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editorial

D

r Stuart Barton Babbage, a former Dean of St
Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney, and a past Principal of
Ridley College, Melbourne, wrote some years ago
about the eclipse of the Lord’s Day among
Christians in Australia: “The forces of secularism are steadily
whittling away the institution of the Sabbath. The result can
only be the impoverishment of our corporate life and the
weakening of true religion. And the disturbing thing is that
Christians are so apathetic that they condone what they
should oppose, and facilitate what they should resist.”
If Dr Babbage was alarmed about this several decades ago,
then it would seem that there is even more cause for concern
today. Of course, not all Christians agree. Some are opposed
to the idea of a Christian Sabbath on the grounds that Christ
has brought the promised rest that was foreshadowed in all
the Jewish Sabbath laws. Other Christians believe that the
apostle Paul has given the church absolute freedom to decide
when and where it shall conduct its meetings for corporate
worship.
The issue of the Lord’s Day raises some of the most pressing questions facing the church. First, it confronts us with the
problem of interpretation. How can Christians, who believe
the Bible is God’s Word, hold such widely divergent views on
what seems to be a crucial issue? Are there certain rules of
interpretation to observe if we are going to rightly understand
the relationship of the Old to the New Testament? And, second, how are we meant to understand the relationship
between law and grace? Is it fair to regard those who observe
the Lord’s Day as legalists, and those who don’t as antinomians? The notion of a Christian Sabbath is not an easy one to
resolve, although that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try.
In fact, there is an obligation on us to do so. The church
today is faced with 2000 years of united testimony to the
importance of the Lord’s Day. The early church fathers
warmly supported the notion of a Christian Sabbath (as
opposed to a Jewish one) and anchored it in the resurrection.
So, for the most part, did the Reformers. We need to revisit
the issue with fresh eyes to see if we are perhaps missing
something.
Peter Hastie ap
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Promises, promises
From creation to eternity, the Sabbath highlights the blessings of God – now and future.

D

r Richard Gaffin Jnr is Professor
of Biblical and Systematic
Theology
at
Westminster
Theological
Seminary,
Philadelphia. Dr Gaffin holds a ThD
from Westminster. He has pursued graduate studies in Gottingen, Germany, and in
the United States. He also serves as a minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church. Dr Gaffin is the author of a number of significant books – The Centrality
of the Resurrection; Perspectives on
Pentecost; and Calvin and the Sabbath –
and contributor to several other books.
One of his most recent contributions has
been “Westminster and the Sabbath”, in
The Westminster Confession into the 21st
Century (edited J. Ligon Duncan).

You have spent a lot of time as a
Christian scholar studying the issue
of the Sabbath. Why is it so important?
Actually, my interest in the Sabbath
question really pre-dates any of my scholarly interest in the subject. I was raised in
a Presbyterian home and so it was part of

Richard B. Gaffin Jr
talks to

Peter Hastie
my upbringing. I remember as a young
boy that my parents believed that Sabbath
observance was an important issue. We
used to have lots of discussions about
what it meant to keep the Sabbath.

Was that because your father was a
minister or an elder?
Actually, my dad was a missionary of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
However, on the Sabbath question my
mum was the most formative influence. I
was born in China, in Beijing. I don’t have
any lasting memories of my time there
because I was only four when I came to
the USA. My dad became a church planter
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It was while I
was growing up in Milwaukee that these
issues began to register in my life. It was
during my teens, perhaps even shortly
before, that I realised that there were lots
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of different views on the Sabbath among
Christians in the USA, especially between
believers who held reformed as opposed
to unreformed views. Incidentally, the
same is true on the Continent. I remember one Dutch theologian who wrote that
during an average week in Holland there
was a serious quarrel in approximately
10,000 homes about what kind of activities are permissible on the Sabbath. That’s
a lot of argument about a theological
issue!
My scholarly interest in the subject of
the Sabbath began at Westminster
Seminary when I did a Master of
Theology under the late Professor John
Murray, who was my teacher in systematic
theology. I can’t recall exactly how it happened, but he pointed me to the topic of
Calvin and the Sabbath. And so I wrote a
long thesis in the 1960s on the Sabbath in
Calvin’s writings.

Have you continued your interest in
the Sabbath?
Yes, I have. Several years ago Christian
Focus Publications asked whether I would

publish my revised MTh thesis on Calvin
and the Sabbath. It took me several
months and it was an interesting experience. After 30 years or so I completely
rewrote it. I hope it’s clearer and more
intelligible now than it was then.
However, the issue has continued to
re-surface for me. We had a discipline case
that came up in the late 1960s and early
’70s in the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church which had to do with a ruling
elder wishing to maintain on biblical
grounds that he was as free to run his
business on the Lord’s Day as on any
other day. The man appealed to the
General Assembly and I was appointed to
sit on a study committee to look at the
issue. Naturally, I had to spend a considerable amount of time looking into the
Sabbath question.
Around the same time an organisation
called the Reformed Ecumenical Synod
(now the Reformed Ecumenical
Council), set up a study committee to
look at the Sabbath/Lord’s Day question
because there were some differences of
approach between Dutch Continental
Calvinism
and
British-American
Presbyterianism on the issue. The study
committee was comprised of a number of
international scholars who looked indepth at this matter. So from a scholarly
angle that’s how I have become involved
and continued to be involved in these
issues. But I am essentially interested in
the subject as an ordinary believer who
wants to better understand the question,
“what is the meaning of the fourth commandment for my life today?”

In 1862 Abraham Lincoln said that
the Sabbath Day was an essential
social institution that gave hope to
people. Today, many evangelicals
would disagree. Was Lincoln an outof-touch moralist?
Lincoln’s statement reminds me of a
similar sentiment expressed by Ashbell
Green, a Presbyterian pastor, probably
around the 1840s. He said “no Sabbath,
no gospel”, which probably focuses on
what Lincoln was getting at. I’m not sure
how much to say here. The issue, particularly among evangelicals who have a common commitment to the authority of
Scripture, is: Is there, as the Westminster
Confession states it, a case to be made
that the Lord’s Day is the Christian
Sabbath? Or, to put it another way, Does
the fourth commandment continue to
have application under the New
Covenant?
Of course, there are a large number of

evangelicals, especially those who take a
dispensational view, who see no connection between the Lord’s Day and the
Sabbath. One well-regarded scholar,
Donald Carson, from Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, has edited a symposium
of scholars who have argued that the
Lord’s Day is not really mandated by the
fourth commandment. Essentially, they
claimed that the fourth commandment
does not regulate the observance of the
Lord’s Day and that how Christians keep
the day is basically a matter of individual
choice.
So we have to settle that issue: Does
the fourth commandment continue in
force under the New Covenant? If we
believe that it
does, as the
We s t m i n s t e r
Ashbell Green,
Standards do,
a Presbyterian
then the quespastor around
tion is not
the 1840s,
whether or not
said:
there
is
“No Sabbath,
Christian
Sabbath,
but
no gospel.”
instead: How
shall we observe
the Christian Sabbath or Lord’s Day?
These are the issues before us and we have
to face them honestly. The best light that
I can put on evangelicals who disagree
with the notion of a Christian Sabbath is
that they sincerely believe that the Bible
doesn’t make the connection between the
Sabbath and the Lord’s Day, and they hold
a certain view of the status of the Ten
Commandments in the Christian era.
However, I believe there are good theological grounds to question those convictions.

Harvey Cox, the Harvard liberal, has
said that “thousands of Westerners
are turning to Eastern meditation
because it provides a modern equivalent of what the Sabbath once did but
does no more”. Do you agree? Is
understanding and following the
purpose of the Sabbath a true path to
recovering authentic spirituality?
I think Cox has made a very astute
observation. I wasn’t aware of it, but it’s
certainly an interesting and sound perception. I think Cox has hit on an important
point to the extent that he realises that the
Sabbath provided for rest which was not
meant to be idle inactivity. Instead, he
recognises that it provided for the opportunity to break from the normal pattern
of living so that one could be involved in
worship and meditation. I agree with him

to that extent.
However, I don’t think it necessarily
follows that the collapse of Sabbath observance today inevitably leads people into
Eastern meditation. Actually, the Sabbath
involved far more than mere meditation.
But I would certainly want to agree with
the last part of the question by saying that
a true understanding of the purpose of the
Sabbath is essential if we are going to
recover authentic spirituality. If I was to
put that in more standard theological
terms I would say that the Sabbath is
given to facilitate our sanctification.

Scholars differ about when the first
Sabbath took place; some say creation, others say Mt Sinai. What do
you think?
Let me say a couple of things here by
way of introduction. In Exodus 16, in
connection with the giving of the manna
and before the giving of the law on Sinai,
there is a reference to the Sabbath. Moses
reminds the people that they are to
observe it (Exodus 16:23, 25, 26, 28, 29). I
find this very interesting. It certainly creates a bit of a problem for those who want
to suggest that the Sabbath only came into
being when God gave the Ten
Commandments. Clearly, it was known
before then. True, it is only in the book of
Exodus that we find the first explicit mention of a Sabbath commandment, but it
was given prior to the giving of the Law
on Mt Sinai. Further, from the way Moses
speaks in Exodus 16, he seems to imply
that the Israelites understood quite well
the idea of the Sabbath. That’s the first
thing. The Sabbath command pre-dates
Mt Sinai.
The other point I would make is that
both Moses and the writer to the
Hebrews link the Sabbath concept to
God’s rest at the end of creation. Moses
specifically appeals to the rest of God at
creation in Genesis 2:2-3 as the ground
for the fourth commandment. Regardless
of when we think that day was first
observed, we can’t escape the fact that one
of the main reasons why we are required
to observe the Sabbath in the law is
because of its direct connection with
God’s creation rest.
From my point of view, I don’t think
the issue of when the Sabbath was first
observed is as important as the other biblical grounds for its observance. The issue
is not so much “When was the first
Sabbath observed in Scripture?”, or to put
it another way, “Did Abraham and the
other patriarchs keep the Sabbath?” I’m
not saying this question is irrelevant, but I
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don’t think that the issue of when the
weekly Sabbath actually began to be
observed is decisive as to whether or not
Sabbath observance continues today.

But aren’t you suggesting that it’s
related to the rest of God in creation,
regardless of the precise moment at
which it began?
I certainly am!

Well, is there any convincing argument that demonstrates that the
Sabbath was instituted at the beginning?
There sure is. This really opens up a
very wide question. As you can see I’m no
sound-byte theologian. How can I briefly
say this?
Let me begin by reminding my fellow
Presbyterians that the Westminster
Confession, while true in all that it says,
does not deal comprehensively with the
notion of the Sabbath. The Westminster
Standards approach the whole question of
the Sabbath along the line that God gives
us one day in particular on which we can
worship Him. Presumably this is so
because if God didn’t say: “Time out!”,
and then carve out this day for Himself,
we wouldn’t be inclined to worship Him.
It is within this context that the
Westminster Confession addresses the
issue of the Sabbath in chapter 21.
This chapter, as you know, has to do
with the provisions of worship, particularly public corporate worship. My point
here is not that the Confession is wrong
in what is says, but I think that the Bible
has got a lot more to say on the biblical
theology of the Sabbath than comes
across in the Confession. The teaching on
the Sabbath in the Confession, because it
is exclusively focused on the issue of worship, can give the impression that it is
more or less a pragmatic device or
arrangement to facilitate public worship.
Actually, although it doesn’t seem to
inform the Confession at this point, the
more prominent element of teaching
about the Sabbath in the Bible is that the
weekly Sabbath serves as a sign of our
eschatological (future) rest. That is, it
points, as the writer to the Hebrews
makes very clear, to a future destiny that
awaits God’s people at Christ’s return.
The writer to the Hebrews in chapter 4
likens the church at present to Israel during its time in the wilderness. He says that
we are like Israel walking in the desert and
looking forward to entering the promised
land of Canaan. And so, prior to Christ’s
return, the church is basically a pilgrim
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people who is looking for its final rest.
The writer calls that “rest” in Hebrews 4:9
a “Sabbath-rest”. Interestingly, earlier in
the chapter, in Hebrews 4:3f, he has cited
Genesis 2:2-3. So he links the eschatological (future) rest for the church to the
resting activity of God in creation.
The conclusion that I draw from this is
that the soundest way to understand what
the writer is saying is to realise that God,
in Christ, has designed the world in such
a way that from the very beginning He
had a glorious destiny in mind for the creation. That future destiny rested on
Adam’s obedience, but tragically he forfeited it through unbelief and sin.

In some sense
Adam would
have rested
each seventh
day, at least
before the
Fall.

The Sabbath stands as a weekly
reminder of the final, glorious rest which
we will receive at Christ’s coming. It not
only points back to the original creation
“rest”, but it looks forward to that ultimate “rest” for which believers long
through Christ. Of course, that rest has
been secured in principle in Christ’s death
and resurrection, but some of it still
remains in the future. The place of a continuing weekly Sabbath under the New
Covenant is that it reminds us of the rest
which Christ has won for His people, part
of which we can enjoy now and much of
which still lies in the future.

Some people say that since there is no
explicit command to keep the
Sabbath in Genesis 2:2-3, it cannot be
regarded as a creation ordinance that
should be observed by people everywhere. In their view, it’s just a temporary institution that Moses introduced for Israel. How do you respond
to that?
I would say several things. First, I think
the specific wording of the fourth commandment, which grounds the Sabbath
commandment in God’s rest at creation,
has relevance quite apart from sin and
redemption. It serves as a reminder that
life in this world is meant to be patterned
after the divine example. Moses says that
the reason for the cycle of work and rest
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is that God Himself initiated this
sequence. God set a pattern for His
image-bearer, Adam. He was meant to be
like his Heavenly Father. In some sense
Adam would have rested each seventh day,
at least before the Fall. I think the important thing to note in the fourth commandment is that the Sabbath of God’s
rest is the reason given for the Sabbath of
man’s rest, which is the recurring seventh
day of the week. Having said that, I don’t
want to suggest that the fourth commandment given at Sinai is saying more
than it does.
Further, I don’t think that the silence
of Genesis about a Sabbath commandment proves anything about whether the
Sabbath command was observed or not by
the earliest humans. The fact that Sabbath
observance is not mentioned among the
patriarchs is no more difficult to explain
than their failure to take only one wife
under the ordinance of marriage (Genesis
2:24). I think it’s always dangerous to base
our arguments on silence, especially when
we have good reasons in God’s law to
think that Sabbath observance was always
God’s intention.
However, what weighs more heavily
with me is the way in which the writer of
Hebrews in Hebrews 4 appeals to Genesis
2:2-3. One of the essential points of his
argument is that the “rest” which was in
view from the beginning has not yet
arrived in its fullness. And I think we can
take this a step further by noting that as
the Sabbath sign pointed to the rest from
the beginning, therefore the sign was in
force from the beginning. That would be
the gist of how I would want to argue for
Sabbath observance from the time of creation onwards.

