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editorial
H

as the Law been superseded by the Gospel? Do the
Law and Gospel belong to two entirely different dispensations? What does it mean that Christians are
under grace and not law? Is there any continuity between the
Law and what Christ expects of us in the Gospel? What place
do the Ten Commandments have in the Christian life?
All these questions have particular relevance to
Presbyterians because the Ten Commandments have traditionally played a major role in Reformation and Presbyterian
creeds. Several catechisms in particular, the Westminster
Shorter Catechism and the Heidelberg Catechism, each contain a significant section on the Ten Commandments. In
Presbyterian theology the Ten Commandments, as the
embodiment of God’s moral law, serve to remind us of God’s
unflinching requirements upon sinners as well as prescribing
the behavioural path for the redeemed children of God.
However, while the Ten Commandments may have been
regarded by our forebears as essential for awakening sleepy
consciences to God’s righteous demands, in the 20th century
church we find a marked hesitancy to affirm the binding
nature of the Commandments.
Since the 1960s in Australia the Ten Commandments have
become the Ten Suggestions. As Geoffrey Blainey, the noted
Australian historian has said, the decade of the ‘60s was an era
“in which every trusted idea was challengeable in the new
mood of liberation”.
We are now living in a new psychological climate in which
the weight of moral gravity is no longer evident. People’s
rights trump responsibilities, decadence has become epidemic, chaos is rampant in people’s speech and manners, and
business integrity has slipped to an all-time low.
It is therefore opportune to consider afresh the purpose
and place of God’s moral law in the Christian life. In this issue
of Australian Presbyterian we feature a special interview with
Dr Tom Schreiner on the status of God’s moral law under the
New Covenant. In particular, we explore whether the Spirit’s
coming to indwell the believer has relaxed the force of God’s
commandments in any way, and to what extent God’s moral
exhortations provide guidance for Christians in their struggle to do the will of God.
Peter Hastie ap
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Spirited defence
The Spirit takes the Law into his own hands.

r Tom Schreiner is Professor of
New Testament and Associate
Dean of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville,
Kentucky, which is the flagship seminary
of the Southern Baptist Convention in the
USA. Dr Schreiner joined the Southern
Seminary faculty in 1997 after serving 11
years on the faculty at Bethel Theological
Seminary. He also taught New Testament
at Azusa Pacific University.
Dr Schreiner, a Pauline scholar,
obtained his PhD in New Testament studies at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, California. He is the author or
editor of the following books: Romans in
the Baker Exegetical Commentary on the
New Testament; Interpreting the Pauline
Letters; The Law and Its Fulfillment: A
Pauline Theology of Law; The Grace of
God, The Bondage of the Will (a two-volume set which he co-edited with Bruce A.
Ware); Women in the Church: A Fresh
Analysis of 1 Timothy 2:9-15; The Race Set
Before Us: A Biblical Theology of
Perseverance and Assurance; and Paul
Apostle of God’s Glory in Christ: A Pauline

D

Tom Schreiner
talks to

Peter Hastie
Theology; 1, 2 Peter and Jude, in the New
American Commentary series.

Some Christians believe that we no
longer need the law to direct us since
the coming of the Holy Spirit. They
say that the Spirit is now our inner
guide. Are they right?
My short answer is “No”. I don’t think
the Scriptures teach that the Spirit guides
and directs us, per se. I think it would be
more accurate to say that the Spirit guides
and directs us through his word. The
promise of the new covenant, according to
Ezekiel, sees the Spirit working so that we
keep the law. In Ezekiel 36:27 God says: “I
will put my Spirit in you and move you to
follow my decrees and be careful to keep
my laws.”
Unfortunately, there is a lot of loose
and mystical thinking about the Spirit’s
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work in popular Christian thought.
Essentially, the mystical idea is that the
Spirit guides us apart from the written
word of God. However, this view is neither supported in Old Testament
prophecy nor in New Testament experience. For instance, Paul writes: “Be very
careful, then, how you live ... not as unwise
but as wise ... be filled with the Spirit.
Speak to one another with psalms and
hymns ... let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly”(Eph. 5:15, 18; Col. 3:16). I
think it’s important to realise that Paul
correlates the ideas of “being filled with
the Spirit” with the “word of Christ
dwelling richly in you”. Of course, both
passages continue with being thankful,
singing spiritual songs, and then having
proper relationships between husbands
and wives, parents and children, masters
and slaves. But the Spirit always works in
conjunction with the Word.

There’s a lot of confusion about the
function of law in the Christian’s life.
Paul seems to insist that the works of
the law have no place in the Christian

life, yet says he delights in the law. Is
there some sort of contradiction
here?
There’s no major problem here. When
Paul refers to “the works of the law” he
means the works required by the Mosaic
law. And whenever he speaks negatively of
“the works of law”, he makes it clear that
it’s impossible to be justified or to receive
God’s Spirit by doing these works, that is,
by “observing the law”. He is at pains to
make this point in Romans 3:20, 28 and
Galatians 2:16, 3:2, 5 and 10. In each of
these instances, Paul is saying that we cannot be justified before God or receive the
Spirit by obedience to the law because
then we would have to obey the law completely, totally and flawlessly.
Incidentally, this isn’t Paul’s idea alone.
The Old Testament itself makes it very
clear that everyone has fallen short of
God’s standards and that we are all under
the power of sin. So, when Paul speaks of
the law negatively, he does so to remind his
readers that the law is not a way of earning,
meriting or gaining justification.
However, when Paul thinks of the
moral standards and holiness of the law, he
embraces the law because it represents
God’s will, which is holy, righteous and
good. So in that sense, when Paul refers to
the law in Romans 7:12-16 as something
spiritual, holy and good, he rejoices and
delights in it. This is only logical because
what the law requires is not evil, but good
and beautiful.

Paul says we are no longer under law,
but under grace. Some Christians
interpret this to mean that we no
longer need the law as a moral guide.
Is that what Paul means?
We need to be very careful when we are
talking about this subject. I think Paul
makes it clear that the Mosaic covenant
has passed away. In this sense we are no
longer under the Mosaic Law. I think that’s
a reasonable inference to draw from Paul’s
statements about the Christian’s relationship to the law in Romans 6.14 and 15, 2
Corinthians 3 and Galatians 3. The law was
part of the old era of salvation history. And
that era of salvation history has ended with
the coming of Christ. So when Paul says
we are not under the law, he is thinking in
terms of salvation history. The law was
there to prepare us for the coming of
Christ. Now that he has come, we are no
longer under the old covenant. And when
Paul says we are under grace, he means that
the new era of redemptive history, the new
covenant, has arrived.
But here is where many people take a

wrong turn. They think that since Christ
has given the Holy Spirit, it’s all right to
dispense with moral norms, exhortations
and commands. They somehow think that
God’s moral demands, which were
expressed in the law, are irrelevant in the
age of the Spirit.
However, I don’t think that Paul is suggesting that in Romans 6:14,15. When we
say we are no longer “under law”, I think
what Paul means is that we are not under
the Mosaic covenant. I believe this is also
what he meant in Galatians 3 and 4. We are
no longer in the old dispensation of
redemptive history. For Paul, to be under
the old covenant dispensation is the equivalent to being under sin. And this is not
because the commands were bad. It’s just
that people couldn’t keep the prescriptions
of the Mosaic
covenant. In that
sense they were
under law. So he is What the law
not criticising the
requires is not
content of the law
at all. But when he evil, but good
looks at the old and beautiful.
covenant as a
whole, he realises
that it doesn’t provide the ability to
do what God wants. And this explains the
need for a new covenant where the law is
written in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

Some say that following God’s law
stifles the life of the Spirit. What do
you say?
This is an important question. Of
course, the classic case in which we can test
this proposition is the church in
Thessalonica. In Paul’s first letter to the
Thessalonians one of the things that
strikes us immediately is that the power of
the Spirit pulsates through the letter. I
mean, even in the first chapter we learn
that “the word came with the Holy Spirit
and with power”. Then we read how these
Christians experienced “the joy of the
Holy Spirit in affliction”. So this church is
doing very well in spiritual terms. Paul is
happy with it as a Christian community.
And yet this doesn’t stop him from giving them some moral exhortations about
sexual sin. Further, he speaks of the traditions that were handed down and “the
commandments” (4:1,2). Then there’s
that fascinating new covenant reference in
4:9. It’s interesting because he says “we
don’t need to give you any commands”,
and then goes on to say, “for you have
been taught by God to love one another”.
Do you see the paradox? On the one hand

he says “we don’t need to give you any
commands” and then on the other hand he
commands them to love one another more
and more.
I think we need to realise that life in the
Spirit is an enabled life. Or perhaps I could
put it like this: the Spirit enables us to keep
God’s law or His moral norms. So there is
no polarising here between life in the Spirit
and following God’s moral will. Paul views
keeping God’s exhortations and commands as being consistent with life in the
Spirit. It is intriguing, to say the least, that
so many people think this is not so.
Personally, I believe that people have taken
this notion of not being under law and run
with it in a way that is theologically unpersuasive and irresponsible.

Why do Christians need moral guidance, even though they are indwelt by
the Holy Spirit?
That’s an important question. Of
course, we won’t need moral guidance in
heaven. We will have a glorified nature and
be perfect. So, there won’t be any need for
commands. But Christians need commands on earth because we are still living
in a sinful body. While Paul doesn’t say this
explicitly, I think it’s implicit in his first letter to Timothy where he says: “We know
that the law is good if a man uses it properly. We also know that the law is made not
for good men but for lawbreakers” (1:8,9).
I think that what Paul is saying is that the
law is necessary for us while we continue
in this earthly existence which is marred by
sin.
Obviously, God doesn’t need commands for Himself because He has a perfect nature. He just does what comes naturally. Likewise, when we are totally sanctified, we will always want to do God’s
will. However, as Christians we are actually living in two realms and find ourselves
in a battle between the Spirit and the flesh.
We are in a “now but not yet” position
because we have begun to experience the
powers of the coming age while we remain
in our sinful bodies. This battle will continue until the day of redemption.
Therefore, we need moral commands and
exhortations because they provide the necessary direction for our life in the Spirit.
As I said, we won’t need them in heaven
because our natures will be perfect; but
until then, the law, as an expression of
God’s moral will, remains a useful guide.

When we think about Paul’s comments on the law, how important is it
to understand the underlying problems that he is addressing?
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Understanding the pastoral problems
which Paul is addressing is always essential
to understanding his teaching, but this is
especially so with respect to the law.
For instance, in Galatians Paul is
responding to legalism. Therefore, he
responds to the legalistic Judaisers by
emphasising that Christians are no longer
under law but now enjoy life in the Spirit.
However, in Corinth it seems that one
of the main problems harming the church
is a kind of libertinism. So he reins in the
Corinthians more with commands. I
wouldn’t want to press that too far
because in Galatians, at the end of letter, he
gives exhortations and commands as well.
I suspect he does this so that the Galatians
won’t go to an extreme and think that life
in the Spirit gives them a freedom to do
whatever they like. Similarly, in his first letter to the Corinthians he also emphasises
that the Christian life is lived in the realm
and power of the Spirit.
However, the point that we need to
recognise is that Paul’s understanding of
law in any particular context can only be
determined when we understand the problem he is addressing. We need to remember
that when Paul writes he is addressing particular situations and spiritual problems.

If following God’s moral will is the
way for believers to walk in the Spirit,
does this mean that the law lies at the
heart of Paul’s ethic?
No, I don’t think so. For Paul, the
supreme virtue is love. And love focuses
on the affections of the heart. And the paradigm for love for Christians is Jesus
Christ. Some theologians have suggested
that love is best defined as keeping God’s
commandments but I think that’s reductionist. I am sure that love for Paul
includes keeping God’s commands, but
it’s always more than that. Love can’t be
reduced to simple law-keeping, although
we must never forget that the greatest
commandment of all is to love the Lord
with all one’s heart, mind and soul.

But doesn’t Jesus say that loving God
is the greatest of the commandments?
Yes, that’s right. But there’s a tendency
here in the States D I’m not sure about
Australia D for people to define “love”
merely as doing. So, they’ll say: “love has
nothing to do with the affections.” But I
think we can easily show that that’s wrong.
For instance, if we are jealous, we are not
loving. Now jealousy is an emotion. So, I
think we need to be careful of definitions
of love that do not include our emotional
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state or affections. We haven’t said all that
we can say about love when we say that
love consists of doing the right thing. It
may include that, but it’s more than that.
For example, you can’t be loving if you are
bitter.
So it’s interesting trying to find a satisfactory definition of love. I have met
Christians who have told me that as long
as they don’t carry out their anger, it’s
okay. But that is rather reductionist as well.
God demands a kind of affection that is
much deeper than we can attain. True love
means loving enemies; and that doesn’t
mean just treating them well. While God
doesn’t require us to take them as our closest friends, it does mean that we harbor no
hatred or resentment towards them. We
should only wish them well. Of course,
this casts you and me again and again upon
the Spirit. I can’t love people properly in
my own strength and we all fall short on
this score regularly.

Humility is a
very important
virtue for
Christians, but
the ancient
Greeks didn’t
think much
of it.
How does love relate to the fulfillment of God’s commandments in
Paul’s letters? And why is love, not
knowledge, the supreme virtue?
Love is the supreme virtue for Paul
because knowledge relates more to the
intellect and fosters pride. Take Paul’s first
letter to the Corinthians, for instance,
where he says: “Knowledge puffs up but
love builds up” (8:1). Apparently, the
stronger Christians in the congregation
were claiming that they knew more than
the others. However they weren’t showing much love. It all goes back to what we
have just discussed about the greatest
commandment of all, which is to love
God. And naturally this includes loving
one’s neighbour.
I think it’s helpful to answer this question in the light of what it will be like in
heaven. In heaven, of course, we will continue to know God. But the greatest thing
about heaven is that our love for God will
be perfect. Love will be the supreme virtue.
Our relationship with God will be central
to our life in heaven. I think we’d all agree
that knowing a person is subordinate to

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 6

loving them. That’s true for marriage. I am
always delighted by learning what a wonderful person my wife is, but loving her is
greater still.

