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I

n the area of physical as well as spiritual health,
outward impressions can be deceptive. It is not
unknown for people to give every appearance of good
health who are at the same time suffering a terminal
illness. Only more extensive tests will reveal their true
condition.
This is certainly true of modern evangelicalism. If we
believe everything that we read, the movement is
experiencing new vitality and going from strength to
strength. It is certainly building new and bigger churches.
But in what sense is it a genuine spiritual force? Can it be a
potent influence over the longer term if God is seen as
nothing more than a personal resource? Can Christ truly
claim our hearts if He is a life-coach rather than a Saviour?
These are important questions that have the potential to
expose an extensive underlying malaise.
Some years ago a sociologist, Marsha Witten, published
some studies on popular Christianity in America in a book
called, All Is Forgiven: The Secular Message in American
Protestantism. Her findings are based on a study of the texts
of 47 sermons preached by Presbyterian and Baptist
ministers on the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:11-32.
Her conclusions are disturbing, to say the least. She
documents a consistent trend away from the traditional
emphasis in Christianity on objective, historic truths to
those elements in religion which focus on the feelings of
the individual. She claims that the role of ministers has
been recast subtly away from the task of declaring public
truth through the preaching of the historic gospel to
generating satisfying religious experiences in individuals’
lives. In other words, Christianity is nothing more than a
do-it-yourself guide to our personal experience of God. Its
primary aim is to improve the quality of people’s lives in the
present. Personal experience in the here-and-now is
therefore the critical factor; experience trumps truth every
time. And if this is so, then we are well on the way to a
human-centred, Christless Christianity, which is the point
of our interview with Dr Michael Horton.
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remodelled layout which we hope you will find more
attractive and easier to read. Please tell us what you think:
aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
Peter Hastie ap

COVER IMAGE: DETAIL FROM CHRIST CONSOLATOR BY CARL BLOCH (1886).

THE AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN (ABN 81 498 399 755): The national magazine of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Editorial committee: Peter Hastie (NSW) Themes Editor;
Barney Zwartz (Victoria) Production; Stuart Bonnington (West Australia) News Editor; Peter Hastie (NSW), World News Editor. Graphic Design: Sandra Joynt for A&J Moody Design:
www.ajmd.com.au. Advertising and subscription inquiries: Michael Timmins, PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137; Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Subscription: $38.50 a year inc. GST; bulk (etc)
$35.20 each inc. GST. Office: PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137. Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Fax: (03) 9723 9685. Email: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au Printed by Adept Mail & Print Services,
Boronia, Vic. Published: Monthly except January by the National Journal Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Australia; Convener Peter Hastie. Opinions expressed are those of the
contributor and not necessarily those of the PCA, the editor or the committee. Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement. Contributions: Submitted articles are
welcome. The deadline is the first of the previous month. Donations are always welcome. Print Post approved 34918100384.

australian presbyterian September 2009

3

Christless Christianity
How American culture is killing the gospel.

H

as the church become captive to the spirit of the age?
Many believe that Martin
Luther’s fears, which led
him to write The Babylonian Captivity of
the Church, certainly apply to the modern Protestant church. Michael Horton,
professor of systematic theology and
apologetics at Westminster Theological
Seminary in California, believes that the
church has been taken captive by
American culture and its ideals of consumerism, pragmatism, self-sufficiency,
individualism and positive thinking. He
claims that while the church still invokes
the name of Christ, we have precious little reason to believe that we need Him.
Hence we are moving towards a state
which he describes as “Christless
Christianity”.
Dr Horton is also editor of Modern
Reformation magazine, and the author of
number of books including A Better Way
(on worship), Where in the World is the
Church? (on vocation), The Covenant and
Eschatology, Lord and Servant, Covenant
and Salvation and People and Place (all on
covenant theology), Covenants of Promise
(on covenant), The Law of Perfect
Freedom (on the 10 commandments) and
Putting Amazing Back Into Grace. His latest book is Christless Christianity. Dr
Horton speaks regularly on White Horse
Inn, a national syndicated radio program
and is a minister in the United Reformed
Churches in North America. He lives
with his wife, Lisa, and four children in
Escondido, California.
Michael, in your new book,
Christless Christianity, you claim

Michael Horton
talks to
Peter Hastie

that the historic orthodox message
about Jesus is being lost in modern
evangelicalism. What has led you to
this conclusion?
Well, the simple answer is that I am
becoming increasingly concerned about
a creeping fog that is spreading throughout the evangelical world – even in conservative, Reformed churches – over the
nature and identity of Jesus Christ. My
concern is that I can go into any number
of churches and not know how Jesus will
be presented. In some places preachers
will talk about Him as the modern day
equivalent of a life coach or a locker
room pal. Others think of Him as a culture warrior, philosopher, or a corporate
CEO. What really concerns me is that
less and less Jesus is understood as the
divine-redeemer.
Of course, there are plenty of other
challenges out there as well. I could point
to a number of theologians or Christian
groups who are challenging central doctrines such as original sin, substitutionary atonement and justification.
However, my real concern is with the
way in which Jesus is being presented
within so-called evangelical churches. I
am no longer confident that when I
attend a church I am going to be introduced to Christ in all the Scriptures.
So, my aim in this book is to try and
identify what this creeping fog is in a lot
of our churches. In my research I came
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across a number of recent sociological
studies that were more effective than
most theological analyses. The first
study that impressed me was by
Christian Smith, a professor at Notre
Dame. He and a team of sociologists at
the University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, put together a book called Soul
Searching. It was published by Oxford
University Press and investigates the
spirituality of America’s teens. After five
years of interviews and extensive
research across various church traditions, he concluded that “moralistic,
therapeutic deism” was the best description for the religious orientation of the
young people he spoke to.
What does he mean by moralistic?
He says that the orientation of youth
has a moralistic element to it because the
most typical response he got from individuals went something like this, “People
are basically good; they just need good
advice and encouragement and coaching.
Good people go to heaven when they die;
bad people go to hell. I think I’m pretty
good. Most of the people I know are
pretty good, and so we’re not expecting
anything too dangerous up ahead.”
So moralistic therapeutic deism is
essentially a theology for nice
people?
That’s right. I should add that it’s also
therapeutic in the sense that God exists
for my purposes and my personal happiness. He is there to make me feel good
and to ensure my emotional well-being.
Naturally, this is opposed to the view
that we exist to glorify God; to honour
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Him by our obedience, and to serve others. For many young people the question
whether moralistic therapeutic deism is
true is immaterial. It may be true; it may
not be true. What matters for them is
how it makes them feel.
Finally, by deism is meant a view of
God whereby He keeps His distance
from us and is not involved in our lives,
except insofar as we need Him to solve a
problem for us or to make us feel better.
Essentially, God functions as a genie and
therapist. This is the view of God that
emerges out of the Oprah culture of
spirituality. It’s deistic in the sense that
it says, “Normally, God doesn’t get
involved with us; but if a special situation arises where we need someone to
do some heavy lifting for us, then God
will lend a hand. We just have to whistle
Him up and He’ll lighten our load.”
Is this deistic view of God rooted in
a particular ideology or is there
some other explanation for God’s
supposed disengagement from the
world and human affairs?
I don’t think that moralistic therapeutic deism is rooted in keen theoretical insights. This is one of the things
that Christian Smith explored. He said
that it wasn’t really reflective. In fact he
observed that young people aren’t
thinking about what they believe or why
they believe it. All that matters to them
is that they have certain feelings.
One of the interesting things he says
is that when you talk to young people
raised in conservative evangelical circles, you discover that often the people
who are most excited about talking
about their faith are stunningly inarticulate about what it means. Smith said he
would frequently ask follow-up questions like, “What do you mean by God?
What do you mean when you refer to
Jesus Christ? In what sense did He die
for our sins? What do you mean by all
these words you are using?”
He said that for the most part they
simply couldn’t tell him what they
meant. Their words were just feelings
tied to slogans. They couldn’t explain
them. This led Smith to ask, “What are
the pastors, parents and Sunday School
teachers doing to pass on the faith intelligently to the next generation?”
Are there other scholars who have
reached the same conclusions as
Christian Smith?
Yes, there are. It’s not just Christian
Smith who is making these observa-

tions. Some well-known researchers
have come to the same conclusions. For
example, James Davison Hunter, Wade
Clark Roof and Robert Bellah are all saying much the same things.
One of the most interesting studies
to have emerged in the ’90s was by
Marsha Witten. She explored a series of
sermons from Southern Baptist and
main-line Presbyterian preachers over a
10-year period and noted that the common theme in all their preaching was
essentially the message of secular
America. She chose representative sermons on the parable of the prodigal son.
As she studied these sermons she said
that the common thread that connected

I think television and entertainment
have had a huge influence on the way we
communicate today. I don’t think we
understand how culturally incapable we
have become of both preaching and
hearing.
My friend, T. David Gordon, has
recently written an excellent book called
Why Johnny Can’t Preach which explores
this theme. He says that even if you go
to a good seminary it’s very hard to
undo all of the cultural emptiness that
you were raised with. A lot of young
preachers who have been through seminary now face this problem. They had to
raise themselves while their “boomer”
parents went off and enjoyed themselves. While they were growing up they
received no teaching. They may have
been interested in the Christian faith,
but they received no systematic instruction even though they went to camps
and sang songs around the campfire
with a guitar. That is the culture that
they were raised in. I was raised in it too.
We weren’t encouraged to think or
explore theological issues.

In the Oprah culture
of spirituality, God
functions as a genie
and therapist.

What sort of Christian environment
did you grow up in?
Well, my school and church experience did not encourage me to question
or think seriously about my beliefs. It
was a very experience-oriented environment. We could quote Bible verses about
the importance of humility and loving
others, but we were not taught to
engage with serious issues. We were as
affected by popular culture as everyone
else. We were “dumbed down”.
Over the last 15 years this trend has
only intensified with the arrival of the
internet. Now we act like bees flitting
from flower to flower. We live with a
remote control in one hand looking for
whatever entertains us.
Even the church has geared itself for
the entertainment medium. We have
become preoccupied with trivia. How
often do kids say, “Dad, church is boring!” Yet the teaching and preaching at
church may be good and the sacraments
are being rightly administered.
Nevertheless, our kids are being lured to
another church where they have entertaining and exciting programs but
where the teaching is vacuous. I mean,
preachers and parents need to wake up
and ask the question, “How can you
deliver something that is profound and
serious in a trivial and superficial way?”
It’s an important question which no one
in the evangelical church seems to be

them all was their small view of God. In
this sense, these sermons contrasted
sharply with the view of God that was
characteristic of preachers during the
Reformation and the Evangelical
Awakening. The interesting thing about
Marsha Witten is that she has come out
quite explicitly and said that she’s not a
Christian. Her book, All is Forgiven: the
Secular
Message
in
American
Protestantism, was published by
Princeton University Press.
As I have read these authors, I have
found that they have some valid
insights. So my aim was to bring some of
that analysis to bear on people like
myself who are trying to do a faithful job
of ministry in evangelical reformed
churches.
Do you think that our cultural focus
on entertainment, or what is now
called infotainment, has played a
role in the development of
moralistic therapeutic deism? For
instance, a lot of church programs
have a higher level of entertainment in them than teaching.
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asking. But it’s a critical issue for the
future of the church.
We need to challenge the accepted
mantra of the evangelical church,
“unchanging message with ever-changing methods”. Methods are not neutral;
they can either undermine or uphold
the message that we are proclaiming.
You have challenged some very
influential people in the wider
evangelical church. Has it caused a
lot of resentment?
I have had mixed reactions to my
comments. I actually try to talk with
people with whom I disagree. I want to
have friendly conversations with them
on these important issues. I work on the
basis that I want to understand their
position, and if we disagree, to move on.
I keep in touch with many of them. I
have an understanding with them that if
we disagree on some important things
we don’t let that affect our relationship.
You claim that the Christ of the
Bible is missing in many parts of the
modern evangelical church. How is
this possible when so many cardcarrying evangelicals believe in the
authority of the Scriptures, the
Trinity and the Great Commission?
Well, let’s look at each of the topics
you’ve just mentioned. The authority of
Scripture, the Trinity and the Great
Commission are staples of evangelical
conviction. Indeed, they are central
beliefs for the universal church as well.
Nevertheless, if you ask people who
attend evangelical churches what they
mean by the Trinity and the Great
Commission, and what they understand
by the authority of Scripture, my guess
is that most of them would be hardpressed to explain their views. And I am
not alone in saying that. There are quite
a few studies that come to similar conclusions.
Look at the authority of Scripture,
for example. I have been in circles where
the minister and the church would be
described as fundamentalist. They have
very strong views on the inerrancy of
the Bible, almost bordering on an exclusive dictation theory. Nevertheless, on a
Sunday they don’t have proper exposition of the text. However, if this is the
inspired Word of God and the means by
which God recreates the world, I would
have thought that, at the very least, the
minister would treat it seriously and
preach what God wants him to say. So,
regardless of what we believe on paper,
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there is enough evidence around to suggest that our beliefs are not being translated into action.
The problem in a lot of modern
preaching is that there is too much
emphasis on feelings and not enough on
content. The Reformers rightly saw that
faith consists of three parts, knowledge,
assent, and trust. In conservative evangelical circles at the moment there is a
strong emphasis on assent but insufficient emphasis on content. People may
not know what they believe, but they
believe it very strongly. All we are left
with at that point is a faith that is strong
on passion but weak on content. No
wonder so many non-Christians say,

The main question of the
Bible is not “what would
Jesus do?” – the real
question is, “What has
Jesus done?”
“You guys really scare me!” In that sense
many evangelicals are not really any different in the way they think from the
cults.
If we go back to the sociologists and
commentators that you have
already mentioned, which do you
think has delivered the most
incisive comments on the state of
the Christian faith today?
They all have their strengths. Each of
them has special insights on the subject.
I think Christian Smith does the best job
I’ve seen at exploring the spirituality of
America’s teens. I asked him, “Surely
you are talking about Unitarians?” But
he said, “No, in most cases I am talking
about young people who were raised in
evangelical, Bible-believing churches. In
fact, it’s kids who are raised in these
churches who are more likely to buy into
moralistic, therapeutic deism than the
un-churched.” Smith is convinced that
there is some causal link between being
an evangelical and being a Pelagian, at
least in modern America. I am not sure
that I agree with him at this point. I
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think Pelagianism is more a default setting when people in our churches don’t
know what they believe.
It is a rather audacious claim that
the modern evangelical church has
been captured by the American
dream. What specifically has led you
to that conclusion?
I know I am painting with a broad
brush, and there are a lot of exceptions
to it, but I think it’s generally true that
there is a lot about American
Christianity that is too American and
panders to the American dream of consumerism. I hear a lot of criticism along
those lines. The so-called emergent
church has been very critical of those
aspects of modern American evangelicalism. However, once again, even emergent churches are very consumerist.
They are the “Starbucks Coffee” type
instead of the regular coffee shop. They
specialise in post modernism instead of
modernity.
My problem with mainstream evangelical churches and emergent ones is
that in neither of them do we have a radical confrontation with the law in the
gospel. This is not a problem we can fix
easily. It’s like smog in our lungs; we
can’t get rid of it easily. We just have to
live with it and understand the extent to
which it affects our breathing. However,
the only way we can be transformed into
the image of Christ is through the
renewing of our minds through the
Word which must happen week after
week. This is the only thing that will
progressively drive the smog out of our
lungs. We must recover the categories of
radical guilt and radical grace. We must
understand what God has done in
Christ. For some people this might seem
like heresy, but the main question of the
Bible is not “What would Jesus do?” The
real question is, “What has Jesus done?”
The answer to that question unfolds
from Genesis to Revelation.
And yet “What would Jesus do?” has
been taught to the rising generation
and lots of Christian youth have all
got the wrist band.
Yes, it’s amazing, isn’t it? Imagine if
there was a wrist band that asked,
“What did Jesus do?” Maybe we would
get a lot of Christian youth talking
about the atonement for a change!
My great problem with emerging
church leaders like Brian McLaren is
that they see Christianity too much in
terms of works. In his book, Generous
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Orthodoxy, he says “my goal isn’t to turn
Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims into
Christians, but to make them better
Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu followers
of Jesus”.
You see, if Christianity is essentially
about following Jesus by doing what
Jesus would do, then we don’t need a
divine redeemer. We just need a life
coach or a therapist. So it’s not surprising to me at all that this is now where we
have come to. Brian McLaren acts like
he is inventing something new when he
talks about “deeds not creeds” and “just
following Jesus”. But there’s nothing
new here at all. It’s not post-modern. I
was raised with that emphasis as I was
growing up in California 40 years ago.
Incidentally, it’s Rick Warren’s emphasis
at the moment too. He is also big on
“deeds not creeds” as well.
My observation is that this emphasis
on “what would Jesus do?” over “what
has Jesus done?” has been with us a long
time. I think if you asked a lot of pastors
to confirm this they would do so. They
all know what Jesus has done, they
know the gospel, they believe they’re
saved, they’ve prayed the prayer. Their
problem is that they think they can
leave that behind and move on to transforming themselves and the world. They
believe that the main issue now is about
how to be a good disciple. And this is
what my book picks up on.
Actually, Christless Christianity points
out that the reason why evangelicals are
going wrong is that we start with the
wrong assumption. We assume that it’s
easy to believe the gospel. We think
that’s our default setting; however that’s
a serious error.
Actually, our default setting is that
we reject the gospel. That’s where we
must start from. Even as Christians we
face this problem. We are always
wrestling with our tendency to selfreliance. Even the apostle Paul faced this
issue (2 Cor. 1:9). Our default setting is
that we are naturally moralistic, therapeutic deists. We are Pelagians at heart.
We don’t get rid of that tendency when
we first become Christians; that is the
spiritual sewage that has to be flushed
out of us every day until we die. Only at
death will we be released from this
struggle. At that point we will no longer
be moralists. However, until we die we
are going to be moralists who believe
that God exists to make us happy. That
is our default setting.
We need to realise that, from the
start, even as Christians, our default

setting is that we think we can be saved
by works. It’s in our hearts. We are legalists through and through. Everybody,
including pagans, has the law written
into their hearts. We just take it for
granted that we are saved this way.
However, what we must never take
for granted is the gospel. We have no
trouble believing in the law, but we find
it very difficult to believe in the gospel.
That’s why the gospel has to be continually proclaimed in the church. Even
Christians find it really hard to believe.
It comes as astonishing, wonderful, surprising news every time we hear it.

