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editorial
ne of the most critical questions facing Christians
today is how far we can absorb contemporary
culture. Should Christians adopt some of the values
of the present age, and if so, which ones?
Alternatively, should believers become counter-cultural and
divorce themselves entirely from everything that modern
society approves?
This is a vital question. It is certainly important to God.
The Scriptures tell us that God’s great concern is to call out a
people for Himself from all the nations. Christians, like
believers in the Old Testament, are meant to be holy like
God. We are to be distinct from the world in both our
outlook and behavior. We are to follow God’s
commandments and to renounce conduct which is
inconsistent with them.
The nation of Israel wrestled constantly with how far it
could be like the world. Its tendency was to flirt with it. The
Israelites found aspects of their surrounding culture alluring
and embraced them. One of these related to leadership;
others involved sex. During the days of the prophet Samuel,
the people rejected the form of leadership which God had
given them and turned instead to a model which was followed
by the nations. While they were warned about the danger of
following the world, they demanded “a king to govern them
like the nations”.
The church is facing a similar challenge today. We are living
in a period like the Judges, when “everyone does what is right
in his own eyes”. The world has invaded the church to an
alarming degree. Indeed, the world’s values have become so
commonplace among believers that we are in danger of losing
our identity as a “holy people”. We have capitulated to the
world in what we think about worship, leadership, life-style
and sexuality, to mention just a few areas.
A.W. Tozer could see these trends unfolding many years
ago. He said, “We have actually seen a major shift in the beliefs
and practices of the evangelical wing of the church so radical
as to amount to a complete sell-out; and all this behind the
cloak of fervent orthodoxy… and for a preacher to challenge
this is to invite ridicule and abuse from every quarter.” In this
issue of AP we intend to repeat Tozer’s challenge.
Peter Hastie ap
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Culture’s challenge
Unless Christians are vigilant, the world conquers the church by stealth.

r Bruce Winter has been principal
of Queensland Theological
College at the University of
Queensland in St Lucia,
Brisbane, since 2006. Before this he was
warden of Tyndale House, Cambridge
(since 1987), and director of the Institute
for Early Christianity in the GraecoRoman World.
Dr Winter is a Fellow of St Edmund’s
College, Cambridge, and a Visiting
Research Fellow (2006-2011). He has also
served as a member of the university’s
Faculty of Divinity, lecturing on Thomas
Cranmer, archaeology and the New
Testament, as well as supervising PhD
candidates. He has also been a lecturer at
Moore Theological College, Sydney, and
Trinity Theological College, Singapore.
Dr Winter’s main areas of interest are
in New Testament studies, theology,
apologetics and ethics. To this end he has
undertaken research which is designed to
benefit the academy and the church. His
special interest is in the intersection of the
Word of God with its ancient setting and
its significance for contemporary thinking
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Bruce Winter
talks to

Peter Hastie
about the church and its relationship with
modern society.
A prolific author, he has published
numerous journal articles and several
books, such as The Book of Acts in its First
Century Setting (1994), Seek the Welfare of
the City (1994), Roman Wives, Roman
Widows: The Appearance of New Women
in the Pauline Communities (2003), After
Paul Left Corinth: The Influence of Secular
Ethics and Social Change (2000), and
Philo and Paul Among the Sophists:
Alexandrian and Corinthian Responses to a
Julio-Claudian Movement, (2001; all
Eerdmans). He lives with his wife, Lyn,
on Bribie Island north of Brisbane.

Tertullian once asked, “What does
Jerusalem have to do with Athens?”
implying that there is a deep divide
between biblical and non-Christian
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worldviews. Do you agree?
Yes, I do. Tertullian was a brilliant apologist who lived at the end of the second
century. He believed that there was a great
ideological divide that separated Christian
and non-Christian culture in the Roman
Empire. At its very root was the clash
between the imperial view that a man
becomes a god when he becomes the
emperor, and the Christian view that God
became man in the person of Jesus Christ.
Tertullian’s statement reflects the distinction that he saw between the nonChristian academy, symbolised by
Athens, and the Christian worldview as
represented by Jerusalem. More than any
of the other great apologists of the early
church he saw the true nature of this conflict. He saw that there was a great divide
between the two views, particularly in the
area of anthropology, because the Romans
had no place for sin. The Christian faith,
on the other hand, saw man as being
afflicted with sin, a spiritual condition that
only God can cure. Tertullian believed
that it was impossible for Christians to
identify with Roman culture if they had to

deny the reality of sin. I believe that’s
what lay behind his thinking.

What are the main ideas within
Australia at present which have the
greatest influence on our values and
behaviour?
First, I think Australians are being
strongly influenced at the moment by
religious pluralism. This is the idea that all
religions are essentially the same and that
they are all leading us in the same direction. As a result of our immigration policies, we now have a lot of religious diversity. We meet many fine Buddhists,
Hindus and Muslims and we find it easy
to assume that no one religion is privileged against the rest. I think one of the
most common ideas in Australia today is
the belief that all religions are the same.
The other main idea that seems to
command some allegiance is that of hedonism, or what Walter Lippman once
referred to as “the unhappy pursuit of
happiness”. The Women’s Weekly is a
glossy presentation of this point of view:
“I want happiness. I want comfort. I want
security. I want whatever I desire.” And so
the pursuit of happiness is a very strong
undercurrent in our culture. I think this
helps to explain the popularity of the
Dalai Lama. He was recently in Australia
and he tapped into this vein of longing by
running a series of seminars on the question of happiness. They were hugely popular.

What role do the media have in disseminating worldviews?
The media is enormously influential in
spreading ideas and stimulating people’s
desires. It is the vehicle for picking up the
underlying views in the community and
then reinforcing them in a mass market.
In many cases it actually progresses those
views. For instance, in the 1920s those
involved in motivational research discovered that two of the strongest motivations
for people are need and greed. The advertising industry was able to exploit this
research which has had a powerful effect
on the media. From then on, advertisers
have played upon these basic motivations.
The thrust of advertising is now, “This will
meet your needs; this will satisfy your
desires.” It is a very powerful, impressionistic view.
You can see how influential this advertising is by the way that it helps to form
ideas of body image, especially among
young men. Don’t you find it interesting
that David Beckham and the Gucci guy
can pose in their underwear with no hair

on their chest? I suppose you realise that
they shave it off? They want to have the
“Greek god” look. The surprising thing is
that when I go to the beach these days I
have discovered that lots of young men
seem to have gone through the same evolutionary state. Their hair seems to have
disappeared as well.

It’s happening with legs too, isn’t it?
Yes, that’s right. It’s amazing that this
fad has caught on throughout the world.
It’s just another example of the media’s
power to communicate and reinforce
popular worldviews. The media is not
simply selling a product; it’s selling a way
of life. You can see this quite clearly in the
way that advertisers try to persuade us
today. Whereas once they tried to convince us to buy
products
on
their
merits,
Often
nowadays they
Christians
use
sex
or
absorb
images of wealth
these values
and success to
unthinkingly
sell their goods.
and begin to
Advertising for
regress
cars
always
seems to have a
spiritually.
pretty girl alongIt’s all a lie.
side the vehicle.
It’s all about
lifestyle; media is the instrument that promotes these images.
One of the dangers of the media is that
so much of its influence takes place at a
subliminal level. Many of its values are
conveyed in images which quietly wash
over people’s minds and convince them
that they are seeing reality. Often
Christians absorb these values unthinkingly and begin to regress spiritually. They
think that they have to have this or that if
they are going to enjoy life. It’s all a lie. I
think Christians have to be far more critical of the subtle attempts by advertisers to
shape their lives and buying habits. I
taught my children to understand what
advertisers are trying to do and to poke
fun at their efforts. I also pointed out to
them how advertisers are trying to promote a thoroughly non-Christian worldview. When I am watching TV I often turn
the advertisements off and I am also quite
selective in the programs that I watch.
One of the most insidious dangers
Christians face today is that we spend so
much time exposing ourselves to the
media and so little time reading the Bible.

Do you think the internet is having a
similar effect on Christians?

Yes, I think it’s even worse with the
internet. The internet suggests that everything is within our reach. Its unspoken
message is that you can see or have anything that you want. The problem here is
that the internet can breed an attitude
which is very self-focused and exploitive
of others. People who are hooked on the
internet tend to screen out other people
and their needs.

How are Christians being affected by
contemporary worldviews?
Thirty years ago the favourite text
among Christians was John 3:16.
However, in a recent poll, the most
quoted text was Matthew 7:1, “Judge not
and you will not be judged”. I think that
tells us something. Modern Australian
culture says you mustn’t judge, and now
Christians are following the world by
claiming this text as their basis for remaining dumb about the culture. It seems
astonishing to me because John 3:16 is
about the gospel and its challenge to the
world’s ideas of salvation. The gospel
implies a judgement on all the false ideas
of the age. Yet Christians are following
non-Christian society by refusing to
make these judgements. And, they are
appealing to a biblical text to do it. It’s
quite extraordinary!

Are you saying that Christians have
capitulated to the modern age by
refusing to distinguish between truth
and error?
Yes, I am. Further, they are misapplying the text “judge not that you be not
judged” in doing it. The reality is that
Christians are meant to “demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself
up against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor.
10:5). Nowhere does the Bible say that
believers are meant to keep quiet when
people challenge the notion of truth and
say that there is no difference between
right and wrong.
Sadly, the church today has imbibed a
playboy theology that goes back to Greek
philosophical heathenism. The central
idea of this Greek view was that our aim in
life is to pursue happiness. Many
Christians have bought into this idea.
They want to serve God but they also
want to be happy. This creates a problem
for them because they have no place for
pain or suffering in their experience.
The problem of making happiness
your goal, especially if you are a Christian,
is that you make yourself vulnerable to
playboy theology. Christian young people
who follow this line are putting them-
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selves on the same trajectory as the young
playboys and playgirls in the first century
who said, “everything is permitted for me;
I can do what I like”.
People forget that God’s plan for us as
Christians also includes trouble and persecution. If our aim is only to have a painfree and happy life, then we will fall away
from Christ when we experience adversity. In the parable of the sower and the
seed, one of the stumbling-blocks that
trips people up is their desire for happiness. When they don’t get it, they
“quickly fall away” (Mt. 13:21). Too many
Christians fall into this category today.
The problem is that we have influential
preachers like Benny Hinn and Joel
Osteen who throw together a few biblical
texts and tie them to a secular worldview
that makes Christians feel that God is
under obligation to make us happy. But
the Bible never promises a life which is
free of trouble and suffering.

If Christians are to become a realistic
counter-cultural force, how important is it to deconstruct contemporary worldviews?
It’s crucial. Paul says in 2 Corinthians
10:4-5 that our task is to pull down every
argument and pretension that sets itself
up contrary to the knowledge of God.
Our aim is to bring every thought captive
to Christ. Paul uses an image that is based
on the Roman army’s method of waging
war. Imagine an ancient city under attack
with the enemy hiding behind the protection of high city walls. The Roman
method of penetrating the city consisted
of bringing a large battering-ram to the
walls and then repeatedly pounding them
until the stones were dislodged and the
whole thing collapsed. Once the wall
came down, the people were defenceless.
They had to surrender and kneel before
the victorious general. Paul says that what
Romans did in capturing a city is analogous to what Christians have to do in
countering the false ideas of the age.
The problem today is that too few
preachers challenge the false ideas of our
culture. Unless preachers undermine the
credibility of these belief systems, they
still hold sway over believers. It’s a little
bit like trying to run a computer with a
new operating system if you haven’t
already deleted the old one. The computer
won’t work because it is trying to run on
incompatible systems. You must first
delete the old system.
Paul makes it clear that the task of a
preacher is to deconstruct the errors of
the age as well as to instruct believers on
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how to live the Christian life. As a
preacher I need to do both. This means
that when I prepare to preach to a congregation I need to ask myself: “What ideas
do I have to demolish that have been programmed into our thinking by this modern age?” I need to be able to answer that
question before I move on to think about
how the congregation can be reprogrammed to do God’s will through the
renewing of their minds.

Is there a link between the upsurge in
worldliness in the church and the
failure of ministers to deconstruct the
false ideas of the age?
Yes, there definitely is. One of the rea-

Too few
preachers
challenge the
false ideas of
our culture.
It’s like trying
to run a computer with a
new operating
system if you
haven’t deleted
the old one.
sons why the impact of the gospel seems
to be so slight is that many Christians
have been thoroughly programmed by the
ideas of the modern age. The problem
here is that while those ideas remain
unchallenged they exercise an ongoing
influence in their lives. This explains why
Paul tackles the problem in Romans 12-15
by deconstructing Roman cultural norms
and contrasting them with the will of
God. Paul’s point is that we must deconstruct before we can reconstruct.
Preachers must constantly ask themselves
the question, “what ideas are still held by
the congregation which prevent them
from fully embracing God’s will as outlined in Scripture?” The only way that we
can get a thorough response to the gospel
is, first, to dismantle those ideas and
demonstrate their falsity, and second,
show how people can reconstruct their
lives in obedience to Christ.

Does the New Testament have any
suggestions as to how Christians can
most effectively deconstruct opposing worldviews, such as Paul’s address
to the Athenians in Acts 17?
Paul’s address gives us several keys to
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getting our message across to unbelievers.
First, Paul connects with his audience by
finding a common point of reference. In
ancient Greece the members of the
Areopagus were charged with the official
function of admitting new deities into the
pantheon of gods. So Paul had to prove
that the God of Scripture existed. This
explains why he began his speech by saying: “This God who exists, but whom you
confess not to know, I am going to explain
to you.” Paul’s approach on this occasion
shows how he made a clever connection
with the authorities in the ancient world
who were charged with giving official
recognition to the deities in their culture.
However, in doing so, he corrects their
misunderstanding about God, namely,
that He lives in man-made temples and
relies on us in giving Him feast days.
Second, he shows that he is conversant
with their Stoic and Epicurean worldviews
and he relates some of the shared elements in these systems with truths that
we find in the Old Testament. Some of the
argument resonates and some of it
doesn’t, but at least he demonstrates that
he is able to converse with their world.
The next step in his address demonstrates that, judged by their own standards, they have failed to understand God
properly and have compromised their religious beliefs. While not all of them
believed in the imperial cult, they had nevertheless said, “look, even if we don’t
believe in it let’s just do it without being
superstitious about it”. Paul’s approach is
designed to convict them of hypocrisy
and then confront them with God’s universal call to repentance in the light of His
promised judgement.
Paul then explains the gospel to them
as an amnesty that they need to accept
immediately. One of the religious beliefs
of the Areopagus Council was that when
a man dies, the earth drinks up his blood.
They did not believe in a bodily resurrection. However, Paul announces that the
resurrection is proof of this day of judgement. That is why some laugh.
Nevertheless, a senior member of the
council takes Paul seriously and is converted, along with a few others.
So Paul’s presentation of the gospel in
Athens did not fail. I think we learn from
his attempt that if we want to communicate with non-Christians, then we need to
understand how to establish entry-points
into their thinking. We need to work hard
to correct misconceptions and establish
some agreed positions before we move on
to announce the coming judgement and
the pressing need to repent and accept

God’s amnesty in the gospel. Acts 17 provides a good model to inform our own
preaching in a non-Christian context.

What happens within the church
when we don’t engage with modern
worldviews and deconstruct them?
We become culture-Christians. It’s sad
that by the time the empire actually
became Christian, all that the Romans had
to do was to push all of the statues out of
the temples so that they became basilicas
or Christian places in which to worship. It
wasn’t a big transition for pagans. The distinctions for Christians and nonChristians were blurred because most
Christians had absorbed the culture and
become culture-Christians.
I know from the years I worked in Asia
that absorbing the culture uncritically was
the great danger facing the church. If you
don’t think critically about the culture in
which you live, then it will simply permeate the thinking of Christians and so you
will have believers who think and act no
differently from pagans. The danger we
face today is that the media is shaping
Christianity so that in a variety of ways
Christians no longer appear to be different from non-Christians, particularly in
moral areas and work attitudes.

What is the place of entertainment in
the Christian life? Does nonChristian entertainment have a subliminal effect on us?
The early Christians faced this question just as we do. Entertainment in their
day involved the Roman spectacles, chariot races, gladiatorial fights and those
sorts of things. Some of these activities
encouraged a perverse interest in violence
and sex so in that sense they were unhelpful to a Christian’s growth. Should a
Christian be aware of what is going on in
the wider culture in terms of entertainment? I don’t think we can be ignorant of
it.
However, what most people are
unaware of is that many of these forms of
entertainment have a subliminal effect on
our thinking. This means that we need to
be very selective about what we choose to
entertain us. It’s easy to stumble if you
simply want to be amused and suspend
your critical faculties. I may sound like a
bit of a killjoy, but I think it’s important to
be evaluating films as we watch them. Too
many Christians fail to do this and stumble. If you suspend your critical faculties,
it’s possible to assimilate all sorts of
ungodly ideas and behaviour.