If love is the goal of the Christian life,
why does Paul offer so many specific
moral exhortations to believers?
I think the reason is that we are very
prone to being deceived about the nature
of true love. So, we have the commands.
They are not the centre of the Christian
life; they are a little like the scaffolding that
protects the core. They are the parameters
and the boundaries. And they tell us things
like: “You can’t say you’re loving your
spouse if you’re committing adultery.”
I remember reading a book a long time
ago called Under the Mercy. In one of the
chapters the author examined the rationales people use for justifying sins like
adultery. One of the rationales went like
this: “I am in love, and since I am in love it
must be okay.” We’ve all run across this
excuse from time to time. Occasionally
you’ll hear a person say, “You know, I think
it’s fine to marry a unbeliever because over
time I will convert them.” Well, my
response is: “What about Paul’s instruction in 1 Corinthians 7.39, “Marry only in
the Lord”? There’s a command here. But
it just gets ignored.
People have come to think that the feeling of love justifies anything. It’s true in
American culture, and I suppose it’s the
same in Australia, that feelings trump
almost everything. The problem is that our
feelings can justify just about any sort of
behaviour. That’s why we have moral
norms. They show us what the truly loving
thing is. They say “No” to some feelings
because they’re not loving; they are selfish.
Moral commands provide us with an
objective standard that show us what the
truly loving thing is.
Of course, some laws are very clear. For
instance, you are not loving if you are murdering, if you are committing adultery, or
if you are yelling at people, having fits of
anger, and so on. Most of the moral norms
in the Scriptures are not that hard to figure
out. You don’t have to be a rocket scientist
to see that these things are wrong. So, I
think Paul’s moral exhortations guard us
against a kind of deception.

It has been said that doing the right
thing for the wrong motive still
makes it wrong. Would Paul agree?
Yes, absolutely. Having right motives is
fundamental for Paul. Up to his conversion he had been a Pharisee. He did the
right thing most of the time, at least in an

external sense. But when he was enlightened by the Spirit, he realised that he was
doing the right things for his own glory.
This is why, for Paul, the fundamental
sin is our failure to glorify and honour
God. We could put it another way by saying that we sin at the deepest level when
we don’t live by faith. Whatever does not
proceed from faith is sin. This means that
it’s possible to be doing the right things
externally, and still be sinning in a profound way. In fact, you can be living an
outwardly respectable life and yet be an
idolater in your heart.
One of the classic verses in the New
Testament that speaks to this point is in 1
Corinthians 13. How does the verse go?
Paul says that you can sacrifice your life
and give up your body to be burned, but if
you do not love you are nothing. Certainly
that relates to motive. We would normally
think that if someone surrendered his life
for another person then that would be
love, right? I mean the external action of
sacrifice is there. But Paul says that even
such an apparently honorable act could be
done for the wrong motive. It’s possible to
do such a noble thing for a thoroughly
unworthy motive, or at least, one that God
doesn’t approve. Sacrificing myself so that
I will be honored in the newspaper on the

following day is not a proper biblical
motive.

What does Paul mean when he says
only those who walk in the Spirit can
fulfill the law?
We are now living in the age of the new
covenant, which means that we have the
law written on our hearts (Jeremiah
31:33). When we put this promise
together with Ezekiel 36:27 we learn that
God puts His Spirit within us to empower
us to follow His commands. The law is
written on our hearts and we are given the
Spirit’s power to keep it. My old stony,
unresponsive heart is removed and I
receive a new living heart of flesh. I think
Paul speaks about this in 2 Corinthians 3.
The Spirit enables us to keep God’s law.
I should immediately add that this
doesn’t mean that we become perfect.
People always ask me that. I think we all
fall short every day. But I am speaking of a
substantial, observable, significant change.
Those are the words I like to use. The
Spirit makes a profound change in our
lives.
Paul says that we still remain sinners.
But, on the other hand, he is optimistic.
The Spirit is powerful and he gives us the
ability to do God’s will. However, the

changes that take place certainly do not
merit salvation. We need to clear about
that. The changes that occur are simply the
result of what God has done for us
through the cross and resurrection of
Christ.

Paul says that the requirements of the
law are written on Gentiles’ hearts.
Does Paul believe in natural law?
Does everyone know what’s right,
and if so, what’s distinctive about
Christian ethics?
Yes, I think he does believe in a form of
natural law. I think Romans 2.15 teaches
that. I also believe Romans 1.32 does as
well. Paul says: “Although they (the
Gentiles) know God’s righteous decree
that those who do such things deserve
death, they not only continue to do these
very things but also approve of those who
practice them.” I think it’s clear in Paul’s
mind that Gentiles are well aware of moral
norms, irrespective of whether they have
heard of the Ten Commandments. Not
only does he say they believe in the existence of moral norms, but he also says
they reveal their sin by taking a delight in
persuading others to violate those norms.
Why do people engage in this sort of corrupt behaviour? I assume because they feel
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better about themselves and their sins if
they can convince others to “join the
party”, so to speak. So, yes, I think Paul
does believe in a kind of natural law.
But to get to the next point, is there
some basic difference between Christian
ethics and natural law? Yes, there are a
number of differences, but the major one
relates to motivation. Obviously,
Christian ethics places great importance
on the enablement of the Holy Spirit to
live a God-pleasing life. There is no such
teaching associated with natural law.
I also think Christian ethics goes a lot
further than natural law in defining what is
truly righteous. For instance, take humility. Humility is a very important virtue for
Christians, but the ancient Greeks didn’t
think much of it. So I think Christian
ethics sharpens the focus on how to really
please God, while natural law simply
makes people conscious in a broad sort of
way of their sin and some basic moral principles.

What does Paul mean in Romans
1:26, 27 when he says that some sorts
of human behaviour, such as homosexuality, are contrary to human
nature?
I think he simply means that a sin like
the homosexual act is contrary to God’s
intended will for human beings. It’s completely inconsistent with God’s purposes
for the human race. He doesn’t mean that
it’s contrary to the psychological disposition of certain people. Some have read it
this way, and have therefore tried to
defend homosexuality in these terms.
They say, “Well, of course, he is only
speaking to those who by nature are heterosexual. But those who are by nature
homosexual, that is, born that way, are not
affected by this statement.”
This is a very shrewd argument. But it
falls over because this is not the way Paul
uses the term “nature”. I’ve done a considerable amount of study on Jewish tradition
on this matter – in Josephus, Philo, the
pseudepigraphical literature, as well as the
Old Testament itself. The unanimous verdict of Jewish tradition is that homosexuality is wrong. The idea that Paul would
have had a different view on this moral
issue is incredible to me. There is just no
basis for it.

Some claim that Paul is not advancing a whole scale condemnation of all
forms of homosexuality, but only
pederasty, where adult males exploit
boys. Does he?
People who read Romans 1:26, 27 as
though Paul is claiming some exceptions
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to his general condemnation of homosexuality are reading something into the text
that’s just not there. It’s eisegesis. And of
course, many such attempts have been
made. But, it’s interesting to note that the
text says “men with men”. It doesn’t say,
“men with boys”. And, of course, the
other problem with that argument is that
Paul also proscribes female homosexuality
in verse 26 too. We simply have no evidence that in female homosexuality in the
Greco-Roman world older women were
abusing younger women. It doesn’t fit
exegetically. This attempt to skew the text
to make it sound as though it’s referring to
pederasty is a classic example of reading
into the text.
What Paul does in Romans 1:26, 27 is
to make a general statement, which incidentally fits perfectly with the Old
Testament and Jewish tradition, that
homosexuality is
contrary to nature.
How wonder- It’s a violation of
creative
ful it will be to God’s
intention for the
be completely sexes.
and perpetuI don’t know
ally uninhib- how far you want
ited in doing to go with this, but
what is good. I sometimes hear
people say, “But
doesn’t Paul also
say that wearing
long hair is contrary to human nature?”
(1 Cor. 11). I admit that’s a difficult passage. However, all I want to say about it
is that Paul makes the point that males
and females are different, and that difference expresses itself culturally. I don’t
think Paul is baptizing first century culture. In the first century, women generally wore shawls or veils. Men didn’t. And
it’s still true today, despite unisex fashions, that men and women express their
differences in cultural ways. Excluding
Scotland where men can wear kilts, if I
was to put on a dress and walk around
Southern Baptist Seminary, what would
that say to people? I’m pretty sure our
President, Dr Mohler, would tell me I
wasn’t teaching here anymore. In 1
Corinthians 11, I think Paul is very concerned that males and females do not get
confused. The distinctions between the
sexes are preserved. So when homosexuals confuse sexual role they are acting
contrary to nature.

What does Paul mean when he says
that Christ has set us free from the
law and that we should not let ourselves be burdened again by a yoke of
slavery (Galatians 5:1)? Does follow-
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ing the law as a moral norm destroy
our life in the Spirit?
No, I don’t think it does if we see the
law as a guide for our sanctification as distinct from the means of our justification. I
said earlier that the Spirit guides us
through the word of God; He doesn’t act
independently of the word. Interestingly,
not everyone agrees with this. For example, in one of his last books F.F. Bruce says
that anything that limits our freedom in
the Spirit cannot be right. And he applies
that specifically to the women’s issue.
Personally, although I respect Bruce as a
great scholar, I think his reading of Paul is
a bad one at this point. If you look at the
next paragraph in Galatians (5:2-6), you
will see that Paul is specifically talking
about justification. He is not referring to
sanctification. He says if a person submits
to circumcision in order to be saved he is
cursed. He is cut off from Christ and
fallen from grace. So, if you decide to keep
the law in order to be justified you will
destroy the freedom that you have in
Christ. Law-keeping as a way of salvation
returns you to bondage and Paul is insistent that that is wrong.
But he says a few verses later (5:13,14)
that those who have the Spirit find perfect
freedom. In what? Certainly not in
“indulging the sinful nature” (5:13).
Rather, he says, they find freedom in serving others in love. So, perfect freedom
comes from doing God’s will.
This is a problem that young teenage
Christians often struggle with. They are
good kids but at times many of them think
“If I could only do what I really want, then
I’d be happy.” I’ve said to kids in this position “Listen, just think if you could do
everything you wanted, would you really
be happy? The problem is that our emotions play tricks on us. They suggest to us
that we really would be happy if we sinned
to our hearts’ content. But it’s a lie.” This
is how many young people get tricked into
thinking that the slavery of sin is freedom.
I believe that what Paul is saying to us
in Galatians 5:13-18 is that true happiness
comes through being a slave to righteousness. Perfect freedom is slavery to God’s
will. It consists in always wanting to do
what God wants. God is perfectly free, and
he can’t sin. This means that moral norms
do not inhibit freedom; instead, they are
the perfect expression of freedom. So one
thing we need is to see is the beauty and
loveliness of goodness. How wonderful it
will be to be completely and perpetually
uninhibited in doing what is good. That’s
why heaven is such a wonderful place. And
the Spirit is working in our hearts now to
ap
give us freedom to do what is good.
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Love letters
Paul shows that love is the fulfilling of the moral law.

o Christian is without law. Paul
tells believers to fulfil the law of
Christ (Gal. 6:2) and Paul himself
declares that he was not without
law in relation to God but in law in relation to Christ (1 Cor. 9:21). All
Christians are at least committed to the
law of loving others.
When some Christians claim that they
are “not under law” what they mean –
rightly – is that they are not under obligation to keep God’s moral commandments
in order to gain salvation. The joyful news
of the Gospel is that Jesus has done this
for us through his personal obedience so
that he may be our righteousness before
God for everything we need for salvation.
Is the moral law, summed up in the Ten
Commandments, then of any use to the
Christian? Those who deny this forget
the many ways the New Testament borrows from and builds on the Old
Testament. The New Testament writers
constantly quote from the Old Testament
to support what they say or choose examples from Israel to illustrate their case (e.g.
Hebrews 11). As a result they may call on
the Ten Commandments as part of their
Christian ethics. For example, Christian
children are bound to keep the sixth commandment in the Lord (Eph. 6:2-3).
Let us consider a number of biblical
and theological reasons why the Christian
is still involved with the moral law of God.
First, the moral law reflects the moral
character of God. In his great chapter on
the moral law (Romans 7) Paul quotes the
tenth commandment (You shall not
covet) and declares it holy. Then he
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Douglas
Milne
reflects on the whole moral law and calls it
holy, just and good (Rom. 7:12). The
moral law has these qualities from its
divine Author whose law it is. The old
covenant revelation of Sinai was a glorious
one because it made known the moral
glory of the Lord who gave it (2 Cor. 3:79).
Second, the
moral law is creation law. We The whole
inhabit a moral moral law,
universe because Jesus said,
God the Creator hangs on the
is a moral Being. two love
This is the basis commandof Jesus saying ments.
that not one iota
or dot will pass
from the moral
law (this is the subject under discussion)
while heaven and earth remain (Mt. 5:1718). In the same way he argues back to the
creation for his views on marriage and
divorce (Mt. 19:3-6). For this reason Paul
can claim that homosexuality is contrary
to nature and write against it as Christ’s
apostle (Rom. 1:26-27). The gospel
restores our humanity, which means that
it enables us to live in conformity with
moral standards. If what God did and said
in creation is a moral guide to Christians
on gender issues (1 Tim. 2:12-15), why

not other moral issues? The oracles
against the nations in the major prophets
of Israel are further proof of a permanent
moral order in the world that God measures us by (Isa. 13-24, Jer. 46-50, Ezek.
25-32, Amos 1-2).
Third, conscience has a place in the
Christian life, yet conscience functions in
relation to the truth and authority of
God’s moral law (Rom. 2:14-15). If this is
true for pagans, how much more for those
who belong to Jesus Christ the righteous
One! Thus Paul made a good conscience
a standard of his Christian life and urged
the same on others (Acts 24:16, Rom. 9:1,
1 Tim. 1:5, 2 Tim. 1:3). His leadership
style depended on maintaining a good
conscience (2 Cor. 4:2). How could he
say and do all this without paying attention to the moral law that instructs a good
conscience? He even warns that neglecting a good conscience will shipwreck a
person’s faith (1 Tim. 1:18-19).

F

ourth, Jesus includes the moral law in
his teaching on the kingdom of God
(Mt. 5:17D48). He even makes a person’s
greatness relative to their support for or
slackening of the practical righteousness of
the moral law (Mt. 5:19). Far from freeing
his followers from the demands of the
moral commandments Jesus intensifies
their claim on those who want to live in the
kingdom of God. Within the kingdom
righteousness means more than an external
conformity with external rules. That is the
righteousness of the Pharisees that members of God’s kingdom must exceed (Mt.
5:20). Christian righteousness is more rad-
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ical than human morality, calling for the
spiritual and imaginative practice of the
commandments of God. Jesus illustrates
what this means with six examples from
Old Testament ethics (Mt. 5:21-48).
Fifth, all Christians are theoretically
committed to love but love is meaningless
without the moral law. Paul unites the
two by saying that love is the fulfilling of
the moral law (Rom. 13:8-10, Gal. 5:14).
Love fulfils the law’s intention of giving
everyone their rights and avoiding any
wrongs being done to them. But love by
itself cannot spell out what these neighbour rights mean in particular cases.
Once we dispense with the moral law as a
guide to morals we fall into situationism,
which means deciding what is right in a
situation by the situation. This is subjective and unreliable since situations change
and so do our feelings. We need the
unchanging and objective principles of the
moral law to guide us in every situation.

