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editorial

T

he idea of natural law is somewhat remote to many
Christians, but it remains an important subject.
Natural law was at the eye of a theological storm that
erupted in the 1930s in Germany and has polarised
theologians ever since.
At issue in Nazi Germany was the claim that knowledge of
God and His will is found in natural revelation, that is, in the
created order, in conscience and in the use of reason. The
Nazis appealed to these sources to justify their Aryan ideology and cultural religion. They regarded God’s revelation in
the Bible as a Jewish “swindle”. The results of this foray into
natural revelation were disastrous. Not surprisingly,
Protestant theologians since that time have been wary about
the claims of natural revelation. Many have denied it altogether. It is only recently that they have been more favourably
disposed to the notion of natural law and have recognised that
it is taught in Scripture.
But what purposes does natural law serve? There are two
obvious ones.
First, the concept of natural law reminds us that all people,
regardless of whether they are biblically literate or not, recognise certain moral norms and are conscious of wrong-doing.
Of course, this awareness of wrong-doing and sin can be suppressed or denied, but it can never be fully erased. Modern
secularists may deny the reality of sin, but evangelists who
understand the reality of natural law can expose our moral
inconsistencies and the masks we place over an uneasy conscience. This is the essential first step to salvation in Christ.
Natural law can be extremely useful in laying bare our souls.
Second, natural law helps us communicate God’s will to
the secular mind in a manner which can be truthful and compelling. Scripture doesn’t expect us to begin every conversation with a Bible text. Paul didn’t do this when talking to
Gentiles unfamiliar with the Bible. Instead, he began with
points of common cultural agreement which conveyed biblical truth so as to arouse further interest in the Bible for those
who were serious (Acts 17). Natural law enables Christians to
start talking with non-believing neighbours in a commonsense fashion that invites further interest in Scripture. Such an
approach is essential today because the age of Christian public rhetoric is no more.
Peter Hastie ap
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Act naturally

TOLLYMORE FOREST PARK, NORTHERN IRELAND

Certain moral principles are so basic we can’t not know them.

J.

Budziszewski (pronounced Boojee-shef-ski) is professor of
Government and Philosophy at
the University of Texas in Austin,
where he has taught for over 20 years. He
specialises in researching natural law and
the relationship between ethical theory,
political theory, and Christian theology.
He was raised in a Christian home and
was baptized upon profession of faith at
the age of 10. In his early 20s he went off
to college and, for a time, lost his faith
completely. He was at the University of
Chicago for two years before he dropped
out and went to work as a welder in the
Tampa shipyards.
He finally returned to university and
graduated from Yale with a PhD. Ten
years after renouncing his faith, he
returned to the Lord. This experience
made him acutely aware of the struggles
Christian students face when entering
college. A major part of his academic life
and ministry has been spent in helping
students who have been trying to make
sense of life in the postmodern university

J. Budziszewski
talks to

Peter Hastie
environment. He has been a frequent
speaker to groups such as InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship, Veritas Forum, and
Campus Crusade. Dr Budziszewski is the
author of numerous articles and books
from a Christian perspective. Among his
most highly regarded works are The
Resurrection of Nature: Political Theory
and the Human Character (Cornell,
1986), The Nearest Coast of Darkness: A
Vindication of the Politics of Virtue
(Cornell, 1988), True Tolerance:
Liberalism and the Necessity of Judgment
(1992), Written on the Heart: The Case for
Natural Law (1997), The Revenge of
Conscience: Politics and the Fall of Man
(2000), and What We Can’t Not Know: A
Guide (2003). He has also written two
works for Christian young people, How
to Stay Christian in College (1999, 2003)
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and Ask Me Anything: Provocative Answers
for College Students (2004).
He spoke to Peter Hastie in the United
States.

Dr Budziszewski, you were once an
atheist on an intellectual mission to
discredit God and Christianity. Why
the dramatic shift?
The shift began when I experienced
what the Gospel of John calls the conviction of sin. At the time I didn’t realise that
that was what it was. It was only after a
long time – in fact, after I had returned to
Christ – that I was able to look back and
name it. The form that it took was like
this. Strangely, although I didn’t believe
there was a God, or even that there was an
objective, knowable difference between
good and evil, I came to have a haunting
intellectual intuition that my own condition was objectively evil. This intuition
finally became overpowering. It was not a
feeling; it was a true perception of my
actual condition. It was knowledge. It
was as though I had walked outdoors one

day and discovered that the sky, which I
had always taken to be red, was actually
blue. Obviously, the only way to arrive at
something evil is by the perversion of
something good. Therefore, there had to
be not only such a thing as evil, but also
such a thing as good. And, if there could
be both good and evil, then I had been
wrong about everything else in life. The
recognition of this fact was the start of my
journey back to reality and faith.

Do you mean that you didn’t recognise the categories of good and evil?
Deep down I recognised them, but I
worked hard to tell myself that I didn’t
recognise them – there was no rational
ground for such knowledge. I tried to
convince myself that the way I constructed these categories was merely a byproduct of my psychological make-up
interacting with my culture.

In recent years you have become an
academic specialist in the area of natural law. What do you mean by natural law and why is it a subject that
Christians need to understand better?
Certain moral principles are so basic,
so fundamental, that we literally “can’t
not know” them. Not only are they right
for everyone, but at some level they are
known to everyone. Taken together with
their implications, these moral basics are
the natural law. We call them “natural”
because they are woven into the design of
human nature and reflected in the deep
structure of the created human mind.
Why do Christians need to recognise
and understand the natural law? For the
simple reason that many Christians mistakenly believe that God has revealed His
moral will only in the Bible. This error
cripples us in two ways. First, it prevents
us from understanding the riches of the
Bible itself. Scripture takes for granted
that we know certain things even before
we receive its teaching; we don’t begin
from total ignorance. And second, it
hampers our Christian witness to nonbelievers. We may think that we have no
place to begin with them because they
reject the Bible or because they are unfamiliar with it, but this is simply not true.
God has imparted some knowledge of
Himself and His moral requirements to
every human being. We all have such
knowledge, even if we suppress it. The
Bible itself affirms this fact about us.

In 1992, US Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas raised a storm in
his confirmation hearings when he

said he believed in the concept of natural law. Why were feminist and gay
groups so hostile?
Justice Thomas raised the ire of these
two groups because two aspects of natural
law contradicted their agenda. Natural
law affirms that it is wrong to deliberately
take innocent human life. It also affirms
that male and female are designed for each
other. Let’s begin with the wrong of murder. If you acknowledge that, then you
must condemn abortion. Plainly, the act
of abortion is deliberate, it takes life, the
unborn child is
human, and he
has done nothThe prophets’
ing to deserve
denunciations
capital punishpresuppose that
ment.
Of
the nations
course,
this
aspect of natural
know that there
law makes it
are certain unianathema
to
versal moral
feminists.
principles that
Paradoxically, to
they are
claim a moral
expected to
right to aboruphold.
tion they had to
deny the objectivity of morals.
Homosexuals, or rather homosexual
activists (there is a difference), faced a
similar problem. In order to justify their
behaviour, they were forced to deny that
the natural complementarity of male and
female has any significance. They had to
deny that there is any purpose or design in
human sexuality. For both groups, then,
the natural law had to go.

There has been a lot of disagreement
within Christian circles about the
validity of natural law. Protestants
have been hesitant. Were the reformers sceptical?
Both Luther and Calvin strongly
affirmed the natural law. Those who try
to make Luther and Calvin into enemies
of the natural law have misread them
badly.

Luther prefers a theology of the cross
that is based exclusively on biblical
revelation. How does natural law
escape his criticism?
Let me put it like this: human reason
has certainly been distorted by sin. The
great natural lawyers have always
acknowledged this. The best of them were
Christians who acknowledged the reality
of the fall and who realised that it seriously damaged human knowledge. This
damage takes in moral knowledge as well.

But to say that our moral knowledge
has been damaged is very different from
saying that we have no moral knowledge
whatsoever. Scripture itself affirms the
reality of conscience, of the law “written
on the heart”. The testimony of conscience continues even when we try to
silence it. We may know deep down that
some action is wrong even though our
desires and passions seek to convince us
that the action is right. Again, we may
know that some action is our moral duty
even though our desires and passions seek
to convince us that the action is optional.
The apostle Paul speaks eloquently about
this problem in Romans 7. As we consider
the problem, the crucial thing to bear in
mind is that the fallen mind is not simply
a void with respect to the knowledge of
God and His moral requirements. Rather,
it tries to deny its own knowledge. Even
though it knows some things about God
and His moral law – indeed it can’t help
knowing them – it ties itself in knots in
the effort to pretend that it doesn’t.

Is there any real biblical basis for natural law? If it is so obvious, why is
there so much resistance to it in
Protestant circles?
There is a strong biblical basis for the
natural law. We see this throughout the
Bible, in many different passages. Some
of them are quite explicit. For instance,
take Romans 2:14, 15. Here Paul speaks
explicitly about the law written on the
heart; he says that our consciences bear
witness to it. Some passages are less
explicit, but nevertheless presuppose the
reality of the natural law and the fact that
we are aware of it. For instance, in the
preamble to the Ten Commandments
God reminds the Hebrew people, “I am
the God who brought you out of the land
of Egypt”. Only then does He proceed to
announce His commandments. What is
the purpose of this reminder? To recall
His benefits to their minds. Why recall
them? To heighten their consciousness of
their obligation to Him. But why would
the reminder achieve such an effect?
Because they already knew that benefits
generate obligations on the part of those
who receive them. They didn’t need to be
told this; the knowledge was already written on their hearts.
Another interesting passage is found in
Genesis. Shechem, a Canaanite, rapes
Dinah, a Hebrew (Genesis 34). When
Jacob’s sons complain about this, it’s
interesting what they have to say. They
don’t complain “these things are not done
among us although they might be done
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among you”. They say rather, “these
things are not done”, full stop. This is a
statement of a universal moral law that
they expected the Canaanites to know
just as well as they did. Likewise, Psalm 19
couples recognition of God’s greatness as
reflected in the physical universe with
recognition of His greatness as reflected
in the moral universe (Psalm 19). This
would be a poor parallel indeed, unless
His moral law can be discerned just as
clearly as His physical law.

Do the prophetic denunciations
against the nations, say of Isaiah 1321 or Amos 1&2, presuppose natural
law?
Yes, I think they do. They presuppose
that the nations know that there are certain universal moral principles that they
are expected to uphold. Let’s put it this
way. These nations may have ignored the
prophetic denunciations – but they certainly would have been aware of them. In
the ancient world most of the nations
knew what was going on in their neighbouring countries; they knew what the
prophets there were saying. They would
have heard about Isaiah’s or Amos’s
denunciations and would have known
enough about God and his moral requirements to feel a sense of foreboding – to
know that they had been warned.
Otherwise, what would be the point of
the denunciations? Paul in Romans 1-3
alludes indirectly to all four of what I call
the “four witnesses” or four modes of
God’s general moral revelation.
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to our design, or, as he puts it, “against
nature” (1:26, 27). You don’t have to be a
Christian to recognise the complementarity between the male and female.
The final witness is the natural consequences of violating that design.
Sometimes I call this witness “the law of
the harvest” because of Galatians 6:7,
where Paul explains that as a man sows, so
he will also reap. But he also alludes to the
law of the harvest in Romans 1, using as
his example the dire consequences of
homosexual acts.
So, I think it’s quite clear that God
makes the natural law known to us in a
variety of ways, to which Paul alludes in

If we didn’t
already have a
conscience,
for example,
how could we
understand
the concept of
right and
wrong?
these passages. There are many more
such texts in the Bible. They pervade the
Holy Scriptures. For many evangelicals,
however, they are a blind spot. Although
evangelicals tend to be very well-attuned
to special revelation, they have tended to
ignore the witness of general revelation –
even when special revelation calls attention to it.

What are these modes of natural law?
The first witness is conscience, the law
“written on the heart”. Paul refers to it in
Romans 2:15.
The second witness is the natural
awareness of God Himself. Paul says that
God’s power and eternity have been
known from the beginning “from what
has been made” (1:19-20). This awareness
of the Creator is so strong that even when
men seek to suppress it, they are compelled to worship something – if not the
Creator, then an image of something He
has created (1:21-23). I connect this with
a passage in Acts 17, where Paul is speaking to the Athenians about their knowledge of “An Unknown God”. Even
though they don’t know His name, they
know He must be there.
Third is the witness of our design.
Paul’s illustration is the fact that men and
women are designed for each other, not
men for men or women for women.
Homosexual acts, therefore, are contrary

Do you agree that the foundation of
law is most perfectly revealed in the
Bible, and if so, why do you maintain
that knowing this is not enough?
I certainly agree that the foundation of
law is most perfectly revealed in the Bible,
but to say that it is most perfectly revealed
in the Bible is not to say that it is completely revealed in the Bible. As I mentioned earlier, the Bible itself presupposes
that we know and understand certain
things, things that God has revealed to us
even before we come to the Bible. If that
were not so, the Bible itself would make
no sense to us. If we didn’t already have a
conscience, for example, how could we
understand the concept of right and
wrong? His law would seem merely arbitrary, a naked imposition of power. But
He has made us in His image, fashioning
us in such a way that His moral requirements make sense to us and inspire our
awe.
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To what extent can moral knowledge
exist apart from special revelation?
Murder is wrong even for a person who
has never come in contact with special
revelation. Not only is it wrong for him,
but at some level he knows it is wrong.
On the other hand, if he is not in contact
with special revelation I think he is much
more likely to suppress this knowledge.

Are there other human behaviours
that fall within this category? For
instance, do people know that acts
like adultery, theft and lying are
wrong?
Yes, they know that they are wrong.
Even the adulterer knows the wrong of
sleeping with his neighbour’s wife; even
the thief knows the wrong of theft. But
when we are considering moral knowledge we have to reckon with two universal realities, not just one. The first, resulting from creation, is conscience. The second, resulting from the fall, is sin. When
you put these two universal realities
together, what do you find? You find that
even when we sin, we paradoxically try to
square our conduct with our conscience.
The phenomenon of rationalisation, of
excuse-making, is a strong piece of evidence that sinful as we are, nevertheless
we retain a conscience and an elementary
knowledge of the natural law. If we had
no conscience, then we wouldn’t feel the
need to make excuses. The reason we
make excuses is that we do have a conscience and it’s eating at us. People may
seek to carve out exceptions to the natural
law; for instance some cultures may consider it an act of hospitality to offer one’s
wife to one’s guest, or an act of courage to
make a raid on a neighbouring tribe. Yet
not even the people in these cultures say
that adultery and theft are all right; instead
they tell themselves that such actions
don’t count as adultery or theft.

Does the Bible require us to begin all
our conversation with unbelievers
from the starting point of Scripture?
And if not, how do we arouse a genuine interest is hearing the words of
Scripture?
I don’t think the Bible requires us to
begin all our conversation with nonbelievers from the starting-point of
Scripture. In fact, I think the idea that this
is the only place we can start is unbiblical.

