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Give the gift of sight

in CBM’s 10,000 Miracles in 10 Days Appeal
CBM Australia is launching its 10,000 Miracles in 10 Days Campaign to raise money
for 10,000 cataract operations for some of the world’s poorest people. Over 18 million
people, half of the world’s blind, cannot see because of cataracts.
From the 12th to the 21st of March, supporters can help restore the gift of sight by
donating $32 for an adult cataract operation or $230 for a child.
85% of people with cataracts live in developing countries. For those who are desperately poor, CBM is a world leader in providing operations that restore sight, 2010 marking the completion of its 10 millionth cataract operation.
CBM Australia National Director John Jeffries said CBM supporters from the
Presbyterian Church had played a significant role in helping CBM raise funds for
cataract operations.
“Their support has meant we’ve been able to provide medical assistance and community
rehabilitation services to people with disabilities in the poorest areas of the world.”
Mr Jeffries said that as part of the 10,000 Miracles Campaign, CBM was now asking
supporters to provide a miracle. For just $32 for an adult operation or $230 for a child,
supporters could help restore the gift of sight to some of the world’s poorest people.
This includes seven year old Vincent, who lost both
parents to AIDS and now relies on relatives.
“Vincent has been going to school but he’s quickly
falling behind. He can’t see the teacher or the blackboard. He tries so hard to read and write but he just
can’t see letters and words properly – everything comes
out jumbled and backwards,”1 Mr Jeffries said.
“The good news is, a relatively simple operation could Vincent is recovering, after CBM
remove the cataracts and restore his sight – but his
funded his cataract operation.
Aunt and Uncle can’t afford it. And because he’s gone
so long without treatment; soon it will be too late. By the time he’s 8 years old, surgery
won’t help and he’ll be blind for the rest of his life”,2 he said.
With the help of donors from the Presbyterian Church, CBM hopes to perform another
10,000 operations, 10,000 miracles in 10 days.
For more information about CBM and the 10,000 Miracles in 10 Days Appeal,
please call 1800 678 069 (Free call) or please visit www.cbm.org.au.
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CBM DRTV SHOW, ‘Vincent’s Story’
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rancis Schaeffer, in The Great Evangelical Disaster
(1984), warned of a crisis in the area of sexual
morality which was even then enveloping the
evangelical church. Schaeffer was alarmed
because he saw a level of overconfidence among
evangelicals which rendered them more vulnerable to
seduction by the spirit of the age. He warned of subtle
changes to views in the realm of sexual ethics which
indicated that evangelicals were following rather than
resisting prevailing cultural standards:
“How the mindset of accommodation grows and
expands. The last 60 years have given birth to a moral
disaster, and what have we done? Sadly we must say that
the evangelical world has been part of the disaster… And
more than this, we can expect the future to be a further
disaster if the evangelical world does not take a stand for
Biblical truth and morality in the full spectrum of life.”
Schaeffer’s warning is reminiscent of another warning
that the apostle Paul issued to the church in Corinth. Paul
was writing to a group of Christians who were so self
assured that they believed that they were immune to the
seduction of the age. His point is simple: “If you think you
are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall” (1 Cor.
10:12).
This is a warning that Christians in evangelical churches
need to take to heart today. We also are capable of being
seduced by the surrounding culture if we follow rather than
resist popular views on sexual morality. In this issue of
Australian Presbyterian, we explore one aspect of the
sweeping change in sexual morality that is affecting our
culture and churches, namely, the objectification of women
and the sexualisation of girls.
Our interview with Melinda Tankard Reist, a Christian
author, social commentator and women’s advocate is a
wake-up call to the church about the extent to which the
Christian community is vulnerable to the influence of
contemporary culture. Melinda “exegetes” our culture on
the basis of the most recent evidence-based research on
present trends in sexual morality. We need to understand
the seriousness of the issues we face and the impact that
they are having on us if we are to realise the urgency of
addressing them.
Peter Hastie ap
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Our toxic culture
Girls are being deceived, damaged and even destroyed.

M

elinda Tankard Reist is a
Canberra author, speaker,
commentator and advocate with a special interest in issues affecting women and girls.
She is the author of Giving Sorrow
Words: Women’s Stories of Grief After
Abortion (Duffy & Snellgrove, 2000),
Defiant Birth: Women Who Resist Medical
Eugenics (Spinifex Press, 2006) and the
recently
released
Getting Real:
Challenging the Sexualisation of Girls
(Spinifex Press, 2009).
Her advocacy for women and girls has
included helping establish a supported
accommodation and outreach service for
women pregnant and without support,
involvement in projects to address
poverty, trafficking and sex slavery, and
working to highlight and address the
objectification of women and sexualisation of girls in Australia and globally.
Melinda is a founder of Women’s
Forum Australia, an independent,
women’s think-tank and editor of WFA’s
magazine-style research paper, Faking It,
about girls and body image.
In recent months she has addressed
thousands of people within Australia
about her concerns and has been welcomed into many schools. Melinda’s
commentary has been published and
broadcast in Australia and overseas.
Melinda appears frequently in the mainstream media in Australia, and was a
guest panellist on the ABC’s Q & A (for
the second time) in February.
Melinda has just launched the new
grassroots campaigns movement,
“Collective Shout: for a sexploitation free
world (www.collectiveshout.org)”. She

Melinda Tankard Reist
talks to
Peter Hastie

and her husband, David, have four children and attend a church in Canberra.
Melinda, tell us about Getting Real:
Challenging the Sexualisation of
Girls.
Well, Getting Real is a collection of
essays by advocates, academics,
researchers, child psychologists and
counsellors who are concerned about the
effects of the pornification of culture on
girls. The contributors are from diverse
backgrounds, but all share a common
concern for the welfare of girls. It is
available from my website, which I
encourage your readers to have a look at:
www.melindatankardreist.com.
There is another interesting
research paper in magazine format
that you and a number of other
people have produced called, Faking
It. What led you to produce this
magazine-style document?
Faking It is basically a magazine-style
research paper unpacking the negative
messages that girls and women get from
women’s magazines. We had a lot of fun
putting it together. On the front we have
headlines like, ‘Hate Your Body: We
Show You How’ and ‘The Stick Insect
Diet’. My personal favourite is, ‘Of
Course, You’re Not Hot’. Then on the
back we have, ‘Make Believe’ instead of
Maybelline. It’s just a bit of a spoof on
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women’s magazines.
It is set out like a magazine but it does
have serious research content in it. This
magazine has proved very popular with
schools, who are ordering it from all over
the country. It gives girls the critical
media literacy skills that they need to
discern what a good message is and what
isn’t. We really hope the magazine will
provide a service to girls and women
everywhere so they can resist the negative messages from popular culture. It is
available from the Women’s Forum
Australia
website,
www.womensforumaustralia.org.
Why has Getting Real stirred such
interest?
There are many diverse voices speaking out against what I call the “pornification” of culture and its impact, particularly on girls. I thought it was time to
capture those voices and to bring them
together in the one book as a collective
shout against the toxic society that we
have created and in which some of us are
trying to raise happy, healthy, resilient
children. The book has struck a chord. I
am delighted that it went into its second
printing after only two months. I am
also asked to speak to the media most
days on the subject.
William Wilberforce, an English
social activist, spent his whole life
attempting to outlaw the slave
trade. Do you think it’s worth your
while to spend a good part of your
life attempting to fight the growing
sexualisation of girls and the
objectification of women?

pornified
I actually see this as an issue that is
related to the slave trade. The objectification of women and sexualisation of
girls leads to them being traded and
sold. We know that millions of women
and girls around the world are traded
and their bodies are sold, primarily into
sexual slavery. What I am trying to do is
to look at the attitudes that make this
trade in the bodies of women and girls
possible. If you say it’s okay to repackage
little girls as sexually available, if you say
that little girls are just little adults in
small-size and have sexual interests and
can give sexual come-ons to men, then
of course you are going to be reinforcing
an attitude which enables them to be
sold in the global slave trade. I see them
as one and the same really. This is an
issue that goes to the heart of the dignity of women globally. I do believe we
have a duty to take this issue up.
Feminists
have
made
some
significant contributions to this
subject over the last 40 years or so.
What are these particular insights
or contributions?
I work very closely with feminist colleagues and they have certainly put this
issue on the map. They have led the way
in terms of research on the harm of
pornography, prostitution and trafficking. Their scholarship is quite solid on
this issue. I have been working around
the world with women who are fighting
the sexualisation of girls in their own
countries. The strength of that is that
while women can come from very different backgrounds, many of us are agreed
on this particular issue and the need to
address it. It was a feminist press who
published this book and my second book
as well.
To what extent do you think this
process of the sexualisation and
objectification of women is being
run by commercial interests,
consumerism, or the sex industry?
What are the forces behind it?
It is all of the above. Advertisers and
marketers always need new targets and
new markets. Today they are re-modelling and re-packaging little girls in ways
that were once only appropriate for
adult women. We are seeing this in
advertising catalogues and in billboards.
Two things are happening here. First,
children are being targeted to purchase
and to buy into a consumerist culture in
adult ways, but, second, they are also
being targeted in the way that they are
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being used to sell products. Little girls
are posed and stylised in the ways normally associated with adult women.
This is forcing adult sexual concepts on
to children at younger and younger ages,
which, of course, is very dangerous and
very harmful. It is adultifying little girls
and treating them as sexy little women.

dard you walk past is the standard you
set. If we don’t complain, then we are
allowing that standard to be set. We are
saying that that standard is fine for our
children, our children’s friends and our
friend’s children. I believe we have a
duty as women to rise up and stand up
against that.

How should a woman see herself if
she is going to resist this kind of
cultural pressure?
Women need to say that they are not
going to buy into this. We are worth
more than this and we are not going to
buy into a culture which only values us

Do you have any particular products
in mind? You mentioned one or two.
Yes, I do. I can give you an example
where a colleague of mine made a complaint. She went to a family bowling centre which had pornographic music video
clips playing there where her children,
all under six, were bowling. She made a
complaint and the owner of that bowling chain said, “You are right. It’s totally
inappropriate.” So they removed those
video clips and replaced them with more
suitable ones.
Another, more graphic, example is
actually a complaint I made. There is a
game called Rape Lay which is a
Japanese rape simulation game that
boys can play. It even has a multiplayer
function where the boys can participate
in the simulated gang-rape of a mother
and her two daughters aged 8 and 10.
This is a game being played around the
world. I made a complaint to our communications and media authority and
said that this game was in breach of our
Broadcasting Act and they agreed. You
can no longer download that game in
Australia. That was as a result of one
complaint.
I am grateful for that, but why should
we even have to complain? Who is even
thinking of these games in the first
place? Colleagues of mine in the US have
also complained about Rape Lay and
they have received death threats. Some
of them are under police protection. We
should be grateful that we are in a country where we are free to make complaints and our lives won’t be threatened, because it is not the case for many
of my colleagues in other countries.

This issue is related to
the slave trade. The
objectification of women
and sexualisation of
girls leads to them
being traded and sold.

for our body parts. We are more than
just the physical sum of our bodies. I am
part of a new movement which is
empowering women to resist this sexualising trend, to make complaints, and
to use our spending power in ethically
wise ways. It is good to be concerned
about the natural environment, but I am
really concerned about the moral environment in which we live, the toxic culture that is invading the minds of girls
and boys and giving boys distorted and
delusional pictures of women.
Women need to rise up and speak
out. Marketers, advertisers and corporations know that women make the bulk
of the spending decisions in the family.
Women actually have a lot of power. I
have seen products and services
removed as a result of one complaint. I
could give you many examples where
one complaint has seen products
removed and billboards taken down and
advertising campaigns that were denigrating women stopped. I suppose one
of the big messages I want to convey is
that women do have power. The stan-

Melinda, do we have any researchbased evidence that the mental
outlook of young girls has changed
over the last 10 years or so?
Yes, we do. The objectification of
women and sexualisation of girls contributes to a number of the most common mental health problems suffered
by them such as eating disorders, selfharm, depression, anxiety and low selfesteem. One in 100 girls in Australia is
anorexic, one in five is bulimic. There
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are lots of girls who are eating, purging
and throwing up. The official statistics
say about one in 10 are bulimic, but
experts in this field claim it is more
likely one in five because it is just so
under-reported.
It is a fact that one in four adolescent
girls in Australia wants to have plastic
surgery. They don’t like themselves very
much. They are obsessed about their
bodies; they are obsessed about their
looks. They are spending a lot of time
trying to perfect their body image. One
of the tragedies about this is that many
of them are aspiring to be like the digitally enhanced airbrushed images of
women who simply don’t exist in real
life. I spoke to a model recently who said
that she doesn’t recognise herself in the
photos that are taken of her when she
sees them in the magazines.
So, the statistics are deeply disturbing. We know that eight-year-old girls
are being hospitalised here in Sydney
with eating disorders. Those sorts of
things were not common a few years
ago, but they are a growing trend now.
Even very little girls are conscious of
their looks. They want to look “hot” and
sexy. They are being trained by western
culture to present a prostitute-like version of themselves to the world. They
are considered to be valid participants in
this public culture of sex, and that has to
be bad for their mental health. It is a
harmful imposition on their childhood
to have to even think about, “Am I hot
enough? Am I sexy enough? Do I have
the right moves? Is my makeup right?”
They are worrying about their legs and
tummies at an age where they should
just be able to have fun and enjoy themselves.
Why do women think they have to
flaunt their sexuality to discover
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their true feminine selves?
Freedom has been distorted.
Freedom for girls now has come to mean
being publically sexual, to be what I call
“service stations” or “pleasure delivery
centres” for boys. There is very little
concern here about real intimacy and
connection. It is all about their ability to
please boys. We see it during schoolies
week, where this is the role that girls are

Sexualising girls and
objectifying women
definitely has a spiritual
element. Girls talk to me
about feeling dead
inside. They talk about
feeling like their soul
has died.
expected to play. Girls have got the message that if they want to be seen as
mature, free and liberated, they should
wrap their legs around a pole and expose
their bodies in public to please boys.
What a tragedy and a distortion of the
original message of women’s dignity and
freedom!
What I am trying to do with this
book, Getting Real, is to say, “Girls, you
are worth so much more than that.”
True freedom and being a real woman
really should not be about those things.
Those things actually reduce you to just
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a sexual object. Women’s worth and true
value is so much more than that. The
best chapter on this in my book is by
Clive Hamilton. He says that the radical
counter-cultural position is to resist all
of that. That has almost become the
conservative position, if you like. The
radical position now is to say, “I am not
going to buy into that as a young girl. I
am going to resist premature sexual
activity and I am not going to be reduced
to that.” That is a radical and countercultural position to take. And this is the
case we put strongly in Getting Real.
Apart from the degrading effects of
this sexualisation of young girls and
women, do you have any deeper
philosophical or spiritual concerns?
Yes, I think that sexualising girls and
objectifying women definitely has a
spiritual element. Girls talk to me about
feeling dead inside. They talk about feeling like their soul has died. They know
they are being used and they know that
they are being abused. They talk to me
about cold, soulless hook-ups with boys.
This promotes callous, sexual attitudes
towards women and girls, and this
affects them at the core of their being,
at a very deep and spiritual level. There
is definitely a spiritual vacuum in their
lives and they are expected to fill that
with buying things, grooming, cosmetics, makeup, hair-styling and so on.
However, these things are not going to
fill the spiritual void in their lives.
Over the last couple of years,
especially with some of Australia’s
sports personalities, we have seen a
rise in what is called “sexting”. You
have said that increasingly young
boys and girls are being stalked
through the use of sexting. What is
it?
It involves sending and transmitting
sexually explicit images of yourself to
another person. This is having terrible
consequences because often young people don’t think of the future implications of such behaviour. Their brains are
still developing.
More and more young people are
engaging in this practice. Maggie
Hamilton, author of What’s Happening to
Our Girls? and also a contributor to
Getting Real, has described 13-year-old
girls in Tasmania sending explicit photos of themselves to boys. The tragedy is
that often these girls don’t realise where
their photo might end up. Some girls
have even taken their lives when they
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have realised that one naked photo
which they have sent to a boy has ended
up not only with all of his mates, but
also with boys around the world, not
just through mobile phone transmission
but also through social networking
sites, such as Facebook.
Some girls are discovering too late
that once they post these images, there
is a permanent record there and it is
very hard for them to get them back.
Some employers later “google” the girl’s
name if she has applied for a job and, lo
and behold, they are not sure if this is
the girl they want to be employing. They
are not getting the message about how
dangerous it is for them.
They little realise that sex predators –
men posing as boys – get into these
social networking sites and chat rooms.
Our young people need to be educated
about these dangers, again because it is
primarily girls who are threatened and
whose lives are at risk. Sexting is just
part of the enmeshing of sex industry
messages in the culture. We are seeing
this at every level now and little girls are
getting the message that this is what
they have to do to be acceptable and to
get attention.
You have claimed that pornographic
material has not only become
pervasive in the public space of
culture, but it is also beginning to
penetrate into the world of
teenagers and young children. Can
you give us some sense of the
dimensions of the problem?
Yes, I can. Adult sexual concepts have
seeped into the girl and boy world and
this is happening at younger and
younger ages. I can give you a range of
examples. There are games based on
sexual themes for children. There are
music CDs for children that contain very
sexual lyrics on them. There’s a song by
Lily Allen, which focuses on explicit sexual activity. I hear little girls singing it.
We know that Hugh Hefner, who
invented Playboy, has said that he
doesn’t mind if babies hold up Playboy
Bunny rattles. Someone told me
recently that they were shopping for
party gear for their five-year old daughter and there was the Playboy logo on
fairy wings. You have got to hand it to
Playboy, they are clever. It’s not just
about the magazine anymore; Playboy
has been able to get its logo on to girls’
pencil cases, doona covers, pillow cases,
and a lot of girls when you talk to them
about Playboy they say, “Oh, the rabbit,
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it’s so cute”. They don’t realise that they
are wearing the brands of the global sex
industry led by an 83-year-old man in
silk pyjamas who lives in a mansion surrounded by young blondes with fake
breasts. Most girls have no idea of the
history of the Playboy empire and they
think it’s just about cute bunny ears.
Cotton On has sexual slogans on T-shirts
and jumpsuits and babies. I want to ask,
“Why is it acceptable to impose adult
sexual concepts on to children?”
Do you have any idea as to the
extent to which pornography is
actually acting as a handbook for
sex for both girls and boys at the
moment?

