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editorial

I

t is not uncommon for people in the grip of addictive
habits to seek the help of ministers. Such a person
approached me recently. The man, in his mid-40s, told
me that he was drinking almost three cartons of beer a
day. His dependence began when his daughter was murdered. Since then, his marriage had dissolved and he had
lapsed into continual drunkenness. He drank, he said, to
dull the pain.
As we sat together, tears ran down his face every time he
mentioned the loss of his daughter and the misery of his
addiction. I asked him several times whether he was seeking
release from his terrible bondage, but each time he told me
that he didn’t think it was possible. He said he had a disease.
He had come into the church to pray, but didn’t believe that
God could deliver him from his slavery to alcohol.
Such is the personal hell of many addicts. They hate the
destructive effects of what they are doing to themselves, but
feel powerless to change their circumstances. Why? Because
so many of them feel that they are afflicted by a disease or a
physical disorder over which they have no control. This
view has been given some credence in recent years as
researchers on the human genome project have speculated
whether certain genes predispose us to conditions such as
alcoholism.
Although looking at addiction as a disease is a useful way
to remind ourselves that we can feel overwhelmed by a power
other than our own will, it is, nevertheless, a limited perspective. As a model for understanding addictive behaviour, it
omits two crucial elements, namely, our inherited sinful
nature and the fact that we freely choose to sin, even when we
are enslaved by it.
When we fail to see that sin plays a major role in all forms
of “addictive” behaviour, it leaves the addict with a sense of
hopelessness. If Jesus is only a saviour from sin, can an addict
who believes that his problem is basically medical/genetic find
any release in the Gospel? As we learn in this June issue,
addiction is more than a medical problem. It is also a spiritual
one that is amenable to Christ’s power and cure.
Peter Hastie
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Unhooking ourselves
When we see addiction for what it is, we can beat it.

D

r Edward T. Welch is Professor of
Practical
Theology
at
Westminster
Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia, USA. He
holds graduate degrees in theology and
psychology, including a PhD in psychology. He has worked as a research associate
in electrophysiology, served as a counsellor for more than 20 years with the
Christian Counselling and Educational
Foundation in Pennsylvania and served on
the faculty of Westminster Seminary since
1981.
Dr Welch has written several books,
including The Counsellor’s Guide to the
Brain and its Disorders; Addictive
Behavior; Blame it on the Brain; When
People are Big and God is Small. He has
also been a contributor to Leadership
Handbooks of Practical Theology; Healing
the Children of War and Power Religion.
He is also a regular contributor to the
Journal of Biblical Counselling where he
has written on such diverse subjects as
suffering, depression, attention deficit
disorder, multiple personality disorder
and the use of Scripture in counselling.

Ed Welch
talks to

Peter Hastie
He spoke to Peter Hastie at the
Christian Counselling and Education
Foundation in Philadelphia.

Dr Welch, what is meant by the term
addiction?
We can think of addiction in one of
two ways: first, we can try to describe a
particular addiction, or alternatively we
can try to explain it. From a descriptive
point of view, it simply means that something has a hold of you. It takes possession of you in some way and you feel
enslaved by it.
Some people talk about it as though they
are locked in a prison cell and they don’t
know where the key is, or even if a key
exists. They have a sense of being trapped
and enslaved by something outside of them.
It’s usually some sort of substance. That’s
the descriptive way of referring to addiction.
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However, when most people speak of
addiction, they usually provide some form
of explanation for it too. When this happens, they often suggest that their sense
of enslavement is caused by some physical
substance – like a narcotic drug or alcohol.
Personally, I have no trouble describing
addictions in the commonly accepted
ways. But as a Christian I have a different
explanation for addiction.

Are there any other features apart
from a feeling of being trapped?
From the perspective of outside
observers, addicts are often people who
are impervious to wise counsel. Advice
just rolls off them like water off a duck’s
back. They also frequently ignore the horrible consequences of their addictive
behaviour on their health, their finances
and their families. The writer of Proverbs
puts it in strong terms like this: “As a dog
returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his
folly” (Prov. 26:11). People may agree
about their behaviour, but will still continue with their addictions despite any
advice to the contrary.

Are there many different types of
addiction?
The possibilities are almost endless.
But usually counsellors are faced with a
triad of addictions which we call “the
appetites”. When we think of the
appetites biblically, we’re thinking of alcohol and drugs as being one particular category. Sex is certainly another one.

Are cigarettes in there?
I’m thinking biblically first. Cigarettes
weren’t around as far as I know in biblical
times. I’m thinking of drugs and alcohol,
and then all kinds of sexual problems. Of
course, the third category would include
addictions to food – gluttony and all those
sorts of things. They would be the three
original addictions as you see them in
Scripture.
However, there are different variations
on the theme. Obviously, cigarettes are in
there somewhere because they are the
trigger for strong addiction. Some would
argue that cigarettes are the most addictive substance that’s known to us. Along
with cocaine, cigarettes are vying for
number one.
The important thing to remember is
that there’s a common factor that links
these three main appetites as well as most
other addictions – some form of physical
pleasure. It’s not always the case, but it’s
often so.

What are the most common addictions that you see in counseling?
The most obvious ones involve drugs
and alcohol because they tend to be loud.
A person who struggles with alcohol is
going to have some brushes with the law
over their driving. That’s often the case.
Their families will usually realise that
something is going on. So drugs and alcohol tend to be obvious.
However, I suspect that most people
would agree that in sheer terms of numbers, the most common addictions are
sexual ones.
Here I’d rank addiction to pornography as the most common sexual addiction. These days it usually starts with
internet pornography, and from there on
it moves up to more risqué/adult videos,
and then on to phone calls to sex hotlines.

Do sexual addictions affect both men
and women?
As a counsellor, I don’t see pornography affecting women in quite the same
way as it affects men. I do think that equal
opportunity in the market place has led to
more and more equal opportunity in

terms of sins. There is certainly a lot more
written about female sexual predators
these days, and there are certainly women,
teenagers in particular, who will pursue
men, particularly teenage boys in their
school, and try to coerce them into some
sort of sexual relationship. I’m certainly
hearing more of that than I did before.
But I don’t come across many women
who are addicted to pornography in quite
the same way as men in my line of work.

Do addictions just happen?
Not really. When I first heard about
addiction, people would often refer to it in
ways that suggested that once you tried
something once, you were hooked. I’d
hear statements like: “Don’t even try
heroin once, because if you do you will
love it and you will never stop.” That gave
me the impression that addiction was like
a light switch. It was OK while the switch
was “off ”, but once you switched it “on”,
it stayed “on”.
H o w e v e r,
when you trace
the history of a
I suspect that
person’s addiction, you usumore people
ally find that it’s
are addicted to
a bit more ordichocolate than
nary. It often
to alcohol.
begins with saying “no”, at least
initially. I think
that’s what usually happens. People see the consequences
of a particular addiction and say “no” a
few times. The problem is that they stay
around folks who are involved in these
behaviours. After a while it doesn’t seem
quite so bad, so they finally say “yes”. And
once they say “yes”, it’s easy for them to
say “yes” again.
After they say “yes” again, they often
get into a routine which is usually private.
And once they do it privately, they discover even more reasons for doing it. For
example, the original purpose might have
simply been, “I just want to hang out with
my friends”, but after a while it has
become “Hey, I feel like I’m part of this
group; I’m accepted by these people.”
Then a bit further down the track it
becomes “Hey, this can help me out when
I’m feeling low”, or “this can be a way to
celebrate when there is something good”,
or “this can be a way to punish other people”. So gradually the purposes accumulate over time, and it goes from something
that may have been quite peripheral to a
person’s life to something that’s central to
their existence.

Is there a compulsive element that is
common to all addictions? I mean
you don’t see people getting addicted
to orange juice, do you?
If you look hard enough you’re bound
to find some orange juice addicts out
there. But we need to realise that there are
some things that people enjoy more than
others. I suspect that there are more people addicted to chocolate than there are to
alcohol. I believe there would be more
people who would like to say “no” to it,
but they find it irresistible and they can’t
stop. However, the main difference
between “chocoholism” and alcoholism is
that alcoholism has far more serious consequences as an addiction.

So what is it about addictions that are
bad? Is it wrong to enjoy the pleasure
of chocolate?
Not at all. “Everything God created is
good and nothing is to be rejected” (1
Tim. 4:4). That includes chocolate. But
there are always boundaries in the enjoyment of these good things.
For instance, God obviously created
sex to be good within certain boundaries
(Gen. 1:31). Eating is obviously good
within certain boundaries. Many
Christians, not all, would say that even
alcohol is good within certain boundaries.
But the nature of addictions is that they
refuse to recognise boundaries. They are
good things that run absolutely amuck.

What is it that ultimately drives an
addiction? Is there a common factor?
You are probably aware that until now
I’ve avoided the dirty word, “sin”. But as
you can see, I’m hovering around it. If you
believe that sin is the central feature of
addictions, then the question is, “What
causes us to sin?” And it’s at that point
that you descend into mysteries because
sin has no cause other than itself.
I mean, you can describe sin. Sin is “I
want”, “I must have”, “I need”. I think
this is one of the premier descriptions of
sin. It is placing ourselves and our desires
at the very centre of the world to the
exclusion of God. So we can describe it.
We should also recognise that sin may
serve a number of purposes in our lives.
For example, an addiction can serve the
purpose of alleviating personal distress. If
there is something especially difficult, say
a problem at work, whatever it might be,
it’s a way to reduce the pressure. As
Christians we would probably put it a little bit differently. We would say it’s a way
to manage life apart from faith in Jesus
Christ. It is something I trust in apart
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from Jesus. So if you are looking for an
ultimate explanation for addictions, you
are drawn back to the nature of the human
heart and to the question: “Why do we
sin?” All that we can say at this point is
that we sin because this side of heaven we
are sinners. What we can do however is
describe the features of sin in a person’s
life. And it’s often the case that people
who are struggling with addictions are
trying to alleviate some kind of personal
distress.

Why are people generally unwilling
to listen to spiritual solutions to the
problem of addiction?
I think that one of the reasons that the
church has lost a voice in the dialogue
over addictions, at least in the US, is that
our culture has no other category to
understand addictions apart from the
physical body. I think most people today
have an Arminian notion of sin which
regards sin as a very self-conscious act. Sin
is seen more as the high-handed rebellion
that is spoken of in the Old Testament.
But, of course, if this is the only way that
you think about sin, then you are not
going to understand sin in relation to
addiction. Most addicts don’t see themselves as sinning with a high-hand. They
see themselves as having a sickness or
being victims. So it’s not surprising that
their eyes glaze over when you point out
that their addiction is a sin. They are not
necessarily being hard-hearted; it’s just
that they don’t understand what you are
talking about because it doesn’t fit with
their understanding of sin as something
which is very deliberate and premeditated.

So most addicts feel helpless, like a
tiny cork floating on a big sea?
That’s right. Actually, that’s a good
definition of addictions. “I feel helpless
before this particular substance.” Addicts
don’t wake up in the morning and say: “I
can’t wait to lie to my spouse; I can’t wait
to burn through all my finances; I can’t
wait to trash my body; I want to drink
myself stupid and get a miserable
headache to boot.” Nobody does that. It’s
just not the way an addict thinks. They
wake up with the best of intentions, and
all of a sudden it seems like things happen
to them.
The real problem in the US is that we
have too narrow a view of sin. Scripture
sees sin in far broader and more subtle
terms. Not all sins are self-conscious and
high-handed; in fact, they’re the rarer
ones. The more common sins are the
kinds of sins where we start out with good
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intentions but then stumble into wrongdoing. Have you noticed how some of the
Bible images of sin refer to it as dark,
enslaving and sneaky? It’s this wild animal
that’s lurking behind the door seeking to
devour us (Gen. 4:7). Since we rarely
mention this particular side of sin, it’s not
surprising that addicts don’t feel as
though we are communicating with them
when we say that sin lies at the heart of
their addiction. Because addicts often feel
so helpless they assume that there must be
something which is physically wrong with
them. They think of their problem as a
virus that has somehow taken possession
of them.

Calvin defined
sin as voluntary slavery –
a great
definition of
addiction.

Is there an element of idolatry in
addiction?
Well, let’s begin by reminding ourselves that sin appears in different forms
of dress at different times. On some occasions it presents as high-handed rebellion.
At other times, it manifests itself as a form
of slavery.
Interestingly, Calvin once summarised
sin as voluntary slavery. That’s a great
description of the nature of sin, and a
great description of addictions. It
describes perfectly the sense of helplessness that a person feels and the anxiety
they have about being out of control.
Now idolatry is one of the most serious manifestations of sin in the Bible –
certainly in the Old Testament. If you go
into an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting
you will sense that these people have
come out of some sort of cult which was
controlled by some unseen power. They
had worshipped something in this cult.
And you will quickly learn that whatever
it was that they’d worshipped didn’t treat
them too well. I almost always get that
sense when I hear them speak.
Obviously alcoholism fits very neatly
with the biblical description of idolatry.
Have you noticed how it combines several
of the main features of sin? What lies at
the root of idolatry? We practise idolatry
because we want to be free to worship as
we please. We reject the true God but we
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need something to plug up the spiritual
gap. We also engage in idolatry because we
have our desires. We worship in order to
manipulate the gods and get them to give
us what we want – to satisfy our desires.
There is that purposeful nature to idolatry.
But there’s another feature to idolatry;
you get enslaved to what you worship.
You may feel as if you are in control. You
may be thinking: “I’m the one who’s
manipulating the idol to get what I want”,
but all the while the idol – deaf, dumb and
blind though it might be – has taken you
captive.
Adultery, by the way, would be just a
more personal version of that. Here the
question is not so much “Who will you
worship?” Rather, the question here is,
“Who do you love and what is it that you
love more than anything else?” It really
emphasises the personal affection for the
beloved substance.

Is it appropriate to talk about addiction as foolishness?
The word “foolishness” might sound
highly inflammatory because Jesus condemns anyone who calls another a fool in
the Sermon on the Mount. But it’s used in
the book of Proverbs. So I’m using “foolishness” in the technical Proverbs sense of
the word.
The fool in the book of Proverbs (and
all of us have the potential to be one) is
one who doesn’t make a connection
between cause and effect. He can’t see the
results of his actions. That’s the first characteristic. The second feature of foolishness is that you do what comes naturally –
instinctively – rather than count to ten
before you do it.
The other feature of a fool is that he
does not seek counsel. In fact, if counsel is
given to foolish people, the counsel tends
to be resisted. A fool persists against
counsel and against bad consequences in
whatever behaviours he engages in. In this
sense, addicts are involved in foolish
behaviour.

Does Scripture have all the answers
for out-of-control appetites? How
does it help with heroin addiction, for
instance, or are we forced to rely
upon medical remedies?
Presently, there is no race between
Scripture’s solutions and those of medicine. Medicine is the only game in town,
at least in the US. The church has a very
small voice but it’s a growing one. As
modern medicine realises that there are
more addicts than ever before, and as it
realises that there are as many recidivists

as there ever were before, it creates opportunities for alternative paradigms that try
to explain addiction. This gives us an
opening to speak the truth in love to people who are struggling with addictions.

Are there many people in the medical
fraternity who recognise this?
The American Medical Association has
officially stated for decades that addictions are primarily a physical problem
with psychological and spiritual consequences. This is not a particularly helpful
model. However, more and more people
are raising questions about this medical
model. They are not sure what the alternatives might be, but there are more and
more people who are doing it who are
wise, secular people. Most of the critics
aren’t Christians. They are actually people
who have studied addictions and are suggesting that there have to be some fresh
ways to approach it. So, again, I believe
that even though the church’s voice is
small, there are wonderful opportunities.

