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F

or more than two centuries several ideas have been
gaining currency among Christians that have left the
church on the periphery of responsible intellectual
existence.
On the one hand, Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834), a
theological liberal, promoted the idea that the traditional
notion of Christianity as a body of beliefs was ill-conceived.
He suggested that it was better to understand the Christian
faith as a matter of emotion, feeling and experience. True religion, he said, consisted of warm affections towards God. This
view – that Christianity is essentially a matter of feelings
rather than ideas – has gradually gained ground in many areas
of the church.
On the other hand, evangelicals have also unwittingly contributed to this trend. During the great Evangelical Revival in
the 1700s, it was common for evangelical preachers to assert
that mere intellectual assent to Bible truth was not enough.
They insisted on a “change of heart” and a “spiritual rebirth”.
This became the focus of much revivalist preaching. Jonathan
Edwards, the pre-eminent theologian of revival, once wrote:
“Our people do not so much need to have their heads stored,
as to have their hearts touched.”
However, while the Christian faith ought to engage the
believer’s emotions, it must never do this at the expense of
by-passing the mind. After all, Jesus told his followers that
they were to love God with all their minds as well as all their
hearts (Mt. 22:37). The great commandment requires
Christians to be deeply concerned about matters of truth.
And being concerned about truth means that we must be
concerned about God, human life, the physical universe, time,
eternity, value and the highest good, to mention just a few
issues. Further, the fact that the gospel calls us to reflect in a
critical way about these questions puts us more or less in the
philosophical enterprise. In other words, it is impossible for
Christians to avoid philosophy. Nor should we desire to do
so. Christians are involved in a spiritual war that is conducted
in the realm of ideas.
Our task must always be to advance the truth and to dismiss falsehood. To this end, Christians must be acquainted
with the basics of philosophy.
Peter Hastie ap
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Meeting of minds
Faith and reason, Christianity and philosophy, are allies, not enemies.

D

r J.P. Moreland is the
Distinguished Professor of
Philosophy at Talbot Theological
Seminary, Biola University, in La
Mirada, California.
With degrees in philosophy, theology
and chemistry (including a PhD in philosophy from the University of Southern
California), Dr Moreland has taught theology and philosophy at several schools
throughout the USA. He has authored or
co-authored books including the prizewinning Philosophical Foundations for a
Christian Worldview; Christianity and the
Nature of Science; Scaling the Secular City;
Does God Exist?; Immortality: The Other
Side of Death; and The Life and Death
Debate: Moral Issues of Our Times. He is
co-editor of Christian Perspectives on
Being Human and Jesus Under Fire:
Modern Scholarship Reinvents the
Historical Jesus. His work appears in journals such as Christianity Today, Journal of
the Evangelical Theological Society,
Philosophy and Phenomenological Research
and The American Philosophical Quarterly.
Dr Moreland served with Campus

J. P. Moreland
talks to

Peter Hastie
Crusade for 10 years, planted two
churches and has spoken on more than
200 college campuses. He is also a director
of Eidos Centre. He is married and lives in
Los Angeles. When he gets a spare
moment, he likes to take a book, get a cup
of coffee, and relax in nearby Disneyland.
Peter Hastie caught up with him in his
office at the seminary in La Mirada.

What do we mean by the term “philosophy”?
Philosophy is a way of using the mind
to think carefully about questions that
matter the most. As Socrates said, “The
unexamined life is not worth living.” It is
especially important in thinking about
what is real, how we know things, and
how we determine value. So, philosophy is
an attempt to think carefully about ultimate questions with the use of reason.
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Philosophy is also important because it
functions as a second-order discipline that
studies other areas of knowledge.
Philosophers can specialise in particular
areas such as the philosophy of law, the
philosophy of psychology, or the philosophy of history or education. These particular specialties are attempts to think about
the methods, quality of information, values, concepts, and view of reality that people use in these other fields.

How is philosophy different to theology?
Philosophy differs from theology in
that philosophy doesn’t begin with the special revelation of the Bible. It begins rather
with general revelation – the things that we
can perceive from the world around us.
Philosophers like to start with things that
seem reasonable and self-evident and can
be detected by our senses. Then, by using
the mind, they try to build a body of
knowledge. Along the way, they may refer
to special revelation. However, the philosopher relies mainly on the human mind and
the tools of reason and logic.

Christians find philosophy very useful
because it can help us to order our
thoughts as we try to understand the
Bible. Philosophy can assist us to understand the meaning of language and the
importance we attach to words. Naturally,
this is vital in trying to establish the real
meaning of the Bible text, which we call
exegesis. All Christian thinking begins at
this point when the individual Christian
has to wrestle with the meaning of the
words of Scripture.
However, once we understand the
meaning of a particular text, we have to
try to make sense of it in terms of the
overall teachings of the Bible. This is the
job of systematic theologians. They try to
synthesise the meaning of a number of
different texts so that they arrive at a
coherent understanding of the Bible’s
teaching. Then, having done this, they
attempt to address a range of important
questions from their findings. If a systematic theologian is to do this successfully,
he really has to use the insights of philosophy to make the logical and conceptual
clarifications that are essential to making
the meaning plain. Incidentally, that’s why
all the great theologians in the history of
the church have also been very capable
philosophers. Augustine and Calvin, for
example, were very astute philosophers.

Is there such a thing as a “Christian”
philosophy?
There certainly is. A Christian philosophy will do the following: first, it will take
as its starting-point the lordship of Christ.
This means that it will undertake philosophy from the stand-point of being a disciple of the Lord Jesus. Christian disciples
surrender their minds to Christ. Second,
it will flesh out a Christian worldview that
shows that Christianity has explanatory
power to overcome objections that are
raised against it. And, third, it will help to
apply the Christian faith to issues that the
Bible doesn’t address explicitly. For
instance, a Christian philosophy will
attempt to address current questions like
cloning and active euthanasia. There are a
lot of questions being raised today that
the Bible doesn’t explicitly address, so we
have to engage in philosophical reflection
upon the biblical text to find the answers.

How did you become involved in
philosophy?
I was saved in the ’60s – in 1968 to be
exact – during the radical unrest on
American campuses. A lot of students
were protesting about the Vietnam War.
There was also an influx of eastern reli-

gions. Ideologies were proliferating everywhere. Communists were pitching their
views. So were Buddhists. I was just a new
convert, and as I began to witness, people
asked me all types of questions. I was
faced with a range of objections against
what I was saying. I tried my best to
answer these questions, but to tell you the
truth, I had some doubts and questions
for myself.
So, as I began to mature as a Christian
I realised that a lot of the questions that I
was having trouble with were related to a
field of study that I knew nothing about.
That was philosophy. At that time I
thought that philosophy was “psychology” misspelled. But as I learned more I
realised that I needed the tools of philosophy to be able
to deal with
some of the
All the great
questions that I
was trying to
theologians in
a n s w e r .
the history of
Philosophy was
the church have
very helpful in
also been
that regard. It
very capable
showed me how
philosophers.
to develop satisfying answers to
some of the
really tough questions that people were
asking me. Some of these questions
weren’t easy – for instance, how can we
know things, what is real, what is the soul,
what is the evidence for God, and can we
believe in miracles? I was also being asked
all sorts of ethical questions for which I
didn’t have really convincing answers. So I
found that philosophy made me better
equipped to deal with people’s objections.
That’s why I started reading Francis
Schaeffer and C.S. Lewis. They are giants
in the Christian faith who were really
skilled in the use of philosophy.

Why have you felt a calling to be a
professional philosopher as opposed
to a pastor?
Actually, I think pastors ought to be
philosophers to the extent that they have
a desire to address the culture. If they are
simply teaching the Scriptures for people’s personal lives there is no need to
know a great deal about philosophy. But if
they are trying to address issues like
“What should my parishioners think
about the relationship between church
and state? What should they think about
creation and evolution? How should they
deal with the problem of evil?”, then philosophy can be a very useful tool indeed.
Francis Schaeffer was a Presbyterian min-

ister. One of the reasons why he was so
influential was that he could critique western culture. It gave him credibility.
Now, I decided to go into professional
philosophy because I felt like there
needed to be some of us who love the
Bible and were fully committed to the
Gospel who did a little bit more specialist
work. I like to think of myself as a jet pilot
who provides reconnaissance and cover
for the troops on the ground. There are
times when the battle is fierce and the
Lord’s troops need additional information
and protective fire. Philosophy can fulfill
that role. Incidentally, philosophy never
supplants the ministry of the Word. But it
certainly helps us to dismantle many of
the false ideas that become barriers to
believing in Christ.

Is it possible for a layperson to avoid
philosophy? To what extent do we all
engage in it?
People like to think that they can avoid
philosophy but they can’t. Letter-writers
in newspapers are being philosophers simply by putting their views forward. They
are doing philosophy without being
philosophers, just as people who offer
medical advice are improving people’s
health without being doctors. Maybe their
views are good, maybe not. But the fact
remains that we are doing philosophy
when we state our views about life.
The average person is talking about
philosophical issues all the time. You hear
it in everyday conversation: “the government should stay out of the bedroom;
they shouldn’t bother us when it comes to
homosexuality; marriage is OK for gays.”
On the subject of religion, people are
always passing philosophical judgments:
“You can’t know there is a God; science is
true because you can see what they are
studying; animals have souls.” Clearly, the
average person is constantly engaged in
philosophy.
The only real question is: “Does the
normal person offer responsible philosophical comments or not?”

Jesus said “Love the Lord your God
with all your mind,” and Socrates said
“The unexamined love is not worth
living”. To what extent is being a
philosopher a Christian’s duty?
If we want to improve the quality of
our lives we need to be more informed.
For instance, being better informed about
health is my duty if I want to take care of
my body. Now I may not need the
amount of information required of a doctor to do that. I certainly hope not
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because we can’t all be doctors. But, that
doesn’t mean that I shouldn’t learn a little
bit about cholesterol and how to take care
of my heart. And, to the degree that I read
up on that information, I know I’m going
to be helped. Again, I don’t need to know
as much about oral hygiene as a dentist,
but knowing something about it will certainly help me look after my teeth.
In the same way, I live in a world where
there is a clash of ideas, and I am making
truth claims. Therefore, I need to know
something about truth and knowledgeclaims. I may not have to be a professional
philosopher to understand and use these
concepts, but it will certainly help me if I
can begin to think in a philosophical manner. I could read more widely, and that
would help me love God with my mind
just like learning a little bit more about
dentistry will help me with my teeth.

In 1978, Alvin Plantinga helped to
form the Society of Christian
Philosophers. I think it has over a
thousand members of Protestant
belief. Why is there a renewed interest
in philosophy amongst Christians?
Well, we are seeing an explosion of
Christianity in the United States and
Canada at the moment. It has been unbelievable. And, since Plantinga and William
Alston (both prominent Christian
philosophers) started the Society of
Christian Philosophers, we have also seen
the formation of the Evangelical
Philosophical Society. This amazing
growth has taken place, in my judgment,
for two reasons: first, a number of very
dedicated, solid Christians who were brilliant thinkers began to do some very good
philosophical work. People like Gordon
Clark, Carl Henry, Francis Schaeffer and
Alvin Plantinga were very influential in
this regard. This had the effect of attracting other people to the field.
The second reason, in my view, is that
God providentially wanted to bring
revival to philosophy because his church
was being bullied and brutalised by powerful secular forces. So God began the
revival in the field of philosophy. That is
why I think it happened as it happened.
And, I think it has been extremely healthy.
Of course, not every Christian generation has taken a positive view of philosophy. For instance, both Tertullian (in the
second century) and Luther (in the 16th)
attacked philosophy. However, what is
often forgotten is that they both continued to use philosophy. When Luther
attacked it, he tended to be taking sides
against philosophy as it was used to pro-
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mote illegitimate views of the Lord’s
Supper. His major complaint against philosophy was that it was a bad master if it
was based on non-Christian assumptions.
But what is often forgotten is that Luther
and Tertullian both practised it. For example, Luther was using philosophy when he
tried to explain his particular understanding of the Lord’s Supper known as consubstantiation. He had to talk about the
concept in terms of certain philosophical
ideas of how a body could be in more than
one place at the same time. So I really
don’t think Luther was against the discipline of philosophy per se. What he was
really railing about was an abuse of philosophy.

Letter-writers
in newspapers
are being
philosophers
simply by
putting their
views forward.

In Colossians 2:8 Paul warns
Christians about hollow and deceptive philosophy. He says “Beware!”
Does that mean that Christians
should avoid philosophy altogether?
Was Tertullian right when he said:
“Jerusalem should have nothing to do
with Athens”?
There are three keys to understanding
Colossians 2:8.
The first one is that the phrases “vain”
and “empty” go together. Paul says,
“Don’t be taken captive – [not by philosophy – but] by ‘vain’ and ‘empty’ philosophy.” If I said to you “Watch out for the
spoiled food in the refrigerator”, does that
mean I’m against food? I can hardly be
against food per se; otherwise, why would
I qualify the type of food that I am telling
you to watch out for. If I was against food
I would say “don’t get any food from the
refrigerator”. The fact that I said “spoiled
food” means that I’m only against spoiled
food; I’m not against food in itself. The
fact that Paul says “don’t be taken captive
by vain and empty philosophy,” doesn’t
mean he’s against the discipline of philosophy. Rather, it means he’s only against a
certain kind – the “vain” and “empty”
variety.
Second, he says “don’t be taken captive
by this vain and empty philosophy”. He
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doesn’t say “don’t be aware of it”. When
he warns us about being taken captive by
empty philosophy, I think that what he
means is that we should not embrace
philosophical positions that are contrary
to the teachings of Scripture. I certainly
agree with that! But, one of the best ways
to do that is to read good philosophy.
The third thing I would note about this
passage is related to a problem that Paul
mentions in Colossians 1:19. Here Paul is
addressing a philosophical position called
Gnosticism. According to Gnosticism,
God is pure spirit and matter is evil. This
means that God cannot create the world
because that would cause Him to contaminate Himself by touching matter. So
between God and matter there is a gradation of angelic beings. They start at 100
per cent spirit and 0 per cent matter, then
95 per cent spirit and 5 per cent matter,
until you get down to where in the lower
ranks they’re 5 per cent spirit and 95 per
cent matter. These angelic hierarchies,
according to Gnosticism, mediate
between God and man. This allows God
to command the top rank of angels, but
lower down these ranks other angels bring
the world into being so that God doesn’t
contaminate Himself by getting too close
to matter.
Now the amazing thing is that when
Paul writes Colossians he says that Jesus
Christ takes the place of these angels. He
uses a technical word, pleroma, which was
well known to the Gnostics. They used it
to refer to the angelic intermediaries. Of
course, for Paul to have any idea of the
problem that he was addressing in
Colossae, he would have to have known
what word to use to offset this heresy.
This meant he would have had to have
studied their philosophy. By selecting the
word pleroma, he demonstrates that he
was well familiar with the word in Gnostic
thought. So Paul actually engaged in philosophy in Colossians 1:19 in order to
address heresy.
I believe the church has generally valued the study of philosophy. Occasionally,
when some theologians are critical of philosophy such as Tertullian, they are making the point that Christians must always
be loyal to Christ. We must never put
Plato and Aristotle over the Bible.
However, this doesn’t mean that we
should avoid Plato and Aristotle altogether. After all, the early creeds of the
church, especially the ones that focus on
Christ and the Trinity, are filled with
philosophical language.

