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About a year ago I had a very anxious moment. I was at
the NSW General Assembly when I discovered that
my keys andwallet weremissing. I was sure that I had
put them inmy briefcase but a thorough search of the

bag turned up nothing. I even tipped out all its contents – still
nothing!
As my anxiety levels rose, I decided that I would have to

walk home. Before I left I contacted the clerk of the General
Assembly, Dr Paul Logan, in the hope that someone may
have found them. Alas, no one had. There was nothing left to
do but make my way home and cancel all my cards. Cashless
and keyless I set off onmy journeywhichmercifullywas only
twenty minutes away on foot.
When I got home I poured out my story of woe to my

wife. After she did a thorough search of the house and turned
up nothing, she looked in my bag. As she was feeling inside,
there seemed to be a lump which felt rather odd. Sure
enough, on further investigation, it turned out to be my wal-
let and keys. They had slipped through a seam in the lining
and had disappeared out of sight. Although I was unaware of
it, I had been carrying aroundmy keys andwallet all the time!
I had always had everything I needed in my bag even though
I was oblivious to the fact that they were there within my
reach.
Losing important things, even when they are right in front

of us, is a problem we all face. This is especially so when it
comes to the gospel. It’s not difficult for Christians to lose
the gospel in a practical sense, especially if we see it simply as
the means by which we enter the Christian life and nothing
more. On this view, the gospel is essentially for unbelievers.
However, as Paul makes clear, union with Christ lies at the
heart of the Christian life. Every believer is “in Christ”. And
being in Christ means being united with Him in His death,
burial, resurrection and ascension. These are the central
events of the gospel and successful Christian living begins
when we nourish ourselves in these truths.

Peter Hastie ap
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Jerry Bridges is a best-selling author
and a quietly spoken Bible teacher.
He lives with his wife, Jane, in
Colorado Springs, USA.

Throughout his career in Christian min-
istry, he has maintained a vital role in the
ministry of the Navigators.
Jerry is a prolific writer of evangelical

books. He draws much of his inspiration
from some of the finest literature of the
Reformation and Puritan periods. His
most popular title,The Pursuit of Holiness,
has sold more than a million copies. He
has written several other books, including
Trusting God, Transforming Grace, The
Discipline of Grace, The Practice of
Godliness and The Gospel for Real Life.
Chuck Colson says that this last-men-
tioned book “holds the message that the
church today desperately needs to hear.
For salvation, for our day-to-day walk
with God, for our eternal life with the
Lord, wemust learn to rely on the gospel”.
Jerry Bridges was recently in Sydney

on an Australian speaking tour. AP man-
aged to interview him on the important
subject of how Christians are meant to

nourish their life with God by constantly
appropriating the riches that are to be
found in the gospel of the crucified and
risen Saviour.

Jerry, why do so many believers,
including those who are deeply seri-
ous about their Christian commit-
ment, live “lives of quiet despera-
tion”?
I think it’s a reality that many sincere

Christians live with a vague sense of
God’s disapproval. They see that they are
not living up to their own standards, let
alone God’s standards, and because they
think that their relationship with God is
somehow “performance-related”, they’re
not sure that God is completely happy
with them. Themore committed they are,
the more serious they become about pur-
suing the Christian life. And this, in turn,

becomes a vicious circle in which they
have a vague sense that they are letting
God down continually. I know numbers
of Christians who feel that somehow they
will never make the grade with God
because they feel they are not living up to
what they want to be.

Are you suggesting that what many
Christians are facing is a lack of assur-
ance?
No, not necessarily. It’s not really a

lack of assurance about eternal life. They
believe quite sincerely that they are going
to heaven, but on the basis of their day-to-
day existence, they just feel that they can
never do enough to please God. I’m not
talking here about whether they are really
saved. I am sure that most of them are. I
am thinking more about their subjective
feelings. Perhaps it was best expressed to
me by a very dear Christian lady who I
regard as one of the most impressive
believers I know. She once said to me,
“Jerry, I know God loves me, but some-
times I don’t think He likes me.” She just
had this vague sense of God’s disapproval.

R E F L E C T I N G T H E C R O S S

Gospel life
Many Christians feel desperate. But eternal life starts now.

Jerry Bridges
talks to
Peter Hastie

4 • AU S TRAL I AN PR E S BY T ER I AN September 2007



AUSTRAL I AN PR E S BY T ER I AN September 2007 • 5

You say that the answer to this prob-
lem is to be found by “bathing your-
self in the gospel every day”. Can you
explain what you mean by this?
Sure. What I mean is “preach the

gospel to yourself every day”. I think we
need to go back and reaffirm the fact that
we stand before God in the imputed
righteousness of Christ, and not on the
basis of our own performance. I often
explain this to an audience by saying that
the moment you trust in Christ you are
justified and declared righteous. People
can understand that, because they have
this sense of forgiveness and freedom.
Then I go on to remind them that they
will have this same status in eternity. In
other words, even in eternity we will be
relying on the righteousness of Christ for
our acceptance before God.We will never
depend on our own personal righteous-
ness.
However, the problem is that between

the point of conversion and eternity
Christians assume that their relationship
with God is based on how well they live
their Christian lives. I know friends who
are tempted to feel that their standing
with God depends on whether they have
had their quiet time that morning, or
whether they have stumbled into some
sin, or something like that. So, their sub-
jective evaluation of their acceptance with
God is up and down, depending on how
they feel they have lived.

Is this sense of quiet desperation that
some believers feel only going to
intensify now that some scholars
within the evangelical community
are openly questioning the doctrine
of Christ’s imputed righteousness?
Yes, I believe it is. To deny the imputed

righteousness of Christ to believers leaves
us without much hope. The result of such
a view takes away the sense that our rela-
tionship with God is absolutely secure.
That’s why I came upwith the term “quiet
desperation”.

Do you find many Christians in that
situation?
Oh yes, all the time. In fact, the more

deeply committed they are to Christ the
more this is likely to be a problem to
them. Of course, there are lots of
Christians who simply want to get to
heaven and are not really interested in
going through the hard work of disciple-
ship and growth, so they don’t have this
sense of desperation. But it’s certainly an
issue for those who take their commit-
ment to Christ seriously.

Is one of the reasons why people
don’t truly appreciate God’s salvation
that they don’t fully understand the
riches they possess in Christ?
I think that most Christians think of

salvation purely in terms of the future.
That is, they want to go to heaven. They
tend not to think of salvation in terms of
what it canmean to them now. So, though
manyChristians live good and respectable
lives that are unencumbered with major
sins, in one sense they are no different
from unbelievers who try to live a decent
life too. The
spin-off of this
is that they have
little excitement
about the won-
der of the
Christian life,
and conse-
quently no grat-
itude to God
and no desire to
really serve
Him.

Many churches these days try to pre-
sent the gospel in a very positive light
while almost ignoring the bad news
about our sin. How has this affected
our understanding of the gospel?
Well, Paul says in Romans 1:16, “I am

not ashamed of the gospel, because it is
the power of God for the salvation of
everyone who believes.” The question is:
what does salvation imply? Surely it
means that we need to be saved from
something. What do we need to be saved
from? Well, two verses later in 1:18 Paul
goes on to say “for the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness”. So, we need to
be saved from the wrath of God. As my
friend R. C. Sproul says, we need to be
saved from God Himself.
Now because people do not have an

adequate sense of the gravity of sin, they
find it hard to appreciate the wrath of
God.Of course, if thewrath ofGod is not
something that really bothers you, then
salvation won’t be all that meaningful for
you. In fact, I have noticed that in some
churches, particularly the more seeker-
sensitive ones, the emphasis would be
more on the idea that salvation is not so
much from the wrath of God but from
our day-to-day problems.

So, how is this played out in church
life? How does it affect individuals?
Well, the problem in the evangelical

community in America is that we have

begun to define sin in terms of the big
sins: sexual immorality, abortion, homo-
sexuality, drug addiction – what we com-
monly associate with debauchery and
moral decadence. Naturally, there is no
dispute that these things are wrong and
offensive to God. However, we can
become so preoccupied in focusing upon
the more lurid sins out in the wider com-
munity that we fail to see our own sin. In
fact, instead of seeing our own sin we can
look down our noses in a self-righteous
kind of way at society as a whole. When
this happens we overlook our more subtle
sins, or what I sometimes call, “refined
sins”. I know that’s an oxymoron, but you
knowwhat I mean; I’m talking about self-
ishness, pride, jealousy, envy, gossip –
those kinds of things.

What do you think is the long-term
trajectory of identifying sinwith only
these more flagrant instances of it?
It’s difficult to assess. I’m not really a

social analyst. However, what really con-
cerns me is that we have led thousands of
people in America to think that they are
on their way to heaven, and that isn’t the
case at all. That’s my basic concern.
As I have already mentioned, when sin

subtly drops out of the picture as our
major problem, this allows us to present
the gospel in other ways. For instance, the
seeker-sensitive churches have picked up
on this and usually present the gospel in
terms of resolving personal problems:
“have a happier life”, “restore your failing
marriage”, “manage your money more
effectively”. My wife and I listened to a
sermon a couple of years ago at a church
where some of our relatives attend. The
interesting thing was that the message
could have easily been given at the Rotary
Clubmeeting. This was supposed to be an
evangelical church. However, its gospel
sounded more like “be optimistic about
life”.

Can you explain how the doctrine of
the cross actually arises out of the
character of God revealed in
Scripture?
Well, the cross brings together the jus-

tice and the mercy of God. It also reveals
God’s wrath and love. Our sin made the
cross necessary because God was not able
simply to sweep our sin under some cos-
mic rug. His justice and holiness require
Him to punish sin. I know there would be
an outcry today if a judge left violent
criminals unpunished. It would be a
tremendous miscarriage of justice.
However, people expect God to do just

We can become
so preoccupied
in focusing
upon the more
lurid sins in
the wider
community that
we fail to see
our own sin.
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that – to overlook their sin. So, the cross
reminds us of the justice of God and the
seriousness of sin.
At the same time, however, it also

speaks of God’s mercy. The real problem
is that if you eliminate the holiness and
wrath of God from your thought then
there is really no need for the cross. You
may be familiar with the book The Lost
Message of Jesus that came out of England.
Its basic message is that the only charac-
teristic of God is love. But if that is true,
then you have to ask yourself, “Why the
cross?” So, there is really no legitimate
explanation for the cross apart from the
bringing together of God’s righteous
wrath on one hand, and His merciful love
on the other. This, to me, is the beauty of
the cross because it magnifies all of God’s
character.

Paul makes it clear in his letter to the
Romans that the one thing we need
more than anything is the righteous-
ness of God.What does Paul mean by
this?
Well, I think Martin Luther correctly

interpreted Paul’s use of the term the
righteousness of God. He understood it
as that righteousness which God required
of him but which he could not possibly
provide. And that is why, when his supe-
rior asked him, “Martin, do you love
God?” he said, “Love God? I hate Him!”
At that time Luther sawGod as an ogre in
the sky, demanding something of him that
he could not attain. And then he had a
revelation (or should I say, an illumina-

tion), that the righteousness of God was
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, which
God gives to us through faith. And, as
you are well aware, there is now some
question today in evangelical circles over
whether or not that is what Paul meant.
Those who favour the so-called New

Perspective on Paul aremoving away from
Luther’s understanding of the righteous-
ness of God. The alternative is that the
righteousness of God refers to His own
righteousness whereby He is faithful to
His covenant. However, I am not con-

vinced that that is
what Paul had in
mind.
For example,

Paul says in
Romans 10:3
(ESV), “For
being ignorant of
the righteousness
that comes from
God, and seeking
to establish their
own, they did not
submit to God’s

righteousness. For Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to everyone who
believes.” I think anybody who looks at
this with an unbiased and straightforward
approach will say “Yes, this is the right-
eousness which God Himself provides.”
Paul says the same thing in Philippians
3:9, “that I may gain Christ and be found
in Him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that
which comes through faith in Christ – the
righteousness from God that depends on
faith”. So, I amwithMartin Luther on this
issue. In fact, I have been accused of being
a Lutheran, which is fine by me on that
score. I think it’s quite clear that the right-
eousness of God that Paul is presenting to
us is the righteousness which God
requires. However, it is also at the same
time the righteousness which Jesus
attained and has been imputed to us. So,
God not only requires righteousness in
His people but He also provides it to us
through faith in Christ.

Many evangelicals focus almost
exclusively on the death of Christ for
their sins as themessage of the gospel.
Are you suggesting that the life of
Jesus is equally important for our
grasp of salvation?
Well, let me answer that by using a

well-known play on the word “justifica-
tion”, which is often interpreted as “just as
if I had never sinned”. However, another
way of expressing that which captures the

other side of the coin is “just as if I had
always obeyed”. So, “just as if I had never
sinned” means that God has blotted out
my transgressions and wiped the slate
clean. But that just leaves me at zero, at
neutral; it doesn’t provide me with the
righteousness that I need to live in God’s
presence continually. For that I also need
the perfect righteousness of Christ.
Theologians call this the “active obedience
of Christ”. This means that we need to
understand Jesus as our representative
from birth right through to the resurrec-
tion. All that He did He did in our place.
So, he lived the life that we should have
lived but could not, and He also died the
death we deserved to die. And we need
both His forgiveness through His atone-
ment as well as His righteousness.
This is why I am really dismayed at the

current trend in America today, even
among so-called reputable evangelical the-
ologians, who are denying the imputation
of Christ’s positive righteousness. To me
this is mind-boggling.

What does the perfect righteousness
of Christ mean to you on a day-to-
day basis?
It means that in every area of my life

where I have failed, Christ has succeeded.
Letme share with you how this works out
in one of the areas ofmy life whereGod is
continuing to work for my sanctification.
It relates to my baggage, or more specifi-
cally, airline baggage. I occasionally lose
my bags when I am travelling. Some time
ago I had two back-to-back experiences,
both of which were rather traumatic. So
now,when I go to collectmybaggage I get
anxious; I never expect my bag to be
there.
Anyway, one night after this second

episode I said tomywife, “You know, I am
just an anxious person.”Well, for a person
who wrote the book Trusting God that’s
not a good thing to be. The next morning
in my time with God I happened to be
reading Matthew chapter 8. One of the
stories there is about the storm on the Sea
of Galilee when the disciples’ boat was
almost swamped. Jesus, as you know, was
asleep in the back of the boat. Now as I
read those words, I suddenly realised that
Jesuswas asleep during this crisis. The dis-
ciples were almost scared to death but
Jesus was asleep. So, I thought to myself,
“Why was Jesus asleep?” Of course, it
might be possible that he was asleep
because He was exhausted, but I think I
concluded that Jesus was asleep on that
occasion because He fully trusted God.
And then this thought came into my
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mind that Jesus was asleep in the boat for
me. And that wouldmean that asHe fully
trusted the Father in that particular situa-
tion, then I would receive the benefit of it
– I would receive His imputed righteous-
ness. So, that is what it means to me on a
day-to-day basis.

Sowhat do you say nowwhen you get
on a plane?
I just say “Lord, you are in charge,

without your will a bag cannot be lost”.

If God allows Christ to stand in the
place of sinners and bear their sins,
why doesn’t He allow Christ to do it
for everyone?
Well, it depends on your view of what

God intended to achieve through Christ’s
death. Personally, I am persuaded that
since believers are chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world and that God
has also foreordained our glorification, it
seems only logical that the sins thatChrist
bore inHis death upon the cross were the
sins of His people. At the same time,
however, I believe that the gospel invita-
tion is a universal invitation, “whoever
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved”. So I have no hesitation in preach-
ing to one and all and urging them to trust
Christ. You are either stuck with the offer
of universal salvation in which no one is
actually guaranteed that they will be
saved, or you are presented with an atone-
ment that does, in fact, save. If Christ
really did accomplish salvation for the
elect, and I know that’s not a very popular
doctrine these days, those are the only
choices that you really have.

The idea of God’s wrath is something
that many Christians shy away from.
Why is it important that we under-
stand it, and how is an appreciation of
God’s wrath essential for our under-
standing of the Gospel?
Well, the simple truth is that I am really

only going to appreciate the gospel to the
extent that I understand what I have been
saved from. If I find it hard to believe that
I really deserve thewrath ofGod, then the
gospel is not going to be very meaningful
to me. The problem is that most people
today do not believe that they deserve the
wrath of God. People do not think of
themselves as significant sinners.
Jane (my wife) and I were talking to a

lady who works with prisoners in the
Colorado prison system. I was sharing
with her the story of the sinful woman in
Luke 7 who came to anoint the feet of
Jesus. I reminded her that the woman was

forgiven because she had realised how sin-
ful she really was. When she anointed
Jesus’ feet it was out of gratitude for His
mercy to her. I recall saying to her how
difficult it was for many prisoners to
become Christians because so few of
them will admit that they are sinners and
that they deserve to be in jail. Yes, they
know that they’ve been convicted of
crimes like murder, rape and robbery, but
they’ve always got a reason for what
they’ve done. They find it impossible to
say, “I am a murderer, a thief and a rapist
and I deserve to be here”.
So, if criminals find it hard to admit

what is obvious, howmuch more difficult
is it for decent and upright people to
admit that they are sinners and deserve
the wrath of God? And, of course, if

upright people cannot see that they
deserve the wrath of God, then it should
come as no surprise that they cannot
appreciate their need for the cross. The
reason why that woman anointed the feet
of Jesus was because she had realised that
she was a sinner and had experienced His
forgiveness.

