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Hedonism, rather than holiness, has become the
mark of the Western church.  We are obsessed with
pleasure.  Scores of Christians today live with the
delusion that we are born to be happy.  Indeed,

many believe that happiness is our inalienable right.  The
result has been that we have reinterpreted the gospel as a
message that is principally meant to bring us peace, afflu-
ence and security. 

But is the pursuit of happiness a legitimate biblical ideal?
While few challenge our right to be happy, perhaps we should
ask the question: is it realistic for sinners living under God’s
curse to think that happiness is a right? The answer should be
self-evident. In a fallen world fleeing from God it would be
strange if our personal happiness was God’s first concern. It
is more likely that God would want to remedy the spiritual
corruption that plagues our existence and leaves all our rela-
tionships in ruins. Interestingly, this is precisely what we find.
Holiness, not happiness, is God’s first priority: “It is God’s
will that you should be holy … for God did not call you to be
impure, but to live a holy life” (1 Thess. 4:3, 7).

If holiness is to be the Christian’s longing, then we need
to understand how to attain it. It is not simply a matter of
keeping a list of legalistic dos and don’ts. Holiness begins in
the heart when the Spirit of God transforms our dispositions
and desires. Once believers’ hearts are cleansed by the purify-
ing blood of Christ, we begin to hate sin without exception
and delight in the prospect of growing in likeness to God.
Holiness is an expression of God’s purity and the beauty of
His moral excellence. It is an attractive, endearing and beau-
tiful quality (Psalm 29:2; 96:9).

It is time to realise that a commitment to evangelical truth
is useless without a desire to live a devout and holy life. Not
only do we fail to please God – “without holiness no one will
see the Lord” – but our witness is compromised in the eyes
of the world. If there is one thing that brings true religion
into contempt, it is an absence of holiness on the part of
believers (Rom. 2:24). In this issue we invite readers to reded-
icate themselves to the pursuit of holiness.

Peter Hastie ap
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Dr Joel Beeke is the pastor of The
Heritage Reformed
Congregation, Grand Rapids,
Michigan. He is also the presi-

dent of Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, where he spends the bulk of his
time teaching homiletics, systematic the-
ology and a few additional courses.

Dr Beeke also edits the magazine,
Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth, and runs
an organisation called Reformation
Heritage Books which sells discount
books to people all over the world. He is
the author of several books, a number of
which focus on the subject of a
Christian’s sanctification. One of the
major projects he is presently working on
is the Complete Works of William Perkins
in a six-volume contemporary English
edition.

Dr Beeke holds a PhD from
Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia in
Reformation and Post-Reformation his-
tory. He and his wife Mary have three
children, Calvin, Esther and Lydia. 

How high a priority should the pur-
suit of holiness have among believ-

ers? Is it possible, for example, to
worry too much about doctrinal cor-
rectness and not worry enough about
godliness?

Well, I think the Christian is supposed
to dedicate his whole life to God – head,
heart and hands. What I mean by that is
that there’s an intellectual component, as
well as an experiential and practical com-
ponent to Christian holiness. As far as I
can see, the Scriptures promote all three.
All are vital. 

The old Presbyterians used to say,
“Truth is in order to godliness”.  You can’t
have a truly godly life if you don’t have
sound doctrine behind it. On the other
hand, I think you can have some very
sound doctrine and still live licentiously.
This explains why Christian holiness is an
outgrowth of God-centred thinking, feel-
ing and doing.

The Scriptures make holiness a priority.

For example, 1 Peter 1:16 says: “Be holy
for I am holy.” God exhorts us to a life of
holiness based on conformity to Himself.
Paul also instructs the Thessalonians, “for
God did not call us to be impure, but to
live a holy life” (1 Thess. 4:7). The author
of Hebrews writes, “follow peace with all
men in holiness without which no man
shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). So the
believer who does not diligently cultivate
holiness will neither have much genuine
assurance of his own salvation, nor will he
be obeying the apostles’ call to seek it.

How are we meant to understand a
believer’s growth in holiness? Some
preachers in fundamentalist churches
describe holiness in terms of women
forgoing make-up, low-cut dresses
and jeans and they say that men
should stop drinking, gambling and
swearing. Is that what it means to be
holy?

No, certainly not. While true holiness
does mean modesty and sobriety in every
area of life – Paul does emphasise that a
great deal in his epistles – true holiness is
obviously much more than that. I like to
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God’s first priority
True holiness is the call to dedicate one’s entire life to God.

Joel Beeke
talks to
Peter Hastie
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think of true holiness as a call to dedicate
one’s entire life to God – in Sunday wor-
ship, in your private devotion to God, in
the confidentiality of your home, in the
competitiveness of your occupation, in
the pleasures of social friendship, in rela-
tionship with your un-evangelised neigh-
bours, and in your love and compassion
towards the world’s hungry and unem-
ployed. So I believe it’s a comprehensive
call that looks at the whole of life. 

The danger of defining holiness as
something external is that when you do
that you lose sight of the heart of holiness.
Holiness is more than a list of dos and
don’ts. It is a life to be lived in conformity
with the character of God who said: “Be
holy as I am holy.”  I see holiness as a com-
mitment to be conformed to each of the
persons of the Godhead – to the character
of God as Father as He has manifested
Himself in His law and gospel, to Jesus
Christ the Son into whose image I am to
be conformed, and to the Holy Spirit who
thinks God’s thoughts after Him by
revealing them in the Holy Scriptures.

When you use the word “holy” what
do you mean?

Holiness really means two things: first,
it refers to separation; then, it means con-
secration. When you consider God’s holi-
ness, for example, which is holiness par
excellence, God is seen to be wholly sepa-
rate from His creation in the sense that
He is “other” than creation – there is a
Creator/creature distinction – He is per-
fectly separate, perfectly holy, from every-
thing else. 

At the same time, God is positively
holy in that He is absolutely perfect and
good. His holiness is, as one of the
Puritans said, “the glittering of all His
attributes”. Holiness shines through every
attribute in which God consecrates
Himself to that which is right, good and
true. And so, when we are holy our think-
ing is entirely separate from a worldly way
of thinking. We become consecrated to
God with our whole way of life.

Luther once said in The Bondage of
the Will that mistaken views of sin
will lead the Christian astray at every
other point in his thinking. How
important is it to accurately under-
stand the nature and effects of sin
when talking about holiness?

It’s extremely important. When I think
of how important it is to understand sin I
think back to the medieval period and to
Anselm’s classic work on the atonement,
Cur Deus Homo. In the book there is a

dialogue with a man he names “Bozo”.
Bozo asks him all kinds of questions and,
of course, Anselm knows all the answers.
At one point Bozo asks about why this
doctrine of God’s holiness has to be so
strict and so comprehensive and Anselm
responds by saying, “Bozo, your problem
is that you have not yet realised the great
weight of sin”.  Anselm was right.

I don’t think you can understand the
comprehensive call to holiness until
you’ve understood the comprehensive
devastation that sin has caused in the
world.  The damage sin has caused in
Adam as well as in our own lives is tragic.
For a Christian, sin is actually insanity
because the
believer has no
business sinning
against his lov-
ing Saviour. So
sin is a very seri-
ous problem.
Christians need
to grow in grace
by learning to
understand the
heinousness of
sin. It’s only
when believers realise how wicked and
perverse sin is that they will flee to Christ
as their sanctification and redemption.

What is it about the nature of sin and
its effects that any true doctrine of
sanctification needs to take hold of? 

Any doctrine of sanctification or call to
holiness which glosses over the serious-
ness of sin as commonly happens today is
going to be superficial and only partially
effective.  The simple truth is that when
sin is viewed superficially, holiness is also
viewed in the same light. Usually this
means that it takes on the character of a
list of dos and don’ts that the denomina-
tion or the local church has approved.  But
holiness is far more radical than that. It
involves a whole of life commitment – to
live my entire life for the glory of God.
After all, that’s why God has put us here
on earth – we are here to live for God’s
pleasure. It involves the consecration of
our hearts, minds and wills. A doctrine of
sanctification must address this issue of
sin in the heart. A list of dos and don’ts
doesn’t do that.

Some biblical passages seem to sug-
gest that holiness is a gift which is
given at once while others seem to
suggest it is something we attain by
degrees. How do we put the two
together?

I think Professor John Murray of
Westminster Seminary brought some use-
ful clarity to this kind of tension in the
New Testament when he made a distinc-
tion between what theologians call “defin-
itive sanctification” and “progressive sanc-
tification”. By definitive sanctification he
was referring to our status of sanctifica-
tion before God. The moment a believer is
born again, not only is he justified, but he
is also in-principle sanctified (1 Cor. 1:31).

However, there are other texts such as
Hebrews 12 and Philippians 3 which deal
with the believer’s battle for holiness –
how he struggles to attain  and cultivate it.
Theologians have made a number of
attempts to express the relationship
between the believer’s status and condi-
tion before God that are of historic note.
Luther made a notable contribution when
he said we are simultaneously righteous
and also sinners. So we’re righteous in
Christ and we also enter a state of sancti-
fication; yet, at the same time, we’re still
sinners and have to struggle in pursuit of
holiness.  That’s why Paul prays that the
Thessalonians may be sanctified “wholly”.
There still remains something to be
accomplished (1 Thessalonians 5:23). So
although we receive our “in-principle”
sanctification when we become
Christians, our sanctification has yet to be
realised “in-life”. This explains why
growth in holiness must always follow
regeneration. To summarise then: sanctifi-
cation is something we have before God
in Christ as believers and we must culti-
vate in the strength of Christ. Our status
in holiness is conferred; our condition in
holiness must be pursued. So believers are
called to be in life what they already are in
principle by grace.

When Peter says “Be holy for the
Lord is holy” he’s obviously encour-
aging us to pursue likeness to God.
But precisely where do we look to
find this? Do we look to the law, or to
the life of Christ, or to the attributes
of God?

All of the above. I think holiness needs
to be seen in a Trinitarian framework
where we think of imitating the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. 

When God says “be holy for I am
holy” I think He wants us to imitate Him
as Father – as one who is separated and
consecrated. We are meant to be like our
heavenly Father in righteousness, holiness
and in integrity. That means we are to
strive to be of the same character as God.
The Puritan Stephen Charnock wrote
this: “This is the prime way of honouring

Holiness is
more than a list
of dos and
don’ts. It is a
life to be lived
in conformity
with the char-
acter of God.
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God – not by elevated admirations or elo-
quent expressions or pompous services
for Him; rather we glorify Him when we
aspire to converse with Him with
unstained spirits and to live for Him by
living like Him.” 

Second, holiness is a call to be con-
formed to the image of Christ. This is a
favourite Pauline theme, “let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 2:5). Christ was humbled; Christ
was willing to give up His rights to obey
God and serve sinners. So Paul is saying, if
you’re going to be holy, you have to be
like-minded with the Lord Jesus. And
that, of course, is the lifelong challenge of
a Christian. We’re always looking to
Christ for holiness – He’s the fountain of
holiness and path to it. We don’t need
another path; we just have to strive to
walk along that path. Augustine put it
well when he said, “It’s better to limp on
the path of holiness in Christ than it is to
run outside of that path.” Calvin said
something similar: “Set Christ before you
as the mirror of sanctification and then
seek grace to mirror Him in His image.”
And so the Christian is involved in an
unending pursuit to be more like Christ.
Paul sums it up well when he says that we
have been “predestined to be conformed
to the image of the Son” (Rom. 8:29). 

Finally, holiness also involves submis-
sion to the mind of the Holy Spirit. Paul
makes that clear in Rom 8:6 where he
actually divides everyone into two cate-
gories – those who are controlled by their
sinful natures and those who follow after
the Spirit. The Spirit shows us our need
for holiness, implanting desires in us for

it, making us more Christ-like and then
providing strength for us to live a holy life
by His own indwelling influences. He
does this through our use of the means of
grace.

Are the Ten Commandments impor-
tant in setting before us the way of
holiness?

Yes, the law plays a major role in culti-
vating holiness in us. The law is like a

fence to corral us
into God’s path-
ways. I was
preaching once in
Fort Macleod,
Alberta, and
when I woke up
in the morning
the people were
very upset and in
tears. I asked,
“What’s hap-
pened?” They
said, “We left our

gate open by accident last night and one
of the horses escaped early in the morning
and crossed the road. Just at that moment
the horse ran in front of a car and the
young driver was killed.” This tragedy
reminds me of an important spiritual prin-
ciple: when we don’t use the law to guide
us today, that is, after we’ve received grace
in Christ, we’re fenceless. The law is
meant to protect and direct us as we seek
to please God. 

I believe every one of the Ten
Commandments is aiming at a whole
sphere of sins when it targets one in par-
ticular. For example, the command not to

commit adultery gives us guidelines for
the sphere of marriage and other relation-
ships; the command not to steal provides
us with guidelines for how we are to treat
other people’s property and so on. 

I know that when Calvin came along
and promoted the law as a guide to holi-
ness (what we call the “third use of the
law”), scholars have said ever since that
that was contrary to Luther. But in my
studies of Luther, I have found that while
Luther believed that the primary use of
the Law was to convict us of sin, he nev-
ertheless taught the law was also meant to
guide us into holiness. We see this in his
catechism and other writings. He taught
that the law’s like a stick; God first uses it
to beat us to Christ, and then He puts it
in our hand so that we can use it as a cane
to walk onward in our Christian journey.
This is all Calvin meant by it. In fact the
Protestant who first referred to the “third
use” of the Law was Philip Melanchthon –
Luther’s right-hand man. Calvin simply
picked up Melanchthon’s terminology
and then developed it.

However, Calvin certainly developed
the idea that the law’s main place in the
Christian life was as a guide to holiness. So
by the time the Heidelberg Catechism is
written in 1563, the exposition of the law
in it takes place over 11 out of 52 Lord’s
Days, so it represents a huge section in the
catechism on Christian life and gratitude.
However, the Law’s function of convict-
ing us of sin is only found on Lord’s Day
No 2.  So that’s the balance that Calvin
has left us.

The Puritans followed Calvin’s lead
and paid a lot of attention to spelling out
the meaning and application of the law. I
think they were on the right track, but it’s
important not to treat their writings in a
very legalistic sense. They realised that
Christian obedience was a work of the
Spirit in conformity to the law. I think
that any Christian who really wants to live
for the glory of God wants to know what
pleases and what angers God. And I think
the Law helps us to that end. 

Of course, the law can never justify us
because we break it as sinners. Yet Christ
has become our justification because He
has obeyed the Law perfectly on our
behalf. Nevertheless, in terms of our sanc-
tification we still owe allegiance to the
Law. This means that the Law should be
seen as a friend and not as an enemy in liv-
ing the Christian life. 

What’s the goal of the sanctified life?
What should be the burning ambition
of a person who wants to be holy?

6 •  A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N   June 2006

The Law
should be seen

as a friend
and not as 

an enemy in 
living the

Christian life.



A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N   June 2006 •  7

The burning ambition of a person who
wants to be holy is Soli Deo Gloria – to
live totally for God. But the Bible does
not present one, simple aim in pursuing
holiness. The goal for holiness is multifac-
eted and the Bible gives us a number of
goals. It calls us to Christ-likeness;
another goal is that holiness is meant to
give evidence of our justification and our
election in Christ. Those who are justified
will walk the King’s highway of holiness.
It demonstrates that they are saved.

Holiness also promotes assurance.
John tells us that in 1 John 2:3 and 3:19.
And another important goal of holiness is
to purify us. Paul says in Titus 1:15: “Unto
the pure all things are pure, but to those
who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is
pure”. Again, holiness is essential for
effective service to God. And true
Christians want to be service-oriented;
that’s part of their new nature. Paul con-
nects sanctification and usefulness
together in 2 Timothy 2:21: “If a man shall
purify himself from these things he shall
be a vessel unto honour sanctified and
ready for the Master’s use and prepared
for every good work.” Finally, holiness fits
us for heaven. Hebrews 12:14 says:
“Pursue holiness without which no man
shall see the Lord.”

John the Baptist said that the baptism
with which Jesus would baptise His
followers was a baptism of Spirit and
of fire. What happens in Christians’
lives when they are baptised with the
Holy Spirit? Does it have any effect
on their moral life? 

Well, there’s a great debate in Church
history on the precise meaning of the
expression, “baptism in the Holy Spirit”.
Does it apply to every single believer from
the moment of regeneration? Or does it
refer to a subsequent experience that a
believer has at some later point in the
process of sanctification? 

I think Paul makes it clear in 1
Corinithians 12:13 that every believer is
baptised with the Holy Spirit from the
moment of regeneration. He says we
“were all baptised by one Spirit into one
body”. It is a universal experience among
Christians. It’s for Jews and Greeks, slaves
and free. One group within the church is
not more privileged than another when it
comes to baptism with the Spirit.

What happens when we are baptised in
the Spirit? Well, there’s a new joy that
enters a person’s life, there’s a new liberty,
there’s a new sense of peace with God. Of
course, many believers can backslide and
fall into spiritual doldrums, and so forth.

At the same time, believers can also make
great leaps forward in their sanctification
when the Holy Spirit manifests Christ in
rich and personal ways to them. At such
times, believers become more conscious
in their own souls of the indwelling Spirit
so that they can say with more assurance,
“I am baptised by the Holy Spirit”. One
consequence of the baptism of the Spirit is
that believers will have a profound sense
of Christian joy. The Spirit leads us into a
deeper sense of communion with the
Father and the Son. As the Psalmist says:
“In Your presence is fullness of joy.”

Second, when I live in the conscious-
ness that I’m baptised with the Holy
Spirit I have an abiding joy. And finally,
the baptism of the Spirit gives me a sense
of anticipated joy. When I experience the

Spirit’s baptism, I really long to be with
God and enjoy Him forever in the world
to come.

God commands the Christian to be
filled with the Spirit. How does that
fit in with our sanctification – what
does it mean for us to be “filled with
the Spirit”?

To be “filled with the Spirit” means to
come under the complete control of the
Spirit. If a person is filled with alcohol
they are under the control of it. Likewise
to be filled with the Spirit means to be
controlled by the Spirit. This means that
we will be more conscious of the Spirit
and of His ways and purposes.