Tell us about Calvin and the reformers’ attitude to the Sabbath.
The most significant thing to point out
about Calvin is that, as one of the earlier
reformers, this wasn’t a dominant issue
for him. The other thing to note is that we
actually find two strands of teaching
about the Sabbath within his writings.
The Calvin of The Institutes is a Calvin
who is, at best, unclear on the obligation
to observe a weekly Sabbath. He makes
the point in his exposition of the fourth
commandment in The Institutes that keeping the Sabbath basically means “don’t sin;
separate yourselves from all evil”. The
“rest” which we enjoy is a ceasing from sin
all the days of our lives. That is the mature
Calvin; this is from the 1559 edition of
The Institutes.
At the same time, you get traces of the

view that the Sabbath is a creation ordinance, even in The Institutes. When you
look at his commentaries, and particularly
his Genesis commentary, which is also late,
he seems to develop the idea of the
Sabbath more in terms of the view that
comes in the Westminster Standards that
the Sabbath is grounded in creation. The
problem is that Calvin is not entirely clear.
It’s only later, as the thinking of the
Reformed community continued to
mature, that we begin to encounter the
kind of confessional theology that is
found in the Westminster standards. You
see this kind of confessional development
taking place when you compare various
Reformed catechisms. For instance, the
Heidelberg Catechism, which is earlier
than the Westminster standards, is not as
incisive on issues of the Sabbath as the
Westminster Confession and catechisms.

If we accept that the Sabbath is actually grounded in the creation and
marks the beginning of human history, what meaning should the institution have for us?
I think it should remind us, as Paul says
in 1 Corinthians 15:58 that “our labours
are not in vain in the Lord”. Of course,
Paul said this in view of the hope of resurrection. And the bodily resurrection will
be one of the accompaniments of Christ’s
return, when we shall enter fully into the
Sabbath rest of God, as the writer to the
Hebrews puts it. So the weekly Sabbath
for me is that constant reminder – I’m not
dependent on my own efforts, God has a
wonderful future in store for me and I
don’t have to secure myself by working
feverishly every day for the rest of my life,
never taking a break. By taking that
weekly break, I look to God for my salvation and the provision of all my needs. I
also realise that my six days of labour are
not in vain; instead, they have purpose and
meaning.

In the time of Moses what was the
function of the Sabbath? Was it a burden or blessing?
The reasons given for the Sabbath in
the two versions of the Ten
Commandments
(Exodus
20;
Deuteronomy 5) are not identical; but
they are parallel. In Exodus 20 we are told
that Israel’s Sabbath observance points to
the “rest” of God which He enjoyed after
His labour. In Deuteronomy 5 the reason
given for Sabbath observance is to remind
believers of how the Lord delivered them
from misery and bondage. I don’t think
we should see these reasons as being

opposed to one another because redemption from a biblical perspective is always
the means to achieving what was intended
in creation. Redemption restores and perfects creation. So the purpose of the
Sabbath is to remind us of the blessing of
God’s “rest” which we fully receive when
God redeems our bodies and souls forever
through Christ.
Now, about the question of whether
the Sabbath was a burden or a blessing to
Israel. The Old Testament doesn’t go into
a lot of detail about how the Sabbath was
actually kept, but we do know from
Leviticus 23:3 that the Sabbath was a time
of sacred assembly. Generally, when we
look at the later, post-biblical Jewish
materials, they reveal that the Sabbath was
a festival day. It was a happy occasion. In
Isaiah 58, for instance, we learn that Israel
misunderstood the Sabbath when they
saw it as burdensome. They forgot its real
spiritual purpose and were blind to the
blessing that it
held out for
them.
When
Israel misunpeople abuse the
derstood the
Sabbath by doing
Sabbath when
normal business
they saw it as
and
minding
burdensome.
their own affairs
they lose their
They forgot its
perspective on
real spiritual
life and forfeit a
purpose.
vital opportunity
for fellowship
with God and His people. The picture we
get from the Bible is that the Sabbath is
meant to be a blessing to us, not a burden.

In Mark 7:19 we read that Jesus abolished the Jewish foods laws and in
John 4:31 He seems to abolish much
of Israel’s ritual worship. What
impact did Jesus’ coming have on the
Sabbath day? Did He abolish it?
That’s a large and complex question.
The short answer is: I do not put the
fourth commandment on the Sabbath in
with other laws like circumcision and the
food laws. Obviously they are all part of
the one system of law-keeping that the
Jews were involved in. Jesus’ statement at
the end of Mark 2, “the Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath”, highlights some of the things that I have
already mentioned – that the day is not to
be a burden but a delight.
Obviously the purpose of Jesus’ coming was to bring the rest that was foreshadowed in the Sabbath ordinances.
You’ll remember that He said: “Come to
Me, all you who are weary and burdened,

and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28).
Through His own person and work He
won the enjoyment of God’s “rest” which
Adam had forfeited by his disobedience.
So Christ’s gift to His people is that
blessedness which the Sabbath commandment pointed to – the “rest of God”.
Now, in one sense, Christ has fulfilled
the Sabbath ordinances of the Old
Testament. He is the One who brings true
“rest”. So I guess you could say that He
abolishes the Old Testament form of the
Sabbath. The way I look at this issue is
that I begin with the Sabbath as a creation
ordinance, that is, a Sabbath before the
fall. It pointed to the destiny that awaited
humankind through faithful obedience to
God. The Sabbath existed before the reign
of sin as a sign of a blessedness that
humankind could enjoy in fellowship
with God. Then at Mt Sinai, after the fall,
we see the Sabbath enshrined in the law
and institutions of Israel. These Sabbath
regulations constitute a legal framework
that is built upon the basic creation ordinance. This framework consists of
Sabbath weeks, Sabbath months and the
Jubilee year. It is this whole package,
which was instituted by Moses, that has
been superseded by the work of Christ.
Christ abolishes the Sabbath year and the
year of Jubilee. The promised “rest” of
God can now be experienced, at least in
part, by faith in Christ. However,
although we have a foretaste of God’s rest
in Christ, we still await the full enjoyment
of it when He returns. And since we are
living in anticipation of entering fully into
that rest, the Sabbath ordinance in the
form of the Lord’s Day serves as a
reminder of the blessedness that awaits us.

Where does the idea of the Lord’s Day
come from?
Well, it suddenly pops up in the New
Testament as a special day after Jesus’ resurrection. We read about it in Acts 20:7
where it is referred to as the “first day of
the week”, which was the day Christians
assembled for corporate worship. We find
it again mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16:2
as the “first day of the week”. However,
the only explicit mention of the Lord’s
Day is found in Revelation 1:10 where the
apostle John says that he was caught up
“in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day”. The
adjective translated “Lord’s” is obviously
connected to the first day of the week,
presumably because the day on which
Christ was raised was in some way set
apart by and for the Lord. I suppose this is
not surprising because the resurrection of
Jesus serves notice that our salvation has
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been won and that the last instalment of
God’s rest will appear at Christ’s return.
I think it’s also worth mentioning
some other connections between the
Lord’s Day and the resurrection. For
instance, this was the day after His death
on which most of the recorded appearances of Jesus with His disciples took
place (the women at the tomb; the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus; the
Twelve – including Thomas). These factors probably explain why the Christian
Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the first day. There is not clear
exegetical support for this, of course. But
it certainly makes good sense, especially
when you understand that the significance of the resurrection was that it
marked the down-payment of the eschatological rest which was in view in the
Sabbath institution from the very beginning.

Paul seems to give the impression in
Romans 14:5 and Colossians 2:16 that
Christians who insist on the Sabbath
commandment are going beyond
Scripture. He says, “do not let anybody judge you with regard to a
Sabbath day”. Is the issue of Sabbath
observance a personal preference?
First, let me say at the outset that we
don’t know everything that Paul was dealing with in these letters. In a Pauline letter, obviously you need to take the context into consideration. Paul seems to be
addressing a kind of error which was not
unlike the problem in Galatia where
Christians thought that their righteousness turned on their obedience to the
Mosaic law, which meant they had to keep
Old Testament ceremonies. I think that
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what Paul is talking about here is a Jewish
Sabbath as observed under the Mosaic law,
that is, the Sabbath system instituted at
Sinai and its typological function in Israel
(day, week, year and Jubilee year). I certainly think this form of Sabbath-keeping
ceased with the finished work of Christ.
So the Mosaic package of Sabbath-keeping is done away with.
However, I believe that although the
Mosaic form of Sabbath-keeping through
the various ceremonies has fulfilled its
function of foreshadowing Christ’s work,
this does not
affect the continuation of the
weekly Sabbath
Instead of in view of its
asking “what prior and deeper
can I get away creation origin.
with?”, ask And, as I have
“how can I m e n t i o n e d
make best use before, the writer
of this day?” to the Hebrews
sees the weekly
Sabbath
(as
grounded in creation) as a pointer
to eschatological rest. And because the
“rest” in view is future, the weekly
Christian Sabbath continues in force
under the New Covenant until the consummation.

Can you give some helpful guidelines
for growing in our enjoyment of God
and serving Him better on the Lord’s
Day?
This is the rubber hits the road question. In addition to the things that I’ve
already said, I think it’s important to
approach the issue from the perspective of
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the positive significance of the Christian
Sabbath and why it’s an occasion for joy.
It is helpful to look beyond what our
Confession says about how the Sabbath is
to be kept – because I think it is more than
just a matter of public and private exercises of worship. Naturally, that is going
to be a core element of proper Sabbath
observance, but it is certainly more than
that. Above all, I think we need to stress
the fact that the Sabbath should fill us
with hope by pointing us away from the
strife and disappointments of earth to the
glories that await us in heaven. If we forget the purpose of the Sabbath, it is easy
to be caught up in confining rules that will
only serve to frustrate us. One thing we
mustn’t do is ask the question: what can I
legitimately get away with on the
Sabbath?

Like, should I be at the football on
Sunday, or should I be at the racetrack watching Formula One?
Exactly! Particularly American football. In the USA today the stadium has
become the sanctuary on the Lord’s Day.
I’m inclined to take more of an indirect
approach. Instead of asking “what may I
more or less grudgingly get away with?”, I
ask “how can I make the best use of this
day positively?” Here we have to be willing to be flexible. I don’t mandate rules
for you – you don’t mandate for me. But
if someone comes to me and says: “I’ve
got a car agency; I’ve got to work at the
business seven days a week selling cars”,
I’d say: “Then you’ve got a problem that
needs to be addressed”.
Geerhadus Vos in his Biblical Theology
has been very helpful to me. He warns
about the tendency of simply turning the
Sabbath into a day of religious propaganda – I forget exactly how he puts it; I
guess this is more my translation of what
I hear him saying. I think what he means
is that we tend to judge successful
Sabbath-keeping by how many religious
meetings we attend on the day before we
collapse exhausted into bed at the end of
it. Some people mistakenly think that the
more meetings they can jam into their
Sabbath the better. Vos’s point is that this
is the day that the Lord gives me to let go,
take stock of who I am before Him,
where my life is headed, and to do that in
a reflective and restful way. And I think
that’s a helpful emphasis. The problem
today, it seems, is that a lot of Christians
try and find rest, refreshment and joy
apart from God on Sunday. Their basic
enjoyment comes from American football, baseball, Aussie rules, Rugby League,
ap
beer and hotdogs.
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Identity crisis
The Bible mandates the Lord’s Day, a blessing to believers.

I

n churches today the concept and
role of the Lord’s Day is suffering an
identity crisis, under attack inside and
outside the church. Secular society,
and the market pressures that drive it, do
not discriminate between days, and the
forces of secularism are encroaching more
and more upon the Lord’s Day. Coupled
with this is the growing conviction within
the church that Sunday is no different
from any other day. Some even argue
there is no adequate theological rationale
for observing the Lord’s Day as an opportunity for corporate worship.
Questions are frequently raised such
as, “Why do we meet on Sunday?” “Is one
particular day more significant than
another, and if so, what is it?” “What (if
any) is the relationship between the
Lord’s Day and the Jewish Sabbath?” The
best way of answering these questions is
to explore the origins and significance of
the Lord’s Day.
To put it simply, the Lord’s Day is the
name given to the practice of dedicating
Sunday (the first day of the week) for
resting and gathering for the corporate
worship of God. This practice was one
that developed very early in the life of the
church and is acknowledged in the
Scriptures. For example, Luke records a
gathering of Paul and the believing community at Troas with these words, “on the
first day of the week we came together to
break bread. Paul spoke to the people...”
(Acts 20:7). In his letter to the
Corinthians, Paul instructs them to set
aside a collection for the Jerusalem
church, “on the first day of every week” (1
Cor. 16:2). Finally, in Revelation, the
apostle John reports, “on the Lord’s Day
I was in the Spirit...” (Rev. 1:10).