Is addiction a physical problem?
Sometimes it can be. Sometimes there
are physical treatments that are appropriate, but the Scripture looks at it in a different way.
Let me look at the problem of addiction from the perspective of idolatry. The
Bible warns us about the peril of leaving
our hearts exposed to a number of dangerous things that can win our affections.
We can leave our hearts unprepared,
somewhat indifferent to those things, and
we can experiment with them and suddenly find ourselves losing control. It can
happen with drugs, alcohol, sex, whatever
it may be. Slowly but surely we develop an
appetite for these things. We like these
addictions and practise them, so we
become experts at them. In fact, we practise them even to the point of obsession,
enslavement, worship and love.
When you look at Proverbs 26:29,
you’ll notice that it has a wonderful
description of a drinker. It begins by asking: “Who has woe, who has sorrow?” In
other words, the writer of Proverbs is
observing that people who practise addictive sin for longer periods of time suffer
personal tragedy. Practised sin leads to
tragedy. The tragedy can be a divorce, or
liver disease or all kinds of physical ailments. The tragedy can also be that the
person’s body is accustomed to the drug
and alcohol, and the person’s body is saying “If I’m going to feel normal, I need to
have the drug or alcohol”. That would be
the more technical sense of addiction –

where the body is physically pleading for
more of the addictive substance.
So if you ask: “Is addiction a physical
problem?” the answer is “It can be.” It’s
often the tragedy that results from practised sin. It is often appropriate for a person who is a very long-term practised
drinker or drug user to be in a monitored
situation where there are medical people
to help them if they suffer withdrawal
symptoms. As Christians we would say
that that would be a wise way to deal with
the tragic consequences of sin. If there is a
physical problem we certainly need to
address that. But we must also get down
to the real roots of addiction in the person’s heart. In other words, we have to
take our own souls to task. If we find ourselves stuck in sin, the Scripture calls us to
battle and when your right arm offends
you, you cut it off, when your right eye
offends you, you pluck it out. When you
find that sin has
taken a stranglehold of your life,
you take your
Why do we sin?
soul to task. You
violently seize
The answer
back control.
is simple:

That sounds
drastic.

because we
like to sin.

That’s right, it
is. In AA, which
uses the disease
model to explain addiction, you don’t get
the opportunity to really take that drastic
kind of action with your heart. The other
dilemma with the “disease model” is that
people can turn to Christ, but they tend
to regard him more as a helper or a healer.
They don’t look at him as a redeemer. He
is not a liberator from our own desires.
He is not the one who is more attractive
than the object we are presently worshipping.

What are the major deceptions that
addicts have about God and themselves?
The deceptions about God are that He
is not good or generous. Satan also
encourages us to believe that we can find
goodness outside the rule of Christ. That
is the original deception, and we just have
variations on that particular theme.
I’ve never thought that Satan was very
creative, in part because he never had to
be. He has one theme and he sticks with
it. The theme is that there is life outside of
the presence of God. He likes to point to
the boundaries around us and suggest that
there is something good right outside

those boundaries. He insinuates that God
is holding out on us and that he is somehow stingy. Satan hates to have people
read things like Isaiah 55, where the Lord
invites people to a banquet and where he
says that we will not find satisfaction anywhere else, and the satisfaction we find in
Him will be greater than anything we can
possibly imagine.

Thousands of heavy drinkers and
drug users say they have uncontrollable cravings. Doesn’t that suggest
that the problem is a biochemical
one?
Not necessarily. When a person says
that they have a craving, it means that they
really like a substance or thing. That’s the
description of a craving. You really like it.
The way the word is used today may certainly lead us to think that there is a physical cause for the desire, but actually the
word fits perfectly into the Christian
understanding of sin.
Ask yourself this question: what are
people addicted to? Is anybody ever
addicted to something that they hate? The
answer is “No”. Ask yourself a further
question: why do we sin? The answer is
simple: because we like to sin. There’s
something compulsive about it. We may
say that we hate sin but the reason we
keep going back to it is because we like it.
We desperately want it. In this sense a
craving has identical characteristics to sin.
This suggests that our problems are not
simply biochemical.

Do people who are addicted to alcohol or drugs have certain common
traits? For example, do some of them
feel socially insecure without alcohol?
As a Christian counsellor I try to be
agnostic about this to some extent
because it helps me to listen better to
those who are struggling with the problem. Obviously, if people find certain situations uncomfortable they will take measures to avoid them or limit the discomfort they feel. This is a fairly typical
response with people who struggle with
alcohol and drugs.
However, people can have many other
reasons for developing a dependence on
alcohol and I want to be careful that I
don’t reduce them down to one in particular. If a counsellor does that, it might
prevent him from listening to some of the
other purposes that people have in the use
of alcohol or drugs. For instance, some
users of cocaine take it because it gives
them a sense of power. Some people use
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alcohol because it makes them less selfconscious. All of a sudden they are no
longer afraid of others. They can become
bold or flirtatious and are not as sensitive
to rejection.
What we have to realise is that the purposes of people’s hearts are manifold, and
I think the biblical approach to addiction
should embrace as many of these purposes as we can identify. We don’t help
people if we cannot identify the purpose
they have in developing an alcohol dependence.

Are there certain steps that lead people to addiction, for example, into
teenage drug abuse?
Yes, there are certainly well-identified
steps to addictions. With drug abuse, the
steps usually include cigarette-smoking.
In the USA it would be under-age cigarette-smoking. You’re not allowed to buy
cigarettes here until you are 16. Most people who’ve been involved with drugs have
been involved in under-aged smoking and
drinking. Often the parents tend to be
quite relieved that their children are only
doing under-age smoking and drinking,
and that they are not using illegal drugs.
The problem is that these teenagers have
already crossed the boundary.

Why do teens smoke? Is it because it’s
a sign that “I’ve arrived” or is it
because they develop a craving for
nicotine?
Initially, it’s a sign that “I’ve arrived”,
but nicotine is a powerful drug in its own
right that has a physically addictive quality
to it. Many today look on smoking as a
relatively harmless activity, but in this
country at least, cigarettes along with
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alcohol are the gateway to illegal drugs.

As a church leader, what would you
be saying to people in your congregation about how they can best drugproof the kids in their church?
To begin with, I think we need to
remember that it’s not necessarily mandatory for teenagers to go through a rebellious period. Too many people assume
this, but I don’t think that Scripture
requires us to form this view of young
people. Having said that, I believe that
there are at least two things that parents
can do to protect
their
children
against some of
The most fruit- the dangers that
ful thing we they will face in
teenage
can do is pre- their
years.
sent Christ in
The first is
all his wonder, that we need to
attractiveness cultivate a relaand power. tionship with our
kids where we
can speak honestly with them.
This is one of the best ways to drug-proof
them. For instance, if as a parent you have
sinned in your home, then ask your children to forgive you. That kind of humility
and acknowledgement of sin creates a
context where people can speak openly
about their own struggles. So that’s one
thing: be completely honest with your
kids about your sin. They need to see how
the Gospel speaks to you in the midst of
your own struggles. It’s okay to talk about
these things in your own home.
The second thing we need to do, both
as families and churches, is to communi-

COUNTRY & TERTIARY STUDENTS
ACCOMMODATION
We aim at providing not only first class accommodation but an
atmosphere where young people can grow through pastoral care
and the opportunity to study God’s word.
These units are under direct on-site management.

APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM:
Mrs. J. Baldwin, Honorary Secretary
Presbyterian Council for Students’ Residences
1 Rosemeadow Drive Cape Cabarita, 2137.
Phone: (02) 8765 1642
Managers’ Phone: (02) 9569 7613
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cate the beauty of Christ. Jonathan
Edwards emphasised the importance of
making Christ attractive. We should love
God because of His own intrinsic worth
and glory. As the psalmist says: “Whom
have I in heaven but You? And earth has
nothing I desire besides You” (Psalm
73:25). We need to ask ourselves: “How
can we exalt Jesus Christ in such a way
that he is immensely attractive?” We
should want Christ to be presented in a
way that is surprising, that takes people
off guard, and woos them to him. The
most fruitful thing we can do is to present
Christ in all his wonder, attractiveness and
power. If we do those two things in our
homes and in our churches, namely, speak
honestly about our sin and present Christ
in all his attractive power, it will be a valuable protection for all kinds of sin, not
just addictive sins.

What help can you offer an addict
that a doctor can’t?
I can surprise the person by not standing in judgment over them. I can remind
them that God can offer them something
that far surpasses any earthly joy. I can say
I have a ticket to the best banquet in town
(Isaiah 55:1ff).This banquet offers something far better than they could ever gain
through their addictions.
Of course, that doesn’t mean that people will necessarily respond to my invitation at that moment. But I would like
them to think that they can trust me as a
friend and come to me for help. When the
Spirit moves them, I would like them to
think of me as the guy who showed them
where they could find the best of the
“good life”.
So what do I do when I find someone
struggling with addictions?
I am always moved by compassion
because I know that they are struggling
with the deception and bondage of sin. I
always try to speak with them about
Christ in a way that says there is hope. I
remind them that there is One to whom
they can come and be completely open
and honest with. I tell them that they can
be forgiven and accepted because Christ
has died for their sins.
Some people think that addicts have a
seared conscience. That has not been my
experience. They know they struggle
with guilt. Incidentally, this is where the
“disease model” is so helpless. If you are
sick, you are not ultimately guilty. But
people do feel guilty. They know they
have done wrong and they desperately
yearn for forgiveness. This is where the
Gospel is so helpful – it promises pardon
ap
and release.
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Simply idolatry
The devil finds work for idol hands.

H

ow do we define a loaded term
like addiction? It can bring to
mind many different pictures
such as the drunken abusive husband, the young female heroin addict
unconscious in the gutter, or perhaps the
father viewing Internet pornography
secretly at night. These pictures are
provocative, and they can easily mislead
us into thinking of addiction as an all-ornothing state rather than a continuum.
On one end of the continuum there is a
high level of self-control over a specific
desire, and on the other there is little
restraint (addiction).
This view about addiction is important
because it alerts us that there is a process
by which a person can gradually move
from self-control into addiction. Further,
it moves away from the sometimesimplied meanings of purely biological
(disease?) or personality (“addictive personality”) causality that removes personal
responsibility for sinful attitudes and
behaviour.
My dictionary defines addiction as
“dependent on a narcotic drug” but interestingly also as “devoted to something”
(Krebs & Wilkes, 1989). Addiction at its
very core is a very obvious form of idolatry where individuals pursue the object of
addiction with a single-mindedness that
leaves other areas of their lives in second
place (e.g. God, family, finances) – often
with very destructive effects.

W

hat are some important elements of
addiction? Addictions tend to
involve high immediate rewards – they
pamper our desires. Alcohol, drugs, sex,
food and gambling are all high on the list,
although sometimes addictions are broadened to include other things, such as exercise addiction. Addictions also tend to
have delayed negative or destructive
effects that only become apparent once
the addiction has really taken hold.
Another feature of addiction is its
repetitive character, which strengthens
the desire for the addictive object and its
relationship to various contexts. This last
aspect is important. A person consuming
large quantities of alcohol daily will not
only strengthen his desire for alcohol but
will also come to associate alcohol with

Paul
Kranitis
certain places, people, situations, feelings
and thoughts. In time almost every context will become a reminder of the alcohol
effect, triggering the desire to drink. Once
entrenched, the addiction becomes the
primary focus of the person’s
attention/devotion so he spends more
and more time pursuing it at a cost to the
rest of his life. Self deception and deception of others (secrecy) become key
methods to maintain the addiction in the
face of such difficulties.
From a biblical
The heart of
perspective, it is
idolatry lies
clear that addiction is not just
in placing
one sinful act or
ourselves on
attitude but a patthe throne
tern involving a
rather than
range of sinful
God.
attitudes
and
behaviours. At
first glance the
Bible does not seem to say a lot about
addiction directly. However, when we
consider that addiction has to be one of
the most obvious examples of idolatry –
then it is clear that the Bible has a lot to
say.
For example, in Romans 1:18ff the
apostle Paul says that God’s wrath is being
made known against all godlessness and
wickedness. What is the foundation of
such wickedness? Ignoring the true God
and setting up created things in His place.
The clear implication from this passage is
that the heart of idolatry lies in placing
ourselves on the throne rather than God
– we determine what we will worship and
what rules we will follow. Interestingly,
Paul then goes on to point out that our
idolatry leads to all other forms of sin
from an unrelenting pursuit of desires, to
the corruption of our sexual identity, to
the degrading of our minds and then on to
every other sinful attitude and behaviour
(Rom 1:24-32).
It is easy to see how addiction fits into

this process when we worship other
things apart from God – people with an
addiction will gratify their own desires
rather than obey God’s command. What
is more, as the addiction takes hold, a
range of sinful attitudes and behaviour
emerge to maintain the addiction (e.g.
selfishness, pride, lies, acting irresponsibly, stealing etc). This is consistent with
Paul’s view that idolatry opens the flood
gates to other types of sin.
I mentioned before that addiction is a
very obvious form of idolatry, but it’s
important to remember that it is not the
only form. As Christians we are meant to
live under God’s rule yet we need to be
reminded that our lives can sometimes
reflect a different story. At those points
where we continue to live sinfully
(whether we have an addiction or not) we
are in effect saying to God – “I’m in
charge! I will follow my rules at this point
not yours” and are guilty of idolatry.
Romans 6 is another helpful passage
that’s relevant to addiction because it
speaks of slavery to sin. Paul reminds his
readers that they have been freed from the
slavery to sin through Christ’s death and
are now to live for righteousness.
Through Christ we have been freed from
the penalty and power of sin, we have a
new identity: to serve Christ and not live
for the old sinful nature. However, if we
give in to our old sinful nature (such as
addictive desires) we will quickly be
enslaved again to those desires and come
under judgment.

I

n addition, there are many biblical passages that condemn the overt sinful
behaviours commonly associated with
addictions. For example, 1 Corinthians
6:9-11: “Do you not know that the
wicked will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived. Neither the
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy
nor drunkards nor slanderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of
God.” But there are also other sinful attitudes and behaviours that can be a part of
the addictive pattern such as pride, lying
or stealing that are condemned in
Scripture too.
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What biblical principles speak to addictions particularly if you are a Christian
who struggles with an addiction? It is
clear that while addiction clearly involves
idolatry and a range of sinful attitudes and
behaviours to maintain the cycle, whatever the Bible says about dealing with
addiction can be applied to sin generally.
The first step is to acknowledge the
seriousness of sin involved in addiction
(e.g. idolatry, pride, deception, selfishness
drunkenness, sexual immorality etc) and
to repent (turn back to God). Ephesians
5:5 reminds us that “No immoral, impure
or greedy person...” has any part in God’s
kingdom. The stakes are high – hence
Jesus’ words in Mark 9:43-48 about being
willing to get rid of a hand, a foot or an
eye rather than continue in sin and end up
in hell.
If you are addicted, are you prepared to
take the sinful character of your addiction
seriously? Are you ready to quit offering
excuses and deal with it? If you are a
dependent drinker, are you ready to stop
altogether and not just cut down until the
problems caused in relationships settle? If
you are an internet porn addict, are you
ready to deal with your sexual fantasies
about women as well as to take deliberate
action to cut off any access to pornography via the internet? This point I think
can’t be stressed too strongly. It doesn’t
matter what “strategies” you have available to deal with addiction – unless you
mean business in stopping it, those strategies won’t be effective. Scripture gives us
the strongest motivation for dealing with
sin in our lives – the choice of spiritual
death or eternal life.