Until we die we are going
to be moralists who
believe that God exists
to make us happy. That is
our default setting.

Robert Schuller, who is very
influential in the church growth
movement, has said it’s time for a
new reformation. Now what sort of
a reformation does he have in mind?
In one sense, Robert Schuller is old
news. His star is fading; he is no longer
the icon he used to be. Nevertheless he
serves as a good example of how deeply
secularised the Christian message has
become in our churches. Schuller’s forerunner in the 1950s was Norman
Vincent Peale. Peale was considered a
liberal then and evangelicals paid him
no attention at all. But in the period
1970 to 95 Robert Schuller became very
popular and his theological convictions
were far more troubling than Peale’s.
Surprisingly, however, evangelicals ate
him up. He was welcomed into the evangelical fold and became an evangelical
leader.
I refer to Schuller in my book because
in many ways he is followed by Joel
Osteen. The media in America treat the
phenomenal success of people like Joel
Osteen at Lakewood Church in Houston
as a novel event. It’s not. The simple
truth is that about once a decade a new

Joel Osteen is created in America. It is
roughly the same philosophy, roughly
the same teaching, and it all goes back to
a book at the end of the 19th century
called Acres of Diamonds by Russell
Conwell. Norman Vincent Peale was
influenced by that book. About every
10 years you get someone like Robert
Schuller, like Joel Osteen, who preaches
this characteristically American gospel
of “believe in yourself”, “pull yourself up
by your own bootstraps”, “here is some
good advice and encouragement for how
you can have a better life”, and “here are
some Bible verses to help you claim your
best life now”. It has a fairly blatant
therapeutic, moralistic aspect to it.
Robert Schuller is quite unashamed
in coming out and saying that the
Reformation erred because it was Godcentred rather than man-centred. I
know it’s hard to believe, but that’s what
he said! I mean, he did it on my radio
show, The Whitehorse Inn. It’s worthwhile quoting him because he was so
brazen in asserting what we all knew he
was thinking. I was reading Paul’s words
to Timothy where he says that in the
last days men will be lovers of themselves, boastful, proud, arrogant and so
forth, and he interrupted me and said,
“Son, I really hope you don’t preach
that.” And I said, “What, the text? I am
just reading it.” And Dr Schuller said to
me, “I don’t care what it is. I am referring to whatever it is that you are spewing out there.” Well, I was shocked! I was
reading the Word of God and he dismissed it in that way. Then he rounded
on me by saying, “Michael, if you preach
that sort of stuff you are going to hurt a
lot of beautiful people”.
Now Joel Osteen is no different. He
says, “I am not called to preach the Bible
nor am I called to explain the doctrines
of Christianity. My gifting is to encourage people and help them put their lives
back together.” So, he said, “I don’t really
talk about sin. I don’t talk about hell or
Christ’s atoning death to save sinners
because that is not what people really
need most. What they need is encouragement and that is really what I am
best at.” In Schuller and Osteen we have
reached the point where preachers feel
that they can create their own message,
write their own job description as if they
are kings rather than ambassadors. This
is the self-made man. It is American
Christianity, not just American culture.
The moderate Catholic historian, Gary
Wills, in his book, Head and Heart,
describes American revivalism like this:
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“The self-made man required a selfmade ministry, and a do-it-yourself salvation required a do-it-yourself church.”
I think that is exactly what has happened in America. George Barna has
said that very shortly we will reach the
place where most Christians will get
their discipleship resources off the
internet instead of going to actual physical churches.
Doesn’t Barna see the church playing
a significant role in the future?
No, he doesn’t. Self-help Christianity
has a very individualistic focus. There is
little room for the community. Doing
away with church and the community is
the consummation of narcissistic, do-ityourself, moralistic, therapeutic deism.
It is an ideology that un-churches the
churched. This is where we are headed if
preachers don’t challenge this dangerous theology now.
Has the American church ever had a
sound theology of sin? Has it been
lost? Is Karl Menninger right when
he says that the loss of this notion
of sin is the most critical cultural
factor of all?
Isn’t it interesting that a secular psychologist is the one who tells us, “Hey,
what are you doing here? Why are you
abandoning the notion of sin?” The
move away from a biblical view of sin
came after the First Great Awakening in
the 1740s. It was more around the time
of the Second Great Awakening in the
1830s that the rot really set in when the
evangelist Charles Finney explicitly
denied original sin. However, steps had
already been taken in that direction by
Jonathan Edwards’ own son and many
of his students who developed what
became known as New Haven Theology.
This theology certainly played a role in
shaping Charles Finney’s theological
views and ecclesiastical practices. This
“New School” Presbyterianism was what
was responsible for the triumph of both
Arminian theology and American pragmatism in the Protestant church in
America. So, the collapse of a biblical
doctrine of sin goes back a long way in
American church history.
How does the idea that Christianity
is some form of personal therapy
affect the ministry activities of the
church?
It has had a very deep impact in a
number of ways. Think for a moment of
the music we sing, the way we speak
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about our relationship with God, and
the new ways of evangelism. Every one
of these areas reflects the depth to
which a therapeutic orientation has
shaped us.
Think, for example, of how typically
we are encouraged to talk to unbelieving
friends and relatives. Today we are told,
“Share your personal testimony!” Now,
why should anybody care about my personal testimony? Perhaps it’s useful as a
conversation starter. Or maybe it’s a
way of getting to the testimony that is
saving. However, my personal testimony
of how I “got saved” is not the gospel.
A Buddhist can tell me his or her personal testimony. Everyone has a per-

The problem today is
that most people in the
West think that religion
is all about what
happens inside of me.
sonal testimony about something meaningful in their life. However, Christians
need to start telling people that Jesus
Christ did not come to earth primarily
to give us meaning, happiness, wholeness, and peace of mind. I know this will
sound like heresy to evangelicals today,
but not a single verse can even be
wrenched out of its context to support
the view that this is the gospel. So what
is the testimony or gospel that
Christians should be giving? It is that
Christ was crucified for our sins and
raised for our justification.
Think about this. If ever there were
people who could talk about their personal experience as the gospel it would
be the apostles. But do they? Has it ever
hit modern evangelicals how little we
know about Peter, Paul and John and
how little we know about their personal
relationship with Jesus? We know a lot
about their sin and unbelief. We know
that Peter denied Jesus three times and
we know that he compromised the
gospel in Antioch. But do we ever hear
about Peter’s obedience and the quality
of his prayer life? Does anyone bother to
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ask, “Why?” Well, John tells us. He says
that libraries could be filled with all of
the things Jesus said and did but the
things that are recorded in his gospel
have been included for the purpose of
helping us to believe that Jesus is the
Christ and that by believing we might
have eternal life in His Name. That is
the main point of John’s testimony.
Let’s be very clear about this. John
says in first letter that the apostles have
seen, heard and touched Christ so that
they can declare the message about Him
to us. In other words, they are not passing on a testimony about what has happened in their own lives; their testimony
is about Christ Himself. They are passing on information to which they were
eyewitnesses in the same way that
someone today might be a witness to a
momentous historical event. What is
the difference between the two? Well,
the difference is that one is focused on
our personal experience of Christ, while
the other is focused on certain real and
objective deeds that Christ performed
for our salvation. The difference is huge.
One talks about my feelings – what has
happened inside me; the other talks
about earth-shattering, historical
events that have taken place outside of
me. Now the problem today is that most
people in the West think that religion is
all about what happens inside of me.
And so most evangelicals today have
become convinced that if we are going to
sell people on Christianity, then we have
to focus the message on what happens
on the inside rather than looking at
what has taken place on the outside.
This is where we need to make a
major decision. Are we going to frame
the gospel in terms of what gives us
meaning, purpose, peace and happiness,
or are we going to talk in New
Testament terms about what God did in
Christ for our salvation to save us from
His just wrath? That puts all gospel conversation in an entirely different atmosphere.
You say that it is possible to lose the
gospel and Christ by believing that
while we get into the kingdom by
grace alone through faith, we only
stay there by performing good
works. Is that a widespread problem
among Christians?
I think it is. It’s been a problem in the
church ever since Paul highlighted the
problems in Galatia. “Having been perfected by the Spirit are you trying to be
perfected by the flesh?”
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In fact, this problem is on us like the
plague. One of the main concerns which
I address in my book is that the message
that I hear, both in preaching in America
and overseas, is “Do more. Try harder”.
Sometimes it’s expressed in reasonably
strident ways, “If you don’t do this then
you are going to go to hell”, or “If you do
this then you are going to face judgment”, or “You better do this or else!”
Alternatively, it can be expressed with a
warm smile like this: “Okay, so you are
not putting yourself eternally at risk but
you are not going to enjoy your best life
now.” The point is that whether it is the
stern version or the smiling version, it
boils down to essentially the same thing:
“Do more. Try harder”.
Joel Osteen, for example, doesn’t dispense with law; he just creates his own.
Osteen’s version of the commandments
doesn’t condemn you; it’s just a series of
suggestions. You know, friendly advice
as opposed to commandments.
Nevertheless, he clearly says that if you
don’t follow these principles you are
going to have a difficult life. He has a
kind of judgment, but it doesn’t involve
God’s wrath. In a sense, we judge ourselves because we fail to follow the spiritual laws that make everything work in
our lives.
In contrast to Osteen’s model, the
real law of God nails us. This is not a law
whereby we judge ourselves, but where
the holy God judges us. We are now
completely vulnerable to God’s searching gaze rather than to our own benign
scrutiny. Whereas Osteen’s model
allows us to justify ourselves, the biblical model permits us to run to Christ as
our mediator and redeemer. However, if
people are not faced week-by-week with
the reality of a holy God, then they are
unlikely to ever receive His grace
because they need to come to Christ as
mediator to experience it. And this
won’t happen unless they are fully aware
that they are sinners in need of rescue
from the coming judgment. I think the
main reason why people are not looking
for a divine-human mediator is because
they really don’t see that they have a
problem that needs to be mediated. The
emphasis that I hear, even in conservative reformed circles, is on a long list of
things that people must do every week.
Of course, it may vary on the spectrum
from, “Do this or else”, to “Follow these
principles and your life will go better”.
But whatever it is, it is essentially law
without gospel that I am hearing today.

What are you saying to your students
who are leaving here to go into this
moralistic, deistic, therapeutic fog?
What are you saying apart from just
“preach the gospel”?
I keep coming back to the simplicity
of Paul’s counsel to Timothy. He warns
Timothy that in the last days “men will
be lovers of themselves, boastful, proud,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God”. The fundamental problem is that
people are basically man-centred rather
than God-centred. So Paul instructs
Timothy, “Keep your head. Preach the
Word in season and out of season.”
What he means, of course, is that
Timothy is to preach when it is popular

very good things. The problem is that
the church is being killed by good
things. The church has a very narrow
commission. Christians are certainly
called to do good things in the world.
However, the church has a very specific
and narrowly defined calling. Our primary task is to deliver God’s good news
from heaven; to be ambassadors of reconciliation. After all, if the world does
not hear the gospel from us, it won’t
hear it from anyone else. So my advice to
our graduates is this: “Don’t allow yourself to be distracted from your central
task by other very good things. Narrow
your focus to doing the work of an evangelist. Keep your head down, do your
work, preach the Word and leave the
ap
results to God.”

PCA Ministries –
South Australia
Most churches not
focused on the gospel
are doing very good
things. The problem is,
the church is being
killed by good things.

and when it is not, and whether people
like you or loathe you. We are to teach,
correct, exhort and rebuke. Then he
says, “Do the work of an evangelist.”
I am struck here by Paul’s focus. He is
a man of one passion. His life is organised around the gospel and he calls upon
Timothy to follow him in this deliberate
approach to his calling. I think that what
that means for today’s ministers is that
we must set aside distractions. The
problem is that some of our current distractions are very good things.
Now there are lots of things today
that the church could be doing. Rick
Warren thinks the church should be creating an army of foot-soldiers for eliminating poverty, AIDS, illiteracy and
tyranny around the world. Well, who is
against any of those wonderful things?
Not me. But do they represent the first
claim on the church’s time and
resources? That’s the question we need
to ask.
Most churches I know that are not
focused on the Gospel are usually doing

We urgently need
help in South Australia
There’s an urgent need for Ministers, Home
Missionaries or other suitably qualified
people to come here and preach the Gospel
as well as care for the flock in this part of
God’s Kingdom. There is a particular need
in a large regional city with a diverse background and a projected growth to exceed
100,000 in the next 20 years.
Do you think you would meet the criteria?
Do you revel in the challenge of
proclaiming Christ?
Is a regional city your preferred choice of
locale?
If this is you then you may be the person
we’re looking for!
The person we envisage for this challenge
would need to meet the requirements of
PCA Ministries (copy available on request)
and would, ideally have some form of
additional income available as funds are
limited.
We’re looking forward to hearing of your
interest in this challenge for the Kingdom.

PREZRA School of Theology
If you’re interested in gaining
qualifications for service then we suggest
you consider training with PREZRA.
The courses are free;
They are structured to meet the requirements of the Australian College of theology
(A.Th., L.Th., as well as the Home
Missionary Certificate (HMCertif.)
There is also a Certificate of Biblical
Studies for Lay Workers available.
Contact: Rev. Kevin Stow
jeanflynnpcsa@hotmail.com
or
Phone: (08) 8284 1719
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Antichrist
He’s alive and well and possibly near you.

Peter Hastie

O

ne of the most memorable
conversations I ever had
during my theological education was with a senior
minister of the church, who was discussing the issue of church union with
me. I remember in the middle of this
intense discussion, he stopped, looked
me in the eye, and then said quite unexpectedly, “Peter, don’t ever forget that
church union was not about property and
dwindling church numbers. It wasn’t. It
was ultimately concerned with what people believed about God and particularly
the person of Christ.”
I was a little unnerved by this comment. It seemed to come from left outfield. I nodded dutifully and asked if he
could help me to understand what he
meant.
So he proceeded to tell me how in the
early 1930s he had studied at the
Divinity School in Sydney University
under the renowned Presbyterian theology professor, Dr Samuel Angus. Angus
was a world-acclaimed scholar who had
gained a PhD from Princeton Seminary
and also held three honorary doctorates
from universities in the United
Kingdom and Europe. He had published
many well-known books including The
Mystery Religions and Christianity,
Christianity and Dogma and Man and the
New Order.
Angus was a radical theologian who
denied the historical truth of the virgin
birth, the atoning sacrifice of Jesus and
the physical resurrection of our Lord.
However, he was also gifted in establishing strong bonds with his students. My
colleague said to me, “Angus was wellto-do. He had a very impressive car that
had running-boards and white-rimmed
tyres. We admired it. He would take
some of us out for a drive in it and then
invite us to dinner afterwards. We all
thought he was an absolutely tremendous fellow. He had the knack of making
you feel special. He certainly had that
effect on me.”

