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editorial
obert Speer, a former American Presbyterian missiologist, stated in his 1910 Duff Lectures that evangelism is a top priority for the church. He said: “The last
command of Christ is not the deep and final ground
of the Church’s missionary duty. The supreme arguments…
are not found in any specific words. It is in the very being and
character of God that the deepest ground… is to be found.”
The supreme goal of evangelism is neither the welfare of
man, nor the growth and expansion of the church; it’s the
glory of God. As Paul reminds us, “For of Him, and through
Him and to Him are all things: to Him be the glory for ever
and ever” (Romans 11:36). Evangelism is driven by a passion
that God’s name will be honoured throughout the earth.
Thus it is a little surprising when Presbyterians hear
respected critics claim that the churches of the Reformation
failed to generate and sustain a dynamic of evangelism and
outreach because they had an incomplete and unbalanced theology.
Presbyterians have a reputation for taking theology seriously. And the proper study of theology leads us, as Calvin’s
Institutes show, to the knowledge of the triune God who is an
outgoing God, spending Himself in great sacrifice to accomplish our salvation, and reaching out lovingly to sinners
through the Gospel.
It should be the hallmark of Presbyterians that we are
active evangelists. Calvin was. In addition to planting
churches throughout Europe, he sponsored a mission to
Brazil in 1555. The Synod of Dordt, renowned as a bastion of
Calvinism, concerned itself seriously with world-wide evangelism by establishing a seminary in Leyden for missionary
candidates in 1622.
Reformation theology is a missionary theology which
takes evangelism seriously. Our knowledge of God leads to a
proclamation of the Gospel. As a denomination we have a
great harvest field in our churches, mission agencies, schools,
aged care facilities and other social service organizations.
Every day our ministries touch thousands of people, including nearly 8000 schoolchildren across Australia. We must
ensure that Christ is proclaimed to all.
Peter Hastie ap

R

THE AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN (ABN 81 498 399 755): The national magazine of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Editorial committee: Peter Hastie (NSW) Themes Editor;
Barney Zwartz (Victoria) Production; Stuart Bonnington (Victoria) News Editor; Tracy Gordon (NSW), World News Editor. Graphic Design: Sandra Joynt for A&J Moody Design:
www.ajmd.com.au. Advertising and subscription inquiries: Walter Bruining, PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137; Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Subscription: $35.20 a year inc. GST; bulk (etc)
$31.90 each inc. GST. Office: PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137. Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Fax: (03) 9723 9685. Email: austpres@bigpond.net.au Printed: PostScript Printing, Eltham Vic.
(03) 9431 3414. Published: Monthly except January by the National Journal Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Australia; Convener Peter Hastie. Opinions expressed are those
of the contributor and not necessarily those of the PCA, the editor or the committee. Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement. Contributions: Submitted articles are
www.ap.presbyterian.org.au
welcome. The deadline is the first of the previous month. Donations are always welcome. Print Post approved 34918100384.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 3

E

V A

N

G

E

L

I

S

M

A wordy cause
God is the first evangelist. We simply follow.

ohn Chapman, or “Chappo” as he is
affectionately known to thousands,
is an ordained Anglican minister, living in Sydney. He is one of the bestknown and most respected Christian
preachers in Australia. He has devoted
most of his adult life to Christian evangelism and is also highly regarded as a penetrating Christian thinker.

J

Those who have heard John preach
know him as a fine evangelist, an infectious humourist and a reflective teacher of
God’s Word. He has served the Anglican
Church for more than 40 years; working
as a youth director and director of
Christian education in the Armidale
Diocese and as director of the Anglican
department of evangelism. He remains in
demand as a speaker/evangelist, both in
Australia and around the world. He has
often travelled to South-East Asia, the
United Kingdom and South Africa to
conduct evangelistic and Bible-teaching
ministry.
John retired from the department of
evangelism several years ago and now
works on the staff at Sydney Missionary

John Chapman
talks to

Peter Hastie
and Bible College, Croydon, NSW. He is
the author of several books including
Know and Tell the Gospel (Matthias
Media) and A Fresh Start (Matthias
Media). In his spare time he enjoys a game
of golf. He spoke to Peter Hastie recently
at Sydney Missionary and Bible College.

John, you’ve become one of
Australia’s best known evangelists.
Did you always have a passion for
evangelism?
Some time after I was converted in
1948, I was introduced to the Anglican
youth department in Sydney. I think
Anglican clergy at that time saw their role
to be evangelists and their biggest mission
field was nominal Anglicans. Some of
them were very fine evangelists too. I
don’t think it was until some time later in
the history of Anglicanism in Sydney that
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they saw their role to be pastors of the
flock. And consequently, growing up in
that milieu, I always believed that anyone
who was in the ordained ministry ought
to be doing evangelism. The other thing I
should mention is that I was led to Christ
by the boy who sat next to me at school
and that always gave me the impression
that evangelism was to be done by everybody. So I started doing it.

Had you been a church-goer at that
stage?
Yes, but if a gospel was being preached
in my church, I didn’t pay any attention to
it. I have never been able to work out if it
was because there was no gospel, or I just
didn’t listen. But I was a stranger to
Christianity; there was no two ways about
that.

Some people would say that if the boy
who led you to Christ had only led
one person in his entire life, it was
probably one of the most significant
things he ever did. Can you recall
what he said to you?

Yes, I remember it well. At the time a
huge change had taken place in his life. We
used to cheat together in exams, and he
didn’t do that any more. That was the
mark of his discipleship. He said he
wasn’t going to cheat again and I was mystified. I said I had been a Christian for
years and years and I’d always been cheating. “What’s cheating got to do with
Christianity?” I asked. He said to me:
“You wouldn’t know a Christian if you
tripped over one in the park!” And so he
was tailor-made for me. He had the subtlety of a train traveling at 90 miles an
hour and he kept lugging me off to where
I would hear the gospel preached. He was
a highly intelligent man.

What have been some of the greatest
struggles you’ve come to terms with
as an evangelist?
I don’t know; I haven’t had a lot of
great struggles. I think the thing that
gripes me most of all, and also other pastors, is that we put in some very hard
yards in preparing to preach only to discover that Christian people have not put
in a similar effort to bring their friends to
listen. I always find that enormously disappointing. Of course, it might be the
fault of the organiser. He simply didn’t
test the waters with the people to find out
whether this event was one to which they
could bring their friends. But it’s always
disappointing, especially because people
don’t realise what a precious thing the
gospel is and how much effort is required
to preach it effectively.
Having said that, I wouldn’t want anyone to think that I’ve been disappointed
in the ministry. Far from it; I’m wildly
excited about it. I can hardly recover from
the fact that I get paid to do it. Most people only get to do it in their spare time. So
I think God has been very good to me.

gospel I proclaimed to you, this is the
gospel you received, this is the gospel you
believed, this is the gospel on which
you’ve taken your stand.” There doesn’t
seem to be a lot of room for ambiguity
here.
Now I take it that since Luke tells us
that Paul was always preaching the kingdom of God, he sees no contradiction
between the kingdom of God and the
death and resurrection of Jesus for the
forgiveness of sins. I think that what Paul
means is that we’ve got to come to terms
with the fact that in God’s world He has
placed Jesus on the throne. And we must
either respond by obedience to the king
or by rebellion. If we return in repentance
we can be forgiven because of His death
upon the cross. The gospel is meant to be
seen as the answer to the world’s rebellion
against God in Psalm 2, whereby God
establishes the rule of His Son on Zion,
His holy hill.
The options
are
simple:
either we take
God’s work is
refuge in Christ
the regenerating
and are blessed,
or we resist
work. My work
Him and are
is the proclamasmashed like
tion work. And I
broken pottery.
can trust God to
That’s
the
do His work
choice. John the
Baptist’s father,
Zechariah, picks
up this thought in Luke 1:28 and says that
Jesus will be the king who will free us
from our enemies so that we can serve

Is evangelism God’s idea or is it the
desire of church leaders to get more
numbers into the church?
Sadly, it’s sometimes the latter. I’ve
heard of many evangelistic meetings being
run in the hope that more money will
come in.
Of course, God is the first evangelist.
Paul tells us in Galatians 3:8 that God
preached the gospel to Abraham. So that
really makes God an evangelist. God
takes the initiative; He’s got to because
people wouldn’t do it by themselves. God
reveals Himself by sending Jesus – “God
was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself ”.

The Bible says, “God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son.”
Not all sinners are saved, so has God’s
plan failed?
The answer to that is always “yes” and
“no”. I know that’s ambiguous, but that’s
the way it’s presented in Scripture. You
see, you wouldn’t ask the question if it
was not ambiguous. Inasmuch as God has
allowed into His plan that which was
thoroughly opposed to His character (eg
sin), the plan of God and the character of
God do not always appear to be consistent. Let me ask you a question so you’ll
see the ambiguity: “Is it God’s will for
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Can you explain to us what evangelism is? Is there some agreed definition?
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333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Tel: 9808 9911 Fax: 9808 9933
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I think evangelism takes place when we
tell people the evangel. And I think the
evangel can be summarised in a neat, short
form as the apostles do. When Paul wishes
to summarise what he preaches, he says he
preaches Jesus Christ as Lord. And he
thinks the hearer will understand his message. For instance, he says that the gospel
he preached to the Corinthians was the
gospel of the death and resurrection of
Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, according
to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3).
We’re not left in the faintest shadow of a
doubt about that. He said “This is the

God in holiness and righteousness all the
days of our lives. It doesn’t really matter
how people come to recognise Jesus as
ruler and saviour; all that matters is that
they do. That seems to be the gospel in a
nutshell.
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Mr. Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.
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Easy access via public transport
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Judas to betray Jesus?” Well, you want to
say “yes” and “no”. But what if I clarified
it and said, “Is it a godly thing for Judas to
betray Jesus?” The answer is “No”. “Is it
in God’s plan?” The answer is “Yes”. Now,
this dichotomy is not relieved anywhere
in the Bible. It just continues all the time.
That’s why the apostles gush out two
truths in the same breath – “work at your
own salvation with fear and trembling”
“because it’s God who works and wills
His good purposes within you” (Phil.
2:12,13). Similarly, Joseph finally says to
his brothers: “You meant it for evil, but
God meant it for good to save many lives
in Egypt” (Genesis 50:20). Again, the
apostles say to those who crucified Jesus:
“You by the wicked hands of sinful men
according to the predetermined counsel
of God offered up the Son of Man” (Acts
2:23). The basic theological difficulty I
think is, “Why does God allow into His
plan that which is opposed to His character?”
I think this is a great mystery for which
there is no real explanation in the Bible.
Remember that at the end of Genesis 2
everything is hunky dory and it opens up
in chapter 3 with the serpent. Where did
he come from? We are given no explanation whatsoever. He just appears. We
know it didn’t take God by surprise and
we know it wasn’t outside of God’s plan
— it wouldn’t have happened otherwise.
But why are both good and evil included
in the plan? Because God is using good
and evil to bring His purposes to pass.
He’s using everything in the creation to
bring His purposes to pass.
The fact that God loves the world tells
us something about the character of God
and His attitude to the world. Incidentally,
it means I ought to love the world too. It
really is an astounding statement when
you think how dreadful the world is —
and I think that’s John’s point in John
3:16. It’s not just that He loved; it’s that he
loved the world. That’s the astounding
point. It’s the world in total rebellion
against Him. And just so you don’t miss
the point, he makes it even more obvious
in verse 17 and says, “God didn’t send His
Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through Him might be
saved”. So you have it positively in verse
16. Most people are so exhausted after
they preach on verse 16 that they can’t get
to 17. But verse 17 is a great verse to preach
on by itself.

Does the doctrine of God’s election
give you encouragement as an evangelist?
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Yes, I believe that results are in the
hand of the sovereign God. I think it
really helps an evangelist to keep the parable of the soils in mind. Remember, it’s
hard to distinguish some of the soils when
the seed is cast into them. For instance,
those on the rocky soil receive the word
with joy. They’re usually out to be counselled straight after the appeal before you
can say “Bob’s your uncle”. You couldn’t
fight them off with a stick.
At a crusade like a Billy Graham crusade, you often get people referred back
to you who obviously haven’t been converted. And you also get people in the
congregation who were converted but
who didn’t go out to be counselled. That’s
why, when you run a course explaining the
Gospel, you make it as wide as you possibly can because you need to pick up people who have come to Christ along the
way. I have broken the nexus in my mind
between a person coming to Christ, and
declaring publicly
that they’ve come
The idea that to Christ. I don’t
think they are one
you can have and the same
salvation action.
without
Having
said
repentance is that, I am still very
a terrible, interested in the
terrible lie. immediate results
of gospel preaching. Why? Because
I’ve got an unshakeable confidence that the gospel will
bring about the salvation of people. And
so it’s preaching the gospel that matters;
that’s what I’ve got to work at.
So, nine times out of 10, I never find
out how many people have responded.
And I certainly never ring up to ask
because I don’t have to look after them.
So what does it matter? And if I was told
35 people ticked a box and said they’d
prayed the prayer, they might be like my
mother. She prayed the sinner’s prayer
with every evangelist who ever lived —
whether they were good, bad or indifferent! My mother was apparently converted about 50 times; I think she just
lacked assurance. But she was an evangelist’s dream. She was out the front like the
flash from a gun. People walk to the front
for all sorts of reasons. Some have prayed
prayers committing their life to Christ
because their granny’s in hospital. If the
evangelist dreams that all the people
who’ve come out to the front or ticked
the box have come to Christ at that particular moment, then the day of judgment is going to be a big surprise for him.
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How does the doctrine of election
affect your preaching?
I remember once at the Australian
Evangelists Conference that I thought
that evangelists were meant to rush
around the orchard and give the trees a bit
of a shake. I believed that if the fruit was
ripe it would fall off there and then.
But if nobody has been preaching the
gospel to them before, you can shake and
shake and almost nothing happens. The
fact is that when the fruit is really ripe,
sometimes an old horse knocks it off
walking by. My experience is that when an
evangelist goes to a church where the
gospel’s been faithfully proclaimed week
in and week out, you always see people
come to Christ.
I think that often happens when I go to
a church. I preach the same gospel as their
minister, but I just put it in my own way.
I say exactly the same things in my style
and suddenly the lights go on because
they’re familiar with the message.
Conversely, I can go somewhere else
where they’ve had tripe dribbled up to
them for weeks and weeks and I hardly
make any progress. Why? Because the
concepts I’m trying to explain to them are
just too new.
I don’t want to give the impression
that I’m unconcerned about people coming to Christ. I’m not; I love it. I think it’s
brilliant beyond all belief. But I never ring
up after a service and say, “how many people ticked the box on Sunday?” That just
seems to me a statistic which is so unimportant.
I guess it’s easier now because as I look
back over my lifetime I know people
who’ve come to Christ through my
preaching. And I think that helps me to
stop looking over my shoulder to see if
it’s working. Further, the doctrine of election undergirds my confidence more than
anything else. I firmly believe that God
will call out the elect and the way He does
so is through the proclamation of the
gospel. So that’s where I’ve got to do my
part properly.
There’s a nice combination of these
two truths in 2 Corinthians 4. Paul says,
“We do not preach ourselves but Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your servants for Christ’s sake.” He also says
“And the God who said: ‘Let light shine
out of darkness’, shone the light of the
gospel into our hearts.” Here we see that
God’s work is the regenerating work. My
work is the proclamation work. And I can
trust God to do His work — He’s been
doing it for such a long time and He’s terribly good at it. And what I’ve got to do

is work at my craft so that it’s up to
scratch as well.

