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editorial

F

or many Christians, the doctrine of the Trinity is like
their appendix: they know they have it, but they’re not
exactly sure what it’s meant to be used for. In fact,
belief in the Trinity is essential to being a Christian, as
the Presbyterian baptism service makes clear. Those receiving
baptism are asked, “Do you confess your faith in God, as your
heavenly Father, and in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit as your Sanctifier?” This means that
Presbyterians should understand the importance of the doctrine of the Trinity.
The fact that Christians are baptized into the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit sets Christianity apart from
other strongly monotheistic religions such as Judaism and
Islam. However, since the gospel also asserts the unity of
God, this means that Christianity stands apart from polytheistic and pantheistic religions such as Buddhism and
Hinduism.
In an age of growing tolerance and interfaith dialogue, we
must recognise that the most fundamental beliefs of the
Christian church are essentially irreconcilable with other
faiths. It is simply not possible for people to be Christians if
they do not hold this doctrine consciously. It is not a belief
that can be established by natural theology, as though it could
be derived by reason and intuition alone. Rather, it is a product of revealed theology, as Thomas Aquinas made so clear in
the Middle Ages. Christianity cannot, without altering its
basic nature, accept gods of other religions and still retain its
claims to essential truth. To do so would be to deny the essential idea that God Himself provides the salvation that
humankind needs – a salvation that is not based on works but
solely on God’s gracious provision.
The doctrine of the Trinity is also important for our life
together as the Church. It reminds us that as bearers of a
divine image, we are made for fellowship. In some mysterious
way, we are meant to model the divine society that exists
within the Godhead. We are made for “with-ness”. Just as
Jesus surrounded himself with people, and did not seek an
escape from relationships or the commitment of friendship,
so we are to live face-to-face with others. As Christians we
must be known for the high quality of our relationships.
Peter Hastie ap
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A profound mystery
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However imperfect our understanding, the Trinity enriches everything.

D

r Gerald L. Bray is a professor of
theology who holds the Anglican
Chair of Divinity at Beeson
Divinity School in Birmingham,
Alabama. He has a D.Litt from the
University of Paris-Sorbonne and is an
ordained minister in the Church of
England.
Dr Bray teaches church history, historical theology, and Latin. Before coming to
Beeson in 1993, he lectured in theology
and philosophy at Oak Hill College in
London. A prolific author, Dr Bray has
published many scholarly articles and
books, including The Doctrine of God in
the Contours of Christian Theology
series (of which he is also the general editor) and Creeds, Councils, and Christ
(Christian Focus Publications). His book,
Biblical Interpretation: Past and Present
(IVP), was voted as one of the 10 books
every pastor should read. He has also
written three volumes in the Ancient
Christian Commentary Series (IVP) and
has edited both the Anglican Canons
1529-1947 (Boydell and Brewer) and
Tudor Church Reform (Boydell and

Gerald Bray
talks to

Peter Hastie
Brewer) which contains the Henrician
Canons of 1535. He is currently editing
the convocation records of the Churches
of England and Ireland from the 14th to
the 19th centuries.
Dr Bray attends an Anglican and a
Presbyterian Church in Birmingham. He
teaches in the Sunday school in the
Presbyterian congregation. He spends
most of the year in the United States, but
also travels to Cambridge for part of the
year as well as lecturing overseas. Peter
Hastie spoke to him recently at the
Presbyterian Theological Centre in Sydney.

Dr Bray, what important truths does
the doctrine of the Trinity try to
bring together?
I think there are three main ones and
each of them relates to one of the three
persons in the Trinity. The first truth that
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the Trinity deals with is the unity of God
and the fact that God is above and beyond
our world. Second, it tells us that there is
a God who cares about us and who comes
into our lives to save us. And third, I think
the doctrine of the Trinity reminds us that
God wants us to live with Him throughout eternity and has given us His Holy
Spirit so that we can know Him personally and enjoy an intimate relationship
with Him. I think these are the central
truths which the doctrine establishes, but
of course there is much, much more.

Is it important for Christians to
attempt to formulate a doctrine of
the Trinity? I mean, some would say
“It’s just too hard, too mind-numbing. Why bother?”
I think it’s very important to formulate a doctrine of the Trinity because our
faith has to be coherent. One part has to
relate to the other. This is especially
important in the modern world because
there is a tendency in our world to
analyse things in great depth. This can be
extremely helpful at times. However, we

also need to be aware of the danger that
if we focus on only one thing and allow it
to dominate our perspective, we may lose
an overall understanding. Of course, in
our relationship with God (and the
Trinity is a vital expression of that relationship), we need to understand how
the various aspects of the doctrine connect with all the others. Our formulation
of the doctrine of the Trinity is really
meant to help us understand our experience of God. I think that if we look at it
in this way, we can avoid some of the
peculiar complications that some people
have come up with and concentrate on
what is essential.

If there is always an element of mystery and incomprehensibility about
God, why is it really necessary to formulate a doctrine of the Trinity?
There is always an element of mystery
in any personal relationship. But I think
we need to remember that the doctrine of
the Trinity helps us to focus on the essential relationships within the very being of
God. For a start, the doctrine reminds us
that we have to understand God in relational terms. Further, although we may
never be able to know God in an exhaustive sense, we can know enough about
Him to understand that we can have
assurance of salvation in Christ. Yes, God
is always greater than our finite understanding, but we are given enough to
understand what we need to know.

Are there hints of the doctrine of the
Trinity in the Old Testament? If so,
why are Jews and Muslims so reluctant to recognise them?
Many Christians have tried to find
hints of the Trinity in the Old Testament.
This is perfectly understandable considering some of the interesting and suggestive
ambiguities that we find in the Old
Testament. For instance, when God says,
“Let us make man in our own image” why
did He use the first person plural, “we”,
when referring to Himself? Does this
point to more than one person in the
Godhead? It is things such as these that
occur unexpectedly in the text which have
persuaded some Christians that there is a
developing revelation of the Trinity in the
Old Testament.
However, I am not persuaded it’s as
clear as some would like to make out. Of
course, I wouldn’t rule out a hint of the
Trinity as one possible interpretation. But
it’s not clearly taught. I think we need to
admit that.
The reason Jews and Muslims do not

recognise the doctrine of the Trinity is
that it only makes sense in the light of the
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. It
only occurs to a person to be a necessary
doctrine when he has had an experience of
Christ. And so Jews and Muslims quite
naturally see no need for the doctrine
because they reject Jesus’ claims to deity.
As far as they are concerned the doctrine
of the Trinity compromises the essential
unity of God. That’s the real reason why
they reject it.

Could the Old Testament be like a
darkened room? All the furniture is
there in the dark; it’s just not obvious
until the light goes on. Could the
doctrine of the Trinity be like the furniture – always present, but not obvious until there is more light?
I think that’s
very possible.
The difficulty is
that even in the
There is always
New Testament
an element of
there’s nothing
which clearly
mystery in
points to particany personal
ular passages in
relationship.
the
Old
Testament and
says “You are
meant to interpret this text in the light of the doctrine of
the Trinity”. Personally, while I believe in
the Trinity, I think I’ll have to wait until I
get to heaven before I can see clearly on
the issue of whether the Trinity is to be
found in the Old Testament. I know that
I will see it then. It’s a difficult question to
try to solve now. I am sure some people
may be right in some of the things they
believe they will see. But for me, there’s an
issue: it’s the difference between sensing
that such a thing is possible, and being
certain that it’s true. And it’s the certainty
that escapes me.

Even if there are hints of the Triune
nature of God in the Old Testament,
why is the Old Testament at pains to
insist that there is only one God?
I think the Old Testament wants to
insist that there is only one God because
in a polytheistic universe, which is what
the Jews were living in, it is essential to
understand that there is a unity in creation. The Jews needed to know that
behind the world, and indeed the universe,
there is one ultimate purpose and one ultimate source. Further, they needed to
know that the God who is our Creator is
also our Redeemer. And therefore, the

belief in one God gives coherence and a
clear purpose to the whole. Now there are
hints of a plurality of God in the Old
Testament. Some point to a text like
Genesis 18 where we read that the Lord
appeared to Abraham in the form of three
men (verses 1, 2). This is certainly a mysterious appearance, but it is not sufficiently clear to be able to say yes, that’s a
reference to the Trinity.

How is it possible for God to be personal if He is the only God who is?
Don’t persons relate to others?
This is a complicated question. Some
people think that God is just one person
and that His personhood represents His
being. But this, of course, creates a difficulty because if God is no more than one
person, to whom did He relate before He
created the universe? If He was the only
being in existence, obviously there was
nobody else there. And so it wouldn’t
make sense to say He is a person. One
person for eternity seems to violate our
notions of personhood. I believe this is
why Christians have always insisted that
God is tri-personal.
This is an important point because if
there is anything less than perfect love and
relationship within the being of God
when He created the universe, we cannot
say that God is complete in Himself. If
God is lacking in anything before He
brings the world into being, we can no
longer affirm the doctrine of God’s sufficiency. I mean, the Bible says that God
doesn’t need the universe in order to be
Himself. Now if we want to say that God
is a person (and He clearly is), this implies
that He has relationships with other persons. Further, if God was personal before
He made the world, this suggests some
kind of plurality in the Godhead from all
eternity.

How did Christians first become
aware of the doctrine of the Trinity?
And, how did they live with the
apparent contradictions?
I think that Christians probably first
became aware of the doctrine of the
Trinity at baptism because Jesus said
“Baptize the nations in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit” (Mt. 28:19). And, therefore, when
Christians came for baptism it was always
in the name of the Trinity. Anyone who
was baptized in any other way was
wrongly baptized, or inadequately baptized, and this had to be put right. And we
have examples of this in the Acts of the
Apostles. So they became aware of the
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doctrine of the Trinity right at the start of
their new life in Christ. It came about in a
very practical way.
How did they live with the apparent
contradictions? Again, they came to terms
with the doctrine because they realised that
it was essential to explain their relationship
with God through Christ. It was clearly an
experiential thing from the beginning, and
you see this in Galatians 4:6. Here Paul
says, “Because we are sons, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
‘Abba, Father’.” The early Christians knew
this as a spiritual reality. And because they
understood it, the anomalies and paradoxes
in the doctrine were less bothersome. I
think it was only at a later stage in the
church’s history, when people started
analysing and asking questions, that the
doctrine of the Trinity started to create difficulties for many people.

Some of the cults like Jehovah’s
Witnesses and the Mormons point
out that the apostle John never said
that Jesus was God. They say he was
just “a god” (John 1:1). How do
Christians answer that claim?
It’s true that there is no definite article
associated with the word God in verse
one. But this doesn’t mean that the text is
saying that Jesus is a god, as the Jehovah’s
Witnesses claim. It’s often the case in the
New Testament that definite nouns which
come before the verb don’t have the definite article. So it proves nothing.
Having said that, I think that it’s only
right to point out that there is no text in
the Gospels which says crudely that
“Jesus is God”. On the other hand, there
are lots of other texts that say any other
interpretation is impossible. For example,
in John 5, it is clear that the Pharisees saw
that Jesus was calling God his Father, and
they commented that this made him
equal with God. They clearly understood
what Jesus was suggesting. He was in no
way inferior to God. He was equal to
Him.
I think another thing we have to look
at is the way in which Jesus acts. In Mark
chapter 2, for example, he heals a paralysed man, and he only does so after saying
that his sins are forgiven. When the
onlookers raise objections to this on the
ground that only God can forgive sins,
Jesus says, “Well, in order to prove that I
can forgive sins, I am going to tell this
man to pick up his bed and walk.” I think
the clear intention of Jesus’ act is to identify himself as God.
Similarly, the temptations of Jesus in
Matthew chapter 4 are important because
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one can only be tempted to do things
which are possible. And the things which
Satan is tempting Jesus to do such as turning stones into bread are really only things
that God could do. So it’s a kind of backhanded witness to the fact that Jesus is
God, because Jesus has power over creation in a way that no other creature can
have. This is why I think that the attacks
made by Jehovah’s Witnesses and the
Mormons miss the point. They focus on
superficial things and do not properly
consider the underlying context and message of the text.

The first
theologian to
deal with this
in any meaningful way was
Tertullian.

Did the apostles see themselves as
theological innovators? Is there any
sign that they felt awkward that they
were worshipping a man?
No, the apostles certainly did not see
themselves as theological innovators. In
fact, they saw themselves as being the true
interpreters of the Scriptures. I think this
comes out throughout the New
Testament, but particularly in Romans,
where the issue is addressed specifically.
Paul had to consider certain questions
because he was the apostle to the Gentiles,
and his audiences were often half Jewish
and half Gentile. How does Christianity
affect Jewish belief? Of course it is interesting that in Romans 4, when he has to
explain the nature of our faith he goes right
back to refer to Abraham and reminds his
listeners that we are the children of
Abraham, thereby demonstrating that he is
anything but an innovator. He goes right
back to the source of Israel’s life.
There is never any sign that the apostles were ashamed of worshipping a man,
because this man had risen from the dead.
And, I think it’s also important that they
were living and working in the context of
the Risen Christ. I mean, it was Jesus who
had come back from the dead. And it was
this overwhelming fact which forced
them to recognise who Jesus is. Thomas is
the classic example. He did not want to
believe, but when Jesus appeared to him
he fell on his face, and he said, “My Lord,
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My God”. This was the thing that turned
him around, and took away any hesitation.

Why doesn’t the Bible use all the
terms that Christians use when talking about the Trinity? For instance,
the terms Trinity, essence, being,
nature and person are not mentioned.
Shouldn’t we confine ourselves to the
language of Scripture?
Actually, I think the Bible uses a number of these terms in a roundabout way.
For instance, Jesus said: “Before Abraham
was, I am.” I think this is a clear example
of the language of “being” or “essence”.
Jesus’ statement amounts to the same
thing. The concept of “person” is harder
to find because the word itself is not used.
But I think it’s clear from many other
things which are said in Scripture that
God is a person. And, the word “person”
is simply a shorthand way of describing
what the Bible refers to by other terms
such as heart, soul, and so on. It seems
reasonably clear that there are many
words which the Bible uses to convey the
same idea. They are all roughly in the same
semantic domain. We are just trying to
find a term which can cover them all.
There is a real difficulty in using one biblical term to cover a range of other biblical
terms that might have different nuances.
But if we take a word that doesn’t necessarily come out of the Bible, it may be
broad enough to encompass the biblical
terms within its meaning.

Are there specific passages in the
New Testament that set out God’s triunity?
Oh, yes, most certainly. I think the
most detailed discussion of the Trinity is
to be found in John 14-17. Those few
chapters are among the best in extending
our understanding of the subject. But you
will find many others. Galatians 4:6 is a
good example – “Because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So are
Ephesians 2:18, 1 Peter 1:2 and Revelation
chapter 1. Of course, Matthew 28:19 is
perhaps one of the clearest of all.