However, the Spirit is also sovereign
and so we cannot dictate the degree of fill-
ing that a person experiences. Some peo-
ple may be more devout in many ways,
but may not receive as much conscious-
ness of the filling of the Spirit as another
person. But, as a general rule, those who
persist in high levels of obedience, in high
levels of diligent, prayerful use of the
means of grace will obtain high levels of
the filling of the Spirit and have high lev-
els of assurance.

Is there any connection between peo-
ple’s emotional state and their attain-
ment of holiness?

Holiness doesn’t have a 1:1 correlation
with emotion. However, I think it’s
important to point out that this doesn’t
mean that there is no relationship between
the two. 

It’s not uncommon for people in
Reformed circles to go to the extreme of
saying that content is the only thing that
matters. But I think when a preacher leads
a service he needs to have his heart in it as
well as his mind. This doesn’t mean that
he tries to work on emotions for emo-
tions’ sake. God wants to engage the
whole person – body, mind, emotions and
spirit. Of course, this begins to happen
when God addresses us at the level of the
mind. The preacher must first appeal to
the intellect, but he should also strive to
reach our affections as well. He does that
by applying the Word and by showing its
sweetness and its exhortations so that it
bears on our consciences. I certainly do
not want to divorce or distance holiness
from our emotions, but at the same time I
do not want to be understood as saying
that “the more emotional I am, the more
the Spirit’s there”. The point that I want
to make is that knowledge of the Gospel
should inflame our hearts with love for
God and a desire for holiness. 

When John the Baptist taught that
Christ would baptise with the Spirit
and fire, did that mean, as some of
John Wesley’s followers taught, that a
believer’s indwelling sin is purged
away?

No, I think Wesley was mistaken at
this point. I think that Romans 7 makes it
clear that Paul is speaking as a Christian in
chapter 7:14-25. I believe that the
Christian challenge of sanctification lies
particularly in the whole area of battling
indwelling sin and particularly what the
Puritans called their “besetting sins” or
“darling sins”. Sometimes Christians have
to struggle against particular lusts or sins
that beset them. God uses these things to
make us more dependent on Him for his
grace and attaining our sanctification.

Wesleyans and others who teach a
brand of perfectionism are all guilty of
minimising the inward character of sin.
When you see sin in mainly external
terms, it’s not too hard to think that
you’re doing rather well in living a very
“holy” and “perfect” life, just as the rich
young ruler did. He thought he was doing
very well in terms of practising holiness –
he said of his obedience, “all these things I

When you 
see sin as 
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problem of 
the heart, you
understand
better that the
Christian life
is one of spiri-
tual warfare.



have kept from my youth up”. 
However, when you see sin as primar-

ily a problem of the heart, I think you
understand better that the Christian life is
a life of spiritual warfare. This explains
why we need all the Christian armour that
Paul presents us with in Ephesians 6. We
need every last piece of it to fight the bat-
tle against indwelling sin. Bunyan calls it
“the holy war”.

Wesley also claimed that Christians
could experience perfect love and
holiness in this life. Does the Bible
support his claim? 

No, I don’t think it does. However, I
do think there are times when a believer
can experience extraordinary measures of
love and holiness. It’s at times like this
that a Christian feels totally dedicated to
the Lord and can think that God has given
him an all-consuming passion to live
solely for His glory. These can be won-
derful times in a Christian’s life. 

But even in those moments of intense
commitment there still lurks in our sub-
conscious remnants of selfishness, unbe-
lief, and sin. We can think that we have
got rid of them, but they are still there. It
doesn’t take very long for them to mani-
fest themselves once again. So no. Wesley
was mistaken because indwelling sin
remains with the Christian. Paul makes
that very clear in Romans 7:14-25. John
Bunyan has an interesting portion in his
book, The Holy War, where he talks about
a time of great joy and love in man’s soul

– unbelief could be found nowhere. But
in the next paragraph he says that after
some time Mr Unbelief came out of hid-
ing and Mansoul discovered that all the
while he was lurking beneath the stairway,
waiting for another opportunity to come
out.

I think the point here is that there are
times in our communion with God that
we feel so lifted up that we actually forget
about ourselves. 

Charles Finney,
the famous
19th century
r e v i v a l i s t ,
seems to sug-
gest that
Christian sanc-
tification is all
about our own
moral effort.
God’s part is
simply to reveal
the way; our
part is to do it.

What is God’s part in the process?
I have already quoted Luther who said,

“Christ in us equals sanctification”.
Luther was simply drawing our attention
to 1 Corinthians 1:30, “You are in Christ
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom
from God – that is, our righteousness,
sanctification and redemption.” So Christ
is our sanctification – our strength comes
from Him through His indwelling Spirit.
Apart from the Holy Spirit’s indwelling in

me, I will never be able to sanctify myself.
So Finney is dead wrong when he says
that sanctification is all about our moral
effort. 

The area where Finney is closer to the
truth is when he maintains that sanctifica-
tion takes real effort on our part. When
the Spirit works in us, He doesn’t do all
the work for us. He gives us the energy
and motivation we need, but we must do
the work as God works in us, “to will and
to do His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). The
combination of God’s work and ours is
extremely important – we must realise
that Christ is our strength by the Spirit
and so when we sanctify ourselves we do
so in dependence on the Spirit. 

The difficult thing about growing in
holiness is that the more sanctified we
become through striving for perfection in
reliance on the Spirit, the more we realise
how unholy we are. I think I can best
explain it by asking you to imagine a
woman polishing furniture in a room
where the sun is not shining. When she’s
finished she thinks she’s got all the dust,
but when the sun shines into the room it
seems to be dirtier than when she began.
Actually, it’s not – it just looks that way
because the sun is so bright. Similarly, the
more holy we become the more we’re
brought into God’s presence, and there-
fore the more unholy we feel. A lot of
people get mixed up on this point. They
have a shallow view of sanctification and
think, “ooh, I’m getting more and more
holy”. 

But a more biblical view of sanctifica-
tion causes people to say “Christ must
increase, but I must decrease”. It’s only
when that happens that I am really grow-
ing in holiness. 

What do you say to fellow-Christians
who are really wrestling with beset-
ting sins?

Well, I’d certainly use a number of dif-
ferent approaches. I guess I’d first want to
talk to the person about his relationship
with God. This is often the heart of the
problem. If a tree is bearing bad fruit we
need to investigate what is at the root of
that tree – his spiritual standing with God
– his perception of sin – the reasons
behind his backsliding. 

I would also then get very practical and
give him homework assignments on a
number of subjects. For instance, let’s
assume a guy is addicted to internet porn.
I would begin by explaining that when we
are confronted with sin we have one of
two options as Ralph Erskine said: “fight
or flight.” We need to remember that if we
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are weak in a certain area, then we must
flee the sin. So I would ask him to make a
commitment to abandon the internet
altogether for a period of time or only use
it in a controlled setting when his wife or
some accountability partner is present. In
the beginning I imagine he wouldn’t be
strong enough to trust himself if left alone
on the net.

Next, I would counsel him about the
sanctity of marriage and the importance
of living in purity. I would certainly
remind him of his obligations to God and
his wife under the seventh command-
ment. So there’s a host of things to be
done with that kind of problem which are
practical, theological, and spiritual. But
certainly he needs an accountability group
to work with him apart from me as the
pastor. I think I would also need to work
with his wife if he was married. It’s a com-
plex matter and one that would have to be
dealt with at a number of levels.

How do you counsel young
Christians about growing in holi-
ness?

First, I explain to them that if they have
been saved through Christ they are
already positionally holy in Him and so
what they must now do is live out what
they already are in Christ. I remind them

that the Holy Spirit has provided the
means to do that and then I outline to
them what those means are.

I always begin by reminding them of
the importance of the regular reading of
Scripture. It’s important to have a regular
diet of Bible-reading each day. Further, I
would encour-
age them to
undertake a
detailed study of
the Bible. It’s
important for
them to engage
with the text in a
serious way. For
example, if the
person was read-
ing from
Proverbs I
would tell him to read one proverb at a
time and pray over it in order to under-
stand and apply it. On the other hand, if
he was reading from one of the major
prophets like Ezekiel, I would counsel
him to read a couple of chapters at a time.
I would also probably offer him a couple
of good commentaries as guides. I’d
encourage him to meditate upon the text
and then pray over it. I would certainly
encourage him to memorise the Bible as
well.

I would certainly be encouraging
him to fellowship with God’s people
and to talk about spiritual things with
other young people.  Of course, that
would mean that he would come to
church regularly and apply to become a
member. I would also help him to listen
to sermons, to make notes on them, to
meditate over them and then to pray
over what he learns. I would help him
to see how the Holy Spirit uses the
preaching to really strengthen his spiri-
tual life.

The other thing I would do would be
to remind him of the importance of the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to
strengthen his faith. As Robert Bruce, the
Scottish preacher, once said, “we don’t get
a different Christ and different form of
grace in the sacrament but sometimes we
get Christ better”. The Lord’s Supper is
another means of grace that complements
the sermon. Calvin made the point that in
the sacraments God is just coming a step
lower than in the sermon to show us in a
visible way His love to us.

You can contact Dr Joel Beeke at
jrbeeke@aol.com. His website can be found
at www.heritagebooks.org and orders for
books can be placed via email at
orders@heritagebooks.org.  ap
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In the 17th century it’s estimated that
50 per cent of people died under the
age of eight. There were no pain-
killers back then. One simply had to

live with the toothache, backache, or
headache. John Owen, the leading Puritan
theologian of that era, had 11 children but
only one survived teenage years. Can you
imagine having to deal with such grief? 

It was in this context of suffering that
the Puritans generally, and John Owen
particularly, developed a robust under-
standing of holiness. How can Christians
find the motivation for holiness when
shackled with pain, whether physical or
emotional? Let’s look at John Owen’s
take on this.

One of the usual problems when talk-
ing about Puritans is the inevitable preju-
dice against them. They are often
(wrongly) portrayed as a bunch of overly
introspective killjoys, whose teaching was
fundamentally opposed to Calvin’s.
However, Puritans like John Owen, are
finally beginning to be appreciated for
who they are: towering theologians.
Indeed, Dr John Webster, the Professor
of Divinity and Religious Studies at the
University of Aberdeen, and widely
acclaimed interpreter of Karl Barth,
believes Owen is the greatest theologian
England has produced. 

There are two reasons for this develop-
ment in Puritan scholarship. First, the
period of Protestant Orthodoxy (1565-
1725), in which the Puritans are
ensconced, is finally being freed from all
sorts of highly prejudiced interpretations.
And second, the Puritans are being stud-
ied and understood in their proper histor-
ical context.

Many past Christians and Christian
movements have left important legacies
for us today. The Cappadocian Fathers
left us a rich understanding of the Trinity.
Augustine bequeathed to us the biblical
notion of grace. The Reformation gave us
the five “alones”: Christ alone, grace
alone, faith alone, Scripture alone, and to

God alone be the
glory. Jonathan
Edwards handed
on a robust theol-
ogy of revival.
William Carey
left us a burning
zeal for world
mission. What is
the legacy of the
Puritans? 

One of the
great jewels they
left us was practi-
cal affectionate or

experimental Christianity. The Puritans
believed true Christianity involved the
head, the heart, and the hands. A
Christianity focused on the head leads to
arrogance (1 Cor. 8:1). A Christianity
excessively emphasising the heart leads to
mysticism. And a Christianity giving pri-
ority to the hands likely produces
burnout.

John Owen himself was adamant that
theology is not simply a task of the mind
only. To simply know theology in one’s
head only, he calls “Christian philoso-
phy”, not theology. Doing theology only
occurs when head knowledge warms the
heart and strengthens the hands. Owen
calls this true “evangelical” or “gospel”
theology. Of course, he was aware that
one doesn’t always bubble with positive
emotions for God. However, he would
say that something is wrong if affections
and deeds do not regularly accompany
head knowledge.

The emphasis on head, heart, and hands
arises from Owen’s (and the Puritans’)

understanding of the Christian life:
Christianity is not an ideology but a rela-
tionship. The Puritan phrase for this rela-
tionship was “communion with God”
which naturally entailed enjoying God.
Communion with God was not some mys-
tical private experience but encompassed
the entirety of life: work, family, rest, soli-
tude, and play. Thus, for Owen, holiness
was a subset of communion with God.

How can a believer be motivated for
holiness amid the disappointments and
sufferings of life in a fallen world? 

The first point Owen would have
Christians understand is that we, like the
world, are wasting away. We can’t escape
physical pain in a fallen world. As Owen
asserts, generally speaking, “afflictions
and troubles increase with age”. It can be
all too easy in our medically advanced
society to assume that pain is not a fact of
life. However, as a colleague of mine with
chronic back pain once said aptly: “It’s all
downhill to the resurrection!”

The second point Owen would want
Christians to grasp is that believers are
subject to “breaches”, “decays”, and
“backslidings” in their spiritual life. He
found this taught throughout the entirety
of Scripture from the Psalms to the
churches of Revelation 2 and 3. Being sub-
ject to spiritual decay is part and parcel of
being Christian. It is not as if believers are
free from evil desires which wage war
against our souls (1 Pet. 2:11). As
Christians we can neither expect spiritual
perfection nor incessant religious highs.

But the third point Owen would desire
Christians appreciate is God’s provi-

sion of “fresh springs of spiritual life”.The
mature believer comes to desire these
“more than all the world, and all that it is
in it”. Despite the inevitable bodily and
potential spiritual decay, God can and
does water and nourish true believers spir-
itually. What are these fresh springs in par-
ticular? Nothing less than spiritual-mind-
edness and holiness for God’s glory and
our own peace and joy.

And here is the crux of Owen’s argu-
ment: It is these “fresh springs of spiritual
life” that will sustain believers through the
worst afflictions of a fallen world.
Without God’s spiritual watering “we
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shall faint in our distresses”. The passage
of Scripture that lies behind Owen’s
teaching on this is, of course, 2 Cor 4:16-
17: “Therefore we do not lose heart.
Though outwardly we are wasting away,
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day. For our light and momentary trou-
bles are achieving for us an eternal glory
that far outweighs them all.” 

So, if “fresh springs of spiritual life”
sustain us through the decays of life in a
fallen world how do we find this refresh-
ment from God? If we are subject to spir-
itual decay how do we recover? Owen’s
answer shows how mistaken many inter-
pretations of Puritanism are. He believes
it is not firstly embarking on a regime of
works. There is a place for works in the
Christian life, but it is not the starting
place for recovery. It is the fruit rather
than the root of spiritual rejuvenation.
Indeed, Owen believes that too often our
knee-jerk reaction to conviction of sin is a
flurry of works to appease God for our
wrongs. However, this is not “evangeli-
cal”; it is to recover in our “own strength”.

Refreshment, in Owen’s teaching,
comes from Jesus Christ by faith in

Jesus Christ. Christ is the vine and we are
the branches, hence “without Him we can
do nothing” (John 15:3-5); all our spiri-
tual sustenance comes from Christ; He is
our life and we live in Him (Gal. 2:20; Col.
3:1-4). 

But the only way whereby we may
receive fresh supplies of grace is by faith:
“He dwells in our hearts by faith, and he
acts in us by faith, and we live by faith in
or on the Son of God.” For Owen, there
is no other means whereby we can receive
spiritual nutrition. But this faith derives its
power from its object: the glory of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Owen magnificently
puts it this way: “This, therefore, is the
issue of the whole:  a steady view of the
glory of Christ, in His person, grace, and
office, through faith — or a constant,
lively exercise of faith on Him, according
as He is revealed unto us in the Scripture
— is the only effectual way to obtain a
revival from under our spiritual decays,
and such supplies of grace as shall make us
flourishing and fruitful even in old age.”

Here is the foundation of Owen’s doc-
trine of holiness. Restoration and refresh-
ment comes through meditation on
Christ’s glory in His incarnation, life,
atonement, resurrection, ascension, and
session. Indeed one of the last books
Owen wrote as a frail aged man was
Meditations and Discourses on the Glory of
Christ precisely to help fellow believers

turn their eyes upon Jesus and look full in
His wonderful face. And in so doing they
would find consolation amidst the sor-
rows and setbacks of life.

A classic but mistaken interpretation
of Puritan theology is still popular. It sees
the decrees of God as the very centre and
soul of Christian doctrine. However, if

there is a focus in Owen’s theology it is
the Lord Jesus Christ: “[Christ] is the
centre and circumference of all the lines of
truth—that is, which is divine, spiritual,
and supernatural.”

“I do say, indeed, now, whatever I have
said before, that it is impossible to under-
stand any sacred truth savingly and clearly,
without knowledge of the person of
Christ.”

For Owen, Christ unlocks all saving

truth. Thus, the wilting Christian is to
gaze upon the glory of Christ as presented
in Scripture and there he will find who
God truly is: a Father who loves His chil-
dren to death. And it is through this that
God’s Spirit will refresh believers in phys-
ical suffering and repair spiritual backslid-
ing. This is because we were made to
enjoy God through Christ. And thus,
ultimate satisfaction and delight is found
in him (Mt. 11:28; John 7:37).

Owen is no introspective legalist when
it comes to holiness. His is a sophisticated
understanding that doesn’t ignore the
reality of afflictions. Neither is Owen an
anchorless mystic. His theology is bible-
based and Christ-centred without
neglecting the affections. The heart of
holiness in a believer’s life is found in
Christ and His glory. Holiness comes
from Christ by Christ for God’s glory.
And if this is true, then Owen can rightly
conclude: “Let us live in the constant con-
templation of the glory of Christ, and
virtue will proceed from him to repair all
our decays, to renew a right spirit within
us, and to cause us to abound in all duties
of obedience.”

Martin Foord is from Trinity College,
Perth.  He is doing a PhD on John
Owen. ap
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Iwant to consider a theological error
which has sometimes led to a com-
plete misunderstanding of how holi-
ness is obtained, and then see how

that same error is prevalent today in some
theological circles.

