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ne of the most fascinating books that I have
ever read was Augustine’s Confessions. This
book has become one of the great classics of
the Christian faith. Not only is it a masterpiece
of autobiography, but it recently struck me why it’s unique
as a piece of literature. The reason is simple: from
beginning to end, the book is written as a prayer. In
Augustine’s eyes, at least, all of life is meant to be a
conversation with God. Since we live continually in the
presence of God, every thought, deed and decision of life is
meant to be offered as a prayer.
Of course, there is a good reason why we should
understand our lives as an unending flow of prayer. The
Psalmist tells us that intimacy with God is the most
fulfilling experience of all. Naturally, this means that prayer
is the ultimate test of our souls. There is nothing so telling
about us as whether we pray, and nothing reveals our secret
desires as fully as the concerns that we mention to God in
prayer.
However, while prayer is one of the defining marks of
Christian faith, there is a sense in which prayer is one of the
most difficult things that we do. Some of us find it easier to
write a cheque or send a card than pray. The same is true
with witnessing or preaching. We find it easier to speak to
other people than to speak directly with God. The result of
this is that many of us, if not most of us, find it difficult to
know how to converse with God.
Thankfully, Jesus provides us with a simple pattern for
prayer which has become known as the Lord’s Prayer. The
great early church father, Cyprian, said: “What matters of
deep moment are found in the Lord’s Prayer… There is
absolutely nothing passed over that is not comprehended
in these prayers and petitions, as in a compendium of
heavenly doctrine.”
Since the Lord’s Prayer is so significant a part of the
Christian life, we believe it’s a subject that ought to be at
the heart of discussions on the life of the church. We are
deeply grateful to Professor Gerald Bray for helping us in
this regard.
Peter Hastie ap

A different gospel: Peter Jones
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Our Father
Theology and life meet where Jesus teaches us to pray.

T

he Lord’s Prayer is perhaps the
best-known part of the Bible.
Both believers and unbelievers know it by heart and
repeat it often in services of worship and
public ceremonies around the world.
However, although millions of people
know the familiar words, how many of
us know the meaning of each of the petitions? In this interview Dr Gerald Bray
explains the meaning of these wellknown words for us.
Dr Bray is a professor of theology who
holds the Anglican Chair of Divinity at
Beeson Divinity School in Birmingham,
Alabama. He has earned a D.Litt from
the University of Paris-Sorbonne and is
an ordained minister in the Church of
England.
Dr Bray’s specialty is church history
and historical theology. A prolific author,
he has published many scholarly articles
and books, including The Doctrine of God
in the Contours of Christian Theology
series (of which he is also the general
editor) and Creeds, Councils, and Christ
(Christian Focus Publications). His book,
Biblical Interpretation: Past and Present
(IVP), was voted as one of the 10 books
every pastor should read. One of his
most recent books, Yours is the Kingdom
(IVP 2007), is a systematic theology
based on the Lord’s Prayer. Peter Hastie
spoke to him in Birmingham, Alabama.
Gerald, how far back does the term
‘The Lord’s Prayer’ go? Do we know
when and by whom it was first used?
No, unfortunately we don’t; no one’s
really sure when it was first used. The
title, The Lord’s Prayer, is really quite

Gerald Bray
talks to
Peter Hastie

recent because in the ancient church and
during the Middle Ages prayers like this
were known by their opening words. So
the Lord’s Prayer was called the Pater
Noster in Latin, a term which is still used
today. I think the use of the term, The
Lord’s Prayer, goes back at least to
Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage, around
AD 250 and perhaps earlier. The term
certainly becomes common after the
Reformation.
Why did Jesus give the church the
Lord’s Prayer? Is it meant to be
recited, or is it just a pattern for
prayer?
The gospels tell us that Jesus gave the
Lord’s Prayer for two reasons. First, we
are told that the disciples asked Him for
it. They said, “Lord, teach us how to
pray”. Then also, as we find in Matthew’s
gospel, Jesus wanted to correct a problem that some people have with prayer
where they pray at great length and to
little purpose. Jesus said, “Don’t be like
these people when you pray. Instead,
pray like this”. The Lord’s Prayer, therefore, is clearly a key part of His teaching.
It’s interesting that when the disciples asked Him how to pray they mention that John the Baptist had taught his
disciples how to do it. Obviously, they
felt that it was something they ought to
learn from Him. Whether Jesus meant it
to be recited or used as an outline is a
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more difficult problem.
The Lord’s Prayer occurs twice in the
Scriptures. In Luke I think that it’s
meant to be a pattern rather than an
actual prayer. It would be hard to pray
that form of the Lord’s Prayer as an
actual prayer because it is too short and
disjointed. However, the prayer in the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s
gospel has a Jewish liturgical form. I suspect that this was the form in which it
was prayed in the early church where the
liturgy was repeated three times a day.
This practice came in only one generation or so after the New Testament, so it
goes back to a very early time. What we
do today doesn’t have to be governed by
the practice of the early church, but I
think it does indicate that from earliest
times the Lord’s Prayer was meant to be
prayed as well as being a model for other
prayers.
Is there anything wrong with saying
it each week in church? Is there a
danger in constant repetition?
Well, there is always a danger in constantly repeating anything. I think we
have to be aware of that. However, the
Lord’s Prayer is an important part of our
understanding of what it means to be a
Christian and so we need to frequently
reflect on it. My concern is not so much
with the frequency with which it’s
prayed so much as the fact that ministers
rarely teach people to understand it. In
this respect, it is rather like hymns; people sing them without thinking about
them. So, they lose the force of their
message. I think that’s the danger; the
force of the Lord’s Prayer is lost. I don’t

the
think we should abandon it in church
services; instead, we should teach it
more thoroughly, as the Westminster
Catechisms do.
Calvin said that the importance of
the Lord’s Prayer lies not so much in
the recitation of the actual words,
but more in the ideas that form the
basis for extended prayer. Are there
any clues in the prayer itself that it
might be more useful as an outline
of prayer?
It’s hard to say because the prayer
itself is so concise. There is a certain
ambiguity in the way Jesus introduces
the prayer when He says, “When you
pray, pray like this.” Does He mean, “Use
these actual words,” or is His idea,
“Follow this general pattern.” I don’t
think the words are sufficiently clear for
us to decide.
Another line of approach is to take
the example of Jesus Himself, His disciples and the early church in their use of
prayers. Clearly, the church was accustomed to using many other prayers in its
worship and devotions. However, I am
not aware of any other prayer that even
begins to resemble the Lord’s Prayer.
There are many different forms of the
Apostle’s Creed but there are hardly any
variations of the Lord’s Prayer. So I
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think we ought to assume that it was, in
fact, a model of principle more than anything else. That is the style. Jesus is
telling us to pray along certain lines, to
keep to the point, and to be relatively
brief.

Ministers rarely teach
people to understand it.
In this respect, it is
rather like hymns;
people sing them without thinking about them.
You have said that the Lord’s Prayer
is a mini-systematic theology with a
practical emphasis. What do you
mean?
The Lord’s Prayer is theology and life
in action. It shows that Christianity is
about life as much as it is a belief. It is a
life based on belief. If your belief is inco-

herent and does not make sense, then
your life will not make sense. I think this
is Jesus’ approach. He wants us to have
a life which makes sense and is a testimony to His power at work. Underneath
such a life is a coherence of belief which
we call systematic theology. The Lord’s
Prayer demands a convergence between
our life and belief.
Was Tertullian right when he said
that this prayer is as copious in its
meaning as it is condensed in its
expression?
Yes, certainly. Tertullian understood
the nature and form of the Lord’s Prayer
clearly because he had legal training.
The method of learning in the ancient
world was to learn headings, basic
phrases and then extrapolate them.
People didn’t have aids to memory then
as we do today, so they had to learn
everything by heart. They reduced a
body of knowledge to a few simple
propositions and then meditated on
them. This was a standard, learning procedure and Tertullian saw very clearly
that the Lord’s Prayer was designed in
this way. We are meant to extrapolate
each of the individual phrases.
Does the way we are taught to
address God in the Lord’s Prayer

At The Coalface
GAA
An introduction to
C h r is t i a n Presbyterian Eldership
E d uc at i o n $6.60
Including 5 studies on 1 Timothy
Resources
Available from
PTC Media,
684 Elgar Road,
Box Hill North VIC 3129
Phone: 0400 880 515
Email:
ptcmedia@
presbyteriancollege.org
Fax: 03 9898 9872
Please make
cheques payable to
Presbyterian Church
of Victoria
All prices quoted are
inclusive of GST. Unless
stated all orders plus
postage and handling.

Making Friends
for Life

A workbook for small group
evangelism
10 studies on Philippians. $8.50

Westminster
Confession of Faith
Century — Study
Edition
$15 + $3.50 pp.
6 copies for $105 posted

Westminster
Confession of Faith
Pocket size $4.40
Bulk prices for 10+ copies

Christian
commitments
5 studies for communicant membership. $7 each 10 copies for $55

| australian presbyterian December 2009 5

the
show us how to approach Him in the
right spirit?
When Jesus referred to God as
“Father” and encouraged His disciples to
address Him like this, He broke with
Jewish tradition. It became one of the
features of His ministry even though
Jewish people did not normally address
God like this. But what was the point?
I think that Jesus wanted to teach us
that God is essentially a God of love who
made us for a relationship with Himself.
However, He also wanted us to understand that that love did not imply that
God would overlook our sins or be indulgent with us. Fathers do not tolerate disrespect or disobedience from their children. Indeed, they discipline us for these
things. In other words, when we come to
God we should expect to be dealt with in
love as well as in truth. And, yes, I certainly believe that the way we address
God in the Lord’s Prayer will put us in
the right frame of mind as we draw near
to the Lord in prayer.
How does the phrase “in heaven”
build within us a worthy attitude or
approach to the Lord? Are these
words meant to help us when our
hearts are cold or our feelings
running dry?
I think the words “in heaven” are very
important because they remind us that
God is bigger than we are. I have seen
this at different times. One of the
advantages of flying around the world is
that you spend a lot of time in the air. Of
course, you look down on the world and
see it in a way that you don’t see it on
the ground.
One of the most fascinating things to
me is to fly over a big city like Sydney or
New York and see the whole plan of the
city laid out down below. If you know
the place from the ground, you can make
connections as to where things are from
the sky. This is a very useful image,
because living in the midst of high rise
buildings we may not be able to see very
far at all. Often we feel like that with our
lives. Our problems seem so great that
we can’t see beyond them. However, if
we could be lifted up above our difficulties, we would have a marvellous view.
When we come to God in prayer we
need to self-consciously remind ourselves that beyond our limited perspective is the vision of God from heaven. If
we could be lifted up above our troubles
and see everything from heaven’s perspective, then life would look completely different. I am sure that we
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would look at our circumstances and
say, “I never thought my situation could
look like that”. So when we come to pray,
we need to remember that God sees the
full picture from heaven and He knows
better than we do what we need and
what is good for us.
Why are we told to pray for the
hallowing of God’s name? What
tendencies within us is this petition
meant to check?
The hallowing of God’s name is something very interesting. When I was looking through the Lord’s Prayer I was first
puzzled by this phrase and I thought,
“Well, why am I praying for God’s name

We are not praying that
God would become any
holier... We are praying
for a change in us, the
bearers of God’s name
in the world.

to be holy because God is holy already
and there is nothing I can do to make
Him holier than He already is? He
doesn’t need this particular prayer”.
Then I thought to myself, “There
must be some other meaning”. I think
Jesus means that we are meant to pray
that God’s reputation would be held in
the highest honour throughout the
world. We are certainly not praying that
God would change or become any holier
than He already is. However, we are
praying for a change in us because we
are the bearers of God’s name in the
world. When we pray, “Hallowed be Your
Name”, we are praying for a deeper commitment and transformation in our
lives so that His name in us will be
respected.
What are some of the common sins
that Christians commit that this
petition is designed to address?
Perhaps the most obvious one is taking God for granted, paying Him lip-service. The other major sin is trying to use
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God or manipulate Him to fulfil our
desires and wishes. One tendency that
we have to curb continually is our desire
to drag God down to our level and use
Him up for our own selfish purposes.
People often want to use God like a
vending machine where we put our
prayer in the slot, press the button for
what we want, and expect to get whatever it is that we desire. If we don’t get
it, we become infuriated and kick the
machine. When kicking the poor old
machine doesn’t work, we curse it and
march off in a huff saying we will never
touch it again. There are a lot of people
out there who are like that. If you talk to
them about God, they will tell you that
they prayed to God once for something
that was important to them, and
because their prayer wasn’t answered
they’ve given up on God. It is astonishing how many people there are of that
kind.
What are some of the implications
of hallowing God’s name for the
Christian community?
We can’t ask God to hallow His Name
without taking seriously the issue of
personal purity and discipline within
the church. Whether we like it or not,
the reputation of Christianity, and
therefore of God in the world, is affected
by the way we behave. There are times
when Christians’ bad behaviour brings
God’s name into disrepute and we need
to realise this and be aware of it. When
we pray for the hallowing of God’s name
we are also praying for protection
against the damage that the sins of
church members can do to God’s reputation in the world.
Is there any real difference between
the petitions, “Your kingdom come”
and “Your will be done”?
While the two petitions are closely
related, there is a difference which
Calvin mentions in his Institutes. He
says that the coming of the kingdom is
the coming of the presence and power of
God into our lives. It has to do, I suppose, more with God’s being and presence whereas “Your will be done” has
more to do with God’s actions.
Obviously the two go together, although
each one has a different emphasis.
When we are praying for the coming
of God’s kingdom we are praying for
something that only God can do; it lies
beyond our power. However, I think
“Your will be done” requires a response
on our part. It is like, “Hallowed be Your

the
Name”. We are not really praying for
God’s will in itself to be done, because it
already is. Instead, we are praying for
submission to God’s will, which is a
request to understand it and participate
in it in some way.
The truth is that God’s will is going to
be done anyway; it always is. However,
this prayer is a petition that we will be
able to align ourselves with God’s will
and accept it. I think this interpretation
of the prayer is borne out by Jesus’
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. He
says, “Father, not My will but Your will
be done”. It is clear there that He knew
all along what God’s will was. It wasn’t
as if it was a surprise to Him that He had
to die for our sins. But now He is at the
point of death His humanity cries out
against the horror of it. As a human
being He wants to live because living is
something we instinctively want.
Therefore He had to submit His will consciously to what He knows He has come
into the world to do. Jesus wasn’t asking
God to do something He might not have
ordinarily done, but He was submitting
Himself to the Father’s will which is the
key to the Christian life. We won’t
appreciate the coming of the kingdom
or even notice it unless this spirit of
obedience is in us.
If Christians are to pray for the
kingdom of God, to what extent
should heaven occupy our thoughts?
As a Christian I should always be living in the light of the eternal. I must see
the future in terms of what is eternally
true in God. In doing this, I am also seeing my present reality. I think it is curious in that in one sense this takes us out
of the world, but not in order to abandon the world. Having an eternal perspective helps us to see life in a more
objective light so that we can operate in
the world without actually being caught
up in it. If you can stand a little apart
from the world, you can deal with it
more effectively.
How should praying “Your will be
done” affect our personal ambitions?
I think it should act as a complete
control on our ambitions. I need to be in
a position where I am completely consecrated to God’s will for my life, whatever
that may be. I often tell people that
throughout my life I have never had any
job that I applied for. I have got to the
point now where if I don’t want a job I
apply for it, because then I know I probably won’t get it! Most of my ambitions
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have been overturned along the way.
And, you know, I can’t say that I am
unhappy as a result. It has been a very
good lesson in this whole question of
ambition.
To what extent does praying for the
kingdom and the doing of God’s will
commit Christians to gospel
preaching, church planting, social
justice and faithful stewardship of
the earth throughout the world?
I think these petitions commit us
first and foremost to God and to whatever God wants. If these are the things

God’s will is going to be
done anyway; it always
is. However, this prayer
is a petition that we will
be able to align ourselves with God’s will
and accept it.

