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hristians are people who are filled with an all-consuming passion that “the earth should be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). A believer’s burning ambition should be to live out of a God-entranced worldview
which, as James Stewart reminds us, will “quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, feed the mind with the truth
of God, purge the imagination by the beauty of God, open
the heart to the love of God, and devote the will to the purpose of God”. This is the vision of the Christian life and,
therefore, of a Christian education.
There can be no doubt that God must be central to the
thoughts and affections of Christians when we remember
that He is “the Source, Guide and Goal of all things” (Rom.
11:36, NEB). Further, the first three petitions of the Lord’s
Prayer, “Hallowed be Your Name”, “Your Kingdom come”,
and “Your will be done”, reinforce the notion that a Christian
should plead for the establishment of God’s dominion in
every aspect of reality, including our own minds and hearts.
Thus to pray the Lord’s Prayer means that we ask God for the
grace “to take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2 Cor.
10:5). True Christian spirituality gives rise to rigorous intellectual engagement which seeks to relate all knowledge to
Christ as its source.
However, the whole atmosphere of modern thought is
hostile to the claim that the lordship of Christ has any
explanatory value beyond the religious realm. For the most
part God is never factored into discussions about philosophy,
language, history, science or the humanities. Further, in
today’s educational environment, His relevance is questioned
even in the areas of personal development and ethics.
This unfortunate state of affairs ignores the fact that since
we are made in God’s image, we have a yearning to understand the purpose and meaning of life. Because we are rational creatures we have a desire to make sense of our existence
and long for “a mental map” that will bring everything into
focus. This “mental map” is what we call a worldview. And a
Christian worldview is what we need for a true education.
Peter Hastie
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A splendid view

© PHOTOGRAPH: EDYTA PAWLOWSKA – DREAMSTIME.COM

The Christian worldview provides panorama and depth.

D

r Peter Lillback is the pastor of
Proclamation
Presbyterian
Church in Bryn Mawr,
Pennsylvania, and also the president of Westminster Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia. He grew up in
northern Ohio and came to faith as a
child. He is a graduate of Cedarville
College, Dallas Theological Seminary and
obtained a PhD in historical theology
from Westminster Theological Seminary
in 1985. His doctoral dissertation
explored the foundations of covenant theology in John Calvin and is entitled The
Binding of God – Calvin’s Role in the
Development of Covenant Theology.
Dr Lillback has been in pastoral ministry for more than 25 years and has
served at Proclamation Presbyterian
Church for the last 15 years. He has also
served as an adjunct professor at
Westminster since the early 1980s. He is
married and has two daughters. He has a
special interest in Christian worldview
and historical apologetics and has been
active as a pastor in seeking to reclaim a
Christian worldview in American culture.
He has recently published an important

Peter Lillback
talks to

Peter Hastie
book, George Washington’s Sacred Fire
(Providence Forum Press, 2006). Dr
Lillback has spent 15 years of exhaustive
research on this project, revealing that
George Washington was driven by the
highest of ideals, not the least of which
was his genuine Christian faith.

The term “worldview” is often used
by Christians wanting to engage with
their culture. What does it mean and
why is it important?
The term comes to us from the
German word “weltanschaung”, meaning
“view of the world”. For philosophers, it’s
a term that refers to the underlying
assumptions that we have about the world
that give all of life a meaning. Ultimately
everyone is wrestling with the issue of
worldview. We are all asking questions
like: Is there a God? What is life all about?
Is there such a thing as truth? Does

4 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

October 2006

heaven exist? It doesn’t matter whether
you’re talking about Aboriginal culture or
modern secular culture; worldview refers
to that set of assumptions that we all need
to make sense of life.
Now the reason why “worldview” has
become so important today is that we
have suddenly realised that we’re not talking to each other as we once did. A generation or so ago it seemed like everyone
understood one another when they talked
about important issues. For example,
when we discussed the issue of right and
wrong, or whether there was such a thing
as heaven, people were acting on a set of
common assumptions. However today,
no one knows what’s what. The difference
between the way people think now and
the way they used to think a generation
ago is that today people are approaching
life with a different set of presuppositions
through which they look at the world and
try to make sense of it.
In a sense, the issue of worldview has
been thrust upon us because we’re living
in a post-Christian era in which large
numbers of people have rejected a JudeoChristian approach to spiritual and moral

issues. This explains why people are asking: “Why can’t I talk to my neighbour
any more? Why are people so insistent
that marriage is no longer between a man
and woman?” The problem for most of us
is that we don’t understand how different
ways of looking at the world have come
upon us.

Is it possible to explain anything neutrally, such as mathematics, without
bringing spiritual and philosophical
assumptions into play?
We could look at that from a number
of different ways but let me begin by saying that there is no such thing as philosophical neutrality in a world that is created by God. If you assume that God
exists and that He created everything,
then everything He created has its meaning and purpose in the light of God. This
means that mathematics, which is a science of the mind, reflects the Creator’s
wisdom; and the logic, order, structure
and symmetry that we find in mathematics is something that God created.
Although a mathematician may never be
consciously thinking of God when he’s
using the laws of mathematics, nevertheless he is thinking God’s thoughts from a
Christian point of view.
If we believe with the apostle Paul that
“by Christ all things were created… and
in Him all things hold together” (Col.
1:16, 17), that means that God’s signature
is on every atom, every molecule and
every reality in the entire universe. Thus
there can be no neutrality in our approach
to life. Everything refers to the Creator
who made it and is a witness to His glory.
This means that when a non-Christian
looks at anything and denies the existence
of God, he is distorting the fact that he is
observing. He’s saying something about
reality to be sure, but since he refuses to
see it as something that manifests the
glory and wisdom of God, he is seeing it
wrongly. Since everything ultimately
points to God and is the fruit of his hand,
neutrality is impossible. In fact, the very
idea of neutrality is actually an expression
of unfaithfulness to God because a person
who claims to be neutral is saying “I don’t
need God. I can be autonomous”.
However, no one can be neutral in a world
where there is a God who sustains our
existence. So, is neutrality possible? The
answer is no.

What difference does a person’s prior
philosophical commitment make to
the teaching, for example, of mathematics?

It could make a significant difference if
a person followed their philosophical
commitment quite rigorously. For
instance, a mathematician who is philosophically committed to postmodernism
might say that mathematics doesn’t really
make sense since contradictions are at the
basis of all of life. For him it’s just a game
of numbers. 2 + 2 could just as easily
equal 5 as 4. The strange thing, however, is
that when postmodernists go to the bank
they all decide that mathematics really
means 2 + 2 = 4 because when someone
is calculating how much they owe on their
mortgage and
they get it
wrong, the postThe fact of
modernists get
very upset. The
mathematical
simple fact is
truth in turn
that they cannot
cries out for the
really live with
fact that sometheir philosophthing called
ical
position.
“universal
The reality is
truth” exists.
that there is
such a thing as
mathematical
truth which in
turn cries out for the fact that something
called “universal truth” exists.
So how does a person’s philosophical
commitment affect his teaching of mathematics? I believe that if you are doing
mathematics you’re affirming that truth
exists. If the world is ultimately meaningless, how do we explain the logic and
order that is inherent in mathematics?
The truth that we find in mathematics
points beyond itself to One who says, “I
am the way, the truth and the life. I am the
true God and the Creator of all things”.

How does the notion of worldview
help to explain why so many people
today are resistant to the claims of the
Christian faith?
I think we have to realise that
Christians are not the only ones who are
“people of faith”. In one sense everyone is
a person of faith. Everyone assumes certain things about reality that we just can’t
prove in a scientific sense. An atheist is
ultimately a believer; he believes that there
is no God. If you ask an atheist “Does
God exist?”, he’ll say “No.” If you follow
that up by asking him to prove it scientifically or empirically, he can’t. For an atheist to be able to prove that God did not
exist he would have to have an unlimited
knowledge of the universe. After all, if he
only knew, say, 10 per cent of what could
be known about the universe, how could

he be sure that evidence for the existence
of God was not to be found in the other
ninety per cent? Since atheists do not have
an infinite knowledge of the universe,
they are simply unable to “prove” that
God does not exist.
What I am trying to get at here is that
the reason why people are having difficulty talking to their neighbours is that
they are looking at the world with a different faith structure. They say there is no
God, or if He does exist, He’s only matter. Others say that if God exists He is
spirit but it doesn’t really matter whether
he is the Christian God or whether he is
one of the spirits of Native Americans –
it’s all the same spirit. There is no notion
that there is a true God and a false god. So
we need to ask, “What do you mean when
you talk about God? And what do you
mean when you talk about spirit?”
Let me put it like this: everyone who
is born into the world comes with a
worldview that denies Christianity. A
Christian worldview only becomes a
possibility when we are born again by the
Holy Spirit. In our fallen condition we
believe that we are basically good and
that we should live for ourselves as the
ultimate value. We also think that we are
the measure of all truth. But the
Christian faith says, “No, you cannot live
for yourself as the ultimate source of
truth or value; no, you are not basically
good; and no, you can’t determine your
religion on your own. You need a word
from God.”
The apostle Paul explains why people
do not have a Christian worldview. He
says “the natural man cannot understand
the things of the Spirit of God for they are
foolishness to him. They’re discerned by
the Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:14, 15). Christians
sometimes forget that when they talk to
others about their faith, it’s a little like a
seeing person talking to a blind person.
We may talk about the colours red, yellow,
green and blue, but the blind person can’t
see them. We have to realise that Christian
faith allows us to see things unseen. This
explains why people today are speaking
right past each other.

Do you think it’s futile for Christian
educators to prepare young people
for a career in the wider world if they
don’t give them worldview training?
I think a good parallel would be like
sending a child out into the world without
teaching him arithmetic. How long would
he last? He’d be a victim of every con-man
and fraudster; he couldn’t survive in a job.
He’d be overwhelmed. But we know bet-
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ter than that. We say that if a child is going
to survive in the civilised world he has to
be able to add and subtract, multiply and
divide. Arithmetic is a basic life skill. In
the same way, developing the essentials of
a worldview is essential to a strong
Christian life. Young people need to
understand why they believe what they do
about God, spiritual reality, right and
wrong and how we can be sure about the
things we know. If a child doesn’t understand those basic worldview issues then he
will find it hard to live effectively in the
world.
So what are the basic ideas that every
child needs to know as he grows up and
tries to make his way in the world? I think
there are six basic concepts that he must
understand if he is to have a well-formed
worldview. First, he must believe that God
exists and that He is the ultimate reality.
Second, he must affirm that God is the
creator and is separate from the creation.
You don’t find God here in the creation;
He is above it. Third, he must know that
God has revealed Himself to His creation.
God has actually sought us out and
revealed Himself to us. Fourth, he must
be convinced that this world is fallen and
corrupted by sin. This world is a damaged
world and every human being is suffering
from alienation from God and the rest of
creation, including his family and neighbours. Fifth, every child must know about
redemption – that God has come to save
us from our sin and that our relationships
can’t be restored until the gospel comes
and changes our hearts. We must have a
Redeemer. And finally, hope. Christians
believe that when all is said and done there
is something beyond death. There is both
a judgment and the prospect of eternal
life.
Every child who leaves the Christian
family must be able to think in those categories. Further, he should realise how
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every other worldview has something to
say about each of those basic ideas. For
example, communism is atheistic. It doesn’t believe in God or revelation. Yet it tries
to maintain the idea of hope; there’s a
utopia. It tries to give us heaven on earth
without the means to get there. On the
other hand, modern liberalism believes
there is a God, but it denies that God has
revealed Himself and it says you have to
choose the way to get to heaven. Every
child encounters these ideas at some point
– which is why Christians need to train
their children in a
biblical worldview so they can
What makes see how other
modern worldviews are
thought so interacting with
inadecorrosive is them
quately. And I
that it plays think that opens
into man’s up opportunities
fallen nature to share our faith
so very as well.

powerfully.

Do you think
that’s a reason
why there is a
high casualty rate when many
Christian children pursue higher
education and, to their parents’ surprise, suddenly turn around and deny
the faith?
Yes, I think one of the things we need
to do as we prepare our kids to go off to
study at any university – whether it’s a
Christian one or not – is to realise that
human nature is going to begin with a
certain tendency toward autonomy. A lot
of so-called knowledge in higher education has no reference to God. You could
walk into many university lecture-rooms
and God is utterly irrelevant to the professor in charge. He is steeped in
Enlightenment and post-Enlightenment
thought that basically says, “you don’t
need God; just start with yourself and
then try to make sense of the world without Him”.
And so what happens when a child
leaves a Christian family? The first thing
he encounters is a reference to the world
that says God is utterly useless. Tragically,
even many Christian university professors
are practical atheists. They’ve developed
their own special sphere of knowledge
from a secular perspective. They do, of
course, reserve a place for God in chapel
but they never ask the crucial questions,
“If there is a God, what does that mean
for my discipline? If men are fallen, what
does that mean for my ability to under-
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stand the truth?”
I think one of the most important
things we need to teach our children
about is the “noetic effects of sin”, that is,
the way that sin has impacted upon the
human mind. The secular university says
the mind is neutral and is free to gain any
knowledge that it desires. However,
Christians know that the mind is not neutral; it is disordered by sin. Just as a thief
cannot find a policeman because he
doesn’t want to, so an atheist cannot find
God because he has a worldview that says
“I don’t want to find God; I’ve already
ruled him out right from the beginning.”
We need to realise that whether we are in
Christian school or a secular one, sin is
impacting on our minds and it affects
how we think.

What about the impact of common
grace? Is it possible for nonChristians to be better at some professions than Christians?
I think Calvin has some interesting
observations on that subject in his
Institutes. He says that the Holy Spirit
sometimes grants truth and insights to
non-Christians that enable them to excel
in their callings. So if a non-Christian
medical scientist discovers the cure for a
disease, we praise God for that. God is a
good God; He sends his rain upon the
just and the unjust. The harvest comes to
the believing farmer and the unbelieving
farmer alike. Sometimes God gives special insights to non-Christians. For
instance, He gave to Cain and his sons
the capacity to care for animals, create
music and to discover the fundamentals
of metallurgy even though they were
covenant breakers who had turned their
backs upon God.

What is it about modern thought
that’s so intellectually corrosive for
young believers that haven’t been
taught to develop a particular worldview?
I think that what makes modern
thought so corrosive is that it plays into
man’s fallen nature so very powerfully. It
says, “You are the measure of all things.
You are pursuing knowledge for yourself.”
Coupled with this post-Enlightenment
view of autonomy is the popular selfesteem teaching that teaches radical individualism. So we are living in a post-modern world that says there are no values and
that we can satisfy all our appetites
because they are all good. The bottom
line, I think, is that our fallenness plays to
our self interest and hedonism which say,

“You’re God; you create your universe”.
The only way to stand against this powerful intellectual tide is to have a Christian
worldview and an awareness of the need
of God’s grace.