10

The spirit of antichrist
is a phenomenon that
Christians will experience from the first century AD until the second
coming of Christ.
It seems that Dr Angus also cast a
spell over large numbers of other students. Many of them believed whatever
he told them. In the case of my colleague, he believed that Jesus could not
possibly be God; He was only a man.
Interestingly, this is what Angus had
taught him. He told me that when he
submitted his exit thesis to his
Presbytery, it was rejected on the
grounds that it challenged the deity of
Christ. He went and told Dr Angus, who
offered to help him rewrite it so that it
would be acceptable, even though the
underlying views had not changed.
The revised thesis was accepted by
the Presbytery and my friend was duly
ordained. He told me that he maintained his views for several decades, all
the while serving as a Presbyterian minister. It was not until later in his life that
he realised that he had been dangerously misled, and returned to an orthodox position.
My colleague’s experience in dealing
with Dr Angus gives a special poignancy
to John’s statement in 1 John 2:18,
“Dear children, this is the last hour; and
as you have heard that the antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists
have come. This is how we know it is the
last hour.” According to the apostle
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John, the spirit of antichrist is alive and
well in the church of every age. John’s
reference to the “last hour” is a reminder
that the spirit of antichrist is a phenomenon that Christians will experience
from the first century AD until the second coming of Christ.
Interestingly, John refers to this spiritual danger as “the spirit of antichrist”.
It is a term that is peculiar to him,
although other Bible writers express the
same idea, using slightly different terminology. For instance, the apostle Paul
refers to “the man of lawlessness” (2
Thess. 2:3) and the apostle Peter speaks
of “false teachers and scoffers” (2 Pet.
2:1, 3:3).
I suppose we should not be surprised
that throughout various ages of the
church, Christians have understood the
term “antichrist” in slightly different
ways. In the early church, which experienced a great deal of Jewish opposition,
there were many who believed that
antichrist would be Jewish and have
extraordinary powers.

T

his view was somewhat modified in
the Middle Ages when people were
attracted to the idea that antichrist
would be a great world figure – not necessarily Jewish – who would establish
himself through impressive claims,
miraculous signs and then assume control of the church.
Then, during the Reformation,
Protestants became convinced that
antichrist was none other than the Pope
himself because the bishop of Rome
arose from within the church and tried
to usurp the place reserved for Christ
alone. While each of these views is perfectly understandable, it’s hard to say
which one is right. Nevertheless, we can
say that antichrist seems to be one or a
series of people who make impressive
claims and cultivate a large following
within the church, but whose real aim is
to destroy it.
According to John and other New
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Testament writers, antichrist was
already at work in the early church.
Perhaps the most significant feature of
antichrist that John mentions is the fact
that he is “the man who denies that
Jesus is the Christ”. John goes on to say
“such a man is the antichrist – he denies
the Father and the Son. No one who
denies the Son has the Father; whoever
acknowledges the Son has the Father
also”.
John’s comments also suggest that
regardless of the period in church history in which he appears, the aim of
antichrist is to introduce ideas and doctrines that undermine our belief that
Jesus is God’s divinely appointed Son
and Messiah. This explains why the
major theological struggles throughout
the history of the church have focused
on the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Antichrist’s strategy is to introduce
another Jesus and a different gospel to
that of the apostles. As Paul reminds us,
Christians are easily beguiled and will
often put up with dangerous substitutes
(2 Cor. 11:3, 4).

S

o how does antichrist introduce
another Jesus and a different
gospel? He uses a variety of methods,
but his first step is to predispose our
hearts to look for someone other than
the divine redeemer of the gospel. His
strategy focuses on the need to make us
think that all is well, or at least, that life,
if not perfect, is at least tolerable. This is
the illusion that he must first create in
presenting “another Jesus”. If we are
satisfied with ourselves, or at least
believe that life is tolerable, then we
really have no need of a saviour. And, of
course, if we have no need of a savior,
then we are hardly likely to seek one.
And, if we do not seek one, then we will
most certainly not find one. So this is
where antichrist begins – by confounding us about the nature of sin.
It may seem strange to us that this is
where antichrist first concentrates his
attack, but as Luther says, if we make a
mistake with respect to the limits of our
moral and spiritual capacity, we will go
wrong everywhere else. As he reminds
Erasmus, “For as long as they do not
know the limits of their ability, they will
not know what they should do; and as
long as they do not know what they
should do, they cannot repent when
they err; and impenitence is the unpardonable sin! ... For if I am ignorant of
the nature, extent and limits of what I
can and must do with reference to God,

I shall be equally ignorant and uncertain
of the nature, extent and limits of what
God can and will do for me.” This
explains why antichrist’s first step in
leading us to embrace “another Jesus” is
to confound us about the nature and
seriousness of our sin.
From all accounts, it seems that
antichrist’s strategy appears to be working well throughout modern evangelicalism. David Wells has reminded us
that one of the reasons why evangelicals
no longer take God and His gospel seriously is that surveys reveal that only
17% of them think of sin as an offence
against God and a matter that must be
addressed before God’s throne of judgment. Sin is seen purely in horizontal

If we are going to resist
the spirit of antichrist
in our own generation,
it will not be done by
the faulty diagnoses
offered by celebrity
preachers.
terms and its divine dimension remains
unacknowledged.
Celebrity preachers such as Robert
Schuller have said that we must rid the
Christian church of the categories of sin
and justification and replace them with
shame and self-esteem. According to
Schuller, “a person is in hell when he has
lost his self-esteem”.
Joel Osteen, pastor of America’s
largest mega-church – Lakewood in
Houston – has said that God’s judgment
was “for a time ago”. “I don’t have it in
my heart to condemn people,” he said.
“I’m there to encourage them. I see
myself more as a coach, as a motivator
to help them experience the life God has
for us.” He goes on to say, “Our faith is
made effectual when we acknowledge
everything good in us. Think about this:
Our faith is not effective when we
acknowledge all our hurts and pains. It’s
not effective when we stay focused on
our shortcomings and our weaknesses.
Our faith is most effective when we
acknowledge the good things that are in
us.” One wonders how Osteen can proclaim Christ as the Saviour of sinners
when he has effectively defined sin out
of existence. The answer is that the
Jesus whom Osteen proclaims is
“another Jesus”.

The best way to protect ourselves
against the false gospel of antichrist is
to analyse the spiritual predicament in
which we stand with God. Anselm, one
of the leading theologians during the
Middle Ages, addressed this issue in his
classic work, Cur Deus Homo (or Why
God Became Man). To fully understand
our need of a saviour, he says “we must
ask on what basis God forgives sin. And
so that that we may do this more clearly,
we must first see what ‘sin’ means, and
what ‘satisfaction for sin’ means”.
Anselm then proceeds by explaining
that every person owes a debt to God of
unqualified love and obedience: “Every
desire and every attitude of a created
being who possesses reason ought to be
subject to the will of God. This is the
debt which angels and human beings
owe to God. No one sins if he pays this
debt; everyone who does not pay it sins
… This is the only and entire honour
which we owe to God, and which God
requires from us … Anyone who does
not give this honour to God takes away
from God what belongs to Him and dishonours Him: and this is sin.
“On top of this, as long as the sinner
does not repay what he has stolen, he
remains at fault. And it is not enough to
return what was taken away. Because of
the insult committed against God, he
must give back more than he has taken
away … So then, everyone who sins
must repay to God the honour he has
taken away; and this is the satisfaction
that every sinner ought to make to God”
(Chapters 11-13, 15).
The genius of Anselm is that he correctly defines the spiritual crisis in
which sinners find themselves. And, as
they say, correctly identifying the problem is the essential first step towards
finding the right solution. If we are
going to resist the spirit of antichrist in
our own generation, it will not be done
by the faulty diagnoses offered by
celebrity preachers. Discovering the
Christ we really need will only occur
when the Holy Spirit reveals to us the
true dimensions of the nature and
power of our sin. That’s why the superficial diagnoses of the Christian self-help
and prosperity movement play into the
hands of antichrist and make the true
ap
Jesus more inaccessible than ever.
Peter Hastie is issues editor
of AP and minister of
Ashfield Presbyterian
Church, NSW.
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Handy Hinn-ts
When it comes to Benny Hinn, it pays to test the spirits.

Peter Barnes

I

n view of the enormous popularity of the healing evangelist
Benny Hinn, The Confusing World
of Benny Hinn by G. Richard
Fisher, M. Kurt Goedelman and others
is a most important book. Most of the
major issues that have surrounded
Hinn’s ministry are dealt with here. It
makes for unpleasant but necessary
reading.
Perhaps the most serious charge
brought against Hinn is that of deception. Hinn has maintained that his
father was the Mayor of Jaffa in Israel in
the 1950s, but this has been found to be
untrue. Hinn also claims that for the
first 21 years of his life, he stuttered so
badly that he avoided getting into conversations. This was supposedly cured
miraculously, but, strangely enough,
none of Hinn’s youthful colleagues could
remember such a speech disability. Nor
could the Roman Catholic chaplain and
staff recall anything to support Hinn’s
claim that in 1976 at a Catholic school in
Jerusalem all 200 to 300 schoolgirls,
together with the teaching nuns, “got
saved” when Hinn preached to them.
Hinn tells of little male angels who
appear in his bedroom at night, to stand
and look at him. He also once saw a devil
in his bedroom, and the Lord identified
this one as the demon of poverty. He
rebuked the demon with Scripture, and,
says Hinn, “from that day till now,

Hinn seems to be blissfully unaware that
Christ Himself uttered
these words in the
Garden of Gethsemane.
there’s been blessings on my life”. In
Hinn’s view, hallucinations are treated
as reality. One can only wonder about
his view of spiritual power; it has little
to do with the fruit of the Spirit. Hinn
asserts that his whole body goes numb,
and then adds that “it’s as though I get
plugged into an electric plug or something”.
Despite the routine claim that about
1000 people are miraculously healed at
each crusade, Hinn’s organisation has
been slow to come up with verifiable
cases. After surviving a plane crash with
five others in 1983, Hinn led people to
believe that he had healed the eye of one
of the other passengers. It was supposed
to have been hanging out of its socket.

christian witness to israel
A ministry focused on reaching Jewish people with the Gospel
A Partner Mission Society with APWM

Is your mission strategy like Paul's; a worldwide vision which always includes
the people of the promise? We would welcome partnering with you.
For 30 years Christian Witness to Israel (CWI) has been working in Australia.
Two ministers of the PCNSW on our Council; Rev. Bruce Christian and Rev. Johnnie Li.
Is God calling you to minister to Jewish people?
Please contact us to discuss how you might pursue that calling with CWI.
For a free Information Pack, including a 6-minute
DVD of the work in Australia please contact us.
PO Box 7377, Bondi Beach, NSW 2026
Tel: 02 8362 3773
0431 940 257 info@cwi.org.au
mission partners
www.cwi.org.au
www.israelight.org.au
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As it turned out, Hinn spent two days in
hospital, despite his later contention
that he did not have a scratch on his
body. The passenger with the crushed
eye had his sight restored not by Hinn
but by a number of operations.
In December 1992 a woman named
Ernestine Rodriguez, suffering from
brain cancer, was repeatedly “slain in the
spirit” at Hinn’s crusade in Houston.
Hinn was jubilant: “Satan, you’ve lost
this one and you’ll never get her back!”
Three weeks later, tests showed that
Rodriguez still had the cancer. Hinn
tried to explain his way out of this one
by asserting that “healing is received by
and must be kept by faith. There’s been
the cases where they’ve lost their healings”. This is yet another case where the
fraudulent performer blames the victim.
Hinn regards the words “if it be thy will”
as “faith-destroying words”. Those who
utter them are apparently doomed to be
dragged down to despair. Hinn seems to
be blissfully unaware that Christ
Himself uttered these words in the
Garden of Gethsemane (Mt. 26:39).

M

any more examples could be
given. The movie star Ben Vereen
was advertised in 1994 as going to be
healed from serious injuries and ailments from which he suffered as a result
of two traffic accidents. Alas, Ben
Vereen could not turn up for his miraculous healing as he caught a cold! The
Sault Ste. Marie General Hospital was
once forced to issue a statement denying
what it called the “outlandish and
unwarranted” claims that Hinn had performed miracles there in 1976.
In fact, Hinn has been instrumental
in as many deaths as healings. In 1986
in Oklahoma an 85-year-old woman
died after someone who had been “slain
in the spirit” by Hinn fell on her and
fractured her hip. For 20 minutes the
ushers refused to call an ambulance
because an ambulance would not look
good at a miracle service. A lawsuit was
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settled out of court. Yet Hinn maintains
that “when people are saved they ought
to be healed at the same time”. Some
would have been glad just to have survived a Hinn healing service.
Hinn’s attempts at prophecy are no
more reassuring. In Basel in Switzerland
he prophesied over a man with cancer
and declared that he had yet many years
to live. Two days later the man was dead.
Hinn also prophesied that two “giants”
of the Christian world would die in the
mid-1990s. One of these “giants” was
later identified as Lester Sumrall who,
aged 83, died of meningitis in 1996.
However, Sumrall was hardly a giant,
being little known outside Pentecostal
circles. Other prophecies might also be
noted – there would be resurrections
from the dead, the homosexual community in America would be destroyed by
no later than 1995, revival would come
in the early 1990s, a woman president
would serve in the White House, and a
short man would become world dictator.
Hinn confronts his critics with “Never
mock the anointing”, but it is not immediately obvious that Hinn’s anointing is
from God.
Doctrinally, Hinn has been guilty of
some erratic efforts. He once asserted
that each person in the Godhead has his

Benalla Parish
is a well established parish of
all ages in North East Victoria.
We are seeking a full time
minister who has a warm
pastoral heart and the gift of
teaching.
He will be expected to have a
vision for maximising the
great potential of the parish,
for growing God’s kingdom
and for discipleship, training
and outreach to the younger
generation.
Please contact Interim
Moderator for further details
Rev. Kyung Rae Ee
(03) 5831 6494 /
0403 536 721
krlx2@yahoo.com

own personal spirit, soul, and body, so
that the Trinity really consists of nine
parts. Before he uttered this nonsense,
he told his congregation: “I feel revelation knowledge already coming on me.”
He also holds to the literal and physical

Furthermore, says Hinn,
Adam could fly
and was capable of
interplanetary travel.
presence of Christ’s body and blood in
the sacrament, which is presumably why
all who eat and drink are meant to be
healed. Furthermore, says Hinn, Adam
could fly and was capable of interplanetary travel.
A number of Hinn’s explanations of
Scripture hover between the ludicrous
and the erroneous. In explaining John

The Confusing World of Benny Hinn,
G. Richard Fisher, M. Kurt
Goedelman et al,
Missouri: Personal Freedom
Outreach Publication, 1996.
14:6, Hinn claimed that the tabernacle
of Moses had three entrances, called the
way, the truth and the life. Hinn
invented this piece of information. So
too his claim that the man born blind in
John 9 actually had no eyes. In the
crossing of the Red Sea, the Egyptians
were apparently not drowned but
crushed by ice. Hinn even issued the
challenge: “You Hebrew scholars look
me up, you’ll find I’m right.” Not so,
even the first-year Hebrew student
finds Hinn wrong again.
We are called upon to “test the spirits
because many false prophets have gone
out into the world” (1 John 4:1). Hinn’s
ministry is yet another illustration of
why the apostle John had to issue such a
ap
warning.
Peter Barnes is books
editor of AP and minister
of Revesby Presbyterian
Church, NSW.

“The Harvest is Plentiful
but the Laborers are Few”
Matt. 9:37
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Moe is seeking a full time Minister
to lead a congregation of committed Christians who are spiritually strong
with a real trust in the Lord.
The parish is located in the rural township of Moe, in Gippsland within the
Latrobe Valley region. Sustained by a diverse and growing population, Moe and
the surrounding townships are well positioned, accessible to snowfields,
national parks and beaches and all within easy reach of Melbourne city.

Can you:
• Engage a rural and industrial population in the good news of the gospel,
• Build the church’s profile and engagement within the community,
• Work with a team to establish and build the Lord’s ministry vision and
strategy, instilling a strong biblical faith?

Do you:
• Want to be a valued member of a willing congregation committed to the
Lord’s work?
• Want an opportunity to preach the good news of the gospel?
If you answered yes to these challenges and opportunities
and wish to find out more about the position, please contact the Interim
Moderator Reverend Gary Stephens via telephone 03 5153 1669 or via email
gnstep@aapt.net.au to discuss the role further.

In the Lord we trust
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Evangelicals? Where?
How modern evangelicals turned into closet liberals.