Often boys are using
pornography as a sex
education handbook
which is an absolute
disaster for girls.
We know that most young people
have been exposed to pornography on
average by the age of 15. The main problem with pornography is that it provides
a delusional set of myths to boys about
girls’ sexuality and what girls are there
for. It certainly contributes to violence
against women and girls. There is a distinctive connection there. What crime
investigators are noticing in some of the
more recent sex-crimes committed by
younger boys against girls is that the
boys are often following certain scripts
of pornography. Girls are often rounded
up and raped by a gang. I have been talking to sexual assault counsellors who
have been telling me that the latest phenomenon they have been seeing is 12
and 13 year old girls coming in for help
who have been assaulted by groups of
boys. Boys are learning these acts from
pornography. Even little boys now are
going to school and asking little girls for
sexual favours. It is becoming more
common behaviour among children.
Often boys are using pornography as
a sex education handbook which is an

absolute disaster for girls. Boys have
said things like, “Pornography lodges
itself into your brain like a parasite”.
One teen said that, “pornography conditioned in me appetites that I didn’t previously have”. Boys are being corrupted
too because they can no longer see girls
as whole women deserving of respect. It
also affects their friendships. They don’t
know how to relate to girls as friends
anymore and everything is overlaid with
overt-sexualised messaging.
One of the other concerns I have
about pornography is the way that it is
now mainstreamed into our society. You
no longer have to go to the back blocks
of Canberra’s sex industry to get porn.
You just need to walk into my local corner store, or a 7 Eleven or a McDonald’s
fuel zone. And I am not just talking
about your average pornography. You
can also find (and I have) pornography
that promotes sex with little girls, rape
and incest. A colleague of mine, Julie
Gale from Kids Free 2B Kids, discovered
30 titles in three Melbourne stores that
were all illegal and no one had done anything about it. They depict girls as adult
women. The girl may be technically 18
but she is posed and stylised with all the
signs of childhood. She is surrounded by
soft toys, she has got braces, pigtails, is
wearing a school uniform and she is begging for sex with an older man. This sort
of pornography creates a dangerous
environment for children because it suggests that this is what little girls want. I
want to ask, “Who allowed that and why
haven’t our regulatory bodies and police
done something about it?” We have a
serious problem in this country with a
lack of compliance to classification laws
by porn distributors and a lack of
enforcement by police.
We don’t have to allow this state of
affairs to continue. We need to ask,
“What is this doing in the corner store
at my child’s eye level?” I am part of a
campaign to get porn out of the corner
store. You can go into some McDonald’s
restaurants, which are co-branded with
Fuelzone, and get your fries right next
to pornography which promotes rape,
incest and child sex. Last year we raised
this issue directly with petrol stations.
Julie Gale forwarded them images from
the pornography they were stocking and
asked: “Are these images consistent with
your global image? Is this consistent
with your brand?” BP, Shell and Mobil all
said “No,” and pulled this category of
pornography. So we had an effect there;
but we also want 7-Eleven and
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McDonald’s to do the same. We just
think it’s wrong to give any space to
pornography in the public domain.
Isn’t it a little strange that
McDonald’s makes the claim that it
is family-friendly when it is
sponsoring this sort of material?
Yes, and we demand more from
McDonald’s. We have not had a good
answer yet as to why they think that it’s
okay. What is Ronald McDonald doing,
reading porn magazines? That is my
question.
You have agreed with Germaine
Greer’s comment that “bad girl”
culture is perfectly reflected in the
brutal layout of women’s magazines
or girl’s magazines. How large are
the readerships of these magazines
and what sort of influence do they
have on the rising generation of
young women?
The readerships are massive and
growing. I am especially concerned with
the very limited stereotypical views
about women that are portrayed in
these magazines. Again you see this
“bad girl” culture. You see girl celebrities
who are out of control. What message
does this send to girls? Well, we have a
fair idea because we know from a survey
in the UK that 63% of girls said that
their preferred career was to be a
celebrity posing nude or semi-nude, or
to be lap dancers and strippers. This is
what they wanted to do when they grew
up. The way that celebrities are depicted
in these magazines suggests that this is
somehow worthy of attention. Paris
Hilton has done nothing good in the
world and yet she is held up for girls as a
role model to which they should aspire.
Maybe 30 or 40 years ago many girls
aspired to be nurses and teachers.
What happened?
I hate to tell you this, but nurses and
teachers are down at the bottom of the
list today. Girlfriend is a lifestyle bible
for girls and yet it depicts very demeaning messages to girls. In their magazines
they have mobile phone wall papers for
girls to decorate their phones with that
say things like, “I’m a good girl trapped
in the body of a slut” or, “Drunk and gorgeous (D&G)”. However, it is not gorgeous to be drunk. Girls are sexually
assaulted when they are drunk and terrible things happen to them as a result
of drink-spiking and binge-drinking.
Again, we see this type of behaviour

world

being played out at schoolies’ week each
year, where girls are taken advantage of
and find themselves unintentionally
pregnant or having acquired an STD.
Dolly magazine, which is for even
younger readers aged between 10 to 13,
had a feature which depicted three sexual acts that a boyfriend might encourage a girl to perform. Now, bearing in
mind the ages of the readership of Dolly,
you would have thought that the editors
might have said, “Call the police; tell
your mother; get out of this relation-

In a UK survey 63% of
girls said that their preferred career was to be a
celebrity posing nude or
semi-nude, or to be lap
dancers and strippers.

ship; run for the hills, and get away from
this.” Instead, what Dolly did was give a
clinical description of each sexual act
and told girls how to do it. Where is the
information about it being a crime?
These are very young girls. Yet the magazines that they look to for help and
guidance are training them in how to be
service stations for boys. As far as Dolly
is concerned, that is their role in life; to
act like little prostitutes, although most
are unpaid in providing these sexual
favours for boys. I believe these magazines have acted in socially irresponsible
ways and should take a lot of the blame
for the damage that is being inflicted on
girls.
Girlfriend states that it has a “love
your body” policy. They say they want
girls to love themselves as they are and
to respect their bodies. However, they
also admit that they photo-shop the
images of every woman in their magazine, including their own staff. You can’t
have it both ways; it’s total hypocrisy.
Girls have a right to know that.
Is there any consistent value system
that is underlying these particular
magazines? For example, is there a
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driving philosophy behind a
magazine like Cosmopolitan?
The driving philosophy seems to be
that women should have at least as many
sexual exploits as men. I remember one
quote from Cosmopolitan that said something like, “You cannot consider yourself
a mature woman and have a single bed”.
The magazines promote the philosophy
that girls should behave in all sorts of
outrageous ways and that this is somehow good for them. However, we know
that it is not good for them, that it is
demeaning, and that it makes them feel
bad and hate themselves.
Again, they seem to portray a one
dimensional view of women. What
about a few stories of women who are
doing some amazing things in this
world? Instead of all the pictures of
women posing and not doing very
much, getting dream jobs, the dream
house and maybe the dream man, how
about some stories on women who are
changing the world? For instance, what
about stories on people like Dr
Catherine Hamlin, whom I had the privilege to meet recently, and her work in
the fistula hospital in Africa? What
about young girls who work in slums
and provide medical care and education
to the poorest of the poor? These are the
kind of role models that would be more
helpful to girls rather than out-of-control celebrities. Girls are far more significant than those limited, homogenised
messages suggest about their place in
the world.
What are some of the research
findings at the moment about the
impact of women reading women’s
magazines over the longer term?
The research indicates that readers of
these magazines tend not to be happy
with themselves. They feel bad about
themselves and inadequate. They feel
that they should immediately go on a
diet and change their wardrobe. They
feel that they can’t live up to this standard model of womanhood as depicted
in women’s magazines. The research
shows that women’s magazines are actually bad for women’s health. The point
that gets missed here is that these
women’s magazines rely on advertising
revenue and therefore there is a vested
interest in making women feel bad
about themselves. If they made women
feel good, then they wouldn’t need the
products. Obviously, magazines stand to
lose a lot of revenue if they change their
approach to women.

pornified
What advice would you give to
women about the practical ways to
resist the spirit of the age with
respect to their own sexualisation
and objectification?
First, resist the culture, don’t buy
into it. Don’t buy into it for your children’s sake. I am getting more teenage
girls coming to me and saying, “How can
I help my mother? My mother has got
problems and my mother hates herself.
My mother weighs herself on the scales
fifty times a day. My mother limits my
food intake and my mother makes me
work out at the gym obsessively”.
Mothers need to know, and the
research validates this, that girls take
their cues from their mother. If the
mother doesn’t like herself very much,
then the girl won’t either. In fact, to give
you an example, recently a girl told me
that her mother bought her an end-ofyear ball dress which was a size 10 and
the girl is a size 14. The mother said,
“You will get into this by the end of the
year”. So, I feel like we have missed a
generation of mothers with this message. We are getting it out to the girls,
but it seems as though their mothers are
struggling. I want to say to mothers,
“Don’t buy into the culture; don’t get the
Botox; don’t get the breast implants and
recognise your own value and worth. If
you say damaging things about how you
feel about yourself and your attitude
towards food, then your daughter will be
picking that up.” Mothers need to be
very careful about that. That’s my advice
at a personal level.
However, I think women should act
politically as well. Go into a clothing
store and say, “I am not going to buy
from your store because you are only
providing children with a very limited
clothing range with sexual slogans. I
can’t find clothes that work for my
daughter in your store, and I am going
to tell all my friends about it too.”
Corporations certainly know the
power of women’s networks and word of
mouth. They know that for every complaint they receive there are 500 people
who wanted to complain but didn’t.
Make complaints, go into the video
store and say, “I don’t like the fact that
your porn videos are placed besides the
children’s section or placed beside the
top 10 where children are going to be
looking”. There are so many ways that
we can complain. Go into the service
station and say, “I am not going to buy
my petrol from your service station
because I am confronted every time I

world

come in here with porn magazines at
children’s eye level. That is an imposition on me and an imposition on my
child. I am going to go to another service
station.”
The final course of action is to call
upon our regulatory bodies and state

Women’s magazines rely
on advertising revenue,
so there is a vested
interest in making
women feel bad about
themselves.
and federal governments to do more.
Self-regulation hasn’t worked. It has
failed dismally. The other approach to
take with regulators is to point out the
hypocrisy and double standards in public advertising. For instance, why is it

wrong for a man to put up a pin-up
image of a semi-naked or naked woman
in his office space, but our advertisers
and marketers are free to fill our public
spaces with giant images of sexualized
depictions of women and we have to
put up with it? Since we all have to
inhabit this space, it’s appropriate that
we take up our democratic rights and
say that we have to live here too. The
research is on our side. We are not
prudes, and we just want to have a
healthy environment for our children
and for ourselves.
So, take it up with your local MPs.
Ask them what they are going to do to
address this toxic culture in which we
are trying to raise our children. Press
them to explain how they are going to
make the Advertising Standards Board
work properly. Ask, “What are we going
to do to make sure our Classification
Board doesn’t allow illegal pornography
promoting rape of children in our corner stores? What are our federal and
state governments going to do to
address these issues?” I think this
should be as hot a topic as anything else
in an election year. Tell your MPs that
you are not going to vote for them
unless they are going to do something
ap
positive about it.
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The best sex
Research shows our bodies are wired to operate best with one partner for life.

Dr Patricia Weerakoon and Kamal Weerakoon

W

hen it comes to sexual
behaviour, most people
today assume that biblical, Christian sexual
ethics are at best outdated and irrelevant, and at worst repressive and harmful. At best, we Christians are wellintentioned but old-fashioned prudes,
who need to learn how to lighten up and
enjoy life. At worst, we’re legalistic,
repressed, hypocritical killjoys who
spend all our time trying to stop everyone from having a good time. If we told
someone that the Bible’s guidance on
sexual behaviour is actually good and
healthy for everyone everywhere – not
just for Christians – we’d have to wait
patiently for five minutes for them to
stop laughing.
But this is precisely what recent secular sexual research has demonstrated.
Biology, psychology and sociology all
support the fact that biblical sex is good
and healthy.
The biblical pattern, in summary, is
that sex is a good aspect of our created
humanity, to be enjoyed together by one
man and one woman, who have
promised to be with each other for life –
that is, lifelong, heterosexual, monogamous marriage. Secular research has
increasingly demonstrated that both
individuals and societies – Christian or
not – who follow these principles tend
to be healthy, happy, and wholesome,
while those who don’t, tend to be unful-

Recreational sex reduces
sexual partners to toys:
after we finish playing
with each other, we
throw each other away.
filled, sick, and miserable.
Helen Fisher, and her research team
at Rutgers University in New Jersey, US,
tracked the different chemicals that
operate in the human brain during sexual activity. She discovered that sexual
activity goes through three different
phases: desire, love, and attachment.
This indicates that our bodies are wired
to operate best with one sexual partner
for life.
Desire is a general appetite for sex –
what we might call arousal, or “sex
drive”. It is caused by the hormone
testosterone operating on the limbic
lobe of the brain. Sexual desire makes
people do crazy things, so we sometimes
think that all sexual desire is intrinsically sinful and “dirty”. On the contrary,
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such desire is a good gift from God. In
Genesis 1:28, God blessed humanity and
commanded us to “be fruitful and multiply” – that is, have children, which
involves sex. But God did not stop with
the command; he constructed our bodies in such a way that fulfilling his commands would be a pleasure, not a burden. Sexual intercourse takes a lot of
time and energy – as much energy as a
kilometre’s brisk walk. It can be awkward and messy. If we didn’t have sex
drive, we wouldn’t bother. With sexual
desire, it’s a pleasure – the kind of pleasure that Song of Songs celebrates.