Who was the first Christian theologian to wrestle with this subject and
to make some sense of it?
This is difficult to say because we are
limited to the evidence that we have. I
think the first theologian to deal with this
in any meaningful way was Tertullian (AD
170-220). He began his formulation of the
doctrine of the Trinity with the unity of

God, that is, the Old Testament unity of
God, and then he looked for the three
persons inside the divine unity. His somewhat younger contemporary in
Alexandria, Origen (AD 185-254), did
the same thing. But Origen saw the
Trinity as a hierarchy of beings with the
Father at the very top. He stands at the
head of a long tradition which makes the
Father the central person of the Godhead.
So, both of them in different ways are
ancestors of separate traditions of thinking about the Trinity. These traditions still
influence discussions today.

How did Tertullian set the ground for
future discussions?
Well, he set the ground for future discussion by saying that the divine unity has
a principle. In this case, the principle was
holiness. So his discussions about the
Trinity were always conducted with that
overriding concern in mind. He was also
responsible for giving us some of the
important words for discussion about the
Trinity. In fact, this was his major contribution. We are still using the words that
he introduced into the debate. For example, he was the first to use the term Trinity
in the sense of God being three-in-one.
He was also responsible for bringing the
terms “essence” or “being” and “person”
into the ongoing enquiries about the doctrine. This enabled him to say: “These
three are one in essence, not in person.”

What are the most important landmarks in the debate over the Trinity
in the early church?
The Council of Nicea in AD 325 was
very important because it did two things.
First, it established that the Son is consubstantial with the Father. This meant
that the Church ruled that Christians
could not interpret the Bible in any way
that made the Son inferior to the Father in
terms of being. As a corollary to this, the
Church taught that the Son is eternally
begotten of the Father. In stating the doctrine in this way, the Council wanted to
rule out the idea that to be “begotten of
the Father” implied that there was a time
when the Son did not exist.
So the idea that Christ was consubstantial with the Father as well as being
eternally begotten really set the direction
for the future, because the Council
insisted that, however one understands
the Trinity, it must begin on the basis that
it consists of a fellowship of co-equal persons. We are not meant to understand the
Trinity as a hierarchy in which only one
person is God in a true sense, and the

other two are somehow derived from that.
Another important date early on was
the first Council of Constantinople in
AD 381. This really refined the doctrine
of the Holy Spirit and gave us what we
now call the Nicene Creed. And so, in one
sense you can say that this was the time in
which the doctrine of the Trinity was
finally put into place, and that our modern
doctrine of the Trinity took its shape from
these developments.

To what extent does human personality depend on the doctrine of the
Trinity?
The whole idea of human personhood,
particularly as Christians understand it, is
very closely connected to the Trinity. The
Bible tells us that we are made in the
image and likeness of God, which must
have some reference to the Trinitarian
nature of God. I think the way forward
here is to recognise that the conIf we cannot
cept of the image
ground human
of God is a relational one. We are
personality in
bound to God in
the reality of
relationship, and
the Trinity, we
the relationship
are nothing
that we have with
more than
Him is an extenhighly evolved
sion of the relaanimals.
tionships which
exist within God
himself.
This means, I think, that these intraTrinitarian relationships exist as a model
for our understanding of personality and
inter-personal relationships. Of course,
it’s possible to talk about human personality without reference to the Trinity, and
many people do so. But, although we
could talk about human personality without reference to the Trinity, it’s a lot
harder to understand the meaning of it
without reference to the Trinity. Once we
remove the idea of the Trinity from our
discussions, we find it fairly difficult to see
why human beings are radically different
from animals, for example. In other
words, if we cannot ground human personality in the reality of the Trinity, we are
really nothing more than highly evolved
animals rather than special beings in the
sight of God.

So, how does the doctrine of the
Trinity enrich our understanding of
the human personality?
It enriches our personality by showing
us that we can’t be persons in the full
sense of the word without relationship.

Relationship is built-in to the notion of
personhood. When I am born, I am a person. This means that I have a built-in
capacity for relationship with God. And,
of course, I also have a relationship with
my human parents, my brothers and sisters, and throughout my life the notion of
“who I am” develops in connection with
the people to whom I am related.
Personally, I think this is a very important
understanding to have because we are living in a day and age when people are very
individualistic and tend to think that they
can live without others. As a result, the
coherence of life is at stake. We know that
human life suffers when people fail to
relate to each other properly. So, I think a
Trinitarian understanding of personhood
and relationship is enormously important
in today’s world.

Are you suggesting, then, that
Christian growth takes place best
within community?
Yes, but I think we need to understand
this in context. I guess it’s easy to be critical of those who try to develop their relationship with God in isolation from other
Christians, but in fairness to them we
need to remember that they have chosen
this path so that they can concentrate
more exclusively on God. These people
have not fled all relationship, but are lessening their involvement in one kind of
relationship so they can concentrate more
fully on a different kind, which they see as
a higher kind. Having said that, I think it’s
important to say that it’s really impossible
to grow as a Christian without some sense
of a relationship with others. Without
being able to relate to other people we
have no way of knowing if we have grown
or not. Without being in relationship with
others we have no way of being able to
measure our progress in terms of love and
service.
So, I think it’s true that Christian
growth takes place best in community.
There is no escape from this conclusion
once you accept that we are made in the
“image of God”. Human relations come
and go of course in our lifetime, but a relationship with God remains forever.

Are you saying that Christian maturity is probably best measured in
terms of relational maturity, that is,
the richness of the relationships that
we have with God and other people?
I think these things are closely connected. To what extent you can measure
them in this way is hard, because relationships, by their very nature, are hard to
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quantify. So we have to be cautious about
this. But we also have to be aware that our
ability to relate to other people is a reflection of our ability to relate to God. And,
for Christians at least, I think we will find
that if our relationship to God is not as
strong and intense as it should be, then
our relationships with others will suffer as
a consequence. This is something we have
to bear in mind.

One of the great debates of the sixth
century was over the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit, and whether he “proceeded from the Father and Son”.
Why was this such a significant issue
in the sixth and 11th centuries? Why
did the Eastern Church have a falling
out with the West on this issue?
The issue concerns whether the Father
and Son are really equal. No one doubts
that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Father (John 15:26). The question is
whether the Spirit can be said to proceed
from the Son as well. The underlying issue
of course is to what extent the Son is fully
equal to the Father? If the Son is genuinely
equal with the Father, should not the Holy
Spirit logically proceed from him as well?
Those who deny that the Spirit proceeds from the Son think that the Father
represents the unity of God, in other
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words, the source of divinity. They believe
that if the Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Son as well, this in effect creates two Gods
or two sources of divinity, or it
homogenises the Father and Son into one
person so that their distinctions are not
perceived.
Although it
seems like a
The doctrine highly theoretical
of the Trinity issue, the answer
we come up with
explains how on this issue has
it is possible an effect on our
to be differ- understanding of
ent, yet united the nature of the
and
and equal at Godhead
the same time. therefore on our
understanding of
the Trinity. That’s
why the Church
felt that it had to resolve the issue.
I think in the longer term, we need to
remember that the Holy Spirit is the one
who dwells in our hearts by faith.
Therefore, it is very important for us to
know to what extent the Holy Spirit represents or brings to us the work of the
Father and of the Son. This is particularly
the case with respect to the eternal work of
Christ on the Cross. If we deny that the
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Son, we run
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the risk of denying the fact that Christ’s
eternal work can have an effect on our lives
through the Spirit’s presence in our hearts.

What has been the impact of the
Eastern Church denying the procession of the Spirit from the Son?
I think that the main impact has been
that they have downplayed the eternal
work of Christ. In its place they have substituted some mystical experience of God.
They have also been less willing to affirm
what it means to be a Christian in the
world and their theologians have tended
to define spirituality in terms of “otherworldliness”.

What are some of the most important
implications about the doctrine of
the Trinity?
I think that the doctrine of the Trinity
explains how it is possible to be different,
and yet both united and equal at the same
time. This is true at all levels of human life
today.
It is true in family life. While it is foolish
to say that male and female are identical and
interchangeable, neither can we say that one
is inferior or superior to the other. The doctrine of the Trinity reminds us that men and
women are called to work together, to sit
down together in mutually supportive
structural relationships, in order to advance
the well-being of the human race.
The doctrine of the Trinity also has significant social implications. It reminds us
that all people are fundamentally equal,
and yet we must also recognise the amazing diversity among them. It also enables
us to understand how one person can be
conferred with authority and this in no
way destroys the fundamental unity or
equality that that person shares with others in the society. For instance, a complex
society like ours, with all its democratic
checks and balances, could not function
without this basic understanding.
If we did not believe in the fundamental values of unity, equality and diversity,
all of which are taught by the Trinity, society would have no protection against the
tendency of the powerful to dominate and
suppress the voices which are different
from their own. The doctrine of the
Trinity teaches us to expect diversity, to
respect it, and to work with it. Diversity is
never meant to be an excuse for separating
or distancing people from one another,
but rather an opportunity for creative
interaction and building a better unity. So
the doctrine of the Trinity has some
extremely important implications for
Christians as they work in organisations
ap
or the wider society.
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A personal account
The promises were about Jesus – but he includes us.

W

hat does it mean to say that
God is one? What does it mean
to say that God is three? Is the
doctrine of the Trinity logically
coherent? Is it explainable? Where should
I begin when it comes to presenting the
doctrine of the Trinity to my nonChristian friends or Jehovah’s Witness
visitors? Is it important to try and understand the Trinity at all or should I just
accept it as an impenetrable mystery?
The Trinity is indeed a mystery, so deep
a mystery that at least 1500 years of
enquiry by the greatest saints were unable
to penetrate it; a mystery so profound
that no one could have understood it
except that God Himself has revealed it to
us in the coming of His Son. But, like the
mystery that is the gospel itself, God has
revealed all we need to know about the
Trinity. Further, it is helpful for us to think
about it. Here are some things that we
should know about the Trinity.
One of the biggest handicaps for modern Christians who want to understand
and present the Trinity is an unfamiliarity
with Trinity as three and one. We know
that the Trinity is three and one at the
same time but without grasping how they
are three and one we are likely to think of
the distinction as simply an inexplicable
mystery or, worse, a contradiction.
We exacerbate this by our habit of
referring to the Triune Being as “God”
and “He”, which gives the impression that
the Trinity is kind of fourth person over
and above the three. It might come as
some surprise to note that the Bible
almost never talks like this. When the
New Testament uses the word “God” it is
almost always the Father who is in view;
He is the “one God” we worship. To Paul
in 1 Corinthians 8:6, the difference
between Christianity and pagan religion is
that “for us there is but one God, the
Father, from whom all things came and
for whom we live...”.

M

uch later, the Nicene Creed faithfully echoes the biblical pattern,
beginning with an affirmation that “we
believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things visible and invisible”.
This is not, of course, to argue that

Andrew
Moody
Jesus is not equally “God”. But when the
Bible calls him this it is using the word in
a second sense to refer to the divine
nature or being, not as a personal name.
To adapt an analogy from D. Walter, it is
as if we were to enter one of those old
family-run businesses where the name on
the door reads “Smith and Son”. In the
sense that the sign uses the word, “Smith”
refers to a single person beyond the door;
namely, the older
man who is the
As the sun
proprietor and
owner of the
cannot exist
establishment.
without its
Yet if we ask the
radiance, neiyoung man at the
ther can the
counter, we learn
Father be who
that he too is
He is without
“Smith” and that
His Son.
he is no less
“Smith” than his
father. In the personal sense the father alone is “Smith”; yet
when the word refers to their family
nature both are equally and fully “Smith”.
But Smith and his son are also different
in another sense apart from their names.
The older man is the “original” owner of
both the Smith name and the Smith business. The son possesses both of these
things simply because he shares his
father’s nature and family and business.
The Smith family and business passes
from the father to the son. Here again
there is a connection between human
family relations and divine. Paul follows
his description of the Father as “one God
from whom are all things” by immediately
adding that there is also “one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and
through whom we live”. Thus, while the
Father is the “original” God, all that He is
and does is eternally expressed in and
through His Son.
Using a word like “original” should
not, however, lead us to think that the
Son’s generation begins in time as if God
had begun to be a Father at some point.

“In the beginning was the Word. He was
with God in the beginning,” says John in
chapter one of his Gospel. “I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end” says Jesus
in Revelation 22, echoing the words of
God the Father in verse 6 of the previous
chapter.
The “begetting”, as the creeds put it, of
the Son by the Father is a thing of eternity.
The Father has always been the Father
and the Son has always been the Son. The
Nicene fathers were fond of using analogies such as sun and radiance or spring and
river to express the inseparability of the
two persons. Just as the sun cannot exist
without its radiance, neither can the
Father be who He is without His Son.
Yet, although this order or flow of
nature from Father to Son is eternal, it also
has an expression in what we see as salvation history. As we have already seen, Paul
sees life and everything else coming from
the Father and through the Son. In John 1,
Jesus is the “Word” of the Father, the
agent or instrument of his creative power
through whom all things were made. In
the important passage of John 5, Jesus
spells out his relation to the Father as one
of dependence, agency and equality. On
one hand, Jesus affirms that he is unable to
do anything by himself (v19), yet on the
other, he is the one through whom the
Father does everything (vv20-22), with
the result “that all may honour the Son
just as they honour the Father. He who
does not honour the Son does not honour
the Father, who sent him” (v23).

