary atonement
supports real justice.

Hospitality and the Cross (Baker, 2004)
argues that true justice can only be established when God is ready to act, and an
action against injustice always requires a
kind of violence, though that is not the
goal of God’s justice.
Similarly William Edgar in an interest-

PCA Ministries –
South Australia
We urgently need
help in South Australia

Did you know?
Mike Wharton (PresData Services) is
offering Australian PCA Churches
website and email hosting for
$135.00 (plus GST) per year?
1 Gig Storage
20 email accounts
unlimited redirects
2 Gig Bandwidth per month
24x7 FTP access
You can have your site hosted and
manage the site yourself using direct
FTP access. You create your site –
you control the site.
Website development is also
available... ask for a quote.
For more information contact:
Mike Wharton
Phone: (03) 9580 5940
Email: mwharton@pcvic.org.au
Website: presdata.com.au
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There’s an urgent need for Ministers, Home
Missionaries or other suitably qualified
people to come here and preach the Gospel
as well as care for the flock in this part of
God’s Kingdom. There is a particular need
in a large regional city with a diverse background and a projected growth to exceed
100,000 in the next 20 years.
Do you think you would meet the criteria?
Do you revel in the challenge of
proclaiming Christ?
Is a regional city your preferred choice of
locale?
If this is you then you may be the person
we’re looking for!
The person we envisage for this challenge
would need to meet the requirements of
PCA Ministries (copy available on request)
and would ideally have some form of additional income available as funds are limited.
We’re looking forward to hearing of your
interest in this challenge for the Kingdom.
Contact: Rev. Kevin Stow
jeanflynnpcsa@hotmail.com
or
Phone: (08) 8284 1719
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ing essay “Justification and Violence.
Reflections on Atonement and
Contemporary Apologetics” in Justified
In Christ: God’s plan for us in justification
(Mentor, 2007) argues that if we do not
recognise that God has provided the substitute for our injustice, then humans
will internalise the need for a substitute
and express it in treating other individuals or other groups as our scapegoat.
Boersma and Edgar argue that substitutionary atonement does not encourage
violence but challenges injustice and
human violence, and lays the foundation
for the reign of God’s peace in the kingdom.
The substitution of the incarnate Son
to bear the penalty due to those given to
Him by the Father is the great act of
grace. We have no need to be embarrassed about it. We need to think about it
carefully and present it in its proper context of God’s love. In that context, we
should believe it whole-heartedly and
proclaim it with passion. Our glorious
ap
hope lies in the horror of the cross.
John McClean lectures in
systematic theology and ethics
at the Presbyterian
Theological Centre, Sydney.

Pioneers Presbyterian Church
Cheltenham

Outreach Worker
Wanted
Cheltenham is an established congregation
(150 years) in a bayside suburb of Melbourne.
The congregation is a mix of old and young,
and is seeking to grow numerically as well as
spiritually. It has excellent facilities after
extensive renovations.
We are seeking someone to do the work of an
evangelist, to train and encourage others in
this, to build on the already existing contacts
and ministries as well as establishing and
conducting other means of outreach.
He will need be of reformed convictions, be a
capable communicator and organiser, be a
team player, be experienced with good
references and able to serve in a conservative
but developing context.
This is a positive opportunity for a ministry
worker, a new graduate, an experienced “lay”
person or someone who prefers collegiate
ministry. Ordained ministers are also
welcome to apply.
For further information please contact
the minister:
Rev. David A Brown
P.O. Box 2815 Cheltenham 3192
Ph. 03 9583 2785
Email: dar.brown5@gmail.com
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Justice and mercy
20 daily Bible studies in Hosea

O

f all the writing prophets, Hosea was the only
one to originate from the Northern Kingdom of
Israel, and the LORD God had commissioned
him to prophesy to his own people, following
on from Amos, who had come up as an unwelcome
“outsider” from the Southern Kingdom of Judah (cf Amos
7:10-13). His predecessor had warned about God’s coming
judgement, and now Hosea identified Assyria as the
instrument to be used. Jeroboam II (793-753 BC) ruled
Israel at a time of particular prosperity and, not surprisingly
therefore, spiritual apostasy. Although Hosea’s message is
directed at this situation, there is an implied warning to
their southern kinsmen as they sat under the various kings
listed in 1:1 awaiting Israel’s final destruction in 722 BC.
The lack of mention of the remaining six short reigns in the
tragic final days of the Northern Kingdon could mean that
Hosea’s ministry didn’t extend beyond Jeroboam – even
though his message remained relevant, especially to Judah
in the south.
As in all God’s dealings with His people, His message of
judgement is tempered by His expression of deep,
unchanging love and mercy – looking beyond the
outpouring of His wrath in the just punishment of sin to
future restoration in terms of His irrevocable covenant.
This is especially clear in Hosea (cf eg Chapter 11), and God
asks him to reinforce this powerful message by symbolising
it in his own marriage relationship!
Interestingly, the names of both Hosea and Isaiah come
from the Hebrew word to save, as does the name “Jesus”,
and these two among the Old Testament prophets have a
message that is clearly pointing to the truth that the only
way in which man may be reconciled to God, his Maker, is
through the atonement provided by Jesus, His Son – the
Cross is the only place “where heaven’s love and heaven’s
justice meet”.
Bruce Christian is a former
Moderator-General of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
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Faithful God.

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 1:1-2:1
THE POINT There will be severe and seemingly terminal
judgement ... but beyond that the hope of God’s covenant love
remains forever!
THE PARTICULARS
• When Gomer’s adultery began isn’t clear: but she came from
the root stock of spiritually “adulterous people”, Israel, who
flirted with other gods while betrothed to “the LORD”. So her
lifestyle served as a tangible symbol of the nation’s unfaithfulness (2).
• Hosea’s commitment to Gomer was whole-hearted, resulting
in the birth of a legitimate son, and unmitigated by what God
had foreshadowed to him regarding her unwarranted infidelity
(3).

HOSEA 2:2-13

THE POINT It would be interesting to know, in the history
of mankind, how many have been lured into an adulterous
relationship, and even a second or third, only to discover too
late, and to their great dismay, how much better it would have
been to remain with the spouse of their youth (cf Proverbs
5:15-20). The same applies in the spiritual realm. One of
God’s purposes for marriage was to be for us a physical symbol
of our relationship with Him: He is our “husband” (Isaiah
54:5); the Church is Christ’s “Bride” (Revelation 21:2, 9); and
apostasy is “adultery” (Ezekiel 23:37). He commissioned
Hosea to speak out in the strongest terms about Israel’s sin of

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 2:14-23
THE POINT This passage helps us to understand Paul’s
tough argument in Romans 9:22-26 where he quotes 1:10 and
2:23. It challenges us to face the tension between God’s kindness and His sternness (Romans 11:22) and sees His overwhelming mercy against the backdrop of His justified anger
against Man’s sin. We could never fully appreciate the depth
of His love in any other context.
THE PARTICULARS
• The valley of Achor (“troubled”) was where God had wiped
out Achan and all his inheritance because of his apostasy
(Joshua 7:24-26); this is what all Israel now deserved, yet her
gracious LORD will open up a door of hope and woo her back
(14-15)!

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 3:1-5
THE POINT Do you know someone who feels that their
rejection of God’s truth and His ways has been so thorough
and so protracted as to put them outside the reach of His
mercy? Do you feel like that about anyone you know? ... even
someone you have loved and who has abused/bruised you
emotionally and/or physically to an unforgivable extent?
Imagine how poor Hosea felt about Gomer’s promiscuous
affairs and flings ... and God asks him to love her again!
Reasonable? Possible? It’s what God is prepared to do for
unfaithful Israel; it’s what God is prepared to do for you and
me; (but, more than this, it’s even what He asks – no, commands – us to do for each other) (Colossians 3:13)!
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• “Jezreel” means “God will plant”, but it is also the city of
Jehu’s over-enthusiastic “cleansing” (2 Kings 10:11), and the
valley of Tiglath Pileser’s conquest in 733BC. The symbolism
of the son’s name relates to these latter (4-5), whereas the
mention again (in 11) symbolises God’s promised future
replanting of His people.
• The name given to Gomer’s other children would remind
Israel of God’s rejection of her, and that His continued
covenant dealing would be through Judah, the legitimate
Messianic line (6-9).
• In spite of all this, covenant mercy will finally prevail (8-2:1)!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In whom, and how, is this final promise fulfilled? (Eph.
2:11ff)

Unfaithful people.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y
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compromise with the surrounding culture of Baal worship,
using the sad and sorry circumstances of the prophet’s adulterous wife to show the hopelessness of their situation.

THE PARTICULARS
• Hosea had to warn Israel not to play fast and loose with the
gods of Canaan and presume upon God’s grace; their covenant
LORD would not be slow to bring judgement upon such sin.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• It is sad today to see professing Christians as “Type 3” soil in
the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:18-19), being seduced by the
things of this world and not heeding the stern warnings of this
passage (cf Hebrews 6:4-6). Are we “flirting” with our culture?

Tough love.
• Ironically “my master” is literally “my baal” (16-17), but
Israel’s forgiving God desires such a fully restored, loving, intimate relationship with them that they refer to Him as “my
husband”.
• This total restoration looks beyond any patch-up job with the
normal shelf-life of political expediencies. It is nothing short
of a new Creation, new hearts implanted; in fact, it is
Messianic, embracing all peoples in Christ, bringing out the
real meaning of the name of Hosea’s first son
(“Jezreel”=planting), and removing the awful “not” from the
names of the other two children (18-23).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you aligned with Paul in his argument in Romans 9:1426?

Gomer for a homer.
THE PARTICULARS
• Gomer’s lascivious philanderings had discounted her value to
half the price of a female slave (see Leviticus 27:4) – plus a bit
of barley – but Hosea was asked to love her again, “as the
LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods” (12).
• Israel’s “exile” would be “many days”, ending now “in the last
days” by their seeking their God again through His provision
of the Davidic Messiah, Jesus Christ. This is fulfilled wonderfully and graciously as they are incorporated into His Church
(3-5).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you praying earnestly for the salvation of the Jews?

b i b l e
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They break all bounds.

