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editorial
ometimes I get the impression that Christians believe
that mission to unreached peoples is a sideshow within
the church. Those who believe that the church exists by
mission as a fire exists by burning are relatively few.
It’s time for Christians to reassess the significance of mission. Perhaps it’s a blind spot, but do we realise that praying
the Lord’s Prayer is an affirmation that we believe that mission must have the highest priority? The first two petitions of
the prayer – “Hallowed be Your Name. Your kingdom come”
– remind us that every disciple who prays the prayer must
cherish the hope that God’s name will be honoured among
the nations. In this sense, the Lord’s Prayer is a missionary
prayer. Jesus’ first concern in matters for prayer is that more
and more people from all around the world would come to
trust him as Saviour and honour him as Lord.
Are we, as Presbyterians, committed to advancing the
glory of God’s name throughout the earth? A concern for
God’s honour lies at the heart of Christian mission.
Henry Martyn, the famous missionary to India and Iran,
told a story in his journal which explains his commitment to
mission. The gist of it was that a Muslim friend, Mirza Seid
Ali, told him a ditty which celebrated a great Muslim military
victory over Russian Christians. The heart of the story was
that Prince Abbas Mirza had killed so many Christians that
Christ from the fourth heaven took hold of Muhammad’s
skirt to entreat him to desist. Martyn said: “I was cut to the
soul at this blasphemy. Mirza Seid Ali saw that I was upset and
asked me what it was that was so offensive? I told him that ‘I
could not endure existence if Jesus was not glorified; it would
be hell to me if he were to be always thus dishonored.’ He was
astonished and again asked ‘Why?’ ‘If anyone pluck out your
eyes,’ I replied, ‘there is no saying why you feel pain - it is feeling. It is because I am one with Christ that I am thus so dreadfully wounded’.” Martyn reminds us that mission only
becomes a passion when we are zealous for God’s name.
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Marching orders
Christians are called to God’s mission, by His means.

r Peter O’Brien is senior research
fellow at Moore Theological
College in Sydney. He is also an
ordained Anglican minister and a
former missionary who served in India
with the Church Missionary Society.
Dr O’Brien has established a reputation over the past two decades as a leading
scholar in New Testament studies, particularly Pauline theology. In recent years he
has published a number of highly
acclaimed commentaries on Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. He
has also edited an important work on the
doctrine of justification entitled
Justification and Variegated Nomism.
However, in addition to commentary
writing, the subject closest to his heart is
the biblical theology of mission. He has
written several books on this subject:
God’s Plan and Ours: The Task of Telling
the Nations; Gospel and Mission in the
Writings of Paul; and Salvation to the Ends
of the Earth: a Biblical Theology of Mission
(co-authored
with
Andreas
Kostenberger).
Dr O’Brien is married to Mary, and
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Peter O’Brien
talks to

Peter Hastie
lives in Newtown, Sydney. They have
three children, two of whom are involved
in Christian missionary work.

Is mission central to the Bible? Is a
church that is uninvolved in mission
failing in its obedience?
Yes, it’s certainly true that mission lies
at the heart of the Bible. If you speak of
mission in terms of God’s salvation reaching out to people to the very ends of the
earth, then mission is there from beginning to end. Mission is a theme that is first
found in the book of Genesis. But it constantly reappears throughout Scripture
right through to the end of Revelation. Of
course, the actual word “mission” does
not appear in the first chapter of the Bible,
and it’s not found in Revelation 22, but
the concept of mission is certainly there.
And therefore, I think any church that’s
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uninvolved in mission hasn’t got itself in
line with God’s purposes and is being disobedient.

Where do we first find it? Where is
the seedbed of mission in the Bible?
It starts in the concluding section of
Genesis 1 and in the first part of Genesis
2. Here we learn that God has created the
universe and humankind. The first six
days conclude with the refrain “there was
evening, there was morning, the sixth
day”. Then God enters into His rest. The
goal of creation is clearly the “rest of
God”. This rest is open-ended or unending. God enters His rest and from that
moment He invites humankind to enter
that rest with him. In other words, from
the very beginning God is calling people
to share in the promise of an unending
Sabbath rest. This call continues throughout the Bible.
Even though sin enters the world and
disrupts our relationship with God, He
still calls us to enter His rest. For example,
we see in Jesus’ invitation, “Come to me
all you who are weary and burdened and I

will give you rest” (Mt 11:28), a call to
enjoy this rest. Again, the writer to the
Hebrews speaks about the blessing of
God’s rest and urges us to enter it (Heb.
4:11). I regard both Jesus’ invitation and
the call of the writer of Hebrews as simply
a fulfillment of what is there as a seed in
the first part of Genesis. So, I think the
idea of calling people to enter God’s rest is
present from the very beginning. And
what is that call but simply another way of
saying that God is seeking people everywhere to be reconciled to Him and to
enjoy fellowship with Him? That’s the
essential idea of mission.

What part does God’s covenant with
Abraham play in this whole idea of
mission?
For a start, we have to see God’s call to
Abraham and His promise to bless him
against the backdrop of the world under
divine judgment. In Genesis 3 to 11 we see
the disastrous consequences of the fall
and the rapid spread of sin. Yet as in the
stories of the fall (Gen. 3), the murder of
Abel (Gen. 4) and the flood (Gen. 6-8),
judgment is not the final word. Genesis
12:1-3 is God’s gracious response which
reverses the sin and downward spiral of
the human race which we witness in chapters 3 to 11.
Although it often goes unnoticed,
God’s response is expressed in language
similar to that of a new creation. In fact,
God’s speech and command at Genesis
12:1 are structurally similar to His speech
and implied command at the beginning of
creation. In other words, God starts again
after a string of human failures and begins
a new phase of history by calling Abram
into a relationship with Himself and
blessing him (Gen. 12:1-3). The promise,
or rather the series of promises, assures
Abram that a great nation would arise
from him, that he would be blessed himself, and that he would be a blessing to
others.
Five times in Genesis 12:1-3 the words
“bless” and “blessing” occur. I think it’s
worth pointing out that they stand in
sharp contrast to the five instances of the
word “curse” in the narrative describing
the spread of sin (Gen. 3:14, 17; 4:11;
5:29; 9:25). This is meant to show that in
the summons of Abram we have the
divine response to the human disaster of
Genesis 3 to 11. God’s intention is to
bless all the nations of the world by them
coming into contact with Abram and the
“great nation” that would arise from him.
The idea is that through him, that is,
through the one, God reaches out to the

many. This promise of blessing going out
to all the families of the earth is picked up
again and again.
Therefore, we are not surprised when
Paul speaks about the Gentiles being
blessed through Jesus Christ in fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant in his
letters to the Romans and Galatians.
Actually, the covenant with Abraham
is found in a number of other strata and
levels in the Old Testament. Many of its
themes are found in the Psalms. Again,
the focus is on God blessing Abraham
and his immediate family, and then
through them, others. So, if you look
through the Psalms, and begin to look at
covenant language and references to
Abraham, you’ll see that the nations are
included in these blessings once God has
blessed His own people just as He
blessed Abraham.
This idea is repeated again and again
throughout the Bible. Another incidental
reference which
is fairly important is that Paul,
although God’s
God is a misapostle to the
Gentiles, always
sionary God.
seems to start at
He is the one
the synagogue.
who reaches
Why does he do
out.
that? Good tactics? Well, yes, it
was good tactics
to reach out to
God-fearers via the synagogue. But, more
importantly, he started in the synagogue
because Jews were meant to receive the
gospel before Gentiles or Greeks. I think
his practice in this regard is based on
Isaiah 49 and other passages from the
“servant songs”, which themselves go
back to Genesis 12.

7:11). Here, the writer of 2 Samuel is
speaking about “rest” not simply in terms
of the rest that Israel would enjoy in the
Promised Land; rather, he is alluding to
the creation rest to which the rest
promised in the Exodus pointed.
Second, David is a key figure because
he is declared to be God’s Anointed One,
the Messiah, the King of Israel. God
promises David that He will build a
‘house’ or dynasty for him and give him
an eternal kingship. He says his house
shall last for ever and he shall receive a
“great name, like the names of the great
men who are on the earth” (2 Sam. 7:9).
There is also a sense in which David is
linked to God’s covenant with Israel at
Sinai because Israel is promised that they
will become a priestly royalty (Ex. 19:6).
The Davidic kingship is part of this. The
covenant expectations of Exodus 19:6 are
therefore embodied in the person of the
king, whose destiny is to rule the nations
and to make them his very own possession. In fact, God promises to give the
Davidic king the distant nations as his
inheritance (Psalm 2:8, 9). All these
promises come together in the personal
work of the Lord Jesus.
The thing to remember is that the
Davidic covenant has special reference to
the “Anointed One”, “the Messiah”, and
promises a coming king who will rule the
world. However, the Abrahamic covenant
is used more in reference to the idea of the
blessing that will come to the Gentiles.
Paul often refers to this covenant in thinking about how God will bring salvation to
the Gentiles. Throughout the Old
Testament there is a cluster of ideas that
gathers around each of these covenants,
and these are then picked up in slightly
different but more comprehensive ways in
the New Testament.

What part does David’s reign play in
the idea of salvation going to the ends
of the earth?

Is the idea of mission present in
Israel’s hymn book, the Psalms? If so,
why did Israel never become a missionary community in the modern
sense of the term?

There are two obvious themes that
arise out of David’s reign that are worth
pointing out, although there are others as
well. First, we come across the notion of
rest once more. It appears in the Lord’s
promise to David: “I will give you rest
from all your enemies” (2 Sam. 7:11).
Here God promises David rest from all
his enemies roundabout, but probably
there is also a future rest that is in mind.
This is suggested by the fact that in 2
Samuel 7:1 we are told that the Lord gave
David “rest on every side from all his enemies”. However, only a few verses further
on the Lord promises a future rest (2 Sam.

Well, this is an area where scholars differ. The question really is, was Israel
meant to be a missionary nation, in the
sense that its task was to cross national
and cultural boundaries with the message
of God’s salvation?
Isaiah describes Israel as a “light of the
nations” (Is. 49:6). Simeon says that Israel
was “a light of revelation to the Gentiles”
(Luke 2:32). The nation was called to
mirror God’s rule, to reflect His kingship.
It was also called to be attractive to others.
However, it was never, in my judgment,
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sent out in the customary sense in which
we understand missionaries being sent.
And, the evidence of that I think is the
fact that the prophets, who saw it as their
duty to call Israel to obedience, never
rebuke the nation for not going out. They
are chided for lots of other things, but not
for failing to go out with a message of salvation to the nations. So I don’t believe
that sending out Jewish missionaries to
other nations was part of the task that
God gave to them.
The reference in Isaiah to Israel being a
light to the Gentiles really has to do with
an event that lay off in the future. It was a
happening that was yet to come. In one
sense Israel was a light to the Gentiles in
that it had among its own population people who had come from the Gentiles.
However, Israel’s task of enlightenment
mainly involved showing God’s rule in its
life, institutions and religion in a way that
was attractive to outsiders. It failed in that
it caused the name of God to become a
scandal among the Gentiles. This was the
standard reproach of the prophets to the
nation.