Have you got a text for that?
Yes, I would refer to Acts 17 again. To
be biblical is to do what the Bible teaches,
right? Well, what does it teach us that Paul

did with the Athenians? Did Paul begin
by saying, “Let me tell you about the
prophecies of a Messiah in the Hebrew
Scriptures and how they were fulfilled in
Jesus, who lived among us and who we
think was God?” No, that was not his
approach. Instead, he began with what
they already knew. He said “I see that you
are a religious people. I am especially
struck by your altar ‘To An Unknown
God’. Allow me to tell you who He is.”
You see that Paul was using general revelation. He knew that the Athenians had an
unfulfilled longing for that unknown
God, and this gave him his starting-point
with them. Having secured their agreement that there was a God whom they did
not know, he showed how this God could
be known through Jesus Christ.

How do you respond to people who
claim that the laws of the land are not
based on moral ideas?
I usually dare them to name a single law
which is not based on a moral idea. And
they can’t. They might say, for instance,
that the laws against murder are not based
on a moral idea; they exist for a purely
utilitarian reason – so people don’t hurt
each other. But isn’t it a moral idea that
people shouldn’t hurt each other?
Then they say, “Hmm, I see your point
there. But how about the taxation laws?
They aren’t based on a moral idea!” And I
will say, “Which taxation law do you
mean?” Suppose they reply, “Graduated
income tax.” I then say, “Aren’t all taxes
based on the moral idea that when we
receive a benefit we owe something for it?
Aren’t graduated rates based on the idea
that the rich, who derive greater benefit,
therefore owe more than the poor?
Further, isn’t the idea of paying according
to our means based on a principle of justice?” They have no answer to that.
The simple fact is that there is no such
thing as a law that is not based on some
moral idea – moral ideas are at the bottom
of laws about terrorists, tariffs, imports,
environment protection, safety regulations and pensions. Of course, some laws
are based on false or perverted moral
ideas, such as our current abortion laws.
But even a false or perverted idea about
morality is an idea about morality. The
very idea that we ought to have laws is a
moral idea.

How does the idea of design in the
universe reinforce the notion of a
person’s accountability before God?
Can you apply this to the vexed issue
of homosexuality?

If there is no God, then it is hard to see
why anything in the universe should make
sense. The idea that the sexual powers
have no inherent meaning is merely a part
of a broader idea that nothing does make
sense – that the universe is not a creation,
not something designed by a Creator, but
just meaningless “stuff”. Postmodernists
go so far as to say that science is a mere
cultural construct with no inherent validity. According to them, we may think that
we see patterns in reality, but the patterns
aren’t really there.
Oddly, many of the same thinkers seek
support for their postmodernism in the
theory of natural selection. Postmodernist
philosopher Richard Rorty calls this gambit “keeping faith with Darwin”. What a
strange and arbitrary faith! If all science is
merely a cultural construct, then why
make an exception for Darwin’s
science? I think
the answer is that
believing in natThere is no
ural
selection
such thing as a
makes
these
law that is not
thinkers feel jusbased on some
tified in their
moral idea.
assertions
of
meaninglessness;
it gives them a
way to say that
things that appear to be designed really
aren’t designed at all. The natural law tradition tells a different story. Things look
designed because they really are. Further,
if they are designed, then there must have
been a designer. This imbues them with
meaning and purpose. It means that
everything we are and everything we do
matters. This is the conclusion that postmodernists try to evade.

How does this relate to homosexuality?
I think it is plain to every human being,
unless he has been brainwashed by fashionable postmodern slogans, that there’s a
clear difference between the sexes. We
speak of the “social construction” of gender but it’s rather silly. I once reviewed a
book about the history of syphilis, the
author of which said that syphilis itself is
a social construction. What could he possibly mean? Does he seriously suggest
that if I don’t believe that I am sick I
won’t be? I’m sorry, but microbes are real.
In the same way, the difference between
men and women is real. Not only are they
different but they are different in a special
way. As I said earlier, the man supplies
something that is missing from the

woman’s nature but which she needs; and
the woman supplies something that is
missing from the man’s nature but which
he needs. They balance and complement
each other. Now in a homosexual liaison
you don’t have this balancing of complementary opposites.

Homosexuals would argue that they
have a deep level of fellowship. Is that
unnatural?
I don’t deny that men may have deep
fellowship between one another. The
place to begin thinking about this is ordinary friendship. Two men or two women
who are not sexually involved with each
other can be intimate friends and have real
love for each other. The real question is
not whether two men or two women can
love each other. The question is: does sexualising that love make it better or worse?
Most people would agree that not all
loves are improved by being sexualised.
Erotic love between a man and a woman is
consummated by sexual union in marriage. But contrast this with the love
between a father and his daughter, or
between a mother and her son. Such a
love, obviously, is not perfected by incest,
but ruined and perverted by it. So we
already know that sex doesn’t improve
every love. So does it improve the love
between two male friends or between two
female friends? No, because when their
love for each other is sexualised they start
seeking in each other things which can be
found only in persons of the opposite sex.
They seek union, but the quest is doomed
to failure because they are not complementary. Rather than balancing each
other, each providing what the other does
not have, they unhinge each other, each
reinforcing certain tendencies that the
other has already. They drive each other
to extremes. An example is the explosive
promiscuity of male homosexual society.

Is there something fundamentally
wrong with homosexual sex according to natural law?
Yes! There is something fundamentally
wrong with it because the purposes of sex
are procreative and unitive. Making families and achieving complementary unity
are what sex is for. Not only does homosexual behaviour fail to achieve them, but
it actually ruins them. It ruins the procreative good because it is sterile; it ruins the
unitive good because persons of the same
sex are not sexually complementary.

If right and wrong are as obvious as
you claim, why is it so hard to argue
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with an atheist or a moral relativist?
How do you convince them of their
sin?
There is a difference between knowing
something and admitting that you know
it. The difficulty with a relativist or an
atheist is not that he doesn’t know anything about God or His moral requirements, but that he has strong motives to
pretend to himself that he doesn’t know
them. Such motives come in many different varieties. When I was an atheist, one
of my main motives for pretending that I
didn’t know of God was that I was angry
with Him. Being angry with Him was my
way of getting back at Him. That may
seem a rather bizarre way of doing it!
How can you get back at someone if He
doesn’t exist? But we human beings are
often bizarre; sin drives us to strange
antics.

So your unbelief was like walking
into a room and ignoring someone?
Yes, and it backfired on me. When we
refuse to acknowledge God, we shoot ourselves in the foot too, because we are made
in His image. If we deny Him, we are
forced to deny some of the most important
things about ourselves. We can no longer
understand ourselves; for example we continue to have the intuition that there is
something special about human life, but we
can no longer account for that intuition.
Our very intuition that things must have
meaning seems absurd and meaningless. It
isn’t surprising that our times suffer such
confusion about the meaning and dignity
of human personhood.

So how should a Christian have
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approached you when you were an
atheist?
It would have been a mistake to try to
convince me of God’s existence. The
problem wasn’t that I didn’t know of His
existence, but that I was trying to pretend
that I didn’t. A Christian’s best strategy
wouldn’t have been to pump the knowledge of the reality of God into me from
the outside, but
to dredge up
from underneath
The object the knowledge
isn’t for you to that I already had
show that you but told myself I
see through didn’t. It would
his self-decep- have been particularly helpful to
tions. It’s for
blow away my
him to begin smokescreens –
seeing through to expose my
them. self-deceptions
for what they
were.

You have said that atheists have a
hard job being consistent. What are
the chinks in their armour that
Christians should aim at, particularly
in winning them for God?
Certain chinks are quite common –
they tend to be present in the armour of
almost every atheist. But although there
is something to be gained from a general
theory of chinks, I think there is more to
be gained by listening with great attention
and sensitivity to the particular atheist
you are dealing with. Loving such a person requires trying to gain some insight
into the particular motives that drive him
to suppress his knowledge of God. Once
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you understand that, you will know where
to focus in conversation with him. The
place to focus will vary from case to case.
For instance, some atheists are angry at
God, as I was when I was an atheist. If you
talk with them about God, they may lose
their temper with you too. That’s an
important clue to what is going on inside
them.
Often, it helps simply to call attention
to their anger. You might say, “You say
that you are an atheist because you proceed on reason and not on faith. Right?”
“Right,” says the atheist. You respond,
“Then why do you think you lost your
temper just now? I know you think I’m
the irrational one for believing in God,
but I’m not the one who lost his temper.
Since your anger doesn’t come from reasoning, where do you think it really
comes from?” Let him figure out the
answer. That’s much more effective than
if you tell him. The object isn’t for you to
show that you see through his self-deceptions. It’s for him to begin seeing through
them.
Of course there are many other
motives for atheism – intellectual pride,
quarrels with relatives, the need to find an
excuse for a favourite sin, and so on. We
just have to keep our eyes open so that
when the true motive finally reveals itself,
we can recognise it and act accordingly.
There are chinks in the armour of every
atheist. I was once seated next to an atheist at dinner on the first evening of a
scholarly conference. Amazingly, almost
the first words that came out of his mouth
were that he didn’t believe in God. “Hi,
my name is Joe, I’m a philosophically
committed atheist” – it was something
like that.
Yet over the next few days, as I got to
know him, he began to reveal to me his
longing for the church of his boyhood
and his nostalgia for the hymns of salvation that he had grown up with. He even
confessed to me that he had joined the
choir of a local church, just so that he
could sing them again – and he still
boasted of being an atheist! I think you’ll
agree that the chinks in his armour were
a mile wide; nostalgia that powerful
doesn’t come into being for no reason at
all.
The best way to deal with a fellow like
that is to give him time. Don’t press him.
Treat him with gentleness and patience.
Take the risk of entering into friendship
with him. If you do, his armour may gradually crumble. He may at length expose
the source of his rebellion in a way that
allows you to lead him to the heart of
ap
Jesus Christ.
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A moral business
Employer-employee ethics begins in natural law.

W

ith a global economy and companies commonly operating in
many other parts of the world,
business ethics has become
more complicated. Navigating through
cross-cultural waters has become a necessary part of making business ethics relevant to business people who may have
operations in many other parts of the
world. The search for some sort of a foundation for business ethics that can be
applicable to business-men and women
around the world takes us into the theological area known as natural law.
In general, natural law refers to broad,
general, objective and widely shared moral
values that are consistent with Scripture
and revealed apart from Scripture. Values
such as justice, fairness, respect for an
individual’s dignity, the obligation not to
harm another, truth-telling, and the
respect for life in prohibitions against
killing, are some examples of virtually universally shared values that had an origin
that predated Scripture.
Oxford University theologian John
Macquarrie has put it this way: “In fact
the very term ‘natural law’ is misleading if

Scott
Rae
it is taken to mean some kind of code.
The natural law is not another code or
system of laws in addition to all the actual
systems, but is simply our rather inaccurate way of referring to those
For God to
most
general
hold the world
moral principles
accountable
against
which
for sin, they
particular rules or
codes have to be
must have
measured.” To
access to
call them natural
God’s stanlaws can be misdard of moralleading,
since
ity.
they are the general principles on
which our specific laws are based.
Perhaps the central passage in the Bible
that affirms natural law is in Romans 2:116. After Paul appeals to creation to point
out the sin of the non-religious, and,

interestingly, to oppose homosexuality in
Romans 1:18-32, in Romans 2:1-16, he
proves that the moralistic person is also
condemned before God because of his
sin. The heart of this passage, as it applies
to natural law is in verses 14-15, where
Paul states,
“Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by nature things required
by the law, they are a law for themselves,
even they do not have the law, since they
show that the requirements of the law are
written on their hearts, their consciences
also bearing witness and their thoughts
now accusing, now even defending
them.”

G

od appears to hold those without the
law accountable for their sin in the
same way that He holds the Jews accountable (Rom. 2:17-29). It is difficult to see
how this could be just unless those without the law had some way in which they
could know what was right and wrong. In
other words, for God to legitimately hold
the world accountable for sin, they must
have access to God’s standard of morality,
even if they are without special revelation.

PREZRA
Christian
Training Centre
and
PCA Ministries
We are praying for the Lord to send
workers for a Gospel Church ministry
for the many towns and suburbs in
South Australia and Adelaide.
Approved PCA Ministries Workers
serve on a faith-plus-support basis
as a House Church Planter, or
shepherd of a small existing Church,
or assist in a Parish, or become a
Home Missionary.
To assist for these ministries,
PREZRA offers the ThA and ThL
Diplomas (ACT) free as well as
the Home Missionary Certificate
(HMCertif).
Contact: PREZRA / PCA Ministries
Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road,
Ingle Farm, S.A. 5098
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This would be natural law, or general revelation applied to morality. God has
revealed these values outside of Scripture
and made them accessible to those without access to Scripture.
Paul’s teaching in Romans 2 is parallel
to the oracles to the nations (Is. 13-27, Jer.
46-51, Ezek. 25-32, Amos 1-2), in which
the prophets condemn Israel’s pagan
neighbours who did not have the law, for
many of the same things He condemned
Israel, who did have the law. Unless the
nations had some access to God’s law outside of the written law, it is hard to see
how God can be just in holding people
accountable for that which they have no
knowledge.
To illustrate how natural law can apply
to business ethics, consider employee
rights. One of the most widely held universal moral principles is the dignity of the
individual person and the corresponding
duty to respect it. Human dignity is ultimately grounded in the image of God, but
one does not need to be a religious
believer to hold to genuine human dignity.
This principle undergirds much of the
American Bill of Rights and declarations
of human rights made around the world in
this century.
It is also the fundamental moral principle that obligates employers to provide
safe and humane working conditions for

A T

U

R A

L

L

A W

employees. Workplaces that carry risk of
injury to workers are problematic because
it signifies a lack of respect for the dignity
of the individual worker. Firms employing
workers in third world countries have the
responsibility to provide wages and working conditions
that are consistent with respect
Respect for for human dighuman dignity nity.
Further, when
is at the heart
living
arrangeof society’s
ments
are
proconcern over
vided as part of
sexual harassthe compensament and tion, those quardiscrimination. ters need to be
consistent with
human dignity.
That is not to say that employers overseas
must provide conditions similar to those
in the United States, but that the conditions must not violate basic norms of
human dignity. This principle comes from
natural law and is central to the discussion
of employee rights. The need of firms to
make a reasonable profit must also be
considered alongside of respect for
worker dignity. Of course, if workers willingly choose to work in substandard conditions, they are responsible for that
choice. But in countries where workers

have few employment choices, their vulnerability increases the moral obligation
of employers to provide humane working
conditions.
Respect for human dignity is also at the
heart of society’s concern over sexual
harassment and workplace discrimination.
Because both men and women possess
fundamental dignity from being made in
God’s image, they are not to be the
objects of sexual harassment. They are not
to be treated as objectified sexual objects
to be used for pleasure, but are to be
respected as persons, significant because
they bear God’s image.
Though there is disagreement on the
definition of sexual harassment, whether
the emphasis on it has gone too far, and
how to protect the rights of the accused,
virtually everyone agrees that sexual
harassment is immoral because it violates
a person’s essential dignity. Similarly, discrimination on the basis of race, gender or
disability violates the respect for each person’s dignity that demands that they be
treated fairly.
Scott B. Rae is Professor of Christian Ethics
at Biola University, California. The above
excerpt comes from Beyond Integrity: A
Judeo-Christian Approach to Business
Ethics, 2nd edition, Zondervan, 2004,
by Scott Rae and Kenman L Wong. ap
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No excuses
We are responsible, in general and particular, for our moral ignorance.