that God wants, then it commits us to
them. It’s difficult to answer this question well because it’s possible to say that
God wants all these things and therefore
we should be involved in them all.
People have a way of assuming this, and
assuming it to such a degree that if you
are not engaged in these things, for
whatever reason, then you are not doing
the will of God. I think we need to be
very careful in drawing these sorts of
conclusions.
You mean “if you are not supporting
TEAR Fund, then you are not a
Christian”?
Yes, but it can be used in even more
manipulative ways, “You’re not church
planting. What’s wrong with you?” that
sort of attitude. While all these things
are good and right to be involved in, I
have to ask myself, “Since I can’t do
everything, what does God want me to
do?”
So, it comes back to how you have
found your jobs. Ultimately, God

will direct you into His plan for your
life?
Exactly! When I graduated from college and was ordained, I imagined I
would be in pastoral ministry for the
rest of my life. That was my first choice.
I didn’t particularly want to teach in theological colleges and seminaries, but
that’s where I have found myself. My
problem is that I have an unfulfilled
longing for some kind of pastoral ministry, but what can I do? I mean, I can’t
do everything. If I tried to do both it
would be a disaster. I am forced to make
a choice. Then, after I have made the
choice, I can’t spend the rest of my life
going around feeling guilty about all the
good things I could be doing because
someone has given me a check-list of
them. I think we have to be careful not
to be too rigid about these things.
Instead, we must recognise that these
things are God’s general will for His
church, and since I am a member of that
church, somehow or other I have got to
be involved in this.
Some Christians think that grace
makes the law irrelevant. Is that so?
Does the third petition, “Your will
be done on earth as it is in heaven”,
remind us that the law of God still
has an important role in the
Christian life?
Yes, the law does play an important
role in the Christian life. First, this petition reminds us that the law operates in
heaven. Heaven is the place where God’s
will is done perfectly. In Psalm 19 we
read, “The heavens declare the glory of
God and the firmament shows His
handiwork”. The psalmist then goes on
to say that the law of God rules not only
over the heavens but throughout the
earth and even in our hearts.
So here we have a picture in the
Psalms, of God ruling over heaven and
earth through His law. So we need to see
the law of God coming down from above
to rule on earth. The Jewish law, that is,
the law of Moses, is an attempt to make
that point for the Jewish people.
Essentially, it said to the Jewish people,
“This is what you must do on earth in
order to show that you respect the law
of God which is basically heavenly and
spiritual.”
Neither Jesus nor the apostles ever
question that. However, they do show
that we must be careful in interpreting
the law’s application so the question
becomes: how is the law of God fulfilled?
The answer is that it is fulfilled
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the
supremely in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ because His
atoning sacrifice is the centrepiece of
the law for us as Christians. The Old
Testament law and sacrifices foreshadowed the saving work of Christ.
However, the law also has a moral aspect
to it and so it’s not surprising that Jesus
and the apostles give all sorts of moral
exhortations that are based on the law.
Of the seven petitions of the Lord’s
Prayer, only one, “give us this day
our daily bread”, refers directly to
physical needs. Is this intended to
remind us of the priority of
spiritual concerns over physical
ones?
That’s a difficult question to answer.
Of course, the prayer embraces both
physical and spiritual concerns. It
begins with spiritual concerns by
addressing the Father who is in heaven
and praying for His kingdom and His
will to be done. However, when we ask
for daily bread we are asking for something which appears, at first sight, to be
exclusively material. I suspect that Jesus
was thinking about the manna in the
desert when He said this. The manna in
the desert was physical nourishment
intended to sustain the bodies of the
Israelites but it did have a heavenly ori-
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gin. So it is not as if heaven is denied in
favour of earth; it is a reminder to us
that our earthly blessings are also part
of the heavenly Father’s goodness to us.
There is an interconnection between the
spiritual and physical in the Bible. The
physical side of life is important to God.
We must not deny it, neglect it, or try to

Our problem is that we
think that we can plan
the future, and to some
degree we need to do
that. However, we cannot control the future.
live apart from it. It is an essential and
valid part of our existence.
How is this particular prayer meant
to cultivate a moment-by-moment
trust in God’s goodness?

Well, Jesus talks about, “this day”,
that is, the day we live in now. As we
think about the story of the manna, we
discover that the people were meant to
gather the manna for that day only. Of
course, there were always prudent people around who thought they could
stockpile it because it might not be
there tomorrow. You can see the logic of
this; it seems very sensible.
Of course, as we know, they woke up
the next morning and the manna was
ruined. God was teaching them the
notion of daily dependence on Him. Our
problem is that we think that we can
plan the future, and to some degree we
need to do that. However, we cannot
control the future. We simply don’t know
what’s going to happen. We can make
plans that go completely awry for totally
unforeseen reasons. As Christians we
need to live with this and understand it.
We must live with life conscious of the
unknown element. We can only do that
by trusting completely in God and by
realising that each day is a blessing.
Exactly what is meant by ‘bread’?
Does it just refer to the necessities?
No. I think that bread refers to sustenance. Jesus reminds us that the manna
was meant to strengthen the Israelites
physically and spiritually.
When we use the word “necessities”,
we need to be careful of how we define
it. Necessities do not equate to luxuries.
This is most likely a prayer for necessities, for things we really need. Our daily
bread is what sustains us and keeps us
going from one day to the next. It
doesn’t exclude the extras, that is, the
extra blessings we receive as a result of
God’s goodness. They may not be
strictly necessary; we could live without
them; but God wants us to enjoy the
world He has made.
Is it also a prayer for good health?
I think that’s very hard to say. It is
certainly a prayer for preservation. I am
not so sure about good health. It is certainly a wonderful blessing if you have
it, but we must be aware that some people who live faithfully for God are
afflicted in various ways, some of which
are incurable. Paul tells us in 2
Corinthians 12 that this was God’s plan
for him. It’s fine to ask God to ask for it,
but we need to realise that there is more
to this than our convenience.
Do we have any indication in the
Lord’s Prayer that we are meant to
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the
pray daily for the forgiveness of sin?
I think so. I believe the petition, “give
us this day our daily bread”, carries with
it that implication. We need daily bread
so that we can live for another day to
serve the Lord. And if we are to serve
the Lord then we need to be in fellowship with Him. This means we need to
draw near to God in confession, otherwise our sins could easily overwhelm us.
So the answer is “Yes”. I think we should
keep short accounts with God, and this
means that we should confess our sins
daily.
How does a failure to do that hinder
spiritual growth and prevent us
from getting an answer to our
prayers?
I think it’s a serious matter because if
we fail to approach God in the right way
then we fail to recognise the true nature
of our relationship with Him. Think of it
like this: we are united to Christ by the
Holy Spirit so that we have His power
and life like a branch which is grafted
into the tree. A branch cannot survive
alone; it is dependent on the tree. So we
are totally dependent on God.
And what is our greatest need? It is
forgiveness; the life of Christ only flows
in me because I have been forgiven.
Therefore, failure to recognise this is
like trying to put the wrong plug in the
socket. Without confession of sin and
forgiveness we cannot connect with
God. So it doesn’t matter how good our
intentions may be, we won’t experience
true fruitfulness if we are not in proper
union and communion with Christ. And
this requires continual confession and
repentance of sin.
Do we need to name all of our sins
when we confess them? Have you
any suggestions for what we should
do if we can’t remember all our sins?
Well, we don’t have to confess all our
sins because we couldn’t possibly do it.
There is no way we would even know
what most of our sins are. I forget what
the percentage is but our knowledge of
ourselves is so minimal compared to
what there is to know. I am absolutely
convinced that I sin all the time in all
sorts of ways and I’m blissfully unaware
of it.
If we tried to confess every sin that
we have ever committed we would fall
immediately into the medieval trap of
listing our sins, grading them, and then
ticking off an unending list of wrongdoing. Frankly, it would be dreadful if we
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ever fell back into this. Of course, as
Luther reminds us, we would never get
to the bottom of it. The human heart is
too deep and mysterious. I think the
simple answer is that we shouldn’t try to
remember every one of our sins.
However, if there is something in particular that burdens us, then we need to
acknowledge it. Nevertheless, we should
not assume that this is the only sin we
have committed that day or that the sin
that you know about is necessarily the
most important thing.
In what sense is our receiving
forgiveness conditional on our
attitude to others? Is it spiritually

If we tried to confess
every sin we would fall
into the medieval trap of
listing our sins, grading them, then ticking
off an unending list of
wrongdoing.

dangerous for us to harbour a
critical spirit in our hearts?
This is obviously very important
because the way we relate to others is
indicative of our spiritual state before
God. Now we need to be very careful of
how we phrase this. We mustn’t turn
this into a kind of salvation by works. I
can’t go out and forgive other people in
some overt kind of way, and then turn
to God and say that He has got to forgive
me in this way because I have forgiven
person X in this way. We can’t use this as
a claim on God for compensation. It is
all a case of how you interpret these
things.
Of course, John says something similar in his first epistle, doesn’t he? He
says the way we love our neighbour is
indicative of the way we love God. You
can say that you love God but how is
anybody to know whether this is true
because God doesn’t tell us, “Oh yes, you
love Me. Thank you”? There is no obvious connection there. It is manifested in

the way that we love other people whom
God has made. When we love someone
else, we love someone who belongs to
God. The same applies to forgiveness. If
we have been forgiven by God, then we
will not find it hard to forgive others.
Is it necessary for others to ask our
forgiveness before we forgive them?
No, I think here there is confusion
between two things that I would see as
different. One is forgiveness and the
other is reconciliation. Ideally, those
two things should go together and be
two sides of the same coin, but we live in
a world where this isn’t always possible.
For instance, if I need to forgive somebody who has done something against
me but that person has died or I have
lost all contact with them, am I supposed to wait around forever for something that is not going to happen? The
answer to that is “No.” I can forgive
them, but my problem is that I can’t be
reconciled to them. Reconciliation takes
two. You have to have both sides. If I had
to forgive, say, my father, who is dead,
for what he did to me when I was a child,
then I could forgive him. But, to talk of
reconciliation would be meaningless
because he is just not there for that to
happen.
How does the sixth petition, “lead
us not into temptation”, prepare us
for the daily battle with sin?
I think it is extremely important. A
lot of people think temptation is sin and
that to be lured towards sin is already to
sin. However, this is very dangerous
because, after all, Jesus was tempted in
all sorts of ways but without sin. We
need to recognise that if we are going to
follow Jesus then we are going to be
tempted. That is normal, and not to be
dismissed.
The other point I would make is that
no one is ever tempted beyond their
strength to resist or tempted in ways
they can’t deal with. We have an ability
to escape from temptation. I am not
forced into sin by temptation because I
can say “No” to it and stand back.
On the basis of this prayer, is it
possible for the Christian to go
through life without a struggle?
Well, I suppose the thief on the cross
did that. We always need to be aware
that there is an exceptional person out
there, and not make absolute rules.
However, that said, we need to recognise
that life is meant to be a spiritual war-
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the
fare. It is not meant to be fun, easy, or
without suffering. So the concept of
struggle is rooted in the Scriptures. It is
interesting that in the case of Jesus the
moment of His greatest work is also the
moment of His greatest struggle. We are
not greater than our master. I worry if I
am not asked to struggle.
What sort of attitude should we be
developing as Christians towards
temptation?
We have got to be highly aware of it. If
we succumb to it, not only do we dishonour God, but the consequences can be
terrible for ourselves and others. If we
think strategically, it is important that
we know as much about our enemy as we
can, and plot his movements and his
course. The great spiritual writers have
always managed to do this. The Puritans
and writers like C.S. Lewis have explored
Satan’s strategy at some length. It is distressing when you get modern writers
who are well-intentioned but who don’t
like to talk about Satan and evil. They
will say that they don’t want to talk
about these things because they are negative and not helpful.
What sort of modern writers are
you thinking about?
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Tom Wright is a person who immediately springs to mind. In his book, Evil
and the God of Justice, he actually says
that he doesn’t want to talk about Satan
as a person and prefers to talk about
things like tsunamis and natural disasters. I think he says this because he

The concept of struggle
is rooted in the
Scriptures. The moment
of Jesus’ greatest work
is also the moment of
His greatest struggle.
doesn’t want to be obsessed with negativity and all that. Fair enough, in one
way. No one appreciates a musician who
can only play one note. However, unless
we are aware that we are dealing with an
intelligent and murderous being who

Did you know?
Mike Wharton (PresData Services) is
offering Australian PCA Churches
website and email hosting for
$135.00 (plus GST) per year?
1 Gig Storage
20 email accounts
unlimited redirects
2 Gig Bandwidth per month
24x7 FTP access
You can have your site hosted and
manage the site yourself using direct
FTP access. You create your site –
you control the site.
Website development is also
available... ask for a quote.
For more information contact:
Mike Wharton
Phone: (03) 9580 5940
Email: mwharton@pcvic.org.au
Website: presdata.com.au
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wants to destroy us, we are in grave danger. Karl Barth is another person who
comes to mind who doesn’t like to talk
about Satan.
Why don’t people want to recognise
Satan?
I suppose because they think it is
unpleasant to talk about dangerous
things. However, it is vitally important
for our safety. We need to come to grips
with real dangers.
Of course, people don’t like doing
this. They don’t want to believe that
there is a terrorist at the end of the
street. They try to be as positive as possible because it is depressing to think
about the dangers. 9/11 is a classic
example. The FBI managed to ignore a
number of danger signals and so we had
the attack on the World Trade Centre. I
guess people were telling themselves, “It
will never happen to us.” Well, it did.
The appeasement of Hitler was like this.
Now we scratch our heads and ask,
“How could anyone have let him get
away with attacking Czechoslovakia and
Poland?” Well, at the time people were
congratulating themselves over their
appeasement policies. Fooling ourselves
in this way is an age-old human tenap
dency. We have to resist it.
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Union with Christ
Be instructed by Calvin. This is no empty ritual or vain superstition.

Jared Hood

I

f John Calvin were interviewed on
the subject of prayer, what would
he say?
“What?” you might exclaim.
“What would Calvin know about prayer?
Didn’t he only care about theoretical
questions of theology?”
If you want to know what the 16th
century Reformer cared about, simply
look at the first edition of his famed
Institutes of the Christian Religion, published in 1536. History remembers the
final 1559 edition, but the first edition
has some advantages. It is short. It has a
youthful vitality to it. And it deals with
only five topics!
Calvin believed these five topics are
the most important of all. The third is
prayer (placed after chapters on the Law
of God and faith). Clearly, Calvin was
concerned with piety or godliness, not
abstract, academic questions.
Prayer, for Calvin, is vital. Whether
or not we should call ourselves
Calvinists, it is certainly true that you
cannot be a good Calvinist without
prayer!
What is prayer? Calvin says that it is
“properly an emotion of the heart
within, which is poured out and laid
before God”. What an extraordinary
explanation! Calvin the theologian
emphasises the importance of the emotions. In prayer, we express to God the
deepest yearnings and feelings of our
hearts.
Calvin is, of course, speaking about
union with Christ. He knows about this
better than he knows anything else. He
knows Christ. In prayer, he personally,
intensely and wholly pours out his heart
to his Saviour. Prayer is the human side
of union with God.
What do we bring to prayer? Are we
equal partners in relationship with God?
Calvin almost foreshadows Luther’s
deathbed words, “We are beggars, this is
true”. Calvin says that we are “destitute
and devoid of all good things”. This is
actually why we pray. The Christian

Calvin the theologian
emphasises the importance of the emotions.
In prayer, we express
to God the deepest
yearnings and feelings
of our hearts.

must “go outside himself” to find the
resources he needs.
We connect with Christ in prayer,
then, and we find all we need in Him.
Calvin waxes eloquent: “For in Christ he
(the Lord) offers all happiness in place
of our misery, all wealth in place of our
neediness: in Him the Lord opens to us
the heavenly treasures that our whole
faith may contemplate that beloved Son
of His, our whole expectation depend
upon Him, and our whole hope cleave to
and rest in Him”. This is Calvin at his
best, when he speaks about our mystical
relationship with Christ.