What should be the aim of a Godpleasing evangelist?
It should be to please God. There are
some lovely passages in Paul’s Pastoral
letters where it says “if you do this, you
will be a good minister”. One of them has
to do with aiming to win God’s approval
by rightly handling the word of God. I
think a God-pleasing evangelist ought to
be reliably preaching the gospel day in
and day out so that people say, if he or she
is speaking, that they have hit the nail on
the head. Week in and week out, they will
preach the gospel. When that happens,
and people have confidence in you, it’s a
good combination.
That’s why I always say, “If you
invited an evangelist and he did the right
thing by you, have him back again.”
When he comes back, your own people
will develop even greater confidence in
him. The more they hear him preach
they’ll be able to say “he’s great for my
brother, but I don’t think I’ll bring my
granny”. There are horses for courses. I
think the more they get to know the
evangelist and see him or her in action,
the better they can work out who to
bring.

There are many different versions of
the gospel today. In your opinion,
what are the most dangerous modern
presentations of the gospel?
I believe the most dangerous of all is
the idea that you can have salvation without repentance — it’s a terrible, terrible
lie. You can’t be right with God and leave
your life unchanged. Again, there’s the
popular error that if you become a
Christian you will experience the material
blessings of God. I think that’s a terrible
aberration too.

Have you seen that becoming more
pronounced in recent years?
Not in the circles in which I move.
Fortunately the Anglican department of
evangelism has given no quarter to that
sort of nonsense.
What I’ve tried to do in the whole of
my career is to model what can be copied
by others. One great longing I have is for
local pastors to say, “that wasn’t all that
brilliant; I think I can do that”. And I’ll
say “I know. Go and do it”. I think specialist preachers have got a responsibility
to model what everybody else can do. If
an evangelist is so clever that he can’t be
copied, it just discourages people in the

end.
I think another misguided idea that
we have to watch out for is the belief that
if we’ve been kind to people, we’ve somehow evangelised them. Don’t get me
wrong; it’s a very kind and Christian
thing to do to help out people financially
or psychologically. However, I don’t
actually believe when I’m helping an old
lady across the street with her bags that
I’ve evangelised her. Carrying a person’s
bags and sharing the gospel with them
are not one and the same thing. I think
there are lots of things that have muddied the water here. Our forefathers
were clear as a bell on this issue.
Everywhere they did missionary work,
they set up hospitals and schools. But
they never asked the question “Am I
evangelising?” They knew they weren’t;
that’s why they employed evangelists in
their hospitals and chaplains in their
schools. They didn’t confuse good works
with evangelism.

I doubt
whether there’ll
be any friendship in hell.
Friendship is a
gift from
above.
Pastors want to mobilise their congregations in evangelism. How
would you answer someone who’s
reluctant to do it and says, “Look
that’s your job, you’re the paid minister”?
I think every person ought to be ready
to share the gospel. Every person is
meant to be Christ-like. Christ is the man
who’s come to seek and to save the lost.
His heart yearns for the lost. He loves the
world. So I’d ask the person, “Do you
love the world?” How does that find
expression? You say, “But I’m kind to all
men”. Are you really kind if you don’t tell
them the gospel?
I want to be quick to say here that I
believe that some people are enormously
talented in doing it. I have a friend, Geoff
Fletcher. If you let Geoff loose, within
half an hour he’ll have talked to someone
about Christ and have organised to have
lunch with them to follow them up. And
he’s good at it. At the other end of the
spectrum, you’ll find someone who’s so
shy they can hardly speak to the cat. The
areas where they’re going to witness for

Christ are going to be vastly different.
But to suggest that evangelism is the
responsibility of only an elite company of
people is not what the Bible is saying.
There are so many things about the
gospel that make it clear that sharing it is
everyone’s responsibility — God’s plan
to save the world, God’s heart that loves
everybody, the gospel which is good news
of great joy. All those sorts of things push
me in the same direction.

How important is prayer in evangelism?
It depends what you mean. When I’m
preparing evangelistic material, I’m
always praying that it will be clear. I’m
also praying while I’m preaching that
God will open the door for the message
of the gospel into a person’s mind
because they’re blind. And I’m praying
afterwards that people will ponder on the
message. In every part of the Christian
life I’m dependent upon God and my
dependence is never more illustrated than
in prayer. This means that prayer is very
important.
However, I want to say that the gospel
remains powerful even when people’s
motives are wrong. Unless Paul has his
tongue in his cheek in Philippians he says
that some people preach the gospel out of
rivalry and envy to seek to put his nose
out of joint (that’s a loose translation).
But he said “I don’t care as long as Christ
is proclaimed.” Has he got his tongue in
his cheek or does he mean that? Is there a
power in the gospel that even the motive
of an evangelist can’t muck up? I think
there is.
We ought to be saying our prayers
whether we are doing evangelism or not.
And since evangelism’s part of being

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 5.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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godly, and saying your prayers is godly,
they both belong together.

What happens to those who reject
the gospel? Why?
What everyone needs to understand is
that you can’t be a member of the new
creation and muck it up in the way that
you have mucked up your former life. If
you don’t want to be part of God’s new
order, then you must be separated from
His people. Now, there are poetic passages which describe the fate of the lost
which make me think it’s very unpleasant,
to put it mildly. What is the meaning of
the phrase, “Their cry goes up forever and
ever”? I’m not an annihilationist. I have to
ask: “What’s the reality for which this is
the poetic description?” It seems to me
that when the judgment comes, there will
be no chance for repentance. Hell will be
a condition of terrible anguish where
judgment will bring further rebellion and
punishment ad infinitum.
On the other hand, we will continue
to grow in knowledge and obedience in
the new creation.

Some people say that hell’s going to
be one, big fancy-dress party where
you enjoy yourself with all your
friends. What do you say?
I doubt whether there’ll be any
friendship there. Friendship is a gift
from above. People may know one
another in hell, but it won’t be the blessing of friendship. We need to understand
that hell is a place where people are
excluded from the blessing of God. And
if God is not there, then everything
good will disappear too. And that
includes friendship. That should make
us very fearful. Hell’s no joking matter.
It’s described in terms of the worm
never dying, the fires never going out.
Jesus speaks about it in terms of people’s
anguished cries going up forever and
ever. The rich man in the parable of
Lazarus is constantly in torment.
Admittedly, this is metaphorical language. I’m not a literalist here. But I am
asking, “What is the reality behind this?”
Hell is a real and terrible place.

Does the same fate await those who
have never heard about Jesus Christ?
I think we should leave that in the
hands of God. Romans 1 seems to say
that if you practise idolatry, you’ve clearly
walked outside of God’s revelation. In
the apostles’ time, this included everyone
in the world. But only God knows how
positively people have reacted to His
revelation.
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The thing that really eats me up is not
the millions who haven’t heard, but the
millions who have. If you dropped into
Australia from outer space, you’d never
believe from the way we’ve responded
that we’ve received the best possible revelation God could give. So I don’t make
judgments on how others have
responded who haven’t received as good
a revelation. It’s too complex. Do you
remember how early on in the Iraq war
we had that photo of a little boy who’d
stepped on a land mine and lost all four
limbs? You say to yourself, “Who is
responsible for
that?” It’s too
complex to point
The thing that your finger. But
really eats me on the day of
up is not the judgment
it
millions who won’t be comhaven’t heard, plex at all. God
but the knows who’s at
millions who fault. But only
have. God can do the
judging. We have
to leave it in His
hands.
Can you be amongst the elect if you’ve
never heard the gospel? I think God can
do anything. If God actually preached the
gospel to Abraham, He might do it again.
But I can see how that is a special case in
salvation history, so I don’t want to generalise from it. However, I don’t think
the Bible’s motive for taking the gospel to
pagans is rooted in the fact that they are
all on their way to hell.

How important is building good
relationships with people in the
process of evangelism?
Well, if you want to be able to talk to
people meaningfully you’ve got to be in
relationship with them in some form or
other. The great trouble is that the better
friends you are with people, the less you
want to tell them the gospel because
you’re frightened they won’t be your
friends any longer. It’s easy to preach the
gospel to a bloke in the train you’re never
going to see again. You’ve got nothing to
lose. In a way, it’s hardest to witness with
your parents and your relatives who’ve
known you for such a long time.

Does it take long to share the gospel
with people? I’ve often heard people
say that it takes place only after many
different encounters.
At one stage I used to teach a course
here at Sydney Missionary and Bible
College on evangelism. Part of it involved
writing your testimony. So I knew how
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everybody in the college came to Christ.
From that course I discovered that it’s so
diverse as to defy any systematising.
People come to Christ through seeming
chance encounters and others come over
long periods of time.
One of the things I’ve noticed with
the blokes I play golf with (some are
Christians and some aren’t), is that it
really has taken me an enormous
amount of time to be able to tell them
the gospel without intruding upon them
— mainly because a golf course is not a
place where you talk a lot. They don’t
want you to chatter while you’re on the
course; it mucks up their swing. And
then, when you’re together in a small
group at drinks afterwards, it’s not
appropriate to talk to four or five of
them at the same time. Every now and
again I have had opportunities to do it,
and I can assure you it’s not for the want
of trying. You can trample all over people any time you like, but if you’ve got
to meet them again next week, it’s better
not to trample over them on the first
occasion. You can only be very up-front
with people if you plan never to meet
them again.
So I guess the answer is: sometimes
it’ll take a short time; sometimes a long
time. A friend of mine took a painting
class so he could evangelise people, but at
the end of the first term he said to me,
“They don’t want to talk, they want to
paint.” I said, “How strange! Fancy them
joining a painting class and not wanting
to talk.” I then said, “Why didn’t you join
a debating group? They are people who
want to talk.”

Do you have any suggestions about
evangelism in the workplace?
Evangelism everywhere is the same.
The first thing is this: you ought not to
use your boss’s time to read a book about
God. You ought not to use your boss’s
time to evangelise people. I shouldn’t be
wasting his time doing what I’m not paid
for.
Now, in the work place I think you
also make friends; and I think the place to
evangelise them is in your home — bring
them home, get to know them, let them
get to see your family in action. I think
that’s where you’ll have better opportunities. Lunchtime is OK as well. It’s a better place to do it. But once again, you’ve
got to cultivate friendships to do that.
Some people organise in the workplace to
do evangelism — you’ve got Christian
groups who meet together and use that
organisation. It’s a good thing to do.
ap
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Close encounters
A user’s guide to evangelism programs.

Alpha

Evangelism programs abound, many of
them excellent. In today’s religious supermarket it’s easy to be confused. Which program is best for which circumstances, and
how easy is it to use? This guide considers
the strengths and weaknesses of some of the
best from overseas and Australia.

Christianity Explained
Michael Bennett
christianity.explained@gil.com.au

Christianity Explored
Rico Tice
www.paternoster-publishing.com .

Challenge:
The Good News Paper
(08) 9453 3311 info@clf.org.au

Pmonthly
roduced in Perth, Challenge is a 14-page
(combined issue January-

P

February) evangelistic newspaper, which
seeks to communicate the gospel by testimony and well-written articles by authors
of the calibre of Andrew Landsdowne. It
also has a very good children’s section
which some congregations use as their
Sunday School material. Its circulation is
climbing to nearly 70,000 papers a month
throughout Australia. Some congregations

Tplehebible
concept of CE is so simple; six simstudies drawn from Mark’s
gospel covering who the Bible says Jesus
Christ is, then explaining his significance
for us and how we can come to know him
personally. Its great strengths are that it is
biblical, straightforward, adaptable, inexpensive, relational and appropriate in a culture where people don’t know much about
Christianity and certainly don’t like to
pray or read the Bible aloud.
It is perfect for the minister/Christian
leader in an under-resourced church,
where he has to “do” everything. On the
negative side, it does need a graphics
update, but don’t let that put you off having CE in your evangelistic resourses toolbox. Christianity Explored is essentially
based on/inspired by CE but has greatly
expanded the material and added a
day/weekend away. It is the evangelism
course of All Souls Church in London and
has many excellent features and thoughtprovoking details. However it is complex
and its talks are only available on tape/CD
not DVD/video (as far as this reviewer is
aware) which does detract from its usefulness in such a visual culture.

www.alpha.org.uk

Stuart
Bonnington

It is hard
not to be
enthusiastic
about TWTL,
…a simple
presentation
of the gospel
and Christian
world view.
get the Challenge stand and put copies in
public
places
or
shopping
centres; pioneering congregations (and
long established ones) select areas for consistent Challenge distribution and then do
various kinds of follow up. Challenge is a
very inexpensive way to present a consistently clear biblical message in a local community.