T

hese passages indicate that Sunday
was the day when Christians gathered
for worship, which involved the breaking
of bread, preaching and providing for the
needy. Furthermore, the apostle John’s
reference provides a strong case that this
day was given the title “the Lord’s Day” at
a very early stage in the church’s history.
The fact that the believing community
assembled once a week to worship
demonstrates that the Lord’s Day is not a
novel Christian invention, but has its

Peter
Williamson
roots in the Jewish Sabbath. Under the
Old Covenant, God’s people were commanded to “remember the Sabbath day”.
They did this by “keeping it holy” (Ex.
20:8). The Israelites were to set apart the
seventh day and rest on it because this was
the day on which God Himself rested
from creating (Gen. 2:2-3). However, the
seventh day was
not
designed
purely for physiWorship of
cal recuperation,
God by
but also for worChristians on
ship (see for
example passages
the Lord’s Day
such as Ex. 20:8,
expresses and
Lev. 23:3, 1
celebrates the
Chron.
9:32,
fulfillment
Num. 28:9-10
of temple
and Ezek. 46:4ff).
worship.
So the main purpose of the
Sabbath was for
God’s people to cease work not just for
physical recuperation but, just as importantly, as a special day for worship.
The origins of the Lord’s Day in the
Jewish Sabbath seem clear enough, but
how closely should this link be understood? The answer is important, because
it will show us how significant the Lord’s
Day should be for Christians.
The “promise-fulfilment” theme
between the Old and New Testaments is a
helpful way of understanding the continuity and discontinuity between the two
Testaments. For example, the link
between circumcision and baptism is provided by verses such as Colossians 2:1113, and Titus 3:5-6. These passages teach
that Old Testament circumcision, which
anticipates a circumcision of the heart, is
fulfilled by Christ who washes away our
sins and gives us His Spirit. The benefits
of the New Covenant, where a believer’s
heart circumcision is secured, are symbolised by the new rite of water baptism. So
the old rite is discarded.
Within this framework of continu-

ity/discontinuity between the Old and
New Covenants, I want to look at the
Lord’s Day and see how it relates to the
Sabbath.
First, the use of the term “Lord’s Day”
shows that the early Christians saw this
day as unique and significant. The name
encapsulates the Jewish understanding of
their day which was, “a Sabbath to the
Lord your God” (Ex. 20:10). Both days
focused God’s people on His mighty
lordship and rule.
As mentioned previously, the Lord’s
Day was celebrated once a week rather
than fortnightly or monthly. This recognised the Sabbath’s one-day-in-seven
principle.
A further parallel is that both days celebrate redemption. The Sabbath looks
back to Israel’s great exodus from Egypt
(Ex. 5:15). The Lord’s Day, in a similar
way, looks back to the cross and the
redemption won for believers by Christ.
The concept of rest is also a major
theme in both days. In the Old
Testament, Israelites rested in order to
remember and worship their mighty saving God. In the New Testament Jesus,
who is the object of worship on the
Lord’s Day, declared to all His followers,
“Come to me all you who are heavy laden
and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28).
There is also a clear link in both the
Sabbath and Lord’s Days’ focus on worship. As the Israelites rested to worship,
so Christians also came together to worship (Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 11-14).

W

ith this understanding of the continuity between the Sabbath and the
Lord’s Day, we are now in a position to
explore the “promise-fulfilment” aspect
between the two days.
The Lord’s Day celebrates the fulfilment of the Old Testament’s memorial
and future anticipation of redemption.
Although Israel was redeemed and saved
from Egypt, the people fell into sin again
and were judged by God and sent into
exile. However, a faithful remnant awaited
a future redemption (Zech. 8:12-13), and
this redemption was secured once and for
all by Christ (Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:14).
Second, the Lord’s Day celebrates the
fulfilment of rest. The resurrection cele-
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brated in the Lord’s Day fulfils the concept of rest embodied in the Sabbath. The
writer to the Hebrews makes the point
that Old Covenant rest ultimately points
to the full and final eschatological rest
won by Christ, and not rest in the land
(Heb. 4:8ff).
Third, the worship of God by
Christians on the Lord’s Day expresses
and celebrates the fulfillment of temple
worship which looked forward to complete access to Yahweh. Previously, God’s
people gathered at the Temple to gain
access to God through worship and sacrifice by means of an elaborate priestly system. Now Christ, who entered the heavenly tabernacle of which the earthly was a
type, has provided a once-for-all-sacrifice
for sins (Heb. 9:11-14), allowing us to
“enter the Most Holy Place” (Heb.
10:19). Moreover, through the Spirit’s
indwelling of believers, it is they who are
now the temple (1 Pet. 2:5, 1 Cor. 3:16).
So, the New Covenant believer has direct
access to God through the mediation of
Christ (1 Tim. 2:5).
Because of this, New Testament worship on the Lord’s Day takes on a whole
new dynamic. Christians now have free
and full access to God through Christ;
and when we gather, we celebrate and
affirm this new reality. There is now no
longer a demand for sacrifice; instead,
what we are required to do is offer a sacrifice of praise to God and works of service
to others (Heb. 13:15-16).

T

hus we can see the appropriateness of
the change in day from Saturday to
Sunday. In this sense, the transformation
of Sabbath to Lord’s Day is not unlike cir-
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cumcision to baptism. Similarly a change
of days from Saturday to Sunday communicates the New Covenant fulfilment of
the Old Covenant promises of rest and
worship.
How exactly? Well, Sunday is the day
Jesus rose from the dead securing our
eternal redemption, that is, rest and
access to God. Therefore, it is completely
appropriate that the day changes to
reflect the “promise-fulfilment” reality.
Jesus has inaugurated a new creation and
achieved a greater redemption, not from
slavery in Egypt,
but from sin.
Jesus’ death and
A designated r e s u r r e c t i o n
day also transforms how
helps to stop we understand
the believing rest, which is
now in Christ,
community and likewise our
from worship, where
fragmenting. we have direct
access to God
through Christ
our mediator.
It appears that a strong case can be
made for the Lord’s Day being understood as a Christian Sabbath. One
main objection, however, is that the
concept of rest seems to be lacking in
the three New Testament passages
which mention the Lord’s Day.
People who note this sometimes
argue that since Jesus has already
brought fulfillment in terms of rest,
there is no need to set aside one particular day.
But it seems odd that Christians would
come together to celebrate the idea of rest
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without expressing it outwardly. It
becomes odder still when we remember
that the consummation rest which is
promised is a promise of new physical
bodies, new heavens and a new earth! A
physical rest would orientate believers,
who have experienced spiritual rest, to the
physical transformation of body and universe on the last day. When we realise this,
it seems odd that the day set aside by
believers for worshipping God would
ignore the future rest that they were anticipating. On the contrary, by protecting
the Lord’s Day from the demands of this
world, believers are reminded (and provided with a foretaste in the here and
now) of the promised final physical rest to
come.

W

ith this in mind, it seems reasonable
to conclude that the early Christians
understood the Lord’s Day as standing in
continuity with the Jewish Sabbath. But
more importantly, they saw it as a celebration of the fulfillment of the promises
anticipated in it. When we realise that the
Lord’s Day is a transformed Old
Covenant Sabbath, and that Sunday is the
day that appropriately reflects New
Covenant worship and rest, spiritual benefits for setting aside this particular day
should not be hard to find.
Some of the benefits that come immediately to mind include corporate worship
that focuses hearts and minds on the salvation secured for us by Jesus’ resurrection. It also gives us more time for
focused personal worship and reflection
for the same reason. Further, a designated
day also helps to stop the believing community from fragmenting, and enables us
to follow the Hebrew writer’s exhortation for us not to give up meeting
together (Heb. 10:25). Physical rest,
through its practice on the Lord’s Day,
also brings to mind the rest won and the
glorious physical consummation of that
rest which is yet to come. By designating
this day, and putting it aside to rest and
meet with the believing community, the
believer also demonstrates trust in God
for his well being rather than the world.
Finally, Jesus showed that the
“Sabbath was made for man not man for
the Sabbath” (Mk 2:23-27). This means
that the rest we practice is not a rest of
inactivity. When Christians observe the
Lord’s Day, this gives us time for fellowship with one another, as well as time for
corporate works of mercy and service.
Peter Williamson is associate Minister
of Glenwood Presbyterian Church,
ap
Sydney.
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A tomb with a view
Ceremonial is out the back window, Resurrection life out the front.

W

hen I open my eyes on Sunday
morning, am I looking at a day
that is different from the rest
of the week? The sun rises, the
coffee brews, just like any other day, but
where do I go from here?
We all know what it is to awaken to a
special day. In our initial moments of consciousness the anticipation returns to tell
us that it is Christmas or a birthday. The
child within us leaps with joy. Everything
is different on these days. They are set
apart. They are unique.
And yet what about Sunday – every
Sunday? Does God regard it as special in
any way? Does He want us to? Should the
fourth commandment, “Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8),
have any relevance for the pattern of our
lives and how we treat the first day of the
week?
Clearly, the Christian church throughout its history has regarded Sunday as the
day for gathering together. Despite the
remonstrances of the Seventh Day
Adventists, the fact remains that from the
resurrection of Christ to March 2005,
Sunday is the day of the church. As
Richard Gaffin has ably demonstrated, a
“Reformed consensus” on the theology of
the “Lord’s Day” or “Christian Sabbath”
emerged in the 17th century. It is beautifully framed in such documents as the
Westminster Confession and Catechisms.
But should it be? Is all this simply an
effort to justify a convention – a tradition
– that ought to be discarded like last year’s
calendar?

A

s long as we are in this world, we are
going to face this issue at least once a
week. The answer will not be found in any
perception of ours when we awaken on a
Sunday morning, but in how Jesus viewed
the day of His resurrection. It is this event
and His perspective that defines the first
day of the week for us. Who cannot smile
widely as we sing, “Low in the grave He
lay, Jesus my Saviour, waiting the coming
day, Jesus my Lord”? With gusto we
rejoice: “Up from the grave He arose!”
What a magnificent occasion! By faith we
visit and celebrate the moment when the
miracle of glorification envelops Jesus’
body. His heart muscles contract. His

Andrew
Clarke
lungs expand. His eyes open. His fingers
curl. He is alive! And He walks out of the
grave and surveys a future – an eternity –
that begins on none other than the first
day of the week. As we will see, the future
we have in Jesus and His purpose for the
first day of each of our weeks are inextricably entwined.
Paul says that
we, as believers,
The only 24have been buried
and raised with
hour period
Christ
(Rom.
that Jesus lay
6:4). We can only
in the tomb
properly underwas the seventh
stand anything
day – the
about our idenOld Testament
tity and function
Sabbath.
as we recognise
our place “in
Him”. In the new
birth, we step out of the tomb with Christ
and enter into the realm of the new creation. We should now see everything from
this vantage point, including Jesus’ pattern for our days.
So, what do we see? To answer this we
need to examine what Jesus left behind in
the tomb, what He brought with Him,
and what He introduced in relation to the
Sabbath day.
Firstly, what did Jesus leave behind in
the tomb?
It is not without significance that the
only 24-hour period that Jesus lay in the
tomb was the seventh day – the Old
Testament Sabbath (Mark 15:42-16:2). In
this and so many other ways Jesus shows
us that He is the fulfilment of all that was
anticipated in the rituals and illustrations of
the Old Testament. For the detailed
account, see the Letter to the Hebrews. All
that figurative expectation now lies buried
because the reality has arrived and salvation
has been achieved. And so on any given
Sunday we can know that Jesus does not
want us going through ceremonial observances that say “We’re waiting for the

Messiah to come.” The interwoven chain
of ceremonial Sabbaths we read about in
Leviticus lies broken and obsolete in Jesus’
grave. Everything that people stopped to
wait for in picture form has come to us in
Him. Whatever we do, we must not march
back into the tomb and thump on the back
wall trying to return to what is now irrelevant and irretrievable. Paul’s attitude to
such ritual – whether in diets, festivals, new
moons, or Sabbaths – is plain. They were “a
shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ” (Col. 2:17).
Secondly, what did Jesus bring with
Him through the tomb?
We should recognise that Jesus, as the
Word who created the universe, is the
Lord of time. This is charted very systematically in Genesis 1:1-2:3. God has a plan
and He works to a calendar. We observe
that He has divided time into what we
could call “general” and “special” categories, and the special day He calls the
Sabbath (Ex. 16:22-30).
Jesus said “The Son of Man is also Lord
of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28). He gave no
indication that He was about to resign
this position or render it redundant. He is
the Master of each aspect and every
moment of our existence (Rom. 12:1-2).
He has the authority to regulate our
diaries, and the designation of “special”
time is His prerogative. In other words,
Jesus’ lordship over time is timeless. It
always remains the same. He brought that
with Him through the tomb. He applies it
differently in this new era: not in ceremonies of anticipation but in feasts of celebration, as we shall see.

O

n this side of the grave Jesus also
retains, of course, His eternal divine
character – a character that is reflected in
His creation and, in certain respects, is
sewn into our human identity as creatures
made in God’s image. The fabric of creation still exists, and creational significance remains tied to the Sabbath day. The
fourth commandment, as recorded in
Exodus 20:8-11, requires us to recall the
example of our Creator: “For in six days
the Lord made the heavens and the earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, and rested
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.”
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God has designed man to follow His
example in a special day of rest. Man
needs it (Mark 2:28). He also needs, for
example, to be faithful to his spouse (seventh commandment), to respect the possessions of others (eighth commandment), and not to tell lies (ninth commandment). The resurrection of Jesus
does not remove these moral responsibilities from His people. Rather, since we
now know of Jesus’ faithfulness to His
Father, of His purchasing us to be His
possession, and of His complete revelation of the truth, we have an even greater
responsibility to honour Him in all these
areas. In the same way, the fact that Jesus
has secured our redemption means that
we can and ought to rest – more definitively and completely, and with greater
knowledge, benefit, and appreciation than
those who lived before. What a wonderful
promise is held in Jesus’ words: “Come to
Me, all you who labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest”! (Mt. 11:28,
emphasis added).

T

hirdly, what has Jesus introduced as
He emerges from the tomb?
Very importantly, we should notice
Jesus’ own pattern. He gloriously and
repeatedly reveals Himself on the first day
of the week, both before His ascension
(Mt 28:1-8; Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-49; Jn
20:1-29) and afterwards (Acts 2; Rev.
1:10). This is why the early church continued to meet on the first day (Acts 20:7;
1 Cor. 16:2). In the same way that Jesus
visited His disciples, we are to expect a
special visitation from Jesus as we gather
with His people to meet with Him. This
is why this occasion is called the “Lord’s
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Day” (Rev. 1:10).
The Sabbath command in Exodus
20:8-11 requires us to recall our Creator’s
example, and in the New Testament we
find that our Re-Creator has given us a
new example to follow. We do not merely
collapse longing for rest amongst life’s
endless cycle of labour. No, we feast and
rejoice that this rest has come! We enter
heaven on earth in worship, in fellowship,
in song, and in
sacrament. We
We do not meet with the
merely collapse Word – not just
as the One who
longing for rest
walked in the garamongst life’s den with Adam
endless cycle and Eve, but as
of labour. the One who
No, we feast walked out of the
and rejoice tomb, and who
that this rest walks with us in
gospel,
has come! the
preached
and
believed.
In Leviticus 23:3 we are told that the
seventh day was an occasion for “holy
convocations” or “sacred assemblies”.
Jesus clearly holds His primarily on the
first day of the week. The relevance and
importance of this transfer of distinctly
Sabbatarian activities from the seventh
day to the first day, entirely on the basis of
Jesus’ example and ministry, was not lost
on the early church. It must not be discounted by us either. There is as much, if
not more, evidence in the New Testament
for this distinctive of Reformed theology
as there is for other defining doctrines,
such as covenant baptism to name just
one. It is not an imposition on the text,

but the necessary conclusion of a consistent reading.
We should also recognise that this first
day celebration of redemption is an
expansion and fulfilment of the second
purpose of the Sabbath command, given
in Deuteronomy 5:12-15: “And remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt, and the Lord your God brought
you out from there by a mighty hand and
by an outstretched arm; therefore the
Lord your God commanded you to keep
the Sabbath day.”
The redemption we have received in
Christ is in fulfilment of the same
covenant of grace displayed in God’s
mighty acts of deliverance. As a covenant
institution it applies not only to the individual but to the community. Therefore, I
cannot say, “I’ll have my Sabbath on this
day and you can have yours on another.”
No, it is a communal occasion that we
share together on the first day of the
week. In Hebrews 4:9 we read: “There
remains therefore a rest for the people of
God.” This is the great shared rest of eternity that we now enter in Christ, that we
celebrate with Him on the Lord’s Day,
and that we look for in all its fullness at
the culmination of the Last Day.
The New Testament shows us how the
new creation is formed in the reverse
order to the old creation. It begins with
rest and celebration, on the first day of the
week, with the victory provided in
Christ’s finished work, continues with the
life and service of the kingdom on the
other six days, and will culminate at the
end of history in the final renewal of the
heavens and the earth (cf. Genesis 1:1 and
2 Peter 3:13).