C

alvin gives some “rules” for prayer,
including the following:
First, we have to “abandon all
thought of our own glory”. Do we seek
God’s glory when we come to pray?
Second, we have to “sense our own
insufficiency”. Do we feel our own weakness when we pray?
Third, we should remember that God
commands us to pray, and promises us
that we will receive whatever we ask. Do
we actually trust God when we pray?
Calvin makes the astounding comment:
“God adjudges the value of the prayer

not by the person’s worth, but by faith
alone, in which men both obey his commandment and trust in his promise.”
God does not hear prayer that comes
from doubt. But be encouraged in faith!
Calvin reminds us that we have an advocate and mediator with the Father. The
way is open. God will hear us, because of
Christ. Believe it.
Fourth, we are to pray in Christ’s
name, and in the name of no other. The
saints who have died live in Christ, but
our prayers are not through them. They
cannot supply access for themselves, let
alone for others. To pray through the
saints is to “strip Him [Christ] of the
title of sole Mediator.”
Fifth, we are to pray without ceasing.
Sixth, when praying in public, we
should use the language of those present.
Seventh, we should take the Lord’s
Prayer as our guide. Calvin does not
mean that we must follow the form of
the Lord’s Prayer in every case, but the
form teaches “all that He allows us to
seek of Him”. The Lord’s Prayer is the
summary of all prayer, just as the Ten
Commandments is a summary of the
moral Law.
Eighth, we are not to ask for anything
from God except that which is found in
summary form in the Lord’s Prayer.
Ninth, we should set special times in
the day for prayer. How often should we
pray? Calvin suggests we should pray
when we rise in the morning, when we
begin daily work, when we sit down to
eat, when we finish eating, and when we
retire at night!
Tenth, we should not think that our
prayer binds God to a particular course
of action.
What are the parts or elements of
prayer? I personally learned “ACTS”:
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving,
Supplication. Calvin keeps it even simpler, and has only two parts. There are
petition and thanksgiving. In petition,
we ask God to meet our needs. In
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the
thanksgiving, we acknowledge His benefits.
To explain petition, Calvin walks
through the Lord’s Prayer. After the
address, it has six petitions. The first
three are about God’s glory, not our own
advantage. The latter three are about the
“care of ourselves”.
Our Father: The address of the Prayer
shows that we have a compassionate
Heavenly Father. He is very willing to
give to His children. He is “in heaven,”
which reminds us that we don’t truly
know His divine nature.
We approach Him in Christ’s name—
as is indicated in calling Him “Father”.
“In calling God ‘Father’ we assuredly put
forth Christ’s name.” Also, are we aware
of the “our” in “our Father”? We are children together of the one Father, and we
ought to care and pray for each other.
Hallowed be Your Name: We want
everyone to see that God is glorious!
This is the first petition.
Your kingdom come: The Kingdom is
not a territory or piece of land, but is
God’s “rule over His own people”. We
pray that God would so rule more and
more people — “that the Lord may day
by day add new believers to His people so
that they may celebrate His glory in
every way...” Despite his critics, Calvin is
concerned with evangelism. He brilliantly sees that the aim of evangelism is
God-centred, and that the Church grows
through prayer.
The coming Kingdom will also “ruin
and cast down the reprobate”. Do we
know that when we pray the Lord’s
Prayer, we are praying for the final judgement to come?
Your will be done: We ask that He control all things — including ourselves. We
want Him to subject and conform our
wills to His holy will.
Through these first three petitions,
Calvin has laid bare what is at the heart
of his theology and piety. Godliness is
about seeing and submitting to the glorious God.
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Give us this day: We give ourselves
over to God’s care. We ask not only for
bread, but also for everything “God foresees to be beneficial to us, that we may
eat our bread in peace”. And we ask for
bread for “this day” — enough for the
day, rather than asking for luxury.
Forgive us our sins: We pray for God
to forgive our sins. It is mercy that we
need, not justice — as if we could rely
upon our own merits.
To “forgive those who sin against us,”
is not to forgive the guilt of the other
person’s sin. Only God can do that.
Instead, we “cast from the mind wrath,

Has the Lord’s Prayer
fallen on hard days?
Calvin had it in the
weekly worship service
at Geneva.
hatred, desire for revenge”, and we “banish to oblivion the remembrance of
injustice”. Also, we “try to get back into
our enemies’ good graces”. Is that what
we want when we pray this prayer?
Forgiving others does not earn God’s
forgiveness, but it is “a sign to assure us
He has forgiven our sins just as surely as
we are aware of having forgiven those of
others...”
Lead us not into temptation: We don’t
ask to avoid temptation! We need to be
tempted, Calvin says. Instead, we ask God
to sustain us through the desires of our
hearts and the suggestions of Satan. We
want to be delivered “from the evil one”,
which means to yield not to temptation.

Discount Offer
For a limited time all new subscriptions, or new gift subscriptions to the
Australian Presbyterian magazine are available for $15 + GST for the first 12 months
(a saving of $22 on the regular price).
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Matthew 6:13b adds the line, “for
thine is the kingdom,” etc., which is not
found in Luke 11:2–4. This isn’t a petition, but it gives “the reason why we
should be so bold to ask and so confident
of receiving”.
We add an “Amen”, Calvin says, to
express “the warmth of desire to obtain
what we have asked of God”.

A

re we praying people? Are we praying in private? Are we praying in our
churches? Are we using the Lord’s
Prayer? For Calvin, prayer is essential,
and the Lord’s Prayer is at the heart of
the practice of prayer.
Has the Lord’s Prayer fallen on hard
days? The old practice was for the
Sunday congregation to recite the prayer.
The church has done this across the ages.
Calvin had it in the weekly worship service at Geneva.
Be instructed by Calvin! This is no
empty ritual or vain superstition.
Reciting the Lord’s Prayer can revitalise
corporate and personal prayer. It
enriches worship. It is a means of grace
to those who say it from the heart.
Indeed, the Lord Jesus instructs us.
He said, “Pray in this way”. This is His
loving will for us. He then told us to say,
“Our” Father — because we are to pray
the Prayer together. He gave the prayer
to those who struggled to pray. Do we
struggle to pray? Then the Lord’s Prayer
is for us! It provides a form of prayer; it
provides words to recite.
Did Calvin know anything about
prayer? He believed that prayer is vital
for the Christian. In prayer, we are
ap
united with Christ.
Jared Hood lectures at the
Presbyterian Theological
College, Melbourne. Quotes
are from John Calvin,
Institutes of the Christian
Religion: 1536 Edition, Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.
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Forgive us our sins
Guilt is a real symptom. Thank God, there is a cure.

Peter Hastie

P

erhaps nowhere is the
profound change that has
occurred in evangelical belief
over the last century more
apparent than in our capacity to say the
Lord’s Prayer and really mean it.
Take Jesus’ words, “Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us.”
They
seem
reasonably
straightforward and to-the-point, right?
Christians are meant to confess their sin
and shortcomings whenever they pray.
Well, if that’s what you think, you’re in
for a surprise. A Newsweek editor, who
has covered the present church scene
extensively, put it bluntly: the modern
evangelical movement “tends to be a
guilt-free, sin-free environment.”
One of the most popular TV
preachers, Joel Osteen, preaches to some
25,000 people each week at his Lakewood
Church in Houston and to millions of
viewers around the world — and sin is
not on the menu. Osteen says his goal is
to “give people a boost for the week”.
“I think for years there’s been a lot of
hellfire and damnation. You go to church
to figure out what you’re doing wrong and
you leave feeling bad like you’re not going
to make it,” Osteen said. “We believe in
focusing on the goodness of God.”
Another famous (although now
retired) televangelist, Robert Schuller,
who is credited with “reaching more nonChristians than any other religious leader
in America”, takes a similar line. He made
it his aim to “positivise” religion by
expunging words from spiritual discourse
which had a “negative interpretation”,
words like “sin, salvation, repentance,
guilt, that sort of thing”.
Indeed, Schuller once said to
Christianity Today: “I don’t think
anything has been done in the name of
Christ… that has proven more
destructive to human personality and,
hence, counterproductive to the
evangelism enterprise than the often
crude, uncouth, and unchristian strategy
of attempting to make people aware of

Some say confessing
sins will induce a ‘guilt
complex’. When I sent my
kids to school they
never developed an
‘ignorance complex’.
their lost and sinful condition.” One
wonders whether the congregation at
Crystal Cathedral ever prayed the Lord’s
Prayer, and if they did, what they made
of the words, “Forgive us our sins”?
It’s hard to know exactly what lies
behind the denial of sin among many
evangelicals today – whether it’s the
lingering influence of Charles Finney’s
dismissal of original sin that bedevils us,
or whether we‘ve been seduced by the
clever suggestion of Freud that the fault
is now, not in the stars, but in that part
of ourselves for which we cannot be held
responsible – deep down in our
unconscious. For most of us, I suspect,
it’s the latter.
Freud, of course, believed that guilt is
a sign of an unhealthy mind. He refused
to concede that a sense of guilt is the
reflex action of our souls in response to
sin. However, what he and many other
therapists like him have failed to see is
that any attempt to deny guilt is as
sensible as smashing a blaring fire alarm
because the noise gets on our nerves.
Silencing the alarm is not the solution:
the logical step is to douse the fire.

W

hen Jesus teaches us to pray
“Forgive us our sins”, He clearly
suggests that we must not suppress our
guilt or attempt to transfer it to others.
In taking this approach, He dismisses
every social theory which seeks to place
the blame for sin beyond ourselves and
tries to find refuge in a thousand
familiar excuses.
When we pray “Forgive us our sins”,
we can no longer claim that “the devil

made us do it”. Nor can we plead the
presence of preservatives in our food,
that we are “a chip off the old block”, that
we live in a bad neighbourhood or that
the weather is driving us crazy. When we
ask the Lord to forgive our sins we are
acknowledging that the problem is not
with our hormones, but in our hearts.
Our most pressing need, therefore, is to
respond to the spiritual alarm bell by
confessing our sins to the Lord.
Of course, some who should know
better, suggest that confessing sins as
“sins” will induce a guilt complex.
Actually, it does the reverse. When I sent
my kids to school to overcome their lack
of understanding, I never observed that
they developed an “ignorance complex”
because I was trying to deal with their
deficiency of insight and information.
When we respond to guilt by
confessing our sin to God, this should
bring us profound relief.
Those who should be most concerned
about guilt are those who refuse to pray
the Lord’s Prayer. By refusing to pray it,
they place themselves beyond a cure for
their sinful hearts. The really
unforgiveable sin is the denial of sin,
because, by its very nature, there is
nothing now to be forgiven. The modern
denial of guilt is, therefore, the mark of
apostasy. As the psalmist says: “An
oracle is within my heart concerning the
sinfulness of the wicked; there is no fear
of God before his eyes. For in his eyes he
flatters himself too much to detect or
hate his sin.” (Psalm 36:1, 2)
The mark of true wisdom, however,
lies in the confession of sin. And this is
nowhere more eloquently expressed
than in the words of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
ap
who sin against us.”
Peter Hastie is minister of
Ashfield Presbyterian Church,
Sydney, and issues editor of
AP.
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A word in season
The season was unexpected, but the word wasn’t wasted.

Paul D. Wolfe

O

ne aspect of the church’s life
that we ought to consider in
connection with suffering is
that the Lord uses faithful
preaching to shape the hearts and minds
of his people as they sit under that
preaching Sunday after Sunday.
When I found out in April 1999 that I
had cancer, I had been a member of New
Hope Presbyterian Church for nearly six
years. Week in and week out, the pastor
of the congregation, Dave Coffin,
steadily and faithfully proclaimed God’s
Word from the pulpit.
Over and over again he taught us
from the Scriptures concerning the comprehensive sovereignty and precious
promises of God. In different ways and
in different words he trained us concerning trials, reminding us that everything
that comes to pass God brings to pass for
His own glory and for the good of His
people, encouraging us with the thought
that no trial finally overthrows the
gospel, for even death itself — the last
trial — becomes the Christian’s entrance
into glory. Week after week he taught us.
And it was not just the sermons. It
was also the congregational sermon discussions that he would lead after worship. It was also the after-dinner conversations in his living room in which I
would pester him with too many questions about the Bible and theology, and
he would patiently seek to answer each
one. Plus the discussions over the phone.
Plus the conversations in the car. Nearly
six years of sermons and discussions,
questions and answers, correction and
encouragement. Week after week.
What neither of us realised was that
during that whole time Dave was preparing me for the day when I would find out
that I had cancer.
Of course, no one knew what my days
would bring. No one knew in 1993 what
I would learn on April 23, 1999. Dave did
not know. I did not know. But looking
back I can see now that the Lord was
using Dave’s steady, faithful, truth-full

The Christian life is,
among other things,
from start to finish, a
life of hearing sermons,
and it is vital that we
hold on to the truth we
have heard.

ministry all that time to fill my heart and
mind with the very gospel realities that
would hold me up when the MRI pictures
went up on the screen.
There is an important lesson here for
every Christian, since we are all sermon
hearers. In short, we ought to see our
relationship to preaching as a lifelong
relationship. To be sure, it is good to consider each Sunday how the truth we have
heard that day should shape our lives
right away, but there is more to it than
that. Each of us also ought to be storing
up a deep reservoir of biblical convictions over the course of his life. Those
convictions may pay off down the road in
ways that you never anticipated.

T

he Christian life is, among other
things, from start to finish, a life of
hearing sermons, and it is vital that we
hold on to the truth we have heard. Who
knows what the circumstances will be in
which you will have to bring forth the
fruit of the things you have stored away?
This is one of the reasons — and
there are so many others — why the
young people of the congregation, beginning at a reasonable age, ought to be present and attentive during the sermon.
They ought to be there, listening and
learning as best they can, even if the subject of the sermon might appear, at first
glance, to have nothing to do with them
at their age. First, that appearance is
misleading. Second, children are never
too young to be storing up God’s truth in
their hearts. Maybe when he is 28 — or
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younger — he will find out that he has
cancer. That is not the time to start
thinking about the goodness, wisdom
and power of God. Far better for him to
have those truths already deeply rooted
in his soul.
There is an important lesson here for
preachers, too. Do not get caught in the
trap of thinking that your fruitfulness in
ministry is limited to the impact your
sermon has on the day you preach it.
But the notion that a sermon is only
as effective as the impression it makes in
the moment can lead a man to try to
preach sermons that are too clever, too
tricky, too impressive. He succumbs to
the temptation to try — and he tries
this, wearily, each and every week — to
pull a rabbit out of the hat as he
expounds the text of Scripture. And
then, as if he had just performed on
some sort of reality TV show (American
Preacher Idol, perhaps?), he waits for
members of the congregation to
approach him after the worship service
and give him his marks. Praise thrills
him, which leads him to conclude, “I’ve
been fruitful in ministry”. Criticism devastates him, which leads him to resolve,
“I’ve failed. I’ll just have to work that
much harder next week”.
The minister’s job is also to get the
people ready for where they will be. No, he
cannot know precisely where their roads
will take them, but he does know that the
truths of Scripture are crucial to prepare
them for every circumstance. So let him
serve up a steady diet of those truths.
Just think of it: the faithful preacher
helps to foster spiritual emergency preparedness! Years ago I learned that lesson as a cancer patient, and I pray that I
will never forget it now that I have
ap
become a preacher.
This is an extract from Paul D. Wolfe’s
book, My God Is True: Lessons Learned
Along Cancer’s Dark Road (Edinburgh:
Banner of Truth, 2009).
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Lift our heads
20 daily Bible studies in Psalms 120-138