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 4:1-9
THE POINT Because in our society we have enjoyed the
blessings of God’s common grace for so long, it is easy to be
oblivious to both the breadth and the depth of the devastating
effects of the Fall. Adam’s rebellion (Genesis 3), and our identification with it in our innate sinful nature (cf Romans 5:12),
have brought the whole Creation under God’s condemnation
and subject to His wrath (cf Romans 1:18-32), so that without
God’s hand of mercy we would be seeing the same results of
divine Judgement today that Hosea saw in Israel – and perhaps we already are!
THE PARTICULARS
• By breaking the commandments continually Israel had ceased

to show any evidence of being God’s elect covenant people (12).
• Climate, animals and plants are all adversely affected by
Man’s sin (cf Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:20-22) (3).
• Israel suffering under God’s judgement must not play the
blame game – all are guilty (cf Isaiah 24:1-6; Jeremiah 6:10-15)
(4-9).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In what ways, and to what extent, is our society experiencing
the outcomes predicted by Hosea in these verses? Are we any
more likely to do anything about it nationally than Israel was?
What must we as Christians be doing to address this situation?

Reaping a whirlwind.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 4:10-19
THE POINT Israel/Ephraim had reached the point in their
apostasy where there is little hope for them apart from a drastic and disastrous intervention by God. The only hope for
them will be for Judah to take warning from God’s dealing
with them as they “reap a whirlwind” (cf 8:7), and for their salvation to come via Judah.
THE PARTICULARS
• The world’s pleasures can never satisfy (10; cf Jer. 2:13).
• Physical adultery and spiritual adultery often go hand in
hand; when we turn from God’s ways to worship the gods of
pleasure we open the gates wide to all kinds of unfaithfulness
(10-13).

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 5:1-15
THE POINT Although, because of the tribe’s dominance,
Ephraim became the name used interchangeably with Israel to
identify the alliance of the ten northern tribes, it is probably
being singled out here because of its particularly bad influence
on all the others – now even spilling over to Benjamin and
Judah in the south. The sin of idolatry had become so
endemic to the culture of the people that most of them were
not even aware of the problem! Sadly, it would require nothing short of a seemingly total rejection by their sovereign,
covenant LORD to bring them to their senses.
THE PARTICULARS
• Mizpah and Tabor were noted as places for catching game:

• It is easy to condemn women involved in prostitution – but it
is only because of men’s lusts that their trade continues (14)!
• Throughout Hosea’s prophecy, his condemnation of Israel’s
sin is intended to serve indirectly as a stern warning to Judah
(15).
• Beth Aven (House of Iniquity/Idols/Emptiness) is probably a
derogatory reference to the Beth-El (House of God); mocking
God by “taking His name in vain” is worse than neglecting
Him (15).
• A nation can become so insensitive to God’s gracious pleading that He can only reach it through natural disasters (16-19).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In what ways is our situation today similar to Israel’s here?

A ray of hope from deep darkness.
but now the leaders of Israel had become a snare for the people
(1)!
• While ever they persisted in their idolatry it was impossible
for Israel to find the way back to the true God; even their “religious rites” were counter-productive; there can’t be compromise (2-7).
• God’s Judgement on infidelity is thorough and just; the only
way out is sincere repentance and earnestly seeking Him (8-15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Considering the Christian Church as a whole in Australia, to
what extent have we become so absorbed by our surrounding
culture, with all its “religious” festivals/traditions/practices,
that we are unable to hear God’s prophetic voice in His Word?

Mercy and judgement.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 6:1-11a
THE POINT Hosea is declaring here a very important truth
about God’s character; it is the profound truth expressed in
Psalm 130:4 – “With you there is forgiveness, therefore you
are feared.” There are two mistakes we can make – we either
say: “With you there is no forgiveness, therefore you are
feared”; or we say: “With you there is forgiveness, therefore
you are not feared”. Hosea knew that God’s forgiveness was
real and generous, rooted in His covenant love; but he also
knew that this same God was serious about sin and accountability. Too many today have a false hope in heaven, assuming
that “a loving God would never send anyone to hell”. Israel
needed to take seriously the warnings and commands implied

in the words of God’s prophet.

THE PARTICULARS
• God will always forgive the truly repentant sinner (1-4).
• Jesus identified the religious leaders of His day, the descendants of Judah, with the same fickle attitudes and sinful
behaviour of Israel’s false prophets and wicked priests; sadly,
God’s people never seem to learn (5-10; cf Matthew 9:9-13;
12:3-8; 23:29-32).
• Firstly the Babylonian exile in 586 BC, and then the final fall
of Jerusalem in 70 AD, is Judah’s “appointed harvest” (11a).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does your life reflect the full truth of Psalm 130:4?
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DAY 9
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 6:11b-7:7
THE POINT Pyrexia is the medical term for fever. It derives
from the Greek word for “fire”. Hosea sees Israel as engulfed
in an epidemic of sinfulness that was burning everywhere like
an unquenchable fire, like the glowing red coals in a baker’s
oven, so established that they continue to keep themselves
alive spontaneously.
THE PARTICULARS
• It seems that the covenant LORD’s overtures of mercy
towards His people are always met by another outbreak of blatant sinful behaviour on their part; such is man’s heart (6:11b7:1; cf 11:2).
• They were counting on the “forgiveness” clause in the

DAY 1 0
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 7:8-16
THE POINT The situation in Hosea’s Israel is not unlike that
in the Church of Laodicea addressed in Revelation 3:14-22.
They both had a form of religion that gave lip-service to the
Lord but in essence, and therefore in practice, was man-centred, focussing on human philosophies, achievements and
resources instead of depending fully on God to protect and
provide – and all this in spite of His patient and gracious
pleadings and dealings! Jesus described it as being “lukewarm” (Revelation 3:16); Hosea as “half-baked” (8). The
Lord’s response in both cases is the same – rejection.
THE PARTICULARS
• The very worst feature of half-baked religion is a total lack of

DAY 1 1
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 8:1-14
THE POINT When Jereboam I led the original rebellion
against the Davidic dynasty leading to the formation of the
Northern Kingdom of Israel, his two fundamental sins were
the setting up of a calf-idol (as Aaron had done at Sinai;
Exodus 32 – cf verse 4 with 1 Kings 12:28), and the rejection
of Jerusalem as God’s only place designated for sacrifices and
the centre of the nation’s worship. Now, a century and a half
and nine kings later, his namesake is still doing exactly the
same things – with the same consequences!
THE PARTICULARS
• The “eagle” is a reference to the Assyrian king as he prepares
to be God’s unwitting instrument for the destruction of Israel
(1).

DAY 1 2
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 9:1-9
THE POINT Hosea now points out how short-lived the time
of blessing now being enjoyed by Israel would be. By “flirting”
with the gods of Assyria which they assumed were the source
of that powerful nation’s prosperity, they were incurring the
wrath of the one true God to whom belongs the rise and fall of
every nation.
THE PARTICULARS
• Prosperity and immorality often go together. Israel’s season
of ungodliness with its superficial benefits and enjoyments
would not last; their God could not share His throne with others (1-2).
• It might appear they could get away with compromised worship in their own land, but this would not be the case in exile

18
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Pyrexia epidemic.
LORD’s covenant promises, but neglecting the accountability
clauses (as do so many people in our own society – cf yesterday’s notes). Sin had become such a part of their lifestyle that
they weren’t even aware of its controlling influence (2; cf John
6:31-36).
• The biggest problem was that sin fever had infected the
whole body in Israel from the king downwards, and the whole
nation was running a temperature (3-7).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Think laterally about the sort of attitudes/activities that
shape our culture. How much has our whole society become
infected? Could Hosea’s imagery of self-perpetuating fire be
used of us?

Half-baked religion.
awareness on the part of the practitioner of the seriousness of
his condition and the pending judgement he is under (8-9).
• Israel’s greatest problem was a failure to seek the LORD, and
a looking to other nations for help instead. Such a strategy
leads inevitably to uncertainty, fickleness and duplicity (8-11).
• The ultimate outcome of disobedience is humiliation (12-16).
• Nevertheless, God continues to plead with His people (13c,
15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you think many today are crying out for “divine” help, but
in their ignorance are not crying out to the one true God (see
14)?

God in the image of man.
• As for many people today, the “our” in Israel’s cry, “O our
God” (2), really refers to the concept of a “god” on their terms,
a “god” they feel comfortable with, rather than the God who
revealed Himself clearly in His written Word (cf 12), and now
in Jesus.
• Idolatry is the crude outward expression of this rebellion (36).
• God’s punishment at the hands of aliens was inevitable (714).
• Using a clever Hebrew pun Hosea shows how easy it is to
turn something God intended for holiness into an unholy
thing (11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can one be a Christian but refuse to sit under God’s Word?

The days of reckoning.
when all the familiar rituals would be removed and everything
would be as ceremonially unclean as dead bodies (3-5; cf
Numbers 5:2).
• Assyria will be the instrument of God’s punishment; some
may escape to Egypt (or this may be a poetic reference to their
return to “slavery” in Assyria) but there will be no real escape
(6-7a).
• With apostasy comes the open ridicule and rejection of God’s
true message and its bearer, even from within the Church (7b9).
• “Gibeah” (9) refers to the awful, sickening episode in Judges
19.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does the Church today compromise too much with the world?

b i b l e
DAY 1 3
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 9:10-10:2
THE POINT Man’s persistent love for sin inevitably repulses
God’s grace.
THE PARTICULARS
• God truly delighted in the fruitful honeymoon with His
“Bride” in the desert, as in the early days of the Patriarchs; but
the odious “affair” at Baal Peor (Num. 25) became the pattern
of all the later spiritual promiscuity that utterly defiled them
(10).
• The ultimate sign of their rejection by God will be their
shameful national infertility and high rates of infant mortality
(cf Ps. 127:3). Once enjoying the same prosperity as Tyre, they
will now suffer absolute disgrace at the LORD’s hand (11-16).