J

esus certainly gave a central place to
love in his moral teachings (Mt. 22:3540) but surely not with a view to renouncing the whole moral law. The whole moral
law, he said, hangs on the two love commandments. Jesus did not mean that love
replaces law, but rather that love is essential to our keeping the law. Those who pit
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law (Old Testament) against love (New
Testament) are making a category mistake. Love is about our attitude to God
and others, law is about the ways we
express that love for God and others.
Christians show their love for God by
having no other god before Him, not
falling into idolatry, not denying the
claims of His name upon them and by
keeping His day. They show their love for
others (Christians and non-Christians
alike since the Ten Commandments are a
species of natural law) by honouring
them, not destroying their life, their marriage, their property, their reputation, or
craving their possessions
Just as meaning is conveyed in and
through the words we use, so love is
expressed through God’s moral commandments that we keep. Just as the soul
inhabits the body and coordinates its
movements, so does love empower and
shape our Christian obedience through
the commandments of the law. But just
as we would never think of words without
their meaning nor the body without the
soul so should we never imagine love
without the moral law. The two are inseparable though different. Law without love
results in coldness and often masks double standards in someone’s life; love without law encourages immoral freedom and

masks the proud spirit of a person who
imagines that he has a superior spirituality.
Sixth, the Holy Spirit has been given so
that Christians may keep God’s commandments (Rom. 8:4). In chapter eight
of Romans Paul is referring not to justification but to sanctification or the actual
practise of righteousness in the
Christian’s life. Because of the Spirit of
Christ within him, the Christian has freedom from the controlling power of sin
that leads to death. He is able to live out
the mind of the Spirit in new obedience to
God’s moral law.
Seventh, the glory of the new
covenant or the gospel is the inscribing of
God’s moral law on the hearts of believers (Jer. 31:31-34, 2 Cor. 3:2-6). The old
covenant of the law failed, not because it
did not communicate God’s will for His
people, but because it failed to change the
people’s hearts towards His will (Deut .
29:4). The new covenant of the Gospel
remedies that by means of our recreation
in Christ that leads to a new life of obedience from the heart (2 Cor. 5:17). When
Paul experiences the moral law as the law
of his mind and his inner self as a
Christian (Rom. 7:22-23) he is echoing
the terms of the new covenant in his
opposition to the sin that remains within
him and troubles him.

W

hen Paul speaks negatively about the
law he has in mind the law’s inability
to make us right with God for salvation
(Rom. 3:20; 5:20; 7:7-12, Gal. 3:19, 1 Tim.
1:9) or its inability to make us holy within
ourselves (Rom. 6:14; 7:13-25). When he
connects the law with love and faith in
Christ he affirms the law as a guide to
Christian morals and wholeness (Rom.
13:8-10, 1 Cor. 9:21, Gal. 5:13-14; 6:2-3).
The Christian still needs to be able to
recognise sin and to avoid it. If he is to do
this he needs the help of the law which
acts like a sin-detector in pointing out
attitudes, notions and actions that are
contrary to what God wants.
The Westminster Confession (chapter
19) indicates some of these uses of the
moral law in the lives of Christians by saying that it reveals the depths of sin in us,
helps us to hate and oppose sin more,
gives a clearer understanding of the debt
we owe to Christ and how great was his
obedience to God’s law, and makes us
want heaven more when we will love God
with an unsinning heart.
Rev. Dr Douglas Milne is principal of the
Presbyterian Theological College,
ap
Melbourne.
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Fulfilling the Law
God has carefully intertwined law and gospel

he problem of law in the modern
world is highlighted by the comment of Jean Paul Sartre that “values are not recognised by man but
determined by him”. Such an outlook has
led to a variety of approaches to the law,
none of them very inspiring. An actress
from the early 20th century, Mrs Patrick
Campbell, said that people can do what
they want as long as they don’t do it in the
street and frighten the horses. Something
akin to Mrs Campbell’s sentiments has
operated for quite some time as a philosophy of law and government in most
Western cultures.
We often hear claims that we should be
morally neutral. This has moved Lesslie
Newbigin to summon the muse:
Among chattering classes in Rhodes
The New Morals make rapid inroads.
At the mention of Moses
They look down their noses
And scoff at all ethical codes.
In the Church, this approach led to situation ethics whereby law was abolished
and replaced by love. All you need is love,
sang the Beatles, and this was echoed by
Joseph Fletcher who said: “Only love is a
constant; everything else is a variable.”
Paul Tillich added his prosaic chorus:
“The law of love is the ultimate law
because it is the negation of law.” More
simply, Jerry Rubin told a generation that
was all too ready to listen to him: “If it
feels good, do it.”
In fact, moral neutrality is a myth. One
does not often hear the claim that we
ought to be morally neutral over racism or
paedophilia. The result has been increasing moral chaos, so now society faces a
new enemy: a plethora of regulations as
we attempt to fill in a spiritual and moral
vacuum by means of law, law, and more
law. The result has been a breakdown in
order and a decline in freedom. As Tacitus
remarked: “The more corrupt the state,
the more numerous the laws.”

T

n the original Hebrew, the Ten
Commandments are given to us in only
173 words whereas, according to Brian
Edwards, there are almost 30,000 words in
the European Common Market’s regulations on the importation of cauliflowers.
Having departed from God’s law, the

West has entered the age of lawyers. AntiDiscrimination Boards revel in this kind
of approach. The grievance industry is
highly subsidised, and a whole host of
lawyers are able to make a killing while
pretending to be chivalrous knights acting
on behalf of weak minorities. Small wonder that Shakespeare’s Henry VI contains
the memorable, albeit less than poetic,
lines: “The first thing we do, let’s kill all
the lawyers.”
To the Christian, the matter of the law
of God may appear straightforward —
obey it and be blessed, disobey it and be
cursed (Deut. 28). However, it is more
complex than that, and it can be a bit
bewildering to the Christian. In the book
of Romans, for example, Paul says that the
law does not justify anyone (3:20), it
reveals sin (3:20), yet it is upheld (3:31),
although we are not under the law but
grace (6:14). All these things are true
together! Heikki Raisainen and E. P.
Sanders respond to such statements by
claiming that Paul contradicts himself

T

o the theonomist, the Old Testament
law is simply ratified in the New
Testament. Greg Bahnsen, for example,
says that in the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew 5, “Jesus restores the original
demand of the law”. On the other hand,
the thorough-going Dispensationalist
considers that the law has no ongoing
application. In fact, the first edition of the
Scofield Bible declared that the Sermon
on the Mount belonged not to the gospel
age but to the supposed millennium to
come.
The Christian’s starting point is that
both law and gospel come from the same
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regarding the law. Pointing to a passage
like Galatians 5:13-14, James Dunn says
that Paul was trying to have his cake and
eat it, so far as the law was concerned.
Christ says that he came not to abolish
the law or the prophets but to fulfil them
(Mt. 5:17). Yet he also says that he did not
come to call the righteous but sinners
(Mark 2:17). He offended the Pharisees
by eating with tax collectors and sinners
(Luke 15:1-2), allowed himself to be
touched by a bleeding woman and then
pronounced her healed (Luke 8:43-48),
and declared that he is greater than the
temple (Mt. 12:6) and Lord of the
Sabbath (Mt. 12:8).
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God. It has become a commonplace in
modern biblical scholarship that the
threefold distinction of moral, ceremonial
and judicial law set forth in chapter XIX
of the Westminster Confession of Faith is
not valid. Michael Hill is one who claims
that the Bible does not divide the law into
moral, cultic, and civil elements. F. F.
Bruce too says that these distinctions have
to be read into Paul. In reply, it might be
said that it is difficult to see how the various strands of Scripture can be reconciled
unless something very like such a distinction is maintained.
In Romans 2:26 Paul writes: “If those
who are not circumcised keep the law’s
requirements, will they not be regarded as
though they were circumcised?” Since circumcision was a requirement of the law
(Lev. 12:3), Paul’s question only makes
sense if a distinction is made between the
moral and ceremonial law. The same can
be said for Paul’s declaration that
“Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s commands is what counts” (1 Cor. 7:19).

L

aw for the Christian is not simply the
Mosaic law (1 Cor. 9:20-21, Gal. 6:2).
Christ fulfilled the law, which effectively
abolished the cultic part of it (Heb. 5-10).
It is true that the law is unified (James 2:811), but here James is referring to the
abiding relevance of the moral law. In
short, law makes grace necessary, and
grace confirms law (Ps.40:8, 119:97, John
15:10, 1 John 2:3-5, 3:21-22, 5:3). The
great apostle of grace is not afraid to
appeal to the law of Moses (e.g. 1 Cor. 9:9,
Eph. 6:1-3). In seeking to please God in
his daily life, the Christian is armed with
more than the moral law of the Old
Testament, but he is certainly not armed
with less.
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We do not try to make the law stand on
its own, as in Immanuel Kant’s scheme of
things. Motive is as crucial as the act (Mt.
6:1, Mk 12:43-44). So too is context —
those who are going to misuse the truth
have no right to hear it (Ex. 1, Josh. 2, 1
Sam. 16:2). The Christian is purified as he
maintains his hope of seeing Christ in
glory (1 John 3:2-3). Law is vital but it is
not to be treated in isolation. We receive
Moses, as it were, through the revelation
of the grace of
Christ.
The
Bible
endorses love as
the fulfilment of
The law chains
the law (e.g. Rom.
13:8-10; Gal. 5:13- the wolf while
14), but love the gospel
requires some spe- changes him.
cific content. The
law is never separated from God’s
love but flows
from it (Deut. 33:2-3). The heart is desperately deceitful (Jer. 17:9), and the language of love can easily be used to disguise
deep-seated selfishness and immorality
(note the example of Amnon in 2 Samuel
13:1-15). Moral law remains valid. Those
who love Christ will keep his commandments (John 14:15).
The apostle Paul wrote that “we know
that the law is good if one uses it lawfully”
(1 Tim. 1:8). The 16th century Reformers
— more particularly, John Calvin — discerned three major uses of the Mosaic law.
The first is to convict the sinner of sin.
Paul declared that the law did not acquit
any sinner before God but by the law
came the knowledge of sin (Rom. 3:20).
In Paul’s own case, it was especially the
10th commandment, which forbids coveting (Rom. 7:7). The law is no man’s sav-
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iour, but it shows us that we need to be
saved. The natural man sees no need of
Christ as redeemer until the Spirit convicts him or her of sin, righteousness and
judgment (John 16:8-11). He does this
partly by revealing the full depth of God’s
holy law (cf. Mt. 5-7).
The second is to restrain evil. To use
Samuel Bolton’s graphic image, the law
chains the wolf while the gospel changes
him. The law does not make us good but
usually — albeit not always (Rom. 7:8-9)
— acts to curb our sinful instincts. We are
“kept under guard by the law” (Gal. 3:23).
If a man does not burgle my house
because of the law against stealing, that
hardly makes him a new creation in
Christ, but it does mean my house is not
burgled. Sin is not eradicated, but the
expression of it is restrained.
The third is to guide the Christian.
Love fulfils the law; it does not abolish it
(Rom. 13:8-10). As Anthony Burgess
wrote, in the vivid style that is typically
Puritan: “The tamed horse needeth a spur,
as well as the unbroken colt.”
The Christian does not rely on the law
for justification nor even for sanctification. Tolstoy in his 28th year wrote: “It is
really absurd that, after beginning to draw
up rules at 15, I should still be doing so at
30, without having adopted or applied a
single one.” The solution to lawlessness is
not necessarily more law.
Nevertheless, Dietrich Bonhoeffer put
forward the biblical view: “There can be
no preaching of the law without the
gospel, and no preaching of the gospel
without the law.” Law needs to be distinguished from grace and love, but to separate these three is to rend asunder what
God has joined.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

ap

B

I T
B H
L EE

SL TA UW D Y

Lessons on
the Road

his month we are continuing our
journey through Luke’s Gospel up
to the point where “Jesus resolutely
set out for Jerusalem”. We need to read
through the Gospel accounts often to be
reminded of what we are like, what Jesus
taught and did, and above all what it
meant for him to leave the glory and the
perfection of heaven to come and save us.
Jeremiah (17:9) said that “The heart [of
man] is deceitful above all things and
beyond cure. Who can understand it?”
Jesus can understand it — and he still
persevered with us, resolutely setting out
for Jerusalem where he knew a cross
awaited him. Isaiah (64:6) said that
“all our righteous acts are like filthy
rags (menstrual cloths)” — which means
that Jesus’ coming to earth was like
climbing down a manhole into a sewer
(cf Philippians 2:5-8).

T

Such was Jesus’ mission to save us.
He now commissions us to take this Good
News to a lost world. To do this effectively we need to identify with Jesus’
words and actions. We need to be aware
of the many pitfalls the disciples fell into
during their apprenticeship with Jesus.
May Luke, and the Holy Spirit, help us
to do these things this month.

20 daily Bible studies
in Luke 7–9
DAY 1

Great man, great faith

Bruce Christian

DAY 2

Great distress, great grace

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 1-10
THE POINT Today’s and tomorrow’s readings form a couplet. If

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 11-17
THE POINT The account of the healing of the centurion’s servant

you are inclined to think that blessing comes in proportion to the
amount of credit we have with God based on our faith & goodness
you will love the healing of the centurion’s servant. If you tend
toward the view that God’s blessing is ‘all of grace’ & what we are
counts for nothing you will be challenged today but will have to wait
a day for your view to be supported. The complete truth of what
God is telling us in his Word is often a balance between two opposites, both of which are true.
THE PARTICULARS The centurion had credit with God:
though powerful, he cared about a servant; though Roman, he cared
about God’s people; though self-sufficient, he came humbly to Jesus
to ask for help.
• The centurion’s great faith enabled him to recognise Jesus’ supreme authority over sickness; yet he didn’t make any claims on this
basis, but saw himself as unworthy to receive Jesus’ help.
• It is refreshing to see that not all the Romans were hard on the
Jews, nor were all the Jewish leaders opposed to Jesus (3-5)
TO PONDER ...AND TO PRAY Do you balance strong faith
with humility and submission?

can leave us confused. We see Christians suffering from illness and
even dying in spite of much earnest prayer and we wonder if it is
because someone, they or we or both, hasn’t had enough faith. By
contrast, the raising of the widow’s dead son reminds us that there is
another more significant factor involved — God’s grace. Without
any demonstration of faith at all, without even a request from the
woman, Jesus intervened on his own initiat-ive alone and restored
the boy to his grieving mother. God calls us to put our faith in him
without wavering, but never let us make the mistake of thinking that
answered prayer is somehow ‘earned’ by the merit of this faith. It is
not a matter of having a great faith in God, but rather of having faith
in a great God. Even the ‘mustard seed’ faith that can be mustered
by us is really the result of God’s gracious work in us anyway!
THE PARTICULARS Jesus is able even to raise the dead. This is

clear proof, as evidenced by the reaction of the crowd (16), that
he is God.
• Sovereign grace is God’s merciful intervention in spite of us!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What factors would have influenced Jesus in this act of grace?
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So why am I still in prison?