M

ost people think that sexual
desire is uncontrollable, or at
least that it’s not healthy to try and control it. In contrast, recent research by
Erick Jannsen and his team at the
Kinsey Institute has shown that our
brains are hard-wired to control our sexual response. His research has shown
that our sexual response is controlled by
two separate centres in the brain: one
centre promotes sexual excitement; the
other reduces it. Jannsen compares
them to the pedals of a car. You speed
up a car by pressing the accelerator –
that’s like the excitation centre. The
inhibitor centre is like the brake. You
slow down a car by easing off the accelerator, or by stomping on the brake. So,
sexual self-control is actually possible (1
Cor. 9:25; Gal. 5:23; Titus 1:8; 2 Pet.
1:6). God wired it into us.
Jannsen’s research suggests that we
can train the two centres to respond differently, through regulating what we
feed into our brain. If we feed our brains
with pornography, prostitution, and
fringe sexual practices, we will become
more and more dependent upon them,
and will respond less and less to our
spouse. If, in contrast, we fill our mind
with our spouse – by spending time with
them, doing fun and exciting things
with them, and communicating with
them – and deliberately avoid pornogra-

p o r n i f i e d
phy, prostitution, and fringe sexual
practices, then we will be more and more
attracted to our spouse, and less and
less attracted to the other things. We
will have trained our accelerator and
brake to operate in favour of our spouse,
and against other forms of sexual desire.
Or, to put it another way, we must
renew our minds (Rom. 12:2; Gal. 5:1617; Eph. 4:17-24). “Whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable, if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy, think about
such things” (Phil. 4:8); “Set your minds
on things above, not on earthly things”
(Col. 3:2).

w o r l d

son, we get so deeply connected with
them, that we want to stay with them.
This is the third phase of sexual activity:
attachment. Sexual activity releases the
hormones oxytocin and prolactin in our
brains. Biologists call these the “cuddle
hormones”: they make us feel a deep
union with the person we’re having sex
with. So, the more sex we have with
someone, the closer we bond emotionally with them.

S

o far, we have only discussed sexual
desire. Such desire is not focused on
one person. It can be satisfied by anything – sex with your own wife or husband, sex with someone else’s wife or
husband, pornography, etc.
But Helen Fisher’s research shows
that sexual desire is also associated with
different chemicals in our brain, which
move us on to the second phase of sexual activity: love. Falling in love is specific: it is focused on one person. These
intense, romantic feelings are caused by
another hormone, Dopamine, affecting
parts of the brain which neurologists
call the “reward system”. Brain scans
have shown those parts of the brain
lighting up when a person is in love.
Biologists call dopamine the “feel good”
chemical. Whenever we’re with the person we love, or we think about them,
dopamine is produced and sprayed to all
parts of our brain, giving us an emotional high.
Desire and love can be separated, but
should not be. Fisher’s research found
that biologically, they happen together.
Sex was never meant to be merely
“recreational”. Recreational sex is a
recent phenomenon where people have
sex with each other “just for fun”, without any personal commitment. They
don’t even have to know each other’s
names. It reduces sexual partners to
toys: after we finish playing with each
other, we throw each other away. God’s
pattern for sexuality, which is supported
and affirmed by our biological functions, is for sex to be a deeply personal
act which unites people at an emotional
level. They are to become one flesh,
unashamedly naked before each other
(Gen. 2:24-25).
Fisher’s research also shows us that
when we have lots of sex with one per-

The more sex we have
with someone, the
closer we bond
emotionally with them.

So, biologically, we are wired to desire
sex; to fall in love with the person we
desire sex with; and for that love to
develop into a deep attachment. Our
bodies are wired to operate best with
one sexual partner for life.
So far, we haven’t established that
this sexual partner needs to be of the

opposite sex. Everything we’ve said so
far could apply to homosexual sexual
activity. But this ignores the simple,
biological fact that our bodies are wired
to have sex with the opposite gender,
not the same gender. Male and female
sexual organs are compatible – they fit
together, and work together well. When
a man and woman have sex with each
other, they give each other great joy and
pleasure, and they bring new life into
the world. Only heterosexual sex makes
babies.
In contrast, homosexual sexual activity forces the body to do things it
wasn’t designed to do. Therefore, not
only does it prevent new life, it causes
injury and spreads disease. The LesbianGay-Bisexual-Transgender health website itself warns that “anal cancer affects
men and women, but it is the only cancer with a greater prevalence among
men who have sex with men (MSM)
than in the general population. About
35 in every 100,000 MSM develop anal
cancer, compared to less than one in
every 100,000 heterosexual men”.
Our bodies are wired to operate with
one sexual partner, of the opposite gender, for life – which is exactly the biblical
pattern.
So, it’s no surprise that sociological
research shows us that people who live
according to this pattern tend to be
healthy and happy, and people who
break this pattern tend to be unfulfilled
and miserable. People in healthy mar-
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riages have greater life satisfaction, and
lower blood pressure, stress, and depression, than single people. Children growing up in single-mother or grandparentonly families tend to have poorer mental
and physical health than children living
with their two biological parents.
The US Government’s Healthy
Marriage Initiative reports that men,
women and children who are members
of healthy families are, among other
things, emotionally and physically
healthier; less likely to abuse drugs or
alcohol; and have better relationships
with each other. The children are more
likely to succeed academically; the men
are less likely to commit violent crimes;
and the women are less likely to be victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault, or other forms of violence. A
loving marriage makes a person as content as an extra annual income of
$140,000.
In contrast: “family fragmentation
costs US taxpayers at least $112 billion
each and every year, or more than $1 trillion each decade… These costs arise
from increased taxpayer expenditures
for anti-poverty, criminal justice, and
education programs, and through lower
levels of taxes paid by individuals who,
as adults, earn less because of reduced
opportunities as a result of having been
more likely to grow up in poverty… If,
as research suggests is likely, marriage
has additional benefits to children,

world

adults, and communities, and if those
benefits are in areas other than
increased income levels, then the actual
taxpayer costs of divorce and unwed
childbearing are likely much higher.”
One side effect of the recent culture
of “casual” or “recreational” sex among
young people has been a sudden

People in healthy
marriages have greater
life satisfaction, and
lower blood pressure,
stress and depression
than single people.
increase in sexually transmissible infections (“STIs”), including chlamydia, gonorrhoea, HPV, herpes, syphilis and
HIV/AIDS. There were around 70,000
reported cases of STIs in Australia in
2008 – 13% more than in 2007. Three
quarters of known cases occur among
people aged between 15 and 29 years.
That’s frightening, because many of

these STIs have no symptoms, but can
make women infertile. The Australian
government is so concerned that they
ran a national advertising campaign in
2009. You might have seen the billboards, which say “you could have it,
and not even know”.
Biblical, Christian sexual behaviour
is not outdated, repressive or harmful.
It is, in fact, healthy and life-affirming,
because it agrees with the way our good
God designed us as human beings, and
the patterns He teaches us in His Holy
Word. Modern-day sexual behaviours,
which reject these patterns in the name
of “freedom” – actually self-obsessed
irresponsibility – are dangerous and
unhealthy. Secular research proves it.
We can unashamedly make a stand for
biblical, Christian sexual behaviour,
confident that what we say is biblically
true, and good and healthy for everyap
one.
Patricia and Kamal are
mother and son. Kamal is the
minister (technically home
missionary) at St Mary’s
Presbyterian Community
Church, St Mary’s, NSW.
Patricia is the Director of the
Graduate Program in Sexual
Health at the University of
Sydney and a long-term member of St John’s Anglican
Church, Parramatta, NSW.
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Who cares?
It’s time for women – and men – to stand up against sexual exploitation.

Tessa Rossington

O

ur culture consistently
objectifies women and
increasingly
sexualises
childhood. This is well
attested by reports such as the
American Psychologist Association’s
Task Force on the Sexualisation of Girls,
who define sexual objectification as
being “made into a thing for others’ sexual use rather than a person with the
capacity for independent action and
decision making.”
However, you needn’t read reports to
see this phenomenon as it’s all around
you. G-strings for girls, pole dancing
kits produced by toy companies, “North
Pole Dancer” shirts marketed by Supré
to tweens, Barbie magazine encouraging
crushes on older men and Playboy
putting their label on little girls’ lip
gloss, Best & Less selling Tween Push up
Bras. This list took under 30 seconds to
compile and excludes the more extreme
examples. A thorough list would far
exceed the length of this article and
would contain much more distasteful
examples.
Is concern about this topic exclusively for over-protective parents? Or is
it for angry fathers who don’t want their
little girls to grow up? Or for overly conservative women who are uncomfortable with their sexuality? Or, according
to that well-worn cliché, those women
who are just angry at men?

R

epeatedly, women who vocalise
their concern about the sexualisation of women and girls, such as advocate and journalist Melinda Tankard
Reist, are depicted by their opponents as
either right-wing wowsers hung up
about sex, or hard-line feminists who
hate men. The effect of this is to imply
that this issue is important only to a
vocal minority. Yet, shouldn’t it be the
concern of all Christians?
I think obedience to God’s word compels us to care and act. Romans 12:2
appeals to believers to “not be con-

We often have more
emotional investment in
television characters
than in fellow
Christians at church.
formed to this world”. God’s word urges
us to “be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect”.
It’s a painful and challenging task to
analyse how much one is conforming to
the world’s standards and culture. We
live in an age where advertisers get more
of our attention than God’s word; where
we often have more emotional investment in television characters than in fellow Christians at church.
This can affect our ability to discern
the biblical view of sexuality as opposed
to those of marketers or television
script writers. We easily find ourselves
adopting worldly standards without
intending to. We can also make the
opposite mistake. We can react against
our hyper-sexualised culture in a way
that reveals a less than biblical appreciation of our design as sexual beings.
Instead of either of these errors we want
to obey Romans 12:2 and discern the
mind of God.
Christians are stereotypically presented as prudes. This stereotype can
then be used to disqualify any comment
Christian people make on sexuality.
Those espousing the Christian worldview are described as self-righteous
moralists. Are we? Is that what drives
our negative reaction to the pornography in newsagents, the Australian Sex
Party’s policies, ‘Bratz’ dolls, raunchy
music clips and half naked women selling everything from fast food to perfume? Why do we think these things are
wrong?
Biblical authors notice how easily

people’s actions are driven by endless
sexual desire, as if that is completely
normal, and how angry they get when
challenged (1 Pet. 4:3-4). But this casual
way of relating to people actually cheats
others, tearing something precious away
from them (1 Thess. 4:5-6, and 1 Cor.
6:8-10).

H

owever, God’s word also celebrates
sexuality as part of our created
design. Jacob is drawn to Rachel’s
beauty. Esther’s attractiveness is used
for the salvation of God’s people. The
Song of Solomon, with its sometimes
amusing metaphors, describes at great
length the mutual appreciation of
beauty and sexuality between couples.
Sexuality is a significant part of personhood. We are not called to ignore our
sexuality nor are we called to reject
beauty. We are called to understand it
within a wider view of personhood. In 1
Peter 3:3-6, external adornment is
described as less important than internal qualities. When describing salvation
in Galatians 3:26-28, Paul points not to
our gender but our divine adoption
through faith, as our greatest defining
characteristic. Genesis 1:27 reminds us
that it is not our sexuality but our creation in the image of God that lies at the
heart of our identity.
Therefore, when we react against the
objectification of women and sexualisation of children we are reacting to a distortion and devaluing of personhood.
When a scantily clad woman is plastered
on a billboard to sell wine (or beer or
cars or chocolate or razors or…), she is
reduced to an accessory, an object. This
may sound a little melodramatic, but
when it occurs on the scale that we see
in modern culture it is a legitimate concern. Women become objects that we
can assess purely on appearance.
Even as a woman, I often find myself
critiquing and comparing the appearance of woman on billboards. This then
begins to dictate the way I look at
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women passing in the street. Sadly I
think: “That skirt’s not for her” or “I saw
those jeans on the ad and they looked
much better”. The defining trait of
women becomes their body. This overemphasis on our bodies is not in conformity with God’s creation of us in His
image. While God values the body and
will redeem it from the grave, He also
reminds us that we currently dwell in
perishable, weak and natural bodies that
will be raised imperishable, powerful
and spiritual ones (1 Cor. 15:35-55).
Similarly, when we react against the
hyper-sexualisation of our culture we are
reacting to a distortion and devaluing of
God-given sexuality. The creation of sex
as a unifying act of mutual love between
a husband and wife has been part of
God’s design for humanity since our creation (Gen. 2:24). Yet Australian companies are now selling T-shirts saying “It’s
not rape if you yell, SURPRISE”.
Pornography magazines pose adult
women as children with school uniforms
and puppets saying “I’m ready for my
first time”. Teenage girls are conditioned
to think that it’s cool to wear a shirt saying “Porn Star” and that their self worth
is inextricable from how “hot” they are.
Girls’ underwear is marketed as “frisky,
seductive and mysteriously alluring”.
This is not God’s plan for our sexuality. In particular, God does not view
childhood as being for the satisfaction
of perverted sexual fantasies, and He
never intended for our worth to be
derived from conformity to what marketers say is hot.

T

he sexualisation of our culture and
objectification of women is actually
a form of oppression and captivity. One
outworking of our culture is a kind of
sexual slavery that is growing in normality as the “pimp” image is made acceptable. Emblazoned across yet another Tshirt is a pro-sex trafficking slogan, “I
like my women imported”. In contrast,
Luke 4:18 describes Jesus’ care for the
oppressed and captive, and the Gospels
show Jesus’ particular care and concern
for people who are oppressed. This is
reflected in the dignity with which he
treats the “woman who was a sinner”
(presumably a prostitute, Luke 7:37ff)
who comes to Jesus and washes his feet
with her tears. Those who follow Him
resist exploitation and show compassion for those being exploited.
My parallel between today’s objectification and oppression in Jesus’ day is
not to imply that women are always

w o r l d

helpless victims in this hyper-sexualisation. Instead sexualised culture has
become so normal that women and girls
can sometimes be active participants,
even avid proponents. It may surprise
us that some of harshest critics of antiobjectification advocacy are women. But
many women, like myself, don’t appreciate the way hyper-sexualisation and
raunchy culture is devaluing and objectifying us. Many are also concerned about
the way the notion of how to be a true
man is becoming “pornified” – but that
is another, massive topic!
If we are to be Christ-like then it will
involve caring about this issue. Of
course, Christ-likeness is broader than

Christian men need to
show women that they
are on board with them
on this matter and that
it isn’t an “angry
women’s” issue.
this one topic, and it would be a mistake
to so narrowly focus on it that one
ignores other areas of injustice in our
world. But it would be equally a mistake
to ignore this issue entirely and simply
go with the flow of our culture. Instead
we should heed Ephesians 5:11 and
“Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them”.
Therefore, Christians need to take a
stand and fight the normalisation of the
world’s values with the power of critique.
We can critique the culture in conversations with children and teenagers which
will enable them to identify the perversity of the standards that they may have
come to accept as normal. These kinds
of conversations are crucial, because if
they’ve never known anything different
they may not see the degeneracy of it.
Furthermore, one doesn’t need to cut
oneself off from every aspect of our culture in critiquing it. We can read the
magazines our children read and watch
the TV programs our children watch. By
being aware of the ubiquitous nature of
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the sexualised media, we will no longer
assume automatically that children’s
magazines or shows are appropriate in
their content. We can train the next
generation to be discerning thinkers if
we ourselves remain discerning.

A

s a woman, I really feel that
Christian men need to show
women that they are on board with
them on this matter and that it isn’t “an
angry women’s” issue. What a wonderful opportunity to love your sisters in
Christ. Here is an occasion when we can
speak up for the vulnerable and for the
young girls growing up in a hyper-sexualised world that wants to exploit them.
Furthermore, here is a way in which
we need to protect the young men
around us, by teaching them that the
world’s view of women can at times be
shallow and wrong. God’s word compels
us to encourage young men to respect
women. This is the kind of religion that
is “pure and undefiled before God”
according to James 1:27.
Of course, Christians who understand the importance of this issue will
speak out about it as individuals.
However, many people feel their voice is
small and thus lost as they express concern about this subject. Consequently,
they are looking for a vehicle by which
they can amplify their voice.
One such means is the recently
launched group, Collective Shout. This is
a new grassroots campaigns movement
mobilising and equipping individuals
and groups to target corporations,
advertisers, marketers and media which
objectify women and sexualise girls to
sell products and services.
After all, as an isolated incident, it is
not the end of the world if Best ‘n Less
sell push-up bras to eight-year-olds. But
moments like these indicate where our
culture is heading, a culture we can successfully resist. Best ‘n Less removed
those push-up bras within a week of
being named and shamed by Collective
Shout. So, be encouraged and speak out
to protect our culture and our women
and girls from being objectified and sexualised. This is a “good, acceptable and
perfect” thing to do in obedience to the
ap
Lord.
Tessa Rossington, formerly
assistant chaplain at the
University of New England, is
now studying at Moore
College, Sydney.
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God’s women
Sexualising girls reflects a wider confusion about femaleness.