T

his asymmetry and equality is something fundamental to the biblical and
orthodox understanding of the Trinity
but it has also been under challenge in
western, and especially Protestant, theology for centuries. From the time of
Calvin we see an insistence that the Son be
seen as autotheos or “God in his own
right”. Warfield, criticising the vestiges of
Trinitarian order left in Calvin’s theology,
suggests that the Son and Father only act
in an ordered way for the duration of salvation history. Most recently, Melbourne
Anglican clergyman Kevin Giles has
strongly insisted that the Son cannot be
equal with the Father if this order extends
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beyond the boundaries of the incarnation.
The reason for this retreat is the commendable desire to say that the Son is
equal to the Father in every way, yet the
price paid for ignoring that this equality
arises out of the priority of the Father is
an inability to differentiate fatherhood
from sonship and understand how the
Trinity works. The more we abandon the
order or “fromness” that attends the
Father/Son relationship, the more the
persons become superficial masks that
conceal a singular triune being who now
becomes the true “God”. This conception
is either impossible to explain or smells
suspiciously like the ancient heresy of
modalism.
More seriously and sadly, if we insist
that the Son and Father relationship is different from what is revealed in salvation
history, we will miss the connection
between the Trinity and salvation history
itself.
According to Colossians 1:16, the
world was made not simply by the Son
but for the Son. In Ephesians 1:10 we hear
of the Father’s plan “to bring all things in
heaven and on earth together under one
head, even Christ”, while John 5:23 seems
to point to the Father acting through His
Son to bring honour to His Son. If the
pattern we are seeing here is right, then
salvation history is not fundamentally salvation history at all but Trinitarian history.
The world is created by the Father to
bring honour and glory to His Son
through whom He creates and through
whom the world is saved. Simultaneously
the Son also honours the Father by submitting to Him and faithfully expressing
His will and character in the most costly
way imaginable (eg John 10:17; 13:31;
17:4).
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From this theo-centric scheme salvation-history finds its proper and most glorious context. The salvation which the
Son purchases at the behest of his Father
becomes the central means by which the
Son “inherits” the world in a distinctly
new way (cf Rev 5).
To sharpen our vision at this point, it is
worth observing that it is possible to
imagine the Father working through the
Son and yet the Son being transparent or
invisible in the process. We can imagine it,

In Jesus Christ
we learn
that all the
promises
and glory
of humanity
were actually
about him.
first, because that is how things were in
the Old Testament and, second, because
that’s still the way things work with the
Holy Spirit. Along with the Son we are
told that there is a third person through
whom the Father and Son work and are
made known, but – though the Spirit is
equally God, in the same way that the Son
is God – his way of working is mostly
invisible. “He’s like the wind” Jesus says
in John 3 – you hear the effects of his
passing but you can’t see him. If the Son
is like the radiance of the Father’s glory,
the Spirit is more like a lens that works
invisibly to bring that light into focus and
operation.
But the Father’s plan for the Son is that
he be glorified in his own right. Although
he was always the one through whom
God worked invisibly, now in his incarnation, death, and resurrection God presents him to the universe so that he now
possesses not simply his Father’s nature
but a new glory. This glory belongs to him
especially because he alone pays the
blood-price for our sin. The Father’s
sending of the Son fills the universe with a
new song of praise:
And they sang a new song:
“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased men
for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation.
You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.”
(Rev. 5:9-10)
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The last lines of the verse above connect us to the most astonishing part in all
this. It is one thing for the Son to be
humiliated as a man and then be rewarded
and praised in glory thereafter. Yet the Son
remains a man forever. The earthy
humanity which concealed his glory is
transformed into a glorious spiritual
humanity which he retains forever.
Somehow humanity itself accommodates
and frames his glory like a bezel fashioned
for a jewel. Just as salvation is not first
about us but the love of Father and Son,
now we see that even our humanity is not
about us but is an unfulfilled sign of the
Son’s own destiny. In Jesus Christ, the
Son made flesh, we learn that all the
promises and glory of humanity were
actually about him. The prophecies to
David are really promises to Jesus, the
promises to Abraham are really promises
to Jesus, and the promises to Israel are
again really promises to Him. Again
God’s declaration that humans are rulers
of his creation is really a promise to Jesus
(Ps. 8, cf Heb. 2).

I

n us and through us God the Father
speaks and makes promises to His
beloved Son. But just because we turn out
to be signs of and for Jesus doesn’t mean
we are discarded when the fulfilment
comes and he inherits his destiny. Instead
he brings us with him into that destiny.
The promises made to us which were
really about him are now shared again
with us in a mind-blowing new way!
So John tells us that “now we are children of God, and what we will be has not
yet been made known. But we know that
when he appears, we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is” (1 Jn 3:2). Jesus
promises that whoever overcomes in the
struggle against sin, “I will give the right to
sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his
throne” (Rev. 3:21). Paul writes that if we
are believers in Christ we share everything
that is his: sonship and inheritance (Rom.
8:16 17), exaltation (Eph. 2:6-7) or a resurrected body just like his (1 Cor. 15).
The mystery of the Trinity is finally a
secret that is revealed around and among
us. It is the Father working through His
Son to bring glory to the Son. It is the Son
humbling himself and becoming human
and then being raised as a glorious human
by the will of the Father. It is the glory
due to Jesus who not simply bears our
sins but brings us into the Father’s
embrace.
Andrew Moody is completing his MA on the
Trinity at Ridley College, Melbourne. ap
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A novel doctrine?
The Trinity is not a plot exposed by a paranoid anti-Christian novelist.

I

n Dan Brown’s best-selling novel The
Da Vinci Code, Sir Leigh Teabing, the
eccentric English historian of the
Holy Grail, makes the most unhistorical claim concerning the Council of
Nicaea in AD 325: “until that moment in
history, Jesus was viewed by his followers
as a mortal prophet … a great and powerful man, but a man nevertheless. A mortal.”
Sophie Neveu’s breathless response is:
“Hold on. You’re saying Jesus’ divinity
was the result of a vote?” Undeterred,
Teabing pontificates on without batting
an eyelid: “A relatively close vote at that.”
He even adds that the Dead Sea Scrolls
and the Nag Hammadi texts reveal a
human Jesus.
How do we unpack all that? What is
history and what is fiction? The short
answer is that it is almost entirely fiction.
It is true that there was a Council of
Nicaea in 325. After that, Teabing gets
nothing right. The council was called
because a presbyter named Arius, who
worked in Alexandria in Egypt, came to
the view that Christ is the first created
being. About the year 318 Arius was busy
preaching that God created Christ, then
the Holy Spirit, then the world. Like the
modern day Jehovah’s Witnesses, Arius
viewed Christ as the highest of the angels,
not the divine Word made flesh. Whatever
Arius’s deficiencies as a theologian, he
certainly did not teach that Jesus was simply a mortal prophet. Neither side in the
debate believed anything remotely as lame
as that.

Peter
Barnes
who had been dead for some years.
Sozomen writes that 17 supported Arius
at the opening of the council, but only five
bishops refused to sign the creed and/or
the attached anti-Arian anathemas. So it
seems
that
Teabing’s mathematical skills rival
Domitian
his expertise in
suffered
history.
delusions of
What about
deity; Christ
the Dead Sea
accepted his
Scrolls?
They
due acclaim.
predate the New
Testament, and
they simply do
not mention Jesus. The Teacher of
Righteousness is not John the Baptist, and
Jesus is not the Wicked Priest. The Nag
Hammadi texts are different, however.
They come from the second century and
later, and are full of references to Christ.
Gnosticism is a dualistic view of life,
where spirit is seen as divine, and matter

(flesh) as evil. This means that the
Gnostics rejected the incarnation, and in
the Gnostic scheme of things Christ is a
divine spirit, not God-made-man. The
Gnostic Christ, like Teabing’s, is a long
way from the Christ of the Gospels, but
for different reasons.
How, then, do we account for the doctrine of the Trinity? Clearly, the Bible in
both Testaments is strictly monotheistic.
There is only one God (Deut. 6:4; Isa.
44:6; Mark 12:29,32; 1 Cor. 8:4). Yet the
New Testament, armed with the first
commandment that we are to have no
other gods besides Yahweh, declares that a
man, Jesus of Nazareth, is also Lord. In
fact, Jesus is specifically referred to as
God in John 1:1, 18 (NASB is the best
text); 20:28; Romans 9:5 (not in the
RSV); Philippians 2:6; Titus 2:13;
Hebrews 1:8: 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20.
The emperor Domitian insisted that he
be addressed as “Lord and God”, but
Thomas willingly and joyfully embraced
Christ in the same terms (John 20:28).
Domitian was suffering from delusions of
deity; Christ was accepting his due
acclaim. As the Son of God, he is equal
with God (John 5:18); God is eternally
the Father of the eternal Son. Christ Jesus

N

or was the vote a relatively close one.
We are not sure how many bishops
were at Nicaea as no minutes have survived. Eusebius thought that 250 bishops
attended the council but Eustathius of
Antioch guessed that there were over 270.
The historian Sozomen put the figure at
300, as did Athanasius, although he later
adjusted this to 318 to match the number
of troops that Abraham put in the field
(Gen. 14). The emperor Constantine
thought that more than 300 were present.
How many supported Arius? The
Arian historian Philostorgius thought
that 22 bishops were sympathetic to
Arius, but his list includes Basil of Amasea
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is “the image of the invisible God” (Col.
1:15).
This is a stupendous claim. Christ
Jesus is eternal (John 8:58; Rev. 1:8, 17;
22:13), everywhere at the same time (Mt.
18:20; 28:20), unchangeable (Heb.13:8),
and able to do all things (Phil. 3:21; Heb.
1:3). He is the creator of the world (John
1:3, 10; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2-3, 10) and the
judge of all the world (Mt. 25:32; John
5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:10). He claims to forgive
sins in the same sense that God does
(Mark 2:1-12), and promises to give eternal life to those who trust him (John
10:28).
In the Old Testament, believers are
exhorted to call upon the Lord (Yahweh)
for salvation (Joel 2:32). In the New
Testament, this is applied to Christ (Acts
2:21; Rom. 10:13). God and Christ are
both described as the chief cornerstone, a
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence
(Isa. 8:14; 28:16 and Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:6,
8).
Christ is David’s Lord and David’s Son
at once (Ps. 110:1; Mt. 22:41-46). As man,
he is David’s son; as God, he is David’s
Lord. Because of this, Christ is not just
admired by Christians but worshipped
(Heb. 1:6; Rev. 5:12). Suggest to a Muslim
that he worships Mohammed, and he will
soon set you straight, but the Christian is
one who not only obeys Jesus as a true
prophet, but bows before him as the Lord
of glory.
The Holy Spirit too is set forth as a
divine person who can be blasphemed
(Mt. 12:31). A lie to the Spirit is a lie to
God (Acts 5:3-4). The Spirit does things
that only God can do. For example, he
was active in creating the world (Gen. 1:2;
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Ps. 104:30) and he raises the dead (Rom.
8:11). He also knows all things, even the
depths of God (Isa. 40:13-14; 1 Cor. 2:1011) and He is everywhere at the same time
(Ps. 139:7-10; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). He
shares the attributes of Yahweh, the I am
who I am, in that he is eternal (Heb. 9:14).
In summary, the Spirit of the Lord is the
Lord (2 Cor. 3:17-18).

We cannot
fully grasp the
mystery of
the Trinity,
nor can we
illustrate it.

None of this looks like political chicanery at the Council of Nicaea.
Australian journalist Mungo MacCallum
maintains that in the realm of politics,
stuff-ups explain more of reality than do
conspiracies. Nicaea, however, increasingly looks like neither. It simply reflects
the teaching of the Bible. Often the three
persons of the Godhead are mentioned
together in Scripture (Mt. 3:16-17; 28:19;
1 Cor. 12:4-6; 2 Cor. 13:14; Gal. 4:6; 1 Pet.
1:2). There is a triadic pattern all through
the New Testament – regarding the salvation of God’s people, the Father sought it,
the Son bought it, and the Spirit taught it.
Therefore, the one divine name – not
names – covers three persons (Mt. 28:19).
These three persons are not simply
appearances of the one person in different
guises or forms, as a man may be a pastor,
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a husband and a father. At the baptism of
Jesus, for example, the Father speaks from
heaven, the Son is baptized, and the Spirit
descends upon the Son in the form of a
dove. The roles are not interchangeable.
The Spirit is not baptized, and the Father
does not appear in the form of a dove.
We cannot fully grasp the mystery of
the Trinity, nor can we illustrate it. An
orange, for example, can be cut up into
three equal parts, but each part is onethird of the whole. Each person in the
Trinity, however, is God, not one-third of
God. Only the Son (Mt. 11:27) or the
Spirit (1 Cor. 2:11) can plumb the depths
of God. As Herman Bavinck says: “He
can be apprehended, he cannot be comprehended.”

H

ence, as Gregory of Nazianzus put it:
“I cannot think of the One without
quickly being encircled by the splendour
of the Three; nor can I discern the Three
without being straightway carried back to
the One.” The doctrine of the Trinity is
not a plot exposed by a modern day novelist suffering from a form of antiChristian paranoia. God has revealed
Himself in three Persons, and the appropriate response to this revelation is praise
and worship. An ancient hymn put it
rather well:
Laud and honour to the Father,
Laud and honour to the Son,
Laud and honour to the Spirit,
Ever Three and ever One,
One in might, and One in glory,
While unending ages run.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.
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Our glorious
challenge

I

t is interesting that the final
study last month (Luke 12:54-59)
has the same concern as the final
study this month (Luke 17:26-37)
– the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ in glory. Perhaps God is
impressing on us as a Church the
urgent need to reach our world with
the Good News of salvation before he
himself breaks in upon it with the
“bad news” of Judgment!
In these 20 studies Jesus continually
confronts us with the challenge to take
seriously his claims upon a lost world
that he came to save through the shedding of his own precious blood on a
cross outside Jerusalem. I have been
conscious of this challenge as I have
written these studies. I pray that we
will all be challenged as we work
through them. There is only one message of hope, only one Saviour, only
one way to heaven. It is our responsibility to make this truth known to as
many people as possible, and to pray
earnestly for a positive response from
all.
Bruce Christian

20 daily Bible studies in Luke 13-17

DAY 1

“Repent or perish” – Jesus.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 13:1-9

We are all upset by several examples over the last
few years of disasters claiming the lives of large numbers of “innocent victims”. How can a loving God let such things happen? When
Jesus was asked this question he shifted the focus from man’s view
of God to God’s view of man; from God’s apparent indifference in
allowing some to die to His great mercy in allowing any to live!
The clear message from the uncertainty of life is: “Repent”.

THE POINT

Jesus does some straightening out.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 13:10-17

Rules, and in particular the 10 Commandments, are
good when they help us to grow in our relationship to God (cf 1
Tim. 1:8); but they are a disaster if their observance binds us and
blinds us so that we are unable to enjoy a lively involvement with
what God is doing in his world through the power of Jesus.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• To quash any thought of rebellion, Pilate had slaughtered some
Jews in Galilee while they were offering sacrifices before God.
• Jesus declares us all sinners before God, and deserving to die; differential suffering is no measure of guilt (cf Romans 3:19-20).
• The one requirement God has for escaping death is repentance.
• Repentance must be accompanied by “hard” evidence that it is
genuine. Jesus’ parable of the unproductive fig tree was a clear reference to the lack of repentance on the part of God’s people, the Jews
(cf 3:7-9). Look out for more such references in Luke.
• The delay in judgement is a sign of God’s patience with them (9).