Peter Jones

M

y
colleague,
Mike
Horton, has just published a book, Christless
Christianity. I write, so to
speak, from the belly of this beast, having attended the US National Pastors’
Conference, sponsored by Zondervan
and Intervarsity Press, in San Diego earlier this year. It is amazing to see how
these once faithful publishers of evangelical orthodoxy are now consistently
and deliberately launching a massive but
subtle attack against the “fundamentals”
for which Evangelicalism stood courageously against liberalism in the past.
While I am struck by the sincerity of
the brilliant public speakers (quoted
below), who still have evangelical piety
and passion, their openly-stated theology is turning large swathes of the evangelical church into various new forms of
old-fashioned though very cool liberalism.
Brian McLaren was widely featured at
the conference. He believes that the age
of sola scriptura is over. Rob Bell, a plenary speaker, believes the Bible is a
“human product... not the product of
divine fiat”. Little wonder Mr Bell’s former colleague at Mars Hill of Grandville,
Ron Golden – now senior vice president
of World Relief, a ministry of the
National Association of Evangelicals – in
a seminar I attended, openly boasted
“Karl Barth is my theological mentor”.
Barth undermined the classical orthodox doctrine of Scripture. Is it surprising that in all the plenaries except one,
there was no biblical exposition?
Christ’s atoning death was passed
over in silence.
In the middle of a “worship service”,
Andy Crouch of IVP interviewed A.J.
Jacobs, an editor at Esquire magazine,
about his book, The Year of Living
Biblically. Jacobs, a non-practising Jew,
lived for one year according to Old
Testament laws, letting his beard grow,
wearing Kosher clothes and practising
Sabbath and the Ten Commandments.
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Christ is absent but
“Jesus” is here, as the
architect of a socio-economic revolution that
He began while on earth.

Crouch did not remind him that the
New Testament was part of the Bible,
nor that Jesus saw himself as the very
centre and goal of the Old Testament
(Luke 24:27). Jacobs concluded, to
applause, that he had become a “reverential agnostic”.
Christ is absent but “Jesus” is here, as
the architect of a socio-economic revolution that He began while on earth that
we must finish, with the help of all religionists and globalist socialists of good
faith. Shane Claibourne, 30, who looked
like a youthful throw-back from the
’60s, with tee shirt, very baggy slacks
and very long hair, constantly exhorted
people to get serious about non-materialistic living. His model was Mother
Theresa with whom he worked in India,
but never once did he make any attempt
to include the gospel of saving grace as
the motivation for Christian service.
McLaren summed it up: “Jesus teaches a
way of life rather than a set of beliefs.”
Every video clip from World Vision
and other ministries was exclusively
about digging wells in Africa. Not a word
was uttered about preaching the gospel
to Africans bound in pagan practices or
Muslim darkness. We are losing our
nerve and closing our mouths! Sooner
or later, we will endorse all “valid” spiritualities, as do McLaren and Bell.
The other half of the very centre of
the gospel – Jesus’ physical resurrection
– was also absent. A miraculous divine
transformation of the physical universe
really does not fit this new liberal social
gospel of the kingdom, which comes
incrementally through our works of
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social justice. Certainly, eschatology is
not a Left Behind “board game figuring
out where we are”, but when asked
about the early church’s expectation of
the imminent final coming of Christ,
McLaren rejected Christ’s final coming
out of hand, Ron Golden said it was an
image of being open to the kingdom
coming now, and New Testament
scholar Scott McKnight spoke of New
Testament eschatology as “metaphorical
rhetoric”. This is pure liberalism gone
wild, at an evangelical pastors’ conference!

W

ith all the emphasis on the
earthly Jesus, on our human
efforts to bring in the kingdom, and on
“human flourishing”, God as personal
savior is vague, even absent. God was
referred to in a large plenary session as
“God revealing ‘godself’,” thus successfully avoiding any gender-specific language for God but successfully depersonalising Him. The absence is filled by
seeking God’s “presence” through mysticism and so-called “spiritual disciplines”, so widespread in impersonal
pagan spirituality.
Both the bold-faced audacity but
more the naiveté of this project is quite
stunning. There is no mention anywhere of the vastly superior pagan project, already well-developed, to construct a this-worldly socio-economic
utopia, very similar to neo-evangelical’s
this-worldly “kingdom of God”. Will this
“shovel-ready eschatology” of human
justice be digging the church’s own
grave? Will the two meet one day, and
then, as Jesus asked (Luke 18:8), “Will
the Son of Man, when he comes, find
ap
faith on the earth?”

Peter Jones is founder of
Christian Witness to a Pagan
Planet. See
http://cwipp.infomedia.net/
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Weakness within
20 daily Bible studies in Colossians

P

aul was in prison in Rome, not sure of what lay
before him this side of heaven. On his third
missionary journey he had broken new ground
in Asia Minor, planting churches at Colosse and
Laodicea in the rich Lycus valley. He was now able to
reflect on what God had done, grateful that the work had
grown and expanded, and that believers were remaining
faithful in spite of opposition.
But he was also concerned. He had received reports
from Epaphras and others that, in addition to attacks on
the church from outside, there was the greater threat of
heresy from within. Satan sure knows how to be most
effective in undermining the work of the gospel!
As you read through Paul’s letter this month think
about the church today. Colosse is now in the middle of
Turkey, a region where the church has been overrun by
Islam for more than 1000 years. How important it is,
therefore, for us here in Australia at the beginning of the
21st century to take Paul’s warnings seriously. There is a
tendency today to “popularise” Jesus, to focus on His
humanity to the extent that we overlook the other reality
that “He is the image of the invisible God, the firsborn over
all creation. For by Him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created
by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together” (Col. 1:15-17). I can’t help feeling
that if we could capture again the apostle’s high view of
Christ we might be more committed to saying with Paul,
“We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect
in Christ. To this end I labour, struggling with all His
energy, which so powerfully works in me” (Col. 1:28-29).

Bruce Christian is a former
Moderator-General of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia.
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DAY 1
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:1-6a
THE POINT Paul was never slow in expressing his gratitude
to God for the clear evidence of the outworking of Gospel
truth in the lives of the saints (all believers). At Colosse he
could see it particularly in the reported faith, love, and hope of
the Church members.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul was “apostled” (sent) by God Himself to proclaim the
Gospel (good news) of Christ (Messiah) Jesus (Saviour) (1).
• Paul was always a team player with people like Timothy and
others, as we will see throughout the letter (1 – cf 7, and 4:717).
• God’s Church consists of brothers (and sisters) who are holy

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:6b-8
THE POINT The Gospel is not a dead dogma or system of
belief; it is a living organism based on God’s absolute revealed
truth in Christ. It is characterised, therefore, by growth –
both in the daily lives of individual believers and the Church,
and in outreach to others.
THE PARTICULARS
• The Gospel is a living, growing, fruit-bearing reality, changing us by imparting God’s grace and making us more like
Jesus (6).
• This effect of the Gospel is not limited to any one place; what
was evident in Colosse was also happening everywhere (6).
• God’s expression of His saving grace in Christ is absolute

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:9-14
THE POINT Paul is most concerned that the Colossian
believers will grow in every aspect of their life in Christ. He
therefore reminds them of all that God has done in order to
give them eternal life.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul prayed continuously and specifically for the Colossians:
- that they would never fall short in knowing God’s will (9);
- that the Holy Spirit would give them wisdom and insight
(9);
- that this would result in specific outcomes in their daily
lives:
* a witness that brings honour to Christ’s name (10);
* a life that pleases the Lord in every respect and detail

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:15-20
THE POINT Paul makes it clear that Christ can never be considered as one among many. He IS the only true God, the
Creator and Ruler of the Universe, the reason why anything
exists, the only basis for reconciliation. His Church, which He
bought by shedding His own blood on the cross, is the nervecentre of His operations. We must never lose sight of the
absolute supremacy of Christ.
THE PARTICULARS
• When we see Christ we see God; He is God (15, 19; cf John
14:9).
• Christ is the reason why Creation exists: He took part in creating the Universe; He rules over every part of it, whether we
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Faith, hope and love that show.
(set apart for God alone) and faithful (devoted to God alone)
(2).
• God the Father is the source of grace and peace for us (2).
• Paul prayed continually (with thanks) for the Church (3).
• Paul’s often mentioned “trio” – faith in Christ, love for fellow-believers, and the hope of eternal life (cf 1 Cor. 13:13, 1
Thess. 1:3) – were all alive and well at Colosse (4-5).
• The Gospel can be fully trusted as God’s word of truth (5-6).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you committed to Christ’s gospel as the only word of
truth?
• What evidence might others see of faith, love and hope in
you?

Contagious faith.
truth; we benefit from it by coming to an understanding of its
truth (6).
• Paul acknowledged Epaphras’ faithful ministry as part of the
process God used to bring the believers at Colosse to faith (7).
• Believers share in God’s love through the Holy Spirit (8).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is your faith a truly living faith, or has it become stale and
unproductive? Are you growing as a Christian? Is your
Church growing? Are others in danger of “catching” faith
from you?
• Epaphras had a liaison ministry bringing great encouragement throughout the Church. Do you write letters? phone?
visit?

The Christian’s growth index.
(10);
* a life that is fruitful in terms of good works (10);
* knowing God more richly and deeply each day (10);
* having God’s strength to be patient and remain firm (11);
* a life marked by joy and thankfulness (not complaining!)
(12).
• God has done everything necessary to bring us to heaven for
Jesus’ sake: rescued us from bondage to sin in all its darkness,
paid the full price to redeem us, and forgiven all our sin (1314).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Use the details of Paul’s prayer as a check list for your own
life. In what areas do you need some help? Do you pray these
things regularly for others? Do they for you?

A Christocentric Universe.
can see it or not; and He is the one who holds it all together
(15-17).
• Christ is the only one who has conquered death; He now lives
to rule over His Church in the world. He is the Lord of all (18).
• Reconciliation between Man and Creation, Man and his
neighbour, Man and himself, and Man and God, is only possible by the means God has provided – the cross of Christ. All
else is futile (20).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can scientists such as Paul Davies, Richard Dawkins, etc, ever
solve the mysteries of the Universe if they continue to exclude
God’s revelation in Christ as possible, valid evidence?
• Is reconciliation possible in the world today without Christ?

c h u r c h
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister,
Clerk or Elder. Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Kormilda College 10.00am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8945 7878.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains Primary School, cnr
Ellerstone Ave & Noorooma St, Isabella
Plains. Worship Service & Sunday School
10.00am. Evening service 6.15pm (light
meal @5:45pm).
Mike Pittman (02) 6292 6772.

new south wales
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am (6.30pm 1st Sunday only.)
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church

14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL
Cr Bendooley & Wingecarribee St. 9.30am.
Kids’ Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Sess. Clrk: Mr Peter Boggs, (02) 4861 3079.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am, 10.30am
& 6.30pm. Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932
(W), (02) 9419 7349 (H). Ass. Rev. Warren
Esdale.
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English 9am & 5pm / Cantonese 10.30am /
Mandarin 9am / Bilingual Service 12noon /
Sunday School 9am & 10:30am / Youth 9am.
Church Office (02) 9331 4459. Rev. David
Tsai (02) 9747 4845 or 0408 5516 606.
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CORNERSTONE
@ Concord: Meets Concord Public School
9.30 am. Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St.
Concord. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 9702 5281
@ North: Meets Eastwood Heights Public
School 9.30am. Lincoln Street, Eastwood.
Rev. C. S. Tang (02) 9688 7880.
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.

CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford
Ave. 7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts. 9.00am, 10.30am &
6.30pm. Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Jason Summers (02) 6557 5047
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sundays). Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Rev. Chris Balzer (02) 4822 2344
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am. Rev. P.
Tamsett 9760 0900. Merrylands & Monitor’s
Rd. P. Magee 9760 2362. Canley Heights: 3
Derria St. 9609 7384. East Parramatta:
Inquiries B. Frost 0433 908 130.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KOGARAH
Meets Carlton School of Arts – 9.30am.
2 Short Street.
Mr Steve Chong (02) 8012 6837 (H).
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.00am.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
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MITTAGONG
Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am. Sess Clrk
Mr David Hocking, (02) 4869 3118.
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
MOSS VALE
7 Browley St 9.30am & 6.00pm
Rev. Steve North (02) 4869 4795.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am &
6.00pm. Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am. Surfside: 7.00pm.
Stockton: 10.30am Wednesday.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
Asst: Rev. Jon Nuttall (02) 4928 3410.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAK HILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 10.00am.
1st Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRINGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
A. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). Rev. Keith Walker (02) 4751 1188 (O).
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
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TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am Rev. David Hassan (02) 6765 2865.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TOUKLEY
Cnr Hargreaves St and Victoria Ave.
9.30am Morning Worship
6.00pm 2nd Sunday Mar, Jun, Sept, Dec.
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 4392 9904.
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. Peter Pallett (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Rev. Keith King (02) 4784 1255
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba: Contact
Minister. Weethalle: Last Sunday 7.00pm.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Keith Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Ian Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
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Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Tony Johnson (03) 9527 3270.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 10.00am each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9307 6583.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG
Terang: 155 High St.
Camperdown: Cnr Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Session Clerk: T. Fleming (03) 5594 8231.
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Simon Crittle (03) 9833 6007.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
Rev. Phillip Chang (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Daid Brown (03) 9583 2785.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
CRANBOURNE/LYNDHURST
Cranbourne: Cnr Russel & Sladen Sts
10.00am weekly.
Lyndhurst: 214 Westernport Hwy (entry frm
Pyramid Pl) 2.00pm 2nd & 4th Sunday of
Mth. Mod: Rev. Bill Medley
(03) 9786 2976. cranbourne.pcvic.org.au
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd & McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald
Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans Rd.
& Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Mark Smith (03) 5625 4112.
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ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
Session Clerk: Mr John Disney 8707 0462.
Elder: Mr Andrew Bilyj
GEELONG (St. George’s)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St. 10.00am.
Ministers: The Very Rev. Dr Allan Harman (03)
5255 2134. Rev. Peter Wilding (03) 5281 1723.
GEELONG NORTH
60 Victoria St. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. David Assender (03) 5249 5508.
Clerk: Mr J. R. Diffen (03) 5264 8080.
GISBORNE (St Andrew’s)
Fisher Street 10.30am & Evening service last
Sunday of month 5.30pm (7.00pm Summer
daylight savings)
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Phone: (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
HORSHAM
16 Kalkee Road 10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Willem Vandenberg (03) 5382 3735.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Rod Scott (03) 9763 4248.
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
2.00pm. Mr Stephen Kim 0430 136 155.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 5.30pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
5.15pm (Indonesian Service)
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
(03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery Sts.
2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Miles Fagan (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
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Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 10.30am &
7.30pm (1st Sunday of the month).
H. Missionary – Pastor Steven Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr Jeff Broad (03) 5484 6284.
SEAFORD
(St Barnabas Anglican Church)
Corner of Park St & Margaret Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. John Dekker (03) 9587 0661.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SORRENTO-RYE
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Avenue
11.00am. Rye: Cnr Collingwood & Lyons
Sts. 9.15am. 6.00pm.
Rev. John Brennan (03) 5985 6492
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev. John Cho (03) 9311 1661.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am.
Brian Harvey (03) 5966 2309.
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.00am
(Includes Children’s program) & 5.00pm
(in the church hall Princess St).
Office: (03) 5562 2029.
South Warrnambool: MacDonald St. 9.15am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Rev. Ben Johnson (03) 5562 2029.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
1363 Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Dean Carroll (03) 5964 7563.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

queensland
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Don Kennedy (07) 5498 6253
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Gaius Goh (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
H. M. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek
Rd (cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 8.30am,
10.30am & 6.30pm. Centre: (07) 3398
4333. Ass. Rev. Jens Norved (07) 3396 1185.
Japanese Service 1.30pm. Des Soares (07)
3892 5912.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676.
www.arundel.org.au
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd & Regency
Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Ray Evans (07) 5573 1458.
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
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Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5530 5758.
HELENSVALE (Northlinks)
1 Shepparton Road – 9.30am.
Rev. John Evans (07) 5580 1367.
HERVEY BAY
5 Denman’s Camp Road, Scarness. 9.30am
& 7.00pm. Rev. John Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am. Office:
(07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland
9.00am & 7.00pm. Rev. Peter Barber &
Church Office (07) 5443 7073.
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 9.00am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 11.00am.
Rev. B. J. Harrison (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd, 9.00am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 2987
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
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Rev Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 8.30am, 11.00am &
6.30pm. Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232.
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 4771 2460.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823.
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 7.45am,
9.30am & 5.45pm. Rev. R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4000 (H), (07) 4633 4188 (O).
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am. Wilston: Macgregor St.
10.15am. Newmarket: Wilmington St.
6.00pm. Rev. Stuart Atkinson (07) 3356 4124

PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)
9739 6490. Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am. S/Clerk
H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818. I.Mod.
Rev. Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841.

western australia

CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St,
The Glebe. Mount Stuart 10.00am:
Mount Stuart Hall, Byard St, Mount Stuart.
Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 5.30pm.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. H.M. Dan Shepheard (03) 6234 8207.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.30pm. 188 Macquarie St.
(03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am. Glengarry: 9.15am.
Frankford H’way. Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd
Sunday. Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard 9.30am &
6.00pm. Clerk David Turner (03) 6247 7971.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Charlie Kennedy 0400 228 241.
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
Clerk: Steve Buckland (03) 6396 3213.

BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am. Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9398 1304 Off. (08) 9336 6542
MANDURAH
Cnr Sutton and Gibson St 10:00am
Rev. Paul Bloomfield (08) 9319 0706.
WEST LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
English & Japanese Service 1.00pm.
Rev. Steve Young (08) 9448 8755.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Rev. Kevin Stow (08) 8284 1719. Session
Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Rev. Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
36 Hutchison St. 10.00 am.
Pastor Robert Finster (08) 8391 2270.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Nelson (Vic). Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
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tasmania

To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50
$45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99
$55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

b i b l e
DAY 5
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:21-23
THE POINT There is only one way of salvation for everybody
– through faith in Christ’s sacrifice. We’ve heard about it, let’s
live by it!
THE PARTICULARS
• Without Christ we are cut off from God, and are by nature
opposed to Him – in the way we think and in the way we act
(21).
• God’s sending His Son from heaven to earth, to die physically
on the cross in our place is the only means He has provided by
which we can be reconciled to Him; there is no other way
(22a).
• By making us His friends in this way God is then able to
declare us “not guilty” and to set about changing us into the

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 1:24-29
THE POINT The Gospel is about power, energy, victory,
hope and glory. But strangely, it is based on struggle, suffering, defeat and death. Triumph for the Church is assured, but
a triumphalist attitude does not sit comfortably with the
essence of the Gospel.
THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus suffered on the cross to save us; He told us that following Him involved facing the same kind of opposition and suffering in the world; Paul knew his suffering for Jesus’ sake,
though great (see 2 Corinthians 11:23-29), was not yet finished; nevertheless he rejoiced in it because the Church benefited as a result (24).
• We are God’s saints (“holy ones”) whom He has chosen to

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 2:1-5
THE POINT Paul is concerned that believers in Colosse and
Laodicea are absolutely committed to a Christ-centred view of
the Scriptures, salvation, life, the Universe. Only then will
they be able to stand firm against heresies already creeping
into the Church.
THE PARTICULARS
• Paul’s concern for the members of the Church in different
places affected him deeply, even if he didn’t know them personally, or have the opportunity to be among them physically
(1, 5).
• The (OT) “mystery” of God is fully revealed in Christ; we
can’t understand the OT unless we see all of it pointing to
Him (2b).

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 2:6-10
THE POINT Christ is fully God, and the reason behind
everything that is. He rules the Universe. In Him we become
everything God intended us to be when He first created us in
His image (Genesis 1:26-27).
THE PARTICULARS
• We can’t just accept Jesus as Saviour and not acknowledge
Him as Lord. He has the right to control every part of our
lives (6).
• Living in Christ is a growing, strengthening experience,
enabling us to understand our faith better, and giving us an
immense sense of gratitude for everything God continues to
do in us (7).
• All philosophies of life, world views and scientific theories

s t u d y
Only one way to heaven.
holy people we must be if we are to be united with Him (22b –
see 2:13-14).
• We nevertheless have a responsibility to press on in our
faith; the enemy of assurance is not doubt but complacency!
(23a – see Philippians 2:12-13 for the balance between grace
and effort).
• Amazingly, salvation by grace alone through faith in Christ is
the fair basis on which God will finally judge everyone (23b).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• On the basis of these verses, what will be the fate of a sincere, good-living Moslem, or Hindu, or Buddhist, or Jew, or
even the average law-abiding Australian, if they press on with
their own efforts to gain heaven but reject God’s offer in
Christ?

No pain, no gain.
understand what is disclosed in His Word concerning the
Gospel of Christ and our hope of spiritual riches and glory
(25b-27).
• Paul’s task was (25, 28-29), and ours is (27), to tell everyone
the Good News about salvation in Christ by proclamation,
warning, and teaching, with the aim of getting them to
heaven.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you happy to suffer for Christ, the Church and the
Gospel?
• When you seek to lead people to Christ do you just tell them
the Good News or do you persevere with encouraging, challenging and discipling them until they are well on their way to
heaven?

Christ the Key.
• Christ is the “treasure chest” of all we can know about God
(3).
• Paul’s concern for believers is that they fully understand this
“mystery” (2b), and that they are therefore able to stand firm
against the heretical views starting to infiltrate the Church
(4).
• A prerequisite for this knowledge is to have a positive spiritual outlook and a commitment to unity and love among
believers (2a).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is Christ at the centre of all your thinking about the meaning
of life? How does this affect your conversation and behaviour?
• What wrong thinking in the Church today is addressed here?

Christ the Transformer.
that don’t have Christ at the centre are only man-made inventions which in the end are hollow, deceptive, and restrictive
(Ever tried discussing the fossil record with an Evolutionist?)
(8).
• Christ, who became a man in every sense (100%), is also
100% God Himself and He rules over every part of the
Universe (9-10).
• It is in Christ we become everything God designed us to be (10).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How much difference is there between a Christian and a nonChristian? Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. Spend some time thinking about the difference Jesus has made in your life and outlook: how has He affected the way you view yourself and the
world.
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b i b l e
DAY 9
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 2:11-15
THE POINT The change Jesus makes in us is not merely cosmetic and superficial. It gets to the heart of the problem of
sin and deals with it fully and comprehensively. It gives substance to outward rites and symbols like circumcision and baptism. Christ’s work on the cross for us does what God’s written Law could never do.
THE PARTICULARS
• The only way anyone can be put right with God is to be
“made alive”“ in Christ and to have his/her sins forgiven in
Him (13).
• Jesus made forgiveness possible by suffering the penalty for
our sin on the cross. This stamped “Paid in Full” across the

DAY 1 0
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 2:16-19
THE POINT Christ has made a “public spectacle” of all that
is false and that detracts from Him (15). We must therefore
be careful not to risk letting such things “disqualify” us from
receiving the “prize”.
THE PARTICULARS
• The trouble-makers in the Church at Colosse were using
wrong things to measure spiritual maturity. They had lost
sight of the fact that believers are primarily members of
Christ’s body, that Christ is the Head, that it is God who
causes growth (16, 19).
• Christ alone is the ultimate reality; everything else in the
out-working of our spiritual life is only of value if it centres on
Him, or points to Him. For example if Sabbath keeping

DAY 1 1
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 2:20-23
THE POINT Human logic always sees the keeping of outward rules and regulations as a feel-good exercise. The trouble
is, once we take this line we end up by convincing ourselves we
are doing well when in fact our hearts and motives remain
sensual/worldly; inside we are no different from people who
don’t worry about rules at all! It happened in the OT Church
(Isaiah 29:13), in the Church of Jesus’ day (Mark 7:1-23), at
Colosse and Laodicea, and at many other times in Church history. What about us today?
THE PARTICULARS
• Unregenerate man thinks in a way that is opposed to God’s
way (see Jer. 17:9). This is the effect sin has. When Christ trans-

DAY 1 2
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 3:1-4
THE POINT Christ died and rose again. The born-again
believer “dies” to the world’s way of thinking and “rises again”
to a whole new way of thinking – in a “heavenly” way, in God’s
way. Christ now rules in heaven, and one day will come back
from there; His followers should even now be thinking (and
behaving) as befits citizens of heaven in preparation for when
this does happen.
THE PARTICULARS
• Christ’s death-and-resurrection is a picture of how we must
die to the world’s way of thinking and start to live for Christ
(1, 3).
• Our “mind set”, governing every part of our life and behaviour, should itself be controlled by the fact that Christ now
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Christ the Saviour.
written charge established justly against us by God’s perfect
Law (14).
• The OT covenant sign of circumcision represented the cutting off and discarding of our sinful, sensual, physicallyfocussed nature. The NT covenant sign of baptism represents
our identification with Christ. The signs themselves can’t
achieve what they represent; but Christ’s death and resurrection can (11-12).
• The cross was God’s final victory over all Satan’s power (15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Have you come to grips with the heart of the Gospel (or rather,
has it come to grips with you?); or are you still depending on
outward rites and the keeping of rules to get you to heaven?

Christ the Reality and Head.
becomes an end in itself, its real purpose has been lost (cf
Mark 2:27), and it becomes a hindrance to spiritual growth
rather than a help (17).
• Making anything, apart from Christ, a focus of, or even an
aid to, worship, negates true worship and could disqualify us
(18).
• Emphasising spiritual experience, even and especially if
accompanied by claims of humility, can lead us astray in both
our understanding of the Gospel of Christ and in our living it
out (18).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How might the Church, or individual believers, let an emphasis on ritual or experience become an obstacle to spiritual
growth?

Beware of the Pharisees!.
forms us by His death we die with Him to this old way of thinking, and must resist any tendency to drift back into it (20).
• The old way of thinking emphasises rule-keeping instead of a
heart committed to the Lordship of Christ in everything (2023).
• The “rule-keeping” often comes across as very pious, disciplined and humble; but it can too easily become a cover-up for
sin (23).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can you think of an instance of someone using rule-keeping
to hide sinful/sensual behaviour? Have you ever noticed this
tendency in yourself? Might others suspect this tendency in
you?

Citizens of Heaven.
rules (1).
• We can’t have it both ways: a mind set on God’s ways is a
mind not set on the world’s way of thinking; it is totally
changed (2).
• The Christian’s life is totally wrapped up in Christ and God (3).
• This will be most evident when Christ comes again in glory
(4).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are there parts of your life not governed by a mind set on
things above? Why not make a list and work through it this
month?
• What are some of the aspects of modern living (& thinking)
that put pressure on us to focus on this world instead of
heaven?

b i b l e
DAY 1 3
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 3:5-11
THE POINT Being a Christian is not just a case of being
“more good”: it is about “casting off”, “dying to”, the old way
of living altogether and having a whole new approach with a
new set of guidelines based on being a new person, remade in
God’s image through Christ, and coming to know (and therefore practise) His ways better each day. A necessary by-product of this will be our ability to be united in one family with
Christians of every kind.
THE PARTICULARS
• Before we are born again by the power of God at work in us,
we are all by nature inclined towards ways diametrically
opposed to God’s way, and are therefore subject to His wrath
(5-7).

DAY 1 4
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 3:12-17
THE POINT Some items are an essential part of the
Christian’s wardrobe (“... clothe yourselves with ...”), and some
things are essential to the Christian’s make-up (“... rule in your
hearts ... dwell in you richly ...”). We do well to make sure we
are not treating any of these as optional extras! Everything
must be centred on Christ.
THE PARTICULARS
• We are God’s chosen people: set apart for, loved by, Him (12).
• God requires us to act towards one another in a way that
truly reflects the way He so graciously acts towards us (12-14).
• Love (see 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 for its defining attributes) is
the “cement” that holds all the other virtues every Christian

DAY 1 5
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 3:18-21
THE POINT The family and its inter-relationships are not an
accident of evolution; they are established by God from the
beginning to help us better understand our relationship with
Him. The world today is rejecting this to its peril; and if the
Church follows the world it will be negating an important part
of God’s revelation.
THE PARTICULARS
• God has established relationships in the family as a picture of
the Church’s relationship with Him. As the Church (his Bride)
submits to Him, so wives are to submit to their husbands (18).
(See Ephesians 5:21-32 for a fuller statement of this principle.)
• The command for husbands is not to rule but to love.

DAY 1 6
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 3:22–4:1
THE POINT Continuing from yesterday, even relationships
for Christians in the workplace must reflect the master-slave
side of our relationship with God. Paul begins Romans and
Titus by referring to himself as a slave of Christ (1:1) – He is
his Master. Christian employees should work “as working for
the Lord”; Christian employers should deal graciously with
those under them, just as God deals with us. In the end we
are accountable only to Him.
THE PARTICULARS
• As employees, Christians have an important role to witness
by working hard even if no one is looking. This reflects their
relationship to the Lord who, ultimately, is their real boss (22-

s t u d y
God takes sin seriously.
• We need to take decisive action to change our old ways; it
can’t just happen; we need to address the task with resolve (5,
8-9).
• Embracing God’s ways also requires the same doggedness
(10).
• When we are totally caught up in Christ, and He is in us, we
lose any distinctive “labels” that might otherwise divide us
(11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Use the specific sins Paul draws attention to in verses 5 and
8-9a to revise the list you made yesterday. Don’t forget God
means business when He uses phrases like “put to death” and
“you must rid yourselves”. Are we a bit too lax about these
things today?

Essentials for fellowship.
should show together; without love, everything else is delusory (14).
• The peace Christ gives us (see John 14:27, 16:33) should be
the obvious controlling influence in all our relationships (15).
• Paul reminds us three times to be thankful (15b, 16b, 17b)!
• As God’s family we are to take every opportunity to encourage one another from His Word, and by praising Him together
(16).
• The Lord Jesus must be at the centre of all we say and do
(17).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are corporate worship and Bible study in your top priorities?

Family matters.
Headship in Christ’s kingdom is exercised by humble, caring
service (19).
• The command given to children is to obey their parents.
Again, this is to reflect our relationship to God as our Father
(20).
• Again, the corollary of the children’s obligation to obey is not
an instruction to the parent to command/rule, but a warning
not to embitter or exasperate the children. God knows all our
weaknesses (21).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do relationships in your family give to the watching world a
really clear picture of the relationship between God and His
people? Where, and how, could improvements be made in
this?

Industrial relations.
24).
• Although we work as “slaves” in the world, and as “slaves” of
Christ, there is a strange paradox – we have an “inheritance”
in heaven! This is because of what Christ has done for us (24).
• God is just in His dealings with men – sin has consequences
(25).
• Employers should realise they too must give account to God
(1).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What are some of the causes of unrest and dissatisfaction in
the workplace today? Is there anything you can do in your job
to improve the situation by applying the principles in this passage with respect to those over you? ... or to those under you?
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THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 4:2-6
THE POINT We are committed to using every opportunity to
declare clearly to a lost world the otherwise hidden secrets of
the Gospel. The very nature of the task requires the full use of
all the following: prayer; clear presentation; consistent and
balanced life-style and witness to back it up; persistence; intelligent apologetics.
THE PARTICULARS
• Prayer must be at the very heart of all our evangelism
because:
- there are pitfalls of which we need to be made aware; (2)
- there is much for which to be grateful to God; (2)
- it is God who opens the doors for opportunities; (3)

- God reveals the otherwise hidden “mystery” of Christ; (3)
- we need God’s help to make the Gospel message clear (4).
• Open evangelism may result in imprisonment; but, rather
than hinder the work, this can also provide new opportunities
(3).
• We must remain careful, alert and sensitive in our behaviour
because we don’t know when fresh opportunities may arise
(5).
• All we say/do must strike a balance between grace and “bite”
(6).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In the light of this, how are your prayer life and witness both
going? Are you making the most of every opportunity in both?

Keep in touch.

DAY 1 8
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 4:7-9
THE POINT Paul places a lot of importance on the ongoing
personal contact the Lord’s people have with each other as
they work together in the cause of the Gospel. The visit of
Tychicus and Onesimus with the written letter adds another
dimension to its purpose.
THE PARTICULARS
• The personal contact that Tychicus and Onesimus will make
with the churches in the Lycus valley will give the opportunity
for a first hand eyewitness report about Paul’s situation in
Rome.
• This was especially applicable to Onesimus (Philemon’s runaway slave – see Paul’s Letter to Philemon) because he and his

situation were already known among the Church members.
• Paul always saw his work as a team effort, and the ministry
of mutual encouragement, therefore, as an important aspect
of it.
• Tychicus and Onesimus had both been faithful in their ministry.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How many missionaries are you in touch with to encourage
on a regular basis? (I am convicted here by my own question!)
• How important to you is personal, face-to-face contact with
other believers (eg regular attendance at Sunday worship,
small groups, visiting and hospitality – NB: e-mails don’t
count!)?

Encouragement in trials.

DAY 1 9
THE PASSAGE
COLOSSIANS 4:10-14
THE POINT Apart from his imprisonment Paul had many
other trials and disappointments. Among these was the fact
that not many of his Jewish compatriots had recognised Jesus
as the Messiah and turned to Him. There is also some possibility that Demas was starting to show signs of backsliding
(see 2 Timothy 4:10). But to compensate for all this, there
were many who stood by him.
THE PARTICULARS
• Aristarchus was another prisoner for the sake of the Gospel.
God often provides others to share with us in our trials (10).
• We have no record of the previous communication concerning Mark; it may simply have been the request to receive him

(10).
• Not many Jews had turned to Christ as a result of Paul’s missionary endeavours – but those who had were a comfort (11).
• Epaphras had a great ministry as a prayer warrior, “working
hard” at it for the spiritual maturity of his countrymen (1213).
• The contrast in the description of Dr Luke and Demas could
indicate that Demas was already wavering (14, cf 2 Tim 4:10).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What friends has God provided to bring you encouragement
and to labour for you in prayer? Do you acknowledge their
help personally? How do you reciprocate this to them?