Cathy Tucker

M

elinda Tankard Reist was
guest speaker at PLC
Sydney’s Speech Day
recently. As she spoke
about the sexualisation of girls there
were murmurs of assent through the
large audience. Teachers and parents
nodded as she listed the ways that girls
and teenagers are being pushed earlier
and earlier to define themselves in
overtly sexual ways.
In conversations with parents afterwards, the recurring theme was distress
– that it is so hard to hold back the tide.
Many of the clothes and toys marketed
for little girls are clearly part of the push
to sexualise them. The princesses and
fairies of the past are still popular, but
only with the youngest girls. It is seen
as babyish at five or six to be dressing in
a tiara and puffy sleeved dress. Little
girls used to play dress ups with mum’s
shoes and underwear, but now little
girls have bras and high heels (think
Suri Cruise) as part of their everyday
wardrobe.
In talk-back radio discussion, the vast
majority of callers agree that sometime
in the recent past we stopped encouraging little girls to be little girls. Children
who are not yet teenagers are now
referred to as “tweens”- a demographic
treasure trove for the marketers. These
tweens, aged eight to 12, are now being
pushed faster and faster out of childhood.

of young girls is simply one symptom of
the contemporary confusion over
femaleness generally. As mothers and
grandmothers struggle to work out
what it means to be a woman in this
next decade, then it’s no wonder that little girls are caught up in that confusion.
There are some interesting trends
pulling women in different directions.

It is no longer acceptable to look one’s age.
As a parent of teenagers,
I now feel the pressure
to still look like one.
Many parents are making the decision to speak up. They are contacting
the chain stores which market to children and expressing their displeasure.
They are in some cases refusing to purchase anything from shops which sell
overtly sexualised ranges of clothes for
toddlers and children.
But I suspect that the sexualisation

A

s the baby boomers start to retire
we are hearing the hopeful, strident assertion that 60 is the new 50, 40
is the new 30… Age is simply a social
construct to be railed against.
Admirable sentiment. But fanciful. 40
isn’t the new 30. Recently I took one of
my kids to a dermatologist. In passing I
asked if any of the over the counter antiaging creams actually work. He told me
that yes, retinol can slow it down. But
then he pulled his chair closer and peering into my face, asked me my age. “41,”
I chirpily answered, expecting to hear
how well I looked. He very solemnly
announced that I really should have

Visiting
Ballarat?
Worship with us at Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909
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begun Botox by now. I had the distinct
impression that I had missed the boat. I
feel the pressure to attain “yummy
mummy” status. It is no longer acceptable to look one’s age. As a parent of
teenagers I now feel the pressure to still
look like one.
Without going into gory details, I
have heard the argument that the popularity of the “Brazilian” (the cosmetic
removal of pubic hair) is, disturbingly,
an attempt to recreate a prepubescent
look. So at one end of the spectrum we
have women trying to look like girls and,
at the other end, little girls trying to
look like women. Sigh.

M

others, aunties, grandmothers
and kids’ church teachers need to
think through their relationship with
aging and beauty in order to help the
little girls in their lives negotiate
through these competing pressures.
What do I say about my face or my
body? What do they see me doing,
spending my money and time on? Are
little girls anxious about how big their
behinds are because that’s what they
see us worrying about?
At PLC Sydney, as part of the
Religious Education curriculum, girls
examine the ethics of cosmetic surgery,
and explore what the Bible says about

w o r l d

beauty. Class discussions help the girls
to examine what pressures in media and
marketing might challenge and undermine a healthy body image.
“People judge others by what they
look like, but I (God) judge people by
what’s in their hearts” (1 Sam. 16:7b). “A

In thinking through what
it means to be a woman
in God’s world, we’ll be
better equipped to help
little girls to be little
girls in God’s world.

beautiful woman who acts foolishly is
like a gold ring on the snout of a pig”
(Prov. 11:22). “Charm can be deceiving,
and beauty fades away, but a woman
who honours the Lord deserves to be
praised” (Prov. 31:30).

It’s fabulous to watch the girls developing the skill of being able to step back
and look in on contemporary Australian
culture. For many of them, the idea that
the Bible has such wise and practical
insights is a revelation. For some, there
is a dawning realisation that the God
who made them values them not
because of their outward looks or
achievements. I pray that this may be
the beginning of lives lived to the glory
of God and in the security of knowing
His love and forgiveness.
However, as a 41 year old Christian
woman, I am increasingly susceptible to
fearing the “7 visible signs of aging”
(whatever they are!), and my ears now
prick up whenever Eva Longoria tells me
“you’re worth it”. I didn’t really notice
the ads for anti-aging products even 10
years ago. As the years march on I suspect that aging and the inevitability of
death is what drives not just the yummy
mummy-Botox-50 is the new 40 phenomena, but also the sexualisation of
children.

A

s Christians, the big tide we need to
push back on is the materialist view
that “this is it” – this life is all there is.
As Christians, our belief that Jesus has
won for us our resurrection should make
a difference. Death will come. I will get
old and saggy. Instead of spending an
inordinate amount of time and effort
and angst in pretending I’m not getting
old, maybe I should just get on with living life well.
I am not advocating that we all get
around in sandals and socks and look as
beige and haggard as possible. I am all
for maximising what I’ve still got! But if
this life is just the dress rehearsal then I
won’t be filled with fear as the aging
process reminds me that death is
inevitably coming. Jesus has gone
ahead to prepare a place, so I can live
this life on earth well, knowing that the
best is yet to come.
And, if time is relentlessly marching
on, let’s not rush our little ones through
life. Let’s help them to savour each season rather than rushing ahead. In
thinking through what it means to be a
woman in God’s world, we’ll be better
equipped to help little girls to be little
ap
girls in God’s world.

Cathy Tucker is chaplain to the Junior
School at Presbyterian Ladies’ College,
Sydney. She is a member of Drummoyne
Presbyterian Church in Sydney’s inner west.
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Providential love
20 daily Bible studies in Ruth and Philemon

T

he degrading of sex and the associated
exploitation of women are an appalling blot on
the landscape of our society for which God will
hold us to account. The book of Ruth is a
refreshingly beautiful story of love and purity – and the
blessing that comes from the meticulous obedience to God’s
rules for sexual relationships.
God’s providence is sometimes very hard to fathom.
Things go wrong in our lives that cause us to doubt God’s
promised love and faithfulness, or even to doubt whether
God is there for us at all. In times of testing we are tempted
to take things into our own hands because we’re angry with
God or because we want to be masters of our own destiny.
The story of Ruth helps us to hang in with God during
the bad times. It also helps us to know how to live in a way
that pleases Him when we are tempted to rationalise sinful
behaviour, or to take short-cuts in the hope of precipitating
a quick blessing. It teaches us about love and tenderness
and respect.
Above all, Ruth shows us the eternal significance of
God’s providence. In ordinary people’s lives God is carrying
out His Plan of Salvation, centred on His Son Jesus.
Philemon is another little book that demonstrates the
wonder of God’s providence. A slave/thief on the run gets
involved with a prisoner named Paul who leads him to faith
in Christ and eternal life.
Why do we doubt God’s ability to look after us, to turn
every circumstance to our good? As the answer to Q26 of
the Heidelberg Catechism puts it: “... I have no doubt, but
He will provide me with all things necessary for soul and
body; and further, that He will make whatever evils He
sends upon me in this valley of tears turn out to my
advantage; for He is able to do it, being Almighty God, and
willing, being a faithful Father.” May this month’s Bible
studies help you to walk with purity in God’s ways and to
trust Him with every little detail of your life.
Bruce Christian is a former
Moderator-General of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
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DAY 1
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 1:1-5
THE POINT God’s providence is sometimes very hard to
fathom. Without knowing how the events of her life fitted
into God’s long-term Plan, Naomi’s faith would have been
sorely tested over many years. How she deals with this will be
a good lesson for us.
THE PARTICULARS
• All things are in God’s sovereign hands. We are to see the
famine that led Elimelech and his young family to migrate to
an alien country and culture as part of His providence, His
divine will.
• Elimelech’s name means “My God is King” and Naomi’s
means “Pleasant” – we might expect all to go well for them as

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 1:6-13
THE POINT Orpah and Ruth were in a “no-win” situation.
Although attracted to their mother-in-law with her “foreign”
ways and beliefs, the track record of her God was hardly convincing. Everything was wrong; any relief in Bethlehem was
of no real use to them.
THE PARTICULARS
• With the drought now broken in Judah, and with all her
hopes and dreams shattered in Moab, Naomi’s heart longed
for “home”.
• Ruth and Orpah were Naomi’s only emotional security but
everything seemed stacked against their going back with her:
they could not have been very impressed with Naomi’s God;

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 1:14-18
THE POINT Orpah and Ruth are now faced with a difficult
decision with far-reaching consequences but with little to help
them know which option would be for the best. Orpah was
more influenced by experiences and circumstances; Ruth by
her faith-commitment to the God she had met through the
testimony of Naomi’s life. Ruth was prepared to trust this
God in spite of all that had occurred.
THE PARTICULARS
• Orpah and Ruth had the same facts to go on but made quite
different choices. Trusting God for who He is rather than
being led by personal feelings/experiences will prove to be the
best option.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 1:19-22
THE POINT Although they were a great source of bitterness
to her, Naomi accepted her trials as the active providence of a
sovereign God. She didn’t try to say that they were somehow
“out of His hands” or even that He simply permitted them to
happen as if against His better judgement. She knew that
everything that happened to her was God’s will for her (as
Paul did in 1 Thessalonians 5:18).
THE PARTICULARS
• The Bethlehem townsfolk were surprised to see Naomi coming home with such a different outlook from the one she had
when she left; it would have been hard for her to face their
probing.

18| australian presbyterian March 2010

s t u d y
Sad beginnings.
a family!
• Elimelech’s untimely death would have left Naomi in a vulnerable position, now settled in a foreign land with 2 sons
who would be likely to, and did, marry foreign, non-covenant
wives.
• The death of her 2 sons would have been the end for Naomi.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How do you cope when the God in whom you trust seems to
set His hand against you? Does this fit into your “worldview”?
• Might Naomi have wondered if God was punishing her for
going to Moab? Is adversity necessarily punishment from
God?

No light at the end of the tunnel.
and there was no hope of a brother-in-law to marry to raise up
descendants for Naomi as provided for in Deuteronomy 25:5-6;
• Naomi felt the bitter pain of being despised and rejected by
God. To have no prospects of grandchildren was a terrible disgrace.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What factors would Ruth and Orpah have to take into
account in deciding between going to Judah or staying in
Moab? Have you ever had to make a decision like this? What
things helped you?
• Most people today are loath to believe God is responsible for
disasters in the world. Is this how Naomi thought? (see Is.
45:7)

Your God will be my God.
• Naomi’s life and faith had been a powerful testimony to Ruth
that the Lord can be trusted even when our experience of His
providence might suggest the opposite. Ruth was now willing
to stake her whole life on this conviction.
• Naomi knew that Ruth would be a great help and comfort to
her if she stayed with her, but her prime concern was Ruth’s
welfare.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does your life and testimony inspire others to trust the God
you serve, even in spite of the hardships and adversities they
face? Do you keep trusting God’s Word if things are going
wrong?

The LORD has afflicted me.
• Naomi could see that her given name, “Pleasant” was no
longer appropriate for her situation; better she were called
“Bitter”.
• Naomi has now reached her lowest point: God-forsaken and
disgraced. At this point we are told of the barley harvest
which is about to play a major part in her restoration. God is
so good!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Very few Christians today seem to have the faith of Naomi or
Job or Paul – a faith that sees God in absolute control of ALL
their circumstances, every blessing, every disaster. Do you?
• In hard times, do you look for the “barley harvest beginning”?

c h u r c h
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister,
Clerk or Elder. Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Kormilda College 10.00am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8945 7878.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains Primary School, cnr
Ellerstone Ave & Noorooma St, Isabella
Plains. Worship Service & Sunday School
10.00am. Evening service 6.15pm (light
meal @5:45pm).
Mike Pittman (02) 6292 6772.

new south wales
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am (6.30pm 1st Sunday only.)
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church

14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL
Cr Bendooley & Wingecarribee St. 9.30am.
Kids’ Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Sess. Clrk: Mr Peter Boggs, (02) 4861 3079.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am, 10.30am
& 6.30pm. Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932
(W), (02) 9419 7349 (H). Ass. Rev. Warren
Esdale.
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English 9am & 5pm / Cantonese 10.30am /
Mandarin 9am / Bilingual Service 12noon /
Sunday School 9am & 10:30am / Youth 9am.
Church Office (02) 9331 4459. Rev. David
Tsai (02) 9747 4845 or 0408 5516 606.
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CORNERSTONE
@ Concord: Meets Concord Public School
9.30 am. Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St.
Concord. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 9702 5281
@ North: Meets Eastwood Heights Public
School 9.30am. Lincoln Street, Eastwood.
Rev. C. S. Tang (02) 9688 7880.
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong, Morongla.
Rev. David Stone Ph (02) 6341 2991.

CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Pastor Gordon Peden (02) 4932 0370.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts. 9.00am, 10.30am &
6.30pm. Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Jason Summers (02) 6557 5047
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm 2nd & 4th
Sundays. Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Phone: (02) 4821 3115.
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am and
11am. Chinese language. Rev. P. Tamsett 9760
0900. Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am
P. Magee 9863 3391. Canley Heights: 3 Derria
St. Inquiries 9609 7384. East Parramatta:
Inquiries B. Frost 0433 908 130.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
5.30pm. Rev. Kevin Murray (02) 9580 1425.
KOGARAH
12-16 Derby – 9.30am.
Mr Steve Chong (02) 8012 6837 (H).
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MITTAGONG
Mittagong Presbyterian Community Church.
Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am. Sess Clrk
Mr John Currie, (02) 4872 4293.
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
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Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
MOSS VALE
7 Browley St 9.30am & 6.00pm
Rev. Steve North (02) 4869 4795.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am &
6.00pm. Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am. Surfside: 7.00pm.
Stockton: 10.30am Wednesday.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
Asst: Rev. Jon Nuttall (02) 4928 3410.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Dr Stephen Pym (02) 9460 9637.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAK HILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 10.00am.
1st Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd & Carlisle St.
Service times: 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Rod Mallison (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
SPRINGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
A. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). Rev. Keith Walker (02) 4751 1188 (O).
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am Rev. David Hassan (02) 6765 2865.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
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TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TOUKLEY
Cnr Hargreaves St and Victoria Ave.
9.30am Morning Worship
6.00pm 2nd Sunday Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec.
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 4392 9904.
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. David Yu (02) 9489 3302.
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Session Clerk: Mr J. Grant (02) 4759 1998
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba: Weethalle:
Last Sunday 7.00pm. Contact Mrs Helen C.
Husking, Session Clerk (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. K. Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Ian Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
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BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 10.00am each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9307 6583.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG
Terang: 155 High St.
Camperdown: Cnr Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Session Clerk: T. Fleming (03) 5594 8231.
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Simon Crittle (03) 9833 6007.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
Rev. Phillip Chang (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Brown (03) 9583 2785.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
CRANBOURNE/LYNDHURST
Cranbourne: Cnr Russel & Sladen Sts
10.00am weekly.
Lyndhurst: 214 Westernport Hwy (entry
frm Pyramid Pl) 2.00pm 2nd & 4th Sunday of
Mth. Mod: Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd & McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald
Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans Rd.
& Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Mark Smith (03) 5625 4112.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
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Session Clerk: Mr John Disney 8707 0462.
GEELONG (St. George’s)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St. 10.00am.
Ministers: The Very Rev. Dr Allan Harman (03)
5255 2134. Rev. Peter Wilding (03) 5281 1723.
GEELONG NORTH
60 Victoria St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
Clerk: Mr J. R. Diffen (03) 5264 8080.
GISBORNE (St Andrew’s)
Fisher Street 10.30am & Evening service last
Sunday of month 5.30pm (7.00pm Summer
daylight savings)
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev. David Schultz (03) 5562 7777.
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
HORSHAM
16 Kalkee Road 10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Willem Vandenberg (03) 5382 3735.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Rod Scott (03) 9763 4248.
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
2.00pm. Rev. Stephen Kim 0430 136 155.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 5.30pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
5.15pm (Indonesian Service)
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Simmonds (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Miles Fagan (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am. Tallygaroopna:
Victoria St. 9.30am. Cobram: Cnr High and
Pine Sts. (Anglican Church) 2.30pm.
Rev. Frank Savage (03) 5862 1621.
Yarram: Cnr Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm.
RESERVOIR (St. Andrews)
81 Edwardes St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk 9497 4785.
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 10.30am &
7.30pm (1st Sunday of the month).
H. Missionary – Pastor Steven Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr Jeff Broad (03) 5484 6284.
SEAFORD
(St Barnabas Anglican Church)
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Corner of Park St & Margaret Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
SORRENTO-RYE
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Avenue
11.00am. Rye: Cnr Collingwood & Lyons
Sts. 9.15am. 6.00pm.
Rev. John Brennan (03) 5985 6492
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Cho (03) 9311 1661.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am
1st Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St.
7.00pm (5.00pm June, July, August).
WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am.
Brian Harvey (03) 5966 2309.
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.00am
(Includes Children’s program) & 5.00pm
(in the church hall Princess St).
Office: (03) 5562 2029.
South Warrnambool: MacDonald St. 9.15am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Rev. Ben Johnson (03) 5562 2029.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
1363 Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Dean Carroll (03) 5964 7563.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr Mortiner & Beaudesert Rds.
9:00am & 6:00pm. Rev. Daniel Bigg,
(07) 3277 0010 (O), (07) 3711 5410 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.

ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
122 Ellingham St, Kuraby 9am & 11am.
145 Ann St. 2.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Nicol (07) 5499 1977 (office)
0418 876 634 (mob.)
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Gaius Goh (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek
Rd (cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 8.30am,
10.30am & 6.30pm. Centre: (07) 3398
4333. Ass. Rev. Jens Norved (07) 3396 1185.
Japanese Service 1.30pm. Des Soares (07)
3892 5912.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676.
www.arundel.org.au
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd & Regency
Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Ray Evans (07) 5573 1458.
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5530 5758.
HELENSVALE (Northlinks)
1 Shepparton Road – 9.30am.
Rev. John Evans (07) 5580 1367.
HERVEY BAY
5 Denman’s Camp Road, Scarness. 9.30am
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& 7.00pm. Rev. John Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am. Office:
(07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am
& 7.00pm. Church Office (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 9.00am. Emerald: Cnr Ruby &
Egerton Sts., 11.00am. Mr Mervyn Blake
Phone (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
The Gap High School Auditorium
1048 Waterworks Rd, 9.30am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 2987
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
Rev. Andrew Clarke (07) 4632 8027.
TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
Rev Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 8.30am, 11.00am &
6.30pm. Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232.
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 4771 2460.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823.
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WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 7.45am,
9.30am & 5.45pm. Rev. Esa Hukkinen
(07) 4613 6691, (07) 4633 4188 (O).
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am. Wilston: Macgregor St.
10.15am. Newmarket: Wilmington St.
6.00pm. Rev. Stuart Atkinson (07) 3356 4124

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am. Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9398 1304 Off. (08) 9336 6542
MANDURAH
Cnr Sutton and Gibson St 10:00am
Rev. Paul Bloomfield (08) 9319 0706.
WEST LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
English & Japanese Service 1.00pm.
Rev. Steve Young (08) 9448 8755.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Rev. Kevin Stow (08) 8284 1719. Session
Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
36 Hutchison St. 10.00 am.
Pastor Robert Finster (08) 8391 2270.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Nelson (Vic). Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Damien Carson (08) 8262 7680
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am.
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.

22| australian presbyterian March 2010

WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am. S/Clerk
H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St,
The Glebe. Mount Stuart 10.00am:
Mount Stuart Hall, Byard St, Mount Stuart.
Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 5.30pm.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. H.M. Dan Shepheard (03) 6234 8207.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.30pm. 188 Macquarie St.
(03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am. Glengarry: 9.15am.
Frankford H’way. Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd
Sunday. Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard 9.30am &
6.00pm. Clerk David Turner (03) 6247 7971.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Charlie Kennedy 0400 228 241.
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
50 Auld Kirk Road Sidmouth 10.00am.
Caveside Road Mole Creek 2.00pm.

To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50
$45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99
$55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST
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As it turned out....

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 2:1-3
THE POINT What often appear to us as chance encounters
or coincidental timings are really our sovereign God working
out His purposes.
THE PARTICULARS
• Having been told about the barley harvest (1:22), the reader
is now introduced to Boaz, the man who holds the key to
Ruth’s and Naomi’s future; but the women themselves are yet
to discover him. It is encouraging to know that God is always
a step ahead!
• Ruth is not afraid to go out and work hard to earn her keep.
But nor is she unmindful of her duty toward, or respect for,
Naomi.

• The Hebrew of verse 3b is literally: “Her chance chanced
upon the portion of the field associated with Boaz ...”. Some
call this luck, or Fate, or coincidence; we see it as God’s guiding
hand.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can you own this statement in the Heidelberg Catechism
(Q27) – “Providence is the almighty and ever-present power of
God by which He upholds, as with His hand, heaven and earth
and all creatures, and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain
and drought, fruitful and lean years, food and drink, health
and sickness, prosperity and poverty – all things in fact, come
to us not by chance but from His fatherly hand.”?

Grace and Grind.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 2:4-7
THE POINT Again we see God’s sovereign grace at work as
Boaz arrives on the scene and notices a new woman picking up
scraps in his field which “her chance chanced upon”. (God’s
gracious provision for this to happen is described in Leviticus
19:9-10.) But we also see, going hand in hand with God’s
grace, His elect people, not taking it for granted but working
hard in menial tasks.
THE PARTICULARS
• Boaz was a godly employer who had a genuine concern for
the welfare of his employees and enjoyed a relationship with
them of mutual respect, openly acknowledging the Lord in all
he did.

• Boaz seemed to take a special interest in Ruth from the start.
• Gleaning wasn’t much further up the social ladder than collecting food from garbage bins in the park! But Ruth was prepared to work hard at this menial task so that she and Naomi
could eat.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is there some small influence you could have to make relationships in your workplace, or even your home, more like
Boaz’s?
• What wrong attitudes does our “welfare state” encourage?
How could we change things to make it more like God’s welfare system (eg. “work for the dole”)? What does Ruth teach
us?

Good and faithful servants.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 2:8-13
THE POINT Ruth is to join the select group of Gentile
women, foreigners to God’s Covenant, who are to be part of
the human ancestry of Jesus, the Son of God. If you or I had
walked beside her in the field as she gathered up the “crumbs
that fell from the master’s table” and told her of this, I doubt
she would have believed us. For now, she was happy to be taking refuge under the wings of the God of Israel. What safer or
better place is there to be?
THE PARTICULARS
• Boaz had found out a little bit about Ruth – that she was an
alien from Moab and was connected to Naomi – but it was
enough for him to realise he had a fatherly responsibility to

make sure she was provided for and protected from possible
exploitation.
• Ruth was humbly grateful for his concern and felt unworthy
of it.
• Ruth’s quiet, godly demeanour and her unpretentious devotion and commitment to Naomi had not gone unnoticed by
others.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How do Boaz’s character and actions anticipate God in
Christ?
• What can you learn from Ruth in the way you respond to God’s
gracious work in your life? Are you content and faithful in the
Lord’s humble service, regardless of possible future rewards?

A picture of God.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y

RUTH 2:14-18

THE POINT God uses many different illustrations in His
Word to help us to understand His relationship to us. One is
of a father to His children; another is of a husband/lover to
His wife. Boaz models both of these and we already see the
inner conflict it is causing him! Did others wonder about his
“over-the-top” generosity? But that is how God wants to be
with us, the Bride of Christ!

- he arranged for her protection when she trespassed (15);
- he made her task easier and more rewarding than normal
(16);
- his rewarding of her labours was above and beyond her
needs (14, 17, 18); two household laundry buckets full of
grain after one day’s reaping and threshing would have pleased
a hired worker, and she was only a beggar collecting scraps!
- Ruth shared her blessing with her mother-in-law.

THE PARTICULARS
• Boaz’s treatment of Ruth is a picture of God’s treatment of
us –
- he invited her to share his bread and wine (14);

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you aware of God’s abundant blessing in your life? Do
you notice the gracious, unobtrusive provisions He makes for
you? Have you thanked Him for them? Do you share them?
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Our Kinsman-Redeemer.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 2:19-23
THE POINT This passage introduces us to the term “kinsman-redeemer”, a significant OT concept, spelt out in detail in
Leviticus 25:23-55 and 27:13-33, and has the idea of money
being paid on behalf of a close relative to buy back (redeem)
what was rightfully his but had been “lost” through poverty or
other misfortune. The two parts of the term, “kinsman” and
“redeemer”, cannot be separated, and we therefore can’t help
but recognise its applicability to Boaz’s future descendant,
Jesus Christ. In these events God is declaring His intention to
send His only Son to become one of us (our Kinsman) and
give His life as ransom for our sin (our Redeemer). Naomi’s
faith in Boaz is looking beyond him to his God.

THE PARTICULARS
• Perhaps for the first time Naomi was beginning to see light
at the end of the tunnel. The barley harvest, Ruth meeting
Boaz their kinsman-redeemer, his kindness and generosity,
the prospect of a marriage for Ruth that would change everything ... Naomi seeing her prayers being answered at last ...
hang in there, girl!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• The story of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz was part of Israel’s treasured history for 3 generations before David became her great
king, and for another 1,000 years before Jesus was born. God
is faithful.

“Will you take this woman...”.

DAY 1 0
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 3:1-5
THE POINT Over the centuries, mankind (& womankind)
have devised many schemes to instigate marriage – some subtle, some not so subtle. There was nothing subtle about
Naomi’s plan for Ruth. It was obvious to all concerned that
Ruth was requesting marriage, and in the most forceful way
possible! God had already shown by His amazing providence
that this was the next logical step and was part of His sovereign will – so there was no point now in letting things take
their own course. It was time for action. We might be embarrassed by Ruth’s throwing herself at Boaz like this but how
would we feel if, because of his age (v.10) and kindly nature,
he was content to keep on in the “father” role only?

THE PARTICULARS
• Naomi obviously tried to sound a bit off-handed in the way
she introduced her plan to Ruth, but soon made her intentions clear.
• Ruth, an alien, had confidence in Naomi’s understanding of
the customs of the Lord’s people, and that Boaz would act
wisely.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is it inconsistent for a Christian to say, “I believe God is sovereign and I trust Him fully with every detail of my life” and
yet to “seize the day” when the opportunity arises as Naomi
did?

Risk yourself for God.

DAY 1 1
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 3:6-11
THE POINT There was an element of risk in Naomi’s plan;
there always is when we step out in faith. In the secluded end
of the barn Boaz could have misunderstood Ruth’s motives
and taken advantage of her or turned against her and accused
her of sexual harassment. Or, if Ruth was seen coming or
going, rumours could have been spread. However, the risks
were minimised by Ruth’s acknowledged impeccable character
and Boaz’s proven track record (2:22). We are not surprised to
see the plan succeed perfectly.
THE PARTICULARS
• Ruth put to the test her faith in Naomi, or rather, Naomi’s
God.

• God was faithful in His role by giving Boaz a nudge (8).
• What we’ve suspected all along is now clear: Boaz was not
only deeply concerned for Ruth’s welfare, he was head-overheels in love with her, and is relieved to find she too is with
him.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you prepared to take risks for God in order to receive His
blessing? Does the quality of your daily walk with Him help
you to take such risks with impunity?
• Ruth’s main desire was for “salvation” through her kinsmanredeemer. Have you asked Jesus to cover you with His garment?

The fruit of the Spirit.

DAY 1 2
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y

RUTH 3:12-18

THE POINT Boaz’s character is really put to the test here.
He is aware of another more eligible kinsman-redeemer so he
can do nothing in respect to Ruth until he has given him the
opportunity for “first refusal”. He cannot let Ruth leave until
it is light enough for her to go home in safety, but he must act
honourably towards her in the darkness and seclusion until
then. She must leave early enough for there to be no possibility of gossip. Boaz passes the test with flying colours, showing
again his Christ-likeness.
THE PARTICULARS
• It is a helpful exercise to check out Boaz’s character and
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behaviour against the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians
5:22-23. Look for specific examples of love (ie real 1
Corinthians 13:4-8 love), joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. How might you
have scored in this test?
• Even in these stressful circumstances, Boaz did not allow the
uninvited guest to go home empty-handed.
• Naomi knew human nature well enough to be sure that
things would move fairly fast from this point on.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Which parts of the fruit of the Spirit give you the most trouble?

b i b l e
DAY 1 3
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 4:1-6
THE POINT At every point in this story Boaz’s godly character shines out like a beacon. Here we see it in contrast with
the other eligible kinsman-redeemer. Boaz always puts the
needs and the happiness of Ruth ahead of his own; his rival is
motivated by self-interest. Again, Boaz gives us a picture of
our Kinsman-Redeemer who “though He was rich, yet for
[our] sakes became poor, so that [we] through His poverty
might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
THE PARTICULARS
• Boaz’s arranging for the 10 elders to be present as witnesses
in accordance with the requirements of Deuteronomy 25:7-10
was a sign of his confidence that his rival for Ruth would

DAY 1 4
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 4:7-10
THE POINT A number of pivotal events in the history of
God’s saving purposes sadly involve a person who puts selfinterest ahead of God’s covenant requirements thus losing the
blessing he should have received. Among the many examples
are Esau and Saul. The man who could have married Ruth is
another example.
THE PARTICULARS
• Boaz’s rival performed the formal symbolic action to forfeit
his right to marry Ruth and obtain Elimelech’s inheritance,
thus becoming “The Family of the Unsandaled” (Deut. 25:10).
• Boaz’s decision to have the elders present as witnesses paid
off and he was covered against the possible accusation (even

DAY 1 5
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 4:11-12
THE POINT Here we see all the people and the elders, not
only witnessing the sealing of a beautiful covenant relationship, but seeking God’s richest blessing upon it – and they do
this in harmony with His established covenant dealings with
His people from of old.
THE PARTICULARS
• Names mentioned in the witnesses’ prayer for Boaz and Ruth
as examples of the kind of blessing they sought for them
included –
- Rachel and Leah; Leah (mother of Judah) because she was
in the Messianic line through David (to Jesus), but Rachel
mentioned first because she more closely fits Ruth’s case as

DAY 1 6
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 4:13-15
THE POINT Jesus’ birth, life, cross and resurrection epitomise the true pattern of God’s providence: suffering is part of
the preparation for joy and blessing (cf 1 Peter 5:10). We see
this same pattern here.
THE PARTICULARS
• The Sovereign Lord had guided and directed every detail of
their lives to this pinnacle where Boaz took Ruth to be his
wife. The same sovereign Lord enabled Ruth to conceive and
bear a son.
• The birth of this son was Naomi’s “salvation”. Without him
her life seemed to be (in her culture) without sense or purpose; because of him even her past trials and struggles now

s t u d y
Christ loved the Church.
decline. It would prevent possible criticism that he had
jumped the queue.
• Initially, in fairness, Boaz presented the offer in the best possible light, so much so that the rival accepted! What a disaster!
• However, when faced with the prospect of having to marry a
second-hand foreigner as part of the deal the other man
realised, “I might endanger my own estate”. He put his own
needs first.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• As well as Boaz’s fatherly concern for Ruth’s welfare he loved
her passionately. Jesus is also passionate about His Church.

Forfeited blessing.
post-humously when David became King) of shady dealing re
Ruth.
• In fulfilling the levirate law Boaz not only ensured
Elimelech’s “resurrection” through offspring, he also maintained the eternal God’s Plan that would ultimately produce
the One who would make resurrection to eternal life an unambiguous reality.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Have you ever been in danger of losing God’s ultimate blessing in the interests of satisfying a short-term personal longing?
• God is resolutely committed to His Plan of salvation. Are
you?

May the Lord bless you.
the more humble and needy recipient of God’s grace and
mercy;
- Ephrathah/Bethlehem because it anticipates the birthplace
of David (and Jesus);
- Perez, Tamar and Judah because their part in the Messianic
line is similar to that of Ruth (Tamar was a foreigner who bore
Perez under the levirate arrangement (Genesis 38).
• Bearing witness to God’s grace and seeking blessing for others in prayer are very commendable activities for our involvement.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How much and how often do you ask God to bless others?