I

remember in high school being
amazed by a simple physical fact. I
learnt that when things cool down,
they contract. There is however one
important exception: water. When it
freezes it expands – therefore icebergs
float. What would our planet be like without this exception? If icebergs contracted,
they would sink to the bottom of the
ocean where they would remain frozen.
The icecap would grow. Rivers would not
thaw. The water cycle of evaporation and
precipitation would be affected. Large
sections of the planet would become
uninhabitable.
This “exception” to the rules of contraction could not be explained by natural
selection or spontaneous generation.
There must be an intelligent force behind
the universe. This realisation made such
an impact that it led me to search for this
“intelligent force”. Later, when I became a
Christian, I understood clearly the psalm
which says “the fool says in his heart,
‘there is no God’”. Even without the
Scriptures I had known of intelligent
design – the Bible had just sharpened my
focus.
The Bible teaches us that God has
revealed Himself in two ways: general revelation and special revelation. General revelation refers to what can be learnt about
God from the created order. “The heavens
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands” (Ps. 19:1).
Only fools would be so blinded by pride
that they denied an order within what is
created – even a moral order. Paul puts it
this way in Romans 1:20: “Since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities
– His eternal power and divine nature –
have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made so that men are
without excuse.”

O

f course we cannot perceive all things
about God from general revelation.
At best we can perceive that there is a God
and that He is a God of order (including
moral order). Therefore God has also
given us “special revelation”. God spoke
to the people of the Old Testament
through the prophets at many times and
in various ways. Supremely, God has
revealed Himself to us through the gift of

Ian
Smith
His Son. This special revelation continues
through the Scriptures. Such special revelation not only tells us more about God,
but it focuses what we understand by general revelation. Without special revelation
I would still be
pondering
the
nature of icebergs!
The problem
The
limitawith our
tions of general
consciences is
revelation
are
that they are
clearly explained
in the opening
so culturally
words of the
conditioned.
We s t m i n s t e r
Confession of
Faith
which
states: “Although the light of nature, the
works of creation and providence, do so
far manifest the goodness, wisdom and
power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet they are not sufficient to give
that knowledge of God and his will, which
is necessary unto salvation…” But is general revelation sufficient to give an under-

standing of morality? Do we have a socalled “God-given conscience”? Was
Jiminy Cricket correct when he told us to
“always let your conscience be your
guide”?
The problem with our consciences is
that they are so culturally conditioned.
The major adjustment made by cross-cultural missionaries is not the lack of physical comforts but an understanding of different moral values. How do you understand stealing in a culture that does not
value individual property? Is polygamy a
cultural alternative to marriage? Should
you pay a “bride-price” and thereby “purchase” your wife? Is it more important to
tell the truth or to respect the people to
whom you are speaking and therefore tell
them what they want to hear? Is there
really a natural law, revealed in general revelation and therefore trans-cultural, to
which we can appeal when discussing ethical issues? After all, even the most fervent
critics of the modern missionary movement do not criticise missionaries for
transforming culture by outlawing cannibalism, infanticide and slavery.

T

he teaching of the New Testament is
that there is a natural law to which we
can appeal. This natural law is not always
readily apparent to those who do not
acknowledge God, for such people “sup-
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press the truth by their wickedness”
(Rom. 1:19). Indeed, even among those
who do acknowledge God, the suppression of truth is possible to the point that
they see avarice, slander and sexual licence
as consistent with being a Christian. The
truth that is expounded in Romans 2:1216 is that all people are found to be violators of God’s natural law that has come
with general revelation. Paul has already
given an example in Romans 1:26-28: heterosexual sexual relations are natural;
homosexual sexual relations are unnatural.
This raises a great challenge for
Christians. We who have been enlightened by special revelation, who have the
Scriptures, can see God’s agenda for the
world more clearly than those who rely
simply on general revelation. We have put
on spectacles that clarify what are transcultural ethical standards. There is a category of “Christian ethics” which is an
extension of God’s character. Faith is not
separated from ethical convictions.
Morality is integral to the Gospel we
preach.

I

t is therefore possible to appeal to natural law as a tool for proclaiming the
Lordship of Christ over every part of His
creation. Every society in any age will
reflect in some of its values God’s natural
law. However, an appeal to natural law
will not be sufficient, as in every society
people will also seek to suppress the truth
that is revealed by general revelation.
Furthermore, the solution to the
world’s immorality will never be found in
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general revelation. The solution is found
in God’s special revelation of Jesus Christ.
However, we do not discard an appeal to
natural law as a starting point in a conversation simply because it does not provide
the end point.
The examples of the inconsistencies in
society’s worldview are apparent every
evening on the news. In 21st century

On September
11, 2001, in
an instant, the
Western world
ceased its
romance with
the idea that
all things are
relative.
Australia, paedophilia is seen as “unnatural” and “ethically wrong” as it exploits,
violates and often destroys those who are
weak in society. On this issue the church
and society speak with one voice. But this
moral judgment raises a truth that has
been suppressed by wickedness. The same
principle of protecting the weakest members of society can be applied to the
debate on abortion. This inconsistency in
the perception of natural law can (and
should) be pointed out. The solution to
the problem, however, lies in the proclamation of Christ who is revealed in the
Scriptures.
In 21st century Australia, the worship
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of self is seen as morally reprehensible. It
is not hard to argue that the rape of the
environment for self-gain is immoral. The
task becomes more delicate when we
extend the premise further. The worship
of self has other manifestations: greed,
sexual relations with someone who is a
reflection of self, understanding marriage
as self-actualisation rather than self-mortification. Such problems can be pointed
out by an appeal to general revelation; the
answer, however, is to be found in Christ.
The recent call by our Prime Minister
for “values in education” is a reflection of
a growing desire for values in society. On
September 11, 2001, in an instant, the
Western world ceased its romance with
the idea that all things are relative. On that
day we were reminded that there are such
realities as evil and morality. In searching
for such values, the ethics of the Gospel
are not alien to this world.
These values are the values that make
the most sense because they are a reflection of the Creator of this world. Indeed
they are the natural order. And although
the wicked may try to suppress such
ethics, a Christian ethic is not only natural
but defensible. The church therefore can
be (and must be) committed to ethics
without moderating its declaration of
grace and forgiveness for the transgression of these ethics.

I

s creation a lost cause in its downward
spiral of morally reprehensible behaviour? The answer of Scripture is a
resounding “no”. For although the first
Adam did a work of “uncreation” in his
act of rebellion, it is God’s purpose to
bring about a new creation through the
resurrection of Christ. Through this resurrection, those who trust in Christ have
been made alive. God’s original purposes
for creation, including ethics, are reaffirmed in this great act which brings about
the new creation.
Christian ethics is not therefore for
those who have opted out of the world
and chosen some irrelevant and antiquated religion. It is a reflection of the
purposes of the Creator, both in creation
and in re-creation. Such ethics are defensible and logical. They reflect God’s purposes. It is therefore the responsibility of
Christians who have accepted God’s special revelation in Christ to explain to our
non-Christian neighbours the nature of
reality and morality in the world in which
we live.
Rev. Dr Ian Smith is lecturer in New
Testament at the Presbyterian Theological
ap
Centre, Burwood, Sydney.
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od dealt with His people,
Israel and Judah, on the basis
of His written Law. They
should have been in no doubt
as to what He required of them.
Therefore, when Isaiah pronounced
God’s judgment on them for disobedience they could not plead ignorance.
Instead, they could only plead for His
mercy and take hold of His promise to
provide for them a Saviour from the
line of David.
But the surrounding nations, although
they did not have the written Law, were
also under God’s judgment. Because
they also had been made in God’s
image, they had the natural law written on their hearts. They knew, deep
down, that they would be held accountable for their pride and arrogance, for
their lust for power and bringing other
nations into subjection to them. So
God’s judgment on them would be just,
and it would be inevitable. All who put
their trust in human institutions and
regimes will eventually have to ask the
question, “How then can we escape?”
(Isaiah 20:6).

Universal
word
20 daily Bible studies
in Isaiah 9-20

The wonderful thing about Isaiah’s
prophecy is its universal dimension.
The Lord Almighty is not just dealing
with His own special people, Israel and
Judah, in the outworking of history;
He is dealing with all the nations.
Bruce Christian

DAY 1

All the people will know it.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 9:8-17

Isaiah has given us the “big picture”: God will surely
redeem His people through His coming, eternal King (verses 2-7).
But in the process leading to His coming they will see the natural
law of justice, of punishment for disobedience, working itself out in
the events of history, inevitably and relentlessly. The Lord sends a
threatening word to warn the Northern Kingdom through his
prophet Isaiah; for their failure to heed it they will be held to
account and the God who is just will have to come in judgment.

THE POINT

DAY 2

Wickedness burns like wildfire.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 9:18-10:4

The existence of an unwritten natural law, the law of
the heart, is assumed by God’s judgment against His people for blatant wickedness, injustice, and oppression of the weak and vulnerable. On the day of reckoning there will be no place to run and hide.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s word is powerful; it is able to bring judgment upon the
Northern Kingdom of Israel (= Jacob/Ephraim/Samaria) (8-9).
• God will use the surrounding nations to bring punishment upon
His people. They are the eastern Syrians (Arameans) who had
aligned with Assyria against their own king, Rezin, and the
Philistines who would later attack Judah in the south (11-12).
• Israel’s arrogance is her downfall, expressed in self-confidence
(10), defiance (13), deception (14-16) and wickedness (17).
• Man’s sin is so great that no punishment can ever turn away
God’s anger (12, 17; cf 21, 5:25, 10:4); only Jesus’ death can.

• Wickedness spreads and destroys like wildfire (18).
• Once evil behaviour starts to take hold of a nation the ability to
discern right from wrong is lost, and even the law written in the
heart that should protect brother from brother and ensure restraint
in the interests of the common good, is ignored (19-21).
• There would be internal jealousy and strife between the tribes of
the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the only thing that would
unite them would be their common opposition to the Southern
Kingdom of Judah – also their close relatives through Jacob (21).
• God has a particular concern for those who cannot care for themselves. It is bad enough to ignore their needs; to oppress them by
legislating unfairly against them is inexcusable (1-3).
• Money cannot buy pardon; for those who persist in ignoring the
testimony of law and conscience, only captivity remains (4).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church in danger of being arrogant instead of repentant?

• What does this passage say about the legalising of abortion?

THE PARTICULARS
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Jesus shall reign.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 10:5-19
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The curse reversed.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 11:6-16

THE POINT

In OT history, nations like Assyria and Babylon
were manifestations of the spiritual attack of Satan against God’s
people, His Church (see especially Is. 14:12ff). Through this history God shows that Satan cannot destroy or even withstand the
Church (cf Matt. 16:18); that he is never more than a tool the sovereign Lord uses to discipline His Church; but that he acts with
such personal venom and hatred against the Church that he will, in
the end, suffer the just consequences of such arrogance. This is the
prophet’s point here, serving as a real source of encouragement to
God’s people ever since, in times of perplexing persecution.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• Assyria must realise that her power and might aren’t absolute or
independent but in her attack on Israel she is nothing more than the
“rod” God uses in His anger against His sinful people (5-6). Tools
are only ever tools; they cannot become masters (15)!
• The Assyrians do not see themselves in this role; they are out to
destroy God’s people, as they have done to other more impressive
nations with more impressive “gods” (7-11, 13-14). But, in due
course, they too will be punished by God Himself (16-19).

• The peaceful co-existence of various domestic animals and little
children with their natural predators and threats is symbolism for
the perfect harmony within the Messiah’s Kingdom (6-8).
• God’s holy mountain (Zion) is a symbol of Messiah’s heavenly
kingdom where knowledge of the LORD will permeate everything
just as water spreads out to fill the space available (9).
• May the Messiah Himself be the rallying point for all nations,
especially for His universal, completely united(!) Church (10-16).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Who is the “Light” and “Holy One” of Israel? Will He succeed?

• Is the curse being reversed within your church fellowship?

Fear not, little flock.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 10:20- 34

Isaiah calls on God’s people in Jerusalem to focus
on the big picture. Yes, devastation and loss are inevitable as God
carries through His sovereign plan, but there is an arm of mercy in
it all; a small remnant will be preserved. As Sennacherib advances on
Jerusalem with his Assyrian army, the Lord will chop them off like
branches of a mighty tree. His people can be sure of His power to
do so because of what He did in Egypt and in the desert.

THE POINT

The curse that resulted from Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the Garden had universal consequences. It introduced
destruction and death as a way of life in the animal world; it instilled
enmity between the nations of the earth; it set brother against
brother even among God’s own people; it put Man in opposition to
the ways of his Creator; it meant that Man was left to battle with
his environment to survive. Ultimately, the coming in of the
Messianic Kingdom would reverse that curse in every respect. “The
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea”. It will be a new heaven and a new earth.

The wells of salvation.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 12:1-6

As water is vital to our physical life, so the God of salvation is essential to our spiritual life. He himself is the only well of life.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The chosen remnant, the objects of His mercy, will turn back to
their God, the Holy One, truly putting their confidence in Him
alone and no longer trusting in the schemes or ways of men (20).
• God cannot be diverted from His just decree of judgment on sin,
but in His mercy, and on the basis of grace alone, He chooses to
rescue a small remnant for Himself (21-23, cf Matt. 7:13-14).
• In the end, the arrogant, whom God uses to discipline His own
people, will come under His just judgment for their sin (24-27).
• The towns mentioned in verses 28-32 are along the northern
approach to Jerusalem, all within about 15 km of the city.
• God kept his promise to Isaiah (33-34, see 2 Kings 19:35-36).

• Perhaps the most unpalatable part of the Bible is that God, who is
holy, is angry with mankind because of our sin and, unless by some
means this anger is turned away, we will suffer the eternal consequences of it. Few doctrines in the history of the Church have suffered misunderstanding and rejection as much as this one. The
good news is that Jesus has turned this anger away by suffering the
condemnation we deserve in his death on the cross. It is not possible to take hold of the benefits of this provision, this salvation, until
we have first realised our desperate plight (1).
• Because of what God himself did through the giving up of His
own beloved Son, He not only saves us – He IS our salvation (2).
• This salvation is not something we deserve or earn; it is like an
abundant well from which we are invited to come and draw (3).
• Our proper response to this gracious provision consists of joy
(3), thanksgiving, calling on His name, proclaiming His greatness
everywhere (4-5), and singing loudly to everyone about it (5-6).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does big-picture thinking help you cope with discouragements?