What are the main dangers in

Christians studying philosophy?
One of the great dangers is that a
Christian could study philosophy in order
to meet his own needs. Let’s suppose, for
example, that you were abused by your
father or someone close to you in a position of authority. You feel you now have
an axe to grind against authority. You
might become interested in philosophy
and find yourself warming up to the postmodernist idea that nobody has a right to
tell you what to do. Everything is relative.
So you need to be very careful that in your
search for what you believe in philosophy,
you don’t let your own personal emotions
and needs direct you too much. If you do,
you could end up looking for views that
rationalise your godless behaviour or your
desire to be rebellious.
In addition, I think it’s easy to study
under very powerful and articulate people
who know a lot more than you. In such a
situation they can easily cast a spell over
you. And it’s easy to think, if you don’t
know a committed Christian philosopher
who can provide a more persuasive solution that is faithful to Scripture, “Oh my,
this is bad. We don’t have anything to say
to this”. So it can be threatening for a person to go to university and study philosophy if they’re out of touch with the fact
that there is a vast literature that supports
the Christian view and that there are
philosophers who can provide convincing
Christian answers.

Is pride a problem in philosophy?
Yes, pride is a terrible problem. Paul
says, “knowledge puffs up”. The solution
to that though is humility, not ignorance.
The fact is that while some people lead a
carnal Christian life because of their
prideful arrogance, there are other people
who lead carnal Christian lives because of
their prideful ignorance. I personally
know people who are ignorant, defensive
and unteachable. So the key is to maintain a humble heart; it’s not to avoid
learning.

In your experience are there any
other spiritual cautions?
Yes, there is one. For the Christian, the
goal of philosophy must always be to
become a virtuous person who’s in love
with Jesus Christ. Philosophy should
make you a better disciple. Christians
shouldn’t study philosophy so that they
can look smart and win arguments. Your
goal should be to serve people, to serve
the Lord Jesus, and to learn what the truth
is. You must always keep your aim in
mind; otherwise, philosophy becomes an

Yes, what Paul means is that there are
so many factors God takes into account
that determine His actions in history that
we would never think of some of them in
our wildest imagination. God is omniscient and is able to weigh all the relevant
factors and be wise about His actions.
There’s no way we could do that, because
we could never get our minds around all
the things necessary to make those judgments. So, yes, I think there are limits to
what we can know.

puses. I want to say that I have been able
to establish common ground and to persuade many of them to become
Christians.
However, in making this claim I don’t
want to be misunderstood. I want to state
quite emphatically that no one can
become a Christian without the Spirit of
God working in his heart. At the same
time, though, it’s important to point out
that the Spirit of God doesn’t work in a
vacuum. While it is true that people can
only come to God because He draws
them, it doesn’t follow logically that a person doesn’t need to do something to
respond, or that I don’t need to be a good
secondary cause. Even though God draws
people to Himself, this is no excuse for
me to preach poorly or to offer unconvincing arguments.
I happen to believe that the Holy Spirit
uses good preaching and persuasive arguments, as Luke reminds us (Acts 14:1).
Personally, I think it’s clear from the Book
of Acts that while Paul recognises that the
non-Christian mind is distorted, it’s certainly not eradicated. While the nonChristian mind is fallen, it is certainly not
annihilated. The doctrine of total depravity simply means that the effects of sin are
pervasive within us. There is no part of
our being that sin doesn’t affect.
However, the reformers knew that this
doctrine was not meant to be understood
in an intensive sense – as though we are all
as bad as we could possibly be. While the
effects of sin are severe upon us, they do
not obliterate the image of God in people.
The average person can still respond to
reason and that’s why Paul reasons with
people. In Acts 17, 18, 19 and 20, he is reasoning with pagans. If for one moment he
thought that their minds were so darkened that there was absolutely no common ground for discussion, he would
have simply announced the Gospel and
moved on. He would never have taken the
time to argue and reason with people, but
this is exactly what he does. So it’s obvious that he didn’t understand these doctrines in the way that some of our
Christian friends do today.

Some Christians say that since the
thinking of unbelievers is distorted
by sin, you can’t reason with them
about God. There is no such thing as
common ground in dealing with
unbelievers. Is this so?

Some Christians question the worthwhile-ness of engaging in rational
debate about God’s existence. They
say the Bible never argues the case for
God’s existence; it just proclaims it.
Do they have a point?

These people haven’t talked to many
non-believers. I have. I have witnessed to
literally tens of thousands of nonChristians, especially on university cam-

No, they do not have a point. The
Bible does not proclaim God’s existence, it
argues it. In Genesis 1 the target is not
atheism; it is polytheism. And the Bible

end in itself rather than a means to
becoming a better disciple.

The Bible says that God’s thoughts
are far above our own (Isaiah 55:9).
What are the limits of human reason?
I think it’s important to point out that
when the Bible says “my thoughts are not
your thoughts”, it’s not talking about the
inadequacy of human thought. The context of the passage makes this clear.
Actually, what God is saying is that even
after the people of Israel have been exiled,
there will come a day when they will play
an important role for all the peoples of the
world. The Israelites couldn’t see how this
could be so. They were bewildered by
God’s plan to save His enemies. It’s in this
context that God says, “My thoughts are
beyond your thoughts; I have plans for
the Gentiles’ salvation that you just don’t
understand right now.” So the passage
doesn’t teach that we are unable to grasp
any of the thoughts of God, or that we’re
not able to understand the things God has
revealed to us. It just means that there are
a whole lot of
things that God
is doing that we’ll
Paul says,
never be able to
figure out.
“knowledge

Does
Paul
mean the same
thing
in
Romans 11:33?
He says “that
His judgments
are past searching out”.

puffs up”.
The solution to
that though is
humility, not
ignorance.
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says something that is truly hideous to the
ancient mind. It says in Genesis 1 that
God gave to the tree the power to reproduce after its kind. And He gave to the
herbs the power to reproduce after their
kind. Do you have any idea how laughable
that was in the ancient world? The idea in
the Canaanite and pagan religions in the
lands around Israel was that every spring
the crops grew because the gods copulated and the seeds fell to the ground. This
was what caused the crops to grow. That
meant that every spring, the Canaanites
had to engage in frenzied ritual orgies to
induce the gods to copulate so they had
crops. Now the Bible gives us an empirical test to show that this idea is false. It
says the seed is contained in the things
themselves. God does not create life after
the first life. He allows or delegates that to
the life itself. So He creates the first trees,
and then trees reproduce. It isn’t the
deities who reproduce.
Now, if that is true, these Canaanites
can perform this test. It’s a simple test of
observation; it doesn’t require any faith at
all. If the Canaanites are right, once they
stop their temple orgies there shouldn’t
be any crops. However, if the God of the
Bible is true, they will have crops as a
result of God’s goodness. It’s just a simple
matter of observation that the God of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses is the
true God and their gods are not. The
problem is solved by a simple empirical
test.
So, I think it’s false to say that the Bible
asserts the existence of God and doesn’t
try to prove it. It does; it’s just that in
those days there were no atheists. So, the
target wasn’t atheism, it was polytheism.
The Scripture provides an empirical test to
show that the gods of the nations were
false.
In addition, I have to say that when
Christians enter into rational debate
about God in a humble, kind and honest
manner, it is an extremely effective means
of strengthening the Christian commu-
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nity and it often gives non-Christians the
impetus to seek the gospel more fully.

Have Christian philosophers reached
any agreement on how philosophy is
related to faith?
No, unfortunately they haven’t. Not
all Christian philosophers are agreed at
that point. I am one of those philosophers
who sees a connection between
faith and reason. I
don’t
regard
them as being
The Bible opposed to each
does not pro- other.
claim God’s
My
underexistence, it standing of bibliargues it. cal faith is that it
is synonymous
with trust or confidence. So when
we are talking
about faith, we are talking about confidence. Confidence is a form of skill; it’s a
form of trusting in an object of some
kind. A person’s confidence grows as they
gain more knowledge of an object. So, I
will be able to trust a car better if I know
it better. The more I learn about my car,
the more I am able to trust it because I
know what it is. Similarly, the more we
know about God, the more we are able to
place our confidence in Him. The Bible
never asks us to place our confidence in
God or His Word without some prior
basis of knowledge.
So, faith is trusting what I have reason
to believe is true. It’s an expression of my
knowledge and reason. Even Abraham,
who was asked to exercise trust in God
when there were lots of uncertainties, was
not operating completely in the dark. The
modern idea that faith is just a leap in the
dark is wrong. It’s a view that has been
spun out of a postmodern context and has
no biblical warrant at all. True faith is
more than an arbitrary choice to believe
something.

MALAWI!
Can you help APWM (Vic.) help the Church grow?
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• Rev. Colin M’Bawa
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pjburns@dodo.net.au (03) 5561 7899
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How do you explain the general drift
away from the Christian faith in our
society over the past five hundred
years? Has modern philosophy
exposed some fundamental fallacies
in Christianity?
The general drift away from
Christianity in western culture, in my
opinion, has been due to two things. The
first one is an emphasis on practical concerns as an outcome of scientific research.
This has replaced the search for truth in a
general sense. Francis Bacon (1561-1626),
the philosopher, said that the goal of science is dominion over nature. He saw that
understanding how the universe works
was the first step to mastering it. He
therefore emphasised the practical applications of science and was less interested
in deduction and theory. Well, in the modern world, science has dazzled so many
and has had such a practical impact that
people have lost their interest in truth.
They basically want to learn things for
their usefulness. This has meant that the
importance of truth has dropped into the
background. And this is one of the reasons why there has been a drift away from
Christian belief. There has been a loss of
interest in truth. Instead, there has been a
growing interest in whatever works for
the individual. And you cannot sustain
the Christian faith in a culture that
doesn’t care about truth any longer.
The second thing that has led to the
drift away from Christianity is that a lot
of people are no longer well educated
when it comes to the humanities. This is
especially so in the realms of ethics, philosophy and theology. People have this
absurd idea that scientists have somehow
discovered something that proves that we
no longer need God. I have been involved
in the professional study of science and
philosophy now for 34 years, and I’m still
waiting for what it is that science has discovered that renders God irrelevant. No
one has told me yet. But people have a
sense that there has to be something. Well,
until somebody tells me, I’ve got no good
reason to believe it. So, I think, it’s a combination of a bad education, a loss of concern about truth and a fascination in what
makes things work.

If someone wants to learn about philosophy, what are some good books to
start with?
There are a few good ones as starters:
Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis, The God
Who Is There by Francis Schaeffer and Ed
Miller’s book, Questions That Matter.
ap
They would be my choice.
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Mercy for doubters
Apologetics, or pre-evangelism, is a form of compassion.

‘Y

ou know, all this stuff about
arguments for God’s existence
and
evidence
for
the
Resurrection is interesting, and
I know there is a place for it, but I’ve never
needed it,” the pastor said as he looked in
the rearview mirror to change lanes. The
young man seated next to him remained
silent for a moment, slightly shocked by
this statement.
The pastor continued, “The people I
share the Gospel with just don’t ask those
questions. They aren’t interested in
whether truth is objective, or what ancient
historians said about Jesus and the
Resurrection, or solutions to the problem
of evil. Most people just aren’t philosophical about what they believe.”
Finally the young man blurted out,
“Really? They’re the only kind of questions I ever get!” He had come from a
family that was Christian in name only
and raised in a part of the country where
religion was typically ridiculed. When he
finally became a Christian in college, he
had to work out a lot of difficult questions
about his faith, and the unbelievers he had
contact with had been thoroughly trained
skeptics and agnostics.
Through his whole life he had been
keenly aware of the fact that the world is
opposed to Christianity on intellectual
grounds. Whenever he shared Christ with
someone, he or she would inevitably raise
some of the objections that he himself
had once voiced. From his experience, it
seemed inconceivable that a pastor could
minister without ever confronting the
same kind of opposition.

T

hese two men were engaged in two
different ministries. Both are valid
and both are necessary. The pastor’s ministry focused on evangelism, but the other
man was used by God in a separate and
distinct ministry of pre-evangelism.
Rather than first trying to lead people to
Christ, he removed the obstacles to faith.
Rather than just preaching the Word, he
spent more time using reason to explain
why objections are groundless. Instead of
asking immediately for a spiritual commitment, he sought intellectual agreement on the issues that must be understood before the Gospel can be accepted.