To you is born... a Saviour!.
had meaning.
• Naomi’s friends recognised the significance of what was happening, saw the Lord’s hand clearly in it, and therefore praised
Him and looked for some future significance in this boy’s life.
• “Seven” signifies completeness; to have 7 sons would be a
clear sign of God’s approval. Naomi, the one whose life till
now had indicated only disfavour and rejection, is, because of
Ruth’s love and loyalty, seen to be even more blessed than a
mother of 7 sons!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• At times when you really struggle with God’s providence in
your life, do you praise Him for Jesus, your KinsmanRedeemer?
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DAY 1 7
THE PASSAGE
RUTH 4:16-22
THE POINT These last 7 verses bring the whole story of
Ruth together, explaining how God’s perplexing providence in
one person’s life becomes a key piece in the big picture of
God’s saving purposes for lost humanity. It helps us to see
that God is still in control – that He still uses ordinary, faithful
people, in the midst of the difficulties and trials of their life,
to carry out His sovereign will.
THE PARTICULARS
• Little Obed was the key to understanding all Naomi’s struggles.
• Obed (“Servant”) is yet to play his faithful role as a vital link
in the chain of salvation history. That’s all we know about

DAY 1 8
THE PASSAGE
PHILEMON 1:1-7
THE POINT Paul is faced with a delicate task. A slave has
escaped from his master, Philemon, (probably with property),
has met Paul in the prison in Rome and has become a
Christian. Obviously Paul should send the slave back, but he
must be sure that Philemon will accept this forgiven sinner
with genuine Christian grace. He therefore sends this positive, tactful letter with him.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul, imprisoned in Rome for openly proclaiming the Gospel,
sees himself as a “prisoner of Christ Jesus”, ie, not because
he’s done anything wrong, but as part of God’s providence for
him.

DAY 1 9
THE PASSAGE
PHILEMON 1:8-16
THE POINT Paul understands Philemon’s legal rights in
regard to the run-away slave/thief – Onesimus could be executed. But he wants him to see that kingdom values are different, involving the new concepts of forgiveness, unity, equality, mutual support, etc.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul tries to maintain a sensitive, tactful balance: as
Philemon’s spiritual father he could demand obedience in the
Lord; but he chooses instead to appeal to Christ’s love in him
for a spontaneous decision to treat Onesimus as a true brother
in Christ.
• Paul’s grounds for his appeal include:

DAY 2 0
THE PASSAGE
PHILEMON 1:17-25
THE POINT Paul wants all those who share with him in the
work of the Gospel to recognise and be aware of their responsibilities to each other and to the whole fellowship of believers.
THE PARTICULARS
• As in his letters generally, Paul adopts an encouraging positive approach to achieve his aim in preference to being adversarial.
• Paul tactfully appeals to Philemon’s better nature, while at
the same time reminding him gently of his obligations in the
Lord, and being prepared to go the second mile himself if necessary.
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Naomi has a (grand) son!.
him!
• Naomi doesn’t know the full story, but she does know that
her grandson’s father, Boaz, is a descendant of Perez, the levirate-produced son of Judah to whom a great promise had been
given: “The sceptre will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s
staff from between His feet, until He comes to whom it
belongs and the obedience of the nations is His.” (Gen. 49:10).
That was enough.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does the story of Ruth help you cope with any unfinished
jig-saw puzzles in your own experience of God’s providence?
• What does this story tell us is Jesus’ place in human history?

Sharing our faith.
• Philemon and fellow believers met together as a housechurch.
• Paul had a deep and ongoing, prayerful concern for the various church groups that were planted during his missionary
travels.
• Paul was grateful to God, and greatly encouraged, whenever
he heard of converts growing in faith and in love for each
other.
• Paul saw evangelistic activity and zeal as an important part
of a Christian’s life, leading to better understanding of God’s
ways.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you encouraged by regular contact with other believers?

No running away from God.
- Compassion: his age and circumstances prevent him from
doing anything; he needs Philemon to be sympathetic in this
matter;
- Fellowship: Onesimus is now a brother, not just a slave;
- Fairness: Paul is making a sacrifice sending Onesimus back,
and Philemon really “owes” him a useful helper anyway;
• Paul uses humour (Onesimus means “useful”) to argue his
case.
• Providentially, God has turned a bad situation to a good
result.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you see God’s hand at work even in adverse circumstances?

Mutual responsibility.
• Paul is very personally and emotionally involved in this matter.
• Paul sees all his work for Christ as an ongoing partnership
with others, not afraid to express his dependence on them,
and keeping all the team members in contact with each other.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you always careful to be tactful in dealing with others?
• Is there a need in the Church today to re-emphasise our
responsibilities to the Body of Christ? Do we tend to be too
off-handed about our commitment to Church? How much
does western society’s self-centredness influence our community in Christ?
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news
Presbyterians honoured

T
wo Presbyterian women were
awarded the Medal of the Order of
Australia (OAM) in the 2010 Australia
Day honours list.
Ms Audrey Myrtle Cummins of
Springwood, NSW, was given the award
for service to the community as a church
organist and musical director. Mrs
Cummins has served as music
director/organist and member of St
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Manly, for 43 years. She also organises
Pleasant
Sunday
Afternoon
Concerts, and has served as relief
organist, Springwood Presbyterian
Church, since 2000.
Mrs Elizabeth Gae (Betty) Hamill
of Tyalgum, NSW, was given the award
for service to the community of the
Murwillumbah region through a range
of social welfare and service
organisations. These include Meals on
Wheels Association, Terranora
Tweed Presbyterian Church plus
assisting with Kids Church and youth
activities. Mrs Hamill is also a member
of Tyalgum District Charity Sports
and a teacher of religious education,
Tyalgum and Chillingham Schools.

Haiti’s earthquake was caused by
Haitians’ pact with the devil.
Proceeds were said to be going to the
American Red Cross. “After an exclusive deal with the devil, we are finally
able to bring black magic into your very
own home!” the item’s description
states.
“Ever wanted to cause Pat Robertson
a massive headache? Give him back
pain? Jab him in the crotch?” the entry
states. “Of course you have! Well then
BID NOW to own your very own physical representation of the dark, dark soul
of Pat Robertson.”
The doll was removed by ebay, but
another doll was then listed, with proceeds going to Doctors Without
Borders.
Ekklesia

300 Nigerians killed

T
wo pastors and 46 other Christians
have been confirmed killed in the out-

Muslims monitor hatred

break of violence in January in Nigeria,
according to the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN). In the
Muslim/Christian clash, triggered when
Muslim youths attacked a Catholic
church, 10 church buildings were
burned and 27 Christians are still missing, CAN officials said.
Police estimate over 300 lives were
lost in the clash. The Pentecostal
Fellowship of Nigeria accused the soldiers of “watching Muslim youths
shooting Christians and burning places
without any efforts to stop them”.

A

Pakistani girl tortured

moderate Muslim research institute
focusing on interfaith issues in
Indonesia reported 35 cases of government violations of religious freedom –
including 28 against Christians – and 93
instances of community intolerance of
churches in 2009. The Wahid Institute
issued a year-end report of violations.
The overall figure of 128 cases of violations of religious freedom by government or society in 2009 represents a
drop from the 2008 figure of 234 cases,
according to the Wahid Institute.
Compass Direct

Voodoo attack on evangelist

T
he soul of American televangelist
Pat Robertson was offered for sale at
online auction site ebay in the form of a
Voodoo doll after Robertson brought
condemnation from church leaders and
even the White House for saying that

A
daring protest and a high-profile
funeral in Pakistan in January for a 12year-old Christian girl who died from
torture and malnourishment has cast a
rare spotlight on abuse of the Christian
poor in Pakistan. In an uncommon challenge in the predominantly Muslim
nation, the Christian parents of Shazia
Bashir Masih protested the unresponsiveness of police to the alleged violence
against their daughter by Muslim attorney Chaudhary Muhammad Naeem
and his family and his attempt to buy
their silence after her death.
The house servant died on January
22 after working for eight months in
Naeem’s house. An initial medical report
indicated she died gradually from blows
from a blunt instrument, wounds from a
sharp-edged weapon, misuse of medicines and malnourishment.

Pope helped Jews: Benedict

P
ope Benedict XVI has denied accusations that the Vatican failed to help
Europe’s Jews murdered during World
War II. In a historic visit to Rome’s main
synagogue on January 17, the Pope said
the Vatican “provided assistance, often
in a hidden and discreet way” to Jews at
the time.
He apologised, however, for the
Church’s role in anti-Semitism and
expressed regret that many had
remained “indifferent”.
“But many, including Italian
Catholics, sustained by their faith and
by Christian teaching, reacted with
courage, often at risk of their lives,
opening their arms to assist the Jewish
fugitives who were being hunted down,
and earning perennial gratitude. The
Apostolic See itself provided assistance, often in a hidden and discreet
way.”
Earlier in the visit, the president of
Rome’s Jewish community, Riccardo
Pacifici, had remarked that “the silence
of Pius XII before the Shoah [Holocaust]
still hurts because something should
have been done”.
Christian Today

Scots in new union

T

he Scottish Episcopal Church,
Methodist Church and the United
Reformed Church in Scotland have
entered into a new covenant with one
another. The partnership was sealed by
the denominational leaders at a special
service at St Ninian’s Episcopal
Cathedral, Perth.
The covenant reflects the work being
undertaken jointly by the churches
already in areas like training and mission development. They will also share
their resources, education and development opportunities for clergy and congregations.

Ruling against Turks

A
European court on Tuesday has
ordered Turkey to remove the religious
affiliation section from citizens’ identification cards, calling the practice a violation of human rights. Religious
minorities and in particular Christian
converts in Turkey have faced discrimination because of the mandatory religion declaration on their identification
cards, which was enforced until 2006.
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Since then, citizens are allowed to
leave the “Religion” section of their
IDs blank. The February 2 ruling by
the European Court of Human
Rights “is a good thing,” said Zekai
Tanyar, president of the Turkish
Protestant Alliance, citing prejudices against Christian converts.
“[Religion on the ID] can cost people
their jobs,” he said.

Vale Donald Wiseman

P

rofessor Donald Wiseman, OBE
DLit FBA FKC FSA, who played a vital
role in the early development of
Tyndale House and Tyndale
Fellowship and made a massive contribution to that publisher’s work, in biblical scholarship, and to the study of the
ancient Near East, passed away on
February 2.
Colleague Alan Millard said his
passing marked the end of an era in the
story of Tyndale House and the Tyndale
Fellowship. He said Wiseman was a
great enthusiast and encourager of others, in Britain and abroad.
“He chaired the Tyndale Old
Testament Study Group from 1951 to
1981, taking time and trouble to find
young scholars whom he could introduce to the group so that they would
know there were others who could support them in their often lonely
research,” Millard said.
“The Bible is a product of the ancient
Near East, so he recognised that it
should be read and assessed in the light
of knowledge about that world. With
that in mind, aware of the value of the
archaeological contexts of ancient artifacts, he set up the Tyndale Biblical
Archaeology Study Group in 1958,
which, although not functioning regularly in recent years, brought together
linguists and archaeologists to evaluate
and apply new and old discoveries to
biblical studies.”
Assist

Ryken to lead Wheaton

W
heaton College has announced
that Philip Ryken, pastor of Tenth
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia,
will become the next president of the
college.
Ryken graduated from Wheaton in
1988, and received his M.Div. from
Westminster Theological Seminary
in 1992 and his doctorate in historical
theology from Oxford in 1995. He
became a pastor at Tenth Presbyterian
Church in 1995 and became the senior
pastor in 2000 after James Boice died.
He and his wife Elisabeth have five children.
Most of his books address faith and
the Christian life, such as Art for God’s
Sake, The Doctrines of Grace, and Exodus:
Saved for God’s Glory. Ryken’s father
Leland Ryken is an English professor
at Wheaton.

Trouble looms in Kenya

A

constitutional battle to expand the
scope of Islamic courts in Kenya
threatens to ignite religious tensions at
a time when authorities are on high
alert against Muslim extremists with
ties to Somalia. Constitutional provisions for Islamic or Kadhis’ courts have
existed in Kenya since 1963, with their
jurisdiction limited to the coastal
province, but in a hotly debated draft
constitution they would expand across
the nation and their scope would
increase.
The proposed constitution has gathered enough momentum that 23 leaders
of churches and Christian organisations
released a statement on February 1
asserting their opposition to any inclusion of such religious courts.

Burma election fears

A
s Burma’s military junta gears up for
its first parliamentary election in two
Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church • 621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: John Stasse
Phone: (03) 9931 1546
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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decades this year, observers fear attacks
on the Christian minority could intensify. Mungpi Suangtak, assistant editor of a New Delhi-based news agency
run by exiled Burmese journalists, the
Mizzima News, said the Burmese junta
has “one of the world’s worst human
rights records” and will “definitely”
attack religious and ethnic minorities
more forcefully in the run-up to the election.
The military regime, officially known
as the State Peace and Development
Council, pledged to hold the election
this year, and analysts believe polls will
be held after July.

Be better Christians: Kirk

T

he Moderator of the General
Assembly of the Church of Scotland
has called on Kirk members to find ways
of being better Christians, rather than
avoiding things such as chocolate, alcohol or cigarettes during Lent.
The Rt Rev. Bill Hewitt says the
sacrifice of time and talents in service
encourages people to re-order their lives
and would be much more beneficial than
just giving up things for the 40-day
period which recalls Jesus’ sojourn in
the wilderness
“This Lent I’m calling on Kirk members to take something up, rather than
give something up,” the Kirk Moderator
declared.
Ekklesia

Pubs legal in Bhutan

B

ars, pubs and discos have become
legal in Bhutan – a cause of concern for
the older generation – but construction
of worship buildings other than
Buddhist or Hindu temples is still prohibited. The prohibition remains in
force even though Christians abide by
Bhutan’s codes of conduct, speaking the
Dzongkha language as well as the
Nepali language at church gatherings,

n e w s
and wearing the national dress.
The National Assembly of Bhutan
banned the practice of non-Buddhist
and non-Hindu religions through edicts
in 1969 and in 1979. But Christians do
meet for Sunday worship, with attendance of more than 100 Christians in an
underground church not unusual.
Compass Direct

Fears for Chinese leader

S
ince mid-December, 2009, ominous
rumors have circulated about Chinese
church leader Gao Zhisheng, hinting
that he has died after brutal torture in
prison. However, according to
ChinaAid and Voice of the Martyrs,
no reports have been confirmed, and
the Chinese government continues to
refuse comment on his condition and
whereabouts.
Last month, after searching out the
policeman who originally detained Gao
Zhisheng back in February 2009, Gao’s
brother Zhiyi was told that Attorney
Gao allegedly “went missing while out
on a walk” on September 25. The agencies say this is the first time a Chinese
government official has hinted that they
no longer have Gao Zhisheng in their
custody, leading ChinaAid to believe
Gao’s condition has taken a turn for the
worse.
Assist

Atheism goes to town

Ibuses,
nspired by a promotion on London
advertising atheism on public
transport has now “gone global”, with
Australian atheists launching a campaign on Melbourne buses reading
“Atheism – celebrate reason”.
According to David Nicholls, president of the Atheist Foundation of
Australia, the Australian promotion
follows similar ones in England, Canada,
the USA, Spain and Italy, financed by
donations from local atheists.
“When we first floated the idea,” said
Nicholls, “we were not sure how much
support we would receive. To our pleasure, we were overwhelmed with offers
and now have enough pledges to fund a
significant advertising campaign in
Victoria.”
“We’re not selling anything,” says
Nicholls. “We just want people to think
about their beliefs, and consider that
the fulfilment that many find in faith
can also be gained by celebrating reason.”

Abortion decision praised

T
he Australian Christian Lobby
has welcomed the Australian
Government’s confirmation that it will
retain the essential elements of a pregnancy helpline designed to reduce the
number of abortions in Australia.
ACL spokeswoman Michelle Pearse
said that while it was regrettable that
counsellors would now refer women to
abortion clinics, women would continue
to be provided with a range of choices
other than abortion.
“It is vital that women with unsupported or unintended pregnancies are
given a full range of choices including
keeping the baby and adoption so they
don’t feel that abortion is the only
choice,” Mrs Pearse said. “It is vital that
women be given counselling independent of that offered by abortion clinics
and that they are not pressured in any
way at a time when their circumstances
are very challenging.

German leader resigns

F

acing charges for drunken driving,
Bishop Margot Kaessmann, leader of
the mainline Protestant Churches in
Germany, has stepped down from her
office. She is also resigning as Bishop of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Hanover.
Police in Hanover stopped the 51year-old theologian on the evening of
February 20 for jumping a red traffic
light near her residence. A blood test
revealed a high alcohol level, which
classified her as “unfit to drive”. She
faces criminal charges, which could
result in a fine or even a prison sentence.
Kaessmann is penitent: “I am deeply
shocked for making such a bad mistake.
I am aware how irresponsible and dangerous drink driving is.” The mother of
four daughters, who was divorced in
2007, has long been a leading figure in
the ecumenical movement.