Finishing well.

DAY 2 0
COLOSSIANS 4:15-18

THE POINT Paul was not one for giving up part way through
a task. In spite of his chains and possible physical disabilities
(poor eyesight?) he was able to write Colossians all by himself.
The issues he raises in this letter are so important, in terms
of standing firm for the truths and implications of the Gospel
in the face of heretical teaching that diminished the person
and work of Christ, that he wanted all his letters to be read in
all the churches in the region. Eventually he will be able to
write to Timothy and say: “I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7). It is on this basis that he tells
Archippus to finish well.
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You shall be my witnesses.

DAY 1 7

THE PASSAGE

sS tT u Ud yD
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THE PARTICULARS
• As the Church expanded it met in different places, usually
their homes, without the luxury/burden (?) of church buildings (15).
• In spite of this, the different groups kept in contact with
each other, recognising themselves as the one Body of Christ
(15-16).
• It is important to finish the tasks we receive “in the Lord” (17).
• We are to remember one another, especially those undergoing trials, because it is only God’s grace that sustains us (18).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is there some task(s) you have been leaving unfinished?
• Are our church buildings a help or a hindrance today?

n e w s

news
New Christian newspaper

Australia’s first mass-market monthly
Christian newspaper, Eternity, will be
launched next month. It is the fruit of a
meeting more than a year ago of two
Christian media professionals, John
Sandeman at Fairfax Media and
David Maegraith at Anglican Media
Sydney, who shared a vision for a
national Christian newspaper with a
large circulation delivered freely to
churches in Australia.
With an initial circulation of 100,000
the paper will already be close to the
audience size of The Australian (weekday
circulation 137,000), according to Mr
Maegraith.

Archbishop lashes Facebook

S
ocial networking websites, texting
and e-mails are undermining community life, the leader of the Roman
Catholic Church in England and Wales
has warned.
Archbishop Vincent Nichols said
MySpace and Facebook led young people to seek “transient” friendships, with
quantity becoming more important
than quality.
Nichols said a key factor in suicide
among young people was the trauma
caused when such loose relationships
collapsed. “Friendship is not a commodity,” he told the Sunday Telegraph newspaper.
Archbishop Nichols said society was
losing some of its ability to build communities through inter-personal communication, as the result of excessive
use of texts and e-mails rather than
face-to-face meetings or telephone conversations.
Assist

No ordinary book

N

o Ordinary View won the 2009
Australian Christian Book of the
Year award at the Australian
Christian Literature Awards last
month in Sydney.
Naomi Reed’s account of life in
Nepal, subtitled A Season of Faith and
Mission in the Himalyas, is published by
Ark House Press.

Three books tied for second:
Catherine’s gift: Inside the world of Dr
Catherine Hamlin by John Little (Pan
Macmillan Australia); Leadership on the
front foot by Zachary Veron (Anglican
Press Australia); and Preach or perish:
Reaching the hearts and minds of the world
today by Donald Howard (ed) (Donald
and Nan Howard).
Paul Barnett won the Australian
Christian Theological Writers’
Award for After Jesus, Volume 3: Finding
the Historical Christ (William B
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids). The Young
Christian Writer Award went to Leng
Te for Into your mystery.

Nigerians slaughtered

W
ith 12 Christians, including three
pastors, confirmed killed in rioting
ignited by an Islamic sect opposed to
Western education, the Christian community in northern Nigeria’s Borno
state is still counting its losses. The rioting instigated by an Islamic extremist
sect known as Boko Haram, which initially attacked police and government
bases, left hundreds of people dead and
large property losses.
“We are still taking inventory of how
the crisis affected our members, but so
far we have confirmed some of the
Christians killed and churches burnt,”
said Samuel Salifu, national secretary
of the Christian Association of
Nigeria.
Rampaging members of the sect
burned 20 churches, and many
Christians abducted by Boku Haram
extremists are yet to be found.
Compass Direct

Most effective ‘crusade’

R
emembering ’59, a one-hour television and DVD documentary on the

Shea. It also features interviews with
those who responded to Dr Graham’s
invitation to commit their lives to Jesus
Christ.

Orissa persecutors jailed

A

n Indian court has sentenced
another five persons to six years in
prison for the second time in a month
for their involvement in violence against
Christians in Orissa a year ago.
The men were found guilty of setting
houses on fire and engaging in unlawful
assembly in their village, Salaguda, on
September 13, 2008, when the riots
were at their peak. The six were also
fined about $115, the Press Trust of India
reported.
Another fast track court convicted
Chakra Mallick of Gochhapada on
June 30 for his involvement in the violence.

Iranian converts arrested

M

ore than 30 Christians were
arrested last month near Tehran and in
the northern city of Rasht and nine
remain in prison.
On August 9 two Christian women
appeared before a judge who asked them
if they would deny their newfound faith
and return to Islam, reported the Farsi
Christian News Network. Maryam
Rostampour, 27, and Marzieh
Amirizadeh Esmaeilabad, 30, have
been held in the notorious Evin prison
since March 5, accused of “acting against
state security” and “taking part in illegal
gatherings”. As both women refused to
recant their faith, the judge sent them
back to their prison cells “to think about
it”, according to a source who spoke with
family members.
Compass Direct

impact and legacy of Billy Graham’s
four-month visit to Australia in 1959,
has now sold more than 5000 copies
throughout Australia.
Produced by Olive Tree Media and
released at Easter this year, the DVD has
been seen nationally on the Australian
Christian Channel and sold through
Christian bookshops and directly from
the
Billy
Graham
Evangelistic
Association offices.
Host Karl Faase said the documentary featured interviews with Crusade
organiser Gerry Beavan, compere and
choir conductor Cliff Barrows and
well-loved soloist George Beverly
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WEA tackles trafficking

IannEvangelical
an effort to raise awareness across
community that represents 420 million Christians worldwide,
the World Evangelical Alliance has
created a taskforce on human trafficking.
The taskforce, headed by the WEA
spokeswoman on human trafficking,
Commissioner
Christine
MacMillan, aims to prevent and combat trafficking by developing strategic
and effective actions and tools that will
help equip the local churches and their
leaders to become responsive to the victims of human trafficking.
Assist

Atheists see creation

N
early 300 members of an atheist
group last month toured the Creation
Museum, which is an outreach of
Answers in Genesis.
While no one was sure what to expect
when ideologies clashed, staff at the
Creation Museum were pleased overall
(despite some minor incidents) with
how well the visit from the Secular
Student Alliance went.
In fact, the Creation Museum says it
is open to future visits by the SSA or
other similar humanist groups, seeking
to be informed about arguments that
support the Bible’s account of world history, starting with Creation, the news
release stated.
In a statement released on the day of
the visit, Creation Museum co-founder

and chief communications officer Mark
Looy said: “The Creation Museum welcomes anyone to tour our family attraction. We especially encourage visits by
those who are skeptical about the
Christian faith, as we offer a different
perspective of world history (including
origins) than what is presented in
almost all natural history museums and
public school science classes.”
Assist

Biblican oryx returns

S
everal endangered species are making a comeback in the Holy Land, including Biblical animals, the latest of which
is the Oryx antelope first referenced in
Deuteronomy 14 as clean to eat.
According to a report from the
International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem (ICEJ), the Oryx has been
extinct in the wild deserts of Israel and
Jordan for more than 80 years, but last
week 20 Arabian Oryxs bred at a special
animal park in Abu Dhabi were flown in
to Jordan and released at the 720square kilometre Wadi Rum Protected
Area near the Arava Valley and Dead
Sea.
ICEJ says the cooperative project
between Jordan and Abu Dhabi to
repopulate the species has been met
with great enthusiasm by government
officials. Although there are no wild
Oryxs in Israel’s Negev desert, it’s highly
probably that as the Jordanian herds
increase, some will wander over the border.
Assist

Focus on cash

U

S Christian group Focus on the
Family has issued a special fundraising
plea following a “serious budget shortfall”.
Spokesman Gary Schneeberger
says the organisation is about $6 million
short of balancing its $138 million budget for the fiscal year that began
October 2008.
Jim Daly, president and CEO of
the Colorado-based evangelical ministry, wrote to 800,000 donors: “Right
now we’re facing a serious budget shortfall that threatens our ability to reach
out to parents, families and married
couples who count on our help.”

Vale Graham Wade

P
ioneering Christian cartoonist, filmmaker and creative designer Graham
Wade, who created the illustrations for
the popular Jungle Doctor series, has
died in Sydney, aged 78.
Through an association with Dr Paul
White, Graham turned the stories of
the African bush into comic strips. The
Jungle Doctor series through comic
books and on television had a profound
impact on Christian media and children’s work in the ’50s and ’60s. It is
estimated the comics sold more than
half a million copies in Australia alone.
Graham Wade was instrumental in
establishing a not-for-profit advertising
agency Pilgrim International, which
directed profits to Christian work. The
work done by Pilgrim was highly
regarded and resulted in secular business as well as significant campaigns for
Christian agencies such as World
Vision.

‘Gay survey’ for Anglicans

A
national survey is set to take place
to reveal the number of gay clergy
within the Church of England, the
Guardian newspaper has reported.
The survey is being backed by the
Inclusive Church network, which aims
to prove that homosexuals perform an
important role in the regular running of
the Church body.
Canon Giles Goddard, chairman of
the Inclusive Church told the Guardian:
“It’s very early days but we need realistic
information on how many LGBT clergy
there are. It’s about demonstrating to
people that we’re here and we need to be
respected and recognised. We want to
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play our full role in the life of the
church.”
Christian Today

Indonesians fight sharia

Thumbs up for police Bible

tion of two bills inspired by sharia
(Islamic law). The Halal Product
Guarantee Bill and the Zakat
Obligatory Alms Management Bill,
both under consideration in the
Indonesian parliament, cater to the
needs of one religious group at the
expense of others, thereby violating
Indonesia’s policy of pancasila or religious tolerance, said the Rev. Dr. A.A.
Yewangoe, director of the PGI.
“National laws must be impartial and
inclusive,” Yewangoe told Compass.
Muslim groups, meantime, recently
moved to close more Christian institutions. On July 21, following complaints
from community groups, police forcibly
dismantled a church in West Java on
grounds that it did not have a building
permit – previously denied even though
all requirements had been met – while
similar groups in East Java successfully
lobbied for the closure of a Catholic
orphanage claiming that it planned to
“Christianise” local children.

N

SW
Police
Commissioner
Andrew Scipione has welcomed the
release of a new police Bible, created
especially for the state’s police officers.
Commissioner Scipione met Bible
Society CEO Daniel Willis and police
chaplains at Police Headquarters to
receive his copy.
The police Bible is compact, with a
police-blue, leather-look cover and
police crest on the front. It contains the
New and Old Testaments, as well as
information on police ethics, service,
integrity and leadership. It also includes
the police prayer, and photos of officers
in the field.
It’s thought that eventually, the bulk
of the state’s 20,000 officers will have a
police Bible in their possession.

Focus on women’s ministry

A
conference to boost women’s ministry, Flourish, will be held at the
Chinese Church Surry Hills in Sydney
next month. Craig Tucker, the minister at Drummoyne Presbyterian
Church and a noted speaker, will talk
about “how the cross changes everything for men and women”.
Flourish is a conference for men and
women, but focusing on how congregations and their leadership equip and
encourage women in ministry. It will
include a range of workshops in four
areas: theological questions, men and
women working together, equipping
women (for women only) and ministry/life issues for women.

T
he Indonesian Council of
Churches (PGI) has called for the rejec-

Street preacher in strife

A
street preacher in Manchester,
England, was threatened with arrest by
police after reading from the Bible in
public. Miguel Hayworth, 29, has been
a street preacher in the city for the last
five years.
He said he was approached by several
police officers who accused him of inciting hatred with homophobic and racial
comments,” Mr Hayworth said.
“One plain-clothed officer, who was
with the other two uniformed officers,
said: ‘It is against the law to preach and
hand out tracts: preaching causes
offence and handing out tracts is harassment and could result in an arrest’.”
Excerpts from the King James version of the Bible read aloud by Mr
Hayworth included Romans 1:27 – in
which Paul speaks of men who, “leaving
the natural use of the woman, burned in
their lust one toward another; men with
men working that which is unseemly” –
and 1 Corinthians 6.9, in which Paul
warns that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God.
He has sought advice from the
Christian Legal Centre, which has
appointed human rights barrister Paul
Diamond to his case.
Christian Today

agenda
Secular ‘threat’ to democracy
By Anne Thomas

T
he future of freedom and equality of
expression have come under threat from
the dominance of “the religion of secularism” in the public sphere, a new
report from the Jubilee Centre warns.
In the report Sustaining Democracy,
the Christian think tank warns that secularism is jeopardising civil liberties and
human rights, and claiming the privileges of religious judgement for itself to
the exclusion of other religions.
“Democracies cannot shake off their
Christian past without shaking off the
liberties which flowed from it,” warns
the report’s author Dr Philip
Sampson, mediator, family court
adviser and research fellow.
He criticised the tendency of some
secularists to disregard religious views
as “ill-considered” and “prejudiced”.
“Where would this have left the abolitionists or the civil rights movement?”
he said.
Dr Sampson warned that secularism
had responded to the “perceived vulnerability of democracy to global forces” by
seeking to identify and eliminate evil, as
seen in the war on terror, and by
reasserting secular liberalism. Both
strategies, he said, had failed.
“If the secular world continues to
ignore Christian scholarship then
Western democratic institutions will be
further denied access to the resources
necessary for renewal,” Dr Sampson cautioned.
“We will be left merely with modernist materialism, what Europe’s most
distinguished living philosopher calls

| australian presbyterian September 2009 27

n e w s
‘postmodern chatter’, or moralistic fundamentalism (whether Liberal, Christian
or Islamic).”
The report is available at http://
www.jubilee- centre.org/uploaded/
files/resource_324.pdf

Hollywood turns to Bible
By Dan Wooding

A

cademy Awards winners Jon
Voight, Richard Dreyfuss, Marcia
Gay Harden, Lou Gossett Jr., and
hundreds of other actors have joined
together to create The Word of
Promise Audio Bible, a dramatic audio
theatre production.
After three years of production, the
90-hour project will be released through
Thomas Nelson, Inc. in a special 79CD box set collection or 11 MP3 CD
offering with a bonus features DVD. The
product will hit bookstores next month.
“This Bible project, I think, is going
to be the most important thing that I
have ever done, or have ever been associated with,” says John Rhys-Davies
(The Lord of the Rings trilogy), who portrays King Saul. “As a piece of theater, it
just completely swept me away. I found
myself more excited by stories that I
knew before, than I had ever been.”
Producer Carl Amari approached
Cannes Award-winning JoBe Cerny to
join him in 2006 as the director of the
project. “It feels like my entire career has
been preparation for this one project.