T

he disciples made the earnest request of Jesus:
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). The things
He stressed in the model prayer He taught them
are the sorts of things that are stressed in the
Psalms we are looking at this month.
Psalms 120-134 are known in the Hebrew Psalter as the
15 Songs of Ascent (or “Goings-Up” or “Degrees”). That
they form a distinct group is clear; but why they are given
this title can only be speculated upon. The thing that I
have found most striking as I have prepared these studies
is the way they connect Israel with the Church. The
immediate context is Israel at worship, the chosen people
of God collectively responding in a visible and public way to
the LORD’s (Jehovah’s) attributes and dealings with them.
But it is impossible to read them without seeing the wider
context of the Church, God’s Elect in every age, responding
in exactly the same way, in prayer and praise.
The covenants and promises given to Israel were
“forever”. Subsequent history has shown beyond any doubt
that this “forever” was to be invested in Jesus the Messiah,
the true Israel, and in the Church which He established.
The covenants and promises have not been forgotten or
annulled, but they no longer belong to national Israel.
National Israel has forfeited them by rejecting the
Messiah. They now belong to the Church alone.
So, in effect, the Songs of Ascent belong to the whole
Church, the people of God in the New Testament as well as
the Old. They are therefore a great help to us today
because we are confused about the collective public
worship of God. Os Guiness has suggested that when we
come together each Lord’s Day we have forgotten how to
“rupture the ceiling”. I hope these studies will refresh our
memory in this regard.
(As there are only 15 Songs of Ascent I have continued
on to Psalm 138 but the same theme continues to be
evident.)
Bruce Christian is a former
Moderator-General of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
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DAY 1
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 120:1-7
THE POINT The Psalmist finds himself living among people
who have a way of life completely alien to his. This causes him
great distress but he knows that God is always ready to answer
his cry for help.
THE PARTICULARS
• It is characteristic of the LORD to answer our prayer when
we cry out to Him for help from a situation of anxiety or distress.
• Violations of the 9th Commandment (misuse of the tongue)
can be a cause of great harm and distress (see Exodus 20:16,
James 3:6).
• The LORD will not leave such violations unpunished.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 121:1-8
THE POINT The name “the LORD” reflects the unique
covenant relationship God made with His people Israel (the
Church); “the LORD” is the one who remains faithful to
(keeps) all the promises given to her in His Word; He can be
trusted fully in everything (Romans 8:28).
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD is our only reliable source of help, because He is
the one who made everything that is – the whole of the
Universe.
• There is no time when the LORD does not have His watchful
eye on us to keep us from slipping, both individually and as a
Church.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 122:1-9
THE POINT Paul reminded the Corinthian Church that they
(collectively) were God’s “building” (1 Corinthians 3:9). What
David wrote in this Psalm about the City of Jerusalem applies
to us, the people of God, today. It is God’s will for His Church
that we meet together to worship Him, regularly and publicly
(see Hebrews 10:25), praising Him and praying for the
Church’s peace, unity and prosperity.
THE PARTICULARS
• Meeting together for public worship should be a real joy for
us.
• Belonging in membership with God’s people is like being the
citizen of a close-knit community in which there is real secu-

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 123:1-4
THE POINT Because his prayer is directed to One who is in
heaven (cf the prayer Jesus taught His disciples), the
Psalmist’s attitude is at once submissive and confident. He
might be “written off” completely by his detractors on earth
but that does not matter; what counts is that he walks in a
humble relationship with his God.
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD, the covenant making God, our Creator and
Redeemer, is at all times worthy of our praise – He is in
heaven, we are on earth; He is our master, we are to wait as
His obedient servants.
• At the heart of how we relate to God is a recognition of the
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Strangers on the earth.
• Living as citizens of heaven in the alien environment of a
world that is uncomfortable with, and often hostile to, God’s
ways can be very distressing and soul-destroying. Meshech
(Tartar descendants of Japheth in the far north) and Kedar
(Arab descendants of Ishmael in the SE) become the symbol of
all godless people.
• Christians are peacemakers living in a world bent on war,
unable to understand the way of peace (cf John 15:18-25,
16:33).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What is your first, most natural reaction when trouble
comes?
• Truth no longer underpins our society; what about your life?

24/7 protection guaranteed.
• The LORD is always very close at hand, our “right-hand
man”.
• The LORD protects us from every conceivable danger: from
“sun” (powerful, physical threats) to “moon” (mystical, psychological pressures – cf “lunacy”), whether in open daylight or
dark night.
• The LORD is able to monitor all our activities during our lifetime to ensure that the very essence of our being is kept safe.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What are some of the “hills” you look to when things fall
apart and you need help and protection? Are they always reliable?
• How can this Psalm provide a clearer focus for our worship?

You are... God’s building.
rity.
• God commands us to unite to praise Him in worship
together (4).
• The Church has a mandate for exercising godly discipline (5).
• God’s people are to pray (and so strive!) earnestly and primarily for peace among themselves, thus enhancing a sense of
security.
• The people of God benefit from the Church’s prosperity.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What priority does public worship have for you each Sunday?
• How are you contributing to the peace and unity of the
Church?

Despised and rejected by men.
fact that we are in need of His mercy, and an earnest pleading
for it.
• It is part of the lot of God’s Church in the world to be on the
receiving end of much contempt and ridicule. (This should
never astonish or unsettle us because it is how Jesus was
treated.)
• The fact that this treatment comes from the proud (= complacent) and arrogant should help keep us mindful and humble before God.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Read 1 Peter 2:18-23; 4:12-14; 5:5-7 and reflect on how Jesus
handled the treatment He received, especially at His trial and
crucifixion. Why do we find it hard to follow Jesus in this?

c h u r c h
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister,
Clerk or Elder. Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Kormilda College 10.00am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8945 7878.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains Primary School, cnr
Ellerstone Ave & Noorooma St, Isabella
Plains. Worship Service & Sunday School
10.00am. Evening service 6.15pm (light
meal @5:45pm).
Mike Pittman (02) 6292 6772.

new south wales
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am (6.30pm 1st Sunday only.)
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church

14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL
Cr Bendooley & Wingecarribee St. 9.30am.
Kids’ Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Sess. Clrk: Mr Peter Boggs, (02) 4861 3079.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am, 10.30am
& 6.30pm. Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932
(W), (02) 9419 7349 (H). Ass. Rev. Warren
Esdale.
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English 9am & 5pm / Cantonese 10.30am /
Mandarin 9am / Bilingual Service 12noon /
Sunday School 9am & 10:30am / Youth 9am.
Church Office (02) 9331 4459. Rev. David
Tsai (02) 9747 4845 or 0408 5516 606.
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CORNERSTONE
@ Concord: Meets Concord Public School
9.30 am. Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St.
Concord. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 9702 5281
@ North: Meets Eastwood Heights Public
School 9.30am. Lincoln Street, Eastwood.
Rev. C. S. Tang (02) 9688 7880.
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong, Morongla.
Rev. David Stone Ph (02) 6341 2991.

CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Pastor Gordon Peden (02) 4932 0370.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts. 9.00am, 10.30am &
6.30pm. Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Jason Summers (02) 6557 5047
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm 2nd & 4th
Sundays. Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena.
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am and
11am. Chinese language. Rev. P. Tamsett 9760
0900. Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am
P. Magee 9863 3391. Canley Heights: 3 Derria
St. Inquiries 9609 7384. East Parramatta:
Inquiries B. Frost 0433 908 130.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House. Rev. Lyle Sims (02) 6743 1584.
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
5.30pm. Rev. Kevin Murray (02) 9580 1425.
KOGARAH
Meets Carlton School of Arts – 9.30am.
2 Short Street.
Mr Steve Chong (02) 8012 6837 (H).
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.00am.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
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Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MITTAGONG
Mittagong Presbyterian Community Church.
Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am. Sess Clrk
Mr David Hocking, (02) 4869 3118.
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
MOSS VALE
7 Browley St 9.30am & 6.00pm
Rev. Steve North (02) 4869 4795.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am &
6.00pm. Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am. Surfside: 7.00pm.
Stockton: 10.30am Wednesday.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
Asst: Rev. Jon Nuttall (02) 4928 3410.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Dr Stephen Pym (02) 9460 9637.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAK HILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 10.00am.
1st Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRINGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
A. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). Rev. Keith Walker (02) 4751 1188 (O).
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
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(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am Rev. David Hassan (02) 6765 2865.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TOUKLEY
Cnr Hargreaves St and Victoria Ave.
9.30am Morning Worship
6.00pm 2nd Sunday Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec.
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 4392 9904.
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. David Yu (02) 9489 3302.
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Rev. Keith King (02) 4784 1255
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba: Contact
Minister. Weethalle: Last Sunday 7.00pm.
Mrs Helen C. Husking, Session Clerk
(02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Keith Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Ian Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
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1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 10.00am each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9307 6583.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG
Terang: 155 High St.
Camperdown: Cnr Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Session Clerk: T. Fleming (03) 5594 8231.
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Simon Crittle (03) 9833 6007.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
Rev. Phillip Chang (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Brown (03) 9583 2785.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
CRANBOURNE/LYNDHURST
Cranbourne: Cnr Russel & Sladen Sts
10.00am weekly.
Lyndhurst: 214 Westernport Hwy (entry frm
Pyramid Pl) 2.00pm 2nd & 4th Sunday of
Mth. Mod: Rev. Bill Medley
(03) 9786 2976. cranbourne.pcvic.org.au
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd & McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald
Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans Rd.
& Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Mark Smith (03) 5625 4112.
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ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
Session Clerk: Mr John Disney 8707 0462.
Elder: Mr Andrew Bilyj
GEELONG (St. George’s)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St. 10.00am.
Ministers: The Very Rev. Dr Allan Harman (03)
5255 2134. Rev. Peter Wilding (03) 5281 1723.
GEELONG NORTH
60 Victoria St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
Clerk: Mr J. R. Diffen (03) 5264 8080.
GISBORNE (St Andrew’s)
Fisher Street 10.30am & Evening service last
Sunday of month 5.30pm (7.00pm Summer
daylight savings)
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev. David Schultz (03) 5562 7777.
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
HORSHAM
16 Kalkee Road 10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Willem Vandenberg (03) 5382 3735.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Rod Scott (03) 9763 4248.
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
2.00pm. Mr Stephen Kim 0430 136 155.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 5.30pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
5.15pm (Indonesian Service)
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Symmonds (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery Sts.
2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Miles Fagan (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am. Tallygaroopna:
Victoria St. 9.30am. Cobram: Cnr High and
Pine Sts. (Anglican Church) 2.30pm.
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Rev. Frank Savage (03) 5862 1621.
Yarram: Cnr Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm.
RESERVOIR (St. Andrews)
81 Edwardes St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk 9497 4785.
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 10.30am &
7.30pm (1st Sunday of the month).
H. Missionary – Pastor Steven Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr Jeff Broad (03) 5484 6284.
SEAFORD
(St Barnabas Anglican Church)
Corner of Park St & Margaret Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
SORRENTO-RYE
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Avenue
11.00am. Rye: Cnr Collingwood & Lyons
Sts. 9.15am. 6.00pm.
Rev. John Brennan (03) 5985 6492
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Cho (03) 9311 1661.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am
1st Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St.
7.00pm (5.00pm June, July, August).
WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am.
Brian Harvey (03) 5966 2309.
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.00am
(Includes Children’s program) & 5.00pm
(in the church hall Princess St).
Office: (03) 5562 2029.
South Warrnambool: MacDonald St. 9.15am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Rev. Ben Johnson (03) 5562 2029.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
1363 Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Dean Carroll (03) 5964 7563.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

queensland
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Nicol (07) 5499 1977 (office)
0418 876 634 (mob.)
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Gaius Goh (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
Rev. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek
Rd (cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 8.30am,
10.30am & 6.30pm. Centre: (07) 3398
4333. Ass. Rev. Jens Norved (07) 3396 1185.
Japanese Service 1.30pm. Des Soares (07)
3892 5912.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676.
www.arundel.org.au
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd & Regency
Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Ray Evans (07) 5573 1458.
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
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c h u r c h
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5530 5758.
HELENSVALE (Northlinks)
1 Shepparton Road – 9.30am.
Rev. John Evans (07) 5580 1367.
HERVEY BAY
5 Denman’s Camp Road, Scarness. 9.30am
& 7.00pm. Rev. John Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am. Office:
(07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland
9.00am & 7.00pm. Church Office (07) 5443
7073. Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am &
6.00pm.
Rev. Michael O’Connor (07) 4922 8240.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 9.00am. Emerald: Cnr Ruby &
Egerton Sts., 11.00am. Mr Mervyn Blake
Phone (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
The Gap High School Auditorium
1048 Waterworks Rd, 9.30am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 2987
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
Rev. Andrew Clarke (07) 4632 8027.

d i r e c to r y

TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
Rev Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 8.30am, 11.00am &
6.30pm. Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232.
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 4771 2460.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823.
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 7.45am,
9.30am & 5.45pm. Rev. Esa Hukkinen
(07) 4613 6691, (07) 4633 4188 (O).
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am. Wilston: Macgregor St.
10.15am. Newmarket: Wilmington St.
6.00pm. Rev. Stuart Atkinson (07) 3356 4124

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am. Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9398 1304 Off. (08) 9336 6542
MANDURAH
Cnr Sutton and Gibson St 10:00am
Rev. Paul Bloomfield (08) 9319 0706.
WEST LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
English & Japanese Service 1.00pm.
Rev. Steve Young (08) 9448 8755.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Rev. Kevin Stow (08) 8284 1719. Session
Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Rev. Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
36 Hutchison St. 10.00 am.
Pastor Robert Finster (08) 8391 2270.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Nelson (Vic). Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.

20| australian presbyterian December 2009

Int. Mod: Rev. Chris ten Broeke
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)
9739 6490. Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am. S/Clerk
H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St,
The Glebe. Mount Stuart 10.00am:
Mount Stuart Hall, Byard St, Mount Stuart.
Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 5.30pm.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. H.M. Dan Shepheard (03) 6234 8207.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.30pm. 188 Macquarie St.
(03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am. Glengarry: 9.15am.
Frankford H’way. Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd
Sunday. Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard 9.30am &
6.00pm. Clerk David Turner (03) 6247 7971.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Charlie Kennedy 0400 228 241.
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
50 Auld Kirk Road Sidmouth 10.00am.
Caveside Road Mole Creek 2.00pm. Pastor
Ian Partridge (03) 6394 7687.
To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50
$45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99
$55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

b i b l e

I will build my Church.

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 124:1-8
THE POINT Living as a citizen of heaven, a member of
Christ’s Church, is an adrenalin-rush experience. “The world,
the flesh and the Devil” are bent on bringing us down by using
all the resources at their disposal. Alone we cannot stand
against this onslaught, but in the LORD’s name our victory is
assured (see Romans 8:28-39).
THE PARTICULARS
• Contrary to modern thinking, God does take sides on behalf
of His Church. His name, the LORD, signifies that He is committed to certain Covenant promises He has made. In the NT
Jesus is the LORD (compare Isaiah 44:6 with Revelation 1:1718) and all the Covenant promises to Israel become promises

to His Church.
• In our spiritual warfare the forces that are against us are
much too powerful for us to hold at bay – but the LORD can
rescue us.
• Often God’s rescue process is last-minute, nail-biting stuff!
• We can trust completely in the LORD’s “name” (His character
and essential nature) because He is the Creator of all that
exists.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are there times when you feel totally overwhelmed by circumstances? Perhaps you feel like that now. Take time to
reflect on the implications of this Psalm. Pray for the persecuted Church.

The household of faith.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 125:1-5
THE POINT Trusting in the LORD is an individual commitment of faith, but Scripture talks about God’s dealings with
His people in the context of the Church. Our protection,
blessing and pilgrimage are a collective thing. The Bible does
not recognise “lone Christians”.
THE PARTICULARS
• The Church (Mount Zion) has been established by God forever and nothing can ever destroy it. (That these psalms are
referring to the Church and not to the geographical city
located 25 km NW of the Dead Sea is clear from history,
although Jerusalem did serve as the symbol of the Church
throughout OT times.)

• Those who put their trust fully in the LORD are as secure as
His Church, surrounded at present and forever by His protecting arms.
• God will not allow His Church to be forced into using
ungodly means to defend itself and its rightful inheritance.
He will remove all opposition to allow His Church to advance
(cf Matthew 16:18).
• The LORD discriminates between those who walk in His
ways and those who don’t: to the one He does good and grants
peace; to the other there is only the prospect of abandonment
forever.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What place does the Church have in your/your family’s life?