Martin Marty, the church historian,
has said that religion serves a twofold purpose. First, it points the way
to salvation and second, it allows us
to develop a mental outlook. Do you
think Marty is correct when he says
that evangelicals are good at pointing
the way to salvation but weak in
terms of constructing an engaging
worldview?
I think it’s certainly true that
Christians have emphasised the eternal
destiny of man. That is certainly appropriate in terms of Jesus’ claims to give us
eternal life. Further, since Christians are
rightly concerned about eternity in view
of our fallen world, it’s been easy for
Christians to disengage from many activities within the world. “After all”, we reason, “why polish the brass on the
Titanic? It’s a waste of time. If this world
is lost and going to hell, then the most
important thing we can do is to get the
life boat of the Gospel out to them.”
Now there’s certainly an element of
truth in that line of thought. We are
commanded to “love your neighbour as
you love yourself ”.
However, we mustn’t forget that the
first great commandment says that we are
to “love the Lord your God with all your
heart and soul and mind and strength”.
And so, we need to remind believers that
God is not simply asking us to save our
neighbour by explaining the gospel to
him. We also love God by serving him
with our minds. That means that we think
His thoughts. What has God thought
about? Everything that’s created – every
human being, the colours of the rainbow,
the molecules that form the substance of
matter, mathematical theory – those are
God’s thoughts.
Our problem as evangelicals is that we
have so emphasised the second great commandment with its evangelistic implication that we must reach the lost, that
we’ve lost sight of the first great commandment with its worldview implications. We need to fulfil the great commission as well as the cultural mandate.

What do you mean by cultural mandate?
Well, the great commission is 50 per
cent of our task. But when you look carefully at the great commission in Matthew

28:19, 20 it says that we are to go into the
world and make disciples of people. In
other words, we are to be educators. Jesus
doesn’t say, “Win souls!” He says, “Teach
them all that I have commanded.” This
means that we will win souls when we
teach them all that Christ commanded.
Of course, this will include teaching about
eternal life, the cross and the resurrection.
But Christ says, “Teach them all that I
have commanded you.”
What has Christ commanded us? He
has taught us to live by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God, which
means that we’ve got to go back and
teach the whole of the Old Testament.
That’s the great commission. So the great
commission drives us back to creation
where God said, “Be fruitful and multiply

For a
Christian
all of life is
theology.
Everywhere we
turn we see
something that
points us to
God.
and rule over the earth and subdue all
these things”. This is what we call the cultural mandate. Here God teaches us that
we are God’s image-bearers, co-rulers
with God in His creation. One of the
tasks that God has entrusted us to do is
to discover and name things, particularly
the animals. So, in a real sense, we are fulfilling the great commission when we fill
and subdue the earth in obedience to
God. When Adam went out and named
the animals he was engaging in some biological taxonomy. Again, as he tried to
exercise control over plants and trees, he
involved himself in some botany and horticulture. This was part of Adam’s task.
We are called by God to research the
world, harness its energies and create
civilisations in ways that please God and
benefit our neighbours.

Are you saying that as preliminary to
bringing everything under control
for God, we are to acquire knowledge
and be involved in scientific enterprise?
That’s exactly right. There are several
reasons why Christians need to be interested in the pursuit of knowledge. First of
all, everything reflects the Creator. It’s all

His. So when I study the creation. I’m
learning something about God. For a
Christian all of life is theology.
Everywhere we turn we see something
that points us to God. Second, because
God commands us in the cultural mandate to subdue everything for His glory
and for the service of our neighbour, that
implies that we have to gain knowledge as
a preliminary to carrying out the task.
Finally, I think I should point out that
God places a premium on genuine knowledge. This is clear from the ninth
Commandment. You shall not bear false
witness.
That means that I am supposed to be a
person who is committed to true knowledge. If I am involved in research I’m supposed to tell the truth about it. If I’m
going to conduct a scientific investigation, I need to say this is what I find when
I do my empirical investigation. Truth is
absolutely essential at this point. There is
nothing more dangerous than false
knowledge. For example, about fifty
years ago Dr Alfred Kinsey conducted
some sensational research into the sexual
behaviour of Americans. However, he
skewed his findings by adopting some
biased research techniques. His conclusions, which were knowingly false, corrupted the sexual values of the next generation. That is nothing short of sheer
wickedness.
Truth and science go together. Science
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involves knowing things; it’s telling the
truth about everything that God has created. When I teach the Ten
Commandments, I often make the point
that the ninth commandment compels us
to speak the truth. Incidentally, that’s not
just a rule for the courtroom; it’s also the
basis for the university.
Unfortunately, while modern universities are fairly rigorous in discovering true
knowledge, they are not so discriminating
about where they discover wisdom.
Wisdom and knowledge must go
together. Some of the most knowledgeable men have been the most foolish men
of history. Some of the wisest men have
had the least amount of knowledge.
Christianity requires both wisdom and
knowledge because it’s in Christ that we
find the fullness of both (Col. 2:3).
Christianity is the main cultural force
behind higher learning. Without
Christianity, education, learning and literature would never have developed in the
ways that they have.

Many Christians today have a privatised faith. All they are concerned
about is their own spiritual experience and they don’t see any need to
challenge the prevailing ideas of the
world. Do you have any comments
about that?
Yes, it’s a cop-out. A Christian cannot
say, “On Sunday I’m a Christian, but for
the rest of the week I’ll think and live like
the rest of the world.” You can’t have a
foot in both camps. I have already mentioned that the first great commandment
requires us to love God with all our hearts
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as well as with all our minds. So while it’s
good to want a deeper experience of God,
we must also be committed to seeking out
the truth about God and the world.
Sadly, we often see people in the political arena saying, “Well, of course I would
never have an abortion, but I can’t impose
my values on the world.” Or “Of course,
I teach my own children creation, but if
you’re going to be a scientist you have to
believe in evolution because you
There are have to believe it
to be accepted in
basically two the
scientific
religions: c o m m u n i t y. ”
Christianity Many Christians
and everything never make a serielse. And lib- ous attempt to
eralism is one look at these difworldof the species ferent
views and ask,
of “everything
“What does the
else”. Bible require?
What does good
science require?
Is there unity between the two?”
I believe that ultimately the book of
general revelation (the creation) and the
book of special revelation (Scripture) will
never contradict each other because they
come from the same divine source.
Christians are called to take all of life and
bring it under the lordship of Christ, creating a universalistic worldview which
recognises Christ’s sovereignty over all
existence.

Numbers of Presbyterian seminaries
and universities have gone off the
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rails theologically over the last century or so. Why has this happened?
It’s hard to give a specific answer to
that question because it presupposes that
I have a detailed knowledge of all these
institutions. However, a few general comments might be helpful. The first comment I would offer is that if you were to
ask the founding father of Westminster
Seminary, Dr J. Gresham Machen, he
would tell you that those institutions
chose a different religion other than
Christianity. Machen was quite adamant
that theological liberalism was not true
Christianity. He said that liberalism is a
counterfeit biblical Christianity.
Now at some point every one of those
colleges that have abandoned their confessional heritage began to drink out of
the well of the Enlightenment. They
turned away from the authority and sufficiency of the Bible and substituted human
autonomy as their starting-point. Of
course, they may still claim to be religious
but if they do so they are suffering from a
schizophrenia of sorts. They are saying,
“In church, we worship; in the academy,
we start with ourselves and think.” Of
course, this particular line of thinking
goes right back to that ancient story
where the serpent says to Eve, “If you eat
of this fruit you’ll be wise in your own
eyes. God is keeping good things from
you. You can interpret all of reality on
your own.” There, right back in the beginning, Satan put before mankind the great
epistemological challenge of all time: Can
you trust God? Is His word true?
Now every generation and every
Christian institution is faced by this
same challenge: “Has God said?” Of
course, the Bible makes it clear that
doubt in God’s word is at the core of all
abandonment of faith. That’s why every
Christian educational institution has to
make this basic theological choice: Do
we believe God’s word, or do we reject it
and start with ourselves in the belief that
we can determine ultimate truth on our
own?
And at that point, Dr Machen made
the valid point that there are basically two
religions in the world: there’s Christianity
and everything else. And liberalism is one
of the species of “everything else” apart
from Christianity. Liberals within the
church chose human knowledge over the
knowledge of God. However, biblical
Christianity says that God’s truth will
always be consistent with “true” truth
about the world because all truth is God’s
truth.
Peter Hastie is issues editor of AP.
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The Christian classroom
In the beginning is, still, the word.

L

anguage is central to living and
learning. Without it, we can’t
express meaning, or communicate
meaning to others. The English
classroom is a little laboratory where students can experiment with, analyse, speculate on, use their imaginations and powers of creativity with language, and appreciate how people through the ages have
used it and how it has changed the world.
The English classroom that is based on
a Christian worldview is a place that
should help students to learn all those
skills and to use effectively all those
thought processes – and more.
The school is not the only agency of
Christian nurture (it comes third after
family and church), but it is an important
influence. The Christian classroom
should be an integral part of an educational environment that leads and guides
students to be responsible disciples of
Jesus Christ.
It should promote a Christian framework for life and foster a Christian view
of life and reality based on the word of
God. Like any good classroom anywhere,
it should seek to develop students’ abilities in forming concepts and ideas, and
develop skills that match the subject they
are studying. It should, as well, encourage
creativity – one of those characteristics
that God has given only to mankind.
The subject English is all about the
study of language – how it works in the
culture and how it works in particular
texts. The English classroom is, if you
like, a place where students learn to talk
about the use of language in both speech
and writing, and about its use in texts such
as novels, newspapers, poems, plays, TV
soapies, magazine articles, films, letters –
the list goes on. They also learn to write
about them.

I

n its development as an academic discipline in schools in Australia, English
has adopted different points of focus over
the years. It has moved from an historical,
cultural approach, where writers were put
into historical and/or literary eras, to a
concentration on skills such as the learning of spelling, grammatical rules, and
“good” vocabulary; to an emphasis on
expression of personal attitudes and

Sandra
Percy
beliefs within the culture; and finally, to
what is now termed “critical literacy” – an
understanding of texts as “constructs”,
made by an author, and to which readers
will respond.
Today, younger students, as they learn
to read and write, are learning how to
make meaning from what others write
and say (that is,
mastering
the
If our
skills of reading
Christian
and listening).
children are to
They learn to
be educated
make meaning
members of
from the texts
they make themsociety, they
selves (the skills
must go
of writing and
beyond the
speaking).
borders of
Upper primary
Christian
and lower secliterature.
ondary school
students develop
these skills further, together with more
complex skills such as formulating ideas,
reflecting on others’ ideas, and analysing
the ideas in texts. Upper secondary
school students further hone these skills
and develop techniques for critically
appreciating written, audio, visual, and
audio-visual texts.
At every stage, students are encouraged to gain pleasure from texts, and in
the final stages of their formal English
education, to develop an understanding of
the power of texts to influence readers
(listeners, viewers) and to tell the stories
of a culture.
Older students in an English classroom
imbued with a Christian worldview can
explore a Christian vision of life and reality. They can gain pleasure from texts and
appreciate their aesthetic qualities, while,
at the same time, they can learn to critically reflect on the values that different
texts promote, and compare and contrast
them with the teachings of the word of
God.

Literature is concerned with mankind
in his life’s journey as an individual, as a
member of small groups and families, and
of the society in which he lives. And here
lies the problem. What literature should
Christian students explore? Should it be
only Christian, or should it promote, at
least, sound values? Can it be secular?
Surely, if our children are to live in this
culture, shouldn’t they at least read some
of the texts in the accepted canon of literature of the Western World?
I believe that if our Christian children
are to be educated members of Australian
society, they must go beyond the borders
of Christian literature. If they have been
educated to think critically and reflectively, if they have been grounded in the
word of God, and if they have the present
guidance of family, church, and (hopefully) teachers, they should (not necessarily will) achieve what the secular designers
of English courses aim for as well – “personal, cognitive, and social growth”.
In the secular educational sphere, the
concept of personal growth is outlined in
syllabus statements in the Rationales (the
statements of the reasons for the existence of a subject). The Queensland
Senior Syllabus in English states that studies in senior English develop students’
knowledge of how language works both
in particular texts and in our Australian
culture.

T

he aim of such studies is that students
gain pleasure from texts and appreciate their aesthetic qualities, while, at the
same time, they form and reform their
own personal identities. It is made clear
that the most important aim is that they
become productive members of the
Australian culture and of the global community, rather than mere consumers of
textual messages – that is, people who just
take from texts what they want or need,
and do nothing with what they might
have learned.
A Christian worldview translated into
an English syllabus statement should also
emphasise the centrality of language. But
it should go further.
Harro van Brummelin (Walking with
God in the Classroom) underlines his basic
theme that both teachers and students are
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made in the image of God, and are therefore “religious, holistic beings”. Learning,
he writes, “must lead to exercising responsive obedience to Christ”. Christian students must learn to think critically and
reflectively as they read and write texts;
but they must do so realising that they are
also spiritual beings made in the image of
God, with God-given moral consciences.
The secular Senior English curriculum
acknowledges three cognitive (mental,
thinking, rational) objectives of any
course in English (and this does apply to
younger students as well). Students
should first be able to show they know
how different texts are structured, and in
what situations they can be used appropriately. That is, they should be able to
write and speak correctly, using a structure (such as an analytical essay, or a narrative, or a report, etc.) intended for a particular audience. They should then be
able to critically examine plots, themes,
and characters in literature, and concepts
and ideas, and styles of writing for different texts.
For example, a Year 12 class may have
been given the task of writing an interior
monologue to be performed by a character other than Hamlet in the play Hamlet.
This character is to give his/her reaction
to the downfall of Hamlet as a prince and
as a man to the people of Denmark at the
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time. In order to do this, the student
must know the play and the character, and
must understand the context in which the
play was written.
How could a Christian English teacher
help his/her students to approach such a
question? In exactly the same way as the
secular teacher! Students in a Christian
classroom must still have knowledge of
the play and of the settings, themes, and
characters in it.
They must also
Please, if be able to recogyou are a nise correct genre
Christian and structure.
However, in
teacher, don’t
their
interpretatry to force (or
tion of the play –
foist) the
in the use of cogChristian mes- nitive processes
sage on every such as conceptusingle text the alising, analysing,
students study. hypothesising,
imagining, decision-making, and
evaluating – they should be encouraged to
go beyond the cognitive processes
involved in criticism of a text to critical
reflection on what God’s word says about
man’s predicament. Don’t get me wrong!
They should not preach! An English
essay is not a sermon – unless it has been
specifically designated as such. However,
they can make the dimension of a
Christian evaluation of the character in
the light of God’s word an integral part of
their literary criticism.
Text studies in English should also,
according to the syllabus documents, promote a growing awareness in students of
the nature of the language as they use it in
the classroom and in out-of-school situations – that is, an awareness of the social
use of language.
They are encouraged to see language as
the means by which they can communicate ideas, feelings, and values, and the
means by which they can interact socially.
They therefore explore the purposes, the
forms, and the variations in style and presentation according to the type of audience and the type of setting in which the
text is presented. Such texts may be letters, eulogies, feature articles, public
speeches, biographies, and news items.
A Year 9 class may be asked to write a
formal letter in response to a real-life
news event or social issue. A Year 10 class
may be asked to give an interview (in
pairs) between a journalist and a character
in a ballad on an experience that the character has had. A Year 11 class may be
asked to deliver a eulogy on the death of a
character in a novel.
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Students in a Christian setting may be
asked to do exactly the same. The fictional setting may not be Christian, there
may be no Christian message – as such –
in the text at all; but a social awareness of
a social situation from a Christian worldview can be encouraged in the Christian
classroom.
For example, the teacher of the Year 9
class might present them with a news item
which has a moral and religious agenda,
such as a terrorist attack. He/she could
then discuss, from a Christian perspective, terrorist attacks in the modern world
– the reasons for them, the effects of
them, and possible solutions to them.
The teacher of the Year 10 class might
begin with a discussion of the experience
that the character in the ballad has had and
the reactions a Christian might have to it.
The teacher of the Year 11 class might
show them copies of a couple of eulogies
and discuss the attitude of the world and
that of Christians to death.
There are many things I love about the
English classroom – its engagement with
language and with literature, its content,
the facility it offers students to exercise
critical, reflective, imaginative, and creative methods of thinking, and the possibility of their transposing that thinking
into concrete texts of all kinds – producing their own creations.