In what sense is Jesus’ own mission
fundamental to the mission of the
church?
First, the basic or foundational mission
in the Bible is the mission of God, that is,
God’s move towards the world. We see
this quite clearly in passages like Isaiah
66:18: “The time is coming to gather all
nations and tongues... I will send survivors
from them to the nations… to the distant
coastlands that have neither heard My
fame nor seen My glory. And they will
declare My glory among the nations.”
This clearly indicates that God is a missionary God. He is the one who reaches
out. So, His movement is first.
However, Jesus represents a central
part of that mission. He is the “Sent
One”. After his resurrection, he reminds
his disciples: “As the Father has sent me, I
also send you.” God’s mission is foundational, and central to that mission is the
Father’s sending the Son.
Now the church’s mission is actually a
continuation of Jesus’ mission. This
comes out clearly in the Book of Acts,
where the 12 are equipped and sent in the
name of Jesus. In fact, it is always Jesus
who is the one who sends out his workers. For example, in Luke’s Gospel and
Acts it is Jesus who sends first the 12,
then the 70 or 72, and after his death and
resurrection he sends the apostle Paul.
Jesus is still the one who does the sending. The missioners go out in the book of
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Acts as witnesses to Jesus. They bear testimony to what God has done in Christ.
And, in doing this, especially in the
preaching of the gospel, they are engaging
in the mission of Jesus.
Now, today we are not witnesses in the
narrow sense of seeing Jesus physically
rise from the dead. We are only witnesses
in the sense that we bear testimony to the
witness that is grounded in Scripture.
From the point of view of the church, if
Christians are engaged in witness by proclaiming the gospel, we are actually continuing the mission of Jesus. He is the
sender and the mission is his own mission.
Of course, this means that we ought to

The idea that
a missionary
society runs its
own show is a
Western idea
that needs
drastic
revision.
have such a perspective on mission. We are
under marching orders. We reflect the
character of the one who sends us. We are
not the authority from which the mission
emanates or derives. We are caught up
with the mission of Jesus. And, therefore,
we are followers of the apostles, and like
them, we bear witness. The content of our
witness is focused on the Gospel – the
death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus,
which is spelled out in the apostolic sermons in the Book of Acts.
So we are continuing their witness and
are ultimately involved in the mission of
God. This is how we must think of mission theologically – by seeing Jesus at the
very centre of it. I mean, John’s gospel
speaks many times of Jesus having been
sent by the Father. This indicates that the
mission of Jesus, which is part of the mission of God, is absolutely integral to
Christian mission.
Incidentally, this means that Christian
mission agencies are not autonomous and
don’t exist in their own right. The idea
that a missionary society runs its own
show, sets its own agendas, rules its own
life, and so forth, is a Western idea that
really needs to be revised drastically. This
is not to say we shouldn’t have mission
agencies with all the functions and support they can provide. But, first and foremost, such agencies must see themselves
as continuing the mission of Jesus.
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Why is Christianity so insistent that
it must reach every person with a
message of Jesus Christ?
I could answer this question in a number of ways, but let me say at the outset
that this is God’s world and He made it. It
is a world that’s now out-of-step with
Him because of the Fall and our ongoing
disobedience. Nevertheless, despite the
breach in our fellowship, God takes the
initiative in restoring the relationship.
And, it is through His Son, the Lord
Jesus, that our friendship with God is
restored. There was no other way it could
be done. As the apostles said: “There is
salvation in no other name.” This means,
therefore, that men and women need to
hear about that name. It is in and through
Jesus, the very Son of God, that God has
done this massive repair job. And Jesus is
the only one through whom men and
women can be saved.

What of the unevangelised?
Paul makes it clear in Romans 1 that
men and women are completely out of
step with God because of our rebellion
against him. We can’t blame Adam even
though he acted as our representative. We
are all culpable at a personal level and this
brings us under the wrath of God. And,
since the gospel is the only way through
which we can come to new life in Christ,
it’s vital that the Gospel is preached to
everyone. Ultimately, it’s in God’s hands
as to what happens to the unevangelised.
But Paul reminds us that the gospel is
desperately needed because the wrath of
God is revealed against men in various
ways because of their ungodliness. And,
even when he says in Romans 2 that
Gentiles from time to time do the things
that the law requires, they still don’t have
a perfect record. Sometimes their conscience is against them. So, the need is
massive. Christians should share the
gospel with others. That’s one reason
why Mary and I spent 10 years of our life
in India.

Did the apostles have a missionary
strategy? Can we find any such strategy in the Book of Acts, or did the
gospel spread in a relatively haphazard way?
I think it turns on your use of the word
strategy. Paul was certainly called to be the
apostle to the Gentiles, which meant he
had a focus on the nations. And yet, he
also knew that there was an order in
preaching the gospel. It was necessary for
the gospel to be preached to the Jews first,
and then to the Gentiles. This explains

why he went to the synagogues first, and
then branched out from there. But one
does have to ask, “Did he have a strategy
in terms of large cities or central outposts
from which the gospel spread?” It does
seem that he had this in mind.
His strategy in Ephesus is interesting.
He spent three months in the synagogue
and then withdrew with a group of disciples when the opposition became too
intense. He spent a couple of years in the
city taking Bible studies for several hours
in the early afternoon each day in the
school of Tyrannus while most people
were asleep. At the end of that account
Luke says that the whole of Asia had
heard the word of the Lord (Acts 19:10).
This happened not because Paul moved
about doing personal evangelism with
everyone in the region, but because people like Epaphras went from Ephesus to
Colossae and Laodicea telling others. So,
it seems as though Paul had a definite
strategy in a central place like Ephesus.
After all, it was an important centre in a
commercial and religious sense.
And therefore, the gospel spread out
throughout the surrounding areas. The
Roman province of Asia was one that had
been evangelised in this representative
sense. So, I think, yes, Paul seems to have
had a strategy of sorts that focused first
on synagogues and then on major provincial cities.
We also know that he was concerned to
make sure that the congregations were
well established before he left. We
shouldn’t make the mistake of thinking
that Paul was rushing around the
Mediterranean world, preaching the
gospel as quickly as possible, dropping
into every town, hamlet or village and
then racing on saying “I have to evangelise
everyone before Christ returns”. He
establishes congregations, brings them to
a certain maturity, and then moves on to
another place. He won’t go on to Rome,
until he has cleaned up the tasks that need
to be done in the eastern region with the
Corinthians. It took a decade on and off
to straighten these problems out. So, yes,
there are strategies, but not quite the
detailed strategies that sometimes modern
missiologists and church growth theorists
would like to see. Paul seems to have had
broad strategies.
There were occasions when Paul didn’t
know what to do. Once he tried to go to
Ephesus, but he was prevented by the
Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6). He headed north
and tried to make his way to Bythinia but
again he was stopped by the Spirit of
Jesus. He ended up in Troas, a little tin-

pot town on the coast. He had obviously
planned to do certain things, but God
overruled his strategy at that point.

Few people have been as successful as
Paul in church-planting and evangelism. How do we account, humanly
speaking, for the progress he made?
That’s a hard question. Apart from
the Lord Jesus himself, probably no one
has been more successful than Paul in the
history of the Christian church.
Professor Martin Hengel of Tubingen
and others have drawn this to our attention, and in effect have said, “What was it
that made him such a successful missionary?”
There seem to be a number of factors.
The first is that Paul was obviously an
enormously talented person, perhaps the
greatest theologian of the Christian
church. But he was not only a theologian;
he was also an evangelist. Further, he had
the gifts of apostleship, prophetic
insight,
and
Paul had
speaking
in
a mission
tongues. He was
strategy that
incredibly gifted.
focused first
The second
on synagogues,
thing is his place
in the purposes
then on
of God. Paul’s
provincial
ministry reprecities.
sents a very
important turning-point in salvation history. In biblical
history there are certain turning-points
that are epochal like the creation or God’s
covenant with Abraham. Paul’s ministry is
one of those major turning-points. Paul is
appointed by God to be the apostle to the
Gentiles. This position gives him a special
place in God’s purposes. God chose him
to begin a new phase in the history of the
salvation of the world.

To what extent do Christians have a
missionary responsibility?
Let’s start with the Great Commission.
I believe that it’s still applicable to the 21st
century in the sense that each Christian
has the responsibility of sharing the
gospel with others. Each individual will do
it differently because we are all blessed
with different gifts. Nevertheless we all
ought to be sharing the gospel over the
back fence with our neighbours, our
friends at work, and the people we meet at
the shops and so on. I think that obligation rests on all of us. I’m not saying we all
do it equally. We are all gifted differently.
But, if we have been saved through the

gospel, we will out of gladness want to
share it. At that point we are constrained
by the love of Christ.
In one sense, the geography doesn’t
matter. We ought to be sharing the message of the cross and resurrection with our
friends wherever we are. So, I think
Matthew 28 is a great commission, not a
missionary commission as such. If, however, there are large parts of the world that
haven’t heard the gospel, then it is appropriate for Christians to think seriously
about reaching people in those places with
the gospel.
One reason why folk won’t reach out
to others, especially in other countries, is
because we find it difficult leaving our
comfort zones. Unfortunately, we are
deeply attached to the material comforts
and easy life of our own society. But, it
seems to me that going overseas or going
to a hard place of ministry is part and parcel of submitting to the Lord Jesus Christ.
If people say to me that they won’t under
any circumstances be involved in missionary activity in some other place (which is
usually more difficult), I want to say,
“Have you faced the of lordship of Jesus
Christ in your life?” Of course, not everybody is cut out for cross-cultural mission.
But we do need to face this issue of
Christ’s lordship.

How should the doctrine of God’s
sovereignty affect the missionary’s
understanding of his work?
One of the most prominent mission
themes in the Bible is the sovereignty of
God. This doctrine is both challenging
and encouraging. At the end of the day,
the work of mission is God’s work. If it is
God’s work, then success comes from
Him and that success will be seen on the
final day. Again, if it is God’s mission,
then however much we may think or plan,
we must still be subject to God’s final
“Yes” or “No”.
If it is God’s mission, done in and
through His Son, the Lord Jesus, then
how we go about it, and the things we do,
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must be consistent with the character and
mind of God. This means that the way I
relate to people must be consistent with
Christ’s way of dealing with them.
Because the message of the gospel focuses
on the meaning of the cross and the resurrection, I need to make sure that my
message is gospel or Christ-centred. Of
course, that should be true of us whether
we are at home or operating overseas.
Since God has told us that the message of
the cross is the means by which He brings
men and women into relationship with
Himself, then clearly we need to focus on
that message.
I’m not suggesting that Christian missionaries shouldn’t be involved in medical,
educational or development work. I have
friends who have been involved in these,
and who have been “successful missionaries”. But, the thing that is evident about
each of them is that they have all been
compelled by their love of Christ and
their desire to preach the gospel. I have a
friend who is a civil engineer. He worked
in Nepal for a number of years helping to
develop hydroelectric schemes. But wherever he and his wife went a church started
or a few Christians in each new place were
greatly strengthened. He and his wife
were people who loved Christ and wanted
to serve him. Being an engineer was
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important to him but it wasn’t the thing
of utmost importance.

To what extent is suffering part of a
missionary’s calling?
We should not confine suffering to
missionaries; suffering is largely part of
being a Christian. As Paul says: “It is only
through many tribulations that we enter
the kingdom of God.” If we are identified
with Christ then
we will suffer
with him. And,
The main form therefore, to that
of suffering extent, suffering
missionaries is part and parcel
being
a
face is loneli- of
Christian,
or
ness, isolation
being a disciple of
and language Jesus. Suffering
barriers. may take many
different forms.
The fact that
some people in
the West do not suffer at all raises questions as to how deep the level of our
Christianity is.
In the missionary context overseas,
especially in non-Western areas, some of
the particular forms of suffering are acute.
On the whole, missionaries, particularly
expatriate ones, now and again get beaten

up, and there is the odd occasion where
someone is killed. But, it doesn’t happen
very often. People are simply asked to
leave the country where they are living.
I think the major forms of suffering
that missionaries face are not those related
to a lower standard of living so much as
loneliness, isolation, language barriers,
and the fact that they are always strangers
in the culture to which they have gone.
This often leads to cultural misunderstanding and hurt. There is also the
dimension of spiritual warfare which has
its own distinctive manifestations in different cultures. However, the materialism
and apathy in parts of Europe and the
West can be incredibly disheartening.
But the things which cause the most
suffering are trying to relate to people
from another culture and wanting to see
God work through the gospel of the Lord
Jesus.

In your opinion, what are the main
things standing in the way of young
Australians going into mission?
The number one problem is materialism. The second one would be people’s
desire for promotion and the fear of not
keeping pace with their peers. For wives
and mothers, one of the hardest things in
the way of going overseas on missionary
work is the loss of connection with their
families. Women often feel it very keenly
when they are separated from close family,
especially their parents or children.