How do first century worldviews and
culture pose a threat to the church’s
understanding of leadership?
Well, during the first century, particularly during the reign of Claudius,
philosophers took a back-seat and charismatic orators came to the fore. A cult of
personality developed where people
became celebrities or megastars because
of their grand style of oratory. The movement towards celebrity actually spread
like wildfire throughout the region.
People paid to go and hear these orators. Everyone
looked up to
them. What they
If we want to
said wasn’t as
communicate
important as their
with nonstyle. Their rise to
Christians,
prominence was a
triumph of style
then we need
over substance.
to understand
People felt that
how to
they had to look
establish
like them, dress
entry-points
like them, walk
into their
like them, talk
thinking.
like them, and
they became a
model of leadership. Their students were called “disciples” just like the followers of Jesus. The
problem was that their followers began to
copy them. So, a mark of leadership during this period was that you had to have
bodily presence and be able to entertain a
crowd.
If you are familiar with what is said
about some of Paul’s personal features,
you will know that he didn’t match the
qualifications for leadership in this period.
For a start, he looked a bit of a “weed”.
His critics claimed that he lacked a sense
of physical presence and his speech was
unimpressive. We think he may also have
had bowed legs and a hook nose. He certainly didn’t look like one of the Greek
gods.

Incidentally, this probably explains
why people in Corinth liked his letters but
didn’t want him to come back and be the
minister of their church. In the space of
only about 10 years the Corinthians
brought this Trojan horse of celebrity
leadership into the heart of their congregation. In other words, it only took a few
years for the church to absorb these false
ideas.

What were some of the specific ways
that Christian leadership was
squeezed into the mould of first century thought, and what was Paul’s
response to it?
Well, you had to follow your leader.
The Christian message, on the other
hand, is that someone invited us to follow
Him. So, there is only one person you can
follow and that is Christ.
Paul had to deal with this issue in
Corinth. The Christians in Corinth
placed a great deal of emphasis on ministers being “leaders” and “leaders” having
followers. However, Paul says their focus
on secular styles of leadership is idolatrous and worldly (1 Cor. 1). In chapter 3
he asks, “who is Paul, who is Apollos?” In
doing this he deconstructs the whole cult
of leadership in the first century. Firstcentury ideas of secular leadership had
invaded the church and corrupted the idea
of Christian pastoral work.
The same has happened today. It’s
interesting that the term “leadership” has
only really come into the vocabulary of
the church since the 1980s. Prior to that,
the church didn’t have leaders. We had
ministers and elders – people whose task
was service. So, all of the words of the
New Testament are about serving, about
functioning and what you do, but not
about creating a following. Paul says that
to create a personal following is idolatrous, “I didn’t die on the cross”, he says,
“You weren’t baptised by me.” Paul was
appalled that celebrity leadership was hav-
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ing an influence in the church.

Do you see models of secular leadership as a threat to the church’s mission, and if so what sort of specific
trends in secular leadership come to
mind?
Yes, I think the secularising of
Christian leadership is a huge threat to the
church’s mission. We can trace the growth
of this Christian leadership model to one
influential American theological seminary
in the early 1980s. I was visiting at the
time when they said they wanted to run a
course in Christian leadership. They
decided they would adopt any secular
model of leadership that worked. This
explains why they adopted the MBA manuals in teaching leadership. Lots of seminaries in the USA went down the same
path. Christians now often talk about
Christian leadership in MBA jargon. They
see church as a business. It’s the corporate
model with a CEO at the top.
The whole thing has spread like cane
toads in Queensland. The result is that it
has changed the way we think about ministry. All anyone ever talks about now is
“leadership”. Actually, there is only one
person who is referred to as a leader in the
New Testament, and that is Jesus. He is
the only leader.
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In my opinion, the influence of MBAstyle training in ministry has had a devastating effect on the church. It has wrongly
accentuated the personality of the
preacher and has created a cult of “follower-ship”. And this is something Paul
forbids in 1 Corinthians 1.

I won’t allow
the term
“leadership”,
because I
want to drum
the ideas of
celebrity and
privilege out
of people’s
thinking
altogether.

Is this misunderstanding of
leadership
affecting seminaries too?

Yes, it is. I
know a young
man who is a tall,
well-built person
of
striking
appearance. He
was invited to
join the faculty
of a well-known
seminary. When
he went there
they said to him,
“You look like the sort of person we are
looking for!” He was appalled at their
emphasis on his appearance and personality. However, this is nothing new. People
were fascinated by appearance in the first
century too. If you wanted to be a leader,
then you had to pump iron and pull the

hair off your chest, arms and legs so you
looked like a Greek god.
Unfortunately, there are some similarities with the first century emerging today
in the qualities that our churches are looking for in leaders. This model from an earlier age, which focused on celebrity, is now
what people want in Christian ministers.
If you don’t fit this bill, then you are easily ruled out. I see this happening often in
mainstream denominations.
Of course, it’s okay if you have a sense
of humour and people think you are
funny. People in the ancient world knew
how to make people laugh, cry, and play
on their feelings. Therefore, at the end of
their address you said, “what a great orator”. However, when a Christian minister
ends his address, people should say, “what
a great God!” I now have a policy in our
college that I won’t allow people to use
the term “leadership”, because I want to
drum the ideas of celebrity and privilege
out of people’s thinking altogether.

So what do you use?
Well, I talk about ministers or servants.
That is what we are being trained to be.
We “serve” and “teach”. Using these terms
helps us to focus on our functions. I don’t
use the word “leader” because it is loaded
with all sorts of wrong ideas in today’s
world. We need to become biblical fundamentalists in our use of terms to describe
church office; otherwise, if we use the
MBA jargon we will bring a Trojan horse
into the church.

Did Paul ever call on his disciples to
follow him?

ASSOCIATE PASTOR POSITION:
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Bull Creek, WA
is seeking to call a man to join our ministry team in full-time work.
His primary responsibility will be to lead our congregation in ministry to
children, youth and young adults; however, the work will include other
pastoral duties. Our current children’s ministries include crèche, Christian
education (Sunday School) and Boys and Girls Brigades. Our youth ministry
includes a large group weekly meeting and some small group Bible study.
The young adult ministry consists of weekly Bible studies plus coordinated
fellowship and prayer times.
WPC Bull Creek holds to the Reformed Faith as embodied in the
Westminster Confession of Faith (WCF). Applicants must be able to
subscribe to and uphold the WCF. We are a multi-ethnic church with
separate Indonesian language services. We long to serve parents & youth
in a Covenantal model by building up of every believer in the Faith and
pointing all to Christ Jesus as Lord over all things.
Would you like to know more or request an application? Contact the church
office on (08) 9332 6300 or e-mail: wpcbc@iinet.net.au. You can find out
more about WPC Bull Creek from our web page: www.wpcbc.net.
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No, he never said, “follow me”.
However, he did say, “imitate me”. The
imitation Paul desires is for us to join him
at the end of the queue of an ancient triumphal procession where prisoners were
paraded as the off-scouring of the earth.
There was no joy in being in this spot. It
was a death sentence.
Paul is not interested in “cool” or
“funky” leaders. He never tells us to follow individuals in the New Testament,
only to follow Christ. “Imitate” is the
right word; but we are not meant to imitate how Paul walked and talked. We are
meant to imitate him in his suffering and
service for Christ (1 Cor. 4:13, 16).

What do you think about this idea of
“spiritual direction” where people
place themselves under the authority
of another who monitors them? Is it
wise?
To be honest, it’s not worth half a

squirt of goat’s milk! It’s very dangerous
because it can easily lead to manipulation
and control. Paul says that people are to
be taught the Word so that they can perform the works that God “has prepared
for them to do” (Eph. 2:10). Ministry is
about building up individuals in the Word
so that they can fulfil God’s purpose for
their lives. I think carving people off into
some mentoring program is fraught with
dangers. God never intended us to
become clones of so-called leaders.

How does the church best address
these issues of the secularisation of its
leadership?
We need to get back to the real meaning of the Bible on these matters. We are
too culturally blinkered. The Bible has a
very clear, functional approach to leadership; it’s not hierarchical. I also think that
ministers need to teach their congregations very clearly that they are not following us.

Are there other ways that the world is
invading the church?
Yes, it comes to the surface when we
are thinking about the worship of God. I
sometimes wonder whether some people
believe that God needs a hearing aid. We
have lots of loud and thumping music that
is not conducive to singing the Word in
our hearts. I went away recently on a
weekend camp. It was interesting that
people said, “Wasn’t it good because we
could hear each other singing?” Nothing
moved me more in the 20 years I had in
Cambridge than to hear my brothers
around me singing to Christ. What I
found so encouraging was that I could
hear the words so clearly. Unfortunately
it’s often the case that our words are
drowned out by the excessive amplification. 1 Corinthians 12 says that what is
important in a church service is that we
strive for the common good. We need to
make our music serve the ministry of the
Word.

So you are saying that a church service should be about reading the
Bible, singing the Bible, and listening
to the Bible?
Yes, that’s right. This is a Reformation
principle and it doesn’t have to be done in
a dull way. It annoys me when people
don’t read the Bible in church as though it
is the Word of God. John Chrysostom
once said that “when the emperor sends
his edict to us, everyone stands and listens
in hushed tones; but when God speaks to
us it is even more solemn”.

One further thing: we need to use the
Psalms more in our services. I think the
Psalms express in a very clear way the kind
of words and thoughts that we need to use
in the praise of God.

Can you explain how modern culture
is affecting Christians’ attitudes to
sexual roles in the church today?
When a young man got the toga virilis
in first century Rome he said: “Everything
is permitted for me. I am grown up now
and I am an adult; I am the captain of my
ship. I can do whatever I want.” There are
Christians today who have the same attitude. This explains why Paul gives reasons

When it comes
to worship
music, I sometimes wonder
whether some
people believe
that God needs
a hearing aid.

why Christians must not fornicate in 1
Corinthians 6:9-21. Some of the men in
the church in Corinth were trying to
rationalise a promiscuous, playboy
lifestyle. Paul forbade it and gives eight
reasons and three commands why
Christians mustn’t do that. We need to do
the same today. Only authoritative teaching prevents a slide into immorality.

Is the idea of the liberated woman as
depicted in the TV series Sex and the
City really a new idea, or was there an
ancient equivalent?
Yes, there certainly was. She was called
the “new woman”, and Augustus legislated against this movement. The philosophical schools also opposed it, as did the
early church. It was a very powerful and
influential movement, much as it is today.
We see its influence from the prenuptial
agreements of the first century where the
wife had to promise to sleep at home and
not to wander around and bring disgrace
to the family’s name by sexual immorality.
The prenuptial agreements give you an
insight into what was really going on during the period, as does the criminal legislation of the time which made adultery a
criminal offence for the first time in
Roman law. Until then, it had been
resolved within the family.

Was this problem of the new woman
a particular problem for the
Christian church?
Yes, the church was quietly infiltrated
by many of them. We see signs of this
when wives removed their veils in
church. Paul deals with this problem in
1 Corinthians 11. Wives were deliberately removing their veils when they
stood up to pray and prophesy. The veil
was a sign of their marriage; it was the
first century equivalent of a wedding
ring. Removing the veil was a sign that
she didn’t want people to know that she
was married.
The problem with women removing
the veil was that it sent off precisely the
wrong signal. It gave the impression
that they were living promiscuously or
that they no longer wanted to be married. In the first century you had to
remove your marriage veil if you were a
convicted adulteress; you weren’t
allowed to wear it again. So that was a
big issue that the Corinthians had to
struggle with.
Also, there was a problem in the way
women dressed. If a woman wore gold,
pearls and braided hair, this was the standard dress of a high-class prostitute of the
first century. The characteristic of the
married woman was modesty. However,
the new woman didn’t want to have
babies because of the stretchmarks they
caused so she used abortion or dangerous
contraceptives. But a modest and loving
and holy woman would not abort a baby.
That provides the setting of 1 Timothy 2.
The important point is that modesty is the
characteristic of the way married
Christian women dress. We need a return
to modesty for women today.

What are some of the problems that
you see we need to address in the
church today as a result of the rise of
the new woman?
One of the glaring problems today is
the issue of modest dress. I think especially some women are quite unaware of
how immodest their dress can be. Further,
I am not sure that they realise the extent
of the problem that immodest attire can
cause for men.
I don’t want to be misunderstood in
my comments about modesty. I am not
suggesting that women in our churches
should look dowdy or frumpish as though
they have come from a bygone age. I
wouldn’t want them to look as though
they belong to an Amish community. But
neither should they dress in a way that is
ap
unnecessarily suggestive.
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The big picture
Our rituals show our beliefs. They must also change the way we live.

here is a sense in which the Old
Testament was ancient Israel’s art
gallery. Archaeologists tend not to
find Israelite artworks when digging around Palestine. One explanation
for this absence of art is that the Israelites
possibly viewed an interest in the fine arts
(e.g. sculpture, painting, carving etc) as a
breach of the second commandment (Ex.
20:3). If this is correct it may explain why
there are many examples of literary art in
the Old Testament: the human desire to
engage in such an activity had to find its
outlet somewhere.
The literary artforms of the Old
Testament are as diverse as what one finds
in a modern art gallery. When my wife and
I visit such a gallery we’re drawn to different kinds of art. I enjoy works of realism
whereas my wife prefers abstract art,
which requires you to stand there and ask
what the artist is trying to do.
At first glance Leviticus 23-25 may
seem like a realist’s painting of Israel’s life.
It is a panoramic photograph that spans
across Israel’s holidays and festivals. To
the left of this picture Leviticus 23 presents us with those holidays that fall
within the calendar year. These include
the Sabbath, the Passover, the Feast of
Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks, the Feast
of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and
the Feast of Tabernacles. This panoramic
photo seems to extend over the years of
Israel’s life when one looks at Leviticus
25. Here the artist’s attention turns to two
holidays that occur every so many years,
namely the Sabbath and Jubilee years.
But when the reader’s eyes are drawn
to the middle of this picture, Leviticus 24,
it soon becomes apparent that we’re dealing with an abstract painting. For some
reason the author has plonked in two
texts that seem unrelated to the calendar
context. First, Leviticus 24:1-9 present us
with some instructions on the regular
arrangement of 12 loaves of bread under
the tabernacle light. Second, Leviticus
24:10-23 are a narrative concerning the
execution of a man who blasphemes
God’s name. Why has the author, the
artist, interrupted an otherwise realistic
picture of Israel’s holidays (Leviticus 23 &
25) with these two anomalous texts
(Leviticus 24)? It seems that he is inviting

T

Leigh
Trevaskis
us to interpret these chapters as a work of
abstract art. In other words, we need to
stand back and ask what he is trying to
convey by inserting these two texts
between the calendar chapters of Leviticus
23 & 25.
When we lived in England it was too
expensive to pay an art critic to interpret a
painting or sculpture. The thing to do was

Watch the
ritual and you
understand
the meaning
of Anzac Day:
Australia
prized its freedom so much
that it was
prepared to pay
a great cost.
to stand at a respectable distance from
someone who was accompanied by an art
critic and listen to what that person had to
say. In what follows I would like to walk
you through this abstract picture called
Leviticus 23-25 and see if I can show you
what God has to say about holiness in the
life of His people.
The first thing that I would suggest is
that the artist has provided Leviticus 24:19 as a lens for interpreting the meaning of
Israel’s holidays in Leviticus 23 and 25.
The emphasis of these verses falls on the
need for the priests to regularly keep the
tabernacle light burning and to regularly
arrange 12 loaves of bread under this light
“before the Lord”.
First, we need to consider some of the
symbolism that is possibly overlooked by
a modern reader. If an American walked
into a Sidney Nolan gallery she might be
surprised that Nolan painted black boxes
over people’s heads. Was he scared of
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painting faces? It is only when she is
informed of the Kelly gang history that
the symbolism is understood. Modern
readers tend to face the same confusion
with the symbolism of Leviticus 24:1-9.
You may have guessed that the 12
loaves of bread symbolise the 12 tribes of
Israel. But how are we to understand the
need for the priests to regularly light the
tabernacle candelabra? On the one hand
“light” represents God’s presence in the
Old Testament (Ps. 89:15). So it seems fitting that the priest is to regularly position
this symbol of Israel (i.e. 12 loaves) under
what is symbolic of God’s presence.
On the other hand, the light on view is
symbolic of God’s calendar. The word used
for “light” is the same word used to
describe the “lights” that God makes “to
mark seasons and days and years” in
Genesis 1:14. In the ancient world calendars were often governed by seven such
lights, namely the sun, moon and the five
planets which were visible to the naked eye.
By not using the Hebrew terms for “sun”
and “moon” but the word for the tabernacle “light” (of which there were seven on
this candelabra! Ex. 25:33) it seems that the
author has forged a relationship between
the light of God’s presence and the lights
which govern Israel’s calendar. This possibly discloses the symbolic meaning of this
ritual. The priest’s regular arrangement of
the 12 loaves under the tabernacle light was
supposed to inform the Israelites about the
meaning of their calendar: they were to regularly stop their work and recognise God’s
ruling presence. When they read the ritual
they were to understand the meaning of
their holidays.