• Jesus’ custom was to be regularly involved in the things of God
on the day set apart for that purpose, the weekly Sabbath (10).
• Jesus saw a close connection between the crippled woman’s physical disability and her spiritual condition (11-13, 16).
• Jesus had power to overcome Satan’s mischief (12-13).
• The synagogue ruler was so obsessed and blinded by “rules” that
he was unable to recognise God’s merciful, healing power at work
in Jesus’ ministry; he was also keen to keep the common people’s
focus on ritual observance. Sadly, those bound by legalism often
want to see others bound as well, but the liberating power of the
Gospel is meant to bring joy to living (14, 17).
• It is part of the nature of our broken world that legalism carries
with it glaring and hypocritical inconsistencies (15).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What was your response to 9/11? ... Bali?... Beslan? ...

• Does this passage expose any hypocrisy/bondage in your life?

THE PARTICULARS
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From small beginnings....

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 13:18-21

It is easy for us to become discouraged about how
little impact the Gospel is having on our communities. Our battle
against the influence of greed, the media, sport/leisure/entertainment, etc, on people’s thinking and lifestyle is real “David and
Goliath” stuff. Many of our congregations are only small, with little
prospect of ever winning over the hearts of those around us. In
today’s passage and tomorrow’s Jesus has some important things to
say to us as we face the task of being his witnesses in our world.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus used everyday realities, to which ordinary people could
relate, in order to teach profound spiritual truths.
• Mark (4:31) includes the detail that the mustard seed is the smallest of seeds while the tree it grows into is the largest of the garden
plants. The growth of God’s Kingdom is characterised by tiny
beginnings with a large, all-encompassing end result.
• The birds represent the Church’s influence for good, even on the
outside world that benefits from its ministry in general.
• The relentless growth of God’s Kingdom can go unnoticed (21).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you trusting God in these dry times (cf Habakkuk 3:17-19)?
• What bird-resting branches does your congregation provide?

My uncle was a minister....

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 13:22-30

The mustard seed and yeast parables give grounds
for optimism. Perhaps it’s safe now to ask the question: “Will only
a few be saved?” in the hope of getting a negative answer! But there
is another side: there’s the problem of complacency, of being overconfident of one’s inclusion among God’s people without being
serious about the implications for daily living. The birds in the
branches might benefit from the tree, but that doesn’t make them
part of it! It’s not about just having right family connections. And
to be finally and eternally excluded is not a happy option.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus took every opportunity to teach as he moved around (22).
• In spite of the promised growth of God’s Kingdom there is still
only one entrance door – and it remains narrow (cf John 10:1,9).
• Having an official association with God’s people (eg through baptism, family, etc) is no guarantee of really belonging (26-27).
• The door into God’s Kingdom has a final closing time (25).
• Jesus leaves us in no doubt about the horrid reality of hell (28).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why is it important to balance the wideness of God’s mercy with
the narrowness of the way of salvation? What problems arise if we
ignore either? How can you be sure you are saved?

DAY 5

Mercy weeps while judgment acts.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 13:31-35

Jesus’ weeping over Jerusalem is reminiscent of
God’s constant pleadings for and with Israel throughout the Old
Testament (eg Ezekiel 18:30-32, Hosea 11, etc). Mercy can only weep
while justice and judgement take their course in God’s perfect timing.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Pharisees in general shared one thing in common with the
hated Herod: Jesus’ teaching and ministry embarrassed them.
• Jesus was equally opposed to both: to the worthless pest (fox)
Herod because he denied God’s sovereign rule, and to the Jewish
leaders because they rejected, and would kill, their Messiah.
• God had a specifically timed, immutable plan for the ministry and
death of his Messiah; no king could stand in its way (32-33).
• Jesus knew he had to die in Jerusalem and nothing could divert
him from the path to the cross. His death in God’s Holy City at
the hands of God’s people would seal their judgement for ever.
• The hen and chicks imagery is a telling picture of God’s love (34).
The reference to Psalm 118:26 (35), while having some application
to Palm Sunday (cf 19:38), will have its final fulfilment at Jesus’
Return when the Jews will know who he is (Zech. 12:10).
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DAY 6

Human wisdom fails again.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 14:1-6

We don’t really know how many people Jesus
healed during his relatively short public ministry. John indicates
that the number was quite significant (John 21:45). We could fairly
safely assume that many of the healings were done on the first six
days of the week. But the ones the Gospel writers are interested in
are the ones he did on the Seventh Day, the day of rest, because of
the reaction this ignited among the Jewish religious leaders who
always maintained a sharp, watchful eye for the slightest breach of
the 4th Commandment. Jesus gave them plenty to think about, but
that didn’t seem to stop them coming back for more!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Verses 1-2 give the impression that the dropsy victim’s presence at
the Sabbath meal was a set up, as it could well have been.
• Jesus anticipated the trap and asked the leaders a question that
was difficult to answer because of their list of man-made rules. Was
Jesus asking if Sabbath healing was against their rules (therefore
“Yes”), or against the Law of Moses (therefore “No”)? What was
clear was that they were out of step with Moses!
• Jesus’ consistent wisdom silenced the leaders every time.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you have any scruples that are not based on God’s Word?

DAY 7

Be humble, or be humiliated.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 14:7-14

One of our biggest problems is our desire for recognition here and now. Even when we think we are getting somewhere
in the humility contest we blow it by feeling a bit miffed if overlooked for an honour, or even if people fail to notice just how humble we are. Jesus puts all this in the context of hospitality etiquette.
He challenges us about how we see ourselves in relation to others,
and tests our real motives as to why we offer hospitality.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• It is dangerous to have too inflated a view of our own importance
and then to expect others to share our opinion. We can do this
overtly by just taking the best seat, or perhaps more subtly by
manoeuvring ourselves into a position where it would be too
embarrassing not to offer us an eminent seat. Being asked to go
down the pecking order in front of everyone is such a blow!
• Jesus said (cf Matt. 6:2-4) there is really only one reward for good
deeds: the praise/gratitude of men here and now, or God’s later
blessing in heaven. The quick option is not a good idea.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you genuinely humble? How do you feel when you submit
to Jesus’ teaching here, but no-one asks you to move up higher?
• What do you do to help the poor, the needy and the outcast?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

Unused place-cards!.
LUKE 14:15-24

The Pharisees might have been struggling to come
to grips with the practical outworking of Jesus’ teaching in their
lives, but of one thing they were certain: heaven will be great! Jesus
had to point out that even their place at the Great Banquet was not
assured; their Abraham/Moses connections were not enough.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Pharisees had firm expectations of a good place in heaven.
• The word translated “invited” in vss 17 and 24 has the meaning of
having the standing of being included among the called/elect.
• Final inclusion among the guests actually present at the Feast in
heaven depended on the priority given to it compared with (of
themselves legitimate) worldly pursuits. Jesus made this point
clearly when he said, “Seek first God’s Kingdom” (Matt. 6:33).
• Luke, of all the Gospel writers, has a special concern for the poor
and disadvantaged (compare eg Luke 6:20 with Matt. 5:3).
• There’s plenty of room in heaven for everyone, but not for those
who presume upon their special covenant status without backing it
up with a commitment to authentic Kingdom thinking.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Did Jesus see any future hope for Jerusalem apart from him?

• What qualities are the essence of genuine Kingdom thinking?
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All or nothing.

DAY 9
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 14:25-35

Jesus has some very strong words to say to a world
characterised by reluctance to make any sort of long-term commitment, by a self-centred attitude that rates convenience over faithfulness.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• When large numbers began to follow Jesus he resisted the temptation to concentrate on how he could maintain this outward
appearance of success. Instead, he made challenges designed to turn
people away unless they were prepared to put him before every
other attraction, commitment, relationship or comfort.
• Jesus used common, vivid examples in life to point out how foolish it is to begin to follow him without first counting the cost of
what is involved. He didn’t enlist people under false pretences.
• Enlisting with Jesus is an all-or-nothing decision; part-time
Christianity is as valid and meaningful as unsalty salt (33-35).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How do our strategies for producing and maintaining numerical
growth in our congregations compare with Jesus’ approach? What
desired outcomes are uppermost in our mind when we are arranging
our worship services? Be honest.
• Is Jesus really asking us to hate our family? What did he mean?
• What parts of your lifestyle are most challenged by Jesus here?

DAY 10

How deep the Father’s love for us.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 15:1-10

In the parable of the lost sheep and in the account
of the calling of Levi (see 5:32) Jesus refers to “righteous” people
who do not need to repent. This seems strange to us in the light of
his statements in John 5:24 and 6:29 for example and the general
teaching of Scripture about man’s universal condition (eg Romans
3:10-12, 23). The context is important. The 3 parables in Luke 15
are directed at people who think they are righteous and don’t need
to repent! Because these people think they have God’s approval on
the basis of their own good works they despise “sinners”. Jesus
wants them to see how far their thinking is from God’s!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus focussed and conducted his ministry in such a way that the
people who would feel least comfortable at church were attracted to
him, while the religious leaders were offended by him.
• These parables express the depth of God’s concern for every individual who is out of fellowship with Him and therefore “lost”.
• The great communal rejoicing in heaven further bears this out.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• When did you first realise you were a lost sinner who needed to
repent and receive God’s forgiveness? If it was a long time ago,
have you, perhaps unwittingly, become like the Pharisees?

DAY 11

How vast beyond all measure.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 15:11-24

Can you identify with the Parable of the Wasteful
Son, either because you’ve walked in his shoes (or bare feet!), or
because you have waited heart-broken at the gate for someone like
him to come home – or perhaps a combination of both? Jesus takes
these sad experiences and uses them to drive home to us the reality
of the Father’s sacrificial and unconditional love.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The younger son’s thinking was dominated by selfishness; all his
actions stemmed from a desire to satisfy his every whim at will. He
is a picture of what our own society is like today.
• It’s sad that the prodigal had to reach rock bottom before he got
everything into perspective. When all the attractive pleasures of the
world proved empty and transient, the restrictive influence of home
became a much better option – even without the party!
• The wasteful son deserved nothing, but got everything. Unlike
the sheep and the coin, his lost condition was the result of his own
wilful rebellion – but still the Father welcomed him back.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Reflect on experiences in your life that God has used to bring you
closer to him. Thank him for them (Rom. 8:28, 1 Thess. 5:18).
• What different aspects of grace do the 3 “lost” parables teach?

S

T

U

D Y

Grace is never fair.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 15:25-32

Jesus made it quite clear in all his teaching that we
can never really understand the concept of grace until we realise the
vast contrast between the depth of human sin and the infinite love
of a holy God. While ever we hang on to the notion that we
deserve a fair deal from God, or feel it unfair if someone else is getting a better deal, we are misunderstanding God’s grace in Christ.
A good test of whether or not we are on the right wavelength in
this regard is how we react when we see someone we think is less
worthy than ourselves being treated as if they are better.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The older son could possibly have coped with his father forgiving
his younger brother when he came home with his tail between his
legs – there is some satisfaction in seeing repentant sinners having
to grovel. It is the feast and festivity that really got up his nose.
Why treat a miscreant like a magnificent hero?
• There is no trace of rebuke in the father’s response to the older
son’s angry outburst. God’s patience and grace reach out in a loving, pleading way to faithful, good-living people as well!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How much have you understood grace? Is there anyone about
whose obvious blessing from God you feel an itsy bit jealous?

DAY 13

Made round to go round.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 16:1-12

Jesus had a lot to say about what our attitude
should be to our “worldly wealth” (literally, “unrighteous mammon”). It is most dangerous to us when we store it up (cf 12:1321); less so when we share it round. This seems to be the point
Jesus is making in verse 9 – the less money we have to undermine
our faith, the better chance we have of ending up in heaven! It is in
this context that we need to understand this very difficult parable.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The steward faced dismissal for wasting his master’s possessions,
presumably on himself (much as the prodigal son had done his
father’s). Jesus will apply this generally in verses 10-12.
• The reduced repayments could well have been enough to cover
the original debt without the (prohibited) interest (cf Ex.22:25), so
the master couldn’t in good conscience condemn the steward.
• The master commended an unjust steward for being clever; he
didn’t commend a clever steward for being unjust. While being
careful not to adopt the world’s greedy, selfish attitudes, naive
Christians could learn a bit of plain common sense from them.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you using all the resources God has given you wisely? Are
you storing something that might better be shared with others?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

The root of all evil.
LUKE 16:13-18

Paul warned young Timothy that the root of all evil
is the love of money. The Pharisees loved money (14) and hence
got themselves into all sorts of strife with just about every aspect of
God’s Law. By devoting themselves to the god “Money”
(Mammon) they got everything the wrong way round and ended up
putting a high value on the very things God detested! No, the Law
still stands, right down to the very last detail, and it’s this fact that
impels people who put God first to embrace the “preached good
news” of His Kingdom, the fulfilment of all the Law’s just requirements in Jesus the Saviour. Sadly, this didn’t include the Pharisees
since Mammon worship had totally blinded them.
Because the sinless Saviour died my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Money has the capacity to usurp God’s rightful place in our lives;
when this happens everything else gets out of perspective.
• God’s Law still applies; that is why we desperately need Jesus. For
instance, adultery is always wrong: and see Matthew 5:28!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Ours is an increasingly materialistic society and for many professing Christians the trap has already sprung. What about you?
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What empty tomb?.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 16:19-31
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DAY 18

Another embarrassing Samaritan.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 17:11-19

It must have really irked the Jewish leaders to be
“shown up” by good Samaritans; after all, the Samaritans were a
despised race with whom they had no dealings. The event involving
the group of ten lepers is a further reminder that we are all (Jew,
Samaritan and Gentile) in the same boat before God and that the
only contribution we can make to our salvation is to say, “Thanks”.

THE POINT

This story brings together in a graphic way everything Jesus has been saying about money, responsibility, sharing, and
grace. It also has the extra dimension of driving home the eternal
consequences of failing to heed the warnings. Finally, Jesus uses the
opportunity his story provides to condemn the Pharisees in advance
for their blindness that will not see his empty tomb.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• The point of the parable of the lost sheep is reflected in the fact
that we are told Lazarus’ name but the rich man is unidentified.
• The fortunes of the 2 men are completely reversed after death.
• Jesus leaves us in no doubt about the reality of hell: its torment,
its irrevocability, its eternity, and the fact that it is only on this side
of the grave that we have the opportunity for repentance – on the
other side there is only remorse. He also makes clear that God has
given us enough warning to leave us without excuse.
• Contrary to the rich man’s logic, Jesus knew that the miracle of
his resurrection, in itself, would not be sufficient to convince people
about the way of salvation (cf John 9:39-41, Acts 17:31).