Two Ways to Live
Training Video, Leader Manual,
Participant’s Manual
www.twowaystolive.com

I

t is hard not to be enthusiastic about
TWTL, which is a simple presentation of
the gospel from what might be called the
Christian world view. Now the next generation of training resources is upon us,
and how user-friendly they are! Every
Bible study group/home group/small
group could build evangelism training easily into its yearly progam. Brilliant.

robably the best known evangelism
course today, the Alpha course has been
a modern day spiritual phenomenon. It is
being run in just about every church and
denomination (including congregations
of the Presbyterian Church of Australia)
and has been the subject of major promotional pushes country-wide. The promoters of the course say more than 2
million people all over the world have
completed the Alpha course over the last
few years, and have been profoundly
challenged by its fresh and engaging
introduction to the Christian faith. The
course has prompted millions to reexamine their beliefs about Jesus and the
meaning of life.
Not only do the producers of Alpha
praise the course, but newspapers of all
stripes such as the Daily Express (“Alpha
makes Christianity relevant to modern
life”) and the Guardian (“What Alpha
offers, and what is attracting thousands of
people, is permission, rare in secular culture, to discuss the big questions — life
and death and their meaning”) have commended it to the public.
No matter what one may think of
Alpha it is here to stay, and for that reason
alone it is worthy of serious investigation
by the thoughtful Christian. As we will
see Alpha has led to the production of a
number of alternative courses which build
on the Alpha methodology (the relational
format, the meals, the discussion groups)
while avoiding the perceived theological
weaknesses of the original course.
Alpha’s origins lie in the inquirers’ course
run by Holy Trinity Church in
Brompton, West London, which apparently is the largest Anglican congregation
in England. HTB (as it is known) first
came to the attention of the wider
Christian world as the home of the
Toronto Blessing in the UK. This charismatic influence and other problems have
caused some to raise serious questions
concerning its theological slant and general suitability.
Rev. Chris Hand, co-founder of the
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Christian Research Network, has written
a book examining Alpha called Falling
Short. Clearly committed to the
Reformed faith, Hand evaluates Alpha
against the standard of Sola Scripture and
the teachings of historic Protestant
Christianity. He says “Nothing that has
been said is intended in any way to
impugn the integrity of those who are
running courses or who have put the
course together in the first place”. This is
a highly important point to be made, for
every real Christian should be deeply
concerned to try to take the gospel to
those who are without Christ and without hope. The question is, should the
Alpha Course be used in doing this?
Having gone through Falling Short
while reading the latest edition of the
Alpha “textbook” (Questions of Life by
Nicky Gumbel, Kingsway, 2001), I believe
Hand presents a fair but absolutely devastating critique of Alpha. Falling Short
starts with a review of the Alpha story so
far. Then there are two very helpful chapters that discuss what the gospel actually
is. These chapters themselves are worth
the cost of the book. The rest is Hand’s
analysis of Alpha, concluding that “a
whole family of problems stem from the
fact that Alpha has not presented a
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Biblical portrait of God or man. It fails to
offer a meaningful gospel but has simply
set forth a loving God whom we are
invited to believe in without a proper
explanation of what He is like or what He
requires of man”.
Hand says Alpha is a form of liberalism, which shows how far postmodern
thinking has influenced many professing
evangelical Christians; that doctrinal
Christianity is at the lowest point reached
in terms of its influence in perhaps

No matter
what one may
think of Alpha
it is here to
stay, and for
that reason
alone it is
worthy of
investigation
200 years; how humanly speaking the
future of Christianity lies with “third
wave” charismatic Christianity; and how
we so quickly cast around continually for
what looks like the latest spiritual quick
fix.

So Many Questions
Simon Roberts and Tony Payne: Matthias
Media
www.matthiasmedia.com.au

Squestions
ub-titled “How to answer 17 common
about Christianity” this training DVD/video is designed to be used
with a workbook which can be bought
separately. The concept is excellent, the
questions are well chosen and on the
whole well handled, although some may
struggle (that’s me!) with the vocabulary/concepts used in some of Kirsten
Birkett’s answers. Each answer goes for
about three to four minutes. It was especially pleasing to hear John Chapman’s
excellent answer to “Do you have to go to
church to be a Christian?” Kim Kemmis
(“What does the Bible say about homosexuality?”) never appeared on my version
of the DVD and was replaced by David
Starling.

Making Friends for Life
David Thurston: Equip Publications, PO
2196 Strawberry Hills, NSW 2012
equip@pcnsw.org.au

D
avid Thurston of the PCNSW is developing a congregation in the inner urban
area of Sydney. He is a well known evangelist and Christian speaker. Making
Friends for Life has been used widely
throughout the Presbyterian Church and
beyond, and rightly so, for it is a brilliant
resource, pitched at just the right level for
congregations who want to know how
they can reach out with the gospel. MFFL
now appears in a second edition in a
smaller format than the original edition,
with a lovely new cover and published by
the Christian Education Committee of
the GAA.
John Chapman, one of Australia’s best
known evangelists, has written of it: “This
set of 10 studies is designed to assist small
groups in developing an evangelistic
mindset towards specific non-Christian
friends and aquaintances — ‘making
friends for life’ ... Each of the 10 chapters
provides a daily personal Bible study (on
Philippians) with questions for group discussion and suggestions for group prayer
arising from the study. Extra interest is
added through touches of humour, notes
on historical background, diagrams and
charts, and brief reviews of relevant
books. The booklet does not aim simply
to impart information, but the processs of
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 0

working through the material in the group
is an essential part of developing an evangelistic mindset. A feature of the 10-week
experience is therefore the planning of
some kind of evangelistic effort together
... an extremely useful and well-written
course.”
MFFL contains a number of excellent
features. One is the chart on page 27 for
helping identify a prospective person to
invite to a hospitality evangelism event (a
meal at which the gospel is presented by a
speaker) which is planned as the study
group using MFFL works through it.
Others include the Two Ways to Live
Bible study on page 28,29; and the chart
on page 42 which (sadly) reveals how little intentional evangelism is built into
most congregations’ activity.

Religion is for Fools
Bill Medley: Viva Press, available from
the publisher
medley@nemesis.com.au

Tstories
his book is one of the unsung success
in modern Australian evangelistic
practice. It has sold literally thousands of
copies, is in its fifth local printing with an
international edition being produced in
the near future and, most importantly, has
been used of God to bring many to faith
in Jesus. Bill Medley is studying at the
PTC Melbourne for the Presbyterian
ministry. With a background as a professional entertainer, he has drawn on his
communication skills from that particular
arena of life, in Religion is for Fools. Get
some copies and give them away in your
congregational welcome pack

Introducing God
Explanation and Training Sessions DVD,
Introducing God Volumes One and Two
DVD, Course Drivers Manual, Participant’s
Handbook
www.introducinggod.org

I

ntroducing God has taken the structure
of the Alpha Course and the content of
Two Ways to Live and come up with an
evangelistic blockbuster. From the introductory session all the way to the weekend away, this is a finely crafted and carefully shaped course. It patiently begins
where modern non-Christians are, gently
teaches the truth of the Bible about Jesus
while allowing them to express their
doubts, questions and objections — all

the time while they are building significant relationships with Christians.
This course is very well produced (not
surprising, given Dominic Steele’s background in the media at 2UE, a Sydney
radio station, and as the head of the
Christians in the Media ministry) and
those who are coming in contact with IG
are obviously benefiting from the experience of early prototypes. Everything that
is necessary for you to run the IG course
in your church is included in the DVDs
but, if so desired, you could have “live”
presentations. Dominic and his associates
have read the post-modern culture well
and illustrate the points being made with
freshness and power. I never thought the
Hutt River Province (the what? you
might say) and The Band Played Waltzing
Matilda would
be brought into
Introducing
such effective
God has taken
service for the
the structure of
gospel
for
Alpha and
example!
come up with
While
the
an evangelistic
form of presentation of IG feablockbuster.
tured on the
DVD is on what seems to be a fairly largescale event being held in a church hall, I
have a friend who has run IG very successfully in his lounge room following a
simple meal. In many of our Presbyterian
congregations which are small by definition, this may be the best way to go, using
the DVD resources and focusing on making the food and friendship factor the best
they can be.
The other advantage of this context for
IG is that it lets non-Christians relax
more and they will probably also be even
more willing to object with a “talking
head” (apologies Dominic) on your TV
screen, which is the best starting point for
the skilled group leader to gently guide
the discussion in the right direction.
I suspect that IG is going to become
something of a phenomenon in the
Australian Church (and perhaps overseas,
with some obvious changes). It deserves
this: its freshness, friendliness and Christfocused nature will commend it to Bible
based churches of all stripes around
Australia.

Simply Christianity
John Dickson: Matthias Media
www.matthiasmedia.com.au

Our congregation meets in a very old

and historic church building on one of
Melbourne’s main roads. Because we have
a “real” church we tend to get lots of
expressions of interest in weddings. I try
to take up as many of these opportunities
as I can, always majoring on spiritual
preparation for the wedding. Over the
years I have used a number of courses, in
an attempt to prepare couples as well as I
can spiritually to start their new life
together. Simply Christianity is now simply my favourite for this purpose. It
addresses very successfully in my view the
mind and the heart in the
evangelistic/apologetic task, and for the
person who wants to really explore the
gospel and its truth it is without rival.
Binding Luke in the back of the booklets
(the gospel, not the person) is a good idea.
Perhaps in this web-dominated world,
some references to suitable sites would
round out an excellent resource. The
Leaders Guide is a delight to use and gives
you all the information you need to run,
by the grace of God, a highly effective
gospel encounter.

Thinking Ethically Series
Douglas Milne, Church and Nation
Committee of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria

P

re-evangelism and the setting forth of a
Christian world view are vital in the eventual effective presentation of the claims of
Christ. The Thinking Ethically Series give
us in brief compass very attractive and
concise introductions of and Christian
analyses and responses to various ethical
questions, dilemmas and problems that
are splashed across our newspapers and
televisions almost every day.
The TES covers the Status of the
human embryo, stem cell research, human
cloning, IVF, designer babies, genetic
engineering, xenotransplantation and
genetically modified foods. When was the
last time you read anything about these
matters, that set forth their essentials
accurately and fairly, brought a biblically
informed Christian mind to bear upon
them pastorally, that is easily understood
and that presented the Christian faith and
walk as attractive and relevant?
These leaflets can be confidently given
to both the questioning non-Christian
and the confused Christian with the
expectation that light will dawn and the
gospel of Jesus will be commended and
ap
hopefully embraced.
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Up to a point
A national evangelism conference was good in parts.

n May, a national congress was held in
Melbourne to explore how the
church might better reach out to the
Australian community. Its organisers
didn’t want just another conference —
lots of talk, perhaps a few spin-offs for
some, but not a lot to show for it in terms
of changing the broader landscape. Thus
they chose the label “congress”. But were
they successful?

I

To some extent, they were.
The congress attracted more than 500
delegates, from all over Australia, and
from a broad range of churches. There
was a mix of Baptists, Presbyterians,
Uniting, a variety of Anglicans and charismatics. That the delegates could at least
give one another a hearing was significant.
Opening speaker John Chapman gave
a solid encouragement for preachers to be
“slaves to the hearers of the Word”.
It is vitally important to get the message right for the sake of our hearers —
that people need to repent before Jesus as
Lord and trust in him for salvation from
their sins. I thought of my charismatic
brethren at that point — perhaps a lead
for them when the message gets blurred
by an over-emphasis on the Holy Spirit?
But then I thought of the other side of
the coin — just knowing the clear message to preach is not the end of the task. A
preacher has to work hard at not muddling that message. I wondered how clear
I had been in my preaching? As I listened
to charismatic speakers during the congress, they didn’t always aim for the right
target. But at least I could clearly understand what they were missing!

H

earing from some churches that are
seeing significant numbers of conversions was well worth the listen.
Mornington Baptist Church has grown
from 200 to 1000 in eight years, Riverside
Church in Perth (charismatic), from 800
to 3000 in a similar time. Importantly, not
all of this growth has been from transfers.
Mornington claimed to have had 37 conversions in the last year, Riverside, 40 a
month.
The head pastors were not boasting,
but emphasising that evangelism has to be
real — a lifestyle or mindset that passages
like John 13:35 and Matthew 28:18

Tim
Abbey
implore. Evangelism is not so much a oneoff event but a process. They talked a lot
about encouraging church members to
make connections with non-Christians. A
one-off event won’t necessarily do it,
especially if there aren’t any nonChristians there. Even if Jesus were to do
the talk, how can anyone become a
Christian if only Christians are present?
This resonated with my experience.
Plenty of evangelical churches in the circles in which I
mix are great at
Recreating o r g a n i s i n g
Australia “events”, getting
the message right,
had wonderful but few nonintentions. But Christians come.
one fears the It’s easy to think
landscape is you’re doing OK
largely the if the church is
same. growing through
transfers
or
there’s a lot of
people at an evangelistic event. But who
was there? Where is the growth in the
church coming from? Are people getting
converted? If not, why not? Both of these
significantly growing churches shared
how it was only when they asked these
hard questions and took appropriate
action that they then got moving.
An insightful “report card” on the
church in terms of it’s mission was given
by three journalists. Barney Zwartz talked
about the temptation to sacrifice the message for marketing (the speech was
reprinted in AP last month). Paul Gray, a
leading Melbourne journalist and practising Catholic, made the excellent point
that the church had missed the opportunity to preach the gospel by the way it
dealt with such scandals. Instead of trying
to cover up, the church should have been
totally transparent and brought the gospel
message to bear on the situation. After all,
owning up to our sin and seeking forgiveness is a crucial part of the gospel message.
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But, paradoxically, maybe the Lord
used the third speaker, non-christian
researcher Angus Kinnaird, who argued
that the sexual scandals had obviously
harmed the church’s reputation and made
it harder to “sell” its message. But the
problem of suspicion and hypocrisy has
always been there. Non-Christians see the
Christian message as self-righteous.
Kinnaird pointed out that the nonChristian can pick at will faults and discrepancies in the church to feed their
excuses for ignoring the message. Lack of
unity in the church itself is a massive
stumbling block – “you guys can’t even
agree among yourselves, why should I
believe your message is real?”

A

nd this is where the Achilles’ heel of
the Congress was exposed. With such
a theologically diverse group, the opportunity existed to discuss the extent to
which we are united in the gospel but
divided by tradition and culture. It
seemed to be assumed that these matters
could almost be swept under the carpet.
The very presence of evangelical main
speakers on the same card as charismatic
speakers probably meant that a lot of people from both ends of the spectrum
stayed away from making the journey to
Melbourne in the first place.
The practical initiatives from the congress for regional workshops throughout
the country later this year therefore seem
destined for a limited response.
Charismatics will tend to shy away if
the speakers and venues are more evangelical. Anglicans who favour women’s ordination will boycott if they smell anything
to do with the Sydney diocese. And the
free excuse we give to non-Christians to
ignore the gospel message will remain in
many places.
The congress had wonderful intentions
and lots of good spin offs for those who
have ears to hear. But one fears the landscape is largely the same.
Tim Abbey, minister of Bathurst
Presbyterian Church, NSW, is convenor of
NSW Presbyterian Evangelism Committee.
ap
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A faithful
message

hy is the church today having such little impact on
Western society? Why does
the most significant influence appear to be in the other direction?! I think we have lost sight of our
core doctrines and values. In
November 2002 we looked at how the
early church addressed this problem in
the Book of Acts. This month we will
go back closer to the source in Luke’s
“former book” to Theophilus (see Acts
1:1), his Gospel.

W

How did Jesus approach the task of
evangelism? What resources did he
gather and use? More importantly,
what are the basic truths he came to
reveal? What effect did he expect them
to have on people’s lives? Have we
already drifted some distance from
Jesus’ teaching? Are we faithfully
telling our generation what Jesus
taught, while our lives are sending
out quite a different signal?
Hopefully these daily Bible studies will
help us to face these issues honestly,
lead us to repentance, and cause us to
“produce fruit in keeping with repentance” (Luke 3:8).