W

hy is this issue so critical? Scripture
speaks strongly at this point of our
potential for sinful self-deception. With
addiction there are often mixed motives.
On the one hand, a person appears committed to change. However, he might still
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harbour hidden motives of still wanting to
pursue it.
The heart is deceptive. We need God’s
mercy to show us our sinfulness. So are
you serious about sin?
The next essential step is to ask God to
forgive your sin. There should be no
attempt to bargain with God. Some people try to make a promise to God that
they will live addiction-free, rather than
resting on God’s free undeserved gift
through Jesus’ death on the cross.
We all need to rely more on God’s
grace in seeking
cleansing from
Him for our sin.
Ask God to Paul reminds us
forgive your that Jesus’ sacrisin. There ficial death dealt
should be no with our sin once
attempt to and for all – so
we are no longer
bargain with
under condemGod. nation for sin
(Rom 8:1-4).
As Christians
we not only have God’s power to cleanse
us from sin, but we also have His power
through the Spirit to deal with ongoing
sin in our lives. As Paul puts it, “those
who live according to the sinful nature
have their minds set on what that nature
desires; but those who live according to
the Spirit have their minds set on what the
Spirit desires...” (Rom. 8:5).
Another crucial step in overcoming
addiction requires us to set up a system of
accountability with other Christians who
are mature and trustworthy. You need to
be absolutely open and honest in this situation. Pride can be an issue here: “I have
control over my addiction”, “What would
they think of me?” Accountability helps
to stop the secrecy and self-deception that
addiction thrives on: “No one will know”,
“My drinking is not that bad”,
“Pornography does not hurt anyone” etc.

PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL CENTRE

Position Vacant
The Presbyterian Theological Centre, Sydney, is seeking to employ a
librarian/library technician (four days per week). The appointee
would have responsibility for a significant theological collection at its
Burwood (NSW) campus. The position requires some understanding of
Christian theology. Salary is according to qualifications and experience
for a Library Technician under the NSW Public Service Award.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Enquiries: Principal, John Davies
(02) 9744 1977
jdavies@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
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Having to confess your addiction before
another Christian exposes you to someone else’s scrutiny in a very tangible way
(we know God sees everything, but we
don’t always take it to heart).
Accountability enables the other person
to ask the hard questions: What have you
been doing? What does Scripture say
about what you are doing? How have you
changed? They can challenge your false
beliefs about addiction as well as offer you
encouragement and prayer. The issue is:
are you serious about dealing with sin?
Another important step to overcome
addiction is to break away from usual
associations to the addiction. That is, you
will need to review the types of places,
times, people you associate with and
mood states that are likely to lead you
into addiction. If a situation cannot be
avoided, some kind of plan will need to be
developed to resist the temptation. A part
of this honest assessment will require an
alertness to deal with even seemingly
insignificant associations that may lead
down a slippery slope to more tempting
situations and back to addiction.

F

inally, in Romans 12:1-2 Paul challenges us to have our minds transformed so that our focus is not on living
for this world but for God. It’s an important Scriptural principle not just to stop
what is wrong, but to do what is right.
Regular prayer and reading the Scriptures
forms a foundation to help change our
focus, while regularly joining with God’s
people to worship Him and for fellowship
provides the opportunity for encouragement. We have to learn to be Christfocused and to live a life based on his purposes and not around the old life of addiction.
I don’t say that dealing with addiction
won’t be a struggle – there is always a spiritual battle when we have to deal with sin.
But we need to remember that God
promises us ultimate victory through
Jesus. The struggle is worth it.
As a final point, it is important to note
that sometimes there are other complex
factors that contribute to the strength of
an addiction, such as biological vulnerabilities or life experiences. In cases where
a Christian is struggling with addiction
on an ongoing basis, it is worth considering seeing a psychologist, social worker
or psychiatrist.
Paul Kranitis, of St Andrews Presbyterian
Church, Port Macquarie, is a clinical psychologist. He works in the area of mental
health, and formerly worked in drug and
ap
alcohol service.
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The good fight
Communities can stop brothels opening in their area.

D

on’t be surprised when town
planners in NSW, or elsewhere
for that matter, tell you it’s taboo
to argue against the opening of
sexually orientated businesses, such as
brothels or adult bookshops, on the basis
that they are immoral.
The NSW Government and the Land
and Environment Court of NSW have
consistently declared, both through legislation and court judgments, that morality
is not a relevant matter for consideration
in the assessment of any development
application.
Despite the fact that there is a clear
relationship between personal morality
and social impacts, by and large these matters are not being addressed. Of course,
this is not surprising given our society’s
moral vacuum, addiction to pornography,
and the postmodern belief that everyone
has the right to make whatever personal
choices they like. In fact, proponents go
so far as to state that these businesses provide “marital aids”.
Most planners, and for that matter,
councillors, when faced with the weight
of legislation and society’s permissive attitudes, decide not to put up a fight. Even if
they feel personally uncomfortable about
approving such uses, they feel they are
justified in washing their hands of the
matter given the circumstances.
As members of the community, it is
our job to challenge this complacency,
using sound evidence of serious social and
public impacts, with gentleness and
respect.
Well-reasoned arguments based on the
social impact and public interest of such
developments can be made and heard
within the NSW town planning system.
By writing this short article, we hope to
encourage you to take up such opportunities and make a difference within your
local government area.

L

et us give you a few reasons why, as a
Christian, you should bother:
• Christians are meant to be light in the
midst of the moral and spiritual darkness
of our world. We also have a responsibility
to love our neighbours by protecting their
best interests. “Do to others as you would
have them do to you” (Mark 12:31). If

Michelle and
Peter Chapman
you were addicted to pornography and
struggling to give it up, would you want
to face the temptation of a pornographic
outlet or brothel every time you went to
your local shopping centre?
• An increased rate of child sexual abuse
by adults using pornography. In a study of
child molesters in southern California,
cited in the National Coalition for the
Protection of Children and Family’s
pornography fact sheet, Dr Michael
Goldstein found
that 87 per cent
indicated
that
Most planners,
pornography
faced with
stimulated them
society’s
to commit sexual
acts with chilpermissiveness,
dren.
decide not to
• Pornography’s
put up a fight.
links with paedophilia – paedophiles use porn
to molest children. Child molesters report
on average 30 to 60 victims each before
being arrested the first time (Tennessee
Community Protection Committee Land
Use Study, May 1997, cited by the
National Law Centre).
• The number of sex offences is significantly greater in neighbourhoods where
sexually orientated businesses are located.
A Phoenix, Arizona, land use study of
1979 (cited by the National Law Centre)
found that even without considering the
crime of indecent exposure, the number
of other sex crimes such as rape, lewd and
lascivious behaviour and child molestation, was 132 per cent greater than in control areas without sexually orientated
businesses.
• A correlative study found that rape rates
are highest in states that have the highest
sales of sexually explicit materials
(National Coalition for the Protection of
Children and Family).
• Rapists are 15 times more likely than
non-offenders to have had exposure to
“hard-core” pornography before the age

of 10 (National Coalition for the
Protection of Children and Family).
• A crackdown on adult bookstores, Xrated movie theatres and massage parlors
in Cincinnati resulted in a 42 per cent
decrease in assaults, prostitution, and drug
trafficking, and an 83 per cent drop in rape
rates, robberies, and aggravated assaults
(National Coalition for the Protection of
Children and Family).
• Pornography’s links to serial murderers.
The FBI interviewed serial murderers and
found that 81 per cent identified pornography as one of their highest sexual interests (National Coalition for the
Protection of Children and Family).
• Pornography’s links to young sex
offenders. The Sydney Morning Herald
reported in April that there is an increased
rate of children sexually abusing other
children when they have been exposed to
pornographic material.
• There can be disinvestment in areas
where sexually orientated businesses are
established, and people may tend to avoid
shopping in these areas. A narrower
range of businesses may choose to operate near sexually orientated businesses
(New York City, New York land use
study, November 1994, cited by National
Law Centre).

Prezra
Bible College
and
PCA Ministries
Are YOU willing to STUDY and SERVE
in the Presbyterian Church of South
Australia?
Prezra Bible College offers the ThL
and ThA (ACT) Diplomas FREE.
Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.
Contact: Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel: (08) 8395 7841
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• Where sexually orientated businesses
are near each other and/or near businesses that serve alcohol, the number of
personal and property crimes increases
further (Environmental Research Group
for the American Centre for Law and
Justice, examination of Garden Grove
study by McCleary and Meeker,
September 1991).
As these points show, there is ample
reason to become involved. Don’t be an
absentee member of your community.
Oppose development applications for
sexually orientated businesses.
An established development assessment system is in place (certainly in NSW
and most likely in other states) which
requires councils to consider the public
interest and social impacts of all developments, including brothels and adult book
stores. Local and state government representatives, in the absence of any objections however, will assume that such
developments are acceptable to that community.
When you become aware of such a
proposal being considered by your local
council or the courts, there are a number
of things you should do. The following
advice is given from our experience working within NSW; however, most of this
advice should also be directly relevant to
other states within Australia.

F

irst, write letters to the council
against the application, and get as
many others as you can to do the same. In
your letters emphasise the social, economic, and public-interest effects that
you believe the proposal will have and
refer to any “sensitive” land uses nearby
(such as schools, churches, areas where
children congregate and hotels). Where
possible, refer to any research you can
find. Do not include religious reasons
unless they are permitted – in most cases
they are regarded as irrelevant at law. It
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always financially well-positioned and will
not spare a thought about taking court
action. Many will not even wait for the
council’s decision.
It is of enormous benefit if the opposition to a proposal is unified or has common themes. The courts give particular
weight to a community which is able to
articulate significant and tangible social
and personal effects from such uses and
who are saying the same things. This
demonstrates that the community and
individuals within it have much to lose. If
necessary, get organised (and a bit militant
if you like). Find out what other people
are thinking so you can present a unified
front in battle.
Some useful resources/websites to
assist you in your arguments against sexually orientated businesses are included
below:
• American National Law Centre land
use studies – www.nationallawcenter.org
• Pornography Fact Sheet – Secondary
Social Effects, produced by the National
Coalition for the Protection of Children
and Families in America – www.nationalcoalition.org
• Anglican Social Issues Committee,
Sydney Diocese – www.anglicanmedia
.com.au/index.php/sie
•
Environmental
Planning
and
Assessment Act, 1979 – Section 79(C) –
Matters for consideration in determining
a development application – www.legislation.nsw.gov.au (click on “browse A to Z
In Force‚)
• www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/04/
21/1082530235683.html (Sydney Morning
Herald, Ben Wyld’s article)
Michelle and Peter Chapman have
their own town planning consultancy
based in Port Macquarie, NSW, and
worship at Port Macquarie Presbyterian
Church. They can be contacted at
ap
peter@allaboutplanning.com.au
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will harm your case if you mention them
and antagonise the planners, councillors
or the commissioner hearing the case if it
finally gets to court.
Don’t get concerned with the notification period your council has set for submission of letters – legally a council has to
consider any submission made before
determining an application. You can submit petitions, but councils, politicians and
the courts don’t give them as much
weight as individual letters.
Second, lobby politicians directly. Tell
them what you think and send them letters too. They are
our representatives and we
In most cases should not feel
religious bad about taking
reasons are up their time.
considered They are in office
to listen to our
irrelevant concerns. At the
at law. council level they
are the decisionmakers.
Don’t be surprised or too discouraged if council’s officers assessing the application recommend
the proposal for approval. The councillors
do not have to follow the officers’ recommendation and it is possible they will
refuse it if they believe there is enough
community opposition.
Attend the council meeting at which
the proposal is to be considered and
encourage others in your community to
do the same. Appoint representatives to
speak at the meeting, so the councillors
are left with no doubt as to the community’s continued opposition.
Again, don’t be surprised that if your
council refuses the application the applicant lodges an appeal in the Land and
Environment Court. Most applicants for
sexually orientated businesses are used to
community opposition. They are almost
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3 appeals have been launched for books and funds for the
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ur modern society is addicted
to many things, addictions
that seem to be taking us
further and further away from
God. We are addicted to work, to making more money than we really need,
to material things that we think give us
status in the eyes of our neighbours. We
are addicted to pleasure, to satisfying
our every whim, our every sensual
desire. We are addicted to self, to looking after No.1 with little concern for
the effect this might have on others.

Pressing on

Paul’s letter to the Christians at
Philippi challenges us about all these
things. The Church today needs not
only to recognise the devastating effect
these addictions are having on our
society, but to face them head on
instead of allowing them to infiltrate
into our own thinking and behaviour.
Being a Christian is not about believing theoretical propositions, it is about
standing firm and pressing on under
adverse conditions. Paul wrote this
letter from prison, either in Rome or
perhaps earlier in Ephesus, and for
him trouble was a very present reality.
But his attitude that shines out of
every sentence of this letter is both a
challenge and an encouragement to
all of us today.

20 daily Bible studies
on Philippians

DAY 1

To all the saints.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-2

Paul not only planted churches on his missionary
journeys; he followed them up and kept in touch with them by letter. The Holy Spirit has worked in this human process to formulate
the words of Scripture to be God’s inspired Word to the whole
Church for the entire Gospel age. It is addressed to us as well!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Whenever Paul had Timothy with him he saw him as part of his
ministry team (cf 2 Cor.1:1, Col.1:1, 1&2 Thess.1:1 & Phlm.1:1).
• Paul saw the ministry as being in bond-slavery to Christ Jesus.
• Paul referred to all believers as saints (“holy ones”) in Christ
Jesus; he did not restrict the term to a select few high achievers!
• Of Paul’s 13 letters this is the only one where church leaders,
overseers/elders or deacons, are singled out in the salutation. This
may be because the church at Philippi was one of the first to recognise such “offices”, or simply because Paul had a special affinity with
these particular leaders through past contacts.
• All Paul’s 13 letters open with the blessing of God’s “grace” and
“peace” to the recipients (and 1 & 2 Timothy add “mercy”).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How has God been showing his grace and peace to you recently?

Bruce Christian

The joy of sharing.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 1:3-8

Gospel work is God’s work from start to finish. He
calls us to himself in the first place. He joins us together in a partnership.
His devotion and commitment to us should produce the same in us.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In spite of some strong things he will need to say in this letter to
the Christians in Philippi, Paul is still able to be all-embracing in his
gratitude to God for every one of them. Derivatives of the Greek
word for “all” (pan) occur four times just in verses 3 and 4.
• Partnership in the work of the Gospel has brought great joy to
Paul right from Day 1 of the Philippian Church’s existence. (5)
• The reason we can have full confidence in the continuance of the
Church until Jesus comes again is that it is God’s work, not man’s.
He started it, he will finish it. Nothing can stop it. (6)
• Heartfelt fellowship with, and concern for, other believers was an
important factor in Paul’s experience of God’s grace in all the circumstances into which his ministry brought him. (7)
• Christ’s love in us gives us genuine love for one another. (8)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do feelings of gratitude and joy play a significant part in your
church life and your fellowship and work with other Christians?
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Getting the right spin on life.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 1:9-14

What the Church needs today more than anything
is for Christians to become more mature (Christ-like) in their
thinking, attitudes to each other, and behaviour. The two basic ingredients that will produce this result are prayer for it – and adversity.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Although Paul was very happy with reports of how the Church
members at Philippi were going spiritually, his prayer burden was
that the true love they were already showing would keep growing so
they would better know God – in His ways and in His will for their
lives, especially as it related to their attitude and moral behaviour
towards each other. (This would then ensure a right frame of mind
to receive his admonitions.) (9-10)
• In the end, any spiritual growth and harvest is only because of
Jesus at work in us so that all the glory is God’s alone. (11)
• What Paul prays for them is already evident in his own life,
enabling him to discern God’s providence bringing a good result for
Christ’s honour and Gospel outreach even in prison! (12-13)
• Even the local Christians (in Rome or Ephesus?) are inspired by
Paul’s witness to be more courageous. (14)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What aspects of your life are lacking in spiritual maturity?

