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editorial

O

ne of the most serious theological controversies ever
to have gripped the church concerned the Lord’s
Supper during the time of the Reformation. It
stirred deep emotions, particularly within the
English church, when some of its leading scholars went to the
stake affirming the real spiritual presence of Christ in the
Supper. By repudiating the Roman Catholic view of transubstantiation, namely, that the bread and wine became the actual
body and blood of Christ, bishops such as Nicholas Ridley
and Thomas Cranmer laid down their lives for their convictions. In place of the Catholic dogma, they insisted that all
the benefits of Christ’s body and blood are received spiritually by those who appropriate them with sincere faith.
There have been few theological issues which have excited
such intense passions as this one, which is why it’s more than
a little curious that discussions about the Supper are almost
non-existent in modern evangelicalism. Interestingly, there is
a tendency today in many churches which claim a reformed
heritage to diminish the place and significance of the sacraments in congregational life. Two factors seem to have given
rise to this apparent lack of interest in the sacraments.
The first is the prevalence of the idea that the Lord’s
Supper is no more than a symbol or a memorial of Christ’s
death. This view owes its origins to Huldrych Zwingli, who
taught that the Supper consists of nothing more than a focusing of one’s mind on Christ and contemplating what took
place on the cross. According to Zwingli the Lord’s Supper is
no more a means of grace than any other spiritual exercise
that evokes memories of Christ’s death.
The second factor is related to the first and is rooted in the
belief that the key to unlock spiritual renewal in the church is
not to be found solely in the preaching of the Word and the
administration of the sacraments. Instead, it’s claimed that
such renewal can be achieved by other instruments such as
prayer groups, spiritual direction, conference attendance, the
so-called “baptism in the Spirit” and speaking in tongues.
In this issue of AP our aim is to re-examine our theological heritage on the sacraments to see if we are in danger of losing something important.
Peter Hastie ap
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Pledge and promise
There is real grace in the Supper – and more.

T

he Rev. Michael Horton (PhD) is
a professor of historical theology
and apologetics at Westminster
Theological
Seminary
in
Escondido, California. He is also editor of
Modern Reformation magazine, and the
author of a number of books including A
Better Way (on worship), Where in the
World is the Church? (on vocation), The
Covenant and Eschatology, Lord and
Servant (both on Covenant theology),
The Law of Perfect Freedom (on the Ten
Commandments) and Putting Amazing
Back Into Grace.
J.I. Packer says of his book, A Better
Way, where he discusses the Lord’s
Supper in the context of Christian worship, “Horton’s enlivening wisdom is
surely a godsend to all evangelicals”. Dr
Horton speaks regularly on radio and is a
minister in the United Reformed
Churches in North America.

At the time of the Reformation there
was an intense debate among
Protestants about the nature and
importance of the Lord’s Supper.

Michael Horton
talks to

Peter Hastie
However, today hardly anyone talks
about it. Why?
It was certainly regarded as a crucial
issue at the time of the Reformation
because people were prepared to die
rather than surrender their understanding
of the Lord’s Supper. It was also one of
the key issues that kept the Reformed and
Lutheran churches apart. The split
between them arose because of that one
point. They reached substantial agreement on every other doctrine except the
Lord’s Supper, so they certainly thought it
was crucial.
The reason it was such a central issue at
the time of the Reformation was because
it safeguarded what Protestants believed
about the doctrine of the atonement. The
Roman Catholic Church believed that it
had the power to re-sacrifice Christ for
our sins and could offer Christ again to
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the Father on our behalf. The question
was: “Is Christ offered once and for all by
the Father, or is He offered by the
church? Is the church presenting a sacrificial offering to the Father that is in some
measure a work by us as well as for us?”
This was the main issue in this debate during the Reformation.
The matters of dispute between the
Lutherans and the other Reformers
focused mainly on Luther’s doctrine of
ubiquity, namely, that Christ is somehow
physically present in the elements of the
Lord’s Supper. Luther’s aim was to ensure
that Jesus’ humanity was actually tied to
the elements of the bread and wine. He
argued that Jesus’ body was so interpenetrated by his divinity that his human qualities were overwhelmed by the divine
qualities. This meant that Jesus’ human
body, which under normal circumstances
can only be in one place at one time, possessed special properties which made it
omnipresent. His divinised flesh thus
took on the characteristics of Christ’s
deity which led Luther to believe that
Christ was everywhere, not just according

to his deity, but also according to his
humanity.
Frankly, that’s a very odd view. Zwingli
pointed out the problems when dealing
with the doctrine of the resurrection. He
claimed that since Jesus was raised bodily
and stands at the right hand of God, He
cannot be present in his humanity in more
than one place.
Calvin agreed with Zwingli that
Christ’s body was at the right hand of
God, but he was dissatisfied with his conclusion that the Supper was just a memorial and that Christ’s presence in the
Supper was no different to his presence
elsewhere. Calvin believed that both the
Lutherans and the Zwinglians were denying the real substance of the flesh of
Christ as being that which believers truly
feed on. I mean, once you have said that
the true fleshly substance of Jesus Christ
has been transformed into some form of
universal body that is present everywhere,
what makes the Lord’s Supper special?
And once you have turned communion
into mere remembrance, what are you
actually feeding on? I think Calvin’s solution to this problem enables us to maintain a real presence of Christ in the Supper
that the other views cannot account for.

But if the Reformers believed this was
a significant issue, why don’t modern
evangelicals regard it in the same
way? There aren’t many books
appearing these days on the Lord’s
Supper.
I think there are a lot of reasons for
this, but certainly one obvious reason is
that most evangelicals today are
Zwinglians; not perhaps explicitly, but
certainly implicitly. As Zwingli reformed
the worship service in Zurich, he replaced
the Mass with the medieval Prone service.
This service was a preaching service. So he
got rid of the Mass entirely. He didn’t
simply reform the Mass; he did away with
it altogether. This meant that he substituted a medieval preaching service for
what had been a service that focussed on
both Word and sacrament. And that
became the model for a lot of
Protestantism. This has meant that many
Protestants now think that going to
church is just a matter of hearing a sermon
or a lecture.
Of course, not all Protestants agreed
with what Zwingli had done. Calvin and
Bucer, for instance, completely rejected
Zwingli’s approach. So did Thomas
Cranmer. However, evangelicals (particularly in their reaction to 19th century
Roman Catholicism and the Tractarian

movement) increasingly came to view
anything mystical or sacramental with
suspicion.
Interestingly, they weren’t nearly so
worried about symbolism and treating
things in the Bible as symbolic. This is
intriguing because their approach on this
issue has led us to Protestant liberalism.
On the other hand, the merely mystical
approach has led us to Romanism. So now
we have this sort of symbolic memorialism amongst evangelicals, and on the
other side we have Roman Catholic sacerdotalism.
Now what is
so helpful about
Many Christians
the magisterial
reformers, that
now seem to
is,
those
think that
reformers who
music is a
compiled our
means of grace,
v a r i o u s
particularly if it
Reformed
is written in a
Confessions,
contemporary
was that they
style.
were able to see
the dangers of
both positions.
Even Bullinger, Zwingli’s successor,
denied in the second Helvetic Confession
that the sacraments were bare and naked
signs. He said that the sacraments – when
and where the Spirit wills – convey that
which is promised in them. So believers,
when they eat and drink the Lord’s
Supper, receive in faith what was actually
promised.
Sadly, that kind of balanced approach
to the Lord’s Supper has been surrendered
to dozens of spiritual programmes where
almost anything, except the preached
Word and the administered sacraments,
counts as a means of grace. I think it’s significant that in all of the Reformed
Confessions it says that the preached
Word and the administered sacraments are
the means of grace. However, many
Christians now seem to think that music
is a means of grace, particularly if it is written in a contemporary style. We have also
come to believe that the daily “quiet
time” is the primary means of grace, even
though the Westminster Confession says
that the Lord blesses “the reading, but
especially the preaching of the Word” in
that regard.
We treat big Christian events, especially concerts and revival meetings as
means of grace, but what about the ordinary gathering of God’s people for the
ministry of Word and sacrament? For
many evangelicals weekly church services
are just too dull, boring and ordinary to

qualify as the primary means of grace.
And yet that’s exactly what Christ instituted in order to produce and sustain faith
in the hearts of His people. I think that
one reason people are looking for more
drama and action in the service is because
the regular celebration of the Lord’s table
has dropped out of our common life.

Exactly what is meant by a sacrament?
Well, the traditional definition that
Roman Catholics, Lutherans and
Reformed Christians have all agreed on
was that a sacrament was “a sign of a
sacred thing”. But that doesn’t take us
very far. A sacrament, or “sacramentum”
as it is in Latin, is a translation of the
Greek term mysterion, which means mystery. So when Paul says that ministers are
entrusted with the “mysteries of God”
some early church fathers thought that
this referred to the sacraments because
the sacraments were typically called the
“mysteries of God” in ancient church literature. Whether or not people were right
to interpret mysterion in that way, that’s
how we got the term sacrament.
Now Zwingli was unhappy with the
term. He said, “I just wish we could get
rid of the word ‘sacrament’ completely.”
He was keen to get rid of the idea of a
means of grace altogether, or at least baptism and the Lord’s Supper as a means of
grace. If you asked Zwingli, “Well, if baptism and the Lord’s Supper are not a
means of grace, what are they?” he would
have replied, “They are pledges of our
obedience”. On the other hand, Calvin
maintained that the sacraments were most
definitely not a sign of our faith and obedience. “Instead,” he said, “they are first
and foremost pledges of God’s obedience
to His own oath, that is, His promise. The
sacraments are signs of what God has
covenanted to do for us, not what we
pledge to do for Him.”
Now the problem is that the average
evangelical sits in the pew at the Lord’s
Supper, bows his head, looks down into
his little shot glass full of wine and has a
small private moment meditating on what
it must have been like for Jesus to die on
the cross. And he thinks, “You know, if I
really think about the cross hard enough
and contemplate what Christ did by dying
on the cross for me, I will have heartfelt
gratitude that will bring about true repentance and make me want to live for Jesus.”
This line of thinking is perfectly consistent with Zwingli’s view of the Lord
Supper, but I don’t think it’s what
Scripture is teaching.
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So what should Christians be thinking of as they look into their little
shot glass of wine at the Lord’s
Supper? What do you think about?
Let’s look at the words of the institution: “For as often as you do this, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes
again.” Okay, as we are receiving the
Lord’s Supper we are proclaiming
together what the pastor should be
preaching from the pulpit. He does it officially on Christ’s behalf through preaching, and we preach to each other through
sharing in this meal. In effect, we are saying to one another, “Christ has died,
Christ has risen, and Christ will come
again.” So it’s a public announcement to
other believers; but it’s also a public
announcement to non-Christians who
may be there as well.
However, it’s more than a proclamation. Paul says “This bread which we
break, is it not a communion or participation in the body of Christ? The cup which
we bless, is it not also a participation in
the blood of Christ?” I think that what
Paul says here cancels out the idea that the
Lord’s Supper is just a mere memorial. He
tells us that there is a real reception and
participation in the body and blood of
Christ. The Belgic Confession puts it like
this: “What the believer receives in the
Lord’s Supper is nothing less than the true
and natural crucified body and shed blood
of Jesus Christ.” Of course, the question
then arises: Well, how does this happen?
How do we participate in the body and
blood of Christ? At this point we need to
take a step backwards and see how Paul
treats the whole notion of union or fellowship with Christ as something accomplished by the Holy Spirit.
Here Calvin makes a helpful contribution by reminding us that it’s the Holy
Spirit in our hearts that makes us cry out
for God and who also effects the union
and communion that we have with Him
in the Lord’s Supper. So, as we are taking
the elements of bread and wine we’re
doing a number of things: first, we are certainly remembering what Christ has done.
But we are doing more than that; we are
acknowledging
that
personally.
Remembering is not so much an intellectual exercise in trying to understand the
depths of Christ’s suffering. It is more a
matter of acknowledging that Christ’s
death is what we need to address the problem of our sin and alienation from God.
Again, I think it’s significant that Jesus
was recognised by His disciples after the
resurrection when he hosted the first celebration of the Supper in His glorified
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body. Luke tells us that the two disciples
recognised him in the breaking of the
bread. So it’s a significant meal in that
respect; as we receive the bread and wine
we recognise and acknowledge who Jesus
is and what He has accomplished for us.
At the same time it is important to
remember that the Lord’s Supper is also
His pledge to us. It reminds us that since
Christ has died for our sins and justified
us, we can be united to Him by faith. We
can share in His life through feeding upon
His body and
Some blood by faith.

evangelicals
are so
captivated by
the spiritual
aspects of
salvation that
they cannot
appreciate the
material
aspects of
God’s creation.

Why did God
need to give us
tangible, visible,
material sacraments?
Isn’t
preaching the
Gospel enough
to unite us to
Christ?

We need the
sacraments
because we are
tangible, visible,
material people. Unfortunately some
evangelicals are so captivated by the spiritual aspects of salvation that they cannot
properly appreciate the physical and material aspects of God’s creation. As far as
they are concerned, the soul is all that
matters. However, I have a real problem
with this sort of thinking. There is an
implicit Gnosticism here that divides a
person into two parts: a more important
spiritual aspect as well as a physical side
that can be dispensed with. What they forget is that Jesus rose bodily from the dead
and that we too are going to be raised
bodily from the dead. In the resurrection
we will not be disembodied souls, but
reunified, embodied people. As C S Lewis
says, “God likes the idea of matter; He
invented it.”
Now Zwingli’s problem is that he
believed that God’s Spirit didn’t need anything but spirit in order to minister to our
spirits. This explains why the sacraments
don’t feature prominently with him. He
didn’t see the need for their physical
nature. The difficulty is, however, that if
you think that God doesn’t work through
material things to bring about spiritual
results – because God is a spirit – then you
have a real problem with the incarnation.
The Word became flesh. Further, His
fleshly humanity was just as essential for
our salvation as His omnipresent deity. If
all we ever received of Christ was His
soul, we would not be saved; nor would
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we be saved if we simply received His
divinity. We must participate in His full
humanity. It is that participation which
guarantees that our souls will rest with
God until the resurrection, and then on
the resurrection morning that we will be
raised bodily as He was.

Why do Roman Catholics claim that
there are seven sacraments in the
Christian faith as opposed to two?
Well, it all depends on how you understand a sacrament. So the question is not
just a peripheral one about how many
sacraments you think there are.
The reformers followed the apostolic
Church in recognising that there were
essentially two rules for identifying a
sacrament. First, a sacrament had to be
instituted by Christ. It had to have
dominical sanction. The Lord Jesus Christ
had to explicitly ordain it. Naturally, you
have that with baptism and also with the
Lord’s Supper. Both these rites are repeatedly mentioned as ordinary means of
grace in Jesus’ ongoing ministry in the
book of Acts. Also, the reformers said a
sacrament had to focus on the Gospel as a
means of grace.
Now there are a lot of things that we do
in the Christian life that are helpful to us in
a spiritual sense. We go to Bible conferences, witness to friends, and read
Christian books with a group of friends
from church. These are excellent things to
do, but none of them are expressly
ordained by Christ. Of course, that’s okay
because we have the freedom to do all these
things in our own time. However, the real
question is: where has God promised to
meet us and show us His grace? And the
Bible tells us that one place that He has
promised to meet us is where He has instituted a sacrament. That’s where He has
promised to deliver His grace. Certainly
God blesses us in many other ways as well,
but it is in the sacraments that God has
promised special blessing.

How does God meet us in baptism
and show us His grace?
I think it helps if we start in the Old
Testament by reminding ourselves how
God shows His grace to Abraham, the
father of all who believe. He comes to
Abraham and promises him: “I will be a
God to you and your children after you.”
“Lord,” says Abraham, “how will I know
this?” And God responds, “Well, let me
give you this sacrament to confirm it.”
One of the interesting features of the narrative in Genesis 15 through 17 is that
Abraham is always asking: “How will I

know this, Lord? How can I be sure?” In
that sense he is like all of us. Yes, the Word
itself is powerful but seeing is believing.
And so God condescends to Abraham’s
weakness and gives him a sign. By giving
him the sign of circumcision He ratifies
His treaty with him.
Now in all of the biblical covenants
there is both a word and a sacrament. The
word promises and threatens and the
sacrament ratifies the treaty. This means
that preachers can proclaim the New
Covenant with all their hearts but without
the sacraments the preaching isn’t ratified
to each and every individual who
embraces the promise. They may hear it
and still feel uncertain. However, when
they are given the bread and cup and are
told “the blood of Christ shed for you,
preserve your body and soul to everlasting
life”, then that public preaching is ratified
for them personally.
So a sacrament has to be instituted by
Christ Himself and it must have a Gospel
purpose; it actually has to be a means of
grace. Incidentally, that’s why marriage
isn’t a sacrament as the Catholic Church
maintains. It’s a creation ordinance; it was
not instituted by Christ in relation to the
Gospel. Further, it’s an ordinance that
both Christians and non-Christians
equally share in. So it’s not a sacrament or
a means of grace.

Are Christians wrong who say that
“baptism is my pledge of faith in
God”?
I think they have stepped off on the
wrong foot. I understand what they are
trying to say but they need to remember
that baptism is essentially God’s pledge.
God’s pledge to me may certainly engender or give rise to my pledge. If we think
of the way Paul puts it in Romans 12:
“Therefore, beloved, in view of God’s
mercies present your bodies as a living
sacrifice.” In view of the promise that
God is making to us and our children in
baptism, we have an obligation to respond
faithfully. But baptism itself is not the sign
of our faith; it’s the sign of God’s promise.
Unfortunately this is often confused,
especially by Baptists.