You were faced with those temptations, or all of those temptations.
Looking back now, were any of your
fears well-founded?
Yes, at different stages they were.
There were times when we missed our
parents and missed our family greatly.
Now things are reversed. Two of my children, are in the process of doing the same
thing. We miss our children. We have
seven grandchildren at the moment, and
none of them are living in, or will be living
in Sydney, for the foreseeable future.
Nevertheless, we are excited that our two
daughters and their families are able to
serve the Lord Jesus as missionaries. We
are glad that they are giving their lives to
that. There are times when it is painful and
lonely, and we wish that it were not so, but
ultimately we wouldn’t have it any other
way. I need to think of it like this: if my
son was asked to be an ambassador for the
Australian Government in an overseas
country, I would be glad of his representing my country. Is it not greater that my
children are able to be ambassadors for
ap
the King of kings?
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Doing it over
A former missionary reflects on his time in the field.

t was the roaring ’60s. Beatle-mania
had hit the world. Elvis “The King”
Presley was entertaining massive
audiences. The administrative and
teaching engine-room of the Berkeley
University of San Francisco had been
trashed. “Flower power” reigned. People
were shedding everything – authority, discipline, family values, and clothes. “We
want freedom and psychedelic experience,” said Timothy Leary, who orchestrated a massive celebration of new life on
psychedelic drugs.
That’s when we began our 10 years of
overseas, cross-cultural mission work in
Indonesia.
Now I’ve been asked to visit the question, “if I were to do it all over again, what
would I do differently?”
Indonesia had become independent in
1945, and reflected the mood of the
world. The cry had gone up: “Break the
shackles of colonialism.” In the next couple of decades, by far the majority of the
colonies of the first-world nations were
independent. People were asking questions like: “Haven’t the colonists sucked
us dry of so much of the income from our
national resources? Haven’t we bowed to
them long enough? Haven’t they imposed
far too much of their moral and cultural
values on us already?” Colonial powers
were in disfavour.
But by the early ’60s it became evident
that President Sukarno wasn’t doing too
well, and the country was heading in the
direction of bankruptcy. Overseas countries that were friendly would give him no
more backing. He turned to China. The
problem was that China, despite her generosity, was communist.
The coup d’etat happened on 30th
September 1965. Communism was
ousted in the midst of a blood-bath. And
to counter the communist influence, the
new Suharto government decreed
through the National Consultative
Council that “every child in every school
will be given one hour of religious instruction every day – K to university”.

I
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eing seconded by the Overseas
Missionary Fellowship, we were
asked to plan schools’ religious education
materials for one of the Reformed

Robert
Benn
churches, train the teachers in the teachers’ training colleges for Scripture teaching, and work with the teams doing inservice training. So, after intensive language and culture study, we put on our
working clothes and rolled up our sleeves.
Other missionaries and nationals were
working through church committees on
the primary RE curriculum. We worked
with
church
teams in producing junior and
senior high and
I would prefer
university curricto run at the
ula. This was a
pace of the
strenuous and
local people.
exacting
task.
But I always had
the most enjoyable relief of taking our recently finished stages of the curriculum and work-shopping it in the
country settings. All of this was organised by local schools’ inspectors. All the
Christian education team needed to do
was to work with the teachers – teaching
Bible, introducing the curriculum, teaching methodology for better communication of God’s Word, and supporting them
in all their endeavours to fulfil the
Government mandate. This became an
outstanding evangelistic opportunity for
the church.

The acceptance of our role within the
Reformed Church, and the eagerness with
which teachers received our materials, was
incredibly motivating. We pressed on with
enthusiasm, particularly as we settled in
and gained an easy fluency in language,
made the necessary cultural adjustments,
and formed wonderful relationships with
local people.
Now we put on our spectacles of evaluation, and ask: what could we have done
differently?
First, the moment I realised what I was
committed to, and what I was expected to
do in Indonesia, I recognised how illequipped I was to do the job. And it
meant a fair commitment to hone my
skills through short courses and furlough
study in the field of Christian education
in schools. I guess it was inevitable in a
way. How can one really understand the
nature of a ministry in a new land, environment, culture and religious setting
without having lived there? However, I
always felt sorry that I had not been more
vigilant in academic preparation for our
mission responsibilities. I would prepare
better, were I to have the opportunity all
over again, by developing greater expertise in the specialised field of appointment.

S

econd, I have always loved fairly upto-date equipment in ministry. Not
like one of my colleagues in Australia who
always argued, as he wore out biro after
biro, “Calvin didn’t have a computer!”
So, while the national folk in our area
didn’t have over-head projectors (that’s
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the era prior to powerpoint!), movies with
generators and projectors, printing equipment, etc – I had as much as the budget
would allow. On reflection, this was probably not a good idea because it set us apart
too much from the local culture, although
it was appropriate at home in Australia.
And furthermore, when we left, that
attractive part of the program, which was
supplied by the expatriates, left with us. I
wouldn’t do that again – I would prefer to
run at the pace of the local people at that
point.
Third, little were we to know of the
forthcoming phenomenal growth of the
church, the difficulties that missionaries
were going to face in getting access to
Indonesian people and the urgent cry of
the church for more, and better qualified
national leaders in every department of
church life. I had tended to be more a
team member, pulling my weight in all
avenues of the Christian education
department in relation to Scripture in
schools. In hindsight, I think I could have
been more useful had I spent considerably
more time in working more closely with
leaders, helping them to hone their skills.
I ended up being disappointed that some
of the significant ministries in which I had
been involved ceased to happen when I
left. I still ask today, have I learnt my lesson?
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maintain our vision and energy for our life
and ministry overseas.
Furlough ministry wasn’t the most
strategic part of our work. And, it was
before the day of short-term mission visits, which the Lord has used so effectively
to deploy his workers by “going into all
the world to make disciples”.
In recent years in our denomination,
there has been a concerted effort to have
the cross-cultural mission team “owned”
by their home congregation, “commissioned” from their home congregation by
the Presbytery,
which has been
encouraged to be
I would the immediate
sharpen the “wider family” of
people’s prayerful and
understanding practical support.
of the biblical This has enabled
many of our misdoctrine of
sion team to
suffering. come home and
settle strategically in one place,
and “focus” in home assignment. This has
resulted in far greater success in helping
others to catch the vision, and for the missionaries, a far more reasonable homestay. This I applaud, and was happy to be
involved in developing it, because it was
something we lacked in our time of missionary service.
Indonesia has changed since we arrived
in the 1960s. For a start, the population
has doubled. Membership of the church is
probably four times the size it was then.
Politically, Indonesia has been through the
mill of corrupt dictatorship, a love/hate
relationship with the outside world in
respect to East Timor, and interracial tension.
Indonesia is still the largest Muslim
country in the world, largely attributable
to the dense population. As the major

group in power, it has reacted violently to
the West for many reasons: through
Western films and the lifestyles of visiting
Westerners there has been significant
eroding of moral values; the West is seen
to be carving off far more than their share
of natural resources; and there has been
much consternation regarding the phenomenal growth of the church.
The reaction therefore has been to hit
at “the West” – the Jakarta Marriott, and
the Bali bombings are expressions of this
hostility; to show distaste for religions
other than Islam – again the Bali bombing
in the heart of Hindu territory is a good
example. Again, there is a sense of animosity towards the Christian Church –
jihadists have struck about 300 churches
on Java (where the most notable church
growth has taken place), but even more
so, in the Christian areas on the islands of
Sulawesi, Halmahera, and Ambon. That’s
where the Islamic fury has hit hardest.
This long-standing unease and tension
continues to this day.

W
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ith the advantage of hindsight therefore, what would I do differently
were I to do it over again? The answer
would have to be that I would work at a
leadership level to sharpen the minds and
hearts of the people in their understanding of the biblical doctrine of suffering. I
would also have helped them to think
through a biblical approach to a “theology
of escape”.
During our five years in Sulawesi, we
spent many, many hours with the local
chairman of the Christian Education
Committee of the church. We never
ceased to be impressed with his walk with
the Lord. We would find him with his
open Bible and would hesitate to disturb
him. We would hear him pray believingly,
and regularly hear back from him how the
Lord had answered his prayer. We would
visit just after meal time and see him
instructing his family in the Scriptures.
We would see him working with his team
and attending public functions, simply
enjoy his mirth and godly attractiveness.
We would see many gravitate to him for
counsel. We would note how little of
earthly possessions he had or craved. We
sat at his feet.
Were I to do it all over again, I would
crave to be more like Andrew Rumpa,
chairman of the Christian Education
Department, who for me was a most
attractive model of Christ.
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ap
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ourth, furlough ministry. The system
of the day was to have a four-year
overseas ministry, and then one year at
home on furlough. Today it is called home
assignment – a better name. The pattern
for furlough then was spend good time in
the sending church (not that the local
church was particularly aware that they
had “sent”!), and then clock up as many
miles as possible by visiting as many other
churches as could be fitted in. We were
also expected to do some studies and
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A short, sharp lesson
Patients are a virtue, a junior devil finds.

Screwtape, whose previous letters were published by C.S. Lewis, emerges from a long
silence to give further advice to a younger
demon.

y dear Wormwood,
I hear your patient has decided
to cross the great ocean and go
on a short term mission – two
months in Africa, you say. Such trips
often bring with them many challenges
and hence provide us with many opportunities; just make sure you use them well.
First, Africa unlike other nations contains great potential for our cause. Ensure
the patient is exposed to great poverty and
inequality. The Kibera slums in Nairobi
are an excellent place of choice. They are
the largest slums in the world. The sight
of young children playing bare-foot in
sewerage, 10-year-old girls responsible for
caring for their younger siblings and the
overwhelming stench should be confronting enough. It is best if it rains. The
streets become rivers and the patient will
be forced to walk alongside or in a sea of
sewerage. The mud houses will leak and
many will slide down the hill with such
weather.
The purpose, of course, in all of this is
to reinforce the notion of guilt raised in
the patient’s conscience. Force her to ask
herself questions of justice in a world
where people can live in such conditions.
Convict her of the hopelessness of the situation as she learns that 75 per cent of the
people living in this slum are HIV positive.
Be aware, however, of the danger of
this exercise. It has the potential to do

M

Fiona
Smith
great harm to our agenda. Whatever happens, do not let her visit a church within
the slums. It would be detrimental for the
patient to view the men, women and children who live in these abhorrent conditions overflowing a small building, listening attentively to the enemy’s word being
proclaimed and singing with great joy.
The patient must not see the freedom that
these men and women have found in
knowing their identity is not based on
their circumstances, unemployment,

health or living situation, but rather that
they are children of the enemy. They
must not be allowed to experience the
great love and hospitality of these
Christians who, despite being so poor,
will buy their foreign visitor, our patient, a
soft drink as she knows she could never
drink the water. This is the same water
they are forced to give their own children.
Be very careful and keep close watch on
the patient during this time.

M

y dear nephew, Africa is a nation
filled with many and varied diseases
– use these to your advantage. Giardia is
always good, as is any mysterious vomiting disease you can’t diagnose, but my disease of choice is malaria. The patient lies
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in bed swinging between violent shakes,
high fevers and uncontrollable sweats.
Affirm her frustrations concerning spending hours in preparation and raising
finances to come all the way overseas,
merely to lie in bed.
However, there is a danger with sicknesses. It is often at times like these that
the Christian community bonds together
in love and support both for the patient
and her family back home. Receiving
hundreds of emails from family and
friends and people she barely knows, all
assuring her of their prayers is a very powerful experience. Be wary of this, the
power of the Christian community is one
of the enemy’s greatest weapons.

B

eyond sickness, another advantage is
that, due to their own fault in the garden many years ago, these patients are
naturally prone to conflict and frustration. You will not need to do much work
here. The very nature of the situation,
throwing a team of people who don’t
know each other very well into a closely
confined space and forcing them to live
together under tiring and stressful circumstances, will naturally lead to problems of its own. By their very nature,
humans are selfish; your patient is no
exception. Small issues can become big
ones. Insignificant things are suddenly
overwhelming.
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In the face of difficulties such as these
ensure the patient is reminded of her family and friends back home. It is best if she
deeply misses them. Homesickness and
loneliness can be great things when
manipulated to our advantage.
Other opportunities will naturally
arise. The patient should be placed in a situation where she cannot communicate
with another person. While she faces

Manipulate
events so that
she is fed a
meal that is
unrecognisable. Green
slime and fish
heads are
popular.
these language barriers manipulate events
so that she is fed a meal that is unrecognisable. Green slime and fish heads are
popular favourites in Africa. Gather hundreds of young children and get them to
stare at the patient, furthering her discomfort and forcing her to eat the entire
meal. Of course, in Africa having seconds
of any meal is a prerequisite for a foreigner
and is a cultural sign of respect.
My dear Wormwood, I have to admit I
am anxious. This is a very large task. As
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I have clearly outlined there are difficult
things about these short-term mission
trips – they are often hard and there will
be many challenges that your patient will
have to face. Yet statistically and anecdotally these trips are often to the detriment
of our cause. Patients who go on them are
overwhelmingly convicted of the power
and presence of the enemy all over the
world. They are reminded that He is sovereign. They are struck by the fact that a
woman dying of AIDS in Kibera slum is
their sister in the enemy. They learn what
it means to trust in the enemy and draw
their strength from him. They are forced
to pray fervently when things at times
seem hopeless and are then amazingly
affirmed when He answers their prayers
in abundance. They learn about themselves, about other people and about the
ruler of the world, our very enemy.
This is a very fragile time for us, so work
hard. But be warned. The experience of
short-term overseas mission trips are often
of profound significance for the patient.
Your affectionate uncle,
SCREWTAPE
Fiona Smith is a final-year student at
Sydney University who is studying for a
communications degree. She recently visited
Africa as part of an AFES short-term mission team, traveling to Kenya and
ap
Tanzania.
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am
& 5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Rev. Peter Dunstan
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 6.30pm.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega -Upper St; Eden — CWA Rooms,
Imlay St. Clerk: Mrs J Gill (02) 6495 6062
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9130 6607.
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.

Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 5.00pm
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese). 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 10.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H).
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H).
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 High St. 8.00am. 9.45am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Peter Moore (02) 6652 3183(O).
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
I.M. Rev. David J Campbell (02) 4943 0284.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 5.00 & 7.00pm.
Rev. Peter Flower (02) 6557 5047.
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)
14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).

Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. English:
9.30am. & 6.30pm. Indonesian: 4.00pm.
Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.
9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am.
Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA, Kingsford
8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.
94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am
Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Rev. L. Fowler (02) 6752 1083
MORUYA
31 Evans St. 9.00am.
Tuross Head: 277 Hector McWilliam Dr.
9.00am. Narooma: 1 Farncombe Ave. 11.00am.
Rev. David Hassan (02) 4474 2186.
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 3

C H EU VR A
C H
N
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School, Dunmore Ave.
Carlingford. Rev. Luke Tattersall.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (temporary). Service Time: 10.30 am.
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Satchell (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. S. Clerk (02) 4384 3018.
I.M. Rev. R. Boase (02) 4333 9009
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.
2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.
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Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE
7 McKem St. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Girraween: 15 Tungarra Rd. 8.15am.
Ghana Congregation (Girraween) 10.30am.
Rev. David Griffin Phone: (02) 9896 3297.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mahda, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Lance Jackson (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds
(02) 4271 1545(H) (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Cuff (07) 4095 3063.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wal Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.15 am. & 6.30 pm.
Church Office (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
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CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am &
7.00pm. December, January, February 9am.
Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am.
Rev. Andrew Richardson
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, 1541 Creek Rd
(cnr Fursden Rd). Carina 9.00am & 6.30pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607.
Asst. Mr Jens Norved (07) 3399 6123.
DALBY
Condamine St. (cnr. Patrick St).
Rev Roland Lowther (07) 4669 7074
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 10.45am. (weekly) &
6.30pm. (2nd & 4th Sunday).
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GAYNDAH
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd
Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D.
Secomb (07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.15am.
Rev. Russell van Delden (07) 5571 5676 (O).
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (07) 5530 7003
GOLD COAST (III)
Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds.
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Donald Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
GRACEVILLE
12 Bank Road. 9.30am.
Rev. Norm Bartlett (07) 3712 0508
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.00am. Woolooga 11.00am.
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Rd, Scarness, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
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Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427.
Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 8.30am.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
6.00pm each Sunday.
Rev. Jim Brown (07) 4955 3829.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am.
& 7.00pm. Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Pastor John Tucker (07) 4123 5920.
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie.10.00am. &
6.30pm. Rev Neil McKinlay (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am. & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. D. Todd (Em.) (07) 3269 9359
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Endeavour Adult Training Centre
“Wallace Park” Noosaville 9.00am
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd., 9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham
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TOWNSVILLE (Willows)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 1232
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4188 (H) (07) 4633 4000 (O).
Past. Dan Boshard (07) 4614 0467.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.
Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.
Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Supply: Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Mod. Rev. Dr Reg Mathews.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 8261 3045.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
MURRAY BRIDGE
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. A. Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am. Rev. S. Slucki
(08) 8296 1581. Also Seaford Rise.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
13 Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
2.00pm (1st & 3rd Sundays).
Rev. Steve Warwick (02) 6424 6066
HOBART (St John’s)
10.00am & 7.00pm. 188 Macquarie St. (03)
6223 7213. Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 9.30 & 11.00 am. & 5.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 5.00 pm.)
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Rod Waterhouse 0438 555 983.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 2.00pm, 2nd Sunday.
Ps. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church, Tollard Dr.
Rev. Neil McKinlay (03) 6247 3656.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. Bridport: Westwood St.
I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. Rocky Cape, Mawbanna
Mod. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Mod. Rev. Steve Warwick (03) 6424 6066.
WEST TAMAR
Auld Kirk, Sidmouth and Mole Creek
Mod: Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

victoria
ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am. Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747 H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 0530.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts Hawthorn East
10.00 am. Rev. Trevor Cox
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm.
S/school 9.00 am.
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Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Mackellar Primary School Gymnasium
29-35 Goldsmith Ave. Delahey. 4.30pm.
Mr Andres Miranda (03) 8361 5766.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave. 10.00am.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9431 4980.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.
I.M. Rev. S. Bonnington (03) 9874 1007.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Palmer (03) 9583 2785
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale & McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA — MORNINGTON
Dromana: St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
I.M. Rev. A Campbell (03) 9580 6161.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm.
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
ESSENDON
Cnr Wilson & McPherson Sts. 9.15am &
7.00pm. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. (03) 9786 2976.

G
D IE R LE IC ST O
M R Y

GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.30am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT-DARLINGTON
Noorat: Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge &
Glenormiston Rds. 10.30 am.
Darlington: Hall St. 8.45 am. (1st & 3rd
Sundays) Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
10.00am alternate Sundays at North
Geelong, Cnr. Victoria St. & Balmoral Cr. &
North Shore, Cnr Seabeach Pd. & Myrtle Gv.
5.00pm each Sunday at North Geelong.
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
I.M. Rev. N. Chambers (03) 9455 3369
RINGWOOD-HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
ROCHESTER
Cnr. Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am. &
7.30pm. Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
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SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.00 am. & 5.30 pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Christian Fellowship 2.30pm.
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts.
10.00am & 7.00 pm. Sunday Night Life 5.30
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am
Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Mr Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
Cnr South Tce & Parry St.
Worship & Sunday School 10.00am.
Chinese Worship & Sunday School 3.00 pm.
Session clerk Mr Tom Randall (08) 9417 1062.
WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)
Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.
9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074.
To register your church in this section of the
Australian Presbyterian is an easy, low cost
exercise. Facsimile the AP office on:
(03) 9723 9685 or E-mail us at:
austpres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

BE I V B A L NE G
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ne of the saddest aspects of
the Gospel story is that the
very people who should have
recognised the appearance of
their Messiah/Deliverer and welcomed
him gladly are the ones who opposed
and rejected him. The reason for this is
clear: they had preconceived ideas of
what he would be like, ideas influenced more by their own hopes and
aspirations than by what God had
revealed in Scripture.

O

Looking
deeper

We run the same risk today. We hear
the Gospel story. Subconsciously we filter out the parts that offend us and we
form a picture of Jesus that resembles
what we want him to be rather than
who he really is. In these next three
chapters of Luke we see Jesus with his
focus on the cross that awaits him at
Jerusalem. He will do and say some
things that might surprise us. “Is this
really the Jesus we learned about in
Sunday School?” “Could the antagonism between Jesus and the Jewish
religious leaders of his day really have
been so intense and unrestrained and
personal?” “Does he really challenge
my lifestyle so strongly if I want to be
a Christian?”
May these studies help us all to have a
more accurate picture of the One who
came into the world as its Saviour and
who will, perhaps even soon, return as
its Judge.
Bruce Christian

20 daily Bible studies
in Luke 10-12

DAY 1

Like lambs among wolves.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 10:1-7

The Day of Reckoning.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE
THE POINT

• Jesus’ message to a lost, rebellious world was never going to be
user-friendly. Evangelism is hard but rewarding work; it is God’s
work, and must be undergirded with earnest prayer.

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus likened Gospel ministry to reaping a ripened harvest that
belongs to God as its overlord (2, cf 1 Corinthians 3:6-9).
• Jesus sends us ahead to prepare hearts to receive him (1).
• Jesus was more optimistic about a response to the Gospel than
about a response to a call to proclaim it and reap its harvest (2).
• Our main responsibility is prayer – not finding Gospel workers
but praying that God will raise up as many as are needed for the
task. We need to make this prayer a No.1 priority today (2).
• Gospel work is more about weakness, hardship and danger than
about dazzling power and success – another lesson for today (3).
• Gospel work is urgent and demanding; it means “travelling light”
with respect to material possessions and worldly interests (4).
• Gospel work has peace as a basic element; Jesus is the Prince of
Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and we should expect the fruit of peace (5-6).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What is dangerous about praying/not praying for evangelism?

LUKE 10:8-16

There is great blessing to be had by all who respond
to God’s gracious offer of peace in Christ, but to all who refuse this
offer there is in store only judgement and utter rejection.

THE POINT

• Among people who are receptive to the Gospel we are to be as
helpful and accommodating as possible, seeking healing in Jesus’
name (cf 1) and encouraging recognition of God’s Kingdom (8-9).
• People who are not receptive must be warned clearly and firmly
against the imminent danger of rejection of God’s provision: in turn
they will be thoroughly discarded by God Himself (10-11).
• The fates of Sodom (Genesis 19) and Tyre and Sidon (Isaiah 23)
stand as a permanent testimony of what results from persistent
rejection of God, His will, His Word and His ways; and the greater
the opportunity to hear and respond to the Gospel the greater the
punishment that will follow from its rejection (12-15)!
• There will be a day of reckoning for all people and nations: they
will be judged on how they have reacted to God’s Church, the
Church bearing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (16).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are we guilty today of failing to warn people adequately about
the grave danger of rejecting God’s offer of salvation in Christ?
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A deflating debriefing.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 10:17-24

We can readily identify with the Seventy-two as
they returned from mission and reported to Jesus their amazing,
power-packed spiritual experience. Their joy and enthusiasm is
exactly the way the Church would react today. But Jesus gives us a
sobering reality check: it isn’t signs and wonders that should excite
us, but the humbling truth that God has saved us for all eternity by
his grace alone, not on the basis of our own status but His mercy.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Everything the Seventy-two achieved was through the power of
Christ alone, working in them; it was a sign to the world that the
Messiah, the Son of God, was present among them (17-19).
• In every age the Church is tempted to major on signs and wonders it thinks will impress a sceptical, unbelieving world (cf Luke
4:9-13); but bringing people to faith in Christ is not achieved by
impressive feats of power, it is achieved by the quiet work of the
Holy Spirit on a spiritually dead, rebellious heart (20-21).
• We do not choose Jesus – he chooses us. All the glory is his (22).
• Jesus provides the key to the whole Old Testament; he is the one
to whom everything was pointing (23-24, cf 1 Peter 1:10-12).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• When did you last rejoice that your name is written in heaven?

DAY 4

The story of the bad Jew.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 10:25-37

This story is as much about the bad Jew as it is
about the good Samaritan. It shows us why we need a Saviour. The
Jewish law expert was aiming to get to heaven by living a good life,
ie. obeying the law God gave to Moses. His problem was he could
never be absolutely sure he would qualify. That is why he asked,
“Who is my neighbour?” How many people did he have to love as
much as himself? Surely not everyone! Surely not his enemies!
Surely not the despicable Samaritans! Jesus’ reply gave him no
comfort. There must be another way to heaven.

THE POINT

S

T

U

D Y

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

Be careful in prayer.
LUKE 11:1-4

We are prone to rattle off the Lord’s Prayer without
thinking about the words. When we do stop and think, it is a very
dangerous prayer to pray. Think about what difference it would
make to your life today if God did exactly what you are asking!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The important part that prayer played in Jesus’ personal life was
obvious to his disciples; they wanted to learn from him the secret of
meaningful, regular communion with God in prayer.
• Jesus’ model prayer had the following significant features:
– we are encouraged to address God as “Father” (ie. we have all
the privileges that come with being children in his family);
– nevertheless, we must remember the essential holiness of His
character, striving always to honour this in all we do and say;
– all our prayers should always be Kingdom focussed;
– we are to acknowledge our dependence on God for everything;
– we must acknowledge our sin and seek God’s forgiveness, but
we’re wasting our breath if we aren’t able to forgive others;
– we need God’s help in the constant battle against evil.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does your prayer life line up in the light of Jesus’ model?
What adjustments might you need to make?