I

n summary, then, what do we see with
Christ as we leave the tomb? We witness
the fulfilment of everything ceremonial
and ritual in the Old Testament. We recognise Jesus as the Lord of time and of the
Sabbath who has decreed a day of rest for
His people. Ultimately, this is a gospel rest
that is linked to everything we celebrate on
the “Lord’s Day”. We behold Jesus meeting with His people on the first day in
worship, in fellowship, and in blessing. We
observe His people going forth to serve
Him and gathering again each “Lord’s
Day” – this feast day of the Saviour – to
rejoice in the victory that is His and theirs
and that will be revealed completely when
the very “Last Day” comes.
May we all open our eyes this Sunday
to this breathtaking scene. If we are “in
Christ” we do not need to step into it. We
are already there.
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Promising
perfect rest

he Bible studies this month are
slightly different from usual in
that they follow a theme rather
than work through one part of
the Scriptures. The theme is the
Sabbath. The church today is quite
divided on the issue of Sabbath observance. The division is often the result
of looking at only the New Testament
without taking into account the background of the Old, or looking at the
Old Testament without taking into
account what Jesus taught, and what
He achieved on the cross.
I have tried to look at the whole picture.
Could I encourage you to work through
the whole 20 studies (especially if you
find your blood pressure rising at some
of my comments) before you come to a
final judgment as to whether we are
on the same wavelength.

20 daily Bible studies
concerning the Sabbath

Often the daily passage is dealing
with much wider issues than just the
Sabbath, and there are many more
(and quite different) “particulars” that
could be drawn from it. But for space
reasons I have just tried to concentrate
on our theme for the month. In other
words, my comments are not necessarily how the passage would be exegeted
independently of this theme, but I
believe they do help us to arrive at a
clearer picture of the Bible’s overall
teaching on this important subject.
Bruce Christian

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

Rest Incorporated.
GENESIS 1:26-2:3

God made us in His own image and likeness. We
are not surprised therefore to find many instances in Scripture
where He models what we are to be like. Like Him, we are to be
holy (Leviticus 11:44f, 1 Peter 1:16); like Him, we are to love (1
John 4:7f); like Him, we are meant for relationship (Genesis 2:18,
John 17:22f); and so on. He rested on the seventh day as a model
for us, and so set it apart (“made it holy”) as a special day of blessing for us in our relationship with Him. To ignore this gracious
provision is to value our relationship with the world at His expense.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• We (both men and women, boys and girls) were created in the
image of God and given authority to rule over the creation (26-28).
• From the very beginning God provided for our survival through
procreation and the supply of food and nourishment (28-30).
• While sharing many bodily functions with the animal kingdom
(30) we are essentially different, being made in God’s image.
• God makes it clear that the idea of “Sabbath rest” was to be an
essential component of His “very good” created order (31, 1-3).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What importance did God give to the idea of “Sabbath rest” in
His account of Creation? What importance do you give to it?

Rest as a test.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

EXODUS 16:1-7, 13-14, 21-30

The Israelites had to spend 40 years in the wilderness because they failed to trust God to “give” them the Promised
Land (see Numbers 14). It was vital to their relationship with God
that they learn to trust Him implicitly in everything. Part of this
learning process was the provision of food for the 40 years. The
manna was about relationship/dependence – and built into its functioning in this way was the idea of “Sabbath rest”.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God is a gracious provider of the needs of His people, and is not
limited to “normal” catering arrangements. The “miracle” of the
manna served to impress on them just who their God was (4-7).
The Jews of Jesus’ day failed to grasp this point in their dispute with
Him over the feeding of the 5,000 (see John 6:30-33)!
• The manna was not only a gracious provision, it was a test of obedience to God’s revealed will (4-5). It was not up to them to decide
if the Sabbath rule was good, reasonable or convenient.
• The Israelites were constantly reminded of the special relationship
God had with them as His people; their Sabbath was an important
indicator of this truth (cf Exodus 31:13, Ezekiel 20:12).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Who/what decides for you the best way to spend Sunday?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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THE PASSAGE
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Rest in context.
EXODUS 20:1-17
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DAY 6

Rest denied, rest applied.

THE PASSAGE

LEVITICUS 26:27-35

THE POINT

The Decalogue was intended as a concise summary
of how God requires His people to live in relation to Him and their
world. It forms a specific unit or set that is incomplete unless all 10
are present (cf Deut. 10:4). Although in the NT the 4th
Commandment might not seem to receive the same endorsement as
the other nine, Jesus (as we will see later) speaks not against it, but
only against the abuse of it, in much the same way as OT prophets
do (cf Isaiah 1:13, Hosea 2:11, Micah 6:6-8). And Jesus’ endorsement of the 4th Commandment is implied in Matthew 5:17-20. All
10 Commandments, correctly understood and applied in the light
of Jesus’ finished work, are still relevant to us today.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• The Ten Commandments have a specific function in the Mosaic
Law. They are to do with living in the world as God’s special people. They make no reference to the sacrificial system, with all its
detailed ceremony, that was fulfilled in Christ’s death.
• The 4th Commandment (8-11) is tied to Creation itself (11); it is
of the essence of things. God’s day of rest at the completion of
Creation was deliberate, to set an example for us all to follow.

• Our God is holy and just. He takes sin seriously and cannot let it
go unpunished. Jesus’ substitutionary death does not express God’s
love at the expense of His holiness; it highlights His love because of
His holiness.
• God is passionate about sabbath rest, even rest for the land; if the
people would not grant it He would wrench it from them.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you struggle with the picture of God’s character presented in
this passage? Have you really understood why Jesus died?

• What things have led to neglect of the 4th Commandment today?

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

Rest matters.
EXODUS 31:12-18

We are easily offended today by OT passages that
express the outpouring of God’s wrath against sin, especially the sin
of his chosen people Israel whom He loved so intensely. Because
we can know Jesus has died for our sins and turned away God’s
wrath, and therefore can experience the overwhelming comfort of
His love, we tend to devalue the extent of both His holiness and
His hatred of sin. By doing this we also devalue the extent of
Christ’s sacrificial love. The God described here is the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. This is how He viewed Israel’s failure to
allow the land to enjoy its sabbath rests, a failure that was symptomatic of a deeper failure to acknowledge Him as God.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 7

Rest for the Church.

THE PASSAGE

DEUTERONOMY 5:1-22

THE POINT

Israel was to be a theocratic (“ruled by God”)
nation. There was no question about church-state relationships
because the Church was the State and the State was the Church.
The observance of the Sabbath day of rest was a law of the land; it
was to be one of the laws that would distinguish Israel quite clearly
from the other nations around them. There was no place for compromise here: they were to be a holy people recognising His holy
day by making it quite different from the other six days of the week
when they did all their work.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s “no work” rule for the Sabbath day was to be an ongoing
symbolic expression of Israel’s special relationship to him; the day
was to be holy both to them (14) and to the LORD (15), their constant reminder it was the LORD who made them holy (13).
• Jesus’ atoning death has removed the death penalty for Sabbath
breaking but this doesn’t make the sin itself less serious(14-15).

• God’s granting of rest on the 7th day highlights the importance
and value of useful, fulfilling and satisfying work on all the other 6
days (13). The 2-day weekend is an invention of human wisdom
that has upset the Biblical balance between quality work and quality
rest. With “holydays” (long weekends) thrown in, the real significance of sabbath rest has been swallowed up and lost.
• The 4th Commandment has societal implications; a Sabbath rest
is not just a matter of private observance (14).
• Sabbath rest is also a reminder of God’s act of redemption (15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What things in this passage emphasise the importance Sabbathkeeping was to have always in the life of God’s special people?
• Is there a relationship between our failure today to take the
Sabbath principle seriously and our failure to impact society?

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

Rest for the land.
LEVITICUS 25:1-7

The principle of regular rest from labour is so built
into the creation itself that God decrees it for the hard-working
farm land as well. This would be yet another reminder to the people that it was neither the land itself, nor their own hard labour, that
was to guarantee their prosperity – but the blessing of God.
Modern science and technology, fuelled by greed, have helped us to
multiply the productivity of agricultural land many times with more
and better harvests, but we still cannot overcome the problems
caused by salination, drought, flood, pestilence and fire.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD’s instruction to Moses on Mt Sinai recorded here is
further confirmation that the concept of Sabbath rest is not an
afterthought but an integral part of the world as God made it.
• The seven-year cycle for the land is appropriate for its nature, taking account of the seasons, as a seven-day cycle is for man.
• The sabbatical year was a reminder, not only that God was the
ultimate provider of all things, but that the land He had given to
man, along with its produce, belonged to all and not just a few.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Look at Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:25-34, especially vs 33.
How does this relate to God’s revelation to Moses here?
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Israel needed to be reminded that the giving of the
10 Commandments on Mount Sinai was a covenant renewal with
them personally. God had made covenants with their forefathers,
but this specific “10 Commandment” Covenant was with them as
his chosen people (3, 22). Peter’s application of Exodus 19:6 to the
Church in 1 Peter 2:5, emphasising our special relationship to God
as His chosen people and therefore making us the true heirs of all
the “eternal” covenant promises given to Israel, implies that the
Church should be serious about the 10 Commandments.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Should the Church today have a special Sabbath? Why/(not)?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

Rest under pressure.
NEHEMIAH 13:14-22

Nehemiah was one of the men to whom God gave
the onerous responsibility of re-establishing the city of Jerusalem
after the 70 years of exile in Babylon. He was a great leader,
renowned for his uncompromising commitment to obedience to
God’s Law and his uncanny ability to get the people on side using
gentle persuasion rather than enforced legalism. Nehemiah knew
that Sabbath-breaking was one of the major factors leading to the
exile in the first place and therefore that rebuilding the wall as a
symbol of what defined the Jews as God’s people was useless if they
were allowed to drift back into their old ways. Any commercial
pressure to neglect the Sabbath for the sake of trade and the mighty
shekel must be nipped in the bud – no exceptions!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• While ever men’s hearts are influenced by greed and the lure of
lucre there will always be pressure to ignore God’s provision of a
day of rest and reflection on what it means to depend on Him.
• Nehemiah placed responsibility for the communal observance of
the Sabbath squarely on the shoulders of the leaders (17-18).
• The price of freedom (to rest) is eternal vigilance (19-21).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What pressure does the world put on you to ignore God’s rest?

C H U R C H
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am
& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Rev. Peter Dunstan
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 6.30pm.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega – 25 Upper St. 9.30am.
Contact: Mrs M. Cochrane (02) 6492 2949
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.

Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 5.00pm
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese). 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 10.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H).
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H).
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 High St. 8.00am. 9.45am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Peter Moore (02) 6652 3183(O).
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
I.M. Rev. David J Campbell (02) 4943 0284.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 5.00 & 7.00pm.
Rev. Peter Flower (02) 6557 5047.
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)
14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).

Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRANVILLE/MERRYLANDS
Granville: 14 Hutchinson St. 8.45am.
Merrylands & Monitors Rd. 10.00am.
Bruce Frost, Pastor (02) 9638 4777
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. English:
9.30am. & 6.30pm. Indonesian: 4.00pm.
Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.
9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am.
Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA, Kingsford
8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.
94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am
Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Tel. (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.
NAROOMA
1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
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NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School,
Dunmore Ave. Carlingford.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (temporary). Service Time: 10.30 am.
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Satchell (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (02) 4385 2240
TUROSS HEAD
277 Hector McWilliam Dr. 9.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690

G
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WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.
2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE (St Andrew’s)
7 McKem St. 9.00am & 5.00pm.
Rev. Luke Tattersall (02) 9871 8217
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mahda, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Graham French (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds
(02) 4271 1545(H) (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Cuff (07) 4095 3063.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wallace Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.15 am. & 6.30 pm.
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Church Office (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am &
7.00pm. December, January, February 9am.
Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am.
Rev. Andrew Richardson
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607.
Asst. Mr Jens Norved (07) 3399 6123.
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 11.00am.
Supply. Mr J. E. Tucker (HM) (07) 5441 3053
GAYNDAH (Home Mission)
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd
Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D.
Secomb (07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.15am.
Rev. Russell van Delden
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
I.M. Rev. Graham Eastwell (07) 5573 1458
GOLD COAST (III)
Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds.
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Donald Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
GRACEVILLE
12 Bank Road. 9.30am.
Rev. Norm Bartlett (07) 3712 0508
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.00am. Woolooga 6.00pm.
1st Sunday of the month
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Camp Rd, 9.30am & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
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Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427.
Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 8.30am.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
6.00pm each Sunday.
Rev. Jim Brown (07) 4955 3829.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am.
& 7.00pm. Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH (Home Mission)
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Rev. David Newman (07) 4153 2954
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am & 5.00pm
Mr J. E. Tucker (H.M.) (07) 5441 3053.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie. 9.00am &
6.30pm. Rev P. Cornford (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROBINA
Cnr Cottesloe & University Drs.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am. & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. D. Todd (Em.) (07) 3269 9359
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Endeavour Adult Training Centre
“Wallace Park” Noosaville 9.00am
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
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THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd., 9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham.
TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Ass. Mr Kwang-Ho Song (07) 4778 3823
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4188 (H) (07) 4633 4000 (O).
Past. Dan Boshard (07) 4614 0467.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.
Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.
Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Supply: Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Int. Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 865 3045
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. S. Slucki (08) 8296 1581.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. A. Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am. Rev. S. Slucki
(08) 8296 1581. Also Seaford Rise.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 7.00pm. 188 Macquarie St. (03)
6223 7213. Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 9.30 & 11.00 am. & 5.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 5.00 pm.)
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 9.15am, 2nd Sunday.
Rev. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr.
Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. 11.00am. Bridport: Westwood St.
9.00am. I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. 10.30am.
I.M. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
WEST TAMAR (Auld Kirk)
Sidmouth 10.00am and Mole Creek 2.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

victoria
ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am. Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747 H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm.
S/school 9.00 am.
Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
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BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Mackellar Primary School Gymnasium
29-35 Goldsmith Ave. Delahey. 4.30pm.
Mr Andres Miranda (03) 9307 6583
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave. 10.00am.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9431 4980.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.
I.M. Rev. S. Bonnington (03) 9874 1007.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Palmer (03) 9583 2785
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale & McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA — MORNINGTON
Dromana: St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
I.M. Rev. A Campbell (03) 9580 6161.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm.
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. (03) 9786 2976.
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GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.30am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT-DARLINGTON
Noorat: Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge &
Glenormiston Rds. 10.30 am.
Darlington: Hall St. 8.45 am. (1st & 3rd
Sundays) Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
10.00am alternate Sundays at North
Geelong, Cnr. Victoria St. & Balmoral Cr. &
North Shore, Cnr Seabeach Pd. & Myrtle Gv.
5.00pm each Sunday at North Geelong.
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Ross Tucker (03) 9460 9523
ROCHESTER
Cnr. Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am. &
7.30pm. Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SEAFORD
St Barnabas Anglican Church. 10.45am.
Cnr Park St & Margaret Ave.
Session Clerk (03) 9580 6161
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
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Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Christian Fellowship 2.30pm.
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts.
10.00am & 7.00 pm. Sunday Night Life 5.30
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am
Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Mr Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
Cnr South Tce & Parry St.
Worship & Sunday School 10.00am.
Chinese Worship & Sunday School 3.00 pm.
Session clerk Mr Tom Randall (08) 9417 1062.
WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)
Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.
9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074.
To register your church in this section of the
Australian Presbyterian is an easy, low cost
exercise. Facsimile the AP office on:
(03) 9723 9685 or E-mail us at:
austpres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST
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Rest for worship & praise.