What spiritual realities do the sacraments signify and seal?
Everything that the Gospel promises.
They signify Christ and all His benefits –
forgiveness of sins, rebirth, justification,
adoption, sanctification and glorification.
Everything that we have in Christ is signified and sealed in our baptism and in the
Lord’s Supper.

In speaking about the Lord’s Supper,
why did Jesus actually bless the elements before He distributed them?
Did this invest them with a particular
power that they wouldn’t ordinarily
possess? What’s going on here?
The starting point I think has to be the
ascension. When Christ prepared His disciples for His departure He said, “I’m not
going to leave you as orphans; I’m going
to send the Holy Spirit to you and He will
be like your advocate or covenant attorney. Nevertheless, I am going away.” So
on one hand He says to them, “I will be
with you till the end of the age”, and then
on the other He says, “I am going away.”
What did He mean?

It’s impossible
to conjure up
Jesus’ actual
flesh on an
altar by the
ringing of bells
and special
prayers.

I think that what Christ meant is that
while He is leaving us in the flesh, He will
still be present with us in the person of the
Holy Spirit. True, the body of Jesus is
gone and He won’t be back in the flesh
until His second coming. Nevertheless,
He institutes this feast in the meantime
for us to commune with Him. So there are
all these different things going on.
What conclusions can we draw from
this? First, I think we can say that it’s
impossible to conjure up Jesus’ actual
flesh on an altar by the ringing of bells and
special prayers. Transubstantiation is simply unsupportable. I mean, Jesus said,
“I’m gone in the flesh for now but I’ll be
back at the end of the age.” I don’t think
He could make it any clearer that He is
now physically absent. His bodily flesh is
not present on an altar in any sense.
Second, our view of the Lord’s Supper
must have room for the work of the Holy
Spirit. Jesus told the disciples that the
Holy Spirit will take care of all their affairs
on earth although He would still be ruling
everything from heaven. This means that
when a minister consecrates the bread and
wine in the Lord’s Supper and calls upon
God to bless us as we receive the elements, it’s the Holy Spirit whom Jesus has
sent who is present.

Further, we need to remember that the
bread and the wine become more than
ordinary elements at the point of consecration. In Luke 22 and 24 we read that
“Jesus blessed, broke and gave” the elements. Those are the words that are used
on both these occasions of the Lord’s
Supper. Paul uses the same formula in his
recapitulation of the Lord’s Supper in 1
Corinthians 10 – He blessed, He broke
and He gave. When He blessed the bread
He did not simply give thanks as we do
when we thank the Lord for our food at
meal-times. This was a consecration; a setting apart of ordinary bread and ordinary
wine for special use. It didn’t change the
nature of the elements one iota. But it did
set them aside in a manner that was full of
covenantal significance.
Ancient Near Eastern scholars have
pointed out that in many of the suzerainty
treaties where you have the ratifying of a
covenant by a blood sacrifice, you find
statements like this: “This head is not the
head of a lamb, but it is the head of Mr X
and his sons. May the same thing happen
to Mr X and his sons (as has happened to
this lamb) should he violate this treaty.”
Now it has been pointed out by scholars
that when the treaty says “this is not the
head of a lamb”, the parties to the
covenant clearly didn’t mean that the
lamb’s head had been transubstantiated
into the actual literal head of Mr X and his
sons. And yet they use that realistic language: “This is no longer the head of a
lamb” in the same way that Jesus says
“This is my body and this is my blood”.
These elements are no longer just bread
and wine. Of course, given the use of
covenantal language, I don’t believe that
Jesus is denying the reality of the actual
bread. But what He is saying is that it’s no
longer just an ordinary meal with common bread and wine. It has now been consecrated by the Spirit for a different use.
So it’s not a different substance; it’s a different use. It is set aside by consecration
and prayer, not for the purpose of physical nourishment, but as a means of grace.

How do we explain the various names
of this meal – the Lord’s Supper, Holy
Communion, the Eucharist, and the
“breaking of bread”?
All these terms can be used because the
New Testament uses this kind of language
to describe the meal. And, personally, I
think that that kind of variety is fine. Why
not use all the different terms Scripture
uses?

Some people would say, however, that
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if you use the word Eucharist you are
probably moving in a Roman
Catholic direction?
Well, that’s really amazing! You mean if
you use a biblical term like Eucharist in a
Presbyterian Church in Australia people
think you are going Catholic?
Actually, the term Eucharist means
“thanksgiving”. We are meant to give
thanks to God as one aspect of the Lord’s
Supper. Paul says “The cup that we bless,
and the bread for which we give thanks”.
As far as I can see there is nothing wrong
in calling it the Eucharist.
However, I do have a personal preference for the terms Holy Communion and
Lord’s Supper. I think they more accurately describe the meal. The term Holy
Communion comes from Paul’s words in
1 Corinthians 10 where he uses the word
koinonia, or fellowship, to describe the
meal.
The expression The Lord’s Supper is
the most obvious term. It is used in the
Synoptic Gospels to describe the meal. In
all of these ways we are getting at what the
New Testament describes is going on. We
are thanking God because we are actually
receiving Christ and all of His benefits in
this meal. It’s being ratified to us; all that
is promised in the Word is being confirmed and guaranteed. Personally, I like
to call the meal the Lord’s Supper or
Communion. Actually, the reason why I
am less inclined to call it Eucharist is not
because it has Catholic overtones; rather,
I prefer not to use it because it was
Zwingli’s preference. He preferred to call
the Lord’s Supper the Eucharist because
he wanted to emphasise that it was a meal
in which we thank God, not a meal in
which God communicates Christ and all
of His benefits. As I have already
explained, I don’t think that is a helpful
way of looking at the Supper.

What’s the point of having two elements, bread and wine? I mean,
wouldn’t one be enough?
Well, Rome thought so, at least for the
laity. I think the point we need to start at
is the recognition that the context for the
Lord’s Supper is God’s covenant. In
ancient covenants it was always the
suzerain or overlord, not the subject, who
chose the elements to be used for ratifying
the treaty. Now this is God’s covenant;
He is the one making it, and therefore He
gets to choose what the elements will be.
It’s interesting to look back again at the
analogy with the Passover and see that
unleavened bread had great significance to
the Jews. To the Jews leaven symbolised
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sin. So before the Passover everyone was
supposed to go around their house and
get rid of any leaven they had at home.
This was meant to be symbolic of getting
rid of all sin in preparation for the feast.
Since Christ was without sin, it makes
sense that the element used as the sign in
the sacrament should be unleavened bread
since it’s the sign for His body broken for
us. And then there is the wine. In the
Psalms there is the “cup of God’s wrath”
that God makes His enemies drink. But
there is also the “cup of salvation” which
the Israelites took up at every Passover. So
in the Supper we have a picture of Christ,

John Calvin
said that the
Lord’s supper
should be celebrated every
time the word
is preached,
or at least
weekly.
the unleavened bread, spotless and without sin, drinking the wine of God’s wrath
for us so that we could drink the wine of
joy and gladness.

Why do Roman Catholic laity only
receive the bread? Why can’t they
have the cup?
It all goes back to their doctrine of
transubstantiation – that the bread and
wine become the actual body and blood of
Christ – and what would happen if some
of the wine was spilled. At least, that’s
how it all started in the Middle Ages. I
mean, it’s bad enough to drop a piece of
bread (after all, this is Jesus you’ve just
dropped on the ground), but at least you
can pick Him up. It’s not so easy if you
spill the wine. If you believe that this is the
actual blood of Christ, how do you get it
out of the carpet? You’re faced with a terrible problem. So they tried to minimise
the potential problem by only offering the
wafer.

Is there a right way to receive the
Lords Supper?
I think it’s a matter on which we have
freedom. People receive communion in a
variety of different ways in our churches
and have done so since the Reformation.
Early on, for instance, in the Reformed
churches of Geneva, Strasbourg and
Zurich, people came forward for a common cup. They received communion
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standing. The reason they stood was that
they believed that if they received it kneeling all kinds of superstitious associations
would come back to people who had been
freed from the idolatry of the Mass.
People had previously knelt to worship
the elements and so the Reformers
thought it was wise to ask them to receive
them standing.
Then, in the following centuries,
Reformed churches set up tables at the
front of the church to which people
would come and sit to receive the elements. In more recent times
Presbyterians have remained in their pews
and elders have distributed the elements
to them there.
Is it better to stand, sit at a table or
receive it in your pew? I think this is a
matter which should be determined by
common sense and prudence. It’s a matter
about which Christians can differ. I don’t
think we have any biblical warrant for saying that posture is essential to the sacrament. However, I do think that coming
forward, whether sitting at tables or
kneeling or standing, and particularly having the minister put the bread in your
hand and giving you the cup, is more
pregnant with the sense that you are a
receiver. You are actually receiving from
the hand of Christ’s ambassador the sign
and seal of your pardon.

How often should churches administer the Lord’s Supper?
John Calvin said that the Lord’s Supper
should be celebrated every time the Word
is preached, or at least weekly. And he
wasn’t joking about that because the
Word was preached every day in Geneva.
Further, he argued that if the sacrament is
a sign and seal of the Word preached, then
the Word should be ratified whenever it is
preached. That was Calvin’s argument for
weekly communion. He devised a liturgy
that, unlike Zwingli’s, was a Word and
sacrament liturgy, not just a preaching service. And the City Council of Geneva
rejected it because they thought it was too
radical. People at that time were used to
going to church and receiving communion once a year as Roman Catholics. So
the average lay-person had a very low view
of the sacraments. The average lay-person
never or rarely came into contact with the
communion elements. So for all practical
purposes the Supper was irrelevant.
Unfortunately the city fathers were
hide-bound to their traditions and said,
“The people are not used to the sacrament
more than once or twice a year.” So Calvin
replied, “Well, at least we can do it every

Christmas, Ascension Day, Easter and
Pentecost in addition to our quarterly celebrations?” and they went along with that.
But Calvin still felt it should be celebrated
weekly. Personally, I think he was right.
Frequent communion is good for us. I
know some people say to me, “I’m totally
opposed to weekly communion because it
won’t be special anymore; it will get old.”
I have often thought of asking them
whether they are prepared to apply the
same logic to certain activities in their
married life. Most of them don’t have an
answer for that one. I mean, think of how
the same logic applies to preaching: “Let’s
only have four sermons a year because,
goodness knows, preaching gets stale
when you hear it too often!” The reality is
that people need to have Christ preached
to them each week. And if they need the
covenant word proclaimed every week,
they should have it ratified too by the
sacrament.

Is there any reason why Christians
should not receive the meal?
Yes, whenever the elders tell them.
There is too much self-excommunication
going on. Again I think that that has
become a pastoral question today when it
should not have been a problem.

What do you mean there is too much
self-excommunication going on?
Where I decide that I’m not worthy to
take communion. Excommunication
means “keeping from communion”. The
problem is that we are supposed to receive
communion whenever it’s offered.

What does Paul mean when he says
we have to rightly discern the body of
Christ before we receive the Supper?
I don’t think he means what a lot of
Christians think he means. In the context
of the irregularities that were taking place
in Corinth I think he was reminding the
believers there that it was inconsistent for
them to partake of the Supper if they were
abusing and dishonouring other members
(the poorer ones) of the body of Christ.
When he calls upon them to rightly discern the body, I don’t think he is asking
them to make sure that their understanding of the Supper is perfect or that they
really, really, really love Jesus. He is asking
them to search their hearts to see whether
they are treating fellow members of
Christ’s body properly. If a church is in
such a state that it has to be disciplined as
Corinth was by Paul, it should probably
stop celebrating the Lord’s Supper until it
gets itself sorted out.
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I feel it’s important to remind believers
that this meal is not given to us because
we are strong in faith, but precisely
because we are weak. It is designed to
prop us up. It’s meant for the person who
is struggling – not the unrepentant person
– but the person who is struggling with
assurance, struggling with faith and struggling with temptation. This is the sort of
person who should take the sacrament.

Should the Lord’s Supper ever be celebrated outside a normal church service? Should we take it to the sick?
Our pastor did that with my father as
he was dying and it was of inestimable
comfort to him. Now we don’t do things
just because they seem like a good idea,
but certainly extending the means of grace
to the whole body of Christ is enjoined
upon us in Scripture. If part of the body is
confined to a hospital and cannot get to
the church, then we should make every
effort to allow that person to receive the
comfort of the sacrament. Usually this
means that the minister, hopefully with an
elder or two, can visit the sick person and
administer the Supper. I think it’s interesting that Calvin continued the practice
of taking communion to the sick and
ap
infirm in Geneva.
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A tough examination
Come to communion recognising you have heart disease.

B

ecause of the significance of the
Lord’s Supper and the serious
warnings against receiving it in an
unworthy manner, Bible-believing
Christianity has always stressed the importance of proper preparation by those who
want to share in the sacrament.
This requirement is an aspect of
Christian responsibility which is often forgotten. It is, of course, a distinct duty and
is not just to be pursued in a general sense
but specifically, as part of our obedience to
the explicit teaching of the Apostle Paul: “A
man ought to examine himself before he
eats of the bread and drinks of the cup” (1
Cor. 11:28).
In the past many churches helped their
members prepare for the Lord’s Supper by
holding special worship services which
focused specifically on promoting spiritual
preparation for the communion. These
often proved to be times of real spiritual
benefit and they became a feature of many
Presbyterian churches in different parts of
the world. While in many places such special times are no longer held, the primary
spiritual duty of self-examination should
still be pursued.
The reason for concentrated times of
self-examination is not to keep us from the
Lord’s Supper, but to help us by grace to

Stuart
Bonnington
share in the body and blood of Christ in a
proper way. And what is the proper way?
Not, of course, by making ourselves “worthy partakers”, for
no one in and of
We that have himself is ever
sinned with worthy.
Instead, each of
Peter should
us
needs to search
weep with
himself to see
Peter. The whether we have a
more bitter- living, individual
ness we taste faith in Jesus Christ
in sin, the and that we have
more sweet- sincerely separated
ness we shall ourselves from sin
taste in Christ. and unrighteousness. As Calvin
THOMAS WATSON
said, the Lord’s
Supper “is a sacrament ordained not for the perfect, but for
the weak and feeble, to awaken, arouse, stimulate, and exercise the feeling of faith and
love, indeed, to correct the defeat of both…”
Believers are often troubled by great
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feelings of unworthiness, which makes
them reluctant to receive the sacrament.
What spiritual advice can be given to such
Christians?
First, no one can come and receive the
sacrament because they are somehow worthy. Paradoxically, those who hesitate to
take the elements may have forgotten (or
perhaps never truly learned?) that
Christian salvation and everything that the
Lord’s Supper stands for focuses on the
amazing free gift of everlasting life in Jesus,
by faith alone and apart from human effort
and religious works. In other words, to take
the Supper we must come to Christ
acknowledging our own unworthiness and
relying solely upon His grace and righteousness. Those who lack assurance of salvation need to know that we are not saved
by our assurance of being saved, but by
believing in Christ and departing, by grace,
from a life of sin.
If we believe in Him, we should come to
the Lord’s Supper, expecting God to bless
us, and leave our feelings concerning assurance to follow the facts of our trust in
Christ. On the other hand, some who profess to be Christians may claim they are not
worthy to come to the Supper, so as to
excuse themselves from leaving a life of sin.
If that is the case, the elders in the congregation should lovingly and tactfully call
them to genuine repentance and fresh obedience.
The famous Puritan writer Thomas
Watson published a brief book in 1665 entitled The Holy Eucharist, or The Mystery of
the Lord’s Supper Briefly Explained. In the
chapter on self-examination, he calls
Christians to have spiritually prepared
hearts as they come to the Supper. “It is not
enough to do what God has appointed, but
as He appointed … The musician first puts
his instrument into tune, before it goes to
meet with God in this solemn ordinance of
the sacrament…”
Watson calls Christians to come to the
Lord’s Supper above all with a Christian
heart. “Would we have Christ’s exhilarating
presence in the Supper? Let us meet Him
with strong endearments of affection.” He
then explains what he means by this in true
Puritan fashion.
First, we should come to the Lord’s
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Supper with an examined heart: “It is not
enough that others think we are fit to
come, but we must examine ourselves. The
Greek word to examine, dokimazo, is a
metaphor taken from the goldsmith, who
does curiously try his metals. So before we
come to the Lord’s table, we are to make a
curious and critical trial of ourselves by the
Word … We should examine our sins, that
they may be mortified; our wants, that they
may be supplied; our graces, that they may
be strengthened.”
Second, we should come to the Lord’s
Supper with a serious heart: “Our spirits
are feathery and light; like a vessel without
ballast, which floats on the water but does
not sail. We float in holy duties, and are full
of vain excursions… that which may consolidate our hearts, and make them set with
seriousness, is to consider that God’s eye is
now especially on us, when we approach
the table.”