DAY 1 4
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 10:3-15
THE POINT The long story of God’s dealings with Israel, and
of their utter failure, and even inability, to respond with any
degree of spiritual understanding, leaves us in no doubt about
Man’s need, not of better laws and leaders, but of a Saviour –
and a new heart!
THE PARTICULARS
• Hosea saw how necessary it was for God to send His true
King, the Messiah, Jesus. Earthly kings were ineffective on 2
counts: they could only ever be a representative of, never a
replacement for, the LORD Himself; and, because they were
only human, they were powerless in themselves to do anything
anyway (3).
• Moreover, human wisdom seeks only human solutions to

DAY 1 5
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 11:1-11
THE POINT God’s patient persistence in the rescue of His
people from Egypt in spite of their continued grumbling,
ingratitude and apathy was proof of the depth of His love and
of His commitment. It is spelt out clearly in Jesus’ parable of
the Prodigal Son (specially relevant here in the light of Israel’s
prosperity-driven apostasy, Luke 15:11-31). These verses epitomise Hosea’s overall theme.
THE PARTICULARS
• Matthew (2:15) saw in verse 1 a reference to the return of the
infant Jesus to Nazareth after fleeing to Egypt to escape
Herod.
• Man’s wilful rebellion against his Maker is succinctly stated
in the words, “... the more I called ... the further they went ...”

DAY 1 6
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 11:12-12:6
THE POINT Hosea continues to present the strong case
against the Northern Kingdom of Israel (Ephraim) while taking the opportunity to use the threat of its impending demise
as a warning against the Southern Kingdom of Judah. He
does this by reminding them both of their common ancestry
in Jacob, and of the amazing work of sovereign grace the
LORD had done in his life.
THE PARTICULARS
• English versions differ as to whether verse 12 puts Judah
into a negative (NIV, NASB) or positive (KJV, NKJV, ASV, RSV)
light. In either case, a strong warning is given to Judah in
what follows.

s t u d y
As vile as the thing they loved.
• Hosea – desperately, lovingly – longed to intercede on Israel’s
behalf but, sadly, found he had no basis on which to do so (14).
• The particular details of what happened at Gilgal aren’t given,
but it seems from 4:15 and 12:11 that it had come to epitomise
the extent of Israel’s compromise with Baal worship (15).
• God’s final rejection came only after dogged disobedience
(17).
• Material prosperity never seems to result in spiritual maturity; the deceitfulness of man’s heart always has the opposite
effect (cf Jeremiah 17:9), thus, sadly, incurring God’s wrath
(10:1-2).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are your affections drawn to anything God finds offensive?

Bandaid solutions?.
what, in essence, are really spiritual problems. Human solutions, of necessity, involve weak, fallen, sinful agents in their
execution; they always involve “gods” fashioned in Man’s
image, to suit Man’s self-serving agenda; and eventually they
will fail (4-7).
• God’s Judgement on such thinking will surely come; and as
the just treatment of what these wilful acts deserve (8-11, 1315).
• Always the opportunity is presented to God’s people to
change their ways and so to reap an abundant promised blessing (12).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What urgent lessons must the Church today learn from all
this?

How deep the Father’s love for us.
(2).
• It is part of our fallen nature that we remain ignorant of
God’s gracious work in our lives to protect and provide for us
(3-4).
• Israel’s covenant-keeping God is just, so He cannot withhold
His judgement if they persist in refusing to turn from sin (57)...
• ... but He is also a loving, gracious, covenant-keeping God, so
He cannot hold back His essential compassion and just treat
them like the cities destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah (811).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How does sending Jesus to die solve this “dilemma” in which
God finds Himself? Why is Jesus the only possible solution?

Wait for your God always.
• Sadly, Israel’s primary focus was on earthly things: material
prosperity, strategic political alliances, “gods” fashioned to suit
man’s appetites. Such thinking/behaviour inevitably leads to
an unsustainable relationship with God (1; cf Matthew 6:24).
• Characteristics being demonstrated by Judah (and Israel) are
ones they inherited from Jacob, especially the underhand pursuit of material blessing . But there was a big difference: Jacob
kept the fear of Almighty God, his covenant LORD, at the centre of all he did – and did all things with a contrite, repentant
heart (2-6).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What do we learn from Psalms 24 and 46 about the God of
Jacob?
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DAY 1 7
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 12:7-14
THE POINT A significant difference between Jacob, and his
descendants to whom Hosea was sent more than a millennium
later, is that the patriarch both listened to God’s voice and
obeyed it. It is not as if Hosea’s message was some new revelation from God – many, many earlier prophets had been saying
the same thing, and God had been backing up their message
with powerful actions. God will surely bring terrible judgement on Ephraim for their failure to listen or respond; and,
sadly, this also serves as a warning to all the later descendants
of Jacob who, in spite of the even more powerful message and
signs of Jesus (cf Hebrews 1:1-3), persist in wilful disobedience to them (cf Hebrews 2:1-4).

DAY 1 8
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 13:1-8
THE POINT God’s covenant nation, Israel, serves as a picture
of the Church in every age, and, sadly, of our own personal
thickheadedness.
THE PARTICULARS
• Baal was worshipped in Canaan as a god of fertility. Ephraim
(Israel) mistakenly attributed their prosperity to Baal, and this
was their downfall. When the true God is not acknowledged
and obeyed, disaster is inevitable. “How the mighty have fallen”
was David’s sad cry at Saul’s final demise (1; 2 Sam. 1:19).
• The more clever and successful Man becomes the more he
rejects, and even opposes, God’s ways and fashions his own
ideologies in the cause of his self-satisfying agenda; each year

DAY 1 9
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 13:9-16
THE POINT As Hosea draws to the close of his prophecy he
feels the built up wrath of God against the obstinate refusal of
Israel to listen and respond to God’s patient and gracious
pleadings with them.
THE PARTICULARS
• All the rebellion of Mankind flies in the face of God’s common grace, “biting the hand that feeds them”; but the rebellion
of His covenant people flies in the face of His special grace
and, if continued, can only result in their being finally
destroyed (9).
• We can bargain with God, making vows in return for favours,
but our sinful nature always lets us down. The requested

DAY 2 0
THE PASSAGE
HOSEA 14:1-9
THE POINT Hosea’s closing words urge Israel to turn back to
God and live.
THE PARTICULARS
• “Repent” in English literally means “think again”, and the
Greek equivalent means “change of mind”; but the Hebrew
concept of repentance is literally “turning round and going the
other way”. It is much more real and less open to hypocrisy (cf
Luke 3:7-14); it is actually translated “return” here (1, 2), with
the added command to “take words with you” (2) – ie don’t
just think about it but do something and say something; confess, and prove the sincerity of your confession. The covenant
LORD is prepared to forgive and restore in response to such
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Without excuse.
THE PARTICULARS
• Wealth is a powerful and subtle deceiver: we are able to justify to ourselves the most dishonest means of acquiring it, and
then boast that it isn’t adversely affecting our spiritual life (78, 11)!
• Jacob at least acted honestly in response to all God’s calls
upon him (12); but his descendants failed to do so. Just as
their God had been the master of their destiny in the past (9a,
13), and had clearly spoken to them in all this (10, 13), so, having spoken again through Hosea, he would determine their
future (9b, 14).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How is the Church today in danger of repeating these mistakes?

When will they ever learn?.
in Australia we make 100,000 human sacrifices (abortions). In
the end we are left feeling empty with unfulfilled hopes and
dreams (2-3).
• The 1st Commandment stands firm; and as the God who
gave it is the God who gave His Son, there can only be one
Saviour (4).
• God loves us and desires to bless us; when He does we
become arrogant, self-sufficient, and self-serving; this incurs
His anger and the judgement that must follow; this leads us to
repentance, ... so He loves us and desires to bless us ... a vicious
circle (5-8).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What does Israel’s history teach us about the nature of sin?

Destruction....
kings, intended to be Israel’s salvation, became her downfall;
because of sin, her hope for spiritual fertility comes to nothing
(10-13)!
• The sovereign LORD has it within His power to gain full victory over death and the grave, and this He will finally do
through the death and resurrection of His only beloved Son (cf
Is. 25:8; 1 Cor. 15:55-57); but for the time being He can show no
compassion, and the nation must “die” as a nation because of its
prosperity, pride and arrogance. Even an attempt at “new birth”
at this stage would result in the “child” being still-born (cf 13),
or suffering the vicious brutality of an “abortion” (14-16).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Could we be under God’s judgement as a nation today?

...and Restoration.
honest contrition (1-2).
• True repentance acknowledges God as the only source of
hope and salvation and turns to Him for mercy in absolute
trust (3).
• In spite of His righteous anger against Man’s sin, especially
sin committed by His covenant people, God’s real longing is to
love His Church, to forgive her rebellion and worldliness, and
to bless her with protection, prosperity, favour and joy (4-8).
• God’s way is always best; to acknowledge this is true wisdom
and fulfilment, to reject it leads to frustration and confusion
(9).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you truly repent, turn to God, and seek His way alone?
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news
Lesbian bishop confirmed

T
he Anglican Communion will for
the first time have a female bishop who
is openly in a same-sex relationship. The
Episcopal Church in the USA has confirmed the appointment of Mary
Glasspool as suffragan bishop in the
Diocese of Los Angeles.
While Glasspool was elected by her
own diocese in December, her appointment required consent from the US
Episcopal Church as a whole. She will be
consecrated on 15 May, along with
another suffragan bishop, Diane
Jardine Bruce.
During her election, Glasspool maintained that her sexuality was “not an
issue”. She will be the second bishop in
the Anglican Communion to be openly
in a same-sex relationship, following the
appointment of Gene Robinson as
Bishop of New Hampshire in 2003. That
appointment led to virtual schism
between conservatives and liberals in
the 80-million member church.