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

Be prayerful in care.
LUKE 11:5-13

It may seem surprising that Jesus should take time
to expand on this one sentence in his model prayer: “Give us each
day our daily bread.” Are we in danger of missing out on God’s
blessing simply for lack of asking (cf. James 4:2)? Jesus wants us to
know just how willing our heavenly Father is to satisfy our longings
and is concerned that we don’t miss out on anything.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Jews summarised the Law in 2 commandments: Love God
(Deut. 6:5) and Love your neighbour (Lev. 19:18). Jesus agreed.
• Salvation by works must involve uncertainty, so the practice of
self-justification (shifting the goal posts) is inevitable (29).
• “Passing by on the other side” is a common method of self-justification – convincing myself I’m OK by pretending not to see!
• Jesus made it quite clear that no-one is excluded from the classification “neighbour” in the application of Leviticus 19:18.
• Love of neighbour = practical, hands-on help (cf James 2:15-16).

• Jesus’ parable of the Midnight Menace is intended to encourage
us to be more outspoken and unapologetic in our asking for help.
The word the NIV translates as “boldness” in v.8 means shameless
audacity; how serious are we in our prayer requests?
• The form of the verbs “ask”, “seek” and “knock” carries with it
the sense of keeping at it, not just doing it once. This is interesting
because Jesus goes on to say how ready God is to answer. Our
heavenly Father doesn’t want to delay in answering but he is interested in how genuine our requests really are (cf 18:1ff).
• We want the best for our children – and our motives are tainted
by sin! Imagine how God feels about our prayer requests!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

THE PARTICULARS

• How does Romans 10:1-4 help us understand Jesus’ point here?

DAY 5

The heart of the Gospel.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 10:38-42

Jesus’ commendation of Mary reinforces the point
he was making in the story of the Good Samaritan. The good
works that Martha was focussing on are only a secondary consideration; they will never get her to heaven. Our top priority must
always be a right relationship with Jesus. Although Martha resembles the Good Samaritan more than Mary does, she is making the
same mistake as the law expert who asked Jesus the question. There
is plenty of time to “Go and do likewise” (37) after we’ve sat at
Jesus’ feet and put our faith and trust in him as our Saviour.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus had a support group wider than his family and The Twelve.
• It is possible to be distracted by doing things for Jesus when all he
really wants of us is to sit at his feet in humble submission.
• It is when we are concentrating on our own performance as
Christians that we start comparing ourselves with others (40).
• Some of us are by nature more like Martha. It is a common error
to read this story as an example of different (valid) approaches to
Christian living, forgetting that Jesus commended only Mary.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there someone in your church who you think isn’t doing their
share but leaving it all to you? Try talking to Jesus about it.
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• God’s greatest gift to us (apart from His Son) is the gift of His
indwelling Holy Spirit. Why is our prayer life so haphazard?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

No compromise.
LUKE 11:14-26

The coming of Jesus put Satan’s rule among men on
notice. The battle-lines were drawn; two completely different and
incompatible kingdoms were at war with no place for compromise,
no confusion between the two, no neutral ground. Anyone who is
not committed to the gathering in of Jesus’ Kingdom is working for
its destruction. To try and discredit Jesus by identifying him with
the very one he came to destroy is inexcusable folly.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus’ opponents were desperate men. They referred to the mute
spirit in the man as a “demon”, and even their own followers recognised exorcism of demons as a valid practice. It was ludicrous even
to hint that the source of Jesus’ power was demonic.
• It should have been obvious that God’s power was among them.
• Jesus does not underestimate Satan’s power – he calls him a
“strong man, fully armed”, fully able to protect his domain (21).
• Jesus’ power over demons proved his superior strength (22).
• Just getting rid of evil influences can be very dangerous if unaccompanied by the infilling of the Holy Spirit (24-26).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What part should the Church play in “morals campaigning”?

B
DAY 9
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Condemned by clear evidence.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 11:27-32

A woman in the crowd recognised God’s blessing in
the person of Jesus (27). The people were flocking after Jesus
because they wanted to experience God’s blessing among them
through Jesus’ miraculous “signs” (16, 29). Contrary to all this,
Jesus made it clear that true blessing comes only through hearing
and obeying God’s word. Yes, signs are given, but rather than being
a source of blessing they become a basis for judgement and condemnation. The greatest condemnation of all will be on the generation that saw Jesus’ miracles, heard his wise teaching, witnessed
first-hand his empty tomb, and still refused to recognise him as
God’s anointed Prophet, Priest and King (ie Messiah).

THE POINT

S

T

U

D Y

Mounting opposition.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 11:45-54

Jesus now turns his attention from the Pharisees
(the “holy” set) to the teachers of the (OT) Law (scribes). The
scribes’ spiritual ancestors had killed the prophets who had pointed
to Jesus; the scribes were plotting to kill Jesus; all that is consistent.
What is not consistent is that the scribes respected and honoured
the prophets! Sinful human nature doesn’t notice inconsistencies!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jonah took God’s word to Nineveh as one who had been raised
from the dead. Jesus implies that this “miraculous sign” to them
was a big factor in causing them to repent (cf Matthew 12:40).
• Jesus’ resurrection was the last nail in that generation’s coffin, the
final sign to eclipse all others (cf Luke 16:31, Acts 17:31).
• The people should also have recognised Jesus as the true “Son of
David” figure to which wise Solomon was but a pointer.

• Jesus was more concerned with truth than with tact as is clear
from the way he responded to the scribes’ taking umbrage.
• The scribes turned God’s life-giving Law (cf Psalms 1:2, 19:7f),
into an unbearable burden on the people, and then did nothing to
help. The implication is that they found satisfaction in this.
• The scribes were devoted to the text of Scripture but failed to
grasp its true meaning, otherwise they would have recognised who
Jesus was and put their trust in him (cf John 5:39-40).
• Abel (Genesis 4:8) was the first and Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:20f)
the last of the OT saints to be killed for righteousness. As these
were all pointers to Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice there is a sense in which
to kill Jesus was to kill them all (50-51).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• By what evidence about Jesus will our generation be judged?

• What evidence do we see today of growing opposition to Jesus?

THE PARTICULARS

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

Shine, Jesus, shine.
LUKE 11:33-36

What Jesus is saying in these verses has a “spiritual”
application to all generations. We will all be judged by what we do
with the “light” we have been given (but note Romans 1:18-20). But
it also had a physical application to Jesus’ own generation. Everything
he did, especially his miracles, he did in the open so that all could see
quite plainly. Those who had physical eyes to see these things should
have used those eyes to become fully convinced in their whole being
that Jesus was their promised Messiah. If they failed to use their eyes
in such a way there was nothing but darkness (cf John 9:39-41). If we
don’t get Jesus right, nothing else makes sense (Colossians 1:15-17).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus used a lamp to illustrate both the significance of his life to
us (and we need to respond with our eyes wide open to him), and
the significance of our lives, as his followers, to others as we talk to
them about Jesus (cf Matthew 5:14-16).
• God has revealed Himself to mankind in Jesus Christ, his Son.
If we ignore this revelation we are still walking in darkness.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How has knowing Jesus affected how you look at the world?
What are you doing to ensure that his light keeps flowing in?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Home truths.
LUKE 11:37-44

Whatever motive the Pharisee might have had in
asking Jesus home for a meal he could never have anticipated the
outcome. Luke doesn’t tell us that he criticised Jesus for not
observing the customary religious rite of washing before eating but
only that he was surprised. Nevertheless, Jesus took the opportunity to reveal a few home truths about genuine spiritual cleanliness.
It is not surprising that Jesus spoke as if this might be the last time
he would be invited – he might as well make the most of it!

THE POINT

A strong warning.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 12:1-5

Jesus was fully aware of the danger of the Pharisees.
As powerful and revered religious leaders they manipulated the system to keep the people under their sway, even using God’s Word as
a tool. Their destructive influence among the people God had set
apart as his very own was as effective as yeast in dough. It would
eventually yield the death of Jesus himself on a cruel cross and confront his followers with the threat of death as well. But Jesus
encourages us with the certainty of two things: in the end the whole
hypocrisy of it all will be exposed; and it is not physical death that
really matters but eternal spiritual death in hell. For this reason
there is no need to be frightened by the wicked schemes of men
that can only kill the body; it is much more important to hold in
awe the God who holds our eternal destiny in His hand.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The crowds flocking after Jesus continued to grow in response to
his teaching and healing ministry. The antagonism between the
Pharisees (etc) and Jesus also continued to grow in intensity.
• Jesus was not afraid or even slow to expose hypocrisy and error.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are parts of your life/ministry held back by the fear of man?

DAY 14

Father, Son & Holy Spirit.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 12:6-12

In these few verses Jesus reminds us of what our
relationship with the Triune God ought to be – and warns us of the
terrible damage sin has done and can still do to this relationship.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Pharisees were very particular about observing religious rules.
• Jesus emphasised God’s interest in the condition of man’s heart
rather than his outward observance of ritual; he used the opportunity presented by the eating utensils to illustrate his point..
• The Pharisees had a specific problem with selfish greed, and the
lack of concern for the poor and needy that flowed from this.
• The other faults of these religious leaders included: giving God his
required “tenth” down to the last mint leaf while ignoring love, justice and mercy; seeking honour and self-aggrandisement; and being
an unwitting cause of religious defilement in others (44).

• God the Father provides carefully and constantly for everything
He made. It is part of who He is in his covenant with Creation.
This applies to each little sparrow in my garden and every hair on
my head; how much more is it true of me, made in his image! Sin
blinds us to these realities and causes us to be afraid.
• Jesus, the Son of Man, is God identified with us; our strongest
identity should be rooted in him. Sin makes us more comfortable
with other sinners so that we are ashamed of him instead. Pride and
fear of persecution stop us from identifying openly with him.
• The Holy Spirit is given to guide and protect us in all the difficult
circumstances we will face as God’s people in a hostile world. Sin
causes us to deny His influence among men, or worse still, to
attribute it to Satan (as some had done earlier – 15). Such blasphemy against a loving and gracious work in us, that our spirits
were designed to thrive on, cannot be forgiven; contact is lost.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there a tendency for Church leaders to act like Pharisees?

• Does your witness reflect the work of the Trinity in your life?

THE PARTICULARS
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D’oh!.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

L

LUKE 12:13-21
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DAY 18

Privelege & responsibility.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 12:41-48

THE POINT

Our perspective on life has important, far-reaching
consequences. Because King Solomon sought wisdom ahead of
riches, God gave him the wealth as a bonus. The rest is history.
Ecclesiastes shows us how Solomon had to learn the hard way the
danger, and stupidity, of shifting from his original perspective. We
are seeing today the same danger and stupidity of going with the
greed option, but seem too intoxicated to do anything about it.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus recognised that the man’s fundamental problem was not
arbitration but perspective; justice is useless if focus is wrong.
• It would be hard to find a more appropriate announcement to
make to our own society than Jesus’ statement in verse 15!
• The basic “perspective” errors made by the rich fool include: failing to acknowledge God’s hand in the bumper harvest; failing to
look at the share-with-those-in-need option to solve his storage
problem; assuming that his future happiness depended only on having material possessions; assuming that a life of ease and pleasure
and the satisfying of bodily appetites are what bring happiness; and
ignoring the death-and-beyond factor.

• In the time until Jesus comes again his disciples have all been
given work to do in the feeding of and caring for his Church.
• Jesus will be expecting to find us all doing what he left us to do.
• Faithfulness in tasks given will lead to greater responsibility; inappropriate, self-serving behaviour by leaders who think that there is
still plenty of time will be punished most severely.
• Although Jesus wants us to know that our salvation is secure, he
does not want us to become complacent. His strong warning in v46
must be held in tension with the assurance of John 10:28.
• A lighter sentence applies where there has been less privilege.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you fearful of rejection for bad stewardship when the Lord
returns? Read John 10:28. Are you confident? Read Lk 12:46.

• Do a stock-take of your life in the light of this parable.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

D’oh again!.
LUKE 12:22-31

Jesus not only makes the foolishness of a wrong
perspective abundantly clear, he also leaves us in no doubt as to the
wisdom of a right perspective. He isn’t dealing with rocket science
here. The amazing thing is that so few human beings actually put
his simple teaching into practice and so prove it to be correct.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus draws our attention to the following obvious truths:
– there is much more to the substance of life than food, and to
the fabric of life than clothing;
– God knows quite well what we need and what is best for us;
– God’s care and provision for birds and flowers are living proof
of his ability to meet all the daily needs of all His creatures;
– we are obviously much more significant to God than birds;
made in His image, our significance extends beyond the grave;
– worrying is not a recognised achiever – so why do it?
• For God’s people to be anxious is a contradiction:
– it calls into question the reality of our professed faith (28);
– it puts us in the same category as those outside His covenant.