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 92:1-15

S
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Rest rejected.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

JEREMIAH 17:19-27

We can now see why Nehemiah was so concerned
about the reintroduction of Sabbath Day trading (see Day 8).
Jeremiah had been saying exactly the same thing 170 years earlier
but the arrogant people had refused to heed his warning and the city
of Jerusalem, including the Temple, was destroyed. The prophet
was quite right when he said just prior to this (verse 9), “The heart
is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand
it?” God means business concerning the Sabbath.

The title introducing Psalm 92 is: “A psalm. A song.
For the Sabbath day.” I quote verses 1-2 on my order of service
sheet every Sunday to encourage people (not very successfully!) to
come to church twice. One of the purposes of a specific, communal day of rest each work is that we might meet to worship God and
sing His praise together. This psalm assumes that this is what
God’s people will want to do “in the morning” and “at night”. We
have so much for which to give thanks to our Lord as His people:
what better way to begin and end His Day than in public worship!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jeremiah was given a difficult job to do, putting him in direct
opposition to popular opinion and practice, and especially to the
vested trading interests of his day. But rather than shrink back from
it, or just criticise them from a distance in more favourable surroundings, he confronted them right where they were (19).
• Prophetic pronouncements of judgment are always conditional
upon persistent disobedience. Had the people truly repented and
desisted from their Sabbath-breaking the Lord’s promised blessing
of prosperity would surely have followed.

THE POINT

• Music, assisted by instruments, is a great asset in the communal
worship and praise of God for all His love and faithfulness (1-3).
• God’s attributes must be proclaimed, not just acknowledged (2).
• Communal worship has a powerful effect to encourage us when
we are feeling defeated by the pressures of living ... (4-11)
• ... and to enable us to grow in spiritual maturity (12-15).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does participation in public worship with God’s people every
Sunday have a high priority in your weekly program? What other
interests/activities/commitments/weaknesses might have a higher
priority from time to time? Can you justify this?

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

Rest for “the rest”.
ISAIAH 56:1-8

God wanted Israel to see themselves as His special,
chosen race, bound to Him by a covenant. But the biggest problem
with this was that they gloried in the privilege without paying attention to the terms of His covenant! Isaiah had to remind them that,
at the end of the day, it wasn’t their pedigree that mattered but the
degree of their obedience. In fact, outsiders lacking the pedigree
could be included simply by taking the terms of the covenant seriously – in particular its requirement regarding the Sabbath.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The eunuchs could not father children and could therefore feel
excluded from God’s covenant promises which were very much tied
up with the blessing of future generations (cf Isaiah 59:21). But
God promised these “dry trees”, who kept the Sabbath and other
covenant requirements, “a name better than sons ...” (3-5).
• The hint that, through Jesus, God’s Covenant of Grace would
extend to every tribe and nation and tongue, was already clear in
Isaiah’s prophecy; Jesus took this theme up in Mark 11:17(6-8).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Out of all the requirements of God’s covenant, why does Isaiah
make specific, primary reference to Sabbath-keeping? Of what basic
sin was Sabbath-breaking the most obvious symptom?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Rest, not restarianism.
ISAIAH 58:9B-14

Isaiah takes up the Sabbath theme again, this time
encouraging Israel to look on Sabbath-keeping, not as a burden, but
as a joy and a delight. This was the basis of Jesus’ clash with the
Pharisees. They had taken what God had intended to be a blessing
(“the Sabbath was made for man ...” – Mark 2:27) and turned it into
an unbearable burden by their Sabbatarianism. Sabbath-breaking
and back-breaking are both wrong and equally harmful – each is a
reaction against the other. Isaiah helps us here to get it right and
strike a balance between the two. We need this today.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Sabbath day of rest is God’s idea. While it is basically
intended for our benefit, it is nevertheless His holy day (13).
• Because God set apart the day of rest for our benefit, if we honour His commands in the way we observe it and not make up our
own guidelines about what we think is best, it will be a delight, and
we will experience real joy in the Lord (13-14).
• Isaiah warns Israel: “The mouth of the LORD has spoken”(14).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can you “keep ... from doing as you please on My holy day”
while at the same time “call the Sabbath a delight” (13)? Is this a
paradox? How can we make our Sabbath more “delightful”?

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In a society that no longer even pretends the Bible is its guide,
how overt should the Church be concerning the use of Sunday?

Restless rest.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

AMOS 8:1-14

A grudging attitude to the Sabbath is symptomatic
of a whole mode of thought and behaviour centred on self. If we
cannot give God the time, attention and honour due to Him we are
hardly likely to put the needs of others ahead of our own. Amos
was sent from Judah to the northern Kingdom of Israel to warn
them of the coming Judgment which, in 722 BC, would extinguish
them as a nation altogether. They were so obsessed by greed that
their formal observance of the Sabbath counted for nothing. If they
could not rejoice in God’s gracious provision of this holy day with
the right attitude, accompanied by a heart-felt concern for the
needy, then it was of no value to them at all.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• If we find Sabbath rest a nuisance we have missed its meaning.
• The sovereign Lord is able, and prepared, to withhold both material and spiritual blessing as punishment for sin (8-12).
• If we fail to heed God’s Word with the right attitude of heart, we
run the risk of losing the opportunity to hear it at all (11f).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is our society any different from the one to which Amos was
sent? Should we be speaking out about man’s accountability to
God? What does it mean to be salt and light in our situation?

DAY 14

Rest from legalistic burdens.

THE PASSAGE

MATTHEW 12:1-14

By the time of Jesus, God’s people – the Jews of the
southern Kingdom who had rebuilt and resettled Jerusalem after the
Babylonian Exile – had not had a canonical prophetic voice for over
450 years. Instead they had been subject to two centuries of
Pharisaical Judaism. The Pharisees were right in following
Nehemiah’s lead in upholding the 4th Commandment; but they
were way off the mark in how they applied it. In fact, they had
destroyed its central purpose by reducing it to dead, legalistic rulekeeping. This was the situation Jesus had to address. His whole
approach can be summed up in his words: “The Sabbath was made
for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). The two errors He
deals with here are a wrong idea of what constitutes “work”, and a
failure to understand the place of mercy.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Pharisees had missed the whole point of the 4th Commandment
– to rest from money-making pursuits so as to demonstrate and
reflect on our ultimate dependence on God alone to provide.
• God’s provision of mercy (for the fugitive David, the sheep in the
pit, the disabled man) is always more important than any legalistic
application of rules without it (7, cf Hosea 6:6).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• The Sabbath was God’s idea – man-made rules don’t count! (8)
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Rest from the burden of sin.

THE PASSAGE

MARK 15:42-16:8

The Resurrection of Jesus is God’s message of hope
and joy to a broken, hopeless world – sin and death are now
defeated! The discovery of the empty tomb by the grieving women
in the early hours of the first day of the week, the day after the
Sabbath rest and the first opportunity they had to honour their
beloved master with dignified burial rites, made it appropriate for
the Church Fathers to set apart this day as the Lord’s Day, the best
day on which to observe the provisions of the 4th Commandment.
This also meant that the Church could more easily avoid confusion
with the long-abused “Sabbath” of Judaism with all its death-inducing rules and regulations. Christopher Wordsworth made the observation (Hymn 268 RCH) that, considering Creation and Pentecost,
on the first day of the week “a triple light was given”.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Even at the focal point of all human history – the atoning work of
the Son of God on the cross – a simple, low-keyed observance of
Sabbath rest was fitting while Jesus bore our sin in his body.
• The Resurrection is God’s public announcement (cf Acts 17:31).
• What precautions should we take to avoid drifting back into a
form of sabbatarianism without disregarding the Lord’s Day?

Rest for fallen eyelids?.

THE PASSAGE

JOHN 9:13-41

Out of all the days Jesus could have healed this
blind man, why did He choose a Sabbath? (In fact, many of the
healing miracles recorded in the Gospels occurred on a Sabbath.)
The narrative of John 9 is an excellent basis for understanding the
root cause of Jesus’ clash with the Pharisees. Theologically, they
could not relinquish their major premise: “Only God can give
sight”. They were now faced with a minor premise: “Jesus gave
sight”. The logical conclusion: “Jesus is God”. But this was
unthinkable; He did this “work” on a Sabbath! Their only way out
was to deny the minor premise by closing their own eyes, getting
rid of the evidence (34) – hence Jesus’ point in verses 39-41! Their
wrong understanding of the Sabbath gave them an excuse to continue in their blind unbelief in their failure to recognise the Messiah.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Pharisees had already decided against Jesus before the
unblind man turned up for ritual cleansing; their physical eyes were
now of no use. Perhaps this is what Jesus meant when He spoke
about the eye being the lamp of the body in Luke 11:34.
• With ability to “see” God’s Word comes responsibility to obey.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you read the Scriptures with open eyes, or a closed mind?

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

T

U

D Y

Rest... and zzzz!.

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

ACTS 20:7-12; 1 COR. 16:1-4

The New Testament does not give a lot of specific
information about how the Early Church made the transition from
the rigid practice of Judaism concerning observance of the Seventh
Day as a Sabbath rest to the practice of meeting on the First Day of
the week for worship. But it is interesting that in Acts 20:1 (in 57 AD,
near the end of Paul’s third missionary journey) Luke speaks of “coming together to break bread on the first day of the week” as if this was
the established practice. Earlier, on the same journey while at Ephesus,
Paul wrote ahead to Corinth to encourage the Church there, as he had
also told the Galatian churches, to set aside their gifts “on the first day
of every week” as if this was their regular meeting time (1 Cor.
16:1-2). This weekly meeting time was also used for teaching (as for
the Jews in the synagogue on the Sabbath), so the First Day became
the Christian “Sabbath” or “Lord’s Day” (cf Rev. 1:10).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Long sermons and sleepy listeners are not modern phenomena.
• God is very gracious in dealing with our weaknesses (17).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 16

S

Resting heavenly fire.
ACTS 2:1-13

It would not have escaped the notice of the Early
Church that two amazing acts of God happened on the first day of
the week: the Resurrection of Jesus, and the powerful outpouring of
the promised Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Both these
events were like light breaking into darkness. In 2 Cor. 4:6 Paul
himself connects God making the light of the Gospel to shine in
our hearts (our Resurrection/Pentecost experience?) with the creation of light (on the first day of the week – Genesis 1:3-5).
Tomorrow we will look at two references to the Early Church
meeting on the first day of the week to do the sort of thing Jews
did on the Sabbath as part of their commitment to Sabbath rest.

THE POINT

• How is the Creation principle of a sabbath rest, as spelt out in the
OT Scripture, reflected in your activities each Lord’s Day?

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

Rest and grace.
COLOSSIANS 2:13-23

As humans, we have failed to see God’s grace at work
in all His dealing with us. The OT sacrificial system with all its regulations only worked because of God’s Covenant of Grace. The people
who got it wrong were those who made it a “work” or performance
to earn God’s favour. The Covenant of Grace was finally ratified
and sealed with the blood of Christ on the cross. The written code
with its regulations is now finished – Christ has done it all for us. If we
treat Sabbath rest like a “regulation”, an observance by which we earn
God’s approval, instead of accepting it as God’s gracious provision,
then we’ve got it wrong. That’s exactly how it was both in the OT and
in the gospel narratives with the Pharisees. This wrong approach can
be seen in judgmental rules that completely negate the whole concept
of grace. The serious problem being addressed by Paul in Colossians,
one aspect of which is Sabbatarianism, has continued to plague the
Church at different times ever since.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Rule-keeping is no use to dead sinners. Our only hope is God’s
gracious offer of forgiveness through Christ’s finished work.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why do/don’t you observe a sabbath rest? Does it matter?

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Rest area ahead.
HEBREWS 4:1-11

The Sabbath rest principle is an essential part of the
Created Order. Our weekly Day of Rest is a constant reminder of
this truth, as well as being a public declaration of our dependence
on the providence of the God who Himself made the Day holy and
commanded us to keep it holy. As His Church we mark ourselves
off as His special people by enjoying His rest. But the ultimate
enjoyment of true Sabbath-rest is heaven. The weekly Sabbath is a
foretaste of heaven. Just as the Church on earth is to be a picture of
heaven (cf Ephesians 1:18-23 and Colossians 3:1-4 where
“you/your” is always plural), so its celebration of a weekly rest displays to a watching world the glory of heaven.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• The Holy Spirit came upon God’s people when they were “all
together in one place” (1). The Church is a connected body of people whose function it is to meet regularly and wait on God.
• In our own strength we are powerless to do anything.
Empowered by God’s Holy Spirit resting on us and filling us we
can be used by Him to make His message of salvation known to all.
• Enthusiasm for evangelism might seem to some as intoxication!