T

he English classroom is a place where
the word, one of the basic elements of
language, is used for communication and
for aesthetic creations. The Christian
English classroom is where the Word, the
“Logos” in Greek, the name by which
Jesus Christ is known and understood
(John 1:1-18), is an ever-present influence
as students speak and write with the
words of the language.
I shouldn’t end with a word of warning. It’s against all the rules of writing.
But I will, because it is the essence of what
I want to say. Please, if you are a Christian
teacher, don’t try to force (or foist) the
Christian message on every single text the
students study. As I have said, if the classroom is imbued with the Christian worldview, the students will soon get to know
it, because it will permeate all that is
planned for, taught, and learned. It will
reflect the aim of Christian education –
the hearing and the doing of the word of
God.
Sandra Percy has taught in state, church and
other Christian schools for more than 30
years, and now lectures in English and education at Christian Heritage College,
ap
Brisbane.
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The front line
The teacher’s top task is to instil a Christian worldview.

I

write this as a practising teacher and
educational leader, without the benefit of theological training. I am the
recently appointed Head of School at
Presbyterian Ladies College, Armidale, in
the rural Northern tablelands New
England region of New South Wales. I
teach a Year 8 class in English. I work with
a small and dedicated staff. Our school has
students from pre-school to Year 12.
This year, as a staff team, we examined
what our deepest beliefs are and what a
Christian educational environment means
to us in practice. Some of the views in this
article come from that examination, some
from my own Christian story.
For three years I taught in an educational environment which was devoid of a
Christian worldview. It was in an independent school run by an entrepreneur. This
was not a house founded on a rock. If
humans don’t consciously subscribe to a
worldview such as a set of Christian
beliefs and ethics then they will subscribe
to something else. This can be the worldview of moral relativism, the boundaries
of which are ego and self-interest. I found
working in that purely entrepreneurial
context devoid of Christian worldview to
be a disturbing and empty experience. In
too many instances it led to neglect, cruelty and decisions made not for the good
of the students but for commercial gain
and the sake of appearances.
James Sire in his book The Universe
Next Door, defines worldview as “a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the
heart, that can be expressed as a story or in
a set of presuppositions which we hold
about the basic constitution of reality, and
that provides the foundation on which we
live and move and have our being”. He
says a worldview is a spiritual commitment, not just a commitment of the mind.

T

he Christian worldview has at its
heart a number of premises. Some
essentials include the fallen nature of
humanity, the goodness of God, the
morality of the Christian life, the possibility of redemption through Christ and the
meaningfulness of life. What is my essential purpose as an educator? To bring students to a proper understanding of God
and His purposes in the creation and their

Debra
Kelliher
Christian role in it; to put the world in its
proper place; and to give them the skills to
co-operate with God in building His
Kingdom here on earth.
Four areas where we at PLC Armidale
are consciously trying to implement a
Christian worldview are the areas of the
environment, the curriculum, relationships, and spiritual practices of
Literacy is a
the school.
basic human
At
PLC
right and
Armidale
our
takes on an
school is set on 17
hectares of very
extra imporbeautiful landtance for the
scape. This year,
Christian as
one of our staff
God’s will is
wrote an environrevealed
ment managethrough His
ment plan which
word.
considers how we
can manage the
various areas of the school – native grasses
and fauna, European landscaping and
sports fields – in a responsible way. I see
this as an aspect of Christian worldview. If
we are stewards of God’s creation we
must manage it responsibly and respectfully for future generations. The World
Council of Churches in 1996 produced a
series of conclusions on the issues of justice, peace and the integrity of creation,
concluding: “We will resist the claim that
anything in creation is merely a resource
for human exploitation... we commit ourselves to be members both of the living
community of creation in which we are
but one species, and of the covenant community of Christ”.
In one area of our school there are
native grasses which take a long time to
seed and regenerate after mowing. We
have decided that in future we will leave
this area unmown as part of a plan of conservation. Every spring it is also a home to
koalas that move through the school feeding on snow gum leaves. We will irrigate

the soil on the sports oval using soil sensors so that just sufficient water is used.
There is an aesthetic element to our landscape also – we are planning a new formal
garden where the natural beauty of the
creation will be enhanced by art. It is
important that we surround ourselves as
much as possible with what is beautiful,
good and true to reveal on earth the reflection of God’s beauty. Given that creation
came into being by the will and love of the
Triune God, it possesses an inner cohesion
and goodness which we desire to see.
In our treatment of the curriculum
how do we manifest our worldview?
Literacy is a basic human right and takes
on an extra importance for the Christian
as God’s will is revealed through His
word. At PLC Armidale we make every
effort to ensure each girl has a very high
standard of literacy. Interestingly, it was
the great forefathers of the Protestant
church who pioneered literacy for all,
believing it essential for people to read
God’s word.
In many areas of curriculum Christian
worldview can inform the content. In the
study of economics and business studies,
for example, it is straightforward to use
examples of economic global disparity
which show the importance of social justice and our mission to the poor and disadvantaged. A comparison of income levels between a developed country and
undeveloped will achieve this.

A

study of media in English can lead students to explore the values and meaning of commercial television. Recently, as
an assessment in Year 8 English, we viewed
a video revealing how large companies in
the United States sponsor research into
the buying habits of young children in
schools – the “pester power” factor which
determines so much advertising. Students
critically analysed the video. Development
of the higher order thinking skills of application, synthesis and analysis leads students to be questioning and discriminating. Certainly the Protestant Christian
church has placed a high value on the faculty of reason. If students’ capacity to
think logically and analytically is not
developed and encouraged, then they are
more likely to be prey to superstition, bias
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and prejudice. They are also more likely to
be exploited by the compelling images and
shallow messages of the media. The texts
we use for study need to be challenging
and also dignified and hopeful. As we are
made in God’s image we should respect
that image.
Across all curriculum areas I want there
to be frankness about how we approach
curriculum and share knowledge with each
other. Why? Because it is not ours to keep
– knowledge concerning God’s creation is
for all people to enjoy. At PLC Armidale
we have established a curriculum ideas
group which is open to all staff and is nonhierarchal. We are exploring a number of
aspects of curriculum – for example, the
use of our external exam and test data to
inform programming. We have to look
hard at data, question assumptions and
compare ourselves with other like schools.
Why? A basic honesty and adherence to
the truth is what “will set you free”. While
Christ is speaking here about the spiritual
truth of His teaching, if we have integrity
the truth extends to being truthful about
earthly matters also.

T

his “telling the truth” extends to how
we handle relationships in the school
also. A small project team is working on
an induction process for new staff and
staff who are returning to the school after
extended leave. In this process we are
making explicit our Christian worldview
in how we treat each other and the students. For example, we do not raise our
voice to students or humiliate them in any
way – the girls are to be treated respectfully. Paul advises us to “clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other
and forgive whatever grievances you may
have against one another… as the Lord
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forgave you” (Col. 3:12). So one principle
we act from is that of forgiveness.
This was tellingly brought home when a
student was apprehended by the police for
shoplifting. She was brought in to my
office accompanied by an interpreter. He
told her off sternly and asked what I
wanted to do. I had a moment’s panic –
what about our
reputation? Send
I conducted her home? I told
mediation her that in keeprecently ing with the
between two school’s Christian
students who ethos she would
had published be forgiven but
malicious must not do the
same thing again.
comments on
She had to make
the web about amends and write
each other. letters of apology.
It was simple. For
her, it was a revelation. The interpreter
explained that in her country such a crime
is very rare and also would be treated very
harshly. She would have been expelled.
Again in Colossians we are given the
advice: “let your conversation be always
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how to answer everyone” (Col.
4:6). This suggests that the habit of courtesy in conversation, sprinkled with the salt
of practical common sense leads to knowledge. So, the hard conversations, the challenging conversations are encouraged
rather than repressed.
The Christian worldview means we
have a moral code to adhere to, one which
includes compassion and understanding.
In instances where once we would have
imposed a punishment, we are now using
mediation to resolve differences between
students. This is a slow process yet provides lasting results. As a trained media-

tor, I see interest-based mediation as a
way of practising conflict resolution
which aligns with a Christian worldview.
Rather than imposing a solution, the
mediator listens to discover the participants’ interests and facilitates dialogue
between the two people in conflict. It can
seem slow and takes patience.
Conflicts between students can be
intense – for example, I conducted mediation recently between two students who
had published malicious comments on the
web about each other. One had felt
rejected by the other who had shifted her
friendship to someone new. As each told
her story it became apparent that the
deeper issues were ones of loyalty, allegiances and trust. There was a hurt
between them at these betrayals. Just listening to each other’s story gave each girl
understanding and an appreciation of the
care which was really there for each other.
It ended in some tears, forgiveness and
reconciliation.

I

t is important to introduce and establish Christian practices for students.
These include regular church attendance,
prayer and reading of the Scriptures. As
“the mind is captured by Christ first; we
make every thought captive to Christ” (2
Cor. 5:10). This is only possible if students hear the word of Christ regularly.
One aspect of Christian worldview is
the acknowledgment that each of us is
born in sin. Many adolescents wrestle
with “darkness”, such as the debilitating
mental illness of anorexia, the pull of
empty commercialism, the exploitative
sexualisation of young women in contemporary society. As Christians we can
acknowledge this darkness as sin and yet
not be frightened of it. We must enhance
the light, not fight the darkness and
always offer hope.
Teaching students spiritual practices
can help put the world into proper perspective for them, as can involvement in
social service initiatives. For our students
to be involved in projects which bring
hope to the poor and marginalised and
treat them with dignity and respect is a
sacrifice to a greater freedom. Often these
projects involve hands-on work.
Our education environment at PLC
Armidale offers challenges every day
where one can demonstrate a Christian
worldview. For me, this worldview provides a sure, solid and practical foundation
for decisions, attitudes and action in education.
Debra Kelliher is Head of School at PLC,
ap
Armidale.
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Window
on reality
20 daily Bible studies
in Psalms 1-19
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he first 19 psalms challenge us with two
different ways of looking at the world:
through the eyes of Man (which today
takes for granted all the claims of modern
science); or with eyes that read the written word of
God to inform a heart that submits to its absolute
truth and authority, regardless of what Man might
wish to think (cf Romans 3:3-4). The first way of
looking at the world we call “humanism”; the
second we call “Christianity”. The psalmist calls
them “wickedness” and “righteousness”.
Our world has always been full of contradictions,
and this is certainly no less true today. If there
really is a “God” who is all-powerful, all-loving,
all-just, then how come there is not only so much
evil in the world, it is even on the ascendancy?
Given the situation, a worldview that has Man as
its starting point and denies, or at best ignores
God, gives us no hope for the future. Its logical
conclusion is for every man to look out only for
himself so that society becomes a “dog eat dog”
existence. Perhaps this is where we are actually
already heading.
But a worldview that acknowledges the reality of
the God of the Bible, the Father of the Lord Jesus
Christ, gives us a framework in which to understand the present reality – more than that, to see
within it a hope and a future.
May the study of these psalms help us to see that
this is not just head-in-the-sand wishful thinking,
but a practical, workable way of life, simply
because it is true!
Bruce Christian
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Two ways to live.

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 1:1-6

THE POINT Psalm 1 sets the framework for understanding

God’s revelation of Himself to man in Scripture. There are
only two ways to live: either with God on the throne of our
hearts so that His word is our authoritative guide for all of life;
or with Self as the master of our destiny. The Bible admits no
middle course: we are either still in our natural-born condition
in rebellion against God’s rightful rule, or we’ve turned in faith
to Christ as our Saviour and have brought everything under
His Lordship; it sees us as either a “natural” man or a “spiritual” man (cf 1 Corinthians 2:12-16).
THE PARTICULARS

• Sin has a cunning way of getting us progressively “hooked”:

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What results from choosing/rejecting God’s way: now? –
later?

Jesus: Saviour and Judge.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

at first we only intend to “walk” with people who reject God
(ie find out what people are reading/watching so we can be
more effective in evangelism); next we find ourselves “standing
with” people who oppose His ways; and finally we “settle
down” with those whose lifestyles openly mock Him (1; cf
James 1:13-15).
• True blessing/happiness/joy can come only by making God’s
word our constant and closest companion; its wisdom protects
us from being led astray by human ideas and philosophies (12).

PSALM 2:1-12

THE POINT This is a “Messianic” Psalm (cf 45, 72, 110, etc)

because its main subject is God’s “Anointed One” (or
“Messiah” in its Hebrew form and “Christ” in its Greek form).
“Messiah” is the title given to God’s promised King to whom
every knee will eventually bow (cf Philippians 2:9-11). We
know Him as Jesus, the Son of David.
THE PARTICULARS

• The natural man, represented by the nations/kings, sees
God’s rightful rule in His world as restrictive and oppressive;
he is especially hostile to Jesus’ having the right to run his life
(1-3).
• God has every right to be angry with the natural man who

persistently rejects His legitimately installed King (4-12; cf eg
Jesus’ parables dealing with this point: Luke 19:14, 27; 20:1316; etc).
• The Father’s declarations concerning Jesus as His special Son
during His earthly ministry (cf Mark 1:11, 9:7 etc) both reflect
and fulfil the announcements made here in Psalm 2:7, 12.
• The gospel of Jesus not only invites all men to flee to Him as
a refuge for salvation, it warns of the severity of God’s wrath on
all who refuse to respond to it (10-12; cf John 3:36, Acts 17:31).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What side of God’s character and aspect of the gospel of
Christ is expressed in this psalm but is seldom heard preached
today?

Resting in God.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 3:1-8; 4:1-8

THE POINT God never promised to protect us from trouble,

but He does promise to protect us in trouble; this was David’s
confidence.
THE PARTICULARS

• David’s status as one blessed by God (as per Psalm 1) did not
quarantine him from constant suffering and trouble (3:1-2;
4:1).
• Nevertheless, he was confident of the Lord’s total protection
of his physical well-being and the honour of his name (3:3-4;
4:2-3).
• David’s unqualified trust in God enabled him to sleep
soundly each night, in spite of surrounding turmoil/danger
(3:5-6; 4:8).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you trust the Lord fully to protect your life and reputation? What strategy do you have if anxiety threatens your
sleep?