• Leprosy, like sin, is the great leveller. The distinction between Jew
and Samaritan no longer applied among the band of outcasts.
• The lepers (like sinners) were desperate. Rejected by men, they
knew that their only hope was to be found in the mercy of Jesus.
• The cleansing wasn’t apparent until after they had taken the step
of faith and set off in obedience to Jesus’ command (14b).
• The response approved by Jesus was to praise and thank God.
• The Greek word in Jesus’ declaration at the end of verse 19 is the
normal verb “to save” used in a form meaning: “you now stand in a
whole/healthy relationship (to God) based on what he has already
done for you (ie saved you)”. This was brought about by grace (see
yesterday) through his faith response alone.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In the light of this parable of Jesus, is the Church today failing in
its responsibility to warn people about the reality of hell?

DAY 16

To err is human, to forgive divine.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 17:1-4

Jesus is under no misapprehension; the world he has
entered is inevitably sinful because of the condition of the human
heart. But he warns us strongly against the danger of hiding behind
the reality of sin’s inevitability (“to err is human”) instead of bringing it out into the open and dealing with it decisively, both in ourselves and in others – not forgetting, of course, to forgive!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The fact that bad things happen in a sinful world as a result of
human frailty does not absolve any of us from being held accountable for any contribution we might make to the decline.
• In particular, God considers failure to act responsibly towards the
spiritual protection and development of the vulnerable to be so serious that a terrible drowning death would be preferable!
• Sinful behaviour is an extremely serious matter in God’s eyes: it
must be rebuked whenever it occurs – but always in a loving attitude that anticipates repentance and offers unlimited forgiveness
(the number 7 in Scripture is symbolic of completeness).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have we as Christians become too accepting of the (increasingly?) sinful behaviour around us, accepting it as “normal” rather
than addressing its consequences? How must we correct this?

DAY 17

No extra “Brownie points”.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 17:5-10

These words of Jesus are particularly relevant for
Christians today. Under the influence of the world we’ve somehow
come to believe that God owes us something. This attitude is seen
most clearly when we complain because things go wrong (“I
deserve better than this”), much like the Israelites in the desert
under Moses. It is humbling to hear Jesus remind us that anything
we have, or are, is only because of God’s grace. Even the fact that
our faith is so meagre is a good reminder of this truth!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The disciples wanted more faith; the hard teaching about hell and
sin and no excuses for any failure to forgive was becoming a bit
overwhelming. Jesus informed them that they didn’t need more,
they just needed some! They needed to focus on who God is.
• We lost our direct relationship with God at the Fall. We come
into the world, not as His sons, but as His servants – responsible to
Him but being owed nothing by Him. What Jesus has done in
restoring us as sons is by grace alone (cf Rom. 5:17, Gal. 4:3-5).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does Jesus’ teaching here (cf v.10) refute the idea that some
Christians (canonised “Saints”) have earned excess merit during
their earthly pilgrimage for “lesser” Christians to draw on?
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TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you a sinner saved by grace? Praise and thank God today!

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

Thy Kingdom come....
LUKE 17:20-25

In these 6 verses we catch a glimpse of the whole
scenario of God’s working in human history with all its contrasts.
The Jews were looking for an earthly kingdom, but Jesus said they
were wrong on two counts: in one sense it would be considerably
less spectacular than this because it would happen inside people’s
hearts and minds; but in another sense it would be infinitely more
spectacular because everyone will see the final Coming of the Son
of Man when the whole sky will be lit up simultaneously with his
glory. The Jews were seeking a victorious military kingdom, but
again they were mistaken: the victory would only come about
through suffering and death. Yes, God is establishing His rightful
rule in his world, but in a way that is quite different from all our
human ideas and expectations.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Pharisees, on observing Jesus at work, were quite curious
about the details of the coming in of God’s promised Kingdom.
• The presence of God’s Kingdom silently within believers, and the
promise of its revelation when Christ comes back in glory, are not
mutually exclusive; each has its place in history.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why did Jesus give the Pharisees the small picture and the disciples the big picture? Which “generation” rejected Jesus?

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

No looking back.
LUKE 17:26-37

The Jews liked to debate the coming in of God’s
future Messianic Kingdom in theoretical, philosophical terms; Jesus
showed them the need to treat it as a serious reality which demanded
urgent action on their part. God’s Judgement is swift and final.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• During the construction of Noah’s ark (100 years) the earth’s
inhabitants had ample time to mend their ways. The construction
was a constant, visible reminder of their pending doom.
• When the flood came it came suddenly with no time to repent; it
was no different when God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, and it
will be no different when Jesus returns as Judge (cf Acts 17:31).
• Jesus here endorses the historicity of a universal flood, the “fire
and brimstone” destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of the
fate of Lot’s wife; we have no grounds therefore for doubting it.
• Jesus’ everyday illustrations demonstrate, on the one hand, the
unexpected and sudden nature of his coming, and on the other, the
discriminatory nature of saving grace; contrary to popular opinion,
not everyone will be in heaven. By using both night and day illustrations he shows his coming will be instantaneous and universal.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What makes today an unlikely possibility for Judgement Day?
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Across
Australia
Church’s Ten Principles
By Bob Thomas

W

e meet together in General Assembly
for fellowship with one another across all
borders; we meet together in General
Assembly to be taught of the Lord
through the assembly’s devotional program; we meet together in General
Assembly for the transaction of business
with the aim of equipping the whole
church to go forward “declaring His
glory”.
To do this, we must set an ambitious
agenda for ourselves as a church.
First, we must affirm that the time has
well and truly come for us to declare that
we are a Bible-believing church, that the
Bible really is our supreme standard, our
only rule of faith and practice, and if that
is not the case, then we have no reason to
exist.
Second, we must demonstrate to all
Christian people and to all the world that
the terms “Bible-believing” and “mainstream” are synonyms. We are blessed
with three theological colleges in which
every teacher is committed to the truth
and authority of Scripture and which
handsomely meet the requirements for
accreditation laid down by both secular
and sacred authorities. Humanly speaking, they are the heart-beat of the church
and we must invest heavily in them so as
to maximise the benefit we will receive
from them.
Third, we must not withdraw into any
shell. We can hold our head up high in the
marketplace of ideas, taking the gospel
into all the world and looking to the Lord
to give such increase as He wills on
account of our endeavours.
Fourth, we must stand beside, support
and encourage all fellow Bible-believing
Christians who sometimes find themselves in discouraging situations. In particular we must forge bonds of fellowship
with Presbyterians in other countries
who are going through similar ordeals to
the one we went through all those years
ago. The emergence of Grace
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, for
example, should bring us much joy as we
know that a faithful testimony is again
being raised in that land.
Fifth, we must not rest on our laurels.
We rejoice at the large number of mis-

E

W

S

sionaries raised up to go under our banner
into all the world, at the re-establishment
and growth of the Inland Mission, at the
numbers of men coming forward for the
ministry; but the fields remain white unto
harvest, and we must be constant in
prayer that the Lord of the harvest will
send out more and more and more workers into His harvest fields.
Sixth, we must develop into a national
church. Many years ago now a new constitution was written for the PCA, but
only the third part of it was invoked in
order to enable the church to enter into
union with other churches. Parts one and
two continue to gather dust on a shelf
somewhere, when they could be brought
into use to draw us more closely together
in more effective gospel endeavour.
Seventh, we must depart with all our
hearts from the Five Words of
Presbyterianism: We’ve Never Done That
Before. It’s high time Presbyterians learnt
to surprise themselves and to discover not
what they can’t do, but what, under God,
they can do. Brothers and sisters, if we can
adopt a new church crest, we can do anything.
Eighth, we must look to our administrators to empower us. When a new initiative or a fresh approach comes along, we
don’t want to see it knocked out on a
technicality; we don’t want to know why
we can’t do it; we want to know how we
can do it.
Ninth, we must look to our financial
experts to resource us. If the Parable of
the Talents is anything to go by (and it is),
the question the Lord will ask us when He
returns will not be: “How much money
have you locked away?” The question will
be: “What have you done with what I gave
you?”
Tenth, we must never take our eyes off

Jesus. We are his ransomed people. He is
the King and Head of the church.
Without him we can do nothing. With
him we can do all things.
This is an extract of the address to the
General Assembly of Australia by the new
Moderator-General, Rev. Bob Thomas.

Around
the World
Creative agenda

S

erbia’s government has ordered schools
to stop teaching Charles Darwin’s theory
of evolution in schools this year, saying it
left many questions unanswered and was
at best “dogmatic”, Serbian media
reported.
The Cabinet of Serbian Prime
Minister Vojislav Kostunica backed the
decision of Education Minister Ljiljana
Colic that the teaching of evolution can
only resume if it shares the same billing
with creationism, the school of thought
that the earth and its species were “created”.
The government said it wanted to
throw Darwin out as the “accumulated
scientific knowledge on the origin and
development of man is full of voids”.
Assist News Service

Gunmen attack church

W
hile holding a prayer service on
September 4, the Christian and
Missionary Alliance Church in Obrero,
Puerto Asis in southern Colombia, was
raided by three masked men who fired
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‘The Authority of Scripture’ and ‘The Authority of Man’
4 lectures CD MP3 format $20
To order these or other resources: Mignon Goswell manager
Ph: 0400 880 515 E-mail: ptcmedia@presbyteriancollege.org
684 Elgar Road Box Hill North Vic 3129.
Postage and handling $2.50 for every two CDs or part thereof. Cheque payable to ‘Presbyterian
Church of Victoria’. A ministry of the Presbyterian Theological College Melbourne
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into the congregation indiscriminately
with automatic rifles. When the attack
was over, three believers lay dead and 14
were seriously injured. The gunmen were
able to escape into the darkness. There
have been no arrests.
The apparent target, a retired police
officer and public official who had
recently started to attend the church, was
seriously wounded in the attack. It
appears that the assailants were members
of Colombia’s main Marxist rebel group,
as pamphlets containing FARC propaganda were found at the church.
Voice of the Martyrs

Church destroyed

A

church building in far western Nepal
was completely destroyed last month
and villagers have been warned not to
meet again, according to Voice of the
Martyrs sources in Nepal. All of the
contents of the building were either
burned or stolen, including musical
instruments, books and carpets.
Believers have been meeting in the facility for almost 40 years and there had
been an understanding with the perpetrators that the church meetings were
fine. This attack happened at a time
when the fellowship was growing

E

W
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rapidly, meeting the needs of many who
were seeking for answers.
While no one was hurt, local Christians
are understandably shaken and future
meetings of the church are uncertain at
this point. Christian leaders will be meeting those responsible for the attack to try
to reach an agreement.

Mobs close churches

Sthreats
everal churches in Indonesia have faced
or attacks from mobs, forcing
some to close. According to VOM
sources in Indonesia, a mob forced three
churches to close in Bogor City on 23
August, claiming that the churches did
not have permission to operate.
On the evening of 29 August, a mob
attacked the Christ Assembly Church’s
Ministry Post in Bekasi City, West Java.
The gate of the church, windows and tiles
were destroyed. Twenty people have since
been arrested, including a prominent
leader in the community.
In Rancaekek Subdistrict, Bandung
City, church leaders were gathered
together on 19 August and informed that
houses used for church meetings must
close after 6 September.
Voice of the Martyrs
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Missionaries hostage

Ahaventi-Christian
elements in Bihar, India,
captured, severely beaten and are
threatening to kill Gospel For Asia missionary Pastor Manrathan and his wife.
GFA Bible woman Sarita is also being
held hostage.
An anti-Christian mob from six villages was holding the gospel workers tied
to a tree, demanding 25,000 rupees as a
ransom for desecrating their village with
the gospel. If the amount is not received,
they plan to kill the missionaries as a sacrifice to their deities. There are no police
in the isolated area to intervene. GFA
leaders are fervently praying for wisdom
on how they can best help the situation.
The anti-Christian group spearheading
the incident is the same one that burned
missionary Graham Staines and his two
children alive in Orissa several years ago.
In recent years a number of GFA missionaries serving in their native India have been
murdered for sharing their faith as well.
Pastor Manrathan’s village has proven
extremely dangerous for Christian workers. They recently planted a church in this
remote area of North India. A few weeks
ago, Pastor Manrathan held a service
where new believers publicly proclaimed
their Christian faith. It was a significant

N

time for the congregation. One new
believer, a tribal person, renounced his old
faith publicly by turning away from everything else to believe in God.
This act was brought to the attention
of the whole village by his neighbors, who
objected to his conversion. In no time, the
news of this event spread to six surrounding villages. Soon a large mob descended
on the small congregation.
Gospel for Asia

Pakistani police torture man

N

asir Masih, a young Pakistani Christian
man, died in prison on 19 August – four
days after being beaten and tortured by
officers in two different police stations.
When local Christians sought to have the
police brutality investigated, 40 of the
protesting Christians were arrested.
According to Barnabas Fund, Nasir
Masih, son of a municipal sanitary worker
from Sheikhupura, near Lahore, Punjab
Province, went to join in the celebrations
for Pakistan’s Independence Day on 15
August. He got into a fight with local
Muslims who beat him severely and then
had him arrested on false charges of theft.
At a police station Nasir was beaten
again and then handed over to Saddar
Police Station. Here he was tortured to
the point where he lost consciousness.
The following morning the police sent
Nasir to the area magistrate who did not
see him but sent him straight to district
Jail Sheikhupura. Nasir was given no
treatment for his injuries and died in
prison on 19 August. There were 21 injury
marks visible on his body, but four doctors who examined it said they could not
determine the cause of death.
When Nasir’s family heard of his death
they went to the prison to collect his
body, accompanied by a crowd of local
people. The family and others present
refused to accept the body unless the
superintendent of the prison would accept
responsibility for Nasir’s death. The
superintendent refused to accept responsibility and blamed the police; the police
in turn blamed the local Muslims who had
originally been fighting with Nasir.
Despite the refusal of all officials to
accept responsibility for Nasir’s death, his
family eventually received the body. But a
crowd of hundreds of Christians began to
shout protests and blocked the traffic.
Eventually at 10 that night the police
Deputy Inspector General agreed to register a case against the police.
Assist News Service
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On the
Agenda
Evangelicals key to power
By Barney Zwartz

C

onservative Christians will decide the
next US President, and abortion will be
the key issue, according to a controversial
Christian commentator. Tony Campolo –
emeritus professor of sociology and spiritual adviser to former President Bill
Clinton – says that the divide between the
religious right and the political right in the
US is virtually non-existent.
“Evangelicals are totally committed to
the Republican party of George Bush,’’
said Dr Campolo, who recently gave a lecture tour of Australia on behalf of a
Christian aid group, Opportunity
International.
“The ability of the Republican party to
harness evangelical votes to their cause is
perhaps the most significant political reality of the coming election. Nothing is
more important than that when it comes
to the swinging vote.’’
He said Democrat candidate John
Kerry had put together a task force to win
evangelicals, whom the party was increasingly aware it had ignored.
“Most political strategists in the US
would argue that the evangelical community holds the balance of power, and it’s
going to be very close. The question is,
can Kerry pull away enough evangelical
support to win?’’