Restoration, joy... and toil.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y

PSALM 126:1-6

THE POINT The Church often has to go through “wilderness” experiences, times that seem like captivity. Egypt and
Babylon were literal examples of this for the OT Church.
When God suddenly sends a time of restoration and renewal
(revival) in the midst of such dryness it is a source of great joy
and blessing to His people. Evangelism and preaching (sowing) are carried out with more enthusiasm as results (reaping)
are more obvious, but the sower still toils with a heavy heart,
needing the LORD‘s continued blessing for a harvest. This
Psalm captures such a mood in the Church.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 127:1-5
THE POINT We can plan and scheme and build and guard
and toil as much as we like but unless the LORD is in it all our
efforts are futile and will come to nothing. Moreover, His
desire is to bless us abundantly with all we need, including rest
and a secure future.
THE PARTICULARS
• Building houses, families, cities, businesses, etc, to satisfy
our physical needs without having the LORD intricately
involved in the operation is an exercise in futility and will
come to nothing. (This Psalm is attributed to Solomon: note
what he also says in Ecclesiastes 2:24-26, and how this teaching was largely lost on him!)

THE PARTICULARS
• Spiritual revival among God’s people triggers a powerful
emotional response involving joy, laughter, amazement, and a
recognition that it is the Lord’s hand at work in a miraculous
way.
• Such a movement of God’s Spirit is obvious to all around.
• Even at such times of renewal men’s hearts are still hard (like
the Negev area SW of the Dead Sea) and need God’s attention.
• The LORD‘s Word will never return to Him fruitless (Isaiah
55:11-13). There will always be a harvest to reap with joy.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Use this Psalm as a basis for prayer for spiritual revival today.

Unless the LORD....
• Our defences against war and terrorism are useless if we
leave God out of the equation.
• Sleep is a special love-gift from God: we should accept it
gladly!
• The family is at the very core of a Christian view of society.
We must guard against its continued erosion with passion.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you think this Psalm is saying something important to us
today about the pressure our society is putting on us to establish our financial security by working long hours, going without sleep, and delaying having a family? Is man’s way successful?
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b i b l e

The fear of the LORD.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 128:1-6

THE POINT The basis of all God’s blessings is “the fear of
the LORD”. This is not being frightened of Him, but rather
holding Him in such high regard and with such respect as to
make “walk(ing) in His ways” our prime concern and motivation in life. His blessing includes productive and satisfying
work, abundant continuation of the family line, and prosperity of the community. Translated into spiritual terms for the
Christian today it means seeing many (including our children
and grandchildren) effectively discipled for Christ, and the
Church always growing in spiritual maturity.

THE PARTICULARS
• Fearing the LORD means walking in His ways as a way of life.
• The family is a visible expression of God’s blessing on His
people. For the unmarried believer or childless couple this visible expression is found in the family of the Church.
• The blessing of God’s people is always in the context of their
life within the worshipping community of the Church (Zion).
• Long life is a blessing from God; eternal life is a richer blessing!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is there a tendency today to look for, and expect, God’s blessing without the necessary commitment to walking in His
ways?

The Church Militant.

DAY 1 0
THE PASSAGE

s t u d y

PSALM 129:1-8

THE POINT Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble!
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” God’s people have
always been in conflict with the world. Sin puts man in direct
opposition to his Maker, and only when sin is dealt with at the
cross will this situation change. A world at war with God will
always be at war with His Church as well. But victory has
been won at the cross and the empty tomb – let God’s enemies
be without blessing.
THE PARTICULARS
• From the very beginning God’s people (Israel, the Church)
have always been oppressed by a hostile world (cf Cain and

DAY 1 1
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 130:1-8
THE POINT Verse 4 is the key to this Psalm. It contrasts the
true God with two other more commonly held views. Half the
world says: “With you there is NO forgiveness, therefore you
are feared.” The other half (including our own society) says:
“With you there is forgiveness, therefore you are NOT feared.”
The true God is to be feared because of the basis on which He
forgives: our redemption (= buying back something that is
already yours) at the great cost of the blood of His own
beloved Son on a cross!
THE PARTICULARS
• The Psalmist is conscious of sin that separates him from a
holy God. It’s like being cast into a pit from which there’s no

DAY 1 2
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 131:1-3
THE POINT The world today puts so much pressure on us to
perform, to be successful, to establish our personal identity
with confidence and self-sufficiency. King David had every
right to see himself as someone who could be proud of his
achievements; but instead he humbled himself before the
LORD, expressing his absolute dependence on Him for everything like an infant does to its mother.
THE PARTICULARS
• David recognises his place before the One who is his
covenant-making God. The LORD has established him as King
over His special chosen people and has given him past and
present success and great promises for the eternal future. But
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Abel).
• In spite of this, God’s people have never been overcome.
• There has been brutal and cruel suffering for the saints but
God’s righteous judgement always prevails. Christ’s righteous
life was the means by which victory was gained for us at the
cross.
• In the final analysis, the world hates God’s Church, and it
will eventually wither and die without His blessing upon it.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• By God’s grace, in our particular circumstances the Church is
not persecuted as in other times or places. Could this be due
in part to our being too “worldly” in our attitudes and ways?

Awesome forgiveness.
escape.
• But he knows God is merciful, that He forgives and forgets,
that He wipes out our condemning record (cf Psalm 103:12,
Colossians 2:13-14).
• The fact that a holy God is prepared to forgive us is awesome, not to be treated lightly but with the response of godly
living.
• In merciful, covenant love, the LORD pays the full price of
our redemption Himself. The Church consists of those so
redeemed.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Spend some time earnestly waiting in awe on God. Reflect on
what it means to you to be a forgiven sinner, saved by grace.

Childlike trust.
David refuses to let this go to his head. He doesn’t claim to be
important or clever in himself, but rather humbles himself
before the LORD (“my heart is not proud”) and among men
(“my eyes are not haughty”).
• There is unparalleled peace of mind and quietness of spirit to
be found in just resting like an infant in God’s arms (cf Isaiah
30:15).
• God is calling on the Church to entrust everything to Him
alone.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In what ways does your/your Church’s attitude or activity
reflect the way the world does things instead of God’s way?

b i b l e
DAY 1 3
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 132:1-18
THE POINT The Ark of the Covenant, built by Moses in the
wilderness and having its foundation in Mount Sinai, represented the LORD‘s presence among His people. After its years
of mobility in the desert, and centuries of being pushed from
pillar to post after the occupation of Canaan, David’s burning
desire was for the Ark to have a permanent resting place in
Zion, God’s Holy City. For David the King, coming together to
worship the LORD was the most important part of the
nation’s life. His dream was to have a permanent Temple, containing the Ark, in Jerusalem. This was consistent with God’s
promise that one of his descendants would always be the
anointed (Messiah) king over Israel. This Psalm captures this

DAY 1 4
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 133:1-3
THE POINT One of the things that is most obviously lacking
in our society today is harmony. The more we make material
things our focus the more we allow ourselves to be motivated
by greed and selfishness. The more educated and self-sufficient we become the more alienated we become from each
other because we are convinced we are right. In contrast to
this the LORD longs for there to be true unity among His people, His Church, so that He can bless us.
THE PARTICULARS
• It is God who brings us together as brothers and sisters in
His Church; we don’t choose each other! The true miracle of
His grace at work is when this results in a family in total har-

DAY 1 5
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 134:1-3
THE POINT This is the last of the 15 Songs of Ascent. They
began with the LORD’s people, His Church, struggling to survive among godless people (Meshech and Kedar – Psalm 120);
they finish with the LORD’s people worshipping Him in Zion.
While worship must necessarily involve all the people, there
are those whom the LORD calls to lead the worship so that all
may receive a blessing from it.
THE PARTICULARS
• “Praise the LORD” in verses 1 and 2 is literally “bless the
LORD” (as in KJV). But we cannot bless Him in the same way
He blesses us. We can only bless Him by acknowledging gratefully who He is.

DAY 1 6
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 135:1-7
THE POINT We have much for which to praise the LORD
our God, and He has provided different ways for us to do so:
serving among the body of His people (the Church) is one;
singing is another; recalling and telling of His great works in
the earth and in history is another. These are communal
activities. We must belong to a Church.
THE PARTICULARS
• The phrase “praise the LORD” here in Hebrew is “Hallelujah”.
Praising His name is praising Him because of all that He is.
• As in Psalm 134 there are those called and equipped to lead
worship.
• Worship, especially singing, ought to be a pleasant experience.

s t u d y
God among His people.
theme and spells out in detail what it means.

THE PARTICULARS
• Today is your turn to do the work! The ultimate focus of
Psalm 132 is on Christ and His Church, His Body, His
Building, His Flock, His Bride. See how many specific references you can identify to Christ, His relationship to the
Church, the people of His Church, its purpose, its function, its
work, its worship, its future.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How many of these features are evident in the life and worship of your church today? How can you help to improve
things?

Unity among God’s people.
mony.
• The Church portrays “a people as differentiated, but also as
integrated, as a priest and his robes.” The anointing oil
intended for the head is free to flow to bless the whole body
(Kidner).
• Like the dew, the unity comes as a gift from God’s hand.
“True unity, like all good gifts, is from above; bestowed rather
than contrived, a blessing far more than an achievement.”
(Kidner).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Look again at the things you noted yesterday about what the
features of the Church should be. How do these promote
unity?

Blessing in belonging.
• The “servants of the LORD” who minister (“stand”) in the
house of the LORD are people specially called and equipped to
lead the Church in public worship, bringing blessing from the
Creator.
• “By night” implies that they are rostered to do it day and
night.
• Lifting hands in the sanctuary (literally “holy place” or simply “holiness” – cf 1 Timothy 2:8) is a physical way of expressing the devotion of our hearts. It conveys meaning in group
worship.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are we expressive enough in our public worship today? What
are some dangers associated with being over demonstrative?

God desires our worship.
• We are chosen by God to be His Church, to belong to Him, to
be His treasured possession; knowing this should inspire worship.
• The LORD our God is the only true God; He is the great
Creator of all that exists; He controls weather patterns to do
His will.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• One of the most divisive issues in the Church’s worship
today is music. It is hard to think of anything less honouring
to God than standing with the people He has chosen to be His
“treasured possession” and refusing to sing enthusiastically
simply because “this isn’t my style of music”. Young or old,
are you guilty?
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A God with runs on the board.

DAY 1 7
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 135:8-21
THE POINT The whole Church, from top to bottom, has reason to praise the LORD. Although having no physical form,
He has demonstrated clearly His compassion and sovereign
power over the elements and nations, working out His Plan of
Salvation in every part of human history for the benefit of His
chosen people, His Church.
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD delivered Israel from Egypt with signs and wonders.
• The LORD established His people’s inheritance in Canaan at
the expense of life and property of nations under His divine
judgement.
• The LORD’s name and reputation stand firm in every age

and place.
• No matter what hardships and difficulties we have to endure,
the LORD comes with compassion and vindicates those who
are His.
• A God without physical parts yet who still hears, sees, speaks
and acts is better than a man-made god who has them but
can’t!
• People in every office in His Church should praise Him
together.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How has Jesus fulfilled, vindicated, and given substance to
all of God’s promises to the OT Church, Israel?
• God made Himself visible in Jesus. How is Jesus unlike
idols?

His love endures forever.

DAY 1 8
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 136:1-26
THE POINT God’s Church is more remembered by the world
in human history for its weakness and failures than for its triumphs. But the same history when seen from the perspective
of God’s saving purposes for His Elect leads us to quite a different conclusion. And then our response is one of worship,
praise and gratitude.
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD’s love (the Hebrew word covers mercy and kindness as well – a Covenant attribute of God towards Israel, His
Church), is not a transient emotion like human love; it
endures forever!
• The LORD who rules alone in the spiritual realm is good, and

we should therefore be thankful that it is not otherwise.
• The LORD is the Creator and Sustainer of the whole
Universe.
• The LORD’s meticulous and powerful care for the OT Church
(Israel) gives us confidence in His power to care for us today.
• The LORD cares about us in our weakness and can meet our
most basic needs. Had He not revealed Himself so clearly in
Scripture as being all-powerful yet caring most about the poor,
the needy and the vulnerable, human wisdom would not have
seen Him thus.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is your life an expression of gratitude for God’s love and
mercy?

Longing for heaven.

DAY 1 9
THE PASSAGE

sS tT u Ud yD

PSALM 137:1-9

THE POINT Israel in captivity among their enemies in
Babylon, longing for the day when they can return and rebuild
Jerusalem, is a picture of the persecuted Church in any age
longing for Christ’s Return. By God’s grace we can sing “the
songs of Zion” now because the Holy Spirit gives us a foretaste
of heaven, but when the world taunts us to do so while it persecutes us (as is the case in some places) this Psalm reflects
the Church’s cry, “How long, Lord?”
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD’s people will always live in tension this side of
heaven. We are strangers on the earth and the world around

DAY 2 0
THE PASSAGE
PSALM 138:1-8
THE POINT David expresses in this Psalm his firm confidence in the LORD. He has proved Himself faithful in the
past. He has shown Himself to overshadow any rival power or
authority in greatness and glory. In spite of His greatness He
walks beside and protects the humble and poor. David’s
response to all this is one of unmitigated praise and worship,
and a grateful acknowledgement that the Potter can be trusted
fully with the work of His hands.
THE PARTICULARS
• The LORD’s love (mercy) and faithfulness, His name and His
word, inspire our response of consuming praise and public
worship.
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us will always try to make fun of our “songs of Zion”.
• We are sometimes in danger of feeling at home where we
should be strangers, of adopting the world’s ways, and even of
loving the world so much we forget that heaven is our “highest
joy”.
• The way God’s people were treated by Babylon when
Jerusalem was destroyed aroused in them an intense desire
for revenge. Our zeal for God’s name should be equally
intense, but Jesus’ teaching about loving our enemies must
temper our reactions.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How can our regular weekly worship meet needs raised here?

Safe in the Potter’s hands.
• All other powers and authorities must submit to the LORD
alone.
• The LORD relates to the lowly but distances Himself from
the proud. Our behaviour ought to reflect this same attitude.
• “With your right hand you save me” is looking forward to the
One who will come and be our Advocate at God’s right hand.
• I can rest assured that nothing can harm me before the
LORD has completed all His purposes for me (see Ephesians
2:10).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you share David’s assessment of who the LORD is and
how we should respond? How is this reflected in your worship?
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news

Savarkar, told Compass, “There is danger from both Muslims and Christians,
because of conversions and terrorism.”

Chaplaincy move welcomed
Hindu terrorist threat

A
fter the recent arrests of numerous
Hindu terrorists for exploding bombs,
authorities increasingly view Hindu
right-wing extremists as a threat not
only to Muslim and Christian minorities
but also to national security.
Historically Hindu terrorist groups have
traded blows with India’s Muslim
extremists, but because of a perceived
threat from Christianity – as one Hindu
extremist leader expressed to Compass
– many analysts believe Hindu terrorists
increasingly pose dangers to Christians
as well.
John Dayal, secretary general of the
All India Christian Council, said that
while terrorism was not new for rightwing groups, some of the extremist
groups had “metamorphosed into fully
fledged terrorism squads on classical
lines – cells with local leaders, supply
lines, bomb-making experts, and clear
linkage with the intellectuals and motivators in the RSS (Hindu extremist
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) hierarchy.”
Asked if only Muslims were a threat
to Hindus, the president of the Hindu
extremist Abhinav Bharat, Himani

T
he Australian Christian Lobby
has welcomed Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd’s clear support for the school
chaplaincy program and the Federal
Government’s decision to extend funding for the program until the end of the
2011 school year.
ACL Managing Director Jim Wallace
said the Prime Minister’s announcement of an extra year’s funding of $42
million to the ACL National Conference
in Canberra last month was warmly welcomed by the many church and denominational leaders in attendance, as well as
grass-roots Christians.
“Given the overwhelming success of
the school chaplaincy program – as
borne out by recent research – we are
strongly hoping this will lead to the
school chaplaincy program being not
only funded but also extended in the
future,” Mr Wallace said.