We saw how Jesus encouraged and challenged his
“little flock” by telling them about his coming Kingdom. So, does
this teaching have relevance for them only? In typically oblique
fashion the Master shows how by its very nature his Second
Coming will involve everybody, but the maxim applies: greater privilege demands greater responsibility. The followers of Jesus should
all recognise where this places them in the scheme of things.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

Unsettling words.
LUKE 12:49-53

How does a God who is holy, just and loving deal
with man’s sin, and suffering, and death, and hell? Hearing Jesus
voice the sentiments of these 5 verses gives us some feeling for the
enormous tension involved in this whole question. Isaiah proclaimed the promised Messiah as the Prince of Peace (9:6) and the
angels picked up this theme at his birth (Luke 2:14). But here he is
saying the exact opposite! Has he lost sight of his original mission?
What about his parable of the Good Samaritan, about loving my
neighbour, etc? There is no simple solution to all this, but taking
the whole Gospel together we see that God’s love is on a collision
course with his holiness/justice and the impact occurs on the hill
outside Jerusalem. Sinful man is either won over by the cross or else
is so offended by it that he is violently opposed to all who are.
Jesus, the God-Man, fought this battle in himself.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Verses 49-50 provide a good background for understanding Jesus’
struggle in the garden of Gethsemane (22:41ff). The fire Jesus
came to bring was an inescapable consequence of the cross.
• It is a sad fact of history that the cross divides even families.

• How does an anxious Christian bring harm to the Gospel?

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

Prepare for the King.
LUKE 12:32-40

The one thing we need to keep in mind to enable us
to maintain a right perspective is that Jesus is coming again to take
up his rightful rule in his universe. Seen in this light, everything else
falls into place and makes sense. We cannot fully understand the
significance of all of Jesus’ teaching in Luke 12 unless we consider
what he said about his Return.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Because Jesus is coming again as King:
– those who are part of his (relatively little) flock have nothing to
fear – they also belong to his Kingdom as a gift of his grace;
– heavenly treasures, not earthly treasures, are all that matter;
– heavenly treasures are better because they don’t wear out;
– our primary focus ought to be on being ready when he comes,
which includes being occupied with obedience to his will;
• Sharing in Jesus’ Kingdom is like being at a glorious wedding banquet epitomised by service led by the Servant King himself!
• Always being ready is part of the deal: God has already planned
the Second Coming as a surprise event; it can’t be otherwise.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church today confused about its message in the light of
world events because of a failure to focus on Christ’s Return?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 0

• In what sense did Jesus come to bring division and not peace?

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Spiritual discernment.
LUKE 12:54-59

Weather forecasting is now a very sophisticated science using amazing developments in space technology but we would
still like the results to be a bit more accurate. We spend a lot of time,
energy and money on something that in the end has relatively little
lasting value. We should be more concerned about the spiritual climate around us so that we are more sensitive to what God is doing
in his world and how we should respond to Him in obedience as we
wait for Jesus’ appearing. These things have consequences for eternity.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• It is part of our sinful condition that we major on minors and
have barely a passing interest in matters of spiritual substance.
• We would be better spending more time studying what God’s
textbook says about spiritual truths so as to see more clearly His
hand at work in His world, and to respond more readily and appropriately to His leading in our daily lives.
• As we negotiate human relationships so as to obtain the best
result at crunch time, so we would do better to make sure we are
reconciled to God’s ways prior to meeting him in Judgement.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Where does spiritual discernment rate in your daily pursuits?

N

Across
Australia
GAA 45

Ministers and elders from all six state
assemblies and the 38 presbyteries will
gather in Sydney for the 45th General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia this month. The assembly will
meet in the Chinese Presbyterian Church,
on the corner of Albion and Crown
Streets, Surry Hills, from 13 to 16
September.
Commissioners will pray together,
receive and consider reports about the
work of the church and make decisions on
a wide range of matters about the
Presbyterian
Church
throughout
Australia. Friends from other denominations and the wider community are welcome to observe (but not take part in)
sessions of the GAA, except if the assembly resolves to sit in private.
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Russell van Delden (Qld), Dr David
Mitchell (Tas); Dr Reg Mathews (SA)
and Darrell Thatcher (WA). The
Assembly
Expositor
is
Stuart
Bonnington, minister of South Yarra
(Vic).
Mr Thomas told AP that he was “looking forward to the GAA being a time of
Christian fellowship which will transcend
state boundaries, where the whole
Presbyterian Church can draw together
and look forward and outward in its great
task of ‘Declaring His Glory’ in word and
deed
throughout
the
whole
Commonwealth”. The Clerk of
Assembly, Rev. Dr Paul Logan, will assist
the Moderator-General, commissioners
and other guests and visitors.

Archbishop to speak

D
r Peter Jensen, the Anglican
Archbishop of Sydney, has been invited

PWA’s jubilee

to address the Assembly on Tuesday night
at 7. The Assembly communion service
will be held on Tuesday morning, with
guest preacher David Burke, late of NSW
but now minister of Orchard Road
Presbyterian Church in Singapore.

A

Mission report

Share, Care and Prayer

he cross cultural missionary team
reports exciting growth since the last
General Assembly in 2001, according to
the convener of Australian Presbyterian
World Mission, Dr David Pilgrim. As at
June, 73 missionary units (singles or families) comprising 115 individual adults
plus children are serving with 23 accredited partner missionary societies. This
represents an increase of 12 units (21
adults). More missionary candidates are

t the assembly, the Presbyterian
Women’s Association will be marking its
50th anniversary with visiting speaker
General Eva Burrows of the Salvation
Army. The PWA Jubilee function will be
held in the Chinese Presbyterian Church
from 10am with lunch to follow. Details
can be obtained from Federal PWA president Jean Perry (07 5450 8102) or secretary Heather Ross (07 3396 6198). Both
men and women are welcome to attend.

T

coming forward. Every state is represented in the list of new missionaries.

Best-seller

T21stheCentury,
Westminster Confession of Faith for the
prepared by Presbyterian
Theological College Melbourne principal Douglas Milne, has been a bestseller,
according to the Christian Education
committee. Others in the committee’s
range of new publications are At the Coal
Face, an eldership training resource (prepared by Rev. Phil Campbell of
Mitchelton, Qld) and Making Friends for
Life, an evangelism training resource (prepared by Rev. David Thurston of Central
Sydney). Christian Education convener
Ian Schoonwater also reports further
developments with 21C – the national
youth leadership development program.

Report highlights

Ateemong
the highlights from the commitreports, the College Committee
(convener Rev. Dr John Davies) notes
that there are 48 ministry candidates and
two deaconess candidates under the care
of presbyteries and state committees on
theological education. The National
Journal Committee (convener Rev.
Peter Hastie) reports that the vision of
the National Journal is each month to
“feature a major interview with an internationally renowned author, with the
interview designed to cover the basic content of interviewee’s most well known
book/s. … If the reader absorbs 11 of
these interviews during the year, plus the
associated articles s/he has been exposed
to the content of 11 significant Christian
books”. The Reception of Ministers

TFellowship
he assembly Share, Care and Prayer
will convene for its first meeting from 4pm on Monday in the Chinese
Presbyterian Church Hall. Each morning
of Assembly the fellowship will gather
from 9 to 9.30 to pray.

Thomas takes charge

Tonhetheopening
assembly worship service
Monday night will mark the end of
the period of office of ModeratorGeneral Jack Knapp and the election of
Moderator-General Nominate Bob
Thomas, minister at St Kilda (Vic). Mr
Thomas will speak on the theme
“Declaring His Glory”. He has invited six
ministers to serve as his chaplains: John
Webster (NSW), Dr Greg Goswell (Vic),
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Committee (convener Rev. Guido
Kettniss) reports the reception of a steady
stream of ministers from other churches
within and outside Australia.

Farewell

M
r G.K. Downes, QC, stepped down as
procurator of the GAA after his appointment in 2002 to the bench of the Federal
Court. Mr Downes served 10 years as
GAA Procurator and 20 as the Procurator
of NSW General Assembly (Code
Committee report, Convener Rev. Dr
Paul Logan). The Finance Committee
recommends that Mr G.K. Burton, who
has served as acting Procurator since
February 2003, be appointed to replace
Judge Downes. The Finance Committee
also farewells its convener, Mr John Mill,
who is retiring. Mr J. Falls has been nominated to succeed him.

Support for PIM

O

n behalf of Presbyterian Inland
Mission, Rt Rev. Jack Knapp reports outstanding prayer support and generosity
shown by many within (and some outside) the PCA. This includes a gift of
$55,000 from the PWA of NSW Market
Day Committee which allowed a new
vehicle to be bought for the North West
NSW Patrol. The network of patrols conducted by padres of the PIM throughout
the Commonwealth is growing steadily,
including the resourcing ($100,000 raised
in 12 months), manning and launching of
the new patrol in the Kimberley-Pilbara
region of WA. Mr Knapp retires as convener and superintendent, the latter from
March 2005.
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Other matters

A

mong other matters, the assembly will
also be presented with reports from ad
hoc
committees
dealing
with
“Contemporary
Lord’s
Day
Observance” and “Positive Approaches
to the Ministry of Women”. The GAA
will hear an appeal from the Kirk Session
of St Andrew’s Adelaide against a decision of the 2002 General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of South Australia; a
series of dissents and complaints from
Rev. P.D. Mercer, Mr R.E. Barker and
Associate Professor D.L. Hare against a
decision of the 2002 General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria; a dissent and complaint from Rev. F. Avent
against a decision of the 2003 General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
New South Wales; and a reference from
the Presbytery of Torrens concerning the
report of the GAA ad hoc Committee on
Freemasonary and other Fraternal Sects
(GAA BB 1991 Min 94).

Around
the World
Darfur protest

T

he Rev. Robert S. Turner, coordinator
of government relations and special projects for Jubilee Campaign USA, has
been arrested at the Sudanese Embassy in
the United States, while protesting against
genocide in the Darfur region in western
Sudan. Jubilee Campaign USA is the US

COUNTRY & TERTIARY STUDENTS
ACCOMMODATION
We aim at providing not only first class accommodation but an
atmosphere where young people can grow through pastoral care and
the opportunity to study God’s word.
These units are under direct on-site management.

APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM:
Mrs. J. Baldwin, Honorary Secretary
Presbyterian Council for Students’ Residences
1 Rosemeadow Drive Cape Cabarita, 2137.
Phone: (02) 8765 1642
Managers’ Phone: (02) 9569 7613
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branch of the interdenominational
Christian human rights organisation, the
Jubilee Campaign.
“My act of civil disobedience is a small
gesture, a tiny sacrifice compared to what
the people of Darfur are enduring every
day,” Turner said. “But I undertake it
because I believe in a God who honors
small acts of faithfulness. I undertake it
as a symbolic gesture to point up the
injustices the people of Darfur and so
many others throughout the world suffer
every day, and to declare that God
ordains their freedom. I undertake it
because, as a minister of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, who suffered unjustly and
died to bring salvation, peace and liberation to all God’s children, I cannot do
otherwise.”
Reports indicate that at least 30,000
civilians have been killed in Darfur as a
result of the campaign of murder, rape,
enslavement and forced hunger being
waged by the Government of Sudan and
its allies, the Janjaweed Arab militias.
More than a million people have been displaced as a result of the atrocities.
World Evangelical Alliance

Staines return home

G
ladys Staines and her daughter Esther
have returned to Queensland after 20
years serving in India with the
Evangelical Missionary Society in
Mayurbhanj. In January 1999, Gladys’s
husband, Graham, and their two sons,
Phillip and Timothy, were burnt alive
when a mob of Hindu militants torched
their Jeep while attending an annual jungle camp in the district of Mayurbhanj in
the eastern state of Orissa.