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

Motives matter.
PHILIPPIANS 1:15-18A

It is not always easy to know how best to present
the Gospel in a hostile environment. There are 2 errors we can
make: 1. being so careful to avoid conflict and disharmony that we
compromise the message and the Gospel loses its cutting edge; or
2. presenting our message in such an antagonistic and confrontational way that we turn people away for all the wrong reasons.
There is a place for wooing the hearers and a place for martyrdom,
but we need to be careful that our motives are pure and not mixed
with jealousy, malice, one-up-man-ship, self-aggrandisement, etc;
and for the sake of the Gospel we must be big-hearted enough not
to let any differences of opinion we might have get us down!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• It is possible to do the Lord’s work with wrong motives. How
sad it is when the glorious Gospel of Christ is preached in a way
that aims to score points over other Christian workers or even to
make things harder for them by attracting opposition.
• Paul sets a good example of generosity of spirit (see 3:17 and 4:5).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Read 1 Corinthians 1-4 for a more detailed picture of the sort of
issue Paul faced. Is there evidence in the Church today of harmful
competition or antagonism? What must we do about it?

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

Death a live option.
PHILIPPIANS 1:18B-26
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DAY 6

Addiction to godly living.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 1:27-30

We tend to see suffering in a negative light, a sign
that God has forgotten us or that the forces of evil are somehow
getting the upper hand. But God wants us to see it in a positive
light, something God uses actively to carry out His sovereign purposes. Rather than doubt or even question God’s providence, we’re
to concentrate only on living as citizens of heaven whatever the circumstances. In fact, suffering for Christ is really a privilege.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Living in a way that reflects the fact that we are citizens of heaven
and those who adhere to the Gospel of Christ includes:
– being consistent whether anyone is watching or not; (27)
– standing firm in unity with fellow believers; (27)
– being part of a united fight for the faith of the Gospel; (27)
– not being frightened by those who oppose us; (28)
– accepting all suffering as a great Christian blessing! (29)
• Things achieved by such living under persecution include:
– clear proof that God is in control – and will finally win; (28)
– living proof that our final salvation is assured by God. (28)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How much do you let your circumstances affect your witness?

Make my day!.

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-4

Paul continues his pleading with the Church at
Philippi to make godly living a number one priority, to see this as a
natural and essential outcome from their professed faith in Christ.
In these verses he is mainly concerned with the way they relate to
each other. Sadly, churches are too often plagued with dissension
and rivalry that have their origin in self-interest and self-promotion.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul has a personal investment in the lives of the church people at
Philippi; his spiritual welfare is affected by their behaviour.
• Christ-like behaviour will reflect the genuineness of:
– their being in union with Christ, with all the encouragement
such union will inevitably bring; (1)
– the support they derive from knowing Christ loves them; (1)
– the work of the Holy Spirit both in them and among them; (1)
– the fruit of the Spirit producing real, heartfelt concern; (1)
– humility that puts the interests and esteem of others first. (3)
• Evidence of true unity – unity of understanding (mind), action
(love), feeling (spirit) and motivation (purpose) – would really
make Paul’s day; he is not detached from the lives of the people.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What two mistakes is Paul warning us against in verse 4?

DAY 8

The mind of Christ my Saviour.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

The Greek of vs 5 is ambiguous. It could mean,
“Think the same way Jesus thought” (so NIV), or “Think like this
(as in vss 1-4) among yourselves (in your fellowship) because it is
the way those who are in Christ Jesus would think”. Either way,
Jesus’ life is the blueprint for his Church. If we are “in Christ” his
life must be reflected in ours, personally and in communion together.

THE POINT

There is something very real and genuine about Paul’s
attitude to life and death. In spite of the adversity, pressure and uncertainty of this present life he was genuinely happy to stay here while
ever he could be an encouragement and source of joy to other believers. In spite of the unknowns associated with death and dying he was
truly looking forward to the joy of heaven and being with Christ.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• Regardless of anything else, Paul was always glad to see Christ
preached; it was the one thing that made life worth living. (18b)
• Paul was confident that while people were praying and Christ’s
(Holy) Spirit was at work he would be kept safe and strong, and
Christ’s name would be honoured, in Paul’s life, or death! (19f)
• Paul trusted God to give him all the courage he ever needed. (20)
• Because Christ was the focus of Paul’s earthly life, and because
the promise of the resurrection meant being united with Christ for
ever, life and death were both equally desirable options. (21)

• Jesus is God, the Second Person of the Trinity. He has existed in
the Godhead for all eternity, from before Creation. The downward
steps in his humiliation for us were: the decision to relinquish all his
rights in the Godhead (6); the actual giving up of those rights
(made himself nothing – 7); although possessing the “very nature”
of God, taking on also the “very nature” of a servant (slave) – both
ends of the spectrum in terms of rule and authority (7); becoming
truly Man – the Second Adam (7-8); exercising humility and obedience to the point of voluntary death (as opposed to Adam’s just
sentence) (8); and allowing that death to be excruciatingly painful,
physically and morally (8).
• Jesus’ unlimited obedience led to his unlimited exaltation. (9ff)

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you really share Paul’s tug-of-war attitude to life and death?
If you are having a really hard time at present, are you happy to stay
here to serve the Lord? If all is well and you’re glad to be alive, are
you genuinely looking forward to death and heaven?
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TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Which aspects of your life are challenged by Jesus’ example?
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.30am &
5.00pm. Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE-LEICHHARDT
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Rev. Peter Dunstan
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. David M. Seaman (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 6.30pm.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega -Upper St; Eden — CWA Rooms,
Imlay St. Clerk: Mrs J Gill (02) 6495 6062
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9597 5214
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073
BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.
Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday

Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD (St. James)
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 5.00pm
Rev. David Maher (02) 9744 6542
BURWOOD CHINESE
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am & 11.15am
(Cantonese). 5.00pm (English).
Church Office: (02) 9715 3889.
Rev. Dennis Law 0414 812 776.
Rev. Eugene Hor 0414 992 106.
Mr Joe Lin 0405 203 064.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St.
9.00am.& 7.00 pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 11.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H).
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H).
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 High St. 8.00am. 9.45am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Peter Moore (02) 6652 3183(O).
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
I.M. Rev. David J Campbell (02) 4943 0284.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am, 5.00 & 7.00pm.
Rev. Peter Flower (02) 6557 5047.
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)
14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).

Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. English:
9.30am. & 6.30pm. Indonesian: 4.00pm.
Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.
9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am.
Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA, Kingsford
8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.
94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am
Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Rev. L. Fowler (02) 6752 1083
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
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Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School, Dunmore Ave.
Carlingford. Rev. Luke Tattersall.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (temporary). Service Time: 10.30 am.
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St. 9.30am & 6.30pm.
Rev. Andrew Satchell (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. S. Clerk (02) 4384 3018.
I.M. Rev. R. Boase (02) 4333 9009
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.
2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE
7 McKem St. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
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Girraween: 15 Tungarra Rd. 8.15am.
Ghana Congregation (Girraween) 10.30am.
Rev. David Griffin Phone: (02) 9896 3297.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mahda, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Lance Jackson (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds
(02) 4271 1545(H) (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. John Cuff (07) 4095 3063.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Wal Brown (07) 4151 4766.
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.15 am. & 6.30 pm.
Church Office (07) 4051 2238
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am. &
7.00pm. Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
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CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am.
Rev. Andrew Richardson
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, Cnr. Creek &
Fursden Rds. Carina 9.00 am & 6.30 pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607.
DALBY
Condamine St. (cnr. Patrick St).
Rev Roland Lowther (07) 4669 7074
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 10.45am. (weekly) &
6.30pm. (2nd & 4th Sunday).
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GAYNDAH
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd
Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D.
Secomb (07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.15am.
Rev. Russell van Delden
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (07) 5530 7003
GOLD COAST (III)
Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds.
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Donald Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
GRACEVILLE
12 Bank Road. 9.30am.
Rev. Norm Bartlett (07) 3712 0508
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.00am. Woolooga 11.00am.
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Rd, Scarness, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427.
Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 8.30am.
Rev. Bruce Lowe (07) 3219 0017.
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
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8.30am & 7pm. Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
6.00pm each Sunday.
Rev. Jim Brown (07) 4955 3829.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
45 Okinja Road Alexandra Headland 9.00am.
& 7.00pm. Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev. Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Pastor John Tucker (07) 4123 5920.
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie.10.00am. &
6.30pm. Rev Neil McKinlay (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am. & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. D. Todd (Em.) (07) 3269 9359
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Endeavour Adult Training Centre
“Wallace Park” Noosaville 9.00am
Rev. Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5443 7073.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd., 9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
THURINGOWA -TOWNSVILLE
John Calvin, Carthew St. Kirwan. Condon:
I.M. Rev. Colin Barwise (07) 4728 4224.
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham
TOWNSVILLE (John Calvin Thuringowa)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 8022
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
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WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts.
8.00am, 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev R. Sondergeld (07) 4633 4188.
Church Office (07) 4633 4000.
WINDSOR
Maygar St. 8.30am.
Wilston: Macgregor St. 10.00am.
Newmarket: Wilmington St. 6.00pm.
Rev. Eric Noble (07) 3356 4124.

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Supply: Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Mod. Rev. Dr Reg Mathews.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. Alan Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 8261 3045.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 5.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev Gary Ware (08) 8723 9028.
MURRAY BRIDGE
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. A. Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am. Rev. S. Slucki
(08) 8296 1581. Also Seaford Rise.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
S/Clerk H. Mashford (08) 8645 0818.
I.Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
The Philip Smith Centre, 2 Edward St, The
Glebe. Rev. David Jones (03) 6223 4701.

CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
H.M. Michael Lynch 0414 669 554.
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
Rev. Steve Warwick (02) 6424 6066
HOBART
(St John’s) 10.00 am & 7.00 pm
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 9.30 & 11.00 am. & 5.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 5.00 pm.)
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Robert White (03) 6278 1370.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 2.00pm, 2nd Sunday.
Ps. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church,Tollard Dr.
Mod. Rev Dr. D. Mitchell (03) 6223 4860.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. Bridport: Westwood St.
I.M. Rev. P. Thorneycroft,
Pastor Greg Munro (03) 6352 2527.
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. Rocky Cape, Mawbanna
Mod. Mr I Bessell (03) 6443 4299
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev Daniel Combridge (03) 6425 9525.
WEST TAMAR
Auld Kirk, Sidmouth and Mole Creek
Mod: Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

victoria
ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am. Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747 H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Session Clerk (03) 9580 0530.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts
Hawthorn East 10.00 am. (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm.
S/school 9.00 am.
Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 7

C H EU VR A
C H
N
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BRIMBANK
Mackellar Primary School Gymnasium
29-35 Goldsmith Ave. Delahey. 4.30pm.
Mr Andres Miranda (03) 8361 5766.
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave. 10.00am.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9431 4980.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.
I.M. Rev. S. Bonnington (03) 9874 1007.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Palmer (03) 9583 2785
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts North Fitzroy.
10.45 am. Rev. Peter Phillips (03) 9346 8044.
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale & McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA — MORNINGTON
Dromana: St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
I.M. Rev. A Campbell (03) 9580 6161.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm.
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Rev David Kumnick (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG (St. Georges)
Cnr. Latrobe Tce & Ryrie St.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Graeme L. Weber (03) 5229 5493.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
GLEN WAVERLEY–KNOXFIELD
Neighbourhood House, 6 Mount St., Glen
Waverley. 9.30am. 5.30pm 2nd Sunday.
Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9764 9141.
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HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave. 10.30am.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT-DARLINGTON
Noorat: Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge &
Glenormiston Rds. 10.30 am.
Darlington: Hall St. 8.45 am. (1st & 3rd
Sundays) Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
Nth Geelong: Cnr Victoria St. & Balmoral
Cr. 10.00 am (alt. Sundays) & 5.00pm (2nd
Sunday of month).
North Shore: Cnr Seabeach Pde & Myrtle
Gv. 10.00 am. (alt. Sundays)
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
I.M. Rev. N. Chambers (03) 9455 3369
RINGWOOD-HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
ROCHESTER
Cnr. Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am. &
7.30pm. Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
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Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Christian Fellowship 2.30pm.
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA – REGIONAL PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. 11.00am &
5.00pm (9.00am 1st Sunday)
Yarrawonga, 47 Orr St. 8.45am (11.00am 1st
Sunday). Myrtleford, 78 Standish St. 7.00pm
(5.00pm June, July, August).
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts.
10.00am & 7.00 pm. Sunday Night Life 5.30
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am
Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.

western australia
BASSENDEAN
14-16 Broadway. 9.30am.
Mr Ross Fraser (08) 9248 3252.
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
Cnr South Tce & Parry St. 10.00 am
Chinese Worship & Sunday School. 3.00 pm.
Rev James Nocher (08) 9319 2208.
WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)
Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.
9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074.

To register your church in this section of the
Australian Presbyterian is an easy, low cost
exercise. Facsimile the AP office on:
(03) 9723 9685 or E-mail us at:
austpres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

B
DAY 9
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Work... because God....

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13

Paul is keen that the Church members at Philippi
see the need to be serious about Christian living, ie. about being
Christ-like in all their attitudes and actions. But he doesn’t want
them to be too discouraged as they try, and perhaps fail, to put his
words into practice. Verses 12-13 provide us with one of the clearest statements in Scripture of the relationship between God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility. These verses will help us to avoid
two errors: making little effort because God will achieve his predetermined plan anyway; or getting worn out and discouraged because
we think success/failure is entirely in our hands.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

S

T

U

D Y

DAY 12

Nothing in my hand I bring.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 3:1-3

Paul’s background as a Pharisee put him in an ideal
position to understand what it means to be saved by grace alone.
As soon as I add anything to the gracious work of Christ on the
cross as a contributing factor in my salvation, whether it be a work I
do or a ritual I require, I have failed to understand why Jesus came
and what he achieved for me at Calvary – and my standing before
God is on shaky ground. This section in Philippians, and the equivalent concerns in Romans 4, Galatians 3 and Ephesians 2, all show
the depth of Paul’s concern regarding this matter. The subsequent
history of the Church, and even attempted new perspectives in our
own day, prove that his fears were valid!

THE POINT

• Paul’s example of giving encouragement to his readers in all his
letters, even alongside strong exhortations, is noteworthy. (12)
• Obedience is most commendable when no one is looking! (12)
• We must keep on making an effort to live out consistently all the
implications of being included among those whom God is saving as
if everything depended on us – with fear and trembling. (12)
• It is only worth making this effort because God himself is hard at
work enabling us, not only to do His will, but to want to! (13)

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Which of these two verses do you need to be reminded of most?

• Do a stocktake: Are you a true “grace-plus-nothing” Christian?