Norman
Geisler
For example, if someone does not
believe that God exists and that He can
perform miracles, then it makes no sense
to him to say that God raised Jesus from
the dead, because that is a miracle — a big
one! Not all people have questions of this
kind, but when they do, they need
answers before they can believe. Before
we can share the Gospel, we sometimes
have to smooth the road, remove the

Titus makes
a knowledge
of Christian
evidences a
requirement
for church
leadership.
obstacles, and answer the questions that
are keeping that person from accepting
the Lord.
The objections that unbelievers raise
are usually not trivial. They often cut deep
into the heart of the Christian faith and
challenge its very foundations. If miracles
are not possible, then why should we
believe Christ was God? If God can’t control evil, is He really worthy of worship?
Face it: if these objections can’t be
answered, then we may as well believe in
fairy tales. These are reasonable questions
which deserve reasonable answers.
Most skeptics have only heard the
questions and believed that there were no
answers. But we have some great answers
to their questions. The most important
reason for giving people answers is that
God told us to do it. Over and over, the
New Testament exhorts us to defend the
faith. 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your hearts
acknowledge Christ as the holy Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to
every one who asks you to give the reason
for the hope that you have.” This verse
says several important things.

First, it says that we should be ready.
We may never run across someone who
asks the tough questions about our faith,
but we should still be ready just in case.
But being ready is not just a matter of having the right information available; it is
also an attitude of readiness and eagerness
to share with others the truth of what we
believe.
Second, we are to give a reason to those
who ask the questions (cf. Col. 4:5-6). It
is not expected that every one needs preevangelism, but when they do need it we
must be able and willing to give them an
answer.
Finally, it links doing pre-evangelism
with making Christ Lord in our hearts. If
He is really Lord, then we should be obedient to Him by “destroying speculations
and every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and ... taking every
thought captive to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). In other words, we
should be confronting issues in our own
minds and in the expressed thoughts of
others that are preventing them from
knowing God. That is what Christian
apologetics is all about.
In Philippians 1:7, Paul speaks of his
mission as one of “defending and confirming the gospel”. He added in verse 16,
“I am put here for the defense of the
gospel” (Phil 1:16). And we are put where
we are to defend it as well.
Jude 3 declares: “Beloved, while making every effort to write to you about our
common salvation, I felt it necessary to
write to you appealing that you contend
earnestly for the faith once for all given
over to the saints.” The people Jude was
writing to had been assaulted by false
teachers and he needed to encourage them
to protect (literally “agonise for”) the
faith as it had been revealed through
Christ. Jude makes a significant statement
about our attitude as we do this in verse 22
when he says, “have mercy on some, who
are doubting.” Apologetics, then, is a
form of compassion.

T

itus 1:9 makes a knowledge of
Christian evidences a requirement for
church leadership. An elder in the church
should be “holding fast the faithful word
which is in accordance with the teaching,
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so that he may be able both to exhort in
sound doctrine and to refute those who
contradict.”
In 2 Timothy 2:24-25 Paul declares that
“the Lord’s bondservant must not be
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to
teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, so that perhaps God may grant them
repentance leading to the knowledge of
the truth”. Anyone attempting to answer
the questions of unbelievers will surely be
wronged and be tempted to lose patience,
but our ultimate goal is that they might
come to know the truth that Jesus has
died for their sins.
Indeed, the command to use reason is
part of the greatest command. For Jesus
said, “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment” (Mt. 22:37-38).
A further reason why we should
address people’s intellectual barriers to
Christianity is that God created us with
human reason. It is part of His image in us
(Gen. 1:27, cf. Col. 3:10). Indeed, it is that
by which we are distinguished from
“brute beasts” (Jude 10). God calls upon
us to use our reason (Isa. 1:18) to discern
truth from error (1 John 4:6) and right
from wrong (Heb. 5:14). A fundamental
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principle of reason is that we should have
sufficient grounds for what we believe.
An unjustified belief is just that – unjustified. Socrates said, “The unexamined life
is not worth living.” And the
unexamined
The command belief is not
to use reason worth believing.
is part of the Therefore, it is
greatest com- incumbent upon
mand: Love Christians “to
the Lord your give a reason for
God with all their hope”.
The
simple
your heart and fact is that many
soul and mind. people refuse to
believe without
some evidence, as
indeed they should. Since God created us
as rational beings He does not expect us
to live irrationally. He wants us to look
before we leap. This does not mean there
is no room for faith. But God wants us to
take a step of faith in the light – in the
light of evidence. He does not want us to
leap in the dark.
We should have evidence that something is true before we place our faith in it.
For example, no rational person steps in a
lift unless he has some reason to believe it
will hold him up. Likewise, no reasonable

person gets on an airplane that has a broken wing and smoke coming out the tailend. Belief that is prior to belief in.
Evidence and reason is important to
establish belief that. Once this is established, one can place his faith in it.
Thus, the rational person will want
some evidence that God exists before he
places his faith in God. Likewise, rational
unbelievers will want evidence for the
claim that Jesus is the Son of God before
they place their trust in Him.
There is a common misnomer among
many Christians that giving reasonable
answers to people never helped to bring
anyone to Christ. This is a serious misrepresentation of the facts. A case in point
is the great Christian theologian
Augustine. There were several significant
rational turning points in Augustine’s life
before he came to Christ. First, he was
reasoned out of Manichaean dualism. One
significant turning point here was the success of a young Christian debater of
Manicheans called Helpidius. We read
about this episode in Augustine’s
Confessions.

A

gain, at another stage, Augustine reasoned his way out of total skepticism
by seeing the self-defeating nature of it.
He explains what happened in this
instance in his tract, Against the Academics.
Finally, he again reminds us in his
Confessions that if he had not studied the
philosopher Plotinus, he would never
have been able to conceive of a spiritual
being, let alone believe in one.
Christianity is under attack today and
must be defended against attacks from
within by cults and from without by skeptics and other religions.
We have a reasonable Faith, and the
Bible has commanded that we give reasons for it. As perhaps the greatest apologist of the 20th century, C. S. Lewis, said:
“To be ignorant and simple now – not to
be able to meet the enemies on their
ground – would be to throw down our
weapons, and to betray our uneducated
brethren who have, under God, no
defence but us against the intellectual
attacks of the heathen. Good philosophy
must exist, if for no other reason, because
bad philosophy needs to be answered”
(The Weight of Glory, 50).
Dr Norman Geisler is president of the
Southern Evangelical Seminary, North
Carolina). This article is an edited version
of extracts from Dr Geisler’s book, When
Skeptics Ask, Baker 1996, and an article,
The Need for Defending the Faith, in the
ap
Christian Apologetics Journal 1996.
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Working it out
Good ethics is good business. If only people could see it...

E

nron, Worldcom, Martha Stewart
— all are associated with ethical
scandals in the past few years.
Actually, the number of companies and individuals that have ethical
clouds over them could be multiplied well
beyond those whose names have been
prominent in the news. There is a widespread sense in the general public that the
business community has lost its moral
compass and that greed is the overriding
principle governing how business is done.
“Business ethics” is widely considered an
oxymoron.
But the excesses and scandals of the
past few years have also spurred business
to realise that ethics does matter and
doing business in the right way morally
makes a difference. In a special issue of
Business Week, devoted to “25 Ideas for
the Post-Enron Setting”, at the top of the
list of these ideas was the idea of integrity.
As they put it, “Trust, fairness and
integrity matter, and they matter to the
bottom line.”
What ethical challenges do you face in
your workplace? What temptations exist
to compromise your Christian worldview? What strategies do you have for
navigating the rough ethical waters in
your company?

O

ne common strategy for dealing with
ethical challenges in the workplace is
to create two separate worlds that you
operate in — your life in the workplace
and your private life. Each sphere then has
its own set of rules and guidelines that
you follow. That is, you have one set of
moral rules for the workplace, and a different, and presumably higher, set of rules
for your private life. You realise that the
workplace is a very competitive place that
requires you to set aside some of your
Christian virtues, such as love, compassion and sometimes, even fairness. You
insist that those values are fine for private
life, but the environment of business is
such that you must play by a different set
of rules in order to succeed.
You see colleagues of yours who claim
to be Christians, but who are involved in
some very questionable business practices
and you admit that this way of compartmentalising your life is maybe not that

Scott B.
Rae
unusual. Perhaps a lot of people accept
what Albert Carr wrote years ago that “a
sudden submission to Christian ethics
would produce the greatest economic
upheaval in history”. What he meant by
that is that if a person practised Christian
ethics consistently in the workplace, he or
she would not be competitive.
Or take the statement by Ray Kroc,
founder of McDonald’s, who claimed to
be a Christian,
who said “My
priorities are God
first, family secGood ethics is
ond
and
usually costly.
McDonald’s
If it were not,
hamburgers
everyone
third. And when I
would do the
go to work on
right thing!
Monday morning, that order
reverses.” What
he meant by that
is that he had two sets of priorities, one
for the workplace and the other for private life, and a corresponding set of rules
for each.
From a Christian worldview, compartmentalising your life is full of difficulties.
The Bible is very clear that we are to live
all our lives under the Lordship of Christ.
He is the boss over every aspect of our
lives. No part of our lives is to be exempt
from His scrutiny and direction.
Following Christ is not something that
we reserve for the weekend — it is a fulltime vocation.
Hidden in the statements of Ray Kroc
and Albert Carr is the assumption that
having integrity in the workplace is not
good business, that is, it is costly to one’s
bottom-line. But most people have the
intuitive sense that that’s not true, that
doing the right thing in the workplace will
pay off somehow.
From a Christian worldview, good
ethics is always good business. This is
because from God’s perspective, what
constitutes good business is much

broader than a company’s bottom-line.
Good business from a biblical perspective
includes how you do business. The company that makes a lot of money using
immoral means or providing an immoral
product/service would be viewed by God
as a failure, regardless of the profitability
of the company. We should also realise
that just because a company or an individual has strong ethics does not necessarily
mean that they will be profitable. They
could have integrity but be incompetent
in running a business or have a lousy
product or service.

I

n the short term, good ethics is usually
costly. If it were not, everyone would
do the right thing! The Bible is full of references to the prosperity of the wicked.
The Psalmists regularly lament that the
wicked are profitable (Psalm 73:1-9).
Some of the most profitable industries
today are those which we would classify as
“wickedness”, such as pornography and
the illegal drug trade. It is also true that
the righteous man prospers too (Prov.
13:21), but in the Bible, there is no necessary connection between righteousness
and prosperity.
In the long run, however, integrity usually pays off. Here’s why: integrity builds
trust, and trustworthiness is a critical

Prezra
Bible College
and
PCA Ministries
Are YOU willing to STUDY and SERVE
in the Presbyterian Church of South
Australia?
Prezra Bible College offers the ThL
and ThA (ACT) Diplomas FREE.
Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.
Contact: Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel: (08) 8395 7841
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component in building a successful business over time. People will generally go
out of their way and sometimes even pay
higher prices to do business with people
they trust. And more importantly, they
will take pains to avoid doing business
with people they don’t trust.
One of the great myths of the business
world is that greed is the engine of our
economic system. Adam Smith, the ideological founder of capitalism, never said
the phrase that is often attributed to him
that “greed is good”. He held that enlightened self-interest is the engine of capitalism, and that the free market would never
work unless the individual participants
had the moral values necessary to restrain
their self-interest. For Smith, those came
from Judeo-Christian morality. Greed
run amok will alienate most of the parties
that are necessary to build a lasting business, such as suppliers, employees, customers and partners.

T

he reality is that trust is the engine of
our economic system. Without trust,
business relationships don’t happen and
the costs of doing business increase
astronomically. Think about all the transactions that take place every day that are
premised on trust. Literally millions of
them occur daily! Every time someone
buys something on credit, trust is
assumed. Every time you go to work,
you are trusting that you will get paid on
payday. The reason that e-commerce has
taken off in the past few years is that
more people trust that their personal and
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financial information will not be misused.
Think about how expensive it is to do
business in cultures where interpersonal
trust is low. It is not an accident that
countries and cultures where this is the
case have great difficulty attracting investment.
I got a vivid lesson in this when I met

The reality is
that trust is
the engine of
our economic
system.

Tedla. He was one of my graduate students in philosophy who came to Talbot
School of Theology from Ethiopia. A few
days after he arrived on campus, I had the
opportunity to take him out to lunch. We
went to a local popular restaurant down
the street from the school and had a
delightful time getting to know each
other better. When it came time to pay for
the meal, I handed our server my credit
card. Tedla had never seen a credit card
before, and was unfamiliar with paying for
goods or services on credit. When the
server brought the bill back, I signed it
and we got up to leave. I’m not sure Tedla
quite understood that I had just paid for
the meal.

Ministerial Vacancy
Whitfords Presbyterian Church
Hillarys, Western Australia
Expressions of interest are sought to fill the charge which will become
vacant on 1st January 2005 due to the retirement of the minister who
planted the church in the early 1980’s.
Whitfords is a dynamic church with over 100 adults and 50 children attending morning worship and a growing evening service. In addition to the
vacant position, the congregation supports a full time Youth Pastor. It is the
desire of the Session that the congregation continues to grow numerically
and spiritually across all age groups and seeks an energetic Bible focused
evangelical teacher and pastor to take the church forward.
Hillarys is a coastal suburb approx 24 km north west of Perth. It is located
in a well established and rapidly growing metropolitan area.
For further information please contact the Interim Moderator:
Rev Darrell Thatcher, 70 Coolibah Drive, Greenwood WA 6024
Ph 08 9243 0486; email thatcher@cygnus.uwa.edu.au
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He explained to me that in his country,
this was very rare. In fact, he told me that
sometimes buyers and sellers of a commodity have a routine in which the buyer
holds onto the money and the seller
holds onto the product and they both
release their grip at the same time,
thereby making the exchange. I used the
occasion as a “teachable moment” and
said that the restaurant trusts that my
credit card company will pay the bill.
Further, my credit card company trusts
that I will pay my bill when it comes in
the mail. Of course, if I don’t pay the bill,
they won’t extend me credit any longer.
But that transaction in the restaurant was
premised on trust, and without it, a good
deal of the business that is transacted
every day either would not happen, or
would be more costly and cumbersome
to transact.
Good business actually requires not
just trust, but some other important
virtues. Hard work, diligence, thrift, initiative, creativity, promise-keeping, and
truthfulness are just a few other virtues
that are at the root of successful individuals and companies. Business actually
encourages these virtues, and for long
run success, they are generally considered very helpful character traits for
which employers are always on the lookout.