SL TA UW D Y
DAY 4

Marriage beats engagement!

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 18-23
THE POINT One of the most perplexing things we face as

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 24-30
THE POINT Jesus brought in the Kingdom of God, the climax of

Christians is the seemingly arbitrary nature of God’s providence.
John was expected to be convinced that Jesus was God’s promised
Messiah on the clear evidence that his healing ministry fulfilled the
pro-phecies of Isaiah 35:5-6 & 61:1-2. But these same prophecies included ‘releasing the prisoners’ — so why was honest John still
behind bars? John 20:29 & Hebrews 11:1 remind us that faith is
believing even if we can’t see, when the logic fails to stack up. John
was called on to exercise this faith.
THE PARTICULARS Before being thrown into prison by Herod,
John had declared quite convincingly that Jesus was the promised
Messiah (Luke 3:15-22); his own circumstances now challenged this.
• Even someone like John the Baptist experienced doubt & needed
to be reassured in the face of difficulties.
• The evidence of Jesus’ Messiahship was not just a few isolated
instances of divine power; it was extensive and comprehensive.
• We must not let the inexplicable aspects of God’s providence, the
offence of the cross, cause us to cease from trusting him. (23)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Are you struggling with some
facet of God’s providence today?

all of God’s purposes. He divided history between the promise &
its fulfilment. John the Baptist’s role was pivotal in this great event.
THE PARTICULARS Jesus himself designated John the Baptist as
the greatest of the prophets whose task was to herald the Messiah.
• Jesus validated his claim by pointing to John’s steadfastness for
truth in the face of popular opinion (24), his identification with the
poor & common people (25), and his prophetic voice (26-27); in
particular, that he was the specific fulfilment of Isaiah 40:1f.
• John in his prophetic role was rated the greatest among all his
peers because he was the absolute ‘last word’ before the age of
promise gave way to the age of fulfilment in God’s purposes.
• The age of fulfilment, the coming of the Kingdom of God, so far
exceeds the age of promise that even its lowest member is better off
than the other’s most prominent member (ie John the Baptist). •
John’s baptism was a watershed dividing those who see God’s purposes fulfilled in Jesus’ Kingdom and those who don’t.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Did Jesus imply John was
excluded from his Kingdom? What point was he making? Are you
excluded? How do you know?

DAY 5

Music falling on deaf ears

DAY 6

A lesson for Simon

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 31-35
THE POINT God reveals himself to us in many different ways,

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 7 : 36-50
THE POINT Jesus continually made it clear, by word & action, that

sometimes in a major key, sometimes in a minor key. It is not the
‘melody’ that matters, not whether he sends us joy and happiness or
whether we are challenged by his austerity, but how we respond to it.
THE PARTICULARS In his role as a prophet, John the Baptist was
given the task of calling God’s people to repentance; his message,
like to a funeral dirge, he confronted them with life’s serious side.
• In his role as Saviour, Jesus came to bring the joy of eternal life to
a desperate people without hope; his message could be liken-ed to a
joyful tune inviting them to leap up and sing and dance.
• The Jewish leaders failed to respond in the appropriate way to
either approach; they wrote John off as a demon-possessed fan-atic,
and labelled Jesus as a wanton & drunken reveller. In neither case did
they pick up the true meaning of God’s tune.
• Those who did get the tunes right, by responding to John’s baptism (29) and by recognising Jesus as their promised Messiah,
received eternal life and became children of God, thus proving the
wisdom of this line of action. (35)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY • What tune is God playing to
you now? How are you reacting?

he came into the world to save sinners. The first step in relating to
him must always be to admit our need as sinners saved by grace.
The more we will allow the Bible to expose our many sins to us as
we read it each day, the stronger will be our love for him.
THE PARTICULARS Simon’s invitation to Jesus was inspired by a
desire for social recognition, taking advantage of Jesus’ popularity
among the people; the sinful woman’s intrusion was very embarrassing. • The woman’s motivation was her love & gratitude, knowing
that Jesus would accept her as she was — and forgive her sins. • The
woman gave up her most treasured possession to show her love for
Jesus; the anointing also symbolised his Messiahship.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What is your motivation for
going to Church? ... to create a good impression with others? ... with
God? ... because it makes you feel good? ... or out of gratitude that
your many sins are forgiven? How does this affect how you listen
to the preaching? ... pray? ... sing? ... relate to the other sinners?
• Did the woman love much because she was forgiven much, or was
she forgiven because she loved much (47)? Are both true?

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

There IS some good soil!
LUKE 8 : 1-8

THE POINT The Parable of the Sower is recorded, along with the
explanat-ion both of its meaning and of why Jesus chose parables as
a teaching method, by all of the first 3 (Synoptic) Gospel writers. It
is clearly intended by Jesus to be the pattern for understand-ing all
his parables, as well as to prepare us for the stark reality that many
people will in fact reject him and his message, and why. How could
anyone fail to accept such wonderful ‘Good News’? There are at
least 3 reasons (as we will see tomorrow), but in spite of this we can
be encouraged to know that there are always some who are like the
‘good soil’. Let us not give up!
THE PARTICULARS Although ‘The Twelve’ (cf 6:12-16) were a
unique group among the followers of Jesus (called ‘The Twelve’ over
35 times in the NT), Luke notes the significant practical contribution made to Jesus’ ministry by a band of faithful, hard-working
women. He is the only Gospel writer to observe this.
• Jesus’ parables are very powerful teaching tools, using ordin-ary
events common to human experience to illustrate profound spiritual
truths. Even modern city-dwellers can see the point!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What does Jesus imply about
having ears but not hearing?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 4

DAY 8

Was Isaiah a ‘success’?

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 8 : 9-15
THE POINT On the Day of Judgement the Good News of God’s

redeeming love in Christ will be clear to all (Romans 1:20). Those
who have failed to respond to it during their earthly life and so are
condemned to eternal separation from God in hell will wonder why
they refused such a generous offer, just as those of us who are saved
wonder even now. In Jesus’ explanation of why he spoke in parables,
and in his explanation of the meaning of the Parable of the Sower,
we are given insight into these things. This is encouraging as we
labour in the work of evangelism.
THE PARTICULARS Just as Isaiah was to discover in the execution of his God-given task (Isa 6), that the same message which
brings life and hope to some will only serve to harden the hearts of
others, so it is with preaching the Gospel: a clear, simple, straightforward present-ation (as in Jesus’ parables) may well turn many away.
God’s sovereign purposes are nevertheless accomplished even in this.
• Logic & clarity alone are insufficient to make blind ears see; the
inner work of the Holy Spirit is necessary for understanding.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Which kinds of soil are more
prevalent in our society? Why? • What warnings are here for
Church members? for evangelists?

B
DAY 9
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L EE

Devotion without deviation

SL TA UW D Y
DAY 10

God with us

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 8 : 16-21
THE POINT God has given us many things he wants us to enjoy

THE PASSAGE
THE POINT

and many worthwhile and God-honouring relationships he wants us
to develop and through which he will bless us; but we must not let
any of these adversely affect our witness (16), our walk (17), our
devotional life (18), or our duty of total obedience (19-21).
THE PARTICULARS If we have been enlightened by the Gospel
(ie we are ‘good soil’) we must not be half-hearted or ashamed of it.
• There will be no place for duplicity or diffidence on the Day of
Judgement ‘when the secrets of all hearts will be revealed’; so we
should be settled now about our commitment to the Gospel.
• With enlightenment comes responsibility. The more we use our
spiritual ears carefully & well, the more understanding we will have,
and the better position we will be in to receive further understanding. Sadly, the reverse of this process is also true.
• Jesus showed by word & example that we must not let anything,
no matter how valuable or worthy it might be in its own right, stand
between us and our commitment to him. This is the real test of our
devotion, and one which is often difficult to pass.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Which of Jesus’ statements here
challenges you the most? Why?

• In the account of the storm we see the reality of both the human
& divine nature of Jesus. He is God with us, why do we doubt?
THE PARTICULARS Crossing the Sea of Galilee to the south-eastern area known as the Decapolis (consisting of 10, largely
Greek/Gentile, cities) had for the devoted Jew an element of foreboding. Jesus’ suggestion that they make the journey (22) would
not have filled the disciples with enthusiasm, and the sudden storm
would have only confirmed their fears. This was not a good idea!
• Jesus’ human nature is seen in his need for refreshment in sleep
after a hard-hitting and exhausting teaching ministry. • In spite of
what they had already seen and heard the disciples still had much to
learn about who Jesus was and the authority he had in every circumstance. The Evil One had no power to use the elements to stop him.
• Jesus, as God, has total authority over every part of Creation.
• We can, & should, have full confidence in Jesus’ power to keep us
safe in every situation — as individuals, and as his Church.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY How is your faith being tested
today? What should you do?

DAY 11

When Jesus steps ashore

DAY 12

LUKE 8 : 22-25

Reach out in faith

THE PASSAGE
LUKE 8 : 26-39
THE POINT Here we see a vivid picture of God’s direct confronta-

THE PASSAGE

tion with a world that has learnt to accommodate itself to the dictates of the prince of darkness: a local economy based on pigs God
has declared ‘unclean’; a local demon-possessed man haunting the
cemetery & integrated into folklore. Jesus challenges all this in a
way that leaves them afraid & angry. His Kingdom has come.

in proportion to our faith see the healing of the bleeding woman as
support for their position. But other Scriptures (eg see DAY 2) indicate that God acts even in the absence of faith, or (as in the case of
Paul in 2 Cor.12:7-10) that he might not act in spite of faith! The
reality is that God’s providence is all of grace & can include setbacks, as Jairus himself had to discover. Have faith!

THE PARTICULARS

• The demon-possessed man confronted Jesus the moment he put a
foot in this area dominated by Satan’s rule. He was recognised as the
Son of God and therefore as the One who had power to destroy them.
• By asking the man his name Jesus wanted him to realise that as a
creature made in God’s image he had a personality apart from the
demons who had possessed him for so long; saying his name was
‘Legion’ shows how forceful this possession had become.
• The destruction of the pigs highlights both Jesus’ power and
Satan’s uncanny ability to ‘shoot himself through the foot’.
• Subsequent Church history indicates that this man probably
became a powerful missionary among his own people.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What might be confronted if
Jesus ‘stepped ashore’ here today?

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

Don’t be afraid; just believe
LUKE 8 : 49-56

LUKE 8 : 40-48

THE POINT Christians who believe that healing is only meted out

THE PARTICULARS

• Jairus wasn’t afraid to risk his standing as a Jewish synagogue
leader to prostrate himself at Jesus’ feet for his daughter’s sake.
• Jesus took time to deal with an important individual need as it presented itself, even to the point of interrupting other plans.
• The woman’s faith & desperate circumstances drove her to act.
• The power that brought healing into the woman’s body was real; it
was not imagined or psychological, or unexplained co-incidence
(luck). Jesus felt it go out of him without seeing her.
• The woman’s faith was directly related to her healing.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Is God using something to
develop your faith/patience today?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

Your Kingdom come ...
LUKE 9 : 1-9

THE POINT

THE POINT Although Jesus continually warned people to keep

• We can all identify with the frustration Jairus would have felt when
the news came that they were just too late. If Jesus had ignored the
woman his daughter would have been saved. His instant disappointment after 12 years of joy with his daughter would have contrasted
with the woman’s instant joy after 12 years of disappointment (cf
Mark 5:26)! But Jesus anticipated Jairus’ frustration and met it with
an encouragement to hang on to his faith. He asks the same of us.
THE PARTICULARS While some people were prepared to believe
that Jesus could heal the sick, they baulked at taking the further step
to believe that he could raise the dead. Death seemed so final.
• Jesus understands, even anticipates, our weaknesses & doubts.
• Jesus calls on those who are his to look on death only as sleep.
• Among The Twelve were an Inner Three: Peter, James & John.
• Jesus’ healing ministry identified him as the promised Messiah. But
the time had not yet come for this to be spread abroad.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Are we guilty of making the
opposite mistake to the one made by Jairus’ friends? Do we trust
God for eternal salvation (raising the dead) but have difficulty trusting him to heal our wounds?

quiet about his healing power so as not to precipitate his trial and
death ahead of God’s appointed time (cf John 7:30), it was inevitable
that the news would spread anyway (cf Matthew 9:30-31). So there
were a few occasions when he actually commissioned and empowered his disciples to proclaim the Good News of the com-ing of
God’s Kingdom by word & deed. When he did it really set people
speculating about what was happening among them.
THE PARTICULARS Jesus was able to equip his disciples with the
same authority & power he had over all evil spirits, sickness.
• Jesus emphasised the urgency of their mission by telling them to
travel light & not to linger. In fact they were to dissociate themselves totally from any place that wouldn’t receive them gladly.
• This mission made such an impact that people were anticipating a
divine visitation, & even Herod was worried by the rumours. The
thought that Elijah had come was based on Malachi 4:5-6.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are we really motivated today to be urgent & forceful with the
proclamation of the Good News about Jesus & his Kingdom? What
stops us being more forthright? How can we correct this?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 5
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THE PASSAGE
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God is no man’s debtor
LUKE 9 : 10-17

SL TA UW D Y
DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

Reign check
LUKE 9 : 18-26

THE POINT By feeding 5000 men (+ women & children) with 5

THE POINT Jesus knew that as Son of Man he would one day come

loaves and 2 fish Jesus both proves that he is God and shows us
what God is like in his care & concern for our physical needs. God’s
care is also seen in Jesus’ taking the disciples on a rest retreat, and in
interrupting this to welcome the crowd and minister to them.
THE PARTICULARS Jesus saw the need for rest & recuperation.
• Although the crowd invaded Jesus’ rest time he welcomed them,
taking every opportunity to proclaim the Kingdom and to heal.
• Jesus had already overcome Satan’s temptation to make feeding
the hungry the focus of his ministry (4:3-4); he was now free to do
this after a day of proclaiming & displaying God’s Kingdom.
• Satan was right (4:3) in seeing the direct connection between
Jesus’ being the Son of God and being able to feed the hungry by
supernatural means. In this miracle we see proof of it. Trying to
explain it away by natural means misses the whole point of why
Luke — and Matthew, Mark & John — are telling us about it.
• God’s gracious provision for our needs is full & running over.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY How do you balance rest and
time-out with God with the calls on your time as God’s servant?
Does he provide all you need?

in glory (cf Daniel 7:13f). He also knew that before that he would
first have to suffer cruel & unjust rejection & death. He knew how
difficult it would be for his disciples to hold these two truths
together. Son of Man, Messiah, yes; but bitter defeat & death — not
possible. So he takes time to prepare them for what is about to happen, first by getting them to confess the only logical con-clusion of
all they’d seen & heard in spite of popular opinion, and then by challenging them with what is required of them if they are to follow him
faithfully through the hard part to glory.
THE PARTICULARS Popular opinion had to admit that Jesus was
someone special in the outworking of God’s purposes (cf Malachi
4:5). But acknowledging a carpenter’s son as Messiah was too much;
only by God’s grace (cf Matthew 16:17) Peter was enabled to see it.
• Having settled this point Jesus could now outline the incredible
path ahead: rejection & death by the leaders of God’s people!
• Following him involves walking his path — no cross, no crown. It
means handing over one’s life/ambitions/reputation to him.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Will Jesus be ashamed of you
when he comes in all his glory?