20 daily Bible studies
in Luke 2:41-6:49

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

First things first.
LUKE 2:41-52

There are times in our lives when to “seek first God’s
Kingdom” puts pressure on family or other relationships. Even as a
young lad, and long before he began his public ministry, Jesus settled
his priorities and set us an example in dealing with the tension
between the requirements of the First and Fifth commandments.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus’ incarnation into a Jewish family as part of God’s plan of
redemption brought him under the requirements of the Law (42);
honouring his parents (51) was part of his perfect submission.
• Jesus’ first priority, the thing that always occupied his heart and
mind most, was what God had revealed to His people through the
Scriptures; he took every opportunity to delve into them.
• Although Jesus was the divine Son of God he was at the same
time truly human (without the trademark of Adam’s sin). His
humanity was reflected in his normal interaction with Mary and
Joseph and with the Jewish religious leaders. Mary’s fallen humanity (eg her anxiety) was also evident in all this.
• Even as a 12 year old Jesus made a powerful impression on his
mother, the Jewish teachers, and the population in general.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you keep a balance in the exercise of your responsibilities?

Bruce Christian

DAY 2

A voice in the wilderness.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 3:1-6

We should never underestimate the importance of
the ministry of John the Baptist. Although only the fore-runner of
Jesus the promised Messiah, his powerful “pre-evangelism” message
and the direct way he proclaimed it to the people had a significant
part to play in setting the stage. He fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah
40:3-5 and he did it single-mindedly and without pulling punches.
He is a role-model for us in the urgent task of evangelism today.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• As stated in his introduction (1:1-4), Luke sets John firmly and
accurately in the stark reality of his historical context. (1-2)
• John, Israel’s first prophetic voice for over 400 years, boldly and
courageously called the people to turn from their wicked ways and
to seek God’s forgiveness and cleansing using the symbol of water
foreshadowed by Ezekiel (36:25) and Zechariah (13:1). (3)
• Contained within Isaiah’s prophecy concerning John was the revelation that Messiah’s coming to save his people had implications
for “all mankind” and not for Israel only. (5-6)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are we as pro-active as we should be in declaring the Good News
of Jesus to our society that is so far from God’s ways?
• Is your vision for Jesus’ Kingdom too limited? (see verses 5 & 6)
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Walk the talk.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 3:7-14

John was not concerned with being popular or with
creating a good impression on his hearers – he was concerned only
with truth. His forthright and practical application of truth to their
situation is what brought about the needed reformation in them.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

S

T

U

D Y

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 4

Good (but disturbing) News.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 3:15-20

The Good News John was commissioned to bring
was every bit that to those who were waiting for it with expectant
hearts. But for those whose lifestyle disregarded and opposed
God’s revealed truth it was completely unpalatable and unacceptable. John did not allow this to stop him from fulfilling his task of
telling a corrupt society that God’s day of reckoning had come.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In the light of their Scriptures the Jewish people were, as many
are today, looking expectantly for their promised Messiah. John’s
preaching style singled him out as a possible candidate.
• John knew he was only ever Messiah’s forerunner and herald.
• The purifying power of Messiah’s baptism compared to John’s
would be as fire to water; in the power of the Holy Spirit it would
be unsurpassed, absolute and final in its effect.
• The Good News includes the message of God’s judgement. (17f)
• John’s faithfulness cost him his freedom – and his life (Mk 6:14ff).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Gospel literally means “good news”. How is the message of the
sort of “fire and brimstone” baptism Jesus brought “good” news?
• To what extent has the Church today modified John’s message?

DAY 5

Obedience that pleases God.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 3:21-38

LUKE 4:1-13

At the beginning of his public ministry, immediately
after his baptism and in the care of the Holy Spirit, Jesus faced the
tempting power of the devil. These temptations look back to the
same Satanic deception used on Adam and Eve in the Garden and
on Israel in the wilderness. They also look forward to the temptations Satan has used to try to deflect the Church from its mission
over the last 2000 years. Unlike Adam and Eve and Israel, Jesus
successfully withstood the test. Sadly, the Church has also failed in
different ways at different times. What about us?

THE POINT

• John made no attempt to package his message into something
attractive. He spoke the truth honestly and clearly, leaving his audience in no doubt as to their sinful condition and God’s demand for
true repentance.
• True repentance involves a real change in thinking and life-style.
• God is not impressed by family background or pedigree; what
counts is clear evidence of repentance in our behaviour. (8)
• John did not shrink back from the responsibility of warning the
Jewish people about God’s imminent Judgement (cf Ezek. 33). (9)
• How does the Church’s presentation of the Gospel today compare with John’s message? Are we more concerned to build up people’s self-esteem or to make them feel good than to tell them they
are sinners who need to repent? Have we become so concerned
with being “user-friendly” and getting the numbers up that we fail
to declare the truth about sin and God’s judgement?

Tempted like us.

• Satan’s main aim was to divert Jesus from the path to the cross by
suggesting other (legitimate?) ways of doing God’s work.
• Jesus used Scripture as the weapon against the devil (Eph. 6:17).
• Satan can also (mis)quote Scripture to his own advantage.
• Take time to relate each of Jesus’ temptations to the equivalent
faced by Adam and Eve (Gen.3:6) and to where Israel failed in the
desert regarding their food, their compromise, and their response
(or lack of it) to God’s mighty, spectacular acts. In what ways has
the Church fallen into the same traps? Is it evident in our preaching/worship/evangelism today? See also 1 John 2:16.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

Outrageous claim....
LUKE 4:14-21

The Jews were never in doubt as to who Jesus was
claiming to be; their only problem was that they couldn’t accept his
claim and therefore had no choice but to write him off as a deceiver
or a fruitcake. That is why, in the end, they had to dispose of him.
At least they were acting consistently! It is incredible that so many
people since have wanted to accept Jesus as a good teacher, even
claim to follow him, while denying these claims!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Everything Jesus did was in the power of the Holy Spirit. (14)
• Attendance at weekly worship was Jesus’ regular habit. (16)
• The set passage Jesus read from the Isaiah scroll (61:1-2) was
clearly understood by the Jewish teachers as a prophecy concerning
the promised Messiah whom God would send to them.
• Jesus’ claim, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (21)
was an unambiguous claim to be the promised Messiah.
• During Jesus’ earthly ministry he did all the things Isaiah had said
Messiah would do: he actually proved his claim to be true!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why do so many people fail to see how illogical it is to accept
Jesus’ teaching about loving one’s neighbour etc, while at the same
time rejecting his claim to be God (John 14:11)? Do you?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

...predictable reaction.
LUKE 4:22-30

Luke had made clear to Theophilus (1:3) how Jesus
was the Son of God by the Holy Spirit (1:26-35). He now shows
how he is also the son of God by human procreation (3:23-38). By
submitting to John’s baptism the divine Son of God was identifying
completely with the sons of Adam, created originally in God’s
image and likeness (Genesis 1:27) but marred and disinherited as a
race because of sin. John’s baptism was for repentance from sin
(3:3). Sinless himself, Jesus was obedient to the Father’s will in all
things. In the light of such obedience (in contrast with Adam’s disobedience) is it any wonder that the Holy Spirit of God should
identify with him, and the Father express his pleasure?

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In spite of their feelings, the people could not help being
impressed by, and attracted to, Jesus’ bearing and teaching. (22)
• Jesus had/has no ministry to those who had/have minds closed
against him; nothing would/will ever convince them. (23-24)
• The OT is full of embarrassing (to the Jews) examples of God’s
active concern for the welfare of his Gentile “enemies”. (25-27)
• The Jews could not touch Jesus before the appointed time. (30)

THE POINT

• Jesus accepted John’s baptism as part of the journey to the cross
in order to obey the Father’s will perfectly (Philippians 2:5-8).
• The dove symbolises God’s gracious provision (Genesis 8:8-12).
• Jesus existed eternally as the beloved Son of God. A voice proclaiming this publicly would speak at least twice more (Luke 9:35,
John 12:28), thus fulfilling the hope of Isaiah 42:1 and 64:1.
• Jesus’ public ministry did not begin until he was 30 years old.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• When did you last thank Jesus for coming to bear all your sin?
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Most of us experience a vastly different reaction to
our efforts from those who know us well compared with those who
only see our “public” side. The difficulty Jesus had with the hometown crowd is that they had already made up their mind that he
could not be God’s Messiah because they knew him as the little boy
who had grown up helping his father in the carpenter shop. Even if
they saw his miracles they still would not believe. The final insult
for them came when Jesus referred to some Old Testament
instances where God did miraculous things for despised foreigners
outside the Covenant instead of for His own people!

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you have any pre-conceived ideas that prevent you from fully
accepting God’s revelation about Jesus in the Gospels?

B
DAY 9
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Staking out the territory.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 4:31-37

The prince of this world (John 12:31) had long laid
claim to the hearts of men. But now his territory is being challenged
by the promised Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 41:14,
43:14, 47:4, 48:17, 49:7, 54:5). He recognises the true identity of
Jesus when Jesus’ own countrymen fail to do so. Evidence that the
Kingdom of God has truly come is overwhelming and conclusive.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus’ hearers recognised the clear authority in his words. (32)
• The man had a specific affliction of demon-possession. The presence of Jesus brought out a reaction of terror from within him (as it
did with many others in a similar condition throughout Jesus’
earthly ministry) because the devil knew that the battle-lines were
drawn. But he did not intend to surrender without a fight, causing
as much havoc as possible in the process. (33-35)
• Jesus had authority to command the demon’s expulsion. (35-36)
• The common people, as well as the evil (“unclean”) spirits, saw
clearly what the Jewish authorities refused to acknowledge and the
news about Jesus spread very quickly throughout the area.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• The Gospels distinguish clearly between demon possession and
other illnesses. Why is exorcism significant in Jesus’ ministry?

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

Balance in ministry.
LUKE 4:38-44

For several reasons, it would have been tempting for
Jesus to specialise in a spectacular ministry of exorcism: it would
have been impressive and attracted large crowds; the demons were
his best publicity agents because they were not slow in revealing
publicly his true identity; Satan would have been put in his place
and disturbed people would be made whole. But this was not God’s
way. He reinforced this when he met the temptations in the wilderness. The Father’s way led to a cross of shame; it required patience
to wait for the proper time; it involved spending long periods of
time alone with the Father in prayer; it needed hearts to be changed
from the inside through repentance and faith, which in turn meant
widespread preaching/teaching. No, ministry in God’s way requires
balance and involves hardship.

THE POINT

S
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Honest faith.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 5:12-16

Jesus said that faith the size of a mustard seed can
move mountains (Matt. 17:20, 21:21). I’ve often had to cede defeat
because I haven’t mustered up enough faith even to move a molehill
before it’s become a mountain! So I find this leper’s approach very
encouraging. He has plenty of faith; he just doesn’t know whether
Jesus actually wants to heal him. What if it is part of the divine will
that he remain a leper? The point Jesus wanted to stress with the
mustard seed comparison is that getting my prayers answered has
less to do with how much faith I have and more to do with where I
direct it. I like the man who responded to the question, “Do you
believe in the power of prayer?”, with, “No I don’t. I believe in the
power of God, therefore I pray.”

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The depth of the man’s faith was demonstrated by his penitence
and humility. In contrast we sometimes try to make a show of how
much faith we have by reciting our prayer achievements.
• Jesus has power to cure an incurable disease like leprosy with the
simple touch of his hand and the words “Be clean”.
• The more “success” Jesus had the more he spent time in prayer.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What do we learn from Jesus’ instructions to obey Moses (14)?

DAY 13

Just dropping in on Jesus.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 5:17-26

The Bible makes it quite clear that all sickness is a
result of sin. The story of Job in particular makes it clear that a specific ailment may not necessarily be the result of a sin on the part of
the person affected. Jesus makes this point in John 9:3. In the case
of the paralytic it seems there was some connection between the
condition of his body and the condition of his heart before God.
But the point Jesus is making is that it is more important to be
made whole spiritually (ie to have our sins forgiven) than to be
cured physically. The physical healing here really only served to
prove to the crowd that Jesus did have power to forgive sin.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In spite of his busy schedule and the pressure it placed on him,
Jesus did not lose sight of the needs of the individual. (38ff)
• The demons not only recognised Jesus as the Holy One but also
as the Christ (the promised “Anointed One” or Messiah). (41)
• Jesus made solitary prayer and public preaching his top priority.

• The faith of the man and his friends was practical and persevering;
it wasn’t just a hollow sentimentality; unlike him, it had legs.
• The man knew Jesus could help him. Jesus knew more than he
did just how much and what sort of help he needed. Turning to
Jesus in faith invariably gives us more than we bargained for.
• Jesus’ demonstrated proof that he has power to forgive sins (a
right that belongs to God alone) reinforced his unambiguous claim
to be God – a point certainly not lost on the Pharisees.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Has the Church today lost the right balance in ministry? How?

• Have you laid your entire sinful, broken life at Jesus’ feet?

THE PARTICULARS

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Fishers of men.
LUKE 5:1-11

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

Inheriting Levi’s genes.
LUKE 5:27-32

It is no coincidence that Simon, the ben-Zebedee
brothers and some of the other first disciples were fishermen. Their
boats made excellent pulpits for large crowds because the water
both gave Jesus space and allowed good sound wave transmission.
The occupation itself provided a good illustration of what this new
calling as followers of Jesus would involve. Lastly, Jesus calls ordinary people engaged in their lowly tasks to come and experience
God’s mighty power working through them as they respond in
obedience to his commands (cf 1 Corinth. 1:26-29).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• No one is excluded from the call to leave everything and follow
Jesus because of an “iffy” background, business or set of friends.
• Jesus can change people instantly – as he did in the case of Levi.
• The change in Levi (Matthew – cf Matt. 9:9-13) was dramatic.
The first thing he did was introduce his current friends to Jesus.
• The reaction of the Pharisee sect to Jesus’ attendance at Levi’s little exercise in hospitality evangelism exposed their basic problem
(see 18:9-14). While ever they thought they were a cut above the
“sinners” they would never find salvation in Christ.

THE POINT

• This wasn’t the first contact Simon and the others had with Jesus
(cf 4:38, Mk 1:16-20, Jn 1:35-42) but it was the event that fully convinced them to leave everything and follow him full-time.
• Simon had come to realise the wisdom in doing whatever Jesus
said no matter how illogical it might seem at the time. (5)
• The productivity of all our lives and efforts is in God’s hands. (6)
The task he calls us to is bringing others into his Kingdom. (10)
• We can’t appreciate God’s power fully until we recognise our own
frailty and unworthiness; we can’t take his glory from him.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What specific truth is God teaching you in this passage today?