Christ depicted smoking

A

picture of Jesus Christ holding a cigarette in one hand and a beer can in
another included in a book for primary
classes has triggered a row in India’s
Meghalaya State and its government is
now contemplating legal action against
the New Delhi-based publisher.
According to Indo Asian News Service
(IANS), the objectionable picture of
Jesus Christ found in the cursive writing
exercise copies at a private school in the
state capital of Shillong was brought to
the notice of the church by some
guardians.
“We are shocked and hurt by this act
where Jesus Christ has been portrayed
in a highly objectionable manner...we
condemn the total lack of respect for
religions by the publisher,” Dominic
Jala, the Archbishop of Shillong, told
IANS.
Assist

Slave burnt alive

A
Christian girl from the eastern
Pakistani city of Sheikhupura was
enslaved by a Muslim police officer and

burned alive. “The girl had been
enslaved by a woman, Sama, a “dealer”
of youth sold as prostitutes or slaves to
wealthy Muslim families,” according to
Fides, the news agency of the
Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. “Once she convinced Kiran’s mother (with false
promises and illusions) to take her,
Kiran was forced to file a complaint
against her own parents (for non-existent violence), threatening that otherwise they would be killed.”

Orissa trip controversial

A

delegation from the European
Union concluded a “fruitful” trip to
India’s violence-torn Orissa state in
February amid a swirl of protests by
Hindu nationalist groups and cries of
injustice by Christians. Archbishop
Raphael Cheenath said that despite
the claims of the state and district
administrations, life for the Christian
victims of violence in August-September
2008 remains far from normal: thousands still live in makeshift shanties
along roadsides and in forests, he said,
and local officials and police harass them
daily.
Meanwhile the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) and other Hindu nationalist organisations said the EU delegation had no business in the state’s internal matters.

Church can sing

F
or the second time in as many
months, a London borough council
served a noise abatement notice against
a church perceived to be singing too
loudly. According to the Christian
Legal Centre, in May 2009, Waltham
Forest Borough Council issued
Immanuel International Christian
Ministries with a “noise abatement
notice” ordering them to worship “more
quietly” — or be prosecuted. In
February, the church won an amendment to let it worship without a constant fear of being fined and prosecuted
on a very subjective basis.
CLC said the church, which was built
in 1894, had complaints from just one
neighbour, a Muslim, and spent
$A17,000 on reducing the sound.
Assist

Evangelists tricked

T

wo Christian evangelists in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, have been arrested
after Muslims invited them to debate
religion but instead called in security
agents who charged the evangelists with
illegal preaching.
Anglicans Eleutery Kobelo and
Cecil Simbaulanga told Compass Direct
that Christian and Muslim groups
organised the inter-faith debate that
was planned for a neutral venue in

Presbyterian Theological Centre –
Sydney

Get to know the Classics 2010
7:30pm Monday nights
On a Monday night once a month Get to know the Classics offers an
introduction to a great piece of Christian writing and the chance to discuss the work and its implications. There is no need to be a scholar or
a theology student to attend. Get to know the classics will offer an introduction to each work and conversation about it.
12th April
3rd May
7th June
12th July
2nd Aug
6th Sept
4th Oct
1st Nov

John Owen, Death of Death – Noel Weeks
John Bunyan, Pilgrims Progress – Kamal Weerakoon
Thomas Watson, Body of Divinity – John McClean
John Wesley, Journals – John Davies
William Wilberforce, A Practical View – Peter Moore
John Newton, Letters – Peter Barnes
Charles Spurgeon, Lectures to My Students – tbc
Abraham Kuyper, Lectures on Calvinism – Murray Smith

No charge
Enquires – John McClean 9744 1977 or jmcclean@ptcsydney.org
77 Shaftesbury Rd, Burwood, NSW
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October. Kobelo said no Muslims
showed up at the debate until Islamists
arrived with government security
agents who charged them with “using
religious sermons to incite Muslims and
Christians into viewing each other with
suspicion”.

Scholar refutes terrorism

‘V

iolence is violence. It has no place
in Islamic teaching,” says a leading
Muslim scholar in a fatwa, an extended
religiously-based argument, directed at
those who justify hatred and terror in
the name of faith.
Muhammad Tahir Ul-Qadri’s 600page analysis is “arguably the most comprehensive theological refutation of
Islamist terrorism to date,” according to
the Quilliam Foundation, the
London-based counter-terrorism think
tank.
“Terrorism is terrorism,” Ul-Qadri,
founder of Minhaj-ul-Quran, an organisation claiming hundreds of thousands
of followers in South Asia and the
United Kingdom, declared.
Muhammad Tahir ul-Qadri is
regarded as a mainstream Muslim
scholar who is a “widely recognised and
respected authority on Islamic jurisprudence.”
Ekklesia

25 years for unclean hands

Pogrom against Copts

A
Christian couple has been sentenced A mob of enraged Muslims attacked
to 25 years’ jail for defiling the Koran, a Coptic Christian community in a
after they were accused of touching a
copy with unwashed hands.
According to the Centre for Legal
Aid, Assistance and Settlement, a
blasphemy case was registered against
Ruqqiya Bibi and her husband Munir
Masih in December 2008 under 295-B
of Pakistan Penal Code (an offence that
carries life imprisonment, if convicted).
Assist

Sacked elders in court

A
judge has been been asked to settle
a Pennsylvania church’s dispute over the
removal of two elders because one was
allegedly quarrelsome and the other didn’t speak in tongues.
Pastor Roy Aiken Jr sued in January
to enforce a November vote ousting the
men from the Christian Fellowship
Centre of Greensburg’s board of directors. Since then, the pastor and the
ousted elders have formed separate
boards vying for control of the church.
Westmoreland County Judge
Anthony Marsili has ordered the
church to be governed by the board that
existed before the ouster.
One News Now

coastal town in northern Egypt last
weekend, wreaking havoc for hours
and injuring 24 Copts before security
forces contained them. The violence
erupted on March 12 after the sheikh
of a neighborhood mosque incited
Muslims over a loudspeaker, proclaiming jihad against Christians in Marsa
Matrouh.
The angry crowd hurled rocks at the
district church, Christians and their
properties, looted homes and set fires
that evening. The mob was reportedly
infuriated over the building of a wall
around newly-bought land adjacent to
the Reefiya Church building. The building also houses a clinic and community
centre.

Attacked Christians arrested

A

fter an attack this week by 150
armed Muslims on a Christian colony in
Sindh Province, police have filed a false
First Information Report against 40
unnamed Christians and arrested five,
Christian leaders said.
They said the 40 unnamed Christians
in the FIR are accused without basis
with beating Muslim men, abusing
Muslim women and girls, ransacking
Muslim homes and looting expensive
items from Muslim homes. The false
FIR is designed only to harass the
Christian community, they said, adding
that the five arrested Christians were
visitors to the area – the only ones on
the street available for police to summarily round up as they were unaware
of the report.
Some 150 armed Muslims assaulted
the Christian colony, damaging two
churches, shooting at houses, beating
Christians and burning shops and vehicles after a fruit stand vendor attacked a
Christian boy for touching his merchandise.
Compass Direct

Orphanage closed

A
n orphanage in Ain Leuh, Morocco,
has been ordered to close by government
authorities.
International Christian Concern
says the 20 expatriates who run the
Voice of Hope orphanage were told
they must leave the country within three
days. The reason given by officials is that

22

australian presbyterian April 2010

n e w s
the staff has been proselytizing the children to Christianity. In a media release,
ICC says Voice of Hope orphanage has
been operating for 10 years, taking in
children abandoned by their parents and
society.
The release says: “Thirty-three children lived there, some since its founding
in 2000. Without Voice of Hope (VoH),
the future for these children is grim: life
on the streets or one of the government
‘mega’ orphanages.”
ICC says the closure came without
warning. It is the latest in recent similar
actions by the Moroccan government.
On February 4, authorities raided a
Christian meeting in Asmis, arresting 18
and deporting the lone foreigner. Since
then five other foreign Christian workers have been expelled.

Iranian pastor tortured

A

n Assyrian pastor the Iranian government had accused of “converting
Muslims” is being tortured in prison and
threatened with execution, sources close
to the case said.
The Compass Direct story said that
State Security agents arrested Rev.
Wilson Issavi, 65, in February shortly
after he finished a house meeting at a
friend’s home in Isfahan, 208 miles
(335 kilometers) south of Tehran.
According to Farsi Christian News
Network, Issavi’s wife, Medline
Nazanin, recently visited her husband
in prison, where she saw that he had
obvious signs of torture. Iranian intelligence officials told Nazanin that her
husband might be executed for his
alleged activities.
“Issavi is the pastor of the
Evangelical Church of Kermanshah
in Isfahan, a 50-year-old church body
affiliated with the Assemblies of God
that caters to the local Assyrian population,” Compass reported.

Indonesians halt church

H
undreds of Muslims from outside
the area where a 600-member church
meets in West Java staged a protest
there to call for its closure this month in
an attempt to portray local opposition.
Demonstrators from 16 Islamic organisations, including the hard-line Islamic
Defenders Front, gathered on
February 15 to demand a stop to all
activities by the Galilea Protestant
Church.

agenda
Digital world

‘T
he last 15 years have changed our
world for ever,” claims Tony
Whittaker, co-ordinator of Internet
Evangelism Day. “Digital media are
transforming the way we communicate,
behave and even think. If Facebook was
a country, it would have the fourth
largest population in the world.”
Internet Evangelism Day is a strategic
resource to help the worldwide church
understand these issues and use the Web
to share the good news. It is both a yearround online guide and an annual focus
day – to be held this year on Sunday 25
April.
Churches are encouraged to use
Internet Evangelism Day resources to
create a presentation for their members
on or near that Sunday (or at any other
time they choose).
The 2010 focus day will be the sixth
to be used by churches around the world
since the initiative’s launch in 2005.
Over this period, digital media have
developed dramatically, with the advent
of YouTube, Facebook and Twitter,
and the growing use of mobile phones to
access online services. The outreach
opportunities have multiplied too.
IE Day’s website is also a one-stop
resource covering many subjects, including how to build a church website that is
outsider friendly, using Twitter in evangelism, and blogging. Perhaps surprisingly, you do not need to be technical to
share your faith online. And you can volunteer to be an email mentor to inquirers with several large online outreach
ministries.
Internet Evangelism Day is an initiative of the Internet Evangelism
Coalition, based at the Billy Graham
Centre, Wheaton.

a million people each day gathered
across from the National Palace.
The leader said, “In unity and humility we cried out to God. One can truly
assert that God has visited Haiti during
these three days and has poured His
shower of blessing and forgiveness over
our nation”. Haiti was devastated by an
earthquake on January 12.
According to RMI, more than 3000
people gave their lives to Jesus during
this time, including 120 Voodoo priests.
The Christian leader told RMI, “We
closed the three days with seven tours
around the National Palace (like
Jericho). It took us four hours to make it
because of the density of the crowd.”
Another national Christian leader
told RMI that a “wind of revival” has
swept the whole country. One church in
Port-au-Prince reported more than 2000
conversions. The pastor said that there
are so many he doesn’t know what to do
with them.
RMI said the president’s cancellation
of Mardi Gras was historic. The organisation wrote that celebrations in Portau-Prince are internationally attended,
and have become the largest parties of
the entire year. The festival is known for
its loud partying interspersed with
Voodoo ceremonies. Preparations were
well under way when the earthquake hit.
Assist

Rapture relief
By Michael Ireland

U
p to 40 million Americans expect the
Second Coming in their lifetimes, followed by the Rapture, says an article in
BusinessWeek. Reporter Mike Di Paola
says: “In this event, they say, the righteous will be spirited away to a better
place while the godless remain on Earth.
But what will become of all the pets?”