Church faces protest

H

undreds of Muslims from outside
the area where a 600-member church
meets in West Java staged a protest
there to call for its closure last month.
Demonstrators from 16 Islamic organisations, including the hard-line Islamic
Defenders Front, gathered on
February 15 to demand a stop to all
activities by the Galilea Protestant

Church in the Galaxy area of Bekasi
City.
The Rev. M. Tetelepta, pastor of the
church, told Compass Direct that the
church has had the required consent of
local residents and official permission to
worship since its inception in 1992. He
said he was sure that 95 percent of the
protestors were not local people.

Christians flee Iraq

H
undreds of Christian families are
leaving Mosul, Iraq each day to escape a
concerted campaign of violence and
intimidation.
Syrian
Catholic
Archbishop
Basil
Casmoussa
presided on February 25 at a funeral for
three family members who were the latest victims of execution-style murder.
Chaldean Catholic Bishop Emil
Nona fears that “Mosul will be emptied
completely of Christians;” he will visit
Baghdad to plead for help from the
national government in establishing
some minimal security for the city’s religious minority. Archbishop Louis
Sako of Kirkuk plans a demonstration
calling the attention of international
leaders to the “massacre of Iraqi
Christians.”
Catholic Culture

Mt Evelyn
Presbyterian Church
is looking for a minister/pastor
We are a Presbyterian church
in Victoria with 45-50 people
and 4 elders.
A pastor is sought for preaching,
teaching and building up of the
saints in the Grace of God.
We have been blessed by a
10 year ministry where Christ
crucified and His power has
been proclaimed.
Full time or part time can be
considered.
Mt Evelyn is an outer eastern
suburb of Melbourne.
Contact Peter Fairbanks
on 0438 870 412 or at
p.fair@optusnet.com.au
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Rebuild Haiti, bankers told
By Ethan Cole

W
all Street executives are being
called upon to donate a tenth of their
bonuses this year to help rebuild Haiti.
The US-based Church World Service is
mobilising Americans to sign the CWS
Facebook Cause page, tweet about the
campaign and use the Internet to spread
the campaign message: “Tell corporate
CEOs that to whom much is given, much
is expected. Please tithe your bonuses to
Haiti!”
“More Wall Street bankers and
traders this year are expected to receive
massive bonuses than last year, despite
public outrage over the industry’s seeming impunity to its own role in the economic meltdown,” said CWS executive
director and CEO, Rev. John L.
McCullough.
Most of Haiti’s capital, Port-auPrince, was destroyed during the
January 12 earthquake that killed more
than 100,000 people and left hundreds
of thousands more homeless. In the
days following the disaster, both
Christian and secular leaders called for
the cancellation of Haiti’s foreign debt.
Haiti, the poorest country in the
western hemisphere, was already struggling economically before the quake hit.
Many leaders fear that the country will
be unable to rebuild if it must also pay
its debts.
Former US President Bill Clinton,
United Nations special envoy for Haiti,

appealed to global business leaders at
the recent World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, to help the country
rebuild. Clinton said the country needs
“cash more than anything else” at the
moment, but will also need long-term
investment.
Christian Post

Young urged to resist
By Jonathan Luxmoore

E

cumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos
I, a spiritual leader who represents
Eastern Orthodox Christianity, has
urged young Christians to resist secularisation in Europe in a message to an ecumenical meeting that was greeted by
global and regional leaders.
“After the fall of the Berlin Wall,
Europe no longer recognises the place
for Christianity that history dedicated
to it – it is as if Christianity were being
expelled from the history of Europe,”
said Bartholomeos I, the Istanbul-based
Ecumenical
Patriarch
of
Constantinople.
The Patriarch made his appeal in a
message sent to a five-day European
Youth Meeting, organised by France’s
ecumenical Taizé Community in
Poznan, Poland.
“We wish to recall here that the identity of Europe is primarily Christian and
cannot be considered without this
legacy,” he said.
“The secularisation of Europe here
takes the form of a rejection of the God
of history. Nonetheless, the mobilisation of Christians throughout Europe is
an important initiative recalling the
Christian roots of this continent, its
identity and its values.”
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Bartholomeos noted the emergence
of “golden calves” marked by a tendency
to sacrifice “justice, equality and freedom on the altar of consumerism”.
A Taizé Community statement said
that more than 30,000 young
Europeans turned out for the New Year
meeting, the 32nd since 1978.
The Anglican Archbishop of
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, in his
message to the gathering said humanity
had been “defaced and injured by false
ideas of wealth, by false ideas of security, by false ideas of freedom”.
Russian Orthodox Patriarch
Kirill I said Europe’s future will depend
on young people’s readiness to promote
“justice, Christian morality and the idea
of the common good”.
Ekklesia

Paul meant heteros: bishop
By Eric Young

W
hen the Apostle Paul wrote of the
“perversion” of men and women who
committed “indecent acts” with those of
the same sex, he was talking about people he understood to be heterosexuals
engaging in same-sex acts, according to
The Episcopal Church’s first activelygay bishop.
“It never occurred to anyone in
ancient times that a certain minority of
us would be born being affectionatelyoriented to people of the same sex,”
Bishop V Gene Robinson said last
week.
“So it did seem like against their
nature to be doing so,” he added, referring to the exchange of “natural relations for unnatural ones” by men and
women, as Paul recorded in Romans
1:26-27.
Robinson, whose consecration in
2003 has strained relations between
The Episcopal Church and the wider
Anglican Communion, was responding to a question posed by a reporter for
conservative CNSNews.com following a
press conference in Washington.
“We have to understand that the
notion of a homosexual sexual orientation is a notion that’s only about 125
years old,” he said before asserting that
Paul’s admonition was to heterosexuals
and not homosexuals.
As for the question about whether
“faithful monogamous lifelong-intentioned relationships between people of
the same sex” is right, Robinson
asserted that the Bible “simply does not
address that”, though theological con-

n e w s
servatives would fiercely argue otherwise.
Christian Today

Muslims take to the buses

O

ne of Britain’s oldest established
Muslim communities has launched a
national doorstep and publicity campaign on London’s buses featuring
Islamic principles of peace, which is
aimed at countering extremism. The
campaign follows bus campaigns by
Christian and atheist groups.
John Denham, Secretary of State
for
Communities
and
Local
Government, and Shahid Malik MP, a
minister in the same department, have
both expressed support for the campaign
by the Ahmadiyya Muslim community.
The initiative was launched with a
message of “loyalty, freedom and
peace”on 100 buses in Central London in
January. Ahmadi Muslims say they will
be personally calling on nearly three million households and presenting people
with a leaflet that highlights Islam’s
commitment to “fundamental values of
loyalty, freedom, equality, respect and
peace”.
The nationwide grassroots campaign
seeks to change the perception of Islam

“by clarifying its true teachings and
emphasising the need for these to be put
in practice by all Muslims”.
This drive to promote peace has been
repeatedly emphasised by the worldwide leader of the Ahmadiyya Muslim
community, Hadhrat Mirza Masroor
Ahmad, who said: “A true Muslim can
never raise his voice in hatred against
his fellow citizens, nor for that matter
against the ruling authority or government of the time... he should remain
loyal and fully abide by the laws of the
land of which he is a subject.”
The campaign comes after a survey
by an independent agency found that a
quarter of respondents described Islam
as the “worst religion” on earth.

Faith ‘calms’ Obama
By Jennifer Riley

U
S President Barack Obama has
said faith keeps him calm in pressing
times.
On the eve of Martin Luther King
Jr Day, Obama spoke to nearly 300 people gathered at the Vermont Avenue
Baptist Church – founded by former
slaves in 1866 – in Washington DC,
about King who inspired his generation
and those after him to advocate for civil

Pioneers Presbyterian Church
Cheltenham

PCA Ministries –
South Australia
Did you know?
Mike Wharton (PresData Services) is
offering Australian PCA Churches
website and email hosting for
$135.00 (plus GST) per year?
1 Gig Storage
20 email accounts
unlimited redirects
2 Gig Bandwidth per month
24x7 FTP access
You can have your site hosted and
manage the site yourself using direct
FTP access. You create your site –
you control the site.
Website development is also
available... ask for a quote.
For more information contact:
Mike Wharton
Phone: (03) 9580 5940
Email: mwharton@pcvic.org.au
Website: presdata.com.au

rights, especially racial equality.
Obama, the first African-American
US president, called King and those who
worked with him in the civil rights
movement the “Moses generation”. He
called on attendees, whom he called the
“Joshua generation”, to return to basics
as the country faces the challenges of a
“new age”.
Throughout the speech, Obama
encouraged those present to be optimistic even in hard times and to see
progress, no matter how small. The
president said he learned from King to
depend on faith when faced with opposition and in difficult situations.
“He (King) had faith that God would
make a way out of no way,” Obama said.
“Folks ask me sometimes, ‘Why do you
look so calm?’”
“I have a confession to make,” he said.
“There are times when I am not so calm.
There are times when progress seems
too slow. There are times when the
words spoken about me hurt. There are
times when the barbs sting. There are
times when it feels like all these efforts
are for nothing, that change is so
painfully slow in coming and I have to
confront my own doubt. During those
times it is faith that keeps me calm.”
Christian Today

We urgently need
help in South Australia
There’s an urgent need for Ministers, Home
Missionaries or other suitably qualified
people to come here and preach the Gospel
as well as care for the flock in this part of
God’s Kingdom. There is a particular need
in a large regional city with a diverse background and a projected growth to exceed
100,000 in the next 20 years.
Do you think you would meet the criteria?
Do you revel in the challenge of
proclaiming Christ?
Is a regional city your preferred choice of
locale?
If this is you then you may be the person
we’re looking for!
The person we envisage for this challenge
would need to meet the requirements of
PCA Ministries (copy available on request)
and would ideally have some form of additional income available as funds are limited.
We’re looking forward to hearing of your
interest in this challenge for the Kingdom.
Contact: Rev. Kevin Stow
jeanflynnpcsa@hotmail.com
or
Phone: (08) 8284 1719

Outreach Worker
Wanted
Cheltenham is an established congregation
(150 years) in a bayside suburb of Melbourne.
The congregation is a mix of old and young,
and is seeking to grow numerically as well as
spiritually. It has excellent facilities after
extensive renovations.
We are seeking someone to do the work of an
evangelist, to train and encourage others in
this, to build on the already existing contacts
and ministries as well as establishing and
conducting other means of outreach.
He will need be of reformed convictions, be a
capable communicator and organiser, be a
team player, be experienced with good
references and able to serve in a conservative
but developing context.
This is a positive opportunity for a ministry
worker, a new graduate, an experienced “lay”
person or someone who prefers collegiate
ministry. Ordained ministers are also
welcome to apply.
For further information please contact
the minister:
Rev. David A Brown
P.O. Box 2815 Cheltenham 3192
Ph. 03 9583 2785
Email: dar.brown5@gmail.com
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Presbyterian, thanks
Not only our name but our church system has strong biblical foundation.

Wayne Richards

T

here has been a recent call in
The Briefing, a monthly journal, to rethink Presbyterian
polity. Author Steve Cree
invites us to consider that the current
accepted presbyterian structure may be
biblically incorrect.
He suggests that the Presbyterian
definition of the office of elder is too
narrow, especially as it leaves out those
who serve and fellow workers so often
mentioned in Paul’s letters. He challenges the accepted idea that scriptural
references to “overseer” (bishop) and
“elder” (presbyter) are interchangeable
(as Paul does in Titus 1:5, 7 and Acts
20:17, 28).
Instead, Cree suggests that Paul
means “elder” to reflect a broad generic
term used in Scripture to encompass all
of the local church leadership team,
regardless of function. This leaves “overseer” and “deacon” as the delineated
roles described at the beginning of 1
Timothy 3. It is said these are both
elders, together with qualifying fellow
workers.
Cree then argues that 1 Timothy 5:17
reverses the traditional understanding
that all elders ought to be “able to teach”.
Under
this
structure
the
preacher/teachers are the “overseers”
regardless of any other function undertaken, like deacon or fellow worker, and
all these categories become the leadership team of elders. The new proposition
is silent on gender.
However, it is not obvious that 1
Timothy 5:17 proves that only some
elders teach and others don’t. Rather, as
Matthew Henry says: “Observe, the presbytery ruled, and the same that ruled
were those who laboured in the word and
doctrine; they had not one to preach to
them and another to rule them but the
work was done by one and the same person. Some have imagined that by the
‘elders that rule well’ the apostle means
lay-elders who were employed in ruling
but not in teaching, who were concerned

A plain reading of
I Timothy 5:17 reinforces
that all elders are to be
competent to both teach
and rule.
in church-government but did not meddle with the administration of the word.”
He goes on to offer “This is the plainest
text of scripture that can be found to
countenance such an opinion.” A plain
reading of I Timothy 5:17 reinforces that
all elders are to be competent to both
teach and rule.
Nevertheless, there may be some
valuable “management” (other than theological) observations derived from this
new view. The classic business misjudgement is to confuse structure for strategy
(or blame it for under-performance). The
assumption is “if we change the structure the strategy outcomes are more
likely to be achieved.”

W

hile it can be true that bad structure can inhibit good execution of
strategy the reverse is rarely the case. It
is the right people doing the right things
in the right way which actually makes
stuff happen – usually within any type of
structure, in any endeavour. In business
a number of different structures can
achieve exactly the same outcome. In the
commercial world structure (government) is important, but it is not the
strategy driver.
Effective flexibility usually happens
within the structure, not by ignoring it.
It is the struggling manager who primarily focuses on changing structure to get
the job done – often because it is the easier thing to do than the actual tougher
thing that needs doing. It’s often the
most visible yet unnecessary change. In
industry the structure is frequently
formed to support the type of activities
and the make up of the team. Blaming
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structure for things not going as well as
they ought is an old business chestnut
disproved long ago. Furthermore, it is
inconsistent to argue that a fixed structure cannot best support a fixed gospel
mission imperative.
The accepted Presbyterian system
and understanding of New Testament
church structure ought not, and does
not, inhibit good execution of ministry
strategy in seeking to achieve our common gospel mission. All the imperative
missional activities can happen without
harming the orthodox Presbyterian
understanding and application of local
church government. It is only a problem
when the structure becomes the focus
and an end in itself.
Continuing the business metaphor; a
board can second anybody it chooses to
help and advise it. Likewise, a session of
elders can invite any fellow worker to
attend meetings or parts of meetings
regularly (albeit without gaining formal
duties or responsibilities of an elder).
Many ministers and local churches
have the runs on the board in terms of
“making the system work”. It is not a
new theology of church government that
is needed to help make it work.
If the new view were to prevail, then
logically we ought not be emphasising
presbyters but overseers as the foundation of presbyterian polity. This would
mean that we have been calling our system of church government the wrong
thing for 500 years. There is no need for
a new “Overseerterian” Denomination,
nor a relabelling of Presbyterianism. If a
formal change was adopted along these
lines it should be expected that the term
“elder” would be superfluous and eventually disappear, as it has in the
ap
Episcopal system.
Wayne Richards is general
manager of the Presbyterian
Church of NSW.

l e t t e r s

letters
Augustine the creationist

A
lister McGrath’s article about
Augustine (AP, February) de-emphasised Augustine's young earth beliefs.
Augustine took Genesis literally. He
affirmed a recent date for creation
(about 5600 BC, using the Septuagint
chronology), the historicity of Adam
and Eve as our first ancestors, the factualness of the events in the Garden of
Eden, and a worldwide flood.
Augustine’s doctrine of creation was
complex and developed over time. He
earlier theorised (in The City of God) that
creation was instant, and included
“pregnant ideas” embedded in creation,
some of which came to fruition afterwards. But he never taught, as McGrath
suggested, some kind of evolutionary
process whereby one species changed
into another kind.
Augustine’s early view of an “instant
creation” was based on an error in the
Latin translation of Sirach 18:1. He
thought this concept was in line with
Scripture and used it to oppose the
pagan philosophers of his day who
believed the earth was more or less eternal. (See the article on Augustine by
Prof Benno Zuiddam, a specialist in
early church history.)
Augustine’s later work was on the
necessity of taking Genesis literally.
Abandoning his earlier allegorical exegesis, he returns to a literal understanding
of the text.
To focus on Augustine’s early symbolic use of “day”, and his difficult philosophical doctrine of developing ideas, is
to take his remarks out of context. His
instant creation, young earth, and
immediate formation of Adam and Eve
rule out support for the theistic evolution over long ages McGrath supports.
Rev. Frank Savage,
Numurkah, NSW

A challenge of love

Ihomosexuality
refer to your material concerning
which dominated the
October 2009 issue. While agreeing
with the main thrust of the material, I
would report that for some Christians,
this matter has become more than mere
theory for everyone else’s benefit. We
in Canberra live in a society where the
Territory Government has established a
system of civil partnerships, together
with a legal union ceremony, all this
being hailed as socially progressive.
The question remains, how do
Christians respond to this situation, or
more particularly, how do Christians
react when homosexuals, so identified,
come to church, as has actually
occurred.
While the Bible informs us that the
practice of homosexuality is unacceptable to God, it does not say homosexuals, i.e. the people, are unacceptable to
God. Indeed homosexuals have the same
standing before God as anyone else, for
all have sinned (Rom. 3:23). It is no
defence to claim that my sins are not as
bad as yours. Furthermore, God commends His love to us in that while we
were yet sinners, i.e. non-conformists to
God’s standards, Christ died for us
(Rom. 5:8).
Jesus came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance (Mark 2:17).
How important it is for the church to
identify with sinners rather than the
righteous and this needs to be very
prominent in teaching and proclamation. If the Presbyterian Church of
Australia has lost its love of sinners, it is
no more than a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal (1 Cor. 13:1); and remedial measures are urgently required.
William J. Fraser,
Duffy, ACT

East, West, home’s best

Do you think Simon Barrow is a good
writer? Does anyone read his articles?