Conversion is not about what we were, but about
what we become. The Jewish leaders generally could never grasp
this. They were interested in what they were, or at least what they
thought they were. Jesus had come to transform broken, messed
up sinners into beautiful, healthy saints. We can’t participate in this
process unless we first see we need it. Would I subject myself to the
trauma of plastic surgery if I thought I was Adonis incarnate? ExPharisee Paul sums it all up in 1 Timothy 1:15.

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you still have any non-Christian friends? What pro-active
effort do you make to introduce them to Jesus? Is it working?
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Life & death don’t mix.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 5:33-39

God’s Plan of Salvation from all eternity had its
focus on Jesus. This is what the New Testament has in mind when
it refers to Jesus as “the Lamb that was slain from the
creation/foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). God’s revelation of himself and his Covenant with his Elect in the OT has no
value apart from Jesus. The whole sacrificial system is ineffective
and meaningless on its own; it only procures forgiveness because it
anticipates his perfect sacrifice on the cross. But the religion of the
Pharisees, Judaism, had become quite different from this. It
claimed to be based on the OT Scriptures but it had missed the
heart of the matter. That is why they didn’t recognise Jesus when he
came. That is why Jesus had to declare that his Good News could
in no way be accommodated in Judaism. It had its source in the
Scriptures themselves, not in their man-centred interpretation.

THE POINT
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DAY 18

The cast of discipleship.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:27-36

One of the most destructive forces in the world
today is revenge, from suing each other when things go wrong,
through actively hurting each other when families break up, to
going to war or terrorising each other in an endless pay-back loop.
Jesus warned his followers about what treatment to expect from the
world if they joined his side; now he tells them how to respond to
this treatment. This teaching is no less surprising than yesterday’s!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus came to bring life and joy to a people plagued by dead religion; he came to relate to them as a bridegroom to his new bride.
• Trying to combine the Gospel and Judaism would destroy both.
• The Pharisees were too set in their ways to accept Jesus. (39)

• Jesus not only disallows revenge in his Kingdom, he demands that
personal abuse and ill-treatment be responded to with positive, genuine love and practical generosity of spirit.
• Jesus’ “golden rule” in all of this is: Sit down and think out how
you would like other people to treat you (eg you would like them
to make allowance for your weaknesses, or give you the benefit of
the doubt in a dispute, or forgive you when you make a foolish mistake); now go and do exactly the same for them!
• The average “sinner” manages to keep his desire for revenge
under control; he is also quite capable of meeting kindness with
kindness. Only the redeemed sinner can answer hate with love.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What different warnings are there here for the Church today?

• What 2 reasons does Jesus give for his demands (35, 36)?

THE PARTICULARS

Jesus and the Bible.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:1-11

Luke now gives us a perfect practical example of
what Jesus meant by the bridegroom/wine/patch illustration above.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus occupied himself on the Sabbath in the way God intended
in the 4th Commandment: he met for worship with other believers
who had taken time off from their regular work for rest.
• Jesus knew that God intended the 4th Commandment to be a
reminder of our total dependence on him for all things by instructing us to desist from our normal income-producing pursuits on his
Sabbath and to relax and enjoy his presence and his creation; making use of the special provision for hungry travellers (Deut. 23:25),
or of an opportunity to help someone in need (say, of healing), had
nothing to do with the point of this commandment.
• The rules set by the Pharisees showed they had totally misunderstood the intention of the 4th Commandment; we could have little
confidence therefore that they had any understanding of the true
message of their Scriptures (cf John 5:39, 2 Corin. 3:15).
• Jesus claims to be God (5) and the Son of Man (see Daniel 7:13).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• We can’t truly grasp who Jesus is or why he came without the
whole Bible; we can’t truly understand the Bible without Jesus.

DAY 17

The cost of discipleship.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:12-26

Jesus is about to give his followers the manifesto of
his “new-wine” Kingdom. It will set them back on their heels
because of its unexpected content. Most of them had gathered to
him from miles around because of the power that seemed to radiate
from him, power that could heal all their diseases and calm their disturbed spirits. He had the world at his feet... but he was quite direct
in telling them that his Kingdom was about poverty, hunger, hardship, rejection, deliberate misrepresentation and persecution.
Hardly an encouraging pep-talk for would-be recruits!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Even Jesus, the divine Son of God, devoted a whole night to solitary prayer before choosing his twelve apostles-in-training.
• Jesus had power to heal every effect caused by sin in the world.
• Jesus eye-balled potential devotees with off-putting truth. (20)
• The over-arching reality about Jesus’ Kingdom is that it contradicts how the world thinks in virtually every detail.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How much is the Church today motivated by the world’s marketing/recruiting methods rather than those of Jesus? Is it any different when it comes to measuring success? Are we happier when
the media congratulates us or when it ridicules us?
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DAY 19

Jesus, the only true teacher.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:37-42

In these simple, direct words Jesus exposes the sinfulness of the human heart. By judging others and pointing out their
faults (whether vocally or just mentally) I acknowledge there is a
standard, but I’m not prepared to measure my own behaviour by that
standard, and I certainly hope God doesn’t. In fact, I hope he will forgive me ... and then I fail to forgive my brother! Paul develops this
theme in Romans 2-3 to show that every human being is without
excuse and stands condemned before God. The good news is that
God has provided a solution (the only one) in Christ (Rom. 3:21-26).
Jesus hinted at this fact here in verses 39-40: human wisdom, blinded
by sin, can only lead to disaster; he, the only true teacher unaffected
by this sin but seated above it, can train and equip the penitent sinner
(student) to share in the eternal life that is in him (see Jn 1:4, 12f).

THE POINT

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you pleased you are not one of the hypocrites Jesus is
describing in this passage? (Be careful – this is a trick question!)
• In dealing with us, God is happy to use the same criteria/rules we
use on others. Do you like this arrangement? What 2 options are
open to you in this dilemma? (Ans: 1. Change the way you treat
others; and 2. Cry out to God for mercy and look up to Christ on
the cross taking God’s just punishment in your place.)

DAY 20

Jesus, the only foundation.

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:43-49

Bandaids don’t heal. The problem of our sin must
be dealt with at the very core. If this is not done, our pretence of
religion will eventually be seen to be a fraud with disastrous results.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus (in fact the whole Bible) sorts men into only two groups:
the good man and the evil man, the godly and the ungodly, the
righteous and the wicked. A man’s life-style – his behaviour, not
just his words – doesn’t determine which group he is put into, but it
is a reliable and clear indicator of which one he is already in.
• Pious talk is useless unless accompanied by true obedience.
• The relative fate of each house had nothing to do with the actual
construction of the house itself; it was decided by the sort of foundation upon which the house was built (“well built” in v.48 must be
a reference to the foundation).
• Our earthly lives will be thoroughly tested on Judgement Day.
Only those founded on Christ, as evidenced by obedience to his
word and not just outward profession, will withstand the test.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What aspects of the tree/house illustrations emphasise the importance of obedience? What aspects emphasise faith? (Read John
15:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 to help with this.)
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Across
Australia
South-East Samoans

O
n 11 July the Presbytery of Flinders
intends to admit a new congregation into
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, the
SE Suburbs Samoan Presbyterian
Church. The congregation recently left
the Uniting Church on issues of conscience. The guest speaker will be Rev.
John Wilson and the service will be held
at the Cranbourne Presbyterian Church,
Sladen Street, Cranbourne. For more
information, phone Rev. R.L. Carner on
9707 5181 or 0419 780 810.

St Peter’s turns 160

T

he 160th anniversary of St Peter’s,
North Sydney, was celebrated on 27 June.
The guest speaker was the ModeratorGeneral, the Very Rev Jack Knapp, and
the morning service was followed by a
lunch. The offering was given to the
Presbyterian Inland Mission. In the
afternoon an anniversary concert was
held. The Minister of St. Peter’sGreenwich, Rev. Dr Paul Logan, is
Moderator-Nominate of the 2004 NSW
General Assembly to be held at Stanwell
Tops on 19 July.

Fire hits Mackay

O
n 24 March the Mackay Memorial
Church (NSW) in Rutherford was set on
fire, with extensive damage to the southeat corner of the building. In other areas
of the building there was heavy smoke and
water damage. It is feared that the building will be unusable for a year, with a damage bill of about $500,000. Services continue to be held at the church hall at 175
New England Highway, Rutherford.

Hardman ministry thanked

Avicet aheld
special PTC Melbourne chapel seron 4 June, PTC principal Dr
Douglas Milne thanked Dr Bryan
Hardman for teaching theology of missions and the history of Christian missions in first semester. Adelaide-based Dr
Hardman was a missionary in Pakistan
and Korea, vice-principal of Adelaide
Bible College and principal of the
Discipleship Training Centre, Singapore,
for many years.
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Appointments and inductions

Vale

R

AMarch
P has been advised of the death on 23
of Mrs Ella Margaret Peterson, an

ev. Ki-Ok Jung was inducted into the
parish of Antioch (Korean) by the
Presbytery of Sydney on 14 March 14.
Mr Akakoresia Rangiuira was
licensed on 9 March by the Presbytery of
Sydney South.
Tony Johnson has been inducted and
ordained an elder at St Kilda (Vic), while
South Yarra Presbyterian Church (Vic)
ordained and inducted Ken McClimont,
and inducted Willem Vandenberg.

Mathews moderates SA

D
r Reg Mathews was elected moderator
when the SA General Assembly met at
the Norwood Presbyterian Church in
central Adelaide at the beginning of May.
Moderator-General Jack Knapp addressed assembly twice.
Assembly was advised of building
extensions to the Dunbar Homes in
Salisbury, it noted a strengthening commitment to the support of the APWM
and approved the holding of a
Bible/Catechism exam for the youth of
the church.

Well-timed devotions

D
r Mathews invited his Chaplain, Rev.
John Campbell, to bring two-minute
devotions at appropriate pauses in the
assembly’s business. This innovation was
greatly appreciated by commissioners. It
was reported that the work of the
Karnkendi Campsite has gone from
strength to strength.
The moderator drew the attention of
assembly to the many opportunities for
church planting/extension in Adelaide
and throughtout country SA.

Light topic

elder of Dromana-Mornington (Vic)
congregation.

Pioneering grant

Phasioneers
Church, Cheltenham (Vic),
received a grant of $35,000 from the St
Andrew’s Foundation to support its
growing ministry among the Sudanese
Christian community of south-east
Melbourne. Sudanese people attend the
morning congregation, and about 40
come to an afternoon worship service as
well.

Decade of Christian philosophy

F

ire on the Mountain — a teaching
weekend to be held at the Tamborine
Mountain Convention Centre (Qld) on
13 to 15 August – will reach its 10th
anniversary this year. The conference is
committed to helping believers develop a
firm grounding in the truth of the gospel
and develop a biblical worldview.
This year Peter Lillback returns as
keynote speaker, discussing foundational
biblical texts for an authentic Christian
worldview. Seminars will again be offered
on Saturday: Dr Frank Stootman —
Knowing God in a Scientific World;
Shannon Ford — The Making of Western
Civilisation; Gary Williams — The
Overload Syndrome; Ken Moser —
Biblical Principles for Youth Ministry. For
more information please contact Chris
Wilson on (07)5545 3508 or Kim Dale on
(07) 5545 2041 or email on
chrisadmin@fireonthemountain.net

Paramedic honoured

The Presbytery of Benalla (Vic)
M
r Russell Downie, the head of physics recently congratulated Mr Phil Betts of
at PLC Melbourne, presented Thinking Shepparton for receiving a National
about Light on the ABC Radio National
program Ockham’s Razor at the end of
March.
Almost 200 members of the PLC community enjoyed a weekend of fellowship
and fun at the third bi-annual Family
Christian Convention, held at CYC
Cowes, Phillip Island, at the end of
February. The guest speaker was Rev.
Douglas Robertson, senior minister of
Scots Church, Melbourne. The theme of
the convention was the relevance of Jesus
Christ for today.

Award medal for outstanding service as an
emergency service person (MICA paramedic).

Westlake mission

Tinvolved
he Westlakes (NSW) congregation was
in a very successful two week
Easter Mission in PNG. Westlakes is running the Introducing God program this
and next month, and seeks prayer for this
evangelistic outreach.
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Website: www.jesusnotaswearword.org.

Around
the World
Mind your *!^#?* language

Abeenn innovative
advertising campaign has
launched across North Staffordshire,
England, to challenge people about swearing and blaspheming in their everyday language. The “Jesus not a swear word campaign” is organised by the Saltbox
Christian Centre, a Christian charity
based in Stoke-on-Trent.
Four imaginative designs form the
basis of the advertising campaign with the
message displayed across a motorway
sign, on a mobile phone screen, a parking
meter and on a taxi display.
Saltbox director Lloyd Cooke said:
“The main aim of this campaign is to challenge people about their use of language.
We are aiming to be quite deliberately
provocative. We are also trying to promote
religious tolerance. In today’s society many
people are concerned about offending
other religions. Indeed, there would be an
outcry if people began to use Buddha or
Mohammed as a swear word. To this end,
we are simply asking for a level playing
field.”