• The author of Hebrews wants to warn his readers – mainly Jewish
people who have professed faith in Christ – against the danger of
failing to enter God’s ultimate Sabbath-rest through disobedience,
in the same way the Israelites, after being rescued from Egypt (the
picture of Justification), failed to enter Canaan (the picture of
heaven). Psalm 95 gave the same warning about God’s promises to
the people of David’s day 1000 years before.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you anticipate a movement of God’s Spirit when you meet?

• Do your Church life and weekly sabbath rest reflect heaven?
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Across
Australia
Army-bound
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St Columba’s Church in Peppermint
Grove. The General Assembly of WA is
holding a planning day on 2 April to
review the objectives, visions and goals of
the PCWA.

Fellowship fight

APresbytery
t its meeting on 24 January 2005 the The Presbyterian Church needs to be
of Bendigo (Vic) dissolved vigilant to fight the cult in its ranks
the pastoral tie between Swan Hill and
Rev. Martin de Pyle, so he can take up a
full-time chaplaincy position with the
Royal Australian Army based in Darwin.
Mr de Pyle will remain a member of the
Presbytery of Bendigo.

Appointments

R

ev. John Buchanan was inducted into
East Maitland (NSW) on 4 March. Rev.
Wayne Connor was ordained and
inducted into Dubbo (NSW) as
Colleague on 4 November. Rev. Maurice
Cropper was inducted into Gosford
(NSW) on 28 January. Rev. Bruce
Hammond was inducted into TocumwalFinlay-Berrigan (NSW) on 29 January.
Rev. Peter Moore was set apart as fulltime lecturer at the PTC Sydney on 21
January. Rev. Dr C.S. Park was inducted
into Kalos Korean (NSW) on 11
February. Rev. Richard Quadrio was
inducted as Colleague and Successor at
Macquarie (NSW) on 3 February. Rev.
Glenn Samuel was inducted into Terrigal
(NSW) on 3 Feburary. Rev. Dr Michael
Wishart was ordained and inducted into
Dromana/Mornington (Vic) on 17
December. Rev. Dr Marvin Hagans was
inducted into Colac (Vic) on 21
November.
The Presbytery of Sydney North
licensed Robert Edward John Coleman
to preach the Gospel on 17 December.
The Presbytery of Sydney South licensed
Michael Campbell and Jonathan
Kingsley Woods to preach the Gospel on
14 December.

known as the Fellowship, according to
Presbyterian Theological College lecturer Tony Bird. Dr Bird told about 80
people attending the launch of a book
about the group – Fractured Families: the
Story of a Melbourne Church Cult – at the
Uniting Church centre in Melbourne that
the Fellowship had fallen into “heresy of
the Christian life”.
Dr Bird said the church had made several attempts to deal with the matter, but
had met setbacks, such as denials by the
Fellowship that it even existed, its amorphous and secretive nature, its idiosyncratic use of theological language, the fact
that it had gained the ear of articulate supporters outside the group, and fear by victims to speak out. He said the Code of the
Church was not framed to deal with such
situations. “I am a believer in the use of
the Code. It contains the wisdom of the
church in past times for dealing with situations that arise, respecting the rights and

privileges of opposing parties. But as new
situations arise there needs to be additions
or reform,” he said. He hoped the book
might provide new incentive to tackle the
issue.
Retired Anglican minister Peter
Corney and the book’s author Morag
Zwartz also addressed the launch.

Knapp in Norwood

T

he Norwood (SA) congregation
enjoyed three weekends of inspiring Bible
teaching from former ModeratorGeneral Jack Knapp, Rev. Martin Bleby
(New Creation Teaching Ministry) and
John Wesley Campbell (Bunbury
Baptist Church) in October to celebrate
Reformation Day. Tom Morgan has been
appointed Norwood’s “urban missionary” and has made a number of new contacts outside the congregation.

Allowah redevelopment

A

llowah Presbyterian Children’s
Hospital (NSW) cares for children and
young people up to the age of 16 with
physical and intellectual disabilities such
as genetic or chromosomal disorders,
birth trauma, cerebral palsy, head injuries,
and diseases acquired after birth. The ministry was taken over by Presbyterian

WA news

A

t the end of December Mr Paul
Spackman completed his three-year term
as youth pastor at Whitfords (WA). Rev.
Alan Perrie will retire as the minister of
Whitfords from the end of February. An
historic joint meeting of the Presbytery of
Western Australia (PCWA), the
Presbytery of Perth (Westminister
Presbyterian Churches) and the Classis of
Western Australia (Christian Reformed
Churches) will be held on 7 May 2004 at
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Social Services early last year. Allowah is
currently supporting more than 80 families, mainly from NSW. Allowah is being
redeveloped and the assistance of the
wider Church in this task would be welcomed. For more information, contact
CEO Colin Llewellyn, PO Box 2196
Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012, or phone
(02) 9690 9376.

Victorian vacancy

A

spendale (Vic) congregation is seeking
a new minister. It has more than 80 communicants and adherents, an evangelical
tradition going back at least 30 years and
is able to call and support a minister. The
interim moderator is Rev. David Palmer
(03) 9585 8141.

Safe birth

O

n January 1 2005, a new pastoral
charge came into being. St Andrew’s
Manilla and Somerton congregations
became independent of their adoptive
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parent church, St Stephen’s, Tamworth
(Qld). This gives cause for great rejoicing
in both charges. In 1975, St Stephen’s
came to the rescue when St Andrew’s
experienced an extended financial crisis.
The minister at Manilla became the assistant and later the colleague of the minister at Tamworth.
Achieving sanctioned status has been
the result of the work and prayers of
many people in both locations. As well as
supporting the work at Manilla, God’s
people at St Stephen’s have cradled and
nurtured two new Presbyterian congregations: Tamworth Community and Scots
Moonbi. The independent Trinity congregation was also formed more than two
decades ago by members of St Stephen’s,
among others, during a most turbulent
and distressing time. Raising such a family
has taken its toll, but God is faithful, and
His work has grown and prospered.

he Grace Presbyterian Church of
New Zealand continues to expand with a
new congregation (Redeemer GPC)
being planted in the Flat Bay area of
Auckland under the leadership of Rev.
Andrew Young, the Principal of Grace
Theological College. Grace Theological
College is rejoicing in 10 years of steady
growth. At the other end of NZ,
Invercargil GPC has recently moved
into wonderful new church building. The
congregation is being led by Rev. Barry
Swan.

On air

Mormon insider suspended

Around
the World
Growing in Grace

T

Shostseacliffe’s
minister, Rev. Stefan Slucki, Grant H. Palmer had expected to be
a radio program, The Basics of Life, punished by the Church of Jesus Christ
on Adelaide’s 5PBA 89.7 FM on
Wednesday afternoons from 1.30 to 2pm.

On the road with MERF

R

ev. Dr Dallas Clarnette, minister at
Benalla (Vic), has been lecturing at
Lokichoggi in Kenya for the Middle East
Reformed Fellowship. Rev. Graham
Nicholson of Hawthorn (Vic) attended
the annual meeting of the MERF
International Council in Cyprus in
November.
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of Latter-day Saints for writing the 2002
book An Insider’s View of Mormon
Origins. But the delayed timing caught
him off guard. Last December, Keith
Adams, the leader at Grant’s church in
Sandy, Utah, disfellowshiped him. The
sanction means Palmer may no longer
speak publicly or take sacraments during
the suspension of unspecified length.
“They felt [the book] had done some
damage to people’s faith by causing them
to doubt Mormon foundational claims,”
said Palmer, who is retired after 34 years as
a college-level Mormon educator.
An Insider’s View argues that LDS
founder Joseph Smith didn’t miraculously
translate the Book of Mormon from
golden plates. It also examines “Smith’s
largely rewritten, materialistic, idealised,
and controversial accounts of the church’s
founding”.
Christianity Today

Egyptians knifed

AArmanious,
n Egyptian Christian father, Hossam
his wife and two daughters
were found knifed to death in their
American home on 14 January. Police are
investigating several theories, but religious tensions have been suggested as a
potential motive. Armanious had been
threatened during an internet chat-room
session, following his critical comments
on Islam. Armanious, 47, his wife Amal
Garas, 36, and their daughters Sylvia, 15,
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and Monica, 8, were found in their house
in Jersey City, bound and gagged with
their throats slit and knife wounds to
their heads and bodies. The style of
killing has made friends and relatives see a
link with Islamic teaching on killing
unbelievers.
Barnabas Fund

Science’s new heresy trial

Muzzled Speech

By Gene Edward Veith

E

Sended
cience is typically praised as openand free, pursuing the evidence

leven American Christians were
herded into a police truck in October
during Philadelphia’s annual homosexual “Outfest” rally. The 11 refused to
obey a police order to relocate, and used
signs and megaphones to proclaim
Scripture verses during the gay-pride
celebration. The Christians are members
of the evangelistic group Repent
America.
Repent America director Michael
Marcavage, 25, is facing three felony
charges and five misdemeanors. The
felonies include conspiracy, inciting to
riot, and ethnic intimidation – a charge
filed under the state’s hate-crimes law,
which specifically mentions sexual orientation as one object of hate speech.
Charges against seven of the Christians
were dismissed. The others are now
known as the “Philadelphia Four”.
“This is the first time in this country
where singing hymns, praying, and reading biblical passages have been described
as ‘hate speech’ and ‘fighting words’,”
said Brian Fahling, senior trial attorney
for the American Family Association
Centre for Law and Policy.
Christianity Today

Divine address

L

etters addressed to God are no longer
to be destined for the dustbin. Instead, the
Dutch postal service is going to forward
mail sent to the Creator to the evangelical
radio and television network Evangelishe
Omroep. Aftr being reprimanded by
Andre Rouvoet, the leader of the
Protestant Party Christen Unie, who
was horrified at the treatment of such letters, the postal service set about finding an
appropriate addressee. Only Evangelishe
Omroeep expressed an interest.
Correspondence will be received by
Pastor Van Velzen at the network, who
will pray for the letter writers. However
he will only be responsible for letters
addressed to God or Jesus. Mail addressed
to Mohammed or Allah will be forwarded
to Muslim organisations.
The Tablet

On the
Agenda

wherever it leads. Scientific conclusions
are falsifiable, open to further inquiry, and
revised as new data emerge. Science is free
of dogma, intolerance, censorship, and
persecution.
By these standards, Darwinists have
become the dogmatists. Scientists at the
Smithsonian Institute, supported by
American taxpayers, are punishing one of
their own simply for publishing an article
about intelligent design.
Stephen Meyer, who holds a Ph.D.
from Cambridge and is a research fellow
at the Discovery Institute, wrote an article titled “The Origin of Biological
Information and the Higher Taxonomic
Categories”. As Meyer explained it to
World, his article deals with the socalled Cambrian explosion, that point in
the fossil record in which dozens of distinct animal body forms suddenly

spring into existence. Darwinists themselves, he showed through a survey of
the literature, admit that they cannot
explain this sudden diversity of form in
so little time.
Meyer argued that the need for new
proteins, new genetic codes, new cell
structures, new organs, and new species
requires specific “biological information”.
And “information invariably arises from
conscious rational activity”. That flies in
the face of the Darwinist assumption that
biological origins are random.
Meyer submitted his paper to the
Proceedings of the Biological Society of
Washington, a scientific journal affiliated
with the Smithsonian Institute’s National
Museum of Natural History. The editor,
Rick Sternberg, a researcher at the
museum with two Ph.D.s in biology, forwarded the article to a panel of three peer
reviewers. In scientific and other academic
scholarship, submitting research to the
judgment of other experts in the field
ensures that published articles have genuine merit. Each of the reviewers recommended that, with revisions, the article
should be published. Meyer made the
revisions and the article was published last
August.
Whereupon major academic publications — Science, Nature, Chronicles of
Higher Education — expressed outrage.
The anger was focused not on the sub-
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stance of the article, but on the mere fact
that a peer-reviewed scientific journal
would print such an article.
So the wrath of the Darwinists fell on
Sternberg, the editor. Although he had
stepped down from the editorship, his
supervisors at the Smithsonian took away
his office, made him turn in his keys, and
cut him off from access to the collections
he needs for his research. He is also being
subjected to the sectarian religious discipline of “shunning”. His colleagues are
refusing to talk to him or even greet him
in the hallways.
His supervisors also staged an inquisition about Sternberg’s religious and even
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political beliefs. Sternberg, who describes
himself as a Catholic with lots of questions, has filed a case alleging discrimination not just on the grounds of religion
but “perceived” religion.
Critics of Sternberg say that the article
should not have been published because
the American Association for the
Advancement of Science has proclaimed
that intelligent design is “unscientific by
definition”. As Meyer points out: “Rather
than critique the paper on its scientific
merits, they appeal to a doctrinal statement.”
Historically, said Meyer, science has
sought “the best explanation, period,

wherever the evidence leads”. But now the
scientific establishment is requiring something else: “the best materialistic explanation for a phenomenon”. That rules out
non-materialistic explanations from the
onset, demanding adherence to the worldview that presumes the material realm is
all that exists.
David Klinghoffer broke the story of
Sternberg’s mistreatment in The Wall
Street Journal. The attempts to discredit
him, Meyer said, have resulted in hundreds of scientists from around the world
requesting and downloading the paper
(available from www.discovery.org/csc/).
Meyer said that many scientists
secretly agree with elements of intelligent
design but are afraid to go public. Critics
tried to force Sternberg to reveal the
names of the peer reviewers — which are
supposed to remain anonymous — but he
refused. Darwinists shifted the discussions to evolution as a worldview, while
avoiding its admitted failures to account
for what Darwin purported to explain,
namely, the origin of species.
The virulence of the attempts to suppress intelligent design demonstrates the
Darwinists’ insecurity. “You don’t resort
to authoritarianism,” observed Meyer, “if
you can answer it.”
Reprinted from World magazine
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Happy Sundays
Thank God for a day of rest, a special day.