In Romans 6, Paul deals with the sub-
ject of freedom from sin. In chapter 7, he
returns to a discussion of the place of the
law which he had previously touched upon
in 2:12-16 and in 3:19-22. There is a paral-
lel between what he says about sin in chap-
ter 6 and what he says about the law in
chapter 7. In chapter 6 he has argued that
we are set free from sin and therefore it
has no power over us. He then produces
the same argument with respect to the law.

In Romans 7, Paul addresses what he
has to say to two people. First, he
addresses the man who is so concerned
with the law that he has become a legalist,
not understanding the proper relationship
between the Christian and the law.
Second, Paul speaks to the man who
believes that the law has no significance
for him whatsoever because he is a
Christian, and who deliberately ignores or
diminishes its teaching. 

In verses 1-6 Paul speaks to the legalist.
He insists that the law no longer exercises
lordship over the Christian because we
have been delivered from it by the death of
Christ. Our bondage is to Christ, not to
the written code. We have been discharged
from our obligation to the law, indeed we
have died to it. We are now living the new
life in the Spirit. 

This means that Christian obedience
becomes, not an externally imposed

obedience to some written law, but an
inner obedience to God. There is all the
difference in the world between those
who obey God because of a sense of duty
or obligation or fear of hell, and those
who serve him willingly because the Spirit
has made them willing. 

In verses 7-13 Paul turns his attention
to the other man, the one who would be
rid of the law altogether. He tells this man
that the law is good and that the problem
lies in sinful actions. What Paul had just
said to the legalist might have mistakenly
led some to believe that the law is a bad
thing, but Paul wants to make it clear that

he is not saying this. The law is holy (v.12)
but sin uses the law for its own ends, and
so produces sin.

In verses 14-25 we come to the main
section for our present purposes. Having
spoken to the legalist and the lawbreaker,
Paul now turns to address the person who
has struck the proper balance, the law-

abiding believer.
This is the one
who trusts in
Christ alone for
salvation but who
recognises the
value of the law in
demonstrating
how he ought to
live. 

In this passage
Paul deals with
the inner conflict
of the believer.

The autobiographical picture which Paul
paints in these verses is one with which all
Christians should identify. We try to live
as Christians but so often we fail. Paul is
very open and honest about this. The
good things we want to do we fail to do,
and the evil things we don’t want to do are
often the very things we find ourselves
doing.

Yet in spite of what Paul says here,
there are some scholars who argue that in
these verses he is describing his experience
before he was converted. Some of these
scholars believe that a Christian can know
sinless perfection while still in the body.
They argue that a Christian can be so
completely and entirely sanctified, so
utterly holy, that he might never sin again.
Most Christians do not believe this today
but we must take the time to show that
such teaching is false because in certain
Christian circles a theology which speaks
of the need for believers to have a “second
blessing” experience is either directly or
indirectly founded upon such a mistaken
view. 

It is important to notice that, from

verse 14 onwards, Paul uses the present
tense. Therefore, those who interpret
these words as being a description of
Paul’s pre-conversion experience face real
exegetical difficulties in an effort to sub-
stantiate their argument. That argument
would run as follows: Paul could not pos-
sibly have experienced this tension after
he became a Christian because Christians
are completely sanctified and therefore do
not experience such tension. If that is true
then I have never met a real Christian!
Every believer I have ever met admits to
this tension. Indeed, the whole tenor of
Scripture supports the view that
Christians do experience such tensions
and battles. Our whole lives are portrayed
in Scripture as a fight against the world,
the flesh and the devil. Our lives are the
territory upon which the great and ulti-
mate battle between God and Satan is
being fought. This is specifically stated,
for example, in Ephesians 6:10-17.

In Romans 6:17 Paul says that it is not
he who is sinning but “sin” itself. He is
making an important point here, not sim-
ply passing the blame for his sin to a third
party. He is recognising the way things are
in reality. Elsewhere in Scripture (for
example, in Galatians 5:17) we find that
we have a “sinful nature” which continues
to fight against the Holy Spirit who has
taken up residence within us.

The fruit of the Holy Spirit will increas-
ingly, we trust, be manifested in our

lives, but sanctification goes on until the
day we die. Indeed, Jesus tells us to die
daily to our sins (Luke 9:23). If we could
be completely holy and sanctified here
and now, would such a command not be
entirely meaningless? The writer to the
Hebrews tells us that this struggle is not
only a real part of the experience of every
believer but that it is part of God’s pur-
pose for us as He seeks to discipline us
and bring us to maturity in Christ (look at
Hebrews 12:1-14).

James Philip sums the whole thing up
very well: “The Christian is called to live
his new life in the old death-doomed envi-
ronment. He is thus in a paradoxical situ-
ation, being both ‘free from sin’ and at the
same time ‘subject to the condition of sin’.
Because he is both ‘in Christ’ and ‘in the
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flesh’ he is not able to be a sinner, and
since this is so, there will always be ten-
sion and conflict in his experience.” 

As we consider how a Christian is made
holy we must remember that the Bible
teaches that holiness is both an immediate
act of God and a gradual process. There is
an initial (or definitive) sanctification in
which some of God’s work of making us
holy is accomplished the moment we are
born again. There is also progressive sanc-
tification by which God goes on making
us holy until the day we die. But there are
those who have taken a different view, and
this view has had such serious effects that
we need to look at some examples of how
it developed.

In the first half of the 19th century, a
movement began in the United States
which was destined to become, in the
words of American Presbyterian theolo-
gian Henry Van Dusen, “the third force in
Christendom”. One strand of this move-
ment can be traced to C.G. Finney, a
Presbyterian revival preacher who became
a Congregational Professor of Theology
at Oberlin College, Ohio. This college
developed what has been called “Oberlin
theology”, the main thrust of which was
Christian perfectionism. Finney taught
that baptism with the Holy Spirit was a
second experience after conversion which
brought power and holiness.

The other strand of this movement
arose within the Methodist Church,

due to a strong emphasis on John
Wesley’s teaching about “entire sanctifica-
tion”. This spread rapidly and Holiness
Associations were formed to propagate
the tenets of this theology. Holiness
Associations in time became Holiness
Churches and even Holiness denomina-
tions (such as the Church of the
Nazarene).

At the beginning of the 20th century
events occurred which meant that the
holiness movement broke into two dis-
tinct and separate camps. On the one
hand the Wesleyans continued the original
teaching of the holiness movement,
emphasising the need for a “second bless-
ing” which would bring entire sanctifica-
tion. On the other hand the Pentecostal
movement came into being. 

The beginnings of the Pentecostal
movement can be traced to a Bible school,
Bethel College, which began in Topeka,
Kansas, in 1901. For most Pentecostals,
however, the key event was a phenome-
non called “the Azusa Street experience”
of 1906 when the Apostolic Faith Gospel
Mission was born. From then until now

Pentecostal churches have spread rapidly.
Like the Wesleyans, the Pentecostals

affirmed that baptism with the Holy Spirit
was a second experience, subsequent to
conversion, but they added that the evi-
dence of this baptism was the gift of
speaking in tongues. Some Pentecostals
continue to believe in entire sanctifica-
tion, but most do not. The main theolog-
ical view which unites Wesleyans and
Pentecostals is that a second experience
after regeneration is required. For the
Holiness movement the second experi-
ence is said to bring complete sanctifica-
tion, for the Pentecostal movement it is
said to bring power and the supernatural
gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

The modern Charismatic movement
consists of those who have accepted the
main principles of this second-blessing
theology but who have either chosen to
remain within the established denomina-
tions, or who have formed house-
churches and independent fellowships.
The important point for our study is to
understand that the very existence of
Holiness, Pentecostal and Charismatic
movements has come about because of a
faulty view of holiness and sanctifica-
tion. 

Mainstream Christianity in Britain has
been affected by second-blessing theolo-
gies through the influence of the well-
known Keswick Convention, held every
summer in the Lakes District, and organi-
sations such as the Faith Mission. Most
Keswick speakers today do not believe in
a second blessing for sanctification, nor
do all Faith Mission personnel, but we
must be aware of the dangers inherent in
this position. Holiness is only to be
obtained in the face of difficulty, struggle,
opposition and discipline.

Yet do not the scriptures tell us to be
perfect? What are we to make of 2
Corinthians 7:1; 13:2; Hebrews 6:1 and
Matthew 5:48? The answer lies in the
fact that, although we are urged to aim

for perfection, there is not the slightest
suggestion in these verses or elsewhere
in Scripture that any believer will attain
to that while in the body. Indeed, all the
evidence seems to be against this.
Consider, for example, 1 John 1:8, 10
and the testimonies of others: Isaiah
6:5ff.; Daniel 9:4-9; Ephesians 3:8 and 1
Timothy 1:15.

The 19th century evangelical Anglican
bishop J.C. Ryle put it like this: “In face of
such facts as these I must protest against
the language used in many quarters, in
these last days, about perfection. I must
think that those who use it either know
very little of the nature of sin, or of the
attributes of God, or of their own hearts,
or of the Bible, or of the meaning of
words.” 

Are you struggling in your Christian
life? Are you fighting and battling

against sin and do you sometimes feel that
you are making no progress? Do you have
good intentions and then see yourself
doing precisely the opposite of what you
intended to do? And does that sometimes
make you feel as if you can hardly be a
Christian at all? Then take heart from the
story of Paul’s own struggles and remem-
ber that even the very act of fighting
against the world, the flesh and the devil
constitutes strong evidence that you are
on God’s side.

As Christians, we can never forget that
we have an enemy, one so powerful that
he is called in Scripture “the god of this
age” (2 Corinthians 4:4). This enemy
hates God and detests all talk of Christ.
His great objective is to destroy the
church of God. In this work he cannot be
ultimately successful because the victory
belongs to Christ. Our great enemy will
one day be thrown into the lake of fire
prepared for himself and his angels. 

This in no way minimises the fierce-
ness of the struggle and the heat of the
battle. But it is a battle already won, and
we must therefore persevere to the end.
There is no perfection in holiness in this
world, only a target at which to aim. The
enemy is determined to keep us as far
from that target as he is able. Are we
equally determined to resist him in every
way we can? We have the assurance in
Scripture that if we do so he will flee from
us (James 4:7). 

Dr Andrew McGowan is principal of the
Highland Theological College, Dingwall,
Scotland. This article is an edited extract
from the book A New Birth (Christian
Focus Publications, 1996). ap
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C.
S. Lewis was decidedly wary
about learning from nature.
He wrote: “If you take nature
as a teacher she will teach you

exactly the lessons you had already
decided to learn; this is only another way
of saying that nature does not teach.”
Nature, said Lewis, is ambivalent: “there
are worms in the belly as well as primroses
in the wood.”

It is a salutary warning, for in 1999
Bruce Bagemihl published an earnest sci-
entific tome, entitled Biological
Exuberance: Animal Homosexuality and
Natural Diversity, that investigated
homosexual behaviour in some 450 ani-
mal species. Here, readers are treated to
page after page analysing the homosexual
behaviour of penguins, monkeys, dol-
phins and other animals. Subsequent
studies have dealt with homosexuality in
Japanese macaques (a kind of monkey), as
well as in the ruff (a kind of Arctic sand-
piper).

These studies have all been riveting, no

doubt, and some have attracted public
funding for their educational worth, and
been taken seriously in American courts
of law. It is, however, a somewhat perilous
approach to ethics. A great many species
practise infanticide, but so far I have not
heard a single
learned professor
of ethics – not
even Peter Singer
– advocate infan-
ticide on the
grounds that
Father Grizzly
Bears are prone
to kill their own
offspring. Nor
has the most
rabid feminist
drawn attention
to the fact that
the female praying mantis devours her
male counterpart.

For all that, the Bible does point to
lessons that can be gleaned from nature.
Proverbs 6 has a vigorous admonition to
us all on the subject of diligence and
organisation: “Go to the ant, O sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise. Without
having any chief, officer, or ruler, she pre-
pares her bread in summer and gathers her
food in harvest” (Prov. 6:6-8). 

More negatively, it is better to meet a
she-bear robbed of her cubs than a

fool in his folly (Prov. 17:12). Also, toiling
for wealth is not wise for “suddenly it
sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward
heaven” (Prov. 23:4-5). Lingering over the
red wine bottle is dangerous, for “it bites
like a serpent and stings like an adder”
(Prov. 23:31-32). Also, a man who strays
from home is like a bird that strays from
its nest (Prov. 27:8).

Some people are always demanding:
“The leech has two daughters; ‘Give’ and
‘Give’, they cry” (Prov. 30:15). Such peo-
ple are never satisfied. It is not our place

of residence that defines our worth: “The
lizard you can take in your hands, yet it is
in kings’ palaces” (Prov. 30:28). 

Most memorable of all, surely, is the
simile: “Like a dog that returns to his
vomit is a fool who repeats his folly”
(Prov. 26:11). 

We say that we learn from experience
but somehow we still manage to repeat
our sins and errors.

Jesus too would look out upon the nat-
ural world, and draw lessons or illustra-
tions from it. The birds of the air do not
sow or reap or gather into barns, but God
feeds them (Mt. 6:26). The grass of the
field is here today and gone tomorrow, yet
not even Solomon in all his royal finery
could match how God arrays the lilies of
the field (Mt. 6:28-30). There is no place,
therefore, for the kind of debilitating anx-
iety that in certain circumstances can eas-
ily overcome even the most committed
Christian. The God of the Bible is the
Lord of heaven and earth, who governs
His  world so that not even a sparrow can
fall to the ground apart from His will
(Mt.10:29-31).

Because this world is fallen and cursed,
those who wish to are able to derive the
wrong lessons from nature. Yet because
this world is God’s world, we can glean
lessons from what is good in it – the activ-
ity of the ants and the beauty of the flow-
ers. The discerning observer can also learn
from what is wrong with the world – that
there are people who are like leeches that
suck dry or like dogs that learn nothing
from experience. 

C. S. Lewis probably overstates the
case regarding lessons to be derived from
nature. The poets could point in two
directions. Tennyson spoke of “nature red
in tooth and claw”, while Gerard Manley
Hopkins declared that “The world is
charged with the grandeur of God”. Both
are true, because this world is God’s
world, and because this world is not as it
once was because of human sin and rebel-
lion. That is the first lesson to be derived
from nature – and, more certainly, from
Scripture. 

Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
Presbyterian Church, Sydney. ap
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Unnatural history
Nature doesn’t teach as much as some people claim.

Peter
Barnes

R E F L E C T I O N

In our 20/20 Vision for South Australia and
Adelaide, are you someone God is calling to
come and live in one of the 20 towns in SA
or one of the 20 suburbs in Adelaide to
work as a planter of a Gospel (House)
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from the local Church ministry.
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Certificate (HMCertif) and PREZRA’s Diploma
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Rev Dr Reg Mathews
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E V A N G E L I S MB I B L E S T U D Y

Antidiscrimination policy has become one of
the irrefutable pillars of modern society. Its
legitimacy doesn’t have to be established
by logical argument; it is simply taken for

granted. Because of this, modern man finds it very
hard to come to terms with the way God treats His
chosen nation, Israel, in the Old Testament. His
choice of Abraham-Isaac-Jacob as the fathers of
His special Covenant line, to the exclusion of all
other nations, was a deliberate strategy to deal
with the problem of man’s rebellion. It was the
alternative to wiping out everyone else entirely, as
He had done in the time of Noah. But it meant
that God’s people would live among the nations of
the world, sharing in all the blessings of God’s
common grace, while at the same time enjoying
the blessings of His special covenant grace poured
out on them alone. God discriminated on behalf of
those who were His own.

God had made this clear in Egypt (cf Ex. 8:22-23;
9:4; 10:23; 11:7; etc) and at the Red Sea (cf Ex.
14:19-20, 28-29). It was one of the main lessons
they had to learn during their 40 years in the
desert. They were holy (ie separated/different) to the
LORD. But this difference was not just about bless-
ings, it was about obedience. If they were a holy
people, they were to live holy lives. Holiness wasn’t
an option, it was an essential.  The New Testament
makes it clear that the Church is the New Israel.
God discriminates in favour of His Church (see 1
Pet. 2:1-12, Day 16 below), but He demands holi-
ness from us in return (cf Heb. 12:14). 

Bruce Christian4

God’s
favourites

20 daily Bible studies 
in Exodus 15-20
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B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 15:1-10
THE POINT The old, cruel enemy of over 400 years, Egypt,
has now been dealt a final, fatal blow by Israel’s Deliverer, the
LORD. It is time to sing of this amazing event, the crossing
of the Red Sea, in which God took sides on behalf of His peo-
ple: He interrupted the ordered rules by which He normally
runs His universe (the rules we categorise as “Science”), per-
forming a miracle of monumental proportions. For the next
40 years and beyond, this miracle would be the reference point
to remind Israel of who they were.

THE PARTICULARS
• The fate of the Egyptian army at the Red Sea was without the
slightest doubt an act of God’s sovereign grace alone – He did
it. 

• God does take sides in battle on behalf of His Church, using
His mighty power to overthrow those who oppose His pur-
poses.
• The right hand in Scripture is a symbol of authority and
power; where Jesus is now seated is significant (6, Hebrews
1:3).
• We don’t need to look for a “scientific” explanation for the
parting of the Red Sea; God can “blow” any way He wants to
(8).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Singing is one of the best gifts God has given to us as crea-
tures made in His image, allowing us to express our deepest
thoughts and emotions. Do you sing enthusiastically in public
worship? 

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 15:11-21
THE POINT Standing on the NE bank of the Red Sea, Moses

and Israel were probably unaware of what difficulties they

would face before finally settling in the Promised Land. They

were certainly very excited about what God had just done; they

could now trust Him for everything! Little did they realise

how much they would be depending on the fulfilment of the

prophecies contained in their hymn of praise to get them

through – or how easily they’d forget!

THE PARTICULARS
• God’s mighty acts in history show Him to be the only true

God, the one who has revealed Himself in the Bible and in

Jesus. The description of Him in v.11 points beyond the limi-

tations of the words themselves and leaves us in speechless ado-

ration. 