T

hird, we should come to the Lord’s
Supper with a biblically informed heart:
“There ought to be a competent measure of
knowledge, that we may ‘discern the Lord’s
body’. As we are to ‘pray with understanding’ (1 Cor. 14:15), so ought we to communicate at the Lord’s table with understanding.” Among other matters, Christians
“must know God the Father in His attributes, God the Son in His offices and God
the Holy Spirit in His graces.” We should
come to the table with a sincere spiritual
longing to meet Christ by faith and grace
and we should remember the spiritual food
that comes to us in the Supper.
Fourth, we should come to the Lord’s
Supper with a penitent heart: “The
Passover was to be eaten with bitter herbs.
We must bring out the “myrrh” of repentance which, though it is bitter to us, is
sweet to Christ. A broken Christ is to be
received into a broken heart. We that have
sinned with Peter should weep with Peter.
The more bitterness we taste in sin, the
more sweetness we shall taste in Christ.”
Finally, we should come to the Lord’s
Supper with a sincere heart: “What is our
design in coming to the sacrament? Is it
that we may have more victory over our
corruptions, and be more confirmed in
holiness? Then God will be good to us and
heal us.”
By grace, once we have examined our
hearts, we need to come to the Supper,
remember our Saviour, commune with the
risen Lord, and look forward to the coming
of his glorious kingdom.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s Kirk,
ap
Fremantle.
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Fit for a King
Strip back the accretions, and find a heavenly banquet.

John
McClean

W

hen I was growing up we were
sent out of church while the
adults had communion. It
made communion seem very
mysterious. What strange activity was
going on? Sometimes the people sharing
communion feel the same way! We don’t
seem to know what to do or to think
about the Lord’s Supper.
In some circles Communion or the
Eucharist is the very centre of worship.
These churches define themselves as
Eucharistic fellowships and find their
identity in that act of worship. On the
other side are churches which struggle to
see where the Lord’s Supper fits in at all.
They are uncomfortable with any “sacramentalism” or ritualism. In these
churches the Lord’s Supper is rarely celebrated, and when it is there is an unease
that could almost be embarrassment.
Is the Lord’s Supper based on a mistake? Did Jesus mean us to continue a
ceremony? When we strip back the
superstition and the various divisions and
approaches is there anything left? Is there
a meal or a ceremony which we are meant
to repeat? Is there anything going on in
the Lord’s Supper? Those are important
questions.
If you take a look at what the Lord’s
Supper means in the Bible it turns out
that there is something very significant
“going on”. Let me show you in two
steps: first by looking at the gospel
records of the Last Supper, and then at
what Paul says about the Lord’s Supper.
Before we take those two steps I need to
ask one preliminary question.
When people say that there is not
much going on in the Lord’s Supper, I
always want to ask what do they think is
going on when we read and hear God’s
word. The Bible’s picture is that the Lord
is so closely associated with His word
that by it, through the work of the Spirit,
He directly addresses His people. We
don’t simply hear from a distant God; by

the word and Spirit we fellowship with a
God we know. Now is there something
like that going on in the Lord’s Supper?
The Lord’s Supper is, of course, based
on what we often call “the Last Supper”,
which was a Passover meal. The Passover
was the festival the Lord gave to Israel for
them to remember the great Exodus
redemption (Ex. 12:14). Scholars debate
how the meal in the upper room fits with
the Old Testament and first century
Jewish Passovers. Whatever the details,
the gospels make it clear that the Last
Supper was part of keeping the Passover
(Mt 26:17-18;
In the age of Mk 14:12; Lk
fast food we 22:8,13,15). The
Passover context
easily forget makes it very
that eating a likely that Jesus
meal is not would expect
just filling our His disciples to
stomachs, but continue sharing
is a time to this meal.
The Lord’s
share with
Supper is also
table
related to other
companions. meals. In the
gospels
Jesus
often ate with people (Mt 9:10, 11:19; Mk
2:15, 6:42, 8:8; Luke 5:29, 7:37, 10:7,
11:37, 13:26, 14:1, 15:2). In the age of fast
food we easily forget that eating a meal is
not just filling our stomachs, but is a time
to share with table companions. In these
meals Jesus brought the welcome of the
kingdom to people who seemed to be
outside God’s blessing. Remember that
the Pharisees were scandalised by Jesus
eating with sinners (Luke 15:2). Jesus’
final meal was the climax of these meals,
and with it he showed the disciples that
they were the renewed covenant people
He was creating within Israel.
All the meals Jesus shared looked forward to a great banquet in the Kingdom
(Mt 8:11, Lk 12:35-38, 13:29). The wonderful feast of rich food was a display of
God’s blessing for His people. Again it is
not just the food that matters but also the
intimacy of knowing God and being with
His community. God fed the people of
Israel in the desert and provided a feast
for their elders (Exodus 16:31-35; 24:11).
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The kingdom banquet offers not just
journeying mercies, but the heavenly feast
to all God’s people. When Jesus fed people in the desert He was offering them a
foretaste of the feast in the kingdom (Mk
6:34-44; Jn 6:1-71) seen in Isaiah 25:6 and
Revelation 19:9. At the Last Supper Jesus
looked forward to this great feast of the
kingdom (Mt 26:29; Mk 14:25; Lk 22:16).
So the Last Supper looks back to the
passover and forward to the final banquet.
When you see the Lord’s Supper as part of
this rich tradition of meals it starts to
make more sense.
Think now about Jesus’ own words in
the upper room. As He faced His death
Jesus explained to his disciples that the
Passover meal was now about His body
broken for them and His blood shed for
sin to establish the New Covenant. These
words of the Last Supper are the fullest
interpretation of Jesus’ death in Matthew,
Mark and Luke. Here Jesus shows that
He fulfils the Old Testament in His mission to the lost of Israel, that He dies for
sins, that He inaugurates the new
covenant and He promises fellowship
between God and His people.
In Luke’s gospel Jesus tells His disciples to “do this” in “remembrance” of
Him (Lk 22:19). Since the Last Supper is
so significant in the gospel stories, there is
no surprise that Jesus is telling His disciples that after His death they will continue
to remember Him in this way or that He
does so before He died. The Passover was
established before the Exodus took place.
So Jesus’ words are an instruction to continue to remember Him in this way.
The early church followed Jesus’ command (apparently without any ongoing
connection with the Passover festival).
The most important discussion in the
epistles is 1 Corinthians 11, in which Paul
warns the Corinthians that their greed
and division meant that what they were
doing could not be called “the Lord’s
Supper” (1 Cor. 11:20). Paul and the
Corinthians assume that a Christian congregation will remember Jesus with the
Lord’s Supper.
Paul reminds the church that what they
do is based on the Last Supper (1 Cor.
11:23). He and they recognised that the
wine and loaf had a special significance. In
1 Corinthians 10:14-22 Paul reminds them
that the bread and cup are their participation or fellowship in the body and blood
of Christ. Paul compares this “participation” to the Old Testament believer sharing in the sacrifice offered on the altar. He
also gives a negative example when he says
that it is like sacrifices to pagan idols,
which are participation with demons. So
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sharing in the bread and the cup is about
who we belong to and worship and fellowship with. Paul views sharing in the Lord’s
Supper as part of sharing in the great spiritual realities of our union with Christ.
What word best describes this “sharing”? Some people might suggest “symbolic” or “religious” or “ceremonial” or
“sacramental” or “spiritual”. Any word
will have to be defined carefully, and that
is always a challenge when dealing with a
profound truth. Whichever word you
would choose, clearly there is something
going on in the
Lord’s
Supper
which
is
different
We need to
from other meals.
be careful of
The
other
claiming too aspect of the
much about Lord’s Supper
the Lord’s which
1
Supper, but Corinthians 11
claiming too highlights is that
little is not it expresses our
the answer. fellowship with
each other as well
as with the Lord.
Because
the
Corinthians are acting selfishly, Paul tells
them that they can’t claim to be sharing in
the Lord’s Supper. Fellowship with the
Lord and fellowship with His people
always go together, so there is no wonder
that the Lord’s Supper is about both.

C

hristians have explained what is going
on at the Lord’s Supper in several
ways. Sometimes far too much has been
claimed, even that Jesus’ body and blood
are present in or with the physical elements and that power for Christian living
is given directly by eating and drinking.
Others have claimed too little: that the
Supper simply reminds us that Jesus died
for us and we thank him, but there is no
more depth to the experience than that.
The Reformed churches have said that
the Lord’s Supper is a means of grace in
which there is fellowship with the Lord as
His blessings are offered to us in the
symbols of the bread and wine. The
Westminster Confession states that those
who share in the Lord’s Supper as believers “inwardly by faith, really and indeed,
yet not carnally and corporally, but spiritually, receive and feed upon Christ crucified, and all the benefits of His death: the
body and blood of Christ being … spiritually, present to the faith of believers”
(WCF 29:7).
That seems to me to be about the right
way to talk about the Lord’s Supper. It is
a way God has given us to bring home
very concretely all that we share in Christ.
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It is closely related to God’s word. The
Supper makes sense because by the gospel
we know who Jesus is and what He has
done. We understand the New Covenant
since it has been declared to us. When the
gospel is preached, the Supper has its
proper role of adding to the preaching. It
doesn’t add new information but a reassurance and a reality. In the same way the
Old Testament priest could declare that
worshippers were in fellowship with the
Lord but eating the sacrifice from the altar
brought it home to them.
The Westminster Confession describes
the Supper as a way of remembering
Christ’s death for us, a seal of the blessings offered to us, a provision for spiritual
nourishment and growth, a means of our
renewed and deeper commitment to serve
Christ and “a bond and pledge” of our
communion with Christ and each other
(see WCF 29:1).
When believers receive God’s word,
they do not merely hear a message from a
distant deity; they are addressed by the
Triune God who is present to them by
His Spirit. God Himself invites them to
know and enjoy Him. The Supper offers
nothing less.
Sometimes people are nervous that
talking about the presence of Christ to
believers in Communion may lead to
“mysticism” or a wrong emphasis on ceremony and ritual. We need to be careful of
claiming too much about the Lord’s
Supper, but claiming too little is not the
answer.
Pastors and all God’s people need to
take the Lord’s Supper seriously, to think
about how to celebrate it in a way that displays all its rich implications, to think
about shaping our services so that it is not
an odd add-on. Some of our patterns
might need to change to do this better.
Early generations of reformed Christians
thought far more about the Lord’s
Supper and have guidance for us on this.
We also might think about celebrating the
Lord’s Supper more frequently.
Most of our churches could benefit
from greater teaching on the Supper. It is
interesting that we often talk to people
about how to have a “quiet time”, which is
a very useful practice but is not commanded in the Bible; but we rarely teach
about the Supper which is the Lord’s own
provision for our nourishment.
It’s time to stop being confused or
embarrassed by the Lord’s Supper and to
learn more of enjoying table fellowship
with the Lord and His people.
John McClean lectures at the Presbyterian
ap
Theological Centre, Sydney.

BE I V B A L NE G

Guests of
the king
20 daily Bible studies in
Psalms 51-68

E
S T
L U
I SD MY

W

hen we gather at the Lord’s Table we are
reminded of four things: (1) that we
belong to the Lord because of His death
in our place, because He has suffered the
punishment for our sin through His broken body
and shed blood; (2) that He loves us very deeply
and will continue to look after us in the midst of
opposition (“You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with
oil, my cup overflows.” – Ps. 23:5); (3) that we
belong to His family, along with all those who have
been saved by His grace, as we share in the meal
together; and (4) that one day He is coming back
to claim His church as His bride, and to bring final
judgement on all His enemies (“For whenever you
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.” – 1 Cor. 11:26).
King David, born in Adam, knew what it meant to
be a sinner saved by grace; to depend on God for
comfort and protection; to claim God’s victory under
the attack – both physical and emotional – of his
enemies. He also, as the forerunner of Christ, knew
how to share his table with the undeserving, the
weak and the helpless (cf 2 Samuel 9:3, 6-7, 13).
All but two of the psalms we are looking at this
month (51-68) are attributed to him in the “titles”
added to them, and even these two (66, 67) read as
if they have come from David’s heart and hand.
Let us ask God to speak to our hearts as we read
through them; and let us reflect on them in the light
of our being guests at the Lord’s Table, and all that
this means in our daily walk with Him.
Bruce Christian4
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God saves sinners.

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 51:1-12

THE POINT We will never understand how amazing is God’s

grace or how deep is His love until we have first seen the enormity of our sin against Him alone, regardless of the hurt we
might cause others.
THE PARTICULARS

• Apart from God’s unfailing love/kindness/mercy/compassion David knew he had no hope; the only hope the sinner has
before a holy God is that He will not only remove every trace
of the sin from the sinner, but that He will even wipe out completely every memory of it from His own official record (1-2,
7-9).
• A right relationship with God must begin by recognising that

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How do verses 7-12 point us to Christ (cf Hebrews 9:19-28)?

Tell them God saves sinners.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

it is not just the sins we commit that separate us from Him, but
that we are by nature from birth sinners through and through
(3, 5-6).
• Ultimately, because we are made in God’s image, and He is
holy, every failure to reflect His image faithfully is a sin against
Him only and justly demands our condemnation. David had
to admit this in spite of the terrible effect of his sin on so many
others: Uriah, Bathsheba, the baby she bore, the people he led
as God’s representative, and even his own person (4, cf 2
Samuel 11).
• God’s forgiveness involves restoration and re-creation (7-12).

PSALM 51:13-19

THE POINT Someone has defined Christian witnessing as one

beggar telling another beggar where to find food. Because
David was made to realise just how bad his natural heart was
(in hindsight he may have wondered how he could possibly
have done what he did to his neighbour), and because he therefore felt the greatness of God’s forgiving love, he wanted all to
know about grace: being accepted by God is about repentance
not ritual, penitence not performance, brokenness not ability,
contrition not confidence.
THE PARTICULARS

• The “ways” of God that the forgiven and reinstated David
will teach transgressors are not the commandments or the

moral law, but the way of salvation, the gospel of redeeming
grace; he can teach them to others because he has experienced
them first-hand.
• People will be brought into the Kingdom of God (his
Church) by discovering that they are destitute sinners who can
be forgiven by a just and righteous God, not by being made to
feel good about themselves. The Church’s message and methods, its preaching and programs, must always recognise and
reflect this reality (13-14).
• God is concerned for the spiritual health of His Church (1819).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What message are we giving to our godless self-serving society?

Fear God, not man.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 52:1-9

THE POINT Power-politics is rife in our world today, and

sadly the Church does not seem to be free from it. Sometimes
blatantly, sometimes more subtly, man’s sinful heart looks for
opportunities to “grow strong by destroying others” (7). Such
was the case with Doeg when David was fleeing from Saul (cf 1
Samuel 21-22), and it is interesting to note that David even
received Jesus’ approval for his part (cf Mark 2:25-26)! The
consequent harm done to godly people led David to write this
psalm, which is there to warn us about the power and danger of
our tongues (cf James 3:1-12).
THE PARTICULARS

• Careless and boastful (self-advancing) talk is a very serious

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you influenced more by the fear of man or the fear of
God?
• Are you always careful in your speech, considering how what
you say might affect the welfare of others, especially “rivals”?

A God’s-eye view of Man.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

offence in God’s eyes, up there with evil, lying and deceit (1-4).
• David warns of sin’s eternal consequences (5, cf Romans
6:23).
• If we stay true to God, looking only to Him for vindication
and protection, making Him our stronghold, trusting in His
goodness and unfailing love, and praising Him in awe for who
He is, then we will continue to enjoy fruitful lives among His
people (6-9).

PSALM 53:1-6

THE POINT A difficult challenge for evangelism today is con-

vincing people that they are under God’s eternal condemnation
unless they turn to Christ for salvation. Many are prepared to
accept that there is a God, but few want anything to do with
the One who declares His view of mankind in Psalm 53 (cf
14:1-5a, 7)! The fool says in his heart, “There is not this kind
of God”. A major source of conflict between the Jewish leaders and Jesus was that they thought this part of their Scriptures
only applied to other people. Paul uses this Scripture to
demonstrate his argument in Romans 1-3 concerning our need
of a Saviour (3:10-12).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can we better convince unbelievers of their “foolishness”?

THE PARTICULARS
1 4 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

• The Bible makes it clear that on the Day of Judgement there
will be no excuse for denying the existence of God, who has
revealed Himself to us in Creation (Romans 1:20), in Jesus
(Acts 17:31) and in the Bible itself (Luke 16:27-31; Acts 17:31).
Those who have done this in their hearts will see themselves as
fools (1a).
• Like it or not, in God’s eyes, even the best of all mankind, in
our native condition, is evil (1b-3, cf. Isaiah 64:6, Romans 3:23).
• God has redeemed for Himself a people out of this situation,
and He will protect them, His Church, from every enemy
attack (4-6).
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.
Find us on the Web at: http://www.presbyterian.org.au/states.htm

northern territory
DARWIN
Casuarina Shopping Centre 9.30am.
Rev. Rob Duncanson (08) 8988 9911.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am
& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sundays.
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)
244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.

10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL-MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.
Kid’s Church: 10.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese) 10.00am & 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong
0403 687 467 (Pastoral worker)
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 10.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall,
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.
Rev. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 3684
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.

EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
8.45am, 10.30am & 7pm. (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. Scott Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 11.00am & 7.00pm.
All ages study groups 9.30am.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sundays). Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Rev. Chris Balzer (02) 4822 2344
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 9.30am.
Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am.
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts. 9.30am.
Mr Tim Ravenhall (02) 9798 8467.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.00am.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
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Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am & 6.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School,
Dunmore Ave. Carlingford.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
REVESBY
Cnr Tower St & Eastern Avenue,
Service: 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Dr Peter Barnes (02) 9774 5740.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
Ass. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188
(O). I.M. Rev. Dr Lindsay Ferrington
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
44 Margaret St. Sydney. Sun: 10.30 am.
Wed: 1.15pm. Rev. Adrian Van Ash
(02) 9299 7490 (O) (02) 9817 0587 (H).
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.