H

olidays don’t mean much more than
a chance to holiday in Australia. The
Queen’s birthday, Labour Day, Boxing
day – when was the last time you took the
meaning of these days seriously? But
Anzac Day still carries meaning for
Australians. Watch the ritual and you
understand the meaning of Anzac Day:
Australia prized its freedom so much that
it was prepared to pay a great cost.
Read the ritual of Leviticus 24:1-9 and
you may understand the meaning of
Israel’s holidays in Leviticus 23 and 25.
These were not merely occasions to

knock off work but were given to the
Israelites as times during which they
could reflect on God’s right to rule them.
All of these occasions were more or less
supposed to remind Israel of her salvation
from slavery in Egypt and God’s provision for them as her saviour.
But if this is the reason for the placement of Leviticus 24:1-9 between these
chapters concerning Israel’s ritual calendar what are we to do with the narrative
concerning the blasphemer’s execution in
Leviticus 24:10-23? Why did the artist
include it here? As the art critic, let me
suggest that we have moved out of the
world of ritual in these verses! These
verses record how a half-Israelite went out
into the camp, fought an Israelite man and
subsequently cursed God’s name. After
this God tells those who heard his blasphemy to take him outside the camp and
stone him to death.
I would suggest that this text is placed
here to disclose God’s expectation that
the Israelites’ ritual life must change the
way they live everyday life. It seems that
God uses the occasion on which this man
blasphemes to teach his people that he
expects their ritual observance of the calendars in Leviticus 23 and 25 to be
reflected in holy living on every other day
of the year. Presumably this half-Israelite
man would observe a ritual calendar day
but had the audacity to turn and curse
God on the very next day! And so God
has the man removed from the camp and
put to death: God expects the Israelites to
conform their lives to the meaning of the
rituals they enact. And as this narrative
demonstrates, this expectation extends
even to those who are not fully Israelite.

ual forms of worship. What he meant was
that when he arrived people were already
singing, then there was a sermon and
before he knew it there was a piece of cake
in his hand and he was eating morning tea.
My response to his claim was to say
that what he described about my church
was its ritual. Moreover, this ritual
reflected what we thought about worship:
at the church I go to we view worship as
encompassing what we do all week. The
absence of a formal introduction
and conclusion
God expects
reflects that parthat our daily
ticular belief.
lives will
But there are
conform to
many other rituthe ritual
als that Christians
we perform
enact. We comconcerning
monly set aside
His Lordship.
time for meeting
together once a
week, we listen to
someone preach from the Bible, we baptize God’s people, we partake in the Lord’s
supper, we confess sins and sing songs of
praise, we say thank you to God before
eating our meals, many of us take part in
Bible studies throughout the week. All of
these rituals serve to remind us of Christ’s
Lordship over our lives which He won in
his death and resurrection.
The enduring significance that
Leviticus 23-25 has for Christians is that
God expects all of these ritual forms of
worship to make a difference in the way
we live. He expects that our daily lives will
conform to the ritual we perform concerning His Lordship. “You sing songs

that say I love You? Well love Me with
your life at work.” “You thank Me for the
provision of food before every meal? Well
trust Me to provide in the future.” “You
assent to My will spoken in sermons? Well
conform your lives to it.” The ritual must
translate into everyday life.
But how can we ensure that the rituals
we enact change the way we live? Should
we scramble for an accountability partner? Perhaps carry a memory verse? Then
it occurred to me that at some point the
ritual must simply hit the road. There
comes a time when we must simply repent
from our slothfulness at observing the
Lordship of Christ that we affirm in ritual
and conform our lives to his Lordship!
However, something has changed for
Christian readers of Leviticus 23-25.
God’s expectation that His people live in
a way that is consistent with their ritual
behaviour was accompanied by a report of
a blasphemer’s execution. Moreover, this
narrative includes severe laws which
require “an eye for an eye”, “life for life”
and “fracture for fracture”. But such a
threat no longer hangs over the Christian.
The writer to the Hebrews tells us that
the Lord Jesus was taken outside the camp
for us so that we could be made holy
(Heb. 13:12). Since He has taken upon
Himself our own sin we are now freed
from the death penalty. This is not an
excuse for sin. Rather, Paul tells us that we
also died with Christ, liberating us from
slavery to sin, and that we have been raised
with Christ to live holy lives (Rom. 6).
Leigh Trevaskis lectures in Old Testament at
ap
the Queensland Theological College.
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ow as Christians we no longer
observe Israel’s calendar. It was
intended to remind Israel of her exodus
from Egyptian slavery. We celebrate a far
greater exodus from the slavery of sin
(Rom. 6:6). Yet it seems that Leviticus 2325 still has something important to say
about the place of ritual in the life of the
believer. It discloses God’s expectation
that the rituals associated with our faith
should translate into everyday life.
The anthropologist Victor Turner
marked a paradigm shift in anthropological studies when he said something like
“show me a person’s rituals and I will
show you his beliefs”. This is true of our
church meetings. Recently a friend
attended the church of which I am a part.
Our church is quite contemporary and
afterwards he suggested that it was a
strange meeting because it lacked any ritAU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Crass Christianity
What happens when the Great Commission becomes a marketing manifesto?

Toward the end of the nineteenth century
... the Age of Exposition began to pass, and
the early signs of its replacement could be
discerned. Its replacement was to be the Age
of Show Business.
— Neil Postman
n this age of show business, truth is
irrelevant; what really matters is
whether we are entertained.
Substance counts for little; style is
everything. In the words of Marshall
McLuhan, the medium is the message.
Unfortunately, that kind of thinking rules
the church as surely as it does the world.
A.W. Tozer wrote these words in 1955:
“For centuries the church stood solidly
against every form of worldly
entertainment, recognising it for what it
was — a device for wasting time, a refuge
from the disturbing voice of conscience, a
scheme to divert attention from moral
accountability. For this she got herself
abused roundly by the sons of this world.
“But of late she has become tired of the
abuse and has given over the struggle. She
appears to have decided that if she cannot
conquer the great god Entertainment she
may as well join forces with him and make
what use she can of his powers. So today
we have the astonishing spectacle of
millions of dollars being poured into the
unholy job of providing earthly
entertainment for the so-called sons of
heaven. And hardly a man dares raise his
voice against it.”
By today’s standards, the issues that so
inflamed Tozer’s passions seem trifling.
For example, churches were attracting
people to Sunday evening services by
showing Christian films. Young people’s
rallies featured up-tempo music and
speakers whose specialty was humor.
High-energy games and activities were
beginning to play a key role in church
youth work. Looking back, it may seem
difficult to understand Tozer’s distress.
Hardly anyone these days would be
shocked or concerned about any of the
methods that seemed radically innovative
in the ’50s. Most of them are generally
regarded as conventional today.
Tozer, however, was not condemning
games, music styles, or movies per se. He
was concerned with the philosophy
underlying what was happening in the

I

John
MacArthur
church. He was sounding an alarm about
a deadly change of focus. He saw
evangelicals using entertainment as a tool
for church growth, and he believed that
was subverting the church’s priorities. He
feared that frivolous diversions and carnal
amusements in the church would
eventually destroy people’s appetites for
real worship and the preaching of God’s
Word.
He was right
about that. In
That wrestling fact,
Tozer’s
match is not rebuke is more
an obscure fitting than ever.
example from The incipient
he
some eccentric trend
identified
has
church on the
come into full
fringe. It took bloom in our
place in one generation. What
of America’s the church was
five largest flirting with 35
churches. years ago has
now become an
obsession.
An article in The Wall Street Journal
described one well-known church’s bid “to
perk up attendance at Sunday evening
services”. The church “staged a wrestling
match, featuring church employees. To
train for the event, 10 game employees got
lessons from Tugboat Taylor, a former
professional wrestler, in pulling hair,
kicking shins and tossing bodies around
without doing real harm”. No harm to the
staff members, perhaps, but what is the
effect of such an exhibition on the church’s
message? Is not the gospel itself clouded
and badly caricatured by such tomfoolery?
That wrestling match is not an obscure
example from some eccentric church on
the fringe. It took place in the Sunday
evening service of one of America’s five
largest churches. Similar examples could
be drawn from many of the leading
churches supposedly in the mainstream of
evangelical orthodoxy.
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Some will maintain that if biblical
principles are presented, the medium
doesn’t matter. That is nonsense. If an
entertaining medium is the key to
winning people, why not go all out? Why
not have a real carnival? A tattooed
acrobat on a high wire could juggle chain
saws and shout Bible verses while a trained
dog balanced on his head. That would
draw a crowd. And the content of the
message would be thoroughly biblical. It’s
a bizarre scenario, but one that illustrates
how the medium can cheapen and corrupt
the message.
And sadly, it’s not terribly different
from what is actually being done in some
churches. There seems no limit to what
modern church leaders will do to entice
people who aren’t interested in worship
and preaching.
One noted pastor of a very large
church, for example, boasts about the
time his staff staged a pie fight during a
Sunday morning church service.
Just how far will the church go to
compete with Hollywood? A large church
in the south-western United States has
installed a half-million-dollar specialeffects system that can produce smoke,
fire, sparks, and laser lights in the
auditorium. The church sent staff
members to study live special effects at
Bally’s Casino in Las Vegas. The pastor
ended one service by ascending to
“heaven” via invisible wires that drew him
up out of sight while the choir and
orchestra added a musical accompaniment
to the smoke, fire, and light show.
It was just a typical Sunday show for
that pastor: “He packs his church with
such special effects as ... cranking up a
chain saw and toppling a tree to make a
point ... the biggest Fourth of July
fireworks display in town and a Christmas
service with a rented elephant, kangaroo
and zebra. The Christmas show features
100 clowns with gifts for the
congregation’s children.”
Shenanigans like that would have been
the stuff of A. W. Tozer’s worst
nightmares. Surely even he could not have
foreseen the extreme to which
evangelicals would go in paying homage
to the great god Entertainment.
There’s no denying that these antics

seem to work — that is, they draw a
crowd. Many churches that have
experimented with such methods report
growing attendance figures. And a handful
of megachurches — those that can afford
first-class productions, effects, and
facilities — have been able to stimulate
enormous numerical growth. Some of
them fill huge auditoriums with thousands
of people several times every week.
A few of these megachurches resemble
elegant country clubs or resort hotels.
They feature impressive facilities with
bowling lanes, movie theaters, health spas,
restaurants, ballrooms, roller-skating
rinks, and state-of-the-art multi-court
gymnasiums.
Recreation
and
entertainment are inevitably the most
visible aspects of these enterprises. Such
churches have become meccas for
students of church growth.
Now evangelicals everywhere are
frantically seeking new techniques and
new forms of entertainment to attract
people. Whether a method is biblical or
not scarcely matters to the average church
leader today. Does it work? That is the new
test of legitimacy. And so raw pragmatism
has become the driving philosophy in
much of the professing church.
Pragmatism is the notion that ideas
may be judged by their practical
consequences. A pragmatist concludes
that a course of action or concept is right
if it brings good results, wrong if it
doesn’t seem to work.

W

hat’s wrong with pragmatism? After
all, common sense involves a
measure of legitimate pragmatism,
doesn’t it? If a dripping tap works fine
after you replace the washers, for example,
it is reasonable to assume that bad washers
were the problem. If the medicine your
doctor prescribes produces harmful side
effects or has no effect at all, you need to
ask if there’s a remedy that works. Such
simple pragmatic realities are generally
self-evident.
But when pragmatism becomes a
guiding philosophy of life or ministry, it
inevitably clashes with Scripture. Spiritual
and biblical truth cannot be determined
by what works and what doesn’t. We
know from Scripture, for example, that
the gospel does not usually produce a
positive response (1 Cor. 1:22-23; 2:14).
On the other hand, Satanic lies and
deception often are quite effective (Matt.
24:23-24; 2 Cor. 4:3-4). Majority reaction
is no test of validity (cf. Matt. 7:13-14),
and prosperity is no measure of
truthfulness (cf. Job 12:6). Pragmatism as

a guiding philosophy of ministry is
inherently flawed.
Nevertheless, an overpowering surge
of ardent pragmatism is sweeping through
evangelicalism. Methodology has replaced
theology as the main issue many church
leaders are concerned with. Pastors are
turning to books on marketing methods
in search of new techniques to help
churches grow. Many seminaries have
shifted their pastoral training emphasis
from Bible curriculum and theology to
matters of style and technique.

Methodology
has replaced
theology as the
main issue
many church
leaders are
concerned
with. Pastors
are turning to
books on
marketing
methods.
Perhaps most telling is the growing
number of churches that now feature
drama and entertainment instead of
traditional services where God’s Word is
proclaimed. The new pragmatism sees
preaching as passé. Plainly declaring truth
is deemed too offensive and utterly
ineffective. We’re now told we can get
better results by first amusing people and
thus wooing them into the fold. Once
they feel comfortable, they’ll be ready to
receive biblical truth in small, diluted
doses.
And so church buildings are being
constructed like theatres; instead of a
pulpit, the focus is a stage. Churches are
hiring full-time media specialists,
programming consultants, stage directors,
drama coaches, special-effects experts,
and choreographers.
Most of the new pragmatists believe
the four priorities of the early church—
the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the
breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42)
— make a lame agenda for the church in
this day and age. They view our Lord’s
Great Commission as a marketing
manifesto. They believe the church is in
business to promote a product, and
church leaders, they say, had better pay
attention to the methods of Madison
Avenue. The church, after all, competes
with secular amusements and a host of
worldly goods and services. We’ll never

win people, the pragmatists believe, until
we develop effective marketing campaigns
to capture their attention and loyalty away
from the world’s offerings.
One best-selling author has written, “I
believe that developing a marketing
orientation is precisely what the church
needs to do if we are to make a difference
in the spiritual health of this nation for the
remainder of this century.” He adds, “My
contention, based on careful study of data
and the activities of American churches, is
that the major problem plaguing the
church is its failure to embrace a
marketing orientation in what has become
a marketing-driven environment.”
What’s wrong with that? For one
thing, the church has no business
marketing its ministry as an alternative to
secular amusements (2 Thess. 3:3-4). That
corrupts and cheapens the church’s real
mission. We are not carnival barkers or
used car salesmen. We are Christ’s
ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). Knowing the
terror of the Lord (v. 11), motivated by
the love of Christ (v. 14), utterly made
new by Him (v. 17), we implore sinners to
be reconciled to God (v. 20).
Moreover, instead of confronting the
world with the truth of Christ, the
market-driven
megachurches
are
enthusiastically promoting the worst
trends of secular culture. Feeding people’s
appetite for entertainment only
exacerbates the problems of mindless
emotion, apathy, and materialism. Quite
frankly, it is difficult to conceive of a
ministry philosophy more contradictory
to the pattern our Lord gave us.
Proclaiming the gospel message of
redemption for sinners, and expositing
the Word for saints should be the heart of
every church’s ministry. If the world looks
at the church and sees an entertainment
centre, we’re sending the wrong message.
If Christians view the church as an
amusement parlor, the church will die.
Nothing in Scripture indicates the
church should lure people to Christ by
presenting Christianity as an attractive
option. To most, the message of the
gospel is “a stone of stumbling and a rock
of offence” (Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:8).
There’s no way to “market “ that. The
church must realise that its mission has
never been public relations or sales; we are
called to live holy lives and declare God’s
truth — lovingly but uncompromisingly
— to an unbelieving world.
Noted evangelical writer and minister John
MacArthur is pastor-teacher of Grace
ap
Community Church.
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New life
How technology saved a church that hardly had a prayer.

he future for many small rural
churches was unveiled at the tiny
town of Beeac on 24 August: a
direct internet link with a large
city church and a shared morning worship
service.
New 3G technology and a communal
ambition enabled the Glen Waverley
Uniting Church in Melbourne to transmit
its 11am family service on to a large screen
in Beeac in rural Victoria in an experiment
that has sparked the interest and hopes of
many country churches – nationwide, and
across denominations.
“It’s very exciting,” Beeac parishioner
Dawn Missen said. “We hope it will
strengthen relations between country and
city. We’ve already met some lovely people
from Glen Waverley. Although we are
small in number, we can be stimulated by
a strong, vibrant city congregation.”
Beeac, 20 minutes’ drive north of
Colac, is typical of many small rural towns
with shrinking economies and congregations and a shortage of ministers.
The 1862 bluestone building where the
Uniting Church congregation of about 20
meets is the town’s oldest building and
last remaining church. The Catholics suspended services a few months ago and the

T

Barney
Zwartz
Anglican church is now a private home.
Beeac is one of seven rural churches,
from Forest to Rokeby, that have been
tended by the
Reverend
Jen
Pretty,
but
she
Though they
expect they has taken up a
new post as miswill never
sion and educaagain be able tion officer for
to find or western Victoria,
afford their responsible for
churches
own minister, 107
rather
than
seven.
they see no
But
it
has
an
reason why
active
congregathey cannot
tion that refuses
thrive. to see the church
as “God’s waiting
room”, a declining community of the
elderly. Though they expect they will
never again be able to find or afford their
own minister, they see no reason why
they cannot thrive and continue to be

important to their community.
Glen Waverley Uniting church has a
congregation of about 1000 and holds five
services each weekend. If all goes well, it
will “adopt” eight country churches and
share one service a month with each,
according to Glen Waverley parishioner
Warren Greenwood, who is behind the
project.
“Country congregations are finding it
more difficult to have full-time ministers,
so they are looking for other ways of continuing to worship. This is more personal
than sitting down and watching Hymns of
Praise because it’s current,” he said.