• Because of God’s unfailing love/mercy, the fact that He res-

cued Israel from Egypt will guarantee their final redemption (cf

Num. 14:11-16) and no one will be able to stand in their way.

• The words “redeemed” (13) and “bought” (16) look back to

the sacrifice of the Passover lamb (ch 12) and forward to the

One to whom this points, Christ (cf 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter

1:18-20).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is our worship today too “popular”, shallow and man-cen-

tred? How can we express better the feeling of v.11 in our

worship?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 15:22-27
THE POINT It is easy to have faith and trust in God when

everything is going well and His power to protect and care for

His Church is obvious to all; it is a different story in testing

times. How can the people who sang with Moses and danced

with Miriam become such grumblers in such a short space of

time? But God is gracious ...

THE PARTICULARS
• Because God is God, our obedience to His ways (including

just trusting Him) ought not be conditional upon His meeting

all our felt needs. His providence often seems cruel and hard

to reconcile with His character – as in the case of Israel being

without water for 3 days, then finding some that was undrink-

able! – but this is where the testing of our faith really lies (cf

James 1:2-3).

• God is able to turn even our most bitter experiences into

sweet blessings (25). Such providence is invariably more help-

ful to our spiritual growth than experiences that are always

sweet.

• Our physical health and well-being rests in God’s hands (26).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Has God’s providence ever dealt you a bitter, almost mock-

ing, blow? How have you coped? What have you learnt

through it? Can you say with Job, “Though he slay me, yet

will I hope in him ...” (Job 13:15)? What “Elims” has He led

you to in such trials?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 16:1-8

THE POINT Moses wasn’t the last person ever to take a

bunch of grumpy children on a long trip. But he certainly

received his fair share of complaints. It is now only a month

since they came out of a life of hard bondage in Egypt, only a

matter of weeks since they saw the Red Sea miraculously

parted, and only a matter of days since they enjoyed the sweet-

ened water at Marah and the oasis at Elim. All this was God’s

special, gracious, caring provision, just for them. But they still

found something to beef about. After a few weeks without

meat, their nostalgia concerning life in the brickpits had con-

verted it to a 5-star hotel – so they grumbled.

THE PARTICULARS
• Discontent is fairly contagious; it only takes a few people to

start complaining and very quickly it becomes an epidemic (2).

• The assessment that God would let them die in the desert

came from the Israelites’ failure/refusal to recognise God’s

proven faithfulness in all that had happened in the journey thus

far.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Scripture equates Israel’s persistent complaining to plain dis-

obedience to their faithful God (see Num. 11:18-20 for how

God feels about such ingratitude; cf also 1 Cor. 10:9-12 and

Heb. 3:7-12). Are we guilty of this same sin today in the way

we respond to God’s providence in our circumstances?

DAY 4 Are we nearly there yet?.

DAY 1 The LORD 1; Egypt 0.

DAY 2 Marching to Zion.

DAY 3 God’s bitter sweet.
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CANBERRA, BELCONNEN

Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.

Sunday Service 10:00 am

Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586

CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)

1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).

Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.

Church Office: (02) 6295 3457

CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG

Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,

Ellerstone Ave. 

Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.

(02) 6292 6772

ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK

443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am 

& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.

ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT

Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.

10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sundays.

Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869

ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)

Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.

Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093

ASHFIELD

Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm

Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.

ASHTONFIELD

19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill Multi-

Purpose Ctr.) 10.00am. 

Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.

BEACON HILL (St Andrew’s)

244 Warringah Rd. 9.00am. & 7.00pm.

Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.

BEECROFT

Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.

Rev. Paul Cooper (02) 9876 2478.

BEGA — EDEN

Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am. 

Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949

BONDI

Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts. 

10.00am & 7.00pm.  

Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.

BONNYRIGG

Western Regions Chinese Church

14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &

11.00 am. (Mandarin)

S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073

BOWRAL-MITTAGONG

Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.

Kid’s Church: 10.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday

Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.  

Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.

BURWOOD (St. James)

46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am

Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542

BURWOOD CHINESE

46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am

(Cantonese) 10.00am & 5.00pm (English). 

Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.  

Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.  

Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.  

Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064. Miss Amy Leong

0403 687 467 (Pastoral worker)

CAMPBELLTOWN

34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.

Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.

CARINGBAH

393 Port Hacking Rd. South. 9.30am & 6.30pm.

Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.

CHATSWOOD

St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.

Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 10.00am.

Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)

CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, 
Purchase Road. Service: 9.30 am.  
Min. Asst. Stephen Fong (02) 9875 3684
CHINESE CHURCH

Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.  

English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual

Services.  Office (02) 9331 4459. 

Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).

COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)

187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm

at Harbourside Evangelical Church. 

Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183

CONCORD

Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church

Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.

Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord

Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)

COWRA

46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,

Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.

CRONULLA

13 Croydon St. 9.30am.

Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.

EAST MAITLAND

George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.

7.45am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.

9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.

EPPING

Bridge & Rawson Sts.

Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.

FORSTER/TUNCURRY

Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm. 
I.M. Rev. Scott Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 10.15am & 7.15pm. 
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOULBURN (St Andrews)
Clifford St. 9.00am. 7.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sundays). Also Taralga, Crookwell and
Tuena. Rev. Chris Balzer (02) 4822 2344
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Rev. M. Cropper  
Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 8.45am.
Merrylands & Monitor’s Rd. 10.30am. 
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House  (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA 
Terralong St. 9.00am & 7.00pm. 
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.  9.30am. 
Mr Tim Ravenhall (02) 9798 8467.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am. 
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA
8 Robey St, 10.00am. 7.15pm.
Chinese Service, 4pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am. 
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)

C H U R C H D I R E C T O R Y

Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

new south wales

australian 
capital territory



Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.

Rev. Adrian de Graaf (02) 9969 6101.

NAROOMA

1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.

Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.

NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)

Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.30am & 6.00pm.

Office: (02) 4929 2857

NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)

48 Watt St., 10.00am.

Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm. 

Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.

NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH

(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.

&  6.45pm.   Wednesday 1.15pm.

Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)

86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am. 

Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662. 

Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.

ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY

Cumberland High School, 

Dunmore Ave.   Carlingford. 

S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.

PENRITH (St Andrew’s)

Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &

7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.

PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)

Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am

Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505

RANDWICK

Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.

Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.

ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)

Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St. 

10.00am& 6.00pm.

Rev Bruce  Christian  (02) 9388 1206(O).

SOUTHERN CROSS

Park Ave. East Lismore

Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655

SPRlNGWOOD 

160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.

Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.      

Ass. Min. Mark Armstrong (02) 4751 1188

(O). I.M. Rev. Dr Lindsay Ferrington 

STRATHFIELD (St David’s)

Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.

Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.

SUTHERLAND 

Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm 

Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361

SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (tempo-
rary). Service Time: 10.30 am. 
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)

Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &

6.30pm.  Moonbi 9.00am. 

Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.

Tamworth Community Presb Church,

Oxley High School Piper St  Nth T’worth

10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759

Manilla: Court St. 9.30am & 6.30pm.

Rev. Andrew Satchell (02) 6785 1627.

TAREE

Albert St. 9.00am.

Rev. Paul Harris (02) 6552 1082(O).

TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)

2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.

Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240

TUROSS HEAD

277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am. 

Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.

WAHROONGA

Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,

Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.

Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690

WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH

60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park 

9.00am & 10.30am. 

Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.

WEE WAA

Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259

WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.

2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.

Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.

WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)

Falls Rd. 9.00 am.  Session Clerk: Mr Bernie

Tucker (02) 4757 3518

WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)

7 McKern St.  9.00am & 5.00pm. 

Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9863 8366.

WESTLAKES

Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd

S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.

Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530

WEST WYALONG

Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am. 

Also at Barmedman, Mirrool, Tallimba &

Weethalle. Various times. 

Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.

WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)

Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am & 6.00pm.

Rev. John Thompson (02) 4226 1725(O).

WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St & Landrigan Cl. 9.00am.
Rev. Jamie K. Newans (02) 6652 3183.
WOONONA

7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.

WOY WOY

120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.

S.Clerk: Keith Chapple (02) 4341 2688

ACACIA RIDGE

Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.

9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,

(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).

ASCOT

68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).

Nundah: 14 Rode Rd 

Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.

Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558

ATHERTON (Tablelands)

Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.

Rev. Cameron Wills (07) 4091 1375

BALD HILLS

58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.

Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.

BRISBANE KOREAN

145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.

Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132

BRISBANE (St Paul’s) 

53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill. 

Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).

BUNDABERG

Cnr Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.

Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.

CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm. 
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS

85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm. 

Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.

Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238

CALLIDE VALLEY

Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.

10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.

Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.

CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL

78 Galatea St. 9.00am. 

Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.

CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)

29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.

Rev. Andrew Richardson  0423 160 412

COORPAROO 

Emlyn St. 10.00am. 

H. M. Phil Case (07) 3397 8793.

CREEK ROAD

Presbyterian Ministry Centre, 1541 Creek Rd

(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.

Centre: (07) 3398 4333. 

Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607. 

Asst. Mr Jens Norved (07) 3399 6123.

DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY

Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am. 

155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay. 

Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.

GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)

Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am.

Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am. Calliope:

Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd Sunday

9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D. Secomb

(07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).

GOLD COAST (I)

Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.30am & 6.30pm.

Rev. Russell van Delden (07) 5571 5676 (O).

Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives

10.00 am & 6.30 pm.

Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416

GOLD COAST   (II)

Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &

Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.

I.M. Rev. Graham Eastwell (07) 5573 1458

GOLD COAST   (III)

Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’

Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds. 

(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &

6.00pm. Rev. Alan Radloff (07) 5593 8909.

ITHACA

100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.

Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.

Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.

IPSWICH

Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,

10.00am & 6.30pm. Forest Hill: Church St,

9.00am. Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.

Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829. 

Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427. 

Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.

MACGREGOR

268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 9.00am.

Pastor Ross Wilson (07) 3272 6265

MACKAY
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Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.30am each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE

45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am

& 7.00pm. Rev. Peter Barber & Church

Office (07) 5443 7073. 

Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.

MARYBOROUGH

523 Alice Street. 9.00am (& 5.00pm first

Sunday). Rev. David Newman (07) 4123 1212

MONTO

Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st

Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm. 

Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.

NORTH PINE

57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &

6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.

REDCLIFFE PENINSULA

WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.

9.30am. & 6.00pm.

Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.

Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.

ROBINA

Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs. 

Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.

ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)

51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &

6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.

ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)

Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.

Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O) 

(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).

ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)

Burnett St.  Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.

Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O) 

(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).

Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.

Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O) 

(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).

SANDGATE

Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.

Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231

SPRINGSURE

Charles St. 10.30am.

Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.

Rev B J Harrison   Phone (07) 4984 1550.

THE GAP

1195 Waterworks Rd,  9.00am.

Rev. Chris Perona (07) 3300 9875

TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)

Mary St. Also at Geham.

TOWNSVILLE (Willows)

26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm

Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232

TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)

113 Wills St. City. 9.00am. & 6.30pm.

Ass. Rev. Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823

Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460

WEST TOOWOOMBA

Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,

10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld 

(07) 4633 4188 (H)  (07) 4633 4000 (O).

Past. Dan Boshard (07) 4614 0467.

WINDSOR

Maygar St. 8.30am.

Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.

Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.

Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

ARARAT

Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and

Queen St. 10 am.   Mr Norman Sharp

O.(03) 5334 3747    H. (03) 5352 4054

ASHBURTON

Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.

near Warrigal Rd.  10.15am.

Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.

ASPENDALE

Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &

6.00pm.  Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.

AUBURN

Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East

10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256

BAIRNSDALE

7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson

St. 10.00am. 1st of Month 5.00pm. 

S/school 9.00 am.  (03) 5153 1669

BALACLAVA

106 Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 9.30am.

Rev. Tony Johnson (03) 9527 3270.

BENDIGO (St John’s)

Forest St. 10.30am.  (03) 5443 6189.

BLACKBURN

53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.

Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417

BRIMBANK

Mackellar Primary School Gymnasium

29-35 Goldsmith Ave. Delahey. 4.30pm.

Mr Andres Miranda (03) 9307 6583

BUNDOORA

Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave. 

10.00am & 6.00pm. 

Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9457 4962.

BURWOOD

(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.

Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.

Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.

CAMBERWELL- Trinity

cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.

Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102

CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC

9.30 am Aug — Jan.  11am Feb — July

Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.

Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.

Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.

Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041

CANTERBURY

146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.

Rev.  Grant Lawry  (03) 9836 4601.

CANTERBURY JAPANESE

146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am

Mr Sam McGeown  (03) 9894 2384.

CAULFIELD-ELWOOD

Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.

Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.

CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am. Rev.
Choul Yat; Sudanese (Nuer Language) 2.30pm.
I.M. Rev. M. Wharton (03) 9018 9521.
CLIFTON HILL

Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.

10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.

COLAC (Scots)

90-94 Armstrong Street. 10.00am. 

Rev. Marvin Hagans H: (03) 5250 4360  

O: (03) 5231 2398

DANDENONG

51 Potter St. 10.00am. 

Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.

DONVALE

Cnr. Springvale &  McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,

10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert

(03) 9842  9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)

DROMANA-MORNINGTON

St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.

Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans Rd.

& Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.  

Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.

DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.00pm. 
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM

23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am

Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720

ESSENDON

Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &

7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.

FLEMINGTON

Norwood St. 9.30am. 

S. Clerk Miss R. Anstee (03) 9650 9903.

FRANKSTON

30 Radiata St. 10.30am. 

Pastor Bill Medley (03) 9786 2976.

GEELONG (St. Georges)

Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St. 

10.00am & 7.00pm. 

Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.

GEELONG NORTH-NORTH SHORE

10.00am & 5.00pm temporarily worshiping at

North Shore, Cnr Seabeach Pd. & Myrtle Gv.

Rev. Allen Lendon (03) 5278 1887.

GEELONG WEST (Scots)

Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.

I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.

HAMILTON

St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.

& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)

Phone: (03) 5572 1009

HAWTHORN

580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.

Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.

HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am. 
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROO GROUND

265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.

S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265

LEONGATHA

Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.

Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107

MALVERN

161 Wattletree Rd.  10.30am. & 5.00 pm.

Rev. Philip Daffy (03)  9509 7373.

MELBOURNE

The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins

Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.

Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.

MELTON

Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.

victoria
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Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
10.00am alternate Sundays at North
Geelong, Cnr. Victoria St. & Balmoral Cr. &
North Shore, Cnr Seabeach Pd. & Myrtle Gv.
5.00pm each Sunday at North Geelong. 
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am. 
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm. 
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 
11.00am & 7.30pm (every 2nd Sunday). 
H. Missionary – Mr S. Arbuckle. 
S. Clerk – Mr J. Broad (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 9.30am &
7.00pm. Rev. Bob Thomas 0417 592 646.
SEAFORD
St Barnabas Anglican Church. 10.45am.
Cnr Park St & Margaret Ave. 
Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane. 
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
S.Clerk: Mr J. Adlawan (03) 9808 7391.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 
10.00am. & 6.00pm. 
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Presbyterian Church 2.00pm.
Rev. Tony Salisbury (03) 9551 3634
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday) 
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August). 
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Spence Street. 9.30am &
11.00am & 7.00 pm. Office: (03) 5562 2029
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30am.
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am. 
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373

Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift  (03)  9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm  DLS)
Rev David Brown  (03) 5964 6014.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am. 
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am. 
Rev. Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am & 5.00pm, Wednesday 12.30pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington 
(08) 9319 2208   Off. (08) 9336 6572
LEEDERVILLE (Henderson Memorial)
Cnr Kimberly & Ruislip Sts. 10.30am. 
Rev. Seong Mo Byun (08) 9382 2325.

ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147. 
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 865 3045
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am. 
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 9739 6490.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St.  10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Gall (08) 8762 1035.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm. 
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.

Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841

PENOLA

Portland St. 9.30am. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08)

9739 6490. Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo

PORT AUGUSTA

Jervois St. 10.00 am.

Barry Rossiter (08) 8642 2059.

SEACLIFF

Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am. 

Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.

WHYALLA

28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.

S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818. 

I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.

The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The

Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.

CROSSROADS 6.30pm.

Underground at 86 Murray St.

H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.

DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)        

13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.

2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).

Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066

HOBART (St John’s)

10.00am & 6.00pm (7.00pm daylight saving).

188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213. 

Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657 

Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.

LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)

Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.

Church Office: (03) 6331 5412

Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412

MONTROSE

Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.

Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.

RIVERSIDE 

Eden St. 10.45am. 

Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.

Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd Sunday. 

Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967

ROKEBY

Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr. 

Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.

SCOTTSDALE 

George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.

9.00am. I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft, 

Pastor Greg Munro  (03) 6352 2527.

STANLEY (St James)

Fletcher St. 10.30am. 

I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.

ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)

65 Main Rd. 10.00am.

I.M. Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412

WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)

Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm. 

I.M. Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480
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To register your church in this section of AP 
is an easy, low cost exercise. 

Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685  
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au

The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50      $45.00 plus GST
Congregations    51 -99      $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more  $65.00 plus GST

south australia

tasmania
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THE PASSAGE EXODUS 16:9-18
THE POINT God’s adequate and reliable provision for His

chosen people cannot be divorced from His glory (9-11, cf 6-

7). He loved them and had made an eternal covenant with

them. In spite of their lack of trust, their grumbling, their

longing for the carnal ways of Egypt from which He had so

recently, and so miraculously, rescued them, He was prepared

to feed them from His own hand alone, and in a way that

would display His glory in their midst.

THE PARTICULARS
• Although we are members of God’s Church individually, in

many things He deals with us, to bless us or to discipline us, as a

community; we are bound to each other in a common bond (9f).

• The LORD demonstrated to His special people His ability to

meet all their daily needs on a regular basis, even by “super”nat-

ural means where necessary. It was in this way He wanted

them to know Him, to have a true, living, relationship with

Him (11-12).

• God’s supply is just right for our needs. This is the literal

meaning of the petition in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us today

our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). Paul used verse 18 to encour-

age generous sharing in the early Church (2 Corinthians 8:13-

15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you trusting God for all your needs (not wants!) each

day?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 16:19-30
THE POINT The LORD’s gracious provision of the manna as

Israel’s staple diet for 40 years in the desert (35) was a daily and

weekly reminder of who they were, and how they were to

relate to Him. 