Christian girl abducted

A

Bangladesh court has released three
abductors unusually early on bail, preventing the rescue of a young Christian
girl who was abducted and forced to
convert to Islam and marry one of her
kidnappers, according to police. Four

Muslim men abducted eighth-grade student Silvia Merry Sarker on July 30 as
she made her way home from school in
west Sujankathi village, under
Agoiljhara police jurisdiction, in Barisal
district in southern Bangladesh, according to her father, Julian Sarker.
Filing a case under the Women and
Children Repression Act against AlAmin Faria, 24, Shamim Faria, 22,
Sahadat Faria, 20, and Sattar Faria, 50,
Sarker charges that the men abducted
his daughter initially to “indulge AlAmin Faria’s evil desire”. Later she was
forced to convert to Islam and marry AlAmin Faria, which Sarker said was part
of an attempt to take over his land and
property.
Local police inspector Ashok Kumar
Nandi said that police were continuing
efforts to arrest the kidnappers but had
yet to find them, as the unusually early
bail order had blocked their efforts.
Compass Direct

Blogger pressured

A

Coptic Christian blogger in Egypt
entering his second year of prison without charge is being pressured to convert
to Islam in exchange for his freedom, his
attorneys said. On October 3 last year
Hani Nazeer, a 28-year-old high school
social worker from Qena, Egypt and
author of the blog “Karz El Hob” (“Love
Cherries”), was arrested by Egypt’s State
Security Investigations and sent to Burj

‘The Manse’

Stanley, Tasmania
Holiday Accommodation
3 bedroom furnished home available
to Presbyterian family and friends –
Very Reasonable Rates
For More Information phone:
(03) 6458 1116 (03) 6458 1321

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church • 621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: John Stasse
Phone: (03) 9931 1546
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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Al-Arab prison. Gamel Eid, executive
director of the Arabic Network for
Human Rights Information, said
Nazeer upset Islamic authorities by criticizing the increasing Islamization of
Egyptian civil society and irked church
leaders by lamenting political involvement of the Coptic Orthodox Church.
Meanwhile, Egyptian State Security
last month arrested a Christian Copt in
the village of Deir Samalout, Samalout,
Minia province, for praying “without a
license.”
According
to
the
Assyrian
International News Agency, he was held
in prison for two days before being
released on “compassionate grounds”.
Maurice Salama Sharkawy, 37, had
invited Pastor Elia Shafik, to conduct
the sacrament of the “Anointing of the
Sick” for his sick father, who had suf-

fered a stroke. State Security broke into
his house while the prayers were ongoing, handcuffed Sharkawy, put him in a
police car and took him to a police station for interrogation.
Assist

sustaining several injuries. Since then
many in the church have received
threats from area Muslims, but police
have taken no action against the
assailants, church leaders said.
Compass Direct

Pakistani convert murdered

Bibles seized over ‘Allah’

A

M
alaysian port and customs authorities have seized at least 15,000 Bibles in

new Muslim-background believer
from Pakistan has been brutally murdered in Athens. The young, 20-year-old
Pakistani man had recently been baptized as a Christian. He attended a local
Bible study in Athens, but was unable to
be there regularly because he lived
downtown.
Greek authorities say he was found
with his throat slit, and that the murder
was carried out by Muslim refugees who
didn’t like him becoming a Christian
and witnessing to his newfound faith.

Muslims attack church
PCA Ministries –
South Australia
We urgently need
help in South Australia
There’s an urgent need for Ministers, Home
Missionaries or other suitably qualified
people to come here and preach the Gospel
as well as care for the flock in this part of
God’s Kingdom. There is a particular need
in a large regional city with a diverse background and a projected growth to exceed
100,000 in the next 20 years.
Do you think you would meet the criteria?
Do you revel in the challenge of
proclaiming Christ?
Is a regional city your preferred choice of
locale?
If this is you then you may be the person
we’re looking for!
The person we envisage for this challenge
would need to meet the requirements of
PCA Ministries (copy available on request)
and would, ideally have some form of additional income available as funds are limited.
We’re looking forward to hearing of your
interest in this challenge for the Kingdom.

A
bout 40 Muslim extremists with
machetes and clubs tried to break into a
Sunday worship service outside
Uganda’s capital city of Kampala last
month, leaving a member of the congregation with several injuries and damaging the church building. Eyewitnesses
said the extremist mob tried to storm
into World Possessor’s Church
International at 11 am as the church
worshipped.
A member of the congregation who
was taking photos of the worship service – and then the attack – was beaten,

PREZRA School of Theology
If you’re interested in gaining
qualifications for service then we suggest
you consider training with PREZRA.
The courses are free;
They are structured to meet the requirements of the Australian College of theology (A.Th., L.Th., as well as the Home
Missionary Certificate (HMCertif.)
There is also a Certificate of Biblical
Studies for Lay Workers available.
Contact: Rev. Kevin Stow
jeanflynnpcsa@hotmail.com
or
Phone: (08) 8284 1719
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recent months because the word “Allah”
for God appears in them. Some 10,000
of the Bahasa Malaysia-language Bibles,
which were printed in Indonesia, are in
Kuching, capital of Sarawak in East
Malaysia, and another 5000 copies are
in Kelang near Kuala Lumpur.
The Christian Federation of
Malaysia called for the immediate
release of the confiscated Bibles. At the
same time, CFM Executive Secretary
Tan Kong Beng told Compass that the
federation is striving for amicable relations with government authorities. In
2005 the government of Malaysia agreed
to allow the use of “Allah” in non-Muslim
literature, according to CFM, citing a
written agreement in December of that
year that Bahasa Malaysia Bibles can be
distributed so long as the symbol of the
cross and the words “A Christian publication” are printed on the front page.

Flourish bloomed

M
ore than 200 people from across
Australia gathered for Flourish, the
first conference for men and women on

n e w s
women’s ministry in the Presbyterian
Church of Australia. Organiser
Ngaire Moore said speaker Craig
Tucker took them on an engaging journey through Ephesians 5 to understand
how they were created as men and
women. The talks can be downloaded
from the Flourish website at
http://www.gaawomensministry.com/
Resources.html .
Ms Moore said that in 2007 the
General Assembly of Australia gave
the Flourish committee the task of helping the church implement a report (A
Partnership for God’s Glory) on women’s
views on ministry needs in the
Presbyterian Church of Australia. This
conference was an important first step.
Further feedback can be made on the
website http://www.gaawomensministry
.com.

Vale Henk Boer

T

he Reverend Henk Boer died, aged
80, on August 10. A thanksgiving
Service for his life was celebrated at the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern
Australia, in Cardiff, NSW. He is survived by his wife Catherine, four sons
and a daughter. Two of his sons trained
for the Presbyterian Ministry in NSW.

Henk emigrated to Australia from
the Netherlands in 1954, and soon
became a leader of the newly established youth fellowship of the Reformed
Church of Brisbane. He studied at the
Reformed Theological College of
Geelong. In 1970 he joined the
Presbyterian Church of NSW. He pastored churches at Tumbarumba (1972
-1975), Scots Church Maitland (1975
-1983), Terrigal (1983-1989) and
Gloucester (1989-1992), retiring in
1992.

Iranian women released

T
wo Christian converts from Islam,
held in Iran’s notorious Evin prison for
more than six months, have been
released. Maryam Rostampour and
Marzieh Amirizadeh Esmaeilabad
have yet to face another court hearing.
They were arrested on March 5 by
Iranian security forces, and charged
with
anti-government
activities.
However, it became clear that apostasy
(conversion from Islam to Christianity),
not anti-state activities, was the reason
for the arrest.
International Christian Concern
says that Iran issued no statement
explaining the verdict for Maryam and
Marzieh’s release. However, the decision

follows international pressure and
prayers from Christians throughout the
world.
Assist

CTA helps Seven

C
hristian Television Australia is
producing a Christmas Special to be
seen around Australia on the Seven
Network on Christmas Day.
Called “The Difference Christmas
Makes”, the program is hosted by Karl
Faase, senior pastor of Gymea Baptist
Church. Mr Faase also hosts “Face to
Face” seen weekly on the Australian
Christian Channel.
“The program sets out to show that
belief in the Christmas story and
Christianity is firstly based on reliable
historical evidence,” said producer and
CTA CEO Martin Johnson. “In the past
few months there has been a lot of discussion about Christian faith, religion
and what some critics call the ‘delusion’
of God. We have set out very deliberately
to show that not only are the events of
the first Christmas based on fact, but
when you look at the impact that
Christian faith has on people’s lives and
the work of Christian organisations, you
have to say that there is nothing delusional about Christian faith,” he said.
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agenda
Reformed church ‘imploding’
By Audrey Barrick

T
he Reformed Church in America
is a sinking ship, says one Reformed
believer. “Listen. Do you hear them?
Those are the gentle, mournful sounds
of a denomination imploding,” wrote
Donald A. Luidens, professor of sociology at Hope College, Michigan, in
November’s Perspectives. “The denominational craft has carried us far, but its
time is up. It has sprung debilitating
leaks which can no longer be plugged.
“It was here; it flourished; it ministered; it floundered; and then it was
gone ... It is time to look for a new vehicle, or collation of vehicles, to move the
church faithfully and compellingly into
the 21st century.”
Luidens makes several arguments –
including “ideological messiness”, “theological muddiness” and the weakening
of polity – supporting his claim.
Studies show that many in the
Reformed churches have little knowl-

edge of the doctrinal standards of the
denomination,
including
the
Heidelberg Catechism, Canons of the
Synod of Dort, and Belgic Confession,
he says.
Numerically, membership has continued to decline in the RCA, he notes.
“Active communicants” fell from
235,000 at its peak in the mid-1960s to
roughly 170,000 today.
Bradley G. Lewis, professor of
Economics at Union College, New
York, agrees with Luidens on some
points but does not believe the struggles
in the denomination are as fatal.
“Is it time to book the hearse, order
the flowers, and arrange a decent burial
for the oldest Protestant denomination
in North America? ... I think not,” Lewis
argues in Perspectives.
Lewis refers to Luidens’ own book,
Divided by a Common Heritage: The
Christian Reformed Church and the
Reformed Church in America at the
Beginning of the New Millennium, to
make the case that ideological or theological conflicts do not spell the end of
the denomination. Over the years, he
says, RCA leaders have argued over
evangelism and doctrinal consistency
but did not split over it. The RCA also
joined in ecumenical endeavors without
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having to agree with all its partners, he
points out.
Regarding numbers, Lewis cites
RCA’s Orange Books to show that
while the number of confessing members dropped by over 10,000 from 2003
to 2008, actual worship attendance
remained stable. The number of adherents was at a high in 2008 at over
50,000.
Christian Post

Berlin Wall anniversary
By Jenna Lyle

C

hurch leaders have paid tribute to
the faith and courage of ordinary men
and women who helped unify Germany
and end the Cold War on the 20th
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall
last month.
The newly elected head of the
Evangelical Church in Germany
(EKD), Bishop Margot Kaessmann,
said dream became reality when the wall
came down on 9 November 1989.
“Brave women and men from the civil
rights movement in the former
German Democratic Republic laid the
foundation for this day by opposing the
regime and inspired many more people
to do the same through their example,”
she said.
Bishop Kaessmann said she was
grateful for the decisive role played by
the EKD in the GDR at this time.
She said that remembering the historic event could help bring Europe
closer together.
Preaching at an ecumenical service in
the Gethsemane Church in Berlin
today, the head of the German
Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop
Robert Zollitsch, called on “East and
West to keep building bridges towards
one another in patience and perseverance”.
The fall of the wall, he continued,
demanded that the German people show
solidarity with those still living in
bondage and contribute to a Europe
“that truly serves the relationship
between people and states”.
“The memory of 9 November 1989
and no less the memory of the terrible
events of the Night of Broken Glass on 9
November (1938, against the Jews),
teach us unequivocally: walls – whether
real or in people’s heads – do not solve
any problems. On the contrary, they create problems. They obstruct the future.”
Christian Today
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Copts attacked again

S
ince mid-November, the Upper
Egyptian town of Farshoot has been
the scene of ongoing Muslim mob violence against Coptic Christian residents.
The violence has also extended to a
number of neighboring villages.
According
to
the
Assyrian
International News Agency, the mob ransacked and burnt Coptic property, while
Copts hid indoors fearing to go outside.
Reuters Cairo reported a witness said,
“Chaos is overwhelming (in the city).”
The violence was prompted by
reports of sexual abuse of a girl by 21
year-old Copt Guirgis Baroumi, who is
being detained by the police pending
investigations. Many Copts believe that
the rape incident is being used by
Muslims as a pretext to start violence
against them.
The violence is continuing. There are
reports that seven Coptic women have
been abducted. Witnesses said nearly
3000 angry Muslims gathered in front
of the Farshoot Police Headquarters.
They were there, AINA reported, planning to kidnap and kill Baroumi while he
was being transported to court.
AINA said Coptic priest Rev.
Benjamin Noshi was driving his car
when the mob stopped and assaulted
him, fracturing his skull. He is currently
in hospital. By the evening, AINA
reported, most Coptic businesses were
looted and burnt. “They are destroying
the Coptic economy in these areas,” said
Wagih Yacoub of Middle East
Christian Association.

A witness said that some Coptic families were thrown out of their homes,
which were occupied by Muslims.
AINA said although security forces
were deployed, they are not taking any
action to stop the violence.
Rev. Elisha, pastor of St Michael’s
Church in Farshoot said the Muslims
burnt down shops, pharmacies, broke
down doors of homes and terrorised the
inhabitants.
Assist

ET, come back

T

he Vatican’s Pontifical Academy
of Science has run a five-day study
week devoted to the emerging field of
astrobiology, the scientific study of
extraterrestrial life.
“This is a quite appropriate topic for
the academy, which has a multidisciplinary membership, since it is a field
which combines research in many disciplines, principally astronomy, cosmology, biology, chemistry, geology and
physics,” said Father José Funes, SJ,
director of the Vatican Observatory.
Dr Chris Impey, deputy head of the
University of Arizona’s astronomy
department, said: “Four hundred years
ago, Galileo Galilei turned his telescope
to the heavens and forever changed the
way we view ourselves in relation to the
universe. In addition to cementing the
Copernican revolution with his observations, he showed that the moon was a
geological body like the Earth, with
mountains and valleys.
“Four hundred years later, the study
of other worlds has grown to promi-

nence in astronomy. In the past 15
years, technological breakthroughs
have led to the discovery of more than
400 planets beyond the Solar System.
The smallest of these is not much more
massive than the Earth. Meanwhile, lab
experiments have made progress in
tracing the processes by which simple
chemical ingredients might have
evolved into cells about four billion
years ago, and scientists have discovered life in surprisingly diverse, inhospitable environments on the Earth. It
is plausibly estimated that there are
hundreds of millions of habitable locations in the Milky Way, which is just
one of billions of galaxies in the universe.”
Scientists still only know of one
planet with life: our own. But there is a
palpable expectation that the universe
harbors life and there is hope that the
first discovery is only a few years away.
“The questions of life’s origins and of
whether life exists elsewhere in the universe are very suitable and deserve serious consideration,” said Father Funes.
Participants agreed that the discovery of
any other sentient life forms in the universe would raise fascinating philosophical questions, but the conference was
devoted to the scientific aspects of the
hunt for life.
The interdisciplinary conference,
involving 30 scientists from research
institutes around the world, explored
issues such as the origins of life, the elements necessary for the emergence of
life forms, and the exploration of distant planets that could be searched for
signs of life.

Visiting
Ballarat?
Worship with us at Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au
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Clash of faith
Religious persecution is intensifying around the world.