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

He chose to die
LUKE 9 : 27-36

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

Back in the mire
LUKE 9 : 37-45

THE POINT Jesus’ Transfiguration serves 2 main purposes: the 3

THE POINT To feel the full impact of this event we need to see it in

disciples are given a foretaste of his glory; we gain a deeper understanding of the cross. Because Jesus was sinless he did not have to
die like us ‘mortals’. What happened on the mountain is what Adam
would have experienced if he hadn’t eaten the fruit. Jesus could have
gone straight back to the Father at that point. His journey back
down the mountain shows that he chose to die.
THE PARTICULARS Jesus’ reference to seeing the Kingdom of
God (27) could have been to the transfiguration, the cross & resurrection, or the destruction of Jerusalem as a ‘type’ of his return.
• What the ‘inner’ 3 witnessed was not easy to convey in words;
something amazing actually happened to Jesus’ whole person.
• Moses & Elijah (representing the OT Law & Prophets) spoke to
Jesus about his ‘exodus’ to be achieved in Jerusalem (31) — a clear
link with the passover and the liberation from Egypt.
• The events clearly symbolise Jesus’ fulfilment of the whole OT.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY How does Peter’s suggestion
(33) reflect what the majority of people have tried to do with Jesus
ever since? What is wrong?

context. Jesus has just experienced one of the most significant
episodes in his earthly ministry: he has rejected the opportunity to
by-pass the cross and return to the Father as the sinless obedient
Son. Instead, he has chosen to come down from the Mount of
Transfiguration, back into man’s broken world of sin & misery. This
explains his strong words in vs 41 and helps us to under-stand something of what it meant for God to redeem/forgive us.
THE PARTICULARS A characteristic of Luke’s Gospel is his drawing attention to an ‘only’ child (38, cf 7:12, 8:42). This shows his
empathy with Jesus’ concern for individuals with special needs.
• The manifestation of demon possession was a particular re-minder
that Jesus had come to deal with man’s spiritual needs.
• Lack of faith & spiritual power is both a sign & consequence of
the perverse, sinful nature we have all inherited from Adam.
• Jesus’ authority over evil spirits left the people in no doubt that
God himself was among them, thus greatly encouraging them; but
Jesus made clear that the path to freedom was via the cross.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What have you learnt about
Jesus and about human sin today?

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

Pride that blinds
LUKE 9 : 46-50

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Those he came to save ...
LUKE 9 : 51-62

THE POINT Jesus’ comments about the disciples’ inability to cast

THE POINT As Jesus set his face resolutely towards Jerusalem for

out the evil spirit from the boy should have made them realise their
abject spiritual poverty. That it obviously didn’t is clear from two
subsequent issues: their vying for status among themselves; and their
jealousy of others who evidently (unlike them) could exorcise
demons in Jesus’ name without ‘belonging’ to him. There was much
to learn before they could be useful to Jesus.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Selfish ambition and self-promotion can have a devastating effect on Christian fellowship. They have
no place at all in God’s Kingdom and Church. We must beware.
• Little children have a special place in God’s Kingdom because they
symbolise unsophisticated, no-strings-attached trust in the one to
whom they belong. If we are to be children of our heav-enly Father
we must welcome them, and be like them in spirit.
• The rules of Jesus’ Kingdom are the inverse of human wisdom.
• Jesus’ statement in vs 50 and its complement in 11:23 are not contradictory but rather express different truths in different circumstances. Together they show there is no neutral ground.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY What helps you recognise/correct any tendency toward pride?

the last time he had to deal with three significant problems: obstinate
Samaritans who were not willing to take a last opportunity to recognise God’s Saviour because of his focus on Jerusalem (in-stead of Mt
Gerizim); power-hungry, bigotted, self-righteous disciples who
quickly recognised an opportunity for some ethnic cleansing; and
several examples of profession of nominal allegience without resolute commitment to follow no matter what. How all these things
must have stirred up his emotions as he reflected on what lay ahead.
THE PARTICULARS In spite of his concern for them, Jesus
received as little response from the Samaritans generally as he did
from the Jews.
• James & John had still failed to understand at this stage the fundamental principles on which Jesus was basing his Kingdom.
• Jesus knew the heart of man (cf John 2:24-25). He recognised
shallow lip-service and half-hearted, conditional discipleship.
• Jesus demands a combination of total, wholehearted commit-ment
and humble, caring concern for the welfare of others.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY Is anything keeping you from
following Jesus to Jerusalem?
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Across
Australia
South Yarra turns 150

S

outh Yarra Presbyterian Church,
Melbourne, marked its 150th anniversary
on the weekend of 3 and 4 July. On
Saturday nearly 100 members, adherents
and friends gathered to reflect on the history of the congregation through consideration of a beautiful memorial quilt
worked by 20 women of the church. Time
was also taken to listen to an historical
overview presented by Rev. Stuart
Bonnington. This drew from the extensive congregational history As for Me and
My House, We Will Serve the Lord, which is
being prepared. The first part, covering
1854-1904 was launched by Moderator
Peter Orchard.
On Sunday nearly 200 attended a special communion service at which
Moderator-General
Jack
Knapp
preached, followed by a congregational
lunch with a cake in the shape of the
church building. At night, the guest
preacher was Rev. Dr. Douglas Milne,
interim-moderator of South Yarra from
1981 to 1999, during which time the
charge experienced a spiritual resurrection.

Yarra outreach

Ations,
s part of its 150th anniversary celebraSouth Yarra plans to host an
Introducing God morning with Dominic
Steele, and will launch what the session
hopes wll be congregational missions. The
first of these will be to Port Augusta congregation in South Australia next month.
The church also has plans for a new car
park and church entrance.

Numurkah appointment

TRev.he Presbytery
of Benalla has appointed
Frank Savage to the Numurkah
Regional parish from 1 September. Mr
Savage has moved from the PCNSW and
most recently served at the TrundleTullamore-Tottenham charge.

From Rochester, with love

Twarded
he Rochester (Vic) charge recently for$600 to Colin M’Bawa in Malawi,
following a recent missionary focus in the
church. Rev. Chris Perona hosted lunch
barbecues for was involved in hosting a
lunch time barbecue for students at

E

W

S

Rochester Secondary College, where he is
chaplain. More than 140 students attended.

gospel, culminating in evangelistic services
on 22 August.

Glenwood grows

Mongolia-bound

A(NSW)has
new congregation in Glenwood On 1 June the Presbytery of Sydney
about 40 adults and children. licensed Mr David Burge. Mr Burge has
Launched in January, it is a church planting
project of the Blacktown East and
Western Blacktown congregations.
Glenwood is being cared for by Rev.
David Balzer (02 9679 9612) of Western
Blacktown. The new congregation is in the
Rouse Hill Development area, the fastestgrowing region in NSW. They meet at 5pm
on Sundays in Caddies Creek Public
School Hall.

Librarian resigns

Mrs Catherine Halsall has resigned as
librarian of the Presbyterian Theological
Centre, Sydney, after 15 years of dedicated
service. Donations to the PTC library in
her honour (at her request) are tax
deductible if they are over $2. A farewell
dinner for Catherine was held on 30 July.

PCV staff changes

M

rs Hilary Heron, who worked as a
book keeper for the Trusts Corporation
for more than 13 years, retired on 31 July.
On 21 June Mr John Vandenberg started
work in the office as assistant accountant.
Mr Vandenberg is actively involved in the
Wantirna Community Church which is
part of the Christian Reformed
Churches of Australia. He will assist Mr
Michael Ellison, the PCV office manager.

Creative outreach

B

allarat North (Vic) congregation held a
series of Answers in Genesis outreach
events on Sundays in May/June. The latest
in along series of outreach meals was held
by Ballarat West recently, attracting 50
people of whom nearly a third came from
a non-Christian background. The speaker
was the Rev. Phillip Burns from
Warrnambool.

been appointed by APWM as a Partner
Society Missionary to Mongolia. At the
request of the APWM the presbytery
ordained Mr Burge on 9 July and commissioned David and his wife Ashleigh for
their work in Mongolia. They left
Australia on July 28.

Mordialloc appointment

O
n 25 July the Presbytery of Flinders
commissioned Rev. Michael Wharton to
serve for three years part-time at
Mordialloc. Frankston is moving ahead,
with 25 to 30 attending worship services
under the leadership of Rev. John
Rickard, the interim-moderator.

Training elders

S

t. George’s Presbyterian Church in
Geelong (Vic) is hosting a series of elders
training events under the guidance of the
Rev. Graeme Weber. The sessions have
been opened to the other charges of the
Presbytery.

Leongatha appointment

Tappointed
he Presbytery of Gippsland recently
Rev. Geoff Spedding as
Moderator of the Leongatha HMS, Vic.
Mr Spedding (along with others) regularly
supplies the pulpit there as well as at Sale.
Prayer is asked for a long-term home for
the Bairnsdale congregation.

Glen Waverley closes

T

Chatswood mission

he ministry of the Glen WaverleyKnox (Vic) congregation concluded on 25
July. Since the start of the year RingwoodHeathmont has begun to push forward,
with eight new members being added to
the roll and two special training days held
to equip the Lord’s people to reach others
for Jesus Christ.

C

Winter camp

hatswood Presbyterian Church
(NSW) is holding an eight-day evangelistic church mission. On Sunday 15 August
services will focus on why evangelism
should take place. On Monday there will
be an evangelistic card-making night for
women. Each day there will be events to
which people can invite friends to hear the

C

aulfield-Elwood Presbyterian Church,
along with Burwood Community PC and
South Yarra PC, held a winter family
camp at Yarra Junction from 5 to 7 July.
The speaker was the home missionary at
Warburton, Tony Archer.
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Around
the World
Woman moderator

Tof Scotland
he General Assembly of the Church
elected its first woman moderator in May in Edinburgh. She is Dr
Alison Elliot, the associate director of
Edinburgh University’s Centre for
Theology and Public Issues. Dr Elliot is
not, however, the first non-minister to be
moderator. The last, George Buchanan
who was tutor to King James VI, was
moderator in the 16 century.

Growing in Grace

TGrace
he third General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of New
Zealand met at Gore in the South Island
from 8 to 10 July. The ministry of the new
church continues to grown and develop
with new congregation being planned and
the work of the Grace Theological
College in Auckland expanding.

Dissident starved

D
r Oscar Elias Biscet, one of Cuba’s
most prominent detained Christian dissidents, has urged family and friends to pray
with him amid fears he may die of starvation as prison officials have denied him
food for about three weeks.

E

W

S

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW)
and an activist internet website dedicated
to him published a letter from Dr Biscet,
which was apparently smuggled out of
prison.
“Since June 17 I haven’t had any food
brought to me, practically forcing me to
be on a hunger strike. No one has given
me an explanation for this, not even the
prison director,” he was quoted as writing.
Assist News Service

Criminalising conversion

village disputes can be resolved, without
the involvement of the police or courts of
law. This is most serious. Last September
a gathering of some 1500 Buddhist monks
called for a total ban on Christian activity.
If Sanghadhikarana were to work in conjunction with MP Wickremanayake’s anticonversion law, then Christians in Sri
Lanka would face unrestrained attacks
from these extremely militant Buddhist
monks.
Assist News Service

Chinese Christians freed
TingheaSribillLankan
government is sponsorin the Parliament banning One hundred leaders of the China
“forcible” conversion of religion, which Gospel Fellowship arrested during a leadincludes any help towards conversion.
Entitled The Act for the Protection of
Religious Freedom, it was drafted by the
Minister for Buddha Sasana (Ministry of
Buddhist
Affairs),
Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake. The word “force” as
used in the bill can mean simply to persuade someone to attend another faith’s
prayers, such as a Christian nurse encouraging a sick Buddhist patient to pray with
the hospital’s Christian chaplain. If conversion is “committed” by a group, “every
director or shareholder ... partner, member, employee or officer of that group or
company shall be guilty of an offence”.
Foreigners found guilty will be expelled
and banned. Anyone at all can initiate
court action.
Mr Wickremanayake has also said he
will create ‘Sanghadhikarana’ (informal
tribunals run by Buddhist monks) where

ership retreat in Wuhan City, China, have
been released. But they have been ordered
to return to their home towns where they
are required to stay and report to local
authorities on regular intervals. Since
many of them are evangelists, these travel
restrictions are likely to hinder their
ongoing ministry.
Voice of the Martyrs

Jailers kill woman

A

34-year-old woman was beaten to
death in jail on June 18 after being arrested
for handing out Bibles in the southwest
Chinese
province
of
Guizhou.
According to news reports, Jiang
Zongxiu was officially arrested for
“spreading rumours and inciting to disturb social order”. Later that day, police
informed her family that she had died of a
sudden illness. Relatives report that her
body was covered with bruises and blood
stains.
The incident has sparked protests in
Jiang’s hometown, as local residents
demand an investigation. This is the second report of a Christian being beaten to
death by Chinese police in the past two
months.
Voice of the Martyrs

Taliban kill cleric

Tclaiming
aliban guerrillas in Afghanistan are
to have cut the throat of a
Muslim cleric after they discovered he was
propagating
Christianity.
Taliban
spokesman Abdul Latif Hakimi phoned
Reuters on 1 July, saying they killed
Maulawi Assadullah the previous day
because they had “enough evidence and
local accounts” to prove that Assadullah
was involved in converting Muslims to
Christianity. Hakimi claimed that a number of foreign aid agencies were likewise
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 8
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involved in spreading Christianity and
would face a similar fate. “We warn them
that they face the same destiny as
Assadullah if they continue to seduce
people,” he said.
Voice of the Martyrs