THE PARTICULARS
• The phenomenon of the manna was not for the people to

study, analyse or pass judgement on; it was provided to nourish

them, to remind them of their daily dependence on their God,

and to remind them of the need to obey God’s directions, even

if to do so seemed to them to be illogical or inconvenient. We

see also in this phenomenon a picture of the Bible (see

Deuteronomy 8:3).

• The special arrangements on the 6th and 7th days reinforced

the above, reminding them that the 7th day was to be a holy

day (cf 20:8), a sign that they were God’s holy people, sepa-

rated to Him.

• The supernatural nature of the manna is evidenced by the fact

that it melted in the sun (21) and yet was cooked by boiling or

baking (23); and that its shelf-life was less than 24 hours if col-

lected on days 1-5, but 48 hours if collected on day 6!

• The wilderness experience is a pattern for the Church in

every age: trust, unquestioning obedience, and a community

rest day!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you “judge” God’s Word, or do you let it be your judge?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 16:31-36

THE POINT Our modern, scientific-age curiosity is aroused

by this strange foodstuff called “manna”: What did it look like?

What did it taste like? What was its composition in terms of

nutrition and health – protein, fat, carbohydrate, sugar, fibre,

etc? What did Friday’s delivery have in it to make it last twice

as long? What was there about the omer sample that was kept

in the gold jar in the ark of the covenant (cf Hebrews 9:4) that

enabled it to last for future generations to come and see? Is an

omer two litres? In the absence of the actual sample, some

have attempted answers to these questions, suggesting that it

was probably the Arabic “man”, “a globular exudation of two

types of scale insects, living on twigs of tamarisk” (Cole). It

seems God wants it to remain a mystery, that we might look

beyond the matter to the meaning.

THE PARTICULARS
• The name the Israelites gave to the substance that appeared

on the ground, “manna”, obviously derives from the Hebrew

for “What is it?”, with some influence from local dialects (31, cf

15).

• Like God’s Word, what He provided for His holy people’s

daily sustenance was nutritious and pleasant tasting (31, cf

Ezek. 3:3).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Would it help to have some manna to test today (cf John

20:29)?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 17:1-7
THE POINT Paul did not hesitate to identify the pre-incarnate

Christ himself with the Rock which was with the Israelites as

the source of life-saving water (1 Corinthians 10:4, cf John

4:10, 7:37-38). Nor should we be surprised to see Christ so

prefigured in the OT – it is His book, a treasury of wisdom

concerning Him, and essential to an adequate understanding of

Him (cf Luke 24:27).

THE PARTICULARS
• It seems this event is different from a similar later one

described in Numbers 20:1-13, and the nickname “Meribah”

(“quarrelling”) given to that incident at “Kadesh=holy” also

became attached to this earlier incident at Rephidim (nick-

named “Massah=testing”) because of the similarities. The

main difference was that at Kadesh Moses struck the rock

twice, with dire consequences not mentioned here (Numbers

20:12). Cf also Psalm 95:8, 81:7.

• When things went wrong the people always looked for some-

one to blame (usually Moses) instead of turning to God for

help. It amounted to grumbling against God and failing to

benefit from His testing/proving process intended for their

good (cf 16:8).

• God was always able to provide for them in every situation.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What part does the OT play in your Gospel understanding?

DAY 8 ... and that rock was Christ.

DAY 5 How good is the God we adore.

DAY 6 No other way: trust and obey.

DAY 7 Manna of speaking, what is it?.



2 2 •  A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N   June 2006

B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE PSALM 95:1-11
THE POINT The psalmist refers to the LORD as our “Rock

of salvation”. This reminds him of the times in the desert when

God provided water from the rock in response to His people’s

grumbling (Meribah – Numbers 20) and doubting/testing

(Massah – Exodus 17). Reflecting on how readily they suc-

cumbed then to the sin of failing to trust the LORD, and the

dire consequences of that sin, he warns God’s holy people of

his own day not to make the same mistake.

THE PARTICULARS
• There is lots to sing and shout about (1-2) when we consider

who God is and what He has done: He is the maker and sus-

tainer/ruler of everything that is, of both the physical universe

(4-5) and the “powers that be” (3); He is the God who saves,

providing a Rock of support/shelter in the midst of all the

uncertainties and storms of life (1). The psalmist invites every-

one to join him in his joy.

• Those who belong to Him in a covenant relationship as His

holy people should worship Him in humility and adoration (6-

7).

• Israel’s disobedience in the desert became the paradigm sin for

generations to come, used as a grave warning about the outcome

of failing to trust God implicitly and walk in His ways (8-11). 

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Does this psalm challenge your lifestyle/attitude toward

God?

THE PASSAGE HEBREWS 4:1-13

THE POINT Israel knew what it meant, in theory and in prac-

tice, to be God’s holy (set apart, special) people; but just know-

ing wasn’t enough – they failed to live it out consistently in

their daily lives. The grumbling/doubting at Meribah/Massah

was a prime example. God’s people in David’s day (Psalm 95)

made the same mistake: they’d heard the good news (gospel) of

God’s saving grace by which He made them His people, but

their hard hearts kept them from receiving the blessing. The

1st Century Jews who had put their trust in Jesus as the

“author and perfecter” of this Gospel (cf Hebrews 12:2) were

running the same risk by drifting back into their old ways as

soon as things started to go pear-shaped. The persecution they

were facing was having exactly the same effect on them as the

lack of water had had on their ancestors in the desert! And

today the Holy Spirit is concerned about us! Are we among

those who know the Gospel but are failing to live as His holy

(distinct, different, set apart) people (Hebrews 12:14)?

THE PARTICULARS
• Every generation of God’s people needs to assess its spiritual

standing before God lest it be guilty of the sin of presumption.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How long have you been a Christian? Have you progressed

in holiness, or slipped back under the pressure of the world?

THE PASSAGE 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-12
THE POINT Paul sees the OT as a very important source

book for the Church in every age (cf 2 Timothy 3:16-17). The

Church today must not ignore it, assign it to the archives of its

library, or fail to study, read and preach it with the NT as God’s

inspired Word.

THE PARTICULARS
• Israel had a collective identity as God’s people. As such they

had the privilege together of God’s covenant blessing, and not

just as discrete individuals (1-4). So it is with the Church today.

• Church membership, and enjoyment of the protection and

blessings God gives to His Church during its earthly pilgrim-

age, does not mean automatic entry into heaven (5; cf 11-12 &

Hebrews 4:11).

• The rock from which Moses, under God’s instruction, pro-

duced the water at Rephidim (Exodus 17:1) and Kadesh

(Numbers 20:1) was a pre-figuring of Christ himself (cf John

4:10; 7:37-38); He was ever-present with His Church during its

desert journey (4).

• Israel discovered many ways to displease her covenant

LORD (7-10). God has recorded these, and their dire conse-

quences, in His Word to warn His Church in every age of how

serious He is about obedience and holiness as marks of the

Church (6, 11-12).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you treat the OT as an inferior part of God’s holy Word? 

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 17:8-16
THE POINT The LORD’s blessings are often closely followed
by challenges and difficulties as Satan tries to catch us offguard.
Remaining focussed on our total dependence on God, and
expressing this through resolute prayer, are essential for victory
in this battle.

THE PARTICULARS
• At the outset of the Amalekite attack Moses sought the
LORD’s help; he didn’t wait until things got desperate. He saw
the battle always as involving both human effort (Joshua and
his men in the valley) and divine intervention (the staff of God
on the hill) (9).
• Joshua’s efforts were a necessary part of the overall progress
of the war, but the determining factor at any one point was

only how Moses’ “prayers” were going (10; cf 1 Timothy 2:8).
• Moses, the leader, engaged others to help him in “prayer”
(12).
• God is happy to attribute the victory to Joshua the soldier
(13), but he wants us to be in no doubt as to its true, ultimate
source.
• “Amalek” serves as a “type” of Satan in spiritual warfare
(16b). The fact that he will always engage in battle against the
Lord’s Church, and that his final defeat is assured (14), bear
this out.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What does your regular pattern of prayer, alone and with oth-
ers, indicate about how important it is to you in spiritual war-
fare?

DAY 12 The LORD is my banner.

DAY 9 Wholly holy? Holey?.

DAY 10 Holiness, the key.

DAY 11 Learning from our history.
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THE PASSAGE EXODUS 18:1-12
THE POINT The global missionary effect of the Gospel is

anticipated in the way God involves other nations in the life of

His holy people.

THE PARTICULARS
• We know that Moses first met Reuel/Jethro, the Midianite

(descendants of Abraham by Keturah – Genesis 25:1-4), when

he fled from Pharaoh; we know that he married Jethro’s daugh-

ter, Zipporah, and they had a son, Gershom (2:15ff); we know

also that when God sent Moses back to Egypt after 40 years,

Zipporah and Gershom went with him (4:18-26). What we

don’t know is when Eliezer was born, nor when Zipporah and

her two sons returned to Midian (presumably for safety as ten-

sions rose in Egypt), but the reunion was probably only a few

months later.

• Moses, like many other men of faith in the Bible, gave names

to his sons which reflected his faith, reminding him that,

though an alien in Midian (and in Egypt before that), his God,

the God of his father, had continued to help him in every cir-

cumstance. 

• Jethro’s recognition of Israel as the LORD’s holy and blessed

people stands in sharp contrast to the attitude of the rest of the

Midianites who continued to fight and menace them (cf Judges

6).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are you praying for evangelism among Arabic people today?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 18:13-27
THE POINT This passage is a good example of a presbyterial

form of Church government, involving God exercising His

sovereign authority and rule through shared/collective leader-

ship among His people.

THE PARTICULARS
• Moses’ great humility (cf Numbers 12:3) is demonstrated in

his willingness to submit to the age-acquired wisdom of his

father-in-law who, although not one of the LORD’s holy peo-

ple, had shown his commitment to the LORD’s power (11)

and ways (12).

• A one-man-band approach to ministry wears out, not only

the leader, but the people as well (18). Justice delayed is justice

denied and encourages discontent and revolt (cf 2 Samuel 15:1-

6).

• The process of “judging” involved the practical application of

true spiritual wisdom to particular cases under dispute. The

task, and the qualities necessary to carry it out, are similar to

those required by elders in the NT Church (21, cf Titus 1:5-9).

• The leaders were to be men chosen from among the people

themselves (21), and with different levels of responsibility (25).

• Moses was to be the leader of the leaders before God; his role

was to lead them by sound doctrine and godly example (20)!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why are both instruction and example essential in leaders

(20)?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 19:1-8

THE POINT So far the LORD had been leading the Israelites

down the SW coast of the Sinai Peninsula along the NE side of

the Gulf of Suez. They now come to the mountain that would

become the defining place for them as God’s own people, “sep-

arated” (holy) to Him alone in an encounter marking them off

completely from every other nation. Because God’s holiness

(“otherness”) was so closely tied to His moral perfection it

made inescapable moral demands on His covenant people (cf

Leviticus 20:7). The rescue operation to this point had been all

of grace (4); now the LORD was introducing conditions of

obedience. In spite of Israel’s naive assent to these conditions,

with their implied confidence in being able to meet them (8),

they would discover over the next millennium and a half that

they still needed the miracle of God’s grace (cf Jeremiah 31:31-

34; Ezekiel 36:24-27; Galatians 2:21). 

THE PARTICULARS
• God left Israel in no doubt as to their unique relationship to

Him: everything is His, but Israel, His Church, especially so

(5-6). 

• The people called to obedience were the ones who had seen

the undeniable evidence of God’s grace and power on their

behalf (4).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why could God make strong demands on Israel (cf Luke

12:48)?

THE PASSAGE 1 PETER 2:1-12
THE POINT The exact identification of the Church with

Israel and Israel with the Church is made clear in Scripture by

Peter’s use of the terminology of Exodus 19: 5-6 in this part of

his letter; he is linking directly to the Church all the privileges

and responsibilities God had applied exclusively to Israel at Mt

Sinai! The nation Israel was simply the custodian of these

promises until Christ came. 

THE PARTICULARS
• Because of God’s amazing grace in Christ (1:1-6, 18-21), we,

His people, are to live holy lives (1:13-16, 22-25; 2:1-3, 11-12).

• The OT Temple (so central to Israel’s identity but now gone

for ever) is replaced by the living Church, consisting not of

bricks and mortar, but of God’s chosen people, hewn and

shaped to the pattern of Christ the “cornerstone” (cf Isaiah

28:16), and held together by Him as the key “capstone” (cf

Psalm 118:22) (4-8).

• Being part of God’s Church, His “separated” (holy) people

makes us “aliens and strangers” in the world, but shining as

lights (11f).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Find the links between the terms used in Exodus 19:5-6 and

the ones Peter uses here in verses 5 and 9. What will happen if

the Church today ignores the call to holiness as the nation of

Israel did during her history as God’s Church (cf Hebrews

12:14-29)?

DAY 16 The challenge of holiness.

DAY 13 Family reunion.

DAY 14 The appointment of elders.

DAY 15 Carried on eagles’ wings.
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THE PASSAGE EXODUS 19:9-25
THE POINT Hebrews 12:14-29, commenting on this passage,

confirms that the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ is still a holy

God who takes seriously His relationship with sinners saved by

His grace. 

THE PARTICULARS
• It is important that God’s people were convinced that Moses

was His appointed spokesman (9). Paul argues a similar case

for himself in Galatians 1– especially vv. 11-12. Our commit-

ment to Scripture as God’s infallible, Spirit-breathed Word is

reinforced by these declarations as to how He reveals Himself.

• God warns us that when we come together to meet with

Him (as we do when we gather for worship each Lord’s Day)

we are not to come in an off-handed, casual way, because He is

a holy God, and our attitude of heart must always reflect this

(10-15).

• The invisible God controls the elements, using them to carry

out His purposes in a powerful, visible way, for our benefit (16-

19).

• Man can only approach God on God’s revealed terms (20-

25).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Because of what Jesus has done for us, we sinners can be

God’s friends. Such a gracious provision on God’s part can so

easily cause us to lose sight of His holiness. What should we do

to prevent this from happening (see Heb. 10:19-25; 12:28-29)?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 20:1-12
THE POINT The 10 Commandments were given directly to

Moses by God on Mt Sinai in the sight of all His covenant peo-

ple, His holy nation. They are a summary of the written Law

which was to be the basis of His contract with them. This

Law always anticipated the coming of Jesus as Saviour, because

it is not possible for sinful man to meet its requirements.

However, the fact that Jesus met them on behalf of all God’s

elect does not cancel the Law’s standing as God’s revelation of

what constitutes the holy living He desires of all His holy peo-

ple, as Paul says in Romans 8:1-4.

THE PARTICULARS
• God’s redemption of His people is the basis on which He can

command from them a response of commitment to holiness

(1-2).

• We must let nothing usurp the place of our redeeming God

as the primary and central focus of every aspect of our lives (3).

• God is spirit and is not to be represented in any physical

form, not even as a supposed aid to worship (4-6, cf John 4:23-

24). 

• We uphold God’s holiness, and mark ourselves off as holy, by

the careful use of both His Name, and His special Day (7-11). 

• The human family is to reflect always the family of God (12). 

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Is holiness the focus of your lifestyle, interests, relationships?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 20:13-21
THE POINT As Jesus pointed out in Matthew 5:21-48, it is

possible to give lip-service to Commandments 6-10 while miss-

ing their whole point. We are prone to trivialise their import

by applying them only to our public, formal behaviour instead

of using them to examine the inner motivations of our heart.

The Israelites saw the Law being given against the backdrop of

a red hot, violently trembling, smoking mountain as it

reminded them of the holiness of their God. They knew He

meant business, that He was getting at the very core of their

being, and so they desperately needed a Moses to stand before

them to protect them from God’s wrath.

THE PARTICULARS

• Murder, adultery, theft and lying are the symptoms of a far

deeper problem: a sinful heart. The problem can only be

addressed by dealing with the hatred, lust, greed and self-inter-

est lying behind such antisocial behaviour (13-17; cf Mark 7:20-

23).

• The fear of a holy God is a good deterrent against sin (18-

21)!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Violence/dishonesty are threats to the stability of our society;

covetousness/lust are what drive our advertising industry; all of

the above are considered the basic ingredients of a successful

film industry. Where does our society stand before a holy

God?

THE PASSAGE EXODUS 20:22-26
THE POINT The more man focusses on himself and the

things of earth, the less he will appreciate the holiness of the

God in whose image he is.

THE PARTICULARS
• All aids to worship in the form of elaborate, costly images are

forbidden; God is unseen in heaven (22), not seen on earth

(23).

• Verses 24-26 had a particular, clear application to the nation

assembled at the foot of Mt Sinai at the beginning of the 40-

year sojourn in the desert. But it isn’t easy to apply them to

another time or circumstance. It is tempting to see them as a

warning against the potential danger of developing elaborate

buildings and worship practices that end up being more of a

memorial to the greatness/skill/beauty of man than of God;

but God will go on to give Moses, and later Solomon, detailed

instructions for the building of the impressive Tabernacle and

Temple. Perhaps there is a tension here we need to keep in bal-

ance: many old churches have served their purpose and are now

just heritage headaches!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How important is it to be pro-active in preserving modesty

in worship practices today? Can the use of drama in worship

run the risk of neglecting the warning of verse 26? Is there a

link between holiness before God and modesty of dress gener-

ally?

DAY 20 Holiness and worship.

DAY 17 The holiness of God.

DAY 18 A blueprint for holiness.

DAY 19 The (overdue?) fear of the Lord.
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Victorian moderator

Rev. Grant Lawry, minister of
Canterbury Presbyterian Church, was
appointed Moderator Designate of the
2006 General Assembly at Victoria’s
Commission of Assembly.

Andrew Vines was appointed as the
Christian Education and Nurture
Committee’s youth worker. However,
because Mr Vines is a candidate for the
ministry, the appointment was made sub-
ject to the approval of his presbytery, with
the date of his commencement to be
mutually agreed to by both the presbytery
and the committee.

Rev. Dr Robert Carner was reap-
pointed home mission director for a fur-
ther five years from 2 October.