Barney Zwartz

I

n China, the knock on the door in
the small hours of the morning
followed by intimate acquaintance with a police truncheon is
not, unfortunately, a memory of an
unlamented past. That was how the
nation’s Christians learned a couple of
months ago that another wave of crackdowns had begun.
On September 13, some 400 military
police began arresting and beating leaders of one of the largest underground
churches, the 50,000-member Fushan
church in Linfen, according to Bob Fu,
director of the Washington-based China
Aid agency. Many are still in jail or nursing their injuries.
Other large churches in Shanghai and
Beijing, allowed to operate relatively
untroubled for three years, were suddenly declared illegal, the worship places
locked, and church members harassed,
intimidated and threatened.
But it’s not just Christians. China is
an equal opportunity persecutor, targeting political dissidents, possible dissidents, Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur
Muslims, Catholics, Protestants and the
Falun Gong.
And it’s not just China. Two years
ago, the British Secret Service reported
that 200 million Christians in 60 countries around the world were or risked
being persecuted for their faith, while
Muslims, Buddhists, Baha’is, members
of tribal religions and many others are
also suffering. Around the globe, religious persecution seems to be getting
more intense.
The US independent Committee on
International Religious Freedom (CIRF),
in its 2009 report to the President and
Congress, named 13 countries of particular concern for persecution, with
another 14 on its watch list.
The worst countries are mainly communist or Muslim (Burma, China,
Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, North Korea,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam,

Now it’s ordinary
citizens killing their
next-door neighbours.
I regard it as a pregenocidal situation.
Elizabeth Kendal

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Belarus,
Cuba, Egypt, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Laos, Russia, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Tajikstan, Turkey, Venezuela). And, in
Muslim countries, the victims are often
Muslims. Think of the Taliban-style terror in Pakistan, with suicide bombers
attacking markets, schools and the military; or the Sunni-Shiite conflict in Iraq;
or oppression of the wrong “sort’’ of
Muslim in many countries, from Iran to
Saudi Arabia.
Sometimes the persecutor is the
state, sometimes the state tacitly
approves, sometimes it simply stands
by. But, many commentators say, it
would be a mistake to see the motivation for religious persecution or violence
as purely religious.

W

idney Brown, Amnesty International’s British-based senior
director of law and policy, says that
although violence is often perpetrated by
non-state actors (for example, Muslim
pogroms against Christians or Hindus
against Muslims), politicians are usually
responsible for stirring up trouble for
reasons connected with power or land.
And politics hampers efforts to combat religious persecution, too. The CIRF
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was set up by Congress to link US foreign policy with human rights, but political reality often intervenes, as it
acknowledges in its annual report.
According to commentator Elizabeth
Kendal, since the global financial crisis,
the United States has lost leverage,
especially with China.
‘“It’s always been political,’’ she says.
“The US never exerted much pressure
on Saudi Arabia, but it made a big difference in some poor countries like
Uzbekistan. But as Uzbekistan turned
back towards Russia, the US lost leverage and persecution picked up again.’’
Kendal, who monitors persecution
from Melbourne for the World
Evangelical Alliance Religious Liberty
Commission, has noticed some disturbing trends, particularly in Muslim countries such as Pakistan and Egypt.
“Pogroms in Pakistan used to be militants coming in, raising hostility and
leading violence. Now it’s ordinary citizens killing their next-door neighbours.
I regard it as a pre-genocidal situation.
“The same thing has happened in
India. The Orissa violence was perpetrated from within. Local Hindus
burned and macheted their neighbours.’’ (Last year, dozens of Christians
were killed and 50,000 displaced in systematic attacks by Hindu extremists in
the Indian state.)
Like the CIRF, which criticises inactive governments, Kendal says impunity
for perpetrators is dangerous and
increasing. “In Pakistan, militant ideology has been allowed to spread without
being challenged. It’s about Saudi
Arabian ideological expansion. It’s not
the Taliban rising up in the Punjab but
local madrassa leaders.’’
In Egypt, she says, matters have dramatically worsened for Coptic
Christians. “The rise in fundamentalism
is splitting the country. Coptic girls are
relentlessly kidnapped off the streets,
raped, forced to marry a Muslim and
never seen again.’’

p e r s e c u t i o n
The authorities are not interested,
she says, because they are trying to
appease fundamentalists by adopting
more elements of sharia, or Islamic law.
“This mandates that Christians can’t
take Muslims to court. In Pakistan, a
recent development is enforced ‘reconciliation’. When Muslims rape your wife,
burn down your house and stab you, you
can’t go to court.’’
Amnesty International’s Widney
Brown says India is a fascinating place
for ideological communal violence, with
attacks on Christians, Muslims, Dalits
(untouchables) and tribal religions. In
Gujarat province, governed by the
Hindu extremist BJP party, the rhetoric
is clearly designed to keep power by vilifying Muslims, she says.
“What’s happening is that political
conflicts about power and land are being
described as religious because [politicians] think it’s a way to inflame people’s passions. But we are also seeing
more sectarian violence driven by religion. Iraq and Pakistan are classic examples. It is usually Sunni-Shia, and in Iraq
it’s obviously about power. The Sunnis
had political power and now they don’t,
and feel marginalised.’’
Another factor is that news travels
fast today, Brown says. Violence in
Xinjiang between Han Chinese and (ethnic Turkish) Uighurs was sparked by
trouble in Guangdong, thousands of
kilometres away, after mischievous
rumours spread over the internet.

S

outh Asia specialist Robin Jeffrey
agrees. Former Australian governorgeneral William Slim, in his memoirs
about his time in the Indian army in the
1920s, wrote of how Hindus would drive
a pig through a mosque or Muslims
would kill a cow in front of a temple
when they wanted to provoke a riot.
In Moghul times, Jeffrey says,
Hindus and Muslims would face off,
“but what happened in the village stayed
in the village. Now it’s on the front
pages, and probably on TV in two or
three hours.’’
Jeffrey, a research professor at the
National University of Singapore, says
India is complicated because it is undergoing massive industrialisation of a
rural economy. This offers groups such
as the BJP large recruitable crowds.
“For BJP people it’s a good cheap
thrill, no shortage of young men to send
off to beat other people up. Where
there’s a BJP government, they control
the police and have cadres they’ve

promised this excitement.’’
Monash University politics lecturer
Waleed Aly says much so-called religious
violence is nationalist aspirations
refracted through a religious prism, usually disputes over land or resources. But
social groups have evolved around religions, so that’s the way conflict is often
expressed.
Tensions for Muslims in the southern
Philippines,
southern
Thailand,
Chechnya and Kashmir fit this model,
he argues, as did Kosovo and Bosnia.
“I’m sceptical of the suggestion that

Obama hasn’t handled
this issue well. It is
seen as appeasement
policies and will hurt
US interests long-term.
Bob Fu

there are people who go around killing
people for no reason but that they
belong to a religious group. It becomes a
feature of the conflict but not an explanation of it.
“Radical [Islamic] websites list all the
places in the world where Muslims are
on the receiving end of military action
and conflate them all as part of a grand
conspiracy against Islam. The minute
you assess a conflict as religious you are
privileging one factor. This is borne out
by the fact that so much conflict is intrareligious.’’
China is in the international eye
because US President Barack Obama is
visiting – and conspicuously not saying
much about human rights, while he pursues economic and climate change agendas. Chinese church leader and human
rights activist Fan Yafeng complained
this week that Obama is “the weakest
US president on human rights in 30
years’’.
China Aid’s Bob Fu, who was forced
to flee China in 1997, says the US
Administration gave China the green
light to persecute earlier this year when
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton

promised non-interference, and pursued other policies of appeasement.
“It emboldened them to take these
steps and not worry about the international consequences. Obama hasn’t handled this issue well. It is seen as appeasement policies and will hurt US interests
long term,’’ Fu says.
The CIRF wrote to Obama before his
China trip, pleading for him to raise religious freedom and arguing that persecution should not be ignored in pursuit of
other concerns. “How the Chinese
Government deals with its religious
minorities and human rights defenders
will affect issues of domestic stability
and economic development, the transition of China to a rule-of-law system,
and the demands of millions of Chinese
for greater freedoms and government
transparency – all critical concerns for a
growing US-China relationship,’’ it said.
Fu also thinks China is at the crossroads. The country now has up to 130
million Christians – far more than members of the Communist Party. He says
Chinese are attracted by the sincerity
and love they find in the churches, particularly the way members trust each
other in a society in which trust is rare.
Unlike the former Communist maxim
“one more Christian, one less Chinese’’,
Fu says faith makes Chinese better citizens, more active members of civil society, but also less open to government
control.
Antonio Chan, vice-chairman of
Asian Outreach Australia, believes that
Christianity has grown beyond the
Government’s ability to control, both
in numbers and in attracting professionals and business people who have
money and influence. “The growth is so
great the Government can’t do anything about it. It’s a weight they cannot
ap
stop.’’
This article is reprinted from
The Age, for whom Barney
Zwartz is religion editor.

The Blessedness of Death – for Believers
Rev. Dallas Clarnette
The last words of selected Christians
who faced death with joy at the prospect of
seeing Christ face to face.
In bookshops, or direct from the author:
Rev D Clarnette, 180 Ninth Ave, Rosebud 3939
$10.00 posted
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Divine reversal
Mercy shows how god shocks human understanding.

Simon Barrow

O

ne of the many ironies of
modern life is that, wired in
the technology of recognition and representation, we
find it ever more difficult to perceive
others, the world and ourselves in any
kind of hopeful way. After God – as
many see it – we are not just wallowing
in the dark, we are also blinded by the
light.
Recently I watched the extraordinary
film version of Philip K. Dick’s noir fantasy, A Scanner Darkly, which draws its
title (via St Paul’s “through a glass
darkly”) and several of its key verbal references from a scriptural storehouse of
language which fewer and fewer people
now recognise in its traditional context
– but which may still turn out to be
vitally important to human flourishing
as it is rediscovered in fresh ways.
The book and the movie concern a
dystopian, reverse world in which the
ability to view everything leads to topdown control and paranoia, where people end up spying on themselves, where
identities are ‘blurred’ physically and
mentally, and where the one agency that
is supposed to be combating the evil of
narcotic dependency is actually promoting it.
The readings for the 14th Sunday
after Pentecost (Isaiah 35:4-7a, Psalm
146, James 2:1-13, Mark 7:24-37) also
contain a whole series of dramatic reversals concerning darkness and danger.
But in a remarkably different way.
In the ancient Hebrew tradition,
from which Christian as well as Jewish
understandings are forged, the prophet
is above all else a ‘Seer’, a visionary –
one whose vocation is not so much to
predict the future (that belongs to God
alone) as to enable us to see the fullness
of reality, the world as it really is or
could be.
What the prophetic imagination does
is to “re-describe reality” with what is
missing filled in. It suggests that if the
present could be seen truthfully, the

Those who put their
trust in thrones and
chariots were actually
staring at themselves in
distorted mirrors.
transforming possibilities of God would
be all too apparent, inviting us to repentance – a radical change of heart and
direction.
In this sense the vision of shalom presented by Isaiah and by the Psalmist
reveals the opposite of what now is, in
the form of a promise. A world of
oppression, injustice and suffering is
neither inevitable nor necessary. To defy
the order of death and to envision a
realm of peace based on the restoring of
right relationships among people, with
the natural world and with God is –
despite all appearances to the contrary –
to go with the final grain of the universe
as sheer gift.
If only we could recognise it, say the
biblical writers, there is a divine reversal
going on. When mercy is shown, when
the stranger is welcomed, when right is
done, when abusive power is resisted,
when the hungry are offered food, the
prisoners release and the homeless shelter – in those moments of faithfulness
to God’s underlying purposes, despite
the suffering and brutality around us, a
new world beckons.
In Psalm 146, the divine call is clear:
to exalt the humble, and to watch over
the most vulnerable in the land (the
sojourner, widow, orphan). The creative
God is also a redeemer. The final verse
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sets the cry for justice and a dramatic
reversal of fortune – the plans of the
wicked are thwarted – within a vision of
the gentle realm of God.
In Isaiah 35 the Day of the Lord, the
moment where right judgement trumps
false pretensions, means deliverance
from the confinement of despair, hopelessness, and God-forsakenness. The
context, as in chapters 40-55, is one of
exile and longing. The theme is not so
much vengeance as vindication. Those
who have followed a thorny path, refusing to believe that all is lost, are proved
right after all. Those who put their trust
in thrones and chariots were actually
staring at themselves in distorted mirrors, rather than finding their true
selves within the image of God.
Likewise, says the Epistle of James,
when Christian communities are bolstered with self-regard, when they bask
in the approval of the rich and powerful
and convince themselves that the correct belief alone will justify them, they
deceive themselves. This is especially
the case when they simultaneously deny
justice and dignity to those on the margins, to labourers, to people living on
the edge – those who present to us the
tangible judgement of God on the way
we arrange our lives and our world.

I

n his 1977 book Rich Christians in an
Age of Hunger, which prefigured
much of the more recent concern among
evangelical churches for people and
planet, Ron Sider tells the story of a US
pastor who causes great offence in the
pews by delivering a fearsome manifesto
denouncing the wiles of the rich and the
mistreatment of poor people and workers. His congregation in turn accuse him
of sedition and of ‘pulpit politics’. But he
points out to them that, in fact, every
word he has used is sourced directly
from the likes of Isaiah, from Amos and
from James. They call themselves biblical people, but the Word is apparently
unknown to them when it comes to act-

h o l i n e s s
ing justly, seeking mercy and walking
humbly before God as a social reality.
Yet the uncomfortable fact is that
more often than not the Gospel reverses
our “normal” judgments, our idea of
what is “natural” and “right”. If we are to
judge correctly, and not find ourselves
hoist with our own legalistic petard, we
need to discover what it is to live and to
have faith with integrity, says the
Epistle of James. This means seeking
the knowledge of God that comes to us
through merciful action, not through
pious sounding words or recourse to the
protection of religious tradition. In
these terms, the Christian message is
un-common sense – something rare and
precious – rather than mere “conventional wisdom”.

that judgement be imposed but compassion be available. Our beliefs dictate
that justice be served but mercy be
shown.”
Of course when we seek to act in the
light of the Gospel’s way of seeing, we
will not always know whether what we
are doing is right. Sometimes we will
mess things up. The facts and fallibilities of any given situation will always be
questionable, “open to judgement”.
What is most important is that we too
are open to judgement, and that we are
clear about the character of right-dealing tempered by mercy that lies at the
heart of flesh which is God’s, made
available to us in Christ and in the quality of community that bears his name.

W

riting about the recent row over
the decision by a Scottish court to
allow the terminally ill Lockerbie bomber,
Ali al-Megrahi, to die at home rather than
in prison, Quaker writer Jill Segger
(http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/10119)
cuts to the heart of the matter for those
of us who would dare call ourselves
Christians. “Mercy reflects God to us in
a unique manner,” she says. “It invites us
to share in the wholeness for which we
were created. If we permit ourselves to
become caught up in the power games
between Holyrood, Westminster,
Washington and Tripoli, we will miss
the truth.”
The Seer stares long and hard at reality with all its agonising contradictions,
but without losing sight of the deeper
reality we call love. That is incredibly
hard to do. Sinking to fashionable cynicism and resorting to realpolitik are
much more acceptable paths, though we
often pretend to decry them when it is
convenient to us.
Scottish justice minister Kenny
MacAskill is, in the eyes of many who
see the world primarily through the lens
of vengeance (either because of their
suffering, or less creditably because of
their worldview), a scoundrel or a fool.
But there is surely genuine courage and
insight in his way of trying to weigh the
true odds: “Our justice system demands

In God’s household, one
ordered by grace rather
than mortgage, everything that stands in the
way of abundant life is
cast aside.
Which brings us back to Mark’s
Gospel. Here Jesus, operating on foreign
territory (the Roman-ruled Decapolis),
finds Himself on the wrong end of a
conversation with a woman who – the
writer makes abundantly plain – is both
a Gentile and, according to the more rigorous religious beliefs of the Jewish
community, “unclean” (because outside
the Law).
So Jesus rehearses to her the conventional judgement on her status in the
starkest terms imaginable. Ironic or not,
it is little short of an insult. But the
Syrophoenician woman turns the tables
and demonstrates a true understanding
of the mercy of God towards those out-

side the system, those in desperate need.
Her faith brings Jesus up short, and
contrasts vividly with the legalism of
some of His own inheritance. But perfection for God is found in brokenness
restored, not in infallibility and
immutability. As Leonard Cohen sings,
“Everything has a crack in it. That’s
what let’s the light in.” So it is that
(remarkably, in our limited vision, perhaps) Jesus allows this woman both to
shape and to participate in the
Messiahship that people rightly come to
recognise in Him. A new kind of wholeness is achieved – one that was not available at the beginning of the encounter.
A divine reversal takes place.
What we discover here is that, in
God’s household, one ordered by grace
rather than mortgage, everything that
stands in the way of abundant life and
the sharing of that life is cast aside. This
often causes scandal to the conventionally religious.
In Mark’s account, Jesus offers
healthcare to all, including those outside
the Law, and cautions those he heals not
to let on lest the authorities find out.
But the Good News and the threat it
causes to those who wish to control
God’s mercy for their own purposes will
not be contained.
The question we need to ask of ourselves, of our churches, and of the plans
we have for the future, is therefore
something like this: Are we willing to
receive the pattern of “divine reversal”
that is God’s way in the world? Are we
willing to be vehicles for a love that
crosses boundaries, breaks barriers and
inconveniently opens our hearts to others? Or do we prefer the safety that
comes from trying to wrap up the
Gospel in institutions and practices that
protect us from the disturbing Word we
ap
meet in Christ?
Simon Barrow is co-director of English
Christian think tank Ekklesia.
www.simonbarrow.net This article is
adapted from an address given at St
Stephen’s Anglican Church, Exeter, on
Sunday 6 September 2009.
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prayer

19

Prayer points to 7th January were in the
November AP.