G
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Tamworth Community Presb Church,
St Stephens, Cnr Matthews & Crown St.
10.30am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6766 1802
Rev. Phillip Chang (02) 6766 6393.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKern St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Virginia Rd
S. School 10.15am. Service 10.00am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4353 0868
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mirrool, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Granville Pillar (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St & Landrigan Cl. 9.00am.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
S.Clerk: Keith Chapple (02) 4341 2688

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON (Tablelands)
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 1375
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
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BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev. Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev. A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG
Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am.
H. M. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333. Rev Peter Barson
(07) 3398 9823. Ass. Mr Jens Norved (07)
3399 6123. Japanese Service 11.30am.
Jack & Keiko Marshall (07) 5501 9220.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.
Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:
Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday
9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb
(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Russell van Delden (07) 5571 5676 (O).
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
I.M. Rev. Graham Eastwell (07) 5573 1458
GOLD COAST (III)
Christ Church: Currumbin Primary School,
Phillip Street, Currumbin – 9.30am.
Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5593 8909.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Office: (07) 3281 7201, Fax: (07) 3202 2571.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 9.00am.

C H EU VR A
C H
N
Pastor Ross Wilson (07) 3272 6265
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am
& 7.00pm. Rev. Peter Barber & Church
Office (07) 5443 7073.
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first
Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm. Scarborough: Jeays St.
8.00am. Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SHAILER PARK/CORNUBIA
99 Bromley St. Cornubia. 10.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Don Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.00am. Cnr Ruby & Egerton
Sts., 6.00pm. Rev B J Harrison (07) 4984 1550.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd, 9.00am.
Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 9875
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.00am. & 6.30pm.
Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4000 (H) (07) 4633 4188 (O).
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Past. Robert Farr (07) 4614 0467.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.
Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.
Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

victoria
ARARAT
330 Barkly St (Cnr Albert St). 10.00am.
Rev. Iain Hutton (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
159 Nicholson St. 10.00am.
1st of Month 5.00pm. S/school 9.00 am.
Rev. Gary Stephens (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.
Rev. Tony Johnson (03) 9527 3270.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am. (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Sydenham Community Centre
Cnr, The Community Hub & Overton Lea
Blvd, 6.00pm each Sunday.
Rev. Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am.
Pastor: Evan Prentice (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am. Rev.

Choul Yat; Sudanese (Nuer Language) 2.30pm.
I.M. Rev. M. Wharton (03) 9018 9521.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
COLAC (Scots)
90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am.
Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360
O: (03) 5231 2398
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Seventh Day Adventist Church, Central
Road, Nunawading. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev Gerald Vanderwert (03) 9842 9493.
(03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (The Chapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FLEMINGTON
Norwood St. 9.30am.
S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG NORTH
Cnr Victoria St & Balmoral Cres. 10.00am.
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
S. Clerk Mr Bert Stasse (03) 5241 4097.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Phone: (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
KOREAN MELBOURNE
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn. 11.00am &
3.30pm. Pastor Suk Won Kim 0438 985 738.
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
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Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd.
11.00am & 7.30pm (every 2nd Sunday).
H. Missionary – Mr S. Arbuckle.
S. Clerk – Mr J. Broad (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SEAFORD
St Barnabas Anglican Church. 10.45am.
Cnr Park St & Margaret Ave.
Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Presbyterian Church 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 9.30am &
11.00am & 7.00 pm. Office: (03) 5562 2029
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.

G
D IE R LE IC ST O
M R Y

Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am & 5.00pm, Wednesday 12.30pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9319 2208 Off. (08) 9336 6572
LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am.
International Service 12 noon.
Rev. Seong Mo Byun (08) 9382 2325.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 865 3045
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Gall (08) 8762 1035.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
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Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)
9739 6490. Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.00pm (7.00pm daylight saving).
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd Sunday.
Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr.
Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480
To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST
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PSALM 54:1-7

THE POINT It is worth noting in passing that between the

events which led to Psalms 52 and 54 being written (1 Samuel
21-22, and 26) we have the story of Nabal the fool (cf 1 Samuel
25:25, cf Psalm 53). David is again betrayed, this time by
“friends” (1 Samuel 23:19). He knows that God will remain
faithful in such circumstances.
THE PARTICULARS

• It is on the honour and integrity of God’s name (ie His character) that David knows he can always depend for justice and
truth (1).
• It is with strong confidence that David calls on God to hear
his prayer; he knows that he is speaking to a God who listens
(2).

U

D Y

• “Strangers” is probably better read “arrogant (men)” (cf
Psalm 86:14). David knows he is God’s anointed (cf 1 Samuel
16:12f), so all who oppose him are “men without regard for
God” (3).
• That the LORD is the one who protects him and keeps him
going is a constant theme running through all the psalms of
David (4).
• David knows he must leave revenge and vindication in God’s
hands, and that he can do this because God is faithful (5).
• The context of the sacrifice of a freewill offering is a communal one (cf Deuteronomy 12:6-7), looking forward to the one
true freewill offering Jesus will make of Himself on behalf of all
His people, and the communal Lord’s Supper to remember it
(6-7).

He will never let the righteous fall.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

T

Surely God is my help.

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

S

PSALM 55:1-23

THE POINT When David was going through really hard and

confusing times he cried out to God in prayer. By setting his
thoughts down in writing he was able to assess the situation
more clearly, and so pray more effectively. (Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit we also benefit from this practice as his
psalms help us to pray.)
THE PARTICULARS

• We can take comfort from the fact that even David, the
valiant warrior with a firm trust in God, was driven to distraction by the psychological as well as physical attacks upon him:
so much so that he saw running away from it all as a live option
(1-8).

• As arrogant city dwellers became more godless, David called
on God to act again as He had done at the Tower of Babel
(Genesis 11:1-9); we see the same happening world-wide today
(9-11).
• The ultimate insult David had to face was betrayal by a close
friend, thus prefiguring Jesus’ treatment by Judas at the Last
Supper and helping us to understand more fully the suffering
He had to bear in order to achieve our redemption (12-14, 2021).
• David is confident that his prayer will be answered, and that
God’s justice will prevail, anticipating Christ (15-19, 20-23).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How would you deal with opposition/persecution/betrayal?

In God I trust.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 56:1-13

THE POINT The title put on this Psalm relates it to one par-

ticular incident (1 Samuel 21:10-15). But the Holy Spirit has
led David to write it in such a way as to have a wider application to God’s people struggling at every turn in a hostile world.
Psalm 34 refers to the same event and was probably written
after this one, as the fugitive king reflected more calmly on
God’s gracious provision.
THE PARTICULARS

• We can know that God hears and understands our cries for
help in times of opposition and persecution because Jesus had
exactly the same experience in the world (1-2, 5-6; cf. Mark
14:55-56).

• We are less likely to put all our trust in God when everything
is going well; fear is good if it throws us back on God alone (3).
• We can praise God’s word, His reliable, infallible Word, and
not be afraid, because He is faithful; when we trust fully in
Him we need not fear the attacks of men (4, 10-11). A high
view of the inspired Scriptures is not “bibliolatry” as some
would claim.
• God is fully aware of all our troubles (8, cf Matt.10:29-31).
• God’s avenging of His people is a testimony to them of His
justice and His power (7, 9), and an incentive to godly living
(12-13).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How spontaneous is prayer to you when trouble arises?

My hiding place.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 57:1-11

THE POINT As David was hunted down by the insanely jeal-

ous Saul, he found physical refuge in a large cave (1 Samuel 24);
but his real place of refuge for his whole being, his soul, was in
the shadow of God’s wings. There could be no safer place
than this because God is the sovereign Lord over all of
Creation; and there could therefore be no better thing to do
than to sing aloud His praise.
THE PARTICULARS

• Grace is when we do receive what we don’t deserve; mercy is
when we don’t receive what we do deserve. David’s urgent cry
for help (as in 56:1) covers both these things – it’s not on the
strength of his own performance that he flees into God’s arms,

it is on the basis of God’s covenant love and faithfulness (1, 3b,
10).
• God has a plan and purpose for His covenant people, and all
the resources of the universe to achieve it (2-3, cf Romans 8:2832)!
• Saul’s anger made David’s predicament as perilous as it could
be; but still he did not falter in his steadfast trust in God (4, 6) .
• David’s aim in seeking God’s help was not just his own safety
and deliverance, but the glory and honour of God’s name far
and wide. He will use all his musical talent to achieve this (5,
7-11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What part does music/singing play in your devotional life?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Surely there is a God who judges.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

S

PSALM 58:1-11

THE POINT If a society becomes corrupt at the top it will

rapidly fall apart. David is confronted by wickedness in high
places so he reminds God’s people of what this looks like, what
its effect is, and how God will ultimately deal with it (cf Psalm
82, Isaiah 24:21). We too must take warning from how David
himself treated Uriah and Bathsheba and realise that we are all
sinners from birth (51:5).
THE PARTICULARS

• Corruption in government and the judiciary stems from
hearts that are wicked at the core because they have not been
renewed by God’s redeeming grace, spreading through society
like poison in the blood stream, deaf to appeals to one’s “better
nature” (1-5).

• Just as God requires us to pray “for kings and all those in
authority” for our own good (1 Timothy 2:1-4), so He encourages us in His Word to ask Him to act positively on our behalf
against any who are ungodly tyrants (6-8), remembering always
that vengeance belongs to Him alone (Romans 12:19, Deuter.
32:35).
• We struggle with the language of retribution and triumphalism in the light of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 5:38-48, but God
must finally establish His justice for His elect (9-11, cf
Revelation 19).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How often do you pray earnestly for our nation’s leaders,
that God in His mercy will save us from rulers who reject His
Word?

He who laughs last....

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 59:1-17

THE POINT David teaches us much by showing us how to

hold in tension a respect for God’s authority and divine providence while at the same time loathing the sins of his enemies to
the point of desiring their demise. At least twice, when given
the chance to kill Saul he refused because he was still God’s
appointed king (1 Samuel 24 and 26); but when he himself was
under attack (1 Samuel 19:11) he could cry out to God, not
only for Saul’s destruction, but for God’s punishment to come
upon all the wicked who oppose Him.
THE PARTICULARS

• David knew that right was on his side. The vicious attacks
of the wicked (Saul? – cf the title of the psalm and 1 Samuel

19:11) were entirely unjustified. He anticipates here Christ’s
coming again as Judge, the sequel to what happened when He
came first as Saviour and was betrayed, first by His own people,
then by those of every nation who reject His rightful rule (1-5;
cf Ps. 2).
• The wicked attack the righteous under cover of darkness (6,
14; cf John 3:19f), reverting to slander and lies (7) yet never
satisfied (15); but David has no doubt who will win in the end
(8, 16) by exposing the sins of the wicked for all to see clearly
(9b-13).
• God gives strength/protection/love to all who are His (9a, 17).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does 1 Peter 2:18-25 “interpret” Psalm 59 for us today?

Through many dangers....

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 60:1-12

title, “For teaching”, is very apt for us today.

THE POINT From 2 Samuel 8 we could easily assume that

THE PARTICULARS

David’s victories among all the surrounding nations, with their
fickle alliances, were fairly matter-of-fact walkovers; but Psalm
60 and its title suggest otherwise. It would seem that, on
returning to Judea, the David/Joab/Abishai juggernaut found
Edom had devastated the land and were not even overcome at
the first attempt (cf 10). There is a lesson here for the Church
in its present struggles not to assume that past glories came
without bitter defeat and loss. The final victory is ours
(Matthew 16:18), but the road to it will yet contain many setbacks. It is these that remind us of our total dependence on
God – and keep us on our knees in prayer! The phrase in the

• There are times in His providence when the Church feels
rejected by God (1-3); but it is these “defeats” that draw us
closer to Him.
• The Church must seek to be united in its spiritual warfare (4).
• Nothing can overcome or withstand God’s sovereign plan for
His Church; He has marked out His territory and will certainly
claim it, in His own strength not ours (5-12; cf Romans 8:2839).
• How does 2 Corinth. 4:6-18 reinforce the message of Psalm
60?

A matter of perspective.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

PSALM 61:1-8

THE POINT When we are discouraged it is all too easy to

assess our whole situation from a purely human perspective – a
futile exercise. In such circumstances my only hope is for God
to “lead me to the rock that is higher than I”, the Rock who is
Christ from whose vantage point alone all history makes sense
(cf 2 Cor. 1:18-22).
THE PARTICULARS

• Mobile phones are useless if we can’t get a signal; but there is
no place on earth that is beyond God’s reach or from which He
can’t bring us back into His presence, from the lonely, “silent”
valley of despair to the high Rock from where we have 24-hour
access to the throne of grace (1-3; cf Hebrews 4:14-16).
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• Through faith in Jesus we belong to God’s family, we are
secure in our family home, his “tent”; we are part of the “heritage” God has given to his faithful Son (who is David’s son)
forever (4-5).
• David is anticipating the one God has promised him would
sit on his throne forever (2 Samuel 7:11b-16), the one in whom
is to be found the ultimate reality of God’s love and faithfulness (6-7).
• Christ is the centre of our praise/life, every day, for all time
(8).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does this psalm give us a picture of what it means to
come together at the Lord’s Table to share fellowship with Him?

B

I

B

L

E

PSALM 62:1-12

THE POINT People attack us, we get discouraged, the world

is in turmoil, the plans of men come to nothing ... but none of
these things is of any concern for those who entrust everything
to God alone.
THE PARTICULARS

• The word translated “alone” in verses 1, 2, 5, 6 has the meaning “truly/uniquely” and is also the first word in verse 4. David
thus expresses his desire to be taken seriously in what he says.
• Verses 1 and 5 have the force of total abandonment to God,
David not even wanting to speak, but to attribute everything to
Him.
• David’s assailants are ever present with their insults, kicking

PSALM 63:1-11

THE POINT If the setting of this psalm is David’s fleeing into

the desert from his son Absalom (2 Samuel 15) it is especially
poignant. David’s future, even his life, are in God’s hands; all
that matters is for the king to be reassured of God’s love, which
is better than life.
THE PARTICULARS

• God is holy, separated from sinful man – His dwelling place
is in the sanctuary (“holy place”). David has witnessed His
power and glory there (3); but he has also experienced His
great covenant love/kindness/mercy, making life without Him
unimaginable and leaving him no option but to
seek/praise/worship/glorify Him and declare His name while

PSALM 64:1-10

THE POINT Psalms 63 and 64 both conclude with the pro-

nouncement of God’s judgement on the wicked and His vindication of the righteous; but whereas 63 focused on the attributes of God as the basis of this, today’s psalm complements
this by highlighting the sins of His enemies. God is just – the
punishment will fit the crime.
THE PARTICULARS

• As we live for God in a world that increasingly rebels against
His rightful rule, it can seem as if we are under siege by a
united foe. The media’s attitude to those who make a stand
for God’s truth is a case in point. He is our safe refuge in such
times (1-2).

him while he is down (3) and undermining his rightful authority with blatant lies and two-faced hypocrisy (4). In these
things he is pre-figuring Christ, as is confirmed by his urging us
to pour out our hearts to God (8) – just as Jesus did in
Gethsemane.
• The tension between verses 1-5-8 is very human: believers
both rest securely in God (1), while at the same time having to
go on encouraging themselves (5) and each other (8) to keep at
it!
• Everything we have and are – our salvation, security, honour,
wealth, etc, have their source in God, in His love and strength.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Can salvation be one of the “rewards” referred to in verse 11?

enjoying His rich blessing (1-5).
• These public expressions of his faith are balanced by the joy
and comfort of his quiet, reflective relationship with his God
(6-8).
• In the end, God will avenge his king, the one who has found
His lovingkindness better than life, and who has walked in
close fellowship with Him and has inspired others to do the
same. His enemies will be destroyed and their slander silenced
(9-11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Perhaps we need to experience a really serious drought before
we can fully appreciate verse 1. Is constant fellowship with the
living God as essential to you as David says it is to him?

• The spiritual battle in which we are involved sometimes
shows itself in physical conflict. But mostly the weapons are
words: innuendo, half-truths, slander, misrepresentation, lies,
selective reporting , etc. Man’s evil cunning can be very creative (3-6)!
• David is confident that the God of truth will out-manoeuvre
them and turn their verbal missiles back on themselves (7-8).
• A time will come when every man will stand in awe before
God – when “every knee should bow ... and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father”
(10-11).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you rejoicing in the Lord and taking refuge in Him today?

God will bless His Church.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

D Y

Forced to eat their own words.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

U

His love is better than life.

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

T

Rest found in God alone.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

S

PSALM 65:1-13

THE POINT This psalm is a great source of comfort in times

of slow progress in the Lord’s work, if we feel that the Church
is barely making an impact on society, that people no longer see
its message as relevant: God is praised simply because the
Church exists!
THE PARTICULARS

• Verses 1-4 are a wonderful summary of what it means to be
included among God’s people, to belong to His Church:
- the use of “Zion” implies a definite membership/citizenship
(1);
- He listens when His people speak to Him (2);
- we are among people from every nation (2);
- our membership is possible because of God’s forgiving love,

the atonement He Himself has provided (3);
- we do not choose to belong, God chooses us first (4);
- these last 2 points show that it is by grace alone and not by
anything we can do;
- we are part of God’s family, near Him and sharing in all the
spiritual and physical benefits of His household (4).
• There is no other Saviour but our God (5); no other Creator
(6-8); no other controller of the weather, and therefore of
national prosperity (9-13) – so all His people everywhere sing
for joy.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Can you sing, with sincerity and enthusiasm:
“Saviour, if of Zion’s city, I, through grace, a member am,
let the world deride or pity, I will glory in your name.”?
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Come and see... and praise!.