O

f course, the converse is also true.
Business can encourage greed too.
In fact, the prospect of enormous payoffs in the past few years has made the
temptation to cut corners ethically very
difficult to resist. But people who act
unethically usually have difficulty staying in business and prospering in the
long run. The temptation is to get in,
make your money however you can, and
then get out.
In the past decade in the dot.com
boom, this pattern was something to
which people aspired. It’s perhaps not an
accident that the vast majority of those
companies are no longer in business
today. Such a short-term outlook, looking for a quick gain without much consideration for the long run creation of
value, turned out to be a very costly way
of seeing the world.
Dr Scott Rae is professor of Biblical studies
and ethics at Talbot Theological Seminary
in La Mirada, California. He has adapted
this article for AP from a chapter entitled
“Cheats, Challenges, and Shortcuts: Ethics
in the Workplace” in a soon-to-be-released
book, How Now Shall We Live – In the
ap
Workplace? (Tyndale).
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t’s happened again! You’ll have to
believe me that it was not because
of any planning on my part that
our 20 studies in Luke’s Gospel,
for the third month in a row, finish
with a focus on the Second Coming.
Come to think of it, it’s not a bad
truth to keep in mind whenever we
read the Gospels that all of Jesus’
teaching is best understood in the light
of that great future event. Whether we
are looking at prayer, or our relationships, or the pressure of worldliness, or
submitting to human authority, or
whatever... it helps to keep in mind
that Jesus IS coming back, that it may
be soon, and that without Him as our
Refuge it will be unbearable.

Get ready

Jesus’ description of His Second
Coming, together with the historical
record we have of the destruction of
Jerusalem in 70AD as its prototype,
are sobering realities. May He find us
all watching and praying when He
comes.
Bruce Christian

20 daily Bible studies in Luke 18-21

DAY 1

The long & the short of prayer.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:1-8

In this parable Jesus just acknowledges, without
attempting a logical solution, a problem with which we all struggle:
the perplexity of God’s providence. Simply put, the problem is this:
if God answers quickly (8), why is there any need for a parable to
urge us to persevere in prayer (1)? But if, on the other hand, there is
some value for us in developing patience, determination and perseverance through delayed answers to prayer, why does Jesus assure
us that God will answer quickly? As with many other truths in the
Bible we need to hold these things in tension, trusting God completely to guide and provide in answer to persistent prayer, even if
his “quickly” runs into years or decades.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus knows our inclination to give up in our prayers when the
answer seems to be delayed; the purpose of this parable is to address
this fault and to encourage us to be more persistent.
• The godless judge responded to “nagging”; how much more will
our loving heavenly Father who already knows what we need.
• Lack of persistent prayer is a symptom of lack of faith and may be
one of our greatest sins to be exposed when the Lord returns.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What is your Personal Best in the long-distance prayer event?

DAY 2

Standing, but no standing.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:9-14

Yesterday we saw how Jesus urges us to pray hard
and often. But there is a right way and a wrong way to enter into
conversation with our holy God. Coming in the wrong way is not
only an exercise in futility, it is worse than that – it can expose an
awful reality that we really have no relationship with the living God
at all, just when we thought we did!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus constantly exposed the grave danger the Pharisees and all
those like them are in, if they think their acceptance before God is
based on their own performance of commendable behaviour.
• The stark contrast between the attitudes of the Pharisee and the
tax collector can be seen in their unspoken gestures as well as in
their spoken words: the one stood at the front looking up, the other
grovelled at the back looking down; the one recited all his religious
achievements, the other confessed his utter unworthiness; the one
looked for praise, the other pleaded for mercy.
• No one can be justified before God by good works (Gal. 2:16).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you remember to thank God regularly that you are not like
that Pharisee? (Yes? Perhaps we need to talk!)
• Is your body language at worship consistent with your words?

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Learning from children.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:15-17

It is very rare to find a parent who does not admit
that his/her most vulnerable spot is the children. Who will not do
anything to protect his/her child? Who will not sacrifice everything
for their welfare? The parents who saw Jesus at work were right to
think that a touch of his hand would be a source of blessing for
their infants – and the Master was happy to oblige. In fact, the characteristics of young children – their utter dependency, their unqualified trust, their non-involvement in the pursuits and cares of this
world – are the very things that ought to be the marks of all those
adults who desire a place in God’s Kingdom!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus had a real “soft spot” for children, consistent with his
Father’s concern for the welfare of the weak and the vulnerable.
• The situation of young children provides an excellent picture of
what it means to be included as a member of God’s Kingdom .
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can the Church best follow Jesus’ example, using to
Kingdom advantage the genuine longing parents have for blessing
of their children? What are the pitfalls? As a practical issue, how can
we avoid being guilty of the error made by the disciples, but at the
same time maintain the integrity of covenant baptism?

LUKE 18:18-27

U

D Y

DAY 6

A man who knew what he wanted.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:35-43

Jesus’ increasing popularity was becoming a problem as He approached Jerusalem for the last time. Whereas Jesus
stayed focused on his mission, the disciples were allowing popularity to become an end in itself and didn’t want it being interrupted or
threatened by having to worry about an insignificant beggar! How
different were their priorities from those of the Master!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In Jesus’ day, begging was the only way open to the disabled.
• Jesus’ teaching/healing ministry had attracted a very large following wherever he went and his fame went before him.
• Jesus’ true identity as the promised Messiah (“Son of David”) was
recognised by many ordinary people, including the blind beggar
(Bartimaeus, cf Mk 10:46 – and his friend, cf Matt. 20:30).
• Although Jesus was obviously aware of the beggar’s need he still
wanted him to identify quite specifically what it was he wanted, just
as God wants us to do. This was really for his benefit so that the
answer would be clearly seen.
• The blind man’s resolute faith in Jesus was not misdirected.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you specific, forthright and persistent in all your prayers?
Does this help you identify specific answers to praise God for?

Ouch!.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

T

One man short.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 19:1-10

THE POINT

We all have a blind spot regarding our true spiritual
condition. The rich ruler’s problem was that his goods had taken
the place of God in his life without his realising it. If Jesus had
asked “Do you keep the 10 Commandments?” he would have happily said, “Yes”, without hesitation – and believed it! So, whereas
Jesus was direct concerning commandments 5-9 (20), he tested him
on commandments 1-4 (God first) and 10 (possessions not first) by
applying them straight to the man’s entrenched lifestyle. The verdict: Guilty! Perhaps our blind spot is in a different place.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus took advantage of the ruler’s use of “good” in his greeting
to highlight the vast gap between God and man. In one succinct
statement (19) he wanted him to see: (i) getting to heaven by being
good is not possible; and (ii) if “good”, Jesus must be God.
• The ruler really thought he kept the commandments but his attitude to his earthly possessions showed otherwise.
• We are much more attached to our riches than we realise (24f).
• As impossible as a camel getting through a needle’s eye is getting
into heaven apart from God’s merciful intervention (25-27).

• Zaccheus was an unlikely target audience for evangelism: his job
made him unpopular and his wealth made him an unlikely potential
recipient of saving grace; but Jesus knew otherwise.
• The change in Zaccheus was quite dramatic and could only be
attributed to the saving power of God at work in him, bringing him,
and his household, back into God’s covenant family.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you realised how destitute you are without God’s mercy?

DAY 5

We short people become expert at climbing things.
As Zaccheus climbed the sycamore tree he was only hoping he
might just get a glimpse of Jesus. He had no idea his whole life was
about to go through a 180º change. Sometimes our simplest, most
innocuous actions, in the hand of a sovereign God, can have farreaching consequences beyond our wildest imagination. Up to this
point the tax-collector had probably wondered what possible good
purpose God could have had in mind in making him so small; now
he knew. Abraham’s family was no longer one man short.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you part of a crowd making it hard for others to see Jesus?
• Are we inclined to make our own assessment as to who are and
who are not potential Christians and then to limit our evangelistic
efforts accordingly? Why is this dangerous?

You haven’t seen the half of it....

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:28-34

Jesus’ dismissal of the rich young ruler left the disciples a bit concerned about where they stood (and we can readily
identify with them in this!). Peter, the ever-ready spokesman,
reminds his Master of what they had given up to follow him.
Gracious and reassuring in reply, Jesus reminds them that God is no
man’s debtor and that they will be rewarded many times over for
any sacrifices they have made. But he also warned them of greater
sacrifices yet to be made (and rewards to receive!) as they came to
Jerusalem. However, the sacrifice he was talking about – his own
cruel rejection and death – was still outside their thinking.

THE POINT

DAY 8

Waiting, watching, working.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 19:11-27

In this parable Jesus makes three main points: (1)
his Messianic Kingdom was not about to happen straight away; (2)
the very people who should have participated in this Kingdom
would be rejected because of their rebellion; and (3) during the time
delay, as we wait for his Kingdom to come, we have a responsibility
to make good use of the gifts/opportunities/resources with which
he has entrusted us. All three are very significant in our understanding of the outworking of God’s purposes today.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• We have Jesus’ solemn word that any sacrifice he calls on us to
make for him he will richly repay, both here and in eternity.
• Jesus was in no doubt about the atrocious things that would be
done to him in Jerusalem because everything had been clearly foretold by the prophets and therefore must be fulfilled.
• Jesus also knew the absolute certainty of his resurrection.
• It is significant that no-one else ever called Jesus “Son of Man”; it
is a title that he alone used of himself (cf eg Daniel 7:13f).

• While anticipating the Lord’s Return (15), we should not be at all
surprised at the delay as part of God’s plan (cf 2 Peter 3).
• The Jews will be held to account for their rejection of their
promised Messiah (14, 27); God has no other plan for them apart
from their acknowledgement of Jesus as Christ (cf Zech. 12:10).
• We are custodians of everything we have, not owners; the owner,
God, will hold us all to account for how we have used the things he
has lent to us. We cannot shirk our responsibility.
• Faithfulness leads to further opportunities for faithful service;
unfaithfulness/sloth results in the loss of further opportunity.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you left all to follow Jesus? Is it worth it?

• Are you afraid to use any of the gifts entrusted to you by God?

THE PARTICULARS
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In lowly pomp ride on to die.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 19:28-38

King Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem just a
few days prior to his betrayal and cruel execution as a criminal is a
foretaste of his future coming in glory: everything goes exactly
according to God’s predetermined Plan; it is unique; those who
belong to him acknowledge him as King with praise and joy; it harmonises the powerful triumph of justice and judgement with the
themes of humility, grace and mercy; the focus is towards God’s
Holy City.

T

U

D Y

Pulling no punches.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 20:9-19

The reference to a vineyard in this parable draws
attention to the fact that it is the nation of Israel to whom Jesus is
referring (see Isaiah 5:1-7). It wasn’t rocket science for the Jewish
leaders to work out that they were the ones given responsibility for
caring for the vineyard. The OT prophets were not backward in
exposing God’s displeasure with their forebears and they were
aware of the unjust treatment to which those prophets had been
subjected for their trouble! No, they didn’t need any help to
uncover Jesus’ point in his parable of the vineyard. But there was
something even more disturbing about it. What Jesus was clearly
implying was that he was not just another prophetic voice sent from
God, he was God’s beloved Son. Such an outrageous claim required
urgent, drastic action. The irony, of course, is that they therefore
plotted to kill Jesus, which was exactly what the parable prophesied
they would do – and what their Psalm (118) also predicted. They
couldn’t seem to win.

THE POINT

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The parable of the minas formed a backdrop to Jesus finally setting his face towards Jerusalem (28); his “departure” is at hand.
• The previously unridden ass’s colt points to the uniqueness and
ground-breaking nature of the events that were taking place.
• “The Lord needs it” was a most appropriate password for appropriating the animal for its very special engagement. What better
reason could there be for taking it from its owners?
• The spreading of cloaks was a way of acknowledging royalty.
• Luke mentions the miracles as undeniable proof of Jesus’ true
identity as Israel’s promised Messiah (37-38, cf John 10:38).

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus was fully convinced that he was God’s special beloved Son;
so if he isn’t we should have nothing to do with him at all.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can we be more effective in convincing others of Jesus’ true
identity? Do you have something the Lord needs to use?

• Why did Jesus use such unambiguous, confrontational imagery in
this parable? Do we need to be more direct in evangelism?

DAY 10

Mercy weeps as Judgment acts.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 19:39-44

Luke is the only Gospel writer to give us the details
of Jesus’ emotional pronouncement of Judgement and destruction
upon the city that symbolised God’s presence among his people.
The inexcusable failure of God’s people to recognise their Deliverer
when he came would not only deprive them of the peace the Prince
of Peace could bring, it would result in spiritual blindness and the
ultimate grievous destruction of God’s City itself.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Some Pharisees were still trying to accommodate the idea that
Jesus was nothing more than a good and wise religious teacher and
that Jesus himself only saw himself in this role! (39) Jesus was
quick to point out that even Creation recognised him! (40)
• When God, to be true to his nature, is required to come in harsh
Judgement it is not with sadistic pleasure but in pain and tears.
• Jesus’ prediction of what would happen was verified in 70 AD.
• Are you still resisting the truth that Jesus was self-consciously
both God and man, the Creator God himself come in human form?
• What is the basis for God’s rejection of Israel, his “covenant” people? What does this tell us about the only plan God has for them in
the time leading up to the final Judgement Day?

DAY 11

Desperate men.
LUKE 19:45-20:8

That John the Baptist’s, and now Jesus’, ministries
were evidence of God coming among them in power was unquestioned by the common people. What, therefore, Jesus did in the
Temple, as far as they were concerned, was valid, and even long
overdue (although he had also done the same thing at the beginning
of his ministry, John 2:12ff). It was only the religious leaders who
questioned his authority and right to act because it undermined
their position; but they were powerless to do anything because of
the pressure of opinion in the light of events. They were truly desperate men. Jesus had no trouble exposing their hypocrisy.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus was able to apply Scripture to expose the extortion being
practised by the money-changers who were taking advantage of the
common people by abusing the requirements of Moses’ Law.
• Even a direct challenge to Jesus by a large delegation from the
Jewish religious leaders backfired on them; the way they had treated
John the Baptist was now exposing their weakness.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Can our own vested interests cause us to run the risk of not
recognising where God’s power is at work in the Church’s life?
• Can we be guilty of taking advantage of others’ vulnerability?