DAY 10

Serve the Lord with gladness.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 2:14-18

It is not easy to live as a follower of Jesus in a world
hostile to God. What happened to him will happen to us. Emulating
his example of self-denying, humble, unqualified obedience will be
costly and will require determined effort and sacrifice, but the
rewards of communal joy and gladness make it all worthwhile.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• One of the strongest criticisms God had against his people in the
desert under Moses was their continual complaining and arguing – it
shows a lack of faith and trust (see Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95:8-11).
Such a spirit can be one of the most destructive forces in Christian
fellowship and must be treated very seriously. (14)
• We are called to live pure and exemplary lives in a world that is on
the wrong track and is full of evil. (15 – cf Matt. 5:13-16)
• An important part of our witness is a clear, open presentation of
the Gospel that brings new life to a dead/dying world. (16)
• Fruitful Christian lives are a great source of encouragement, joy
and satisfaction for those who labour in the Lord. By implication
unfruitful lives cause discouragement and frustration. (16-18)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Paul faces the prospect of martyrdom positively, and even with
joy (17). How does this add weight to his command in verse 14?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Personal concerns.
PHILIPPIANS 2:19-30

One of the most impressive things about Paul’s
approach to his ministry was that he didn’t allow the heavy burden
he carried for all the churches to overshadow his personal concern
for individuals. His letters, mostly written to address weighty issues
arising in the life of the Church, contain these references that help
us to reflect on our responsibilities towards each other.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Timothy was obviously a great help and source of encouragement
to Paul, and vice versa, so the father-son model to describe their
relationship was most appropriate – a real provision from God.
• Sadly, the outworking of Timothy’s faith in self service to the
Lord and to others was the exception rather than the rule. (20f)
• Although in prison, Paul was keen and confident about a return
visit to Philippi; that this almost certainly did not happen gives perspective to our own experiences of “unanswered” prayer.
• Epaphroditus had been a model ambassador on behalf of the
Philippian Church in terms of loyalty, commitment and sacrifice.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Make a list of the people or groups the Lord has provided to be
your “Paul” or “Timothy” or “Epaphroditus” or “Philippian
Church”. How can you encourage/thank them for their efforts?

• Rejoicing in the Lord is a good cure for many spiritual ills. (1)
• There is a body of truth (the Faith) which is not affected by
changing ideas and fashions. The Church must guard this (3:15).
• The “dogs” were “Judaisers”, Jews who had joined the Church
but insisted that for Gentiles to become true Christians they must
first become “covenant Jews” by the ritual of circumcision.
• Paul insisted: true “circumcision” is spiritual, not physical.

DAY 13

From garland to garbage.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 3:4-9

The Apostle Paul is the man God used more than
anyone else to reveal the mysteries of the doctrine of the Covenant
of Grace. Paul’s writings enable us to see how the Covenant of
Grace is the key to all God’s dealings with the human race. A fundamental aspect of the preparation of Paul for this vital task was his
upbringing, not just as a Jew, but as a Pharisee. If anyone had any
grounds for being reinstated as a child of God apart from the
Covenant of Grace, it was he; but Paul was brought to see how only
the righteousness provided by Christ, and imputed to him by grace,
was able to establish for him a place in heaven.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• If salvation was based on any human grounds – race, pedigree,
religious ritual, commitment, keeping God’s law, good works, even
religious fanaticism! – Paul was in the box seat for it.
• Paul came to see that all his human credentials and achievements
were not only useless but a hindrance as far as heaven was concerned; they had to be assigned to the waste disposal centre.
• Paul knew that any righteousness able to qualify him for heaven
must be what God provided for him in Christ, through faith.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is your hope of heaven in anything that has its source in you?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

Pilgrims’ progress.
PHILIPPIANS 3:10-16

Knowing Christ has more to do with our heart than
our head. It is more about dynamic obedience than about passing
an exam on facts. We are saved by grace alone through faith alone,
but that is only the start, the qualifying event. Knowing Christ is
about growing in Christ, pressing on. Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress is a
good commentary on what Paul is saying here. Safe arrival at the
Celestial City was always assured (cf 1:6 and 2:13) but the journey
there was about obedience and struggle and trusting and suffering
and perseverance and sometimes even doubt (cf 2:12)!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul emphasises the close link between Jesus’ resurrection and his
death on the cross, and so by inference, between the power we
experience because of his resurrected life and the suffering we must
also undergo because of our identification with him. Often
Christians focus on the “signs and wonders” power and treat the
humiliation of cross-bearing as if it has no place in their lives.
• Perfection (v.12) is yet to be realised, but our present progress
ought to be marked by the achievement of stage targets. Paul uses
the same word in vs. 15 (“mature”) as in vs. 12 (“perfect”).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is your eye on the prize as one whom Christ has taken hold of?
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Living as citizens of heaven.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 3:17-21

A helpful way to understand all that the Bible says
about our salvation is to see it as three distinct but interdependent
stages: justification, sanctification and glorification. Justification is
an instantaneous event; it is what God does when we turn to Jesus
in repentance-and-faith. He covers over my sin with the robe of
Christ’s righteousness and sees me “just-as-if-I’d” never sinned.
The effects of sin and the Fall remain, but God sees Christ in my
place and forgives me completely. The last stage, glorification,
occurs when I die (unless Jesus returns first) and is also an instantaneous event in which God transforms me inside the robe to be perfect and therefore fit for heaven. In between these two amazing
acts of God’s grace is my earthly pilgrimage, a lifelong process of
sanctification by which God works on me to make me more like
Jesus, and therefore fit for heaven. Paul reminds the Philippians in
these verses that because stage 3 is going to happen anyway they
might as well be working on stage 2 now!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul is confident he has set a good example of Christian living.
• The attractions of the world will destroy us if left unchecked.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does your life consistently portray you as a citizen of heaven?

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

Unity in diversity.
PHILIPPIANS 4:1-3

The secret of successful church life is not in all members of the congregation being homogeneous in personality and gifts
(which seems to be the aim of “target market” church-planting efforts
today!), but rather in resolving to become like-minded in the Lord.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul had a genuine, heartfelt love and concern for the believers at
Philippi, and wasn’t ashamed to tell them so in a public letter.
• A worthy Christian life doesn’t happen automatically; it comes
from “standing firm” in obedience to the example of Scripture.
• Paul saw the people who believed as a result of his ministry as
affirmation of his apostleship, his “victor’s crown” (cf 2:16).
• God has made us all different and uses our differences for the
good of his Church (1 Corinthians 12:12-26). But we must not let
these useful differences cause dissension among us as the two otherwise unknown women, Euodia and Syntyche had done.
• Paul doesn’t identify his appointed mediator in the dispute
(unless, of course, his personal name is ‘Yokefellow’, ie ‘Syzygus’).
• Believers’ names are already recorded in the Book of Life.
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The God of peace.

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9

Paul is in prison, facing the possibility of death. He
knows his place in heaven is secure because it depends on what
Christ has done for him and not on his own efforts (3:7-11).
Nevertheless, he is also confident that he has done well (cf 2
Timothy 4:6-8), and that the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in
his life has enabled him to recommend his example as a model for
others to follow. This is not out of conceit, but out of his experience that all God’s promises in Christ really work in practice (see
4:13). There are many things competing for our attention today,
probably even more so than was the case in Paul’s day. Under this
pressure, how can we maintain a godly perspective? Paul gives us a
check list to test what ought to occupy our minds so that we will
not only know the peace of God, but the God of peace.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Our society might rewrite verse 8: Whatever is true works, whatever is noble will sell more papers, whatever is right politically correct, whatever is pure what everyone else is doing, whatever is lovely
will stir up lust, whatever is admirable a bit smutty, if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy can be got away with or will put
people/events in the worst light, etc!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Would verse 8 act as a good control on your TV ‘OFF’ button?

DAY 19

The secret of being content.

THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 4:10-13

It is very easy for us today to let ourselves become
the victim of our circumstances. Things go well and we forget God;
things go badly and we become discouraged and turn against God –
we let bitterness and envy rob us of our peace. This was the constant pattern of Israel’s life under Moses in the desert. Paul discovered the secret of trusting God with everything, of knowing that
whatever happened he was safe in God’s hands, of knowing the
practical, everyday truth of Romans 8:28 and 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
In God’s hands, nothing was ever beyond him!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Paul had missed the encouragement he had been receiving from
the Philippians in their practical giving, but when it did resume it
made his joy all the greater, making the delay worthwhile. We need
to remember this in hard times (cf Psalm 30:5)
• Paul was prepared to give others the benefit of the doubt. (10b)
• Discontent is one of the most crippling sins to plague us and rob
us of the ability to enjoy life. Paul had discovered the liberating
secret of not letting his circumstances get the better of him. (11f)
• Christ can empower (“en-dynamite”) us to do all things. (13)

• When strife arises, are you part of the problem or the solution?

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

The peace of God.
PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7

There is a real inner peace that has only God as its
source, that defies all explanation in terms of human psychology,
and that protects our whole being from the attacks of the hostile
world around us. Paul gives us very sound, practical advice as to
what some of the main ingredients are in this recipe for peace.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul’s formula for peace:
– a double measure of continuous rejoicing because you belong
to the Lord and so are kept safe by his grace (cf 1:6, 28, 4:3);
– relating with other people in such a way that it is obvious to
everyone that you make allowances for people in whom the process
of sanctification isn’t very advanced, by dealing with them in terms
of love rather than being “right” (ie gentleness) – just as you would
like Jesus to find/treat you when he comes;
– not getting anxious when everything starts falling apart;
– bringing all your problems and requests to the Lord in prayer;
– always remembering to thank God for all that He has done.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Which of the above ingredients in Paul’s recipe for peace are in
short supply in your life at the moment? (Perhaps ask a trusted
friend/relative to help with the stocktake!) What will you do?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 0

• What is the common factor in contentment and empowerment?

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Wallets and pens.
PHILIPPIANS 4:14-23

Paul’s relationship with the Church at Philippi is
both a model and a challenge to us of what Christian ministry and
fellowship are all about. Their mutual concern is expressed in simple, practical things like financial support, expressing gratitude, giving praise and encouragement, writing letters, sharing greetings,
sending representatives, etc. (Just writing these notes has made me
feel quite guilty about my tardiness in these things!)

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The Church at Philippi became a model of support and giving that
Paul could put before other churches (see 2 Corinthians 11:8-9).
• The Philippians began a missionary support program right from
the very beginning, not waiting till they could afford it. (14-16)
• Generous, sacrificial giving to others is an important part of
growing in spiritual maturity (17) and in strengthening the bonds of
fellowship in the work of the Gospel (18).
• Paul is confident that God is no man’s debtor. (19 – cf Psalm 23)
• Letter writing is an excellent way for God’s people to grow
together in Christ. We all need each other! (20-23)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• I have some long overdue letters to write. Do you?

N

Across
Australia
Queensland clerk retires

R

ev. Ken Gardiner, clerk of the
Presbyterian Church of Queensland
Assembly, told the commission’s March
meeting he would retire from 31 March.
Dr Gardiner had held the position since
July 1980. A commemorative booklet is
being prepared to mark the ministry of
the Gardiners.

Thanksgiving

S

cots Church in central Melbourne
hosted the first National Day of
Thanksgiving on Saturday 29 May. The
speaker was Federal Treasurer Peter
Costello, with the progam for the evening
organised by Catch the Fire Ministries.

Centenary celebration

Sbrated
t Columba’s, Devonport (Tas), celeits centenary in the second week of
March. A service of Holy Communion,
led by the minister, Rev. Steve Warwick,
was celebrated on 7 March. Other celebrations included a Hymnfest, with items
by the children, led by Garry Pike, a display of memorabilia put together by
Bruce Beattie, and a Centenary dinner
with more than 120 people. Rev. Rodney
Waterhouse, associate minister at St
John’s, Hobart, who grew up at St
Columba’s, was the guest preacher on 14
March, while former minister Tom
Penning, who had flown from USA for
the celebrations, took the children’s
addresses at both Sunday services.
Among the special visitors were
Audrey Scrimgeour of Adelaide, whose
late husband was the minister from 1954
to 1959, Esther Stubs, whose late husband
Very Rev. Alan Stubs had often been of
great assistance to the folk of St
Columba’s, and both the Mayor and previous Mayor of Devonport. The choir
presented a cantata based on the gospel of
John on the Sunday afternoon. This cantata, under the baton of Ron Churcher,
was organised by Mr Warwick, Anne
Mitchell and Sally Oakley.

Linda turns 50

T

he Linda Club of the Malvern
Presbyterian Church (Vic) began in April
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1954. It filled a need for those in the age
group beyond Presbyterian Girls
Fellowship. A small group of the original
PGF members continued meeting once a
month to retain the happy fellowship they
had always enjoyed. It was decided to
work for a definite cause, and the
Presbyterian Babies’ Home for young
children was selected. It was called
“Linda”, giving the club its name. Some
time after 1977 the club began working
for Sutherland Homes, and later the
Berry Street Home of Victoria. Funds
have been raised through memberships,
direct giving, morning teas, lunches, fashion parades, sales of recipe books and
opportunity tables. Past and present
members lunched together on 28 April,
including seven original members.

Sudanese day

to six and eight children. About 1500 people came to the cultural day. It is anticipated that the Federal Government
expects 75 per cent of the 13,000 places it
is offering in the coming year under its
humanitarian resettlement (refugee) program will go to southern Sudanese. Most
of these Sudanese are devout Christians,
with many Presbyterians among them.

Pirate holiday

IAndrew’s,
n the April school holidays St
Chatswood (NSW), ran a kids
club which reached out to primary
school-aged children in the district. The
week had a pirate theme, the pirate captain
being Warren Esdale. Many children were
introduced to the message of Jesus in a
friendly and fun-filled way. The week
ended with a family barbecue.

IPioneers
n late April, Rev. David Palmer of
Church, Cheltenham (Vic),

Ministerial moves

attended the Sudanese Cultural Day in
Keysborough at which representatives of
the Sudanese Community thanked the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria for a gift
of $20,000 (made available by the Social
Service Committee from a suitable trust
they held). It is being used to pay for the
medical examination fees of some of the
people who have been up to 10 years in
the Kakuma Refugee Camp in northern
Kenya. These people are in the main single women (husbands dead or otherwise
separated by war) with in some cases up

ev. Trevor Cox accepted a call from
Chalmers Church, Auburn (Vic), and
was inducted by the Presbytery of
Melbourne East on 20 May.
Rev. Ross Tucker was inducted into St
Andrew’s, Reservoir (Vic), on 20
February by the Presbytery of
Melbourne North.
Rev. Rod Mallison completed an
interim ministry at Dungog (NSW) on 9
May and has travelled to Scotland with his
wife Dawn to take up a part-time threemonth appointment with the Mallaig

R

FIRE ON THE MOUNTAIN

13-15 August 2004
‘Fire on the Mountain’ is a teaching weekend committed to
helping Christians develop a biblical worldview. It is our conviction that understanding all of life from a biblical perspective is essential to living our lives under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Whether
we are trying to improve the effectiveness of our communication of the gospel to
our culture or trying to better understand the nature of biblical spirituality, we
should seek our answers within the framework of a biblical worldview. We hope
you will be able to join us for our tenth anniversary weekend on Tamborine
Mountain. This year’s speakers and topics are: Dr Peter Lillback:
Foundational Biblical Texts for an Authentic Christian Worldview; Dr Frank
Stootman: Knowing God in a Scientific World; Shannon Ford: The Making of
Western Civilisation; Gary Williams: The Overload Syndrome; Ken Moser:
Biblical Principles for Youth Ministry.
When? August 13-15, 2004
Where? Tamborine Mountain Convention, Southeast Queensland
What? For more information/registration please contact:
Kim Dale 07 5545 0241 or Chris Wilson 5545 3508
email: chrisadmin@fireonthemountain.net or philadmin@fireonthemountain.net
website: http://www.fireonthemountain.net
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Church of Scotland. Mallaig is a fishingferry port on the West Coast opposite the
Isle of Skye. Mr Mallison then intends to
pursue some other interim ministries in
Britain and expects to be away from six to
12 months. The Mallisons can be contacted on rodawn@idfilm.com.au

New elders

M
r Richard McPherson has been
ordained and inducted an elder at
Belconnen. Mrs Valda McCloy and Mr
John Leach have been ordained at BegaEden, NSW.
Meanwhile, at Moruya-Tuross HeadNarooma, Mr Peter Hancock and Mrs
Isabel Spiers have been appointed elders
emeritus.