Mission budget up

The commission set the general mission
program budget for 2006/07 at $117,920,
up 60 per cent on the 2005/06 figure, but
reduced by the reallocation of the funds
previously held by the Christian Schools
Development Committee, which was dis-
charged by the October 2005 Assembly,
leaving a balance of $95,000 to be allocated
to the presbyteries. The increase was made
up of funding for the Theological
Education Committee’s training officer
($30,000) and the establishment of a
property development trust ($10,720).

Pay rise for ministers

Victoria’s commission increased the min-
imum remuneration for ministers from
$40,248 to $41,376. The rise starts on 1
July. 

Church and society

The commission commended to the
church the call by the General Assembly
of Australia for a national day/period of
prayer and fasting leading up to
Reformation Sunday (29 October) to
seek the presence of God, with prepared
material for the guidance of congregations
to be distributed to each Session and
Presbytery.

The commission noted concern over
the proposed Charter of Rights by the
State Government and requested the
Church and Nation Committee in con-

junction with other Christians to seek
amendment of the legislation.

The commission endorsed the article
by Rev. David Palmer, convener of the
Church and Nation Committee, pub-
lished in The Age on 1 May, and called
upon the Premier of Victoria to either
repeal the Racial and Religious Tolerance
Act 2001 or at the very least to accept the
amendments proposed in the church lead-
ers’ Statement of Concern.

Intentional ministry

Intentional interim ministry is ministry
by specially trained pastors in the period
between the departure of one pastor and
the arrival of his successor.

The Victorian commission approved
interim ministry in principle, encouraged
efforts by the PCV, PCNSW and PCQld
to establish a common standard of qualifi-
cation and training, and instructed the
Home Mission Committee to bring to
the 2006 General Assembly a report on
the training and implementation of an
intentional interim ministry.

New on Sunday

The St David’s (North Toowoomba,
Qld) session is introducing a monthly
Sunday evening gathering. On the first
Sunday of each month in the church
building at 6pm there will be an informal
time of fellowship, praise, and prayer in a
more interactive environment. It will not
be a worship service as such, nor is it
intended as an alternative to the morning

worship service. Its aim is to provide an
additional get-together, consisting of
favourite hymns, learning new songs, a
devotion, and an open prayer time. It will
run for about 1 hour to 1 hour and 15
minutes. More information from Rev.
Andrew M Clarke (07) 4632 8027.

Fire on the Mountain

Fire on the Mountain is a biblical world-
view conference weekend held on
Tamborine Mountain in south-east
Queensland from 11 to 13 August. This
year’s keynote speaker is Dr Peter Jones,
scholar in residence at Westminster
Theological Seminary, California. Dr
Jones specialises in the growing challenge
of neo-paganism. He is also director of
Christian Witness to a Pagan Planet, a
research and resource ministry. His books
include Pagans in the Pews, The Gnostic
Empire Strikes Back, Cracking the DaVinci
Code and Capturing the Pagan Mind. His
wife, Rebecca Jones, an author and
speaker, will present a seminar entitled
Does Christianity Squash Women? Rev.
Fayek Iskander, a Presbyterian minister
working as an evangelist in Australia for
the Presbyterian Church of Australia,
will speak on Islam, Dr Frank Stootman,
lecturer in physics at Western Sydney
University will be speaking, and Mrs
Sandra Percy will speak on the literature
of Dorothy Sayers as she explains how
Christians can enjoy literature as well as
learn from it. For further information
contact Rev. Kim Dale (07) 5545 2041,
info@fireonthemountain.org.au.
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Celebrating joint mission

On 30 April at St Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church, Flemington
(Melbourne), the 12th anniversary ser-
vice of the Presbyterian and Scots’
Church Joint Mission was conducted by
Rev. Douglas Robertson of Scots’
Church, Melbourne. Before a packed
congregation of representatives from
members of churches from metropolitan
and country Victoria, state moderator
Graeme Weber brought greetings from
the Victorian Assembly. He spoke of the
importance of the mission in providing
food, clothing and spiritual well-being for
those in need. Mr Robertson spoke of
how, by giving of oneself to help others,
Christians are following the teachings of
Jesus Christ.

Gay marriage closer

The Australian Christian Lobby (ACL)
has called on the Federal Government to
overturn the new ACT Civil Unions Act,
which still equates a civil union with a
marriage.

Jim Wallace, managing director of
ACL, was disappointed by amendments
to the original Civil Unions Bill, which
now says a “civil union is not a marriage
but is to be treated as such for all purposes
under Territory law”. 

“Mr Stanhope has legislated for same
sex marriage in all but name,” said Mr
Wallace. “We now have a Territory rela-
tionship that is not a marriage but is to be
treated as one anyway, which involves
exactly the same processes that create a
marriage. The amendments are a transpar-
ent and unsuccessful attempt to deal with
conflicts between this legislation and the
federal Marriage Act.” 

Anglicans sell palace

The Anglican Church in Melbourne
plans to sell Bishopscourt, the historic
East Melbourne “palace” that has been
home to the city’s archbishops since 1853.
Vicar-General John Wilson confirmed
the controversial proposal last month,
saying it would free money for urgent
ministries and save large sums in restora-
tion and maintenance. 

The heritage-listed mansion, next to
the former Mercy Hospital in Grey Street,
is thought to be worth around $12 mil-
lion.

Even before the church’s council
decided to try to sell or lease the property,
senior Anglicans wrote to the diocesan

newspaper, pleading for it to be kept. 
Three historians – Dr Morna

Sturrock, Dr John Moses and Dr David
Wetherell – called it a sacred site and said
they hoped the church would not inflate
its estimate of the property’s costs to jus-
tify selling it.

The diocese has considered selling it
several times in past decades but this is the
first time the diocesan council has voted
to proceed. The Catholic Church sold
Raheen, its episcopal residence, many
years ago. 

Terrorists confess

Seven suspected Islamic terrorists have
confessed to beheading three Indonesian
schoolgirls in Poso, on the Indonesian
island of Sulawesi, last October, accord-
ing to Indonesian police. Five men were
arrested on 5 May. “Two of the arrested
men were involved in the murders,”
national police spokesman Brigadier
General Anton Bachrul Alam told
reporters. “Another was detained for car-
rying ammunition, while the other two
were arrested as accessories to the
crimes.”  Two additional suspects have not
yet been named. 

Theresia Morangke, 15, Alfita
Poliwo, 17, and Yarni Sambue, 15, were
beheaded early in the morning of
October 29, 2005, as they walked to a
Christian school in Poso district. A
fourth girl, Noviana Malewa, 15,
received serious injuries to her face and
neck but survived.

Conspiracy obsession attacked

The Archbishop of Canterbury has
attacked society’s obsession with books
such as The Da Vinci Code which, he says,
encourage people to believe that the
Christian faith is a series of “conspiracies
and cover-ups”. 

Dr Rowan Williams said that there is a
tendency to treat Biblical texts “as if they
were unconvincing press releases from
some official source whose intention is to
conceal the real story”.  

“We have become so suspicious of the
power of words ... the first assumption we
make is that we’re faced with spin of some
kind, with an agenda being forced on us.

So the modern response to the proclama-
tion, ‘Christ is risen!’ is likely to be, ‘Ah,
but you would say that, wouldn’t you?
Now, what’s the real agenda?’.”   

Da Vinci, the CD

Gospel artist Stuart Menzies Farrant,
one of Britain’s most radio-friendly
Christian singer-songwriters, is inviting
people to trade in their copy of The Da
Vinci Code by Dan Brown for a free copy
of his brand new album, Presence. 

“People are getting so excited about
the release of the film that I wanted to
enter into the debate by giving away 100
free copies of my album – to people who
are prepared to let go of the lies and find
the Truth,” the guitarist said. 

Assist news services

Iraqi Christians flee

‘The main Arabic speaking congrega-
tion in Baghdad (Iraq) used to have two
crowded morning services totalling more
than 1200 people. Now only 40 to 60 peo-
ple living in the immediate vicinity attend
the single service,” the Middle East
Reformed Fellowship reports. The
Assyrian-speaking pastor was forced to
flee ... The pastor of the Mosul congrega-
tion also had to flee for his life.” 

High-tech Word

The World Bible Translation Centre is
distributing the Arabic New Testament
on CD to make it less visible than a
printed Bible in those Middle Eastern
countries where it is unsafe to have a
Bible. Spokesman Gary Bishop says the
centre is now working on a second ver-
sion of the CD with both the text and the
audio of the Bible. That would make it
easier to put in other digital media devices,
be reproduced, and utilise the technology
that increasingly available. 

Wisdom of Solomons

Religious leaders in the Solomon Islands
launched an appeal for peace and reconcil-
iation after recent riots that destroyed
most of Chinatown. The leaders con-
demned the violence and said the country
needs harmony and that social conflict
must be avoided at all costs. The Catholic
Archbishop of Honiara, Adrian Smith,
said “the people of Honiara must ask for-
giveness for the damage caused to
Chinese immigrants and offer them a
message of peace”. Archbishop Smith
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asked individual Catholics, parishes, asso-
ciations not to let themselves be misled by
certain “criminal groups” which want to
plunge the country back into crisis, con-
flict and violence. 

Fides 

Court upholds Bible rights

A Canadian ruling that quoting Bible
condemnation of homosexuality
amounted to provoking hatred has been
reversed by the highest court in the
Canadian province of Saskatchewan. An
evangelical Christian was found guilty of
inciting hatred and ordered to pay dam-
ages to three homosexuals who com-
plained after he published an advertise-
ment that the Bible said no to homosex-
ual behaviour. The Christian’s first
appeal failed, but the Court of Appeal
reversed that ruling, saying the ad was
“bluntly presented and doubtlessly
upsetting to many”, but it didn’t violate
the code.

WorldNetDaily

Angry Copts march

By Barney Zwartz

‘Copts have been silent for 1400 years’’
the banner outside St Paul’s Cathedral
claimed. On 24 April, Melbourne’s Copts
broke that silence emphatically, more than
2000 marching from the cathedral to
Parliament to protest against persecution
in Egypt.  

More than a fifth of Melbourne’s
10,000 Copts (Egyptian Christians)
joined the march, stopping at the
Department of Foreign Affairs and the
Egyptian consulate  to present petitions. 

It was part of worldwide protests to
put pressure on the Egyptian
Government to halt attacks on churches
by Islamic fanatics and stop the cover-ups. 

“We can’t put up with this persecution
any more. We are calling on the Australian
Government to say to the Egyptian

Government, ‘enough is enough’,’’
Bishop Suriel, Melbourne’s Coptic
bishop, told the marchers. 

On Good Friday, four Coptic churches
in Alexandria were attacked with swords
and one man was killed. When one con-
gregation tried to chase the attackers, a
policeman stopped them at gunpoint. 

The Egyptian Government claimed it
was a madman working alone, but it was
hard to see how he could attack four
churches in different places at once,
Bishop Suriel told The Age. The
Government also claimed the dead man
died of a heart attack, but photographs
showed the body covered in blood from a
stab wound. 

Liz Attia, a spokeswoman for the
Coptic community, said Copts, 10 per
cent of Egypt’s population, faced constant
discrimination  and fear of violence. “We
want the government  to realise it’s not
just Copts who are disgusted but the
whole world,’’ she said. 

The march, led by white-robed clergy,
was an unusual protest, with singing and
prayers in different languages rather than
slogans. Busy Melburnians stopped to
stare, and shopkeepers came to their doors.
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On the 
Agenda

The Presbyterian Inland Mission (PIM) is seeking
under God's gracious leading, to establish a

Presbyterian congregation in Darwin. There is a real
need for a Reformed and Evangelical Church, which

by God's grace will shine
as a beacon for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. A

number of committed Presbyterians living in the
Darwin area have expressed excitement in being part

of this work, which the Lord willing it is hoped will
start from 1 January 2007.

The PIM Committee is looking for a PCA Minister with
at least 5 years experience to plant and develop this

new congregation.
Applicants will need to exhibit a clear com-

mitment to the Reformed/Evangelical faith
in accord with the doctrinal require-

ments of the PCA. In addition applicants
will also be expected to have a proven

record in evangelistic and outreach
experience with proven ability in planting

and developing a congregation.

As an appointee of the PIM, the Minister of the Darwin
Mission Church will work under the supervision and
direction of the PIM Executive through its Superintendent.
It is expected that the initial appointment will be for
four years with a view to its renewal at the end of a
satisfactory first term.
A travel allowance to enable the appointee and family
to make one return trip per year to a capital city
within Australia will be part of the renumaration 
package. The final remuneration will be negotiated
once an appointee has been selected.
If you are interested in this unique opportunity please

direct all enquiries in the first instance to the 
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (PIM

Superintendent) 08 9319 2208, 
superintendent@pim.org.au.
Written applications are to be submit-
ted to Rev. Paul Logan P.O. Box 2196,
Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012, 

assembly@pcnsw.org.au, 
(02) 9690 9371 by 15 July 2006.

Darwin Presbyterian Mission Church



Bob Thomas, the head of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, also
spoke, calling on Canberra to ask the
Egyptian Government to make freedom
of religion available to all. 

Egyptian Consul-General Fatma
Glal told the marchers she understood
their grievances. “What hurts you hurts us
all, and the Government is doing all it
can,’’ she said. 

The Age

Mobile phone gambling

International gambling conglomerates
are hoping to flood Australia with a new
wave of technology which allows for gam-
bling via the convenience of a mobile
phone, according to social campaigner
and NSW MP Gordon Moyes.

Dr Moyes does not want to see the
mobile phone betting games and lotteries
introduced into Australia, and is implor-
ing ministers responsible for gambling
licenses to reject any license application
that seeks to introduce them.

In NSW Parliament last month Dr
Moyes labelled them “convenient and dan-
gerous” and rejected their goal of estab-
lishing “around-the-clock mobile phone
gambling as a way of boosting the partici-
pation of young Australians in lotteries”.

“The fact that the world’s second
largest gambling conglomerate Intralot
has signalled that they will be promoting
this form of gambling among young peo-
ple is deplorable.”

Dr Moyes said a recent submission by
the company predicted that by the end of
next year 80 per cent of people in Asia-
Pacific with mobile phones would be
using them to gamble on lotteries. 

“Apparently we are looking at the
onset of a flood, so we need to consider
the social destruction it will wreak now.
The mobile phone gambler will be com-
pletely out of reach and anonymous to
gambling addiction services,” he said. 

Young lead poverty battle

Young people were leading the battle
against poverty, World Vision Australia
chief executive Tim Costello told a forum
at Swinburne University, Melbourne,
last month. 

“Young people understand that
poverty is the new slavery issue – it’s the
moral challenge of our time,” Mr Costello
told a public meeting at Swinburne
University. 

He said that baby boomers’ parents
asked whether there was life after death,
but baby boomers asked whether there

was life before death. Baby boomers
focused on building security and quality
of life but “the next generation has a
moral nuance, and asks why not quality of
life for all”.

Mr Costello said that in a marked gen-
erational change, young Australians
showed an intolerance for poverty. “They
ask why is it like this – they don’t just
accept that people are poor because they
are lazy or stupid or corrupt, and we’re off
the hook.

“They say it’s stupid that any child dies
from bad drinking water when we have
access to any number of mobile phones
and DVDs.”

“People say if there are poor in
Australia, that’s a problem, but beyond
our borders we equivocate. Young people
don’t think like that because of their
global culture. They ask, ‘Why does our
ethical duty stop at Australian waters?’”

Mr Costello said that young people
travelled widely, schools taught about
global injustice, and the issue resonated
through such influences as singer Bob
Geldof and Live Aid concerts. When he
debated Liberal MP Bruce Bilson on the
subject at Monash University recently,
“they were 10-deep outside the door.
There’s been nothing like it since the
Vietnam war.” 
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Child Care Centres or
Independent Living
Units on Church property?

Has your parish/school or agency considered leasing
your surplus land for the establishment of a Child
Care Centre, or for Low Care accommodation for
seniors as an income stream as well as expanding
the Mission of the Church?

Inquiries and brochures on
both concepts to National

Child Care Centre Pty Ltd
1300 364 064 or email:

office@nccc.net.au

Caloundra – Qld
Self contained 2 BR Units. Ocean views, BBQ & heated pool,

close to shops and beaches. Specials: 2 nights @ $200,  
3 nights @ $250. Contact Marianne/Martin 07 5491 7155 or
email info@seafarerchase.net Web www.seafarerchase.net



Five friends and I were having
breakfast one morning when our
conversation turned to our friend
Cindy.  She was convinced divorce

was the answer to her problems. 
“I wish Cindy would listen to us,” I

said.
“She made it clear she doesn’t want to

hear anything from us divorcées,” said
Betsy. “She’s made up her mind, and she’s
not changing it.”

That morning, in utter frustration, my
friends and I compiled a list: what we wish
we’d known before we got divorced —
the things we wanted Cindy to know
before she made her final decision. Each
of us had experienced the upheaval of
divorce and watched 12 of our close
friends’ second marriages end. 

We all knew Cindy wasn’t casually
deciding to end her marriage — few peo-
ple do.  Divorce is one of the most ago-
nising choices a couple makes. We under-
stood the anger, panic, abandonment, and
feelings of being trapped that lead many
people to divorce. But we’d also experi-
enced the “other side” of being single
again. We’d seen the lives of our children
changed forever. Years later, we continue
to live with the ongoing pain and compli-
cations of a destroyed marriage. 

As a licensed psychologist, I’ve heard
many people consider the possibility of
ending their marriage. They look at divorce
as a solution to their marital woes, a viable
answer to their pain and frustration. 

Ultimately, however, it creates only dif-
ferent problems. In a recent study by

the Institute for American Values chaired
by sociologist Linda Waite of the
University of Chicago, researchers asked,
“Does divorce make people happy?”
They found that those who ended their
troubled marriage in divorce weren’t any
happier than those who remained mar-
ried. In fact, two-thirds of those who
stayed married reported happy marriages
five years later.

Here’s the list we compiled for Cindy.