When Carl called me to do it, it felt like
the kind of call you wait your whole life
to get,” says Cerny.
After 6000 hours each of studio time,
eight recording studios, and over
175,000 takes, Cerny and Amari have
completed what is arguably the most
ambitious dramatisation of the Bible
ever undertaken.
“We wanted every single moment to
be exciting for the listener, like they
were really there experiencing the parting of the Red Sea, Jonah and the whale,
and Jesus’ teachings,” says Amari.
For The Word of Promise, Cerny
directed Hollywood heavyweights
including Gary Sinise as David, Jesse
McCartney as young David and
Daniel, Stacy Keach as Paul and Job,
Malcolm McDowell as Solomon, Joan
Allen as Deborah, Lou Diamond
Phillips as Mark, Luke Perry as
Judas, Ernie Hudson as Peter, Sean
Astin as Elihu, Harry Hamlin as
Nehemiah, Jim Caviezel as Jesus,
Martin Jarvis as the voice of God, and
many more.
Assist

Indian Christians protest
By Dibin Samuel

L

ending voices of support for their
brethren in Pakistan, Christians in India
last month held a protest rally before
the Pakistan High Commission in
Delhi, calling for “strong action” against

the perpetrators of anti-Christian violence in a memorandum addressed to
Pakistan’s President Asif Ali Zardari.
Following the violence against a
Christian neighbourhood in Pakistan’s
Gojra city, the protesters expressed
“anguish at the brutal burning alive of
nine Christians and destruction of 200
houses in arson”. The Christians were
reportedly attacked by a mob after a
Christian family in the neighbourhood
was accused of desecrating the Koran.
The protesters also pressed for the
repeal of the blasphemy laws.
The protest was organised by the
National United Christian Forum,
alongside the All India Christian
Council, Global Council of Indian
Christians and other groups.
“The Christian community in India
joins with the peace-loving people
across the world and supports the
demand by Pakistan Civil Society and
the Minority communities, especially
the Christians, for strong action to
bring the guilty to book and to create an
environment of peace,” said the memorandum, signed by NUCF president
Archbishop Vincent Concessao.
A Bangalore-based Christian advocacy group said it was shocked at the
violence on the small Christian community in Pakistan and expressed anguish
over the “systematic oppression against
non-Muslims”.
Christians, who make up less than
five per cent of Pakistan’s 175 million
people, have come under frequent
attack in recent months.
A month before the Gojra incident, a
Christian
colony
in
Kasur,
Bahmniwala, was attacked by a mob,
prompting 700 Christians to flee. Their
houses were reportedly petrol bombed
in the sight of police who failed to act.
Christian Today

Visiting
Ballarat?
Worship with us at Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909

28

australian presbyterian September 2009

n e w s
Needed: good preachers

T

he church needs to invest more in
training preachers, according to the
head of Clarion Trust International.
Speaking at the Keswick Convention,
the Rev. Stephen Gaukroger said that
preachers needed to be “thoroughly biblical” but also bear in mind that “they
are not giving an Old Testament lecture
in a theological college”.
“People’s souls have to be fed – it has
to be applied,” he said. “On the other
hand, you don’t want someone to stand
up with a bunch of jokes and a few applications.
“Why should we believe them, unless
it is grounded in Scripture? So we have
to have both attractive skills in communication but deep commitment to rigorous Bible teaching.”
He went on to say that there were
very few people as gifted in preaching as
they believed themselves to be. “‘We
have lots of people in our churches who
desperately need help in their preaching
– help to be attractive, to be biblical and
to be good communicators.”
Mr Gaukroger said he believed there
were fewer good preachers in churches
today than 25 years ago. “Finding someone who can hold the attention of 3000

people over an extended period of time
is very difficult,” he said. “But don’t let
anyone tell you that a speaker can’t hold
someone’s attention for more than 10 or
15 minutes.”
Christian Today

‘Pure rubbish’ church

A
Church of Scotland church is
being built from beer cans, tyres and
shipping containers. Designed by architect Lee Ivett, the proposed new building for Colston Milton Parish Church,
in the north of Glasgow, is part of a
larger community campus to be owned
and built by the people of Milton.
The sanctuary will be constructed in
large part from old car tyres, while other
parts of the building will be made from
straw bales and old shipping containers.
Last year the congregation decided
their future lay in a more environmentally-friendly building, as their current
place of worship has a massive carbon
footprint and an astronomical heating
bill of $15,000 a year.
Members wanted an ecologically
sound new-built church, but were told
this would cost millions of pounds. So
they now hope to make it themselves
with the help of their local community.

Already members of the community
have collected almost half a tonne of
beer and soft drinks cans. With the high
volume of cans being brought to the
manse, the Rev. Christopher Rowe
has had to create a collection point next
to the church.
Mr Rowe said: “The response from
the people of Milton has been fantastic.
People of all ages have been helping collect old cans from the woods and bringing them in from home. These cans
alone have cut nearly 10 tonnes of CO2
from Milton’s carbon footprint.
“This time last year we were just
dreaming and people thought our ideas
were a bit mad but we have now shown
that it can be done.
“Our new building may be ‘pure rubbish’ but it is also beautiful, we will be
taking unwanted things and using them
to create something new and exciting.
The church will be part of a purpose-built centre for the whole of the
local community, and other resources
include a childcare facility, an internet
café, a large theatre, office space and a
games hall. It will be owned by community group LoveMilton, a new
development trust set up as part of the
project.
Christian Today
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m i s s i o n

Atoning power
An African visit shows the transcending power of the gospel.

John P. Wilson

I

n 1 John 2:2 the Apostle says
regarding Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One, that “he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not only for ours but also for the sins of
the whole world”. It is something I’ve
always believed because it is Scriptural,
it’s now something I believe because I’ve
witnessed it firsthand. The gospel of
atonement in Christ is universal in the
sense of being the sole world-wide
gospel that saves … anyone … from any
culture, country or language.
Maureen is an abused girl in rural
Zambia, a victim of rape approved by
village-lore as post-circumcision boys
are encouraged to “come to manhood”
by sleeping with as many girls as they
can in a ritual “to prevent them
becoming mad”. As a result Justin is
now an appendage on her back, and this
17-year-old nurses her 10-month-old
son everywhere, including year 11 at
school. For Maureen this Saturday
started out no differently from all the
others. Household chores, water the
vegie plot, meet friends, ending at the
market place to sell a few tomatoes at
her stall in order to buy some maize and
cooking oil for dinner. Same old story.
Or was it?
My Zambian pastors took me from
Lusaka to western province Kaoma (a
five-hour drive). Nothing much seems
to happen in the western province,
though it’s sufficiently populated with
voters to ensure politicians take the trip
west while electioneering. Not many of
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Our noisy interruption
in the market place is
welcomed rather than
resented as it would be
back home.
Kaoma and district have the chance to
drive east. My friends explain that 80%
of these people have never left town, do
not know what Lusaka looks like, let
alone the rest of the world. It’s a poor
town, where the unemployment rate for
adults who ordinarily would be available
to work is about 80%. Literacy skills are
“poor to mediocre”, English is weak,
Lozi is their language. Whites are
seldom seen.
It was late Thursday afternoon when
we arrived in town, and without pausing
to catch our breath or even wash and
refresh it was straight to the market
place where the advance team had
already set up and started singing. This
became the regular pattern: two by two
street-witnessing each afternoon –
talking and distributing tracts; setting
up a very fragile light pole (complete
with dangling light bulbs) and droning
power generator; the singing group goes
to work; back up the ute and give the
microphone to the preacher.
Life in Kaoma is fairly much “same
old, same old” – and not very
entertaining or memorable. So our noisy
interruption in the market place is
welcomed rather than resented as it
would be back home. Market stall
holders appeared very interested in us
(there was nothing else to do), those on
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their way home paused to find out more,
kids were amused.
Thursday night’s mission bore no
visible fruit. I preached ‘til I could not
bring any more words to mind, but it
didn’t seem to flow and the interpreter
and I weren’t very good together. Too
often he asked me to repeat. We talked
with people on the street, made friends,
laughed with the kids, but there was no
sense of anyone turning to Christ.
Packing up from the market place we
reassembled at Kaoma CCAP church
site. On the outskirts of town, in a
farmer’s paddock, the church owns land
on which it has built a rudimentary
shelter. Thatch walls mark the space
called church. We balance on “sofas”:
rough and twisted tree poles supported
either end on a pile of bricks. There is no
roof, and the church is completely open
to the elements.
Into the still of the night, and across
the darkness, they called people via a
megaphone to come to the rally. People
walked from their village huts to hear.
Singing, dancing, preaching followed.
Friday night was much the same.
Except that we changed interpreter and
the preaching seemed to be more fluent.
Two hours in the market square, two
hours in the bush, home exhausted for
dinner at 9 pm.

S

aturday was to be the same … or was
it?
They left me alone from morning
devotions to preaching time, from 10
am to 4 pm. Plenty of time to think … to
prepare. …. but what should I prepare? I
eagerly picked up a book I’d been saving
by Mark Dever and J. I. Packer on the
atonement (In My Place Condemned He
Stood, 2007), and read right through it –
just soaking my mind with the theology
of the atonement. I had decided not to
prepare words or text for this night’s
preaching – but to prepare myself
(rather than my words) by engaging
with the theology of the cross. What a

m i s s i o n
treat! Is it overuse of superlative to say
that this book is the best I’ve ever read
on the atonement? At least the best
since studying Leon Morris’s book
(Apostolic Preaching on the Cross, 1965)
while a theological student 28 years
ago?
I made a mental plan for preaching –
deliberately not writing anything down.
Starting with God, I would describe His
attributes using the description “good”
in the John 11:25 title “Good
Shepherd”. I would speak of a great God,
the best we could imagine, a good God,
compassionate, wise and just. Then I
would move to us, as sheep … silly
sheep, sinful sheep, rebellious sheep. I
hoped I could recall as many African
examples of sin, rebellion, and village
lore as appropriate. I prayed: “May the
Lord give my hearers brokenness at this
stage”. Then it was my plan to speak of
the Shepherd “laying down His life for
the sheep”, and explain what atonement
is and why it is necessary. I would
explain the blood of Jesus, and then call
people to faith. I loved Dever’s essay on
the atonement and read it a second
time. But would I be able to recall any of
this?

I

didn’t see it coming. It caught me
unawares. I thought that no one was
listening. I couldn’t see what the Lord
saw. I sensed that I had clarity of
thought, but that was all. I knew I could
preach that night. Words were flowing
(no notes, just the text). I knew time
was getting on but I had no idea when
someone told me afterwards that I was
preaching for 45 minutes. Strangely
time stood still, it was as though no one
else was on the planet, I was aware only
of God. I knew that God was my
audience and I was trying to please him
with a faithful representation of the
gospel of redemption through the blood
of Jesus. It was a theological
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presentation of the gospel from John
11:25. I thought no one was listening.
Isaac (an elder) went for a walk away
from the market square and down the
hill to stand outside people’s homes. He
said he could clearly hear the words of
the gospel through the night air 100
metres away.
I finished with “the call” – that which
we are not all that comfortable with
back home – and invited people to step
forward to the bakkie (ute) for prayer
and for counsel, and to follow Jesus, the
Good Shepherd. As I called … and
invited … out of the shadows people
came, tears in eyes, earnestly searching
for help in Jesus. First three women

The interpreter took
over just at the end to
invite people fluently in
their own tongue...
dozens surged forward!
I never saw it coming.
I was blown away.
stood in front of me … the interpreter
took over just at the end to invite people
fluently in their own tongue … dozens
surged forward! I never saw it coming. I
was blown away. John 3:8 records Jesus
saying to Nicodemus, “The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound,
but you cannot tell where it comes from
or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the Spirit.”
There at the back was Maureen,
tomato stall holder – tears of joy. She
had enough English for me to converse
with. Her heart was wide open to God. I
prayed with her and invited her to
attend this church’s fellowship the next
morning.
We invited all the respondees to
attend our church service in the
morning, we even promised to send the
“All For Jesus” bus by 8am to pick them
up. Maureen and 25 others came. Praise
God that his arm is not so short that it
cannot save.
Late that Sunday afternoon I

“returned with joy” to Lusaka.
Remember Jesus who sent out the 72
others (Luke 10) two by two to towns
and places he had appointed. Among
other things he told them not to worry
about the reception they would find, but
to be satisfied that “he who listens to
you listens to me; he who rejects you
rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects
the one who sent me.” After their
ministry the 72 returned with joy to
report to the Master all that had
happened.
I wasn’t smart or clever about it. My
words were not particularly persuasive,
nor my voice powerful. It was simply a
presentation of the biblical message of
blood atonement for sins based on John
11:25 by a 58-year-old pastor who had
never done open-air preaching before
coming to Zambia.
The Lord’s ways are surprising ways
and beyond our expectations. Isaiah
reminds us, “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts neither are your ways my
ways” and “my word that goes out from
my mouth: It will not return to me
empty, but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent
it” (Isaiah 55:8, 11).
Expect to be surprised in the matter
of conversion. Jonathan Edwards
(1700s) once wrote about the surprising
work of God in the conversion of many
souls. He was right. And it is the same
the world over. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole
ap
world.
John P. Wilson, lecturer at
the Presbyterian Theological
College, Melbourne, serves as
a partner with CCAP Zambia
for a month each year.
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s u f f e r i n g

Gifts for hard times
God doesn’t remove suffering. But He redeems it.

William J. Stuntz

S

urvivors of some horrible
plague or battle often find
themselves wracked with guilt:
Why did I live while so many
died? Though I had no battle scars, I
used to feel a similar sense of guilt. I
married the only woman I’ve ever loved.
We have three terrific children. I have a
secure job that I love and that pays well.
Sometimes I would ask God: Why have
you been so kind to me? Why have I gotten such an easy life?
I don’t ask those questions any more.
A little over nine years ago, while driving home from a family vacation, my
car got a flat tire. When I started to
change it, something nasty happened at
the base of my back. Ever since, my
lower back and the top half of my right
leg have hurt. After two operations,
dozens of injections, physical therapy,
psychotherapy, and thousands of pills,
my back and right leg hurt every waking
moment, and most of those moments,
they hurt a lot. Living with chronic pain
is like having an alarm clock taped to
your ear with the volume turned up —
and you can’t turn it down. You can’t
run from it; the pain goes where you go
and stays where you stay. Chronic pain
is the unwelcome guest who will not
leave when the party is over.
A few months after my back turned
south, my family and I moved when I
accepted a job at Harvard Law School.
Our family began to unravel. One of our
children suffered a life-threatening disease, and my marriage fell apart.
Those crises faded with time but left
deep scars. Early last year, in February
2008, another piece of bad news struck
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Living with chronic pain
is like having an alarm
clock taped to your ear
with the volume turned
up – and you can’t
turn it down.
me: Doctors found a large tumor in my
colon; a month later, films turned up
tumors in both of my lungs. In the past
year, I’ve had two cancer surgeries and
six months of intensive chemotherapy.
I’ve been off chemo for a few months,
but I’m still nauseous much of the time
and exhausted most of the time. Cancer
kills, but cancer treatment takes a large
bite out of one’s pre-diseased life, as
though one were dying in stages. Some
of that stolen life returns when the
treatment stops. But only some.
Today, my back and especially my
right leg hurt as much as they ever have,
and the odds are overwhelming that
they will hurt for as long as this life
lasts. Cancer will very probably kill me
within the next two years. I’m 50 years
old.
Such stories are common, yet widely
misunderstood. Two misunderstandings are worth noting here. First, illness
does not beget virtue. Cancer and
chronic pain make me sick; they don’t
make me good. I am who I was, only
more diseased. Second, though I deserve
every bad thing that has ever happened
to me, those things didn’t happen
because I deserve them. Life in a fallen
world is more arbitrary than that.
Plenty of people deserve better from life
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than I do, but get much worse. Some
deserve worse and get much better.
Something important follows: The question we are most prone to ask when
hardship strikes — why me? — makes
no sense. That question presupposes
that pain, disease, and death are distributed according to moral merit. They
aren’t. We live in a world in which innocent children starve while moral monsters prosper. We may see justice in the
next life, but we see little of it in this
one.
Thankfully, God gives better and
more surprising gifts to those living in
hard times. Three gifts are especially
sweet.

F

irst, God usually doesn’t remove
life’s curses. Instead, he redeems
them.
Joseph’s story makes this point.
Joseph was victimised by two horrible
injustices: one at the hands of his brothers who sold him into slavery, the other
thanks to Potiphar’s wife, who falsely
accused him of attempted rape. God did
not undo these injustices; they
remained real and awful. Instead, God
used those wrongs to prevent a much
worse one: mass starvation.
When Joseph later met with his
brothers, he said this about the transaction that started the train rolling: “You
meant it for evil, but God meant it for
good.” That doesn’t mean that slavery
and unjust imprisonment are good;
rather, the point is that they produced
good, and the good they produced was
larger than the wickedness that was visited upon Joseph. Evil was twisted back
on itself, like a gun barrel turned so that
it aims at the would-be murderer firing
the weapon.
Joseph’s story foreshadows the central story of the Gospels. The worst day
in human history was the day of Christ’s
crucifixion, which saw the worst possible punishment inflicted on the One
who, in all history, least deserved it.

s u f f e r i n g
Two more sunrises and the Son rose: the
best day in human history, the day God
turned death itself against itself — and
because He did so, each one of us has the
opportunity to share in death’s defeat.
That is our God’s trademark. Down to
go up, life from death, beauty from ugliness: the pattern is everywhere.
That familiar pattern is also a great
gift to those who suffer disease and loss
— the loss may remain, but good will
come from it, and the good will be larger
than the suffering it redeems. Our pain
is not empty; we do not suffer in vain.
When life strikes hard blows, what we
do has value. Our God sees it.