A thought for your pennies.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 20:20-26

The stratagem of trying to trip up your opponents
with trick questions that will get them into trouble and hopefully
bring them down is not just a device of modern media/politics.
Jesus’ popularity with the people, and the Jewish leaders’ lack of
popularity with them, as well as Jesus’ own exemplary life, made it
impossible to pin anything on him “internally”. Perhaps they could
use the existing “external” clash with Rome to their advantage?
Jesus not only defuses their scheme, he also takes the opportunity
to lay down some important principles about Church-State relations for the benefit of his ongoing Church.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

THE PASSAGE

DAY 13

• The universal fallenness of human nature should make us wary of
any representations of those opposed to the Gospel. Jesus warned
us about wolves in sheep’s clothing! (Matthew 7:15)
• Jesus’ teaching here forms the basis for Paul’s more thorough
treatment of the vexed question of Church-State relations in
Romans 13:1-7. We should note that historically in both cases the
State was in the hands of ruthless, unsympathetic tyrants!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What mistakes has the Church made in the past in applying (or
failing to apply) Jesus’ teaching here? What dangers are there?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

All things new.
LUKE 20:27-40

The Sadducees were not as numerous or influential
as the Pharisees and therefore would not have felt so threatened by
the life and teaching of Jesus. Their questioning of Jesus here would
have been motivated more by a desire to score a point against the
Pharisees than by antagonism towards Jesus. They observed Jesus’
brilliant debating skills and hoped that his opposition to their theological opponents might bring him in on their side. They thought
their argument against life-after-death using the teaching of
Deuteronomy 25:5ff was pretty watertight but Jesus used the
opportunity to clarify some important points about both the reality
and the living arrangements of heaven.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Although not practised very much, Jesus did not denounce the
provision God had made for a man dying childless to have offspring
posthumously by his brother marrying his widow.
• Marriage is God’s gracious provision for our life on earth, to meet
its needs; but heaven will be different, with other different gracious
provisions to meet appropriately all our needs there.
• Jesus showed from the OT the reality of resurrection to life.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you looking forward to heaven? On what basis?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

November 2004 • 1 5

B
DAY 15

I

B

L

E

S

My ways are not your ways.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 20:41-21:4
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DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

Absolute last warning.
LUKE 21:20-24

In his mercy, God gave the Jews almost 40 years
after the resurrection of Jesus (the clear proof he was their
promised Messiah – cf Acts 17:31) to repent and be saved. While
many did, and so heeded the warning to flee Jerusalem, the vast
majority refused and suffered the genocidal slaughter inflicted by
the Romans in 70AD, just as Jesus predicted in these verses. This
was God’s ultimate judgement upon his people for their failure to
recognise his coming among them (cf 19:44). It was not to be a
mere disciplinary measure like the destruction/exile in 586BC which
was followed by their return and restoration after only 70 years.
This was to be permanent; the holy city would be desecrated by
Gentiles until the culmination of history when Jesus returns.

THE POINT

As was evident with the question of marriage in
heaven, if we try to understand heavenly truths and realities in
purely earthly categories it will only lead to confusion at best, and at
worst a complete misunderstanding. In today’s passage we have
three examples of this: (1) It is true that Messiah is the “Son of
David” (as Jesus himself certainly was, cf 1:27,32 etc) but not in the
sense of being inferior, or as the military leader of an earthly realm,
but as the true King to whom David was only a pointer; (2) If we
fashion leadership and status in the Church on a worldly model we
are headed for disaster and rejection; and (3) Unlike the ways of the
world, God is interested in what we hang on to, not in what we give
away; he wants our hearts, not our money.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• That Jesus is the descendant of David is true, but is only part of
the full picture; Jesus is the reality of which David is a shadow. Both
these aspects are present in the OT, especially the Psalms.
• Vestments, status and titles can be very dangerous and misleading.
• Man looks on the outward appearance but God on the heart.

• The lead-up to the destruction of Jerusalem from 68AD gave the
Jewish Christians ample time to heed their Master’s warning.
• The final destruction of the Temple and desecration of the City in
70AD was exactly according to prophecy (22, cf Daniel 9:26f).
• Jesus’ emotion is evident in his reference to the fate of pregnant
women and nursing mothers in the light of his comments in 18:15f.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are there aspects of your Christian/Church life that need a bit of
readjusting in the light of the point Jesus is making here?

DAY 16

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What is Israel’s only hope for peace before the Lord’s Return?

DAY 19

Tower & temple fall to dust.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 21:5-11

We have been seeing how a heavenly way of thinking is vastly different from a worldly outlook. The imminent
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem is symbolic of this. The
world sees it as majestic and beautiful, wonderfully displaying the
glory of God to human eyes. But it is doomed to destruction,
along with all in which the world puts its confidence. As followers
of Jesus we need to redirect our focus – to things that will last. The
final culmination of all this will be the Return of Christ; in the
meantime there will be signs and wonders that point to its reality, of
which the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem (70AD) will be
the most dramatic, pointing to the final devastation/victory.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PASSAGE

The disciples had asked Jesus about the apocalyptic
events connected with the destruction of the Temple (vs 7). Just to
speak about that event without a wider reference to his Coming in
the clouds in glory and power, for which 70AD was intended to be
a sort of “warning shot”, would not do justice to either; so Jesus
expands his description to include both. This also serves to highlight their similarities, in both effect and purpose. The intense outpouring in Judgement of God’s wrath on all those persisting in
rebellion against his gracious provision of a Saviour will be devastating; the bringing to an end of an era will be final. In 70AD the
Jewish nation forfeited for ever its privilege as God’s covenant people and the vehicle of his redemptive purposes; the events and subsequent history bear this out. When Jesus returns, the Church’s
work throughout the Gospel Age will be finished. So there’s a clear
sense in which they are two manifestations of the one event, and to
see the one is to see the other, hence vs.32.

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

• The Second Coming of Jesus will be the culmination of all God’s
purposes in human history, with global and cosmic implications.
• In the midst of the terror, the redeemed will be vindicated (28).
• Are you standing firmly on God’s eternal, infallible Word?

Dead, but not bald!.
LUKE 21:12-19

LUKE 21:25-33

THE POINT

• It would have been hard, even for Jesus’ disciples, to come to
terms with the idea that the magnificent Temple, the symbol of
God’s presence among his people, might be so utterly destroyed.
• Jesus was preparing their hearts and minds to face the inevitable
disasters that lay ahead, and to start thinking in eternal terms.
• Jesus only gave signs, not times; they would include false teachers,
international warfare, and natural and cosmic disasters.
• Does this passage help you put present events in their context?

Christ is surely coming.

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Watch + pray = stand.
LUKE 21:34-38

Our theme over the last few days has been training
ourselves to see things from the perspective of heaven/eternity
instead of earth/time. This is borne out very well by some words of
Jesus in today’s passage: “ ... they will put some of you to death ...
but not a hair of your head will perish” (16, 18). From a heavenly
perspective we are perfectly safe, right down to the smallest detail of
our lives; from an earthly perspective we will be tortured, perhaps
even to death! We will be dead, but not bald!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The followers of Jesus, because they are followers of Jesus, can
expect harsh treatment from the world, even (or perhaps especially)
from the religious world (12, 17, cf John 15:18-25).
• Persecution provides an excellent opportunity for witnessing.
• We don’t need to worry about what to say under the pressure of
persecution because Jesus will give us the right words to speak that
will completely confound and silence our opponents.
• Our persecutors may include very close family and friends.
• Life is assured for all those who stand firm in the face of death.

• We need to act positively to stop ourselves becoming so absorbed
in the world with its cares and pleasures and its power to lure us to
excesses, which deaden our sensibility and play havoc with our conscience, that we end up facing the Judgement unprepared.
• No living person will be exempt from attendance at Judgement
Day; it will be a universal, compulsory event with no excuses.
• Only those who watch and pray will be able to escape the impact
of God’s wrath, to stand before the Judge, Jesus the Son of Man.
• Jesus himself exemplified what he taught: he spent each night at
his usual prayer retreat on the Mount of Olives (cf 22:39).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do we see a correlation in the world today between persecution
and Church growth? Why are western churches so weak?

• Our whole society/lifestyle requires us to plan for the future.
How can we fit Jesus’ instruction here into this necessity?

THE POINT

1 6 • AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N

The gravity of Jesus’ words concerning the future
Judgement was not lost on his hearers, and should not be lost on us.
They rose early every morning to go to the Temple in order to hear
what he had to say. Jesus in turn was concerned for them, and for
us, that their/our preoccupation with worldly cares would not result
in their/our being caught unawares when the time comes, as suddenly it will. Then there will be no escaping!

THE PARTICULARS
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Across
Australia
150 years of witness

TElizabeth
he Jean Flynn Memorial Church in
(SA) marked 150 years of presbyterianism in its area in October. It is
currently vacant but is seeking a change of
status from home mission station from
the Presbytery of Torrens so that it might
call a minister after selling its manse that it
might do so.

Growing church

Ttionhecontinues
Sunraysia (Mildura, Vic) congregato develop under the ministry of Rev. Mike Willsmore. New families have joined the church with the result
that the whole of the fellowship is
strengthening and developing. Mr
Willsmore also serves with the PIM South
West NSW Patrol. The Lord has opened
the way for many new contacts to be
made in the patrol area as well as bringing
a number of opportunties to teach
Scripture at small and isolated schools.
Geelong West (Vic) has seen attendances double this year (David Assender

E

W

S

home missionary working with Professor
Allan Harman, Moderator of the parish),
with 16 regularly attending the weekly
Bible study. A youth group has been established and renovations of the church property will help with future outreach events.
The Victorian General Assembly
commended
the
Upper
Yarra
(Warburton) congregation on its numerical and spiritual growth under the leadership of Tony Archer. The congregation
has been upgraded from a home mission
station to be a fully sanctioned charge.

Reason to rejoice

T

wo home mission stations in the
Presbytery of Melbourne West are rejoicing at growth. Richard Jeganathan at
Scots Church, West Footscray, has seen
the congregation grow as a number of the
regular members of the congregation are
sharing their faith. The Sunday school is
also growing. At Wyndham, Shane
Cassidy, who took the post in February,
has visited every member of the congregation, started a men’s fellowship group and
has seen attendance rise from an average
of 25 per Sunday to 40. There have been
two baptisms, and 13 people received into
membership.
The Castlemaine (Vic) congregation

(John Gething home missionary) has
grown by seven new people in recent times.

New station

T

he Presbytery of Kilnoorat in western
Victoria has approved the formation of a
new home mission station in the northern
“growth area” part of Warrnambool. It is
anticipated that services will begin (using
local supply) in February 2005 at King’s
College. The Moderator of the new station is Rev. Barry Oakes of Noorat.

Introducing God to Ballarat

A

s a result of the recent visit of Rev.
Dominic Steele to Melbourne, promoting the Introducing God evangelistic
programme, the Ballarat Presbytery
bought 10 copies with a view toward
seeking to stimulate and resource more
outreach by its charges and home mission stations.

Colac return

Cministry
olac (Vic) is rejoicing in the part-time
of the Rev. Marvin Hagans who
was received (back) into the Presbyterian
Church at the recent General Assembly
of Australia held in Sydney.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N
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Lecturer appointed

Around
the World

Aebrations,
s part of its 150th anniversary year cel- The 2004 PCQ Assembly appointed
a small team from South Yarra Rev. Wesley Redgen, collegiate minister
(Vic), along with a family from St. John’s
Bendigo travelled to the Port Augusta
(SA) congregation to be involved in a
week of mission and helping raise the profile of church in the town in late
September. Nearly 600 homes were visited, a children’s meeting and bible study
were held as well as two Sunday services
(at Port Augusta and Whyalla). Some
new friends attended church and much
encouragement was experienced. The
mission week also included a focus on the
work of the PIM patrol (Barry and
Cheryl Rossiter) and a visit was made to
the historic Smith of Dunesk Mission
Church at Beltana to the north of Port
Augusta.

Welcoming service

at Ipswich (Qld), as New Testament lecturer at the Reformed College of
Ministries in Brisbane. Mr Redgen is a
graduate of the Sydney Missionary and
Bible College and the PCQ’s theological
college. He is working on his Ph. D, and
takes up his new appointment in January.
Rev. Peter Richardson is retiring.
The assembly also appointed Mr Keith
Booker, the general secretary of the
PCQ, as treasurer, replacing Ron
Pilkington who resigned after 17 years as
treasurer. Rev. Ron Clark, assistant minister at Ann Street, was appointed clerk
of Assembly on the retirement of Dr Ken
Gardener.

37 years in Townsville

Rev. Hugh Gallagher retired from St
AReservoir
welcoming service was held at the Paul’s Townsville (Qld) at the end of
Church by the Presbytery of August. Mr Gallagher was inducted into
Melbourne North and the congregations
of the Hume Parish on 1 October for the
new minister of the Hume charge, Rev. C.
Scott Kroeger. The message was brought
by Rev. Andrew Venn (RingwoodHeathmont) with special music being
provided by Alex and Jess Venn.

Appointments

the charge in 1967.

Olympic heroine

D
eborah Lovely of the Ithaca (Qld)
congregation went with the Australian
Olympic team to Athens as part of the
women’s weighlifting team.

No to gay elders

TNewhe Zealand
General Assembly of Aotearoa
in September voted by a 63
per cent majority that anyone in a sexual
relationship outside of marriage between a
man and a woman will not be accepted in
the ministry or eldership of the
Presbyterian Church. This rule is consistent with a mainstream understanding of
Scripture, and with the Assembly decisions of 1985 and 1991.
Earlier in the day, two proposals to
have a more permissive policy gained only
about 37 per cent. One of these was the
Council of Assembly proposal.
Because of issues of employment law
and “natural justice”, and the perception
that any “witch hunt” should be avoided,
the provision was not made retrospective.
Under the two-stage process of decision-making, the ruling will need to be
confirmed by the presbyteries and then by
the 2006 Assembly.
The NZ assembly also pulled back
from proposals to change the church’s
constitution, in relation to either the
Supreme or Subordinate Standards.