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 66:1-20

THE POINT This psalm was probably written to enable God’s

people to lift up their voices in praise to Him on occasions of
public worship such as the Passover. It acknowledges what
God has done for His Church, and calls on the whole world to
join together in joyful praise; but it also reflects on God’s personal care of just one individual, and calls on the whole Church
to respond in praise.
THE PARTICULARS

• The whole earth should, and one day shall, come to worship
the one true God and sing praise to Him. By exhortation and
example the Church should be leading the world, not imitating
it (1-4)!

• Whether by mighty deliverance (as at the Red Sea, 5-7), or
just by sustaining His Church through trying times of suffering and pain (8-12), God calls on the world to “come and see”
– and praise!
• The Church also is called on to praise God for the testimony of
one faithful individual whose quiet, humble faith and obedience
have earned God’s blessing through answered prayer (13-20).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church today forgetting how to praise the Lord like
this at its public worship – how to “rupture the ceiling”? Is
worship designed more to meet man’s felt needs than to
express God’s deserved praise? How can we focus more on
God Himself?

The Church’s ardent prayer.

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 67:1-7

the prayer of the Church for all ages.

THE POINT God is holy and cannot look on sin (Habakkuk

THE PARTICULARS

1:13). Our sin has separated us from Him , we are cast out of
His garden. Those who have tasted of His grace and goodness
long to see that fellowship for which we were designed restored
for all of Creation – long to be back in the Garden of Eden.
The outworking of the Plan of Salvation is the process by
which this will happen. The promise given to Abraham was to
receive a blessing and to be the means by which all nations
would be blessed. We now see all this happening through his
“seed”, the Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16) but we long to
see the process completed when He comes again (Revelation
21:1-4). Psalm 67 anticipates this fulfilment and so becomes

• It is only by an act of His grace that God can show Himself
to us to bless us; He did this when He sent His Son (1; cf John
1:14-18).
• The Plan of Salvation through Christ extends to all nations
(2).
• If only all people would acknowledge the one true God, the
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, and His rightful rule, we could
live in perfect harmony and enjoy His abundant blessing (3-7)!
• Do you long for, and pray for, God’s blessing on the
Church?

Conquest and compassion.

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

PSALM 68:1-18

God, the idyllic situation longed for in Psalm 67 will never happen. God must act against His enemies in power and judgement. Psalm 68 recalls times in history when God has done
this, saving His people and destroying His foes. His fierce
anger against the latter is balanced by His tender compassion
towards the former. The final victory is secure as the psalm
looks forward to the One who will conquer sin, vindicate
God’s justice, destroy all who oppose Him, and distribute the
spoils among His people, His Church!

God who destroys His enemies; but His might, holiness and
justice, so essential to His nature as He has revealed Himself in
Scripture, require such conquest to occur and, in fact, make it
inevitable.
• The other side of God’s nature revealed in Scripture is His
grace and mercy which are seamlessly inserted into this stirring
psalm, just as God’s nature is seamless (see 5-6a, 9-10, 13-14).
Even His choice of Zion over mighty Bashan as His throne fits
this theme.
• Paul applies this psalm to Christ and His Church in Eph. 4:116.

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Modern man rejects the concept of a triumphant conquering

• How does Christ bring both sides of God’s nature together?

THE POINT While Man continues in rebellion against his

Awesome in Your sanctuary.

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 68:19-35

THE POINT The second half of Psalm 68, while continuing

the theme of the defeat of God’s enemies, focuses more particularly on His saving grace that is the wellspring of His Church,
and on its unity and corporate worship which are at the very
heart of its daily life. Does our worship inspire kings to bring
gifts to our God (29)?
THE PARTICULARS

• Verses 19-20 are a beautiful, concise statement of who God is
in relation to His Elect: He is a God who, by nature, saves; He
is their Saviour, acting sovereignly on their behalf to rescue them
from (eternal) death and granting them eternal life; He is the
One who day-by-day bears their burdens (cf Matt. 11:28-30).
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• The picture of the procession of the tribes coming up to worship their God and King at His sanctuary, a “great congregation” with all the music and dancing and signs of youth and
vitality, embracing the insignificant and the important and
everyone else in between, bent on praising the Saviour who
deserves their praise (24-27), is a challenging scene for the
Church today to reflect upon.
• God among His people should be an awesome sight for all to
see.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In the light of this psalm, and many others we’ve looked at
this month, is our “God” too small and our worship of Him
too mean?

N

Across
Australia
PresCare expands

P

resCare Queensland plans to expand
into a wider range of areas in support of
the church and community after receiving
a substantial boost with the release of the
Federal Government aged care funding
round for 2006. In mid-2006, PresCare
entered the very competitive tender
process for new community care funded
places in Queensland with an emphasis on
the new locations of Redlands/Brisbane
South-East, Kawana Waters/Sunshine
Coast, Strathpine/Caboolture and expansion of the Mackay and Gold Coast
Services. All except Mackay were
approved for new packages.
PresCare CEO Ray Tuttle described
the funding as “a fantastic result for
PresCare, obtaining 24 per cent of the
community packages available in
Queensland. Each package represents care
to an individual and we are very excited
about the possibilities that brings”.

Appointments

O
n December 3, the Warrnambool
(Vic.) church farewelled the Rev. Philip
Burns, wife Sandra, and their children
Andrew, Katherine, Anna and Matthew.
After eight years as associate minister in
the Warrnambool Parish (St John’s,
South Warrnambool and Woodford)
Philip accepted a call to St John’s,
Bendigo, and will be inducted there on
March 2. The congregation at Noorat are
rejoicing that their exit student,
Licentiate Miles Fagan, wife Robyn and
children Rebecca and Joel, arrived safely
in mid-January at the Noorat Manse
(complete with pet rabbits!) and have
begun their ministry there.
At a service held at St Andrew’s,
Hamilton, on January 19, about 150 people attended the induction of the Rev.
David Schulz as minister.
Many members of David’s former
congregation at Tatura travelled for the
occasion which was no surprise considering that David had been their minister for
18 years!
The Presbytery of Sydney North
inducted the Rev. R.A. Boase into the
pastoral charge of St Ives-Pymble on 24
January and the Rev. M.S. Oates into the
pastoral charge of Epping on 31 January.
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Fertile soil

T

he new church plant at Kenmore, Qld,
this year is likely to be the beginning of a
program of church planting that will see a
new church established every year for the
next decade or more, according to a report
presented to the Home Missions
Committee. It is expected that two new
congregations will come into existence
next year with more to follow in regular
succession. With one new person settling
in Queensland every seven minutes, such
a program is necessary to keep up with the
population growth.
Such a program of church planting presents a tremendous challenge. New
church plants require people and elders to
leave the comfort of their present congregation to face the challenge of seeding a
new work. It needs prayer and financial
support, not only from the ‘mother
church’, but from the whole state. It also
requires ministers who have a strong call
from the Lord to take up the challenge of
establishing a new work. The PCQ now
has carefully thought out Church Planting
Guidelines together with a Church
Planting Handbook and other resources.

On the books

Bookshop. The Reformers Bookshop
stocks thousands of reformed and evangelical titles – Bibles, commentaries, reference
works, theology, Christian living, church
history and biography, children’s books,
etc. Contact Reformers Bookshop on (02)
9569-9857 or books@reformers.com.au

PTC mission

T

he Presbyterian Theological Centre,
Sydney, is sending four teams later this
month to conduct missions in Wagga
Wagga, Moruya/Narooma, Adelaide,
and a longer distance one to Indonesia, a
team of eight led by former missionary
Robert Benn. They will visit Bali, then the
Toraja Church in central Sulawesi.
Evangelism began on the island a century
ago, and church membership is about 70
per cent of the population of 650,000.

Centenary

T(NSW),
he St John’s congregation, Lockhart
will be celebrating 100 years of
worship on Sunday 22 April at 8:45 am.
This service will be followed by morning
tea. Any enquiry contact John Patey (02)
6927 1442.

Hebrew club
TCommittee
he PCNSW’s Theological Education
is back in the book business. Ministers and others wanting to revive
Since the large-scale rationalisation in the their biblical Hebrew and to keep it going
Christian book trade in the mid-’80s, the
church in NSW has only had minimal
involvement in the sales and distribution of
Christian books. But now, the TEC has
entered into a joint venture with the
Stanmore Baptist Church in the expansion and management of the Reformers

are invited to join the Hebrew club at the
Presbyterian Theological College,
Melbourne, run by Dr Greg Goswell. We
are slowly reading through selected chapters of Isaiah. The club is at the college,
684 Elgar Road Box Hill North on
Tuesdays from 2pm to 4pm.

Darwin Presbyterian Mission Church
The Presbyterian Inland Mission is
establishing under God's gracious
leading, a Reformed and Evangelical
Presbyterian congregation in Darwin.
which held its first service on 21st
January 2007, and has already developed
a strong core group of over 30 people.
The Committee is looking for a PCA
Minister with at least 5 years experience
to plant and develop this new congregation. Applicants will exhibit a clear commitment to the Reformed/Evangelical faith
in accord with the doctrinal requirements
of the PCA and are expected to have a
proven record in outreach.

The Minister of the Darwin Mission
Church will work under the supervision
and direction of the PIM Executive
through its Superintendent. The initial
appointment will be for four years.
Please direct all enquiries in the first
instance to the Rev . Stuart Bonnington
(PIM Superintendent) 08 9319 2208,
superintendent@pim.org.au.
Written applications are to be submitted
to Rev. Paul Logan P.O. Box 2196,
Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012,
assembly@pcnsw.org.au, (02) 9690 9371
by 15 April 2007.
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Remembering Flynn

Talways
he Royal Flying Doctor Service will
be indebted to the great missionary
and visionary, the Rev. Dr John Flynn for
its foundation. In conjunction with The
Scots Church Melbourne, the RFDS will
conduct a thanksgiving service to mark
the life of this great Australian on Sunday
20 May at 11am, all welcome. In April
Duncan Parker of the RFDS will host a
12-day bus tour retracing some of Flynn’s
early days in Victoria, South Australia,
New South Wales, and the ACT.

Pornography among youth

R

aunchy media imagery and peer pressure are leading to unacceptable sexual
and violent behaviour among children,
Liberal MP Trish Draper claims. Ms
Draper said she was alarmed at the results
of an Australian survey on children’s
exposure to pornography and their sexual
experiences. The survey forms part of the
newly published book Sex Lives of
Australian Teenagers by Joan Sauers.
Its findings include that more than 50
per cent of girls and 70 per cent of boys
report having viewed pornography by the
age of 12. Ms Draper said one-third of
teenage girls interviewed in the survey
reported being pressured into having sex.
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Explicit material on the internet and in the
mainstream media was having a detrimental effect on teenagers, she said.

Award for pastor

P

astor Daniel Scot has been awarded
the Kairos Journal Award. Since 2002,
when a complaint was made against him
(and Pastor Danny Nalliah of Catch the
Fire Ministries) for a seminar he presented on Islam, Pastor Scot has continued to stand firm on his teaching. The
Islamic Council of Victoria complained
under Victorian law that they had vilified
Muslims. In the past five years he has spoken in Britain at the House of Lords and
also in the USA and elsewhere. On a
recent visit to the USA Daniel received
“the Kairos Journal Award for his refusal
to “compromise truth for fear of jail.” The
award is given annually to individuals who
demonstrate faithfulness to Scripture and
pastoral courage.
Saltshakers

its fight to enshrine same-sex unions in
law, saying it would sit on the bill and
hope for a change of government at the
next federal election.
Attorney-General Philip Ruddock
said he would recommend the governorgeneral disallow the ACT’s revamped
Civil Partnerships Bill if it became law. It
was the second time the commonwealth
had vetoed the territory government’s
move after disallowing the ACT’s Civil
Unions Act last June. Mr Ruddock maintained the proposed legislation opened the
door to bigamy and contradicted the
Marriage Act’s definition of marriage as
being between a man and a woman.
The Australian Christian Lobby welcomed the Federal Government’s strong
stance as an important win for the institution of marriage.

Around
the World

Gay marriage vetoed

‘Know the times’
Tblowhe toFederal
Government has dealt a fatal
the Australian Capital Territory’s Anglican Archbishop Henry Orombi
plans to legalise gay marriage, rejecting the of Uganda, speaking at the Kairos Journal
proposed laws for a second time. But the
territory government vowed to maintain

Award dinner last month warned
Christians worldwide that the church is
under attack in two ways: “The inner
attack on the church is the shifting of
authority away from the Bible toward a
‘false gospel,’ but from without the
church’s most significant threat is Islam,”
he said.
“As I look forward into the 21st century, it seems to me the great global conflict will be between Christianity and
Islam. In the seventh and eighth centuries,
the churches of North Africa and the
Middle East did not acknowledge the theological, social, economic and political
traits of Islam and were overrun. We must
learn from those who have gone before us.
Their blood cries out to us. Let them not
have died in vain.”

Metzger dies

B
ruce Metzger, an expert on Greek biblical manuscripts, has died at 93. The professor emeritus at Princeton Theological
Seminary died of natural causes.
Born in 1914 in Pennsylvania, Metzger
was ordained in the Presbyterian Church
in 1939. He taught in the New Testament
department at Princeton for 46 years,
beginning in 1938.
Metzger was well known for his work
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in New Testament textual criticism. He
served on the committee that produced
the United Bible Societies’ Greek New
Testament and wrote several books on textual criticism. Metzger did extensive work
in Bible translation, serving on the committees of both the Revised Standard
Version and the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible. Many scholars
respected Metzger for his definitive writings on the text of the New Testament,
the apocryphal literature of the Old
Testament, and Jewish and Christian
apocalyptic literature.

Cup runneth over

G

erman
soccer
legend
Franz
Beckenbauer has told the Munich newspaper Abendzeitung that his October 2005
meeting with Pope Benedict XVI was “the
most important experience” of his life.
As chairman of the German committee
organizing the 2006 World Cup competition, Beckenbauer met the Pope at the
Vatican in October 2005. The encounter
made a deep impression on the German
athlete, and after Benedict’s trip to Bavaria
in 2006, Beckenbauer began to immerse
himself in the Pope’s writings. As a result
of his reading, Beckenbauer returned to
the active practice of his faith.
Beckenbauer captained Germany to
one World Cup triumph and coached it to
another.

Vietnamese pastor arrested

O
n January 9 police raided the Rev.
Hong Quang’s church and residence and
arrested 17 people who were having a
prayer meeting. While in custody, some
believers were threatened, crudely
grabbed, led by the hair, slapped on the
face and beaten.

Religion law passed

Tcontroversial
he Romanian president has approved a
new religion law which bans
Caloundra – Qld
Self contained 2 BR Units.
Ocean views, BBQ & heated pool,
close to shops and beaches.
Contact Marianne/Martin
07 5491 7155
or email info@seafarerchase.net
Web www.seafarerchase.net
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religious defamation and public offence to
religious symbols. Christians in Romania
are concerned the law will make it difficult
for religious communities not currently
recognised by the government to gain
recognition. Christians and human rights
activists are hoping to appeal against this
law.

Islamist killed

P

olice in Central Sulawesi in January
raided the home of one of 29 Islamic terrorists suspected of carrying out violent
attacks on Christians. A suspect was
killed in the raid – as was an Islamic
teacher who was not a suspect. Four suspects were arrested, and a policeman was
killed after the raid. “I heard several gun
shots at around 5 am,” Pastor Hanny
Ticoalu of the local Pentecostal Church
reported. “The raid took place only two
kilometers from my home. But I did not
go out to investigate; this kind of thing
doesn’t surprise us anymore.”

Preacher murdered congregation

A

Nigerian high court has sentenced a
Lagos preacher to death by hanging for
setting fire to members of his congregation, killing one woman. According to the
BBC, Emeka Ezeuko, better known as
Reverend King, was found guilty on one
count of murder and five of attempted
murder.
“In July last year, he accused six members of his Christian Praying Assembly
church of sinning by having extra-marital
sex,” said the BBC story. “He poured
petrol [gasoline] over them before setting
them alight. Ann Uzor died in hospital
from her burns. Rev. King allegedly told
members of his congregation that he was
Jesus Christ, a claim that gave him the
powers to punish sin.”
Assist

“It is the right moment to show an ethical and spiritual man, free from all those
pointless details. I also like Gregorian
garb,” Ms Versace added.