The word “propitiation” to describe
Christ’s death has been ridiculed by
numbers of scholars over the years.
What do we lose if we dispense with
this term altogether?
I think propitiation is one of the most

beautiful words in the Bible because it
assures me that God’s wrath has been
completely exhausted. Jesus in the
Garden of Gethsemane spoke of the cup:
“If it be possible, let this cup pass from
Me.” Now, the “cup” is obviously a
metaphor.WhenHe said thisHewas star-
ing into the cup of God’s wrath. Christ
had known for some years that this cup
was coming and now He realised the
moment was upon Him when He would
have to propitiate God’s wrath. I don’t
like the word “appeased” which is often
used as an alternative to propitiate.

“Appease” is the technical word that the
dictionary will give you. I think I don’t
like it at all because I can still remember
Neville Chamberlain appeasing Adolf
Hitler in Munich in 1939. I was just a
young boy at the time.
The word that I prefer to use to help

people to understand propitiation is the
word “exhaust”. Jesus exhausted the
wrath of God.He didn’t deflect the wrath
of God. He didn’t douse the wrath of
God in the same way a fire extinguisher
would douse a flame. Instead, He
absorbed the wrath of God in His own
person. The wrath ofGodwas poured out
in all its terrible fullness upon the Son of
God. This is the wrath that you and I
should have experienced. So, now that
Christ has borne God’s wrath for us, we
are delivered from the fear that we might
have to bear it ourselves. This explains
why forme the word “propitiation” is one
of the most beautiful words in the Bible.

What do we lose if we dispose of the
term propitiation?
Well, we will lose much of the wonder

and glory of the gospel. We will certainly
have less reason to be grateful to God.
And since gratitude is the prime motivat-
ing force for our pursuit of holiness, the
loss of the idea of propitiation will cer-
tainly have an adverse affect upon our
gratitude.

As you reflect on the wonder of the
gospel daily, what are some of the
helpful biblical images that reinforce
the notion that our sins have been
completely dealt with?
Oh, there are several. I’ll tell you a few

that I really like and are often inmymind.
I like Psalm 103:12: “As far as the east is
from the west, so far has He removed our
sin fromus.” I understand this text against
the background of Leviticus 16 where the
scapegoat is taken into the wilderness
never to return, bearing the sins of the
people. It’s a verse that reminds me that
my sins are completely removed.
I also like Isaiah 43:25: “He has blotted

out our transgressions; He will remember
our sins no more.” As somebody once
said to me, God not only wiped the slate
clean but He threw it away as well. He no
longer keeps score.
Micah 7:19 is a favourite of mine

because I am a formerNavyman, “He has
hurled our sins into the depths of the sea.”
I can relate to this verse very easily
because I remember oncewhen Iwas offi-
cer-in-charge bringing some soldiers back
on board the ship. As we were hauling
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to admit that
they are
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them up, the cable snapped and they were
dumped into the sea. Another favourite is
Hebrews 8:12: “He will remember our
iniquities nomore.” You know, there’s not
only the sin you commit but there’s also
the sinfulness of our hearts that must be
dealt with. God forgives not only our sin-
ful acts; He also cleanses us from our
inner corruption.
I guess one of my all-time favourites is

Isaiah 53:6: “We all, like sheep, have gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.” When you ask yourself,
why does God no longer count my sin
against me?, it’s because He has already
laid the burden and penalty of it on Jesus.
So those are some of my favourite verses.

How important is Scripture memory
in helping you to rejoice in the
gospel?
Well, you can’t rejoice in the gospel if

you don’t know it. So, the fact that I can
quote a number of Bible verses that take
me to the very heart of the gospel is an
indication of the importance of Scripture
memory. Memorising Scripture is an
important Christian discipline and should
include not only the indicative of what
God has done for me through Christ but
also the imperatives of the moral will of
God. The Scripture texts that I learn
should not only remind me of the gra-
cious things that God has accomplished
for me through Christ, but they should
also help me to know how I am meant to
respond to God out of a grateful heart.
You can separate these two elements – the
indicative and the imperative – but learn-
ing texts that relate to both is crucial for
our growth into maturity.

How do we get faith? Is it simply an
intellectual response to the gospel or
does something more need to hap-
pen?
Faith is a gift of God and arises out of

the work of the Holy Spirit. It is a result
of the new birth. Many Christians make
the mistake of thinking that the new birth
is the result of our faith. However, the
opposite is true. We receive the gift of
faith as a result of the new birth; it is the
first act of the new life that we have in
Christ. So, the Spirit of God sovereignly
works in our lives and creates life, and the
first expression of that life is to trust
Christ.

Once we realise that faith is a gift
fromGod, how should this condition
our response to non-Christians?

Well, it means that we should pray con-
fidently for the salvation of people. IfGod
can renew a person’s life and give them
faith, thenwe have reason to be optimistic
that God can work in people’s lives in
ways that we might not expect.
Incidentally, this doesn’t mean that I can
say, “I believe that God is going to save
Joe Smith”, because I don’t know what
God’s plan is for Joe Smith’s life.
However, I can pray for Joe Smith
because I know that he is not beyond the
sovereign power of God.
This is very personal to me because I

have some relatives who, humanly speak-
ing, give the impression that they will
never accept Christ. In fact, one of them
is totally antagonistic to God. He is very
dear to me. So what hope do I have for

him? Well, I have the hope that God’s
Spirit has sovereign power to convey life
to whomever He chooses. So this gives
me confidence in prayer – not that I can
be totally sure that God is going to save
any particular individual – but that no
individual is beyondHis reach and power.

How can a Christian be sure that he
or she has eternal life? Some
Christians claim that such assurance
is simply not possible. Is that the
case?
Well, it’s certainly possible to be

assured of eternal life. Some people think
you can be saved and then lose your salva-
tion, which means that they don’t have
any assurance at all about their relation-
ship with God.
I believe the Bible gives us three means

of assurance. First of all, we have God’s
promise of salvation. When we believe
this promise that “whoever calls upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved” we
should be assured of our salvation if we
are really trusting in it. Again, Jesus says
that “All that the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I
will not turn away” (John 6:37). So, a per-
son who has some doubts about his salva-

tion can say, “Lord Jesus, I come to you.
You said that you will never turn me away
if I do”. So, the first ground of assurance
is found in the promises of God.
The second basis for our assurance is

found in the witness of the Holy Spirit.
Paul says: “The Spirit Himself bears wit-
ness with our spirit that we are the chil-
dren of God” (Rom. 8:16). While this is a
subjective thing, it is nonetheless a very
real thing. I first came to Christ when I
was 18, having grown up in a Christian
family. I was riding a bit on the coat tails
of my parents, so to speak. When I asked
Christ to be my Saviour, immediately I
had the witness of the Holy Spirit in my
heart and I knew that something powerful
had happened tome. I was born again and
had become a Christian.
Then, of course, there is the third basis

of assurancewhich the apostle John devel-
ops at length in his first letter.He reminds
us that if we have a genuine faith then we
will find certain evidences of spiritual life
in us such as our love for fellow believers
and our desire to seek righteousness. If we
are trulyChristians then there ought to be
some signs within us of a fundamental
change in our orientation towards sin and
righteousness.

What effect should the gospel have
on our characters? Should we expect
to see quite deep and genuine
changes?
There are two aspects of a Christian’s

sanctification. The first of these is referred
to as definitive sanctification. This is a
sovereign and gracious work of the Holy
Spirit inwhichHe changes us by taking us
out of the kingdom of darkness and plac-
ing us into the kingdomofChrist. It takes
place when we are born again. It means
that we have died to the dominion of sin.
Paul talks about this definitive sanctifica-
tion in Romans 6. It always results in a
fundamental change. Obviously, we all
come into our Christian life with the bag-
gage of our past. This baggage is some-
times referred to as besetting sins, or what
I call persistent sin patterns, these kinds of
things.
Then there is progressive sanctifica-

tion, where we begin to grow and start to
deal with these sins in our lives. This
involves both the subtle sins as well as the
gross sins. As we grow progressively in
likeness to Christ we will begin to see in
our lives what Paul refers to as the fruit of
the Spirit in Galatians 5. All true
Christians undergo this change to varying
degrees. A person cannot be justified
without definitive sanctification; it’s
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absolutely essential. It’s a package deal
that goes with our acceptance with God.
However, progressive sanctification is
something which takes place over time
and is more obvious in some people than
in others.

Why is that?
Well, for a couple of reasons. First of

all, as I think ofmyself I realise that I came
from a Christian family, so I hadn’t
learned too many bad habits. On the out-
side I was a very good citizen. I think part
of my motivation in living like that was
that Iwanted to prove tomyself that Iwas
a Christian. So, when I came to Christ I
didn’t have to stop some really gross sins;
instead, I had to deal with what I would
call refined sins. So, therewasn’t really any
big outward change in my life. In fact, the
only observable change was that I began
to read my Bible, which I had never done
before. I have a friend, more of an
acquaintance I suppose, who before he
became a Christian used to stop at a top-
less bar every night on his way home.
However, on the day he became a
Christian he stopped doing it. No one
told him to stop; he just knew he should.
He knew what was right and wrong and
the Spirit was convicting him of sin. So,
the amount of observable change that
takes place in a person’s life is to an extent
dependent on the nature of their past life
and habits.

What does Paul mean when he says
“we are dead to sin”?
That’s a good question. It’s a question

I wrestled with for a long time, until I
stumbled across Martyn Lloyd-Jones
commentary on Romans 6. I discovered
there that being dead to sinmeans that we
are dead to the dominion of sin. This
means that we have to consciously reckon
ourselves to be dead to the claims of sin.
There is an idea in some Christian circles
that says that Christians can be dead even
to the temptations of sin. People who
teach this will often explain it by saying
that if you are dead you are completely
unresponsive to the temptations of sin.
They say: “If you kick a corpse then it
won’t respond because it’s dead. And so,
if you are dead to sin, when temptation
comes you won’t even feel it.” So when
you experience temptation they say, “you
are responding to temptations because
you don’t really believe”. So, to go back to
the simple answer to the question, to be
dead to sin means to have died to the
dominion of sin.

And finally, how are we meant to
undergo our transformation into
holiness of life? To what extent does
it depend onus, towhat extent does it
depend on God?
All the moral commands in the New

Testament assume our responsibility,
otherwise they wouldn’t be commands,
even when they are not couched in an
imperative gram-
matical structure
such as when
Paul says in
Romans 8:13, “If
you through the
Spirit put to
death the sinful-
ness of the body,
you will live.”
Notice his
phrase, “If you
through the
Spirit put to
death…” So in
Paul’s mind I have the responsibility to
put to death the sinfulness of the body,
but I do it in dependence upon the Holy
Spirit. It is the Spirit who enables me to
do it. I think the pursuit of sanctification
is probably best described as a sincere

desire and an earnest effort to grow in
Christ. This desire is an intense and
earnest one to be more holy and Christ-
like.
But there has to be this effort to grow,

to do my part, to study the word of God,
to repent of my sins, to make decisions to
resist temptation, those kinds of things.
So, I have a responsibility to pursue holi-
ness, but at the same time I am absolutely
dependent on theHoly Spirit. I like to use
an illustration which is really derived from
the teaching of the old Puritan, John
Owen.Owen stressed that notwithstand-
ing the fact that we have been given the
principle of new life, we are still con-
stantly dependent on the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps I can best illustrate this by
reminding you of how an electric shaver
works. A shaver, as you know, has within
its case a little motor which causes the
blades to oscillate and do their work.
However, that motor has no power of its
own, absolutely none. If it is to work, it
has to be plugged into the power point to
get the electricity. So, in effect, Owen is
saying that even though we have a new
principle of life at work within us, that
principle is dependent upon the Holy
Spirit to operate. ap
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Throughout my 63 years as an
evangelical believer, the penal sub-
stitutionary understanding of the
cross of Christ has been a flash-

point of controversy and division among
Protestants. It was so before my time, in
the bitter parting of ways between conser-
vative and liberal evangelicals in the
Church of England, and between the
Inter-Varsity Fellowship (now UCCF)
and Student Christian Movement (SCM)
in the student world.
It remains so, as liberalism keeps rein-

venting itself and luring evangelicals away
from their heritage. Since one’s belief
about the atonement is bound up with
one’s belief about the character of God,
the terms of the gospel and theChristian’s
inner life, the intensity of the debate is
understandable. If one view is right, oth-
ers are more or less wrong, and the defin-
ition of Christianity itself comes to be at
stake.
Evangelical theologian J. Gresham

Machen, dying, cabled a colleague: “I am
so thankful for the active obedience
(righteousness) of Christ. No hope with-
out it.” As I grow old, I want to tell every-
one who will listen: “I am so thankful for
the penal substitutionary death of Christ.
No hope without it.” That is where I
come fromnow as I attempt this brief vin-
dication of the best part of the best news
that the world has ever heard.

It is impossible to focus the atonement
properly until the biblical mode of

Trinitarian and incarnational thought
about Jesus Christ is embraced. The
Trinitarian principle is that the three dis-
tinct persons within the divine unity, the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, always work
inseparably together, as in creation, so in
providence and in every aspect of the
work of redemption.
The incarnational principle is that

when the Son took to himself all the pow-
ers and capacities for experience that
belong to human nature, and began to live
through his human body, mind and iden-
tity, his sense of being the Father’s Son
was unaffected, and he knew and did his
Father’s will, aided by the Spirit, at all
times. It was with his own will and his
own love mirroring the Father’s, there-

fore, that he took the place of human sin-
ners exposed to divine judgement and laid
down His life as a sacrifice for them,
entering fully into the state and experi-
ence of death that was due to them.
Then He rose from death to reign by

the Father’s appointment in the kingdom
of God. From His throne he sent the
Spirit to induce faith inHimself and in the
saving work He had done, to communi-
cate forgiveness and pardon, justification
and adoption, to the penitent, and to unite

all believers to Himself to share His risen
life in foretaste of the full life of heaven
that is to come.
Since all this was planned by the holy

Three in their eternal solidarity of mutual
love, and since the Father’s central pur-
pose in it all was and is to glorify and exalt
the Son as Saviour and Head of a new
humanity, smarty-pants notions like
“divine child abuse”, as a comment on the
cross, are supremely silly, and as irrelevant
and wrong as they could possibly be.
As in all the Creator’s interacting with

the created order, there is here an element
of transcendent mystery, comparable to
fog in the distance hanging around a land-
scape, which the rising sun has effectively
cleared for our view. What is stated above
is clearly revealed inGod’s ownwitness to
Himself in the Bible, and somust be given
the status of non-negotiable fact.
Again, the atonement cannot be

focused properly where the biblical view
of God’s justice as one facet of His holi-

ness, and of human wilfulness as the root
of our racial, communal and personal sin-
fulness and guilt, is not grasped. Justice, as
Aristotle said long ago, is essentially giv-
ing everyone their due, and whatever
moreGod’s justice (righteousness)means
in the Bible, it certainly starts here, with
retribution for wrongdoing.We see this as
early as Genesis 3, and as late as
Revelation 22:18-19, and consistently in
between. God’s mercy to guilty sinners is
framed by His holy hostility (wrath)
against their sins.

Human nature is radically twisted into
an instinctive yet deliberate and

ineradicable habit of God-defying or
God-denying self-service, so that God’s
requirement of perfect love to Himself
and others is permanently beyond our
reach, and falling short of God’s standard
marks our lives every day. What is due to
us from God is condemnation and rejec-
tion.
The built-in function of the human

mind that we call conscience tells every-
one, uncomfortably, that when we have
misbehaved we ought to suffer for it, and
to that extent conscience is truly the voice
of God.
Both Testaments, then, confirm that

judicial retribution fromGod awaits those
whose sins are not covered by a substitu-
tionary sacrifice: in the Old Testament,
the sacrifice of an animal; in the New
Testament, the sacrifice of Christ.
He, the holy Son of God in sinless

human flesh, has endured what Calvin
called “the pains of a condemned and lost
person” so that we, trusting Him as our
Saviour and Lord, might receive pardon
for the past and a new life inHim andwith
Him for the present and future. Tellingly,
Paul, having announced “the redemption
that is inChrist Jesus, whomGodput for-
ward as a propitiation (i.e. wrath-
quencher) byHis blood, to be received by
faith”, goes on to say: “This was ... to
show His righteousness at the present
time, so that Hemight be just and the jus-
tifier of the one who has faith in Jesus”
(Rom. 3:25-26, my emphasis). Just justifi-
cation – justified justification – through
the doing of justice in penal substitution,
is integral to the message of the gospel.
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Penal substitution, therefore, will not
be focused properly till it is recognised
that God’s redemptive love must not be
conceived – misconceived, rather – as
somehow triumphing and displacing
God’s retributive justice, as if theCreator-
Judge simply decided to let bygones be
bygones. The measure of God’s holy love
for us is that “while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” and that “He ... did not
spare His own Son but gave Him up for
us all” (Rom. 5:8; 8:32). Evidently there
was no alternative to paying that price if
we were to be saved, so the Son, at the
Father’s behest “through the eternal
Spirit” (Hebrews 9:14), paid it. Thus God
“set aside ... the record of debt that stood
against us, nailing it to the cross” (Col.
2:14).
Had we been among the watchers at

Calvary, we should have seen, nailed to the
cross, Pilate’s notice of Jesus’ alleged
crime. But if, by faith, we look back to
Calvary from where we now are, what we
see is the list of our own unpaid debts of
obedience to God, for which Christ paid
the penalty in our place. Paul, having him-
self learned to do this, testified: “The life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave him-
self for me” (Gal. 2:20).