Overseas service
Religion growing
R
ev. Paul Bloomfield has been
appointed full-time chaplain to Braemar Two members of Chatswood (NSW) More people in the world hold strong
Presbyterian Homes for the Aged in have moved into Christian service over- religious beliefs than ever before, despite
East Fremantle-Bicton (WA).
Rev. Morrie Cropper, assistant minister of Mitchelton (Qld), has accepted a
call to Gosford (NSW). The Croppers will
begin their new ministry early in 2005.
Rev. Dr Granville and Mrs Pillar were
recommissioned at Gosford congregation
for missionary service in Hungary at a special worship service at the end of August.
Rev. David Griffin from the PCNSW
has been inducted into The Leigh (Vic)
parish. Rev. Glenn Samuel of
Mudgeeraba (Qld) has accepted a call to
Terrigal (NSW). The only vacant charge
left in the Presbytery of the Central Coast
is Toukley, whose Interim-Moderator is
Rev. Robert Boase (02 4388 1124).
Albert Cornelius Meeuwissen and
Albert Stewart Millar have been ordained
and inducted into Woori Yallock (Vic).
Johan duPlessis, Stephen Everest,
John Ireson and Stuart Sharman have
been ordained and inducted into Donvale
(Vic).

seas. Chandra Smith has gone to
Ecuador and Nicolle Thornburrow travels to Honduras next month. Both will be
involved with children’s ministry.

Child protection

T

he PCNSW’s Child Protection Unit
has produced resources that can be used
by congregations to focus on the care of
children in churches and communities.
The material is available on CD, or in
hard copy (for $5) or free on the CPU’s
website. More details can be obained
from Elizabeth McClean, the director of
the CPU (02) 9690 9324, email
emclean@pcnsw.org.au,
web
site
www.pssd.org.au.

Vale

AlateP Rev.
has been advised of the death of the
William Charles (Bill) Palmer
of NSW on 12 June 2004.
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less importance attached to religion and
declining attendance at religious services
in virtually every advanced industrial society, according to a new report.
Sacred and Secular: Religion and Politics
Worldwide is published by ISR research
scientist Ronald Inglehart, who directs
the World Values Surveys, and Harvard
political scientist Pippa Norris.
Inglehart and Norris explore the reasons behind the enduring vitality of religion in the modern world. They look at
the continued popularity of church-going
in the United States and the emergence of
New Age spirituality in Western Europe.
They study the surge of fundamentalist
Islam in the Muslim world, the evangelical
revival sweeping through Latin America,
and the intractability of widespread
ethno-religious conflicts around the
world.
The secularisation sweeping the West is
linked with a sharp decline in human fertility rates: women in advanced industrial

N
societies, on average, have as few as 1.2
children during their lifetime, while
women in low-income countries, which
tend to be much more religious, have as
many as five or six children. As a result,
the proportion of the world’s population
with traditional religious values is growing, not shrinking.
But even in advanced industrial societies, Inglehart emphasised, evidence
from the World Values Surveys indicates
that a growing percentage of the public
spends time thinking about the meaning
and purpose of life. “Organised religion is
losing its grip on the public, but spiritual
concerns, broadly defined, are taking on
growing importance.”
Worldwide Religious News

Buddhists turn right

I

nglehart and Norris’s book also presents
intriguing, counterintuitive findings
about the relationship between specific
religions and political and social worldviews. For example, 64 per cent of the
Buddhists in the worldwide sample say
they lean to the right politically. By comparison, just under half (48 per cent) of
Hindus and Protestants say their political
views lean to the right, followed by 47 per
cent of Catholics, 46 per cent of Muslims,
41 per cent of Jews, 38 per cent of
Orthodox Christians and 36 per cent of
those with no religious affiliation.
The findings also show that Muslims
are much more likely than Protestants to
subscribe to the values associated with
the Protestant work ethic. “Protestants
today display the weakest work ethic of
any of the major religious denominations,” Inglehart said. “An important reason is that Protestants are likely to live in
rich nations, where people place the
greatest importance on leisure, relaxation
and self-fulfillment outside of work. In
poorer developing nations, where
Muslims are likely to live, work is essential for life and people place a high
emphasis on its value.”
Worldwide Religious News

Pastors’ loss at Beslan

W

hen Chechen rebels seized an elementary school in Beslan in early September,
taking more than 1000 parents and children hostage and killing more than 300,
two Christian pastors also lost sons and
daughters. Both pastors are affiliated with
an indigenous ministry supported by
Christian Aid. One pastor lost four of his
five children, with the fifth still in hospi-

E

W

S

tal. The other pastor had one child killed
and his other is still missing.
Mission Insider

workers. They are reaching thousands of
tribal people. Yet many face constant
opposition by Islamic neighbors or fearful
followers of animist religions.

Gospel amid flood

Still under God

D

ue to unusually heavy monsoon rains
and melting of mountain snows,
Myanmar has experienced a bout of
intense flooding in recent weeks.
Hundreds of homes have been destroyed
along the Ayeyawaddy River in central
and south-west Myanmar, displacing hundreds of families.
Many flood victims are trying to survive on upper floors of buildings, living in
dangerously unsanitary conditions with
their pigs, dogs and even cattle. Travel is
only possible by boat. According to victims, authorities not only cannot relieve
their suffering but are threatening villagers not to say anything to outside
sources.
Indigenous ministries are shouldering
the burden of caring for flood victims,
providing food, warm clothing and clean
water for displaced families. Native missionaries are also seizing the opportunity
to preach the hope of Christ. One gospel
worker recently shared the message of salvation from a boat as he traveled a flooded
area. He reports: “Many boats came
around and listened, and over 30 people
raised their hands to accept Christ.”
Mission Insider

Fruit in Benin

I

ndigenous ministries in Benin are working to reach tribal groups with the gospel.
Despite hindrances of Islam and demonic
worship, their efforts have produced fruit.
One tribe being reached is the Tchito, in
southern Benin. Since January, missionaries have worked to establish a presence
among this people. At first, they faced
obstacles of animistic superstitions and
the ever-growing competition of Islam.
Though evangelical churches had a small
presence among the Tchito, they were
constantly struggling against enemies of
the gospel. Missionaries tell Christian Aid
that due to extreme poverty and oppressive spiritual darkness, the people lived “in
so much despair that they do not believe
in happiness”.
Native missionaries have mobilised the
few Tchito believers they found to pray
regularly for their fellow tribal people.
Churches have begun to grow; a training
and discipleship program has been started
to provide spiritual support for struggling
Christians and to raise up new gospel

Tprotect
he US House of Congress has voted to
the words “under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance from further court
challenges. The legislation, promoted by
conservatives, would prevent federal
courts, including the Supreme Court,
from hearing cases challenging the words
“under God”, a part of the pledge for the
past 50 years.
Democrats said majority Republicans
were debasing the Constitution to force a
vote that could hurt Democrats at the ballot box. Supporters insisted Congress has
always had authority to limit federal court
jurisdiction, and the legislation is needed
to protect an affirmation of religion that is
part of the national heritage.

Mass “not idolatry”

Tmasshe ofHeidelberg
Catechism describes the
the Catholic Church as a “denial
of the one sacrifice and suffering of Jesus
Christ and a condemnable idolatry”. After
a study of current Catholic doctrine and
practice, a Reformed Churches study
committee has concluded that official
Catholic teaching does not deny the sacrifice of Christ nor constitute idolatry. The
recent Christian Reformed Church of
North America synod, however, was not
happy with the wording of the recommendations. It did agree that the
Cathechism’s declaration that the mass
was “condemnable idolatry” had to be
changed. Existing statements, it said, were
no longer accurate, but asked the committee for revisions to be presented in 2006.
Trowel and Sword
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Alert, not alarmed
The best way to keep the enemy out is to keep Christ in.

H

uman nature tends to excesses
by a kind of evil magnetic attraction. We instinctively run to one
of two extremes, and that is why
we are so often in error.
A proof of this propensity to extremes
is seen in the attitude of the average
Christian toward the devil. I have
observed among spiritual persons a tendency either to ignore him altogether or
to make too much of him. Both are
wrong.
There is in the world an enemy whom
we dare not ignore. We see him first in
Genesis 3 and last in Revelation 20; which
is to say that he was present at the beginning of human history and will be there at
its earthly close.
This enemy is not a creation of religious fancy, not a mere personification
of evil for convenience, but a being as
real as man himself. The Bible attributes
to him qualities of personality too
detailed to be figurative, and reveals him
speaking and acting in situations hard
and practical and far removed from the
poetic imagination.
The devil is declared in the Scriptures
to be an enemy of God and of all good
men. He is said to be a liar, a deceiver and
a murderer who achieves his ends by guile
and trickery. Because he is a spirit he is
able to “walk up and down in the earth” at
his pleasure. While he is not omnipresent
(omnipresence being an attribute of God
alone) he is ubiquitous, which for his purpose amounts to the same thing.

T

he enemy bears many names, among
them being the dragon, the serpent,
the devil and Satan. In addition to this one
supreme evil being there are demons,
“principalities”, “powers”, “rulers of the
darkness of this world” and “wicked spirits in high places” which operate under his
direction. How successful this band of
cosmic outlaws has been is written into
human history with a pen dipped in
blood. The havoc they have wrought in
the earth is so frightful as to exceed all
power of description. Every newspaper,
every news broadcast is a proof of the
existence of that evil genius called the
devil and his band of vicious spirits dedi-

A.W. Tozer
cated to destruction.
Satan hates God for His own sake, and
everything that is dear to God he hates for
the very reason that God loves it. Because
man was made in God’s image the hatred
with which Satan regards him is particularly malevolent, and since the Christian is
doubly dear to God he is hated by the
powers of darkness with an aggravated
fury probably not equalled anywhere else
in the moral universe.

Because man
was made in
God’s image,
Satan’s hatred
for him is
particularly
malevolent.

In view of this it cannot be less than
folly for us Christians to disregard the
reality and presence of the enemy. To live
in a world under siege is to live in constant
peril; to live there and be wholly unaware
of the peril is to increase it a hundredfold
and to turn the world into a paradise for
fools.
While we must not underestimate the
strength of the foe, we must at the same
time be careful not to fall under his evil
spell and live in constant fear of him.
“We are not ignorant of his devices.” If
he cannot make skeptics of us he will
make us devil-conscious and thus throw
a permanent shadow across our lives.
There is but a hairline between truth and
superstition. We should learn the truth
about the enemy, but we must stand
bravely against every superstitious
notion he would introduce about himself. The truth will set us free but superstition will enslave.
I know Christians so engrossed with
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the fight against evil spirits that they are in
a state of constant turmoil. Their touching effort to hold the devil at bay exhausts
them nervously and physically, and they
manage to stay alive only by frantically
calling on God and rebuking the devil in
the name of Christ. These are innocent
spiritists in reverse and are devil-conscious to a point of being borderline neurotics. They grow sensitive and suspicious
and always manage to locate an evil spirit
as the cause back of everything that irritates them; then their hackles stand
straight up and they begin to order the
devil about in a loud voice, but their nervous gestures tell how deeply frightened
they are.
The bad thing about all this is that it is
contagious and will soon turn a joyous,
worshipful congregation into a crowd of
scared and jumpy persons, nervous and
completely unhappy.
The scriptural way to see things is to
set the Lord always before us, put Christ
in the centre of our vision, and if Satan is
lurking around he will appear on the margin only and be seen as but a shadow on
the edge of the brightness. It is always
wrong to reverse this — to set Satan in the
focus of our vision and push God out to
the margin. Nothing but tragedy can
come of such inversion.

T

he best way to keep the enemy out is
to keep Christ in. The sheep need not
be terrified by the wolf; they have but to
stay close to the shepherd. It is not the
praying sheep Satan fears but the presence
of the shepherd.
The instructed Christian whose faculties have been developed by the Word and
the Spirit will not fear the devil. When
necessary he will stand against the powers
of darkness and overcome them by the
blood of the Lamb and the word of his
testimony. He will recognise the peril in
which he lives and will know what to do
about it, but he will practise the presence
of God and never allow himself to
become devil-conscious.
This extract is taken from A.W. Tozer’s Born
after Midnight (Christian Publications,
ap
1989).
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A welcome change
Some improvements are easy, some hard. Let’s make them anyway.

A

ccording to recent reports, global
hamburger giant McDonald’s is
planning to copy the old cornerstore strategy of selling newspapers, milk and bread in a bid to attract
more customers.
“Our whole strategy is focusing on
customers and what customers want,”
says McDonald’s CEO Guy Russo, “and
it may not come between two pieces of
bun.” If the customer wants to buy it,
McDonald’s wants to sell it.
Now don’t get me wrong. Customercentred marketing strategies have no place
in church. But perhaps good old fashioned “other-person-centredness” does.
And maybe – just maybe – it might be
time to ask some tough questions about
how what we do in church is perceived by
visitors and newcomers. Maybe it’s time
to simply stop being selfish?
The past 20 years have seen the growth
of a number of “church models” which
place a high value on engaging “spiritual
seekers”. At Chicago’s Willow Creek
Community Church, Bill Hybels pioneered specialised “seeker services” with
high intensity music and drama designed
to hook the typical “unchurched Harry
and Mary”. Hybels’ worthy goal is to turn
“ordinary unchurched people into full
devoted followers of Jesus”. Meanwhile,
established Willow Creek members are
expected to attend an entirely separate
service for “believers”, on the assumption
that seekers and believers have entirely
different needs.