Dr Campolo said the Christian right
had two “hot spots’’: homosexuality and
abortion. Both Bush and Kerry supported
gay civil unions that were not called marriage, but they were poles apart on abortion.
He said abortion was far from settled
in the US – unlike Australia, where it had
become a private affair – and Bush strategist Karl Rove ruthlessly used the issue to
commit evangelicals. “There are 55 million Americans who would call themselves born-again evangelicals. Beyond
anything, abortion is the ultimate moral
issue, so much so that I have heard people
say there is no way you can be a Christian
and support the Democratic party.
“The issue, as Time magazine noted, is
driving a wedge through the American
public such as never has gone before. For
example, 63 per cent of all faithful churchgoers in America are solidly behind Bush,
and 69 per cent of all secularists are solidly
behind Kerry. What more statistical evidence do you need of a wedge?’’
He said America had twice as many
evangelicals as secularists, which was why
they held the balance of power.
Dr Campolo said evangelicals had
powerfully influenced Bush’s Middle East
policy, but not for good. “They are supporting a kind of ethnic cleansing of the
Holy Land because they think this is
some kind of prerequisite for the return of
Christ.
“The Jesus I preach loves Palestinians
every bit as much as he loves Jews, and the
Jesus I preach would want both to have a
land of their own with secure borders.’’
Barney Zwartz is religion editor for The
Age, Melbourne.

COUNTRY & TERTIARY STUDENTS
ACCOMMODATION
We aim at providing not only first class accommodation but an
atmosphere where young people can grow through pastoral care and
the opportunity to study God’s word.
These units are under direct on-site management.

APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM:
Mrs. J. Baldwin, Honorary Secretary
Presbyterian Council for Students’ Residences
1 Rosemeadow Drive Cape Cabarita, 2137.
Phone: (02) 8765 1642
Managers’ Phone: (02) 9569 7613
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Consistent Calvinists
Christians must broaden the submission of prayer to all life.

W

hen as Christians we have been
overwhelmed by God’s majesty
and have learned to rejoice in
the forgiveness of sins, we will
soon realise, like Isaiah, that God has
work for us to do: “Then I heard the voice
of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?’ And I said,
‘Here am I. Send me!’” (Isa. 6:8).
For the Christian there can be no hesitation, no negotiation, no discussion or
argument. Isaiah was ready to go.
Sovereign grace constrained him to surrender his will to God’s will, and thus to
commit his whole life to the service of
God. It was not an easy mission. God was
sending him to preach judgment to people who would neither listen nor repent.
He said, “Go and tell this people: ‘Be
ever hearing, but never understanding; be
ever seeing, but never perceiving’.” (Isa.
6:9).
By conventional standards, Isaiah was
destined to become a failed prophet, a
spectacularly unsuccessful evangelist. But
he did not try to bargain for a better job
offer. All he said was, “For how long, O
Lord?” (Isa. 6:11). Such submission is the
mark of someone who has embraced the
doctrines of grace.
This submission also comes to characterise the Christian’s entire experience.
What is a true Calvinist? B. B. Warfield
insisted that true Calvinists are “humble
souls, who, in the quiet of retired lives,
have caught a vision of God in His glory
and are cherishing in their hearts that vital
flame of complete dependence on Him
which is the very essence of Calvinism”.

O

ne way true Calvinists demonstrate
the complete dependence of a submissive will is by making a commitment
to the life of prayer. It is sometimes
thought that God’s sovereignty inhibits
prayer. If God has already decided what
He is going to do, the argument goes,
and there is nothing that we can do to
change what He has planned from all
eternity, then why should we pray? It
won’t make any difference anyway, so
why bother?
The flaw in this argument should immediately be evident to anyone who knows

James Montgomery Boice
and

Philip Graham Ryken
the Lord’s Prayer, for Jesus taught us to
pray, “Your will be done” (Mt. 6:10). In
prayer we surrender our will to God’s will.
Prayer is not a way of getting God to do
what we want Him to do; rather, it is a way
of submitting to God’s will in all things.
Furthermore, the sovereignty of God
proves to be absolutely essential to the
efficacy of prayer, for only a sovereign

When they are
on their knees,
all Christians
are Calvinists.

God has the power to answer! This is why
it is sometimes said that when they are on
their knees, all Christians are Calvinists.
True prayer is prostration before the sovereignty of God, and Calvinism simply
maintains this posture all through life.
To quote again from B. B. Warfield,
“The Calvinist is the man who is determined to preserve the attitude he takes in
prayer in all his thinking, in all his feeling,
in all his doing.... Other men are
Calvinists on their knees; the Calvinist is
the man who is determined that his intellect, and heart, and will shall remain on
their knees continually, and only from this
attitude think, and feel and act.”
One way to test the claim that every
Christian is a Calvinist at prayer is to consider how believers pray for the unconverted. Imagine for a moment that God is
not sovereign in grace, that salvation ultimately depends on the sinner’s own
choice. How then should we pray? Do we
say: “Dear Lord, I realise that there may
not be much that you can do about this,
but if there is, please help my friend somehow to become a Christian”? Of course,
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the idea that anyone prays this way is
absurd. But what makes it so absurd is
that, deep down, every Christian believes
in the sovereignty of God’s grace. When
we pray for sinners to be converted, therefore, we ask God to do something for
them that we know they are utterly incapable of doing for themselves. We ask
God to invade their minds, change their
hearts, and bend their wills so that they
will come to him in faith and repentance.
In short, in our intercession we depend on
God to save them.
This attitude of dependence ought to
characterise the Christian’s entire
approach to evangelism. True evangelism
is entirely dependent on God for its success. The regeneration of the sinner’s
mind and heart is the work of God’s
Spirit. It does not depend on saying the
right words or using the most effective
technique. The true Calvinist surrenders
to God’s will in sharing the gospel,
because God’s sovereignty in grace gives
the only hope of success.
James Packer writes: “In evangelism ...
we are impotent; we depend wholly upon
God to make our witness effective; only
because He is able to give men new hearts
can we hope that through our preaching
of the gospel sinners will be born again.
These facts ought to drive us to prayer.”

A

good example of an evangelist who
submitted to God’s will is the apostle
Paul. No one was more committed to the
doctrines of grace than Paul. At the same
time, no one was more committed to
prayer and evangelism. Paul did not
assume that because God is sovereign in
grace, therefore prayer is unnecessary.
On the contrary, he understood that
since salvation is entirely due to God’s
grace, for that reason prayer is absolutely
essential. Those who believe most
strongly in the sovereignty of grace
ought to be most persistent in asking
God to do what only he can do, and that
is to save sinners.
An edited extract from The Doctrines of
Grace by James Montgomery Boice and
Philip Graham Ryken (Crossway Books,
ap
2002).
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Getting my goat
Some sermons need propping up. Choose the props carefully.

R

ob Bell is becoming famous for
his soul-stirring sermon from
Leviticus 16 on the Day of
Atonement, featuring a live goat
and a man dressed as the high priest. Rob
pastors Mars Hill Bible Church in
Grandville, Michigan. His congregation is
accustomed to his innovative use of props
and stories. In this message, Rob dramatises Jesus’ ministry as the ultimate scapegoat and as our great High Priest who sat
down when the work of atonement was
done.
I saw the sermon at a preaching conference at Willow Creek Community
Church. Rob brought out the priest and
goat — both live. When he finished, Rob
sent the sin-bearing goat away and
declared, “The goat has left the building!”
The priest walked slowly to a chair, sat,
and the audience erupted into cheers,
high-fives, applause, and a little celebratory dancing. I don’t usually borrow from
other speakers, but on that day I thought,
I want to preach that sermon. It would
make a great Easter message.
The staff encouraged me to preach it
on Easter. Then I asked some of our leaders if I could spend money on a goat. They
feigned nonchalance and told me to get
whatever I wanted.

A

mazingly, several places in the
Chicago area advertise animal rentals.
I started composing an e-mail. In the subject line I wrote, “Pastor seeking goat”.
That sounded like a bad personals ad. I
tried “Goat wanted”, but that, too,
seemed open to improper interpretation. I
went with “Animal rental inquiry” and
sent a detailed request to three places.
I heard back immediately from one,
which rented animals for use in movies
and commercials. Amanda told me she
could arrange a goat and handler for me
for $500. I didn’t need a goat that could
act, I wrote back. A cheaper goat without
much talent would be fine. Amanda
ignored me.
Bob responded next. His goats were
mostly booked for Easter, but he felt he
might be able to squeeze me in — for
$499.
Lisa replied a day later. No goat, but
“we have a desert-painted sheep baby who

John
Beukema
looks exactly like a goat,” she said. $350.
She could send me a picture. I wasn’t
interested in a faux goat, but out of
curiosity, I asked Lisa to send the picture.
She never did.
In desperation I began to ask everyone
around if they knew where I could get a
goat. Finally, our youth pastor located a
farm that would
lend me one for
free.
I called the
Victor
lady and identisquealed like
fied myself.
“You mean you
an air raid
want a lamb,
siren all the
don’t you?” she
way home.
asked
“No. I would
like to borrow
one of your
goats.”
“For Easter Sunday?”
“That’s right.”
“What are you gonna do with it?”
“Well, I’m not going to sacrifice it, if
that’s what you’re worried about.”
“Well, #@*#! &%#$@!! A preacher
with a sense of humor! I’ll be @*#!
%#$@!!”
I took that to mean our transaction
was settled and turned to my next prop, a
high priest’s costume.
As Easter neared, I took Rob’s talk and
began to make it mine. I did additional
research and verified Rob’s information.
Everything seemed to come together.
Still, I was beginning to worry; so much
could go wrong.
Sleep was hard to come by that week.
On Thursday I got up at 4am, and Friday
I awoke at 3am. On Saturday my two
daughters and I drove the church van an
hour away to the farm to pick up the goat.
Ed, the owner, took me to the goat
pen. There were about 50 goats in all colors and sizes. “Which one ya want?” he
asked.

“Um … a male … with horns …
medium sized … calm.”
Ed startled me by diving into a cluster
of goats. When he stood up he had a goat
by the back of the neck. The brown and
white animal bucked and bleated and was
generally unhappy. At this moment I realized I had neglected to bring a rope or a
tranquilizer gun.
“Here,” he said and thrust the squirming goat into my arms. “Hold his legs and
be careful of the horns. He could put your
eye out.”
My youngest daughter named the goat
Victor. Victor squealed like an air raid
siren all the way home.
The plan was to let the goat have free
reign of our garage for the next 24 hours.
I’d spent the previous Saturday clearing it
out for the purpose. The goat acknowledged the fine accommodations by immediately depositing a pile of pellets on the
floor. This actually brought me a small
measure of comfort. I hoped the goat
would get it out of his system before the
service. I scooped up the pellets and took
them out, but I returned to the garage just
in time to see Victor empty his bladder
onto the floor.
He wasn’t finished. Throughout the
day Victor busied himself with his three
major talents, one of which was bleating.
Apparently my role in Victor’s abduction
had traumatised him. As a result, every
time he spotted me, Victor emptied himself. This was not the kind of Pavlovian
reaction we hoped for.
My wife and I rushed over to the
church to install defensive measures. We
laid down a runway of paper to protect
the platform. We plotted Victor’s
entrance and exit cues as if it were a presidential motorcade. I imagined the impact
an incontinent, bleating goat would have
on Easter morning, just a few hours away.
I feared I had made a terrible mistake.
My wife decided to fast.

A

t sunrise I opened the garage door.
Victor eyed me warily. The floor
resembled a topographical map of a
Mississippi River delta, and there was no
safe place to step. Victor was nestled comfortably on a cushion of manure. This
solidified my intention not to serve our
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guest any breakfast. I chased him around
the garage until I caught him, deposited
him in the van, and went to clean up.
At church, I parked the van close to an
exit door. When Larry, my goat handler,
arrived, I explained that Victor was a little
wild and his platform time would be limited. I chose Larry for the part because he
is a strong and unflappable outdoorsman
who spends several weeks each year hunting. My only concern was that Larry
would have the goat roasting over an open
fire before I pronounced the benediction.
I reminded Larry that “rental” implied
returning in good condition.
Since I doubted the goat could stay
quiet or clean for long, I decided he
needed to remain in the van. My wife
would signal Larry when I started preaching. Then Larry would bring Victor
through the exit door and wait in the hall
by the entrance to the platform. At the
right time Larry and Victor would join the
high priest and me on the platform.
I told Larry, “The goat will not follow
you and he doesn’t like to be led, but I
need that goat out there. Carry him if you
have to. Be careful because he kicks hard.
And watch out for the horns, you could
lose an eye.”
As the service time approached, I
realised I’d forgotten all about the high
priest. Just as panic was setting in, he
turned up and I quickly helped him into
his priestly garments, tassels, bells, and
sashes.

W

hen it came time for my sermon, I
exploded onto the platform. Lack of
sleep, anxiety, caffeine, and fervent prayer
combined into a passion that Muslim
extremists only dream about. Moments
later, the high priest heard his cue and
joined me.
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People ooohed and aaahed at the
incredibly detailed costume a talented
seamstress in our congregation had made.
Meanwhile I glanced furtively at door
number two.
The moment of truth finally arrived.
After reading Leviticus 16:20-22 I said,
“We need a live goat to help us picture this
scene.”
The
door
swung open and
there was Larry.
He gave a gentle
The church tug and Victor
erupted in popped out on to
cheers, the paper runway
praises, and and planted all
hooves.
shouts of joy. four
Larry pulled and
Victor slid along
behind him out
to centre stage.
When Victor saw all the people he said,
“Baaaaaaa.”
People laughed. I talked louder. Victor
said “Baaaaaaa” repeatedly with increased
volume. I approached the goat with the
red cord, symbolising the sins of the people. My sudden movement frightened him
and he scrambled backward between
Larry’s legs. Larry was able to thwart the
escape attempt. Then it was time for the
high priest to lay his hands on the goat’s
head. Victor didn’t like that either.
Although he did stop bleating, it was
because he focused on bucking furiously
for freedom.
“Then the man appointed to the task
would lead the goat out into the wilderness,” I said quickly.
“Baaaaaaa,” said the goat, and balked.
Larry slid Victor back out the door.
Clearly the goat did not want to leave the
building.