Haiti drops Mardi Gras
By Jeremy Reynalds

F
or the first time in Haitian history
the country’s president cancelled Haiti’s
Mardi Gras and replaced the festival
with three days of prayer and fasting,
according to a news release from
Reciprocal Ministries International
(RMI).
A national Christian leader told RMI
that from February 12 to 14 more than
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Di Paola quotes Bart Centre, 61, a
retired retail executive in New
Hampshire, who says many people are
troubled by this question, and Centre
wants to help. He started a service called
Eternal Earth-Bound Pets that
promises to rescue and care for animals
left behind by the saved.
Promoted on the Internet as “the
next best thing to pet salvation in a Post
Rapture World,” Paola says the service
has attracted more than 100 clients, who
pay $110 for a 10-year contract ($15 for
each additional pet).
If the Rapture happens in that time,
the pets left behind will have homes –
with atheists. Centre has set up a
national network of godless humans to
carry out the mission. “If you love your
pets, I can’t understand how you could
not consider this,” he says.
Di Paola says Centre came up with the
idea while working on his book, The
Atheist Camel Chronicles, written under
the pseudonym Dromedary Hump. In it,
Centre says many unkind things about
the devout and confesses that “I’m trying to figure out how to cash in on this
hysteria to supplement my income”.
Di Paola says that whatever motivates
Centre, he has tapped into a source of
genuine unease. Todd Strandberg, who
founded a biblical prophecy site called
www.raptureready.com that draws
250,000 visitors a month, agrees that
Fido and Mittens are doomed.
“Pets don’t have souls, so they’ll
remain on Earth. I don’t see how they
can be taken with you,” Strandberg says.
“A lot of persons are concerned about
their pets, but I don’t know if they
should necessarily trust atheists to take
care of them.”
Assist

Atrocities in Nigeria
By Elizabeth Kendal

O
nce again Christian residents of
the Nigerian town of Jos have been

slaughtered in the night. At around
2am on Wednesday March 17, Fulani
Muslims armed mostly with knives
and machetes crept into Biye and
Batam villages under cover of darkness. In an attack that bears striking
resemblance to the March 7 massacre
centred on Dogon-Nahawa in which as
many as 500 died, the Fulani torched
homes, fired gunshots into the air and
then hacked the predominantly
Christian ethnic Berom to death as
they fled.
This latest attack has two very disturbing elements: reports of attackers in
Nigerian army fatigues, and reports that
some of the victims had their tongues
cut out.
There are many reasons to suspect
that some of the military personnel
posted to secure Jos South and enforce
the curfew have actually been complicit
in both massacres.
The commander of 3 Armoured
Division, Major-General Sale Maina,
disputes the claims of the villagers that
soldiers were involved in the attacks. We
can only hope that he is right, because if
the Nigerian army splits along partisan
lines, then Nigeria will be in serious
trouble indeed.
Why would killers cut out and take
the tongues of their victims? If they
butchered their victims before killing
them, then it was torture. Even if it
happened after death, which seems
most likely, it still represents extreme
hatred. The fact that the mouth was
targeted indicates that it is the profession/speech/testimony of the victims
that is most intensely despised.
Of course the removal and collection
of victims’ tongues can have one other
purpose: that is for use as juju — occult
charms. If this is the case then it indicates some of the killers are practising
both Islam and pre-Islamic African
occultism. The mixing of ethnic-religious hatred and the Qur’anic/Islamic
mandate to dominate combined with

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church • 621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: John Stasse
Phone: (03) 9931 1546
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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occultic power/influence can only herald
more horror ahead for the Christians of
Jos South.
World Evangelical Alliance

Gay marriage boost

I

n a dramatic development, the British
House of Lords has voted to allow the
use of religious premises and religious
language in same-sex partnerships. Last
month, peers voted 95-21 in favour of
the proposal despite opposition from
the government and several Church of
England bishops.
British law on same-sex civil partnerships prohibits religious elements.
Campaigners point out that this means
that whereas a mixed-sex couple can
choose between a civil or religious wedding, a same-sex couple are denied this
choice.
The proposal, which takes the form of
an amendment to the Equality Bill, was
put forward by Waheed Alli, who is a
gay Muslim and a Labour peer. The government have agreed to work with Alli to
redraft the amendment, ensuring that
the principle is incorporated into the
Bill.
The Bishop of Bradford, David
James, spoke and voted against the
amendment, saying that it confused
civil partnership with marriage. The
former Bishop of Oxford, Richard
Harries, who is now a life peer, spoke
and voted in favour of the the amendment.
The result provoked a jubilant reaction from campaigners and members of
religious groups wishing to celebrate
same-sex partnerships.
Three religious communities – the
Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers), Liberal Judaism and the
General Assembly of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches – have said
that they wish to hold legally recognised
same-sex partnerships.
Ekklesia

s o c i e t y

God’s spin doctors
Spin has an ancient and honourable lineage.

Jonathan Bartley

I

f the Bible’s accounts are to be
believed, God had spin doctors
too. In the Hebrew Scriptures, it
was the prophets who were
charged with delivering the messages of
the Almighty. Often resorting to visual
displays and stunts, their interventions
were also highly political.
Their example highlights that the
biggest spin happens around agendas,
rather than simple distortion of the
facts and figures employed to support a
particular position. Their interventions
often involved changing the very terms
of debate, refusing to accept the agenda
on which political life was constructed –
which usually involved furthering the
interests of the rich and powerful.
Samuel warned against the centralisation of power which would turn the
tribal confederacy into a monarchy, as
well as the resulting militarism.
Jeremiah and Isaiah singled out the
social and economic injustices which
were hitting the poorest. In contemporary terms, they displayed a remarkable
ability to stay on message. They subverted the political perspectives of their
day, speaking instead for the interests of
the powerless. In an age when empirical
data were lacking, they brought with
them a different set of priorities, and
asked a different set of questions.
It is within this tradition that Jesus
Christ also falls. When, for example, he
was asked a question about taxation, he
didn’t accept the framework around
which the debate was constructed either.
The political landscape on the issue
was shaped by two political groups of the
time. There were those in bed with the
Romans, believing it was acceptable to
pay taxes to Caesar. Others of a more
revolutionary bent believed it would be
collaboration. But when asked whether
people should cough up for the occupying power, Jesus didn’t give a “yes” or
“no” answer that we might demand from
politicians on Newsnight today.
Using a visual aid, like many prophets

To see spin as something
which is just about
manipulation of data,
lying, malicious deceit,
and stretching a point,
is too narrow a view.
before him, he held up a coin and asked
whose head was on it. It was, of course,
Caesar’s. “Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s”, he
said.
The story itself has been spun by
many down the centuries (who have
often been allied with Governments) as
an endorsement for the payment of
taxes. To the people of Jesus’ day however, his response would have reframed
the debate, highlighting deeper questions about allegiance and authority,
and in whose interests the question was
being asked.

which champions convictions. Neither
was, for example, operating from an
alternative model of restorative justice
which sees reconciliation between victim and offender a priority.
We should not draw too hard a line
between fact and value. Spin involves
the assumptions that underpin a debate,
and the way agendas are cast.
Countering spin – or indeed using one’s
own spin – can be about pointing to new
and alternative perspectives. It is not
just that we all do it. There is great value
in it too.
Let he who is without spin cast the
ap
first stone.
This article first appeared in The Guardian’s
Comment Is Free. Jonathan Bartley is codirector of British Christian think tank
Ekklesia.

T

o see spin as something which is
just about manipulation of data,
lying, malicious deceit, and stretching a
point, is too narrow a view and limits
truth to something purely propositional.
In the recent debate in Britain about
crime figures for example, the Tories
may have manipulated data. But both
sides were spinning. This was not just
because figures were being presented in
a certain way, but because of the policies
around which their arguments were constructed.
Both parties want to appear “tough
on crime”, employing a primarily punitive approach based on a model of justice

| australian presbyterian September 2009 25

a r c h a e o l o g y

The Exodus Pharaoh
New finds may help confirm the biblical account of Joseph.