• How much does your daily life express these sentiments?

THE PARTICULARS

DAY 5

He knows us inside out.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 11:1-5

We live in a society that is influenced by outward
appearances more than by inner truth and beauty, by the packaging
rather than the product. This is what marketing is all about. But God
is concerned about the heart. It was on this basis that He chose
David to be king (cf 1 Sam. 16:7). And so His promised MessiahKing would come from this same stock, a Branch from the line of
David, Jesse’s son. In spite of the failure of so many of the kings in
this seemingly rejected line, the stump would shoot again (1)!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s rejection of Israel/Judah, as witnessed and foretold by His
prophet, would not be permanent; Isaiah is given yet another
glimpse of the identity and character of Jesus, the Son of David:
– the wisdom-understanding-knowledge-good counsel evident in
every part of His teaching and healing ministry, supported by the
power and authority of His miracles (cf Luke 2:52, 24:19b);
– His total submission/obedience (“fear”) to the Father’s will;
– His concern about the inner heart of man (cf John 2:25, 7:24);
– the combination of His compassionate care of the poor/needy
and His faithful and righteous execution of justice for them.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What specific fulfilments of this prophecy can you see in Jesus?
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DAY 8

The Day of God’s wrath.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 13:1-13

For the rest of this month we will be reflecting on
the prophecies given to Isaiah against the nations surrounding
Israel. There is a common theme of terrible judgment, not unrelated
to the LORD’s compassion for His own people Israel/Judah,
whom He is disciplining, but there is also the promise of mercy
even to the other nations as the prophet anticipates Messiah’s
Kingdom that will extend to all (eg 19:23-25). We see here a side of
God’s character that unregenerate man does not like and therefore
one which is often played down by the Church so as not to offend.
We need to see it all in the context of the final Day of Judgement.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God is the source of this vision; Isaiah is only the messenger (1).
• The LORD Almighty (“of hosts/armies”) takes holiness and justice seriously; He will go to war against, and defeat, all those who
continue to oppose His rightful rule in His world (cf Psalm 2).
• God’s action against Babylon serves to warn us about the Day of
Judgement involving the whole universe (10, 13). It will be a Day
of wrath, death and destruction for all unrepentant sinners.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why do we find it so difficult to explain to our non-Christian
friends why disasters like tsunamis occur? What can we say?

C H U R C H

D I R E C T O R Y

Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am
& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sundays.
Rev. Peter Dunstan (02) 9810 7869
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 5.30pm.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.

Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 5.00pm
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese). 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 10.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H).
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H).
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 Harbour Dr. 8.00am, 9.45am & 6.30pm
at Harbourside Evangelical Church
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. 9.30am. Beresfield: Beresford
Ave. 9.30am. Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
9.45am. Rev. J. Buchanan (02) 4933 7443.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 6.00pm.
Rev. Peter Flower (02) 6557 5047.
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)
14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).

Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036
GLEN INNES
Heron St. 10.15am & 7.15pm.
Pastor Lance Jackson (02) 6732 5707
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 8.45am.
Merrylands & Monitors Rd. 10.00am.
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.
9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am.
Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA, Kingsford
8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.
94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am
Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
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NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School,
Dunmore Ave. Carlingford.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (temporary). Service Time: 10.30 am.
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Satchell (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
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Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.
2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKem St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9871 8217
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mirrool, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds
(02) 4271 1545(H) (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Cuff (07) 4095 3063.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
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CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Korean 11.00am. Cook Island 12 noon.
Rev. Harry Oh (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am &
7.00pm. December, January, February 9am.
Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Richardson 0423 160 412
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607.
Asst. Mr Jens Norved (07) 3399 6123.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 11.00am.
Supply. Mr J. E. Tucker (HM) (07) 5441 3053
GAYNDAH (Home Mission)
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd
Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D.
Secomb (07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.15am.
Rev. Russell van Delden
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
I.M. Rev. Graham Eastwell (07) 5573 1458
GOLD COAST (III)
Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds.
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Donald Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.00am. Woolooga 6.00pm.
1st Sunday of the month
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Camp Rd, 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm. Forest Hill: Church St,
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9.00am. Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427.
Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 9.00am.
Pastor Ross Wilson (07) 3272 6265
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
6.00pm each Sunday; Ph. (07) 4957 2835.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am.
& 7.00pm. Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH (Home Mission)
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Newman (07) 4153 2954
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am & 5.00pm
Mr J. E. Tucker (H.M.) (07) 5441 3053.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. D.K. Ashman (07) 3269 1231
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Endeavour Adult Training Centre
“Wallace Park” Noosaville 9.00am
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd., 9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
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TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Ass. Mr Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4188 (H) (07) 4633 4000 (O).
Past. Dan Boshard (07) 4614 0467.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.
Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.
Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
Session Clerk Mr D. Niven (08) 8381 4615.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 865 3045
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. A. Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 6.00pm (7.00pm daylight saving).
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213.
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 10.00 am & 5.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 5.00 pm.)
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd Sunday.
Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr.
Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

victoria
ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am. Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747 H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.
AUBURN/HAWTHORN EAST
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm.
S/school 9.00 am.
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Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Mackellar Primary School Gymnasium
29-35 Goldsmith Ave. Delahey. 4.30pm.
Mr Andres Miranda (03) 9307 6583
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave.
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9431 4980.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.
I.M. Rev. S. Bonnington (03) 9874 1007.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am. Rev.
David Palmer (03) 9583 2785. Rev. Choul
Yat; Sudanese (Nuer Language) 2.30pm.
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale & McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA-MORNINGTON
St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
Rev. Dr Michael Wishart (03) 5975 9514.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm.
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.

G
D IE R LE IC ST O
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FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.00am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT
Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge & Glenormiston Rds.
10.30am. Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
10.00am alternate Sundays at North
Geelong, Cnr. Victoria St. & Balmoral Cr. &
North Shore, Cnr Seabeach Pd. & Myrtle Gv.
5.00pm each Sunday at North Geelong.
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am &
7.30pm. 1st Sunday Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SEAFORD
St Barnabas Anglican Church. 10.45am.
Cnr Park St & Margaret Ave.
Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
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Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Christian Fellowship 2.30pm.
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts. 9.30am, 11.00am
& 7.00 pm. South Warrnambool: McDonald
St. 9.30am. Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am.
Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.
WYNDHAM
116-120 Blackforest Rd. 10.00am.
Pastor Shane Cassidy (03) 9974 2024

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Mr Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
90 South Tce. Worship & Sunday School
10.00am. Rev. Stuart Bonnington
(08) 9319 2208 Off. (08) 9336 6572
WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)
Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.
9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074.
To register your church in this section of AP
is an easy, low cost exercise.
Facsimile the AP office on: (03) 9723 9685
or E-mail us at: aus-pres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST
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Her time is at hand.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 13:14-22

Because of specific references to the mighty power
of Babylon (1, 19, 14:4) and to its overthrow by the Medes (17),
many modern scholars deny Isaiah’s authorship of these chapters,
arguing that since Babylon and Persia did not even become world
powers until long after Isaiah’s time he could not have spoken in
such terms. The basic question is this: Is Biblical prophecy just an
educated human guess or the eternal God making clear His plans
ahead of time (cf 41:21-24, 42:8-9, etc)? Isaiah’s detailed future predictions about Jesus the Messiah (eg 7:14, 9:6-7, 53:1ff, etc) should
leave us in no doubt as to God’s process of revelation in His Word!
These chapters confirm our doctrine of inspiration.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS
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Surely, as I have planned....

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 14:24-27

God’s people need some reassurance. Isaiah has
proclaimed at some length concerning the fate of proud, arrogant
Babylon, the enemy of God’s people; but how can that be relevant
when Babylon hasn’t even yet come to power! “It is Assyria that is
our present threat; has God’s prophet totally lost all contact with
reality?” No. Isaiah uses the imminent downfall of Assyria to show
that the LORD Almighty, Israel’s God, is Lord of all the nations on
earth and that, although Babylon might have its “moment in the
sun”, and might appear to have the upper hand when it destroys
Jerusalem, eventually and inevitably it also will be brought down.
Let Israel read and re-read this chapter during her time of exile in
Babylon and remember the fate of Sennacherib!

THE POINT

• Our modern society struggles with Isaiah’s vivid description of
how the Medes would treat the Babylonians – without feeling,
mercy or motivation. But some of the accounts of atrocities even
committed in modern warfare leave us in no doubt of what man is
capable of when unrestrained by the sovereign hand of God.
• God’s main accusation against Babylon was its arrogance and
pride, its boasting in its own power, wealth and glory (19).

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is God’s judgment on Babylon and Sodom a warning for us?

• Is your full confidence in God as you read today’s headlines?

DAY 10

Captives of their captors.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 14:1-11

In the midst of pronouncing judgment on Babylon,
the LORD, the God who has made a covenant with Jacob, brings a
word of comfort to His people. There is divine purpose in all this
turmoil and suffering, and it is a purpose based on mercy, a plan to
bring all the nations under one King through Israel’s servanthood.
It will mean the final destruction of all that is opposed to God.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God chose Abraham to receive a blessing and to be the channel
through whom he would bring blessing to others (Gen. 12:2-3).
He will renew this choice after the exile, after His judgment on
Babylon, and will resettle Abraham’s descendants in their land;
this is the way His sovereign covenant of grace works (1).
• The tables will be turned, the captors will become the captives,
God’s people will become the rulers, not as oppressors like the
Babylonians, but as servants of the LORD. This is finally fulfilled
in the Messiah, the Servant-King (2, cf Mark 10:45).
• In the final victory God’s Church will be allowed to sing about
how “the first will be last” (Mark 10:31), about how “He has
brought down rulers ... but ... lifted up the humble” (Luke 1:52).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In times of triumph, are you “a servant in the Lord’s land”?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Spiritual warfare.
ISAIAH 14:12-23

Isaiah now drives home the point that behind the
physical battles in which the people of God are involved is the spiritual battle between God and Satan. This is both a comfort and a
warning to the Church: a comfort because we know that God’s
final victory is assured; a warning to remind us that the weapons we
are to use are to be spiritual weapons (cf Eph. 6:10-20).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The fall of Babylon has a spiritual dimension. The accusation
against the king of Babylon, and his fate, in verses 12-14, liken him
to Satan (cf Lk. 10:18, 2 Cor. 11:14, 2 Thess. 2:4, Rev. 8:10, 9:1).
The KJV translates the Hebrew name Helel (NIV: “morning star”)
as “Lucifer”. Babylon’s opposition to God’s people on earth is a
manifestation of Satan’s opposition to God himself in the heavenly
realm. Revelation 18 draws a similar parallel.
• We need to be aware that Satan’s most effective ploy is to hide his
identity by masquerading as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). Too
often the Church fails to “test the spirits” (1 John 4:1) (14).
• For all its power and might in one brief moment of history,
Babylon has been left desolate and forgotten, without proper burial.

• The “LORD” (Israel’s covenant God), “Almighty” (Commander
of all the hosts/armies of heaven) has “sworn” (given His irrevocable word): whatever He purposes will most certainly happen.
• What God does in any corner of His world, at any moment of
time, is part of His eternal Plan for His whole world (26). It is for
the benefit of His Church (25), and nothing can stop it (27).

God discriminates.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 14:28-32

The Philistines were also Judah/Israel’s long-standing enemies but they too were under the shadow of the Assyrian
empire. If they should hear Isaiah’s prophecy regarding Assyria’s
demise they might well begin to rejoice at the prospect of subduing
Judah once more, especially with her king out of the equation (28).
But Isaiah warns them against premature celebration. A far more
deadly foe will arise to conquer both Philistia and Judah, with one
big difference: their gates will melt away while God’s people will
find refuge in His Church, Zion, the City of God.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s word of comfort is always just in time. With Ahaz’ death
and Assyria’s predicted overthrow, Philistia becomes the new threat.
God wants His people to know He’s not unaware of this.
• The destruction of one evil regime can often result in the setting
up of an even worse one in its place if God is excluded (29).
• God’s true Church is often looked down on as poor and needy by
the world, but He cares for and protects her (30a, 32b); He thus
discriminates between her and those who reject Him (30b-32a).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the world pressuring us to deny the distinction God makes
between those who are His in Christ and those who are not?

DAY 14

There, but for the grace of God....

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 15:1-9

Isaiah now pronounces God’s judgment on Moab,
but his tone is quite different. The Moabites were Judah’s distant
cousins, coming from the incestuous union Lot’s elder daughter had
with him (Gen. 19:37). Living in the region SE of the Dead Sea they
had a cool, arms-length relationship with Israel. The Moabite Ruth,
David’s great-grandmother, is in Jesus’ ancestral line. So Isaiah’s
message against Moab is declared with a heavy heart, much like
Jesus’ condemnation of Jerusalem in Luke 13:34-35.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s more intimate concern for Moab can be seen in the use of
many place names across the length and breadth of their land.
• The wailing throughout the land when the day of reckoning
comes indicates their great remorse: they had had opportunity to
know and serve the God of Israel but had rejected Him for the gods
and worship practices of the people of the land. But their wailing
was too late because their time of grace had run out!
• Isaiah’s heart is moved with compassion. Perhaps his mention of
Zoar (5) reminds him of where their ancestor Lot had fled by God’s
grace to escape the destruction of Sodom (Gen. 19:21f).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church sufficiently aware of Satan’s activities today?

• Are you moved with compassion when people choose death?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Time is running out.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 16:1-14

Chapter 16 continues Isaiah’s deep heartfelt concern for the lost people of Moab. The key to what he is saying is in
verse 5 . The LORD has provided a refuge. In “love” (the Hebrew
word covers the broader idea of mercy and lovingkindness) He has
established a throne, a place to which humble refugees from the
world can flee to meet with Him. “One from the house of David”
clearly refers to Israel’s promised Messiah; but even Moab is invited
to come with offerings and bow before Him on the “mount of the
Daughter of Zion” (1). Yet, sadly, Moab has not availed herself of
this provision; now her prayers are to no avail (12).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Isaiah pleads with Moab to realise that her only hope is to find
shelter under the protection of Israel’s Messiah – Jesus (3-5).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Read this chapter again with Australia in mind. For over 200
years we have enjoyed gospel privileges, but have responded with
pride, insolence and self-sufficiency. We have gone after the gods of
prosperity and pleasure. And now the day of reckoning is coming.
Our fields and vines are withering with drought. Joy and gladness
are taken from our orchards; and when we go to our shrines to pray
(say, after the Bali bombing) it is to no avail.