T

he second gift is often missed,
because it lives in salvation’s
shadow. Amazing as the greatest of all
gifts is, God the Son does more than
save sinners. Jesus’ life and death also
change the character of suffering, give it
dignity and weight and even, sometimes, a measure of beauty. Cancer and
chronic pain remain ugly things, but the
enterprise of living with them is not an
ugly thing. God’s Son so decreed it when
He gave himself up to torture and death.
Two facts give rise to that conclusion.
First, Jesus is beautiful as well as good.
Second, suffering is ugly as well as
painful. Talk to those who suffer medical conditions like mine and you’ll hear
this refrain: Even the best-hidden forms
of pain and disease have a reality that is
almost tactile, as though one could
touch or taste them. And those conditions are foul, like the sound of fingernails on a blackboard or the smell of a
cornered skunk. Some days, I feel as if I
were wearing clothes soaked in sewage.
Some days — but not most days,
thanks to the manner of Jesus’ life and
death. Imagine Barack Obama putting
on a bad suit or Angelina Jolie wearing
an ugly dress. The suit wouldn’t look
bad, and that dress wouldn’t be ugly.
These are incredibly attractive people
whose attractiveness spills over on to
their clothing, changing its meaning
and the way other people respond to it.
If Obama or Jolie wear it, it’s a goodlooking outfit. If they wear it often
enough, it becomes a good-looking outfit even when you or I wear it.
God’s Son did something similar by
taking physical pain on His divine yet
still-human person. He did not render
pain itself beautiful. But His suffering
made the enterprise of living with pain
and illness larger and better than it had
been before. He elevates all He touches.

Just as His years of carpentry in
Joseph’s shop lend dignity and value to
all honest work, so too the pain He bore
lends dignity and value to every painfilled day human beings live.
The Shawshank Redemption is about a
prisoner convicted of a murder he didn’t
commit. That prisoner escapes by crawling through a sewer line until he’s outside the prison’s walls. The narrator
describes the transaction this way: “He
crawled through a river of [dung] and
came out clean on the other side.” God
the Son did that, and He did it for the
likes of me — so that I, too, and many
more like me, might come out clean on
the other side. That truth doesn’t just
change my life after I die. It changes my
life here, now.

Illness does not beget
virtue. Cancer and
chronic pain make me
sick; they don’t make me
good. I am who I was,
only more diseased.
The third gift is the most remarkable.
Our God remembers even His most forgettable children. But that memory is
not the dry, lifeless thing we feel when
one or another old friend comes to
mind. More like the passion one feels at
the sight of a lover. When Jesus was
dying, one of the two convicts crucified
with him said this: “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom”
(Luke 23:42). Jesus responded by telling
him that he would be in paradise that
very day. As we use the word remember,
that story sounds off, as though the
thief on the cross and the Son of God
were talking past each other.
The story sounds off because to us,
remembrance merely means “recall” — I
remember when I connect a student’s
name to her face, or when I can summon
up some fact or the image of some past
event. That kind of remembrance is a
sterile enterprise, lacking both action
and commitment.
In the Bible, remembrance usually

combines two meanings: first, holding
the one who is remembered close in the
heart, and second, acting on the memory. When God repeatedly tells the people of Israel to remember that He
brought them out of Egypt, He is saying
much more than “get your history
right”. A better paraphrase would go like
this: “Remember that I have loved you
passionately. Remember that I have
acted on that love. Hold tight to that
memory, and act on it too.”
Job understood the concept.
Speaking with God about what would
follow his own death, Job utters these
words: “You will call and I will answer
you; you will long for the creature your
hands have made. Surely then you will
count my steps but not keep track of my
sin” (14:15-16). Notice how memory
and longing are fused. Job longs to be
free of his many pains, which occupy his
mind like a sea of unwanted memories.
God longs for relationship with Job, and
Job knows it: hence, his belief that the
Lord of the universe remembers each of
his steps. He is the Lover who will not
rest until His arms enfold the beloved.
To Job, the curses Satan has sent his
way are a mighty mountain that cannot
be climbed, an enemy army that cannot
be beaten. In the shadow of God’s love,
those curses are at once puny and powerless.
Philosophers and scientists and law
professors (my line of work) are not in
the best position to understand the
Christian story. Musicians and painters
and writers of fiction are much better
situated — because the Christian story
is a story, not a theory or an argument,
and definitely not a moral or legal code.
Our faith is, to use C. S. Lewis’s apt
words, the myth that became fact. Our
faith is a painting so captivating that
you cannot take your eyes off it. Our
faith is a love song so achingly beautiful
that you weep each time you hear it. At
the centre of that true myth, that painting, that song stands a God who does
vastly more than remember His image
in us. He pursues us as lovers pursue
one another. It sounds too good to be
true, and yet it is true. So I have found,
in the midst of pain and heartache and
ap
cancer.

William J. Stuntz is the Henry J.
Friendly Professor at Harvard Law
School. This article is reprinted from
Christianity Today, August 2009.
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p r ay e r

prayer
September 2009
21 As the world’s 1.3 billion Muslims
mark the end of the fasting month,
Ramadan, pray that the Holy Spirit
may lead many to see Jesus (Isa) as
far more than a Prophet.
22 Victorian Ministers‚ Family Camp,
Philip Island until Thursday –
Moderator General Robert Benn giving 5 talks.
23 Presbytery of Sydney South with 15
charges and 3 home mission stations
totaling 22 congregations with about
1360 c&a (communicants and adherents), and 470 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth), 1 deaconess, 2 mission workers, 2
Ministry and Mission workers, 6
retired ministers and 4 under jurisdiction, John Rolland clerk.
24 St Andrews charge Launceston Tas.
with about 240 c&a, 80 yf and 9
elders; Peter and Maureen
Thorneycroft, Ian and Karen
Partridge.
25 Alex and Tracey Banks mission partners (APWM) workers from
Stanthorpe Qld in Pusan, Korea with
Overseas Missionary Fellowship
involved in teaching English at Kosin
University.
26 Rochester home mission station Vic.
with about 85 c&a, 20 yf and 3 e;
Steven and Noelene Arbuckle.
27 Paul and Janae Denness mission partners (APWM) workers from
Bundoora, Vic. in Cambodia with
Missionary Aviation Fellowship.
28 Willoughby charge northern Sydney
with about 35 c&a, 5 yf and 4 e;
John Penman.
29 Robert Handicott mission partners
(APWM) worker from St Paul’s,
Townsville Qld at Bingham Academy,
Ethiopia with SIM International
involved in teaching English and
Bible.

30 Mitchelton charge NW Brisbane with
about 500 c&a, 100 yf and 12 e; Phil
and Louise Campbell; Garnet and
Kirsty Swann, Derek Hanna, Stuart
Hoadley and Meryl Webber. Pray for
growth of the church plants at
Eaton’s Hill and Kelvin Grove.

11

October 2009
1

Cameron and Carmell Mckenzie, in
the PIM Flynn Patrol – the north of
South Australia.
2 Presbytery of Marooondah, SE
Melbourne with 8 charges charges
totaling 10 congregations with about
770 c&a, 335 yf, 1 theological
teacher, 1 ministry development
director, 1 training officer and 7
retired ministers. Doug Fraser clerk.
3 St Stephen’s Unanderra home mission station near Wollongong with
about 60 c&a, 10 yf and 3 e; Noel
Chreihton, moderator, Laurence
Butler supply pastor.
4 Through this week join with fellow
Presbyterians praying for our denomination – the faithful teaching of
God’s written Word at all levels of
church life, and especially your local
pastor, elders and other leaders.
5 The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria this
week. Andrew Bray moderator. John
Wilson clerk: all office-bearers, teaching, fellowship debates and decisions.
6 Peppermint Grove charge, Perth with
about 80 c&a, 5 yf and 2 e; Keith and
Morris – seeking an associate or
assistant.
7 Pray for the interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy
in Camperdown-Terang charge western Vic., 3 congregations including
also Garvoc with about 60 c&a, 10 yf
and 4 e.
8 Andrew & Fleur Letcher mission partners (APWM) workers from Eltham,
Vic. at Wycliffe Bible Translators HQ,
Kangaroo Ground Vic. involved in
management.
9 Brimbank charge, Sydenham Vic.
with about 20 c&a and 2 e; Peter and
Ruth Owen.
10 St Andrew’s Townsville (about 250

12

13

14

15
16

17

18

19

20

c&a, 35 yf and 16 e; Peter and Diane
Barber, Kwang-Ho and Miyun Song)
celebrating its 125th Anniversary
with the theme “God, Our Help...
Our Hope...” Moderator General
Robert Benn ministering.
Through this week be praying for the
church in an ungodly and suffering
world – for faithfulness to God’s
moral standards, missionaries and
aid workers, and the persecuted
church.
Presbytery of Canberra ACT and
NSW with 6 and 4 home mission stations totaling 16 congregations with
about 1395 c&a, 175 yf, 1 deaconess,
1 defense chaplain, and 5 retired
ministers. Peter Davidson clerk.
NSW Ministers’ Family Camp at
Meroo, Kurrajong NW of Sydney
until Friday – Cas and Peter
Morphew speaking.
Charlestown-Eastlakes charge including Swansea – south of Newcastle –
with about 185 c&a, 40 yf and 12 e;
John and Joy Seaton.
St Columba’s church Castle Hill NW
Sydney with about 130 c&a, 12 yf
and 9 e; Moses and Hannah Hahn.
Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy
in Moorabool charge Vic. comprising
Batesford, Bannockburn, and Anakie
with about 90 c&a, 15 yf and 7 e.
Maitland (Scots Church) charge NSW
Hunter Valley including Largs with
about 110 c&a, 20 yf and 8 e; Russell
and Liana Vandervelden.
Through this week be praying for
ministers, elders, fathers and all
Christians in positions of leadership
to follow after holiness – and that
Christians may continue to have
access to schools, hospitals and prisons to share the knowledge of Christ
Rowan mission partners (APWM)
worker from Parramatta City Church,
Sydney in South Asia with Interserve
involved in electrical engineering.
Christian witness in primary and secondary schools (especially your local
ones) through believing pupils, parents, staff and visiting teachers.
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books
Defending the Faith
D.G. Hart
Michigan: Baker, 1995.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

C

onservative and Reformed Evangelicalism lost its obvious standing in
the USA in the 1920s, although the
underlying shift occurred decades earlier. One man who stood against the
times – sometimes in a rather quirky way
– was the Presbyterian scholar, J.
Gresham Machen. Machen struggled
with the notion of being ordained, and
only accepted it in 1914, when he was a
month off being 33.
In his social views, he was somewhat
libertine for his times, believing that the
less government was involved in, the
better it was for society. He was one of
the few clergymen of his day to oppose
Prohibition, as well as conscription and
character education in public schools.
Towards the end of his life, he was even
involved in the defence of jay-walking! A
lifelong bachelor, he was good friends
with Mildred Stearns, but could never
marry her as she was a Unitarian.
Machen remained utterly opposed to
any attempt to portray the Christian
faith in terms of idealism. The gospel, in
Machen’s view, was about hard history,
not high-sounding moralism or practical
advice. Accordingly, his trenchant
Christianity and Liberalism – published in
1923 with sales of only 1000 in its first
year – is a declaration of war on the
belief that liberal Christians are in fact
Christians.
D. G. Hart has given us a clear and satisfying picture of a man who was an implacable opponent of liberal Protestantism.
Issues are raised which are important for
us to think through and to learn from. This
is a subject worth knowing about, and
Professor Hart is a sure guide.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.
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Binge Drinking
John Flavel,
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2008.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his vigorous little booklet is taken
from volume five of the works of the
Puritan John Flavel (1628-1691), and, as
a bonus, there is an extract on the same
subject from C. H. Spurgeon’s John
Ploughman’s Pictures.
Flavel mounts 10 arguments against
one of the many blots on modern society, one clearly not unknown four centuries ago. Flavel and Spurgeon constitute a formidable double-barrelled
approach to the subject, and together
they make sobering reading – if one can
put it like that.
It is not obvious whether the target
audience is the drunkard or the preacher
– assuming they are two separate categories – but it is simple enough and
punchy enough to fulfil both functions.
One can only trust and pray that it will
be used to achieve much good.
Peoples of the Buddhist World:
A Christian Prayer Guide
Paul Hattaway
Piquant Editions, 2004
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

I

n this book, Paul Hattaway, the international director of Asia Harvest, has
under God and in conjunction with a
team of believers placed before the
believing Christian Church in a very
challenging way the great spiritual needs
of the 700 million people who live in the
Buddhist world.
This book is a modern missionary
masterpiece in many ways – it is attractive, easy to read, interesting and very,
very spiritually challenging. In addition
to these attributes, it is very affordable.
All the 238 Buddhist people groups in
the world are covered, one people
group to each very attractive page, each
with a separate colour photograph of a
person from the particular group underscoring the fact that behind fantastic
statistical anaylsis/information, are people made in the image of God who are
perishing without hope because multitudes are as of yet without Christ.
Mr Hattaway has arranged an alphabetical list of people groups so that the book
can be used for daily prayer. Woven into

the main text are 13 articles which cover a
range of subjects on Buddhist life and practice, giving thereby a very comprehensive
introduction to the religion for the person
who knows little about Buddhism.
While for a variety of reasons the
Christian world seems closely focused on
the rising challenge of Islam, we should
not forget the great needs of Buddhist
people, indeed this book will not let us
do so.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.

Faithful Women and Their
Extraordinary God
Noël Piper
Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2005.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

M

any of us who have, we trust, benefited from the ministry of John
Piper would do well to look at this work
by John’s wife, Noël. She has given us
five short biographies of Christian
women – Sarah Edwards, Lilias Trotter,
Gladys Aylward, Esther Ahn Kim, and
Helen Roseveare. In each biography,
Noël exhibits something of the same
strengths that are found in her husband
– she anchors everything in Scripture,
and she is keen to make appropriate present-day applications.
This would be most suitable for a
ladies’ Christian book club. I can imagine
that the most benefit and pleasure
would be derived from interaction with
others in working through it.
But however you use this work, we
can be grateful that it was written, for it
breathes the gracious spirit of Christ on
ap
every page.

All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au
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Promise of perfection
Heaven will not be totally disconnected from life now. It will be perfect.

Jeremy Smith

T

he thought of heaven and
especially the second coming
used to unsettle me. I can
remember growing up with a
certain measure of fear associated with
the end of this life (whether occasioned
by the conclusion of this age with the
coming of Christ or the conclusion of
my physical life and entrance into
heaven). Part of this unsettling was in
response to the unknown, and surely
part had to do with the unpleasantness
associated with “passing through the
stormy river”, an oft-used metaphor for
death.
Further still, I think my apprehension
could be traced to some rather immature
thoughts about this life. I can vividly
recall having some paranoid thought
that Christ would return just as I reached
the age where certain privileges were
afforded, thus depriving me of their joy
(I worried that Jesus would come back
just as I passed my driver’s license
exam). Such apprehension stemmed
from an unhealthy (and unholy) attitude
towards this present life. I valued the
pleasures of this life more than those of
the life to come.
But perhaps the greatest source of my
unsettled feelings could be traced
directly to a lack of consideration about
heaven itself. I did not think about
heaven enough, or when I did, those
thoughts were vague and general. While
I certainly have not attained the
admirable goal of daily consideration of
the bliss of heaven (one of Jonathan
Edwards’ famous resolutions), I do
think that intentional reflection can
serve to alleviate some apprehension
about the hereafter.
But what to think of heaven? Take a
moment to consider that question.
When you think about heaven, what
comes to mind – clouds and harps, some
vague notion of bliss, or complimentary
Starbucks on every street corner? Let
me suggest a few “heavenly thoughts” to
get us started.
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Heaven is not a “do
over” of the life we experience now. Things that
we know in this life do
not cease at our death.

H

eaven will be a place where we
work and rest. Dressed in robes
and floating on clouds, entertained by
the soothing melodies of a harp is
hardly the Bible’s idea. Work became a
curse only with the advent of sin, and in
eternity, work returns to its pre-fall
status as a good thing. But heaven will
also be rest – rest from the weariness of
this life, rest from pain and sorrow, rest
from the trouble which is common to
this life, rest which we get a taste of each
Lord’s Day. When you think about
heaven, think about work and rest.
While there are obvious (and
glorious) differences between this life
and the next, the two are not unrelated.
Heaven is not a “do over” of the life we
experience now. Things that we know in
this life do not cease at our death (or at
Christ’s return).

There is a lot of physicality to heaven.
Eternity is described as the “new
heavens and new earth”. To be human is
to be both body and soul, and though
the immediate destiny of our souls at
death may be separation from our
bodies, that is an unnatural condition
for human existence and is only
temporary. Our perfected bodies have a
relationship to the bodies we know in
this life, and in eternity we will once
again be body and soul.
The experience of eternity will not be
uniform. Equality is not a divine
mandate in the next life any more than
it is in this one. God gives talents and
resources and opportunities in varying
amounts in this life, and there are
rewards in the next which are not all
alike (the Bible uses this teaching as one
motivation for living godly lives).
When Jesus comes again, eternity
“begins”.
Whatever
the
exact
experiences are of believers who die
before the coming of the Lord (those
who are “in heaven”), it is not until Jesus
returns that the dead are raised, the final
judgment occurs with the ensuing new
heavens and new earth. Even the saints
in glory now join us in saying, “Even so,
ap
Lord, quickly come!”

Jeremy Smith is minister of First
Presbyterian Church, Jackson,
Mississippi. This article is reprinted from
Banner of Truth.
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