20

January 2010

21

8

9

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18

Nicole Linklater mp (mission partners
– the Australian Presbyterian World
Mission) wrkr (worker) in Chad with
WEC.
Pty (Presbytery) of Western Australia
5 ch (charges) 5 hms (home mission
stations) 3PIM patrols 12 cgns (congregations) with about 675 c&a
(communicants and adherents) 205
yf (younger folk – Sunday school and
Youth ) 2 missionaries 3 rtd mn
(retired ministers) 2 uj (under jurisdiction); Alan Perrie clerk.
Teen (13-17) Camp Upper Plenty,
Vic. Marton Murany director.
Bryson Smith (Dubbo) ministering
from Jeremiah at NEXT GEN youth
conference, Katoomba NSW over two
weeks.
Central Sydney ch with about 80
c&a, 30 yf and 5 e (elders): David and
Kathy Thurston – and AbbotsfordFivedock ch (1 cgn) 65 c&a, 12 yf and
6 e – working together with a view to
merging.
Rob & Toni Smith mp wrks in
Germany with WBT teaching missionary kids.
Tenterfield ch with about 50 c&a 8 yf
and 2 e. John Sweet.
Mackay ch – 2 cgns with about 140
c&a, 55 yf and 2 e. Gerhardt and
Carol Ann von Tonder.
St Ives-Pymble ch (1 cgn) with about
115 c&a, 1 yf and 8 e. Robert and
Wendy Boase.
John & Lynette Ellis mp wrks in
South Asia - theological tchg.
Port Macquarie ch with about 240

22
23
24
25
26
27

28
29

30
31

c&a, 45 yf and 6 e. Scott and Cassie
Donnellan.
Steve Cree (and Rosalind) being
inducted to Creek Rd ch, Brisbane
with about 285 c&a, 270 yf and 14 e.
Pty of Central Qld 6 ch 2 hms – 17
cns with about 730 c&a 230 yf, 1 rtd
mn, 1 uj; Noel Wooton clerk.
Hobart ch with about 220 c&a, 55 yf
and 6 e. Robert and Susan White,
Rod and Sandra Waterhouse.
Vacant Moree ch (3 cgns) with about
130 c&a, 18 yf and 6 e.
Isaac M Yat mp wrk with Pres,
Church of Sudan.
Arabic Evangelical hms with about
110 c&a, 70 yf and 5 e Nabil and
Najah Zakhary.
Richard & Ann Wilson mp wrks with
Indian Reformed Fellowship, Aust.
Students & staff, Scots School,
Bathurst. Tim Richards princ.
Theological students taking up their
Exit Appts (Appointments) after finishing studies such as Rob Farr
assisting Graeme Mackay in South
Toowoomba ch – 3 cgns, 205 c&a, 45
yf, 9 e.
Michael Graham mp wrkr in Cal.,
USA reaching new Age seekers.
Russell Williams in his Exit Appt
assisting Russell van Delden in student ministry at Arundel ch Qld Gold
Coast – 52 c&a, 12 yf and 2 e.
Pty of Northern Rivers, NSW. 14 ch,
22 cgns with about 2185 c&a, 690 yf,
1 rtd mn; Hamish Burke clerk.
Matt Viney in his Exit Appt in Wavell
Heights ch, Bribane 35 c&a, 3 yf and
2 e.

4
5
6
7

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

February 2010
1
2
3

Mdrtr Genl Robert Benn and meetings of GAA Standing Cttees this
week.
Albion Park Shellharbour hms NSW
(2 cgns) with about 70 c&a, 15 yf and
5 e. Gordon and Leang Coleman.
Stephen & Naomi mp wrkrs in South

19
20

Asia translating with WBT.
Bible College students and staff –
David Cook, Kirk Patson, SMBC.
Andrew & Fleur Letcher mp wrkrs at
WBT HQ, Vic.
Commissioning of Murray &
Elizabeth Benn to work in Mongolia
with Pioneers.
Toby Macintosh in his Exit Appt in
Warrnambool ch – 430 c&a, 70 yf
and 18 e 3 cgns as Associate to Ben
Johnson.
Pty of Melbourne North 9 ch, 1 hms
with about 705 c&a, 330 yf 1 defense
chapl, 1 hosp chapl, 1 mn uj, 1 theol
tchr; Tony Parle clerk.
Williamstown ch with about 60 c&a,
10 yf and 4 e. Bruce and Cherie
Riding.
Tom Wall in his Exit Appt in Corowa
ch (4 cgns) about 85 c&a, 3 yf and 9
e.
Mandurah (Peel) hms southern
Perth. Paul and Dawn Bloomfield.
Indonesian ch Hurstville & Lane Cove
with about 135 c&a, 55 yf and 5 e:
Harrijanto and Sui Jun Han Rusli.
Carol Whipp mp wrkr in a Hindi
church in England with WEC.
Thank God for the work of Christine
Platt mp wrk in Ecuador with SIM –
pray for her future .
Heidelberg ch with about 45 c&a, 12
yf and 4 e. Alan and Virginia Every.
Peter & Anne Burke mp wrkrs
Nigeria with SIM in financial admin.
Jeremy Dover in his Exit Appt in
Moorabool ch Vic. with about 85
c&a, 15 yf and 7 e.
Pty of Wagga Wagga – 9 ch, 2 hms,
29 cgns with about 1620 c&a, 360 yf,
1 rtd mn, 2 uj; Yvonne Forsyth clerk.
Jeff Keighley in his Exit Appt assisting John Nicol in Caboolture ch, Qld
– about 40 c&a, 20 yf and 3 e.
Chris Chan in his Exit Appt assisting
David Tsai in Sydney Chinese ch with
about 650 c&a, 150 yf and 19 e.

✃

Subscription form
Please send me Australian Presbyterian magazine...
1 year subscription (11 issues) ($38.50 inc. GST)
2 year ($70.40 inc. GST)
Overseas: $A45 per year

Donation

Magazine Missions

Gift Subscription

Deliver to:
Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
_________________________City/Suburb ________________________
State_________________________P.code ________________________
Country ____________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________________

34| australian presbyterian December 2009

Payment Details
Please find enclosed
Cheque/money order to Australian Presbyterian for: $__________
Please debit $__________ from my
Visa

Bankcard

Mastercard

Account number:
Expiry date:____/____

Name on Card__________________________

Signature________________________________

Please send completed forms to:
Australian Presbyterian PO Box 375, Kilsyth VIC. 3137
Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Fax: (03) 9723 9685. Email: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au

b o o k s

books
Who Saves, God or Me?
Errol Hulse
Darlington: EP Books, 2008.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his is by no means just another
treatment of the Five Points of
Calvinism. There is a good deal of history and pastoral theology to be
found here as well. It was J. I. Packer
who suggested that the five points
can “present Calvinistic soteriology in
a negative and polemical form,
whereas Calvinism in itself is essentially
expository, pastoral and constructive”.
We are all born Arminian, as
Spurgeon pointed out, and sadly even
some of the regenerate remain such.
Billy Sunday called on his converts to
“walk the sawdust trail” down to the
preacher, while Billy Graham simply
called people to walk out to the front.
Hulse shows how this approach is
counter to the historic Calvinism professed by many evangelicals.
Yet there is nothing restrained or
constrictive about Hulse’s Calvinism.
He is content to live and move and
have his being within the tensions of
the biblical revelation. His final two
sentences are “The Spirit wants you to
become a disciple. He wants you to
believe in Jesus and be saved.” This is
a work which is both warm and informative. Five hundred years after Calvin’s
birth, it deserves to be widely read.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP
Makers of Puritan History
Marcus L. Loane
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust,
2009
Reviewed by Greg Goswell

I

t is pleasing to see the republication
of Makers of Religious Freedom (1960)
under this new title. The late Marcus
Loane, a master storyteller in church history, provides an account of two 17th
century Scottish covenanters and two
English Puritans who contributed to the
struggle for liberty of conscience and
religious freedom against Stuart despotism.

The fact that these precious rights
now face the prospect of being seriously
eroded in Western democracies gives a
special relevance to this instructive and
inspiring book. Loane has the ability to
describe a gripping historical scene.
Alexander Henderson spent the last
nine years of his life combating Charles I
and Archbishop Laud’s attempt to
impose Romish liturgy and bishops on
the Church of Scotland. It was
Henderson’s idea to draw up a National
Covenant to bind all ranks of Scots in
unity against Charles and Laud. The diligent ministry of godly Samuel
Rutherford was cut short by his enforced
exile but this resulted in the writing of
his famous letters that dwell on the loveliness of Christ (in the style of Song of
Songs). John Bunyan of Pilgrim’s
Progress fame needs little introduction,
but Loane’s account of his life, drawing
chiefly on Bunyan’s own writings, fills
out much that is not commonly known
about him. Bunyan’s own words can be
used to sum up the present book: “I have
often thought that the best Christians
are found in the worst times.”
Richard Baxter’s ministry at
Kidderminster is well-known as an
example of diligent and fruitful pastoral
care. His last years were made difficult
by persecution, but like the other three
whom this book honours, he lived well
and died well. All in all, this is a splendid
book that is sure to help and inspire the
believer who wishes to sincerely live out
his or her faith.
Greg Goswell lectures at the Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne

Can We Trust What The Gospels
Say About Jesus?
Andrew Errington
Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2009.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his 32-page booklet will greatly
help those who are dealing with
scepticism as to the historical trustworthiness of Jesus as He is made
known in the four canonical Gospels.
The case for their general trustworthiness is all presented very simply
and logically.
However, one can only wonder why
Errington wants to endorse the prevailing scholarly view that Mark is to
be dated between A.D. 60 and 70,
Matthew and Luke about ten years

later, and John about A.D. 90. That
the Church possessed most of Paul’s
letters before she ever had a Gospel
in her hands is, to my mind, unlikely
in the extreme. Also, Errington deals
with apparent contradictions in the
Gospel accounts, but is reluctant to
provide much in the way of answers.
For example, the Synoptic Gospels do
not report on Jesus’ visits to
Jerusalem whereas John majors on
them. However, the Synoptics presuppose that Jesus had visited Jerusalem
before His final entry and crucifixion
(e.g. Matt. 23:37 where Jesus says that
He had often called Jerusalem to
Himself).
Those criticisms aside, this is a useful booklet for today’s times.
Far From Rome, Near to God
Ed. by Richard Bennett and Martin
Buckingham
Banner of Truth, 2009.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

T

his book is filled with the testimonies of 50 former Roman priests
who have left the “true church” for spiritual freedom in the glorious gospel of
the grace of God in Jesus Christ. While it
is powerful, moving and truthful, it
avoids the rancour which sometimes
would taint such works in a previous
generation.
Most of the contributors are not well
known, but there are exceptions –
Charles Chiniquy for example from the
nineteenth century and Richard Bennett
for the present day who runs the Berean
Beacon (www.bereanbeacon) ministry
which seeks to help Roman Catholic people evaluate their religious practices in
the light of the Bible. Perhaps such
books as this will also lead to the rediscovery of the life and ministry of the
Rev. John Enright who had been a
Passionist monk (Father Andrew) and
became a very passionate Minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia (admitted by the 1912 GAA) in Perth and NSW.
Sensitively used, this book could do
much spiritual good in evangelistic outreach work.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.
All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au
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A different gospel
America to the rescue again – a pagan America.

Peter Jones

S

ometimes classified as “a
worthless historian”, author
Dan Brown is nevertheless an
uncanny observer of the spiritual times in which we live. His basic message is consistent: our culture is discovering that the “ancient mysteries” will be
victorious over the outdated, censorious
and power-grabbing church.
The Da Vinci Code undermined the
faith of nominal believers by portraying
the ancient Gnostic texts as the true
accounts about Jesus; and replacing God
the Creator by the Nature Goddess and
the “divine feminine”.
In his latest book, The Lost Symbol,
Brown rehabilitates the religious search
for secret knowledge. The book begins
with the gruesome scene of an amputated hand, placed provocatively in the
US Capitol’s Rotunda. The fingers point
to the ceiling, on which are portrayed the
secrets that will unlock the ancient mysteries.
Brown cleverly weaves into his story
the Masonic contributions to the founding of the Republic. The capitol city is
supposedly laid out according to mystical
pagan symbolism. The Rotunda was
given the form of the Roman pagan
Temple of Vesta. The painting in the ceiling of the dome, called The Apotheosis
(divinisation) of George Washington
depicts the general “becoming God”,
which is the great goal of the pagan mysteries.
Brown traces the progress of the mysteries from the mystery schools in early
Egypt, to the alchemists of the
Renaissance, to the 17th century Royal
Society of London, to the Masons of the
New World. All this, opines Brown,
“hardly fits with the Christian underpinnings of this country”. Promoting a
“mystical Christianity” of the future, his
conclusion is: “The ancient mysteries
and the Bible are the same.”
Whether he has read America’s past
correctly, Brown certainly understands
America’s present. The recognised

America has recently
become the incubator of
a toxic, pagan religion
bent on silencing
biblical Christianity.
fortress of Christianity in the modern
world, America has recently become the
incubator of a toxic, pagan religion bent
on silencing biblical Christianity. ExNewsweek journalist Tony Schwartz,
having researched early New Age spirituality, concludes that we now have “a
new American wisdom tradition” that
will save the earth. America to the rescue once more — this time, a pagan
America.
Paganism has existed around the
world in primitive cultures where animism has been practiced for millennia.
But paganism also has a virulent, consistent and intelligent form in cultures
once dominated by a Christian worldview. In America, such ideology has been
developed by intellectuals and powerful
civic leaders, creating a fully-developed
system that intends to influence our
global future. You can now do graduate
work in “metaphysical spirituality” at
any number of universities.
The student rebellion of the ’60s radicals deconstructed the old order and
established the worldview of those now
in power. In 1997 June Singer (a
Jungian Gnostic) exhorted fellow pagans
to build their own cosmology based on
the “joining of the opposites” and on
their own choice of gods. She sought a
coherent, religiously pagan account of
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existence. That “work” is near completion.
Committed ecofeminist goddess worshipers also hope to build a new feminist, nature-worshiping “cosmology”.
“Progressive” Christians are welcome.
After experiencing the ravages of secular
humanism, intellectual pagans believe
that we need to put the world back
together with an all-inclusive “new cosmology” or, in the words of a Unitarian
Universalist minister, a new “cosmotheology” for “the new universe”.

B

iblical Christians need to give a
cogent answer to this New
Spirituality. The pagan cosmotheology is
actually a homocosmology — the celebration of sameness, what I call “Oneism.” Spiritual One-ism denies the
Creator and makes creation divine. The
biblical worldview is a heterocosmology,
which celebrates difference. This is Twoism — God and the creation are different, though reconciled through the
Cross of Jesus. As the French say: Vive la
différence!
Our Christian witness will be greatly
helped if we understand the stark contrast between a worldview that tries to
“join the opposites” and one that rejoices
in the fact that God the Creator has
established differences in his creation. If
God is a part of the world, we have no
one to worship and no one who loves us
with an everlasting love.
Though we can’t step into the pages
of Dan Brown’s novels to inform his
characters that there is true hope,
because of the incarnation, death and
resurrection of Jesus, we can step into
the lives of those around us to introduce
them to the God who is “there”, yet who
ap
came down to love and save us.
Peter Jones is founder and
director of Truth Xchange.