This text starts to show us how faith in
Christ our penal substitute should be

shaping our lives today; which will be my
final point for reflection. Thirty years ago
Iwrote an analysis of insights basic to per-
sonal religion that faith in Christ as one’s
penal substitute yields. Since I cannot
improve on it, I cite it as it stands.
1. God, inDenney’s phrase, “condones

nothing”, but judges all sin as it deserves,
which Scripture affirms, and my con-
science confirms, to be right.
2. My sins merit ultimate penal suffer-

ing and rejection from God’s presence
(conscience also affirms this), and noth-
ing I do can blot them out.
3. The penalty due to me for my sins,

whatever it was, was paid for me by Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, in His death on
the cross.
4. Because this is so, I through faith in

Him am made “the righteousness of God
inHim”, i.e. I am justified; pardon, accep-
tance and sonship (toGod) becomemine.
5. Christ’s death for me is my sole

ground of hope before God. “If He ful-
filled not justice, I must; if He underwent
not wrath, I must to eternity” (John
Owen).
6. My faith in Christ is God’s own gift

tome, given in virtue of Christ’s death for

me: i.e. the cross procured it.
7. Christ’s death for me guarantees my

preservation to glory.
8. Christ’s death for me is the measure

and pledge of the love of the Father and
Son to me.
9. Christ’s death for me calls and con-

strainsme to trust, toworship, to love and
to serve.
(Cited from

Tyndale Bulletin
25, 1974, pp. 42-
43)
Only where

these nine truths
have taken root
and grow in the
heart will anyone
be fully alive to
God.
A lawyer, hav-

ing completed his
argument, may declare that here he rests
his case. I, having surveyed the penal sub-
stitutionary sacrifice ofChrist afresh, now
reaffirm that here I rest my hope. So, I
believe, will all truly faithful believers.
In recent years, great strides in biblical

theology and contemporary canonical
exegesis have brought new precision to
our grasp of the Bible’s overall story of
how God’s plan to bless Israel, and
through Israel the world, came to its cli-

max in and through Christ. But I do not
see how it can be denied that each New
Testament book, whatever other job it
may be doing, has in view, one way or
another, Luther’s primary question:
“How may a weak, perverse and guilty
sinner find a gracious God?”. Nor can it
be denied that real Christianity only really
starts when that discovery is made. And
to the extent that modern developments,
by filling our horizonwith the greatmeta-
narrative, distract us from pursuing
Luther’s question in personal terms, they
hinder as well as help in our appreciation
of the gospel.
The church of which student move-

ments like UCCF seem to me to be a
key part is, and will always be, at its
healthiest when every Christian can line
up with every other Christian to sing P.
P. Bliss’s simple words, which really say
it all:
Bearing shame and scoffing rude
In my place condemned he stood,
Sealed my pardon with his blood -
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!

This article is reproduced with permission
from UCCF. It first appeared in their sup-
porters’ magazine, NB News, July-
September 2007. For further information
about UCCF’s ministry to students go to
www.uccf.org.uk. ap
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J. Gresham Machen was a leader of the
Presbyterian Church in theUnited States in
the first half of the 20th century. He was
regarded as the “first Protestant minister in
the nation” and stood out against the
creeping liberalism of the period. On his
deathbed at the age of 55 he dictated a
telegram to a fellow professor of theology,
JohnMurray, “I’m so thankful for the active
obedience of Christ. No hope without it.”
The article below is an edited transcript of a
radio address that he gave two weeks before
he died.

Recently, in outlining the biblical
teaching about the work of
Christ in satisfying for us the
claims of God’s law, I said

nothing about one very important part of
that work. I pointed out that Christ by
His death in our place on the cross paid
the just penalty of our sin, but I said
nothing of another thing that He did for
us. I said nothing about what Christ did
for us by His active obedience to God’s
law. It is very important that we should fill
out that part of the outline before we go
one step further.
Suppose Christ had merely paid the

just penalty of the law that was resting
upon us for our sin, and had done nothing
more than that; where would we then be?
Well, I think we can say – if indeed it is

legitimate to separate one part of thework
of Christ even in thought from the rest –
that if Christ had merely paid the penalty
of sin for us and had done nothing more,
we should be at best back in the situation
in which Adam found himself when God
placed him under the covenant of works.
That covenant of works was a

probation. If Adam kept the law of God
for a certain period, he was to have eternal
life. If he disobeyed he was to have death.
Well, he disobeyed, and the penalty of
death was inflicted upon him and his
posterity. Then Christ by His death on
the cross paid that penalty for those
whom God had chosen. Well and good.
But if that were all that Christ did for us,
do you not see that we should be back in
just the situation in which Adam was
before he sinned?
The penalty of his sinning would have

been removed from us because it had all
been paid byChrist. But for the future the
attainment of eternal life would have been
dependent upon our perfect obedience to
the law of God. We should simply have

been back in the probation again.
Moreover, we should have been back in
that probation in a verymuch less hopeful
way than that in which Adam was
originally placed in it.
Everythingwas inAdam’s favour when

he was placed in the probation. He had
been created in knowledge, righteousness
and holiness. He had been created
positively good. Yet despite all that, he fell.
How much more likely would we be to
fall – nay, how certain to fall – if all that
Christ had done for us were merely to
remove from us the guilt of past sin,
leaving it then to our own efforts to win
the reward which God has pronounced
upon perfect obedience!
But I really must decline to speculate

any further about what might have been if
Christ had done something less for us
than that which He has actually done. As
a matter of fact, He has not merely paid
the penalty of Adam’s first sin, and the
penalty of the sins which we individually
have committed, but also He has
positively merited for us eternal life.

He was, in other words, our
representative both in penalty paying

and in probation keeping. He paid the
penalty of sin for us, and He stood the
probation for us. That is the reason why
those who have been saved by the Lord
Jesus Christ are in a far more blessed
condition than was Adam before he fell.
Adam before he fell was righteous in the
sight of God, but he was still under the
possibility of becoming unrighteous.
Those who have been saved by the Lord
Jesus Christ not only are righteous in the
sight of God but they are beyond the
possibility of becoming unrighteous.
In their case, the probation is over. It is

not over because they have stood it
successfully. It is not over because they
have themselves earned the reward of
assured blessedness which God promised
on condition of perfect obedience. But it
is over because Christ has stood it for
them; it is over becauseChrist hasmerited
for them the reward by His perfect
obedience to God’s law.
I think I can make the matter plain if I

imagine a dialogue between the law of
God and a sinful man saved by grace.
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“Man,” says the law of God, “have you
obeyed my commands?” “No,” says the
sinner saved by grace. “I have disobeyed
them, not only in the person of my
representative, Adam, in his first sin, but
also in that I myself have sinned in
thought, word and deed.” “Well, then,
sinner,” says the law of God, “have you
paid the penalty which I pronounced
upon disobedience?” “No,” says the
sinner, “I have not paid the penalty
myself; but Christ has paid it for me. He
was my representative when He died
there on the cross. Hence, so far as the
penalty is concerned, I am clear.”
“Well, then, sinner,” says the law of

God, “how about the conditions which
God has pronounced for the attainment
of assured blessedness? Have you stood
the test? Have you merited eternal life by
perfect obedience during the period of
probation?” “No,” says the sinner, “I have
notmerited eternal life bymy own perfect
obedience. God knows, and my own
conscience knows, that even after I
became a Christian I have sinned in
thought, word and deed. But although I
have not merited eternal life by any
obedience of my own, Christ has merited
it for me by His perfect obedience. He
was not forHimself subject to the law.No
obedience was required of Him for
Himself, since He was Lord of all. That
obedience, then, which He rendered to
the law when He was on earth was
rendered by Him as my representative. I
have no righteousness of my own, but
clad in Christ’s perfect righteousness,
imputed tome and received by faith alone,
I can glory in the fact that so far as I am
concerned the probation has been kept
and, as God is true, there awaits me the
glorious reward which Christ thus earned
for me.”

Such, put in bald, simple form, is the
dialogue between every Christian and

the law of God. How gloriously complete
is the salvation wrought for us by Christ.
Christ paid the penalty, and He merited
the reward. Those are the two great things
that He has done for us. Theologians are
accustomed to distinguish those two parts
of the saving work of Christ by calling
one of them His passive obedience and
the other of them His active obedience.
By His passive obedience – that is, by
suffering in our stead – He paid the
penalty for us; by His active obedience –
that is, by doing what the law of God
required – He has merited for us the
reward.
I like that terminology well enough. I

think it does set forth as well as can be
done in human language the two aspects
of Christ’s work. And yet a danger lurks
in it if it leads us to think that one of the
two parts of Christ’s work can be
separated from the other. How shall we
distinguishChrist’s active obedience from
His passive obedience? Shall we say that
He accomplished His active obedience by
His life and accomplished His passive
obedience byHis death?No, that will not
do at all. During everymoment ofHis life

upon earth Christ was engaged in His
passive obedience. It was all for Him
humiliation, was it not? It was all
suffering. It was all part ofHis payment of
the penalty of sin.
On the other hand, we cannot say that

His death was passive obedience and not
active obedience. On the contrary, His
death was the crown of His active
obedience. It was the crown of that

obedience to the law of God by whichHe
merited eternal life for those whom He
came to save.
Do you not see, then, what the true

state of the case is? Christ’s active
obedience and His passive obedience are
not two divisions of His work, some of
the events of His earthly life being His
active obedience and other events of His
life beingHis passive obedience; but every
event of His life was both active
obedience and passive obedience. Every
event of His life was a part of His
payment of the penalty of sin, and every
event ofHis life was a part of that glorious
keeping of the law of God by which He
earned for His people the reward of
eternal life. The two aspects of His work,
in other words, are inextricably
intertwined. Neither was performed apart
from the other. Together they constitute
the wonderful, full salvation which was
wrought for us by Christ our Redeemer.
We can put it briefly by saying that Christ
took our place with respect to the law of
God. He paid for us the law’s penalty, and
He obeyed for us the law’s commands.
He saved us from hell, and He earned for
us our entrance into heaven. All that we
have, then, we owe untoHim. There is no
blessing that we have in this world or the
next for which we should not give Christ
thanks.

This broadcast is an edited excerpt from
God Transcendent by J. Gresham Machen
(Banner of Truth, 1982). ap
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Evangelical Christianity now offers
heaven on the installment plan.
Through a magical kind of faith
we can take advantage of a

spiritual layby plan. We can sell the gospel
on a 90-day payment system. The future
can be ours, now.
How does this legerdemain work?

With the proper formula, the new magic
brings the rabbit out of the hat without
the use of mirrors. It is the “name it and
claim it” gambit, a ploy that evenHoudini
failed to grasp. If we name it and claim it
we can have heaven and all its benefits
now. Before we die. Before Christ comes.
Before the kingdom is consummated.
Recently I went to my orthopedic

surgeon armed with the hope that
somehow I could find relief from
degenerative arthritis. He checked my
knees, my shoulders, and my spine and
concluded, “All you need is ... a brand new
body!” I thought to myself, “Where can I
go to get a new body?” I almost said to
my doctor, “You know, I have an
appointment in heaven. When I get there
Iwill receive a newbody.A glorified body.
A bodywith no arthritis. No bones spurs.
No aching joints and creaking bones. My
new body will be like Jesus’ resurrected
body.”
Until then, however, I must endure the

daily disintegration of the body I have. In
heaven I will be able to walk to the first
tee, take out a ball and club, and swing
with a fluid motion without spending
several minutes stretching and bending to
limber up. In heaven (which surely has

beautiful golf courses), I won’t have to
carry a bottle of Absorbine Junior in my
golf bag.
In themeantime I race the clock in this

mortal body that seems unable to defeat
the curse of the Fall. I age. I ache. I move
inexorably toward the graveyard where

these arthritic
bones will
someday be laid
to rest.
E v e r y

Christian who
has lived on the
earth for the first
1800 years of
Christian history
has died. St
Augustine’s body
wore out.
Thomas Aquinas
succumbed to

disease. Martin Luther endured countless
physical infirmities before he died. Calvin
was stricken. Edwards was afflicted.None
of the saints of history ever managed to
“name it and claim it” until they got to
heaven.
Some TV preachers offer the secret the

saints all missed. They tell us that God
always wills healing. Instant cures for all
diseases, all sin, all poverty can be ours for
the asking and the claiming. All we have
to do is claim the promises. Buy now. Pay
later.
They tell us that God never takes

anyone’s life. He helplessly wrings his
celestial hands while his faithless servants
succumb to the ravages of Mother
Nature. Mother Nature is nasty. She kills
everybody. She is the most ruthless
murderer of all time. She kills men,
women, and children. She strikes with
accidents, wars, and diseases. And Satan is
her chief henchman. Nature coupled with
the devil makes Murder, Inc. seem like a
benevolent charity.
But, we hear, “healing is in the

atonement”. And of course it is. So is
sanctification. The final result of our
Lord’s atonement will be total freedom
from sin and its consequences. In heaven
we are promised no pain, no suffering, no
death, no sin. God will wipe away our
tears once and for all.
I remember the tender moments inmy

childhood when I scraped my knee and
went bawling to my mother. I clutched
her apron as she stooped over and kissed
away my tears. Her touch on my cheeks
ended my sobs.
Now, when my grandson gets hurt, he

cries and says, “I need ice-cube.” A cold
cube of ice on the sore spot makes
everything better. Until the next time.
Then another ice cube is required. I made
many trips to my mother’s apron. She
could stopmy tears, but not forever. I still
cry. My tears will not cease until God
wipes them away in heaven. Then they
will vanish. My tear ducts will find use
only for the tears of ecstasy.

God promises me a new body. He
guarantees a life without pain. But

not now. Now he promises me the
opposite. He tells me that in the world I
will have tribulation. God promises no
man freedom from pain and suffering in
this world. There is no way to grasp
heaven in advance. There is no “buy now,
pay later” plan of salvation.
God promises us his presence in the

midst of pain. He promises us his
comfort. But until the last enemy is finally
and fully destroyed, wemustwalk in faith.
We have hope. We have the certainty of a
glorious future. But there is no magic.
There is a reason why God forbids the

consultation of wizards and
fortunetellers. He abhors ungodly magic.
We have a future. But it is not ours until
the time he has appointed comes to pass.
The wizards promise the future now. It is
grasping at the promise of God before its
time.
Faith without patience is an insult to

the Lord of history. I’ll get my new body,
but not yet.

This article was originally published in
Eternity Magazine, January 1987. ap
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Buy now, pay later
There are no short cuts in the Kingdom.

R. C.
Sproul

R E F L E C T I O N

In heaven, my
tear ducts will
find use only
for the tears
of ecstasy.
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E V A N G E L I S MB I B L E S T U D Y

There are three significant issues raised in
the ten psalms we are looking at this
month: (i) the problem of God’s providence
where the wicked seem to prosper while the

godly feel forgotten and unheard by the just God
who declares His love for them; (ii) the problem of
God’s covenant people, His church, never seeming to
get it right, never learning from their mistakes,
always incurring His wrath but depending on His
mercy to survive; and (iii) the foreshadowing of a
promised Messiah King who will provide a frame-
work in which we can make sense out of the first
problem, and who will Himself be the only solution
to the second. In fact, these psalms help us to see
how much we need a Saviour, how much we need a
gospel that speaks of salvation by grace alone, how
dependant we are on a sovereign God who remains
faithful to the covenant He has made with His
church and who provides us with the Saviour – His
Son whom He loves.