22-year high

Athennlargest
Street Church, Brisbane, recorded
attendance at its Good Friday
Communion Service for 22 years this
Easter. Through the Helen Young
Memorial Missionary Fund the congregation has been able to be involved in a
wide range of cross-cultural ministries. A
Family Camp was held at the end of May
at Mt Tamborine.
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Around
the World
Muslim helps pastor

A

n Indonesian church leader wrongly
convicted of possession of firearms and
imprisoned in Palu, Sulawesi, has been
allowed to go to Jakarta for medical treatment due to the intervention of a Muslim
cleric.
Rinaldy Damanik was wrongly convicted of possession of firearms on 16
June 2003. He was sentenced to three
years imprisonment. Rinaldy, a signatory
of the Malino peace agreement in
December 2001, had worked hard to end
the violence but was also an outspoken
critic of the police’s handling of the antiChristian violence.
In April he became extremely ill, with a
high fever. He had a stone in his urethra
and was in constant pain, lapsing in and
out of consciousness, but authorities
would not let him leave Palu for treatment. But after the unexpected intervention of a senior Muslim cleric, officials
finally let him and his entourage travel to
Jakarta on Tuesday 4 May, accompanied

by two prison guards and two policemen.
Some months ago, the cleric had a
vision during prayer that he was to visit
Rinaldy in prison. Since then, Ustadz
Idrus Alhabsy, who appealed on
Damanik’s behalf, has been impressed by
Rinaldy’s life and words. Recently, he
became infuriated when he read in the
newspapers about how Rinaldy was being
treated and how he would die if he did not
receive medical treatment. Alhabsy
showed great compassion and courage of
conviction when he went to the prison on
4 May and confronted the authorities.
Approval was given for Rinaldy to fly to
Jakarta the next day for treatment.

Indian vote brings hope

I

n February 1998 the BJP rode to power
in India on a platform of hard-line Hindu
nationalism. The BJP became synonymous
with anti-conversion laws, “re-conversion” ceremonies, “saffronising” (rewriting) Indian history text books, the massacre of Muslims in Gujarat, and systematically persecuting Christians nationwide.
To the great surprise of all observers,
the BJP has now been voted out of power.
In Tamil Nadu, the responses of Chief
Minister Jayalalitha, a Hindu hardliner
and BJP ally, included increased aid for the
poor and the immediate axing of the Tamil
Nadu anti-conversion law. The election
winner, Congress, led by Sonia Gandhi (a
Catholic), is totally devoted to secular
politics and full religious freedom. Hindu
hardliners are not happy.

Passion in Arabic

T

o widespread amazement, Mel
Gibson’s movie The Passion of the Christ
was released recently in Qatar. Until now
only the Jesus film in Arabic has been able
to be shown to a handful of Qataris in the
secrecy of a home setting. In the coming
weeks, potentially tens of thousands of
Arab Muslims will see this powerful portrayal of Christ’s suffering and death.
The Arabic subtitles were completely
accurate – there had been no watering
down or change to any language that
Muslims would not agree with. Muslims
watching the movie are reported to have
been deeply moved – gasping, crying and
reacting with disgust to the brutality that
Jesus faced.
The film is so popular in nearby Kuwait
that they have been cancelling other films
to show it. It is estimated that more than
half the viewers are local Muslims, includAU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 2
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ing women in burkas. On the second day
of the showings, several of the local newspapers had the advertisement for the film
on the front page.
It appears that even Saudi Arabia is getting a chance to see the film, albeit
through pirated DVDs. There are no
movie theatres in Saudi Arabia.
It is reported that Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat watched The Passion of the
Christ at a private screening in the West
Bank city of Ramallah, and made a positive statement about it.
Joel News

Tortured to death

A

young Pakistani Christian faced brutal
torture, leading to his death, at the hands
of the students and staff of an Islamic religious school. According to a Voice of the
Martyrs source in Pakistan, Javeed Anjum
was grabbed while drinking from a tap at
an Islamic school. Students and staff gathered around him and ordered that he
embrace Islam by reciting the Islamic
creed. When he refused, they began to
beat him.
Javeed was beaten and tortured for five
days. Near death, he was taken to a police
station, then a hospital, but on 2 May he
died of kidney failure, as a result of the
beatings he had faced. An autopsy has
shown the brutal torture he faced at the
school. A police report has been filed
against the school administration.
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to prosecute those expressing religious
beliefs as a positive reason for this bill,
saying, “Police have so far been powerless
to prosecute the likes of Rev. Fred Phelps
of Topeka, Kan., who runs a website that
declares God hates homosexuals.”
Voice of the Martyrs

Sharia expands in Nigeria

C

hristians in Zamfara state in northern
Nigeria face increasing concerns as new
sharia laws have been introduced, to be
implemented soon. According to a report
from BBC the laws would mandate that all
businesses must shut down during the five
daily Muslim prayers and that all “unauthorised” places of worship would be shut
down. This would specifically cause many
small churches to close. At the launch of
“Sharia Phase 2”, the state governor,
Ahmed Sani declared that all non-Islamic
places of worship would soon be
destroyed – even though freedom of religion is enshrined in Nigeria’s constitution.
Voice of the Martyrs

Ambon pressure eases

T

ensions in Ambon, Indonesia, have
eased, according to the executive secretary
of the Uniting International Mission of
the Uniting Church in Australia, Rev.
John Barr. “However I still sense some
great tensions,” Mr Barr reported.

“Around 30,000 IDPs (internally displaced persons) remain in and around
Ambon because it is still not safe for them
to return home, or because Muslims now
occupy their land.”
Mr Barr travelled by boat to neighbouring islands. He met two teenagers
who had fled their village only the night
before. “This village is one of many that
has been forced to convert to Islam,” says
Mr Barr. “People have been living this
forced existence for a long time.”
Violence and coercion in “the name of
God” is rife in Indonesia. These two
teenagers talked about forced circumcisions followed by forced marriages.
Tragically, armed militants continue to use
religion and the name of Islam as a means
of terrorising local communities.
Christians in remote parts of eastern
Indonesia are victims of some terrible
abuse.
Yet, in their hearts, these people hold
on to their true identity as Christians, Mr
Barr says. Violence, coercion and intimidation cannot take this away from them.
The young women shared how people in
their home village quietly recite the Lord’s
Prayer under their breath. Every day they
“sing” praises to the Lord in their hearts
and in some cases, Christian villagers have
secretly exhumed the bodies of their family members and reburied them with
Christian rites.
World Evangelical Alliance

Canada passes hate bill

C

anada has passed into law a bill which
revises the hate propaganda laws to
include sexual orientation. Christians
have been concerned because of the vague
wording and potential for abuse.
Many religious groups, including the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
(EFC) and the Catholic Civil Rights
League, have expressed concerns that,
despite assurances that religious opinion
will be exempt, the courts have frequently
restricted the use of religious beliefs as a
defence.
In reporting the passage of the bill on
29 April, the National Post gave the ability

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au

South Yarra Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road, South Yarra

15Oth Anniversary

South Yarra Presbyterian Church is having its 150th Anniversary on the
weekend of 3/4 July 2004, the Lord willing. The theme is:

‘As for Me and My House We Will Serve the Lord’
We are keen to have as many people as possible who have been associated with the
congregation over the years present with us.

On Saturday 3 July
We will host a church history morning, followed by a bring & share lunch
Then the book launch of the first part of the three part history of SYPC.
Followed by an opportunity to catch up with old friends

On Sunday 4 July
AM 10:00am service. Communion service with the Moderator-General
of the PCA and Superintendent of the PIM, Rev Jack Knapp. Followed by lunch.
PM 5:30pm service. Dr Douglas Milne, special guest preacher.
RSVP or further information: Stuart Bonnington 9867 4637
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N

E

Vietnamese demonstrate

S

On the
Agenda

Amanylongofwith
Easter celebrations this year,
the persecuted Christians in the
highlands of Vietnam gathered for peaceful demonstrations, protesting the government’s suppression of Christianity
and calling for international UN monitors.
According to the Montagnard
Foundation, the authorities responded
with force to the thousands who were
demonstrating, beating them with electric
batons, throwing rocks, and shooting
them. There were also reports of decapitations. As many as 400 demonstrators were
reported killed in various cities. There are
concerns that thousands may try to flee to
Cambodia.
Responding to prior government
claims that the people were seeking independence, Kok Ksor, pesident of the
Montagnard Foundation, said, “All we
want is to live as indigenous peoples on
our ancestral lands without fear of persecution,without the Vietnamese authorities
interfering in our religious affairs nor
forcing us to renounce Christ and without the fear our ancestral lands will be
confiscated where we are driven to a life of
poverty.”
Voice of the Martyrs
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Atheism by stealth
By Barney Zwartz

Adiscussion
silent censorship of religion in public
could put religious liberty at
risk in Australia, a visiting moral philosopher has warned. According to Dr Samuel
Gregg, this trend means religious communities should reconsider state funding of
schools and charities before it is used to
put pressure on them.
Dr Gregg, who is research director of
the Acton Institute in the United States,
and a visiting professor at Melbourne’s
John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the
Family, was giving the annual Acton
Lecture in Sydney last month.
He said “doctrinaire secularism” was
playing a bigger role in political debate and
legal judgments and steadily eroding religious liberty.
Dr Gregg said freedom of religion
meant more than just freedom to go to
church, mosque or synagogue, it included
debate in the “public square’’. But the secularist state held that any action motivated
by religion was unacceptable in the public
square. This subtle censorship amounted
to promoting atheism as the unofficial

Rejoice!

Worship

The Hymnbook for today’s
church.

The Book of Common Order
of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia
• Book
$29.95
• CD-ROM Version $34.95

• contemporary
• Christ-centred
• suitable for all ages
• more than 43,000 copies sold
since 1987...

Editions available:
Organist:
Words Only:
Melody Line Only:

$40.00
$16.00
$16.00

(CD-ROM includes Worship Book
in Adobe Acrobat format
and all RTF type files
that allow editing of text
to suit individual needs.
Suitable for PC and Mac users.)
All prices quoted in this advertisement
are inclusive of GST.
All orders plus postage and handling.

Available From:
Miss Mary Beavan, PO Box 190, Portland NSW 2847
Phone (02) 6355 5063 Fax (02) 6355 5783 Email: rejoice@lisp.com.au
Victoria: Presdata Services
22 Barkly Street, Mordialloc, 3195
Phone (03) 9580 5940 Email: rejoice@presdata.com.au
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state religion.
“Faith communities need to think seriously about their relationship with the
state, especially when it comes to state
funding of schools and charities. One has
to wonder how long it will be before people in positions of power use these financial linkages to tell people how to behave.’’
Dr Gregg said this had already happened in the US and Canada, with courts
ordering religious organisations to do
things that according to their faith were
morally wrong and even defining what
could be a religious activity.
He said constraining religious liberty
had profound implications because religious liberty was the first liberty, protecting
both believers and non-believers. “Any constraining of that beyond the demands of
public order should raise severe questions
about how genuinely free a society is.’’
Dr Gregg said faith communities
should stop expending their moral capital
by lobbying on political questions that
were matters for prudential judgment.
This could lead politicians to see religious
leaders as just another lobby group to be
appeased, manipulated or ignored. He
said: “I have often wondered to what
extent such lobbying ... trivialises the religious communities’ prophetic voice on
fundamental issues of moral culture, of
good and evil, of life and death.’’
The Age

Vacancy
Scots Presbyterian Church
in Fremantle,
Western Australia,
is seeking expressions of interest
to fill the charge, which becomes
vacant on 31 July.
Fremantle is a city of charm and
character, and would suit a minister
who was comfortable with a closeto-city parish with scope for growth.
Scots was the first Presbyterian
Church in the Fremantle district,
and the second Presbyterian
Church in Western Australia.
A modern four-bedroom manse
with study is provided.
For expressions of interest,
contact The Interim Moderator,
Rev. Keith Morris, 1A McNeil St,
Peppermint Grove, W.A. 6011
Phone: (08) 9384 9186
Email: keithwm@global.net.au
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Half-truth
Sin hasn’t disappeared, except in our preaching.

M

en want better methods; God
wants better men. This aphorism (which should be seen as
gender-inclusive) highlights
what is for me one of the less understood
problems of the Australian church, but
one that runs deep. That is the way we
have often unwittingly adopted secular
standards and principles, thus remaking
God in our image. We cannot stand
entirely apart from the wider culture, and
nor should we, but if we don’t engage
with it intelligently we end up adopting it.
Or, rather, it adopts us.
In what follows I am greatly indebted
to American theologian David Wells who
is concerned that the church has lost its
moral compass. He fears that a tide of
nominalism to match anything the
Catholic church ever suffered is sweeping
the evangelical church. Just as evangelicals
seem to be emerging victorious from their
century-long struggle against liberalism,
they are abandoning the commitment to
truth that enabled their success. The
threat now, which is sapping the church
from within, is the modern marketing
approach. By this I don’t mean the dominance of style over substance so much as
an actual distortion of the Christian message that robs it of power in people’s lives.
It’s not that evangelicals have denied
the great doctrines: the doctrines of God,
of Christ, of salvation, of man. But they
are less likely to live by these doctrines.
These truths don’t guide people – in the
pulpit or in the pews – as once they did.
Now most Christians understand that
while the gospel core stands unchanged,
the way it is presented can and must adapt
to local contexts. Marketing has played a
particularly powerful role in economic
discourse for two decades. So what’s
wrong with applying marketing principles
to the church?