Pastor offends gays, jailed

A

Swedish court has sentenced
Pentecostal pastor Ake Green to a
month in prison, after he was found
guilty of offending homosexuals in a 2003
sermon. According to a report from
Ecumenical News International, Green
had described homosexuality as “abnormal, a horrible cancerous tumour in the
body of society”.
Responding to the sentence, Soren
Andersson, the president of the Swedish
federation for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender rights (RFSL), said that religious freedom could never be used as a
reason to offend people. Sweden passed a
constitutional amendment in 2002,
including sexual orientation in a list of
groups protected against “unfavorable
speech”.
Voice of the Martyrs

50,000 Iranians convert

I

nternational Antioch Ministries says it
has won more than 50,000 Iranian
Muslims to Christ through the ministry’s
satellite TV broadcast since it first aired in
2002. Seen in “prime time” throughout
the Islamic Republic of Iran, IAM’s ICTV
(Iranian Christian TV), offers 10 hours of
programming each week, including a live,
call-in pastoral show; uplifting worship
and praise and discipleship instruction.
IAM’s ICTV is the much loved “home
church” for many within closed Muslim
countries who dare not worship openly, as
well as reaching the globally dispersed
Iranian community.
IAM founder, Pastor Hormoz
Shariat, says: “The work to evangelize in
Iran first began in 1830, by American
missionaries. By 1979, nearly 150 years
later, only 3000 evangelical Christians
lived in an Iranian population of 50 million. In just two years, we estimate more
than 50,000 Iranian Muslims have
accepted Christianity through IAM’s
satellite TV ministry. Many of these new
Christians are facing imprisonment, persecution, loss of employment and martyrdom.”
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On the
Agenda
Muslim: Israel belongs to Jews

K
haleel Mohammed, assistant professor of religious studies at San Diego State
University, California, has told Frontpage
Magazine the person most mentioned in
Islam’s holy book is Moses, the great Old
Testament prophet and leader of the
Israelites.
Professor Mohammed says the Koran
presents Moses “as God’s revolutionary”
who “leads a people despised and tormented for no other reason than that they
worshipped God, out of the land of
bondage to the Promised Holy Land”.
The professor quotes from Sura
(Koranic chapter) 5:20-21, which says
Moses declared, “O my people!
Remember the bounty of God upon you
when He bestowed prophets upon you,
and made you kings and gave you that
which had not been given to anyone
before you amongst the nations. O my
people! Enter the Holy Land which God
has written for you, and do not turn tail,
otherwise you will be losers.”
Professor Mohammed points specifically to the reference to the Holy Land as
a place God has “written” for the
Israelites, a term that conveys, in Jewish
and Islamic understandings, a “meaning
of finality, decisiveness and immutability”.
“So the simple fact is then,” he says,
“from a faith-based point of view: If God
has ‘written’ Israel for the people of
Moses, who can change this?”

The professor describes himself as a
scholar “interested in a moderate Islam,
one that is inclusive and is concerned
about all human rights”.
“My mission is to help reclaim the
beauty that once was practised in Islam, a
message not currently in fashion among
more traditional or fundamentalist
Muslims,” he told Frontpage.
Professor Mohammed said while
Muslims may argue the present state of
Israel was “not created in the most peaceful means, and that many were displaced,”
this, for him, is not the issue.
“The issue,” he says, “is that when the
Muslims entered that land in the 7th century, they were well aware of its rightful
owners, and when they failed to act
according to divine mandate (at least as
perceived by followers of all Abrahamic
faiths), they aided and abetted in a crime.
And the present situation shows the fruits
of that action — innocent Palestinians and
Israelis are being killed daily.”
He says medieval scholars, “without
any exception known to me”, interpreted
the Koran to recognise Israel as belonging
to the Jews.
According to the professor, the idea
that Israel does not belong to the Jews is a
modern one, “probably based on the MidEast rejection of European colonialism,
etc., but certainly not having anything to
do with the Koran”.
Most Muslims, he laments, do not read
the Koran for themselves and instead rely
on imams and preachers to do the reading
and interpreting for them.
This article is reprinted from the
ap
WorldNetDaily website.
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A penitent spirit
Calvinism reaches both to head and heart.

lthough true Calvinism begins in
the mind, it does not end there.
This point needs to be emphasised,
because although people who
identify themselves as Calvinists are usually strong-minded, they are not always
large-hearted. Thus it is especially important to understand that Calvinism is not a
set of doctrines but a whole way of life.
God has revealed the doctrines of grace
not simply for the instruction of our
minds but ultimately for the transformation of our lives.
Here again the prophet Isaiah is the
perfect example (Isa. 6:1-8). When he saw
the Lord high and lifted up, his own selfrighteousness was utterly destroyed and
he received true righteousness as a gift of
God’s grace. Humanly speaking, he was a
righteous man even before he entered
God’s throne room. As a prophet, he had
dedicated his life to God’s service. Yet
something was missing. There were
depths of his own depravity that he had
yet to confront, and thus he still needed a
shattering experience of having God’s
grace applied to his guilt. To put it
anachronistically, although Isaiah was a
dedicated Christian, he had not yet
become a thorough Calvinist.
Many terrifying thoughts must have
run through Isaiah’s mind when he saw
God on his holy throne. Frankly, he
thought he was a dead man, for he knew
that it was impossible for anyone to see
God and live (see Ex. 33:20). “Woe to
me!” he said, “For my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD Almighty” (Isa. 6:5,
emphasis added).

A

I

saiah also remembered what had happened to King Uzziah, who had died
earlier that same year. Uzziah had been
one of Judah’s more successful monarchs.
He was a good king, a man who “sought
God” and “did what was right in the eyes
of the Lord” (2 Chron. 26:4-5). However,
Uzziah became proud of his accomplishments, and in his pride he entered the
Holy Place to burn incense on God’s altar.
This was strictly forbidden, so the priests
tried to bar the king’s entrance. While
they argued back and forth, Uzziah was
struck with leprosy. This made him ceremonially unclean, and he was thus forced

James Montgomery Boice
& Philip Graham Ryken
to leave the temple and never return. The
king lived in seclusion until his dying day
This was the consequence of his unlawful
entrance into God’s holy sanctuary (2
Chron. 26:16-23).
With all of this somewhere in the back
of his mind, Isaiah was terrified by his
vision of God’s majesty, and understandably so. He cried, “Woe to me! ... I am
ruined!” The word “woe” is significant. In
the previous chapter, Isaiah had pronounced six woes against the people of

The more we
see of God’s
glory, the
more we
recognise our
need for His
grace.

Jerusalem, condemning them for everything from drunkenness to unethical real
estate development. However, according
to the conventions of Hebrew literature
(in which things ordinarily come in sevens), one would expect one more woe. By
pronouncing only six woes, Isaiah seemed
to have left things hanging.
Then the prophet saw the sovereign
Lord, seated in majesty, and his woe was
made complete. “Woe is me!” he cried,
pronouncing the seventh and final woe.
Isaiah knew that he was finished. There
was no way that he would ever survive this
encounter, let alone join the angels in
praising God’s holiness. All he could do
was say, “I am ruined.” In other words,
“It’s over. I am undone. I am devastated
and dismantled. I’m all in pieces. I cease to
exist.”
What so completely overwhelmed
Isaiah was a clear view of his own depravity. This is what always happens when we
see God on His throne: by seeing Him as

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 0

He really is, we see ourselves as we really
are. The more we see of God’s glory, the
more we recognise our need for His grace.
What is particularly striking in Isaiah’s
case is the specific sin that he confessed:
foul language. He discovered that he was
a sinner in the one area of life where he
was most committed to doing God’s will.
Isaiah was a prophet, and as a prophet it
was his job to speak God’s Word. In the
course of his work, he often had occasion
to pronounce judgment against the sins of
others. Yet he had not fully understood
the depth of his own depravity, and it was
not until he saw God’s glory that he
realised that he himself was a foulmouthed sinner.

F

urthermore, Isaiah recognised that he
lived “among a people of unclean lips”
(Isa. 6:5). In other words, he had a heightened sensitivity to the depravity of his
entire generation. This is the very opposite of the kind of worldliness that now
plagues the evangelical church. Rather
than going with the crowd, and bowing to
the pressure of public opinion, Isaiah
realised that his contemporaries were in
violation of God’s holiness.
This realisation was necessary for him
to fulfill his calling as a prophet. However,
it also had the danger of tempting him to
become proud of his own spiritual accomplishments. What preserved him was his
unforgettable encounter with God’s transcendent glory, which produced a forthright confession of his own personal sin.
Subsequently, when Isaiah confronted the
sins of others, he did so in a spirit of humble contrition.
A penitent spirit is one of the hallmarks of Calvinism. The true Calvinist is
the man or woman who wakes up in the
morning saying, “God, have mercy on me,
a sinner” (Luke 18:13). This daily confession brings with it a healthy mistrust of
one’s own capacity for godliness and a
corresponding dependence on God for
his grace. It also enables a Christian to
promote God’s holiness with all humility
and gentleness.
From James Montgomery Boice and Philip
G Ryken, The Doctrines of Grace
ap
(Cornerstone Books, 2002).
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Canada’s thought police
When political correctness is the secular religion, religious freedom cannot survive.

n April 28, the Canadian Senate
passed bill C-250 by a vote of 59
to 11. In passing this legislation,
the Canadian Parliament added
“sexual orientation” to the nation’s laws
criminalising “hate speech”. The result is
that the Bible may now be considered a
form of criminalised hate literature, and
Christians who teach that homosexuality
is sinful may face criminal charges.
By adding sexual orientation to the list
of protected classes, the Canadian
Parliament has not only shut down free
speech; it has opened a legal can of worms
that will be most difficult to handle. Since
“sexual orientation” is undefined in the
law, lesbians and homosexual men are
unlikely to be the only persons demanding coverage under the law. As the statute
now stands, criticism of paedophilia or
polygamy — or any sexual act or relationship for that matter — could well be cause
for criminal action.
The Senate’s passage of this bill represents an immediate threat to free speech
and Christian conviction in the nation of
Canada. Editorial opinion in Canadian
newspapers has been mixed, but the threat
to religious liberty is immediately clear
when one listens to the arguments made
by C-250’s proponents.

O

W

riting in The Toronto Star, Carol
Lowes explained that C-250 is necessary because “some Christian charities,
priests and pastors attempt to convince
people of their wrongs and cultivate guilt
or shame about perceived sins in their target audiences”. The obvious implication
of Ms. Lowes’ argument is that pastors
must never tell anyone that they are sinners.
So, preachers in Canada have now been
warned that their interpretation of the
Bible could now become a matter of hate
speech. Hermeneutics is now translated
into a potential crime. When preachers are
told that they will “have to exercise caution in how they express their views”, religious liberty is effectively dead. This is
especially clear when comments made by
the bill’s proponents identify any criticism of homosexuality — whatever its

Albert
Mohler
motivation and form — as criminalised
hate speech.
Christian groups in Canada have
responded with understandable alarm.
“Today the Senate sounded the final death
knell in legislation that will severely limit
free speech and freedom of religion and
even freedom of the press in Canada,”
said Brian Rushfeldt, executive director of
the Canada Family
Action Coalition.
The bill Rushfeldt
deswill be used cribed C-250 as “a
to cleanse draconian piece of
many people legislation that will
of their moral criminalise people
opinions. who express an
– Canadian opinion contrary
to
homosexual
MP.
behaviour, including views based on
religion, conscience, morality, and even
medical or humanitarian concerns”.
“Given the undefined, ambiguous
wording in this severely flawed piece of
legislation, Christians and other faith
groups are worried that expressing their
religious or moral views, or even quoting
from the Bible or another religious text,
may become a criminal act,” Rushfeldt
said. Indeed, some Canadian legal experts
argue that adding “sexual behaviour” to
the hate speech legislation now makes it a
crime to teach that sex outside of marriage
— whatever its form — is wrong.
Anne Cools, an MP from Ontario,
described the bill as “an intent to create ...
a section which would be used to cleanse
many people of their moral opinions.”
University of Western Ontario professor
Robert Martin has described Canada as “a
totalitarian theocracy”. He went on to
argue that Canada is “ruled today by what
I would described as a secular state religion of political correctness. Anything
that is regarded as heresy or blasphemy is
not tolerated.”

Promoters of C-250 played a crude
game of doublespeak in arguing for the
legislation. Their explanations are
reducible to the claim that C-250 will
never be used to criminalise Christian
speech — except when such speech needs
to be criminalised. Some have described
Christians as “paranoid” in responding to
the bill.

T

he truly threatening character of the
Canadian legislation is further
demonstrated in the fact that police do
not have to charge persons with breaking
a law. Any Canadian citizen can file a
complaint against any other citizen,
resulting in charges. At that point, the
defendant is simply left to the dangerous
whims of the liberal judiciary and governmental human rights commissions. The
potential legal costs would alone intimidate some persons from talking about
homosexuality.
The most important part of the newlyrevised criminal code reads: “Every one
who, by communicating statements,
other than in private conversation, wilfully promotes hatred against any identifiable group is guilty of . . . an indictable
offence and is liable to imprisonment for
a term not exceeding two years.” During a
recent debate, the Canadian attorney general refused to comment on whether or
not the Bible is, in itself, hate speech. That
matter, we are now warned, will be left for
the courts to determined.
We are fooling ourselves if we believe
this threat to religious liberty will stay
within the Canadian borders. The passage
of C-250 is a warning to us all. When free
speech is denied and the preachers are told
what they can and cannot say, religious
liberty is effectively dead. It’s all over but
the funeral. Free speech and religious liberty are now effectively dead in Canada,
and recent developments should awaken
us all to the peril of political correctness
and its restrictions on freedom.
Albert Mohler, Jr. is president of The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
ap
Louisville, Kentucky
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Stretching belief
Tony Campolo promoted faith in the Oval Office

ill Clinton is the most biblically literate President to have occupied
the Oval Office, Tony Campolo
says categorically. “He studies
Scripture; he’s into the Bible. He’s a regular
church-goer; he grew up in the church. He
takes the faith very seriously, which, of
course, makes the Lewinsky scandal all the
more horrendous.”
It’s an unusual claim, but Campolo is well
placed to make it. The controversial sociologist theologian was Clinton’s spiritual
adviser throughout most of his presidency.
The job broke into two clearly defined roles:
pre and post-Monica Lewinsky (the White
House intern with whom the President had
sexual relations of a sort).
“Before the Lewinsky scandal, he would
talk about the biblical implications of various policies — such as the Middle East; the
biblical responsibility to the poor. I really
pushed him on the need to cancel Third
World debt.”
However, after the Lewinsky scandal,
the focus changed.
“We began to deal with what Jesus
expected of him in his personal life; how he
was going to let Jesus lift him out of the
morass; how he could find forgiveness, how
he could get back on track with God.”
Campolo would spend two or three
hours with Clinton just talking about the
Bible, praying, and trying to help him sort
through the pain and strife.
“I’m not going to say more than that
because he mentions it in the book and he

B

Barney
Zwartz
doesn’t say more about that.”
Clinton’s book, My Life, published last
month, hasn’t had rave reviews, but
Campolo is happy — the references to him
are all positive. (He raced out to a
Melbourne bookshop to grab a copy to see
what it said about him.)