All of this should inspire, lead, and enable us to live
holy lives devoted to Him. But sadly, as we read
through the psalms, we find that we too struggle
with the things Israel struggled with. We are slow
learners, especially when it comes to history! Let us
keep in mind the warning Paul wrote to the church
in Corinth: “Now these things occurred as examples
to us to keep us from setting our hearts on evil
things as they did... These things happened to them
as examples and were written down as warnings for
us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come.
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful
that you don’t fall.” (1 Cor. 10:6, 11)

Bruce Christian�

Still
struggling

20 daily Bible studies in

Psalms 69-78
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B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE PSALM 69:1-12
THE POINT At times we can feel totally overwhelmed by our
circumstances; we have “gone under”, and are still sinking ...
helpless. But let us take heart; we’re not alone in this: both
David and, by inference from the direct quoting of this psalm
in John 15:25, 2:17, Romans 15:3, 11:9-10 and Acts 1:20, Jesus
have shared this experience, as have many other saints (cf Job
30:19, Jeremiah 38:6, Jonah 2).
THE PARTICULARS
• God understands our times of feeling insecure (1-2). It is
good to remember that there is a firm Rock on which we can
stand when everything else around us is giving way (cf 40:2; 1
Peter 2:4-8).
• Even a man of David’s spiritual stature had times of feeling

that God had deserted him (3; cf Job 23:8-9 ... but read on to vs
10!).
• That God allows gross and costly injustice against us to con-
tinue unchecked is hard to come to grips with (4; but cf Psalms
37, 73).
• Times of despair are useful reminders of our sinfulness before
a holy God (5), and its possible effect on others in His Church
(6).
• David’s taste of rejection by kith and kin because of his zeal for
God foreshadowed Christ’s suffering (7-12; cf John 1:10-11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
•What specific parts of this psalm find fulfilment in Christ?
How does it help us to know Christ suffered thus (cf Heb.
5:15)?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 69:13-28
THE POINT From the depths of his suffering and persecution
David prays; God’s favour and blessing, His love and mercy,
His redemption and salvation, is all that really matters to him.
The insults of his enemies, rather than turn him from his God,
drive him to Him.
THE PARTICULARS
• David’s great confidence in prayer is based on God’s
covenant favour bestowed specifically on those He loves and
saves (13).
• David knows his situation has gone beyond a human solu-
tion; only his God can rescue him – and He will because of His
redeeming love and mercy. This is a good picture of the
predicament we are in because of our sin, and from which only

Christ can save; we are all helpless; it is all of grace (14-18; cf
Ephesians 2: 1-5).
• David’s experience of alienation and rejection, even by his
close friends, again foreshadows Christ’s suffering, as the refer-
ence to the gall and vinegar (21) makes clear (19-21; cf John
19:28-30).
• David’s seeking the final punishment of his enemies may
trouble our sensitivities; but God has openly declared in His
Word His wrath against sin and His consignment of sinners to
hell unless they take refuge in Jesus’ bearing this wrath for
them (22-28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Have you been saved from God’s wrath through faith in
Jesus?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 69:29-36
THE POINT The OT sacrificial system could either be seen as
a contribution the sinner makes to his salvation, or as a God-
given symbol of His gracious provision of a Saviour. Sadly,
Israel never seemed to see beyond the first sense, therefore
missing the second and only valid one (cf Isaiah 1:10-20, Micah
6:6-8, Romans 10:1-4). Many, however, did grasp the true
sense: Abel in Genesis 4:3-5, Abraham in Genesis 22:8, Moses
in Deuteronomy 30:11-14 (cf Romans 10:5-13), etc, etc, ... and
David here in verses 29-31!
THE PARTICULARS
• Because of our sinful condition (making us spiritually dead),
and its only solution (God’s provision of a Saviour), all we can

offer to God is praise that comes from a grateful heart (29-31).
• Because this is all we can do, even (and especially) the poor,
the needy, and even destitute prisoners can avail themselves of
this free gift of salvation (32-33). In fact, Jesus takes pains to
warn us of the danger of being rich and self-sufficient, and
therefore missing out on this salvation altogether (cf Mark
10:17-27)!
• Because salvation is God’s work alone, based on His
covenant of grace, it embraces all Creation (34-36; cf
Revelation 21:1-7).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you impressing God with works, or thanking Him for
Jesus?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 70:1-5

THE POINT We can’t help but notice the great sense of
urgency in this psalm. David is desperate for God to save him
– he has no resources of his own, no strength or ability to save
himself. So his prayer is pressing and urgent. Is this a prayer
for the Church today? We are up against outspoken detractors
on the one hand, and well-meaning underminers of solid,
Reformed, Biblical doctrine on the other. More than this, in
the public media forum , the former are using the shallowness
and inconsistencies of the seemingly successful latter to dis-
credit the Saviour and His true Bride. Is it time for concerted,
urgent, fear-and-trembling prayer today?

THE PARTICULARS
• David, as anointed King (Messiah) of God’s covenant people,
was God’s representative on earth; their survival, therefore, was
closely tied to his life. In the same way, the Church is tied to
Christ, and its future is as secure as Christ’s eternal reign (cf
Matt. 16:18; 2 Pet. 1:11). David holds this same confidence in
tension with a desperate cry for help; we too must pray with no
less passion for God to exalt His name through His Church,
and to rescue us from the derision of a mocking, hostile world.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is our prayerlessness today related to a failure to see just how
spiritually bankrupt (“poor and needy”) the Church has
become?

DAY 4 Concerted prayer.

DAY 1 A God who truly understands.

DAY 2 Saved by grace alone.

DAY 3 Full salvation! Praise God!.
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DARWIN
Casuarina Shopping Centre 9.30am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8988 9911.

CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mrs J. Cram (02) 6278 7379
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

ABBOTSFORD-FIVEDOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am
& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sundays.
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACONHILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA—EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield &Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &

11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL-MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.
Kid’s Church: 10.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong:Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOODCHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.30am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0415 777 829 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 PortHackingRd. South. 9.30am&6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CASTLEHILL
247OldNorthernRd. 9.30am&6.00pm.
Rev. JohnThompson (TransitionMinister)
(02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 3684
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CONCORD
Cornerstone PresbyterianCommunityChurch
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EASTMAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.

9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
8.45am, 10.30am & 7pm. (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. Scott Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sundays). Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Rev. Chris Balzer (02) 4822 2344
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am.
Merrylands &Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am.
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri:Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. &McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts. 9.30am.
Mr Tim Ravenhall (02) 9798 8467.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.00am.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.

C H U R C H D I R E C T O R Y

Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.
Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

new south wales

australian
capital territory

northern territory



Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman&Auckland Sts 9.30am& 6.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. &Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. Robert McKean (02) 6362 6304
PARKES/FORBES/PEAKHILL
Parkes: S. School 10.00am; Service 11.00am.
Forbes: 9.00am. Peak Hill: 10.00am.
1st Sunday. Rev. Craig Bland (02) 6862 2730
PARRAMATTACITY
Cumberland High School,
Dunmore Ave. Carlingford.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. RevWilliamMorrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORTMACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am&6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERNCROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
Ass. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). I.M. Rev. Dr Lindsay Ferrington
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews &Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews &Crown St.
10.30am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6766 1802
Rev. Phillip Chang (02) 6766 6393.

TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TUROSSHEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGAWAGGASOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEEWAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.
Rev. Keith King (02) 4784 1255
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Virginia Rd
S. School 10.15am. Service 10.00am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4353 0868
WESTWYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 10.30am.
Barmedman: 1st & 3rd Sunday. 9.00am.
Mirrool: 3rd Sunday. Tallimba:Contact
Minister.Weethalle: Last Sunday 7.00pm.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St &Landrigan Cl. 9.00am.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOYWOY
118-120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Keith Rathbone (02) 4342 2856.

ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 7203.
BALDHILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)

53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
CnrWater &Alice Sts. 9.00am& 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Don Kennedy (07) 5498 6253
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela:Cnr. Kariboe &Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
H. M. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre. 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd).Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333. Rev Peter Barson
(07) 3398 9823. Ass. Mr Jens Norved (07)
3396 1185. Japanese Service 11.30am.
Jack &Keiko Marshall (07) 5501 9220.
DECEPTIONBAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby:O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLDCOAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.00am &
10.45am. (07) 5571 5676. www.arundel.org.au
Robina:Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLDCOAST (II)
Mudgeeraba:Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. John Morrow (07) 5545 4167
GOLDCOAST (III)
Christ Church:Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5593 8909.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone &Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill:Church St, 9.00am.
Office: (07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 9.00am.
Pastor Ross Wilson (07) 3272 6265
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
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9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma:Queen Street 9.00am.
Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am
& 7.00pm. Rev. Peter Barber &Church
Office (07) 5443 7073.
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am.Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen &Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe &University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
MtMorgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SHAILER PARK/CORNUBIA
99 Bromley St.Cornubia. 10.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Don Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.00am.
Emerald:Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 6.00pm.
Rev. B. J. Harrison (07) 4984 1550.
THEGAP
1195 Waterworks Rd, 9.00am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 9875
TOOWOOMBANORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also atGeham.
TOOWOOMBA SOUTH (St John’s)
Cnr Cranley & Geddes Sts. 9:30am, 6pm.
Rev Graeme McKay (07) 4635 4560
Murphy’s Creek, Thor St 9:30am.
Westbrook, Westbrook Hall, Main St. 9am.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am. & 6.30pm.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld

(07) 4633 4000 (H) (07) 4633 4188 (O).
Past. Robert Farr (07) 4614 0467.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston:Macgregor St. 10.15am.
Newmarket:Wilmington St. 6.00pm.

ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Iain Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Tony Johnson (03) 9527 3270.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub &Overton Lea
Blvd, 6.00pm each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale &Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug— Jan. 11am Feb— July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown:Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr SamMcGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield:Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
I.M. Rev. Dr Botrosdief (03) 9505 3013.

CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am. Rev.
Choul Yat; Sudanese (Nuer Language) 2.30pm.
I.M. Rev. M. Wharton (03) 9018 9521.
CLIFTONHILL
Cnr Michael &McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr Springvale Rd &McGowan St Donvale.
8.30am, 10.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev Gerald Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493. (03)
9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson &McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce &Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONGNORTH
Cnr Victoria St & Balmoral Cres. 10.00am.
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
S. Clerk Mr Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONGWEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington &Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray &McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Phone: (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. GrahamNicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. &Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROOGROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
KOREANMELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
3.30pm. Pastor Suk Won Kim 0438 985 738.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107

victoria
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MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell &Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE—YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram:Cnr. Dougherty &Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
CnrMcKinnons Bridge&Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd.
11.00am & 7.30pm (every 2nd Sunday).
H. Missionary – Mr S. Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr J. Broad (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREYHILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury &Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
6.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
SURREYHILLS (St Stephen’s)
Deaf Presbyterian Church
Canterbury &Warrigal Rds. 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
(Mod. Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306)
UPPER YARRA –WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday).Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 10.30am&
7.00pm.Office: (03) 5562 2029. South
Warrnambool:McDonald St. 9.30am.

Woodford:Mill St. 11.00 am. I.M. Rev. Neil
Benfell (03) 5562 7771
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville/KooWee Rup Rd. 9.30am.
I.M. Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am & 5.00pm, Wednesday 12.30pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9319 2208 Off. (08) 9336 6572
LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
International Service 12 noon.
Rev. Seong Mo Byun (08) 9382 2325.

ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Chris ten Broeke.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr BobArstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581
LARGSNORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Rev. Raymond Brewer (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MTGAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. AlsoAllendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Gall (08) 8762 1035.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARAHILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.

Rev Dr RegMathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)
9739 6490. AlsoDergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841.

CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.00pm (7.00pm daylight saving).
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. RodWaterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. &Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. RodWaterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd Sunday.
Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr.
Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480
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is an easy, low cost exercise.

Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au

The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

south australia

tasmania



AUSTRAL I AN PR E S BY T ER I AN September 2007 • 2 1

B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE PSALM 71:1-13
THE POINT We will have to wait until tomorrow to be
encouraged by the optimism of the psalmist; for today we must
be contented just to identify with him in his struggle. He has
always trusted in his sovereign LORD to protect him – and he
still does; but for now, his situation seems desperate. It is a
good lesson in prayer.
THE PARTICULARS
• The person in a covenant relationship with God, shielded by
the righteousness of Christ, can rest safe and secure in Him,
not having to fear his enemies. But as we contend with attacks
from a wicked world, we still have to cry out to Him in prayer
(1-4).

• Praise God that His covenant relationship with those who are
His begins at birth (and even before that – cf 139:13-16!) (5-6).
• We should be neither surprised nor discouraged by how peo-
ple reject us: they did it to Jesus. And the Father, whomHe
continued to praise and honour, sustained Him (7-8; cf John
12:27-28).
• We can know with certainty (as the psalmist did) that God’s
sovereign grace that saved us will keep us to the end; but this
should not deter us from praying that it will (9; cf verse 18)!
• Typically, the psalmist foreshadows Christ’s suffering (10-13).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is wrestling in prayer inconsistent with accepting God’s will?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 71:14-24
THE POINT In spite of our trials and tribulations, we have a
great message of hope for a weary and discouraged world. Our
hope is that God is righteous – and He saves! Let’s tell every-
one about Him!
THE PARTICULARS
• The hope the psalmist continues to have is not just “hoping
for the best”/“fingers crossed”; it is a positive, unfaltering con-
fidence in God that expresses itself in ever-increasing praise
(14).
• God’s righteousness and His salvation are closely inter-
twined: He saves us because He is righteous, and it is His right-
eousness that saves us (15). Although the psalmist can’t reach
the height or plumb the depth of this fully, he is determined to

make known far and wide God’s mighty acts that prove it is
real (15-19).
• We have a responsibility to tell Generations X, Y ... and Z
(18)!
• The blessing of being in fellowship with God because of His
saving righteousness is the peace that comes from knowing that
the bitter struggles of this life are only part of the journey, not
the final destination – as Jesus’ resurrection shows (20-21).
• Good hymns and instrumental music are a gift from God
(22-24).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you find singing good (old?) hymns about God’s
redeeming love a helpful way to express your praise and thanks
to Him?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 72:1-11
THE POINT Although the word “anointed” (meshiach) does
not occur in this psalm it is clearly one of the “Messianic”
psalms. The note at the beginning, “to/of/for/concerning
Solomon” indicates that its immediate focus is on the son of
David, just as the focus of Psalm 2 was on David himself. But
we know that its proper focus is on Jesus, the true “Son of
David”, the true “Anointed One”, the promised Messiah King
of God’s people. It is the inspiration for Isaac Watts’ great
hymn, “Jesus shall reign where’er the sun”.
THE PARTICULARS
• One of the sad facts of OT history is the repeated failure of
the LORD’s anointed kings to rule with justice and righteous-

ness, concepts as fundamental to God’s covenant relationship
with His people as they are essential to His divine character (1-
2).
• God’s simple rule is clear: right living leads to prosperity (3,
7). (During our earthly pilgrimage however we struggle with a
far more complex providence than this, as Psalm 73 will show
us.)
• Verses 5-11 use language much too lavish for just an ordinary
human king: Israel’s Messiah, foreshadowed to some extent by
David/Solomon, must be of a different kind (cf Mark 12:35-
37).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In what ways has Jesus already fulfilled the promises here?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 72:12-20
THE POINT The abundant blessing that comes when God’s
Messiah is made King over all the earth is assured; let us
work/pray to this end.
THE PARTICULARS
• One of the distinctive characteristics of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry was His concern, care and help for the poor, the aban-
doned, the helpless and the oppressed (12-14; cf 116:15). Jesus
has charged His Church to continue His work for Him (cf
Matthew 25:34-40).
• “Gold from Sheba” was brought to Solomon (1 Kings 10:10),
but the full extent, in space and time, of the praise and worship
of the promised King is reserved for Jesus alone (15, 17; cf 5, 7-
11).

• Verses 15-17 respond to the prophetic statements made in
the first part of the psalm: He will... may He...; it will... let it... .
As we have seen earlier (eg Psalm 71), the certainty of God’s
promises, rather than making our prayers of petition superflu-
ous, should inspire the Church to pray more enthusiastically
and positively!
• The God of Israel, who has revealed Himself in the Bible and
in His only Son Jesus Christ, is the only true God, the giver of
all blessings, and the only One to whom all praise belongs (18-
19).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can/does belief in God’s sovereignty cause us to adopt a too
“fatalistic” worldview that discourages prayer or evangelism?

DAY 8 To Him shall endless prayer be made.

DAY 5 A lesson in prayer.

DAY 6 Tell out, my soul.

DAY 7 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.
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THE PASSAGE PSALM 73:1-12
THE POINT God’s people have always struggled with the
question: “If God is loving, just and all-powerful, why do the
wicked prosper and the good suffer?”. Like David in Psalm 37,
the author of Psalm 73 (Asaph?) deals with this problem. He
knows God is good, and that to deny this would bring disaster,
... but ... we must wait until tomorrow to get his full explana-
tion and answer ...
THE PARTICULARS
• Israel is a picture of all God’s chosen people, His Church.
The psalmist equates them with the “pure in heart” (cf
Matthew 5:8); this should be our aim as Christ’s Bride, to
whomHe is good (1).

• Perhaps the most common cause of God’s people backsliding
into ruin is their focussing on worldly fame and success instead
of persevering in obedience without concern for the cost (2-3).
• It often appears on the outside as if godless people who pur-
sue selfish gain just party on without any hassles or setbacks
(4-5).
• The wicked go from bad to worse: pride/conceit/arrogance
to violence/callousness/oppression to scoffing/malice ... (6-8).
• ... they become a rich, influential law unto themselves (9-12).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• No matter how hard your experience of following Christ is
or has been, would you really want to trade it for anything else?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 73:13-28
THE POINT The puzzles of life only make sense from God’s
perspective.
THE PARTICULARS
• God knows how our efforts to do the right thing can seem
like a fruitless endeavour: no rewards, only kicks in the teeth
(13-14).
• Although I can’t understand, let alone explain to others,
God’s providence in my life, I do have a responsibility to my
family of fellow believers to bear it graciously without com-
plaining (15).
• From a humanistic viewpoint – which incidentally treats man
in essence as no more than a brute beast (albeit a bit higher up
the food chain) – all is gloom and doom. By contrast, a world-

view having man’s worship of God as its centre puts everything
in its right place. Heaven, God’s domain, is the true, eternal
reality; life here is fleeting – and God still controls it anyway
(16-22).
• Man is created in God’s image. Heaven is his goal, and life
on earth is the journey towards that goal. So all that really mat-
ters here is to have God as my close companion, helper and
guide, satisfying all my longings until He finally takes me home
(23-26).
• The sovereign LORD is man’s only safe refuge; therefore our
aim must be to be faithful to Him, and tell others about Him
(27-28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you resting in, or questioning, God’s dealings with you?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 74:1-11
THE POINT The most likely occasion of this psalm is the
destruction of the Temple in 587BC. That their sovereign God
could cause this to happen, and that Babylon was His instru-
ment, was an insoluble mystery to His people (cf Habakkuk 1),
and this psalm expresses their national distress and disbelief at
what has happened.
THE PARTICULARS
• Israel is not unfamiliar with God’s hand of discipline; a
greater problem is that this time it seems to be interminable (1;
cf 10-11).
• “Purchased” and “redeemed” speak of God’s active choice of
Israel for special care – so how can He be so slow in helping
them (2)?