Police deny attack

S800udanese
police have denied attacking
Christians at a New Year’s Eve service
in Khartoum’s Anglican cathedral. Six
members of the congregation were
injured after the police fired tear gas into
the church. As a result of the attack, the
sound system, pews, chairs and windows
were damaged.
Compass Direct

‘Blasphemy’ prisoner freed

A

Pakistani court has acquitted a
Christian “blasphemy” prisoner on
grounds that the convict was mentally
unstable, while another Christian facing
the same accusation was released on bail.
Justice Muhammad Ijaz Chaudhry overturned Shahbaz Masih’s life sentence at a
Lahore High Court hearing on 19
January, citing evidence that the Christian
was mentally handicapped. He has been
incarcerated for more than five years. The
judge also noted that no one had seen
Masih, 28, commit the alleged crime,

After a fashion

Tretary,
he Pope’s always-elegant personal secMonsignor “Gorgeous Georg”
Gaenswein, is the inspiration behind the
clerical black jackets and priestly white
shirts in Donatella Versace’s latest men’s
fashion show, the Italian designer says.
“I was certainly inspired by him,” Ms
Versace, who describes Fr Gaenswein as a
triumph of “more brain and less muscle”,
told reporters. Speaking at the showing of
her 2007/8 autumn/winter collection at
Men’s Fashion Week in Milan, she said she
found his “austerity” very elegant.
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defence lawyer Khalil Tahir Sindhu said.
Sindhu said his client’s life may still be in
danger from Muslim fanatics angered by
the verdict. Another Christian in
Faisalabad went into hiding last week
while awaiting a court decision over accusations that he defiled the Koran.
Compass Direct

Tan heamendment
Indian Government has proposed
to a law on foreign funding of social service organisations that
could seriously hinder the work of an estimated 20,000 development organisations
– 50 per cent of which are Christian. The
amendment would enable authorities to
revoke registration at any time. At present, registration to receive foreign funding is granted indefinitely, but the Foreign
Contributions Regulation Bill would
obligate social service organisations

S

per cent since 1991, surprisingly the number showed a slight increase from the 2001
Census.
Assist News Service

A better word
By Barney Zwartz

On the
Agenda

P

Indian plan curbs foreigners

W

receiving foreign funding to re-register
every five years. Increased government
control of social service agency registrations could prove crippling.
Compass Direct

Eritrean Christians jailed
olice and military authorities in Eritrea
jailed 68 Christians in three official roundup operations conducted the first week of
January. Military commanders at Sawa
Military Centre held “random check-up
on the activities of Christian extremists”
on teenage student conscripts. They
found 250 Bibles, which they burned in
front of the whole military camp. They
arrested 35 students and ordered they be
subjected to severe military punishment,
including torture.
Meanwhile, the entire leadership of the
Zimbabwe Christian Alliance (ZCA)
and some journalists were arrested during
a meeting in Kadoma on January 26. The
alliance is involved in a number of measures to support those suffering from the
on-going political and economic crisis in
Zimbabwe and to work toward a resolution.
Voice of the Martyrs

E

A ready audience
By Michael Ireland, John McNeil

B
ritish young people, aged between 18
and 24, are more open to faith-based dialogues than any other age group in the
United Kingdom, a recent survey by
Premier Media Group revealed.
According to the survey, Christians
came top of the poll; with 74 per cent of
18 to 24 year olds willing to listen to them
talk about their own faith.
The results also revealed 63 per cent of
young adults were willing to listen to Jews
and despite recent political unrest, 62 per
cent were willing to listen to Muslims talk
about their religion. Hindus also registered positively in the poll, at 61 per cent.
While over two thirds (71 per cent) of
young adults were willing to listen to
agnostics, only 56 per cent were willing to
listen to atheists, the lowest rating in the
survey alongside Buddhists.
“From footballers to reality TV contestants, people are talking openly and positively about their faith in the media,”
commented Premier chief executive Peter
Kerridge. “The result of this includes
young adults being more open to explore
their own faith as well as being willing to
share new found beliefs with others.”
Meanwhile, Census figures in New
Zealand show that over the past two
decades the Christian faith has not been
haemorrhaging adherents to the extent
commonly believed.
It is true that Christians represent a
smaller proportion of the total population,
but rather than being caused by flight from
the churches it has largely come about by
immigration bringing increasing numbers
of people of other faiths, and an almost
doubling since 1991 of people now saying
they have no religion.
Despite the increasing secularisation of
society, nearly six out of 10 people filling
out the Census forms listed adherence to
Christianity. While this was a drop of 8
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oor preaching is enough to put some
Catholics off going to Mass, while others
stop because they believe the church
abuses its power or they find it irrelevant,
according to an authoritative report
released recently that has implications for
other churches.
Many Catholics who still go to church
will gradually drop off if nothing changes,
but there is much the church can do,
according to the report by Bob Dixon,
chief planner for the Australian Catholic
Bishops’ Conference.
The report, based on in-depth interviews with 41 people who had stopped
attending, found 10 main problems. The
most common reason cited was disillusionment at perceived misuse of power
and authority in the church – especially
sexual abuse and cover-ups – followed by
the perception the church was out of
touch and lack of intellectual stimulation.
Some Catholics felt excluded, or had
problems with the parish priest, but most
drifted away from church over time rather
than specifically deciding to stop. Some
still came occasionally, and some had
joined other denominations.
“There were several good news
aspects,” Mr Dixon said. “Many of the
people we interviewed said they would
consider returning. Some felt all that was
needed was a warm personal invitation. In
every case the idea of an ongoing spiritual
dimension to life was important, and they
maintained a strong Catholic identity.’’
He said planners would consult church
agencies and dioceses about a plan of
action. “Some of the problems could be

N

addressed, such as uninspiring homilies.
There’s a lot you can do to make an uninspiring speaker better.”
The Age

Anglicans defend faith
By Paul Majendie

O
ffering a telling twist in Britain’s highly
charged debate about religion and integration, the two Anglican leaders most vociferously defending British traditions are
originally from Pakistan and Uganda.
Many Church of England clerics tread
warily through a political minefield as the
country reflects on the value of multiculturalism, especially after the London suicide bombings by British Islamist extremists.
But Archbishop of York John
Sentamu and Bishop of Rochester
Michael Nazir-Ali seem less inhibited
than most.
Robust spokesmen for their Christian
faith, the two have both taken very public
stands on issues ranging from Muslim
veils to what the monarchy stands for.
They are not shy about standing up for
their adopted culture either.
“When I was in Uganda, everything
that was British was the best,” said
Sentamu, a former judge and outspoken
critic of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin
before fleeing his homeland.
“But now this country disbelieves itself
in an amazing way. It almost dislikes its
own culture,” said Sentamu, the second
most senior cleric in the Church of
England and Britain’s first black archbishop.
The question of how to integrate
Muslims into European society, which has
Christian roots but is increasingly secular,
has become a burning issue, with the
country now reflecting on its traditional
attitudes to ethnic minorities.
Nazir-Ali, Pakistani-born son of a convert to Christianity from Islam, argued
that many Muslims suffered from a “dual
psychology” that led them to desire both
“victimhood and domination”.
He urged Britain to filter out imams
who might whip up extremism.
“Characteristic British values have
developed from the Christian faith and its
vision of personal and common good,” he
said in a newspaper interview.
Nazir-Ali, Britain’s only Asian bishop,
also said heir to the throne Prince Charles
should not try to dilute the monarch’s traditional role as head of the Church of
England.
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In a nod to multiculturalism, Charles
has expressed a desire to be called
“Defender of Faith” rather than “Defender
of the Faith” when he is crowned.
But there is common ground.
Christian and Muslim leaders joined
forces to tell city officials to stop taking
the Christianity out of Christmas, arguing
that to do so only fuelled right-wing
extremism.
They attacked local authorities who,
fearing they might offend minority
groups, had used non-Christian terms like
“Winterval” for their Christmas celebrations.
The Christian Muslim Forum, bringing the two faiths together, argued: “The
desire to secularise religious festivals is in
itself offensive to both our communities.”
Reuters

Parliament in Melbourne
By Barney Zwartz

M

elbourne will host the next world parliament of religions, expected to draw
10,000 overseas visitors to the city in
December 2009.
The city’s harmony between religions
and commitment to interfaith understanding helped it to beat Singapore and

New Delhi, according to a spokesman for
the Melbourne Convention and Visitors
Bureau.
Mike Williams, the bureau’s general
manager, sales, said the taskforce went to
as many grassroots religious centres as
possible during their week-long visit in
September.
“They were amazed by what they saw,
and I was amazed too. We went to Muslim
centres, Jewish, Catholic, Buddhist, Sikh
and Christian centres – we tried to fit in as
many as we could.’’
The bureau says the eight-day parliament, the world’s biggest multifaith gathering, will bring visitors from 74 countries
– including leaders of the world’s main
religions and many less-known ones – and
will be worth more than $75 million to the
state.
RMIT Professor Des Cahill, head of
the Melbourne bid committee, said: “It is
a credit to our multicultural and interfaith climate that the world’s religious
leaders and their faith communities have
chosen Melbourne for such an important
event.’’
The first Parliament of World Religions
was held in Chicago in 1893 to encourage
interfaith understanding, was revived in
1993 and is now held every five years.
The Age
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Keep cool
Environmental activists are too alarmist about global warming.

T

he predictions of coming doom
and climate-change calamity
intoned almost nightly on our
television news these days bears at
least a superficial resemblance to the
warnings of the prophets to errant Israel.
Rarely has so much airtime been given to
news that hasn’t actually happened yet.
The threat of climate change seems to
have given many people in the prosperous
West a cause to live or even crusade for,
while other pressing problems such as
poverty, disease, lack of sanitation and
clean water, often of much greater concern to the world’s poor, are ignored. It is
one way to attempt to meet the deep spiritual need for purpose and significance
beyond the existential emptiness of life
lived without God.
Many Christians are naturally and
deeply sceptical of the current environmental “apocalypticism”, that bears the
hallmarks of a religion that substitutes the
creation for the creator, that seeks to
make preservation of the environment in
remembered form or at least in its current
configuration as the single most important issue pressing upon humankind, that
ignores other pressing issues like disease
and poverty in the developing world, that
takes enormous conceits to itself regarding humankind’s ability to change the
environment for better or for worse.
But over-reactions aside, we might ask,
is there a climate change problem, and if
so, what might we do about it?

T

he documentary An Inconvenient
Truth has confronted us with Al
Gore’s vision of the climate catastrophe
facing the Earth – melting ice caps, more
turbulent weather, rising sea levels flooding most of Holland, Bangladesh and
Miami, the collapse of the Gulf Stream
and the like – because of rising temperatures globally linked to rising atmospheric
levels of so called greenhouse gases, principally carbon dioxide, the result of our
addiction to fossil fuels.
Tim Flannery, 2007 Australian of the
year and author of The Weather Makers,
warns that to do nothing about climate
change makes the collapse of civilisation
inevitable. According to Flannery action
needs to be taken now to slow global

David
Palmer
warming. “The delay of even a decade is
too much,” he says.
Younger readers of AP might be surprised to learn that only 30 years ago
Newsweek ran an alarmist article on global
cooling entitled “The Cooling World”.
However by the late 1980s the concern
had shifted to possible global warming
and so the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change
(IPCC)
was
No matter how established
in
much civilisa- 1988 and it is this
tion slows body that has
greenhouse become the main
emissions, source of information on climate
global warm- change.
The
ing and sea- IPCC produces
level rise will very
complex
continue on c o m p u t e r i s e d
for centuries. models for estimating the average rise in global
temperature by 2100, doing so on the
basis of observed climate behaviour and
assumptions about future trends, including atmospheric concentrations of carbon
dioxide, taken as the main “greenhouse
gas” culprit. The models also allow predictions for other natural phenomena such as
ocean levels.
The IPCC has just released the first
instalment of its latest report. The main
findings are that temperature increases by
2100 will range between 1.8EC and 4EC,
the range of projected rises in sea levels is
from 0.18 metres to 0.59 metres and that
the historic temperature rise of 0.65EC
since the mid-20th century was 90 per
cent certain to have been the result of
man-made release of greenhouse gases.
The three most important sources of
greenhouse gases are electricity generation, transport and livestock.
These findings are considerably less
confronting than the scenarios painted by
climate alarmists like Flannery and Gore.
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Actually the most helpful thing in the
report and a useful antidote to those calling for immediate drastic cuts in greenhouse gas emissions is the report’s finding
that no matter how much civilisation
slows or reduces its greenhouse emissions, global warming and sea level rise
will continue on for centuries. Kevin
Trenberth, one of the report’s co-authors
is reported to have said, “this is not something you can stop. We’re just going to
have to live with it”.
The report will not achieve universal
acceptance. There will be those who will
argue that the IPCC report has been too
conservative, ie temperature rises will be
higher, ice caps melt faster, oceans rise
higher.

C

onversely there already exists a significant body of global warming sceptics
excluded from the IPCC process who
believe the IPCC places too great an
emphasis on greenhouse emissions and
not enough on solar radiation. Solar radiation, it is claimed, currently indicates the
possibility of future global cooling, not
global warming.
In this respect it is instructive to point
out that while greenhouse emissions measured in terms of carbon dioxide equivalence have steadily increased in the past
150 years, the same cannot be said for
global temperatures. Thus, there have
been two separate periods of global warming, 1910 to 1940 and 1970 until recent
times, separated by a period of global
cooling, 1940 to 1970.
It is fascinating to observe that 1998
was the hottest year on record and whilst
subsequent years have remained hot, it
appears global temperatures may have
peaked.
Does this observation mean that the
IPCC report can be set aside? Not at all!
It is the best advice available and governments would be foolish to ignore it.
What are we to make of the calls from
environmentalists, scientists and political
parties (mainly those in opposition) calling for deep cuts of 60 per cent in carbon
dioxide emissions by 2050?
Does Kyoto, fully implemented,
achieve this result? Far from it. Kyoto is a
failure, and will increasingly be seen to be

a failure for three reasons. First, it is calculated that Kyoto will only achieve a lowering of global temperature, of not more
than 0.28˚C by the year 2050 or to
express the matter differently, would gain
the world a minuscule extra six years’
breathing space. Second, all the developing nations including China and India are
excluded from having to comply with
Kyoto and this is a fatal omission – by
2009 China will exceed the USA as an
emitter of carbon dioxide whilst nonOECD (developing) countries will
exceed OECD countries in carbon dioxide emissions by more than 70 per cent in
2030. Third, it is already clear that most
European nations, the strongest supporters of Kyoto, will not achieve their Kyoto
targets.
So what is the way forward? First,
some background.
In the first place we need to recognise
that the use of fossil fuels, whether to
drive cars or trains or provide energy for
industry and the home has been enormously beneficial to the peoples of the
western world.
Second, we need to understand that
Africa, Asia, Central and South America
believe it is their turn to benefit from the
harnessing of energy, principally the
cheapest source, ie fossil fuels. And who
would wish to deny them the benefits of
freely available electricity, benefits we so
freely enjoy?
Third, we need to remember that not
all the effects of global warming are harmful. Increased levels of carbon dioxide will
make Earth a greener planet with greater
crop productivity. While not much help to
Australia, vast stretches of Canada and
Siberia will be able to accommodate far
larger numbers of people. Who knows,
Siberia may become the breadbasket of
the world as North Africa was once for
Rome! Remember too, far more people
die as a result of cold weather than hot
weather.
Yes, people may be uprooted because
of coastal flooding, but most of our forebears came to Australia not by choice but
of necessity, even coercion.

F

ourth, the current evidence for global
warming should not be considered
unique in human history or sufficient to
be alarmed about, noting simple historical
facts such as the Roman warming period
from 200 BC to around AD 600 when
North Africa and the Sahara were wetter
and supported crops and wine was produced in the north of England; the
medieval warming of AD 900 to 1300,

when Eric the Red’s Viking descendants
colonised Greenland, and the Little Ice
Age of 1300 to 1850 which saw the Norse
dairy farmers on Greenland grow short
from malnutrition and eventually die out.
So, what can be done in the Australian
context to tackle global warming? The
first response is usually described as “mitigation” in the sense of taking action so as
to “put off the evil day” or better, to defer
it indefinitely.

While not
much help to
Australia, vast
stretches of
Canada and
Siberia will be
able to accommodate far
larger numbers
of people.
This could be achieved by making deep
cuts in carbon dioxide emissions now.
Measures that could be considered would
be drastic cuts in cattle numbers, prohibition of air conditioners, punitive tariffs on
luxury cars and especially four-wheel-drives to suppress their sales and, most
importantly, the closure of power generation using Latrobe Valley brown coal, by
far the dirtiest fuel.
Such measures would dramatically
impress upon Australians the cost of
fighting climate change. The personal and
economic costs would be enormous and
yet go nowhere near meeting the environmentalist calls for 60 per cent cuts by
2050.
A milder form of mitigation would be
to seek gradually deeper cuts over say a
25-year time span. The virtue of this
approach is that an attempt is made to
manage the change to lower emissions
technology without causing the
Australian and other economies to falter.
Australia’s energy generation industry
estimates that the cost of new low-emission technology (principally nuclear
power to meet new demand for electricity
plus carbon burying for existing coal-fired
power stations) would cost a staggering
$75 billion.
There is no way of escaping the fact
that if Australia is to make deep cuts in its
carbon dioxide emissions, investment in
carbon dioxide emission-free nuclear
energy will be required. This will in fact
become a test of the nation’s willingness

to seriously grapple with global warning.
Any moves towards the imposition of a
carbon tax will only hasten the day that
nuclear energy arrives. In time carbon
burying technologies for existing coalfired power stations will be developed, as
most likely will solar power – all, however,
significantly more expensive than current
coal-fired stations. Wind farms are
unlikely to be significant sources of electricity because of their lack of base load
capability.
The alternative strategy is adaptation,
which can also work in conjunction with
partial mitigation. A good historical
example of adaptation was the building of
the Dutch system of dikes to reclaim land
already lost to the encroaching sea.
Another example is the Australian
Government’s $10 billion plan for the
recovery of the Murray Darling basin. The
virtue of waiting to adapt is that real problems allow very precise solutions to be
devised. In other words adaptation deals
with real and not hypothetical problems
leading to less costly, more effective remedial action.