T

he transmission is only one-way now
because of bandwidth capability, but
Mr Greenwood has no doubt it will soon
be two-way. Meanwhile, Beeac parishioners will talk to the city worship team
before the service so local concerns are
included.
“At Glen Waverley we have a contemplative service at 8am. The 9am worship
is all-age, 11am is all-age but more traditional. The 4.30pm service is family worship and 6.30 is youth worship. People
go where they feel comfortable. Beeac
chose the 11am style,” Mr Greenwood
said.
Meanwhile in Beeac, fortnightly services will continue, one from Glen
Waverley and one run by the congregation’s lay people, as they have done for
years. Attendance at the launch was
swollen by interested guests from other
regional churches but, according to Ms
Missen, there are grounds for optimism.
Houses are being built and enrolments
are rising at the local school. Although the
core church group is aged 50 up, there are
a couple of young families.
She pronounced the experiment a success. The two score at Beeac watching the
service projected on to their front wall
knew all the music and sang with gusto,
and members of the parish were included
in the prayers.
“It was perfect,” Ms Missen said. “We’ll
do it again in three weeks.”

Barney Zwartz is religion editor of The Age,
ap
where this article first appeared.
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One-liners
that work
20 daily Bible studies in
Proverbs 12-19

E
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I SD MY

t is tempting to deal with Proverbs thematically
– to pick out all the “one-liners” on a particular theme or making a particular point and
lumping them together. This can be quite a
helpful and fruitful exercise, but we must also
remember that God has given them to us in the form
He has for good reasons. First, the constantly
recurring themes are all things about which we
need to be reminded every day – so by reading
through the book as we will this month the Holy
Spirit will be able to bring us these reminders at His
intended frequency. Second, there is a lot to be
gained from reading the reminders in the context of
all the others surrounding them. What might seem
disjointed and random to our “logical” minds can
be used by the Holy Spirit to keep us from interpreting any one saying in an unbalanced way. For
instance, on Day 14 we will be encouraged both to
promote love by “covering over” offences (17:9),
and to make an impression on the discerning by
“rebuking” him (17:10)! “Speaking the truth in
love” (Eph. 4:16) is a delicate balancing act!

I

Our society is putting pressure on us all the time.
We need, more perhaps than at any other time in
history, to be the person referred to in Psalm 1:2 –
“But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on
His law he meditates day and night.” Do we
realise just how much we are allowing the world to
conform us to its pattern of thinking and behaviour? Will we ask God to use the practical wisdom
of these “proverbs” throughout this month to transform us by the renewing of our minds?
Bruce Christian
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The plans of the righteous.

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

T

PROVERBS 12:1-14

THE POINT God warns us against the dangers of our society

as it distances itself from the truth He has revealed in His
Word, becoming more fragile and unsettled, more superficial
and pretentious, living a lie and never seeming to satisfy our
deepest needs and longings.
THE PARTICULARS

• Like the pursuit of physical fitness, the gaining of wisdom is
not for those who seek benefit without dedicated, disciplined
effort; “no pain no gain” applies as much in the spiritual realm
as in the physical. An essential part of this discipline is being
willing to accept correction (1; cf 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 1 Tim. 4:7-8).
• Doing things God’s way is all that really pays off in the end;

opposing God will eventually lead to disaster (2f, 7, 12, 14).
• Keeping God central to our thinking/planning/speaking is as
important as doing things His way (5f, 8, 13f; cf James 3:1-12).
• All these truths apply equally to a relationship in marriage
(4).
• The person who humbly goes about his work as a good steward of God’s creation, caring responsibly for all entrusted to
him (including the animals and the environment), seeking neither glory nor honour, is better off than the boastful hypocrite
(9-11, 14).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you seeking first God’s Kingdom in all you do (Matt.
6:33)?

The wise Christian.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 12:15-28

THE POINT Real wisdom is found in the simple truths of

God’s Word.
THE PARTICULARS

• The wise Christian will seek advice from fellow-believers, not
assuming he himself will always have the right perspective (15).
• The wise Christian is slow to respond to insult and injury
(16).
• The wise Christian always speaks the truth about others,
never spreading rumours or gossip, speaking only words that
heal lives and relationships and will stand the test of time (1722).
• It is often better to remain silent and appear to be ignorant,
than to speak up and remove any doubt (23)!

• The wise Christian labours hard in the work of God’s
Kingdom and so will be given greater responsibility (24; cf
Luke 19:17).
• The wise Christian seeks comfort in good, godly fellowship
(25); he avoids any friendship that might get him into strife
(26).
• The wise Christian works hard and so is content with what
he receives from the Lord’s hand; he does not pursue quick,
easy solutions that in the end leave him empty and unsatisfied
(27).
• The wise Christian’s focus is on heaven (28; Colossians 3:2).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In which of these areas do you need to enhance your wisdom?

Let your light shine.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 13:1-12

THE POINT Our dark society provides a good scenario in

which to shine.
THE PARTICULARS

• A feature of our society is an unwillingness to admit our error
or need of help – strong, proud wills rebelling against parents or
anyone else having authority over us; and we are seeing the foolishness of this attitude in its fruits (1, 10; cf Rom. 1:28ff).
• Our tongues can be envoys of peace or weapons of war; and
we will share in the outcomes either way (2-3; cf Gal. 6:7-10).
• God designed us to put effort into whatever we do; laziness
is a denial of this and so results in frustration and dissatisfaction
(4).

• A Christian’s whole life is to be characterised by uprightness,
truthfulness and integrity – a light shining brightly in a dark
and darkening world (5-6, 9; cf Philippians 2:15, Ephesians 5:8).
• In our affluent society we need to be especially careful about
the real deceitfulness of riches (7), and the adverse effect
money can have on our whole lives (8)! What is important is
the wise stewardship of what ever God graciously sends our
way (11).
• Verse 12 is a good reminder not to “leave anyone dangling”
any more than is necessary; our emotional well-being is important!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does your life shape up in the light of 1 Peter 2:9-12?

Misfortune pursues the sinner.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 13:13-25

THE POINT The foolishness of rejecting the blessing of god-

liness is clear.
THE PARTICULARS

• There is no blessing in disobedience to the Lord’s leading
(13).
• We live in a world that is subject to decay and death as a
result of Man’s rebellion. Human wisdom is no match for
Satan’s countless “germs” that speed up the dying process, but
God’s wisdom is like a healing “blood transfusion”, purging
them out (14).
• Where God’s Word is honoured things generally run
smoothly; where it isn’t there is only confusion, trouble and
strife (15-17).
1 6 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

• Our society has rejected God’s wisdom in relation to both
self-discipline and the discipline of children, and we are reaping
the inevitable dire consequences; humanism has declared as illegal what the Bible declares is an expression of true love (18,
24)!
• It is sad to observe how foolish men persist in their rejection
of God’s offer of the blessing of life and prosperity, and choose
to follow the ways of the world (19-23, 25; cf Luke 13:34-35).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why do men continue in their foolish ways, reaping the
adverse consequences, instead of turning to God’s way and taking hold of His wonderful promises? What has sin actually
done to the human race? What is the only answer to this
dilemma?
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.
Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Casuarina Shopping Centre 9.30am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8945 7878.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains Primary School, Ellerstone
Ave. Worship Service & Sunday School
10.00am Evening service 6.00pm.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am (6.30pm 1st Sunday only.)
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL
Cr Bendooley & Wingecarribee St. 9.30am.
Kids’ Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday

Sess. Clrk: Mr Peter Boggs, (02) 4861 3079.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am, 10.30am
& 6.30pm. Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W),
(02) 9419 7349 (H).
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English 9am & 5pm / Cantonese 10.30am /
Mandarin 9am / Bilingual Service 12noon /
Sunday School 9am & 10:30am / Youth 9am.
Church Office (02) 9331 4459. Rev. David
Tsai (02) 9747 4845 or 0408 5516 606.
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CORNERSTONE
@ Concord: Meets Concord Public School
9.30 am. Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St.
Concord. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 9702 5281
@ North: Meets Eastwood Heights Public
School 9.30am. Lincoln Street, Eastwood.
Rev. C. S. Tang (02) 9688 7880.
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts. 9.00am, 10.30am &
6.30pm. Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9876 1188.

FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Jason Summers (02) 6557 5047
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sundays). Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Rev. Chris Balzer (02) 4822 2344
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am.
Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am.
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KOGARAH
Meets Carlton School of Arts – 9.30am.
2 Short Street.
Mr Steve Chong (02) 8012 6837 (H).
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.00am.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MITTAGONG
Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am. Sess Clrk
Mr David Hocking, (02) 4869 3118.
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
MOSS VALE
7 Browley St 9.30am & 6.00pm
Rev. Steve North (02) 4869 4795.
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NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am. Surfside: 7.00pm.
Stockton: 10.30am Wednesday.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
Asst: Rev. Jon Nuttall (02) 4928 3410.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAK HILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 10.00am.
1st Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRINGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
A. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188 (O).
Rev. Keith Walker (02) 4751 1188 (O).
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am Rev. David Hassan (02) 6765 2865.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,

G
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Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Rev. Keith King (02) 4784 1255
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba: Contact
Minister. Weethalle: Last Sunday 7.00pm.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Keith Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Ian Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Tony Johnson (03) 9527 3270.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 9.30am each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9307 6583.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
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CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Simon Crittle (03) 9833 6007.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
I.M. Rev. Dr Botrosdief (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Daid Brown (03) 9583 2785.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
CRANBOURNE/LYNDHURST
Cranbourne: Cnr Russel & Sladen Sts 10.00am
weekly. Lyndhurst: 214 Westernport Hwy
(entry frm Pyramid Pl) 2.00pm 2nd & 4th
Sunday of Mth. Mr Alex van der End
(03) 5995 6061. cranbourne.pcvic.org.au
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd & McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev Gerald Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03)
9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Mark Smith (03) 5625 4112.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. David Assender (03) 5249 5508.
Clerk: Mr J. R. Diffen (03) 5264 8080.
GISBORNE (St Andrew’s)
Fisher Street 10.30am & Evening service last
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Sunday of month 5.30pm (7.00pm Summer
daylight savings)
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Phone: (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. Rod Scott (03) 9763 4248.
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
2.00pm. Mr Wonil Kim 0412 748 681.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 5.30pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
5.15pm (Indonesian Service)
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
(03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery Sts.
2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Miles Fagan (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd.
11.00am & 7.30pm (every 2nd Sunday).
H. Missionary – Mr S. Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr J. Broad (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SORRENTO-RYE
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Avenue
11.00am. Rye: Cnr Collingwood & Lyons
Sts. 9.15am. 6.00pm.
Rev. John Brennan (03) 5985 6492
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &
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6.00pm. Rev. John Cho (03) 9311 1661.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.30am &
7.00pm. (O) (03) 5562 2029.
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Rev. Ben Johnson (03) 5561 3230.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
1363 Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
I.M. Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm.,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Don Kennedy (07) 5498 6253
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.

Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Gaius Goh (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
H. M. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333. Rev Peter Barson
(07) 3398 9823. Ass. Mr Jens Norved (07)
3396 1185. Japanese Service 11.30am.
Jack & Keiko Marshall (07) 5501 9220.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676. www.arundel.org.au
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Ray Evans (07) 5573 1458.
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5530 5758.
HELENSVALE (Northlinks)
1 Shepparton Road – 9.30am.
Rev. John Evans (07) 5580 1367.
HERVEY BAY
5 Denman’s Camp Road, Scarness. 9.30am
& 7.00pm. Rev. John Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Office: (07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 9.00am.
Pastor Ross Wilson (07) 3272 6265
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4622 1158
MAREEBA (Tablelands)
135 Walsh St. 9.00am.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
MAROOCHYDORE
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45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am
& 7.00pm. Rev. Peter Barber & Church
Office (07) 5443 7073.
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123
1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SHAILER PARK/CORNUBIA
99 Bromley St. Cornubia. 10.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Don Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 9.00am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts.,
11.00am.
Rev. B. J. Harrison (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd, 9.00am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 2987
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
Rev Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 7.45am,
9.30am & 5.45pm. Rev. R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4000 (H), (07) 4633 4188 (O).
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am. Wilston: Macgregor St.
10.15am. Newmarket: Wilmington St.
6.00pm. Rev. Stuart Atkinson (07) 3356 4124
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western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am & 5.00pm, Wednesday 12.30pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9319 2208 Off. (08) 9336 6572
MANDURAH
Cnr Sutton and Gibson St 10:00am
Rev. Paul Bloomfield (08) 9319 0706.
WEST LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
English & Japanese Service 1.00pm.
Rev. Steve Young (08) 9448 8755.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Rev. Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Nelson (Vic). Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Gall (08) 8762 1035.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)
9739 6490. Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
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WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 9.30am.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St,
The Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 5.30pm.
“The Philip Smith Centre”, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.30pm. 188 Macquarie St.
(03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am. Glengarry: 9.15am.
Frankford H’way. Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd
Sunday. Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard 9.30am
& 6.00pm. Clerk David Turner (03) 6247 7971.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Charlie Kennedy 0400 228 241.
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
Clerk: Steve Buckland (03) 6396 3213.

To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST
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Own goal.

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 14:1-12

THE POINT These verses are bracketed (1, 12) by two

expressions of a sad truth: we are our own worst enemy. We
can strive with much sincerity and commitment on the basis of
human wisdom, only to find that, in the end, all our efforts
have been in vain. This is behind Paul’s great concern for his
hell-bound fellow Jews who believed their heritage and good
deeds would get them to heaven (cf Romans 9:1-5; 10:1-4).
How important God’s wisdom is!
THE PARTICULARS

• Man living by his own rules wants nothing to do with God
(cf Genesis 3:6-8; Psalm 2:1-3; John 3:19-20); the man who
lives by God’s rules, however, will stand before Him in holy
awe (2).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Reflect on Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.

Counter-culture at work.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 14:13-24

THE POINT Consistent Christian witness can have a huge

impact on society.
THE PARTICULARS

• Our emotions are complex and not always easily understood;
it is important to remember this in our dealings with others
(13).
• All our actions have consequences, and we should not let our
appreciation of grace in the Gospel obscure this reality (14).
• There is something very stable and stabilising about godly
wisdom; our own society is fragile because of a tendency to
believe anything or to over-react when things go against us (1518).
• At present we are seeing around us too much of the triumph

PROVERBS 14:25-35

THE POINT God the Judge deals with whole nations as well

as individuals!
THE PARTICULARS

• We want our children and grandchildren to enjoy the benefits
and security of a just society; but this is only possible where
God is acknowledged and honoured as sovereign Lord and
where truth and honesty are accepted as absolutes (25-27). Our
own society is in danger of collapse under relativism and plea
bargaining!
• A generation ago Zero Population Growth was the crown of
human wisdom; today economic forecasts are gloomy because
of a shortage of future tax/fare/toll payers (28; cf Gen. 1:28)!
• As our society fails to honour God and trust His providence,

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church serious enough about its real function in society?

patience and contentment start to disappear and anger, violence
and greed threaten our future stability, and even viability (2930).
• God holds us responsible for the care of everyone/thing He
has made; we will be held accountable for global poverty (31,
35)!
• Only by trusting in God can we survive the consequences of
the rise of humanism among us; there even seems to be an
increasing awareness among unbelievers that He is our only
hope (32-33).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• As a nation, what specific sins might be our “disgrace” in
God’s eyes today (34)? What should we as Christians be
doing?