1. Life will change more than you
realise.

“I thought I’d enjoy being alone,” says
Lori, who has never remarried. “But I’m

lonely. Whenever my friends complain
about how needy their husbands or chil-
dren are, I say, ‘Try living without that’.”

Andy, like Lori, hasn’t remarried. “I
didn’t expect to miss odd things like the
towels folded neatly, shopping for gro-
ceries together, or the Saturday routine
we’d established,” he says. After his
divorce, Andy
realised how
much the famil-
iar, everyday
things of mar-
ried life meant to
him. 

Add children
to the equation,
and the result is
even stickier.
Instead of two
people parenting
your children, if you have custody, you’re
left to do it all alone. You become the sole
breadwinner, spiritual adviser, disciplinar-
ian, housekeeper. The stress levels of this
responsibility can become staggering.

Then there are the scheduling dilem-
mas. Recently, my friend Betsy and I were
discussing how complicated it can be to
see our sons during a short college break.
Although we both cooperate with our ex-
husbands, we still ache as we watch our
innocent children bear the heavy respon-
sibility of carefully doling out their time
between the families in an effort not to
alienate either parent. 

Although the everyday occurrences
can create plenty of challenges after
divorce, the special occasions are worse.
Every birthday, holiday, wedding, or
funeral is a potential nightmare. Allison
told me: “At my future daughter-in-law’s
wedding, she’s planning to walk down the
aisle by herself because she has multiple
fathers and is torn between her alle-
giances. My heart breaks for her.” These
problems don’t end when the children
grow up and marry. The hassles continue

with the grandchildren.
Even if you remarry, the consequences

of your divorce continue to impact your
life. Jan Coleman, author of After the
Locusts, was single again for 12 years
before marrying Carl. As good as her pre-
sent marriage is, she doesn’t hesitate to
say what a dramatic change it made in her
life. 

“Yes, you can love and trust again,” she
says. “But the first marriage is God’s best,
His design. We weren’t meant to give up
on it, but to work through all the strug-
gles to God’s glory and our best. The tear-
ing of the flesh may heal, but the scars are
always there. Remarriage can be great in
many ways if you marry for the right rea-
sons, but it’s still not the same.”

2. Your life won’t be more carefree
As a self-confident, independent

woman with a fast-moving career and no
children, Stephanie couldn’t wait to be
free of the pain of her dying marriage.

“I would no longer have to put with up
his problems,” she says. “I’d be able to do
what I wanted when I wanted. But after
the divorce, it was my career and my
home that began to hold me hostage. I
was imprisoned by all the things I thought
made me look good.” Divorce never
brought the carefree lifestyle Stephanie
had expected. 

There are those seemingly hidden emo-
tional wounds that can pop open

when we least expect or which we learn to
expect on special anniversaries. Jan
Coleman says: “Every Christmas, I
become depressed. After 20 years it still
hits me suddenly, without warning. I was
first married in December, and my child-
hood sweetheart left me for another
woman 15 Decembers later. Every year I
have a weepy week.”

Jan’s second husband understands and
gives her the space “to grieve again for the
loss of that ideal family I spent my life
imagining. There are times when it hits
him too. You’re never free from the
effects of that broken first marriage”.

I know this truth from personal expe-
rience. Recently, I began dating someone
who’s divorced. Because of our pasts, we
have several barriers in our current rela-
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A bad end
What I wish I’d known before I got divorced.

Georgia
Shaffer
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Two-thirds 
of those who
stayed married
reported
happy 
marriages five
years later.



tionship — one of which is the fear of
trusting and loving again.

3. You trade one set of problems for
another

Even the most amiable break-ups bring
deep wounds. There are always conse-
quences to divorce. “What I didn’t antici-
pate,” says Brad, who hasn’t remarried,
“was the way my friends perceived me. All
of a sudden I became damaged goods.
One couple, who’d been my close friends
for 20 years, became cool toward me after
the divorce.”

There’s a rip-
ple effect. Your
divorce doesn’t
just affect you
and your spouse.
It affects every-
one around you.
Friends often feel
as if they must
pick sides, so
they keep their
d i s t a n c e .
Re la t ionships
with those who
do remain loyal change abruptly. Church
friends may stay away, feeling uncomfort-
able. And family members who’ve grown
to love and care for the ex feel forced to
“divorce” as well.

Then there are the financial ramifica-
tions. Dividing the assets isn’t always
done equitably. Vern was left with only 31
percent of his retirement account even
though his ex-wife worked and they had
no children together. At the age of 49, this

circumstance was a blow to his retirement
plans.

If there’s a remarriage, blending chil-
dren from previous marriages brings
problems that can range from emotional
chaos to stoic tolerance. A recently
remarried friend said: “My life is more
complicated than ever. I’ve put all this
effort into a new marriage, but we’re
struggling. My new stepson ignores me.
His attitude is, ‘I’m here to be with my
dad and that’s it.’ I feel horrible — like a
second class citizen in my own home.”

4. Feelings can be deceiving
Kathy, who was in her 20s and newly

married, learned that following her feelings
can have tragic consequences. “My hus-
band was away a lot, and most evenings I
was home alone. I felt lonely and empty.
Many nights I cried myself to sleep and
wondered why I ever got married.

“When I met a man who made me feel
alive and passionate about life, I con-
cluded these feelings of excitement con-
firmed I was no longer in love with my
husband. Rather than praying and giving
my concerns to God, I took the situation
in my own hands and moved out. I was
convinced I’d made a mistake in getting
married.” 

Still single five years later, Kathy wishes
some wise woman would have come

alongside her, prayed with her, and gently
reminded her that love is a choice and a
commitment, not an emotion.

When my son was six years old, he’d
complain about being disciplined for dis-
obeying what he called my “stupid rules”.
Over and over I’d repeat, “Kyle, I’m being
short-term mean, but long-term nice.”

Like children, we sometimes allow our
desire for momentary pleasure to pull us
from God’s best. Rather than doing the
hard work it takes to invest daily in our
marriage, we make seemingly innocent
decisions thinking they’ll do no harm.

Our friend Cindy didn’t listen to us.
She opted for the divorce.  Sadly she 
wasn’t willing to persevere and uncover
the lost treasures that first drew her and
her husband together. With God’s help,
her current pain or discontentment could
have been transformed into long-term joy
and abundant blessings. Like my son
learned many years ago, short-term pain
can indeed lead to long-term gain.

Georgia Shaffer, author of A Gift of
Mourning Glories: Restoring Your Life
After Loss (Vine Brooks), is a speaker and
licensed psychologist in Pennsylvania. Visit
Georgia at www.GeorgiaShaffer.com.    ap
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Worked harder: “I wish I’d gone to a

reliable Christian counselor and com-

mitted to working through the prob-

lems. I gave up.” — Jeff*

Respected my spouse: “How I wish

I’d followed my parents’ example.

They had the utmost respect for each

other — they never offered sarcasm or

negative words. My father used to say,

‘Your mother will be my bride until the

day I die.’ She was.” — Nancy 

Put God first: “Christ should have

been the centre of our relationship. I

made a god of my husband, and he

began to act like one.” — Margaret

Guarded my words: “I blamed my

wife for every problem that arose. But

I needed to do my own soul search-

ing.” — John

Focused on my spouse’s positive
attributes: “Both of us brought

uplifting qualities to our marriage. But

before long I was focusing only on his

weaknesses, not his gifts.” — Betsy .

“What I Wish 
I’d Done to Save 

My Marriage”

There’s a 
ripple effect.
Your divorce
doesn’t just
affect you and
your spouse. 
It affects
everyone
around you.



Several times in the last six months I
have knocked on the door of my
oldest son’s bedroom only to
realise I had interrupted his Bible

reading. Likewise, I have often casually
walked past Jake’s room and seen him
lying on his bed with his head in the Bible.
Nothing could give a father greater joy.

There are many duties of a father. He
has to provide for his children’s physical
and emotional needs. There is also the
duty to protect them. But no duty brings
as much joy as meeting the spiritual needs
of his children by simply reading the Bible
to them. In this article I would like to
share with you what I am doing with my
boys and the joy it continues to bring.
The purpose is that other fathers might be
encouraged to do likewise.

Let me start by saying that I am no
expert. What I have done was partly dri-
ven by a sense of my own failure as a
father and a Christian in not being sys-
tematic at reading the Scriptures and not
setting a godly example in the home. It
also came out of a sense of frustration
with children’s Bibles that seemed to
focus on the “nice” stories and gloss over
the difficult parts of God’s judgment and
horrid stories of man’s sinfulness.

To fill you in on the family picture, we
have three boys – Ben, Jake and Daniel
aged 15, 13 and 8. I always found regular
and systematic family devotions difficult
to orchestrate. And yet my conscience
kept convicting me that I needed to take
the spiritual lead with my boys. 

This is what I did. I set a goal of read-
ing the whole Bible to them in their

primary school years. I did this individu-
ally most of the time so that each boy had
time with Dad alone. I would read about
one chapter every day. We would talk
about it and then pray. I had a couple of
encouragements along the way. These
were rewards when we finished the first
book and when we finished the New
Testament. But most important was a
chart with all the books of the Bible listed
and a box to mark off for each chapter.
With this they see a little bit of progress
every day.

Jake is my second boy. Last year, on the
night before his last day of primary school

we read Daniel 12, and with that, finished
the whole bible. He had this delightful
grin on his face and felt a great sense of
accomplishment. I gave him a gift, as I had
promised, an NIV teen study Bible. I have
now set before him another task, to read
it all himself in his high school years. 

Let me tell you that he has taken to the
task like a
trooper. Within a
month he had fin-
ished Genesis.
Can you imagine
the joy for me as a
dad to have this
young teenager
come up to me
and share what he
is reading in the
Bible? He would
often comment
that it was a bit different to how he had
remembered or imagined. This discipline
and habit of reading the scriptures is a
great legacy to leave our children. 

Please don’t think I found this an easy
thing to do. Almost every morning I
could have found something else to do
and been tempted to give it a miss. This

was unavoidable at times. For the last two
years we had to shift to the evenings
because of a job change. I found the
evenings even harder. Each Dad has to do
what he can in his circumstances.

Reading the whole Bible is a marvelous
thing to do with your kids. It leaves such
an impression of the scriptures on their
hearts and in their minds. My older boys
now look forward to meaty Bible studies
in youth group. They even seem to be rac-
ing each other in reading the Bible. 

The other day I was at the Presbyterian
Theological College of Victoria. We

spent some time in 2 Timothy 3.
Timothy’s parallel to my own boys is
remarkable. Paul reminds Timothy of
“how from infancy, you have known the
holy Scriptures”. What great joy for me to
think that our boys have known, from
infancy, the holy Scriptures. But it gets
even better. In the next phrase Paul
reminds Timothy of what knowing the
Scriptures can do, they “are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ”. I cannot imagine that there
could ever be a greater joy for a father!

Please encourage all fathers everywhere
to embrace the duty of reading the Bible
to their children. The joy will be theirs.

David Martin is Australian Fellowship of
Evangelical Students staffworker with
Christian Union at Deakin University,
Geelong, Vic. ap
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A father’s joy
No thrill is greater than watching a child grow in wisdom for salvation.

David
Martin
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to think that 
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from infancy, 
the holy
Scriptures.

‘Constitution, Procedure and Practice’
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia

‘Constitution, Procedure and Practice’ is the Code Book of the Presbyterian Church of Australia.
The 2006 edition, authorised by the General Assembly of Australia and published by the

Code Committee of that Assembly, is the first full edition since 1950.

The book has been printed on both sides of the page and each chapter begins on a new
page so that when future alterations are made the whole chapter can be replaced. It will fit

within the binder first issued in 1993. Copies are available from Miss Suzanne Jensen,
Presbyterian Church in N.S.W., PO Box 2196, Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012, or through

PTC Media in Melbourne.

The cost is:- Printed insert only $13 plus postage
Binder only $5 plus postage
Printed insert and Binder $18 plus postage

A special price is available for students for the ministry. 
It is also available on disk from Miss Jensen at a cost of $5 plus postage.



Holy week is the most intense of
the year for Douglas Lawrence,
music director of Scots Church
in Collins Street – five concerts

in five days – but he delivers church music
of a standard to rival the best European
cathedrals.

Lunch-time concerts featured Schuetz,
Dupre, Messaien and Pergolesi, culminat-
ing in a Good Friday evening performance
of Bach’s St John Passion.

Presbyterian worship and exalted
church music are not usually associated
together: the Presbyterians’ Puritan fore-
bears were suspicious of sensuous and dis-
tracting adornments to church services
that were structured around the sermon.
And today’s Presbyterians stand proudly
in that heritage. 

But it is part of an ambitious and long-
term musical revolution by Lawrence –
better known as the Master of the Chapel
Music at Ormond College, and a leading
Melbourne musical figure. It is also
strongly supported by the church’s elders,
so much so that all concerts are free as
part of the church’s outreach into the
community. 

Scots Church had three well-attended
concerts during the Commonwealth
Games, and also stages an organ festival
each October, featuring some acclaimed
international musicians – all free. 

The central attraction in all these con-
certs is the church’s marvellous

Rieger organ.  Lawrence began lobbying
for a new instrument as soon as he
arrived, 22 years ago. “The old organ was
a very inferior instrument. I believe it’s
now in a museum in China, still playing,’’
he says. 

The new instrument needed 13 years

and three elders’ votes: the first lost heav-
ily; the second, by some mystifyingly
arcane process failed by a mere third of a
vote; then the final vote strongly
endorsed spending a couple of million
dollars on a world-class instrument, com-
pleted six years ago.  

“You can’t make glorious church music
without a fine
instrument. This
is the best organ
in the country,’’
Lawrence states
categorically. “It’s
very much what
Bach would have
heard. It has
many facets to its
character. It’s
ideal for big, dra-
matic French
music, Bach’s
choral preludes,
hymns, the
slushy English

stuff – it’s all there.’’
The old organ held back the choir,

Lawrence says, but the new one inspires it
to ever-better standards, while the con-
gregation sings the hymns three times
louder. 

Lawrence began his mini-Reformation
“after early struggles with the
Presbyterians’ innate conservativism’’, by
remodelling the choir and repertoire. A
large, unskilled choir that sang one piece
each Sunday has given way to a small but
skilled choir that sings four pieces from
the great works of the past 400 years.

It’s a program similar to the best
European cathedrals, and reaches the
same standard, Lawrence says. “I want to
do the best music a church can produce,
really professional. And if a church like
Scots, well-heeled with plenty of
resources, can’t do good music, who
can?’’

It’s also oddly ecumenical. Although

Presbyterians staunchly hold their iden-
tity in distinction to Rome, Catholic
composers are heard without a murmur of
protest. This follows Anglican and
Catholic cathedral tradition of simply
employing the best music. 

Douglas Lawrence’s fascination with
the organ began young, inspired by Albert
Schweitzer, the great organist, musicolo-
gist, theologian and doctor, who said “the
search for the good organ is, for me, part
of the search for truth’’. Lawrence chose
to study in Europe rather than England so
he could learn Bach, and gave a concert on
the world’s oldest organ, built in 1420, in
Sion, Switzerland. He came back to
Australia to become organist at Ormond,
though the chapel at the time had no
organ. 

However much the music delights
Lawrence, he never forgets that its

purpose is to serve the congregation and
aid worship. “Bach signed all his music
Soli Deo Gloria (‘to the glory of God
alone’). If it’s not for God, it becomes an
exercise in ego. But, as most of the best
music was written for the church, it’s not
a problem.’’

And Lawrence is evangelical about
church music. He wants to inspire the
congregation, musicians and visitors.
“The average Australian has never heard
(Handel’s) Messiah, and when they do
they sit there with their mouths open. It’s
far stronger, if not louder, than any rock
music. And the two Bach Passions and
Mass in B minor are the greatest Christian
music.’’

He is more ambiguous about his faith.
He is a Christian, “definitely’’, but one
with doubts. “When I’m playing Bach
preludes, there’s no problem, but the
question of suffering really troubles me.
Victor Frankl, who was killed by the
Nazis, said you can be grateful if you
have one of three things: a great love, a
great cause, or great faith. I have trouble
with the faith bit, but the love and the
cause for me are the music of the
church.’’

Barney Zwartz is religion editor of The Age,
where this article first appeared. ap
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High notes
Scot’s Church, Melbourne, is enjoying a musical revolution.

Barney
Zwartz
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An appealing church

The author of an article in Fellow
Workers last year said we need to put signs
outside our churches “We are the Church,
please come in and join us”. My response
is a decided “No”! Instead, we must move
out into the community, identifying with
them in all possible ways without com-
promising the truth of the gospel. The
New Testament church saw evangelism as
the infiltration of society by all church
members, leading to “Jesus-talk” in every-
day conversation with people with whom
they had made friends.

In today’s society, how do we reach out
effectively to people? Paul, when preach-
ing to Jews, based his sermons on the Old
Testament, since this was the background
his audience had. But when he preached to
pagans in Athens, he didn’t once mention
the Old Testament. He commended them
(“I see you are unusually religious”), and
quoted from their (pagan) poets. On that
foundation, he spoke of the God they
didn’t know, leading on to Christ and the
resurrection.

In Paul’s day Christians were “those
who turned the world upside down”. Can
that be said of us? A century ago people
by and large were church-goers; the
gospel could be based on their knowledge
of the Bible. This is no longer the case,
and a traditional gospel presentation is
largely incomprehensible. Is it time to
change our approach? Is it unrealistic to
expect one “outsider” a year to come to
faith through the witness of each one of
our churches? If even that modest goal is
not being achieved, what is wrong?  What
are we going to do about it? What does
Christ want us to do about it? 

David Angus
Scots’ Church, Melbourne

Creating tension

A news item (AP, May) of your usually
excellent journal begins: “A professor who
teaches the biblical version of creation will
lead the Centre for Theology and Science
at SBC Theological Seminary in
Louisville...” 

Reading this took me aback.  Does AP
now hold that there is only one allowable

understanding of the Bible’s teaching on
creation, which as this article goes on to
explain, is “young-earth creationism in
harmony with a literal reading of the book
of Genesis”? 