B

oth my wife Mairi and I came
from homes (one in Scotland and
the other in Australia) where
Sunday was a special day in the
week. Our parents were Christians who
believed that Sunday marked the day of
Jesus’ resurrection, and it was a continuation of the Sabbath principle from Old
Testament times.
Though they might not have stated it
so precisely, the Larger Catechism’s reference to the Sabbath as being the “thankful
remembrance of the two great benefits of
creation and redemption” (L. C. Ques.
121), was certainly their attitude towards
Sunday. On the one hand, it was a day of
rest, while on the other it was a joyful day
of celebration of the work and ministry of
the Lord Jesus.
We have no recollection of thinking
that Sunday was a dull day. Very often it
was a day with almost too much activity!
Sunday School, church service(s), visitors
to our homes with whom we shared
meals, sometimes visits to other Christian
families. It also provided times when we
could have extended conversations within
the family, or listen to books being read
for us when we were young.
In Edinburgh when we were students
we often went to a missionary prayer
meeting for young people at Buccleuch
Free Church that was at 9pm on Saturday.
That was almost like the Jewish preparation on the eve of the Sabbath. It was
always good to look forward to Sunday
for we knew that we could put our books
away on Saturday night, and Sunday was
free for worship and other activities. That
difference between the other six days and
Sunday was important, and it still is for
us. It provides a weekly rhythm of work
and then rest.

W

hen we were married we didn’t need
to talk over what we would do on
Sunday, for the pattern was already set.
The difference was that I was normally
preaching on Sunday — nearly always
twice, and sometimes three times. This
was also often the pattern when I moved
to lecturing in theological colleges in
Scotland and Australia. On Sunday
morning, we had church and Sunday
school, the children (at least in Scotland)

Allan
Harman
went to the interdenominational
Crusaders in the afternoon, and then
there was an evening service to which we
took the children once they were about
five years old. Sunday was often a day
when we were able to invite people from
church, or visitors we met there, to come
and have a meal with us. Preparation for
entertaining never meant that one of the
family had to stay
at home from
church.
We
Sunday has to
always tried to
point ahead to
make the meals
the final
special, including
something for the
Sabbath that
children.
Our
awaits God’s
family still talks
children in
about “Sunday
heaven.
chocolate”!
Over the years
when I’ve been
teaching Old Testament studies and come
to the question of the Sabbath, students
have often asked me what rules I would
lay down for keeping Sunday. I normally
answered that I wouldn’t lay down rules
for others but I had some for myself. I
wanted Sunday to be different from the
other six days and consequently many

things I would do during the rest of the
week, I wouldn’t take up on Sunday. For
instance, though I taught biblical studies,
I never carried on my normal preparation
work for classes on Sunday. If I was in my
study it was to pick up some biography or
Christian magazine, rather than to carry
on my regular work.

T

he other thing that I think important
is that Sunday has to point ahead to
the final Sabbath that awaits God’s children in heaven (Heb. 4:8-11). As we
enjoy life in a Christian family on Sunday,
and join with fellow believers in corporate
worship and witness, that day should be a
signpost pointing ahead to the joys that
God has treasured up in heaven for his
children. One of the happiest things we as
Christians have here and now is the
opportunity to be with fellow believers as
we worship together and enjoy one
another’s company. That is the nearest to
heaven that we get on earth.
Is it any surprise that Eric Liddell’s
observance of Sunday as truly reflected in
Chariots of Fire has made that a film that I
specially consider a favourite? Without
becoming as legalistic as the Pharisees or
some Christians, I think Sunday is rooted
in our biblical faith, and making it a special
day reinforces our commitment to our
creator and redeemer.
Allan Harman is moderator of the
ap
Presbyterian Church of Victoria.
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Magnificent motives
The road to heaven is paved with good intentions.

W

hat makes us do the things we
do? It would be an interesting
exercise to compare our
answers with the motives that
the New Testament appeals to in its teaching on growing as a Christian. Indeed, we
find that the New Testament does not
appeal to just one motive, but raises quite
a number of considerations for the
Christian to ponder.
The first one to look at is gratitude for
mercy. In Luke 7 we read of an unnamed
woman who is referred to as a sinner. Her
tears fall on Jesus’ feet, and she kisses
them as she anoints them with an
alabaster flask of ointment. It was, of
course, rather more usual to anoint a person’s head rather than his feet. Such
behaviour was regarded by Simon the
Pharisee as unseemly, but Jesus recognised what was motivating the woman: “I
tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven – for she loved much. But he who is
forgiven little, loves little” (Luke 7:47).
Sometimes one reads of a person who
donates his kidney to another person.
The receiver of the organ is naturally very
grateful to the donor. How much more so
for the Christian who has experienced
forgiveness, acquittal for all his sins, adoption into God’s family, and has the
promise of life everlasting. One cannot
receive grace, and remain the same. The
woman who was a sinner is a model for all
Christians. Hence Paul can write to the
Christians at Rome: “I appeal to you
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,

Visiting
Melbourne?

Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10.30 am. & 5.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)

Peter Barnes
which is your spiritual worship” (Rom.
12:1). What they do is grounded in the
mercy of God revealed especially in Jesus
Christ.
A second motive is related to this: it is
love of Christ. On the night before His
crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples: “If
you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). The fact that
Christ has declared His mind on a subject
should be sufficient for any
Christian man or
Godliness woman. Out of
is good for love for Him, we
you, and obey. The great
ungodliness Anglican missionary to the
will harm you.
Muslim world,
Henry Martyn,
once saw a picture of Jesus bowing down and clinging to
the robes of Mohammed. He wept at this,
and said: “I could not endure existence if
Jesus were not to be glorified. It would be
hell to me, if He were always thus to be
dishonoured.” Love of Christ made
Martyn a missionary to those who did not
know the true Christ.
After the death of Martyn in 1812,
Charles Simeon in Cambridge kept a portrait of the missionary and imagined it
saying to him, “Be serious – be in earnest
– Don’t trifle – don’t trifle.” Simeon’s
response was “And I won’t trifle – I won’t
trifle.” As Paul said: “the love of Christ
controls (or constrains) us” (2 Cor. 5:14).
Paul is referring firstly to the love of
Christ for His people rather than their
love for Him, but the implication is clear
that the divine love leads to a response of
faith, obedience, and a life of self-sacrifice.
More simply, we may say that some
things are, without any equivocation,
right. Paul tells the younger generation at
Ephesus: “Children, obey your parents in
the Lord, for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). To
obey one’s parents is what God com-
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mands in His written law (e.g. Ex. 20:12)
and is in harmony with the law of God
written on the hearts of all mankind
(Rom. 2:14-16). It is part of the Godgiven reality of how the world is to work.
It is natural and right and good. To reject
this is to fly in the face of what is obviously and unequivocally right.
We can also say that if we obey God, it
will have good consequences. Paul says
that for children to obey their parents is
right, but he also adds that this is to be
done “that it may go well with you” (Eph.
6:3). Paul tells husbands that “He who
loves his wife loves himself” (Eph. 5:28).
In other words, godliness is good for you,
and ungodliness will harm you.
In addition, the Bible expects
Christians to be motivated by a desire to
benefit others. Paul declares that a
Christian has the right to eat meat which
has first been sacrificed to a pagan god.
However, he or she may not necessarily
make use of that right. There are other
considerations: “If food makes my
brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest
I make my brother stumble” (1 Cor.
8:13). Just because we have the right to do
something does not prove that we ought
to do it. If it will harm others, we ought to
refrain.

F

inally, the Christian recognises that
there is a judgment to come. We will
reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7-9). The apostle Peter writes of the judgment to come
after Christ has appeared the second time
in glory. He then draws some very practical conclusions for Christian holiness:
“Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting
for these, be diligent to be found by Him
without spot or blemish, and at peace” (2
Pet. 3:14). If there is no judgment, the
motivation to be found in a sanctified
state is taken away.
These motivations all go together in
the life of the Christian. Our motivation
may be summed up in the words of
Frances Ridley Havergal:
Jesus, let me always be,
In Thy service, glad and free.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.
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And on day 41...
Purpose is good, but it needs to be year-round.

T

he biggest problem with the “40
Days of Purpose” program
sweeping churches around the
globe is … day 41. After 40 days
of purpose-driven hand-holding from
Rick Warren, the question for many
churches is, “what next?”
Don’t get me wrong. If your church is
in the middle of the “40 Days” program,
keep at it. I’m not here to criticise. And,
no, I haven’t done it.
If you haven’t heard about the
“Purpose Driven” phenomenon, it’s a byproduct of Warren’s phenomenal ministry at Saddleback Community Church
in California. First detailed in the book
The Purpose-Driven Church, then developed into the best selling The PurposeDriven Life, Warren’s strategy is simple.
Work out the five key purposes of your
church (or life) – then implement them
relentlessly.
According to Warren’s web site, since
2002, “over 20,000 churches of all
denominations and sizes have experienced the transforming power of 40 Days
of Purpose”. Arguing that “40 days is a
spiritually significant time period”,
Warren details how Noah’s life was
“transformed” by 40 days of rain, Moses
was “transformed” by 40 days on Sinai,
and Jesus was “empowered” by 40 days in
the wilderness… a clue that the program
is more about transformation and
empowerment than faithful exegesis of
the text.

B

ut more important than the duration,
says Warren, is the direction of the 40day program. The goal is to answer the
question “What on earth am I here for?”
Warren’s answer: we are planned for
God’s pleasure, formed for God’s family,
created to become like Christ, shaped for
serving God, and made for a mission. In
keeping with these principles, a purpose
driven Church is built around the five key
goals of worship, fellowship, discipleship,
ministry and evangelism.
The action steps are helpfully alliterated. Step one urges participants to “centre” their lives on God, not themselves.
Second, it’s essential to “connect” with
other believers and experience real fellowship. Step three, “cultivate spiritual matu-

Phil
Campbell
rity and godly character”; step four, “contribute something back” by using your
talents in service; and finally, it’s time to
“communicate” God’s love to others by
learning to share your faith.
Again, these are all good things for
every person in your church to be doing.

The program is
more about
transformation
and empowerment than
faithful exegesis of the text.

Very good things. The thing that worries
me just a little is how easily a well-marketed program like this can take on a life
of its own. According to Bruce Ryskamp,
president of Zondervan Publishing,
Warren’s book The Purpose-Driven Life
“is more than a bestseller – it’s become a
movement”. Through the “40 Days of
Purpose” program, the movement has
now become a network. And now, in
churches all over the world, Rick Warren
is setting the agenda.
If your church signs up for the “40day” program, you’ll receive not only
advertising materials and Sunday School
lesson materials – most enticing of all,
your pastor gets to use the full script of
Rick Warren’s specially prepared sermons.
Sure, he may not preach them word-forword; but if for six Sundays your regular
preacher is infused with a new zing, you’ll
know why.
Of course, it’s better to have “40 days
of purpose” than no days of purpose at all.
But what next? Sure, Warren can keep
churning out programs under the “40day” banner (and there are plenty more in
the pipeline) – but the fundamental prob-

lem seems to be that we feel we need a
program like this in the first place. It’s a
poor reflection on the church at large that
we have so lost touch with the fundamentals that we need “40 days” to be reminded
of what we’re meant to be on about, every
day of the year.
So let me finish with a few concrete
suggestions. If you’re tempted to move to
the church up the road because they’re
running the “40 days” program, stay
where you are! In spite of the hype, the
program provides no magical ingredients
to fix your church – or your life.
Second, if you feel your church is lacking direction and focus, my advice is to
encourage your pastor and elders to read
Warren’s book The Purpose Driven
Church and learn some key principles of
leadership. Then, instead of importing
Rick Warren’s program, purposes, package and personality to your pulpit (more
helpful alliteration), encourage your leadership team to reflect on appropriate goals
for your church, in your situation.
Once your church is clear on the goals,
start planning events on your church calendar that are specifically goal-related –
and scrapping the things that are not. The
short term impact may not be quite as
dramatic as “The 40 Days of Purpose” –
but chances are, it may last well beyond
day 41.
Phil Campbell leads the ministry team at
Mitchelton Presbyterian Church, where
they try to plan purposeful events. Take a
look at the MPC church calendar at
ap
http://articles.mpc.org.au
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should not be so concerned with how we
are labelled but with simply fulfilling our
Christian calling whatever that might be.

Letters

Colin Gauld,
Kiama, NSW

A minister by any name

Fractured account
IAPn, hisFebruary)
letter, Allan Grant (“Father figures”,
expresses concern with use From the outset, I would like to say that I
of the title “padre” which he suggests could do not want to enter into a prolonged diabe replaced by the label “pastor”. Many
younger ministers today seem to be adopting this title for themselves instead of the
more normal “minister”. This may be for
the commendable reason that, according to
the New Testament, we are all ministers
(that is, servants) a position supported by
the leading articles in the excellent
February 2005 issue of AP. However, in
Acts 20:28-31 and 1 Peter 5:1-4 it is the
elders (and not just those who preach) who
are called pastors (that is, shepherds).
In the end it may not be possible to find
an appropriate term for those who are
appointed to preach in our congregations.
We are all priests and ministers (who are
called to serve one another), padres and
elders are all pastors (who are called to
teach, care for and protect their people) and
today there are no apostles. Maybe we

logue. Secondly, I acknowledge that no
man, save Jesus Christ, has a track record
free from mistakes – and I know that I am
no exception.
However, I would like to make some
comments on the article by Tracy Gordon
titled “Fractured Families” in the
December 2004 edition of Australian
Presbyterian. This purportedly was a report
on a book written by Morag Zwartz and
thus the absence of any additional research
by Tracy Gordon is understandable.
Usually when one researches a topic,
one attempts to ascertain the truth by
examining all sides of an issue. I find it
extraordinary that this is not the case in the
book Fractured Families – The Story of a
Melbourne Church Cult. Untruth is woven
with truth so that the warp and weft create
a grossly defective cloth. Obviously one

2005
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cannot systematically dissect the whole
book in this short communication.
In this book, I am said to be “in the
upper level of the hierarchy” in the context
of inheriting “a prophetic mantle” in this
“cult”. I am aware of this concept in the
scriptures as it relates to Elijah and Elisha.
As it relates to me, or anyone else for that
matter, I am astounded by this outrageous
assertion!
I am also astounded to read what purports to be the theology of myself and my
fellow elders in the Presbyterian Church.
My denial of what is attributed to us is on
the public record (Proceedings of the
Forty-fourth General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, 2001),
including categorical denial of “achieving
sinlessness in this life”, elevating “their own
subjective light above the objective truth of
Scripture”, etc.
The author states “The genesis of this
book came about when I was asked by a
group of ministers in the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria (PCV)…” and that
“they envisaged a follow-up to the church’s
book Fractured Fellowship published in
1999”. My view of the process and content
of Fractured Fellowship is also in the
Proceedings, GA of the PCA 2001, including the statement that “The Church and
Nation Committee convener agreed that
the information used was one-sided and
that they had not made any attempt to
obtain a balancing view from those implicated in the booklet nor had they
attempted to validate its contents”.
Additional details on this issue can be
found in appeals against the PCV
(Proceedings, GA of PCA, 2004, pages 7380). At this latter meeting, the PCV was
found to have been desiring to “exert influence outside the standards of the Church”
(Minute 40).
I am interested that the author of
Fractured Families “spent years in
Pentecostal,
Baptist,
Anglican,
Presbyterian and Methodist churches” and
yet seems to believe that others must have
a fixed opinion on everything for decades.
One can have varying degrees of agreement
and disagreement with different writers. I
am disturbed that she can quickly dispose
of other Christians with dogmatic statements, which declare that Oswald
Chambers ranges “from the foolish to the
absurd” and that Andrew Murray writes
“esoteric mumbo jumbo”. “Wesleyan holiness” and “Keswick experientialism” are
mentioned disparagingly. However, and
I’m sure with all my fellow elders at
Camberwell, I “believe the Scripture of the
Old and New Testaments to be the Word