Prezra
Bible College
and
PCA Ministries
Are YOU willing to STUDY and SERVE
in the Presbyterian Church of South
Australia?
Prezra Bible College offers the ThL and
ThA (ACT) Diplomas FREE.
Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.
Contact: Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel: (08) 8395 7841
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On Graham’s death, Gladys assumed
the role of executive director of the mission. The work includes a fellowship of
more than 25 churches, a leprosy home
and leprosy rehabilitation farm.
In July the first stage of the Graham
Staines Memorial Hospital was opened
on the mission property in Baripada. It
will cater for 10 inpatients and includes an
outpatients’ department and clinic. It will
provide a base for community health programs to be conducted and reaching to
the whole district.
Evangelical Missionary Society

Aid worker freed

Jhasapanese
aid worker Takayuki Noguchi
been released by China after serving
an eight-month prison sentence for
attempting to assist two Japanese-born
North Korean refugees, Christian
Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) reports. He
returned to Japan on 9 August.
CSW says his mood sobered as he
spoke with sorrow of the fate of the
North Koreans he had been arrested
with. He described how he is haunted by
the male refugee’s desperate groan of
“I’m already dead” when the Chinese
police entered their hotel room.
“The man was in his 50s and was born
in West Japan, but moved to North Korea
in the early 1960s. The other refugee was
a woman in her 40s who was born in
Japan, but was taken to North Korea as a
child by her mother who believed the
propaganda that North Korea was ‘a paradise on earth’,” the CSW release states.
Tragically, both refugees were repatriated, CSW said.
“The man’s prediction is sadly realistic,
as those returned to North Korea regularly face mistreatment, imprisonment,
torture and even execution,” CSW said.
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and possibly thousands of Christians have
reportedly fled to countries such as
Jordan and Syria following attacks against
five Assyrian churches on Sunday 1
August 1 in Baghdad and Mosul.
Assist News Service

Buddhists incite mob

I

n continuing violence against Christian
churches in Sri Lanka, Buddhist monks
from the Bodhidumarama temple in
Wadduwa recently incited a mob to march
against an evangelical church, intending to
“rid our village of the fundamentalist
plague”.
Around 50 monks, accompanied by
150 others, marched from the Buddhist
temple to the church. When they arrived,
they found only two parishioners, along

with the pastor’s two daughters. After
demanding that the pastor be brought to
them, they began throwing chairs and
tearing down Scripture banners, as well as
physically threatening the pastor’s daughters.
The next morning, the pastor cancelled
services, as he had done the previous
Sunday because of threats. Again a large
mob gathered and tried to force their way
into the church, despite police guards.
The rioters threw gasoline bombs, bricks
and rocks, damaging the roof and windows. A parapet wall also collapsed. The
police used tear gas to disperse the crowd,
as well as firing shots into the air. The pastor was eventually forced to announce
that he would stop holding meetings at
the church.
Voice of the Martyrs

PTC MEDIA

Christian Books, CDs and Resources
Dr Gerald Bray ‘Classical Trinitarian Thought’
23 lectures and public address CD MP3 format $40
Dr Gerald Bray ‘Believing in God in Everyday Life’
Public address CD $8
Dr Tony Bird ‘The Book of Revelation’
A short course of 12 lectures, including notes CD MP3 format $20
Dr Peter Jensen ‘The Authority of God’, ‘The Authority of Christ’,
‘The Authority of Scripture’ and ‘The Authority of Man’
4 lectures CD MP3 format $20
To order these or other resources
Mignon Goswell manager Ph: 0400 880 515 E-mail: ptcmedia@presbyteriancollege.org
684 Elgar Road Box Hill North Vic 3129.
Postage and handling $2.50 for every two CDs or part thereof. Cheque payable to ‘Presbyterian Church of Victoria’. A
ministry of the Presbyterian Theological College Melbourne

Assyrians flee

TBaghdad
he Assyrian Christian compound in
came under mortar attack last
month, after bombers killed up to 15
Christians, news reports and church officials said. Assyrian leaders said the targeted compound in the Iraqi capital’s
Zayuna district houses a clinic, a women’s
center and a computer centre. It also provides free telephone calls to those in need
and supports humanitarian relief activities
in addition to serving as the nerve centre
for Assyrian Christians in Iraq.
There was no word of casualties, but
the violence was expected to increase concern among Iraqi Christians. Hundreds
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TV Watch
My Foetus

Reviewed by Nicki Wormald
he controversial abortion documentary My Foetus, produced by
Julia Black, was screened recently
on the ABC’s Compass program.
Black, the daughter of Britain’s largest
abortion provider, takes a fresh look at
abortion as she anticipates the birth of her
second child. She “terminated” the first
one as a lifestyle choice.
The film opens with an idyllic scene of
the film’s very pregnant producer floating
in a swimming pool. It later confronts us
with savagely graphic colour images of
aborted foetuses. Black’s second pregnancy prompted her to revisit the abortion debate. She wonders whether she can
look at the facts of abortion (now seen as
never before through modern medical
technology) and still be pro-choice.
Having had an abortion in her early
20s, she admits it was her “get-out clause”,
and that through her choice she “took
control of her fertility”. She also confesses
that she can never forget the words of the
doctor who told her she had a “healthy
eight-week-old foetus”. Somehow she
couldn’t bring herself to think of it as a
“real” baby.
Black feels there is a veil of secrecy over
abortion – imposed by the pro-choice
movement.

T
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t the same time she is not uncritical of
anti-abortion campaigners who, she
claims, distort the facts by showing
images of late-term abortions and saying
they were 14 weeks or younger. She also

W A T C H

believes that the pro-life lobby completely
ignores the often desperate circumstances
of the mother. So Black sets out to present both sides of the debate.
The statistics are chilling. 47 million
babies a year are aborted worldwide –
184,000 a year in the UK, and up to
100,000 in Australia.
One of the most profound images in
the documentary is that of Black and a
doctor looking at 3D images of babies on
a screen at various stages of gestation,
marvelling at the technology , and agreeing that “it’s hard to deny that it’s a baby”.
Christians
may find it hard
to believe that
Black feels anyone could
there is a veil treat a foetus as
of secrecy over anything other
abortion – than a human
imposed by baby – but that’s
the pro-choice what abortion
movement. does: it dehumanises
the
baby and the
p r o c e s s .
Euphemisms such as “termination”,
“reproductive freedom”, and “abortion”
are more palatable and less emotive than
“killing”, or “murder”. Even calling the
baby a “foetus” (though technically correct) desensitises us to the fact that a child
is being killed.
There seems to be a big issue in the
abortion debate about whether the foetus
“looks like a baby”. In other words, if it’s
12 weeks or less, abortionists don’t feel so
bad about killing it because it doesn’t
really look like a “real” baby anyway.
I found the images of aborted foetuses
heart-breaking, sickening and unbearable
to look at. My first instinct was to close
my eyes; it was an effort to keep looking.

But closing one’s eyes is what the prochoice movement has been doing for 30
years. Thankfully, modern technology
allows us to look at these babies and see
them as they really are – vulnerable, innocent and totally defenseless human
beings.
The way Black frames the issue is neither surprising nor unexpected. As a secularist she believes that the main question
is: what’s best for the woman? The fact
that a woman faced with an unwanted
pregnancy is in an often desperate situation should not be treated lightly.
But these women need wise counsel
and a viable alternative to abortion. As
Christians we cannot condemn abortion
without encouraging and building adequate support for women to continue
their pregnancies, raise their children or
consider adoption.
In her “journey”, Black did not cover
issues such as incest, rape, disabled or
deformed babies. She also failed to
explore the psychological consequences
of abortion by excluding any interviews
with women about their feelings after
abortion.

I

think that one area she should have
included was the impact of unwanted
pregnancies on the responsibilities and
feelings of men. What about the feelings
of the father of the child? Rarely do any
of the articles, reviews or letters to the editor about the documentary mention the
father. This seems to imply that the conception, care and responsibility for a pregnancy rest solely with the mother. Should
it only ever be a woman’s right to choose?
Women are so concerned with “controlling their own bodies” – but, hey, we’re
not talking about cosmetic surgery, or the
removal of an appendix here – we’re talking about ending a human life.
I found Black’s conclusion that early
abortion is an acceptable solution for
women facing an unwanted pregnancy
unconvincing. She still believes that
women must have the right to choose an
abortion. But modern technology has
posed her a more difficult choice by awakening her conscience and confronting her
with the truth that each human life “is
fearfully and wonderfully made”. Black is
now more aware of the reality of abortion
– that the unborn foetus is a baby, that the
whole process is desperately sad and one
that is difficult to defend.
Nicki Wormald, a member of Ashfield
Presbyterian Church, was an early childhood teacher and now a freelance journalap
ist.
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Letters
Potty parents

I“division”
recently read a short article about a
in the church concerning children reading the Harry Potter books,
some parents calling for a ban on the
books and others seeing no harm in them.
Once believers have read the Old
Testament for themselves, they should be
aware of the very clear commandments
on witchcraft given by the Lord to His
Covenant people. Surely any faithful and
true body of believers would teach that
these laws are still applicable today,
indeed that we are still bound to obey
them.
We are responsible for all of the education of our children, who need our guidance into the literature that they are to
read in their spare time. Until they are
born again they might choose to read
books which could do them harm, indeed
it is only when we begin the Christian life
that we truly know what is right and
wrong in all that we do.
Children who enjoy reading are truly
blessed in the English speaking world, for
there is a massive amount available on all
sorts of subjects, in homes, libraries and
bookshops, which contain something
about church life, Christian family living
or biblical teachings, all a help to right
character building in our Covenant children.
I would like to suggest that
Christians should read the very best literature available to them and to share
this with their children. Where is the
wisdom in giving Covenant children,
books dealing with a young boy going to
a school which will teach him to use
witchcraft in his life?

Half the picture

I

have concerns at “A woman’s place”
(AP, July). Linda Hartz Rump details
“anti-women” sentiments of the Church
Fathers and declares them the roots of
long standing attitudes in the church
regarding the status of women.
The fact that, having mentioned
equality, the article stopped dead there is
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where my chief concerns lie. Surely for
any discussion concerning gender equality to have value, it must also be yoked
with discussion of the uniqueness of gender differences. If the equality of
humankind is the only issue, then why
didn’t the Creator just make us all
females?
Since Hartz Rump does not address the
issue of male/female roles, it is my concern
that some women could walk away from
this article thinking “Ripper, now I can go
and do anything the blokes do, since I am
equal with them before God”.
My concern is reinforced by Hartz
Rump’s dealing with the involvement of
women in the New Testament. For
instance, she writes “women such as
Priscilla served as teachers”, a statement
which can mislead. I assume Hartz Rump
is referring to Acts 18:26, where Priscilla
with her husband invites Apollos to their
home and explains to him the way of God
more adequately. Priscilla was obviously
an active servant of the Lord, because Paul
mentions her several times, always with
her husband, Aquila (1 Cor. 16:19; Rom.
16:3; 2 Tim. 4:19). However, Paul also
makes it clear (in 1 Tim. 2:12) that there
were situations where he did not permit
women to teach. Subsequently, Priscilla
would not have taught in the way that one
might immediately assume on reading this
article.
Is Hartz Rump’s exposé of the
“church’s decidedly spotty record on
treatment of women” helpful? Very few
women these days need to be convinced
on their equality with men in God’s opinion. Is it necessary to possibly stir up

empowerment sentiments in response to
details of history we might otherwise not
know? An article on how the Bible says
women (both married and single) can
build up the body of Christ, may have
made better use of the space.
Annita Campbell,
Sans Souci, NSW

Word of life...

Tnoteshankeachyouissue.forWhile
including Bible study
I adore the compiler’s appropriate surname, I deeply
appreciate his succinct, pertinent comments and insightful one liners in the ‘To
Ponder ... & to Pray’ section. Bruce
Christian has been used by the Holy
Spirit to bring joy, peace, tears — oh the
gamut of emotions — while we absorb
the facts.
Cynthia Swann,
Hawker, ACT

...And of wisdom

M

any thanks for the informative and
helpful content in the Australian
Presbyterian. The recent series of interviews with a number of American theologians provided stimulating information
not otherwise available to me and probably many others.
Andrew Lawry,
Lenah Valley, Tas

ST ANDREWS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
PREP –YEAR 12

St Andrews Christian College,
333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Tel: 9808 9911 Fax: 9808 9933
Email: enquiries@standrews.vic.edu.au

Frank Bellot,
Brisbane, Qld

E

Are you looking for a school that will support you in your God given duty as a
parent? Our ethos is to support parents by offering a sound, traditional, academic
education within a Christian framework.
At St Andrews Christian College we want to grow God’s kids, God’s way!
Our aim is to provide a traditional, academic education within a Christian
framework.
Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, Accelerated Reading Programme and our LEM phonics scheme.
For further information, application forms or an appointment with the Principal,
Mr. Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.