Practising the presence of God.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

of atheistic humanism, both actively and passively. We all need
to persevere and keep a “big picture” perspective (19; cf Psalm
37).
• Christians have an ideal opportunity to be counter-culture
salt and light by deliberately befriending the poor and refusing
to give undue attention to the rich and influential (20-21; cf
James 2:1-9).
• The “love/mercy-faithfulness/truth” combination (22) is a
good balanced diet, occurring together over 20 times in Psalms.
• Good, hard, honest work and foolish, empty, idle talk each
have their own reward in the real world (23-24)!

Righteousness exalts a nation.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

• Rejecting God only makes things worse for the sinner; coming to Him in repentance and faith brings healing (3, 9; cf 1
John 1:8-10).
• Failing to use wisely all the resources God has given us has a
positive feed-back effect (or in the case of the empty manger a
no feed back effect!) on the whole economy – a timely warning
(4).
• Further reminders/warnings of the danger of the tongue (58).
• Empathy is good, but rarely comprehensive or adequate (10).
• The wicked build fragile houses; the godly pitch solid tents
(11)!

PROVERBS 15:1-12

THE POINT Solomon urges us to practise the presence of

God always; his father had reminded us in Psalm 139 about
God’s omnipresence.
THE PARTICULARS

• Again we are reminded of the tongue’s power to bring peace
or stir up conflict, to heal or to hurt (1, 4). How we need to
learn to “bite our tongue”, to “forgive and forget”, instead of
wanting to have the last say, or demand an apology, or complain
to others!
• Paul warned the Ephesians (5:4) about how inappropriate it is
for Christians to have “obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking”
in their speech, but rather to use this gift for “speaking the
truth in love” and building each other up (4:15-16) and for

praise and thanksgiving (5:4, 19-20). Solomon had similar
advice (2, 4, 7).
• God is the Creator and Ruler of Time and Space: there is no
escaping His watchful eye – for anyone, anywhere, anytime (3,
11).
• The unteachable, incorrigible heart is without hope (5, 10,
12).
• Unless we are in a right relationship with God (ie through
faith in Jesus as Saviour – cf John 6:29; Acts 4:12) there’s nothing else that really matters or has relevance (cf Hebrews 11:6)
(6, 8-9).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In our compartmentalised daily lives, do we need to be more
aware of the actively interested presence of God in all we do?

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

September 2008 • 2 1

B

I

B

L

E

S

T

U

D Y

Right priorities.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 15:13-22

THE POINT God’s Word continually confronts us with two

ways to live.
THE PARTICULARS

• Our emotional state can affect every part of our being (13,
15).
• Jesus’ point in Luke 19:26 reflects the message of verses 14,
21.
• The fact that there is a Tenth Commandment is a reminder
that a significant aspect of our sinful nature is to long for things
that other people have (cf Ex. 20:17; Rom. 7:7-8). The whole
advertising industry can survive only because of this and sadly
our own society has taken the bait “hook, line and sinker”! As
Solomon predicted, our subsequent prosperity has not only

failed to bring happiness, it has brought “turmoil”, turning us
away from the “fear of the LORD” and/or producing in us
adversarial competitiveness instead of genuine, self-giving love
(16-17) ...
• ... and so increasing our “anger management” problems (18).
• Obstacles we meet in life can often be of our own making
(19).
• The choice we make, between walking in God’s ways or letting peer pressure draw us into the ways of the world, can have
a significant ongoing effect on our close family relationships
(20).
• It is always good to seek advice from mature Christians (22).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you made recent choices you need to re-evaluate today?

A timely word.

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 15:23-33

THE POINT There is a sense in which the wisdom of

Proverbs is just plain common sense. The problem is that our
sinful hearts are often blinded to the “big picture” and we make
unwise choices based on a desire for instant gratification without taking sufficient account of the long-term consequences.
We need the constant reminder that “the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.”
THE PARTICULARS

• The ability to communicate in words is a wonderful blessing
– it is the primary way God communicates with us through His
life-giving written Word (cf Ps. 19:7-11; 119:97-104). We
should always be seeking opportunities to speak “a timely

word” (23) – carefully considered (28), encouraging (30), given
humbly (33).
• God’s Word helps us to maintain a heavenward focus (24).
• God is intensely compassionate to those who humbly seek
His wisdom despite their low-standing in the eyes of men; but
He deals harshly with the arrogant and self-sufficient (25-26,
29).
• Some societies today have almost lost the ability to function
because of greed and corruption: it is not impossible that our
own society could be heading down the same slippery path
(27).
• The way of wisdom is to humble ourselves under God’s hand,
accepting His loving discipline (32-33; cf 3:11-12; 1 Pet. 5:6).

God’s way is best.

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 16:1-9

THE POINT In spite of all his own weaknesses and failings,

Solomon knew his God was absolute sovereign in all the affairs
of men, and that because of His faithfulness and forgiving love
He would work out His purposes for the blessing of His people, His Church, and for the honour of His holy name. God
wants us to have this same commitment to Him and express
this same dependence on Him.
THE PARTICULARS

• Man can plot and scheme all he likes, but the sovereign Lord
will always have the last word. Man might think he knows
what is best, and have the best of intentions, but even subconsciously, conditioned by his sinful environment more than he

realises, he can act with wrong motives. God uses all this to
carry out His own Plan, using even the wicked (eg Judas) to do
so! The wise man therefore submits to the Lord everything he
does (1-4, 7, 9).
• The day will come when every person must bow before the
Sovereign Lord: the proud who have continued to resist God’s
rule will bear the punishment they deserve (5); those who have
taken hold of His love/mercy and faithfulness/truth in Christ
as Saviour, whose sins have been atoned for in Him, will live
(6).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What changes might we expect to occur in our society if the
message of verse 8 were embraced by all as a guiding principle?

Good governance.

DAY 12

he asked only for wisdom to rule well (see 1 Kings 3:5-14). But
the riches God gave him became a stumblingblock for him.
We see him realising all this (16) as he reflects on his rule as
Israel’s most successful king. Yes, he had shown outstanding
wisdom and integrity in the administration of justice among
the people, and had thus shown that God’s way is best, but he
had also tasted how easy it is to be enticed from the “strait and
narrow” path by Satan’s subtle schemes. So it is with some
feeling that he passes on this advice.

submit to God’s rightful supreme authority over them (10-13).
• David spoke of the One True King’s wrath in Psalm 2 – anger
only appeased by “kiss[ing] the Son” and “tak[ing] refuge in
him” (Ps 2:12). This Son came to bring us life (John 10:10)
(14-15).
• God’s revealed truth is not just an ideology, a “philosophy of
life” – it is life itself! We must make it our well-worn track (17).
• Verses 18-22 depict a gentle softness and humility as the basis
for good governance, trusting the Lord in all things (cf Micah
6:8).

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Great blessing comes when rulers rule their people justly, and

• What can we learn from Solomon’s successes and failures?

THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 16:10-22

THE POINT God blessed Solomon with great wealth because
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PROVERBS 16:23-33

THE POINT How differently God has made us; what variety

there is in our personalities and temperaments. But the one
solid, constant thing is God Himself: He never changes, and
everything about Him is safe and reliable. Not only does He
fulfil His sovereign purposes in all things, but any pursuit that
leaves Him out is worthless.
THE PARTICULARS

• It is good to use the gift of speech to teach, encourage and
refresh others. But our lips must be inspired by a “wise” heart –
one that is always centred on, and directed by, God’s Word;
otherwise it will have the reverse effect (23-24, 27-28; cf Matt.
15:18)!
• Humanism will never work; though it may seem to achieve

D Y

many noble things, in the end it means nothing (25; cf Heb.
11:6).
• God has designed us in such a way that our needs/desires will
drive us to action. (This is an amazing mechanism, but sadly,
sin too easily prevents us from keeping it to healthy limits,
whether it be in the area of food, alcohol, possessions, sex, etc!)
(26).
• Peer pressure can be a very subtle and destructive thing (2930).
• It is good to be reminded that God is in full control, to leave
our worries and battles to Him, and to grow old gracefully (3133)!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Which aspects of your kaleidoscope do you need to work on?

Practical guideposts for life.

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

U

The kaleidoscope of life.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

T

PROVERBS 17:1-14

THE POINT Some very practical conscience prickers to keep

us on our toes.
THE PARTICULARS

• Family prosperity isn’t worth it if it results in dissension (1);
but harmonious godly families can be a wonderful blessing (6).
• Much of Jesus’ teaching against the Pharisees exegetes the
point made in verse 2 (cf eg Matt. 11:20-24; 21:33-46; 22:1-14).
• God’s testing of us is hard, but it produces gold (3; cf Job
23:10).
• Participating in gossip implicates us in the guilt of the sin (4).
• God will not tolerate the abuse of anyone made in His image
(5).
• Fools should be silent, but leaders must only speak the truth

(7).
• We need to be very careful of the power of greed and money
(8)!
• “Forgive and forget” is a good formula for happy relationships at home, at Church, and everywhere else (9, 13-14); but if
a rebuke is necessary, it should be given and received in a godly
way (10).
• Our fallen state, apart from God’s redeeming grace, puts us
in a very dangerous position: our passionately rebellious hearts
will eventually run into a holy God’s fierce judgement (11-12).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What impact are you seeing of God’s redeeming grace on
your rebellious heart? What are your friends and family seeing?

Snakes and doves.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 17:15-28

THE POINT Jesus warns us to be “as shrewd as snakes and as

innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). In real life we can be too
gullible or too harsh, too trusting or not trusting enough – in
business, in parenting, etc. These verses help us to weigh up the
pros and cons.
THE PARTICULARS

• God warns us against allowing the justice system to sink into
a plea-bargaining game in which people are seen as winners or
losers rather than found innocent or guilty (15, 26; cf also 23).
• Solomon chose wisdom over wealth (1 Kings 3), and then
sadly used his wealth in foolish ways: so he speaks with some
feeling about the need for vigilant wisdom and discernment (16)!

• Friendship is a great comfort in hard times, but it is not
always wise to be guarantor (17-18 cf 6:1-5; 11:15). (We need
to weigh this against Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5:42 and 7:6 in
each case).
• “Good fences make good neighbours”?? – sometimes not
(19-20)!
• A focus on compassionate, encouraging wisdom is the recipe
for a happy home with contented residents (21-22, 24-25).
• Again, the firm reminder that godly wisdom is about controlling the tongue (keeping it in check, not in cheek!) (27-28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can we discern true wisdom in tricky matters? (cf 3:56)

God or self?.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 18:1-12

THE POINT Jesus spoke about gaining the world yet losing

our soul (Mark 8:36), about seeking God’s Kingdom first
(Matthew 6:33) and the foolishness of failing to do so (Luke
12:13-21). The essence of sin is self-centredness instead of
God-centredness. Saul lost the kingship by doing what
seemed best to him, twice, instead of unquestioning obedience
to God’s revealed will (1 Samuel 13 and 15). These are the real
issues that Solomon is addressing here.
THE PARTICULARS

• The me-generation does its own thing, fashions its own religion, decides its own rules of morality, and suffers the consequences (1-3, 11-12a); by way of contrast, the “righteous” walk

humbly before the LORD (12b) and find their real security in
Him alone: His “name”, who He is, His character, His
covenant of grace (10).
• Those outside this covenant are eloquent with meaningless
talk that seems like a “choice morsel” but only gets them into
further trouble (6-8); by way of contrast is the refreshing, practical advice that flows from the depth of the wisdom of God’s
Word (4).
• Selfishness inevitably leads to ungodly partiality or bias (5) ...
• ... and laziness: failing to fulfil God’s creative purpose in us
(9).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How counter-culture are you striving to be in these matters?
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PROVERBS 18:13-24

THE POINT The centre of “heart” is “ear”; it is wise and good

to listen well!
THE PARTICULARS

• We must train ourselves in the art of listening; many problems arise because we don’t listen carefully and we speak prematurely (13), often with disastrous ramifications (19, 21a).
This applies especially to our relationship with God (cf Ecc.
5:1-2).
• God is Spirit: it is He alone who can sustain us in our troubles (14) as the one who sticks with us when our friends, and
even our relatives, desert us (24); we maintain a healthy relationship with Him, not by being arrogant and self-sufficient,
but simply by realising we are destitute sinners in need of His

The deceitfulness of riches.
PROVERBS 19:1-9

THE POINT We are again reminded of the dangers of riches

and the tongue.
THE PARTICULARS

• The Bible consistently reminds us that, although God desires
to bless His people richly, poverty is much better for our spiritual health and development. Where verse 1 has “fool” we
might have expected “rich man” for the sake of symmetry, but
perhaps God wants us to make this subtle inference ourselves
(cf Luke 12:13-21). What really counts in life is honesty and
integrity before Him.
• Nevertheless, it is a sad reality in a fallen world that poverty
often leaves us without friends (4, 6-7); however, the good
news is that by learning to depend on God alone we grow spiri-

tually (cf 18:23-24; 29:25; Ps. 118: 8; 146:3; 2 Cor. 8:9)!
• Furthermore, although it is always our own fault if His blessing of wealth becomes a snare to us leading to our ruin, we are
not slow in trying to load the blame on Him (3)! Our sinful
hearts accept God’s blessing without bothering to give Him
thanks, and then grumble about His providence when things
go belly-up.
• Zeal is only good if it is focussed in the right place (2, 8; cf
1:7).
• God is serious about the 9th Commandment (5, 9; cf Ex.
20:16).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How are you responding to God’s blessings/trials in your
life?

Good, balanced discipline.

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

D Y

mercy (23).
• We also express our utter dependence on God: by reading
His Word regularly and frequently to seek wisdom/knowledge
(15); and by trusting His divine providence for guidance rather
than letting disagreements spoil Christian fellowship (18-19).
• As ICAC well knows, there is a fine line between gifts and
bribes (cf 17:8, 23); but if our motives are honest and free of
self-interest, gifts can be good olive branches (16; cf 2 Cor.
9:15!).
• We shouldn’t judge without listening carefully to all sides
(17).
• Our speech has a big impact on the whole of our lives (2021).
• Many of us can testify to the truth and wisdom of verse 22!

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

U

Trusting and listening.

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

T

PROVERBS 19:10-19

THE POINT Increasing humanism is destroying our society

more effectively than we realise; these verses show us how to
be salt/light in it.
THE PARTICULARS

• God gives us quite different gifts to contribute appropriately
to the proper functioning of His Church (10; cf Rom. 12:3-8).
• God intends us to be wise in the right application of discipline. We should: not be too hasty/angry, but try to see the
problem in the best light (11); accept that God’s just rule needs
firm action, balanced by His refreshing grace (12); apply it consistently to our children and others under our care, otherwise
we are only contributing to their continued rebellion and final

demise (18-19).
• While diligence is important for our well-being (15), a focus
on material prosperity, earned or inherited, at the cost of healthy,
disciplined, stable relationships brings only strife (13-14, 16).
• If we recognise that we are only stewards under God, and not
the owners, of everything we are/have/do, we will not only
achieve more for the coming of His kingdom on earth (as we
pray in the Lord’s Prayer), but we will be more blessed as well
(17)!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there a close connection between our rejection of discipline and the increasing unhappiness and disintegration of family life?

Rules for bearers of God’s image.

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE
PROVERBS 19:20-29
THE POINT We can only be true to ourselves by walking in

God’s ways.
THE PARTICULARS

• Wisdom is more about listening than expert pontificating.
This is especially true of listening humbly to God’s Word (20,
27).
• Made in God’s image, we are to think and plan creatively, as
long as we remember that our Sovereign Lord has the last word
(21) and it is only in Him that we can rest content and secure
(23).
• Made in God’s image, we crave His quality of “faithful-lovingkindness-and-tender-mercy” (Hebrew “chesed”) (22a). It is the
opposite of falsehood/deception. Solomon makes the same point
in verse 22b as in verse 1, subtly equating wealth with lying!
2 4 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

• Cromwell’s word to his men, “Trust God and keep your
powder dry”, is a wise reminder that, while we must depend on
the Lord to supply all our needs, He does require us to do our
part (24).
• The wise thing to do with a rebuke is to listen, repent, and
make a genuine change in behaviour; even whipping a fool will
only inspire him to be shrewder in future and not get caught
(25, 29).
• God is serious about the 5th Commandment (26; cf Ex.
20:12).
• Without God’s grace man laughs at truth and thrives on evil
(28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do your family/friends/colleagues see Christ reflected in you?