DAY 16

With judgment and with mercy.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 17:1-14

The message of God’s judgment is coming ever closer
to home – geographically, chronologically, and relationally. In this chapter Judah’s brothers, the Northern Kingdom (the 10 tribes called variously Israel/Jacob/Ephraim) is linked with its northern neighbour
Aram (Syria, with its capital Damascus) because these two nations had
made an alliance as a defence against Assyria. They had become Judah’s
enemies because Ahaz had refused to join this alliance. But, as with
Moab, there is a clear thread of mercy in this judgment, despite its certainty and finality. There is the hope of a remnant – that some will turn
away from the pagan idols and forms of worship they had drifted into
and will look to the one true God, the “Holy One of Israel”.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Israel (the Northern Kingdom) and Syria have become as one in
God’s eyes, something that should never have happened (1-3).
• God’s judgment comes in the form of drought and lean crops (4f).
• The gracious saving of a remnant who will genuinely turn back to
God in repentance and faith does not revoke the judgment (just as
Lot’s escape did not prevent Sodom’s destruction) (6-14).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why were the northern tribes never restored as God’s people?

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

Trust not in men.
ISAIAH 18:1-7

Having zeroed in close to home, Isaiah now turns
our attention back to further horizons, the powers to the south in
northern Africa – Cush and Egypt. This wider perspective will lead
him to foresee (19:19ff) the outworking of God’s Plan of Salvation
to include people of every nation through the coming of a Saviour.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Cush, the land of insects (the tsetse fly?), was ancient Ethiopia,
south of Egypt in northern Sudan, the rivers being the Nile and its
tributaries. They set up a powerful dynasty in Egypt in 715 BC but
they too were in fear of the strength of Assyria and were looking
for all sorts of defensive alliances with the nations to the north,
including Judah. Isaiah has a divine message for them.
• The message to distant Cush serves as a message to the whole
world (3). Through all the affairs of men of every nation God is
working out His sovereign purposes (4), to culminate in the bringing in of his Messianic Kingdom (7). In the meantime there will be
judgment: failed crops and subsequent devastation (5-6).
• Ultimately, “the Name of the LORD Almighty” is “Jesus” (7).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Verses 5-6 describe what can happen if we trust in our ability
instead of looking to God. Do we see this in the Church today?
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DAY 18

Nothing Egypt can do....

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 19:1-15

Egypt often symbolises the rival to God’s people,
his Church – what John’s Gospel calls “the world”. It stands for
man relying on his own strength and wisdom in opposition to God.
Egypt was proud of her power and influence, her prosperity and
achievements. But she too would suffer the humiliation of defeat as
God uses first Assyria, and then Babylon, to execute His judgment
on the nations who refuse to acknowledge Him as the one true God.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• When faced with God’s power, all the things of his own making
in which man trusts – his securities, his ideologies, his heroes and
role-models, his defence forces, etc. – become as nothing (1, 3).
• Internal conflict (eg between the dynasties of Libya and Cush)
will be Egypt’s undoing, even apart from external attacks (2).
• The Assyrian king, Esarhadon, conquered Egypt in 670 BC (4).
• Egypt was proud of its efficient workforce and its prosperous
economy;but these are as nothing apart from God (5-10).
• Even the best human wisdom fails (11-15, cf 1 Cor. 1:20-25).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What parallels can you find in this passage between Egypt’s sin
and what western “christian” nations are guilty of today?

Egypt, my people?!?.

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 19:16-25

These are big words from the prophet in little
Judah! The NIV Study Bible sums them up this way: “The prophet
looks well beyond the present realities in which the world powers
do not acknowledge the true God and proudly pursue their own
destinies, running roughshod over the people of the Lord. He foresees a series of divine acts that will bring about the conversion of
the nations.” Like so many passages in Isaiah, its ultimate fulfilment will only be seen in the coming of Messiah’s Kingdom, the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Saviour.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The amazing claims Isaiah boldly makes under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit include:
– all nations (Egypt included) will tremble before Judah (16-17);
– Egypt’s big cities will use Judah’s language before God (18);
– the LORD (Jesus) will be acknowledged and worshipped in
Egypt and He will be their saviour, deliverer and healer (19-22);
– people from all nations will be called the people of God, His
Church (the fulfilment of the promise to Abraham) (23-25).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What do far-reaching prophecies in Scripture prove concerning
the nature of inspiration? Do you trust the Bible completely?

DAY 20

How then shall we escape?.

THE PASSAGE

ISAIAH 20:1-6

The author of Hebrews points to Jesus, God’s
promised Messiah, as the only provision He has made to rescue us
from the power and penalty of sin; He is our only hope for life now,
and for life in the world to come. He then asks the question, “How
shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?”(Heb. 2:3). In
the 8th Century BC, Judah and the surrounding nations were overwhelmed by the threat of the mighty Assyrian Empire. They were
looking south to the power of Cush and Egypt for help; but God’s
message to them through Isaiah was clear: those who did this would
be shamed; salvation could be found in his provision alone. Isaiah
needed some body-language to convince them!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Sargon II conquered Ashdod on the northern Mediterranean
coast of Philistia in 711 BC, 11 years after his predecessor,
Shalmaneser V, had taken the Northern Kingdom of Israel (1).
• God’s prophets were sometimes required to take drastic, even
eccentric, measures to get their message across to deaf ears and dull
hearts (2-4, cf Ezekiel 4). (What might we learn from this?)
• Trusting in the strength of man will inevitably bring shame (5f).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What are you really trusting in for your salvation? Be honest!
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inducted in March as the new principal of
Emmanuel College, the oldest residential
college in the University of Queensland.
It has 340 students associated with it. Dr
Gill has also served Ridley College and
Trinity College, both at the University
of Melbourne.

Easter camp
TColleges
he Consortium of Reformed
(Qld) on 16 April held its first Bexley-Rockdale congregation (NSW)
graduation ceremony as an insitution able held its annual Family Easter Camp over
to award Australian College of Theology
degrees. The consortium is made up of
the Reformed College of Ministries
(PCQ) and Westminister Theological
College (Westminster Presbyterian
Church).

Reformed advance

TReformed
he work of the Presbyterian and
Council of Western Australia
took a giant step forward with a meeting
held at St Columba’s Church (WA) on 7
May. Around 40 elders and deacons from
the Presbyterian Church of Western
Australia, the Christian Reformed
Churches and Westminster Presbyterian
Church gathered to praise the God of all
grace and explore ways that as fellow
believers in Christ, they might seek His
will together. Following a sermon from
the Rev. Martin Geluk (CRCA) and
opening prayers and readings from Rev.
Manfred Schwartz (WPC), proceedings
were led by the Rev. Keith Morris
(PCWA). Simon Stewart (WPC) was
elected clerk.
The meeting resolved to gather on the
first Saturday in May each year and take
steps to improve communications and fellowship through an annual inter-church
fellowship meeting for all members of the
congregations. The council also requested
the CRCA Classis to consider inviting
members of the other denominations on
to the Committee for Social
Responsibility with a view to forming one
committee. It resolved to set up three
study groups dealing with the application
of traditional Reformed/ Presbyterian
liturgical principles to contemporary public worship practices, the coordination of
church planting work in WA and the
question of ministry to immigrants from
South Africa.

Historian heads north

Dr Stewart Gill, a former lecturer in
church history at the Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne, was

the Easter long weekend. Bathurst was the
backdrop to this year’s camp featuring
Rev. Greg Goswell (Melbourne) and Rev.
Paul Morris (Sydney) as keynote speakers. Over the four days the various talks
and studies focused on Isaiah. Greg
Goswell spoke on the entire book – all 66
chapters. In the evenings Paul Morris
took a closer look at Isaiah 2, 42 and 53.
All the campers enjoyed the surroundings
of Bathurst each afternoon as well as the
delicious meals, beautiful warm days,
chilly nights, and great company.

Bendigo elder ordained

Tandheodore
(Theo) Gerber was ordained
inducted into eldership at St John’s
Presbyterian Church Bendigo (Vic) on
24 April 2005. Rev. Andrew Clarke conducted the service, assisted by Rev. John
Sutherland and elder Graham
Cowcher.

Preaching workshop

T

he Reformed Theological College
will hold its 2005 biblical preaching workshop at the college on 29 and 30
September. The theme this year is
“Preaching the Gospel”. The event is
aimed at supporting preachers who are
already established in basic preaching
skills and committed to biblical preaching.
It seeks to provide challenging teaching
and interaction, help preachers spiritually,
stimulate their thinking about preaching,
and help them in their preaching ministry.
Participants come from all over Australia,
and New Zealand, and from a range of
church denominations: evangelical, conservative and pentecostal. The guest
speaker this years is Rev. Dominic Steele,
and lecturers include Rev. Dr Murray
Capill, lecturer in practical theology, Rev.
Dr Bill Berends, lecturer in systematic
theology and ethics, and Rev. Dr Henk
DeWaard, principal and lecturer in missiology and church history. All enquiries to
Mrs Kylie Stewart, 125 Pigdons Rd,
Waurn Ponds, Geelong, Vic 3216; phone

03 5244 2955, fax 035243 055, email
admin@rtcvic.edu.au.

Philippines mission

R

ev. Paul Bloomfield, chaplain at the
Braemar Presbyterian Homes for the
Aged (WA) was involved with a team of
Christians on a mission trip to the
Philippines during May. The team constructed a piggery and sterile butchering
facility that will allow production of disease-free meat for 60 children in an
orphanage that was established in 2000.
Tuberculosis is a common disease that is
transmitted by eating contaminated
meat. As pork is a staple meat, such a
facility is vital for the future health and
wellbeing of the children. A number of
disease-free sows have also been purchased so that a breeding programme
could be started.

Opus Dei on the mountain

Tnovelhe byDa Dan
Vinci Code, the best-selling
Brown, will come under
scrutiny at Fire on the Mountain, the
teaching weekend aimed at helping
Christians develop a biblical worldview.
The conference, held from 12 to 14
August at the Tamborine Mountain
Convention Centre in Queensland, is
once again approaching. This year the
main speaker is Rev. Kel Willis, chairman
of Morling College Council and vice
chairman of Sydney Missionary and
Bible College. Several seminars will also
be held, including the Forgotten Ministry
of Peacemaking – Martin Howard;
Lessons from Leaders in the Reformation
– Rev David Kiewiet; and The Passions
of the Biblical Mind – Rev. Kim Dale. For
more details, contact Rev. Kim Dale on 07
5545 2041 or Mr Chris Wilson on 07 5545
3508.

Treasurer at Scotch

O

n June 6, Mustard, the Christian fellowship group at Scotch College in
Melbourne is holding a supporter’s dinner. The guest speaker is Federal
Treasurer Peter Costello. Tickets ($75
each) are available from Lisa Day, 03 9817
4513.

De Pyle on duty

K
aylene DePyle shares a communication from her defence force chaplain husband Martin De Pyle. He has arrived in
Kuwait’s Camp Virginia. “It’s nothing
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more then a transit camp for soldiers
entering or leaving the MEAO (Middle
East Area of Operations),” Martin writes.
“The easiest way to describe it is an enormous tent city in the middle of the desert,
nothing but sand and tents as far as the
eye can see! I’m beginning to feel like
Abraham living in a tent, but I’m not sure
he had 60 other smelly blokes sleeping in
his tent at the same time. The camp is
huge, with soldiers from Slovakia,
Romania, Bulgaria, America, Korea and
now Australia. I should have added Japan
but that didn’t end with the letter A and
would have ruined the poetry. There are
hundreds of Japanese here. I ended up in
the showers with about 30 of them the
other day – I felt very obvious and very
alone.
“The weather here is hot. Today it’s
meant to be about 40 and unless you’re
inside there is no shade. If the wind picks
up it doesn’t take much to get the sand
blowing and it bites on the open skin. The
only animals I’ve seen are goats and
camels and a big yellow thing that looked
like an oversize lizard but was smaller than
a goanna. Some of the blokes have seen
jackals. Also the place teems with locusts.
I have no idea what they eat but they keep
flying about. Maybe they are left over
from the 10 plagues. Have also seen the
odd scorpion – think I’ll keep my boots
on.
“Am enjoying the work. Seems to be
lots of people wanting to talk and espouse
their view of life and reality. Am reading a
Kel Richards book about the resurrection
of Christ, and so when people come up
and ask “what ya reading, Padre?” it’s
good to be able to say just what it is all
about. Has been a good conversation
starter.”
In late May Martin was due to move
forward into Iraq.
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Around
the World
Bangladeshi pastor murdered

O

n March 8, Muslim extremists
beheaded Dulal Sarkar, a lay pastor and
evangelist in Bangladesh, Compass Direct
reports.
Sarkar worked with the Bangladesh
Free Baptist Church in Jalapur village.
His wife, Aruna, immediately filed a case
against the killers, and three suspects were
arrested. Militants are now threatening
Aruna and her children. The beheading is
the first since last September, when a gang
of assailants decapitated Abdul Gani, a
respected Christian leader.
On April 7, the bodies of well-known
Pakistani Christian Shamoun Babar, 37,
and his driver, Daniel Emanuel, 36, were
found dumped on a road in Peshawar.
Their bodies were riddled with bullets,
their noses and ears cut off. Local
Christians and Christian Solidarity
Worldwide believe the murders were
motivated by religious hatred. In March,
a government committee recommended
that the religion column in Pakistani passports be restored. It was removed last
year following complaints by Christians
that it engendered religious discrimination.

Gay marriages reversed

T

he Oregon Supreme Court, USA, has
declared invalid the marriages of 3000
homosexual couples. The judges refused
to decide whether gays and lesbians
should have the same rights and benefits
as married couples. The 14 April decision
was a victory for voters, who last year
backed Measure 36, an initiative that
defined marriage as being between one
man and one woman. Multnomah
County began issuing marriage licenses to
homosexuals in March 2004. Gay-rights
advocates can file a new lawsuit to obtain
equal benefits, but the process could take
several years.
Religion News Service

Threat to conversions

T

he government of Sri Lanka is about to
introduce a bill that would outlaw religious conversion. The bill would subject
faith-based aid providers up to seven years
2 2 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

June 2005

in prison if accused of “attempted conversion” for aiding the needy while retaining
their religious identities.
The Becket Fund which is a non-partisan, interfaith, legal and educational institute dedicated to protecting the free
expression of all religious traditions warns
that the law would jeopardise all religiously-affiliated tsunami relief aid now
pouring into the country. Buddhism is
assured a “foremost place” in the Sri
Lankan constitution and those practising
minority religions, including Christianity,
Islam, and Hinduism, have been violently
targeted in the past.