SPECIAL BENEFITS OF ST ANDREWS
Comprehensive curriculum & consistently excellent academic results
Junior and Middle School organization
Strong Creative Arts programme
Parental involvement program that ensures a working partnership between staff,
students & parents.
Before and After School Care
Easy access via public transport
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SEPTEMBER 2004
21 Launceston parish, Tasmania; (about
335 c&a (communicants and adherents), 85 yf (younger folk – Sunday
School and youth) and 15 e (elders).
Peter and Maureen Thorneycroft.
22 Gunnedah home mission station, NW
NSW including Boggabri; with about
75 c&a, 35 yf and 6 e; Colin Steele.
23 Alex and Tracey Banks new Mission
Partners (APWM) associate workers
from Stanthorpe, Qld serving with
Overseas Missionary Fellowship in
Korea teaching English.
24 The new Glenwood congregation
planted by the two Blacktown congregations in the fast-growing Rouse Hill
area, outer western Sydney; about 20
adults and children attending; David
and Caron Balzer.
25 Presbytery of Illawarra south of
Sydney; 7 parishes and 2 home mission stations totaling 20 congregations
with 1375 c&a; 6 retired ministers;
Peter Currie clerk.
26 Griffith parish, southern NSW; with
about 95 c&a, 5 yf and 7 e. Peter and
Anna Gobbo.
27 Praise God and pray for a mighty
blessing on the Bwanabwana New
Testament on which Alan and Faye
Canavan, Mission Partners (APWM)
partner society (WBT) workers from
Warburton, Vic. have worked in PNG
since 1986 .
28 Macquarie parish northern Sydney;
with about 125 c&a, 12 yf and 12 e.
Rex and Beverley Swavely.
29 All those involved in the production
of the Australian Presbyterian (including Peter Hastie, Barney Zwartz,
Stuart Bonnington, Tracy Gordon,
Sandra Joynt and Walter Bruining). Its
circulation and impact.
30 Burwood Community (Chinese)
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parish Melbourne; with about 80 c&a,
20 yf and 3 e. John and Liliek Elnatan.
OCTOBER 2004
1 Robert and Toni Smith new Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
workers from Mt Tamborine, Qld
serving with Wycliffe Bible Translators
in Germany in a school for MKs
(Missionary Kids).
2 Acacia Ridge parish, southern
Brisbane; with about 140 c&a, 90 yf
and 7 e. Stephen and Beate Teale, and
Stephen and Lyndel Blencowe (youth
pastor).
3 Mareeba home mission station, north
Qld; with about 30 c&a, 5 yf and 4 e.
Ed and Joy Chandler.
4 The Moderator, clerk, officers and all
the business, fellowship and decisions
of the General Assembly of Victoria
this week.
5 Pray for Year 13 teachers in 11 categories needed for Onesua
Presbyterian College, Vanuatu.
6 Presbytery of Moree, NW NSW; 4
parishes and 4 home mission stations
totaling 18 congregations with 1065
communicants and adherents and 1
PIM patrol; Elizabeth Style clerk.
7 Alex Kowalenko new Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
worker from Parramatta City congregation, NSW to serve with European
Christian Mission in Portugal .
8 Canaan Korean parish, Petersham,
inner Sydney; with about 40 c&a, and
12 yf. Won-Hyoung Moon.
9 Paul and Carol Lukins Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
workers from Condobolin serving
with SIM among the Mursi people of
Ethiopia.
10 Warrnambool parish western Vic. (3
congregations); with about 460 c&a,
70 yf and 24 e. Chris and Fiona ten
Broeke, and Philip and Sandra Burns.

11 Fremantle parish, Perth; with about 80
c&a, 10 yf and 4 e. Vacant.
12 Michael and Ulrike Safari Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
workers from Burwood NSW serving
with Operation Mobilization among
Muslim people in Sydney.
13 The Islamic fasting month of
Ramadan begins, commemorating the
giving of the Q’uran – through the 30
days pray that the Lord Jesus will
reveal Himself to many Muslims.
14 Charlestown – Eastlakes parish south
of Newcastle NSW, including
Swansea, Redhead and Belmont; with
about 180 c&a, 40 yf and 12 e. John
and Joy Seaton.
15 Presbytery of Kilnoorat western
Victoria; 6 parishes totaling 15 congregations with 995 c&a; 1 school principal; Philip Burns clerk.
16 Cherrybrook parish, northern Sydney;
with about 95 c&a, 65 yf and 6 e. John
and Sharon Irvin.
17 Garry and Maggie Fong new Mission
Partners (APWM) partner society
workers from Sydney Chinese
Presbyterian church serving with
Overseas Missionary Fellowship in
East Asia, teaching village health
workers and working with disabled
children.
18 Pray that the leaders and members of
your own and nearby congregations
will have a burning desire to win to
Christ those who don’t yet know
Him.
19 Through the 30 days of Ramadan continue to pray that the Lord Jesus will
be revealed to many Muslims as the
Son of God who died for sinners.
20 Sydney Chinese parish, Surry Hills;
with about 850 c&a, 150 yf and 16 e.
There are six services in various languages each Sunday, and there is need
for more ministers. Ezra Tzeng.
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Books
The Lord our Shepherd
J. Douglas MacMillan
Bryntirion Press, 2003
Reviewed by John Dekker

Tfourhistalksbookgivenstarted
its life as a series of
by the late author in 1979.
Since that time it has provided immense
comfort and instruction to believers all
over the world. It is an exposition of
Psalm 23, and that psalm is explained with
integrity and insight.
MacMillan was eminently qualified to
write this book. He worked as a shepherd
for 12 years before he began study for the
ministry. Throughout the book his
knowledge of shepherding is of great help
in explaining the psalm. For example, in
speaking on the words, “He makes me to
lie down,” MacMillan explains that four
things will prevent a sheep from lying
down: fear, antagonism, annoyance and
hunger. He then masterfully applies these
to the Christian life.
Most importantly, however, the author
writes with a pastor’s heart. He is both
warmly doctrinal and intelligently devotional. This new edition includes his personal testimony, and the account of his
conversion is wonderfully encouraging.
The Lord our Shepherd is a book that every
Christian should read.
John Dekker is a student at Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne.

The Passion of Jesus
Christ
John Piper
Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2004
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

M

el Gibson’s movie The Passion of the
Christ aroused some interest and controversy for a time. Whether it did much lasting good is debatable. This little book by
John Piper is, in my view, likely to do
much more good in the long term. It sets
out 50 biblical reasons why Jesus Christ
came to die. Here we find good doctrine
combined with true passion. To give one
example, Piper writes: “If God were not
just, there would be no demand for his Son
to suffer and die. And if God were not
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loving, there would be no willingness for
his Son to suffer and die. But God is both
just and loving. Therefore his love is willing to meet the demands of his justice.”
John Piper is one of those preachers
who can also write in a succinct and helpful way. Every chapter is stimulating, relevant and God-honouring. I came to use
this book for morning meditations – one
for each day. Not all of my habits are
good, but reading John Piper is one I can
recommend.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Needless to say this series is highly recommended! Roll on parts four and five.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

The Westminster
Confession of Faith
A Study Guide

Rowland Ward
2nd edition, New Melbourne Press
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

R

2000 Years of Christ’s
Power

Part Three: Renaissance and
Reformation
N.R. Needham
Grace Publications, 2004
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

D
r Nick Needham is a Baptist minister
in Inverness, northern Scotland. He is
rapidly becoming widely known for his
excellent books on church history. His
series 2000 Years of Christ’s Power is setting new standards in terms of comprehensiveness and helpfulness in introducing the general Christian reader to the
great story of the people of God across
the ages.
Part one (The Age of the Early Church
Fathers) was 400 full pages, part two (The
Middle Ages) was 456 pages long and now
part three comes with 624! Originally the
series was to be complete in four parts but
the reader learns now it will take five!
Grace Publication is to be congratulated
for sponsoring such a comparatively vast
undertaking in modern evangelical publishing for there is nothing remotely like it
anywhere else.
What does the reader encounter in this
series? 1. The great knowledge of Dr
Needham concerning his subject; 2. his
willingness to include material dealing
critically but fairly with the Church of
Rome, the Eastern Orthodox as well as
Protestantism and its antecedents; 3. the
presentation of all of the expected main
figures in any given period, in a fresh and
helpful way, along with a large “supporting” cast of lesser known figures; 4. a generally good selection of readings illustrative of the subject under particular review;
5. helpful maps, illustrations, glossaries,
bibliographies and indices.

owland Ward is perhaps the most prolific modern Australian Presbyterian/
Reformed author, with a long list of titles
on various subjects to his name. His commitment to the Reformed faith is clearly
and widely known and this second edition
of his widely circulating study guide will
continue to advance his reputation as an
able, aware and articulate teacher of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As he comments on the text of the
Westminster Confession, Ward always
gives you something to think about and
ponder, as he seeks to interact with a wide
range of ancient and contemporary challenges to the historic Christian faith. This
book has an excellent index, a very helpful
and comprehensive selected bibliography
(to which one might add The Westminister
Confession for the 21st Century published
by the Presbyterian Church of Australia
now in its third edition), an appendix outlining the history of subscription to the
Confession, and many, many study questions. I hope many people will read and
benefit from this great study guide to the
Confession of Faith.

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 5.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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First things first
In the Christian walk, the good may be enemy of the best.

any things in life are good, but
other things are better. The
Bible works with this same
principle in a number of ways.
For the Christian, life can consist of
putting first things first rather than of
choosing good over evil. Jesus tells us to
“seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things will be
added unto you” (Mt. 6:33). The “these
things” are obviously not evil things
because Christ would never promise to
add them unto us. Rather, they are things
like clothes and food – things that we
need since we do not live on this earth as
disembodied spirits, but which take second place to eternal things.
As Jesus spoke of human relationships,
he declared: “Whoever loves father or
mother more than me is not worthy of
me, and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me” (Mt.
10:37). In Luke 14:26 the account is even
more startling, and we are told to hate
other members of our family.
Clearly, God tells us again and again to
love our parents, our spouse, and our children. A person who does so does not even
prove thereby that he is a Christian,
because “if anyone does not provide for
his relatives, and especially for members
of his household, he has denied the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim.
5:8). The assumption there is that even
unbelievers are expected to take care of
their families. What Jesus is saying is that
looking after our families, and loving
those under the same roof, is something
that God demands of us as human beings.
However, Christ demands that we love
him more.

M

Peter
Barnes
It is not that Martha was doing something evil but that Mary was fixed on
something better – seeking to hear, understand, and obey the Word of Christ.
Armed with a diamond, George
Whitefield once inscribed “One thing is
needful” on a window pane in Southold
about the year 1765. This is not a case of
graffiti before its heyday, but a reminder
of what life is all
about.
Twice
our
Lord
refers
to
the
It is in these
words
of
Hosea
choices that
our hearts are 6:6, “I desire
mercy, and not
revealed as sacrifice’ (Mt.
either regener- 9:13;
12:7).
ate or natural. Neither Hosea
nor Christ was
rejecting, under
the old covenant,
what God had commanded, which was
sacrifice for sins. What Hosea and Christ
both meant was that to exercise mercy is
more vital to God than slitting a lamb’s
throat in sacrifice. It is not that sacrifice is
wrong, but that it is secondary.
Even when Peter and the apostles tell
the Sanhedrin: “We must obey God rather
than men” (Acts 5:29), they are not

Y

ou will not always be confronted
between the choice of rescuing a
drowning child or sending Jews to
Auschwitz. Often the choice may be
between something that is good in itself,
but overshadowed by Christ’s greater
claim upon you. It is in these choices that
our hearts are revealed as either regenerate
or natural. Here is a final word from the
journals of David Livingstone: “I will
place no value on anything I have or may
possess except in relation to the Kingdom
of God. If anything I have will advance
that Kingdom, it shall be given away or
kept only as by giving or keeping it I may
advance the Kingdom of Him I love.”
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.

MALAWI!

I

n the home of Mary and Martha, there
is the well-known episode where
Martha is anxious and troubled with the
washing up and looking after the guests,
while Mary occupies herself by sitting at
Jesus’ feet, and listening to his teaching.
When Martha complained about her sister’s inactivity, Jesus reminded her that
“one thing is necessary”. The lesson was:
“Mary has chosen the good portion,
which will not be taken away from her”
(see Luke 10:38-42).

implying that Christians must not obey
men. We are to be good citizens who normally obey the state (Rom. 13:1-7),
employees are to obey employers (Eph.
6:5-9), and children to obey their parents
(Eph. 6:1-3). However, there is something greater than obedience to men, and
that is obedience to God. Where the two
clash, the claims of man must give way to
the claims of God.
Similarly when Paul deals with the
options of demanding justice or suffering
injustice, he asks: “Why not rather suffer
wrong?” (1 Cor. 6:7) It is not as though
demanding justice is obviously evil but
that suffering injustice is obviously
Christ-like.

Can you help APWM (Vic.) help the Church grow?
3 appeals have been launched for books and funds for the
• Theological Resource Centre
• Mulanje Mission School
• Rev. Colin M’Bawa
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Details available from The Convener, APWM Vic.
pjburns@dodo.net.au (03) 5561 7899