Does anyone know exactly what he is
saying? Both the articles in July and
December contain phrases and sentences that one must really think upon
to understand what he means. What is
“primal anger”? Is first or early anger,
better or worse or different to later
anger? What are “aesthetic moments of
grace”? Or what does the statement
“Our modern intellectual problems with
Trinitarian language are largely a function of the naive literalness of our rationality, signalled by our imperviousness
to the metaphoric register that alone
points toward the unspeakably real.”
mean?
It’s been said that good writing must
be direct, simple, brief, vigorous, and
lucid and that you should never use a
complex or obscure word where a simple
one will do. This standard makes Simon
Barrow’s writing of little worth. When
preachers preach in the same style the
people remain in ignorance and the
pews are empty. When theologians do
so there cannot be but absolute confusion in the Church. Is that Mr Barrow’s
intention?
The
articles
written
by
Australians, especially the editor’s, are
far superior to this intellectual twaddle
from Ekklesia, a British Christian thinktank.
P.S. But not the editor’s interviews.
Perhaps it is me, but interviews imitating the etertainment world just do not
appeal to me, although I concede that
some useful information does come out
of it.
Neil Cadman,
Norman Park, Qld

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au
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prayer

31 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Virginia-Banyo charge (2 congregations) northern Brisbane with about
80 c&a, 25 yf and 5 e.

March 2010

April 2010

21 Cornerstone special charge, Glebe,
Hobart with about 130 c&a (communicants and adherents), 35 yf (younger
folk – Sunday School and Youth ) and
7 e (elders). David and Ruth Jones.
22 Richard Lee and Dianne as they begin
ministry in Wee Waa charge NW
NSW with about 80 c&a, 30 yf and 6
e; and pray for the Interim
Moderator, preachers and filling of
the vacancy in Mudgee.
23 Mowbraytown-Norman Park home
mission station (1 congregation),
Brisbane’s inner south with about 30
c&a, 3 yf and 2 e. Richard and
Lynette Vaughan.
24 The NSW-based Timothy Partnership
– an Anglican and Presbyterian cooperative project – providing distance
training for Christian workers.
25 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
South East Mallee Patrol charge Vic.
comprising Pyramid Hill, Wycheproof
and Boort – with about 80 c&a, 20 yf
and 4 e.
26 Griffith charge NSW Riverina with
about 95 c&a, 20 yf and 5 e. Peter
and Anna Gobbo.
27 WINGS (Women In Gospel Sharing)
Conference today and tomorrow at
Coffs Coast Conference centre,
Bnville NSW nrt coast Maxine Cook,
main speaker.
28 Gladesville charge Sydney with about
70 c&a, 12 yf and 8 e. Conrad and
Susan Hor-Kwong.
29 Presbytery of Kilnoorat, western Vic.
– 6 charges totalling 13 congregations
with about 850 c&a and 20 yf, 1
school principal. Ian Leach clerk.
30 The Presbyterian Theological College,
Box Hill, Melbourne as it seeks a new
Principal to commence in 2011.

1

Pray for the Moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Whyalla home
mission station, north of Adelaide
with about 40 c&a, 9 yf and 3 e.
2 Praise God that His Son made full
atonement once for all for every sin of
His people and pray that this message
will be powerfully proclaimed today.
3 Weipa (CapeYork) home mission station North Qld ministering among
indigenous people. Ron and Jean
Lyons.
4 Give glory to God for the new and living hope we have through Christ’s
resurrection, and beseech God that
many who seldom attend worship
may realize this today.
5 Pray for the Wednesday services and
Thursday lunch studies at Scots
Melbourne. Douglas Robertson and
Richard O’Brien.
6 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Cootamundra charge, southern NSW
with about 100 c&a, 60 yf and the e .
7 Jason and Renee Budden mp (missions
partners – the Australian Presbyterian
World Mission) workers from Dalby,
Qld in Madrid, Spain with WEC
International involved in drug and
alcohol rehabilitation.
8 Industrial chaplains ministering to
people in their places of employment.
9 Bruce and Jan Gorton early in their
ministry in Argyle charge NSW comprising Goulburn, Taralga, Crookwell
and Tuena with about 100 c&a, 7 yf
and 8 e; and pray for the Interim
Moderator, preachers and filling of
the vacancy in Albury.
10 Camp for Preachers‚ Kids Year 7 and
over at Camp Drewe, Lennox head,
far north NSW the next seven days.
11 Presbytery of Moree, NW NSW – 3

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

charges 4 home mission stations and
1 PIM patrol totalling 12 congregations with about 680 c&a, 175 yf, 1
retired minister. Elizabeth Style clerk.
Sutherland-Engadine charge (2 congregations), southern Sydney with
about 100 c&a, 60 yf and 12 e.
Andrew and Doneale Clausen.
Carol Whipp mp worker from
Somerville,Vic. in Wolverhampton,
England with WEC International now
involved in administrative and pastoral work with Neighbours Worldwide
after many years working among
Indian people in Fiji, India and the UK.
Pray that God will guide in the finding of full-time lecturers in Bible
Studies and Ministry and Practice at
the Presbyterian Theological Centre,
Burwood, Sydney.
Rick and Kayleen Manton mp workers
from Carinda, Vic. in western Sydney
with the Presbyterian Church
involved in koorie ministry.
Stephen and Hanli Jonker beginning
work in the Roseville-Lindfield-Killara
charge (1 congregation) northern
Sydney assisting Graham Spence with
about 75 c&a, 15 yf and 3 e, and pray
for the Interim Moderator, preachers
and filling of the vacancy in the
Middle Clarece charge, far northern
NSW.
Drs Patrick and Jennie Fung mp
workers from Sydney Chinese Pres.
Church in OMF HQ, Singapore where
he is the General Director.
East Maitland charge near Newcastle
NSW (3 congregations including also
Raymond Terrace and Beresfield)
with about 120 c&a, 8 yf and 8 e.
Gordon Peden.
Presbytery of Penola, SA – 3 charges
totalling 9 congregations with about
380 c&a, 50 yf. Brian Johnson clerk.
MACH 10 Conference motivating and
equiping Christians to reach out to
Muslims. Mike Wilson. Dr Patrick
Sookhdeo main speaker.
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books
Heroes
Iain H. Murray
Banner of Truth Trust, 2009.
Reviewed by Greg Goswell

W

e are again in debt to Iain Murray
who has done so much to popularise church history and especially historical biography to the Christian reading public. He avoids the pitfall of turning any of his heroes into faultless superheroes, but also rejects the modern
trend in biography to focus on the subject’s failings.
Though he has already written a biography of Jonathan Edwards (1988),
Murray returns to Edwards, noting the
balance in his preaching. Edwards regularly preached on sin and judgment, but
he also placed extraordinary emphasis
on the love of God in many passages of
great beauty in his sermons.
Murray draws several pertinent
lessons from the life of John Newton,
one being that his own experience led
him to view the growth of Christian
character as a gradual process so that
unwise Calvinistic preaching to those
not ready for the “solid meat” of these
scriptural truths often does more harm
than good. Thomas Charles of Bala
(Wales) is only known to most people as
the minister who supplied Mary Jones
with her Welsh Bible. As with other
lesser known figures, there will be on the
last day a resurrection of reputations as
well as a resurrection of bodies (Murray
quoting a Puritan saying).
Murray tells the amazing story of
what God did on the island of Madeira
through the Gospel labours of William
Hewitson and Robert Kalley. There is
also a lengthy chapter on Charles Colcock
Jones and his wife Mary, missionaries to
the negroes of Georgia in the years preceding the Civil War. This of necessity
requires him to wrestle with the issue of
Jones himself being an owner of slaves.
Finally, he assesses C.H. Spurgeon as an
evangelist. Spurgeon, like the others in
this book, was Christ-centred, full of
faith in God and love for sinners, and
above all sought the glory of God.
Greg Goswell lectures at the Presbyterian
Theological College, Victoria.

The Prodigal God
Timothy Keller
Hodder & Stoughton, 2008.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

L

uke 15 tells of three parables of lostness – a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a
lost son. Pastors – naturally enough, I
suppose – tend to concentrate on the
younger son who is obviously lost in
selfish and wild living until he comes
to his senses. Tim Keller, a
Presbyterian pastor in Manhattan,
New York, differs, and draws our
attention to the older brother who is
lost in his self-righteousness. Keller is
not afraid to put the knife in: “The
first sign you have an elder-brother
spirit is that when your life doesn’t go
as you want, you aren’t just sorrowful
but deeply angry and bitter.” The
elder brother was not willing to pay
the debt of the younger brother who
had squandered his inheritance, but
Christians have an Elder Brother who
did pay the debt in full.
There is more than one way to be
lost. Unrighteousness slays its tens of
thousands these days, but so does
self-righteousness. As Keller says: “If
our churches aren’t appealing to
younger brothers, they must be more
full of elder brothers than we’d like to
think.” This is a provocative, stimulating, challenging and powerful presentation of the gospel of grace.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.
Reaching Forward
From a Rich Heritage to a Certain
Goal – The Presbyterian Church of
Victoria, 1859-2009
Allan and Mairi Harman
Melbourne: PCV, 2009.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

I

n 2009 the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria celebrated its official 150th
birthday. The area around what later
became Melbourne was originally settled without government approval, but
by 1840 there were about 10,000 people living there, and about four million sheep. The first two Presbyterian
ministers to preach there were Rev.
James Clow in December 1837 and
Rev. James Forbes in January 1838.

Forbes appealed to Scotland for evangelical men who were married and who
could ride a horse. Depression followed
in the 1840s but the 1850s saw the gold
rushes. By 1859 the Presbyterian Church
of Victoria was formed with six presbyteries, the dominant influence being the
Free Presbyterian Synod.
Until union – or disjunction – in
1977, the PCV was the largest state
church in the PCA. However, theological times had changed, and John
Gillies, who taught at the Theological
Hall from 1928 to 1938, can be
regarded as the last conservative on
faculty until after union. By 1977 the
PCV, like so much of the PCA, was
firmly committed to following the
trends of the day, wherever they led.
Allan and Mairi Harman trace the
story of the PCV simply, warmly, faithfully, and without the irritating triumphalism that one often finds in official church histories. Much was done,
much has been lost, much has been
regained. This is not just a history to
interest Presbyterians in Victoria. This
will encourage all readers. Pray that
God will give the increase.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.
Reach Out for Him: Knowing the
Unknown God
Gary Benfold
Day One, 2006.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his 36-page booklet, most attractively and appropriately illustrated,
is based on Paul’s speech to the
Athenians as recorded in Acts 17:16-34.
Each topic is dealt with simply, in two
pages.
It is designed to be an evangelistic
booklet, and succeeds most wonderfully. It would be an ideal booklet to
give away to someone who has shown
some interest in the issues of eternity.
In addition, I could think of few better booklets for a church to provide at
the back of the building for people to
take up and read. Keep a stock close
at hand, that you may be able to seize
opportunities when God sends them
your way.
All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au
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The last enemy
We don’t want to contemplate it but we must.

Peter Barnes

T

he apostle Paul refers to death
as “the last enemy to be
destroyed” (1 Cor. 15:26).
When it has struck us, nothing is left the same. In medical terms the
heart ceases to beat; in Christian terms,
the spirit is separated from the body
(James 2:26). The family is left with the
melancholy duty of organising the disposal of the body, and the potentially
disruptive duty of distributing the
worldly goods of the deceased. The tributes are paid, be they fulsome or
straightforward, and those left behind
have a lingering and growing anxiety
that this is yet another reminder of their
own frailty and mortality.
Indeed, we all have the same problem. In Adam all die (1 Cor. 15:22),
and since we are all descended from
Adam we are all subject to death. We
sin and we die. Unless the Lord Jesus
returns first, we will know what it is
to cease breathing, and to have our
spirits depart our bodies. Some may
be famous, popular, wealthy, gifted,
and much envied – but we all die.
Invariably there are regrets. When
the mother of Edith Schaeffer died,
Edith wept, and cried: “Oh, but I
wanted to tell her about...” When Joy
Davidman died of cancer in 1960, C.
S. Lewis brooded: “Her absence is like
the sky, spread over everything.” When
his beloved wife, Mary, died in 1790,
John Newton was shattered: “The world
seemed to die with her.” There is the
human dilemma: death is both painful
and inevitable. We ought to think about
it, but we do not like to think about it.
Yet think about it we must. It was
the rich fool in Jesus’ parable who
thought that life would go on and on,
with bigger and better storage barns,
and more relaxation, eating, drinking,
and making merry (Luke 12:12-21). It
is alarming how often one hears eulogies along the lines of “he just wanted
to have fun and enjoy”, as if hedonism were the pinnacle of the virtues.

I don’t want to achieve
immortality through my
work. I want to achieve
it through not dying.
Woody Allen
The judgment of God is as shattering
now as it was then: “Fool! This night
your soul is required of you, and the
things you have prepared, whose will
they be?” (Luke 12:20).
Others might consider the issue,
but come to no conclusion. One of
the distinguished Knox brothers, Dilly,
died in 1943, and he composed his
own epitaph:
A wanderer on the path
That leads through life to death,
I was acquainted with
The tales they tell of both,
But found in them no truth.

O

thers put their trust in advancing science. James Bedford, a
psychology professor, died in 1967,
and was cryonically preserved (frozen)
in the hope that later science will be
able to bring back the dead.
Any kind of hope will do in the
panic. Some try to glean something
from cancer statistics which might tell
them that a certain treatment will
give them a 60% success rate. They
carry on in life in the hope that they
do not belong to the 40%, in the
meantime putting to one side the
uncomfortable truth that the mortality rate has always been 100%.
Hindus and many Buddhists trust
in reincarnation, that there is a cycle
of life, and they will return, either
higher up the scale or further down.
Western societies today are fond of
the delusion that somehow someone
or something will save everybody – or
at least everybody except Adolf Hitler
and religious fundamentalists. This
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can be dressed up in Christian garb,
although Christ Himself said that the
wicked will go into everlasting punishment while the righteous will go
into everlasting life (Mt. 25:46).
One funeral home sent me a
brochure containing the ostensibly
comforting words that “To live in
hearts we leave behind is not to die.”
More erudite and less sentimental, but
no more convincing, is the ode of
Horace: “I have finished a monument
more lasting than bronze ... I shall not
altogether die ... On and on shall I grow,
ever fresh with the glory of after time”.
Most of humanity would relate more to
Woody Allen’s quip: “I don’t want to
achieve immortality through my work. I
want to achieve it through not dying.”
So far we have only seen a universal problem and a variety of unsuccessful attempts to solve it. In truth,
we are all in the hands of the Creator
who made us. Our days were written
in His book before we were formed in
our mother’s womb, when as yet there
were no days (Psalm 139:16).
The contemplation of the sovereignty of God led Richard Baxter to
submit: “Lord, what thou wilt; when
thou wilt; how thou wilt.” This sovereign Creator is made known in His
eternal Son, Jesus Christ, who died
and rose from the dead. Hence He can
say: “I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades” (Rev. 1:18). Those
who have not turned to Christ in
repentance and faith remain dead in
Adam. Those who have turned to Christ
in repentance and faith have moved
from death to life. The last enemy is
defeated, and the believer shares in the
ap
victory of Christ forever.
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