Prayer hall burnt

H

indu and Muslim villagers burned
down a prayer hall and attacked three
church members in a village in Kerala,
India, on 1 April. The attack came after 26
people were baptized in a discreet early
morning ceremony. The prayer hall was
completely demolished, but Christians in
the village said they would continue to
meet for prayer and Bible study in their
homes. Nineteen per cent of the total
population of Kerala is Christian.
Muslims account for 23 per cent and
Hindus for 57 per cent.
Compass Direct

Navigator president dies

TNavigators,
he second president of The
Dr Lorne Sanny, died on
28 March at the age of 84. Dr Sanny
served as president and general director
of The Navigators for 30 years. During
Dr Sanny’s tenure The Navigators grew
from a staff of 171 in fewer than a
dozen countries to 2580 in 71 countries. After stepping down as president
and general director of The Navigators
in 1986, he continued as chairman of
the US Board of Directors until 1993.
Dr Sanny developed and served the
Navigator Business and Professional
Ministries, which is The Navigators’
marketplace outreach.
Navigators

Creationists herald discovery

Tdinosaur
he journal Science has revealed that a
bone discovered in 2003 in
Montana, yielded soft tissues, including blood vessels and possibly cells that
“retain some of their original flexibility, elasticity and resilience”. Scientists
found the tissue when the thigh bone
they were excavating was too long to

N

fit in a helicopter and had to be broken
in two pieces. It was then they realised
fossilisation was not complete and
could possibly lead to understanding
more about the mysterious creatures.
Creationist group Answers in Genesis
says the revelation offers “immensely
powerful support to the idea that
dinosaur fossils are not millions of
years old at all, but were mostly fossilised under catastrophic conditions a
few thousand years ago at most”.
Evolutionists believe dinosaurs were
made extinct 65 to 70 million years
ago.
Answers in Genesis

Scots back gay priests

I

n a move sure to further divide the
Anglican Communion, the Scottish
Episcopal Church has declared that
being a practising homosexual is not a
bar to ordination to the office of presbyter (priest). In a statement, the bishops declared: “We are conscious that as a
church we are much indebted in our life
both to a significant presence of persons
of homosexual orientation, and also
those whose theology and stance would
be critical of attitudes to sexuality other
than abstinence outside marriage... We
rejoice in both.” Aberdeen Bishop
Bruce Cameron pointed out that this
policy had been reached without a synodical decision, in contrast to the
Church of England’s policy barring
active homosexuals from the priesthood.
A Scottish Anglican Network has
formed to preserve evangelical truth and
apostolic order in the Scottish Episcopal
Church.

Presbyterian journal

TforheDiscussion
Confessional Presbyterian, A Journal
of Presbyterian Doctrine &
Practice will be available soon. It was
anticipated that issues would be mailed
out in late May. Contributing editors
include, from the Presbyterian Church of
America, J. Ligon Duncan, David W.
Hall, and Wayne Sparkman, director of
the PCA Historical Centre. Subscription
rates are $US25 outside the United States.
Contact PO Box 141084, Dallas TX
75214, USA.
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On the
Agenda
Statement on Mary
By Barney Zwartz

N

early five centuries of division between
Catholic and Anglican churches over the
place of the Virgin Mary have potentially
ended in a historic agreement that she was
Christ’s foremost disciple and a model for
all Christians but not a saviour.
Both churches released an agreed statement on 16 May that they hope will surmount one of the main theological objections to a united Western church.
The joint statement, Mary: Grace and
Hope in Christ, tackles four main issues: the
Catholic doctrines of Mary’s immaculate
conception and bodily assumption (both of
which most Anglicans reject), the authority
of the Pope in making them dogma, and
how Mary should be honoured.
The document says Mary is Christ’s
foremost disciple, the mother of God
incarnate, a model of holiness, faith and
obedience who points people to Christ.
But Jesus Christ is sole redeemer and saviour. It says the disputed doctrines are
“consonant with Scripture and the ancient
common traditions’’, but does not commit Anglicans to them.
The document was launched in Seattle
by the Australian primate, Perth
Archbishop Peter Carnley, and Catholic
Archbishop of Seattle Alexander Brunett
as co-chairmen of the Anglican Roman
Catholic International Commission.
“It’s a hugely important document,’’
Dr Carnley said. The statement, which has
yet to be formally adopted by either
church, drew on Scripture and ancient tradition, and sought a language that reflected
what the churches had in common but
transcended the past controversies.
“The ARCIC method has been to find
a new form of language that avoids the
contentious language of the past, and we
have found it here,’’ Dr Carnley said.
Dr Charles Sherlock, the Melbourne
Anglican theologian who was one of the
statement’s four main creators, said it was
a triple achievement: it was a full agreement, it tackled the thorny issue of the
Pope’s authority for Anglicans, but produced an imaginative yet scholarly interpretation of the Bible.
Dr Sherlock said the Anglican church
was committed to restoring unity in the

Western church, of which the Pope was the
senior figure. The only issue for Anglicans
was what authority he should have.
On the dogma of the immaculate conception (that Mary was born free of sin),
it says that, “Christ’s redeeming work
reached ‘back’ in Mary to the depths of
her being and to her earliest beginnings’’.
On the assumption of Mary (the teaching
that when Mary died her body and soul
were assumed into heavenly glory) the
document affirms that “God has taken the
Blessed Virgin Mary in the fullness of her
person into His glory’’.
The statement says it has not cleared
away all possible problems but deepened
understanding so that remaining diversity
should not be an obstacle.
A Melbourne Catholic member of the
28-member international commission,
Peter Cross, said the most important
aspect was the very careful re-examination
of Mary in the Bible.
Father Cross, a lecturer and parish
priest at Brighton, said: “That’s a massive
advance, because some Anglicans read the
Scripture as if Mary isn’t there, while
Catholics see Mary in many places.’’
Peter Adam, principal of the Anglican
university Ridley College, said the understanding of Mary was now a smaller
obstacle to church unity than women
priests, but the dialogue was important.
“In 20 years the report will be out of
date, but the fact that the debate is going
on will be bearing fruit.’’
Evangelical Anglicans consider that the
document concedes too much to the traditional Catholic doctrines. Rod Thomas,
chairman of the English Reform group,
said that if Christians could pray to Mary
it went against the teaching that Jesus
Christ was the great high priest who interceded with the Father.
“It has become clear that we can only
find common ground through theological
fudge. That can never be a basis for moving forward in unity. The document goes
nowhere near addressing the understandings of revelation, of scriptural authority,
and the uniqueness of Christ that were
the cornerstones of the Reformation and
are the cornerstones of evangelical faith
today,’’ he said.
“It is not so much an attempt to turn
the clock back as a demonstration that to
move forward would require compromises on our understanding of the Bible’s
teaching that, however courteously
expressed, are still issues that divide us.’’
This is an expanded version of an article that
appeared in The Age, Melbourne.
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Prayers for salvation
God may have lessons for us in the way He answers our askings.

T

he Bible tells us that anything we
ask according to His will, we shall
have (1 John 5:14-15). How is it,
then, that not all prayers for the
salvation of others are answered?
All Christians, I suppose, like myself,
have prayed for the conversion of loved
ones without seeing it happen. So did Paul
(Rom. 9:1-3, 10:1), and so did prayer giant
George Müller in at least one case (though
the prayed-for person came to Christ at
Müller’s funeral).
Much is uncertain here; we cannot tell,
for instance, how God may deal with
holdouts who, as we say, “know it all” in
the moments of their dying. But we know
the pain of the love that makes us pray for
them, and while they continue impervious
to Christ, the pain stays.
Now, our heavenly Father is indeed a
promise-keeping God who answers all
proper prayer in positive terms. Proper
prayers flow from faithful, obedient
hearts bringing to God real needs that we
beg him to meet. His answer may be “Yes,
here and now, as requested,” or “Yes, but
in a better way than you asked,” or “Yes,
but you must wait — I will take the right
action at the right time, which is not yet.”
God, the perfect Father, loves to give
good gifts to His children but reserves the
right to give only the best, and only in the
best way. What He gives, therefore, is not
always what the praying believer had in
mind.
But proper prayers are made according
to His will; what does that mean? The
Lord’s Prayer shows. All our requests are
to be a spelling out of our motive, purpose, and desire, which matches God’s

J.I. Packer
own, for the hallowing (honoring, glorifying) of his Hame (that is, of God Himself
as revealed in the Bible and Christ).
The bottom line here must ever be that
God’s will (command and plan) be done
— not just in others’ lives but in ours too.
In our lives God may have lessons for us
in the way He answers our askings.
As children growing up in God’s fam-

Though our
prayers do not
make God
dance to our
tune, they
do make a
difference.
ily, we are to work out what we think will
most advance the divine glory, and pray
for that (as did Paul when he asked that
his thorn in the flesh be healed). Then we
must wait and watch to see what God, in
His greater wisdom, does in answer (as
when He strengthened Paul to live with
the thorn unhealed).
But, given all that, does not God categorically state in 2 Peter 3:9 that He wants
everyone on Earth to come to repentance? Well, no; not there, anyway. “The
Lord,” says Peter, “is patient toward you
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(my Jewish-Christian fellow believers,
whom I am addressing), not wishing that
any (of you) should perish, but that all (of
you) should reach repentance.” Texts
must be understood in context, which
often limits their application, as it does
here.
But does not God call everyone who
hears the gospel to come to Christ and be
saved? Yes, but be careful; there is mystery
here, the mystery of God’s sovereignty.
The gospel message is a bona fide, good
faith, “whosoever will” invitation to
Christ, who is truly present to save all
who truly turn to Him in faith and repentance.
To us who thus turn, the New
Testament explains that God reached out
to open our eyes, renew our hearts, and
raise us from spiritual death into new
birth and new life. Hence He is to be
praised no less for our conversion than for
providing our Savior. But not all turn, and
the unbelief of those who do not is diagnosed as their own fault. Beyond this, the
mystery of some-but-not-others is left
unexplained, and humbly we have to settle for that.

Y

et, though our prayers do not make
God dance to our tune, they do make
a difference. When, as so often, those who
have come to faith learn that someone was
praying for them, they know that they
owe their salvation, under God, to that
person.
And when God moves me to love and
pray for someone (with verbal witness to
them also, as God gives opportunity), I
should assume that God means to bless
that person. He is privileging me to be a
link in the chain and will answer my
prayer in positive terms, whether or not I
see how.
Keep loving, then, keep praying, keep
expecting, keep trusting God to know
what He is doing, and keep praising Him
for His unsearchable wisdom. So did Paul
(Rom. 9-11, especially 11:33-36), and so
should we.
This article is reprinted from Christianity
ap
Today, April 2003.
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Thinking straighter
Why the world’s most famous atheist now (sort of) believes in God.

A

ntony Flew, one of the world's
leading philosophers, has changed
his mind about God. And he has
agnostics worried.
Some are mystified and others are
angry. Typical of many responses is this
skeptical blogger: “Sounds to me like an
old man, confronted by the end of life,
making one final desperate attempt at salvation.” Richard Carrier of The Secular
Web even accuses him of “wilfully sloppy
scholarship”.
His pedigree in philosophy explains
the recent media frenzy and controversy.
Raised in a Christian home and son of a
famous Methodist minister, Flew became
an atheist at 15. A student of Gilbert
Ryle’s at Oxford, Flew won the prestigious John Locke Prize in Mental
Philosophy. He has written 26 books,
many of them classics like God and
Philosophy and How to Think Straight. A
1949 lecture given to C. S. Lewis’s Oxford
Socratic Club became one of the most
widely published essays in philosophy.
The Times Literary Supplement said Flew
fomented a change in both the theological
and philosophical worlds.
Flew taught at Oxford, Aberdeen,
Keele, Reading, and has lectured in North
America, Australia, Africa, South
America, and Asia. The Times of London
referred to him as “one of the most
renowned atheists of the past half-century, whose papers and lectures have
formed the bedrock of unbelief for many
adherents”.

L

ast summer he hinted at his abandonment of naturalism in a letter to
Philosophy Now. Rumours began circulating on the internet about Flew’s inclinations towards belief in God, and then
Richard Ostling broke the story in early
December for the Associated Press.
According to Craig Hazen, associate professor of comparative religions and apologetics at Biola, the school received more
than 35,000 hits on their site that contains
Flew’s interview for Philosophia Christi,
the journal of the Evangelical
Philosophical Society. At his home in
Reading, west of London, Flew told me:
“I have been simply amazed by the attention given to my change of mind.”

James A.
Beverley
So what exactly is the reason for and
nature of his “change of mind”?
Flew has had to assure former students
that he does not now believe in revealed
religion. “Even one of my daughters asked
if this meant we were going to say grace at
meals,” he said. “The answer is no.”
Flew is also quick to point out that he
is not a Christian. “I have become a deist
like Thomas Jefferson.” He cites his affinity with Einstein who believed in “an
Intelligence that produced the integrative

“I have been
simply amazed
by the attention given to
my change
of mind.”
ANTONY FLEW

complexity of creation”. To make things
perfectly clear, he told me: “I understand
why Christians are excited, but if they
think I am going to become a convert to
Christ in the near future, they are very
much mistaken.”
“Are you Paul on the road to
Damascus?” I asked him.
“Certainly not.”
Comedian Jay Leno suggested a motive
for the change on The Tonight Show: “Of
course he believes in God now. He’s 81
years old.” It's something many agnostics
have said more seriously. However, Flew is
not worried about impending death or
post-mortem salvation. “I don’t want a
future life. I have never wanted a future
life,” he told me. He assured the reporter
for The Times: “I want to be dead when
I’m dead and that’s an end to it.” He even
ended an interview with the Humanist
Network News by stating: “Goodbye. We
shall never meet again.”
Flew’s U-turn on God lies in a far
more significant reality. It is about evi-

dence. “Since the beginning of my philosophical life I have followed the policy of
Plato’s Socrates: We must follow the argument wherever it leads.” I asked him if it
was tough to change his mind. “No. It
was not hard. I’ve always engaged in
inquiry. If I am shown to have been
wrong, well, okay, so I was wrong.”

A

ctually, Flew has been rethinking the
arguments for a Designer for several
years. When I saw him in London in the
spring of 2003, he told me he was still an
atheist but was impressed by Intelligent
Design theorists. By early 2004 he had
made the move to deism. Surprisingly, he
gives first place to Aristotle in having the
most significant impact on him. “I was
not a specialist on Aristotle, so I was reading parts of his philosophy for the first
time.” He was aided in this by The
Rediscovery of Wisdom, a work on
Aristotle by David Conway, one of Flew's
former students.
Flew also cites the influence of Gerald
Schroeder, an Israeli physicist, and Roy
Abraham Varghese, author of The Wonder
of the World and an Eastern Rite Catholic.
Flew appeared with both scientists at a
New York symposium last May where he
acknowledged his changed conviction
about the necessity for a Creator. In the
broader picture, both Varghese and
Schroeder, author of The Hidden Face of
God, argue from the fine-tuning of the
universe that it is impossible to explain the
origin of life without God. This forms the
substance of what led Flew to move away
from Darwinian naturalism.
I studied with Flew in 1985 in Toronto,
and he told me then about the positive
impression he had of emerging evangelical
scholarship. That year Varghese had
arranged a Dallas conference on God, and
included atheists, like Flew, and theists.
That same year Flew had his first debate
with historian Gary Habermas of Liberty
University on the resurrection of Jesus,
recorded in Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?
They have debated twice since on the
same topic.
Flew has also debated Terry Miethe,
who holds doctorates in both philosophy
and religion, on the existence of God, and
he has been involved in philosophical
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exchanges with J. P. Moreland, another
well-known Christian philosopher. In
1998 he had a major debate in Madison,
Wisconsin, with William Lane Craig,
research professor at Talbot, in honour of
the 50th anniversary of the famous BBC
debate between Bertrand Russell and F. C.
Copleston, the brilliant Catholic philosopher.
In Reading, I asked Flew more explicitly about the impact of these and other
scholars. “Who amazes you the most of
the defenders of Christian theism?”
He replied, “I would have to put Alvin
Plantinga pretty high,” and he also complimented Miethe, Moreland, and Craig
for their philosophical skills. He regards
Richard Swinburne, the Oxford philosophy of religion professor, as the leading
figure in the United Kingdom. “There is
really no competition to him.” He said
that Habermas has made “the most
impressive case for Christian theism on
the basis of New Testament writings”.
These Christian philosophers have uniform respect for Flew as a person and as a
thinker. Craig spoke of him as “an enduring figure in positivistic philosophy” and
was “rather surprised by his giving up his
atheistic views”. He, Miethe, and
Habermas have found Flew to be a perfect
gentleman both in public debate and private conversations. Swinburne says Flew
has always been a tough thinker, though
less dogmatic as the years went by.
Plantinga, the founder of the Society of
Christian Philosophers, said that Flew’s
change is “a tribute to his open-mindedness as well as an indication of the
strength of current broadly scientific
arguments against atheism”.