Lead me in your righteousness.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

• David’s sense of security in his God who is holy (4:3) freed
him to call down God’s just judgement on his ungodly foes
(3:7).
• A justified feeling of righteous indignation makes us susceptible to the sin of judgemental hypocrisy which Jesus warned
against in Matthew 7:1-5, and from which some silent heartsearching in bed at night might well save us (4:4; cf Ephesians
4:26-27).
• David could well have sung: “Trust and obey, for there’s no
other way to be happy in Jesus, than to trust and obey”! (4:5-7)

PSALM 5:1-12

THE POINT This psalm again expresses the practical out-

working, in the life of the spiritual man and the natural man, of
the principles laid down in Psalm 1; these two men are on
totally divergent paths.
THE PARTICULARS

• Regardless of the trials that might lie before him, Israel’s king
is able to begin the day by placing his full confidence in his
King; he can do this because He is the God he knows personally (1-3).
• It is part of God’s unchanging character that He is righteous
and holy; His consistent abhorrence of, and opposition to, the
wickedness of the natural man, can therefore be depended on
(4-6).
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• Because of God’s pure holiness, it can only be on the basis of
His great love/mercy, not our merits, that we can come into
His presence, be led in His ways, and be protected from our
foes (7-8).
• David’s description of the natural man in vs 9 is used by Paul
in Romans 3:13 as part of his lead-up to the conclusion in 3:23
that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” – and
therefore man’s only hope is in Christ’s saving work (9-10).
• There is great joy to be found in taking refuge in Christ (1112).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does this psalm help you to see the importance of staying
close to God daily so as not to be deceived by the lies of the
world?

B I B L E

S T U D Y

LORD, have mercy.

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 6:1-10

THE POINT It is good to remember that the author of this

psalm also wrote Psalm 23:6. There is no doubt about King
David’s confidence in the hope of eternal life beyond the grave,
on the basis of God’s mercy. But what he is concerned about
here is that the LORD will grant him more time and opportunity to proclaim His power and love this side of the grave,
especially to His enemies.
THE PARTICULARS

• Unlike many professing Christians today, David knew that
the sovereign LORD has every right to be angry with His people due to sin, and to discipline them accordingly. He also
knew that this pro-active discipline could take the form of

painful illness.
• David’s appeal for healing was on the basis of God’s covenant
mercy and love alone; he did not demand it as a right (2, 4, 9).
• The verb to “remember” in vs 5 is more concerned with a
public declaration of a sentiment to others, as, for example, in a
service of remembrance, than with simply personal mental recollection. Such an act of praise is only possible this side of the
grave.
• David’s prayer is a penitent petition; but it also expresses
boldly his confidence in God’s mercy and power to rescue him
(6-10).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you making the most of the years of God’s mercy to you?

The Just War.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 7:1-17

THE POINT Other psalms (eg 32, 51) indicate that David

does not claim to be without sin. But he stands firmly on the
justice of his cause when God’s enemies start accusing and
attacking him wrongly, so he knows he can depend on a righteous God to rescue him.
THE PARTICULARS

• David was under constant bitter attack from Saul’s supporters, especially the Benjamites (Saul’s tribe). An important lesson for us is that in these circumstances his chief defence was
prayer.
• David’s confidence in prayer was strengthened by a clear conscience before God concerning the justice of all his previous

dealings with those who were attacking him (3-5, cf 1 Peter 3:7).
• That God is consistently just is a great consolation to all
those who seek always to walk uprightly before Him (cf Psalm
1); if God were capricious in His sovereign dealings with men
there would be little point in striving to live a godly life (6-13).
• In the end, God can satisfy His justice simply by withholding
His restraint and letting the wicked man, man in his natural
state, destroy himself by his own actions (14-17, cf Rom. 1:24,
26, 28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Our society no longer accepts God’s distinction between
right and wrong. How does this affect our understanding of
Psalm 7?

But we see Jesus....

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 8:1-9

THE POINT This Psalm provides a good basis for Paul’s pow-

erful claim in Romans 1:20: our planet Earth is so tiny and
insignificant in the Universe, and Man is so tiny and insignificant even on it – and yet Man and his planet home are so different from, and superior to, anything else God has made (and we
know much more about the Universe now than David did!)
that it is totally inexcusable for anyone to fail to see the loving
hand of a sovereign God in it all.
THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD, the God of the Bible, has revealed Himself
plainly and unambiguously in His created Universe (1); we can
call Him “our Lord” because His name “LORD” (“I Am” in

Exodus 3:14-15) foreshadows Jesus (compare Isaiah 44:6 with
Revelation 1:17-18).
• Young hearts/minds, untainted by man-centred cleverness,
can more easily recognise God in His handiwork, and so silence
the arrogant enemies of truth who deny God (2) – especially in
His clearest revelation of Himself in Jesus (see Matthew 21:1416).
• Man, though small, is made in the image of God Himself,
and so intended to be over and above all the other created
things (3-9).
• Hebrews 2:6-9 applies this Psalm to Jesus who is the True Man.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does Psalm 8 confirm the Christian Gospel as unique?

Justice... and persecution?.

DAY 8

that they reflect the tensions with which God’s people always
struggle: God is sovereign, just and powerful, so His people
and their cause will always be vindicated; yet His providence in
our lives is so often hard to fathom and we can only cry out in
prayer for Him to act on our behalf. David struggles with
these two tensions here.

uphold His Church’s just cause against the attacks of His enemies (3-6).
• Despite all the indications to the contrary, in his current strife
David is able to affirm his confidence in the triumph of God’s
justice; therefore he can encourage others to do the same (7-12).
• Nevertheless, his confidence doesn’t lead to fatalism.
Somehow, consistently with this confidence, he sees the danger
he is in and cries out in desperation for mercy and deliverance
(13-19)!

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• We should always be unashamed to sing out God’s praise (12).
• There is ample evidence, both in Scripture and in the history
of the Church (and in our own experience?), that God can

• How do you reconcile belief in a sovereign and just God with
the suffering of Christians at the hand of brutal regimes today,
say, in north Africa? How does this Psalm help you pray for
them?

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 9:1-20

THE POINT One of the most helpful aspects of the psalms is
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Two opposite worldviews.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 10:1-18

THE POINT Psalms 9 and 10 form a unit, encouraging us to

keep on trusting in God and calling out to Him in prayer
regardless of circumstances; our perspective on events is quite
different from the world’s.
THE PARTICULARS

• In our fallen world we can’t ignore the fact that the opponents of God and His people often succeed in their evil ways.
From a humanistic worldview it seems that God is either
unwilling or unable to help (or, more likely, that He isn’t even
there!), and this leads to an attitude of arrogance, pride and
smug contempt (1-5).
• There is nothing more conducive to evil, God-defying behav-

iour and abuse of the vulnerable than getting away with it (611)!
• The psalmist has quite a different worldview: one derived,
not from Man’s observation of events, but from God’s revelation of Himself in Creation, in His word and in His mighty
Saving Acts – see Psalms 1, 2, 8, 18, 19, etc). The psalmist’s
worldview gives him confidence in God’s power to act on
behalf of His afflicted people and in response to their earnest
prayers (12-18).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• When a godly man was asked, “Do you believe in the power
of prayer?”, he answered, “No. I believe in the power of God,
and therefore I pray.” How does Psalm 10 support this answer?

The LORD is in His temple.

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 11:1-7

THE POINT Psalm 11 is a very timely word for the Church

today. Modernism, and its offspring post-modernism, seems
to have successfully robbed us of the very foundation on which
the Christian faith is built: God’s revelation of absolute, infallible truth in the Bible. And “when the foundations are being
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” There can no longer
be a basis for declaring that the Bible is God’s word, or that
Man is a condemned sinner and that Jesus is the only Saviour.
Modern man denies that such beliefs are even possible, let
alone defensible. But “there is nothing new under the sun” and
3 millennia ago David was facing the same problem. His
counsellors were suggesting that nothing could be done any

PSALM 12:1-8

THE POINT Psalm 12 accurately exposes the ills of our pre-

sent world. The power of deceptive words is not new, but we
certainly see it at work today. Our first parents were deceived
by Satan’s lies (cf Genesis 3:1-5, John 8:44), and so the whole
human race has been alienated from God; Absalom wooed
Israel’s hearts away from his father David by deceitful speech
(2 Samuel 15), thus nearly succeeding in taking the throne; etc.
Perhaps the most alarming concern for modern Man is that we
have been indoctrinated to believe there is no such thing as
absolute truth, and therefore there can’t be lies either, and our
minds are being manipulated to the extent that a Christian
worldview is thought untenable.

• How does Psalm 11 encourage us in evangelism/prayer
today?

THE PARTICULARS

• Post-modern man thinks he has silenced the “godly” and
“faithful”; when lies spawned by greed or false beliefs replace
truth as the generally accepted basis of society, only God can
save us (1-4).
• Those who suffer most from the use of lies in the marketplace are the weak and the needy, the ones God cares for most
of all (5).
• God’s word is pure, unadulterated, absolute, inerrant truth (6)!
• We can trust God to protect and build up His Church today
(7).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How earnestly/urgently are you praying for our lost society?

Eyes that see what’s real.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

When what is vile is honoured!.

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

more; and it would be easy for us to take their advice and give
up on the world. (I must admit to times when school
Scripture makes me feel like this!) Thankfully, David rejected
such folly. If “God” were merely a figment of man’s imagination his advisors could be right. But the LORD exists independently of Man – and He rules (4), judges (4-5), passes sentence (5), and punishes (6); far better then to run to Him for
refuge (1), to look to Him for justice (7), to walk in His ways
(7), and to trust in Him alone for our salvation – the hope of
one day seeing His face (7).

PSALM 13:1-6

THE POINT Perhaps the greatest single blessing that comes

from being secure in a worldview that God is real and knowable, and that He has revealed Himself in Creation, the Bible,
and Jesus, is that when everything in our time-space world
starts to fall apart around us, we can stand firm – as Paul says in
2 Corinthians 4:16-18.
THE PARTICULARS

• Even King David knew what it was like to feel forsaken by
his God (cf 22:1), as if the One he depended on had slighted
him (1).
• The source of his God-forsaken feeling was both internal
(what he thought and how he felt), and external (the pressure
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of adverse circumstances that always seemed to get the upper
hand) (2).
• In spite of how he felt, his objective worldview made it quite
clear that his only hope was in his God – and therefore prayer.
Without God’s light there was only darkness and death – and
the ongoing we-are-proved-right mockery of the atheists (3-4).
• Even as he mouths the desperate cry to which the logic of his
position has pushed him, he realises he has nothing to worry
about: his God is trustworthy, dependable, merciful/loving,
kind and good, and above all has shown he is able to save (5-6).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you firmly established in God’s love and faithfulness?

B I B L E

S T U D Y

The fool, and the faithful.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

PSALMS 14:1-7 AND 15:1-5

THE POINT Psalms 14 and 15, taken together, highlight the

contrast between the 2 opposing worldviews we have been
noticing in our study of the psalms so far; there is no common
ground between them.
THE PARTICULARS

• Man in his native condition is a sinner; in his longing to satisfy his self-centred desires, the last thing he wants to admit to
is the existence of a God to whom he is accountable, but in the
face of all the evidence, such denial proves him to be a fool
(14:1).
• It is not up to us to decide what God might think of us all in
our natural state; He tells us clearly (14:2-3; see Romans 3:1012).

• All who continue in this foolish way, rejecting God’s way,
will reap the dreadful consequences of such a lifestyle, and will
see their folly too late as they see God saving His people (14:47).
• It is abundantly clear that sinful man, as he is, cannot
approach a God who is holy, let alone live on in His holy presence (15:1).
• Given God’s character, the standard required of His people is
not unreasonable, just impossible! This is why Jesus came: to
meet the standard for us, and to die because we can’t (15:2-5).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• As a sinner saved by grace, which of all the attributes listed in
Psalm 15 keep you mostly from enjoying a full, “unshaken”
life?

Delighting in God.

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 16:1-11

THE POINT This psalm reminds us how much we are citizens

of heaven; the more we try to feel “at home” in the world the
less we enjoy the “eternal pleasures” God has for us in His
presence (cf 2 Cor. 5:6).
THE PARTICULARS

• We can “hide” in God and know He will always keep us safe
(1).
• If God is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all. It is when I
seek blessing in things other than God (especially in things the
world values so highly) that He ceases to be at the centre of
my life (2).
• Those who hold fast to a Biblical worldview enjoy good fellowship not only with God but with each other in the Church

on earth. This enjoyment may include, but is independent of,
our external circumstances; it applies equally to us in Australia
as to our persecuted brothers and sisters in North Africa. It
cannot be shared with people who reject the God of the Bible
(3-6).
• David knew the Spirit’s constant counsel in his heart through
God’s word hidden there (cf 119:11); it was his firm rock (78).
• In Acts, both Peter (2:24-33) and Paul (13:35-39) see verses
8-11 as a clear prophecy about Jesus’ resurrection; Jesus therefore becomes David’s hope of eternal life, as with all the OT
saints.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you find yourself sometimes “running after other gods”?

Appeals of an apple.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 17:1-15

THE POINT We have seen that an ongoing theme of these

psalms is the fierce and constant battle between the “righteous”
(those whose view of the world has God at the centre) and the
“wicked” (those who have no room for God in their lives).
This psalm is the pleading prayer of one who is caught up in
the midst of this battle. For David it is clearly a spiritual battle
(cf Ephesians 6:12) because of the clash of the opposing worldviews, even though for him it often manifested itself in physical
conflict. It is in this context we need to understand David’s
claim to innocence (3) – he is not claiming to be without sin, or
the need for mercy and forgiveness.
THE PARTICULARS

• David’s first appeal is on the basis of his firm commitment to

the absolute truth God has revealed to mankind in His word
(1-5).
• His second appeal is on the basis of God’s commitment to
love His covenant people and therefore to protect them always
(6-9).
• The logical outcome of the denial of truth is the law of the
jungle – a case of every man for himself, the reign of terror (1012).
• David is confident that his God can and will protect him (1314).
• David is again confident in the hope of the resurrection (15).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you feel safe and secure as the “apple” (pupil) of God’s
eye?

Not by chance.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 18:1-19

THE POINT The historical setting of this psalm is made clear

by reference to 2 Samuel 22 where King David, at the end of
his life, recounts in song the marvellous acts of God in his
defence and protection. Saul is singled out among his many
enemies because he is the one who epitomises humanism, man
doing things his way instead of God’s. It was for this very reason that David replaced him as King. David sought and
obeyed God’s will, thus not only giving a clear contrast with
his predecessor, but pointing forward to the true Son of David
who would come only to do His Father’s will, and to give His
life as a ransom for sinners (Mark 10:45).

THE PARTICULARS

• David was a great warrior, and acclaimed as such by all his
people; but he himself attributed all his victories to God (1-3).
• David was fully aware of the grave danger he was in on many
occasions during his life; but, in response to his cries for help,
his mighty, sovereign, covenant LORD was able to deliver him
from the jaws of death on each and every one of them (4-6, 1619).
• The humanist might see the weather and atmospheric phenomena in purely scientific terms; David saw them as acts of
God (7-15).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does your worldview attribute every event to God alone?
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His way is perfect.

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 18:20-30

THE POINT As in Psalm 17, we again find David claiming his

blameless life as the basis for God’s proven faithfulness. There
we saw that this godly King was appealing to the authenticity
of his God-centred worldview rather than any “sinless perfection” of his own. But there is an added dimension in Psalm 18
– it is quite clear from the NT that this is a “Messianic Psalm”
(as we saw for Psalm 2). In this sense, David is not just speaking for himself; he is speaking prophetically for the One who
will come, God’s Messiah whose perfect, sinless life would in
fact be the basis of God’s faithfulness: His protecting/blessing
/saving His people.