• Surely God has noticed how the Babylonians have treated
with disdain what is sacred to Israel’s relationship to Him (3-
8). It is beyond their comprehension that He could allow this
to happen.
• The exiles’ desperate plea for signs of God’s concern and for
a prophetic voice is interesting when the nation had paid so lit-
tle attention to the repeated prophetic warnings from Isaiah,
Amos, Jeremiah and many others before the Babylonian con-
quest (9).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How do you respond to God’s discipline (cf Hebrews 12:4-
11)?
• The Temple has not been rebuilt nor a prophetic voice heard
in Israel in 2,000 years. How is this different from Psalm 74:9?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 74:12-23
THE POINT His perplexity with the mystery of God’s provi-
dence does not deter the psalmist from crying out for help, if
only, ultimately, to guard the honour of His name and fulfil His
covenant promises.
THE PARTICULARS
• The basis for the psalmist’s plea for God to help Israel is his
long-standing personal relationship (“you... are my king from
of old”) with the one who is sovereign over every part of
Creation:
– he (alone) is the one on earth who can save (12; cf Acts
4:12);
– the exodus from Egypt, the wilderness provision and the
entry into Canaan were all His doing (13-15; cf Ezekiel 32:1-4);

– he determines the course of the planets and stars (16; cf
136:7-9);
– he controls the seasons and everything else to do with the
extent and limits of the earth’s resources (17; cf Gen. 8:21-22);
– so He who has always controlled the big picture can be
trusted with every detail of the relatively “smaller” one His
people face.
• A characteristic of being part of God’s people is realising
one’s poor, oppressed, scorned and helpless condition in a
world that is hostile to righteousness and truth. It is on this
basis also that the psalmist calls on God to act because of His
covenant (18-23).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
•Are we pleading for God to act on behalf of His Church today?

DAY 12 But you, O God, are my king.

DAY 9 Why do the wicked prosper?.

DAY 10 A matter of perspective.

DAY 11 How long... O God?.
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THE PASSAGE PSALM 75:1-10
THE POINT This psalm is well placed after the pleading of
Psalm 74. Yes, the sovereign LORD will act on behalf of His
covenant people, His Church, as He has done so often in the
past; but He alone will determine the right time to act in judge-
ment against His enemies.
THE PARTICULARS
• God reveals His “name”, ie His character, to us through His
great acts in history on behalf of His people; and our re-telling
of them is what will inspire us most to express our gratitude to
Him (1).
• No terrorist threat or activity can unsettle God’s Plan, or
even the exact timing of it. In due course He will deal with all

who oppose and seek to harm or even destroy His Church (2-
5). This is a very comforting truth in the present world politi-
cal climate!
• Many times in human history men have boasted great things.
It is hard to avoid seeing an application to the Middle East and
those committed to Mohammed in verse 6, with a warning also
to us in the “west” against placing its confidence in man (6-8)!
• The “God of Jacob” is the God of the covenant blessing which
Jacob risked everything to gain and which the Lord Jesus Christ
bought for us with His own blood. He is the God we praise (9f).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you fully trusting God’s judgement and timing in your
life?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 76:1-12
THE POINT This psalm is a miniature of the biblical story: it
looks back at God’s faithfulness in protecting His Church
against constant attack (1-6); and it looks forward to the com-
ing Judgement when all His enemies will be destroyed, His
name vindicated and praised and every knee shall bow before
the Church’s Redeemer (7-12).
THE PARTICULARS
• The reference to Judah (1) directs our attention to the
promise of Genesis 49:8-12 concerning the coming Ruler, the
Lion of Judah; the reference to (Jeru)Salem/Zion (2) points us
to the Church, His covenant people, the City of God (cf Isaiah
60:1-3, 14, 18f).

• It seems the psalmist is thinking particularly of the destruc-
tion of Sennacherib (3-6; see Is. 37:30-36) as a basis for praising
the God of Jacob for the continuing protection of His Church.
• God’s Judgement will be righteous and just, condemning
those who in their wickedness refuse to acknowledge Him, and
saving ‘all the afflicted’. This will both bring Him praise and
protect men from themselves (7-10; cf 75:2, Acts 17:31,
Romans 1:18-32).
• The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (111:10);
men would do well to acknowledge His rule in His world (11-
12).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
•Would God be just if man’s wickedness was left unpunished?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 77:1-20
THE POINT Though we are often perplexed at the outwork-
ing of providence in our lives, individually and collectively, we
can be very sure of one thing: our God is not capricious. The
proven track record of His unfailing love, His commitment to
mercy and compassion in the midst of His anger against sin,
His mighty power to save – on these we can rely fully, and
know that He will bring us through.
THE PARTICULARS
• The sentiment expressed in verses 1-9 is something to which
we can all at times relate. God has included this in His Word
so we will realise it is part of our shared experience as we press
on to heaven (cf Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Peter
4:12-13).

• God’s people, in response to His Word, are never in doubt
that they are under His wrath because of sin. What they are
depending on is His mercy – if He forgets that, we are without
hope (9)!
• Verse 10 allows quite different interpretations: NIV translates
it as introducing what follows, RSV as summing up what has
gone before! Either way, it marks the turning point of the
psalm.
• The Most High God’s right hand has shown itself in the past
to be powerful (11-18) and caring (20) – yet sometimes unseen
(19)!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Can you discern God’s “unseen footprints” in parts of your
life?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 78:1-16
THE POINT Psalm 77 reminded us of the importance of
recalling God’s past demonstrations of power, mercy and care if
we are to cope with the perplexities of His providence. This
being so, there’s nothing more important for us to do than to
pass on to our descendants the stories that confirm God’s abil-
ity to get us through if we put our trust in Him. This is espe-
cially true of us in a society that is so ignorant of the truths of
the Gospel of God’s grace in Jesus.
THE PARTICULARS
• “Parable” (2; translated “proverb” in 49:4 and Proverbs 1:6) is
a teaching method that draws on already known information to
teach a vital lesson for the future (cf Matthew 13:3, 35).

• Passing on the news of God’s salvation is not optional (1-8).
• The saddest aspect of Israel’s history is that they never
seemed to learn the lessons God was teaching them by their
history: the lessons of the Red Sea didn’t help them cross the
Jordan (9-16)!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Have we neglected the injunction to teach our children and
their children, etc, God’s ways as He has revealed them in His
written Word? Is our post-modern culture making it harder to
do this? Does the psalmist suggest that we are let off the hook
if it is too hard? What steps are we taking to address this
urgent need?

DAY 16 Lest we forget.

DAY 13 It is God Who judges.

DAY 14 Love and justice.

DAY 15 Unseen footprints.
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THE PASSAGE PSALM 78:17-31

THE POINT A recurring theme in the New Testament is that
of thankfulness and contentment (eg Luke 3:14; 12:13-34;
17:15-19; Philippians 4:11-12; Colossians 3:15; 1 Thessalonians
5:18; 1 Timothy 6:8-10; Hebrews 13:5; etc). God calls discon-
tentment and ingratitude sin, even rebellion (17), because they
originate from a mind-set that fails to acknowledge Him as the
source of all we have and are. The psalmist reflects on such sin
by Israel in the desert.

THE PARTICULARS
• The sin of greed or covetousness is failing to be satisfied with
whatever God provides and always wanting something more or

something different. Whenever Israel reflected on the wilder-
ness experience it was with fond memories of God’s gracious
and abundant provision; but when they were going through it
they did nothing but complain – nothing could satisfy them!
• God’s intense wrath against them was because “they did not
believe in God or trust in His deliverance” (22). The ultimate
sin for which men will stand condemned for all eternity is their
failure to take hold of the provision of His only Son as Saviour.
• God is forgiving, but He also punishes unrepented sin (31).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How often do you thank God openly for His daily provi-
sions?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 78:32-39

THE POINT Psalm 78 is a good picture of the whole, long-
term problem that God had (has?) with His chosen people, His
Church. He desires to show the depth of His love for them
by blessing them with an abundance of good things, as He did
so typically in the desert; but still they would grumble and
complain. As punishment, and to draw them back, He would
bring oppression and defeat upon them. This would have the
desired effect, but only superficially, and therefore temporarily.
Nevertheless, He continued to show mercy and constraint (38-
39), and so the cycle went on .. and on. Eventually this cycle
must be broken by a special intervention.

THE PARTICULARS
•Wonders do not guarantee belief (32; cf Luke 16:31 – I keep
this in mind when my school Scripture class declares they
would believe if I could get Jesus to come into the room to talk
to them!).
• Persistent sin always leads to frustration and fear (33).
• Intellectual assent to facts does not constitute saving faith;
lip-service and outward, ritual observance can be very mislead-
ing – to man, but never to God (36; cf Isaiah 29:13, Hosea
5:15-6:6).
• Disloyalty of heart is unfaithfulness, ie spiritual adultery (37).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
•What is the general spiritual state of God’s Church today?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 78:40-53
THE POINT The psalmist has dealt with the difficulty the
LORD had with His rebellious, covenant people in the desert
(9-39); he now gets back to the heart of the problem: if what
He did to redeem them from slavery in Egypt didn’t drive
them to humble, contrite, life-changing worship of their merci-
ful God, nothing ever would – unless ... Is He preparing them
to see the need for Jesus? (cf 70ff)
THE PARTICULARS
• Verse 42 is the key to this section: Israel’s failure to see the
full significance of the Passover Lamb in God’s redeeming
them from bondage, and therefore to respond with a lifestyle
of utter trust and obedience, was the root cause of all her spiri-

tual problems.
• Evil spirits identified Jesus as God’s “Holy One” (cf Mark
1:24); so to forget God’s redeeming grace in the whole Exodus
story is to vex Jesus, the Saviour who is its true fulfilment (40-
42).
•Why could Israel not see that the plagues of Egypt highlighted
their privileged status as God’s covenant people: God’s wrath
against Egypt had been restrained from them (43-53; cf 38)!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does our spiritual life decline if, by focussing on other things,
we lose sight of our Saviour’s cross and His empty tomb?
What does it mean to you that Jesus redeemed you from death
and hell?

THE PASSAGE PSALM 78:54-72

THE POINT If Israel’s CV for the Exodus-Wilderness episode
was bad, it was even worse when they settled in Canaan, their
promised divine inheritance. In the desert they forgot the
goodness and power God had demonstrated so clearly, and they
rebelled by failing to acknowledge and trust His provision.
But in Canaan, they went a step further: they were unfaithful
to Him, committing spiritual adultery by allowing other gods
into their affections. Just as the miracle of the Exodus should
have kept them faithful in the wilderness, so the miracle of the
Conquest should have kept them faithful in Canaan – but it
didn’t. So again God had to put them through the fires of His
wrath – until His compassion was aroused and His work of

redeeming grace focussed on the one tribe of Judah, and then
one branch of it, the line of David.

THE PARTICULARS
• The irony of sad Psalm 78 is that it closes by looking forward
to the Shepherd-King who would lead God’s covenant people
with integrity of heart; but we know that history did again
repeat itself when He was rejected by the one tribe (Judah =
the Jews) that was specially chosen to be His royal line (68-72).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
•What important lessons must the Church today learn from
this psalm if it is going to be the blameless, faithful Bride of
Christ?

DAY 20 Judah... David... Jesus.

DAY 17 Discontent and ingratitude.

DAY 18 They kept on sinning....

DAY 19 Redeemed... but amnesic.

B I B L E S T U D Y
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Trinity appeals upheld

A special meeting of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia on 24 July upheld appeals
against and petitions about the decision of
the 2006 Victorian Assembly to remove
the elders of Trinity, Camberwell, from
both eldership and church membership.
The Rev. Dr. Paul Logan,GAAClerk

of Assembly, released a statement after
the Sydney assembly. He said: “The issue
first arose from a complaint by a former
member of Trinity Church regarding the
conduct of an elder. The appeals and peti-
tions were upheld, essentially on the
ground that thePresbytery ofMelbourne
East, and the Victorian General Assembly
on appeal, did not follow the Code of
Discipline rules as enacted by the General
Assembly of Australia. Issues of proce-
dural fairness also were a reason for
upholding the appeals.
“The outworking of this is that the

General Assembly of Australia declared
that members of the Session of Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Camberwell were
not validly removed from office or church
membership by the Presbytery. As the
appeals were upheld due to faulty process,
the Assembly has established a procedure
whereby its own commission is autho-
rised to deal with the original complaint
should the complainant wish to pursue
that complaint, and any other com-
plaints,” the statement said.
“The assembly also established a com-

mittee to investigate whether or not there
is substance to concerns expressed in
media reports and literature about certain
alleged behaviour within Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Camberwell. The
committee is to report by 30 June, 2008.
In the light of the assembly’s actions it is
intended not to make any further official
comment on behalf of the church on the
above matters.”

Good counsel

Proceeds from the annual Presbyterian
Market, run by the PWA Market
Committee, will this year go to
Presbyterian Social Services to improve
and expand the counselling service.
Themarket will be held on 17October,

9.30am to 2.30pm, at a new venue, the
Hurstville Aquatic Leisure Centre. There

is plenty of free parking, and shuttle buses
run from Hurstville or Penshurst sta-
tions. Entry is free. There will be some
20 stalls filled with crafts from knitters,
sewers, crocheters, embroiderers etc.
Goodies from the kitchen include
Christmas cakes, cakes, biscuits, fried rice,
marmalade and jam, pavlovas, fruit salads
and sweets. There will also be books,
records and CDs.

Seaman NSW moderator

The Rev. David Seaman, minister at
Armidale, has been elected the new
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church
ofNSW at its recent assembly. The assem-
bly also congratulatedMr G. Warburton,
elder atOrange on the jubilee of his ordi-
nation to the eldership, and welcomed the
newministersRev. J. Nuttall (assistant to
the Minister at Newcastle-St. Philips),
K. Rathbone (Woy Woy) and D.
Woolcott. It welcomedMrs. N. Mannyx,
a newly commissioned deaconess, andMr
P. Sadler, newly appointed chief execu-
tive officer of PresbyterianAgedCare. It
thanked the Rev. B. M. Meller and J. R.
Irvin for their pastoral care of congrega-
tions affected by drought.

New stipends

Among the decisions of theNSWassem-
bly were to approve the new stipend and
NCB levels from 1 January.
The assembly noted the good progress

made in bringing the Reformers
Bookshop to a position of self-sustain-
ability, and heard speeches from the Rev.
A. Kilborn, Chaplain to theDeaf,Mrs T.
Szanto, executive director of Nursing at
Allowah Presbyterian Children’s
Hospital, Mrs E. McClean, director of
theChild ProtectionUnit, andDr I.P.M.
Lambert, newly appointed principal of
The Scots College.

It congratulated the Rev. R.P.F. Benn
on his nomination as Moderator of the
2007 General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia. It dis-
missed a dissent and complaint from Mr
G.E. Bowland against the Presbytery of
Canberra.

CILT re-established

The NSW Assembly re-established the
Committee on the Integration of
Leadership and Training (CILT). It sus-
pended the regulations of the Christian
Education Committee until the 2008
Assembly and assigned its functions to
the CILT Committee. It also suspended
the regulations of the Evangelism
Committee and assigned some of its
functions to the CILT Committee
through Equip days.

Planning to grow

The assembly encouraged all presbyter-
ies to establish a Strategy Committee for
the development of healthy churches,
including the identification of opportuni-
ties for training, recruitment, church-
planting and church revitalisation. Such
committees should report to theMinistry
and Mission Committee, which in turn
will report to the April 2008 Standing
Committee and to the Metro
Committee.

Wagga’s anti-slavery campaign

Wagga residents gave more than $3400
to TEAR Australia’s partnership mod-
ern-day anti-child trafficking program in
Asia at the premier screening of Amazing
Grace on 26 July. TEAR Australia sup-
ports the work ofWorldConcernAsia in
child trafficking prevention. The work
aims to protect children in the border
regions of Thailand, Myanmar, Laos and
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Cambodia, where people are most vulner-
able to the lure of traffickers. TEAR’s
NSW state coordinator John McKinnon
said: “The money raised by the packed
theatre in Wagga will assist in protecting
many vulnerable and impoverished chil-
dren from this evil trade that unfortu-
nately persists 200 years after
Wilberforce’s success in the British parlia-
ment.”
Event coordinators Reverend Sandy

McMillan of St Aidan’s Presbyterian
Church, andRob Scriven, said they were
thrilled with the attendance and the funds
raised.

Shock for boys at church

A nine-year-old boy has suffered an elec-
tric shock trying to rescue an unconscious
playmate from a church roof in
Melbourne’s south-east. The boys were
reported to have been kicking a ball
around when it landed on the roof of a
Presbyterian church in Dandenong.
Police said the older boy, aged 15,

climbed up to retrieve the ball but was
knocked unconscious by an electric
shock. The nine-year-old attempted to
help hismate, but he also received a shock,
possibly from the other boy’s body, said
Victoria Police spokesman Constable
Wayne Wilson. Country Fire Authority
staff lifted the pair to safety.
Ambulance officers stabilised the

unconscious boy at the scene. He was
admitted to theMonash Medical Centre
in a serious but stable condition. His
young friend was also taken toMonash in
a stable condition.