F

lew’s preference for deism and continued dislike of alleged revelation
emerge from two deep impulses in his
philosophy. First, Flew has an almost
unshakable view against the supernatural,
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a view that he learned chiefly from David
Hume, the 18th-century Scottish philosopher. Flew, a leading authority on Hume,
wrote the classic essay on miracles in The
Encyclopedia of Philosophy.
What is rather surprising in Flew’s
dogmatism is that he believes Hume did
not and could not prove that miracles are,
strictly speaking, impossible. “If this is the
case, why not be open to God's possible
intervention?” I asked. He replied by saying that the laws of nature are so well
established that testimonies about miracles are easy for him to ignore. He is not
impressed
by
people who hear
“The evidence regularly from
for the God. He did
Resurrection concede, relucis better than tantly and after
for claimed considerable disthat
miracles in cussion,
God could, in
any other
principle, puncreligion.” ture his bias
ANTONY FLEW
against the supernatural.
Of more significance, Flew detests any
notion that a loving God would send any
of his creatures to eternal flames. He cannot fathom how intelligent Christians can
believe this doctrine. He even said in his
debate with Terry Miethe that he has
entertained the thought that the Creator
should punish, though not endlessly, only
those who defend the notion of eternal
torment. On this matter, Flew is willing to
entertain fresh approaches to divine justice. In fact, he had just obtained Lewis’s
book The Great Divorce in order to assess
Lewis’s unique interpretation on the topic
of judgment.
When I asked Flew about his broader
case for deism, he asked rhetorically:
“Why should God be concerned about
what His creatures think about Him any
more than He should be directly con-
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cerned with their conduct?” I reminded
him of biblical verses that also ask rhetorically: “He who planted the ear, does He
not hear? He who formed the eye, does
He not see?” (Ps. 94:9). It seems incredible to argue that any human cares more
about the world than God does. “Is the
Creator really morally clueless?” I asked.
Flew responded to what he called this
“interesting argument” with openness.
Moreland, who teaches at Biola, says he
hopes that Flew “will become even more
curious about whether or not God has
ever made Himself clearly known to
humanity”.

U

nlike many other modern philosophers, Flew has a high regard for the
person of Jesus. Early in the interview, he
stated rather abruptly: “There’s absolutely
no good reason for believing in Islam,
whereas in Christianity you have the
charismatic figure of Jesus, the defining
example of what is meant by charismatic.”
By charismatic, he means dynamic and
impressive. He dismissed views that Jesus
never existed as “ridiculous”.
Later I asked, “Are you basically
impressed with Jesus?”
“Oh yes. He is a defining instance of a
charismatic figure, perplexing in many
ways, of course.” Beyond this, Flew
remains agnostic about orthodox views of
Jesus, though he has made some very positive remarks about the case for the
Resurrection. In the journal Philosophia
Christi he states: “The evidence for the
Resurrection is better than for claimed
miracles in any other religion.” No, he still
does not believe that Jesus rose from the
dead. However, he told me, the case for an
empty tomb is “considerably better than I
thought previously”.
Plantinga, the dean of Christian
philosophers, told me that the radical
change in Christian scholarship over
Flew’s career has been remarkable. When
Flew originally attacked theism more than
50 years ago, there were few Christians
working in philosophy. Now there are a
large and growing number of scholars
committed to intellectual defence of the
gospel. It is, of course, no small matter
that one of the world’s leading philosophers has moved somewhat closer to the
side of the angels.
James A. Beverley is professor of Christian
apologetics at Tyndale Seminary in
Toronto. For more information on the
interview with Flew, see Beverley’s website
at www.religionwatch.ca. This article is
reprinted from Christianity Today, April
ap
2005.
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Truth in love
Christians are too ready to rend the body of Christ.

T

he remark was made after
Scotland’s General Assembly
(some years ago) that “the
Church seems to be going
through a terribly angry time at the
moment”. Concern was expressed at the
lack of humility on all sides.
There is no use our moaning daily that
the media news consists largely of strife
between political and industrial factions
when in the church we are just as bitter in
our ethical and doctrinal quarrels and
squabbles and have no sense of guilt or
shame about them.
If we are to show a better example to
the nation and the world we will have to
do better than that and at least earn the
respect of those within the Christian
Body with whom we disagree ethically
and theologically. If we have any enemies
in the Christian camp we must certainly
learn to love them, as Jesus bade us.
Of course “love” that ignores or makes
light of assured truth turns out to be
something less than love, because it plays
fast and loose with the truth, and as far as
our Lord is concerned, love and truth are
one.
Is it then possible to stand by the truth
we espouse, be proud of it and never
deflect from it and yet preserve respect for
and even be prepared to learn from and
love those with whom we disagree? Surely
there may be ways of holding what we
regard as the truth which exclude the
grace and virtue of charity, but the truth
itself must be charitable, else it is hardly
true.
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William
Still
Yet the instant reaction of those who
regard themselves as outstandingly valiant
for the truth would be to say that it is not
right to be too charitable to those we
regard as in error. But that cannot be
right. Try to imagine some of the situations in the life of our Lord and His disciples in respect of
Judas.
Did the others
suspect the traiThe truth
tor? He was the
itself must be
treasurer,
and
must have had an
charitable,
integral part in
else it is
the communal
hardly true.
life of their select
group.
Did
Jesus
Himself
ever
betray to the disciples, even to John, what
He knew or suspected about Judas?
True, that uncomfortable situation had
to end, but it did not end until in the
upper room on the very brink of our
Lord’s own arrest He addressed Judas as
“comrade” in a last minute effort to draw
him away from his dreadful deed. Only
then did Jesus reveal to the others that
Judas was the intended traitor.

W

hat sort of life, then, did these 12
men live with their Master which
included such an alien spirit? Was it harmonious? We may not know, but can
there be the slightest doubt that Jesus
who was the soul of truth and could not
think, speak, or act a lie for the sake of
peace, behaved graciously to the man who
turned out to be Satan’s tool to destroy
Him? Admittedly this is an extreme
example of loving our enemies, but does it
not help us see how far charity may have
to go towards those with whom we disagree?
As to doctrinal disagreements, John in
his second letter says, that if anyone
should come to us not teaching Christian
orthodoxy we should not welcome him

into our house; for if we do, we share in
what he calls his “wicked works”. Yes, but
we do not need to kick him downstairs!
We can still be polite and gracious, and
respect even if we pity him because we
think he is wrong. Such a respectful attitude might be the beginning of both loving and correcting him.
With regard to heinous sinners, Paul
tells the Corinthians not to associate with
anyone, even if he calls himself a brother,
who is sexually immoral or greedy, an
idolater, slanderer, drunkard or swindler.
With such persons, he says you are not to
eat (and we know what disastrous misuse
was made of that injunction by Taylorite
Brethren to the break up of family life).
But do we need to throw out such sinners? Neither Jesus, Paul nor John would
recommend such drastic treatment until
an impossibly obdurate situation had
developed. After all, none of us has our
Lord’s discernment, or that of the apostles, and we may be mistaken, or may be
going on hearsay, which can be exceedingly untrustworthy.
Interestingly enough, Paul’s words to
the Corinthians in his first extant letter
about the sinner who is handed over to
Satan are balanced by words in his second
letter where he says about another sinner:
“If anyone has caused grief he has not so
much grieved me as he has grieved you all
to some extent – not to put it too severely.
The punishment inflicted on him by the
majority is sufficient for him. Now,
instead, you ought to forgive him and
comfort him, so that he will not be over-
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whelmed by excessive sorrow.” That is
surely the very spirit of the Master, and
should animate all who follow Him.
As to encounters with unbelievers,
Paul says that we must not be unequally
yoked with them. Indeed, he says we are
to separate ourselves from them. But
surely not hate them or despise them.
How in the world are we to win people if
we do not preserve an attitude of respect
for them and their undying souls?
And, if we ought to love such sinful
souls for Christ’s sake how much more
ought we to love the followers of the
Lord, including those about whose faith
we may have misgivings and uncertainty?
Remember Jesus bearing with Judas for
three years to the bitter end.
Are those who have been so roundly
criticised and even condemned during the
last Assembly going to be the better for
the hard and harsh things which were said
about them? There certainly seems to
have been more anger than sorrow concerning what many may regard as misdemeanours and misdirections.

O

ne of the controversies which breeds
anger and bitterness in the Kirk is
that of conservative evangelicals versus
liberals. Some may use the word “fundamentalist” to daub their opponents with
when very likely they know that the word
in its grossest and less intelligent sense is
worlds away from what these people
really believe. This tends to anger them
because they regard such attacks as below
the belt and unfair and unjust.
But conservative evangelicals if they
are to adorn their doctrine must see to it
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that any anger they feel is righteous and
not sinful: and if they can be angry and sin
not, that will take the heat out of any
sense of injustice they feel.
On the other hand, liberals may feel
that evangelicals are forever sniping at
them and questioning their faith and
integrity. Some evangelicals might be
surprised at the depth of devotion to
Christ which lies at the heart of those

Some evangelicals might be
surprised at
the depth of
devotion to
Christ which
lies at the
heart of liberals’ doubts
and questions.
with doubts and questions concerning
matters that they regard as vital and fundamental. This is calculated to make sincere people of more liberal or more
uncertain views bitter, especially if they
are only trying to be honest with themselves before God. They have no need of
slurs on account of their open-minded
search. However, they might be more
open-minded towards evangelicals as
evangelicals might need to be more
open-minded towards them.
We all need to remember what Peter
said about Jesus: “When they hurled
insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when
He suffered He made no threats. Instead

He entrusted Himself to Him who judges
justly...”
This does not necessarily mean that
no answer may be given to harsh or
unjust criticism, since in the last analysis
our blessed Lord remained silent in face
of accusations because “as a Lamb led to
the slaughter” he stood condemned in
our place; whereas we may need to give a
reason for the faith and hope within us.
But our response should always be
respectful.

P

eter says, show proper respect for
everyone; love the brotherhood of
believers, fear God. Indeed we are likeliest
to win our brother with whom we contend if we fully respect his point of view,
put the best, not the worst, construction
upon it, and show that we are not prepared to say or do anything that could
place undue strain upon our bonds in
Jesus Christ.
Within the conservative evangelical
camp there can be, alas, loads of uncharity
as in the liberal camp. It is a fearful thing
to rend the body of Christ. It is virtually
to tear it limb from limb and whatever we
may think or feel we must not allow ourselves to hurt our blessed Lord’s body
thus. At all costs we must love our
brother as ourselves. That will do more
for him than all the bitter invective in the
world. God help us all and forgive us our
past sins.
The late Rev. William Still was minister of
Gilcomston South Church, Aberdeen, from
1945 to 1997. This article was first printed
ap
in Life And Work magazine.
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Letters
The real challenge

I

n his letter, David L. Hare (AP, March)
seeks to reassure your readers that he and
his fellow elders at Camberwell are not so
bad as the author of Fractured Families
(Morag Zwartz) makes out. I am puzzled
that he makes no attempt to rebuff the
author’s researched view that he and his
fellow elders are members of a cult group
known as the Fellowship.
The word “cult” appears on the cover
and throughout the book, and yet Mr
Hare leaves that critical point well alone.
Why? Surely he is not happy to be labeled
or associated with a cult or cult-like
group. If it were me, I would be making
every effort to disprove and distance
myself and fellow elders from that assertion.
Might I suggest that it’s Mr Hare’s
cloth and not Morag Zwartz that is
grossly defective and in need of repairing
or tossing out (2 Cor. 5:17).
Phil Betts
Shepparton, Vic.

A valuable book

Tpractices
he PCV has declared the beliefs and
of The Fellowship to be harmful
and hostile (“inimical”) to the church.
The theological critique found in chapter
4 of the official document, Fractured
Fellowship, reads like “another gospel”.
Given the clear and stated position of
the PCV, some of the criticisms being
voiced about the book Fractured Families,
with its exposé of Fellowship activities,
have been quite alarming. While I do not
agree with everything in the book, I commend its publication. I believe the testimonies of people’s destructive experiences, found particularly in Part 4, are
invaluable. I have heard admissions from
Fellowship people, both publicly and privately, that the group did make some mistakes.
However, each time I have ever given
specific examples, they have sidestepped
admitting it happened, or that it was
wrong, and have blamed the victim. Well,
here are several real accounts.
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Given the ongoing seeming inability
of many Fellowship people to face up to
the magnitude of some of the wrongs
that went on in their circles, the book has
performed a sadly necessary task.
Ephesians 5:11 commands us to “have
nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of
darkness, but rather expose them”. The
book has done this. It is hoped that its
revelations may jolt some people into
reality. The damage being done to the
denomination in Victoria while
Fellowship people continue to duck and
weave is enormous.
Like Warwick Davidson (AP, May) I
would love to see reconciliation. But, to
quote someone else, it has got to be on the
basis of “full light, full candour, open dealings”.
Rev. Mark Crabb,
Mt Evelyn Presbyterian Church, Vic

Cross-cultural dressing

TAprilhe manner
in which John Yeo (letters,
AP) presents his argument about
clothing illustrates the fundamental problem of today’s church for he attempts to
interpret Scripture from culture. This is
absolutely wrong but is common to many
theologians even professing to be
reformed. We are told: “In the beginning
was the Word and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God” (Jn 1:1).
This equates Christ, God and the
Scriptures as an equality from eternity
past. Therefore Scripture is the first
premise in everything. As Isaiah says:
“To the law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them” (Is.
8:20).
It cannot therefore be interpreted by
things other than Scripture; all things are
interpreted by the light of Scripture. This
therefore rules out evolution, psychology
and liberalism.
Inspiration should be seen as God giving to particular men something which
already exists from eternity past by
means of the Holy Spirit. “I was in the
Spirit on the Lord’s day and I heard...”
(Rev. 1:10) or, in the case of Moses, being
spoken to face to face (Num. 12:6-8). If
what he heard had any similarities to previous written records it is largely irrelevant.
So then to argue that some men and
women in non-Christian cultures dress
alike means nothing but only shows that

the Word of God has had little effect on
that culture, for God commands that they
dress differently.
Neil Cadman,
Norman Park, Qld

Another gospel?