W

hat’s wrong is that it costs half the
gospel message. The biblical command is to repent and believe. The marketing gospel leaves out repentance, rendering the belief part unrecognisable.
Accompanied by repentance, belief
becomes a commitment; without repentance, it is a lifestyle choice that can be
changed at your convenience. Indeed, it is

Barney
Zwartz
more basic than that. If we don’t understand sin we don’t even understand our
need for salvation, let alone the depth of
God’s love. The gospel becomes something quite different – as it is in many
parts of the church. So if evangelicals
don’t preserve this biblical truth, who
will?
The problem with what I call the marketing gospel is evident in the vocabulary.
The marketing paradigm is the buyer or
customer – and the customer is always
right.
First, a marketing approach tries
This gospel
to present the
begins with us:
product so that
with our
the consumers
anxiety and
will desire it. This
is an entirely difpain and
ferent relationdisillusionment.
ship, and utterly
the opposite of
classical Christianity. The new picture puts
people at the centre, rather than God. It’s
what God can do for us. This gospel begins
with us: with our anxiety and pain and disillusionment. God is valued not for who
He is, but what He does for us. He calms
our fear and provides a sense of wholeness.
The marketing gospel presents a God who
is there for our benefit, to make our lives
go smoothly. But the Bible teaches a sovereign God whom we are to love for
Himself. More, we are to serve and obey
Him, though He promises us trials and
tribulation before ultimate triumph.
This marketing trend is obvious in
many modern songs of praise – and I
don’t mean musical style or the instruments used, I mean the theological content. They don’t focus on God’s character
and attributes and works, as did the
ancient creeds and hymns. Instead, they
focus on our psychological state – how we
feel, our delight, our feelings of closeness,
our gratitude. Sin is merely a psychological problem, rather than a moral one.
Here we see the influence of secular psy-

chology: guilt is to be soothed away, we
are to accept ourselves, rather than seeing
our guilt as a spur to action. Look at Isaiah
in Isaiah 6: “Woe to me. I am a man of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the
King.”
Contrast that attitude with this modern song of praise:
“I need you to hold me
Like my daddy never could,
And I need you to show me
How resting in your arms can be so good
I need you to walk with me
Hand in hand, we’ll run and play
And I need you to talk to me
Tell me again you’ll stay.”
Such sticky sentimentality is not going
to deepen anyone’s faith or understanding, or motivate them to a deeper walk. To
the contrary, God is an indulgent daddy or
lover who requires nothing, and what He
offers is merely psychological support.
That’s important, but if it’s all we’re
offered it’s a woefully inadequate gospel.
The second problem with the marketing gospel is that it tries to meet what the
customers feel their needs are. But feltneeds may disguise the real needs, as the
Bible puts them. It assumes people know
they need salvation. But the spiritually
dead cannot diagnose their condition. The
comfort the church offers must not be a
false consolation. Salvation means more
than therapy, more than a way of negotiating our path in the world. It is that, of
course, but it’s much more.

A

nd of course we are to offer unconditional love to all, but that doesn’t
mean unconditional acceptance of everything they do. Too many Christians have
accepted the world’s definition of love as
unconditional tolerance, so that we affirm
not only people but what they do. I want
to tell you, tolerance is a limited virtue. It
usually means merely that we don’t much
care. Compare that with the gospel, which
both provides power to overcome sin and
charges us to imitate Christ. God accepts
us just as we are – but He doesn’t leave us
there.
The third problem with the marketing
gospel is that it can’t ask consumers to
make an absolute commitment to a product. But Christianity demands such com-
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mitment. To “buy” Christianity means
you have to surrender to Christ. It’s a
contradiction in terms. Such a gospel does
not mention cost – forsaking all to follow
him, as Jesus requires. This is what
Bonhoeffer called cheap grace.
The fourth problem flows directly
from that: the marketing gospel cannot
build the church. Customers don’t have
duties or obligations, they can stay disengaged. They don’t have to commit to and
contribute to God’s steady construction
work, being sandpaper to others’ rough
edges and being rubbed smoother in
turn. They can flit here and there, accepting the comfort while rejecting the challenge. But the church is those who are
called – ekklesia, called out – it is the people of God as a body, working together.
Fifth, the marketing gospel focuses on
processes and results. It becomes
obsessed with numbers, growth, efficiency. To criticise this is not to endorse
the opposite extreme of complacency and
lack of evangelistic effort. But many faithful Christians create a rod for their own
backs with unrealistic expectations. After
all, the Bible tells us that Paul planted the
seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it
grow (1 Cor 3:5).

S

o, churches influenced by modern
marketing principles are inclined to
present God’s love but not His holiness.
And of course God’s love is at the centre
of the Gospel. But without His holiness,
His love is sentimentalised and diminished, grace is trivialised. Those who
understand what sin is struggle to avoid it,
be it pride and selfishness, or adultery, or
exploitation. Unfortunately many in
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evangelical churches don’t understand sin:
that is one reason why they have so many
nominal Christians.
One of the questions I was asked to
address was sexual abuse: how badly has
this damaged the church, and are we at last
getting it right?
The
sexual
abuse crisis has
The pendulum been catastrophic,
is swinging, especially in the
Catholic church.
and people Though many
are ready Catholic apoloto hear the gists believe their
gospel again. church has been
unfairly singled
out, that the
media has sensationalised their cases, that
they are no worse than the general population, the evidence is that the type of
abuse and the extent of abuse has been
much worse in the Catholic church than
other churches. And, of course, even
more damaging than the abuse was the
cover-up, the lying, protecting abusers
from the law, simply moving them from
parish to parish, the secrecy, the refusal to
acknowledge the victims or, when they
did, the pressure on victims to be silent.
About 4 per cent of American priests over
the past 50 years – that’s 4400 – were
accused of abusing 11,000 minors, according to a survey released this month. And
that’s just the cases that came out. A survey of American Catholics found that 87
per cent wanted bishops who protected
child molesters removed. We can guess
what those outside the church think.
Worryingly, there is evidence that
many in the hierarchy, especially in Rome,
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simply don’t understand how damaging
the sexual abuse has been and continues
to be. The Pope, a colossus in standing
against communism and for human
rights, has been a moral pygmy in protecting human rights within the church,
that is the rights of abuse victims. These
are strong words, but I have just finished
reading a book by two American journalists that is quite appalling. It suggests the
Vatican is as much as ever into denial,
secrecy and cover-ups, and that this attitude starts at the very top with John Paul
II and Cardinal Ratzinger. The Vatican’s
over-arching concern has been to protect
clerical power and authority. Ironically,
nothing could so have undermined it. In
Australia, I think, they get it; the way
then-Archbishop Pell stood down until an
investigation into allegations against him
was completed was admirable. But his
comment that abortion was far worse
than sexual abuse was at best unwise.
Meanwhile Rome would prefer to
blame the media and secular culture. The
media certainly often has a lot to answer
for, but in this case I say thank God for
the media – such justice and reform as has
been achieved has come mainly through
the courts and the press.

T

his is an age, as many have noted,
when people are suspicious of authority, and suspicious of institutions. The
churches had a marvellous chance to
impress by cleaning their house and showing the gospel in action. Instead, most
people believe they have had to be dragged
kicking and screaming every step that they
have had to take. Protestant churches are
less damaged, but many still have a lot of
ground to make up. Protocols and
processes are now in place but the community’s trust must be re-won.
The message I want to leave is this: The
gospel is no less powerful today than it
has been for 2000 years. But it has to be
the God-centred gospel of the Bible. The
pendulum is swinging, and people are
ready to hear the gospel again. But the
church must recover its sense of sin, both
to present the gospel properly and in its
own life. If we don’t live an authentic
Christian life, why should the world listen
to us? As 19th century Anglican priest
Sydney Smith aptly said, “he who marries
the spirit of the age will soon find himself
a widower”.
This is an edited version of a speech by
Barney Zwartz, religion editor of The Age,
to the Recreating Australia conference of
more than 500 evangelical church leaders in
ap
Melbourne last month.

C U L T U R E

TV Watch
There’s Something
About Miriam
Reviewed by Mike O’Connor

T

he latest in “reality television” has
us sitting on the edge of our seats
waiting for Miriam’s little secret
to be revealed. Unlike other reality shows like Big Brother, My Restaurant
Rules and Survivor which are fairly predictable, there is something different in
There’s Something About Miriam.
Six British bachelors are slugging it to
win not only a prize pool of more than
$A25,000 but also a luxury cruise and of
course capturing the Latino beauty’s
heart. The Mexican-born model is in
search of her dream man in her ultimate
quest for love and happiness.
But before you start thinking not

W A T C H

another “reality” television dating program in similar vein to The Bachelor or
Average Joe, Miriam has a secret that she
can’t hide much longer.
Miriam is a pre-operative transsexual –
that’s right friends, Miriam is a bloke!
Now I want to take it as read that we
are disturbed at such depravity not only
at the promotion of homosexual promiscuity but also of the lies and deception
used to trick people into forming a relationship with Miriam on false grounds eg:
she is a he. It’s offensive and simultaneously very sad that someone like Miriam
is so insecure in who he is as a person that
he feels the need to be someone else. Of
course, it bothers us that all of this takes
place on prime-time commercial television.
But have you noticed how unreal reality TV is becoming? While I do live in a
small rural farming community I doubt
very much that There’s Something About
Miriam is even close to the reality of the
lives of most people. While the Fab 5
might be offering A Queer Eye For The
Straight Guy, I can’t imagine – no, don’t
want to imagine – them even offering me
advice on how I should live. Yet these programs continue to rate through the roof,
and each week people in our neighbourhoods (maybe even our churches) tune in

to Big Brother Uncut to be titillated by
looking to the lives of others because ours
are so boring!
At that point, how different are we
from Miriam? Wanting to be something
or someone that we are not? Unhappy
with our own lives, unhappy at who we
are before God? Unsatisfied and so insecure with the life He gives to us that we go
looking for pleasure in other places than
from the hand of the one who holds pleasures in His hands? C.S Lewis was right:
we are far too easily pleased. We place
greater enjoyment in the next eviction
show than we do in the one who holds the
keys to death and hell.
The answer isn’t necessarily in boycotting the show or writing letters of
complaint – though feel free to do that.
The real question is who do we love
more? Christ and his benefits clothed in
the gospel, or the reality that the world
offers, a man dressed as a woman? The
producers of There’s Something About
Miriam want us to leave the program asking “is all truly fair in love and war?” But I
think James’s question to us is a better
one: … don’t you know that friendship
with the world is hatred toward God?
Rev. Mike O’Connor is minister of Henty
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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The Oh! factor
With no Oh! The Christian walk has no go.

W

e who speak the English language have in that language a
most remarkable instrument
for the communication of
ideas. Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary
lists 550,000 words. And it is a solemn and
beautiful thought that in our worship of
God there sometimes rush up from the
depths of our souls feelings that all this
wealth of words is not sufficient to
express. To be articulate at certain times
we are compelled to fall back upon “Oh!”
or “O!” — a primitive exclamatory sound
that is hardly a word at all and that
scarcely admits of a definition.
Vocabularies are formed by many
minds over long periods and are capable
of expressing whatever the mind is capable of entertaining. But when the heart, on
its knees, moves into the awesome
Presence and hears with fear and wonder
things not lawful to utter, then the mind
falls flat, and words, previously its faithful
servants, become weak and totally incapable of telling what the heart hears and
sees. In that awful moment the worshiper
can only cry “Oh!” And that simple exclamation becomes more eloquent than
learned speech and, I have no doubt, is
dearer to God than any oratory.

I

t is not by accident that the idiom of the
Christian religion abounds with exclamations. Christianity contemplates things
transcendent and seeks to engage the infinite and the absolute. It approaches the
Holy of Holies and looks with astonished
wonder upon the face of God; then language, no matter how full or how facile, is
simply not adequate. “O the depths of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out”
(Rom. 11:33). The exclamation “O” could

A.W. Tozer
not be omitted from that rhapsody. It is
the fountain out of which everything else
flows.
Many of our Christian hymns reveal
this same exclamatory quality, chiefly
because they embody an intensity of feeling that rises above rational meanings and
definitions into the realm of the numinous. The Moravian Hymnal, for
instance, lists about three hundred verse
lines that begin
with “O”. While
it would not be
wise to press this
When we
too far (since litbecome too
erary custom may
glib in prayer
dictate the use of
we are most
emotional lansurely talking
guage where no
to ourselves.
particular emotion is present),
still the fact that
there is such a large number of exclamations among the hymns surely does have
real meaning for us.
In the inspired Scriptures, where no
imperfection is to be found, the exclamatory vocable occurs constantly. Prophets
and psalmists continually find themselves
on the brink of the infinite gazing into an
abysm of divinity that quite overwhelms
them and squeezes from their hearts such
bursts of feeling as mere words cannot
express. It is then that “Oh!” and “Ah”
come spontaneously to their lips, as when
Jeremiah, upon hearing the voice of the
Lord, responds, “Ah, Lord God! behold, I
cannot speak: for I am a child”; or when

Songs of Deliverance
The new CD by gifted Australian singer-songwriter Jason Coghill
formerly of Sons of Korah
Featuring new settings of 10 psalms including Ps 8, 34, 51 and 102
$29.95 including postage,
jcoggers@hotmail.com, 0421 163 624, 7 Davey St, East Geelong 3219
Jason is available for ministry in churches singing and sharing from the psalms.
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Ezekiel standing in the valley of bones
cries out, “O Lord God, thou knowest.”
In theology there is no “Oh!” and this
is a significant if not an ominous thing.
Theology seeks to reduce what may be
known of God to intellectual terms, and
as long as the intellect can comprehend it
can find words to express itself. When
God Himself appears before the mind,
awesome, vast and incomprehensible,
then the mind sinks into silence and the
heart cries out “O Lord God!” There is
the difference between theological knowledge and spiritual experience, the difference between knowing God by hearsay
and knowing Him by acquaintance. And
the difference is not verbal merely; it is
real and serious and vital.
We Christians should watch lest we
lose the “Oh!” from our hearts. There is
real danger these days that we shall fall
victim to the prophets of poise and the
purveyors of tranquility, and our
Christianity be reduced to a mere evangelical humanism that is never disturbed
about anything nor overcome by any
“trances of thought and mountings of the
mind”.

W

hen we become too glib in prayer we
are most surely talking to ourselves.
When the calm listing of requests and the
courteous giving of proper thanks take
the place of the burdened prayer that
finds utterance difficult we should beware
the next step, for our direction is surely
down whether we know it or not.
Churches and missionary societies
should keep always before them the
knowledge that progress can be made
only by the “Ohs” and “Ahs” of Spiritfilled hearts. These are the pain cries of the
fruitful mother about to give birth. For
them there is no substitute; not plans nor
programs nor techniques can avail without them. They indicate the presence of
the Holy Spirit making intercessions with
groanings that cannot be uttered. And
this is God’s only method in the local
church or on the mission field.
This extract is taken from A.W. Tozer, Born
After Midnight (Christian Publications,
ap
1989).

L

Letters
Mel’s masterpiece

Icomments
agree with Luke Tattersall’s positive
about Mel Gibson’s The
Passion of the Christ, but I think he has
been a bit tough on Mel. The important
thing is not that a film about Jesus goes
beyond the scriptural text but that it
should not be contrary to the text as many
previous films have been.
The points listed as having no basis in
scripture could have happened, the
Bible does not preclude them. The
crushing of the serpent in the garden
was a brilliant reference to Genesis 3:15
which unfortunately very few in the
audience would understand, and even if
the Bible does not state that Satan was
hovering in the background I am sure
that he was.
I agree that the physical punishment
was overdone but the Gospels certainly
imply that Jesus was punished more than
usual. Crucifixion was designed to kill
people slowly and some spent days hanging on a cross. Jesus did not even last out
the day. He was dead in a few hours obviously as a result of what had happened to
him before being crucified.
In most of the portrayals of Jesus in
previous films, he comes across as a
pathetic wimp. Mel wanted to show him
as a real man. We very glibly say “Jesus was
crucified” or “Jesus died for our sins”
without understanding what really happened. Mel has decided to show us what
those statements really mean.
I thought it was a masterpiece and
while harrowing to watch it really brought
home what Jesus did for me.
Bob Menzies
Padstow, NSW

Snobbish Presbyterians

LtheukeChrist
Tattersall’s review of The Passion of
gave a really bad picture of
Presbyterians as being narrow, even snobbish. We alone are those who understand
the Bible and our interpretation is the
only correct one.
The review was nit-picky in the
extreme. It made no allowance for artistic
licence. If we followed the writer’s line
Mel Gibson was wrong because he
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expressed his interpretation of the scriptural events. It is just as likely that many
of the things that happened on that day
are not written.
Having seen the movie, I found that
when the story of the crucifixion was read
on Good Friday it was much more meaningful.
Articles like this, and some of the letters to the editor, do a great deal of damage to our denominations. The
Christianity portrayed is not attractive
and turns people away. As a denomination we need a wider view, something
like the apostle Paul’s attitude: “Some
indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will...What
then? Only that in every way, whether in
pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice” (Phil.
1:15,18).
Ron Neems
Concord, NSW

Irrev. and Irrelev.