• Fallen Man stands condemned by a holy God, not only
because he has failed to live by God’s revealed word (which is
blame-worthy enough); his more serious offence is his failure
even to acknowledge the reality of God’s existence, and the
fact that He has revealed His truth to all men (20-24; cf
Romans 1:20; 2:1-16).
• It is an encouragement to godly living that God responds to
it in kind; similarly, His appropriate response to “crookedness”
is to be “shrewd” as in the interplay between Jacob and Laban
(25-29).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does vs 30 affirm your view of providence/Scripture/Jesus?

David and his Anointed Son.

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

THE PARTICULARS

PSALM 18:31-50

THE POINT It is easy to become discouraged in the face of

shrinking faith and growing humanism in our own society.
David knew many such times, yet his God brought him
through and gave him the victory. Even so he did not see his
victories as victories for his personal benefit; they were the final
and complete triumph of truth over error, of a God-centred
worldview over a Man-centred one.
THE PARTICULARS

• Especially today is a life of faith full of pitfalls like dangerous
mountain climbing; it is reassuring to know that God can make
us as sure-footed as the deer in these circumstances (31-33, 36).
• In both attack and defence God is able to give strength to

those who acknowledge and trust Him. It is significant that
He fights the battle through us, He does not fight it in place of
us (34-35).
• There is a beautiful implied reference to the person and work
of Christ in vs 35b: Jesus stooped down, not only to make
Himself great (Philippians 2:5-11), but also to make us great
(Rev. 5:9f )!
• Jesus has already conquered Satan by His death and resurrection. We see this great victory foreshadowed in the life of
David, and alluded to in the reference to the “anointed”
Messiah (37-50).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How many verses in this passage point specifically to Jesus?

Creation’s voice proclaims it.

DAY 19

One through whom God would ultimately reveal Himself
most clearly (cf Hebrews 1:1-4). Psalm 19 will deal with the
other two vehicles of God’s self-revelation: Creation and His
written word. These three together will be the basis on which
God will justly judge the world, and guilty man will be left
speechless (Romans 3:19) in the face of the overwhelming and
undeniable evidence before him. First, we call on Creation as
witness to God’s handiwork.

servant to the astrophysicist, there is no better argument for
the existence of God than the vastness, beauty and order of the
Universe; it fairly screams, “The evidence demands that there is
a Designer”; to those who refuse to acknowledge God there
can never be a satisfactory answer to the questions: “Where did
it all come from?”; “How did an impersonal Big Bang lead to
the formation of our beautiful planet Earth with all its wonder
and diversity, so vastly different from anything else we’ve found
out there?”; “How did Man’s intelligent mind evolve to what it
is?” Sadly, it will be so obvious on Judgement Day (Rom. 1:20).

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• To those whose worldview centres on God, from the humble

• What does God’s Creation teach us about spiritual blindness?

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 19:1-6

THE POINT Psalm 18 was clearly pointing ahead to Jesus, the

A lamp to my feet.

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 19:7-14

THE POINT God’s written word is a priceless treasure to the

believer; this was also Paul’s advice to young Timothy in 2
Timothy 3:14-17 .
THE PARTICULARS

• God’s word is perfect, so it is exactly as God Himself
intended it to be, it has His mark of approval; it is trustworthy
and true, so it will not lead us astray; it is the source of real
light, so every other claimant to knowledge must be tested by
it; it reflects God’s righteous character, since it is He who gave
it to us (7-9).
• Because of what God’s word is, it achieves specific outcomes
as an instrument in His hands: it brings new spiritual life, joy
and vitality to the very essence of our being; and it gives pro1 8 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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found wisdom and insight to even the simplest person who is
willing in faith to submit to its teaching (7-9; cf Isaiah 55:11).
• We live in a society that strives after wealth and the satisfaction of bodily appetites; for the man whose worldview has God
at the centre, God’s word is far better than anything else (10).
• God’s word is what keeps us on the right track in a world
that is full of temptations and pitfalls; because God is our
Saviour and Lord, our desire is to please Him in everything we
do (11-14).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How important is God’s word to you in each part of your
life?

N E W S

Commission empowered

Across
Australia
Benn new Moderator-General

R

obert Benn, recently retired minister
of Springwood Presbyterian Church
(NSW), has been elected ModeratorGeneral of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia. He will be inducted into office
at the opening service of the General
Assembly of Australia in Scots Church,
Sydney, at 7pm on Monday 10 September
2007, when he will succeed Bob Thomas.
Robert Benn was born in 1940 at
Toowoomba on the Darling Downs in
Queensland, the eldest son of Laurie and
Marjorie Benn, who dedicated their children to the Lord and led them to Him by
their exemplary Christian lives and witness. Several of Robert’s siblings served
the Lord in mission work overseas:
Shirley (OMF in Indonesia), Jeanette
(Presbyterian Board of Missions in
Vanuatu) and Keith (Wycliffe Bible
Translators in the Philippines). John continued his work at home strongly supporting the overseas mission families,
while Betty worked with Scripture
Union and the Creek Road Presbyterian
Church, and Jim has an important ministry with Gideons International.
Robert himself with his wife Laurel
served in the Reformed Church in
Indonesia with OMF for 10 years before
returning to Australia for ordination. They
served in Redcliffe (Qld) and Hurstville
(NSW) before Robert became national
director of Australian Presbyterian
World Mission for nine years.
They have three adult children,
Catherine (musician and Anglican minister’s wife), Murray (IT company and rector’s warden) and Andrea (managing the
Australian office of African Enterprise).

CCommisson
hanges
to
the
Queensland
of Assembly, proposed at
the 2005 assembly, were enacted at the
2006 assembly. The Commission of
Assembly has virtually the power of the
Assembly itself, but under the late rule it
had severe limitations, and there was often
confusion about whether the commission
really had the authority to deal with particular matters.
The new commission has been reduced
in size from 25 to 17, and has responsibility for the management of the church,
including analysing existing structures
and procedure and supervising the assembly’s various committees and boards. To
enhance accountability, the commission
will make an annual report to the assembly.

Queensland assembly

SQueensland
everal speakers addressed the recent
assembly. ModeratorGeneral Bob Thomas brought greetings
from the General Assembly of Australia.
Queensland PWA president Heather
Ross gave an annual report, and PY president Danny Allen, spoke about the challenges facing youth work within South-

East Queensland.
Rev. Noel Newton, national director
for the Jesus Project, spoke on the
evangelism program Operation Easter
2007, and several missionaries spoke
about their work: Peter and Ruth
O’Loghlin (International Teams), Rob
and Toni Smith (Wycliffe), Dion
Bremner (WEC), Ronda Johnson
(SIM), Eun Jeong Kim (Missionary
Training Institute, South Korea),
Betty Murray (Mission Partners) and
Rev. Bill Lutton (director of Mission
Partners). Pastor Andrew Purcell, the
Presbyterian Inland Mission Padre for
south-west Queensland Patrol, spoke
about the work of PIM, and Deaconess
Dianne Parker spoke about hospital
chaplaincy.

Prayer week

T(21hetoweek
before Pentecost Sunday 2007
26 May) was set aside as a time to
pray for the Presbyterian Church of
Queensland. Prayer notes will be prepared
by Rev. Robert Herrgott and Rev. Keith
Black to help congregations.
Reformation Sunday 2006 (29
October) was recommended to each congregation as a “National Day” or “Period
of Prayer” to seek the presence of God.

Noosa building begins

CPresbyterian
onstruction has started on a new
Church on the Sunshine
Coast. Minister Keith Mayers said the
PCQ-funded project, St Andrew’s,
Noosa-Tewantin, is in response to the
needs of a growing population. Building
St Andrew’s follows the physical and spiritual development of the Presbyterian
Church in this fast-growing area over the
past 15 years. In this time, the church has
met at several venues, including the CWA
Hall, the local state school and even the
Tewantin Anglican Church Hall.
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Child protection

T

he Queensland assembly adopted the
ChildSafe Risk Management System as
a supplement to the PCQ’s child protection policy. It allocated the proceeds from
the sale of the Woolooga church property
to the Gympie/Woolooga charge, and
approved the sale of some PCQ land at
Carina to PresCare so that they can construct an aged care facility for approximately 96 residents.

Pastors encouraged

T

he Queensland assembly decided to
send a letter of encouragement to Pastors
Daniel Nalliah and Daniel Scot from
Catch the Fire Ministries over their
appeal against the finding by the
Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal that they vilified Muslims under
the state’s Religious and Racial Tolerance
Act.
Assembly
commended
the
Queensland Government for steps taken
to reduce gambling by its “Responsible
Gambling” program, but said it was hypocritical when it it expected to collect $527
million in gambling machine tax in the
2006-07 financial year.
It
commended
the
Federal
Government for establishing an adult
stem research centre at Griffith
University
but
requested
the
Government to abandon research on and
use of embryonic stem cells. It expressed

appreciation to Prime Minister John
Howard for his forthright defence of
marriage as “the union of a man and a
woman to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life”.

Asylum seekers

T

he Queensland assembly affirmed
that it is the responsibility of the
Australian Government to determine
who will enter Australia and to protect
Australia’s borders, and is thankful for
the number of refugee places provided,
particularly to those displaced by the
civil war in the Sudan; but it also
expressed its desire that the processing
of asylum seekers be carried out in a
speedy manner and that women and
children asylum seekers not be held in
prison type facilities.
Concern was also expressed about the
Government’s proposal to process
refugees offshore, and about the systematic genocide of Christians in Irian Jaya.

New principal at Clayfield

T

he Presbyterian and Methodist
Schools Association (PMSA) has
appointed Brian Savins as new principal
of Clayfield College. The PMSA is a joint
mission of the Presbyterian and Uniting
Churches in Queensland. Mr Savins will
take up the appointment from 1 January.
He will replace Mrs Carolyn Hauff AM,
who is retiring.
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Open Door seminar

O
pen Doors Australia, the organisation
founded by Brother Andrew, is hosting a
Standing Strong through the Storm seminar
in Melbourne from October 13 to 15 at
Trinity
Presbyterian
Church,
Camberwell. Open Doors’ Victorian
manager Bredon Birch and Australian
director Pastor John Jones will host the
seminar. Pastor Jones says: “We all face
opposition in our lives. Persecution comes
in many guises and for Christians in the
West it could mean being harassed and
ridiculed for one’s faith at work, in social
settings. We have many valuable lessons
we can learn from the persecuted church
who have learnt to flourish through suffering in the face of persecution.”

Vale Flora Miller

M
rs Flora Miller, wife of Rev. Dr
Graham Miller, died on 8 September in
the Wangaratta Base Hospital, aged 90.
Her funeral service was held at
Wangaratta Presbyterian Church, on 16
September, with Rev. Dr Graham Lyman
preaching.

Vale Nance Smith

A

funeral service was held at St
Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, Surrey
Hills (Vic.), on 20 June giving thanks for
the life of Nance Smith, a life that was
completely dedicated to the Lord and His
work and especially for her devoted missionary interest.
Nance began her three years of deaconess training at Rolland House,
Melbourne, in March 1945, and became
deaconess at St Andrew’s Church,
Brisbane, in 1948. In 1965, Nance began
nine years of ministry in the New
Hebrides, then became deaconess at St
Peter’s, Mount Gravatt. In 1977, Nance
“retired” to Mount Tamborine, becoming
involved in teaching religious education
classes in three schools for the next 12
years. From 1977 she was also involved in
the world mission committee of the
General Assembly of Australia, until
that committee moved to Sydney in 1988,
and in the state world mission committee.
When Nance Smith retired at the end
of 1995 she moved to Melbourne to live
with members of her family in Box Hill
North. She was invited back to Vanuatu
for the Centenary celebrations where she
was honoured by the president with a
medal for her services.
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Malaysian convert flees

Around
the World
Vietnam progress denied

C

hurch leaders in Vietnam have
expressed surprise at US Ambassador-atLarge for International Religious
Freedom John Hanford’s statement at a
briefing on 15 September that “Vietnam
has turned the corner and made enormous
progress on religious freedom”. Most
observers concluded that this statement
was a clear signal that the ambassador
intends to recommend that Vietnam be
removed from the State Department’s list
of Countries of Particular Concern, a US
blacklist of worst religious liberty offenders this year. Within a day of the web postings of Hanford’s statements at the onthe-record briefing, two church leaders in
Vietnam called Compass expressing their
surprise that the ambassador had
responded to a question by asserting
“enormous progress” in religious freedom. They fear the ambassador’s statements will encourage Vietnam to relax its
efforts to change.
Compass Direct

LChristianity,
ina Joy, a Malaysian convert to
has gone into hiding after
extremists issued death threats against her
and the lawyers supporting her cause.
Escalating furore over the latest stage in
Joy’s lengthy struggle to change her religious status has led Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi to order a halt
to all public debate on the issue.
Conversion out of Islam is illegal in most
of Malaysia. The case is widely regarded as
a watershed for religious freedom in
Malaysia. If the court orders that the word
“Islam” be dropped from Joy’s identity
card, the move would affirm the
supremacy of the secular constitution.

Nigerian Muslims riot

C

hristians have again come under attack
by mobs of angry Muslims in northern
Nigeria. The rioting apparently started
following an allegation that a Christian
woman had made insulting comments
about Mohammed.
On 19th September in the city of
Dutse, in the northern Nigerian state of
Jigawa, a mob of Muslim youths set upon
the Christian minority in the city. St
Peter’s Anglican Cathedral was burnt to

the ground and the bishop’s office
destroyed. Initial reports speak of
between four and 10 other churches being
set ablaze, as well as shops, vehicles and
homes belonging to Christians. There are
believed to be 15 churches locally, so 10
would amount to two-thirds of all the
churches in the area. Several people were
injured. According to some reports the
state governor was himself attacked when
he tried to calm the mob and was hurriedly taken away from the area. The mob
was only quelled when hundreds of heavily armed police belatedly began to patrol
the city.
Barnabas Fund

Singer ‘incited’ murder

A

Rwandan singer is set to go on trial on
charges of genocide in one of the first
cases of a musician being charged with
mass murder for his work.
Simon Bikindi is to appear before the
International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR), accused of inciting fellow Hutus to kill minority Tutsis during
the 1994 genocide when 800,000 Tutsis
and moderate Hutus were massacred by
Hutu extremists.
The 52-year-old Hutu, a renowned traditional musician who became popular
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during the 1980s, faces six counts of genocide and related charges. Bikindi vehemently denies the charges, and his legal
team says the prosecution is a denial of his
human rights and artistic liberty.
“Between 1990 and 1994, Simon
Bikindi composed, sang, recorded or distributed musical works extolling Hutu
solidarity and accusing Tutsis of enslaving
Hutus,” the ICTR indictment says.
“These songs were then used to incite
Hutus to identify and kill Tutsis,” the
indictment says.
AFP

Bibles in demand

The demand for Bibles is rising in China
and India, the most populous countries of
the world. Although Christians are only a
small minority, millions of Bibles are not
sufficient to supply the need, according to
the magazine Bibel Report published by
the German Bible Society in Stuttgart.
The People’s Republic of China has an
official Bible printing house. Since 1987
the press in Nanjing has turned out more
than 46 million copies of the Bible and the
New Testament. The number of
Christians among the 1.3 billion inhabitants in China is believed to exceed 80
million. Three in four Christians worship
in unregistered churches not controlled
by the Communist authorities.
India has 1.1 billion people, about 80
percent are Hindus, 12.5 percent Muslims
and 2.4 percent Christians. Large numbers of the poorest are turning to the
Christian faith, according to the German

Bible Society. Most of them are too poor
to afford a Bible, a New Testament or
even a Gospel tract.
Assist

Catholics attack Baptists

Lnewly
ebanese Maronite Catholics attacked a
built, independent Baptist church
near Beirut last month, mauling churchgoers preparing to host war refugees from
southern Lebanon. The violence flared up
after several weeks of tense public debate
between Maronite and Baptist clergy. The
Maronite Church is an Eastern Rite
church in communion with Rome. More
than 20 men from Ajaltoun village
attacked Christ Bible Baptist Church on
August 2, slashing car tires, breaking the
church door and windows, stealing computer and sound equipment, beating men
and groping several women. “Police were
at the church watching everything,”
Baptist Pastor Raymond Abou-Mekhael,
35, said. “They even advised the attackers
what to steal and vandalise.”
Compass Direct

Pastor in hiding

A

pastor and his wife living in Aceh
province, Indonesia, have gone into hiding after a Muslim mob set fire to a church
building on 1 September. Several weeks
ago, Pastor Luther Saragih of an
Indonesia Evangelical Mission Church
congregation, distributed letters to several
villages in Aceh inviting Christians to a
revival service. A Muslim resident some-

Presbyterian Theological
Centre – Sydney
The PTC is the theological and missionary training college of the
Presbyterian Church in NSW, which

how received a copy of the letter and
edited it, making it appear that Muslims
were invited to the service. More than 500
Christians arrived for the service, along
with a large crowd of irate Muslims.
Later that night, a mob of more than
100 men poured gasoline over the building and set it on fire. They also attempted
to burn a second building used as a church
kindergarten and came looking for
Saragih and his wife at their nearby house.
The couple escaped to the jungle.