Teragehankof you
for the April AP, and its covCalvin and the Calvinists by the
various contributors. It made for very fortifying, reassuring reading.
However, in an issue which poses the
question “Calvin – still the one?” (and
seeks to answer it categorically in the
affirmative... in harmony with the WCF),
why is there also the advocacy of Franklin
Graham – and his Festival Victoria 2005 –
as a de facto theological alternative? Is
Billy’s son another “one”?
Surely there is a stark dichotomy here
as to what actually constitutes the Gospel.
Certainly, the Lord has often used a
“crooked stick” to shepherd His chosen
ones onto the path of righteousness:
many of us can testify to that. But such an
instrument should not be found in the
hands of those who would follow in the
footsteps of St John of Geneva... and
those of the Westminster divines. The
apostle Paul absolutely abhorred “another
gospel”.
Divine sovereignty is one thing. Our
covenantal responsibility is very much
another.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

Barry James
Holder, ACT

June 2005 • 2 9

June 2005
21 Pray for all country people suffering
economically and emotionally from the
widespread devastating drought, for
adequate assistance for them, and for
the Lord to send rain (James 5:16-18).
22 The work of our Christian Education
committees. Conveners Ian Schoonwater (GAA), Andrew Newman (Qld),
Warren Hicks (NSW), David Brown
(Vic.), Graeme Roberts (Tas.), Reg
Mathews (SA) and Keith Morris (WA),
and for wide use by congregations of
their programmes and publications.
23 Praise God with Robyn Davies
Mission Partners (APWM) worker
from Strathfield, Sydney serving with
Wycliff Bible Translators in PNG as
final checking of the Ramoaaina New
Testament is nearly complete, and
pray for the final stages of publication.
24 Penshurst parish, Sydney; (about 80
c&a (communicants and adherents), 5
yf (younger folk – Sunday School and
youth) and 11 e (elders). Jeff and
Michelle Cover.
25 Robert, Mission Partners (APWM)
worker from Croydon Hills,
Melbourne serving with Pioneers in
Central Asia.
26 Cath Butler, new Associate Chaplain
at Somerville House a PMSA (Presbyterian and Methodist Schools Association) school, south Brisbane; also for
the new PMSA Sunhine Coast school.
27 Presbytery of Bass, northern
Tasmania; 4 parishes and 3 special
(home mission) charges totaling 16
congregations; Muriel Bissett clerk.
28 Pray for Philip Strong from Murwillumbah newly appointed as aged care
chaplain at Hopetoun (Corinda,
Brisbane) and St Michaels (Ipswich),
and for Gary Tosh in his new role as
PresCare coordination chaplain.
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29 Robina parish, Queensland Gold
Coast; with about 45 c&a, 15 yf and 3
e. Kevin and Beverly Ridley.
30 Sorrento home mission station including Rye, Vic.; with about 70 c&a, 1 yf
and 2 e. Henk and Kay Van der Pols.
July 2005
1 Seacliff parish, southern Adelaide; the
members, young folk and elders. Stefan
and Sue Slucki; and for his weekly
radio programme Basics of Life.
2 Orange parish NSW; with about 150
c&a, 20 yf and 8 e. William and Robyn
Stewart.
3 Thank God for the publication of the
Uripiv New Testament and pray the
6000 Uripiv speakers in Vanuatu will
read it and respond in faith.
4 Thank God for 14 years’ service by
Rupert Hanna as Clerk of the SA
Assembly, pray for him as he prepares
to be state Moderator in 2006 and for
Brian Johnson, the new clerk.
5 Bundaberg parish, Qld; with about 95
c&a, 20 yf and 7 e. Wal and Elinor
Brown.
6 Dubbo parish, western NSW; with
about 385 c&a, 120 yf and 7 e. Bryson
and Susan Smith, Paul and Mary
Sheely and Wayne Connor ordained
recently.
7 Pray for the interim Moderator, preachers, elders and filling of the vacancy in
Ballarat South parish Vic. comprising
Ebenezer, Scarsdale and St David’s;
with about 75 c&a, 25 yf and 10 e.
8 Presbytery of the Hunter (Newcastle
area) NSW with 12 parishes and 4
home mission stations totaling 31
congregations with 1645 c&a; 2
defence chaplains, 1 hospital chaplain,
1 missionary, 6 retired ministers;
Robin Turner clerk.
9 Tracey Croll, Mission Partners
(APWM) worker from NSW serving
with SIM in Zambia.

10 Warren parish, western NSW, including Coonamble; with about 50 c&a,
10 yf and 3 e. David and Amanda
Enderby.
11 The NSW General Assembly meeting
in residential mode at Stanwell Tops
south of Sydney; pray for the moderator John Thompson, clerk Paul Logan
and other assembly officers, and all
messages, fellowship, debates and
decisions.
12 Ashley and Sarah, APWM workers
from Croydon Hills, Melbourne, serving in the Middle East.
13 Hawthorn parish, Melbourne; with
about 25 c&a, 15 yf and 4 e. Graham
and Jennie Nicholson.
14 Manilla parish including Somerton
recently separated from Tamworth;
with about 90 c&a, 50 yf and 3 e.
Andrew and Belinda Satchell.
15 Pray for the interim moderator,
preachers, elders and filling of the
vacancy in Mackay parish North
Queensland including Sarina; with
about 170 c&a, 60 yf and 7 e.
16 St Ives parish, northern Sydney; with
about 105 c&a, 12 yf and 7 e. John
and Lyn Woodward.
17 Presbytery of Melbourne East; 16
parishes totaling 18 congregations
with 1327 c&a; 2 school chaplains, 1
missionary, 1 retired minister, 4 under
jurisdiction, 1 theological candidate;
Kevin Giles clerk.
18 Nambucca River parish, NSW north
coast, comprising Macksville and
Nambucca Heads; with about 105
c&a, 30 yf and 3 e. Todd Galvin.
19 Caboolture parish north of Brisbane;
with about 70 c&a, 30 yf and 3 e.
Gregory and Helen Watt.
20 Rowan Mission Partners (APWM)
worker from Parramatta City congregation serving with Interserve in
Nepal in engineering and technical
support.
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Books
W. Stanford Reid:
An Evangelical Calvinist
in the Academy
A. Donald Macleod
Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press,
2004.
Reviewed by Allan Harman

Sitedtanford
Reid and his wife Priscilla visAustralia three times during the years
1980 to 1984, first at the invitation of the
GAA Christian Education Committee,
then of the Victorian Theological
Education Committee. On each visit he
spoke and preached many times. In fact,
he combined the first visit with speaking
engagements in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan
on the outward journey, and with a visit
to New Zealand on the return.
Altogether he spoke 54 times in two
months! Those who want to read about
these visits can read chapter 16 of this
book.
But the importance of this book goes
far beyond the chapter on Australia, interesting as it may be especially to those of us
who were involved with the Reids during
their visits. It records the life of a
Reformed and evangelical scholar who
spent a lifetime of teaching in Canadian
universities, and who had an international
reputation as a historian and scholar. A
quick glance at his own writings gives an
idea of the breadth of his learning and
interests.
He was primarily a specialist on the
Reformation era, and while writing much
on Scotland he also wrote on many
aspects of the Continental reformation as
well. He was theologically trained (with
both Th.B. and Th.M degrees from
Westminster Theological Seminary) and
kept up his reading and writing on theology throughout the years.
Stanford Reid was the son of a minister
in the Presbyterian Church in Canada; he
himself served in its ministry. His father
and two uncles had come through the
division caused by the formation of the
United Church of Canada in 1925, with
one uncle choosing to go into the new
church. He himself stayed within the
Presbyterian Church, even though that
often meant being a lonely voice and also

O

O

K

S

being overlooked for appointment to
teaching positions in the theological
schools of the church.
This book, written by a student and
friend, A. Donald Macleod, tells the
story of his life — of his warm family
relationships, his devotion to Christ in
every aspect of his life and work, his
generous spirit and willingness to help,
his integrity in his academic work and
ability to maintain his evangelical commitment in the face of hostility or opposition.
Donald Macleod has done his research
well, but also writes in a delightful way
about one of his mentors. This is excellent
reading, not just for Canadians, but for
evangelical Christians everywhere.
Looking back on the 20th century,
Stanford Reid’s name and work will stand
out as highly significant, and hopefully we
will continue to see evangelical Calvinists
in the Academy.
Allan Harman is moderator of the PCV.

The Chief ’s Daughter
Abducted
and 42 Other Stories
R. Cameron-Smith
Southern Presbyterian Church
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

SRaeomeCameron-Smith
people are born story-tellers, and
from the Southern
Presbyterian Church in Tasmania is one of
them. Here is a collection of 43 stories –
some from the Bible, some from church
history – put together to encourage
young ones in the faith. I was particularly
intrigued by the story of John Fletcher in
the 18th century.
One Sunday morning he forgot what
he was going to say, and could not even
recall the text. So he preached from an
earlier sermon on the three men in the
fiery furnace (Dan. 3). A woman with a
very hostile husband was present, and
was greatly encouraged as her violent
spouse had threatened to throw her into
the oven if she went to public worship.
Even more remarkable, when she
returned home, she found that her husband had become a Christian, and from
that time on, he attended worship with
her every Sunday! Yet most remarkable
of all, John Fletcher remained an
Arminian!
This is a fine collection of Christian

stories. Buy them for your children or
grandchildren – but read them yourself
first.
(Available from 48 Abbott St,
Launceston, Tasmania 7250)
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Give Praise to God
Ed. P.G. Ryken, D.W.H. Thomas and
J. Ligon Duncan
Presbyterian and Reformed, 2003
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Sship”,
ub-titled “A vision for reforming worthis book has been published to
address the crisis in many circles today
concerning worship, and also to mark the
life and ministry of James Montgomery
Boice who died in 2000. It has some biographical notes/summary table on Boice,
and we await a fuller biography of this
highly significant Presbyterian preacher/
theologian.
In some ways this book is a kind of
commentary on sections of chapter 21 of
the Westminster Confession of Faith as well
as parts of the Directory of Public Worship.
Lest anyone think this means it simply
restates past presbyterian theological
thinking, this book not only upholds the
best of the past but it freshly and faithfully
states the teaching of the Bible on worship, interacting graciously with other
views.
If we are involved in thinking and
teaching about the nature, practice,
extent, content and timing of Christian
worship we must read and come to terms
with the implications of this book. It sets
a new benchmark in these matters as it is
fully aware of other sincerely held evangelical views on worship.
Give Praise to God is organised in four
sections: The Bible and Worship;
Elements of Biblical Worship; Preparing
for Biblical Worship; and Worship,
History and Culture. The 18 chapters,
written by a team of leading international
presbyterian scholars, are uniformily
strong and insightful and will help ministers, elders, congregational members and
theological students greatly in seeking to
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
not only on the Lord’s Day but in the
whole of life.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of Scots’
Kirk, Fremantle.
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Timeless truth
As C.S. Lewis said, all that is not eternal is eternally out of date.

W

e live in an age that is not
unlike that of Athens in the
first century where there was a
mania for anything that was
new (Acts 17:21). The latest fad is sure to
get a good hearing today, and the label
“modern” almost always automatically
equates with “good” in the public mind.
That which is eternal tends to get
crowded out to the edges of life, and marginalised.
Oddly enough, the Bible is the most
earthy of books – there are even Godgiven sanitation laws for the ancient
Israelites (Deut. 23:13). Nothing is
beyond the scope of interest of the Lord
of heaven and earth. Christ tells us to
pray for our daily bread as well as for the
forgiveness of our sins. The Bible deals
with the day-to-day issues of time and the
crucial issues of eternity; it explains why
we have earthworms and why we have
angels.
Hence we read of the eternal God
(Deut. 33:27; Isa. 26:4; Jer. 10:10; Rom.
16:26; 1 Tim. 1:17), whose word is eternal
(Ps. 119:89, 160). His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and His dominion an everlasting dominion (Dan. 4:3, 34). This
means that there is an eternal salvation
(Heb. 5:9) and an eternal judgment (Heb.
6:2). There is set before us all the punishment of everlasting fire (Mt. 25:46; Jude
7) and the offer of everlasting life (Mt.
25:46; Jude 21).

O

nce we look at life from that perspective, there are some very pressing
issues for us. We walk this narrow isthmus
of life for however long, and then are ushered into eternity. A few moments’
thought, and we should recognise that
there are greater issues in life than the next

Peter
Barnes
episode of Survivor, the latest pop sensation, what is setting the trends in fashion,
or what team is heading up the rugby
league competition.
Small wonder
that the rich
young
ruler
“We will not
asked
Jesus:
sin, not only
“What must I do
by deed, but
to inherit eternal
life?”
(Luke
not even by
18:18). It is not a
desire, when
question that one
we see that
even hears very
face which
often these days.
beats and surOur whole culpasses all
ture
revolves
desires.”
around what is
immediate and
AUGUSTINE
relevant,
not
what is eternal.
According to Jesus, however, our souls
are worth more than the whole world
(Mt. 16:26). The most unimaginable of
disasters, therefore, is to come under
God’s everlasting judgment, while the
most glorious of blessings is to experience
eternal life.
To know the way of salvation is “the
one thing needful” (Luke 10:42). This
could put the fashion and entertainment
industries out of business, but it logically
leads to the conclusion reached by C. S.
Lewis: “All that is not eternal is eternally
out of date.”
The book of Hebrews speaks of a
promised eternal inheritance (Heb. 9:15),
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an eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12), and
the blood of the eternal covenant (Heb.
13:20). In the mind of God, there was an
eternal covenant of grace. Even before
Adam fell into sin, God planned the
redemption of a people by the blood of
His own Son. This redemption is not
simply a second chance at life, but salvation forever from sin, death and judgment.

T

here is a sense in which the gospel of
Christ crucified and risen could only
be proclaimed after AD 30, but there is
another sense in which it can be called
“the eternal gospel” (Rev. 14:6). This is
the only way of salvation that ever was
down through the ages. The Old
Testament saints looked ahead to the fulfilment of the work of the Messiah; we
look back to rest upon what He has
done.
What will it mean to dwell in eternity
as saved people, dwelling with God? The
apostle John says that when Christ
appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is (1 John 3:2). In the marvellous words of Augustine: “Then we
will not sin, not only by deed, but not
even by desire, when we see that face
which beats and surpasses all desires.
Because it is so lovely, my brothers and
sisters, so beautiful, that once you have
seen it, nothing else can give you pleasure.
It will give insatiable satisfaction of which
we can never tire.”
God is the God both of time and of
eternity, and it is when we have rightly settled the issues of eternity that we know
what our time here on earth is all about.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.