O

n the other extreme, more traditional
denominations have little or no
regard for seekers or newcomers – an
issue hotly debated at the recent Anglican
General Synod in Perth. Bishop Andrew
Curnow was blunt in his criticism of the
unwelcoming nature of churches – the
confronting rituals, cold welcomes at the
door, and the “undrinkable coffee”. He
urged Anglicans to have an open view of
church planting and “have a go at anything that will work”.
But what if you didn’t have to go to the
McDonald’s extreme of “having a go at
anything that will work” – but you were
prepared to make at least some key
changes? What if you could change the

Phil
Campbell
“unwelcoming nature” of churches in a
few simple steps that were consistent with
the gospel? For starters, let’s get rid of the
undrinkable coffee – if you’re saving a few
dollars by serving Caterers Blend, Pablo
or International Roast, throw it out and
invest in a large
jar of Nescafe or
If you’re Moccona. Better
saving a few still, brew up a
dollars by great-smelling
serving cheap pot with freshly
coffee, throw ground beans.
That’s
the
it out and
easy part. The
brew up a rest require some
great-smelling real change. And
pot with it might be
freshly ground painful. But what
beans. if we were convinced that newcomers, seekers,
and long-term Christians could all grow
in the same soil? What if all we had to do
was make sure our church meetings
made sense – that our teaching was made
understandable and clear? What if we
did our best to be open to newcomers
each week, and made sure they could
follow what was happening so they’d
feel genuinely welcome? The results
may well be revolutionary. And will
long-term Christians shrivel under this
fat-reduced, jargon-free diet? Not at all.
On the contrary, they’ll grow by hearing
the Bible taught in straightforward, plain
English, and they’ll learn to be outward
looking.
Here are some simple things to work
on.
• Be alert. Scan constantly for arriving
newcomers.
• Be sensitive. Some people don’t want to
be swamped with attention when they
come to church for the first time. Read
their body language, and be sensitive to
cues. Respond to their preferences rather
than your “prepared script”.

• Avoid “in-group” references during the
announcements. Explain who is who,
even though 99 per cent of the congregation will already know.
• Choose songs that are easy and enjoyable to sing, but understand that unchurched visitors may not be used to
singing.
• Use language that’s accessible and
understandable to the average person,
especially in sermons and prayers. Always
define theological terms in plain language,
though not in a way that’s condescending.
Never expect that people “should know”
what the Bible says.
• Don’t go on for too long.

O

ur goal is simply that the average
newcomer will say: “Because I
understand everything that’s going on, I
feel that I’m part of this group.” It’s a
goal which echoes the words of the
Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:23,
when he urges the Corinthians not to
neglect the newcomer in their enthusiasm
for “spiritual expression”. What’s the
point of talking in words no one can
understand, says Paul. “If the whole
church comes together and everyone
speaks in tongues, and some who do not
understand or some unbelievers come in,
won’t they say that you’re out of your
mind?”
Phil Campbell leads the ministry team at
Mitchelton Presbyterian Church, a church
that’s trying to be welcoming and underap
standable to newcomers.
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Token of esteem
The origins of the communion card

O

n 30 January 30 1560, John Calvin
addressed the Council of Geneva
on the dangers of giving communion to those not entitled to it and
pleaded: “To prevent the profanation of the
table it would be as well if each took lead
tokens for each of the eligible ones of their
household.”
The idea was that only those who could
give a token to the elder on duty would be
permitted to take part in the Lord’s supper,
the tokens having been handed out by the
elders of a parish either at the preparatory
service that was the normal practice of the
church at that time, or in parish visitation in
the days immediately before communion.
Admission to the Lord’s Table was then
simply controlled: no token no communion.
Despite Calvin’s plea of 1560, tokens
were not used in Geneva till 1605, some 40
years after his death. They were however
used by the Huguenots in France until
1821 and also for a time in Belgium.
However the greatest use was to be in the
Churches of Scotland and her daughter
churches from 1560. It is interesting to
note, however, that no act of the General
Assembly has ever authorised their use.
Some parishes of the Church of England
actually sold tokens as a means of collecting
Church dues – one parish in Southwark in
1596 sold 2000 at 2&1/2d each, thus raising
20 pounds 16 shillings and 9 pence – but
this is quite distinct from their use to guard

Peter
Dunstan
the Lord’s table from the ignorant and the
profane.
In 1560 Knox and the leaders of the
Scottish Church had resolved “that four
times in the year we think sufficient to the
administration of the Lord’s Table” and
“that admission to the table ought never be
without examination passing before, and

Intended to
prevent people
profaning
communion,
tokens soon
became a
means of
enforcing
Church
discipline.
specially of those whose knowledge is suspect; we think none are to be admitted to
this mystery who cannot say the Lord’s
Prayer, the articles of belief, nor declare the
sum of the Law”. Those who met the
knowledge test, who were reconciled to
their neighbours and who were known as
consistent in their behaviour and maintain-

ing family worship received a token usually
at the preparatory service the previous
week.
While the original use was to “prevent
the profanation of the Lord’s table” by preventing unbelievers partaking, communion
tokens soon became a means of enforcing
Church discipline and, as late as 1813, it is
recorded in one Scottish parish that one
Mr D and his wife were refused tokens
because they were living “on no very amiable terms”. This was apparently effective
as it is recorded that they were issued for
the following communion, having apparently resolved their differences and promising to live in harmony.
During the various religious battles in
Scotland during the time of the
Covenanters, when attempts were made to
prevent communion for rebels against the
Episcopalian crown and church authorities,
tokens were used not only to exclude unbelievers but also spies who could have had
the rebel ministers arrested.
The earliest tokens were cardboard with
the first lead tokens appearing in about
1590, usually inscribed with the name of
the church and/or the words of Scripture
“do this in remembrance of me”.
By the early 1800s the use of tokens was
declining in Scotland although there would
be resurgence in the Free Kirk following
the Disruption in 1843. The main reason
for this decline, especially in the colonies,
was the emphasis that it was not a
Presbyterian table, but the Lord’s table, to
which visiting believers of other denominations were welcomed and even encouraged
to participate. Also lead tokens were
expensive – gradually they were replaced
with communion cards, which had another
advantage: one could write on them.

A

number of Australian parishes issued
communion tokens, some even
importing their tokens from Scotland.
Australia’s oldest token was issued by the
Scotch National Church of Launceston,
Tasmania, in 1833. The earliest dated NSW
token was issued by St Stephen’s Bathurst
in 1837, followed by Goulburn
Presbyterian Church in 1840. However it
is almost certain that the undated “Scotch
Church” token issued by Rev John
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Dunmore Lang’s Sydney congregation predates the Goulburn and possibly the Bathurst
issue.
Communion tokens were also issued from
the early 1880s through to the late 1880s by
many parishes in Victoria, South Australia and
particularly Tasmania, with at least one
Queensland parish issuing its own token
under the name “Creek St Presbyterian
Church” (now St Paul’s Brisbane).
From as early as 1886, the expensive lead
tokens were being replaced with communion
cards which many parishes still use even to this
day.
Lead communion tokens were also used
extensively in the Free Church congregations
in Australia, again from as early as 1833, but
with many tokens being undated and with session records being remarkably silent on the
issue, precise periods of use for many parishes
cannot be definitely determined.
The usual design of Australian communion
tokens, like those of Scotland, is an oval, circular or rectangular lead token with the name
of the parish, occasionally with an image of the
church or in Victoria, especially, an image of
the Burning Bush, and on the reverse an
appropriate Biblical inscription, usually from 1
Corinthians 11:24 or Luke 22:19, “This do in
remembrance of me”, with occasionally “Let a
man examine himself” as an alternative text.

The PTC is the theological and missionary training college of the
Presbyterian Church in NSW, which
offers theological and pastoral training
for ministry candidates of several
denominations and independent students. The Centre has an extensive
library and is available for bookings.

Presbyterian Theological Centre –
Sydney
Equipping the Church for Ministry
Full-time, part-time and external courses
For further information contact
77 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood, NSW 2134
Ph: (02) 9744 1977 Fax: (02) 9744 5970
Email : adminptc@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
Website: www.presbyterian.org.au/ptcsyd

W

hether communion tokens were used in
Australia as a means of maintaining
Church discipline as Calvin had originally
intended or as simply a way of prompting
members to attend the usual quarterly communion services is somewhat unclear. It is
believed that some 63 Australian Presbyterian
or Free Kirk parishes issued lead communion
tokens.
At least one NSW parish, Queenbeyan,
used tokens obtained from the parish of the
minister’s father (St Stephen’s Macquarie
Street). Further, as in Scotland, a number of
parish used stock tokens, which were usually
undated and unnamed.
The archives of both the New South Wales
and the Victorian Church have small collections of communion tokens but it would
appear that there is no complete collection.
If your parish was one of those that issued
tokens, and there are some still lying about in
a vestry cupboard, please forward at least one
to your local state church archive or that in
Victoria or NSW so we will have an example
for posterity.
Peter R. Dunstan is minister of Hunter Baillie
Memorial Presbyterian Church Annandale, and
member of the Historical Record and Library
ap
Committee of the NSW Assembly.

Replant a Presbyterian Church
in South-Eastern Melbourne.
We are seeking a Presbyterian Pastor (ordained or a
potential Home Missionary) with a passion for tertiary
chaplaincy. The position requires an innovative person with skills and demonstrated experience in youth
work. The position is in a rapidly growing community
in the outer South-Eastern suburbs of Melbourne. The successful candidate
will be willing to nurture the small and aged existing congregation while
focusing on building a new Gospel-centred contemporary congregation
(replant). A support team is on site!
Applications must be submitted by 17 November to:
Rev. Robert L. Carner, Home Mission Director,
Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
156 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000
For further information please call 03 9655 1406
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Fewer things, more God
How eliminating life’s clutter can revitalise your family and faith.

‘W

e need a bigger house,” my
wife said, as we looked
around the living room, the
floor covered with blocks
and toy action figures, books stacked on
the floor near our overburdened bookcase, and the kitchen table buried under
who knows what.
“Yeah,” I agreed, “the four of us don’t
fit in this two-bedroom, one-bath house
anymore.”
The word “anymore” hung in the air,
reminding us that when Michael, our second son, was born, we weren’t concerned
about the size of our house.
“You know,” my wife continued,
“maybe we don’t need a bigger house.
Maybe we just need fewer things.”
That’s how our mission to purge the
clutter began. And somewhere along the
way, we discovered that fewer things not
only freed up more living space, it also
freed up more time to spend together as a
family and with God, and helped us prioritise what was really important.
By getting rid of things, we realised
how insignificant they were and how foolish we had been for spending so much
time and energy obtaining them, ignoring
each other, our kids, and God in the
process.
So where did we start? We needed to

Francisco
Ramos Jr.
lay some ground rules. After a heated
debate over a large bowl of French vanilla
ice cream, we agreed to the following
principles: If we haven’t used it in a year,
get
rid
of
it. Clothes we
hadn’t
worn,
That big house toys the boys
demands that hadn’t played
with,
books
you work late which had gone
at the office unread
were
so you can packed up and
pay the given to the
mortgage. Goodwill or our
church.
The
exception to the
“one-year” rule
were family mementos — family photos,
cards my wife and I had exchanged
through the years, and crafts by our older
son David — especially any that said, “I
love you, Daddy,” “Happy Daddy’s
Day,” and my favourite, “Daddy’s better
than pizza”.

ST ANDREWS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
PREP –YEAR 12

St Andrews Christian College,
333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Tel: 9808 9911 Fax: 9808 9933
Email: enquiries@standrews.vic.edu.au

Are you looking for a school that will support you in your God given duty as a
parent? Our ethos is to support parents by offering a sound, traditional, academic
education within a Christian framework.
At St Andrews Christian College we want to grow God’s kids, God’s way!
Our aim is to provide a traditional, academic education within a Christian
framework.
Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, Accelerated Reading Programme and our LEM phonics scheme.
For further information, application forms or an appointment with the Principal,
Mr. Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.

SPECIAL BENEFITS OF ST ANDREWS
Comprehensive curriculum & consistently excellent academic results
Junior and Middle School organization
Strong Creative Arts programme
Parental involvement program that ensures a working partnership between staff,
students & parents.
Before and After School Care
Easy access via public transport
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If we have two, give one away. From
wedding gifts to Christmas and birthday
gifts, we had our share of plates, glasses,
kitchen appliances, and ties. Way too
many ties. We picked out what we needed
and donated the rest.
If it promotes bad habits, it has to go.
Items that took time away from the family or from God had to go. That included
computer games and many of our secular
novels. We also debated sticking the TV in
the closet or canceling cable. But, alas, my
spirit was willing but the flesh too weak.
(A man needs his 150 channels, you
know.)
Raid the pantry. Living in Miami, we
have our Hurricane supplies close at
hand—plenty of canned foods and bottled water. But one can get carried away.
We took inventory and donated the
extra.
Do we need this? If the item didn’t
meet our physical, emotional, or spiritual
needs, we decided it probably shouldn’t
stay in the house. My exercise machine
stayed; my gourmet ice cream maker did
not.

A

month later, we have almost completed our mission. The floor is clean;
we can eat at the dining room table and
look at all our closet space. But accommodating a family of four in two bedrooms,
and small ones at that, was not our biggest
accomplishment. It was what we learned
about how things not only clutter our
houses, but also our lives and our relationship with God. What we learned could be
best summed up as follows:
Happiness doesn’t come from things,
but from God. Society tells us that happiness can be bought, that if we buy the big
house and fancy car we’ll be happy. Like a
glass of water quenches one’s thirst,
things can — for a time — satisfy our
yearning for fulfillment in life. But this is
only temporary. Only God can fulfill us
completely.
As Jesus told the Samaritan woman,
everyone who drinks water from the well
will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks
the water I give him will never thirst.
Indeed, the water I give him will become
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14, NIV).

I realised that I wasn’t going to cure
my sadness and depression by buying
more things. Happiness would only come
through prayer, reading God’s Word, and
obeying it.
Things distract from your relationships
with God and your family. Material stuff
takes precious time to acquire and use —
time better spent with God and one’s
family. That big house demands that you
work late at the office so you can pay the
mortgage. Time with the DVD player or
Sony PlayStation is time not spent with
the family and God. By shattering the
control things had over our lives, we were
able to find time for each other, our kids,
and the Lord.
Things make you believe you don’t
need God.

sound drastic, but it was Jesus who said,
“It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God” (Mt. 19:24). I am
not suggesting that a believer can forfeit
his salvation by owning too many things,
but those same things can stand between
non-believers and God.

We may praise
ourselves for
having
acquired so
much, or even
make the
things themselves the
object of
praise.