Imprisoned in a container

F

our Christians in Eritrea were arrested
in May: a popular singer, the pastor of an
evangelical church, and two key evangelical leaders.
On May 13, Helen Berhane, 29, a
member of the Rema Evangelical
Church in Asmara, was arrested.
Refusing to sign papers that would require
her to recant her faith and stop singing,
she is imprisoned in a shipping container
at the Mai Serwa military camp.
On the early morning of May 23, two
key leaders of the Full Gospel (Mullu
Wongel) Church, one of Eritrea’s largest
Pentecostal denominations, were arrested
at their homes in Asmara: Haile Naizgi
and Dr Kuflu Gebremeskel, chairman of
the Eritrean Evangelical Alliance and a
former mathematics professor at the
University of Asmara. Pastor Tesfatsion
Hagos of the Rema Evangelical Church
was arrested in Massawa.
Voice of the Martyrs

Buddhists seek ban
It is expected that an
bill will be presented to
parliament by members
Hela Urumaya (JHU)
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anti-conversion
the Sri Lankan
of the Jathika
in an apparent

attempt to stem the growth of
Christianity,
particularly
among
Buddhists. The JHU is a party set up by
Buddhist monks with the goals of introducing anti-conversion legislation and
promoting Buddhism within Sri Lanka.
Once on the parliamentary order paper,
the only option available is an appeal to
the Supreme Court within seven days.
Christian groups, including the National
Christian Evangelical Alliance of Sri
Lanka, intend to appeal to the Supreme
Court, but are skeptical of the possibility
of success, in light of recent decisions by
the Supreme Court.
Voice of the Martyrs

Mobs in Indonesia

M

obs armed with sticks attacked four
churches on the southwestern outskirts of
the Indonesian capital of Jakarta on
Sunday, June 6, injuring a pastor and damaging the buildings and furnishings.
The coordinated attacks took place
during morning services. The mobs burst
into the buildings, damaging pews and
windows. One pastor was punched in the
head, but did not suffer serious injuries.
According to media reports, the
attacks came because the churches were
established without the town’s permission. Because of difficulties in gaining

N
approval to start new churches,
Indonesian believers are frequently compelled to do so without permission, gathering in meeting halls, shopping malls, or
business areas.
Compass Direct

Funerals for stillborn

A German Protestant church leader has
called for funerals for stillborn and
aborted children. “If we argue in the
debate about genetic engineering that an
embryo is a rudimentary human being
then the weight in ounces cannot determine whether a person may have a burial
or not”, said Margot Kaessmann,
Lutheran Bishop of Hanover, in her
report to the synod of her church.
Especially women who have undergone an abortion and are mourning their
lost child would welcome a place of
remembrance. “Where do they find room
to express their grief, often in the face of
condemnation and their own guilty feelings?” asked the 46-year-old bishop. The
mother of four daughters wants
Christians to express more love and less
contempt for those women.
Bishop Kaessmann, leader of 3.2 million church members, said Christians
should emphasise that suffering is part of
the human existence. Otherwise people
tended to follow a dogma of absolute
health in which illness was regarded as a
punishment.
Assist News Service

Afghan tensions rise

E

W

S

lists also had opportunity to proclaim a
clear message of the Gospel on nationwide TV programs.

Policeman kills Christian

AMuslim
young Pakistani Christian died after a
police constable struck him with
a hammer while he lay defenceless in hospital. Samuel Masih was admitted on 22
May, having contracted tuberculosis in
prison where he was detained under
Pakistan’s controversial blasphemy law.
Police constable Faryad Ali entered
Samuel’s hospital room on 24 May and,
despite the presence of a police guard,
assaulted Samuel with a hammer.
Faryad Ali said that he felt it was his
duty as a Muslim to kill Samuel. He told

police, “I wanted to earn a place in
heaven.” He had previously expressed
hatred for Samuel to his colleagues. He
was arrested for attempted murder, which
was changed to formal murder charges
after Samuel died.
The “blasphemy law” is often misused
by Muslims in Pakistan to get revenge in
personal disputes, especially against
Christians who are particularly vulnerable
because the testimony of a Muslim in
court is valued above that of a nonMuslim. Librarian Muhammad Yaqoob
of the Idara Darusalam Jinnah Garden
Mosque in Lahore, who filed the charges
against Samuel, claimed he saw Samuel
spit on the wall of the mosque near the
library.
Barnabas Fund

The Boys’ Brigade Australia in New South Wales

Development Officer
The Boys’ Brigade NSW is seeking to appoint a Development Officer to develop new groups
(companies) primarily within the Sydney area and throughout the State as required and support existing groups.
This is a new position and is available for immediate start.
Position Profile:
• Develop a strategy to plant new groups where BB does not exist within local churches
and Primary and Secondary Schools to achieve the goals of BBNSW
• Develop a strategy to promote BB to Future Church Leadership
• Develop a strategy to support existing companies and assist them to achieve growth targets
• Work with the State Executive team in developing strategies for growth of BB and report
to them monthly or as required on all past and future activates
• Be prepared to work in close association with The Girls’ Brigade

CAfghanistan
hristian
aid
organisations
in
have expressed concern

This position will require irregular work hours as most contacts/activities may not be available during regular business hours. However, a minimum of 40 hours a week is required
with all worked hours documented.

about growing Islamic extremism in the
troubled country after five workers of
Doctors without Borders were shot in
an attack on their vehicle near the village
of Khairkhana, about 560 kilometers west
of the capital Kabul.
The attack was also a major setback for
such Christian organisations as
International Aid (IA) who fear the latest accident is part of a new trend,
reported Mission Network News.

Requirements:

Huge impact

• Should be familiar with Object and Purpose Statement of Boy’s Brigade Australia

Impact World Tour (IWT) blasted on to
New Zealand stages in January, and have

Russell Fox – Business Hours 9323 6489 / Mobile 0403421371

so far seen 23,500 people commit themselves to Christ, of whom more than
12,400 had not heard the Gospel before.
The tour has performed in 50 cities and
towns across New Zealand. IWT evange-

BB NSW, P.O.Box 386, Toongabbie NSW 2146
or
Email: bbnsw@brigadeaustralia.org
Website: www.boys.brigadeaustralia.org

• Must be a committed Christian with an active membership in a Christian Church
• Have a passion to see Christ’s Kingdom advanced amongst Boys
• Must be prepared to be assessed under the current Child Protection legislation in force
within NSW
• Proven ability to communicate at all levels
• Self motivated with a desire to plan for growth of BB NSW and be able to initiate activities
that fall with the position
• Must possess a current NSW driver’s license and be prepared to travel within NSW and
have access to a reliable car.
Enquires:
Applications to:

Applications Close 30 July 2004
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On the
Agenda

Ptorastor
Subas Samal, his associate pasDhanishwar Kandi, and five others
from Kilipal village in Orissa state, India,
have been charged with “conversion by
inducement” under the Orissa Freedom
of Religion Act (OFRA). According to
a report from Compass Direct, these
charges follow arrests of six Hindu villagers after eight Christian women and
Pastor Samal were beaten and humiliated
for their faith. According to the charges
against them, the Christians are accused
of forcibly converting 25 Dalit villagers
over 10 years, luring them with financial
rewards. The lawyer for the Hindu villagers who humiliated the Christians
also claims that the Christians shaved
their own heads, “tonsuring” themselves
in order to malign the Hindu community.

E

Timor’s man with a mission
by Tracy Gordon

W

hile churches have done much good in
terms of education and health, they could
do much more, claims East Timor’s
Foreign Minister Dr Jose Ramos Horta.
“For the poorest of the poor it is not
enough to promise heaven, but more
important to get some food in their stomach.”
Dr Ramos Horta, winner of the Nobel
Peace Prize for his years of struggle for
East Timorese independence, was in
Sydney recently to commemorate the second anniversary of East Timor’s independence. While many changes have taken

Eliza Ferrie Public Lecture
“The Letter and the Spirit:
Biblical interpretation for today’s church”
Rev. Dr Gerald Bray
Renowned author and lecturer, Dr Gerald Bray is Anglican
Professor of Divinity at Beeson Divinity School of Samford
University, in Birmingham, Alabama, USA.

at the Presbyterian Theological Centre
77 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood, NSW

Wednesday 11th August 2004 at 7.30pm
Supper provided
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place over the past two years for the good
of the country, the country’s much lauded
Foreign Minister says there is still much
to be done.
“East Timor has done tremendously in
the past two years,” Dr Ramos said.
“Despite the tremendous support from
the international community in addressing some of the early emergency situations which averted humanitarian disaster,
a lot was left undone by the time East
Timor achieved independence in May
2002.”
Economically, East Timor’s agricultural sector has improved as has coffee
and rice production. Yet there is still
severe malnutrition in much of the country, compounded by two years of drought.
There is still much to be done in rebuilding infrastructure, increasing access to
education and reducing disease and malnutrition.
“I am cautious but optimistic about the
future of East Timor,” said Dr Ramos
Horta. “If we are able to pursue a similar
pace of development, peace and security,
then we will be able to achieve modest
prosperity in the next five to ten years.”
For a people who have been through
much trauma and grief, very little work
has been done in the healing process.
There is only one post-traumatic program, which is operated by a non-government organisation, and this program may
have to close due to insufficient funding.
On discussions with Australia about
the under sea oil fields, Dr Ramos Horta
said that, whatever the outcome of the
negotiations, no Timorese government
should pursue a policy of dependence on
these natural resources.
“East Timor must develop the skills of
its people,” he said. However, money
gained through oil revenue would be able
to be used in providing basic services for
the country.
More than 30 per cent of the East
Timorese budget is spent on education
and health. Dr Ramos Horta expressed
dismay that the richest and most powerful
country in the region was quarrelling with
the poorest.
“Oil is extremely important for East
Timor, but it is peanuts for Australia.” He
said there is “a cost in human terms of
delaying the decision on oil and gas rights
in the larger fields of the Timor Gap.
Australia is putting self-interest before
justice.”
This article is reprinted from
Southern Cross Magazine.
ap

R

E

F

L

E

C

T

I

O

N

The true Calvinist
The gospel of grace stands or falls with the gospels of grace.

inclair B. Ferguson is the pastor of
St. George’s Tron Church in
Glasgow, Scotland. Before he
returned to Scotland he was professor of systematic theology at Westminster
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. His
students well remember how he would
begin his course on the Holy Spirit. He
would say, “The goal of theology is the
worship of God. The posture of theology
is on one’s knees. The mode of theology
is repentance.”

S

That is a good set of guidelines to
remember because so many of those who
have discovered the beauty of Reformed
theology are anything but beautiful themselves. People sometimes speak of “TRs,”
meaning those who are “Truly
Reformed”. But what this term brings to
mind usually is not very nice (some people have the same instinctive response to
the term “Calvinist”). The “Truly
Reformed” are considered narrow in their
thinking, parochial in their outlook, and
uncharitable in their attitude toward those
who disagree. They have a bad reputation,
and sadly, perhaps some of it is deserved.
This ought not to be. In fact, it cannot
be, provided that Calvinism is rightly
understood. The doctrines of grace help to
preserve all that is right and good in the
Christian life: humility, holiness, and
thankfulness, with a passion for prayer and
evangelism. The true Calvinist ought to be
the most outstanding Christian—not narrow and unkind, but grounded in God’s
grace and therefore generous of spirit.
Here we consider what the doctrines
of grace mean for personal growth in
godliness, seeking to answer the question, What should a true Calvinist be
like?

C

alvinism has implications for the
whole person, but we begin with the
mind because that is where the Scripture
begins: “Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”
(Rom. 12:2a). While Calvinism is much
more than a mindset, it nevertheless
begins with a mind that is enlightened by
the truth of the gospel.
What is most on the Calvinist’s mind is
the glory of God. B. B. Warfield once

James Montgomery Boice
& Philip Graham Ryken
claimed that “Evangelicalism stands or
falls with Calvinism” (or, the gospel of
grace stands or falls with the doctrines of
grace). What Warfield himself meant by
Calvinism is “that sight of the majesty of
God that pervades all of life and all of
experience.” He said: “The Calvinist is the
man who has seen God, and who, having
seen God in His glory, is filled on the one
hand with a sense of his own unworthiness to stand in God’s sight as a creature,
and much more as a sinner, and on the

God makes a
Calvinist by
bringing a
person into his
throne room
to bow before
supreme
majesty
other hand, with adoring wonder that
nevertheless this God is a God who
receives sinners. He who believes in God
without reserve and is determined that
God shall be God to him in all his thinking, feeling and willing—in the entire
compass of his life’s activities, intellectual,
moral and spiritual.”
If the true Calvinist is a sinner who has
received God’s grace and seeks to live for
God’s glory, then the prophet Isaiah is the
perfect example of one.
Isaiah 6:1 reads: “In the year that King
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a
throne, high and exalted, and the train of
His robe filled the temple. Above Him
were seraphs, each with six wings: With
two wings they covered their faces, with
two they covered their feet, and with two
they were flying. And they were calling to
one another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
Almighty; the whole earth is full of His
glory.”

This vision — in which God revealed
His glory, majesty, holiness and grace —
changed Isaiah’s entire life and ministry.
The prophet was taken up into heaven,
where everything conveys a sense of
God’s transcendence.
What is perhaps most significant is
what God is doing. God is seated on His
kingly throne, reigning from the place of
supreme royal authority over heaven and
earth. As a further demonstration of His
divine authority, the throne itself is
exalted — it is high and lifted up. What
Isaiah saw, therefore, was a vision of
God’s sovereignty.
The way that God “makes a Calvinist”
is by bringing a person into this throne
room, there to bow before His supreme
majesty. As it was once said of the typical
Puritan, “His God is his centre”. God is
the centre, ruling in sovereign might.
The true Calvinist has seen this, and
thus keeps God at the centre of everything he does. God is the centre of his
worship, for in true worship attention is
drawn away from earthly things and reverently fixed upon God and His glory.
God is also the center of the true
Calvinist’s thinking.

H

is goal is to “take captive every
thought to make it obedient to
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5b), and to that end his
reasoning begins and ends with God. His
vision of sovereign majesty shapes his
entire mindset, filling his mind with
thoughts of God and His glory, and in this
way the God of grace becomes the centre
of his whole life.
What the American Puritan John
Winthrop experienced after his conversion is the testimony of every true
Calvinist: “I was now grown familiar with
the Lord Jesus Christ … If I went abroad,
he was with me, when I returned, he came
home with me. I talked with him upon the
way, he lay down with me, and usually I
did awake with him: and so sweet was his
love to me, as I desired nothing but him in
heaven and earth.”
The above is an edited extract from The
Doctrines of Grace, by James Montgomery
Boice and Philip Graham Ryken
ap
(Crossway Books 2002).
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Booked in
A plea to turn the pages – profitably

s Timothy prepared to leave
Ephesus in order to meet Paul in
prison at Rome, the great apostle
asked him to bring the cloak that
he had left in Troas and also the books,
especially (or perhaps ‘that is’) the parchments (2 Tim. 4:13). Almost 1500 years
later, William Tyndale was in prison in
Holland. He asked for a cloak, a woollen
shirt, a warm cap, and his Hebrew Bible,
grammar, and vocabulary book.
Both the apostle and the Bible translator had physical needs, i.e. to be protected
from the cold, and intellectual and spiritual needs, i.e. to grow in understanding.
Both saw the need for Christians to read.
Indeed, the apostle Paul knew the pagan
Greek poets, and cites Epimenides and
Aratus in Acts 17:28, Epimenides again in
Titus 1:12, and Menander in 1 Corinthians
15:33. As Origen and Augustine were to
put it, Christians could plunder the
Egyptians (Ex. 12:36), meaning that they
were to make use of pagan works in the
cause of Christ. Later still, in the 18th century, John Wesley was to say that reading
Christians are growing Christians.
There are dangers everywhere in the
Christian life, and we need to be aware
that God has issued us a warning that
“knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”
(1 Cor. 8:2). Nevertheless, the Christian