Dean Smith

T

he Israeli newspaper Arutz
Sheva reports an article in AlAhram — a major Egyptian
newspaper – claiming archaeologists in Egypt have discovered coins
mentioning Jewish patriarch Joseph
who served as Treasury minister for an
ancient pharaoh.
They were part of a cache of artifacts
stored in the vaults of the Museum of
Egypt. It was initially thought they were
charms but a more thorough investigation concluded they were coins from the
time of the pharaohs.
The find is significant as many biblical critics dispute coin usage in ancient
Egypt recorded in Genesis 47:14, 15. But
coins have been found at numerous sites
around Egypt dating to the pharaohs.
While most have images of pharaohs
engraved on them, one from this set is
unique.
According to Al-Ahram, “Joseph’s
name appears twice on the coin, written
in hieroglyphics: once the original name,
Joseph, and once his Egyptian name,
Saba Sabani, which was given to him by
Pharaoh when he became treasurer.
There is also an image of Joseph, who
was part of Egyptian administration at
that time.”
There is even a coin with an image of
a cow with hieroglyphics suggesting a
connection to Joseph’s dream of seven
cows and seven stalks of grain.
The dramatic climb of a Hebrew slave
to second in command in Egypt has had
critics treating it as little more than
Jewish folklore. While these coins validate this incredible account, questions
are raised on why any Egyptian Pharaoh
would honour a Hebrew slave with such
a powerful display. To fully grasp what
happened here, we must first decipher a
strange passage in the book of Genesis.
Many are familiar with the story of
Joseph who, as the youngest and favored
son of Judah, boasted of his special status. In a jealous rage, the brothers sold
Joseph into slavery to a passing band of
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Most Egyptians adapted
to the Hyksos, similar
to Germany’s occupation
of France in World War
II where the majority
accepted occupation.
Ishmaelites, who in turn sold him to
Potiphar, the captain of the guard in the
Egyptian Pharaoh’s court (Genesis 37).
And thus begins our mystery: “Now
Joseph had been taken down to Egypt;
and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of
Pharaoh, the captain of the bodyguard,
bought him from the Ishmaelites, who
had taken him down there. The LORD
was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. And he was in the house of
his master, the Egyptian. Now his master saw that the LORD was with him and
how the LORD caused all that he did to
prosper in his hand. So Joseph found
favour in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer
over his house, and all that he owned he
put in his charge. It came about that
from the time he made him overseer in
his house and over all that he owned, the
LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house on
account of Joseph; thus the LORD’S
blessing was upon all that he owned, in
the house and in the field. (Genesis 39:
1-5, NASV)
Three times in these five verses
Potiphar is described as Egyptian – “an
Egyptian officer” (v. 1), “the Egyptian”
(v. 2) and “the Egyptian’s house” (v. 5).
Why did the author go to such lengths
to describe Potiphar’s heritage? Anyone
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reading this passage would instinctively
presume Potiphar was Egyptian without
mentioning it once.
Around 1750 BC, a group known as
the Hyksos — taking advantage of political upheaval in Egypt — invaded the
Nile delta. Archaeological records show
the Hyksos had a significant advantage
over the Egyptians, incorporating such
military innovations as composite bow
and horse and chariot.
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus,
quoting an ancient Egyptian Mantheos,
describes the invasion:
“By main force they easily seized it
without striking a blow; and having
overpowered the rulers of the land, they
burned our cities ruthlessly, razed to the
ground the temples of gods... Finally,
they appointed a king one of their number whose name was Salitis.”

B

ut what makes it interesting is the
Hyksos were Semitic, making them
cousins of Judah and his family. (Some
suspect they were descendants of Esau
— Edomites.) They spoke a similar language to the Hebrews. There would be
differences of course (words and
accents), like we see between those living in Scotland/England, US, Canada
and Australia. During World War II,
English pilot John Rodger bailed out
over England. Captured by a farmer,
Rodger was held at gunpoint and thrown
in jail because he was suspected of being
German due to his thick Scottish accent.
The passage in Genesis suggests
Hyksos were ruling Egypt in Potiphar’s
day and that’s why it was so unusual to
have an Egyptian guard.
The Hyksos never fully conquered
Egypt. They occupied the northern half
of the Nile delta, setting up their capital
in Avaris where many Egyptians still
remained. Meanwhile, the Egyptian government consolidated in the south.
The Hyksos adopted the Egyptian
governing style and even incorporated
the Pharaoh title. They allowed Egyptian

a r c h a e o l o g y
to remain the language of the nation and
culturally integrated many Egyptian customs and gods.
Most Egyptians adapted to the
Hyksos, similar to Germany’s occupation of France in World War II where the
majority accepted occupation and went
on with their lives. But beneath the outward veneer there remained a hostility
towards the occupiers.
However, a number of French went
the next step and collaborated with the
Germans. The Nazi Gestapo boasted
that each morning the postal bin of their
Paris headquarters was full of letters
from individuals accusing fellow citizens
of resistance to the Germans.
In his book, Postwar: A history of
Europe since 1945, Tony Jude describes
the German occupation of France: “The
Nazis administered France with just
1500 of their own people. So confident
were they of the reliability of the French
police and militia, that they assigned (in
addition to their administrative staff) a
mere 6000 German and military police
to ensure the compliance of a nation of
35 million.”
Similarly, Hyksos had Egyptians providing police protection. Potiphar’s connections to the Egyptian community
was invaluable for rooting out potential
threats.

W

ith the Hyksos occupation as a
backdrop, a number of verses
now make sense.
In Genesis 39:12, we read a surprising
statement by Potiphar’s wife who
accused Joseph of sexual assault after he
rejected her advances. Insulted, she calls
her Egyptian household together and
says: “See, he [Potiphar] has brought in a
Hebrew to us to make sport of us; he
came in to me to lie with me, and I
screamed.”
How could a slave in any fashion
mock his Egyptian master? It happened
because of Joseph’s association with
Egypt’s occupying masters, making this
slave a constant reminder of Egypt’s
servitude. It also demonstrates how
closely Potiphar’s wife linked Hebrews
and Hyksos. It is equally apparent
Potiphar’s collaboration with the Hyksos
was not viewed positively by his own
family.
The Hyksos connection explains how,
under God’s anointing, Joseph easily
ascended to second in command in the
Egyptian government. There would have
been minimal language differences and
an inherent level of trust.

Because of Joseph’s favorable service
and the fact he was kin, Pharaoh allowed
Joseph’s family to settle in prime land
around Goshen. We now understand
why coins forged in Joseph’s honor
included both his Hebrew and Egyptian
name.
Finally around 1560 BC, the
Egyptians – under Amhose I – mustered
a military (which now included chariots,
Ex. 14:23) powerful enough to drive the
Hyksos out of their territory.

Amhose was nervous
about the growing
Hebrew population, that
if the Hyksos launched
a counterattack, they
would ally with Egypt’s
dreaded foe.

This governmental change is specifically noted in Exodus 1:8: “Now a new
king arose over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph.” The Hebrew word for “new”,
hadash, referred to something completely different. The same word is used
in Deuteronomy 32:17, to describe the
new gods Israel was worshiping – ones
not previously worshipped. Old
Testament commentators Keil and
Delitzsch describe the change as “a king
who follows different principles of government from his predecessors”.
Moses then explains the difference –
the “new” king “did not know Joseph” –
there was no family connection with the
New Egyptian pharaoh as there was with
the old Hyksos regime. This new king is
probably Amhose I, who having driven
out the Hyksos, takes a very adversarial
approach to the Israelites. “Come let us
deal wisely with them [the Israelites] or
else they will multiply and in the event
of war, they will also join themselves to
those who hate us, and fight against us
and depart from the land.”
Amhose was nervous about the growing Hebrew population. He was concerned that if the Hyksos launched a
counterattack they would ally with

Egypt’s dreaded foe. Over the next few
decades, Amhose, and the pharaoh(s)
that followed, put the Hebrew under
intense pressure and they began to call
out to Jehovah for a deliverer.
There had to be more than one
Pharaoh to cover the time period
between the Hyksos defeat and the
Jewish exodus, which included persecution of the Jews and Moses’ eventual
birth, murder of the Egyptian guard,
exile, and return.
So who was the Pharaoh of the
Exodus? One possibility is Amhose’s son,
Amenhotep I. In his article, Amenhotep,
the Second King of Egypt’s 18th Dynasty,
Jimmy Dunn writes that, like his father,
Amenhotep was very active building
temples along the Nile, including finishing off many projects initiated by his
father. This lines up with the Biblical narrative that says Jacob’s heirs supplied
building materials for at least two
pharaohs (Ex. 1:11 and then again after
Moses’ return from exile, Ex. 5:6-11).
Dunn adds this interesting note,
“Some information appears to indicate
that Amenhotep I’s son died in infancy,
while other resources tell us he died
childless.” This lines up with the Biblical
record of the killing of the firstborn
(Exodus 11).
We see God’s stamp during this
period of Egyptian history. God raised
up the Hyksos to overthrow the
Egyptian government preparing a safe
haven for the Israelite to prosper and
grow. But just as clearly, Jacob’s heirs
had become too comfortable in their
adopted land and may never have left
and the Egyptians were allowed to
regain control. The resulting persecution pressured the Israelites to leave and
ultimately fulfill their destiny in the
ap
Promised Land.

Dean Smith runs the Christian website
www.opentheword.org. This article was
supplied by the Assist News Agency.

Visiting
Ballarat?
Worship with us at Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909
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Wrong, wrong, wrong
Christians need to get real about the problems their children face.