On the
Agenda
Test trap for Christians?
By Barney Zwartz

C

hristians as well as Muslims may be
unable to sign the Government’s proposed citizenship test, a leading Christian
academic told a Canberra conference
recently.
Some values identified as Australian
directly contradict religious values, so that
believers will have to decide which comes
first: religious freedom or common values, according to Greg Clarke of the
University of New South Wales.
Dr Clarke, director of the Centre of
Apologetic Scholarship and Education,
said no serious religious believer – Jew,
Christian or Muslim – could accept Prime
Minister John Howard’s insistence that
common values as Australians transcend
any other allegiances.
Dr Clarke was addressing the annual
conference of the Australian Christian
Lobby in Canberra. Other speakers
included Treasurer Peter Costello, who
suggested Turkey was a model state for
Muslim-majority countries to follow,
Labor frontbencher Wayne Swan and

offers theological and pastoral training
for ministry candidates of several
denominations and independent stu-
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National Council of Churches president
James Haire.
The Government released a discussion
paper on a citizenship test last month,
largely aimed at encouraging immigrants –
especially Muslims – to integrate.
Dr Clarke said he thought the test
would not intentionally impose religious
restrictions, but many religious people
would nevertheless be unable to sign it.
The rule of law would be a better focus
than values.
He said the term “values” was useful
for keeping religion out of the discussion,
and superficially it was easy to suggest
some values most people would call
Australian, such as mateship. But mateship could be the opposite of a Christian
value when it means “sticking with your
mates, regardless of the cost to your actual
sister/wife/children. Or what goes on on
tour stays on tour”.
Another Australian value Christians
would oppose was the “she’ll be right”
attitude. “This reflects a kind of inertia
Australians have about acting ethically,”
he said.
Some values identified as Australian
were common to many faiths, religious
and secular, and this was where the Prime
Minister and politicians wanted to keep
the discussion. But, if so, “we may lose a
lot of significant input from specific religious traditions and find ourselves flailing

about for a new kind of religion without a
creed, just values”.
He said: “Are we experiencing a failure
of nerve regarding the rule of law? Should
it not be sufficient for governing a free
people without having to resort to nebulous, unenforceable pledges of cultural
commitment. At heart, it is beliefs, not
values, that drive people’s behaviour. And
beliefs cannot be legislated for or signed as
a pledge.”
The Age

Religion at summit

A

boriginal history may have caused
angst at the recent history summit in
Canberra, but it was the thorny question
of religion which had educators most perplexed.
Transcripts from the summit show delegates struggled with religion in the
national curriculum. It was Emeritus
Professor Geoffrey Blainey who told delegates much of society could not be
explained to students without religion.
“Many of the great statements and parliamentary debates, be it about Judas, 13
pieces of silver or touching the hem of
government, mean nothing now,” he said.
“Yet to that (previous) generation they
were made powerful because they were
metaphors chosen from the Bible.”

He said he believed the history curriculum needed to include religious knowledge, “irrespective of the vehicle used”.
The broad gulf between Australian
Catholics and Presbyterians in the first
half of this century was a “lively” event
which could easily engage youngsters, the
summit heard.
One unidentified delegate said religion
became pivotal to Australian history in
1917 when the nation diverged “spectacularly” over the issue of conscription.
“A Catholic archbishop was about to
lead the flock against conscription,” the
delegate said.
“Australians broadly of Presbyterian
and Anglican background took a different
viewpoint. At that point the different
belief systems become lively and
Australians get engaged. Until that point
it is a boring story.”
Curtin University of Technology
Division of Humanities executive dean
Tom Stannage disagreed. Professor
Stannage said religion encompassed a far
wider issue but was removed from the
state curriculum and suppressed for 100
years. He said some students got their
religious education from Sunday school
and other sources.
The one-day summit seeking a new
path for the national history curriculum
has agreed history should be compulsory
for Years 9 and 10.
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Lost in translation
Slip of the tongue? Provocation? What was the Pope doing?

W

hen Pope Benedict XVI stood
up to deliver his speech to the
faculty
of
Regensburg
University last month, it
should have been with pleasurable anticipation. He was returning to his old
haunts, where he once taught, an academic among academics, and he planned to
speak on a subject close to his heart: faith
and reason.
In that speech, surely his own work, he
innocently chose to illustrate a point
using an example from his recent reading
of a dialogue between an erudite 14th century Byzantine emperor and a Persian
scholar.
Perhaps he should have been reading
the New Testament book of James, which
warns “the tongue is a small part of the
body, and yet it boasts of great things.
Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by
such a small fire”.
His quote from Emperor Manuel II
Paleologus – “Show me just what
Mohammed brought that was new, and
there you will find things only evil and
inhuman, such as his command to spread
by the sword the faith he preached” –
seems to have set Muslim fury ablaze
again in the Middle East and Asia.
Canberra Archbishop Mark Coleridge,
a former papal speechwriter, has no doubt
that Benedict wrote every word of the
speech himself. And he is just as certain
that it didn’t go through the usual complex vetting process in the Vatican’s
Secretariat of State, intended to pick up
precisely this kind of pitfall.
“It takes a long time to write a papal
speech, with draft after draft being seen by
various eyes until it reaches the Pope himself, and he has to own it. That process is
based on long and bitter experience of
misfortune,’’ Coleridge says.
“This speech was anything but crude
polemics. As a theological discussion it
was beautifully done. But he didn’t seem
to be aware of the potential pitfalls. That’s
because he’s new to the role, which is
unique – a Pope can never speak just as a
theologian.’’
Analyst George Friedman believes the
quotation was deliberately included, with
full knowledge of the likely reaction, by a
canny politician. Friedman speculates that

Barney
Zwartz
Benedict may have intended to give moral
support to the war on terror, in which the
West is struggling; to give a gentle indication to the Muslim world that the church
is not willing to be vilified indefinitely as a
crusader; and to reconnect with European
Catholics upset that the Vatican calls for
tolerance of Islamic migrants.
“From an intellectual and political
standpoint,
therefore,
Benedict’s state“People don’t ment was an eleread texts, gant move. He
they only read has strengthened
quotations – his political base
and they don’t and perhaps legithear the quo- imised a stronger
tation marks.” response to antiCatholic rhetoric
JOHN DUPUCHE
in the Muslim
world. And he
has done it with
superb misdirection. His options are
open: He now can move away from the
statement and let nature take its course,
repudiate it and challenge Muslim leaders
to do the same with regard to antiCatholic statements or extend and expand
the criticism of Islam that was implicit in
the dialogue.’’
Townsville Bishop Michael Putney,
chairman of the Australian Catholic
Bishops’ Conference interfaith committee, takes the Coleridge view: the speech
was all the Pope’s own work, and the
offence unintended.
“The Pope was giving an academic lecture on the deficiencies of Western culture, not on Islam. I think he thought it
was in his old territory, but clearly as Pope
he’s in everybody’s front room, no matter
where he speaks or what style.’’
For once he seems to have made it
inside every Muslim’s front room. There
were demonstrations across the Middle
East, churches were firebombed, and a
nun killed in Somalia.
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Even though many Muslims
responded gracefully and proportionately,
one inescapable question is, how convincing is it if Muslims rebut accusations that
their religion is violent by bombing
churches and shooting people? How do
they understand this contradiction themselves? Photographs and television
footage of Muslims, faces distorted with
hatred, burning the Pope in effigy, will
always attract more attention than a quiet
shrug.
Few of them can have read the speech,
or they would see how peripheral, if politically ill-judged, the offending remark
was. As Father John Dupuche, chairman
of Melbourne’s Catholic Interfaith
Committee, observes, “people don’t read
texts, they only read quotations – and
they don’t hear the quotation marks’’.
Another interesting question is the
way the story emerged. Benedict gave the
speech on Tuesday 12 September, but it
only became an international story at the
weekend. Who dropped it into the media
and why? Any responsible journalist reading the whole speech would not have
seized on that remark – a footnote to a
discourse that had no relation to Islam –
as the central point.
Some people think a malign influence
was at work. Was it Muslim extremists,
who monitor every word by Western leaders looking for fuel to inflame the tensions? There are Christian and secular
counterparts, too. Was it Christians or
secularists looking to promote conflict
between the religions?
Similarly, it took a long time – months
– for the Danish cartoon crisis really to
grip the Muslim world earlier this year. In
that case, the flames were fanned by both
Muslim extremists and secular Middle
Eastern governments trying to win cheap
points with Islamists inside their countries.

S

o what did Benedict actually say?
Father Dupuche says the real topic was
the relationship between faith and reason,
because the Pope was talking at a university and making a play on the word “universitas” (the Latin word “whole’’, cognate with both university and universal).
“If it is universal, it must allow a place

for the interplay between faith and reason,’’ Dupuche says. “His concern is that
faith will be dismissed as high-flown
fancy. He makes the point that Western
civilisation grew from the interplay of
Greek philosophy and Christian faith.’’
The offending quotation comes in a
discussion of reason – violent conversion
is against reason, the emperor says.
Benedict then quotes an obscure Islamic
scholar who dissociates faith from reason,
whereas in Catholic teaching they are
compatible.
Dupuche says many Muslim authorities believe faith and reason go together in
Islam too, and the question of whether
faith transcends reason is not resolved in
either religion.
Meanwhile, the Pope has apologised,
and insisted that the quotation did not in
any way express his personal thought. But
it is clear that resentment will linger in
parts of the Muslim world, and extremists
will have new ammunition against
Christianity.

O

f course, no number of apologies will
appease some extremists. Letter
writer Caroline Miley made an important
point about freedom of speech in The Age
at the time. “I was sickened by the now
predictable outbreak of violence against
innocent people. It is bullying on a massive, destructive scale. I was sickened, too,
by the Pope’s escalating series of apologies, none of which is apparently good
enough to appease the bullies.’’
Miley, a Lutheran, continued: “What is
he apologising for? For having quoted an
ancient source during an academic debate.
I don’t hold any particular torch for the
Pope as the leader of the Catholic Church
but I do support him as a member of the
international community of scholars.
Make no mistake, what Dr Ratzinger is
being forced to apologise for is freedom
of speech.
“It is increasingly clear that what is
under attack is the free, democratic world.
Every time free people apologise to bullying extremists for exercising our freedom
of speech, every time we capitulate, we
give up a little more of that freedom. And
we do it because we are afraid.’’
Nevertheless, unfortunately the furore
will undermine some of the goodwill built
among mainstream Muslims by
Benedict’s predecessor, John Paul II,
whose passing Melbourne Muslim
spokesman Waleed Aly has said was
mourned more deeply by many Muslims
than by many Catholics. John Paul II, the
first Pope to pray in a mosque (in

Damascus in 2001), won Muslim appreciation by apologising for the crusades and
by his staunch opposition to the Iraq war.
Benedict is perceived as more confrontational. Ameer Ali, chairman of the
Prime Minister’s Muslim advisory group,
said he should follow John Paul II rather
than Urban II (who launched the first
crusade in 1095).
In fact the contrast between popes is
more in personal style than Catholic theology, according to which the church officially approves “all that is good and true’’
in Islam. Benedict
has studied Islam
“Every time
widely and is
free people
eager to promote
harmony. On his
apologise to
first day as Pope,
bullying
he said he wanted
extremists for
Christianity and
exercising our
Islam to cooperfreedom of
ate to produce a
speech, we
new world order
give up a little
based on reason
more of that
and humanity. At
his
inaugural
freedom.”
Mass he made a
CAROLINE MILEY
point of welcoming Muslim leaders, and in Cologne he addressed more,
inviting them to work together with the
church.
But their personal styles are polar
opposites. John Paul II was famously
warm, master of the big gesture that
touched people at their core. He was also
extremely media-savvy as well as politically astute, honed by decades under communism in Poland where he had to take
infinite care over what he said. Benedict is
reserved and intellectual; he relaxes by
playing the piano alone.
Archbishop Coleridge says Benedict is
in direct continuity with John Paul, with
one different emphasis: the need for reciprocity. “It’s not enough for the West to
accommodate Islam, but Islamic countries have to accommodate Christianity.
There’s a huge mosque in Rome, but in
many Muslim countries it’s almost impossible to practise Christianity publicly.
Religious freedom is not a one-sided phenomenon,’’ he says.

M

any Catholics thought John Paul too
conciliatory; Benedict is more cautious. It’s unlikely the interfaith summits
John Paul II held at Assisi will be repeated
in his pontificate, while Catholics facing
persecution and violence in Muslim countries will find their plight better noticed.
But Benedict’s main confrontation is

with an increasingly intolerant secularism
in Europe, and he has seen Islam as an ally
in that battle.
Dupuche says: “I’m sure he doesn’t
want to take on Islam. That’s like shooting bullets at the clouds. I think he’d be
terribly upset at what has happened, and
there’s a lot of repair work needed. But
God works in strange ways. Perhaps,
though a lot has been done already, this
will result in even more work by the
Catholic church to move to cooperation.’’
Noted Vatican watcher John Allen
writes that Benedict is not a politically
correct pope. “I don’t mean that he sets
out to give offence; on the contrary, he’s
one of the most gracious figures ever to
step on the world stage. Instead, he simply
does not allow his thinking to be channelled by the taboos and fashions of ordinary public discourse.’’ But the
Regensburg speech does raise the question of “whether Benedict could do with a
dash more sensitivity to how wires in
today’s hair-trigger world are tripped’’.
The answer when Christianity and
Islam collide, according to interfaith
expert Bishop Putney, is not so much selfcensorship as openness and honesty. “It’s
true that there are people who don’t want
there to be peace between world religions.
Yet it’s essential to the modern world that
there be peace, so we have to be in profound, honest dialogue so our words can’t
be used.
“If imams and bishops are friends then
nothing will come of it. We can stop these
things getting out of hand. But as long as
the leaders stand at a distance from each
other, we leave the ground to the hotheads and crazies. I’m thrilled that at the
last (Australian) bishops’ meeting a group
of imams came to lunch. It’s the kind of
relationship we have to have.’’
This is an expanded version of an article first
published in The Age, for whom Barney
ap
Zwartz is religion editor.
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A welcome word
Eight ways to encourage your pastor.