I doubt that this actually is your maga-
zine’s position, but am very disappointed
to see you run an article (even a reprint
from somewhere else) putting it that way.
The unnecessary offence and even hurt
that it could deal to Bible-believing
Christians of a non-young-earth persua-
sion should have been obvious to you. 

Apart from that, I look forward to
gaining as much as ever from future edi-
tions of the magazine, and thank you all
for your hard work on it.

Ben Palmer
South Yarra, Melbourne

A fruitful age

The article by Peter Barnes ‘Old and
Useful’ (AP, May) was welcome to those
of us ministering among the aged.  The
church is the only societal structure that is
about spiritual life, and integrates all peo-
ple, of every generation, into its life and
ministry.

Anyone passionate about the life of the
integrated community of Christ, includ-
ing young and old together – called the
church – will find useful a recent Bible
Study booklet.

Flourishing and Fruitful is by Barry
McWha, chaplain to a large Baptist Care
facility in Victoria. It contains six strongly
Scripture-focused studies beginning with
the fifth Commandment, moving
through Ruth, and on to the Wisdom lit-
erature.  New Testament studies include
one on the significant elders in Luke’s
birth narrative, and one on the elderly in
the early Church.  Finally there is a chal-
lenging study on today’s circumstances.

The book is useful among the elderly,
even more so for a cross generational
group in a church seeking awareness of
the special – and often dynamic – place of
the elderly.  Such a church knows we do
not minister “to” or even “for”, but
“with” the elderly.  If we are especially per-
ceptive we can even know a ministry
“from” them.

Obtainable from The Centre for
Ageing and Pastoral Studies, 15 Blackall
Street, Barton ACT 2600, price $ 20.00

Rev. Peter Davidson,
Chaplain, St Andrew’s Village,

Hughes  ACT

Flying low

My husband and I were not surprised to
find a flyer from a well-known large
“church” promoting its July conference in
the catalogue of a Sydney bookshop. We
were disturbed to read its completely
man-centred content, which included
“bring[ing] His glory to earth” and
“answer to human need found in believ-
ers”. 

But, I must admit, I was quite taken
aback to find the same flyer in your maga-
zine – especially one on preaching!

Kathy Manchester,
Artarmon, Sydney

A wordy cause

Often AP, reflecting the church gener-
ally, portrays the problem of declining
Christian influence and behaviour in the
West as the fault of those outside the
church, an “us” and “them” attitude sim-
ilar to that of the self-righteous media
generally. The epistles are not full of the
equally evil Greco-Roman world. The
church should realise that today’s society
is the fruit of the church’s activity over
the last 150 years. The church is today’s
problem.

Witness the usage of the word “gay”
used by Mark Steyn (AP, March) instead
of sodomy, and “awesome” even in
church, by Christians to describe any-
thing from food to holidays. Awesome is
God’s name, when you use this word to
describe an object it may exalt the object
but you are equating it to God and
degrades Him. Likewise sodomy is
derived from Sodom, which reminds us
that God destroyed this city because of its
immorality. Christians are duty bound to
use this name, so that a plain warning is
given to all nations.

It is evident the church fears man and
lacks true godliness. It does not take
God seriously. Therefore the world does
not take it seriously. What does the Lord
say in a situation such as today: “Oh that
my people had harkened to me ... and
walked in my ways. Then I would soon
have subdued their enemies...” (Ps.
81:13-14).

Neil Cadman
Norman Park, Qld 

L E T T E R S

Letters



JUNE 2006
21 Margaret Price from St Andrews,

Canberra mission partners (APWM)
worker involved in Pastoral Care of
WEC International workers.

22 Presbytery of Bendigo Vic., 4 parishes
and 3 home mission stations totaling
10 congregations with about 420 c&a
(communicants and adherents) and
150 yf (younger folk – Sunday School
and youth), 1 defense chaplain, 1 the-
ological candidate, 1 retired minister
and 1 under jurisdiction. Tony
Zirngast clerk.

23 Colin and Theresa Barwise, settling
into the work at Aspendale parish
including Seaford, bayside Melbourne
with about 140 c&a, 35 yf and 7 e
(elders).

24 Keith & Kathleen Benn of Creek
Road church, Brisbane mission part-
ners (APWM) consultants with
Wycliffe Bible Translators (formerly
Bontoc translators in the Philippines).

25 Queensland General Assembly
Celebration Rally at Creek Road and
business meetings at Clayfield college
– Rudi Schwartz moderator; Ron
Clark clerk; all conveners, members,
fellowship, debates and decisions.

26 Murwillumbah parish NSW far north
coast, including Tyalgum with about
160 c&a, 30 yf and 6 e; Andrew and
Carole Unwin.

27 Mavis Price from Castlemaine, Vic.
mission partners (APWM) worker in
Madang prov., PNG as a literacy
trainer in the Maia language with
Wycliffe Bible Translators.

28 Pray for the Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Liverpool parish Sydney with about
115 c&a, 15 yf and 4 e.

29 Shailer Park-Cornubia home mission
station, southern Brisbane, with about
20 c&a, 15 yf and 1 e; Don Kennedy.

30 The production, wide distribution and

effective use of the Australian
Presbyterian and all other church pub-
lications and websites.

JULY 2006
1 Denise Scott from St Andrews,

Toowoomba mission partners
(APWM) worker in Brisbane involved
in office and editorial work with The
Leprosy Mission.

2 Presbytery of Brisbane, 13 parishes
totaling 15 congregations with about
1130 c&a and 485 yf, 1 deaconess, 3
missionaries, 1 defense chaplain, 5
retired ministers and 2 under jurisdic-
tion. Guido Kettniss clerk.

3 NSW General Assembly at
Presbyterian Ladies College,
Croydon; David Robson moderator;
Paul Logan clerk; all conveners, mem-
bers, fellowship, debates and deci-
sions.

4 Pray for the Interim moderator
Robert Boase, preachers and filling of
the vacancy in Toukley parish, NSW
central coast with about 100 c&a, 10
yf and 2 e.

5 Matthew from Seacliff, SA mission
partners (APWM) worker in the
Middle East as an English teacher with
Red Sea Team at present on home
assignment.

6 Our partner churches in Myanmar
(Burma) – the Free Reformed Church
(James Mang Thang) and the
Evangelical Reformed Church (Dr
Thang Bwee) and their Bible colleges.

7 The ministry of Christian Witness to
Israel including booktables at Bondi
Junction, Sydney and now Melbourne;
Paul and Judy Morris and new
Hebrew-speaking Korean workers
Kaychan and Sue Park.

8 Lower Blue Mountains (Blaxland)
parish NSW with about 130 c&a, 50
yf and 7 e; Graham and Jenny Self.

9 David & Linda Pearce from Reservoir
Vic. mission partners (APWM) work-
ers in Kenya with Missionary Aviation
Fellowship.

10 Pray for the moderator David Schulz,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Broadford-Kilmore home mission sta-
tion, north of Melbourne with about
20 c&a, 40 yf and 4e.

11 Work on the Tangoan translation of
the New Testament, Vanuatu nearing
90% completion – Jeff and Sue
Batcock of Wycliffe Bible Translators,
Joel, Ps Hajuju and Deacon Livororo.

12 Presbytery of Central Coast NSW, 5
parishes and 1 home mission station
with about 640 c&a and 110 yf, 1 mis-
sionary, 2 theological candidates, 4
retired ministers and 1 under jurisdic-
tion. Laurie Pye clerk.

13 Linda Goldthorpe from Dalby, Qld
mission partners (APWM) worker in
Germany before going to Austria to
work with International Teams.

14 Gardenvale parish Melbourne with
about 40 c&a, 5 yf and 4 e; Ted and
Margaret Pearsons.

16 The Home Ministry and Christian
Education department of the
Queensland church – John Nicol
director; John Mansfield and David
Hopper (NQ) assistants.

15 John Knox Rockhampton Qld parish
with 5 preaching places including
Alexandra Gardens, Morinish and Mt
Morgan, about 115 c&a, 25 yf and 10
e; Jon and Nancy Chandler.

17 Praise God for rain which has come to
some parched areas, and pray for all in
areas still affected by drought.

18 Pray for the moderator Charles Pass,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Wauchope home mission station
NSW North coast including Rollands
Plains and Comboyne with about 105
c&a, 55 yf and 5 e.

19 Malvern parish Melbourne with about
80 c&a, 1 yf and 8 e; Phil and Sharon
Daffy.

20 The “Embers to a Flame” three-day
conferences on church revitalization at
Surfers Paradise this week and
Melbourne next week.
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Capturing the Pagan
Mind

Peter Jones

Broadman & Holman Publishers: 2003

Reviewed by Kim Dale

What do the United Nations,
Gnosticism, Nero, Tibetan Buddhism,
Bishop Spong and the Apostle Paul all
have in common? They are all part of
Peter Jones’ montage of people, places
and events that make up his book
Capturing The Pagan Mind: Paul’s
Blueprint for Thinking and Living in the
New Global Culture. 

Dr Jones has done his research on the
not-so-slowly emerging movement of
neo-paganism. If you thought that neo-
paganism was the name given to an amor-
phous collection of obscure cultic groups
this book may change your mind.
Paganism is alive and well in the halls of
political power and academia where well-
thought-out agendas are passionately pur-
sued. Should we panic? No. Should we be
alarmed? Probably. Should we at least be
aware of this ancient and reviving world-
view? Definitely! 

But Dr Jones’ treatment of neo-pagan-
ism goes far beyond an alarmist cry. He
presents a lucid and powerful scriptural
argument for the importance and the neces-
sity of the work of the Apostle Paul in pre-
senting and explaining the gospel world-
view to the pagan world in which he lived.
Paul’s work as a master builder, building on
the only true foundation, Jesus Christ, pro-
vides the biblical model, message and moti-
vation to answer the tidal surge of pagan-
ism that is lapping at the door of the
Christian church in the west. 

Kim Dale is minister of the Mt Tambourine
Presbyterian Church, Qld.

How Christianity
Changed the World
Alvin J. Schmidt

Michigan: Zondervan, 2004

Reviewed by Peter Barnes

This book was first published in 2001 as
Under the Influence: How Christianity
Transformed Civilisation. Renaming the

book was necessary – “under the influ-
ence” has unfortunate connotations in
most places. Schmidt’s thesis comes from
Fernand Braudel: “Throughout the his-
tory of the West, Christianity has been at
the heart of the civilisation it inspires,
even when it has allowed itself to be cap-
tured or deformed by it.” 

He deals with the sanctifying influence
of Christianity on how society has valued
human life, sexual morality, the position
of women, the exercise of compassion,
the provision of health care, universal
education, and the dignity of labour. The
Christian faith is also said to undergird
the rise of science, the appreciation of lib-
erty, and the abolition of slavery, while its
influence on art, music and literature is
undeniable.  

Something has gone radically wrong in
recent times in the West, and the
Christian faith is either ignored or mal-
treated.  

The overall thesis of Schmidt’s work
will stand scrutiny but he does overplay
his hand rather too often. He seems
overly fond of Gothic architecture; he
praises Luther’s Open Letter to the
Christian Nobility as his greatest work;
and he finds Christian influence every-
where, including in Adam Smith’s Wealth
of Nations, Gibbon’s The Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire, and Goethe’s Faust.
For all that, there is a wealth of material
here for the Christian to digest, and for
the unbeliever to ponder.

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

The Elder and His Work

David Dickson

Presbyterian and Reformed, 2004

Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

This book, edited by George Kennedy
McFarland and Philip Graham Ryken,
represents a model of how older Christian
books should be reprinted. It is freshly
typeset, well edited, has a good introduc-
tion and explanatory footnotes and is fur-
nished with excellent study questions
(they are a great personal spiritual inven-
tory). 

The Elder and His Work gives the
reader a useful guide to the basic duties of
any Session. It is very helpful in terms of
suggesting general duties which cannot be
neglected by church leaders if they wish
their congregation to be healthy and
growing. This said, nevertheless the reader
does need to be aware that it was origi-

nally written into a culture (19th century
Presbyterian Scotland) which by our cur-
rent Australian standards, was very
Christian indeed so it lacks any sustained
focus in terms of what might be called
“intentional evangelism”. With this small
(but very important) point understood, it
can be recommended to anyone in
Christian leadership with profit.

Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots Kirk,
Fremantle.

Why Am I a Protestant?

Monica Farrell

Lithgow: Covenanter Press, 2005.

Reviewed by Peter Barnes

One could only wish that this work had
been better than it is. Its style is very self-
conscious, and the prose is rather senti-
mental, stilted and downright corny in
parts. It demonises rather than argues, and
so, for example, simply dismisses Anglo-
Catholicism as “founded on lies and
deceit”. 

It also tends to make too many histor-
ical blunders. The First Crusade dates
from 1095, not 1090; one should not be
too ready to take the state’s side in the dis-
putes between popes and kings; Wycliffe
was probably born about 1330, not 1320;
it is extremely doubtful that as many as
70,000 Huguenots were murdered in Paris
in 1572 – the figure for the whole of
France was probably about 20,000, which
is bad enough; it is rather severe to say
that Pope Pius XII let the Holocaust hap-
pen; it was Spain, not France, that bottled
up the papacy in 1527 and hindered any
hope that Henry VIII might have had of
obtaining a divorce; and to say that
“Henry at least saw that he got rid of one
wife before he took the next” is a some-
what odd defence – after all, he beheaded
two of his six wives. 

All in all, a much better work on the
same topic is John Coleman’s Roman
Catholicism Tested by the Scriptures. 

B O O K S

Books

Visiting Melbourne?
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Phone: (03) 9808 7391

(Less than 3 kms from CBD)



There they were – the bride and
groom – beaming from ear to ear,
dressed in matching black morn-
ing suits, accompanied by their

pet dog, Arthur, and standing outside the
same Windsor Guildhall where Charles
and Camilla were “civically” married a few
months ago. 

Surrounded by journalists from around
the world, they were whisked away in a
Rolls Royce escorted by police outriders.
Before the approving eyes of the world,
this new royalty, Elton John and his male
lover (David Furnish), were publicly
“married” according to the legislation on
civil partnerships passed by the British
Parliament on 5 November 2005. The
previous day, in one of the most tradition-
ally Christian nations of the world
(Ireland), two lesbians, Grainne Close
and Shannon Sickels, tied the knot,
according to the same legislation.

Ex-president Bill Clinton sent a mes-
sage of congratulations to Elton John;
Prime Minister Tony Blair declared: “I
wish him and David well, and all the other
people exercising their rights under the
civil partnerships law. I think it is a mod-
ern, progressive step forward for the
country and I am proud we did it.”

When there is hardly a whisper of
social protest; when the Church of
England is mute; when high-profile polit-
ical leaders, raised in the Church and
claiming to be Christian, find the normal-
isation of homosexuality a great social
good, we have reached a cultural tipping
point. The brave new planetary world in
which our children live will be massively
pro-homosexual.

Do not think, this could never happen
in America. It has already happened

in Massachusetts and Vermont. A moral
tsunami rolls silently toward our
American cultural coastline, gaining in
intensity by the day, waiting to engulf us
in moral and sexual relativism. Very few
see it, especially our young people, where
the public school has done its job. 

Barna research group reports that only
4 per cent of teens who claim to be
Christian (down from 10 per cent in
1995) can answer a few simple questions

of biblical doctrine. Their core religious
belief is: “The central goal in life is to be
happy and to feel good about oneself.” If
the pursuit of “happiness” rather than of
holiness marks the rising generation of
Christians, they will fail to see the
immense moral implications of legalised
homosexuality. 

I recently lectured on the pagan roots
of homosexuality at one of the most the-
ologically conser-
vative seminaries
in the world.
Afterwards, a
number of stu-
dents told me
they had been
raised to think of
homosexuality as
either funny or
cool.

E g a l i t a r i a n
fairness and social
progress motivate
many who work
for acceptance of homosexuality. But
what are the implications for tomorrow’s
society? The normalisation of homosexu-
ality spells the end of sexual norms or
standards. Everything is turned on its
head. In Windsor, for millennia people
thought they knew what the term
“queen” meant, but Elton John’s well-
wishers changed that. They displayed a
cartoon depicting Queen Elizabeth,
whose castle overlooks the town, saying:
“I thought I was the only queen in this vil-
lage.” Windsor Guildhall has not been
kind recently to the “Head of the Church
and Defender of the Faith”.

As homosexuality is normalised,
Christian witness is demonised.
Expression of belief and ideas on the col-
lege campus is no longer free. In
December, the Student Affairs Division at
the California State University in San
Bernardino, California, denied the
Christian Student Association a charter,

refusing to recognise their constitution
because the group reserved the right to
restrict membership based on religious
beliefs and sexual orientation.

The general acceptance of homosexual-
ity thus represents a cultural tipping point
in the way we think about God. As homo-
sexuality is declared normal, the biblical
revelation of God as Creator (specifically
as Creator of the sexual distinctions of
male and female) makes no sense. Such a
God must be eliminated, for He stands in
direct opposition to “progressive” evolu-
tion. We thus “tip” from biblical ortho-
doxy to pagan spirituality, in which the
very idea of a Creator is anathema.

But there is good news. God the
Creator, for the well-being and main-

tenance of human civilization, made a per-
fect, life-promoting world of heterosexual
distinctions. What is more, in the feeding
trough in Bethlehem, as well as in the het-
erosexual love of Mary and Joseph, there
is more good news. This majestic Creator
stoops low to save rebellious, foolish and
undeserving creatures like us and to grant
us life and life eternal. 

So celebrate your Creator – enjoy your
marriages. Young men, if you’ve found
the right girl – go forward! Build families
for the good of society and for the glory
of God. Celebrate the heterosexual reality
of God’s good creation.

Dr Peter Jones is founder of Christian
Witness to a Pagan Planet. This article first
appeared on his website, www.cwipp.org,
which offers a free newsletter.  ap
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Tipping point
We’ve gone over the edge to a gay new world.

B A C K P A G E

The normali-
sation of
homosexuality
spells the end
of sexual
norms or stan-
dards.
Everything is
turned on its
head.