Sheryl Sarkoezy

A

year or so ago I was shopping
in the retail outlet of our
national broadcaster. Beside
the children’s toys was a new
range of merchandise for one of their TV
shows, a satirical comedy set in a school.
Prominently displayed was a T-shirt
bearing an anatomical drawing that
made a visual pun on the word
“dictation”. This wrong on so many
levels! So I made some phone calls to
voice my concern, the last to a senior
marketing executive. Though polite, he
brushed aside my views as being in the
minority, old-fashioned, and out of step
with Australian culture. I wished then
that I had more information and words
with which to respond.
I wish now that I’d had access to
Getting Real: Challenging the Sexualisation
of Girls, edited by Melinda Tankard Reist
(Spinifiex).
The book is a collection of essays by
several authors, all Australian, who write
from well-informed positions across a
number of fields of study. They present a
picture of our culture’s shift toward the
sexualisation of young girls and women,
and provide evidence of the harm that
this causes to individuals and to our
society as a whole. They also offer
suggestions about how young people,
and those who care for them, can
respond to this toxic culture.
Sexualisation of children occurs when
their slowly developing sexuality is
moulded into adult forms of sexuality.
Emma Rush points to two causes: the use
of sex to entertain or sell to adults, and
the newer process of marketing
sexualising products directly to children.
Rush unites the two as “corporate
paedophilia”, placing this issue squarely
in the realm of child abuse and
exploitation.
We see the images used to do this
selling in many different contexts: in the
fashion world, the music industry, film
and television, and advertisements for
anything from cars to food. Increasingly,
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Having limited life
experience, young girls
and boys don’t often
question culture.
They just accept it as the
way life is.
public-space
advertisements
use
pornography references in their images.
In a workplace, pictures like this would
be regarded as a form of sexual
harassment, and yet they are used on
billboards to sell all manner of products!
Some of the examples in the book are
confronting. Tankard Reist describes it
as “dark material” and it is, but we are
already familiar with it and it should not
deter us from reading the book.
In her introduction, Noni Hazelhurst
criticises the media and its focus on
celebrity, sex, wealth and physical
appearance. Other writers accuse
organisations that have a commercial
interest in sexualising children –
advertisers, retailers and manufacturers
in a highly competitive market for the
tween and teen dollar. Whichever way we
apportion the blame, it is obvious that
young girls, and boys, are under pressure
to conform to the imagery and language
that surrounds them. Having limited life
experience, they don’t often question
culture. They just accept it as the way life
is, and believe the lie that prostitute-like
behaviour is a normal part of what it
means to be a woman.
There are those who say we have
nothing to worry about, that adults have
inherent rights to sexual expression, and
that children who use sexualised products
– such as push up bras or Playboy bunny
pencil cases – are just “little girls dressing
up and having fun”. There are some who
would even claim that a woman who
accepts sexualisation is liberated and
strong, and that “raunch culture” is a
matter of lifestyle choice and taste.
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The authors show that such
arguments are deceptive and flawed. Our
culture has distorted the idea of girls’
sexuality. The sexualised images and
language that assail us do affect girls’
self-image
and
psychological
development. It’s also clear that our
society operates to a double standard: on
the one hand we condemn paedophilic
behaviour, yet on the other we tolerate
sexualised images of children in the
media – sending a message that sexual
interest in children is acceptable. Clive
Hamilton scathingly describes this as
“testimony to the power of denial on a
mass scale”.

I

n the face of these objections to our
concerns, what then can we do?
Firstly, we can help our girls learn
discernment. Selena Ewing describes the
“Faking It” project: academic research
about this issue, written as a magazinestyled publication that is accessible for
teenagers. If your teenager’s school
library doesn’t have a copy, buy it for
them. Encourage them to reject the “bad
girls are powerful girls” image.
Second, we can act! Steve Biddulph
suggests focusing on the way we interact
with the media: viewing television
critically; refusing to buy girls’ and
women’s
magazines;
demanding
government action on TV viewing
content. ”
The sexualisation of young girls is not
an academic issue. It is personal, and it
profoundly affects the lives of our children.
“Getting Real” is a collective shout against
the sexualisation of girls. Be encouraged to
read it as a resource for becoming
informed about what’s happening to our
daughters, and as an inspiration to speak
ap
up in their defence.
Sydney mother Sheryl
Sarkoezy is a member of
activist group Collective Shout.

l e t t e r s

letters
PresAID raises $64,000

W
ith profound thankfulness to God,
I can report that the PresAID 2009
Christmas Day Appeal raised $64,000
from our churches around Australia.
I thank those who gave so generously
for their support of this worthy cause.
The money will be divided evenly
between the Evangelical Reformed
Church of Myanmar for Famine Relief,
Indian Evangelical Fellowship for building accommodation at the Darjeeling
Hills Bible College and CCAP Zambia for
building lecturers’ accommodation at
Chesefu Theological College.
What a wonderful exercise in
Kingdom-building this has been!
The 2010 PresAID Good Friday
Appeal will be divided equally between
the Himalayan Mission to buy a fourwheel-drive to enable Rev. Bali Shepherd
to reach more people more efficiently;
Talua Ministry Training Centre,
Vanuatu, for student accommodation;
and the Presbyterian Bible College in
Bangladesh to extend the availability of
its courses.
Rev. Bob Thomas,
Convener, PresAID

Covenant persists

T

hank you for Stephen Voorwind’s
exposition of Romans 11:25-27 (AP,
February). I agree the term Israel must
refer to ethnic Israel and I found the
conclusion that the expression “all
Israel” refers to the nation of Israel most
helpful. However I was surprised that
he also concluded that the passage says
nothing about the land of Israel and
that God has little concern for the State
of Israel.

It is true that the Old Testament term
“all Israel” is used of the nation of Israel
as a group of people whether in or out or
the land of Israel. However the very next
two verses reaffirm more than the continuation of the people as an ethnic
group. Verses 28 and 29 go on to say,
“they are beloved because of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of
God are irrevocable.”
This seems to be a very clear affirmation that the Old Testament covenants
with the patriarchs still apply to ethnic
Israel in the New Testament. In Genesis
12, God promised Abraham a people, a
blessing and a land. The people persist.
The blessing to all nations persists.
There is nothing to indicate the third
part of the promise has been permanently revoked. I am neither a
Dispensationalist nor a Premillenialist,
but if Jesus is returning as the conquering Messiah of Israel (eg. Ps. 2) it would
not be strange that the nation-state of
Israel should be again in existence and
ready to acknowledge him as their true
king (eg. Mt. 23:29).
Stephen Moody,
Surrey Hills, Vic.

Painted people

T
hank you for the section of articles
on our “pornified world” (AP, March),
and particularly the marketing to young
girls. But the question of why they listen
to, mimic or bother reading any of these
women’s magazines and the like was
only alluded to.
I live in a small rural/industrial town
where there are few “painted ladies”
(heavily made up with revealing clothing
and high heels etc). Such attire is highly
impractical for living and working in a
country town, and not tolerated in
industry where it is unsafe. Most of the
“working class” folks have neither the
time, inclination or money to be bothered with such things, but there are of
course a few. These few are clearly noted

to be vain by the plainly dressed
unpainted majority!
Vanity is the word I was hoping to see
in your articles, and while we all have our
little vanities, the current crop of
women’s magazines and their extreme
vanities have “no Idea” how silly they
look to practical people! Likewise the
“painted ladies” have no idea how silly
they look to “the workers”.
Perhaps you could run a series of articles on who believes what they see in the
media and why? Clearly many people get
their information from the media rather
than looking it up themselves to “test
everything and hold fast to what is true”.
This is in spite of surveys showing journalists to be one of the least trusted professions!
Philip Dawson,
Tasmania

Where was the Bible?

A
s a shameless promoter of AP as a
vehicle for spiritual growth and as a tool
to connect us to a larger Presbyterian
and Christian community, I was terribly
disappointed in your lead article by
Melinda Tankard Reist (March).
Where was the Bible? Jesus Christ?
Where was God’s plan for women?
Tankard Reist’s writing could easily have
come from a sociology journal or feminist magazine. While I don’t dispute
most of what was written, I find it unsettling that the article was not written
through a Christian world view lens. I
hope this standard is not to be repeated.
Thankfully the supporting articles were
solidly Bible-based.
I join the author in calling for action
in this very important issue and indeed,
as a mother, have done so repeatedly. I
pray we all take the instruction to be
“salt and light” in a dark world seriously.
Once again, thank you for your magazine.
Dale Sypott,
Mudgeeraba, Qld
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prayer
April 2010
21 Standing Committees of the
Presbyterian Church of NSW meeting
this week.
22 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy
in Grafton charge far northern NSW
with about 150 c&a, (communicants
and adherents) 35 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and Youth ) and 10 e
(elders).
23 Aspendale charge bayside Melbourne
including Seaford with about 135
c&a, 35 yf and 7 e. John Dekker.
23 Second of six meetings to commemorate the 450th anniverary of the
Scottish Reformation at the
Magdelen Chapel, Cowgate,
Edinburgh where the first Church of
Scotland assembly met 1560. A
Sinclair Horne speaking.
24 Jim and Margo Stuart, mp (missions
partners – the Australian Presbyterian
World Mission) workers in Niger,
West Africa with SIM International
involved in food security and physiotherapy.
25 All members of our Defence forces,
and chaplains full-time and parttime.
26 Pupils, staff and council of St
Andrews Christian College, Burwood,
Melbourne – Bob Speck principal.
27 Introduction to Childrens’ Ministry
(3 days) at Qld Theological College
with Sandy Galea and Matt Gorton.
28 Bruce and Jacki Hammonds beginning ministry in Liverpool charge
south western Sydney with about 15
c&a, 17 yf and 6 e.
29 Craig and Jayni new mp workers
from South Yarra, Melbourne in
Malwi with Orbus.

30 Presbytery of Darling Downs, western Qld – 7 charges and 12 home
mission stations totalling 36 congregations with about 1545 c&a, 580 yf,
4 retired ministers, 1 school chaplain.
Graeme McKay clerk.