S

ometimes pastors are the loneliest
people in the church. Often their
hours are long, the pay minimal, the
criticism considerable and constant.
Feelings of disappointment, discouragement, and defeat may begin to plague the
best of them.
Paul’s admonition to “serve one another
in love” (Gal. 5:13 ) should encourage us to
remember our shepherds. Here are eight
ways to make their lives better.
First, cut the criticism: Presbyterian
minister Fred Rogers, creator and host of
television’s Mr Roger’s Neighborhood,
recently gave an address describing the
time he was a student at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary and attended a different church each Sunday to hear a variety
of preachers.
One Sunday he was treated to “the most
poorly crafted sermon (he) had ever
heard.” But when he turned to the friend
who had accompanied him, he found her in
tears.
“It was exactly what I needed to hear,”
she told Rogers.
“That’s when I realised,” he told his
audience, “that the space between someone
doing the best he or she can and someone
in need is holy ground. The Holy Spirit had
transformed that feeble sermon for her —
and as it turned out, for me too.”
Unlike most workers who are evaluated
once or twice a year, clergy are often critiqued weekly after each worship service.
It’s not unusual to hear people say “the
music was poor”, “the hymn selection was
awful” or “the sermon was boring”. We
would do well to remember that most spiritual leaders work hard to make worship a
unique celebration each week.
Second, pray regularly: ask God to
shower your pastor with an abundance of
love, hope, joy, faith, peace, power, wisdom,

Victor
Parachin
and courage. Pray for your spiritual leader’s
maturity and growth in the faith. As you
pray, keep in mind this wisdom from
German writer Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe: “If you treat a person as he is, he
will stay as he is; but if you treat him as if he
were what he ought to be, he will become
what he ought to
be and could be.”
Third, express
A spoken
appreciation
in
compliment is
writing:
a
spoken
always
compliment
is
welcome, but always welcome,
a written one but a written one
can be read can be read over
over and over and over again for
again for years. So, when
years. you hear or see
something
you
like from your
minister, write an appreciative note.
Fourth, use your skills to bless: are you
proficient with computers? Help your pastor master the church’s new computer. Are
you a mechanic? Offer to service the car
free of charge or at a reduced fee.
One pastor I know recalls: “I was pastoring my first church — a small congregation with limited resources. While there, I
developed a series of dental problems and
could not afford treatment. What a joy it
was when a dentist in the church offered to
treat me for free. Correcting my dental
problem involved nearly a dozen visits. He
treated me carefully and cheerfully each
time. I have thought of that dentist many
times since then and the memories of his
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kindness continue to bless my life.”
Fifth, squelch gossip: if you hear a negative comment, respond with a positive one.
If misinformation is being spread, correct it
with the accurate information. Or, if people
are gossiping, just walk away. Remember
the Bible soundly condemns gossip and
careless speech. James 1:26 says, “If anyone
considers himself religious and yet does not
keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives
himself and his religion is worthless.” And
Psalm 34:13 reads, “Keep your tongue from
evil and your lips from speaking lies.”
Sixth, offer to meet a need: some people
make their spiritual leaders defensive and
angry by saying, “You need to…” That
approach is seldom welcome and almost
always counterproductive. If you see a
need, approach your spiritual leader by saying, “I’d like to help by…”. If you see an
area that can be improved, take responsibility for working on it.
Be an active participant in your church.
Get involved by teaching a class, leading a
workshop, singing in the choir, feeding the
hungry. Ask your spiritual leader where and
how you can employ your gifts.

S

eventh, be openly responsive: nothing so
animates and excites a spiritual leader as
seeing people respond to the preaching and
teaching. Imagine the surprise and delight of
a pastor in Virginia Beach, Virginia, who,
when greeting a visitor to his church, found
she came because of the kindness of a
church member who was her neighbor.
“I’m recently divorced, a single parent
and new to this community,” she told the
pastor. “To keep up with rent and provide
for my three children, I must work two
jobs. That leaves me very little time for yard
work. I was relieved when the weeds didn’t
overrun my yard as I had feared they might.
However, when I made an unscheduled trip

home in the middle of my workday, I discovered the reason why the weeds had not taken
over my yard.
“My 86-year-old neighbour — a member of
your church — was on his hands and knees
pulling my weeds. I barely knew this man and
he was embarrassed to be caught in this anonymous act of kindness. He explained that he
heard you preach a sermon on the importance
of living a life of compassion and kindness and
decided to put that sermon into practice by
weeding my lawn.”

O

ne pastor’s heart filled with joy when a
group of women in Washington, D.C.,
responded to a sermon preached from the
words of Jesus, “do not judge, or you too will
be judged” (Mt. 7:1). After hearing the sermon, the women decided to give a baby
shower for the young woman who provided
childcare while they met for Bible study. She
was unmarried, close to going on welfare, and
without support from her family or the fatherto-be. The young woman was moved to tears
by the surprise baby shower.
Later, the women explained to the pastor,
“Your sermon taught us that it’s possible to
reach out to someone in need — in this case,
an unwed mother—without judging or condoning the situation.”
Eighth, throw away the measuring stick:
don’t expect that your present spiritual leaders
will do things the same way their predecessors
did. Lay aside personal agendas and preferences. Instead, focus on how your leader is
being used by God to do effective ministry
now. By serving your shepherds, you will
ensure that they will not only be encouraged
but will feel appreciated and continue to minister with enthusiasm and energy.
A friend is someone who stays with you in
the bad weather of life, guards you when you
are off your guard, restrains your impetuosity,
delights in your wholeness, forgives your failures, does not forsake you when others let you
down.
The friendship of Jesus enables us to see
others as he saw the apostles: flawed but good
children of the Father.

State Director
South Australia—Northern Territory

TLM is a multi-national organization working in partnership with
governments, public health officials, NGO’s, World Health Organisation,
churches, Christian partners and many other people to achieve its
vision of “a world without leprosy”.
TLM Australia is seeking to appoint a State Director based in Adelaide to:
‘Educate, challenge and involve people in the unique mission of TLM
and contribute to its overall development and operations.’
Applicants should be able to demonstrate:
1. A commitment to the Christian beliefs and values of TLMA
2. Suitable public speaking and communication skills.
3. The ability to engage with and lead teams of volunteers.
4. The ability to develop and achieve budgets and programs.
5. The ability to network with people and groups in the Christian
and wider community.
For further information and a position description, please contact
Glenda Hunt, telephone 03 9890 0577 or glendah@leprosymission.org.au
Applications close 13 October 2006
The Leprosy Mission Australia PO Box 293, Box Hill, Vic 3128
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‘The Manse’
Stanley, Tasmania
Holiday Accommodation
3 bedroom furnished home available
to Presbyterian family and friends
Very Reasonable Rates
For More Information phone:
(03) 6458 1116 (03) 6458 1321
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God’s truth
All truth is God’s, however it comes.

R

ecently a Christian educator
remarked to me, “the modern
student faces the alternatives of a
Christian education or a good
education.”
Though on the surface the remark
seems bathed in cynicism, it was actually
delivered in a tone of profound alarm. The
speaker is committed to the enterprise of
Christian education, but is concerned that
in an effort to maintain a spiritual purity
unblemished by the world, much of
Christian education may be compromising the goal of academic excellence.
In fact, some have recently announced
that Christian education, to be authentically Christian, must be antithetical to
secular education. The accent is on
antithesis rather than synthesis. These
people suggest that synthesis is a type of
syncretism, by which secular perspectives
are so blended in with Christianity that
what is uniquely Christian is necessarily
obscured, then eclipsed.
But the difference between synthesis
and syncretism are actually quite vast.
Synthesis rests on the premise that there
are two sources of divine revelation: the
special revelation of Scripture and the
general revelation of nature. Though historic Protestantism emphatically rejects
the dual source theory of the Roman
Catholic Church, by which both
Scripture and tradition provide special
revelation, Protestantism has almost universally affirmed two sources of revelation, special and general.

T

hat simply means not all of God’s revelation is confined to the Bible. We do
not add the decrees of church councils to
the Bible, but we recognise that the heav-

Caloundra – Qld
Self contained 2 BR Units.
Ocean views, BBQ & heated pool,
close to shops and beaches.
Contact Marianne/Martin
07 5491 7155
or email info@seafarerchase.net
Web www.seafarerchase.net

R. C.
Sproul
ens as well as Scriptures display the glory
of God.
Thomas Aquinas, though often
maligned by contemporary evangelicals, is
usually the one credited with defining the
“classical synthesis” between nature and
grace. Aquinas declared that there are certain truths we can
find only in
Scripture.
We
cannot
discover
We dare not
the
plan
of
accept a false redemption in a
dilemma physics laborabetween tory.
Christian
However,
education Aquinas mainand good tained that there
education. are other truths
that can be discovered only outside the Bible.
The Bible gives us no information about
the circulatory system of the human body
nor the details regarding photosynthesis.
This information is gleaned from a study
of nature. A full education includes both a
study of the Bible and a study of nature —
also affirmed by John Calvin, who called
nature a “theatre” of divine revelation.
Aquinas spoke of the “mixed articles”
of truth, which are revealed both by
Scripture and by nature. For example, the
existence of God. Far from separating
nature and grace, Aquinas attempted to
show their ultimate unity. He distinguished them, but he refused to separate
them.
The concern of the classical synthesis
was to uphold the thesis of the unity of
truth. All truth is God’s truth, and all genuine truth “meets at the top”. That is why
Augustine urged his students to “learn as
much as possible about as many things as
possible”.
Of course, there does exist an undeniably severe antithesis between secularism
and Christianity. But this antithesis
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should not provoke Christians to reject all
knowledge acquired in the secular world,
even if it’s acquired and taught by atheists.
Right beliefs and scientific truth do not
necessarily always go together. There is no
such thing as a neutral education. Every
education curriculum has a controlling
worldview behind it and through it. We
either interpret nature from a perspective
of its being from God and under God, or
we do not. This is an irresistible either/or
proposition. Here the antithesis is real
and crucial.
But just as there is a pivotal difference
between synthesis and syncretism, so is
there a crucial difference between antithesis and isolation. A valid synthesis exists
when we integrate what can be known
from Scripture with what can be known
from nature, for both are of God. But the
controlling perspective of how to view
nature must be rooted in God-centeredness. As Newton said, in our study of
nature we should seek to “think God’s
thoughts after him”.

I

f Christianity is true it has nothing to
fear from truth. Hence the danger of
pushing antithesis too far: it could lead us
to surrender the truths of nature to the
pagans. But authentic Christian education
should be the avant-garde of the scientific
exploration. The task of science began
with God’s command to Adam and Eve
to name the animals. In simple terms, this
was the first example of biological taxonomy — the classification of the species. In
this primitive procedure science began
with discrimination. To discriminate
requires noting both differences and similarities among things. It’s the heart of scientific inquiry.
Authentic Christian education, indeed
authentic education of any sort, is discriminatory. In this light it must be synthetic, because it draws from all sources
that God provides for truth. We dare not
accept a false dilemma between Christian
education and good education. If it is not
good it cannot be Christian in the fullest
sense.
This article was previously published in
Eternity Magazine in September 1987. ap

L

Letters
Right perspective

T(AP,he September)
recent issue on the New Perspective
was really superb. The
articles on the main issue were as clear and
helpful in looking at the implications as
anything that I’ve read on the subject –
and every article was edifying, mind-clearing, heart-warming and filled with enough
good illustrations along the way to help
every desperate preacher out of the miry
pit!
Thank you for the magazine and may
the Lord keep you blessing the wider
church.
Simon Manchester,
Rector, St Thomas’ Anglican Church,
North Sydney

Wright perspective

Tfocusing
hank you for your stimulating edition
on the current fresh readings of
Paul and his gospel. For those curious, a
relatively short transcript of an address by
Bishop Wright, both responding to the
controversies surrounding the “New
Perspectives” and setting out his own
position, can be found at http://
www.ntwrightpage.com/Wright_New_
Perspectives.htm.
Interestingly, Wright sees himself as “a
Reformed theologian, retaining … the
substance of Reformed theology while
moving some of the labels around in obedience to scripture – … a good Reformed
sort of thing to do”!
Duncan Andrews,
Newtown, NSW

National lack of style

IJunehaveAP,recently
been handed a copy of the
the contents of which I most
heartedly agree with, as “Holiness” is an
almost unheard-of theme emanating from
Christian pulpits these days.
But as a Presbyterian minister within a
few days of attaining my 90th birthday,
and, even though I have to say it myself,
one of the few from New Zealand who in
upbringing and personal conviction
believes in the authority of Scripture – the
Bible – I find some difficulty in interpret-
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ing the cover picture and its relationship
to holiness.
Is this a new meaning given to the
“sacrament” given by our Lord, as presented in the Gospels and Paul’s explanation in his letter to the Church at
Corinth?
I am wondering if the Australian
church, in this, has come to accepting
what seems to be a “national” style of
commemorating, even The Lord’s Supper.
Surely not!
Stewart W. Perry,
Hervey Bay, Qld

Quick non-fix

H
itting the headlines is the big news that
a US federal judge has ruled that cigarette
makers are liable for a decades-long conspiracy to hide the dangers of smoking.
This is a major step forward, and hopefully one that will have a flow on effect in
our country as well. Oh, that it would
convince people not to start in the first
place!
But are we also hoodwinked by those
who would also “deny, distort, and minimise the dangers” of another very profitable industry, namely the abortion
industry?
There are major research studies these
days to clearly show that abortion also has
many serious risks associated with it, and
here of course, I am only speaking of the
life of the mother and her wider family.
Abortion does not solve mental health
risks, but indeed causes them. The effects
are put in the same category as post-traumatic stress disorder, such as our Vietnam
vets may suffer from. There are physical
risks as well.
So much for many vulnerable women
and their families who are told that this is
a quick-fix solution! Who is going to call
this industry to account, or are we going
to allow many others to be hurt by this
conspiracy for decades also?
Jenny McDonald,
Wodonga

Who gets the glory?