The culmination of the sermon was
when the high priest sat down. Just as
Rob Bell had done, I encouraged people
to “celebrate in honor of Jesus, our Great
High Priest who is seated now because
the work is done”.
The congregation watched in silence as
the priest moved toward the chair and
slowly sat down.
The church erupted in cheers, praises,
and shouts of joy. I did a few laps around
the auditorium, slapping hands, and
jumping exuberantly. People hugged each
other, did high fives, and some managed
to rejoice quietly on the inside.

H

oarse and happy, I pronounced the
benediction, realising I had to do the
whole thing over again in an hour.
The second service went even better.
And Victor made no unwelcome contributions. People were blessed and challenged. My prayer that the props would
not detract from God’s glory was
answered.
Following worship, my family and I
didn’t even take time for Easter dinner.
Instead, we drove straight to the farm to
ensure the goat had truly left the building.
Then we cleaned our garage. Our flowers
should be well fertilised this year.
I included Rob Bell in the list of people
I thanked in the bulletin. His creative sermon really inspired me. In fact, I’m reading Numbers 22 right now, and I have my
eye out for an even-tempered donkey.
John Henry Beukema is associate editor of
PreachingToday.com (where this article
first appeared), teaching pastor of The
Village Church in Western Springs,
Illinois, and author of “Stories from God’s
Heart,” (Moody Press, 2000). Email:
ap
JBeukema@ChristianityToday.com

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 5.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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Redeeming New York
Lessons from a church sinking roots in a post-Christian society.

S

ince its inception in 1987, New
York’s Redeemer Presbyterian
Church has grown into a church
with a regular Sunday attendance of
4000, spread across four services in three
locations, with an annual budget of $8
million.
Redeemer is overtly designed to reach
“post-Christendom New Yorkers”, and I
was keen to see their approach first hand.
A recent Visiting Pastors’ Conference
gave the opportunity to attend regular
Sunday services, meet staff members, and
even take a “fly-on-the-wall” look at a
weekly staff meeting. Two of the main
Sunday services are held in the Danny
Kaye Theatre at Hunter College in downtown Manhattan. The auditorium, which
seats around 1200 people, was almost full
at both the 10.30am and 5.45pm services,
which seems to confirm the reported
attendance. Attenders were mainly
young, single, and either Anglo Saxon or
Korean.
Welcoming was brief, and ushering was
efficient and directive. (A list of “etiquette
instructions” for visitors was displayed in
the foyer – switch off electronic devices,
obey the directions of ushers, move to the
centre of seat-rows etc.) Little mingling
was evident before and during the service,
though coffee time afterwards was well
attended and the hum of conversation was
loud.
The morning service is labeled “classical” in style. Music was provided by an
organist, and a string quartet, with some
members recruited especially from the
New York Philharmonic Orchestra.
(Redeemer does not require musicians to
be part of the congregation; professional
musicians from within and outside the
church are engaged on a paid basis to
assist in services. Total cost for one year of
professional music is “about the same as
the salary of a staff member”, which
according to Music Director Tom
Jennings is “pretty good value”.)

T

he service begins with a “call to worship”, which is explained in detail by
an assistant pastor – as is each step of the
service. Redeemer’s rationale is that New
Yorkers are hungry for community and
“roots”, so both the classical service in the

Phil
Campbell
morning and the “jazz” service at night
feature brief segments of responsorial
liturgy rich in tradition. The whole service
flows smoothly and quickly; some other
visiting pastors commented that everything moved too fast. There was certainly
no time for boredom. A classical solo item
was performed during the collection.
The 5.45pm “jazz” service featured an
exceptional band, with lead guitar, bass,

Tim Keller
argues in positives. The
effect is both
winning and
provocative.
Rev. Tim Keller

alto sax, piano, drums and singer. Songs
like That’s Why We Praise Him and It is
Well With My Soul, though rhythmically
simple, were set to jazz-chorded arrangements.
Tim Keller preached the same sermon
at both services. Tim’s style is warm and
engaging; the passage was Psalm 19 (The
heavens declare the glory of God…) and
Tim’s title was “The Doctrine of the
Word”. However, in Tim’s hands doctrine
is far from dry. He is disarming in his critique of the mindset of post-modern New
Yorkers, and always argues in “positives”.
The effect is both winning and provocative. He argued, for example, that the fact
that some of his listeners were uncomfortable with the idea of biblical infallibility was that they were too conditioned by
the “cultural present”, as different cultures found different sets of texts confronting and offensive. (The culturally
tolerant New Yorker is then confronted
with the conundrum that she thinks her
“own” set of “offensive texts” were more
validly offensive than others.)
The only way to be free of our “cultural

blinkers”, said Tim, was to embrace the
scriptures, and especially the parts we find
confronting in our own place and time.
There were at least four other examples of
this approach in the sermon. Clearly, Tim
gave the impression that he was addressing
himself not only to believers, but to unbelieving New Yorkers – whom he affirmed
as being “works of art, valuable, and probably better people than we are in a lot of
ways” early in the sermon. The fact that
Tim Keller is Redeemer’s key asset was
reflected a little in the fact that up to 100
people arrived just before the sermon, and
left straight after it.
Day one of the Visiting Pastors
Conference closed with dinner, and an
opportunity to meet and chat with Tim
and other members of the ministry team.
Other pastors and elders who attended
were obviously very familiar with Tim’s
past sermons and written materials.
The second day of the Redeemer conference featured seminars led by ministry
directors. Staff are grouped in areas of
worship, community formation, church
life, counseling and diaconate administration.

M

usic director Tom Jennings opened
with some insights into Redeemer’s
policy of artistic excellence. Volunteers
are not invited to play or sing at
Redeemer; professional musicians are rostered to perform. The Redeemer team
seem uniformly proud of the fact that
their church appeals to the artistic community of New York, partly because of
their policy of pursuing artistic excellence
in music and other areas. Aesthetic beauty
is (apparently) self-evidently valuable.
Redeemer’s theology of worship is that
worship is an emotional response to
God’s grace – a response apparently
assisted by musical excellence.
In a church of more than 4000 people,
pastoral care is difficult. Congregational
expectations in this area are relatively low.
Redeemer employs a full time “deaconate
director” (Andrea Mungo) who, together
with associate director Jenny Chang,
oversees a volunteer deaconate of around
39 men and women. Deacons are trained
in pastoral care and basic theology in a
weekend course. Much diaconal work is
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M
devoted to helping people in need develop
financial skills. Diaconal funding is provided by one offering a year – which provides around $300,000.
Week by week pastoral care is provided
through a network of 150 small groups,
which are overseen by three full-time
directors, and 30 cluster directors. The
full-time directors play a key pastoral role
on a rostered monthly on-call basis.
Due to the high level of professional
staffing at Redeemer, and the function of
the small group network, elders function
as a direction setting and disciplining
group. Elders are also available after main
services to meet and pray with anyone
with particular prayer requests.
Help For New York is Redeemer’s
outward looking charity arm. HFNY
employs a full time director. Much of
Redeemer’s charity work is carried out in
partnership with other Christian organisations. 40,000 “volunteer hours” have
been contributed by Redeemer in the last
year, with organised teams assisting in
such areas as disadvantaged-student mentoring, AIDs clinic, meal-provision, and
medical and legal aid.
Redeemer is a church-planting church.
Around 16 new churches have been generated by Redeemer in such areas as
Harlem, Queens, and South Manhattan.
Redeemer has a number of “help” modes
which it offers to new plants – it provides
a core group of people, training for church
plant staff, and seed finance if necessary.
Planted churches are expected to adopt
Redeemer’s core values and vision, in a
way that is shaped to the target area.
Redeemer staff were refreshingly honest about problem areas in their church,
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which they attributed mainly to the pattern of New York life. During the staff
meeting we attended, a letter was received
from a key ushering volunteer, raising the
problem of lack of willing helpers. As in
many Australian churches, too many are
being served by too few, who face the risk
of burnout.
Redeemer staff talked frankly about
ways of addressing the problem, which
they perceived to be very real. Statistics
from Redeemer’s recent survey highlight
the
problem.
Only 15 per cent
of a recent survey
As in many group, or 461
Australian people, indicated
churches, too that they were in
many are any way involved
being served in volunteering
by too few. within the church
community. Only
13 per cent of the
group surveyed
were officially church “members”.
Redeemer depends heavily on the gifts
of Tim Keller. Tim is unique as a cultural
analyst, leader and communicator. His
example is both godly and gracious.
Services run smoothly and professionally
and, because of the professional standard
of music, everything a visitor encounters
at a Sunday service is of a uniformly high
standard.
While Redeemer works hard at creating
community, largely through the network
of small groups, New York is a socially disconnected city. Evidently, many attenders
do not attend a small group – some we
spoke with say they feel lost in the crowd,
and are hungry for deeper community.

Associate Pastor (Youth and Young Adults)
(Full Time)
Randwick Presbyterian Church
Randwick Presbyterian Church is a vibrant, growing multicultural church.
Situated in the heart of Randwick we have contact with a wide range of
people including families, young professionals, hospital workers and
overseas students.
We are looking for a full time Associate Pastor commencing January/
February 2005. Responsibilities will include oversight of a Youth Group,
Kids‚ Club, ESL Bible Study as well as a strong involvement with the Sunday
afternoon contemporary service including some preaching. The role will
involve discipling of young people, nurturing and training youth leaders
while always maintaining an evangelistic outlook. The person will need to
have good people skills, and be a team player, whilst being willing to
demonstrate their own initiative.
For further details please contact Grant Thorp on 9399 3183, or by email
gsthorp@bigpond.net.au or send your application by 15th October 2004 to:

Randwick Presbyterian Church
27 Cook Street,Randwick, NSW 2031
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Engaging secular New York in the
workplace is a philosophical enterprise
that has only just begun, with the establishment of The Centre for Faith and
Work, which aims to group people in professional clusters and offer insights into
integrating a gospel world-view into their
work lives. This is very much a work in
progress.
So, to some conclusions. Redeemer is
an outstanding church. In fact, it is effectively a “denomination” in its own right.
Whether the progress of Redeemer is tied
solely to the gifts of Tim Keller remains
the key question.
Tim sees it this way. “The size of a
church’s success does seem to be tied a lot
to the level of giftedness of a pastor (as
well as to God’s providence, of course).
But the peculiar balance of emphases at
Redeemer – a) gospel-centered/Christcentered preaching, b) combining seekerorientation, wholistic ministry, integration of faith and work, and cell groups, c)
putting a high emphasis on the arts, etc —
actually has borne fruit in Toronto, San
Francisco, Washington DC, Boston, and
other cities where alternative models
hadn’t been doing well at all. The gift-levels of the pastors of those churches differ
and so the size and numbers differ.
“But I think all of those ministries
would say that they used the basic
Redeemer model to reach a group of people that traditional, Bible-belt evangelical
churches couldn’t reach. In the US, at
least, there are a) some seeker-churches,
b) some help-the-poor churches, c) some
renew-the-culture-and-arts churches, d)
some cell group churches – but there
hasn’t been a movement combining all of
these. That’s what we’ve tried to do and it
works extremely well in centre cities. That
balance is very much reproducible, as are
many of the preaching emphases.”

S

ome tentative lessons for many
Australian churches, including my
own:
• Bigger is not necessarily better for community.
• Our practical care ministries need to be
reworked to be more effective. The needs
in most Australian cities are not as evident
as in New York, but the need to exercise
love is.
• A functional, funded deaconate is a
practical way of providing pastoral care.
• Having the finances to be able to
appoint staff to fill strategic gaps is great.
So, a pastor for organising small groups,
and a pastor for organising “diaconal ministry” ensures these systems get up and
ap
running.
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Letters
A tough law

D

Neil Cadman
Norman Park, Qld

A material issue

I

s Peter O’Brien (of Moore College)
really right? He says the No. 1 problem
“standing in the way of young Australians
going into mission” is materialism (AP,
September).
I suggest the main problem is pulpit
vagueness about the deep things of our
faith. How often do we hear a serious
series spelling out the doctrine of God,
His triune Being and wondrous Nature;
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or the ravages in human lives of spiritual
diseases and the triune Majesty’s astonishing and gracious remedy; or the gifts and
calling of God which are irrevocable?
How often?
These subjects require searching of
soul and mind, but arguably, many clergy
are more administrators than thinkers,
and therefore, not effective teachers of the
faith.
Thus nominalism and materialism
abound.
Bernard Secombe
Springwood, NSW

Finding in our favour

C

ongratulations on your August 2004
edition! It was excellent. Thank you for
tackling the question of “the Law”. Many
Christians are confused about it and your
contributors in the August number did a
mighty job. May all Presbyterians read,
mark and inwardly digest what the
August AP says about Christians and the
Law of God.
Chris Balzer,
Talua Ministry Training Centre,
Vanuatu

ST ANDREWS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
PREP –YEAR 12

St Andrews Christian College,
333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Tel: 9808 9911 Fax: 9808 9933
Email: enquiries@standrews.vic.edu.au

r. Douglas Milne (AP, August) correctly says “the law is unable to make us
right with God for salvation”. It tells us
we have sinned and are under God’s wrath
(Rom. 4:15). However there is a sense in
which we are justified by the law, for
Christ, in fulfilling the law, obeyed every
commandment. Then, as the Lamb of
God, he fulfils the law’s requirement that
every man on earth be put to death for
lawbreaking because he is the second
Adam, our Captain. He represented us in
death and we died with him on the cross.
Now having eternal life as God, but
having made himself less than the angels
in becoming man, Christ is told “You are
My Son. Today I have begotten you”
(Heb 1:5). God has anointed him with the
oil of gladness above his fellows and
crowned him with glory and honour
(Heb. 2:9).
Lastly he fulfils today in us the righteous requirement of the Law to love one
another (and God) because he has given
us of his Spirit that we may also love righteousness and one another and walk
accordingly.
That is one reason John says sin is lawlessness (1 Jn 3:4), so he who abides in
him does not sin (1 Jn 3:6).
But Christians today continually break
the law. Perhaps we should all start to
obey this law: “You shall not hate your
neighbour in your heart. You shall surely
rebuke him for his sin and not bear guilt
because of him.” (Lev 19:17) For is it not
Australia’s lawbreaking which is causing
the drought?

E

Are you looking for a school that will support you in your God given duty as a
parent? Our ethos is to support parents by offering a sound, traditional, academic
education within a Christian framework.
At St Andrews Christian College we want to grow God’s kids, God’s way!
Our aim is to provide a traditional, academic education within a Christian
framework.
Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, Accelerated Reading Programme and our LEM phonics scheme.
For further information, application forms or an appointment with the Principal,
Mr. Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.