F

urthermore, if the IPCC is already
indicating that global warming will
continue for centuries, adaptation will
certainly be required. And that is not an
unusual circumstance in human history
given past crises – climate change, failure
of crops, decimation of peoples through
warfare, plague and the like. This leads
naturally to the conclusion that in the
long run adaptation and not mitigation
will be the successful long term approach
to current climate change concerns.
As Christians we affirm that God is
committed to his creation and though
through man’s folly the world has become
“subjected to futility”, in “bondage to
decay”, yet God in His mercy will not forsake the works of His hands (Psalm
138:8).
In the meantime, I for one will continue to withhold my support for the
doom and gloom brigade, though I
acknowledge that Governments need to
have plans in place so that Australia plays
its part in combating escalating global
warming and its effects.
I must admit in passing that it does
seem that global warming provides a useful distraction to the encroachments of
Islam.
Presbyterian minister David Palmer, convener of the Victorian Church and Nation
Committee, was previously manager of a
ap
R&D establishment in Britain.
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God’s thoughts
Discernment means sensing how things look to God.

S

omeone I knew recently expressed
an opinion that surprised and in
some ways disappointed me. I said
to myself, “I thought he would have
more discernment than that.”
The experience caused me to reflect on
the importance of discernment, and the
lack of it in our world. People do not see
issues clearly and are easily misled because
they do not think biblically. But, sadly,
one cannot help reflecting on how true
that is of ourselves, in the church community too.
Most readers of this article would want
to distance themselves from what might
be regarded as the lunatic fringe of contemporary Christianity. But there is more
to discernment. True discernment means
not only distinguishing the right from the
wrong; it means distinguishing the primary from the secondary, the essential
from the indifferent, the permanent from
the transient, the good and the better
from the best.
Thus discernment is like the physical
senses; to some it is given as a special grace
gift (1 Cor. 12:10), but a measure of it is
essential for us all, and must be constantly
nourished. The Christian must take care
to nourish his “sixth sense” of spiritual
discernment. This is why the psalmist
prays, “Teach me knowledge and good
judgment” (Ps. 119:66).
But what is discernment? In Scripture
(as Ps.119:66 indicates) it is the ability to
make discriminating judgments, to distinguish between, and recognise the moral
implications of, different situations and
courses of action. It includes, apparently,
the ability to “weigh up” and assess the
moral and spiritual status of individuals,
groups and even movements. Thus, while

Visiting Ballarat?
Worship with us at
Ebenezer Presbyterian Church.
Every Sunday 10.30 am.
214 Armstrong Street South.
Rev. Dr John Woodward
Phone: (03) 5334 2909

Sinclair
Ferguson
warning us against judgmentalism, Jesus
urges us to be discerning and discriminating, lest we cast our pearls before pigs
(Matt. 7:1, 6).
The most remarkable example of such
discernment is described in John 2:24-25:
“Jesus would not entrust himself to them
... for he knew what was in a man.” This is
discernment without judgmentalism. It
involved
our
Lord’s
knowlThe
undiscerning edge of God’s
(He,
Christian Word
supremely had
becomes prayed, “Teach
enslaved – me ... good judgto others, ment, for I
to his own believe in your
uneducated commands” [Ps.
conscience, to 119:66]) and His
an unbiblical observation of
pattern of life. God’s ways with
men. Doubtless
His discernment
grew as He Himself experienced conflict
with, and victory over, temptation and
measured what is by what ought to be.
Christ’s discernment penetrates to the
deepest reaches of the heart, but it is of
the same type as the discernment the
Christian is to develop, for the only discernment we possess is that which we
receive in union with Christ, by the Spirit,
through God’s Word.
Discernment is learning to “think
God’s thoughts after him”, practically and
spiritually; it means having a sense of how
things look in God’s eyes, and seeing
them in some measure “uncovered and
laid bare”.
How should this discernment affect
the way we live? It acts as a means of protection, guarding us from being deceived
spiritually. We are not blown away by the
winds of teaching that make central an element of the gospel that is peripheral, or
treat a particular application of Scripture as
though it were Scripture’s central message.
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Discernment also acts as an instrument
of healing, when exercised in grace. I have
known a small number of people whose
ability to offer a diagnosis of the spiritual
needs of others has been remarkable.
They have diagnosed others’ spiritual condition better than the people themselves
could ever do. When exercised in love,
discernment can be the healing knife in
spiritual surgery.
Again, discernment can function as the
key to Christian freedom. The zealous
but undiscerning Christian becomes
enslaved — to others, to his own uneducated conscience, to an unbiblical pattern
of life. From such bondage, growth in discernment sets us free, enabling us to distinguish practices that may be helpful in
some circumstances from those that are
mandated in all circumstances.
In a different way, true discernment
enables the freed Christian to recognise
that the exercise of freedom in any given
respect is not essential to the enjoyment
of it.

F

inally, discernment serves as a catalyst
to spiritual development: “The
mocker seeks wisdom and finds none, but
knowledge comes easily to the discerning” (Prov. 14:6). Why? Because the discerning Christian goes to the heart of the
matter. He knows something about
everything, namely that all things have
their common fountain in God. Increase
in knowledge therefore does not lead to
increased frustration, but to a deeper
recognition of the harmony of all God’s
words.
How is such discernment to be
obtained? We receive it as did Christ
Himself — by the anointing of the Spirit:
through our understanding of God’s
Word, by our experience of God’s grace
and by the progressive unfolding to us of
the true condition of our own hearts. That
is why we should pray; “I am your servant, give me discernment” (Ps. 119:25).
Sinclair B. Ferguson is an associate professor
of systematic theology at Westminster
Theological Seminary. This article was previously published in Eternity Magazine,
ap
September 1988.
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Islam’s civil war
Sunni-Shia conflict could harm Islam – and everyone else.

I

t may have taken 1327 years, but the
Sunni “caliphs” are once again fighting Shiites in Karbala, as Shiites
(Arabs and Persians) are once again
agitating for influence. Thus Islamic history must once again be examined
through the narrative of two competing
Muslim sects.
After the death of Mohammed in
632AD, Muslims were divided over the
issue of a successor. Some Muslims
believed they should follow the tribal tradition whereby a council of elders would
choose a leader. These became the Sunnis:
those who follow the traditions (sunna).
Arab tribal tradition essentially meant
that a strongman would be installed as
dictator to guarantee order. These
Muslims believed that Mohammed was a
prophet and Allah’s message could be
understood by anyone and taken as literal.
Therefore they saw a difference between
the preacher (teacher) and the strongman
(dictator).
Other Muslims believed that Allah’s
divine appointment of Mohammed was
significant. They believed spiritual knowledge was esoteric and leadership was by
divine appointment, so only the blood relatives of Mohammed could be leaders of
the Muslims. While they believed that
Mohammed’s successor should be Ali,
Mohammed’s cousin and son-in-law, they
respected that majority decision and
accepted the Sunni caliphs. That is until
Ali, who had been appointed as the fourth
Caliph, was assassinated and his murderer,
Muawiya (the governor of Syria) assumed
the Caliphate, becoming the first
Umayyad Caliph. The Sunnis, who were
only interested in Muawiya’s power, not
how he got it, accepted Muawiya’s rule.
But the partisans of Ali could not.

T

his was the point at which the partisans of Ali – the Shiites – began to
separate themselves from the Sunnis. The
Shiites believed the violence and chaos
proved the Sunnis had erred in trusting
tribal tradition over divine appointment.
As Shiite veneration of Ali grew, so did
their anger and resistance. Husayn, Ali’s
son and Mohammed’s grandson, defiantly
refused to acknowledge the Umayyad
Caliphate.

Elizabeth
Kendal
The second Umayyad Caliph, Yazd I,
who was based in Damascus, was troubled
by rebellions in Kufa, Ali’s capital. Not
only were the Shiites rebelling but so too
were the Persians of Kufa rebelling against
the Arab nature of Umayyad rule. So in
680AD Caliph Yazd I sent an army to
Karbala to lay
siege to Husayn’s
This year the
caravan to put an
end to Husayn
Sunni-Shiite
and his Shiite folstruggle will
lowers, as well as
escalate in
the Persians of
Lebanon,
Kufa.
doubtless with
The
Shiites
horrendous
were ambushed
consequences
and
routed.
Husayn fought
for the church.
but was killed,
martyred for his
belief. The surviving Shiites and Persians
fled east into Persia. The martyr Husayn
was survived by his young son Ali who
became the first of 12 Shia imams to have
descended directly from Mohammed.
(The 12th Imam disappeared in 939
before he could produce an heir.
According to Shiism he will return in the
last days as the Shia Messiah.)
The Shiite claim that only a blood
descendent of Mohammed should lead
the Muslims is a direct challenge to the
legitimacy of the Sunni caliphs. Sunni
demonisation and persecution of Shiites
has virtually always been politically motivated and to counter this challenge.
After the 12th Imam disappeared without leaving an heir, the Shiites settled
down to await his return, fostering a culture of quietism and future hope. They
revered and venerated the martyr Husayn
and bore Sunni persecution while focusing on cultural, theological and intellectual pursuits as they awaited the return of
their Shia Messiah who would right all
wrongs.
Sunnis meanwhile interpreted their

dominance and power as proof of Allah’s
blessing, when really it was due to merciless, imperialistic aggression. However
Islamic (Sunni) military and imperialist
power eventually faded beneath the
expanse of the empire, the corruption of
the caliphate and the rising industrial, scientific, technological and military ascendancy of post-Reformation Europe.
In the 19th century, Sunni fundamentalism emerged, decreeing that (Sunni)
Islam’s decline was the result of Allah’s
displeasure at Muslim waywardness. AlWahhab’s Islamic reformation and revival
of puritanical Koranic fundamentalism –
which is pro-Sharia and pro-jihad, as well
as anti-Semitic and anti-Christian – was
intended to restore Allah’s favour and
Sunni power. During the 20th century
each Islamic (Sunni) loss (the Balkan
Wars, World War I, World War II, the
Middle East wars) triggered a renewed call
for Islamic reform, a return to puritanical
Koranic fundamentalism.
Then came the 1979 Islamic (Shiite)
revolution in Iran, which was the result of
Shiism plus revolutionary Marxism.
Shiites are divided over this. Many Shiites
believe they should still be quietly awaiting the return of their messiah, the 12th
Imam Al-Mahdi, while other Shiites
believe they should advance with revolutionary zeal to hasten his return.

W

hile Shiites comprise a minority of
only 10 to 15 per cent of all
Muslims, in the Middle East the SunniShia ratio is around 50-50.
Shiite ascendancy is a direct and serious
threat to Sunni legitimacy and dominance
that is interpreted as proof of Allah’s
blessing. As such, the Shiite threat had to
be fought; the Shiites had to be contained.
The Iran-Iraq war (1980-88) bogged the
Shiites down for a decade and every
nation that was keen to contain Iran’s
Shiite Islamic revolutionary zeal supported Saddam Hussein. Secular Arab
Iraq provided the western bulwark to
Shiite ascendancy and expansion.
At the same time, Saudi Arabia set
about building an ideological bulwark to
hold back Shiism on Iran’s eastern border.
During the 1960s and 1970s the Saudis
had been forging an alliance with Pakistan
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and exporting Wahhabist ideology to
counter secular Arab nationalism. But
after Iran’s Islamic (Shiite) Revolution the
Saudis ratcheted up the anti-Shiite
rhetoric. The Wahhabism being pumped
around the world post-1979, especially
into Pakistan and Afghanistan (via the
Taliban), was not only pro-Sharia, projihad, anti-Semitic and anti-Christian but
virulently anti-Shiite as well.
For more than two decades Shiite Iran
was hemmed in and ground down.
Operation Iraqi Freedom removed the
western bulwark and liberated and
empowered Iraq’s Arab Shiites, thereby
completely overturning the balance of
Muslim power in the Middle East.

A

s the Shiites become more powerful,
influential and confident the threatened Sunnis respond with increasingly
virulent anti-Shiite Sunni extremism,
which is equally anti-Semitic, antiChristian and imperialistic. This could
lead to a full-blown Shiite-Sunni war,
which would spread through the region
and devastate both sects.
The Shiites, in an effort to prevent such
a war, then increase their anti-Israel, antiChristian, Islamic imperialistic rhetoric in
the hope of deflecting Sunni hate and
uniting the sects to fight common Islamic
causes and hatreds – Jews, Israel,
Christians, the West, secularists and apostates – rather than each other.
This is why Lebanon’s (Shiite)
Hezbollah has taken up the (Sunni)
Palestinian cause. This is why (Shiite) Iran
is overtly supporting (Sunni) Hamas and
expending vast energies to run provocative
anti-Semitic events. Iran’s policy makers,
leaders and preachers are desperate to prevent devastating sectarian war. Their antiSemitic, anti-Christian, anti-Western
rhetoric is a strategy to unite Muslims.
However two-and-a-half decades of
prolific, virulently anti-Shia, Wahhabist
propaganda has guaranteed that this Shiite
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strategy will fail, as particularly the most
indoctrinated Sunnis will be unable to
accept any degree of Shiite ascendancy or
Muslim unity with those they have been
taught to regard as infidels, polytheists
and unbelievers.
So while the Sunni-Shiite struggle is
primarily a struggle between two Muslim
sects competing for legitimacy and
supremacy, it is inevitable that the Jews
and Christians of the Middle East will be
seriously impacted. We are already seeing
this dynamic in action in Iraq where the
targeted, violent persecution of the
Christian and the Mandaean communities
is escalating.

Saudi Sunnis
are flocking to
Iraq for jihad,
excited by the
prospect of
killing infidel,
kafir Shiites
and
Americans.
This year the Sunni-Shiite struggle will
escalate in Lebanon, doubtless with horrendous consequences for the Church.
Shiite-majority Lebanon is located at the
end of a broad Shiite crescent that takes
Iranian power right to Israel’s northern
border. Therefore Lebanon is hugely
strategic. As a Shiite majority state in
which the Shiites have the backing of Iran,
Lebanon – which like Iraq has a large
Christian minority – may well be an Iraqin-waiting.
Saudi Arabia is also at risk of SunniShiite unrest. While Saudi Arabia is only
15 per cent Shiite, virtually all those vilified, persecuted, marginalised Shiites live
in Eastern Province where they form a
clear majority. Saudi Arabia’s Eastern
Province is at the end of a tight Shiite crescent that runs from Iran through oil-rich
southern Iraq down into Saudi Arabia
along the coast of the Persian Gulf. Saudi
Arabia’s Shiites are linked to Iraq’s Shiites
and revere Ayatollah Sistani.
Saudi Sunnis are flocking to Iraq for
jihad, excited by the prospect of killing
infidel, kafir Shiites and Americans.
What’s more, they are returning to Saudi
Arabia doubly zealous and anxious to kill
Saudi Shiites. Eastern Province is ripe for
unrest, especially if Iran decides to support a Shiite insurgency. It must be noted
that Shiite-dominated Eastern Province
also happens to have around 90 per cent
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of Saudi Arabia’s oil assets, making it
hugely strategic territory.
Furthermore, Shiites believe their messiah, the Mahdi, and his deputy (Jesus)
will make their reappearance at the Ka’bah
in Mecca. They will fight the “Sofyani”
(the tribe that was the keeper of the
Ka’bah during the time of Mohammed)
before they march with the believers to
Kufa, the historic capital of Ali, southern
Iraq. Here the Mahdi will establish his
global government.
According to Iran’s President
Ahmadinejad, the return of the Mahdi is
imminent. However Ahmadinejad’s
urgency is probably generated more by
political than theological considerations –
Iran has only a small window of opportunity through which it can hope to ascend
to that place of regional hegemony and
Islamic leadership. Iran’s oil reserves are
being depleted and Iran’s population
growth is negative.
Iran needs to extend its tentacles into
more profitable (oil-rich) regions and
unite the Muslim world behind its leadership now, because Iran’s power has a definite use-by-date. Also Ahmadinejad is
hugely unpopular. Iranians are risking life
and liberty to protest his belligerence and
repression. To hold on to power and
advance his urgent, apocalyptic strategy,
he will have to be even more ruthless and
repressive in 2007 than he was in 2006.

T

he Shiite ascendancy and the resulting
Sunni backlash spells major troubles
for Jews, Mandaeans and Christians
across the Middle East, just as it has in
Iraq. What’s more, this dynamic will play
out to varying degrees everywhere there
are Shiites and Sunnis, especially in mixed
regions where they are vying for legitimacy and dominance – in Europe,
Pakistan, Canada, Australia, Azerbaijan
and more, as well as in countries such as
Bosnia that are patrons of an ascendant
Iran.
This Sunni-Shiite conflict could well be
the beginning of the end of Islam. Iran
may rise and even lead the Shiites to victory over the Sunnis and leadership of the
Islamic world after a hugely destructive
Islamic implosion. But the Muslim remnant will then have to face the failure of
Shia messianic prophecy. Many false
“Jesus” and “Mahdis” will probably appear
in the near future, but none will be able to
fulfil Shia prophesy.
Elizabeth Kendal is chief research for the
World Evangelical Alliance Religious
Liberty News and Analysis.
ap
rl-research@crossnet.org.au
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Letters
Amending creation?