September 2008
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Across
Australia
National prayer calendar

T

he General Assembly of Australia
Church and Nation Committee is again
preparing a four-week prayer calendar for
the month of October. Convener Rev.
Stefan Slucki is encouraging all congregations to take part in this time of focused
prayer by our national church for our
church and nation. It was originally a
prayer and fasting concept related to the
devastating drought, that continues for
some. The option of fasting is a more personal response.
Many have shared with the committee
the benefit they have found in this concerted prayer. It is of course an adjunct to
the daily prayer requests that are printed
in AP each month.
The committee chose October as it
culminates in Reformation Day on 31
October, and commends for personal
and/or public use. An electronic copy is
available on
www.canfederal.presbyterian.org.au.

Seminars encourage women

Tin heSydney
Presbyterian Theological Centre
hosted half-day seminars for
Christian women last month, aimed at
helping them live as women belonging to
God. The seminars, were titled Teaching,
Training and Women. Spokeswoman
Chris Quirk said strife, struggles and
stress were part of everyday lives.
“Together, with the Bible in our hands, we
can encourage, support and learn from
each other,” she said.
Participants chose from six different
electives: Depression and the Christian
Response; How to Manage Your Stress –
a Christian Perspective; Loving the
Unlovable; The Practicalities of
Forgiveness;
Valuable.
Lovable.
Beautiful... Me? and Living Faithfully in
All the Business of Life. Speakers included
UTS economics teacher and minister’s
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wife Susan Thorp, Presbyterian
Counselling Service consultant social
worker Liz Harris, minister’s wife and
mum Debbie Tattersall, Chris Quirk,
PLC Sydney Head of Religious
Education Cassandra Morphew, registered nurse and ministry worker Lynette
Nancarrow and research scientist Karen
Astles.

Drought relief

T

he Parish of Argyle (NSW) has
thanked the parishes and members who
generously donated to the recent drought
appeal coordinated by Ministry and
Mission. The parish received a grant from
the appeal.

Meller to lead NSW

N

SW Ministry and Mission superintendant Rev. Bruce Meller will be the
next moderator of the Presbyterian
Church of NSW after 270 commissioners
– 155 ministers and 115 elders – elected
him at the 2008 NSW General Assembly
at Stanwell Tops in July. The annual meeting of the “Parliament” of the Church was
held as a residential event for only the second time. Highlights included a cross-cultural dinner organised by Cross Cultural
Coordinator Mike Wilson, music groups
and six-a-side soccer teams.
The assembly congratulated Rev. A. R.
Beaton, J. F. Broadhead and E. Hammo
on the 50th anniversary of their ordination to the ministry and Mr W. McLeod,
elder at St Philip’s, Newcastle, on the
50th anniversary of his ordination to the
eldership. It gave thanks to God for the
faithful service of Rev. Dr Paul Logan
over 30 years as clerk and deputy clerk of
the assembly since 1978.

New names

T

he NSW assembly renamed the
Presbytery of Dubbo as the Presbytery of
the Central West; the Presbytery of the
Murrumbidgee the Presbytery of the
Riverina; and the Presbytery of Bathurst
the Presbytery of the Central Tablelands.

Report on candidates

TEducation
he assembly asked the Theological
Committee to produce a
report for the 2009 assembly reviewing
the content of the course of training for
candidates, in consultation with the
College Committee if necessary, including a survey of all ordained ministers in
NSW (with a particular focus on those
ordained in the past 10 years) regarding
their assessment of the match of their
course of training to their ministry role.
It also appointed a special committee
to develop an overview of present
women’s ministries and potential additional women’s ministries within the
church and to report to the Assembly in
2009 on mechanisms to support and integrate these ministries.
In other decisions, the assembly
renamed the General Mission Program
the Presbyterian Ministry Development
Program, appointed a strategic planning
committee to develop five-year and 10year strategic plans for the church, and
commended the Church and Nation
Committee for its significant work in
producing the Islamic brochures,
instructing Rev. M. K. Wilson to produce
a paper on Islam.

Moderator-General’s moves

IBenn
n August Moderator-General Robert
ministered to the members of the
Bathurst Presbytery; the Antioch
Koreans in Strathfield; the Hurstville
Indonesians at Earlwood; the Ashfield
congregations; took part in the funeral of
former missionary Joyce Williamson at
Woodford. Mr Benn attended the launch
of the Ministry Training for Women
program at the PTC in Sydney and the
PTC information night which drew a
group of about 60 people.
Mr Benn reported that he spent good
time with Dr Andrew McGowan in
Sydney [a week of teaching and the Ferrie
Lecture on Spurgeon], and met
Opposition Leader Dr Brendon Nelson,
who talked through his party’s position
on many ethical issues.
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Brigade turns 125

T

his year Boys’ Brigade celebrates its
125th year of operation. It has grown
from humble beginnings on 4 October
1883 at the Free Church Mission,
Glasgow, to an organisation with more
than 750,000 young people the world
over. The founder was William
Alexander Smith, a Sunday School
teacher and army reserve officer. It
reached Australia in 1890, opening in
Melbourne. The motto of Boys Brigade
is Sure and Stedfast.
The Boys Brigade is staffed by unpaid
officers with only a small core of full time
staff. The local unit is the Company, which
itself is part of the local church. Each company has three groups – Anchors (boys
aged five to seven), Juniors (eight to 11)
and Section 2 (12 to 18).
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Bowled endeavour

N

orth Sydney Leagues Bowling Club
was the venue for the 54th General
Assembly bowls tournament on 30 June.
Run by the Presbyterian Bowls Group,
which was inaugurated in 1955, the event
is held each year to mark the start of the
annual General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of NSW. It was
founded by Drummoyne minster Rev.
Gordon Kerry, Mosman Scots Kirk
minister Rev. John Gray Robertson and
Austinmer elder Hugh Ross.
Spokesman Doug Bennetts said the
day was about Christian fellowship, with
many lasting friendships created. “We
believe it is Australia’s only church bowls
combination,” he said. “The get together
is quite unique.”

50 years as elder

K

eith Pretty marked 50 years as an elder
within the Drouin (Vic.) parish on 27
July. At a recent service, Rev. Mark Smith
and Session Clerk Alan York presented
Keith with a certificate of appreciation on
behalf of the congregation. Keith continues as a very active elder within the local
parish and he has served on Presbyterian
Church of Victoria assembly committees
for many years.

Skipton appointment

O

n 4 July the Presbytery of Ballarat (Vic.)
ordained Rev. K. Hui Lim and inducted
him into the pastoral charge of SkiptonLismore. This was a significant occasion in
the life of both parish and presbytery.
Theological College principal Douglas
Milne preached. The church at Skipton was
blessed by the first evening service held for
many years with a packed church, including
the gallery. State Moderator Graham
Bradbeer also attended.

Around
the World
Priest cracks Charles Wesley code

A

n Anglican priest has finally cracked
the code Methodist co-founder Charles
Wesley used when writing about sensitive
matters in his diary some 250 years ago.
More than 1000 handwritten pages dating
from 1736 to 1756 have been deciphered
by Rev. Professor Kenneth Newport, pro
vice-chancellor for research and academic
development at Liverpool Hope
University.
The transcribed pages reveal the extent
of Charles’ anger with his brother, fellow
Methodist founder John Wesley, over the
latter’s plans to marry and disagreements
over a split from the Church of England.
Professor Newport has worked on the
diary pages for nine years, studying photocopies of the originals which are stored
at the John Rylands Library in
Manchester. The transcribed diary pages
will be published together with 9,000
never-before-seen poems and hymns.
Christian Today

Women preachers backed

M

ost American Presbyterians have
been part of a congregation that was led
by a woman in some capacity and most
have no preference over whether the person preaching in the pulpit is a man or a
woman, a survey has found.
At least 87% of members, elders and
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ministers of Presbyterian churches from
the PCUSA indicated they have “no
opinion” on whether they prefer a man
or a woman for most congregational
roles, such as a deacon, an elder or a committee chair. But when asked about the
gender of their pastor, a smaller majority,
at least 63%, said they have no preference, the latest Presbyterian Panel survey showed.
Among those who did express gender
preferences, 37% of members prefer a
man as pastor while only 1% prefer a
woman. In other findings, large majorities
of members and leaders agree that “as a
child I pictured God to be of male gender” and that “using male terms for God
seems natural to me”.
The survey is based on responses from
a questionnaire distributed in November
2007 to a representative sample of 5000
Presbyterians.
Christian Today

Egyptian attempts conversion

O
ne year after the first attempt by an
Egyptian Muslim convert to Christianity
to change his religious identity, another
convert on 4 August became the second
to make such a controversial legal request.
After 34 years of practicing Christianity,
56-year-old Maher Ahmad ElMo’otahssem Bellah El-Gohary filed a
case at the State Council Court on
Monday to replace the word “Muslim” on
his identification card with “Christian”.
El-Gohary is the second person raised
as a Muslim to make such an appeal to the
Egyptian government after Muhammad
Hegazy, who filed his case in August last.
A court then ruled it was against Islamic
law for a Muslim to leave Islam.
Compass Direct

Police kill couple

Adiedn Iranian
Christian couple in their 60s
last month from injuries sustained
when secret police raided a church service
hosted at their house and severely beat
them. Less than a week after Abbas
Amiri’s funeral, his wife died from similar
injuries and stress from her husband’s
death, according to Farsi Christian News
Network (FCNN). Police beat and
arrested Amiri on July 17, along with seven
other men, six women and two minors
who were attending the service. He died in
a hospital on July 30 from injuries sustained from the beating. His wife, Sakineh
Rahnama, died on 3 August.
Compass Direct

N

DNA finds gang rapists

Anofterevidence
a dubious forensics test indicating
of sexual assault, a second
DNA test links one of five men accused
of gang-raping a Bangladesh village pastor’s daughter to sperm found on her
clothing. Pastor Motilal Das of
Laksmipur village says he found his 13year-old daughter lying unconscious in
front of his house early in the morning of
2 May after five men from Mymensingh
district raped her. Villagers were upset at
his evangelistic efforts and had raped his
daughter, according to the pastor, in an
effort to drive him from the area.
DNA profiling expert Ahmed
Ferdous of the National Forensic DNA
Profiling Laboratory of Dhaka Medical
College Hospital told Compass the
results of the second test have been sent
to police and court officials. “The profile
matched in the test and the DNA report
turned out positive, which apparently
shows that the girl was raped or sexually
assaulted,” Ferdous said.
Villagers in Laksmipur believe relatives
of the accused men paid off the
Mymensingh Medical College Hospital
Forensic Department, which conducted
the first test, to conclude that there were
no signs of sexual assault.
Compass Direct

Malaysian Christian denied

AdeniedMalaysian
civil court last month
a woman’s appeal to renounce
Islam in favor of Christianity, highlighting the jurisdictional disputes in
Malaysia’s dual legal system. Lim Yoke
Khoon had filed a suit in her original ethnic Chinese name to renounce Islam and
embrace Christianity. In a 2-1 majority
ruling, the Shah Alam Court of Appeal
denied her case on a technicality that her
original name ceased to exist when she
converted to Islam and assumed a new
name.
Lim, 35, is reportedly expected to
appeal to the country’s top civil court. A
public forum to discuss such jurisdictional
disputes, in this case the dual court system’s effect on families of people who
convert to Islam, was scheduled for 9
August, but Muslim protesters succeeded
in halting it after only one hour.
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the United Arab Emirates-based Gulf
News. The victim frequently wrote on
various website blogs about her conversion from Islam. It is believed that she
turned to Christianity after being exposed
to its teachings on the internet and
through Christian media.
Writing under the nickname of
“Rania” just a couple of days before her
murder, the girl wrote that her family
members grew suspicious after she had a
religious discussion with them and her
brother found some of her Christian articles and a cross sign on her computer
screen. Her father is a member of the
Commission for Promotion of Virtue
and Prevention of Vice, a powerful
police unit commissioned to ensure the
good moral behaviour of the citizens of
Saudi Arabia.
“Many viewers in Saudi Arabia watch
our Christian TV programs,” said Arab
Vision’s international director. “We
know this because a number of them contact us, and like ‘Rania’ want to know
more about how they can follow Jesus
Christ. It is very humbling to see how
much they are willing to risk and sacrifice
for the Lord.”

Baptism site for pilgrims

A

Jordanian government project to
develop the site of Jesus’ baptism into a
global pilgrimage destination is making
major headway, with a Catholic church
already completed and six other churches
and monasteries in various stages of completion.

Jordan’s tourist authorities have made
headway in efforts to build the Baptism
Site, where Jesus was said to be baptised,
into a global pilgrimage destination.
“The infrastructure work for the
Russian Pilgrimage House, the Roman
Catholic Church on the east bank of the
Jordan River as well as the Greek
Orthodox monastery have been completed and others are on track as planned,”
Baptism Site Commission director Dia
Madani told the Jordan Times. At least
five more churches representing various
Christian denominations are set to be
established this year, including the
Coptic, Armenian, Syrian and
Ethiopian churches.
The site will be open 20 hours a day
and offer facilities for pilgrims who
choose to spend the night. Tourist arrivals
have already doubled to 108,000 in the
first seven months of this year.

Vietnamese Christians killed

Twereworecently
Degar (Montagnard) Christians
arrested and murdered in
Vietnam. The Degar are the indigenous
peoples of the Central Highlands of
Vietnam. According to a news release
from the Montagnard Foundation, YSong Nie, 24, and Y-Huang Nie, 23, were
returning to their village after having
taken part in a peaceful protest for the
release of three Christians who had been
arrested on 9 April.
The Montagnard Foundation reported
that on 14 April, the Vietnamese security
police arrested and then killed Y-Song Nie

Saudi butchers daughter

Ater and
Saudi man cut the tongue of his daughburned her to death for converting
to Christianity, according to a report by
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and Y-Huang Nie. Authorities reportedly
broke both of their legs, both their hands
and cracked their skulls. After murdering
them, the security police returned the
bodies to their family village and allegedly
admitted murdering Y-Song Nie and YHuang Nie. Both were married with children.
Assist
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ately were suspended once he told the
national executive that his cancer claims
were “untrue”.
“The national executive is taking this
matter very seriously and is awaiting the
results of medical tests before determining the full extent of the discipline that
will be imposed upon him,” vice president
Alun Davies said.
Adelaide Advertiser

Jeremiah enemy confirmed

On the
Agenda
‘Terminal’ pastor exposed
By Kim Wheatley

H

e preached to thousands about his terminal illness and tugged at hearts with a
hit song. The problem is the pastor wasn’t
dying at all.
Michael Guglielmucci, who inspired
hundreds of thousands of young
Christians with his terminal cancer “battle”, has been exposed as a fraud.
Guglielmucci, whose parents established Edge Church International, an
Assemblies of God church at
O’Halloran Hill in Adelaide’s southern
suburbs, now is seeking professional help.
Earlier this year, Mr Guglielmucci
released a hit song, Healer , which was featured on Sydney church Hillsong’s latest
album. The song debuted at No. 2 on the
ARIA charts.
It since has become an anthem of faith
for believers, many of whom are suffering
their own illness and were praying for a
miracle for Mr Guglielmucci, who has
claimed for two years to be terminally ill.
In one church performance that has
attracted 300,000 hits on YouTube, he performs his hit song with an oxygen tube in
his nose.
It appears Mr Guglielmucci, who was a
pastor with one of Australia’s biggest
youth churches, Planetshakers, may even
have deceived his own family.
“This news has come as a great shock
to everyone including, it seems, his own
wife and family,” Hillsong general manager George Aghajanian said in an email
to his congregation last month.
“Michael has confirmed that he is not
suffering with a terminal illness and is
seeking professional help in Adelaide with
the support of his family.”
The Australian Christian Church said
Mr Guglielmucci’s credentials immedi-

By Jenna Lyle

A

rchaeologists in Israel have discovered
a seal bearing the name of one of the enemies of the prophet Jeremiah. Gedaliah
the son of Pashur is mentioned in the
book of Jeremiah as one of those responsible for throwing the prophet into a
muddy cistern.
A seal bearing the name Gedaliah the
son of Pashur was discovered earlier this
year by archeologist Dr Eilat Mazar while
wet-sifting from debris found under a
tower at the north end of the City of
David, the original site of ancient
Jerusalem.
Dr Mazar began a dig in Jerusalem last
summer in order to repair a collapsing
tower. However underneath the tower
she discovered a mass of ancient pottery
and other artifacts. Dr Mazar concluded
after dating the objects that the tower
must have been built by Nehemiah, who
according to the Bible returned from exile
in Babylon with the Jews to rebuild the
temple and walls of Jerusalem.
Among the debris recovered on the dig
was the seal bearing Gedaliah’s name
which dated back to the reign of king
Zedekiah, a contemporary of the prophet
Jeremiah and the last king of Judah before
the city was destroyed by the
Babylonians.
Three years ago, Dr Mazar discovered
a similar seal with the name Jehucal the
son of Shelemiah, another of Jeremiah’s
enemies.
Dr Mazar told the Trumpet.com that
she believed the two seals were connected
somehow, “We found the bulla of Jehucal
inside the palace [of King David] structure. This time, we found the bulla of
Gedaliah outside the wall, just at the foot
of the same spot we found Jehucal.”
Dr Mazar added, “It’s not often that
such discoveries happen in which real figures of the past shake off the dust of history and so vividly revive the stories of the
Bible.”
Christian Today
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Yale declaration ‘flawed’
By Ethan Cole