SPECIAL BENEFITS OF ST ANDREWS
Comprehensive curriculum & consistently excellent academic results
Junior and Middle School organization
Strong Creative Arts programme
Parental involvement program that ensures a working partnership between staff,
students & parents.
Before and After School Care
Easy access via public transport

Ministerial Vacancy
Whitfords Presbyterian Church
Hillarys, Western Australia
Expressions of interest are sought to fill the charge which will become
vacant on 1st January 2005 due to the retirement of the minister who
planted the church in the early 1980’s.
Whitfords is a dynamic church with over 100 adults and 50 children attending morning worship and a growing evening service. In addition to the
vacant position, the congregation supports a full time Youth Pastor. It is the
desire of the Session that the congregation continues to grow numerically
and spiritually across all age groups and seeks an energetic Bible focused
evangelical teacher and pastor to take the church forward.
Hillarys is a coastal suburb approx 24 km north west of Perth. It is located
in a well established and rapidly growing metropolitan area.
For further information please contact the Interim Moderator:
Rev Darrell Thatcher, 70 Coolibah Drive, Greenwood WA 6024
Ph 08 9243 0486; email thatcher@cygnus.uwa.edu.au
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OCTOBER 2004
21 Ian and Christine Case, Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
workers from Mitchelton, Qld serving
with WEC International for 20 years;
he is International Information
Technology Coordinator.
22 Wide and effective use of our
Christian Education publications such
as Making Friends for Life (evangelism
training) and At The Coal Face (eldership training).
23 Mordialloc parish, Melbourne; with
about 95 c&a (communicants and
adherents), 12 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth) and 12 e
(elders). Mike Wharton ministering
part time.
24 An end to the slaughter in Darfur,
Sudan and the bringing of relief to the
many thousands of sufferers.
25 John Wilkin new Mission Partners
(APWM) partner society worker
from West Leederville, Perth preparing
to serve with Operation Mobilization
teaching English in Central Asia.
26 Presbytery of Penola, South Australia
with 4 parishes totaling 11 congregations with 485 communicants and
adherents; Brian Johnson clerk.
27 Leongatha parish, in Victoria’s
Gippsland; with about 50 c&a, 8 yf
and 4 e. Pray for the Interim
Moderator, Geoff Spedding supplying
and the filling of the vacancy.
28 Helensvale home mission station,
Gold Coast, Qld; with about 70 c&a,
Graham and Lorraine Eastwell.
29 Western Australian Assembly meeting
today at Henderson Memorial
Church, West Leederville – the
Moderator, clerk (Glenn Muskett)
and all members, fellowship, debates
and decisions.
30 Frankston parish southern
Melbourne; the worshippers and
Andrew Vines supplying.
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31 Gateway parish (Ascot and Nundah)
on Brisbane’s northside with about 120
c&a, 95 yf and 12 e. Guido and Virginia
Kettniss, Lesleigh and Sharan Hall.
NOVEMBER
1 Bill Lutton (Director) and Jenny, and
Phil Simmons (Assistant) and Glenda
in the Mission Partners (APWM)
office at Picnic Point, southern Sydney.
2 METRO (Ministry Equipping
Training and Recruiting Organization)
in NSW, and the trainees Peter Charles
(Port Macquarie), Steve Worley
(Coffs Harbour) and Simon Wong
(Burwood) being mentored by the
local ministers.
3 Paul & Anthea new Mission Partners
(APWM) partner society workers
from South Yarra, preparing to serve
with Pioneers in the Middle East
teaching English.
4 As the Islamic “fasting month” of
Ramadan continues pray for progress
of the gospel among the 195 million
Muslims in South East Asia.
5 Glen and Rachael Connor new Mission
Partners (APWM) partner church
workers from Central Sydney congregation to serve with Presbyterian
Church of Vanuatu teaching for one
year at Talua Ministry training Centre.
6 Presbytery of Darling Downs, Qld; 7
parishes and 12 home mission stations
totaling 36 congregations with 1650
c&a; 1 school chaplain, 3 retired ministers, 2 under jurisdiction, 2 theological candidates; Walter Postuma clerk.
7 Numurkah Regional parish, northern
Victoria; with about 70 c&a, 6 yf and
3 e. Pray for the Interim Moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy.
8 St Marys parish, western Sydney;
with about 70 c&a, 30 yf and 7 e. Also
vacant.
9 Broadford-Kilmore home mission station north of Melbourne; with about
17 c&a, 40 yf and 4 e. Likewise vacant.
10 The Presbyterian Church of Mizoram,
North East India with 445,000 mem-

11
12

13

14

15
16

17

18

19

20

bers, 954 congregations and 336 ministers. Its Moderator recently visited
Australia.
West Leederville parish, Perth; with
about 50 c&a, and 15 yf. Seong-Mo
and Lee Byun.
Pray for our full-time Defense
Chaplains – RAN (Ted Booker, Ian
McKendrick), Army (Colin Barwise,
Rod McAuliffe) and RAAF (Garry
Hooper), and 9 part time chaplains.
As the Islamic “fasting month” of
Ramadan ends pray that many Muslim
women will be reached with the
Gospel despite the barriers to sharing
it with them.
Praise God for the 48 ministerial and 2
deaconess candidates training for our
denomination in Sydney, Melbourtne,
Brisbane and Perth, and uphold them
in their scholastic and spiritual growth.
Mt Isa home mission station, Qld;
with about 10 c&a and 15 yf. The
Moderator and preachers.
Presbytery of New England, northern
NSW; 4 parishes and 2 home mission
stations totaling 16 congregations
with 745 c&a; 1 minister under jurisdiction; Keith Walker clerk.
Thank God for work of the service
with APWM of Janet Cowden, Norah
Gibson, Michael and Ulrike Safari,
Ron and Maryanne Fowler, Stewart
and Enid Mawson and Graham and
Caroline Sharp. Pray for them as they
retire or turn to new ministries.
Forster-Tuncurry parish near
Newcastle, NSW; with about 130 c&a,
50 yf and 3 e. Peter and Stephanie
Flower.
Mission Partners (APWM) partner
church society workers: Stephen
Lilley (WBT, South Asia); and Rowan
Butler (Intersserve, Central Asia)
returning from home assignment at
year’s end.
Participants in C21, the national
youth leadership development programme in our denomination.
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Books
Food for Cannibals:
The Story of John Paton
Jim Cromarty
Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

Ireworked
n this book, Jim Cromarty has
his earlier biography of J. G.
Paton, entitled King of the Cannibals, and
presented it in a form that is user-friendly
for young people. There are 38 chapters in
a book of only 176 pages. At the end of
each chapter there is a section called
“something to think about”, which gives a
few questions and points the way to some
spiritual lessons. Unfortunately, the same
photograph is reproduced 38 times in the
book!
That criticism aside, this is a most
worthwhile book that is designed to etch
the story of John Paton into the memories
of another generation. There are a number
of appropriate illustrations and photographs throughout the book which
enhance its impact. It is most suitable for
younger readers but I suspect that there
are quite a few older ones who will profit
from it also.
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It will help your pastor, by God’s grace,
run that marathon! That’s a big claim but
the reviewer has not come across anything
that even comes close to GTD in terms of
spiritual common sense. Note we write of
“pastoral care of Christian leaders”, not
“pastoral care by”, for the well-being of
the leaders of local congregations is often
down-played, regularly by them themselves, very much to their ultimate detriment as well as the health/development of
any particular church.
Peter Brain advances “self care” as a
crucial factor in the on-going well-being
of Christian leaders/workers. There are so
many helpful suggestions and insights in
this book, it is hard to know what to highlight first. It should be required reading
for every local church leader (either in
training or on the field) and those who
serve alongside them (elders/deacons or
whatever your local church calls them) as
well as regional/denominational leadership. Let’s hope our theological/bible colleges use GTD in their practical theology
courses!
Do your pastor a favour – buy him a
copy, give him time to read it and put its
wisdom into practice. Then get a copy
yourself and put into practice chapters 12,
13, 14. Highly recommended.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Let’s Study Galatians

Going the Distance

Derek Thomas
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

Peter Brain
Matthias Media, 2004
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

In this Olympic year, let’s remember
“the Christian ministry is not a 100-metre
sprint, it’s a marathon”. Going the
Distance is perhaps the most important
book ever published in the field of practical pastoral care of Christian leaders.

Arncliffe Studios

–––––––––––––––––––––––––

Third generation since 1906

Stained Glass Windows /
Leadlights / Design &
Restoration
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
K J Little, 17 Barden St, Arncliffe, NSW, 2205

Phone (02) 9567 7348

G
alatians has always been a lightning rod
for studies on the apostle Paul, and the
rise of the New Perspective has not
changed that. Derek Thomas provides a
sure guide to this, perhaps the earliest of
Paul’s epistles. He sees “freedom” as the
key issue of the letter, and Galatians 2:1521 as the heart of the letter. In addition to
the lively and perceptive comments that
help us to understand the inspired text,
Thomas has provided a group study guide
at the back of the book which is also very
helpful.
There is at least one blooper which
should be corrected in the next edition –
Cephas is not the Greek name for ‘Peter’,
but the Aramaic. Thomas thinks that the
holy days of Galatians 4:9-10 refer to
pagan days, whereas it is more likely that
they are Jewish holy days. His division of

the nine-fold fruit of the Spirit into three
graces demonstrating the believer’s attitude to God, three the believer’s attitude
to other people, and three the believer’s
attitude to himself is more neat than convincing. In any case, Thomas does not
develop the point in his analysis of the
Spirit’s fruit.
These criticisms do not detract from
the worth of yet another valuable addition
to the Banner’s Let’s Study series.

Inspired Stuff
Peter Downey and Ben Shaw
Sons of Thunder Press
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

N

ever was a book more properly titled!
This is indeed inspired stuff! This excellent book is very accessible, relevant,
faithful to the Bible and – wait for it – very
funny in parts! In addition to all this, it
has great summary charts. Perhaps in the
next edition these could be made available
in a form for easy photocopying, and how
about a reading guide to help someone
through the Bible either chronologically
or according to the printed order of the
books in a year?
Inspired Stuff even draws on one of
my all-time favourite books, The Book
of Heroic Failures. Inspired Stuff is best
understood as a companion to the Bible,
dealing with background information
about the Bible (The Great Journey)
and then moving on to the content of
the Bible (The Big Picture). It’s hard to
see that the average Christian, younger
Christian or newcomer to the Christian
faith would not get a great deal out of
Inspired Stuff. This is one of the best
Christian books to be published so far
this year. Form a new study group in
your church and read through it
together. Thank you and well done
guys!
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Pulpit politics
Churches don’t instruct congregations how to vote.

‘T

his election, vote for someone
else,” urges the Brotherhood
of St Laurence, a Christian aid
agency. Its pamphlet depicts
life’s losers: refugees, homeless, jobless,
people in aged care. The moral it wants to
convey is: don’t vote from self-interest.
So, is the church dabbling in politics?
Definitely. Whatever they say, religion and
politics have always mixed. The Church
of England used to be called “the Tory
party at prayer”.
But in Australia the picture is more
complex, with Christians passionately
committed to both sides of politics.
The church’s liberal left pushes “social
justice”, while the evangelical right pushes
“family values”. But they share the same
priority: they want voters to look beyond
narrow self-interest.
This year, most mainstream churches
have released “election guides”, carefully
non-partisan statements identifying what
they consider the key issues: health, education, asylum-seekers, the gap between
rich and poor. Sometimes, as on refugees,
they are to the left of Labor.
Meanwhile, the Coalition has
embraced the Pentecostals (strong in
outer suburban marginal seats), with Peter
Costello visiting Hillsong, Australia’s
biggest church, and endorsing the Ten
Commandments.

S

o are the churches trying to “guide”
voters? Officially no – at least, not to
any party, though the Vatican has directed
Catholics not to vote for politicians who
defy church teaching. Are voters obedient? Not these days.
The bishops have a dilemma, according
to Brian Lucas, the Australian Catholic
Bishops’ Conference general secretary.
“If they say nothing, Catholics say,
‘give us leadership’. But one man’s strong
leadership is another man’s wanton interference. And people want the bishops to
stand for opposite sides,” Father Lucas
says.
Actually directing voters is extraordinarily rare. It is said that Melbourne
Catholic archbishop Daniel Mannix did it
in opposing conscription in 1917, though
he claimed he was merely a citizen who

Barney
Zwartz
happened to be a bishop. Some Anglican
bishops took the opposite side.
Dr Mannix figured again in the Labor
split of the 1950s, urging Catholics to
vote for the DLP while Sydney’s Catholic
bishops pushed Labor. Later, Anglican
bishops were messily divided over the
Vietnam War.
But it’s fine to
identify issues.
Presbyterians “For religion to
certainly know be active in shaptheir mind: 76 ing the view of
per cent the election is
favoured the certainly approsays
Coalition, 18 priate,”
Monash sociolper cent ogy of religion
Labor. professor Gary
Bouma. “It may
be sharpening up people’s choices.”
He believes churches can influence the
general orientation of worshippers, but no
more.
Anglican theologian and historian
Charles Sherlock says worshippers are
more influenced by the culture of the suburb and their work colleagues than their
priest.
To Dr Sherlock, the best indicator is
the style of the liturgy. “If it’s reasonably
traditional, people will think the status
quo is good. Where the liturgy questions

the world around them, they tend to be in
permanent opposition.”
Mark Conner, who leads Melbourne’s
biggest church, CityLife (until last month
Waverley Christian Fellowship), has
encouraged his congregation to think
thoroughly about their vote, emphasising
family values and morals. Most of his congregation would incline to the Coalition,
he says, but Mr Conner never endorses a
party.

A

1998 survey of voting preferences by
denomination suggests Christians
tend to favour the Coalition.
Presbyterians certainly know their
mind: they favoured the Coalition by 76
per cent to 18 per cent. Only 2 per cent
were swinging voters. Among Anglicans,
42 per cent generally voted Liberal and 34
per cent Labor (6 per cent other, and 18
per cent were swinging voters). Baptists
were more conservative, with 48 per cent
voting Liberal and 22 Labor. The Uniting
Church favoured Labor by 40 per cent to
37 per cent Liberal (9 per cent voted
“other”). Catholics, once solidly Labor,
now back the party 47 per cent to 32.
Christian Research Association senior
researcher Philip Hughes says there is no
statistical research on whether voters listen to the church on politics. But it might
be like pulpit pronouncements on doctrine, for which there is evidence: they
don’t.
Barney Zwartz is religion editor of The Age,
Melbourne, where this article first appeared.
ap

MALAWI!
Can you help APWM (Vic.) help the Church grow?
3 appeals have been launched for books and funds for the
• Theological Resource Centre
• Mulanje Mission School
• Rev. Colin M’Bawa
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Details available from The Convener, APWM Vic.
pjburns@dodo.net.au (03) 5561 7899