A

Peter
Barnes
ought to be keen to read and grow. Books
have maintained a chain of godly influence
down through the ages, as John Macleod
has shown in Some Favourite Books, published by the Banner of Truth Trust in
1988.
In 1630 the Puritan Richard Sibbes
wrote his classic work, The Bruised Reed.
In the same year, a pedlar came to the
door of the
Baxter family,
and made a sale.
Books have
The result was
maintained a that, at the tenchain of godly der age of 15,
influence young Richard
read
down through Baxter
the ages. Sibbes’s work,
and it had a profound effect on
him. Baxter himself never went to university, but he read
widely. Indeed, such a practice can
become something of a snare. Baxter once
wrote: “I must confess it is much more
pleasing to myself to be retired from the

Christian Reformed Church of Kingston
is a Bible-believing, Gospel-focused church committed to the spread of
the gospel in Southern Tasmania and is seeking a trained

Minister of the Gospel
commencing early 2005 with special areas of responsibility

Preaching, Youth & Small Groups
working in a team within the Christian Reformed Church as well as with
other Vision 100 leaders on the wider ministry of church planting and
raising up leaders for the work of the gospel in Southern Tasmania
For further information and a copy of the job brief please contact:
Rev. Brian Vaatstra
Christian Reformed Church of Kingston
P.O. Box 64, Kingston Tasmania 7051
Telephone: (03) 6229 2268 email: brnvat@crckinston.org.au
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world and to have very little to do with
men, and to converse with God and conscience and good books.”
In 1657 Baxter published his Call to the
Unconverted, which has been used by
God to awaken many. One of those many
was Philip Doddridge, who is perhaps
best known to us as a hymn writer. In
1745 he wrote The Rise and Progress of
Religion in the Soul. This was a work
which in turn greatly helped a young
Member of Parliament, William
Wilberforce.
Like many men of his age, Wilberforce
had made the trip to the continent for his
education. He accompanied Isaac Milner,
the evangelical tutor from Queen’s
College, Cambridge, and on the return
journey read Philip Doddridge’s aforementioned Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Soul, and the Bible. What he called
the “shapeless idleness” of his past struck
him, and in 1785 he reluctantly went to
visit John Newton, who gave him wise
counsel. By 1787 Wilberforce was writing
as a decided evangelical Christian: “God
Almighty has set before me two great
objects, the suppression of the Slave Trade
and the Reformation of Manners” (it
should be pointed out that ‘manners’ then
meant “morals”).
Wilberforce wrote: “The fatal habit of
considering Christian morals as distinct
from Christian doctrines insensibly
gained strength. Thus the peculiar doctrines of Christianity went more and
more out of sight, and as might naturally
have been expected, the moral system
itself also began to wither and decay,
being robbed of that which should have
supplied it with life and nutriment.”

I

n 1797, in the days before snappy titles
came into vogue, Wilberforce penned
his A Practical View of the Prevailing
Religious System of Professed Christians in
the Higher and Middle Classes in This
Country,
Contrasted
with
Real
Christianity. It was an instant success,
although Samuel Taylor Coleridge asked
whether Wilberforce cared for the slaves
or only for his own soul.
Wilberforce asserted: “It seems in our
days to be the commonly received opinion that, provided a man admit in general

terms the truth of Christianity, though he
neither know of nor consider much concerning the particulars of the system; and
if he be not habitually guilty of any of the
grosser vices against his fellow-creatures,
we have no great reason to be dissatisfied
with him, or to question the validity of his
claim to the name and privileges of a
Christian.” He came to see the difference
between one who was born again of the
Spirit of God and one who was vaguely
influenced by Christian tenets.
About the year 1811 Thomas
Chalmers — a Moderate clergyman of the
Church of Scotland — was converted to
the evangelical faith. God had used a number of events in his life to drive Chalmers
to justification by faith in Christ alone.
Chalmers had come to know Rev.
Andrew Thomson, the Evangelical minister of St George’s, Edinburgh, from 1814
to 1831; he went through a broken
engagement; and had suffered the deaths,
by consumption (tuberculosis), of a
brother in 1806 and two sisters, in 1808
and 1810. In fact, he himself had been
bed-ridden with consumption, and, while
recuperating, had read Blaise Pascal’s
Pensées, and then William Wilberforce’s A
Practical View.
He testified: “I am now most thoroughly of the opinion … that on the system of Do this and live, no peace … can
ever be attained. It is, Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.”

If modern Christian book catalogues
are an indication of the state of the
Church, we are in deep trouble. Knickknacks, gimmicks, music, videos and CDs
receive most of the publicity. And that a
book like The Prayer of Jabez could top
the best-seller list
is cause for a
If modern
lament not far
Christian book
removed from
catalogues are
that of Elijah in 1
an indication
Kings 19.
of the state of
It must be
the Church,
granted
that
bookishness is
we are in deep
not
godliness:
trouble.
“Of
making
many books there is no end, and much
study is wearisome to the flesh” (Eccles.
12:12). Reading needs to go hand in hand
with living. It is easy enough to become
yet another learned idiot. There are dangers in being light-headed; dangers in
emphasising only the intellect and not the

emotions and the will; and dangers in
being led astray by books that teach error.
Yet for all that, Christians are those
whose minds have been renewed (Rom.
12:1-2). Hence there are injunctions such
as we find in the book of Proverbs: “Wise
people store up knowledge” (Prov. 10:14).
Part of being a Christian is to love God
with all our being, including our minds
(Mt. 22:37), and to destroy arguments
and take every thought captive unto obedience to Christ (2 Cor. 10:4-5). Our love
is to abound with knowledge and all discernment (Phil. 1:9-11). In debate, Jesus
would often say: “Have you not read…?”
(Mt.12:5). Too often these days, the
answer is: “No, I have not.” That is not to
our credit nor to our benefit. John Flavel
surely was right when he declared that
“Unless we have a knowing people, we are
not likely to have a gracious people.”
Peter Barnes, minister of Revesby
Presbyterian Church (NSW), is AP’s books
ap
editor.

T

hus it was that this evangelical chain
stretched from Sibbes to Chalmers,
from the 17th century to the 19th century.
Today, the links might have fallen out due
to too many evenings in front of the television. In his Surprised By Joy, C. S. Lewis
recalls his father’s practice of accumulating books: “My father bought all the
books he read and never got rid of any of
them. There were books in the study,
books in the drawing room, books in the
cloakroom, books (two deep) in the great
bookcase on the landing, books in a bedroom, books piled as high as my shoulder
in the cistern attic, books of all kinds
reflecting every transient stage of my parents’ interest, books readable and unreadable, books suitable for a child and books
most emphatically not. Nothing was forbidden me. In seemingly endless rainy
afternoons I took volume after volume
from the shelves. I had always the same
certainty of finding a book that was new
to me as a man who walks into a field has
of finding a new blade of grass.”
Nowadays, we tend to find TV Week.

MALAWI!
Can you help APWM (Vic.) help the Church grow?
3 appeals have been launched for books and funds for the
• Theological Resource Centre
• Mulanje Mission School
• Rev. Colin M’Bawa
Details available from The Convener, APWM Vic.
pjburns@dodo.net.au (03) 5561 7899
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A woman’s place
Sometimes our Christian heritage must be overcome, not celebrated.

rom the beginning of Christianity,
women have been included in the
New Community. In some times
and places, they have found the
church more affirming and liberating than
their surrounding cultures. But in others,
the church has fallen far from its Bible —
which sees both sexes as of equal worth.
During its early years, Christianity
taught a spiritual unity that at least potentially mitigated the harshness of Roman
law, in which women were considered
non-citizens with no legal rights.
Inequality was everywhere in this system;
for example, while men’s adultery was
assumed, women’s was punishable by
death.
Over against this culture, the ideal of
the early church is captured in the words
of Paul, “Be subject to one another in the
fear of Christ” (Eph 5:21). And women
did, as we will see, gain some status “in
Christ”, filling key roles within the
church.
This continued to be true in the Middle
Ages, when society at large assumed
women would marry and bear many children — indeed, among the elite, parents
often arranged or forced marriage on their

F

Linda
Hartz Rump
daughters. Monastic life offered many
women an attractive alternative. This was
a life of devotion, scholarship, travel, and
spiritual fellowship and equal dialogue

If the church
fathers were
prejudiced
against
women, we
should be
careful not to
absorb their
bias.
with male monastics and church leaders.
Nonetheless, the potential equality
embedded in Jesus’ message often failed
to pan out in the teachings and practice of
the church. In Men and Women in the
Church: Building Consensus on Christian

Master of Arts in Theology
Dr Gerald Bray
Professor of Divinity, Beeson Divinity School,
Samford University, Alabama, USA
Author of The Doctrine of God and other publications

ÔClassical Trinitarian Thought
in Contemporary ApplicationÕ
2-6 August, 2004
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Cost: $515.00 (MA) May be taken for Credit or $225.00 (Audit) Audited
Application Forms and Pre-reading available on request from:
Presbyterian Theological College
684 Elgar Road, Box Hill North, 3129 (03) 9898 9384
info@presbyteriancollege.org
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Leadership (InterVarsity Press, 2003), Dr
Sarah Sumner examines the church’s
decidedly spotty record on treatment of
women.
Sumner cites several expressions of a
deep prejudice against women in the writings of the Church Fathers. The first is
from a third century treatise titled On the
Dress of Women, written and presented to
an audience of women by Tertullian — the
influential teacher and coiner of the term
“Trinity”.
Here Tertullian likens all women to
Eve, calling them “the devil’s gateway”,
“the unsealer of that forbidden tree” and
“she who persuaded him whom the devil
was not valiant enough to attack”. It was
because of Eve, Tertullian argued, and
therefore because of all womankind, that
“God’s image, man” was condemned to
death, and that the Son of God himself
had to come and die. In light of this, he
added, how dare any woman “think about
adorning yourself over and above your
tunics of skins?”
Sumner also cites Ambrose, the bishop
of Milan from 374 to 397. In his treatise
On Paradise, Ambrose wrote that
“though the man was created outside

Prezra
Bible College
and
PCA Ministries
Are YOU willing to STUDY and SERVE
in the Presbyterian Church of South
Australia?
Prezra Bible College offers the ThL
and ThA (ACT) Diplomas FREE.
Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.
Contact: Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel: (08) 8395 7841

Paradise, an inferior place, he is found to
be superior, while woman, though created
in a better place, inside Paradise, is found
inferior”. For Ambrose, it was a fact of
nature that men are superior to women.
Augustine, probably the most famous
theologian in all of church history,
believed that God did not create the
woman for any reason other than procreation. Explicitly he said, “I cannot think of
any reason for woman’s being made as
man’s helper, if we dismiss the reason of
procreation.” He felt that companionship
was no part of God’s plan for the relationship between the sexes. For the purpose
of conversation, he argued, “how much
more agreeable it is for two male friends
to dwell together than for a man and a
woman!”
Declares Sumner, “If the church
fathers were prejudiced against women,
and we know it, then we should be careful
not to absorb their bias.” In other words,
“Traditional Christian thinking is not the
same thing as biblical thinking about
women.”

T

ertullian lived in a Roman culture
where marriage and women were
degraded. And much of early Christian
thought was influenced by Plato and
Aristotle, neither of whom were Christian
thinkers. Aristotle believed that women
were irrational in relation to men and
unequal in virtue.
The idea that women are equal in
worth to men has only recently received
widespread acceptance. As Sumner
argues, we must face the difficult fact that
we do not read Scripture objectively, but
rather through the lenses of a long tradition of gender inequality. When we try to
set these lenses aside, we begin to see a
God who is counter-cultural in this
respect. He is not a respecter of persons
— He shows no partiality (Acts 10:34).
From the Bible, three clear pictures
about women emerge. Together they
show that God is an equal opportunity
Creator, Forgiver, Equipper and
Empowerer.
The first picture is one of creation: we
see that like men, women are created in
God’s image. It takes both male and
female to bear God’s image. We are bone
of man’s bone and flesh of man’s flesh.
(Gen. 2:23). Right after the first woman
was formed and introduced to the first
man, the man was told that from that time
forward, “therefore, a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined (cleave)
to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh”. God blessed both man and woman
and charged them both to have dominion

over the earth. God intended them to
experience oneness and to work — have
dominion — side by side. That’s the first
picture, the creation picture.
Before the second picture, a terrible
event occurs. In Genesis 3, there is the
temptation and the fall. Given free will,
both the woman and the man make disastrous choices. There are stunning consequences, curses from God upon the
tempter, the woman, and the man. But,
there is Good News: both the woman and
the man are eligible for forgiveness. They
can both be restored to a right relationship with God.
Again, God Himself takes the initiative
and provides a way back into fellowship
through the life and death of His Son.
Jesus is the Light that comes into the
world. Men and women who believe in
him are placed together into a new family.
They become the children of God (John
1:12).
In the new “body of Christ”, men and
women are both given gifts for serving
one another. Oneness between a man and
woman in marriage was always God’s idea.
And now, oneness in the body
Has of Christ is
Christianity God’s idea. He is
been oppres- impartial in the
giving of the
sive to gifts. “But now
women? Yes. God has set the
Is Christ? members, each
No. one of them, in
the body just as
He pleases” (1
Cor. 12:18), “for the profit of all” (1 Cor.
12:7).
Where in the Bible record do we see
the consequences for women of this new
order? In Luke 10, Mary sat at Jesus’ feet
and heard his word, and when her sister,
Martha, complained that Mary had left
her to do all the serving (traditionally
woman’s work), Jesus told Martha that
“Mary has chosen the good part, which
will not be taken away from her.”
That is no isolated incident — women
are right there in the centre of things
throughout the New Testament accounts:
Women watched as Jesus died. Women
were at the tomb. Women were included
as Christ followers. They prayed and supported the body of Christ with their gifts
and talents. Later, women such as Priscilla
served as teachers. This second picture of
light shows Jesus not only forgiving
women, but equipping women and welcoming women to learn from him and to
serve the body.
In the third picture, women are of

equal worth in heaven. The third picture is
the eternal picture. In heaven, men and
women will stand shoulder-to-shoulder
praising God. Here is a description from
Revelation 22:3-5: “The throne of God
and of the Lamb is at the centre. His servants will offer God service – worshipping, they’ll look on his face, their foreheads mirroring God. Never again will
there be any night. No one will need
lamplight or sunlight. The shining of
God, the Master, is all the light anyone
needs. And they will rule with him age
after age after age.”