C

ould it be that the extreme weather
experienced in Germany, England, USA,
South Africa and here in Australia (floods
in Alice Springs) within a few days of each
event, is more than a natural coincidence
but the consequence of weather manipulation by man?
Michel Chossudovsky, Professor of
Economies, University of Ottowa in his
book The Globalisation of Poverty quotes
internationally respected radiation expert
Dr Rosalie Bertll as stating “US military
scientists are working on weather systems
as a potential weapon. The methods
include the enhancing of storms and the
diverting of vapour rivers in the earth’s
atmosphere to produce targeted droughts
or floods.”
According to my reading, a High-frequency
Active
Aural
Research
Programme has been underway for the
past 20 years at a facility near the town of
Gakona in south central Alaska. See
www.haarp.alaska.edu/
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Of course our federal government will
deny any knowledge of this, but if correct,
it makes you wonder whether claims of
greenhouse gas emissions and global
warming are a money-making diversion to
what is really happening to God’s World.
Bill Brown,
Elder, Scots Presbyterian Church
Colac, Vic.

Israel: a broad claim

I

n his letter (AP, February), Stephen
Moody appears to assume that everyone
who is by religion a Jew is a lineal descendant of Abraham.
Arthur Koestler in his well-documented book The Thirteenth Tribe

demonstrates the contrary.
On the other hand, Semitic Arabs who
are Muslims can rightly claim to be
descended from Abraham through his son
Ishmael. The claim that those who are Jews
by religion have some exclusive right to the
Holy Land is fallacious and is used as a
device to implement a spurious hegemony
that justifies oppression of the Palestinians.
Israel Shahak demonstrates this in his book
Jewish History, Jewish Religion.
After several millennia of racial and
religious intermixing and in grafting into
the vine, as St Paul describes it, there are a
multitude who can lay claim to an interest
in Abraham’s legacy.
Robert Bell,
Horsham, Vic.

ISRAEL AND THE NATIONS
Speaker: Dr Gary Cohen (USA)
A born-again Christian Jew who co-authored “Revelation Visualised” with
Salem Kirban a born-again Christian Arab.

Dates: March 23, 2007 Friday 7.30 – 9.30 pm
March 24, 2007 Saturday 4.00 – 6.00 pm
Venue: Ebenezer BPC
606-622 Mt Dandenong Road Kilsyth Vic 3137

Melway: 51G5

Enquiries: Rev Dr Tan (0401 225 880) Elder Ed Meyale (9551 8979)

PREZRA
School of
Theology
and PCA Ministries
Please COME OVER and HELP US
in Adelaide and South Australia
We need Ministers and Home
Missionaries to come to Churches without
a Pastor who will preach the Gospel, care
for the flock and reach out in Evangelism.
Otherwise, come to Adelaide and study at
the PREZRA School of Theology and get
equipped in the Bible and the Christian
Faith for Practical Christian service.
Prepare to become a Home Missionary, or
a resident Supply Preacher, or a PCA Lay
Ministries Worker.
PREZRA courses are FREE. They include
the Australian College of Theology’s ThA
(Associate In Theology) and the Advanced
Diploma of Theology (ThL) Diplomas, as
well as the Home Missionary Certificate
(HMCertif) and PREZRA’s Certificate of
Biblical Studies for lay workers.
Contact: PREZRA / PCA Ministries
for 2007 Handbook:
Rev Dr Reg Mathews
regmathews@picknowl.com.au
(08) 83 95 78 41
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preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Bateman’s Bay home mission station
NSW South coast with about 40 c&a
and 2 e.
31 Presbytery of Flinders, Melbourne, 9
parishes and 4 home mission stations
totaling 17 congregations with about
980 c&a and 250 yf, 1 missionary, 1
theological candidate, 3 retired ministers and 2 under jurisdiction. Ian
Brown clerk.
APRIL 2007
1 Kath Donovan and Ruth Myors mission partners (APWM) workers from
Gosford NSW in a counselling ministry to missionaries.
2 Mareeba home mission station N.Qld
with about 30 c&a; Ed and Joy
Chandler.
3 As Jewish people observe Passover,
pray that many will come to know
that Yeshua (Jesus) is the true Lamb
slain to liberate us from sin and death.
4 All students at Sydney Missionary and
Bible College, Croydon, and all staff
including David Cook (Principal),
Kirk Patson and Cecily Moar.
5 The Lord’s blessing on other
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches,
and the fostering of our relations with
them through the work of the GAA
Committee, Allan Harman convener.
6 Devoutly thank God for the
Atonement through Christ’s blood,
and pray for effective preaching of this
message in all churches today.
7 Brett and Ruth Richardson mission
partners (APWM) workers from
Parramatta City, NSW, in Spain with
European Christian Mission.
8 Pray that many this weekend will
enter the new, living hope brought by
Christ’s Resurrection.
9 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Gisborne

10

11
12

13

14
15
16
17

18

19

20

home mission station, Vic. with about
25 c&a, 25 yf and 3 e.
Presbytery of Mowbray, southern
Brisbane and Gold Coast – 10 parishes
and 11 home mission stations totaling
24 congregations with about 1980 c&a
and 800 yf, 3 theological candidates, 2
theological teachers, 2 social mission
workers, 11 retired ministers and 1
minister at large. Frank White clerk.
Western Australian country ministries
– Paul Bloomfield and James Nocher.
Monto home mission station Qld
including Abercorn with about 70
c&a, 45 yf and 6 e; Elton and Glenda
Wiltshire.
Thank God for many years of service
among Somali people in Africa and
Australia by John and Pat Warner mission partners (APWM) workers from
Capalaba, Qld, as they move towards
retirement.
Pray for relief from drought, all suffering under it and wise management
of water resources.
Fawkner (Samoan) parish Melbourne
with about 100 c&a, 120 yf and 18 e;
Simalu and Urima Cowley.
Sydney Young Nak Korean parish
Telopea with about 250 c&a, 90 yf and
4 e; Myeong-Gu Lee.
John and Keit Leung mission partners
(APWM) workers from Sydney in
leadership of Chinese Christian
Mission Australia.
East Maitland parish NSW including
Raymond Terrace and Beresfield with
about 125 c&a, 10 yf and 8 e; John
and Sheridan Buchanan.
Nicky mission partners (APWM)
worker from Mitchelson, Qld in
South Asia as a school nurse with
Interserve.
Rose Bay (St Andrews) parish Sydney
with about 105 c&a, 10 yf and 3 e;
Bruce and Pat Christian.

Subscription form
Please send me Australian Presbyterian magazine ...

Please find enclosed
Cheque/money order to Australian Presbyterian for: $__________
Please debit $__________ from my
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Overseas: $A45 per year

Donation
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Gift Subscription
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21 Presbytery of Dubbo 7 parishes totaling 17 congregations with about 750
c&a (communicants and adherents),
and 340 yf (younger folk – Sunday
School and youth) and 2 PIM patrols
– 1 retired minister and 1 under jurisdiction. Wayne Connor clerk.
22 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Narrabri parish, NW NSW with about
70 c&a, and 2e (elders).
23 Robert and Leonie Betts mission partners (APWM) workers from
Ashburton and Canterbury Vic. in
missionary leadership in Victoria after
7 years in Sudan with Wycliffe Bible
Translators.
24 The members and leaders of
Presbyterian Youth Australia-wide,
and a strong impact for the Gospel on
their contemporaries.
25 Sunraysia (Mildura) parish with about
30 c&a, 15 yf and 1 e and the SW
NSW PIM patrol – Michael and
Yvonne Willsmore.
26 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Narrandera
home mission station southern NSW
with about 25 c&a and 4 e.
27 Toowoomba South parish Qld including St Johns and Murphy’s Creek
with about 170 c&a, 30 yf and 9 e;
Graeme and Kerrie McKay.
28 Paul and Janae Denness mission partners (APWM) workers from
Bundoora, Vic. in the Northern
Territory with Missionary Aviation
Fellowship.
29 Canterbury parish Melbourne with
about 165 c&a, 45 yf and 3 e – Grant
and Anne Lawrie; and the Japanese
congregation there with about 35 c&a,
5 yf and 3 e.
30 Pray for the Interim moderator,
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published sermons by this prince of
preachers.

Books
Authentic Christianity
Sermons on the Acts of the
Apostles, vol. 6
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth 2006
Reviewed by Greg Goswell

TsiveheseSunday
18 sermons preached on succesevenings aim to prove that the
Gospel does not start with a personal need
or even a world problem (eg, the then current Vietnam war) but with the historical
fact of Jesus Christ. The volume’s title
Authentic Christianity shows the main
thrust of the sermons.
Lloyd-Jones complains that too much
talk (both in private and public discussion) reflects a failure to understand what
Christianity really is, so that sadly many
people reject what is in fact only a sham,
rather than real Christianity. Concerning
true preaching, he says: “right from the
beginning the result of this preaching has
always been that people are filled with
joy” (comments based on Acts 8.8).
Lloyd-Jones analyses the problem of the
modern world as people’s failure to really
listen to the gospel.
What strikes me afresh about the
preaching of Martyn Lloyd-Jones is that it
goes to the heart of the human problem.
Without bluster but instead with compelling logic and step-by-step argumentation, he demolishes every barrier to
embracing the truth of Christ. Using the
encounter between Philip and the
Ethiopian, Lloyd-Jones exposes what is
falsely called Christianity but is not the
real thing,. As well, the sobering example
of Simon Magus shows that “it is possible
for us to appear to be Christians without
really being Christians”.
The demonic dimension of evil is a
strain in these sermons, with the defeat of
Satan at the cross being the one hope of
the world. This reveals the folly of all
human schemes of self-improvement or
of fixing up the world.
These sermons have special poignancy
in that they are the last series preached by
Dr Lloyd-Jones as minister of
Westminster Chapel. The series was cut
short by his illness and subsequent retirement (February 1968). Thank you Banner
for continuing to expand the corpus of

Greg Goswell is lecturer in Biblical Studies
at the Presbyterian Theological College,
Melbourne.

Galatians
Peter Barnes
Evangelical Press, 2006
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Tserves
he AP’s own Peter Barnes, who also
as the minister of Revesby
Presbyterian Church in suburban Sydney,
has written this helpful, readable and
informative commentary on the key
Pauline book of Galatians. The reader is
presented with a very straightforward
exposition of the teaching of this book.
This is a preachers’ commentary, written by a preacher for preachers. It is didactic and direct and burns with the spirit
that longs to proclaim to all both far and
wide that by faith in Jesus Christ alone the
sinner can be right with the Lord of Glory.
While it is clearly a scholarly volume
(one has to be impressed by the wide
ranging
discussion
of
Greek
words/phrases and authorities – ancient
and modern, believing and unbelieving –
by Dr Barnes on nearly every page), it
does not do with this accumulation of
wisdom what so many do, that is, address
an academic audience removed from the
life of the local church and the struggles of
the Christian life.
The application sections could often be
fuller (a comment one could make of
other volumes in this series) but the
reader is often given very good illustrations of the main point under discussion
from church history, which Dr Barnes
teaches at the Presbyterian Theological
College in Sydney. These could easily be
used in sermons and bible studies.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scot’s
Kirk, Fremantle.

cation table, while his Letters are “overcharged with emotion”. Rendell even says
that he was “strongly sexed”.
Rutherford’s imagery, drawn from an
allegorical understanding of the Song of
Songs, was often quite sensuous. Yet he
was a fierce supralapsarian – one who
believed that the decrees of God preceded
the fall of Adam into sin. Rendell speaks
for many moderns when he says that
there is “a hard fatalism in Rutherford’s
doctrines of predestination and election”.
Rutherford is famous in a number of
areas: a determined opponent of any compromise with the Stuart kings or episcopacy in any form, the most diligent of pastors in his work at Anwoth, a wonderful
letter writer, and one of the Scottish commissioners to the Westminster Assembly
in 1643-1647. To capture part of the
flavour of Rutherford’s style, one might
best quote from Rutherford himself: “My
one joy, next to the flower of my joys,
Christ, was to preach my sweetest Master,
and the glory of His Kingdom.”
Rendell has provided a readable and
helpful introduction to the life of this significant Scottish Puritan.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

Visiting
Western
Qeensland?

??
:

Worship with us at the

maranoa
presbyterian church
roma, opposite police station

Samuel Rutherford
Kingsley G. Rendell
Fearn: Christian Focus, 2003.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

SDavid
amuel Rutherford once admitted to
Dickson: “I am made of extremes.”
Alexander Whyte was to comment that
Rutherford’s work, Lex Rex (The Law is
King, published anonymously in 1644),
has as much emotion in it as the multipli-

:

Worship Service

Sunday 9am
Contact: Rev. Walter jones
at miles on (07) 4654 3100
Free temporary accommodation is
available for visiting ministers or lay
preachers of the reformed tradition in
return for preaching arrangements
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A weekly blessing
How to make the most of public worship.

N

othing could be further from the
truth than the notion that the
majority of the congregation simply sit in the pews while the
preacher dominates proceedings in public
worship.
Obviously only one person ought to
speak at a time (1 Cor. 14:27), but that
does not mean that others are thereby free
to let their thoughts meander where they
will. As we gather together as the
covenant people of God, particularly on
the day set apart to commemorate the
breaking in of the new creation in the resurrection of Christ, how ought we to
meet?
First, we take part. King David
declared: “I was glad when they said to
me, ‘Let us go into the house of the
Lord’” (Psalm 122:1). David was not a
priest or a religious leader as such, but he
was a believer and he rejoiced to be found
with the people of God.
Centuries later, Nehemiah, as governor, could be found parading with one of
the choirs at the dedication of the wall
around Jerusalem (Neh. 12:38-40). We do
not know whether Nehemiah could hit a
right note or not, but both David and
Nehemiah were happy to be physically
present at public worship. Their bodies
were there because their hearts were there.
It was the false worshippers in Amos’ day
who could hardly wait for the Sabbath to
be over so that they could get back to
their dishonest business practices (Amos
8:5).

D

aniel Rowland used to watch the
Christians gather together during the
18th century revival in Wales, and he said:
“They brought heaven with them.” A
Christian does not go to church. Rather,
the church meets to worship, to be
encouraged and to encourage, and to
grow in love and good works. We all participate.
Second, we pray. Charles Spurgeon
once told his congregation: “May God
help me, if you cease to pray for me! Let
me know the day and I must cease to
preach.” That is how important prayer is!
We need to pray that God will meet with
us, that His Word will speak to us, that we

Peter
Barnes
will be encouraged to press on in eternal
things, and that our love for God and our
neighbour will increase. When the spirit
of prayer is absent, we lose sight of what
the faith is all about.
Moses would not go anywhere unless
he was assured that God would go with
him (Ex. 33). That is the attitude of the
believer. It is the
very presence of
God that we
desire above all
It is difficult
else. Dr Martyn
Lloyd-Jones said
to combine
that he could fora submissive
give a preacher
spirit with a
almost anything
discerning
provided he gave
spirit, but we
him a sense of
must attempt
God. That is
to do so.
where prayer is so
vital.
Third, we listen with faith.
The book of
Hebrews exhorts us to press on, and
warns us, with respect to the Old
Testament covenant people of God, that
“the gospel was preached to us as well as
to them; but the word which they heard
did not profit them, not being mixed
with faith in those who heard it” (Heb.
4:2). Faith is, above all else, believing
what God says. In Ezekiel’s day, God
complained that people heard the
prophet in the same way as they listened
to a singer with a pleasant voice or to a
capable musician (Ezek. 33:31-32). One
of the more obvious features of the modern church scene is the inordinate
emphasis on entertainment.
What matters is not the messenger
but the content of the message (1 Cor.
2:1-5; 2 Cor. 10:10). The apostle Paul, for
example, was not a rhetorician in the
classic sense, but a passionate herald of
the gospel of salvation. When we gather
together, we come not to view a perfor-

3 6 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

March 2007

mance but to hear “the oracles of God”
(1 Pet. 4:11). The preacher is to “give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). He is to handle
accurately the word of truth (2 Tim.
2:15).
It is difficult to combine a submissive
spirit with a discerning spirit, but we
must attempt to do so. We are, as it were,
to sit humbly at Jesus’ feet and hear His
word (Luke 10:38-42), but also to test
the spirits so that the human preacher
may not lead us away from the divine
word (Acts 17:11; 1 Thess. 5:21; 1 John
4:1).

I

n 1630, while he was still a probationer, John Livingstone preached in
the church of Shotts in Scotland on the
Monday after a communion season.
Livingstone was nervous to the point of
being fearful, but he preached for well
over an hour on Ezekiel 36:25-26
(“Then I will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and from all
your idols. I will put My Spirit within
you; I will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh”).
A remarkable awakening occurred, and
in a day when the invitation system was
not used, some 500 persons were to trace
their conversion to that sermon. A week
later he preached the same sermon at
Irvine, and nothing happened. In fact, he
became so discouraged by this latter effort
that he had to be cajoled to preach the following Sunday.
Livingstone learned this: “I found that
much study did not so much help me in
preaching as the getting my heart brought
to a right disposition; yea, sometimes I
thought that the hunger of the hearers
helped me more than my own preparation.”
We are not in control here. We all must
participate, and all pray, and all heed the
Word of God – but it is the presence of
the Spirit of God who gives life to our
worship of the living God.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.