Repentance
isn’t something
you do once
and walk away
from. A lot of
people were
hurt.
The peripatetic professor — wife Peggy
estimates he spends 80 per cent of his life on
the road — has been in Australia for a fortnight,
promoting
Opportunity
International, an Australian-based aid
organisation that Campolo believes is doing
a near-miraculous job. Of that, more later.
Campolo, whose leftish political views
have made him a controversial figure in a
country where evangelical Christians are
convinced that God is a Republican, got the
spiritual adviser’s job after a disagreement

with Clinton, then a newly elected
President. It was at a breakfast on policy to
help young people.
“I thought I was being very courageous,
but I realised he appreciated the confrontation rather than the yes people that were
there. Beyond that, we hit it off very well
and became friends almost immediately.”
President Clinton began to call, saying,
“Next time you’re in Washington, stop by
and see me”. Campolo didn’t take him seriously — “You don’t just drop by for lunch
with the President” — but Clinton kept at
it. Eventually, that’s precisely the sort of
arrangement it became, and then it became
more formal. Philadelphia-based Campolo
felt the responsibility acutely.
“I always felt when I went down to the
White House that I needed to say the things
that Jesus would say to him if he were in my
place. And to not do that was to fail. So, in
addition to the fun and the joking and the
messing around, I would have to speak out
some times.”
Did he rebuke the President?
“Of course.”
About what?
“I can’t tell you that. Obviously, he called
upon his spiritual advisers to correct him
after the Lewinsky scandal, so that required
some degree of confrontation. Repentance
isn’t something you do once and walk away
from. A lot of people were hurt; lives were
destroyed; his family was on the brink.
“The question is, does repentance translate into a course of action in which you try
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to make things right again, new again, good
again? That’s where counselling really comes in
— how do you do that?”
Campolo admires Clinton greatly. “He is
perhaps the most sophisticated intellectual that
we’ve had in the presidency. That’s a strong
statement. His encyclopedic knowledge is
almost overwhelming. No wonder he won a
Rhodes scholarship to Oxford.”
Yet, paradoxically, what Campolo admires
most is not Clinton’s intellect but his
instincts. He paid little attention to political
advisers or polls.
“He’s a genius instinctively. He says the
right thing instinctively. He tends to feel his
way to the right position instinctively.
“It’s a brilliant thing to watch.”
Campolo is equally enthusiastic about
Opportunity International, a faith-based
organisation that has created more than 2.4
million jobs for Third World women. He considers it probably the most effective micro-economic development program in the world.
“Of all the contributions Australia has
made to the world, this might be the most
interesting.”

O

pportunity International sets up trust
banks that lend $10,000 to groups of 20
women to start small businesses, then helps
with business plans and marketing. As the
loans are paid back, the money is reinvested.
“The World Bank estimates that, if
Opportunity International continues on its
present growth rate, it will have destroyed 10
per cent of world poverty by 2020. In the
Philippines, 5 per cent of the working population will be employed by OI programs within
four years.
“Stop and think about that: 5 per cent of all
people who are employed in the Philippines
will be employed because this Aussie faithbased organisation has developed a system to
make this happen.
“It’s almost miraculous. I say ‘almost’
because it’s so reasonable, so rational, so pragmatic that any thinking person will say, ‘Of
course, it will work. Why didn’t somebody
think of it before?’.”
When Henry Ford developed assembly line
production he showed a labour leader the factory. “See all those machines? They don’t pay
union dues.” The unionist replied: “No, and
they don’t buy Fords, either.”
Campolo says a $50 million Ford factory
employing 200 people in, say, Venezuela creates
jobs at $250,000 apiece. To be effective, you
have to create jobs at $200 apiece. Enter OI.
“The church has always been looking for a
way to do economic development ever since I
can remember. OI is the first organisation that
has come up with a viable means.”
Barney Zwartz is religion editor for The Age,
Melbourne, where this article first appeared. ap
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Loaded question
Asking this could make your marriage dynamite

Eva Marie
Everson
ith one question I opened
Pandora’s Box.
“What, if anything,” I asked
my husband, “could I change
about me to make you happier?”
It wasn’t that we were unhappy or
that I perceived he was unhappy. But
after nearly 25 years together, it doesn’t
take a rocket scientist to realise that
while we may adjust to certain “things”
about our spouses, we’d be happier if
those things could change.
Hubby cut a sideward glance at me.
“What?”
I smiled lovingly as I repeated the
question. Surely, I thought, this isn’t too
difficult a question to answer.
“You’re kidding me, right?”
“No,” I replied. “I’m serious.”
He thought for a few moments.
“Nothing.”
I frowned. “Are you lying?”
“Yes.”
“I’m serious. It has to be something
changeable, though. Just name one
thing—”
“Just one?” He looked at me then,
the twinkle in his eyes indicating there
are a host of things he’d like to see
changed. Ah, the truth comes out.
“One,” I affirmed.
“Okay,” he said. “I’m sick of seeing
you wear those overall shorts every day.”
My cute little overalls? I thought.
Perfect for sitting at the computer and
typing all day?
“And with what, pray tell, shall I
replace them? I’m not comfortable sitting in jeans all day,” I argued. “Surely
you don’t expect me to dress as though
I’m heading for a downtown office.”
“No. Just something besides those
overalls.”
I huffed. I loved my overalls! Still, I
had asked — and this was something
that was changeable. Suddenly I brightened. “This calls for shopping!” I
declared.
It also called for compromise. I

W

offered a simple solution:
I would wear the overall shorts while
working (I own several pairs, by the
way), but would change into something
a little more “fetching” when my husband returned home from work.
A few weeks later, I discovered an
ironic thing had taken place. Previously,
when my husband returned home from
work, he’d take a shower and slip into
something just perfect for bumming
around. But with my change came his
change; he became more attentive to his
appearance for me. Rather than putting
on some old shorts and a holey T-shirt,
he put on a sports shirt and a pair of his
dress shorts I’d pressed and hung in his
closet. We’ve become quite the fashion
statement in the privacy of our home,
reminiscent of the days when we’d
dated and were attempting to impress
each other.
And we found our marriage heading
toward a new level — a better level — a
level of mutual compromise and greater
intimacy.
And all it took was a change of
clothes!

S

everal weeks later, while dining with
some of our couple friends, my husband and I mentioned the question I’d
asked and the changes that had come
about. One couple, Ron and Dana,
looked at each other with mischief in
their eyes. “Honey,” Ron said to his
wife, “what would you like to see
changed?”
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“It has to be changeable,” I interjected,
excited to see another couple getting into
the swing of things. “It can’t be something like his mother, the color of his eyes,
or his height. Nothing like that.”
Dana thought for a moment, studying
her husband. “I wish you’d listen to what
I say from start to finish.”
“That’s fixable,” I spoke up. “Why is
that significant to you?”
“Because it says I’m important to him,”
Dana answered. “I’d feel more appreciated
and understood.”
I felt like a marriage counselor. “Ron,”
I asked, “what do you say? Can you do
that?”
“Sure,” Ron said. Now it was Ron’s
turn. At first he struggled, saying he loved
Dana so much, he couldn’t imagine anything about her he’d like to see changed.
But as soon as I turned toward the next
couple, he interrupted, “Well — sometimes I wish she wouldn’t have so many
little projects. It drives me crazy looking
at all the stacks of stuff lying around the
house.”
Dana sighed. “It’s called laundry, Ron,”
she informed him.
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We all laughed. “But is it fixable?” I
asked.
“Sure,” Dana said. “I just didn’t know
it was so important.”
Soon the other couples piped in. Some
of the answers had us nearly rolling on the
floor in amusement. One husband said he
wouldn’t mind his wife not giving him
such a list of “to do” things, to which she
replied, “But you look so lost without
something to do!” When our laughter
subsided, he added, “That’s because I’m
not sure how much time I have before
you give me something to do.”
Other requests were more poignant. “I
wish,” one wife said, “he’d follow through
on what he says so I’ll feel as though I
matter.”

W

hy ask the question? In Romans
12:18 the apostle Paul writes: “If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.”
About two years ago my lower back
began to bother me. After a visit to the
doctor, the end result was this: according
to my physician, my middle had gotten a
little fluffy (which is why I love those

overall shorts so much!). This was putting
strain on my spine, which pretty much
holds me together. (This, too, is changeable. I’m now walking three miles a day to
reduce the fluff.)
The middle of things is awfully important, and so it is with the verse in Romans.
“As far as it depends on you.” It’s so easy
to get comfortable with the “little irritations”. They’re like paper cuts. At first
they sting and we’re constantly aware of
them. Eventually, however, we manage to
continue doing whatever it is we do without noticing or even feeling the little slice
in our flesh. But the cut remains, and
infection can easily set in.
Infection isn’t good; it leads to
destruction of the body as a whole.
A friend of mine shared with me that
when she and her husband were sitting in
an airport (she was wearing her trademark
jeans and T-shirt; he was dressed more
sporty), he pointed to a well-dressed
woman and said, “Now that’s the way I’d
like to see you dress.”
My friend tells me she was floored. She
had no idea that her cute little jeans
weren’t pleasing to him. Why? Because
he’d never told her — and she’d never
thought to ask.

W

e’ve all seen the ads that read: Do
Not Try This At Home. So you may
think that about asking your spouse that
little question. You may wonder, what
would my spouse say if I asked the question, “What can I change — that’s changeable — that would make you happier?’”
My hairstyle? My choice of clothing? My
keeping the toilet seat up or my attempt
to control every free moment?
Don’t just sit there. Ask! But remember, this isn’t an invitation to throw darts.
This is an opportunity to grow more intimate as a couple, because in showing that
you care about the “little things”, you’re
telling your spouse that he or she is
important.
It’s also not a chance for you to say
what you’d like to see changed. (My husband didn’t ask me for months what he
could change, and the one thing I
requested didn’t get changed — but I can
live with that.)
This is an opportunity, a chance for
things to be better “as far as it depends on
you”.
Eva Marie Everson is a speaker and author
of such books as True Love: Engaging
Stories of Real Life Proposals and One True
Vow: Love Stories of Faith & Commitment
(both Barbour Publishing). It is reprinted
from Christianity Today International’s
ap
Marriage Partnership magazine.
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A friend in need?
God doesn’t need our help, love, and praise.

oes God need anything from us?
This question raises the underlying issue of whether or not God
has needs. If so, in what sense?
The Bible commands us to be helpers as
members of the body of Christ and to
love and to praise God. Does God need
our help, love, and praise because He is
lonely, and we are an important piece of
the puzzle for Him to be fulfilled within
Himself?
No, according to the biblical view.
Rather, God is perfect, complete, and
entirely self-existent. This view assumes
that there is no deficiency within God’s
inner being.
Paul addressed this issue on the
Areopagus in Athens in his debate with
philosophers who believed God needed
the world. Disagreeing, Paul pointed out
that God is the creator of the world and is
“not served by human hands, as though
he needed anything” (Acts 17:25). Paul
believed that God has no inner unmet
needs because He is the source of all
things. To put it in the form of a mathematical equation, one can say that God
minus the world equals God, but the
world minus God equals zero.
Theologians who believe God’s interaction with the world shapes his inner
being hotly debate this traditional view.
Trinitarian theology rejects their premise.
As Kierkegaard once remarked with irony,
it would be very embarrassing if, after having created the world, God should
become dependent upon it.
A corollary has to do with divine
grace. Grace means God extends unmerited favor to us, but if He created the
world because of an unmet need, grace
would no longer be grace because what
God does for us would be in part selfishly
motivated by a deficiency within Himself.