H

as Christianity been oppressive to
women? Yes. Is Christ? No. As the
apostle Paul insisted, “In Christ’s family
there can be no division into Jew and nonJew, slave and free, male and female.
Among us you are all equal. That is, we are
all in common relationship with Jesus
Christ” (Gal. 3:28).
In the beginning, God created man and
woman to have oneness in marriage. In
the body of Christ, the church, God
intends for us to have community with
one another. In eternity in heaven, we will
be praising God together. God’s will is for
men and women to be together, side-byside. His heart is oneness.
Linda Rump holds a Masters of Divinity
degree from Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School in Deerfield, Illinois, and is a wife
and mother of two adult children.
This article is reprinted from Christian
History magazine.
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JULY 2004
21 The General Assembly of the NSW
church holding its meeting in residential mode at Stanwell Tops south of
Sydney; (Rev Dr) Laul Logan,
Moderator, John Irvin, deputy clerk conveners, all members - debates,
teaching and fellowship.
22 Residents and staff at the 19 aged care
facilities of the Presbyterian church of
NSW.
23 Creek Road parish, Carina, Brisbane;
(about 285 c.& a. (communicants and
adherents), 70 y.f. (younger folkSunday School and youth) and 20 e.
(elders). Peter and Joy Barson, with a
vacancy for a colleague.
24 Arabic Evangelical Presbyterian home
mission station , Toongabbie, western
Sydney; with about 110 c.& a. , 70 y.f.
and 5 e. Nabil and Najah Zachary.
25 NSW Assembly Service today at St
Peter's Church, North Sydney, celebrating its 160th Anniversary. Its minister (Rt. Rev. Dr.) Paul Logan, is the
new state Moderator.
26 Swan Hill parish, northern Vic.; with
about 75 c.& a. , 60 y.f. and 2 e. Martin
and Kaylene de Pyle.
27 Oakey home mission station , Qld
Darling Downs; with about 25 c.& a. ,
55 y.f. and 1 e. (Very Rev Dr) Ken
Gardner who is also laying down the
Clerkship of the Qld Assembly after
24 years.
28 Presbytery of Central Queensland
(formerly Rockhampton); 6 parishes
and 1 home mission station totaling
some 19 congregations with 740 communicants and adherents; 2 retired
ministers, 1 under jurisdiction, 1 theological candidate; Charles Kennedy ,
Clerk
29 Nerida Bell APWM partner church
worker from Ashfield NSW teaching
English in Japan.
30 Moderator, preachers and filling of the
vacant Belconnen home mission station, Canberra ; with about 60 c.& a. ,
10 y.f. and 6 e.
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31 Wilston - Newmarket - Windsor
parish, inner northern Brisbane; with
about 85 c.& a. , 20 y.f. and 5 e. Eric
and Heather Noble.
AUGUST 2004
1 Richard and Linda Buchanan APWM /
Wycliffe Bible Translators partner society workers from Peninsula parish representing WBT in Qld and coordinating short term mission programmes.
2 Shoalhaven parish NSW south coast
comprising Nowra, Ulladulla,
Greenwell Point, Shoalhaven Heads
and Bomaderry; with about 380 c.& a. ,
35 y.f. and 22 e. David and Margaret
Robson.
3 Michael Graham APWM associate
worker from South Yarra, Melbourne
serving in the USA defending the
Biblical worldview.
4 Andrew and Fleur Letcher APWM /
WBT partner society workers from
Eltham,Victoria serving in Aircraft
engineering and teaching in Papua
New Guinea.
5 Historic Ann Street parish, in Brisbane
CBD; with about 165 c.& a. , 60 y.f.
and 17 e. Arch and Heather MacNicol
and Ron Clark now working as
Christian Education Coordinator.
6 Praise God for 200 years witness of the
British and Foreign Bible Society and
for the first complete Bible in an
Australian aboriginal language - Kriol
for northern Australia. Pray for all
work of the Bible Societies.
7 Noorat parish, western Victoria; with
about 80 c.& a. , 15 y.f. and 5 e. Barry
and Suzanne Oakes.
8 Presbytery of the Northern Rivers,
NSW; 12 parishes totaling 32 congregations with 2180 communicants and
adherents; 2 retired ministers, 1 under
jurisdiction, 1 theological candidate;
Keith Boulden , Clerk
9 Andres and Andrea Miranda, planting
the new Brimbank congregation in the
Melton parish , westerrn Melbourne Peter and Ruth Owen.
10 Henty parish southern NSW including
Lockhart, Yerong Creek, Culcairn and
Pleasant Hills; with about 170 c.& a. ,

30 y.f. and 12 e. Michael and Corrine O
Connor.
11 Robyn Davies APWM / WBT partner
society worker from Strathfield, NSW,
and Elizabeth Fritzell (from Sweden)
translating Scripture in the Ramoaaina
language, PNG.
12 Engadine - Helenburgh parish. Southern
Sydney; with about 45 c.& a. , 10 y.f.
and 6 e. Phil Simmons, who is also
Mission Partners (APWM) administrator, and Glenda.
13 The five speakers and all participants at
the Biblical Worldview training "Fire
on the Mountain" this weekend at
Mount Tamborine, SE Qld - the parish
has about 230 c.& a. , 65 y.f. and 5 e.
Kim and Sandra Dale.
14 The extension ministry of the
Consortium of Reformed College
including lectures in the Brisbane CBD
and nine students using internet technology at Dalby in western Qld. Peter
Richardson.
15 Blackburn appointment parish,
Melbourne; with about 35 c.& a. , 2 y.f.
and 5 e. Peter Locke, interim moderator, supplying.
16 Presbytery of Melbourne North; 8
parishes and 2 home mission station s
totaling 15 congregations with 800
communicants and adherents; 1 hospital chaplain, 1 missionary, 1 minister
under jurisdiction, 3 theological candidates; Reg Butcher, Clerk
17 Pray for the persecuted Christians and
oppressed 21 million people of North
Korea, faced with extreme repressing
and starvation.
18 Kurri Kurri / Rutherford parish, NSW
Hunter Valley; with about 90 c.& a. , 20
y.f. and 7 e. The Rutherford church was
recently damaged by fire. Kevin
Cooper, Interim Moderator, and Jenny.
19 Peninsula parish, north Brisbane
(Woody Point and Scarborough); with
about 145 c.& a. , 55 y.f. and 8 e. Peter
and Katrina Whitney.
20 Randwick Indonesian parish, Sytdney;
with about 450 c.& a. , 250 y.f. and 7e.
Joni and Oen Lie Lan Tjiong,, and Joe
and Mavis Mock.
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Books
Cracking
Da Vinci’s Code
James Garlow & Peter Jones
Colorado Springs: Victor, 2004.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

IVinci
n 2003 Dan Brown published The Da
Code, which purported to be an historical novel that, using a code in da Vinci,
revealed the truth about Jesus of
Nazareth. A year after its publication, The
Da Vinci Code has sold more than six million hardback copies. As a work, it is more
novel than history, but it can only be a sign
of the present hostility to the Christian
faith that a work making such ludicrous
claims can become so popular.
Filled with a heavy dose of paranoia
and armed with a conspiratorial view of
history, Dan Brown draws his readers into
the “real” facts — that Jesus had sexual
relations with Mary Magdalene, that the
Bible was decided upon in the days of the
emperor Constantine (who died in 337),
and that in 325 the Council of Nicaea
voted that Jesus was divine, in a kind of
ecclesiastical promotion, all to serve the
interests of the male bishops. Mary
Magdalene herself is supposed to be the
Holy Grail — a secret guarded by the
Priory of Sion. Alas, for Brown, the Priory
of Sion is a hoax dating only from 1954.
Brown is relying on the so-called
Gnostic Gospels, none of which can be
dated in the first century and none of
which be can regarded as reliable, let alone
authoritative. He also claims that five million women were tortured by the Church
over a period of 300 years. In actual fact,
the dreadful witch trials, from 1450 to
1750, probably claimed more like 40,000
to 50,000 lives, about 20 per cent of them
men.
In the end, Brown is proclaiming an
ancient message — that the way to the
divine is via the sexual act. Such a message
is likely to be welcomed by a beleaguered
National Rugby League, but the motives
might be regarded as suspect by the more
discerning ladies about town.
Garlow and Jones have written a simple and capable rebuttal of all this nonsense. For all that, it is a bit much to claim
that Martin Luther could never have
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become the leader of the Reformation if it
had not been for his wife, Katherina von
Bora, and references to Catherine Booth
as a preacher and to Aimee Semple
McPherson as a saint, however tarnished,
are out of place. Finally, Christianity was
not outlawed in the second century —
from the beginning it was an illicit religion, but the first empire-wide persecution was that of the emperor Decius in
249-250.
Critical standards must have just about
collapsed in a Christophobic heap if a
work like The Da Vinci Code can find a
publisher, let alone readers by the millions.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

The Ephesians Series
DM Lloyd-Jones
Banner of Truth, 2004
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

T

he absolute bargain of the year! I
walked into Koorong and could not
believe my eyes! The complete set (eightvolume paperback) for less than $90!
Normally one hardback sells for $50, so
this represents amazing value for money.
Koorong only has 250 sets and they are
selling like hot cakes! I believe moves are
afoot to make the complete set of DML-J
on Romans available as well soon — let’s
hope so. As we wait, don’t miss
Ephesians. And we can thank one of our
elders for suggesting these paperback editions to the Banner of Truth!

Love Rules
The Ten Commandments for the 21st
Century.
Church and Nation Committee,
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, 2004.
Reviewed by Bill Muehlenberg

Q
uiz time. When was the last time you
read a book on the Ten Commandments?
Indeed, when was the last time you read
the Ten Commandments? Better still, can
you name all Ten Commandments?
I suspect that most people cannot
name all ten, and that would include
Christians as well. Given the very real
importance of the Ten Commandments
to believers, it is surprising that we are so
ignorant of them. This little book (100
pages) seeks to correct that shortcoming.
Composed by a number of leading
lights in the Presbyterian Church in

Australia, this volume contains short but
weighty chapters on each commandment,
along with several introductory and concluding chapters.
The Presbyterian authors here all agree
that the liberating gospel of Christ makes
little sense without the law. Now the issue
of the relationship between law and grace,
or law and gospel, is a complex and highly
debated subject within the Christian
church. Indeed, the broader relationships
between the Old Testament and the New
is also the subject of much debate.
The position taken here is that several
extremes must be avoided. We should not
preach the law without the gospel. But
neither should we preach the gospel without the law. (Of course mention can be
made of those who preach neither law nor
gospel, but that is another matter.)
That the law is important is highlighted
in the introductory piece by Peter Barnes.
He rightly points out that while the
Western world is afflicted with increasing
sin, it is also suffering from a decreasing
sense of sin. We are sinning more but
recognising it less.
John Davies reminds us (Protestants at
least) that keeping the Ten Commandments is not the means of gaining salvation or relationship with God. Rather
they spell out a relationship with God and
how it should develop; a relationship initiated by divine grace, not our own achievements.
Greg Goswell in his discussion of the
fifth commandment reminds us that the
first four have to do with our relationship
with God, while the last six spell out interpersonal relationships. We cannot rightly
treat one another if we do not have our
relationship with God right.
In an age that has rejected law and
morality, the message of the Ten
Commandments needs to be loudly
repeated. In an age where moral absolutes
have been jettisoned, the law needs to be
reaffirmed. This book does a good job of
challenging the amoral and antinominian
world we live in. Christians of all stripes
will profit greatly from reading it.
Bill Muehlenberg is vice-president of the
Australian Family Association
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Why manners matter
A society that mistakes civility for servility will devour itself

t 6.35 on a wintry night recently I
arrived at Melbourne’s Spencer
Street platform 10 as a new driver
climbed into a train. The destination sign on the front was vacant. I
pointed at it and, smiling, spread my
hands in an interrogative gesture. He
stared at me, face immobile, then blasted
his horn — one of the hideous loud ones
— less than a metre from me.
Head ringing (it took a couple of days
to recover), I reflected: Does Connex
have an IQ test for its drivers, through
which the company rigorously excludes
anyone who scores more than 80? Or did
he somehow sneak through? As P.G.
Wodehouse once put it, he showed the
mentality of a cockroach — and not an
ordinary cockroach at that, but one which
has been dropped on its head as a baby.
Then I thought: no, don’t condemn a
whole class of transport professionals —
it’s just that this one is a yob. This is not
an elitist observation. Yobs can come in
pin-striped suits and be found behind bars
in venues as various as pubs, court rooms
and jails.
A yob is one who mistakes civility for
servility, who thinks any act of politeness
diminishes him. It’s as though the world
has a finite store of civility, and he’s not
willing to draw down his account for anyone else.

A
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ivility is the social glue that gets us
through. It is much more than standing up for the elderly in the train, or
avoiding public eructation, desirable
though these may be. It has a profound
theological foundation in the command
of Jesus to love our neighbours as ourselves — which may involve more than
civility but can scarcely involve less.

Barney
Zwartz
And at a time when selfishness is
increasingly enshrined in our economic
institutions, in government policy, in
advertising and other important social
influences — and when institutions such
as the church which were supposed to
uphold and model civility are less
esteemed — the need is more desperate
than ever.
Civility is based on the other-awareness that undergirds so much of morality,
and religion too.
The word comes
Because we’ve from the Latin
cried wolf for “civis”, or citizen,
generations and originally redoesn’t mean ferred to good
citizenship. And
that the pack essentially it still
isn’t now does: civility is
slavering at behaviour proper
our heels. to the interaction
of civilised people.
Nicole Brillante and Peter Saunders, in
a paper 18 months ago for the Centre for
Independent Studies, identified three elements: civility as respect for others, civility as public behaviour, and civility as selfregulation. Thus, they say, “civility is
behaviour in public which demonstrates
respect for others and which entails curtailing one’s own immediate self-interest
when appropriate. Defined in this way,
civility is clearly a demanding public virtue
... a big ask.”

And civility matters, they argue, not
merely because it is a moral virtue but
because it enables social cooperation (it
builds and sustains social capital) and that
in its absence repression looms as an alternative. The self regulation civility
demands is all that stands between us and
increasing coercion by the state.
It was the breakdown of civility at
junior football matches two years ago that
led the Bracks Government to consider
imposing a parental code of conduct (they
later released a guide). As Edmund Burke
wrote more than 200 years ago, “men are
qualified for civil liberty in exact proportion to their own disposition to put moral
chains upon their own appetites”.

S

ome will say my lament is merely a
sign of age. It is true that, as I pass
from mature to spritely (sort of), I find
myself more inclined to agree with
Jeremiah that the hearts of men are desperately wicked and deceitful above all
things. The old have always bemoaned the
manners of the young: in ancient Rome,
Cicero famously exclaimed “O tempora,
O mores!” (Oh the times, oh, the manners!).
But just because we’ve cried wolf for
generations doesn’t mean that the pack
isn’t now slavering at our heels.
Is it too late? Let’s not accept that.
Let’s rather remember the advice Lady
Montagu gave her daughter in the 18th
century: civility costs nothing and buys
everything.
Barney Zwartz is The Age’s religion editor.
This article first appeared in that newspaper’s opinion page.
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