A

of God, and the only rule of faith and practice;
and own and accept the Westminster
Confession of Faith, read in the light of the
Declaratory Statement”.
I understand how rifts in families bring pain
to both sides. However, I have difficulty
understanding how one-sided personal
vignettes, which are critical of other family
members, can bring about “closure” to those
telling their “story”. Surely this only further
widens division.
I am personally very glad that my parents
(with others) set up monthly bible studies
(later referred to as “fellowship” meetings) at a
time when droves of young people were losing
faith under the liberal teaching of the day.
Continuing until 1996, there is actually an
abundance of “good fruit”. Every one of their
descendants is a “born-again” Christian.
David L. Hare
Elder, Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Camberwell, Vic

Keep the law

CChristians
hris Balzer (AP, October 2004) rightly says
are confused about the role of the
law but this should not be so with
Presbyterians. The Westminster Confession is
clear: “The moral law doth forever bind all,
justified and others, to the obedience thereof ...
neither does Christ in any way dissolve but
much strengthen this obligation” XIX (v);
“...it forbids sin...” XIX (vi); “...nor... is it contrary to the grace of the Gospel” XIX (vii).
The moral law is the first manifestation of
the holiness of God, the character of God. The
teachings of Christ, especially the Sermon on
the Mount, is the second manifestation. If you
say otherwise you accuse God of caprice in
that He makes laws to torment man.
The Psalmist says; “O how I love thy law O
Lord...” (Ps. 119:97), yet today’s church does
not, for it is not uncommon to see women in
particular depising it, in the wearing of men’s
clothing such as trousers, or immodesty in
wearing slacks or exposing various parts of the
body such as shoulders, legs, backs and breasts
even while officiating in services. It is the duty
of the minister in such cases to publicly rebuke
such offenders for he is told to rebuke before
everyone those who sin so that others may
fear (1 Tim. 5:20).
It is little wonder the Australian
Presbyterian Church is numerically less than it
was at federation, instead of the 5 million it
should be if it was yielding its 30, 60 or 100
fold. The church needs to go back to the faith
of our fathers.
Neil Cadman,
Norman Park, Qld
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Disaster myths
What’s really needed after a catastrophe...

Rich
Moseanko

N

ews of the December 26
tsunami was almost immediately followed by news of
donation scams, inefficient
relief efforts, and good intentions gone
awry. World Vision’s relief director
Rich Moseanko sent out a list, condensed here, to help donors understand what's really needed after a major
catastrophe.
Myth 1: People can help by collecting blankets, shoes, and clothing.
In fact, the cost of shipping these
items — let alone the time it takes to
sort, pack, and ship them — is prohibitive. Since they are often manufactured for export to the West in the
very countries that need relief, it is far
more efficient to purchase them
locally. Cash is better.
Myth 2: Food and medicines must
be airlifted to the disaster site. In fact,
food is almost always available within a
day’s drive of the disaster site. Buying
the food locally is more cost-efficient,
and ensures that the food is appropriate
to local customs and tastes. Medicines
are often available within the country,
too.
India, for example, has a large pharmaceutical industry. Because medicines
are high-value, low-weight commodities, in some cases they can and must be
airlifted in to save lives.
Myth 3: If I send cash, my help
won’t get there. In fact, reputable agencies send the vast majority of cash donations to the disaster site; the rest goes
for administration, operating expenses,
and monitoring the efficiency of their
own operations. Donors have a right
and a responsibility to ask aid groups
how they will be using those donations,
and what will be done with donations
raised in excess of the need.
Myth 4: Developing countries
depend on foreign expertise. In fact,
while specialised assistance is always

welcome, most relief and recovery
efforts are carried out by local aid
groups, police, firefighters, and neighbours before international teams ever
arrive.
Myth 5: Relief needs are so intense
that almost anyone can fly to the
scene to help. In fact, volunteers without skills necessary in disaster relief
can do more harm than good, and
siphon off critical logistics and translation services. Hiring qualified disaster
survivors is much more cost-efficient
and provides much-needed employment.
Myth 6: Insurance and governments can cover losses. In fact, the vast
majority of the world’s population has
never heard of an insurance policy, and
those who have usually can’t purchase
one. Poor countries don’t have a safety
net like the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in the United
States: they can barely meet ongoing
social service needs. Disaster survivors
must bear their costs alone.
Myth 7. People are helpless in the
face of natural disasters. In fact, the
United States and Canada are proof that
tougher building codes, early warning
systems, and disaster preparedness can
save lives. Even in poor countries, communities are taking steps to mitigate the
loss of life in future emergencies.
Reprinted from Christianity Today,
ap
February 2005.
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21 Historic St John’s parish, Hobart;
with about 265 c&a (communicants
and adherents), 60 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth) and 7 e
(elders). Robert and Susan White,
Rod and Sandra Waterhouse.
22 Manly Lota home mission station,
bayside Brisbane with about 60 c&a,
65 yf and 6 e. Des and Jean Gallagher.
23 Elspeth Slater Mission Partners
(APWM) worker from Victoria back
in Piela, Burkina Faso, West Africa
serving with SIM.
24 Pray for the Moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in the Western
Region Chinese home mission station,
Bonnyrigg, Sydney; with about 90
c&a, 30 yf and 2 e.
25 Thank God for the finished work of
the Lord Jesus on the cross; pray that
it may be proclaimed so powerfully
today that many lives may be revolutionized.
26 Bruce and Jacki Hammonds as he
begins his ministry in the Tocumwal
Finley Berrigan parish in the NSW
Riverina; with about 115 c&a, 55 yf
and 9 e and John and Betty Thomson
as he supplies Bruce’s former parish of
Wollongong .
27 Rejoice in the message of the empty
tomb; pray that its declaration may
lead many to confess with Thomas
“My Lord and my God”.
28 Richard Quadrio (and Wendy), now
Colleague and Successor to Rex
Swavey in Macquarie parish, northside
Sydney; with about 125 c&a, 10 yf
and 12 e.
29 Presbytery of Hastings, NSW north
coast; 7 parishes and 2 home mission
stations totaling 18 congregations with
1340 c&a; 4 retired ministers, 1 theological candidate; John Rooimans clerk.
30 New Life church (Gunghalin – North
Belconnen parish) ACT; with about
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60 c&a, 30 yf and 3 e. Mark and
Kathryn Adams.
31 Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Carmel parish, The Gap, western
Brisbane; with about 55 c&a, 40 yf and
5 e and for its former minister David
Niven, now a Defense Force Chaplain.
APRIL
1 Para Hills Norwood parish, Adelaide;
with about 95 c&a, 40 yf and 8 e and
the Prezra training courses. Reg and
Elaine Mathews, Damien and Kelly
Carson.
2 The Presbyerian Theological Centre,
Burwood, Sydney. Its 25 ministerial/
deaconess candidates and 75 others,
and staff including its newest member
Peter Moore. John Davies principal.
3 Paul and Anthea APWM workers
from South Yarra, Melbourne, serving
with Pioneers in the middle east.
4 Cameron Wills in his exit appointment in the Tablelands parish,
Atherton, north Queensland; with
about 50 c&a, 15 yf and 5 e.
5 Granville and Denny Pillar Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Gosford NSW serving in Hungary in
university ministry.
6 The recently merged Ipswich-Esk
parish west of Brisbane; with 4 congregations and about 235 c&a, 65 yf
and 14 e. John and Jan Langbridge.
7 Brett & Ruth Richardson Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Parramatta City church serving with
European Christian Mission in Spain.
8 Presbytery of Torrens (Adelaide and
northern SA); 4 parishes and 4 home
mission stations totalling 10 congregations with 410 c&a; 2 retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction; Mary
McGregor clerk.
9 Clifton Hill-Essendon parish,
Melbourne; with about 80 c&a, 30 yf
and 4 e. Peter and Lorraine Phillips.
10 The patients, their families, staff and
management of Allowah Presbyterian

11
12
13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Children’s Hospital, Dundas, northern Sydney caring for children with
special needs. Ruth Duncan director.
Melville Korean home mission station,
Perth; with about 75 c&a, 20 yf and
1 e. Sang Eun Hong.
Sutherland parish, southern Sydney;
with about 55 c&a, 50 yf and 6 e.
Andrew and Doneale Clausen.
Charleville-Blackall home mission station, western Qld; with about 20 c&a
and 5 e. Alan Grant.
Cessnock-Kurri Kurri home mission
station; with about 80 c&a, 25 yf and
4 e. David and Nancy Hocking and
Gloucester home mission station;
with 3 congregations and about 140
c&a, 10 yf and 15 e. Both home mission stations are in the Hunter presbytery (Newcastle area).
Graham and Sue Hammond Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Victoria going to serve with Wycliffe
Bible Translators in Papua New
Guinea as centre managers.
Samoan parish Fawkner, and Pascoe
Vale, northern Melbourne; with about
70 c&a, 60 yf and 13 e. Simalu and
Urima Cowley.
Sandy APWM worker from Epping,
Sydney serving with OMF back in
East Asia where she is teaching
English with OMF .
John and Sheridan Buchanan beginning work in the East Maitland parish
near Newcastle NSW including
Raymond Terrace and Beresfield; with
about 100 c&a, 45 yf and 11 e.
Presbytery of North Queensland with
6 parishes and 5 home mission stations totaling 15 congregations with
830 c&a; 3 defense chaplains, 1 retired
minister, 1 under jurisdiction; Rudi
Schwartz clerk.
Akoreia and Elizabeth Ranguira seeking to plant a congregation in the
Campsie region, SW Sydney, and Scott
and Grace Xu, seeking to work among
Mandarin-speaking Chinese in Sydney.
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Books
Religion is for Fools
Bill Medley
Monarch Books, 2005.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Twashea quiet
first edition of Bill Medley’s book
best-seller. By word of mouth,
without the support or promotion of a
large publishing house, thousands upon
thousands of copies have been purchased
and used to bring the gospel to many people. Now RIFF has been reprinted with a
new format, new cover and a slightly
longer text.
This is a simple book that seeks to bring
the central claims of Christ to its reader. It
is not the last word on the gospel and it
does not try to bring every word that
could be said about the gospel. However,
given its aims, it succeeds admirably.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Notes from a Journey on
a Road Less Travelled
Bob Thomas
PTC Media, 2005
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington
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report to the wider Presbyterian Church
concerning the work of God in other
places and of ways our little denomination
can enter into a partnership with fellow
believers worldwide. This is recommended
reading for all members of the PCA.

The Essence of Family
Kirsten Birkett
Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

K

irsten Birkett has gained a welldeserved reputation for thinking through
issues in a Christian way, and writing helpfully on them. In turning her attention to
the family, Kirsten asserts that “God is the
essence of family”. Therefore, “history
demonstrates that the most stable and
positive way to run a society is through
families”. In the end, Kirsten comes to the
sensible conclusion that relationships cannot be legislated but governments should
not promote what is opposed to a biblical
model of family.
In a short book, Kirsten covers a
wealth of material. She knows the Bible
well, has a good grasp of history and sociology, and is well-equipped with common
sense. If you have ever wondered why the
Mafia cannot be classified as family and
why the Jewish experiment in the kibbutz
failed, this is the place to find the answers
you have been looking for.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

‘T
he Moderator General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, the Rt.
Rev. Bob Thomas, went on a journey to
Africa and the Middle East... his purpose
was to make a pastoral visit to several missionaries and to establish relationships
with sister Presbyterian Churches in the
region. He made the following notes
along the way...”
In this his latest publication Mr.
Thomas uses his outstanding journalistic
skills to bring an interesting and lively

Perspectives Old and
New on Paul
Stephen Westerholm
Michigan: Eerdmans, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

E

. P. Sanders put forward the view that
we misunderstand the apostle Paul if we
use Luther, but it is Stephen Westerholm’s

thesis that the “Lutherans” (used in a
broad sense of Augustine, Luther, Calvin
and Wesley) understood Paul far better
than Sanders thinks they did. Westerholm
claims that the Lutherans were not curmudgeons, but held to the doctrine of
original sin, justification by grace through
faith, the exclusion of any boasting before
God, good works as the result of justification, the law as that which God uses to
awaken sinners, the existence of sin in the
believer, and the irresistible nature of
grace. In Westerholm’s estimation, that
too is the teaching of Paul.
Westerholm gives a masterly and readable survey of recent interpretations of
Paul – from Wrede and Schweitzer
through to those who hold to the New
Perspective. Tom Wright mocks what he
calls “the thin, tired and anachronistic
[categories] of Lutheran polemic” which,
in his view, paints a false Paul manufactured by a false view of Judaism.
Westerholm replies convincingly that on
the issues of righteousness, works of the
law, the law itself, the concept of grace in
Judaism, and justification by faith, the traditional Reformed or Lutheran view is far
more convincing than the New
Perspective alternative.
He distinguishes between ordinary and
extraordinary dikaiosness (Westerholm
likes inventing words). Those who are
without ordinary righteousness – i.e. they
are sinners – receive extraordinary righteousness in Christ – i.e. they are
accounted as righteous by faith. That
which is unjust in one sense (Ex. 23:7; Isa.
5:23) is in fact a demonstration of divine
righteousness (Rom. 3:25-26).
One can only be grateful that this work
has been written. It brings together what
Westerholm himself has referred to as
“the diverse worlds of biblical scholarship
and reality”. Not everything that
Westerholm says on the law, for example,
is incontrovertible, but this work deserves
to take its place with those of Schreiner
and Ridderbos as antidotes to the distortions of Paul put forward by Sanders,
Dunn, Wright and their fellows. All students of Paul should read it.
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