T

he more you have, the greater the
temptation to turn your back on God.
We are often tempted to praise ourselves
for having acquired so much, or even
make the things themselves the object of
praise. Nebuchadnezzar took credit for
building Babylon, ignoring the fact that
God had given him his power. His son,
Belshazzar, praised the gods of gold and
silver as he drank from the gold and silver
goblets seized from the temple of
Jerusalem.
But
God
stripped
Nebuchadnezzar of his power, making
him eat grass like a wild donkey and used
the Medes to slay his son (Dan. 4:28-33;
5:30-31). Like these kings, having a house
full of stuff made me feel self-sufficient.
By stripping away these things, I realised
how dependent I am on God.
Things can lead to perdition. This may

Furthermore, for Christians, building
up wealth on earth can interfere with
building up wealth in heaven. “Do not
store up for yourselves treasures on earth,

where moth and rust destroy, and where
thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven … For
where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Mt. 6:19-21). The energy I
spent accumulating more things is now
spent on strengthening our faith and family relationships.
When we tackled the mess in our
house, I thought it would be nothing
more than a spring cleaning. It turned out
to be so much more. It taught us that
things can control our lives, distracting us
from the things that will endure beyond
this world.
By throwing out boxes and boxes of
stuff, we shattered the control those possessions had over us. Something that can
be thrown away has no power at all. And
when the things were gone, we looked
around to see what was left and saw each
other, our two boys, and God.
We need to clean more often.
Reprinted from Unless the Lord
(Nov./Dec. 2002), Francisco Ramos, Jr.
ap
Used by permission.
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NOVEMBER 2004
21 Cecily Moar Mission Partners
(APWM) worker from Qld serving
with OMF, ministering in a large
Korean church in Sydney.
22 Residents, staff and spiritual ministry
in Aged Care facilities in Queensland,
and in hospitals Deac. Diane Parker,
Pastors Norman Hoy, Norman
Hughes and George Smith.
23 Wynnum parish, bayside Brisbane;
(about 130 c&a (communicants and
adherents), 55 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth) and 8 e
(elders). George and Lucille Logan.
24 Robert and Leonie Betts Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Melbourne serving with Wycliffe Bible
Translators in Uganda in translation
consultancy and in the finance office.
25 The vacant Kerang home mission station, northern Victoria. Pray for the
moderator Martin de Pyle, preachers,
elders, members and filling of the
vacancy.
26 Presbytery of Melbourne West; 5
parishes and 4 home mission stations
totaling 10 congregations with 800 c&a;
1 minister under jurisdiction, 1 theological candidate; Bruce Riding clerk.
27 Milmerran/Estates home mission station, Qld Darling Downs; with about
70 c&a, 45 yf and 7 e. Bob and
Elizabeth Farr.
28 The Scots School, Bathurst; Principal
(Robert Grant), staff, pupils and
council.
29 Warwick & Kathy Vincent Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Hurstville NSW serving with Campus
Crusade Youth Ministries in
Melbourne.
30 Pray for spiritual vitality and powerful
outreach in the churches of Scotland.

R A Y

E
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DECEMBER 2004
1 Penola parish, South Australia including Dergholm and Kalangadoo; with
about 95 c&a and 9 e. Alan and Laleen
Clarkson.
2 Woonona parish, NSW south coast;
with about 135 c&a, 45 yf and 4 e.
Peter and Janet Currie.
3 Ashley and Sarah partner society
workers from Croydon Hills,
Melbourne serving with MECO in
the Middle East.
4 Kangaroo Ground appointment parish
near Melbourne; with about 30 c&a, 3
yf and 3 e. Ivan Barker.
5 Presbytery of Sydney North; 22
parishes totaling 25 congregations
with 2970 c&a; 2 deaconesses, 13
retired ministers, 5 under jurisdiction,
3 theological candidates; Peter Boase
clerk.
6 Pray for the Moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in Junee home
mission station, southern NSW; with
about 85 c&a, 20 yf and 7 e.
7 Bob and Beverley Harvey Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Annerley, Brisbane serving with WEC
International in Latin America since
1967 in a regional leadership role.
8 Pray for George and Min Lee, and
Ruth Owen (Victoria), Trevor
Woodland (NSW) and others bringing
Christian ministry to prisoners and
their families.
9 Gisborne home mission station,
Victoria; with about 25 c&a, 25 yf and
3 e. Pray for the Moderator, preachers
and filling of the vacancy.
10 South Wagga Wagga parish NSW; with
about 200 c&a, 70 yf and 12 e. Sandy
and Karen McMillan, Jason Clift.
11 Praise God that “more Jewish people
have become Christians in the last 19

12
13

14

15

16

17
18

19
20

years than in the previous 19 centuries”. Pray for the work of Christian
Witness to Israel – Paul and Judy
Morris in the Bondi area, Sydney, and
workers needed for Melbourne.
Pray for the Christian minority in Iraq
under severe persecution and depletion of numbers through emigration.
John and Pat Warner partner society
workers from Capalaba, Qld, serving
with SIM among Somali people in
Sydney.
Presbytery of Benalla, north of
Melbourne; 7 parishes and 3 home
mission stations totaling 22 congregations with 700 c&a; 1 retired minister;
R. Finster clerk.
Heidelberg parish, northern
Melbourne; with about 45 c&a, 12 yf
and 4 e. Alan and Virginia Every, Kyu
B and Yumi Lee.
Drs Patrick and Jenny Fung, Mission
Partners (APWM) workers from
Chinese Church, Sydney serving at
Overseas Missionary Fellowship in
Singapore, and preparing for Patrick
to become General Director of OMF
in 2006.
St Georges, Geelong parish; with
about 85 c&a, 5 yf and 7 e. Graeme
and Marilyn Weber.
Historic Maitland parish, NSW
Hunter Valley, including Largs and
Paterson; with about 110 c&a, 20 yf
and 8 e. Stephen and Jenine de Plater.
Sandgate parish, northern Brisbane;
with about 75 c&a, 13 yf and 4 e. Don
and Meralyn Ashman.
Masato Kuno, previously pastor of
Adelaide Japanese fellowship, recently
ordained as a minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Japan, church
planting in Nagoya.
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Books
Christian Love
Hugh Binning
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1670, reprinted
2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

H

ugh Binning was a Scottish
Covenanter who died in 1653 at 26. Those
who have fallen for the line of T. F.
Torrance that, in place of the God who is
love, we find in Scottish theology “a
rather harsh view of God” would do well
to soak themselves in this work. It is brief
but deep; emotional but not driven by
emotionalism. Love to God is the debt
that we owe to Him, and love to one
another is to be the expression of that
love, indeed the overflow of it.
However, Binning faces the human
condition squarely: “But now, self-love
having enthroned itself, every man is for
himself, and strives by all means, to make
a concurrence of all things to his own
interest and designs.”
This is a fine Puritan work, and
deserves to be read by those who love the
Puritans – and also by those who don’t.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

The Jamie York Letters
Revised
Prepared by Colin L. Macdonald
Strawberry Hills, 2003.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Tbeenhis published
attractive, large-format book has
by the Friends of the
Ferguson Library, the support body of the
PCNSW Archive. It contains nicely presented reprints of a series of articles that
appeared in the old NSW Presbyterian
which eventually ceased publication to
allow for the emergence of the Australian
Presbyterian Life (now AP) from 1966.
Rev. Malcolm Macleod was the author
of this regular feature in the NSW
Presbyterian that ran from 1963 to 1965.
Mr Macleod was the minister of Kiama at
the time and is now a retired minister of
the UCA. They took the form of “letters”
written by Jamie York to John Dunmore
Lang or rather his statue in Wynyard Park
in Sydney. “Young” Jamie York wrote to

O

O

K

S

Lang and aired his opinion on a wide
range of matters, concerning church and
state. They make for interesting reading
and provide a window into the life and
work of the PCNSW in the mid-’60s
from the perspective of one who was convinced personally and theologically that
Church Union was the way forward for
the Presbyterian Church.
The articles are complemented by letters written in response and both are supplied with insightful introductions by Mr
Macdonald. The life and ministry of Mr
Macleod is also interwoven through the
book.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

In Trouble and In Joy
Sharon James
Evangelical Press, 2003
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

I

n Trouble and In Joy is exactly the kind
of historical reflection that we need in the
Christian church today. Sharon James has
brought to life four Christian women,
three that would be comparatively well
known – Margaret Baxter, Sarah Edwards
and Frances Ridley Havergal – and one
not so well – Anne Steele. Mrs James follows the same format as she reviews the
lives of all four women, seeking to understand them in their original contexts,
drawing on their writings and reflecting
on what we can learn from them as
women and as Christian disciples. There
is much to learn and value from the pattern of Christian discipleship given in and
through these followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Philip Ryken, who is James
Montgomery Boice’s successor at Tenth
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia,
seeks to show that, on the contrary, a fullorbed Calvinism should lead to a Godcentred mind, a penitent spirit, a grateful
heart, a submissive will, a holy life, and a
glorious purpose. B. B. Warfield maintained that Calvinists are “humble souls,
who, in the quiet of retired lives, have
caught a vision of God in His glory and
are cherishing in their hearts that vital
flame of complete dependence on Him
which is the very essence of Calvinism”.
Alas, we have invariably professed more
than we have experienced, but the goal
remains intact.
Calvinism at its best puts God at the
centre. The great Anglican missionary to
the Muslim world, Henry Martyn, once
saw a picture of Jesus bowing down and
clinging to the robes of Mohammed. He
wept at this, and said: “I could not endure
existence if Jesus were not to be glorified.
It would be hell to me, if He were always
thus to be dishonoured.”
Ryken has put many in his debt by
writing of this doctrinally rich but vitally
experimental view of the Reformed faith.
This is a booklet that deserves to be read
and passed on.

Tasmanians:

Mature Christian couple are
seeking a house-sitting
vacation in the Apple-isle
Feb.- Mar. 2005
(any part thereof).
Happy to care for garden too.
Call: 0400 580 370

What is a true Calvinist?
Philip Graham Ryken
Philipsburg: P&R Publishing
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

Ttionhistois thea mostfiveheart-warming
introducpoints of Calvinism –
something many readers would not
believe is possible. Laurence Vance has
written that “nothing will deaden a church
or put a young man out of the ministry
any more than an adherence to Calvinism
… The doctrines of Calvinism will deaden
and kill anything: prayer, faith, zeal, holiness.”

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 5.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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The moral home front
America’s decadence aids and comforts Muslim terrorists.

J

ust after the United States invaded
Afghanistan, a series of amusing cartoon panels made the rounds of the
internet. Under the heading “What
if the Taliban Wins?” were drawings
depicting the Statue of Liberty, her face
covered with a veil; a giant mosque rising
where the World Trade Center stood; and
an out-of-work President Bush selling
fruit on the street.
While the panels were funny — after
all, we knew we would easily rout the
Taliban — the question of which culture
will ultimately prevail is a deadly serious
one. Several years ago, Harvard professor
Samuel Huntington, in The Clash of
Civilisations, argued that the world is
divided not so much by geographic
boundaries as by religious differences.
Huntington predicted that in the 21st
century, the great clash would occur
between Islam and the West — and that
Islam will ultimately prevail.
Of course he’s wrong about Islam winning. Or is he?
For the answer, we must examine two
things: the motivations of those waging a
terror war on the West and the lessons of
history. As Charles Krauthammer writes
in Townhall, the obvious reasons Islam is
fighting “the great jihad” against the
United States are religion, ideology, political power, and territory. But “this is also
about — deeply about — sex.” The
jihadists claim that wherever freedom
travels — “especially in America and
Europe — it brings sexual license and
corruption, decadence and depravity”.

C

hristianity Today’s managing editor
Mark Galli made the same point in
that magazine soon after 9/11. Islamic
militants are angry at the West, he said, for
exporting “hedonism and materialism
into their very homes through television,
enticing Muslims to become religiously
lazy and morally corrupt”. Galli quoted a
1985 communiqué from the terrorist
group Hezbollah: “Our way is one of radical combat against depravity, and
America is the original root of depravity.”
Anger at Western decadence fuelled
the writings of the radical Sayyid Qutb,
which so influenced Osama bin Laden.
28

Charles Colson
& Anne Morse
These people see themselves not as terrorists, but as holy warriors fighting a holy
war against decadence.
We must be careful not to blame innocent Americans for murderous attacks
against them. At the same time, let’s
acknowledge that America’s increasing
decadence is giving aid and comfort to the
enemy. When we
tolerate trash on
television, permit
The lessons of pornography to
history are a invade our homes
warning that via the internet,
the church and allow babies
must not fail to be killed at the
to engage point of birth, we
these moral are inflaming radbattles. ical Islam.
R a d i c a l
Islamists were
surely watching
in July when the Senate voted on procedural grounds to do away with the Federal
Marriage Amendment. This is like handing moral weapons of mass destruction to
those who use America’s decadence to
recruit more snipers and hijackers and suicide bombers.
One vital goal of the war in Iraq, and
the war against terrorism, is to bring
democracy to the heart of the Islamic
world. Our hope is to make freedom so
attractive that other Muslim countries will
follow suit. But when radical Islamists see
American women abusing Muslim men,
as they did in the Abu Ghraib prison, and
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when they see news coverage of same-sex
couples being “married” in US towns, we
make our kind of freedom abhorrent —
the kind they see as a blot on Allah’s creation.
Preserving traditional marriage in order
to protect children is a crucially important
goal by itself. But it’s also about protecting the United States from those who
would use our depravity to destroy us. We
must not give up simply because the
Senate voted down the FMA. It took
William Wilberforce and his allies 20 years
to shut down Britain’s slave trade; it will
take years to win the battle for traditional
marriage.

T

he lessons of history are a warning
that the church must not fail to
engage these moral battles. Comparing
US decadence to the fall of Rome is an old
chestnut that culture warriors have used
for years. In the past, I dismissed such
comparisons because of America’s enormous economic and military strength.
But the tactics of terrorists changed that
equation.
Recall that Rome’s destruction came
about not only through its decadence, but
because the Rhine River froze, allowing
barbarians to cross into Roman territory.
America is vulnerable not only through its
decadence, but because the vast oceans
that once protected her from enemies
protect her no more.
This makes reversing US decadence an
urgent priority, not just for Christians,
but for all Americans. If our cultural rot
continues unabated, a Talibanised West
may no longer be a joke, but grim reality.
Reprinted from Christianity Today,
ap
October 2004.
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