Atheleading
ministry that works to support
persecuted church found parts of a
declaration recently adopted by Christian
and Muslim leaders troubling because it
did not emphasise the differences
between the two religions enough and
gave too much credit to Islam.
Barnabas Fund’s international
director, Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, a former
Muslim, says the inclusion of the Koranic
commandment to speak to Christian and
Jews (K 3:64) in the opening passage of
the “Final Declaration” of the Yale
Common Word Conference held last
month actually calls for the conversion of
Christians and Jews to Islam.
The opening passage also includes the
“ascribe no partner” phrase, which is a
Muslim critique of the Christian
doctrines of the Trinity and the deity of
Jesus, according to the Barnabas Fund. “It
seems that the implications of this verse
were not realised or discussed,”
commented Barnabas Fund in a reflection
on the declaration last month.
The declaration was made at the
conclusion of an eight-day conference at
Yale University that was in direct response
to a letter signed by 138 Muslim leaders
last autumn that called for peace between
Muslims and Christians.
Barnabas Fund raised several concerns
with the final declaration, including that
the document raises Islam, Muhammad
and the Koran to the same level as
Christianity. Other unclear parts in the
declaration state that “no Muslim or
Christian … should tolerate the
denigration or desecration of one
another’s sacred symbols, founding
figures, or places of worship.”
Barnabas Fund said that particular
statement needed further clarification
because orthodox Muslims consider it
blasphemy to say that Muhammad is not
a prophet, that the Koran is not divinely
inspired, or to invite a Muslim to
acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God.
The ministry further argued that the
declaration was unclear in what it meant
by “freedom of religion”. It did not
assert that individuals have the right to
choose, change and proclaim their
religion without fear of punishment, nor
did it effectively address the full
reciprocity of Christians freely sharing
Christianity and building churches on
Muslim lands.
Christian Post
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Much fruit
Only through the True Vine, connecting with Jesus, can we be fruitful.

hether you have been a
Christian for a week, or for
decades, God has a vision for
your life – He wants you to be
a fruitful person. This is what Jesus teaches
in John 15:1-8 – He is the True Vine and
we are branches, and that through close
union with Him, our life’s goal is to produce much fruit to the glory of God. On
the one hand, this is a simple and inspiring
picture of Christian discipleship, one that
even a child can grasp. On the other, it’s
mysterious. So what does it mean to
“remain in Jesus”?
To answer this question we must see
that Jesus identifies Himself in a very specific way. Jesus says, ‘I am the True Vine
and My Father is the Gardener.’ First-century Jews would have instantly realised
that He was saying something extremely
radical. Jesus was not inventing something new with the vine allegory. He was
appealing to an image deeply rooted in the
literature of the Old Testament and
ingrained in the Jewish mind.
In the Old Testament the vine is a
common symbol for Israel as the specially
chosen people of God. Many of these
passages which refer to Israel as God’s
vine are about God’s judgement on Israel
for her failure to bear fruit. Isaiah 5 is particularly telling because God laments the
fact that the vine He planted and cared for
bore wild grapes instead of good ones.
It is within this tradition that Jesus says
“I am the True Vine”. It is in contrast to
the failure of Israel to produce good fruit
that Jesus states that He is the True Vine
and that He will never fail to produce
good fruit. What Jesus means here is that
He is the True Israel. He is all that Israel
was meant to be but never was. He clearly
identifies himself as the one through
whom God’s plans for salvation and for
renewal of the world will come. And it is
those who belong to Jesus, who are “in”
Him, who constitute God’s true people.
By identifying himself as the True Israel,
Jesus introduces us to a profound way of
understanding His person and work. With
respect to the question of fruitfulness in
the Christian life, it is of importance in one
single respect. Jesus is the Vine that bears
fruit, not us. It is only as we are connected
to Jesus, as we obey His command to us to

W

Timothy
Smartt
“remain in Him”, that we will share in His
work of fruit-bearing.
What, then, are we to make of this
command “to remain”? What does it
mean to abide in Christ? I think that to
abide in Christ is to take seriously the fact
that we have a living relationship with the
risen Christ and that we personally own
His vision for our lives as one of fruitfulness. God has things He wants to do to

Either we
can remain in
union with
Him and bear
much fruit,
or else we do
not remain in
Him and do
nothing!
your character and deeds for you to perform, and when you abide in Christ you
also want to see God do these things in
and through you. So this passage deals
with how a Christian maintains a relationship with Jesus Christ.
It is at this point that Jesus presents us
with a stark contrast. Verse 5 tells us that
either we can remain in union with Him
and bear much fruit, or else we do not
remain in Him and do nothing! Jesus’
point is that a life of fruit bearing for God
is not a human possibility. It only comes
about through Christ’s work in and
through us. Our task is to remain in
Christ so that He can do this work in us.
We see this again in verse 4, “no branch
can bear fruit by itself ”. Jesus is the True
Vine which bears fruit; we are but the
branches. Ultimately it is the Vine which
bears the fruit, through the branches. This
passage emphasises that from beginning
to end God is a God of grace. Not only
have we been saved by grace, but we con-

tinue in the Christian life and bear fruit
through grace as well. We are dependent
upon His grace at all times.
Jesus also tells us that remaining in
Him is directly related to our attitude to
God’s word. Remaining in Christ is more
than some mystical experience or subjective feeling. In verse 7, Jesus changes the
formula from “remain in Me and I will
remain in you” to “remain in Me, and My
words will remain in you”. Again, in verse
10 He changes the formula from “remain
in Me and I in you” to “obey My commands, and you will remain in My love”.
This means that remaining in Jesus is
related to how we receive the Word of
God. This, in turn, indicates whether we
really prioritise our relationship with
Christ and His vision of fruitfulness for
our lives. We show that we are committed
to Christ by listening to His Words and
obeying them in all things and at all times.

O

ur attitude to God’s Word is so crucial that we must ask ourselves: “Is
the Word of God central in my life? Do I
approach it with a humble spirit, wanting
to be taught and changed? Am I hungry
for it?” This is not just a question of,
“How often do I read my Bible?” This is
a larger question of, “What is the Bible’s
role and place in my life, and how do I
approach it?” The Parable of the Sower in
Mark 4 tells us that when the Word of
God is heard it sometimes falls on deaf
ears, or ears that receive it but allow
“desires for other things” to supplant it.
James warns us about the danger of hearing the Word but forgetting it altogether.
These passages, along with John 15, force
us to ask the question: “What is our atti-

Visiting Ballarat?
Worship with us at Ebenezer
Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909
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tude to God’s Word and what importance
does it have in our lives?”
Since Christians can abide in Christ
through letting His words dwell in us
richly, so we can abide less and less in Him
by allowing false words to dwell in our
hearts. It’s worth asking the question:
“Am I more shaped by God’s Word, or by
the values of the world? Does Scripture
tell me what is real and true or does the
morning paper, the TV and the movies?”
This doesn’t mean that Christians
shouldn’t watch TV or read the papers;
however, we must be careful about whose
words have the most influence upon us –
Christ’s or the world’s.

W

hat then is the fruit that Jesus refers
to? It is simply everything that’s the
outcome of our dependence on the True
Vine. It’s the tangible consequences of
being united to Jesus in faith. It is everything that flows from having Jesus’ words
live in us. It’s the growth of genuine
Christ-like character that comes from
being connected to Him, to the point
where you can truly say with Paul, “It is
no longer I who live, but Christ who lives
in me” (Gal. 2:20) and that “to me, to live
is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). It is the fruit of the
Spirit in Galatians 5, “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,
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faithfulness, and self-control”.
So are you abiding in Christ?
As Christians it’s easy to get snared in
introspection. We see our own lives – the
sin and lack of growth – and become frustrated. We can slave away in one particular
area for a long time without seeming to
grow. However, this passage reminds us
that if you struggle with any particular
thing in your
Christian life – be
it love, joy, hope,
Remaining in holiness, prayer,
Him is more evangelism, genthan some erosity or anymystical thing else – then
experience or your real problem
subjective is not a lack of
feeling. It is specific fruits
such as love, joy
directly related and peace. Your
to our attitude real problem is
to God’s Word. the struggle you
are having with
abiding.
This is the bigger picture that Jesus
gives us in His teaching about union with
Him as the True Vine. There are certainly
times when we need to address the
absence of certain fruits in our lives.
Scripture gives us many commands to
watch ourselves and to consider specific

areas of our lives (1 Tim. 4:16). But here in
John 15 Jesus never addresses the issue of
individual fruit, nor does He give us any
unique commands about how to grow in
this or that fruit. Instead, He says that to
be fruitful we must be connected to Him.
And before we can develop in specific
areas of our character and ministries, we
need to address the larger issue of being
united to Jesus.
Trying to grow in one specific area of
our lives is always of secondary importance to Jesus’ primary command,
“Remain in Me”. While Jesus wants us to
be as fruitful as possible, the process
begins by dependence on Him. The Lord
is a God of grace and it’s only by living in
union with Him that we produce any fruit
at all. This is a liberating and comforting
truth. We can do amazing things by abiding in Christ! It leads to much fruit.
Unlike Israel who bore no fruit, Christ is
the True Vine who produces an abundance
of good fruit. To share in this fruit we
must remain in vital union with Him as
His branches.
Timothy Smartt is completing his honours
degree in philosophy at Sydney University.
He is an active member of the Evangelical
Union on the campus and attends Ashfield
ap
Presbyterian Church.

FROM THE MODERATOR – GENERAL IN REGARD TO
CHURCH PLANTING IN PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
‘The vigorous, continual planting of new congregations is the
single most crucial strategy for 1) the numerical growth of the
Body of Christ in any city, and 2) the continual corporate renewal
and revival of the existing churches in a city. Nothing else – not
crusades, outreach programmes, para-church ministries, growing mega-churches, congregational consulting, nor church
renewal processes – will have the consistent impact of dynamic,
extensive church planting.’ (T. Keller)
Perth is currently growing at an unprecedented rate. People are
moving to the Capital of Western Australia from all over Australia
and the world. The West Australian General Assembly has
developed a METRO-WIDE STRATEGY which seeks to respond to
this growth and has as a key component, the planting and establishment of at least five new congregations. The West Australian
General Assembly has declared that under the METRO-WIDE
STRATEGY, the next area for church extension work will be in the
Rockingham district, half an hour drive south of Fremantle on the
coast. The Presbyterian Church in Western Australia is marshalling its own resources to launch a new effort in church
planting but it also needs the help of the wider Presbyterian
Church in this great task. (More details on the METRO-WIDE
STRATEGY can be obtained from the Clerk of WA Assembly, Mr.
Glenn Muskett on 08-9339 9400 ceo@braemarhomes.com.au )
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I would invite you to pray especially for a
suitable church planter to be raised up
and for a suitable, committed and supportive core group to come together.
The 2007 General Assembly of Australia authorised the
Moderator-General to coordinate an annual appeal during 2008,
2009 and 2010 to raise funds from across the Presbyterian
Church of Australia to provide for the opening, staffing and
development of a new church planting congregation in metropolitan Perth. The new church (the Lord willing) in the Rockingham
district will be the recipient of the funds raised. Gifts can be sent
to ‘GAA WA Church Planting Appeal’ c/- PO Box 2196,
Strawberry Hills, NSW, 2012 with cheques made out to
‘Presbyterian Church Funds’. A covering letter should state that
the gift is for the ‘WA Church Planting Appeal’. The GAA WA
Church Planting Appeal will be placed before the Lord’s people
in our Church in a number of different forms.
Thank you for taking time to read this Communication. I would
ask that we work together to ensure a very generous response
to this call for gospel partnership with the Presbyterian Church
in Western Australia.
ROBERT BENN, Moderator-General
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should read. This work has just gone
to the top of my list.

Books
Ministry on My Mind

John Newton
Stratford-upon-Avon: The John Newton
Project, 2008.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his little book consists of the contemplations of John Newton in
1758 as he considered his call to the
pastoral ministry. It was a sobering and
not altogether encouraging year for
Newton. It was the year that he
preached his first sermon, in an independent chapel in Leeds, but he lost
his place, and could not finish the sermon. Then the Archbishop of York,
not surprisingly, refused his application
for ordination.
It was to be another six years before
Newton was actually ordained. He considered that any potential pastor must
have a real desire to promote the glory
of God and the salvation of souls, a
serious sense of the greatness and difficulty of the work, and a measure of
gifts suitable for the work.
Newton never really became a master preacher but he tried to think how
God thinks, and there is the wonderful value of his life and testimony. Here
is a man with quite an extraordinary
grasp of Scripture and with a deep
humility pervading his every thought.
There is not a trace of shallow thinking here as he struggles with various
issues to do with the work of the ministry. People have all sorts of suggestions as to what a potential minister

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Temptation Resisted and
Repulsed
John Owen
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2007
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

T

he Puritan Paperback series is one of
the best set of books the Banner of
Truth publishes. Good work is being done
by the steady appearance in this series of
various portions of the works and writings of John Owen in abridged and simplified form to help people read and
understand the teaching of a master biblical instructor.
Right from the start of this 1658 book,
Owen brings to bear an extraordinary
Christian mind as he deals with the teaching in a general sense of Matthew 26:41,
“Watch and pray so that you will not fall
into temptation”. Owen writes: “My purpose is to consider in these words a general principle that applies to all of Christ’s
disciples throughout all generations.
There are three things in Christ’s words:
1. The evil cautioned against – temptation.
2. The means by which it prevails – buy
our entering into it. 3. The way of pre-

venting it – watch and pray.”
There is much to learn here, not just
intellectually but for the personal spiritual
benefit of the reader.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots Kirk,
Fremantle.

Man Overboard!

Sinclair B. Ferguson
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2008.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

his punchy series of 11 studies on
the book of Jonah first appeared
back in 1981, and it is indeed good
news that, like Jonah himself, it has
resurfaced. Sinclair Ferguson manages
to be thorough and comprehensive
without being simplistic.
The main issues of the book are
raised, and dealt with in a way that is
succinct, memorable, and faithful to
Scripture. This work is highly recommended. For a preacher or a Bible
study leader, it will prove invaluable for
any study on Israel’s best-known recalcitrant prophet.

All books reviewed are available from the
Reformers Bookshop – Phone: (02) 9569
ap
9857 or visit www.reformers.com.au
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Letters
Celebrating Calvin

T

he Presbyterian Church of Victoria is
arranging celebrations for its 150th
anniversary next year, but is anything
being done to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin on 10 July
2009? It would be a good opportunity to
get together with our other Reformed
brethren for, say, a series of presentations
on Calvin’s theology, life and influence.
Perhaps we could publish an essay or
two on the Institutes of the Christian
Religion or get an orator to redeliver the
Stone Lectures? An article or two in AP
would be the least we can do.
Stephen McDonald,
Wodonga, Vic

Uncultured culture

I

attended a Mark Driscoll elders’ conference at Mars Hill Church in Seattle 2006
and was appreciative of some of Driscoll’s
insights and passion. In spite of this, I am
concerned that he has been invited to kick-
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start the next Aussie revival. Like other
beleaguered pastors attempting to revive
their sagging stocks in Australian spirituality, I am up for anything that works, but a
Driscoll make-over may be unwise.
Driscoll’s brand of fundamentalism has
sought to re-masculinise the church, in
the hope that ute-driving blokes (dudes)
would consider Jesus to be the kind of
bloke they would hang with. Driscoll’s
message is fundamentally contra-PC; he
doesn’t give a fig about what you think,
and he will angrily tell you. Driscoll
reminded me of a mildly converted Reg
Regan or Sam Newman, without the
humour. Driscoll’s manner was a concern,
but not more than his views.
As the conference was about eldership,
his views were mostly directed to the
choice and role of elders. On the positive
side, he believes elders should be competent fathers and pastors of their families.
On the negative side, he would not have a
single man on the Session, he insisted that
childless elders adopt children and he
would not have an elder who possessed a
lemon sweater (apparently cultured or
civilised men wear these); in short, only
“real men” need apply. Driscoll also made
the point that elders were required to do
“dude stuff ” together – like go to football
games and eat hot chicken wings.