D

W

hy then did God create the world if
He did not need it? Did He create
out of a sense of sheer power? The biblical answer is that God was motivated by
love and not by inner need (John 3:16; 1
John 4:8). It is the nature of love to give
and to share, and creation reflects the
superabundance and overflowing nature
of God as love.
Redemption through the incarnation

Laurence W.
Wood
of God in Jesus is also a testimony to the
nature of God as love. As the writer to the
Hebrews put it, Jesus is able “to help in
the time of need” because he himself was
tempted in all points as we are (Heb. 3:1516). Not only does God suffer with us
and
infinitely
“feel” our pain,
Not only does
God also takes
delight in our suc- God suffer
cesses and rejoices with us and
“feel” our
in our happiness.
One word of pain, God also
caution about say- takes delight
ing that God suf- in our sucfers. This should
cesses and
not be confused
with the ancient happiness.
heresy
of
Patripassianism, which taught that the
Father suffered on the cross. Jesus as the
Son of God suffered on the cross, but it is
entirely appropriate to say that God suffered the loss of the Son, and it is appropriate to say that God grieves when things
go wrong for us. God identifying with our
feelings is an important truth that encourages believers.
Unlike primal nature-gods, who were
said to need various offerings in order to
appease their darker emotions, God

desires our worship not because of need
but because He is love.
The Judeo-Christian faith is the only
one whose essence is love. Because God is
love, He desires our worship. As a father
loves his children, God derives infinite joy
when we praise and worship Him. It is
not just for our sake that God wants to be
worshiped; He takes delight in our worship (Ps. 44:3; Prov. 15:8; Isa. 62:4).
God’s love transforms the whole of
reality whenever one participates in the
Trinitarian life of God. When the Holy
Spirit gives us love, we are no longer
moved by the self-centered life of our
own needs. Instead, divine love moves us
to do the will of God in accomplishing
His purposes for the world.
It is not necessary to view God’s call
for our help in doing His will, though, as
His “need” for it. God privileges us to
help in the same way that a father chooses
to allow his children to help him achieve
what he could accomplish otherwise.
We are called to work for the world’s
salvation with the triune God who
delights in our praise. There may be disagreements about the meaning of predestination and free will, but there is consensus that preaching the gospel is God’s way
of reaching the world for Christ.
Laurence W. Wood is Professor of
Systematic Theology at Asbury Theological
Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. This article is reprinted from Christianity Today.
ap
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AUGUST 2004
21 Pray for the Holy Spirit to enlighten
recipients of 50,000 booklets in 10
languages containing 5 chapter of
Acts distributed during the
Olympics, and 10,000 New
Testaments given to athletes.
22 Copmanhurst, Coutts Crossing and
Nymboida; (about 165 c.& a. (communicants and adherents), 35 y.f.
(younger folk- Sunday School and
youth) and 13 e. (elders). And the
ministry of the associated Christian
School. Ian and Narelle
Schoonwater.
23 The work among the Sudanese community in Melbourne, associated
with the Cheltenham church -David
and Chris Palmer.
24 The vacant .Concord (North
Strathfield) parish, mid-western
Sydney; and Cornerstone Chinese
Parish; the members, young folk
and elders. Choong and Lynette
Tang.
25 Warwick and Southern Downs
parish including Yangan, Qld; the
members and elders and the outreach of the new Kids‚ club at
Yangan.John Sweet.
26 Thank the Lord for the witness of
the Clunes Dunoon Bangalow
parish far northern NSW and pray
for the adjustment as it is divided
between Southern Cross, East
Lismore parish (Clunes and
Dunoon — Steve and Rosalind
Cree) and Byron Bay —
Mullumbimby (Bangalow and
Springvale — Keith and Melissa
Boulden).
27 Presbytery of Wagga Wagga, NSW; 9
parishes and 3 home mission station
totaling 35 congregations with 1700
communicants and adherents; 1 deaconess, 1 defense chaplain, 2 retired
ministers, 2 under jurisdiction;

R A Y

E

R

Bruce Gorton , Clerk
28 Campbelltown parish, south west
Sydney; with about 190 c.& a. , 50
y.f. and 5 e. Jim and Bev Elliott.
29 Barbara Brown APWM / Navigators
partner society worker from
Croydon Hills serving in
Melbourne.
30 The South Eastern Suburbs Samoan
Church, just admitted to the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
and meeting at Cranbourne.
31 The aid agency Compassion, working among some of the world‚s disadvantaged children.
September 2004
1 Elizabeth parish, northern Adelaide;
with about 30 c.& a.and 3 e as it
seeks a minister. John Campbell,
interim moderator.
2 Bowenfels parish (Lithgow area)
NSW including Mt Lambie,
Portland and Wallerewang; with
about 70 c.& a. , and 7 e. Vacant.
3 Ararat home mission station western Vic.; with about 20 c.& a. , 2 y.f.
and 3 e. Norm Sharp supplying.
4 Westlakes home mission station ,
Warnervale, NSW central coast; with
about 80 c.& a. , 40 y.f. and 4 e. Esa
and Kerryn Hukkinen, with a Mac n
Chat ministry to highschoolers.
5 Robert and Hazel Looney APWM /
WBT partner society workers representing Wycliffe Bible Translators in
Western Australia.
6 Presbytery of Gippsland, eastern
Vic.; 4 parishes and 2 home mission
station totaling 8 congregations
with 530 communicants and adherents; 1 retired minister, 1 theological
candidate; Neil Mansfield , Clerk
7 Claire Schofield APWM / Interserve
partner society worker from
Tasmania serving in Mongolia as a
physiotherapist.
8 Pray for all the staff working in the
church offices in Bribane, Sydney
and Melbourne.
9 Kerri Somerset APWM / SIM part-

10

11

12

13

14

15
16

17
18

19
20

ner society worker from West
Toowoomba serving in Nigeria.
Murray (Queanbeyan) parish near
Canberra; with about 60 c.& a. , 20
y.f. and 4 e. Andrew and Ann
McConaghy.
The new Fraser-McAuliffe PIM
patrol in the Kimberly — Pilbara
area, northern WA, being pioneered
by Henk and Henny Tiemens: and
Bert and Penny Pierce as they take
over the Shearer patrol further
south from the Harts.
St Kilda parish, Melbourne; with
about 35 c.& a. , 3 y.f. and 3 e. Bob
Thomas (incoming Moderator
General) and Alison.
The General Assembly of Ausstralia
meeting at the Chinese Church,
Surry Hills, Sydney. The Moderator,
Clerk (Dr Paul Logan), conveners,
officers and all commissioners.
Rick and Kayleen Manton APWM
partner church workers serving in
koorie outreach at MountDruitt,
western Sydney
All the business, fellowship and
decisions of the General Assembly
of Australia.
Presbytery of Wide Bay Sunshine
Coast, Qld.; 6 parishes and 2 home
mission stations totaling about 10
congregations with 740 communicants and adherents; 5 retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction; John
Tucker , Clerk
Seymour — Nagambie parish, Vic.;
with about 35 c.& a. , 7 y.f. and 2 e.
Geoff and Trish Spedding.
Taree and Lower Manning parish,
NSW north coast; with about 175
c.& a. , 15 y.f. and 15 e. Vacant:
Peter Flower Interim Moderator.
Ashburton parish, eastern
Melbourne; with about 55 c.& a. , 3
y.f. and 3 e. Peter and Toni Orchard.
Sydney South Cook Island home
mission station, Lakemba; with
about 75 c.& a. , 60 y.f. and 4 e.
Temanu and Martha Soatini.
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The Presbyterian Church in WA:
1829-1901

more liberal evangelical theology.
The chapter on the goldfields is fascinating. John MacNeil met a boy dying of
typhoid, who said that it would be mean
to come to Christ now, at the end of his
life, after the life he had lived. MacNeil
had his wits about him, and replied that it
would be meaner not to, after all that
Christ had done for him.

Stuart Bonnington, 2004
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

(Available from the author, 16 Cosgrove
St, Vermont 3133.)

It can hardly be said that the history of
the Presbyterian Church in Western

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Books
Like a Mustard Seed

Australia is a well-known story, but Stuart
Bonnington has set out to remedy that in
this attractively presented overview. The
indefatigable John Dunmore Lang conducted Presbyterian worship at King
George Sound in 1837, where he also carried out a dozen baptisms.
The first Presbyterian worship service
in Perth only came in the early 1850s with
the arrival of Rev. Daniel Boyd. Still, the
Congregational church began with a
prayer meeting on 10 September 1843
with an attendance of two – “my Lord,
and myself ” – according to Henry Trigg.
Even in 1870 there were only 24,785
Europeans in the whole of Western
Australia. It was the gold rushes of the
1890s that led to a significant increase in
the population.
Rev. David Shearer ought to be remembered for his sterling work, beginning in
1879. He wrote: “I love my work. I
delight in preaching the Gospel. It is no
task. I would not exchange with kings or
emperors. There is only one thing on
earth I like better than preaching, that is
seeing good results following.” Just
before his death in 1891, not yet 60, he
wrote: “I die in the faith I have lived to
preach. I only wish God would let me
back into the pulpit for one day more. I
could preach as I never preached before.”
With the arrival of Rev. Robert Hanlin in
1886, however, came the influence of a

O Worship the King!
St John’s
Forest Street

Bendigo
invites you to
worship when
visiting Victoria
The Lord’s Day
10:30 am
Minister: Rev Andrew M Clarke
(03) 5443 6189

Right & Wrong:

How to decide for yourself
Hugh Mackay
Hodder Headline, 2004
Reviewed by Tracy Gordon

C

tion: ‘Why are we here?’ Morality tackles
a more practical question: ‘How should
we live together?’” He believes the two
can be treated quite separately: “one is
about making sense of your very existence; the other is about how to live your
life. Religion does its work in the interior,
spiritual realm, whereas morality is an
exterior, social construct.”
Yet the Bible says that our religious
belief is intrinsically bound up in how we
live. “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17).
Knowing the sinful tendencies of my own
heart, the only hope I have of achieving
moral clarity is to anchor my life in the
Word of God. I’ll take the moral clarity I
learn from Christ any day!
Tracy Gordon is the Researcher for the Social
Issues Executive of the Diocese of Sydney.

hoices, choices and more choices. The
more decisions we have to make, the more
indecisive we seem to become.
And when it comes to making choices
of a moral nature, the complexities seem
only to multiply.
Sociologist Hugh Mackay wrote this
book in response to his research showing
that Australians are finding it increasingly
difficult to make moral decisions. He says
decreasing respect for the church means
that it is no longer seen by many as a
source of moral guidance. And nothing
seems to have filled the vacuum.
Over the past two decades we have
seen the fragmentation of local communities, the destabilising effects of increasing
divorce rates, falling fertility rates and
shrinking households. And moral choices
are more complex, he suggests: the
answers simply don’t come as easily as
they did a few decades ago.
To help us navigate through the murky
waters of moral indecision Mackay advocates entering into a state of “moral mindfulness” – where we are always tuned to
the moral implications of our behaviour.
Moral mindfulness is partly meditation,
partly introspection, partly contemplation, he says.
Mackay writes that the only purpose
for the book is “to help you achieve
greater clarity in your quest for an understanding of what’s right and wrong for
you, in your own particular circumstances”. For Mackay, “right” equals what
is “right for you”.
Reflecting on the declining role of religion, he writes: “It can be dangerous to
confuse religious faith with a moral code,
as if you can’t have one without the other.
Religion addresses the metaphysical ques-

The PWMU Centenary
Cookbook
Revised by Mairi Harman and
Susan Stenning
South Melbourne, 2004
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

‘B
efore Nigella and Jamie, before the
advent of mod-Oz cuisine-indeed, before
most Australians had heard of bok choy
or fettucine – there was the Presbyterian
Women’s Missionary Union of Victoria’s
cookbook.” So began the review of the
PWMU Centenary Cookbook in the
Melbourne Age. Not being a natural cook
myself, but having looked through this
book, I think even I could attempt some
of the recipes, I hope succesfully.
The PWMU CC makes a very acceptable gift for all sorts of reasons and fellow
ministers, I would suggest that, along with
a copy of the Bible, this cookbook would
make a very welcome gift for those couples that we have the privilege of marrying. The new edition is very attractively
presented with a wire spiral binding. The
profits are shared between the PWMU
and the UCA in Victoria.
Copies can be obtained from PWMU
Office, 156 Collins Street, Melbourne
3000 at $20 plus $4.20 postage.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au
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Mystery of sovereignty
Breaking God’s will also fulfills God’s will

ne of the most difficult, yet also
one of the most crucial, teachings
of the Bible concerns how God is
utterly sovereign in all things, yet
we human beings remain responsible for
our actions. We cannot easily see how both
these things can be true at the same time,
but the Scripture certainly teaches both.
Somehow the breaking of God’s will fulfils
God’s will. Sinners disobey God’s revealed
will (that is, His law) yet only manage to
accomplish His providential will (that is,
what actually takes place). As Calvin put
it: “Those things which are vainly or
unrighteously done by man are, rightly
and righteously, the works of God!”
For example, we know from Job 1 that
God gave Job into the hands of Satan to
do with him as he pleased, provided his
life was spared. As Job lost his children
and his livelihood, he affirmed: “The Lord
gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed
be the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21). It
would also have been correct to have said:
“The Lord gave and Satan has taken
away”, or “The Lord gave and the
Sabeans, the Chaldeans, and a terrible
windstorm have taken away”, but Job
chose to speak of ultimate issues, of that
which is true at the deepest level.

3 appeals have been launched for books and funds for the
• Theological Resource Centre
• Mulanje Mission School
• Rev. Colin M’Bawa

Testament. The apostle Paul can write that
salvation “depends not on human will or
exertion, but on God, who has mercy”
(Rom. 9:16). In short, God “has mercy on
whomever He wills, and He hardens
whomever He wills” (Rom. 9:18). Yet
none of this leads to fatalism but to activity for how can people hear the gospel
unless someone preaches it to them?
(Rom. 10:14) Similarly, in growing as a
Christian, one is to work out one’s own
salvation with fear and trembling (Phil.
2:12) in the knowledge that it is God who
works in us, both to will and to work for
His good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). We work
and God works.
As Jesus looked ahead to the cross, He
exclaimed: “For the Son of Man goes as
has been determined, but woe to that man
by whom He is betrayed!” (Luke 22:22)
On the day of Pentecost, Peter preached
that Christ had been put to death both by
the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God and by the hands of lawless men
(Acts 2:23). As Jesus was being arrested,
He told the chief priests, the temple officers and the elders that “this is your hour,
and the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53).
Yet all through John 17, Jesus speaks of
the hour as having come when God would
be glorified in the death of His Son.
Charles Simeon used to have a saying:
“The truth is not in the middle, and not in
one extreme; but in both extremes.” Clark
Pinnock objects to this approach, and says
that it is “a sleight of hand and does not
work”. Pinnock has it terribly wrong.
There is a time to understand but, when
we cannot understand fully, there is a time
simply to accept God’s revealed truth.
God works glory, even in weakness (Rom.
8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17). His sovereignty is such
that not a sparrow falls to the ground apart
from His will; and our responsibility is
such that we shall answer for our every
thought, word and deed. God is sovereign
in a moral universe, so that, in the words of
Augustine, “God could show both the
immense evil that flows from the creature’s pride and also the even greater good
that comes from His grace”.

Details available from The Convener, APWM Vic.
pjburns@dodo.net.au (03) 5561 7899

Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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e see something similar in the outworkings of human history. Assyria
attacked Israel, and in 722 BC destroyed
the city of Samaria, leading to the exile of
the 10 northern tribes. In doing so,
Assyria was acting as the rod of God’s
anger (Isa. 10:5). However, that was not
her intention, for she simply desired to

Peter
Barnes
plunder and destroy (Isa. 10:7). Hence
God would call Assyria to account for her
arrogance and violence (Isa. 10:12-19).
The Bible does not explain how this can
be so, but it is not at all afraid of speaking
of God’s sovereignty and man’s accountability, and leaving the two truths side by
side.
After the 11 brothers of Joseph had
sold him as a slave down into Egypt,
Joseph rose to become second in charge
of the kingdom after Pharaoh. With the
death of their
father Jacob, the
brothers feared
There is a time
that
Joseph,
armed with both to understand
the motive and and a time
the power to act, simply to
might wreak a ter- accept God’s
rible vengeance revealed truth.
on
them.
However, Joseph
reassured them
with the words: “As for you, you meant
evil against me, but God meant it for
good, to bring it about that many people
should be kept alive, as they are today”
(Gen. 50:20). Joseph does not minimise
the sin of his brothers, yet he sees the
whole episode as an illustration of God’s
good and sovereign will.
The story is similar in the New

MALAWI!
Can you help APWM (Vic.) help the Church grow?

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 8