11

12

May 2010
1

Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy
in Wattle Range charge SA comprising Penola, Millicent, Rendelsham,
Kalangadoo and Dergholme with
about 160 c&a, 6 yf and 15 e.
2 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy
in the Upper Blue Mountains charge
NSW comprising Wentworth fal and
Blackheath with about 65 c&a, 3 yf
and 9 e.
3 Andrew and Suzi Vines new mp workers from Blackburn, Melbourne in
the Middle East with Pioneers of
Australia.
4 The Law Officers of our Church –
Gregory Burton, Simon Fraser (GAA,
NSW and WA), Brian Bayston (Vic.)
and Code Committees dealing with
church rules and regulations.
5 Caloundra charge including Maleney
on the Sunshine Coast (north of
Brisbane) with about 145 c&a, 10 yf
and 9 e, Ian and Norma McIver.
6 Melton charge charge western
Melbourne about 75 c&a, 25 yf and 8
e. Phil and Glenda Simmons.
7 Kym and Stephanie Schwartz new mp
workers with International Teams
involved in member care.
8 Staff of the Church Offices in
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne.
9 Presbytery of New England, northern
NSW – 6 charges and 2 home mission
stations totalling 13 congregations
with about 725 c&a, 210 yf, 1 retired
minister. Lance Jackson clerk.
10 Bruce and Jan Gorton beginning
ministry in Argyle charge NSW comprising Goulburn, Taralga, Crookwell
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14

15

16

17

18

19

and Tuena with about 110 c&a, 7 yf
and 8 e .
Whitfords charge Perth with about
150 c&a, 75 yf and 5 e. Darell and
Margaret Thatcher.
World Reformed Fellowship meeting
in Edinburgh – Moderator General
Robert Benn and Alan Harman representing the Presbyterian Church of
Australia. And Robert ministering in
Scotland and Ireland.
Drummoyne charge Sydney with
about 90 c&a, 2 yf and 2 e. Craig and
Cathy Tucker.
Tamworth Community church with
about 110 c&a, 70 yf and 6 e. David
and Cherryn Hassan and St Stephens
church with about 125 c&a, 40 yf and
7 e. Stuart and Marion Andrews –
sharing the one building in New
England, northern NSW.
John Knox charge Rockhampton Qld
including St Stephens, John Knox,
Alexandra Gardens, Morinish and Mt
Morgan with about 115 c&a, 30 yf
and 7 e. Jon and Nancy Chandler.
St Ives charge northern Sydney with
about 15 c&a, 1 yf and 8 e. Robert
and Wendy Boase.
Pray for the Moderator, preachers
and filling of the vacancy in
Tallangatta home mission station
inclding Dederang Vic. with about 35
c&a, 9 yf and 4 e.
Coffs Harbour charge NSW north
coast with about 315 c&a, 90 yf and
10 e. Jamie and Jenny Newans.
Presbytery of Melbourne West – 6
charges and 3 home mission stations,
1 PIM church (Darwin) totalling 12
congregations with about 715 c&a,
50 yf, 1 missionary, 2 ministers
under jurisdiction. Richard O’Brien
clerk.
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b o o k s

books
Risking the Truth:
Handling Error in the Church
Martin Downes
Christian Focus Press, 2009.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

T

he profile of Christian Focus Press
as the publisher of some of the best
and most helpful books currently
appearing continues to grow, with books
like this adding much to its well deserved
reputation. I had the opportunity to visit
CFP when in Scotland last year and saw
the enormous warehouses that their
books are held in. Willie Mackenzie himself, the owner of CFP, gave me this
book, as it then was hot off the press.
The format of the book is interesting
as it consists of 20 interviews with evangelical leading lights (Trueman, Horton,
Beeke, Dever, among others). They all
deal in one way or another with the challenge of handling truth and error in the
church today.
Unfortunately there are no Australian
evangelicals in the Australian context
which is a weakness from our point of
view “down under”. Both over-focusing
on error (to the neglect of the practice of
the truth) and the ignoring of error (to
allow truth to be undermined) are identified and pointed out.
There is much food for thought and
reflection for the pastor in the ministry
and for those considering it. This is a distinctive book on practical theology that
deserves serious study.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.
Making the Most of the Rest of
Your Life
John Chapman
Matthias Media, 2007.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

J

ohn Chapman wrote this largeprint booklet after his 76th birthday, from a retirement home on the
outskirts of Sydney. In his own laconic
style, he notes: “Each year I seem to
collect another specialist.”
Chappo concentrates on the life to

come after death, which, on first
impressions, seems so “ghostly” compared to this life. In a warm and
engaging way, he presses the claims of
King Jesus upon us, especially for
those getting on in years. The weakness of the work is found near the
end, in the sinner’s prayer which
Chappo gives to people so that they
may be sure that they are a part of
God’s great plan for the future:
Lord Jesus Christ,
I believe that you are king in God’s
world. I haven’t been serving you as my
king. From today onwards, I will try and
serve you as best I can. Thank you for
dying for me. Please forgive me and help
me live with you as my king. Amen.
Reciting such a prayer is no guarantee of salvation – as Chappo surely
knows. For all that, this is a booklet
to be read and passed around. It is
clear, simple, and, hopefully, most
effective.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

Who Made God?
Edgar H. Andrews
EP Books, 2009.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

argument for there being a divine
mind behind it all.
Professor Andrews possesses an
astute mind, and he rightly rejects the
ontological argument for God – which
asserts that an absolutely perfect being
must exist – as one that leads
nowhere. He makes cogent use of the
moral argument, and points out that
English journalist, Matthew Parris,
wrote in December 2008: “As an atheist, I truly believe Africa needs God”.
Indeed, “Missionaries, not aid money,
are the solution to Africa’s biggest
problem – the crushing passivity of
the people’s mindset”.
However, as a Christian, Andrews
realises that all the moral instruction
in the world will not, by itself, change
for the better. Humanity needs God to
write His law upon our hearts by the
Holy Spirit who is given to all who
repent and trust in Christ alone for
salvation.
Professor Andrews has written a
work that will greatly help Christians
to bear witness to their faith, and
unbelievers to come, by God’s grace, to
faith.
Last month, AP incorrectly attributed the
review of The Prodigal God by Tim Keller to
Stuart Bonnington. In fact, it was reviewed
by Peter Barnes.

he attempt to find a “theory of
everything” has been usually made
by those who want to remove God
from the picture, but in this simply
written and incisive work, Professor
Andrews has turned the guns back on
the secular humanists. The chapter
headings read rather oddly – “Sooty
and the universe”, “Yogurt, cereal and
toast”, “Ferrets and fallacies”, “Life in
a cake mixer”, “The second shoe”, to
give some of the 17 examples – but
the content of each chapter is clear
and logical.
For example, Richard Dawkins has,
in essence, put forward the view that
God is improbable because: (1) By
common consent, the world is improbable and complex; (2) if God created
the world he must be more complex
than the world; (3) therefore, God is
less probable than the world; (4) so it
is probable that God does not exist.
As Andrews points out, this assumes
that the science of thermodynamics
can be applied to theology, when it
obviously will not work in, say, music.
In any case, the improbability and
complexity of the world is a powerful

All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au

Ministerial Vacancy
BICTON
Presbyterian Church of
Australia in WA
Refer to Position Description
on PCA Website
( www.presbyterian.org.au)
Expressions of Interest to
Interim Moderator
Rev Alan Perrie
ednaway@bigpond.com
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Simple gifts
Redeeming the time doesn’t mean multi-tasking.

Peter Barnes

I

t is sometimes surprising how
simple things can have an impact
on us. Joni Eareckson Tada tells
of how she went to visit Corrie ten
Boom one spring day. Both women were
disabled and in wheel chairs – Joni a
quadriplegic after breaking her neck,
and Corrie an ageing invalid who had
suffered a series of strokes.
Joni records: “The day was filled
with activity, yet relaxed and slow
paced. After we enjoyed the flowers,
we went into the kitchen for tea and
chocolates. After tea we read the Bible
and prayed. Then we retired to the
parlor and talked. I was amazed how
quickly the day flew by, yet how
peaceful and stress free it seemed.”
Then Corrie’s carer, a woman named
Pam, explained the philosophy behind
it all. She said that she and Corrie
never did lots of things at once. “We
don’t sit outside, read and enjoy tea
and chocolates. We space everything
out so we can truly appreciate the
individual pleasures of each activity.”
We live in an age when we try to do a
multitude of things at once, and when
we rush from one activity to another. It
has become all too common to see
someone in a queue in a post office or a
bank, and speaking on his mobile while
transacting his business. That is hardly
what the Bible means by redeeming
the time or making the best use of
the time (Eph. 5:16). Past ages might
have regarded it as somewhat rude, as
demeaning our interaction with the
teller behind the counter.
We tend to rush everything. If we
are at a funeral today, we are
expecting to be coping well tomorrow.
The Bible speaks of “a time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn
and a time to dance” (Eccles. 3:4), but
we are in the habit of pushing
through sad experiences to reach what
we think is a healthier state.
Even in reading – that most
sedentary of activities – some of us
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Everything is significant
before God. We are not
to dismiss some things
as simply trivial, nor
cram too much in.
manage to rush things. For decades I
have found myself in the bad habit of
reading six or seven books at once. Each
day I might read a little bit from each
one, but I invariably find it far more
satisfying when I read large chunks of
just one. Yet the bad habit remains!
In many households the television
is left on even when no one is
watching or listening. In fact, it can
be turned down so low that it is
scarcely possible to listen to it. Yet
presumably the background noise is
supposed to provide some sense of
comfort and meaningful activity.

G

od is the God of everything, so,
says Paul, “whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). Everything
is significant before God. We are not to
dismiss some things as simply trivial,
nor cram too much into too confined
a space of time. “Do not be anxious
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the
day is its own trouble” (Matt. 6:34).
None of this is meant to argue that
we should never do two things at
once. Corrie in her dotage probably
overdid the “one thing at a time”
approach. It is good to go for a walk
and take your ipod and listen to a

australian presbyterian April 2010

John Piper sermon at the same time.
It may also be good just to go for a
walk and enjoy the scenery and be
open to conversing with other walkers.
We all have a need both for isolation
and for interaction.
Samuel Rutherford confessed that
he was made of extremes, but human
beings tend to lurch from one error
to the next. In 1788 William
Wilberforce drew up a meticulous
timetable for how he spent his time.
He was convinced that he was prone
to waste it, so he wrote: “Let this
consideration quicken my exertions. I
am about to enter upon keeping a
regular account of my time, from
which it will be in my power to derive
many advantages.” That may be your
problem too, and so Wilberforce’s
method may benefit you.
Yet there is surely something
attractive and refreshing in Joni’s
description of her day with Corrie ten
Boom. So often we rush, and
somehow lose ground in friendships
and in appreciation of what is truly
significant. Joni’s observation is
irrefutable: “Someone has pushed the
fast-forward button on our days.”
But she is not wringing her hands in
a nostalgic yearning for slower days.
Rather, she proffers the simplest
advice: “Enjoy God’s glory in every
ap
small thing.”
Peter Barnes is books editor
of AP and minister of Revesby
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.
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