AAP

Tasmanians focus on Jesus

More than 180 Tasmanian churches have
signed up in support of the first state-wide
Jesus. All about life campaign, starting on
12 September across Tasmania.
“This is the first time this number of

Tasmanian churches have gotten behind
the one event,” said Salvation Army offi-
cer Major Allan Daddow, chairman of
the organising committee.
“The churches, which represent all

major denominations, are spread right
across the state and we’re excited about
the impact the campaign will make in the
Tasmanian community,” he said. The cam-
paign has the backing of the Tasmanian
Heads of Churches.
The Jesus. All about life campaign,

developed by the Bible Society, is a six-
week prime-time media campaign that

uses television advertising, supported by
radio and print ads to raise the profile of
Jesus and Christian faith. The key mes-
sage is that Jesus is “all about life”. Local
church support is key to the campaign’s
success. The campaign ran in Adelaide in
2005 and Canberra last year.

WORLD

Islamists force converts back

Local Muslims in Bangladesh’s
Nilphamari district and Islamist mission-
aries from abroad are hauling recently
converted Christians to mosques and
forcing them to return to Islam, area
sources said. Evangelist and pastor Sanjoy
Roy said the Muslims have forced 27
recently baptized Christians to return to
Islam. Another 14 converts still face
incessant pressure to return to Islam.
Police provided eight officers to protect
Christians on 28 July but they left a week
later. Since then, Muslims in Durbachari
village began dragging all male converts to
a mosque, forcing them to sign blank
papers or declarations of a return to Islam.
Abul Hossen toldCompass that Muslims
threatened to hang him in a tree upside
down and lacerate his body with a blade.
Hossen said theMuslims “do not allow us
to net fish in the river” and offered him
5000 taka ($US75) and a mobile phone
handset if he returned to Islam.

Night-clubbing bishop

Barry Morgan, the Archbishop of
Wales, recently agreed to debate religion
at a church which meets in two Cardiff
nightclubs. According to the BBC web-
site, Morgan accepted an invitation from
Solace, the “church in a bar”, to talk to
young clubbers at Dempsey’s in the city
centre.
The BBC story said the Sunday night

discussion, called Is Religion Bad?, was
examining religion’s role and effects in the
world.
Dr Morgan said: “Some of the best

debates and conversations young people
have these days are at nightclubs.”
Solace is run byWendy Sanderson, an

evangelist from the Church Army and
the Rev. James Karran of Ararat Baptist
Church in Cardiff, the BBC story says.
The Church Army aims to use the

social setting of a bar to interest young
people in Christianity. It holds meetings
every Sunday night at either Dempsey’s
or Clwb Ifor Bach.

Arrested for aiding sick

Members of Saudi Arabia’s controversial
religious police have arrested a Nigerian
man who converted to Islam for being
alonewith awoman hewas notmarried to
or related to. It happened after theAfrican
man helped the sick woman by taking her
to hospital. The incident, reported in
Saudi media, comes at a time when the
Commission for the Promotion of
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice is
under unprecedented scrutiny over abuses
committedwhile enforcing the kingdom’s
strict Wahhabi interpretation of Islam.
Arab News reported that Ibrahim

Mohammed Lawal, a Nigerian student of
Islam in Riyadh, learned that his 63-year-
old neighborwas in need ofmedical atten-
tion and took her to hospital. While
checking on her condition several days
later, he was arrested by members of the
plain-clothed vice squad, themuttaween.
The reports said the man, who had

been in custody for “50 days and count-
ing”, said all hewanted to dowas to return
to his home country.
Arguably the most controversial inci-

dent involving the muttaween occurred in
2002, when 15 schoolgirls died in a fire
after members of the force prevented
them from fleeing their burning school,
and interfered with rescue workers,
because the girls were not dressed mod-
estly enough. The case caused an outcry,
but a subsequent government investiga-
tion cleared the muttaween.

Assist

French get Reformed

Reformed Faith and Life (RFL) is a
french language radio ministry started in
the late ’90s half a world away in South
Africa by the Rev. Aaron Kayayan (for-
mer director of the French department of
the Back To God Hour in the Chicago
region), RFL is the fruit of the collabora-
tion between some North American
Reformed denominations (RCUS,
URCs) and local congregations of the
RCSA (South Africa). Rev. Eric
Kayayan, son of Rev. Aaron Kayayan, is
presently the broadcast minister of RFL
and is a pastor at Rietvallei Reformed
Church in Pretoria-East. Rev. Kayayan
was born and grew up in France; French is
his mother tongue. RFL produces regu-
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lar 14-minute programs in the form of
cassettes or CDs which are then sent to a
variety of radio stations throughout the
French-speaking world, especially in
Africa.
They are aired by local stations in

Madagascar, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Congo Brazzaville, Rwanda,
Burundi, Cameroon, Benin, Ivory Coast,
Mali, Niger, Chad, Republic of Central
Africa and reach large portions of the
African continent via short-wave and
satellite broadcasts. These programmes
also run on a few stations in large cities of
France, as well as in Quebec and Haiti.
Besides producing radio programs, RFL
sends Bibles in French andChristian liter-
ature to listeners for the sake of their edi-
fication in the Christian faith.

Tortured for a glass of water

Pakistani officials have halted all Bible
classes for Christian prisoners in a Punjab
jail, isolating the inmate who taught the
classes and barring a local pastor from his
weekly visits. Protestant pastor Munir
Phool has been refused entry to Kasur
city’s district jail for his weekly Sunday
visits since 25 June, when Catholic pris-
onerDil Awaizwas put in a high-security
cell and tortured, according to Sharing
Life Ministries Pakistan. Awaiz, 33, told

Phool that Muslim inmates became angry
when aChristian prisoner drank fromone
of their water glasses. Deputy
Superintendent Sheikh Akram
responded by forcing the Christian man
to drink out of a glass used for cleaning
toilets.

Compass Direct

Leave Bibles at home

Christian travelers to Saudi Arabia
should be forewarned to leave their Bibles
at home, according to an article in the
Jerusalem Post.
The Post reports that despite a series of

initiatives aimed at generating foreign
tourism, the Saudi Arabian government
continues to bar Jews andChristians from
bringing items such as Bibles, crucifixes
and Stars of David into the country and is
threatening to confiscate them on sight.
“A number of items are not allowed to

be brought into the kingdom due to reli-
gious reasons and local regulations,” states
theWeb site of Saudi ArabianAirlines, the
country’s national airline.
After informing would-be visitors that

items such as narcotics, firearms and
pornography may not be transported into
the country, theWeb site adds: “Items and
articles belonging to religions other than
Islam are also prohibited. These may

include Bibles, crucifixes, statues, carv-
ings, items with religious symbols such as
the Star of David, and others.”
An official at the Saudi Consulate in

NewYork, who declined to give her name,
told the Post that anyone bringing a Bible
into the country or wearing a crucifix or
Star ofDavid around their neckwould run
into trouble with Saudi authorities.

Assist

Egypt arrests rights activists

Members of Egypt’s State Security
Investigations (SSI) arrested Christian
activists Adel Fawzy Faltas and Peter
Ezzat Mounir in Cairo on August 8. The
arrests are part of Egypt’s alarming and
growing trend of state-sponsored perse-
cution of Christians, says Christian
Solidarity International (CSI).
Although no formal charges have been

announced, SSI officials claim the two
men insulted Islam, preachedChristianity,
incited Christian-Muslim confrontation,
and maintained an unlawful association
with a foreign organisation.
CSI says Egyptian government offi-

cials routinely torture prisonerswithin the
first three days of arrest. It adds: “Adel
Fawzy Faltas heads the Egyptian branch
of the Canadian-based Middle East
ChristianAssociation (MECA)— a reli-
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Please COME OVER and HELP US
in Adelaide and South Australia

We need Ministers and Home Missionaries
to come to Churches without a Pastor who
will preach the Gospel, care for the flock
and reach out in Evangelism.
Otherwise, come to Adelaide and study at
the PREZRA School of Theology and get
equipped in the Bible and the Christian
Faith for Practical Christian service. Prepare
to become a Home Missionary, or a resident
Supply Preacher, or a PCA Lay Ministries
Worker.
PREZRA courses are FREE. They include the
Australian College of Theology’s ThA
(Associate In Theology) and the Advanced
Diploma of Theology (ThL) Diplomas, as well
as the Home Missionary Certificate
(HMCertif) and PREZRA’s Certificate of
Biblical Studies for lay workers.

Contact: PREZRA / PCA Ministries
for 2007 Handbook:

Rev Dr Reg Mathews
regmathews@picknowl.com.au
(08) 83 95 78 41

PREZRA
School of
Theology
and PCA Ministries

:
Worship with us at the

maranoa
presbyterian church
roma, opposite police station

:
Worship Service
Sunday 9am

Contact: Rev. Walter jones
at miles on (07) 4654 3100

Free temporary accommodation is
available for visiting ministers or lay
preachers of the reformed tradition in
return for preaching arrangements

??Visiting
Western

Qeensland?

Woolaning Homeland
Christian College

PO Box 173, Batchelor, Northern Territory 0845
Telephone: (08) 8978 1000 Fax: (08) 8978 2985

Email: admin@whcc.nt.edu.au

Looking for a
mission opportunity?

Woolaning Homeland Christian College
is a residential school for secondary aged
indigenous students. It is situated on the
western boundary of Litchfield National
Park in the NT. There are opportunities
for work as teachers, house parents,
storekeepers, maintenance staff, etc.

If this appeals to you, think: “Maybe not
now, but in the future.”

For information ring 08 8978 1000 or
email Principal@whcc.nt.edu.au

A part of Northern Territory
Christian Schools Association.



gious liberty organization. Peter Ezzat
Mounir is believed to be a MECA associ-
ate.”
According to CSI, the arrests follow

increased MECA activity in Egypt,
including the submission of a law suit
against Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak
and other members of the Egyptian gov-
ernment on behalf of victims of the anti-
Christian al-Kosheh riots of 2000, during
which time 21 Christians were killed, the
distribution of a book documenting the
persecution of Egyptian Christians, and
the highly publicized advocacy on behalf
of the right of a convert to Christianity
who had petitioned to legally change his
religious identity.

Laotian Christians killed

Soldiers, police and others have killed at
least 13 Christians in Laos in the past
month in a swarming crackdown on
Hmong villagers falsely accused of stir-
ring rebel dissent. In the sweep, encour-
aged by communist village leaders and
others who have falsely accused the
Christians of joining the separatist forces
of General Vang Pao, authorities have
arrested and imprisoned about 200 mem-
bers of a 1900-strong church in Ban Sai
Jarern village, Bokeo province in north-
western Laos.
Police have searched intensively for

Christians in rice fields and mountains
and are shooting them on sight, said the
source, who requested anonymity. “Many
Christians were killed and badly injured,”
he said. “Women and children were
arrested and sent to prison.”

Compass

No school for Christian

A school in central Vietnam has denied
entry to a fifth-grade boy because he is
Christian, according to a letter from an
elementary school principal to the Degar
(Montagnard) child’s parents. Tran Van
Ha, principal of Ka Dang Public
Elementary School in Quang Nam
province, wrote to PhongHong Phong’s
parents on 2 July that the child could not
take an entrance exam because the school
district had announced a new rule barring
“students who follow a religion”.
According to the principal’s letter, a

copy of which was obtained by Compass,
the apparently embarrassed Ha asks the
parents for their “understanding and sym-
pathy,” saying that the decision was out-
side of his control. A source in Vietnam
who provided the correspondence to

Compass said that other parents received
similar letters. He added that, although
Vietnam has shown some progress in reli-
gious freedom, “Ethnic minority
Christian students still meet with consid-
erable official discrimination”.

Compass

Abuse claims: church sued

A $100 million lawsuit against St
Thomas Lutheran Church in Brick,
New Jersey, will proceed, after a judge
declined to dismiss complaints brought
by 19 men who allege they were molested
as children in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s
by the church’s one-time pastor.
State Superior Court Judge Thomas

E. O’Brien denied requests to dismiss the
lawsuit made by attorneys representing
the church and the St Thomas Christian
Academy, the church’s and school’s offi-
cials and parent organisations, and the
estate of the former pastor, the late Rev.
Robert L. Slegel.
Toms River attorney Robert R. Fuggi

filed the lawsuit on behalf of 19 plaintiffs,
who now range in age from 29 to 52. They
allege they were molested by Slegel when
they were five to 15 years old.

Christians seek protection

A Christian advocacy group has asked
the chief minister of the north-eastern
Indian state of Assam to provide protec-
tion to believers after unidentified
assailants suspected to be Hindu extrem-
ists beat a Christian worker to death in
Guwahati. Hemanta Das, a 29-year-old
Christian worker whom Hindu extrem-
ists had warned to stop his ministry, suc-
cumbed to his injuries in a hospital on 1
July, two days after he was beaten. Das
worked with a local Christian organisa-
tion, Resource Centre Under Elohim
(RESCUE). A convert to Christianity
from Hinduism a few years ago, Das had
been a supporter of the Hindu extremist
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. The All
India Christian Council on 25 July
wrote to Assam Chief Minister Tarun
Gogoi requesting that he ensure that
those who killed Das were arrested and
the Christian minority community pro-
tected from such attacks.

Death threats in Pakistan

Christians and Hindus in northern
Pakistan have received dozens of letters
threatening themwith death if they refuse
to becomeMuslims, church sources and a

police official said last month. Police con-
tinued to provide security around
churches and temples this week, even as
Christians received new deadlines for
converting to Islam. Though the original
10 August deadline for conversion has
passed, Peshawar’sminorities continue to
live in fear, canceling church activities and
skipping services, a Catholic priest said.
A spokesman for the Church of

Pakistan said that on August 7 some of
the letters had been thrown into the
courtyards of Christian and Hindu
homes. Peshawar Catholic priest Yousaf
Amanat said that he had received a letter
by mail telling him to convert to Islam by
14 August. “I was away from the parish,
and when I came on Monday evening the
post was on my desk,” Amanat said. “It
was written that if we don’t become
Muslim we will be killed.”

PCV opposes abortion change

The Presbyterian Church of Victoria
released a public statement opposing the
decriminalisation of abortion proposed by
a Government MP. It affirmed that life
begins at conception, and a change to the
current Victorian legislation as proposed
by Ms Candy Broad gives an acceptable
face to something which is destructive of
human life.
David Palmer, convenor of the PCV’s

Church andNationCommittee, said the
problem with making something legal
without qualification as Ms Broad’s bill
did, was that it gave it the appearance of
being right.
“As matters stand,” Mr Palmer said,

“should Ms Broad’s bill be approved, the
culture of death becomes more firmly
entrenched in the State of Victoria –
surely a matter of shame to all Victorians.
“The proposed changes to the law basi-

cally treat an abortion like any other med-
ical procedure, when in fact it is a devel-
oping unborn child with its own unique
DNAmaterial which is being aborted.”
He said the Presbyterian Church of

Victoria, on the basis of the teaching of
the Bible and its own confessions:
• Calls on society in general and parlia-
ments in particular to value at all times the
sanctity of human life;

N E W S
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• Proclaims the Bible’s sixth command-
ment against the taking of innocent life;
• Opposes any changes to our laws that
could threaten the safety of the innocent
and the vulnerable in our human family, be
it the unborn, the sick, the disabled or the
elderly.
Mr Palmer expressed concern for the

processes offered to women seeking ter-
minations. He said there was no require-
ment under the bill to warn women of the
risks associated with abortion and no pro-
vision for post termination follow up.
“The bill does not address the trauma

that many women undergo for decades
after an abortion. There is no requirement
for independent pre-termination coun-
selling from someone who is not an advo-
cate of abortion.”
Mr Palmer said that if MPs wanted to

change the law, rather than decriminalis-
ing abortion, Section 10 of the Crimes
Act 1958 should be altered to apply the
offence of Child Destruction whenever
an unborn child of not 28 (as the law cur-
rently states) but 20 weeks or more is
aborted. This at least would be one small,
but welcome step toward affirming a cul-
ture not of death but of life.
“We believe such a move would be far

more widely supported in the Victorian
community than Ms Broad’s ill consid-
ered and dangerous bill.”

Presbyterian pastors burn out

By John McNeil

A survey carried out among New
Zealand Presbyterian ministers shows
that stress and burnout is a significant
problem. A collaborative effort between
the Presbyterian Church and the Bible
College of New Zealand, the survey was
carried out byMossburn (Southland) lay
pastor Dr Brian Gallaher. Dr Gallaher
said overseas studies show that pastoral
ministry is now one of the most stressful
jobs of all.
“Anecdotal evidence within New

Zealand strongly suggested the same, but
no solid evidence existed as to whether
this was true, or what the extent of the
problem may be,” he said.
Wellington-based Jubilee Ministries

have contended that about half all
ordained pastors or ministers in New
Zealand are now out of ministry due to
pastoral burnout. Dr Gallaher wanted to
investigate whether such a statement
should be taken seriously.
Dr Gallaher received 53 responses to

his written survey, along with several

anecdotal accounts from people who had
left active ministry. Nearly three-quarters
had served over 10 years.
The results showed that stress was

widespread. Half classified themselves as
currently struggling or worse, but nearly
all had been in that situation at some time
in the last five years.
Three-quarters reported they had

become emotionally or physically
exhausted or worse during this period,
and there was a strong belief that the
stresses of pastoral ministry were greater
than in secular employment.
More than half had sought help in cop-

ing. Nearly two-thirds of the ministers
said that excessive workload and resis-
tance to change were strong factors in
their stress, while another major reason
was the gap between what was expected
and what they could do.
As well as the impact on ministry and

job satisfaction, nearly half of the minis-
ters felt that stress had badly affected their
family or spouse in the last 12 to 24
months, and more than half had felt like
quitting.
Only eight per cent felt well supported

by their denomination, and there was
strong consensus that parish leadership
and presbyteries needed to be aware of the
problem so they could take measures to
address it.