“The Harvest is Plentiful but the Laborers are Few”
Matt. 9:37
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Moe is seeking a full time Minister
to lead a congregation of committed Christians who are spiritually strong
with a real trust in the Lord.
The parish is located in the rural township of Moe, in Gippsland within the
Latrobe Valley region. Sustained by a diverse and growing population, Moe and the
surrounding townships are well positioned, accessible to snowfields, national parks
and beaches and all within easy reach of Melbourne city.

Can you:
• Engage a rural and industrial population in the good news of the gospel,
• Build the church’s profile and engagement within the community,
• Work with a team to establish and build the Lord’s ministry vision and
strategy, instilling a strong biblical faith?

Do you:
• Want to be a valued member of a willing congregation committed to the
Lord’s work?
• Want an opportunity to preach the good news of the gospel?
If you answered yes to these challenges and opportunities
and wish to find out more about the position, please contact the Interim Moderator
Reverend Gary Stephens via telephone 03 5153 1669 or via email
gnstep@aapt.net.au to discuss the role further.

In the Lord we Trust
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Concerning the election of elders,
Driscoll reserves veto rights over any
nominee, who would have his personal
and church life scrutinised; specifically, his
tithing records would be examined and he
would be asked about his prowess and
regularity in the bedroom. He had a principal rule for elders: an elder is not to represent congregational concerns or critique
the pastor. Driscoll, using ambiguous jest,
warned: “If you come after me, they
won’t find your body.”
Let us look to heaven for our next
revival, even if it’s harder than to put
someone on a plane over.
Martin Spadaro,
Silvan, Victoria

Find the Guide

T

hank you for the July issue on
Guidance. This important subject seems
rather neglected from our pulpits, but is it
so daunting? If we could leave the starting
blocks of “justification by faith” and focus
on running the race – ie “living by faith” –
we would feel the need for Divine guidance, reasonably expect it, and grow in
capacity to recognise it.
True, to have “God’s Final (written)
Word” is a vast blessing, but it does need
to be rightly understood. It can be misunderstood or misused or even abused; by
ignorance or malice. Consider Jesus’
recorded temptations (Mt. 4); and the
twisted trials of many martyrs; and the
subversive teachings of Rome and many
sects. Your editorial rightly noted that
Scripture is to be “interpreted by the
Holy Spirit”. This is vital! The old hymn
rightly says of God “He walks with me
and He talks with me, Along life’s narrow
way” = the reality of “fellowship of the
Holy Spirit”.
Readers of Scottish descent might
know of the famous Tay Bridge disaster
in a violent wind in Decenber 1879. Neil
Macleod (NSW Moderator 1973) sometimes told of the minister who was travel-

L E

ling south to Edinburgh that day. He
powerfully felt God telling him to leave
the train at Dundee. He did so, and
watched the train crossing the long Tay
bridge and saw it all topple into the firth.
There were no survivors! Who could dispute his sense of Divine guidance, though
there is no Scripture about abandoning
trains in a gale.
There are comparable cases; so we
must always keep John 14 vv15-18 in
mind. God can and does personally and
directly guide those who trust Him. I
have known it myself, and rejoiced in the
resulting peace: but twice transgressed it –
by misapplied Scripture! – with disastrous
results.
Bernard Secombe,
Kilsyth,Vic.

New songs

W

hy do some people still sing only
psalms in the church? I love singing
psalms to beautiful music and regret that
there are so few psalms sung in the
church but I abhor the attitude that we
must sing only psalms and songs that are
recorded in Scripture to partake in true
worship.
There are 150 psalms and 10 songs
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recorded in Scripture, does anyone truly
believe that these will be the only ones
sung in heaven? Songs recorded in
Scripture are sung in grateful response to
divine interventions in the life of Israel,
such as the song of Miriam, Deborah and
Barack, Hezekiah, Mary, Zacharias,
Simeon. Do people who only sing
songs recorded in Scripture believe that
in response to the greatest of divine interventions the disciples were never led by
the Spirit to sing a new song to the Lord
as commanded (Is. 42:10)?
They continually praised and
blessed God in the temple after the resurrection (Lk. 24:53). Some would
say that those are the only songs we
should sing. Should we only pray the
prayers and preach the sermons recorded
in Scripture? God made man in His
image: creative. Compose and sing creative songs so that God may dwell
therein.
We are commanded to speak to ourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, making melody in our hearts to
the Lord (Eph. 5:19). Whatever song we
sing let us get that melody in our hearts,
and sing resurrection songs.
Neil Cadman,
NormanPark, Qld

Bad medicine

IAbortive
want to thank David Palmer for his article
Morality (AP, August) and all the
hard work he has done in opposing the
decriminalisation of abortion in Victoria.
Abortion is always bad medicine. A
doctor cannot cure by killing one of the
patients and very possibly injuring the
other one. When medical reasons are used
to justify abortion, there are usually much
better treatments that can be given, but
there is often not the will to use them.
The abortion industry is not a nasty
but necessary safety valve. Many
Australians do not like abortion, but they
want a way out if something happens to
them! If people knew even a small part of
what goes on behind the white coats and
closed doors they would be compelled to
do something.
Since the invention of the pill we have
been encouraged to be self-serving for
what children we have and when, instead
of depending on our Creator. There were
good methods that our grandparents used
that were dismissed. There has been little
thought about how we should honour
God in this area.
Jenny McDonald,
Wodonga, Vic.

At Th e Coa l face

GAA
Ch r i s t i a n
E d uc at i o n
R e s o u rce
C e ntr e
PTC Media,
684 Elgar Road,
Box Hill North 3129
Phone: 0400 880 515
Email:
ptcmedia@
presbyteriancollege.org
(Please make all
cheques payable
to the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria)

An introduction to
Presbyterian Eldership
$6.60
Including 5 studies on 1 Timothy

M a k i n g F r i e n ds
for Life
A workbook for friendship
evangelism
10 studies in Philippians
$8.50

The best selling

W e s tm i ns te r
Co n f e s s i o n
o f Fa i th f o r th e
2 1 s t C e nt u r y —
St u dy E d i t i o n
$15 + $3.50 pp —
prepared by DJW Milne,
Principal of PTC Melbourne.
Th e S i x Pack : for
Sessions/Bible study groups
6 copies for $100 posted

Visiting Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm.
Session Clerk: Mr Jack Adlawan
Phone: (03) 9808 7391 (Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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10 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Tumbarumba home mission station
NSW including Tumut with about 110
c&a, 10 yf and 4 e.
11 Peel charge (Mandurah) recently
received into the Presbytery of
Western Australia.
12 Cronulla charge with about 110 c&a,
40 yf and 5 e; Sydney Russell and
Therese Stark.
13 Presbytery of Central Coast NSW, 5
charges and 1 home mission station
totaling 6 congregations with about
735 c&a and 160 yf, 1 theological candidate, 6 retired ministers and 1 under
jurisdiction. Laurie Pye clerk.
14 Newcastle Samoan charge, New
Lambton, with about 70 c&a, 105 yf
and 13 e; Setu and Faasinoala Amosa.
15 Rob and Deb Mckerrall mission partners (APWM) workers from
Toowoomba with Australian
Indigenous Ministries ministering at
Aurukun after time at Alice Springs.
16 Cherrybrook charge northern Sydney
with about 65 c&a, 15 yf and 5 e;
Stephen Fong.
17 Patrick Fung and Jenny mission partners (APWM) workers from Sydney
Chinese Church in Singapore, general
director of Overseas Missionary
Fellowship.
18 Peter Barson in his new role as
Director of Home Ministry and
Christian Education, Queensland after
many years as senior Minister at
Creek Road.
19 Rowan mission partners (APWM)
worker from Parramatta City church,
Sydney in south Asia with Interserve
involved in electrical engineering.
20 Newcastle East charge comprising St
Philips and Stockton with about 130
c&a, 30 yf and 5 e; John and Louise
Mcintyre, Bec Copland and Jon and
Ruth Nuttall.
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SEPTEMBER 2008
21 Presbytery of Bendigo 4 charges and 3
home mission stations totaling 10
congregations with about 380 c&a
(communicants and adherents), 115 yf
(younger folk – Sunday School and
youth), 1 retired minister. Tony
Zirngast clerk.
22 Public lectures at University of Qld.
today and tomorrow by Prof. H. F.
Schaefer, Physical Chemist, Georgia
USA on Science and Christianity.
23 Rhondda and Rhys Hall mission partners (APWM) workers from
Castlemaine, Vic. and South Australia
in East Africa with Pioneers involved
in radio ministry.
24 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Blacktown East (Lalor Park) western
Sydney charge with about 115 c&a, 15
yf and 7 e (elders).
25 Richard and Linda Buchanan, mission
partners (APWM) workers from
Redcliffe, in Brisbane with Wycliffe
Bible Translators.
26 The pupils and staff of Scots School
Bathurst – Eric Bernard principal.
27 Michael Graham mission partners
(APWM) worker from South Yarra,
Melbourne in California working
among those drawn to eastern religions.
28 PWA leaders and branches in NSW.
29 Canterbury charge, Melbourne with
about 165 c&a, 45 yf and 3 e; Grant
and Anne Lawry and the Japanese
congregation with about 35 c&a, 7 yf
and 3 e.
30 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Bega home
mission station; NSW far south coast
with about 45 c&a, 10 yf and 7 e.

OCTOBER 2008
1 Women’s Be Creative camps
Queensland this weekend, and NSW
later.
2 Darwin with about 70 worshipers in
the dry season, and constant turnover
of members. Pray for the debt on the
new manse – Rob and Jeanette
Duncanson.
3 Presbytery of Brisbane 11 charges
totalling 17 congregations with about
1160 c&a and 640 yf, 1 deaconess, 1
missionary, 5 retired ministers and 2
under jurisdiction. Guido Kettniss
clerk.
3 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Gordonvale charge North Qld including Babinda with about 45 c&a, 20 yf
and 4 e .
4 Translations of Scripture into Tangoan
and Merai languages for Vanuatu by
members of Wycliffe Bible
Translators. (Jeff and Sue Batcock;
Adam and Hester Pike)
5 Gold Coast Korean charge Southport,
Ted Yoon, and Brisbane Korean
charge, Matthew Kim and Julie Kim.
6 Victorian General Assembly meeting
this week; Douglas Robertson moderator – John Wilson clerk – all officebearers teaching, fellowship debates
and decisions.
7 Camperdown charge Moderator Vic.
Including Terang and Garvoc with
about 60 c&a, 10 yf and 4 e; Bernie
and Maree Thomas.
8 Christian work among prisoners,
including that of chaplains such as
George and Min Lee, Ruth Owen,
Geoff Speding, Grant Vayne, Chris
Siriweera, Trevor Woodland, Wallace
Brown Tim Wilson and Shane Cassidy.
9 Graham and Irene Hayward mission
partners (APWM) workers from
Hurstville, Sydney with Wycliffe Bible
Translators involved in maintenance
and literacy at WBT headquarters.

PREZRA
School of
Theology
and PCA Ministries
Please COME OVER and HELP US
in Adelaide and South Australia
We need Ministers and Home Missionaries
to come to Churches without a Pastor who
will preach the Gospel, care for the flock
and reach out in Evangelism.
Otherwise, come to Adelaide and study at
the PREZRA School of Theology and get
equipped in the Bible and the Christian
Faith for Practical Christian service. Prepare
to become a Home Missionary, or a resident Supply Preacher, or a PCA Lay
Ministries Worker.
PREZRA courses are FREE. They include the
Australian College of Theology’s ThA
(Associate In Theology) and the Advanced
Diploma of Theology (ThL) Diplomas, as well
as the Home Missionary Certificate
(HMCertif) and PREZRA’s Certificate of
Biblical Studies for lay workers.
Contact: PREZRA / PCA Ministries
for 2007 Handbook:
Rev Dr Reg Mathews
regmathews@picknowl.com.au
(08) 83 95 78 41
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:
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Going astray
Misreading the Bible can lead people down some strange paths.

eople who claim to believe the
Bible can still manage to draw
false deductions from it. Over
the centuries there have been
some strange efforts in this regard.
Sometimes the result is almost amusing –
except that it is God’s Word that is being
mishandled. At times an argument which
contains a fair measure of truth can
lose much of its cogency because of
the misapplication of Scripture.
In telling us not to worry, Christ
points out that we cannot add a cubit
to our stature, which is usually taken
as a proverbial saying meaning that we
cannot add an hour to our lifespan
(Mt. 6:27). Tertullian, however, felt so
strongly against the stage and elaborate
apparel that he used the text to argue
against an actor wearing high shoes or
a woman wearing a wig.
Proverbs 16:33 tells us that “The lot
is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord”. That has sometimes been used as an argument against
the playing of games of chance, which
seems to be a somewhat heavy-handed
application of the Scripture. The lesson
would surely be that there is no such
thing as chance – the child who wins
the Snakes and Ladders game does so
under the sovereign will of the God
who ordains all things, even the apparently trivialities of this world such as
the death of a sparrow (Mt. 10:29). In
any case, the apostles cast lots to
choose Judas’ successor (Acts 1:23-26).
Salome’s dance in Mark 6:22 is
sometimes used as an argument against
all dancing, but Luke 15:25 might then
be used as an argument in its favour.
In reality, the context determines much
of the morality or otherwise of dancing. In early 19th century England, the
Duchess of Beaufort was suffering in
her conscience from having to go to
balls, the theatre and the races with the
Duke. She discussed this with Charles
Simeon who advised her: “What would
be wrong in one person, would not be
so in another; and what would be
wrong under some circumstances,
would not be so under other circumstances. What would be wrong if done

P

Peter
Barnes
from choice, might not be wrong if
done for fear of offending others, or
of casting a stumbling-block before
them, or with a view to win them.”
The Duchess decided not to go to the
theatre and the races, but to go to balls
if the Duke wished it.
Sometimes a rather silly literalism is
the problem. During the Reformation,
a fringe group of Anabaptists at St Gall
(or St Gallen) took to playing with
toys and babbling like babies
Origen, who because
the
was prone to gospel says that
interpret we must become
Scripture as little children
allegorically, to enter the
Kingdom
of
took this verse God (Matt.18:3).
too literally
Perhaps the
and castrated most intellectual
himself. of the early
Church Fathers,
was Origen of
Alexandria. However, when he read
what Christ said about being a eunuch
for the sake of the kingdom (Mt.
19:12) – meaning, of course, to remain
single (see 1 Cor. 7:7) – he, who was
prone to interpret Scripture allegorically, took this verse too literally and
castrated himself.
Bishop Reginald Pecock was imprisoned as a heretic in 1457 partly because
he debated with the Lollards in English,
not Latin. Pecock had told the Lollards
that “‘thou shalt not find expressly in
Holy Scripture, that the New Testament
should be written in English to laymen”.
On one level the argument is incontrovertible, but it is making a demand that
is rather more specific than the Scripture
can be expected to meet. The Bible does
set out the principle that only what we
can comprehend has the capacity to
edify us (1 Cor. 14:1-19) – which would
necessitate translations of the Scripture
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into the vernacular.
The effects of a false deduction can
be far-reaching. The fact that mothers
will suffer pain in childbearing (Gen.
3:16) is no more an argument against
the use of chloroform than the battle
with thorns and thistles is an argument
against the use of weed-killers (Gen.
3:18). The fact that Canaan is cursed
as the lowest of slaves (Gen. 9:25) is a
curse on the Canaanites, not the
negroes, as was claimed in circles with
a vested interest in the slave trade.
In 19th century Germany, Julius
Wellhausen interpreted Jeremiah 7:22 to
mean that there were no offerings in
the days of Moses. He then went on
to propound the so-called GrafWellhausen theory that the prophets
came before the law, and that the Old
Testament got this backwards. This
theory is so bizarre that only academia
could take it seriously.

T

he list goes on. When Paul says
that the overseer must be the husband of one wife (1 Tim.3:2), he is
probably not saying that he must be
married, but if he is married, he is only
to be married to one woman. The
“whoever” passages – for example, in
John 3:16 – do not disprove the doctrine of election. God knows who the
“whoever” are, but we are to call all and
sundry to repent and believe the gospel.
A popular one these days is the
claim that because we are unsure what
Paul means when he says that the
woman will be saved through the birth
of a child (1 Tim. 2:15), we are unsure
what he means when he says that a
woman is not to teach or have authority over a man (1 Tim. 2:11-12). If you
don’t like the reflection in the pool, I
suppose the obvious thing to do is
muddy the waters.
The Scripture is as a lamp shining
in a dark place (2 Pet. 1:19). By comparing Scripture with Scripture, we can
hopefully avoid false deductions that
we might be prone to make.

Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.