Sconcern
tuart Perry and Peter Phillips express
for endorsement of Hillsong saying it is another Gospel (Letters, AP,
July). Is its influence on the church
destructive?
Is rock and roll the origin of this kind
of Church, with Christ added to it? Rock
has all the essentials of idolatry. It exalts

man and his passions. Remember what
rock and roll means; rocking sex in the
back of a car, then rolling away. It is not
creative but destructive.
With Hillsong type worship, you see
the singers and musicians pre-eminent,
even twice over, along with the minister,
on the big screen above. Generally the
songs are trite, with repetition pushing
out content but ever dominant, for “rock
rules”. But the Lord says, “My glory I will
not give to another” (Is. 42:8). Is God
glorified or the performers?
In traditional worship, utilising the
excellence of our culture, the musicians
are submissive, not centre stage, a servant
assisting the congregation by making a
sure sound. The congregation, hopefully,
sings with understanding (1 Cor. 14:15)
songs that have content, speaking of
mercy and judgment (Ps. 101:1). When
singers are out front they should have a
servant heart. Are they helping or hindering people singing to God. Are the songs
sung in the Spirit (1 Cor. 9:14), melodious
(Eph. 5:19), pleasant, joyful, (Ps. 67:4),
solemn, (Ps. 92:3), skilful, (Ps. 33:3),
excellent, (Phil. 1:10) and full of wisdom
(Ps. 47:7)?
We should be led by elders not children.
Neil Cadman,
Norman Park, Qld

PREZRA
School of
Theology
and PCA Ministries
In our 20/20 Vision for South Australia and
Adelaide, are you someone God is calling to
come and live in one of the 20 towns in SA
or one of the 20 suburbs in Adelaide to
work as a planter of a Gospel (House)
Church of the Presbyterian Church of SA?
You may need to come as a tent-maker and
complete training for acceptance as a PCA
Ministries Worker, and serve on a faith-andsupport basis of 2/3 of the weekly income
from the local Church ministry.
PREZRA offers free the ThA and advanced
Diploma of Theology (ThL) of the Australian
College of Theology; and a Home Missionary
Certificate (HMCertif) and PREZRA’s Diploma
of Biblical Studies for lay workers.
Contact: PREZRA / PCA Ministries
Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road,
Ingle Farm, S.A. 5098
(08) 83 95 78 41
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1 Presbytery of Melbourne North – 8
parishes and 2 home mission stations
totaling 10 congregations with about
695 c&a and yf 320 (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth), 1 hospital
chaplain, 1 theological teacher, 1 candidate, and 2 ministers under jurisdiction. Tony Parle clerk.
2 Pray that many men and women, perhaps some from your own congregation, will be called into service,
whether in the gospel ministry, home
and cross-cultural mission, deaconess
work or other avenues.
3 Len & Wendy from Reservoir,
Melbourne mission partners (APWM)
workers in the Middle East, in educational ministry with Red Sea Team.
4 Gosford parish NSW with about 220
c&a, 700 yf and 13 e; Maurie and
Helen Cropper.
5 Noosa-Tewantin congregation, Qld
Sunshine Coast, about to move into
their own new building – Keith
Mayers and Peter Barber.
6 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in CoolahDunedoo home mission station western NSW.
7 Shepparton parish Vic. including
Kyabram and Stanhope with about 80
c&a, 15 yf and 8 e; Kyung Rae and
Kilran (Sarah) Ee.
8 Hume (Greenvale) parish Northern
Melbourne with about 45 c&a, 25 yf
and 3 e; Scott Kroeger.
9 Tracey Croll from Epping, Sydney
mission partners (APWM) Worker in
Zambia, southern Africa as an adminstrator with SIM International.
10 Presbytery of Wagga Wagga 9 parishes
and 3 home mission stations totaling
32 congregations with about 1,870

11

12
13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

c&a and 415 yf, 1 deaconess, 1 retired
minister and 2 under jurisdiction.
Yvonne Forsyth clerk.
Robert and Lucy Quinn from
Campbelltown, NSW mission partners
(APWM) Workers training pastors in
PNG with Pioneers – and guidance
for future ministry.
Leederville parish Perth with about 50
c&a and 15 yf; Seong-Mo Byun.
Hawthorn parish Melbourne with
about 25 c&a, 15 yf and 4 e; Graham
and Janet Nicholson.
Manilla parish northern NSW including Somerton with about 100 c&a, 30
yf and 5 e; Andrew and Belinda
Satchell.
Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Ayr parish N Qld with about 70 c&a,
15 yf and 2 e.
Pray likewise for the Interim moderator, preachers and filling of the
vacancy in Epping parish northern
Sydney with about 565 c&a, 160 yf
and 33 e.
John and Lynette Ellis from Clarinda,
Melbourne mission partners (APWM)
workers at the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, Dehra Dun,
India.
Taree and Lower Manning parish
NSW north coast with about 175 c&a,
15 yf and 15 e; Paul and Elizabeth
Harris.
Chandra Smith from Stanthorpe, Qld
mission partners (APWM) worker in
Ecuador in rural health with SIM
International.
Presbytery of Gippsland Vic. – 3
parishes and 3 home mission stations
totaling 7 congregations with about
530 c&a and 120 yf, and 1 retired minister. Sabine Bruce clerk.

✃
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21 Dion and Annette Bremner from
Dalby, Qld mission partners (APWM)
workers in strategy and hospitality at
WEC Strathfield, Sydney.
22 In the national denominational period
of Prayer with fasting this week focus
on Christian values in all relationships
of both urban and rural life.
23 As Ramadan ends, pray that the Holy
Spirit will reveal the Lord Jesus to
many, many Muslims.
24 Brighton parish Melbourne with
about 60 c&a (communicants and
adherents) and 6 e (elders); Peter and
Yvonne Barclay.
25 The “Challenge of Islam” seminar at
the Assembly Hall, Melbourne today
and tomorrow.
26 The girls, staff and incoming principal,
Brian Savins, at Clayfield College,
Brisbane, a Presbyterian and Methodist
Schools Association college.
27 Western Australian General Assembly
at Peppermint Grove – moderator
(Stuart Bonnington), clerk, all officers, devotions, debates and decisions.
28 The Qld Kids’ Weekend camp (now)
and Jumpstart Schoolies camp (later)
– John Mansfield director.
29 As the national denominational period
of Prayer with fasting concludes, pray
that prayer will remain of high priority
in all our congregations.
30 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Bateman’s Bay
home mission station NSW South
coast with about 40 c&a and 2 e.
31 Praise the Lord of the Church for the
gospel truths brought to light again at
the Reformation and pray these
emphases will be powerfully asserted
anew.
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Books
Conversations with
the Voiceless
John Wessells
Michigan: Zondervan, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

JwhoohnareWessells
has a ministry to those
comatose and brain-damaged in
hospital wards. He carries this out by
reading, speaking, praying and singing and
playing Christian songs. He is not a
stranger to tragedy in his own life, and
knew the helplessness associated with
watching his young son, John Samuel, die
of cancer.
There are a number of amazing and
touching stories in this little volume. A
comatose man tapped his foot in perfect
time to Wessells’ guitar-playing, and
another young man later told Wessells
how he had become a Christian while in a
coma, and had heard every word that
Wessells had said and sung to him. A murderer on death row in Illinois became a
Christian, and gave every support and
encouragement to Wessells’ work. Music,
says Wessells, is “one of the languages of
the voiceless”.
Conversations with the Voiceless:
Finding God’s Love in Life’s Hardest
Questions is a potent reminder of the God
who stoops down to the lowliest, and
exalts them to the highest places in His
kingdom. It is a most heart-warming
book, complete with a foreword by Joni
Eareckson Tada.

O
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woman. The support of Susannah sustained her famous husband through his
brilliant but at times turbulent and desperate years of ministry. Though often ill
and unable to attend church with him, she
was there when he returned to the haven
of his home.
I especially enjoyed the story of the
book fund Susannah established, a fund
that enabled many ministers and missionaries to read books of great value in their
work. This fund began in 1875 when
Charles Spurgeon finished the first volume of his Lectures to My Students. Upon
reading the proof Susannah expressed the
desire that “every minister in England”
could have this book. Out of her housekeeping this fund began. In 1883 the free
distribution of books that year had
increased to 11,351 – all by unsolicited
funds from many donors and sacrificial
giving of time, money and energy on the
part of Susannah aided by Charles.
The Banner of Truth Trust itself, of
course, assists Christian workers in parts
of the world who cannot afford the prices
we can to have access to books otherwise
beyond their reach. May people in
Australia be motivated by reading of
Susannah Spurgeon to be involved in the
ministry of making quality books available
to all!
Her morning devotions show a woman
of deep faith. The times of communion
with God were an essential in her life and
gave her strength to deal with illness in
herself and in her husband. These devotions reveal a thankful and wondering
relationship between herself and her
Maker. Their focus is her Lord.
Mignon Goswell is the manager of PTC
Media at the Presbyterian Theological
College, Melbourne.

Peter Barnes is AP books editor.

Free Grace and
Dying Love

Morning Devotions
by Susannah Spurgeon
Charles Ray
Banner of Truth Trust, 2006.
Reviewed by Mignon Goswell.

Tdevotions
his two-part book contains 24 morning
by Susannah Spurgeon, previously published as A Carillon of Bells,
together with a brief biography of her life
written in 1903. Through it we are
reminded of the old but true saying that
behind every great man stands a great

Father, Forgive Us

fulfill the mandate of Romans 1:16 properly. The section on “Can theology survive after Auschwitz?” is very thoughtprovoking.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots Kirk,
Fremantle.

Toxic Churches

Marc Dupont
Tonbridge: Sovereign World, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

TSpiritual
oxic Churches: Restoration from
Abuse is not altogether an easy
book to evaluate. Dupont himself is so
lacking in discernment that he is glad to
have been part of the so-called Toronto
Blessing wherein the fruit of the Spirit was
perceived to be the same as laughing gas.
He writes of spiritual women who appear
to “flow somewhat in the prophetic”,
which makes it sound like there is some
kind of happy hunting ground for
prophetesses, between Jezebel (Rev. 2)
and Miriam (Ex. 15).
For all that, there is a real problem of
heavy-handed leadership in many
churches, including Reformed churches.
There are flashes of insight throughout
the book, including chapter 9 on “The
Classic Warning Signs”. Dupont cites a
friend of his, Ron Allen, on the tactics of
Satan: “If the enemy can’t get you
through starving you with failure, he
gets you by stampeding you with success.” Dupont is also aware that the
opposite problem also exists – there are
churches where the leadership is simply
spineless.
Blessed is the church where the one
teacher is Christ and all are brothers
(Matt. 23:8-10), and there is no need for
human teachers because all have the
anointing (1 John 2:27)!

Fred Wright
Monarch Books, 2002.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

SChurch’s
ub-titled A Christian Response to the
Heritage of Jewish Persecution,
this is a serious book dealing with a very
shameful and dreadful subject – the widespread “Christian” anti-semitism that has
done such damage to the ability of the
church to bear testimony to Jewish people that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s
Messiah.
Our negative history towards the Jews
must be faced and turned from if we are to
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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A time to grieve
But, for Christians, joy comes in the morning.

T

he book of Ecclesiastes tells us
that there is a time for everything,
including a time to be born and a
time to die, a time to weep and a
time to laugh, as well as a time to mourn
and a time to dance (Eccles. 3:1-8). There
will come times in the life of every person
when he or she will grieve over the death
of a treasured friend or family member. At
times this grief may seem well-nigh overwhelming. How do we fit this in with
believing in Him who is the resurrection
and the life?
It is Christian to grieve. One occasionally meets Christians who seem to maintain that it is somehow not spiritual to
grieve. They consider that belief in the
resurrection promises compels them to
try to feel joyful when a Christian dies.
That is more Stoic than Christian, and
more unnatural than spiritual.
David writes: “I went about mourning
as though for my friend or brother. I
bowed my head in grief as though weeping for my mother” (Ps. 35:14). He is not
confessing sin, but pointing out how
much he cared for his enemies – he
prayed, fasted, and grieved for them when
they were ill. When godly king Josiah was
killed in 609 BC, all Judah and Jerusalem
mourned for him, and Jeremiah composed laments for him (2 Chron. 35:2425). When Epaphroditus nearly died and
then recovered, Paul gave thanks to God
that He had spared him and Paul himself,
who would have suffered “sorrow upon
sorrow” had Epaphroditus died (Phi.
2:27).

W

hen Ezekiel’s wife dies, he is told
not to lament or weep, but that is to
illustrate that the Israelites ought not to
mourn when God destroyed the temple
(Ezek. 24:15-27). Ezekiel was to act in an
exceptional way because God was about
to act in an exceptional way. Similarly,
Jesus told the people who had gathered at
the home of Jairus’ dead daughter to “stop
wailing” (Luke 9:52). This was not a
rebuke so much as a preparation for wonderful comfort. Jesus was about to raise
the dead girl to life.
When Joy Davidman died, C. S. Lewis
famously wrote in A Grief Observed:

Peter
Barnes
“Her absence is like the sky, spread over
everything.” It is the record of his struggles with faith and suffering. In 1790 John
Newton’s beloved wife Mary died, and
Newton wrote that “the world seemed to
die with her”. These men were not betraying the faith in so doing. Death is an awful
thing. At the tomb of Lazarus, whom He
loved, the Lord of glory wept (John
11:35).

There is real
pain in grief –
someone has
passed from
time to
eternity, and
heaven or hell
has been
opened up.
Having said this, it is also possible to
grieve in a way that loses sight of both
God and our fellow human beings. When
Jacob thought that Joseph was dead, he
refused to be comforted (Gen. 37:34-35).
David’s grief over the death of his son
Absalom was so intense that he could not
carry out his public duties as king until
Joab rebuked him (2 Sam. 18:33-19:1-8).
In Leviticus 19:28 God forbids His
people to cut their bodies for the dead.
Derek Tidball thinks that this refers only
to the worship of ancestors, but Gordon
Wenham is correct in connecting it also to
pagan mourning rites. Those who believe
in the God who has power over death
should not wail and cut themselves as
though death ended it all. Paul tells the
Thessalonian Christians that they are not
to grieve like the rest of men, who have no
hope (1 Thess.4:13). Sorrow is allowed.
We are not to trivialise death, and pretend that it is really nothing to worry
about. Nor are we to make believe, as at
the funerals for Princess Diana and Kerry
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Packer, that all go to heaven, regardless of
their standing before God. The media have
their favourites but God has His elect.
There is real pain in grief – someone
has passed from time to eternity, and
heaven or hell has been opened up. As
David sought God for the ailing son born
of his adulterous union with Bathsheba,
he prayed, wept and fasted with deep
emotion. But when the child died, he was
realistic, knowing that the child would not
return to him but one day he would die
and go to be with the child (2 Sam. 12:16,
18, 23). Grief for the Christian is real but
it is not the only ingredient in the mix.
The Bible holds out no hope for those
who die outside of Christ, but it holds out
a glorious hope for those who die in
Christ. In 1860 Andrew Bonar’s son –
also called Andrew – died. Bonar looked
to the resurrection: “O to see him come
with Christ, to recognise that sweet,
sweet voice amid the company of the
redeemed!” Four years later, Bonar’s wife,
Isabella died. The grieving husband and
father wrote in his diary: “I have been
thinking of her in glory, perhaps with little Andrew beside her, and how they will
meet me!”

I

n glory the Christian will become like
Christ – without sin – for we shall see
Him as He is (1 John 3:2). In addition, as
J. C. Ryle comments: “Surely next to the
thought of seeing Christ in heaven, there
is no more blessed and happy thought
than that of seeing one another.” Then,
for all who have turned from sin to trust
in Christ alone, death will be swallowed
up in victory.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
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