Assist

Iranians grow restless

By Elizabeth Kendal

Iran’s Islamic theocracy was created
through the union of Shi’ite activism and
Marxist revolutionary thought. In Iran,
Christianity is severely repressed.
Citizens who are “born” Christian (non-
Persians: traditionally-Christian ethnic
minorities such as Armenians and
Assyrians) are “protected” (graciously
permitted to live) as long as they remain
subjugated. It is forbidden for Christians
to share their faith, and it is forbidden for
a Muslim to change his religion.
Whilst the 1979 Islamic Revolution

promised much, Iran’s Shi’ite revolution-
ary regime has delivered little but poverty,
repression, decline and despair. As noted
in a recent CBN news article by George
Thomas, Iranian youths – 70 per cent of
the population is under the age of 30 – are
restless. Amir (not his real name for he is
a convert from Islam) told CBN: “More
than 80 per cent of them (Iranian youths)
are depressed. They are disappointed.

They feel like they have no future. They
are so angry that no good thing has come
from the Islamic revolution.”
Another convert tells CBN that

Iranian youths feel like Islam only con-
demns them, imposes restrictions put on
them, and dictates to their life. She says
that mosques that were often filled before
the revolution are often empty today.
“The young people say that they don’t
have any religion, they don’t have any
belief. Some of them even say they are not
Muslim!”
TheCBNarticle notes that because the

traditional ethnic Christian churches do
not (normally) actively seek out new
believers, the government tolerates them.
However, the number of evangelicals is
growing and these are mostly Muslim-
born Iranians, ethnic Persians, who have
converted to Christianity often as a result
of dreams and visions. CBN notes, “For
these people, life is often more challeng-
ing. Amir elaborates: “The price for con-
verting can be everything. But as Christ
said, if you want to be His follower, you
have to forsake all, including your life.”
Thomas writes: “In the last decade,

several Iranian believers have paid the ulti-
mate price. The majority of those killed
were former Muslims. Several remain
behind bars for hiding their conversions
to Christianity.
“Despite the challenges, Iranians are

more open to the gospel than ever before.
The Internet and satellite television are
giving people greater access to the mes-
sage of Christ.
“On a recent Tuesday afternoon, CBN

News met a group of young Muslim girls
who talked about their encounters with
Jesus. “I know a lot ofMuslims who go to
church,” one said. “I go there to find
peace. I cannot explain this peace to you.”

World Evangelical Alliance
Religious Liberty Commission
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The British Secret Service reports
that some 200 million Christians
in 60 countries around the world
are at risk of persecution – a scan-

dal to which many in the West would like
to turn a blind eye. The report was pub-
lished in the Sunday Express in London,
and carried by theCatholic News Agency.
According to the report, in the Sudan,

for example, “thousands of Christians
have been massacred and the fundamen-
talist government has done little to pro-
tect them”. In Iraq, “the situation is
grave: Christians do not have their own
militia to defend them, and Sunni and
Shiite factions accuse them of collaborat-
ing with the American ‘crusaders’ and
among the hundreds of victims of kidnap-
pings this year there are a growing num-
ber of Christians”.
The study also reveals that during the

last year, at least 70 Christians were killed
in Pakistan. InTurkmenistan,Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan, “Christians who belong to
the Russian Orthodox Church are often
looked down upon: in these three
republics of the former Soviet Union,
Muslim preachers, under the influence of
Al Qaeda, present Christians as followers
of a religion closely associated with the
despised Western colonialism and they
call for their expulsion,” the report states.
North Korea, China, Eritrea, Nigeria

and Uganda are other countries where
Christians are persecuted. North Korea
has sent some 50 thousand Christians to
concentration camps, while in China
some 40 thousand have suffered the same

fate. The report also notes the increasing
difficulties facing Palestinian Christians
due to the progressive radicalisation of the
Islamic masses in the Middle East.
Religious persecution has always

existed, and Christians have carried out
their fair share, but advocates for the per-
secuted say it has never been so wide-
spread across the world, often ignored by
Western governments and churches.

Communist
and Muslim
countries are the
worst offenders,
though in
Muslim countries
it often starts in
the mosques
rather than the
government.
The US

Commission on
Inte rna t iona l
R e l i g i o u s

Freedom, a congressional watchdog, in its
May 2007 report, lists in order Burma,
North Korea, Eritrea, Iran, Pakistan,
China, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Vietnam
as the worst offenders.
In many countries, Islamists are trying

to revive the jizya, an ancient tax that suf-
fered Christians and Jews to practise their
religion but cemented their inferiority. If
they cannot pay they are told they must
give a daughter or sister in marriage to a
Muslim. In Egypt, Islamists are abducting
and rapingCoptic (Christian)women in a
systematic campaign to shame them and
forcibly convert them. Police deny the
complaints ofChristian families and stand
by while street mobs attack churches and
Christian homes. A non-Muslim woman
must produce four Muslim men as wit-
nesses to prove she was raped.
Hamas has warned the few remaining

Christians in Gaza that they are now liv-
ing in a full Islamic society, with its impli-

cations. Christians are increasingly forced
out of the Middle East, where a century
ago they made up 20 per cent of the pop-
ulation. They are identified with
Americans and crusaders, and have little
ability to protect themselves.
China has as many as 130 million

Christians now. Pope Benedict XVI has
just written an open letter to Chinese
Catholics, acknowledging their suffering
but urging forgiveness, and reconciliation
between the underground and official
church. He has long sought a renewal of
relations between China and the Vatican,
broken off in the 1950s.
In India Hindu extremists associated

with the BJP party are persecuting – often
killing – both Christians and Muslims,
while in Sri Lanka Buddhist extremists are
attacking religious minorities and
Buddhist Bhutan refuses to acknowledge
that Christians exist. Hindus and
Christians are both violently persecuted
in Bangladesh.
In Malaysia, the highest court recently

ruled in line with sharia law and against
the country’s constitution that a woman
who had converted to Christianity must
remain a Muslim.
Bahais in Iran and small groups such as

the Sabean Mandaeans of Iraq also live in
constant fear. According to Elizabeth
Kendal of the WEA Religious Liberty
Commission, the Mandaeans are only a
sniff away from total annihilation.

What can ordinary people do?
Elizabeth Kendal says: “The first

thing to do is deal with apathy, disinterest
and ignorance. Part of the reason people
continue to suffer is because good people
hear no evil, see no evil and do nothing.”
She urges people to get informed so

they can lobby and advocate and spread
information, and recommends her own
organisation World Evangelical Alliance,
China Aid Association, Voice of the
Martyrs, the Barnabas Fund, Tears of the
Oppressed and Middle East Concern
among many.

Barney Zwartz is religion editor of The Age.
This is reprinted from his blog:
http://blogs.theage.com.au/thereligiouswrite/ ap
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Evangelicals who visit Rome cannot
help but enjoy the stately build-
ings and stirring sense of history.
A few like it so much they never

leave. Such is the case with Francis
Beckwith, former president of the
Evangelical Theological Society. In April,
the Baylor University philosopher
rejoined the Roman Catholic Church.
Such defections always provoke a little

evangelical soul-searching, in this case
about the classic doctrine of justification.
Beckwith found the Protestant view,
which assumes that sanctification follows
justification, inadequate.
“As an evangelical, even when I talked

about sanctification and wanted to prac-
tice it, it seemed as if I didn’t have a good
enough incentive to do so,” Beckwith told
Christianity Today. “Now [in
Catholicism] there’s a kind of theological
framework, and it doesn’t say my salva-
tion depends on me, but it says my virtue
counts for something.”
Beckwith, in describing his confusion,

has done us a favor, giving us an opportu-
nity to explore a question that frankly
many Christians ask: Why be good?
Justification by faith, which gives us

assurance of our standing before God, is
not just a pastoral doctrine. It goes to the
very core of our theological tradition.
Martin Luther described it as the “first
and chief article” of Protestantism “on
which the church stands or falls”. It is no
surprise then that recent affirmations of
justification have attracted evangelicals as
diverse as Tom Oden and R. C. Sproul,
Pat Robertson and Ron Sider. Still, don’t
be surprised to see more debates about
justification unfolding.

So what is the “first and chief article of
Protestantism”? Scripturally, it goes

like this: All have sinned and fallen short
of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).
Alienated from God, hostile in mind, we
practice evil behavior (Col. 1:21). Though
we offend His perfect holiness, God
acquits those who trust in Him and in
what He has done for us through Christ:
“GodmadeHimwho had no sin to be sin
for us, so that in Him we might become
the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Theologically, we understand it like

this: In His perfect life and obedient
death, Jesus succeeded where Adam
failed and became the head of God’s new
family.We belong to Christ; we belong to
this new humanity. Christ is judged right-
eous, and we who believe are made alive
in Him.
The late medieval church framed its

understanding of God’s grace in terms of
merit: personal merit was never enough,
and the infinite merits of Christ were
available only through the sacramental
channels of the church. Luther and the
other Reformers used Paul to challenge

the church monopoly on merit. They
rightly taught that only Jesus’ merit
counted before God and that only
through faith could His merit be ours.
God credits Jesus’ righteousness to those
who trust inHim, declaring them just and
acquitting them of their sins.
Such a radical idea has caused many to

think: This is too good to be true. Surely
I must contribute something to the
process. But we contribute nothing. We
don’t even contribute faith. With God’s
gift of faith, we paradoxically deny the
meritorious nature of human action and
affirm the work of Another. It is not faith
in faith, but faith in Christ.
Thus, Protestants from John Calvin to

John Wesley have agreed: We have peace
with God by grace alone, through faith
alone, in Christ alone.
Another question that has troubled

Christians since the days of Paul is this:
“Why bother to be good when it seems to
make no difference to our salvation?”
Paul has little patience for such an atti-

tude, partly because it displays a funda-
mental misunderstanding of what hap-

pens in justification. It is not only about
getting rid of personal guilt; it is also
about taking on a new corporate identity.
“We died to sin,” Paul says. “How can we
live in it any longer?” (Rom. 6:2).We have
been baptized into Christ’s death;
shouldn’t we live with him in resurrection
life? As members of his new humanity,
shouldn’t we live like it? Paul’s conclu-
sion: “Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body” (Rom. 6:12).
Simply put, those who are truly justi-

fied will lead lives of holiness, knowing
with Paul that “we are God’s workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do” (Eph. 2:10).

Sadly, many in our churches have sold
the extraordinary gift of justification

for the pottage of therapeutic religion.
Rather than finding assurance in Christ,
some assure themselves they have done
nothing so bad as to deserve condemna-
tion.
Even worse, others flaunt their free-

dom, abusing the truth that Jesus covers a
multitude of sins. As Paul said of people
who accused him of teaching that we
should sin to bring more grace: “Their
condemnation is deserved” (Rom. 3:8).
Such attitudes do not exemplify trust

in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who treats holiness with deathly
seriousness. They turn the old notions of
merit on their heads, treating a priceless
gift — Jesus’ righteousness — as if it had
no value.
The Bible says this type of faith —

faith without good works— is as good as
no faith at all. It’s as dead andmeaningless
as the selling of indulgences.
So, Professor Beckwith, virtue does

count for Protestants — it signals our
understanding that Christ’s virtue
counts for everything, and that any good
the Holy Spirit enables us to do is but a
grateful response to God’s gift of justifi-
cation.
When the church gets that, it gets our

“first and chief” message, a message that
still turns people’s worlds upside down.

This article was a Christianity Today editor-
ial posted on 13 July. ap
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Justification by faith alone is still our defining doctrine.
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Postmodern inroads

Rev. David Palmer’s reply (AP, July) to
my letter expressing concern over his
advocacy of same-sex Relationships
Registers within the pages of AP regret-
tably sheds little new light on his ques-
tionable position. In his earlier article Mr
Palmer argued that the church is com-
pelled to support these public policy ini-
tiatives in the interests of promoting fair-
ness in a secular society, but on challeng-
ing him to clarify the biblical or indeed
rational basis for this viewpoint he chose
instead to attack my credibility.
To rephrase my fundamental concern;

the church is exhorted inHebrews 13:4 to
“let marriage be held in honour among
all”. There are doubtless many ways in
which this injunction can be fulfilled, but
down through the centuries the Christian
moral tradition did so at least in part by
lending its support to state initiatives that
conferred taxation benefits and other
financial incentives upon the married
estate. This was consistent with the
thrust of Hebrews 13:4 – the church is to
use its powers of moral persuasion to pro-
mote reverence for marriage among “all”
peoples. There is no room for a schizo-
phrenicmoral vision here: the church can-
not promote one ethical ideal within its
own walls and another for the secular
society outside. Mr Palmer needs to
demonstrate how the church remains
faithful to the admonition to honourmar-
riage while at the same time lending its
support to legislation that in essence con-
fers comparable “honour” upon same-sex
couplings.
To some of us at least, the support Mr

Palmer has found for his views within the
Victorian Assembly are an alarming
insight into the inroads that the secular

values and relativistic worldview of 21st
century postmodernity have made within
some segments of our denomination.
Persistence in this direction seems hardly
the way to invite God’s blessing on our
church.

Phil Burcham,
Perth

A Scriptural view

Neil Cadman’s letter “no-one is
unscathed” (AP, August) requires
response for several reasons. Firstly as
sadly so often is the case, Mr Cadman
quotes selectively from the Scriptures to
support his apparent belief that the Bible
exclusively teaches male leadership. The
full text of Titus 2:5 is lengthy and ends
with “to be kind and to be subject to
their husbands so that no one will
malign the Word of God”. We will get
nowhere when verses or parts of verses
are quoted incompletely and out of
context and without regard to the per-
son, time and purpose for which they
were written.
More seriouslyMr Cadmanmakes ref-

erence to the former Dee Why
Presbyterian Church as being so “liberal”
that half the congregation left and joined
the local ReformedChurch.Havingmade
some discreet inquiries, I am told this was
not the case, a handful of people leaving in
the late 1960s not over liberal theology
but in relation to a tragic case of moral
failure.
Further as Dee Why was one of the

parishes that entered Union in 1977, and
Mr Downes’ service as Procurator was
post-Union, hewas not amember ofDee
Why Uniting Church at the time,
being an active member of Scots Kirk
Mosman.
Like Mr Downes, and indeed most of

us, I am aware of the teachings and claims
of paganism and feminism and liberal the-
ology, but being aware of them does not
mean that they influence what I believe
Holy Scripture says. If anything such
beliefs tend to strengthen our adherence
to biblical truth.
It is all too easy to label people and

then use that label as a justification for dis-
counting what the person says. Mr
Downesmakes the point that on the issue
of the ordination of women in the
Presbyterian Church he, like myself and
many others, sees no problem based
upon our understanding of Holy
Scripture. Others have come to the oppo-
site determination again based on their

understanding and the sooner both sides
accept this, the sooner we will hopefully
come to a consensus position on what is a
non-salvation issue and so allow us to get
on with our true task, namely reaching
with the gospel the 90 per cent of this
nation who know it not!

Rev. Peter Dunstan,
Annandale, NSW

A male problem

Thank you for the heart-warming article
Woe swept away (AP, August) from noted
authoress Elisabeth Elliot. Her story of
the widowed mother of seven children,
reminded me of the godly witness of
many women from church and family. It
also reminded me of an earlier article by
this author in Christianity Today in 1975,
Why I oppose the Ordination of Women. It
would be interesting to learn whetherMrs
Elliot’s position has changed over the
intervening years.
While some letters to AP express

almost anger at Dr Duncan’s interview
with the editor, (AP, April), it seems to
me, upon re-reading the article, that there
is no intended slur or specific analysis of
the Australian church scene. Rather, it
appears to be an open and scholarly
approach to a sensitive issue that affects
the church world-wide. Perhaps, we
should reflect again upon his words about
MEN, and realise that this is where the
buck stops! It is men who must bear the
responsibility and failure! To quote Dr
Duncan: “Men have slowly abandoned
their responsibilities for spiritual leader-
ship.”
In regard to the situation in our

Australian denomination, it seems to me
that there are some practical matters that
have not been adequately addressed, or
resolved. For example, what if there are no
suitable men available to serve as elders in
a particular congregation?On themission
field, godly women are often at the fore-
front in service. Is there a difference
between eldership and other minister-
ings? What does God allow? A related
dilemma, I suggest, is that the church
requires wisdom to knowwhether, or not,
in God’s economy, we are doing the
women-folk a disservice by making the
office of eldership available to both men
and women, as is currently the case in
NSW.

Keith A. Ferguson,
Anna Bay, NSW
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Two bad options

The Session of St Andrew’s Newcastle
tells us there are arguments for ordaining
women. True, there are a couple of
options:
1. Erase opposing passages from the

Bible, which is at odds with Confessional
Presbyterianism (Westminster
Confession Chapter 1.2, 4, 6-10) and
orthodox Christianity.
2. Use an incorrect interpretive

method, like quoting Galatians 3:27-28
which is not about leadership. It is about
God’s promises to Abraham (Gal 3:15-
25) being fulfilled in Christ redeeming us
from sin (Gal 4:1-7). If you throw away
the rules for interpretation, like looking at
context, you can read whatever you want
into the Bible.
The Bible clearly says that ordained

ministry is for men only (1 Timothy 2:7-
12 and 1 Corinthians 14:26-40).
Wayne Grudem has written a well-

researched and readable book called
Evangelical Feminism and Biblical Truth:
An Analysis of More Than 100 Disputed
Questions. If you’re really interested in the
issues, get a copy. Hardcopies are pub-
lished by Multnomah and an electronic
version available free online at
www.efbt100.com. He includes a great
chapter working out what women should
do in the church.
What if they were focused on training

the young and other women in godliness
(Titus 2:3-5)? Imagine the impact that
would have on the world!

Stephen McDonald,
Wodonga, Vic.

A beautiful sign

Re RowlandWard’s article (AP, July), by
natural generation from Adam we are all
“born in sin” (Psalm 51:5), i.e. we inherit
a sin nature fromAdam. Since sinners can
have no fellowship with God, sin must be
removed. It is appropriate therefore that
the covenantal sign to those who were
God’s people in theOld Testament was in
the organ of generation, for males only.
Holy children, of either sex, are born to
faithful Israelite fathers (or circumcised
Gentile proselytes) because the seed of
generation, tainted by Adam’s sin, is cov-
ered with the blood of circumcision, and
“without the shedding of blood (signifying
death), there is no remission of sin”.Abeau-
tiful picture of the covenantal blessings
afforded by circumcision is seen in the
passover when the doorposts and lintels

of Israelite households were sprinkled
with blood to protect the firstborn males
within. The blood in both instances (cir-
cumcision and passover) points forward
to the sacrifice of the lamb of God to put
away sin.
In the New Testament, a new

covenantal sign is required since Jesus’
blood has now been shed. Circumcision
in its spiritual aspect had reference to the
cutting away of sin – “And the Lord thy
God will circumcise thine heart, and the
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, that thou mayest live” (Deut. 30:
6). In the NT this spiritual circumcision
is referred to as “the circumcision of
Christ” and relates to the washing of
regeneration by theHoly Spirit, Titus 3:5
and Colossians 2:11. Baptism is God’s
glorious covenantal sign for the NT
household of faith.

Neil Mansfield,
Waurn Ponds, Vic.

Not so hidden

Sinclair Ferguson’s article on sanctifica-
tion (AP, July) is worth a reread or two.
He says “What a man is in secret, in pri-
vate duties, that he is in the eyes of God
and no more.” We need to ponder this
more, even our most private part, the
mind, for as aman thinks so he is.He goes
on “The Father has a way of rewarding us
openly – one way or another. Live well in
secret, be moulded by Scripture, learn to
pray, control your thought life by God’s
grace.”

We forget it but what we think is
often revealed to others. The laugh at
women, the impure joke and our rival’s
misfortune. Jealousy’s grim frown at our
peer’s success. The unjust judgment. The
revealing woman and her inappropriate
dress and the not-so-sly look at her. As
the Scripture says: “Their countenance
declares their sin“ (Is. 3:9). On the other
hand we have the smile on hearing Jesus’
name. The sad look at hearing His name
misused. The rejoicing in the good.
Sinclair Ferguson puts duty back into

its rightful place.Often it is scorned today
as inferior to love. But duty is simply
love expressed without expectation of
reward and often with the expectation of
condemnation. It is as Paul says, “I die
daily” (1 Cor.15:13). We need to live our
lives knowing Jesus is everything.

Neil Cadman,
Norman Park,Qld

PFA memento

One of my best friends, who recently
lost his wife, is facing serious health prob-
lems.
He is most upset because he has lost a

long treasured keepsake – his PFA badge,
which reminds himof ourwonderful PFA
activities in the 1940/50s.
If any reader still owns a badge and

would be willing to give it to him, I would
be most grateful. Please contact me on
(03) 9884 0566.

Bill Anderson,
Vermont South, Vic.
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21 Robert and Laurel Benn as he begins

his three-year term as Moderator
General, and the Clerk Paul Logan
and Conveners of committees as they
begin implementing the decisions of
the recent meeting of the federal
General Assembly (GAA).

22 Presbytery ofMurrumbidgeeNSW, 3
parishes and 2 homemission stations
totaling 7 congregations with about 520
c&a (communicants and adherents)
and 150 yf (younger folk – Sunday
School and youth) and 1 retired min-
ister. Bruce Hammonds clerk.

23 Paul and Carol Lukins mission partners
(APWM) workers from Condobolin
NSWwith SIM International involved
in church planting among the nomadic
Mursi people of Southern Ethiopia.

24 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Hawkesbury District (Windsor) home
mission station outer NW Sydney
with about 45 c&a and 10 yf, and 4 e
(elders).

25 Swan Hill parish northern Vic. with
about 70 c&a, 50 yf and 2 e; Barry and
Suzanne Oakes.

26 All pupils, staff and council of Scots
College, Bellevue Hill, Sydney; Robert
Iles, Principal, Conrad Nixon, Senior
Chaplain.

27 Keith and Norma Briggs mission part-
ners (APWM) workers from Dalby,
Qld as they continue their involve-
ment in PNG where they served for
many years with Pioneers.

28 Men’s ministries and organizations
including the Men’s League, NSW
(Charles McGuick, Pres., Warren
Lyons, Sec.) and the Men’s
Brotherhood, Vic. (George Bell, Sec.)

29 Barbara Brown mission partners
(APWM) worker from Croydon
Hills, Melbourne involved in outreach
and mentoring those involved in the

student ministries of Navigators.
30 Pray for the Interim moderator,

preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Belconnen home mission station ACT
with about 60 c&a, 10 yf and 6 e.

OCTOBER 2007
1 Presbytery of Geelong Vic. 4 parishes

and 1 home mission station totaling
10 congregations with about 50 c&a
and 95 yf, 1 research professor, 2
retired ministers and 1 under jurisdic-
tion. GrahamHamill clerk.

2 Kiama parish south of Sydney with
about 130 c&a, 40 yf and 4 e; Noel
and Fleur Creighton; and the celebra-
tion of the centenary of its pipe organ.

3 St Andrews parish Townsville with
about 259 c&a, 35 yf and 16 e; Rudi
and Heila Schwartz.

4 Historic Scots Church Melbourne
including Flemington with about 365
c&a, 35 yf and 31 e; Douglas and
Alison Robertson, Richard and
Rosemary O’Brien, John and
Elizabeth Diacos.

5 Daniel and Tammy Priest mission part-
ners (APWM)Workers from
Westlakes NSW with Pioneers at
Rumginae western PNG as doctor
and pharmacist.

6 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Junee home mission station southern
NSWwith about 80 c&a, 20 yf and 7 e.

7 Heywood-Portland parish western
Vic. (2 congregations) with about 80
c&a, 5 yf and 5 e; Ian and Val
Johnstone.

8 Pray for the devotions, fellowship,
debates and decisions at the Victorian
General Assembly this week; Graham
Bradbeer moderator, the clerks John
Wilson and Peter Philips, conveners
and other officers.

9 Myles & Robyn mission partners
(APWM) workers from Griffith
NSW in Central Asia with Interserve
involved in rural ministries.

10 Presbytery of Sydney 24 parishes
totaling 25 congregations with about

3440 c&a and 1125 yf, 2 deaconesses,
1 defense chaplain, 3 theological
teachers and 8 candidates, 3 retired
ministers and 14 under jurisdiction.
Ngaire Moore clerk.

11 RobynDaviesmission partners (APWM)
worker from Strathfield and her
Swedish fellow-worker Lizbeth Fritzell
withWycliffe Bible Translators as they
continue work among the people of the
Duke of York islands, PNG, for whom
their Ramoaaina translation of theNew
Testament was published recently.

12 Sutherland-Engadine parish (2 congre-
gations) southern Sydney with about
100 c&a, 60 yf and 12 e; Andrew and
Doneale Clausen, Phil and Glenda
Simmonds.

13 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Callide Valley parish Qld comprising
Biloela and Jambin with about 115
c&a, 25 yf and 9 e.

14 Ashtonfield parish near Newcastle
with about 20 c&a, 10 yf and 2 e;
NSW Russell and Liana Vandervelden.

15 Croydon Hills parish Melbourne with
about 55 c&a, 35 yf and 4 e; Matthew
and Kathryn James .

16 Ron & Jean Lyons mission partners
(APWM) workers among the indige-
nous people of Weipa with the
Presbyterian Church of Queensland.

17 Drs Patrick & Jenny Fung mission
partners (APWM) workers from
Sydney Chinese Presbyterian Church
in Singapore where he serves as
General Director of the Overseas
Missionary Fellowship.

18 Thank God for 200 years of Protestant
work in China since Robert Morrison
arrived, and pray for the estimated 91
million Christians (7.25%) in a popu-
lation of some 1.3 billion.

19 Peace home mission station,
Deception Bay northern Brisbane
with about 85 c&a, 40 yf and 3 e; John
and Deanne Gilmour.

20 Kingsford-Maroubra parish eastern
Sydney with about 55 c&a, 20 yf and
3 e; Johnnie and Ellen Li.
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The Dawkins Letters
David Robertson
Fearn: Christian Focus, 2007.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

The fact that Richard Dawkins’ The
God Delusion could sell as it has is an

indication of just how hostile Western
society has become to the Christian faith.
David Robertson is a Free Church minis-
ter in Scotland, and replies most capably
to Dawkins’ tirades. He does not pander
to the Oxford atheist, declaring that
“most of the arguments are of sixth-form
schoolboy variety and shot throughwith a
passionate anti-religious vehemence”.
Dawkins regards the notion of God as on
par with the notion of the tooth fairy or
the Flying Spaghetti Monster.
When C. S. Lewis says that we must

decide whether Christ is mad, blasphe-
mous or Lord, Dawkins replies lamely
that Jesus could have been “honestly mis-
taken”. So Jesus is masterful, shrewd, and
full of integrity in all He says and does,
but He just happens to think that He can
raise the dead, forgive sinners, and judge
the whole world. A more sensible conclu-
sion, givenwhatHe says aboutHimself, is
that Jesus is only good if He is God.
Dawkins calls religion an evil virus, and

says the doctrine that Christ died for sin-
ners is ‘barkingmad’. Adolf Hitler felt the
same way, and declared: ‘Only mankind
and above all the church havemade it their
aim to keep alive the weak, those unfit to
live, and people of an inferior kind.’
Dawkins deserves a reply, and he has
received one. Whether that does his soul

any eternal good remains to be seen. But
at least Robertson has tried, and done all
he can do.

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

Letters of
Thomas Chalmers
Edited by William Hanna
Banner of Truth, 2007.
Reviewed by Gregory Goswell

Dr Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) was
one of the great Scottish Presbyterian

leaders of his generation and also a hum-
ble Christian, and this reprint of a collec-
tion of his letters, edited by his son-in-law
and biographer (first published in 1853),
is most welcome. In all 410 letters are pro-
vided, prefaced by a table of significant
dates that helps the reader to place each
letter in a main period of Chalmers’ life,
together with a recent biographical sketch
of the great man (18 pages) by Iain
Murray.
There is a sad modern neglect of

Chalmers, who, like his secular equivalent,
Thomas Carlyle, though immensely
revered in his day and voluminous in his
writings, has disappeared from public
view without leaving a trace and perhaps
for the same reason: their writings had a
currency in their own day and addressed
contemporary religious, moral, social,
philosophical and even economic issues,
but that also meant that they dated
quickly.
Most of the letters are written after

1811, the year of his conversion during a
time of a severe illness (some 12 years
after having been licensed to preach the
gospel!). Chalmers left the sickroom a
different man from the one who entered
it. When writing to those who knew him
in his pre-conversion days, he said: “I was
not so earnest as I ought to have been in
pressing this great concern upon you
when I lived under your roof.” There are
letters that seek to bring gospel comforts
to the dying and the bereaved, saying to
one correspondent with deaths in the
family: “May these visitations lead us to a
truer estimate of the worth of things, that
we may neither be elated by the world’s
abundance, nor cast down by its adversi-
ties or its crosses”. A warm and sympa-
thetic human being emerges.
Chalmers’ letters show his practical

efforts to help the poor and to reach them
with the gospel. He was at the forefront
of efforts to finance the building hun-

dreds of new churches and manses.
Chalmers did not get his wish for the sev-
enth decade of his life to be a Sabbatical
one— a season of peace and piety, for the
last years of his life in some ways were his
busiest. The name of Thomas Chalmers
deserves to be remembered and revered,
and this valuable volume of letters shows
us the man behind the name.

Gregory Goswell is a lecturer at the
Presbyterian Theological College,
Melbourne.

The House that
Jesus Built
Dale Ralph Davis
Scotland, Christian Focus Publications, 2007.
Reviewed by Peter Playsted

William Philip of St. George’s – Tron
Church, Glasgow says that this

book is “biblical, succinct, clear, fun and,
above all, brief”. I can’t imagine anything
better for teaching what it means to
belong to the church than this book.
Written by Dr Ralph Davis, pastor of
Woodland Presbyterian Church,
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, the book sets
out in four comprehensive chapters to
explain to thosewho are coming into con-
tact with the Presbyterian and Reformed
faith for the very first timewhat it’s like to
be in such a church.
Commencing with “What Our

Church Believes”, the author tracks
through, in the following three chapters,
our confessional heritage, the marks of a
true church, the means of grace, and how
Christians are meant to live.
The book is short (just 64 pages), and

can be read comfortably in under an hour.
This latest work fromDr Davis supplies a
real need, and is highly recommended.

Rev. Peter Playsted is a NSW Presbyterian
Minister.
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The Psalmist tells us that it is the
fool who says in his heart that
there is no God (Psalm 14:1).
Indeed, the Psalmist finishes the

verse by attributing this atheistic conclu-
sion not to the power of the person’s
intellect but to the corruption of his heart.
This rejection of God can take many

forms. Today we are witnessing a new-
found militant zeal on the part of secular
fundamentalists. Richard Dawkins says
nothing mild – nor particularly accurate –
in his tirade against the God of the Old
Testament as a “fiercely unpleasant God,
morbidly obsessed with sexual restric-
tions, with the smell of charred flesh, with
his own superiority over rival gods and
with the exclusiveness of his chosen
desert tribe”.
Somewhat bewilderingly, Dawkins

claims that religion is truly horrible, and
was devised by human beings as some
kind of comforting delusion to distract
people from the sufferings of this world.
It is difficult to see how it could be both.
That does not bother Dawkins who
presses on to assert that religious instruc-
tion is a form of child abuse, and that gov-
ernments should put a stop to it.
Presumably, we could all sleep more
soundly at night if a policeman were
posted at the door to every Sunday
School.
Sam Harris has also been rushing into

print, and declaring that all religion, espe-
cially Islam, is unreasonable, uncivil, and
dangerous. Michel Onfray has issued the
Atheist Manifesto, while Christopher
Hitchens has declared God is Not Great:
HowReligion Poisons Everything. They all
say what Dawkins says, that “faith is an
evil precisely because it requires no justifi-
cation and brooks no argument”.

Actually, it is Dawkins and his ilk who
come across as unhinged, with closed

minds. It reminds one of Bozo in George
Orwell’s Down and Out in Paris and
London. Orwell describes Bozo: “He was
an embittered atheist (the sort of atheist
who does not so much disbelieve in God
as personally dislike Him). … He was a
very exceptional man.” Not altogether
exceptional, says the apostle Paul, for all

the descendants of Adam are by nature
“alienated and enemies in your mind”
(Col. 1:21).
Other practical atheists seem milder in

their rejection of the faith. John Piper
warns that “the greatest enemy of hunger
forGod is not poison but apple pie ... And
the most deadly appetites are not for the
poison of evil, but for the simple pleasures
of earth. For
when these
replace an
appetite for God
Himself, the
idolatry is
scarcely recog-
nisable, and
almost incur-
able.”
In Jesus’ para-

ble there are
those who make
rather boring
excuses for not coming to the great sup-
per. One had bought a field, another
wanted to try out five yoke of oxen, while
a third had married a wife (Luke 14:18-
20). The three of them reject the gospel of
the kingdom, but they seem rather more
civil about it than are Dawkins, Hitchens,
and Onfray.
Ultimately, however, the difference

belongs to the surface. Any rejection of
God’s coming to us in Christ is not a
result of our superior wisdom and altru-
ism, but our worldliness and fallenness.
Jesus told the Jews that they could not
believe because they received honour
from one another, and not the honour
that comes from God (John 5:44). They
were not rational and objective judges
weighing up the evidence before them.
They were sinful rebels who needed to lay
down their arms.
When Paul preached to Felix about

righteousness, self-control and the judg-
ment to come, Felix was stung, precisely
because he was a man who had exhibited

little righteousness and self-control in his
life, and so the judgment to come was not
something that he looked forward to.Not
that he could admit that to himself or oth-
ers. Instead , he told Paul: “Go away for
now; when I have a convenient time I will
call for you” (Acts 24:25).
It is all smoke and mirrors. We may be

eloquent and decidedly hostile, wemay be
fairly laid back and indifferent, or we may
be protective of our standing in the com-
munity – but in all this there is the heart
of a fool. God does not address us as
impartial philosophers or decent
bystanders but as sinners with sinful
hearts.
“This is the condemnation, that the

light has come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For everyone prac-
tising evil hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed” (John 3:19-20). Behind the
aggressive atheism of a Dawkins and the
worldly indifference of the man who had
just bought a field is the same heart – fool-
ish, corrupt, and dead before God, until
the Spirit of God brings about the new
birth. Dawkins, like Nicodemus, you
must be born again.

B A C K P A G E

The fool says...
Atheism does not spring from superior rationality.

Peter
Barnes

Felix exhibited
little self-
control in his
life, so the
judgment to
come was not
something
he looked
forward to.
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