B
enjamin Ho (Letters, AP, November
2003) says he has no problems about ministers using the title “Reverend”. That may
be so, but it is not the issue. It is God who
matters. He says through the Psalmist:
“He sent redemption to His people: He
has commanded His covenant for ever.
Holy and reverend is His name”
(Ps.111:9).
Now although we are called by His
name, that does not mean we can appropriate God’s names to ourselves.
Presbyterians can hardly criticise the Pope
for calling himself Holy Father if our own
ministers appropriate “Reverend”,
another name for God, to themselves.
Moreover in these ungodly times it
does not seem very appropriate. Surely
the minister who tells jokes and entertains
from the pulpit is not reverent but irreverent. He should change his title to “Irrev”.
Likewise the minister who never proclaims Christ’s words from the housetops
(Mt. 10:27) or in the market places or in
the school rooms but assimilates to the
culture, should accordingly alter his title
to “Irrelev”.
As for dress while preaching, I am certain that the Lord would not be offended
if ministers wore clothing made of camel’s
hair and a leather girdle about their loins if
they would only preach like John.
Neil Cadman,
Norman Park, Qld

Which tradition?

T(Letters,
he statistics quoted by Arnold Jago
AP, April) are revealing and challenging. But I am sceptical about the accuracy of the George Barna figures and the
claim that an apparent 15 per cent drop in
male attendance in just four years in the
USA was due to “female clergy, acceptance of fatherless families...”.
Men have been in the minority in most
churches for many years, an issue that
does need addressing, but the solution
cannot and will not be a return to “tradition”. What is needed is a return to faithful and relevant proclamation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ crucified , dead and
risen. If that is what Mr Jago meant by tradition then good, but why not say so?
“Tradition” can mean many things: the
Latin mass, preaching in gaelic, singing
only Psalms, segregating congregations
into male and female (as in the
Synagogue), requiring ministers to robe
and wear dog collar! The key is the
Gospel, faithfully and lovingly proclaimed, without which we will lose not
just the men but the women and children
as well. Tradition has its place, but the
Gospel must have first place!
Rev. Peter Dunstan,
Hunter Baillie, NSW.

Seeking fellowship

IPresbyterian
am a Hungarian student at the
Union Theological College
in Belfast, having concluded theological
studies in the Protestant Theological
Institute in Kolozsvar, Transylvania. Now
I am a licensed minister and will be
ordained next year.
The Hungarian Reformed Church and
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland are sister churches. I am looking for a
Presbyterian congregation from Australia
that would be willing to be twinned with a
Hungarian Reformed congregation from
Transylvania. In July or August I will
return to Transylvania and start my ministry in a town 250 kilometres from
Budapest.
Write to Balint Karoly Zaban, Union
Theological College, 108 Botanic Avenue
Belfast BT 7 1JT Northern Ireland/UK,
or Sinleani-317206 No. 140 Judetul Arad
Romania.
Balint Karoly Zaban
Belfast, Ireland
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JUNE 2004
21 Chandra Smith APWM / SIM medical
worker from Stanthorpe, Qld, preparing to serve in Ecuador.
22 The maintenance of Biblical family
standards in the face of moves for the
legalization of same-sex “marriages”
overseas and here.
23 Cheltenham parish, Melbourne;
(about 105 c&a (communicants and
adherents), 25 yf (younger folk –
Sunday School and youth) and 8 e
(elders). David and Chris Palmer.
24 Strathfield parish, Sydney; with about
80 c&a, 30 yf and 4 e. Robert and
Pamela McKean; and the two local
Korean parishes – Antioch with about
250 c&a and 110 yf. Ki-Ok and Sun
Ok Jung; and Siloam, with about 250
c&a, 50 yf and 4 e. Byeong Jae and
Yeorang Ryu.
25 Two Darling Downs parishes with
new pastors: Allora home mission station; with about 30 c&a, 15 yf and 3 e.
Harold and Heather Wills; and Miles
parish (including Condamine and
Dulacca); with about 105 c&a, 50 yf
and 12 e. Wal and Christine Jones.
26 Presbytery of Western Australia; 4
parishes, 2 special parishes and 4 home
mission stations totalling 11 congregations (4 of them “ethnic”) with 660
c&a; 5 missionaries (3 units), 3 ministers under jurisdiction, 2 theological
candidates; the moderator & clerk.
27 Drouin parish, Gippsland, Vic.; with
about 220 c&a, 75 yf and 16 e. Ken
and Gianna Brown.
28 The Evangelical Reformed Church of
Myanmar (Burma) with some 30 congregations and its Bible Institute;
Thang Bwee, its leader. APWM director Bill Lutton recently visited them.
29 North Albert (Beenleigh) home mission station south of Brisbane; with
about 30 c&a and 5 yf. David and Jane
Johnston.
30 Pray for the interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
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Cranbourne-Lyndhurst parish,
Melbourne (including Cardinia and
Koo We Rup); with about 105 c&a, 15
yf and 6 e.
JULY 2004
1 Mt Barker home mission station, in
the Adelaide Hills; with about 50 c&a,
5 yf and 3 e. Rupert Hanna.
2 The electors and politicians of
Australia – pray that in the approaching elections many godly and wise
members and senators will be sent to
Canberra.
3 Skipton-Lismore parish, Victoria; with
about 65 c&a, 20 yf and 5 e. Bruce and
Christine Lees.
4 Queensland General Assembly meeting at Clayfield College: moderator
Ron Pilkington, the clerk and
Assembly officers, conveners and
members; the debates, decisions and
fellowship.
5 The Presbytery of Geelong; 5 parishes
and 1 home mission station totalling
11 congregations with 430 c&a; 1
research professor, 3 retired ministers,
1 under jurisdiction, 3 theological candidates; Graham Hamill clerk.
6 Trundle parish, western NSW (including Tottenham and Tullamore); with
about 75 c&a, 40 yf and 5 e. Frank
and Merle Savage.
7 David and Ashleigh Burge APWM /
Pioneers workers from Ashfield,
NSW serving in Mongolia.
8 Penrith parish, western Sydney; with
about 160 c&a, 35 yf and 6 e. William
and Leonie Morrow.
9 Reservoir parish; with about 90 c&a,
45 yf and 6 e. Ross and Sue Tucker,
recently arrived; and Whittlesea
Mernda home mission station; with
about 40 c&a and 10 yf. Rod Scott,
and Scott Kroeger church planting.
10 Claire Schofield APWM / Interserve
worker from Hobart serving in
Mongolia as a physiotherapist.
11 Bassendean home mission station ,
Perth; with about 50 c&a, 3 yf and 2 e.
Ross and Sue Fraser.
12 Hurstville parish, southern Sydney;
with about 225 c&a, 70 yf and 10 e.

13

14

15

16

17
18
19

20

Kevin and Julie Murray, and Adriaan
and Cara Schepel; and the Hurstville
Indonesian parish; with about 110
c&a, 25 yf and 5 e. Harrijanto and Sui
Jun Han Rusli. Both Adriaan and
Harrijanto have been inducted recently.
South Yarra parish, Melbourne, celebrating its 150th aniversary; with
about c&a, yf and e. Stuart and
Sharon Bonnington; and the Arabic
congregation there; with about 45
c&a, 15 yf and 3 e. Botros and Beta
Botrosdief.
Tamworth Community parish; with
about 125 c&a, 90 yf and 5 e. Keith
and Vivian Walker, recently joined by
Philip and Lydia Chang; also Glen
Innes home mission station; with
about 60 c&a, 35 yf and 4 e. where
Lance and Daphne Jackson have
started work, and Amdrew and
Belinda Satchell, newly at Manilla; all
are in New England, NSW.
Pray for the interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy in
Home Hill home mission station,
north Qld; with about 25 c&a and 3 e.
Presbytery of Sydney; 23 parishes and
1 home mission station totalling 26
congregations with 3520 c&a; 2 deaconesses, 1 school chaplain, 1 hospital
chaplain, 1 chaplain to the aged, 1
minister to the deaf, 2 theological
teachers, 4 retired ministers, 12 under
jurisdiction, 5 theological candidates;
Robert McKean clerk.
Central Sydney parish (Darlington);
with about 85 c&a and 3 e. David and
Kathy Thurston.
Finance Boards, Trustees and
Assembly treasurers in all states and
GAA agencies.
The General Assembly of the NSW
church holding its meeting in residential mode at Stanwell Tops south of
Sydney; Paul Logan moderator, the
clerk and other officers; the devotional, study and business activities.
Wentworthville parish, western
Sydney (including Giraween); with
about 140 c&a, 75 yf and 6 e. David
and Margaret Griffin.
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Books
A History of the Work
of Redemption
Jonathan Edwards
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1774,
reprinted 2003.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

Jestonathan
Edwards was one of the greatphilosophers and theologians who
ever lived – a fact recognised by
Christians and unbelievers alike. A
History of the Work of Redemption represents a series of sermons preached at
Northampton in 1739, and not intended
for publication. What Edwards intended
to do was to write a book outlining how
God has worked in human history from
the time of the Fall to the end of the
world. However, his early death in 1758,
after receiving a smallpox inoculation,
meant that the proposed work never
eventuated. Thankfully, we have his sermons.
Edwards sees a pattern in history:
“Sometimes the light shines brighter, and
at other times more obscurely; sometimes
grace prevails, at other times it seems to
languish for a great while together; now
corruption prevails, and then grace revives
again. But in general grace is growing.”
Another pattern Edwards discerned was
that “Time after time, when religion
seemed to be almost gone, then God
granted a revival, and sent some angel, or
raised up some eminent person, to be an
instrument of their reformation.”
Indeed, we see that all through the history of redemption – in the promises to
Abraham, the call of Moses in Egypt, the
choosing of David as king, and the coming of Christ. God’s work is, as Edwards
said, always “surprising”. Until the time of
the emperor Constantine (who died in
337), the heathen persecuted the Church;
then Antichrist (the Pope) persecuted the
Church; and before the end, Gog and
Magog will do so. To Edwards, it was clear
that the three most dangerous foes of
Christianity are heathenism, the Papacy
and Islam.
Edwards looked ahead to a wonderful
and sovereign work of grace. The Jews
will be converted (Rom. 11), and the
world will turn to the light: “All the world
shall then be as one church, one orderly,
regular, beautiful society.” Towards the
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end of this period will come the great
apostasy (Rev.20:3, 7-8). Yet apostasy
shall not prevail but usher in the final victory of Christ. Edwards urges his hearers:
“Let us take encouragement earnestly to
pray for those glorious things which God
has promised to accomplish for his
church.”
Some of Edwards’ claims are more
convincing than others. For example,
Edwards considers that the fifth vial in
Revelation 16:10 refers to the
Reformation’s judgment on the papacy.
This historicist approach to the book of
Revelation runs into many problems. In
his private writings, Edwards suggested
that the Papacy, having begun in 606,
would – on the day-year principle – last
for 1260 years, i.e. until 1866 (Rev.11:2).
That, of course, did not happen. Edwards
also thinks that Daniel 7:20-21 refers to
the loss of Bohemia, the Palatinate and
Hungary to the Protestant cause.
This is a moving work, which sets out
a Christian view of history, and encourages us to pray: ‘Thy kingdom come.’

orating. It is surprising, perhaps, how
often Brown anticipates more modern
debates. One must confess to being
somewhat startled by his warm commendation of a treatise by John Glas, who,
with his son-in-law, Robert Sandeman,
developed the chilling view that faith is
only intellectual assent.
Calvin summarises the message of
Galatians: ‘If we grow at all, let us still
remain with our root and foundation in
the simplicity of the gospel. Let us beware
of swerving from this, even a hair’s
breadth.’ If you are looking to grasp the
message of this most important New
Testament letter, Calvin and Brown prove
to be helpful and challenging teachers and
guides.

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

O
ne would not need to be overly observant to recognise that there is something

John Calvin’s Sermons
on Galatians
Kathy Childress
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1997.

Galatians
John Brown
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, reprinted 2001.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

I

n evangelical circles, Luther has the reputation for being the preacher, and Calvin
for being the scholar and theologian. In
fact, Calvin was a fine preacher in his own
right, as can be see in this systematic
working through of the epistle to the
Galatians in 1557-8. Calvin mostly keeps
close to the text, and applies it warmly and
clearly.
John Brown was a minister of the
United Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
a son and grandson of ministers of the
same name. He hesitates on the dating of
the epistle, putting it sometime between
A.D. 49 and 58 – which is not altogether
helpful. In his comments on various passages, however, Brown is very stimulating,
and often takes the reader down tracks
that are spiritually enlightening and invig-

What’s Going on Out
There?
John Benton
Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2003.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

horribly wrong with the world today.
John Benton uses that fact to telling effect
in producing a booklet that could prove
very useful in evangelism. The one blot is
that it refers to Romans 5:8, and then
comments that “The Bible’s great statement makes no sense unless God and
Christ are one and the same person.”
Christ and God are not the same Person,
of course, but the same in essence. This
error needs to be rectified.
This error aside, Benton’s little booklet
reflects an approach that could well be
used to open a few doors in evangelism.

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 6.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)
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Come and adore Him
Much supposed faith is in fact perjury.

O

ne sometimes wonders how
much worship of God coincides
with reality. Christianity is still
the religion in the world with the
most adherents, but in the light of eternity, that may or may not mean much. We
might begin with A. W. Tozer’s definition:
“Worship is to feel in the heart a humbling
but delightful sense of admiring awe and
astonished wonder, and to express it in
some appropriate manner. Worship is
awesome wonder and overpowering love
in the presence of God.” One perhaps
would want to say more, but one certainly
would not want to say less.
Some worship of God may be utterly
meaningless. The Bible warns against taking religious vows that mean nothing. “It
is better that you should not vow than
that you should vow and not pay”
(Eccles. 5:5; see also Deut. 23:21-23).
Derek Tidball tells of a man who was
asked to say grace in Latin at Cambridge
University. The poor man knew neither
prayers nor Latin, but did know something about detergents, so he intoned:
“Omo, Lux, Domestos, Brobat, Ajax,
Amen.” Everybody else said Amen, and
the meal proceeded. Worship can be as
pointless as that.
People can be keen to make baptismal
or membership vows but careless about
keeping them. So many ministers and religious leaders take vows to uphold the
Christian faith, but they do not believe it.
People can walk out to the front at crusades or concerts, and yet are not converted. So much supposed faith is in fact
perjury. Far better not to do anything in

Peter
Barnes
the first place.
There are dangers in aesthetic or entertaining worship. “And behold, you are to
them like one who sings lustful songs
with a beautiful voice and plays well on an
instrument, for they hear what you say,
but they will not do it” (Ezek. 33:32). In
this case, the problem was not with
Ezekiel but with those who heard him,
albeit
without
spiritual
ears.
They appreciated
He intoned: his capacity to
“Omo, Lux, preach, but only
Domestos, in the same way
Brobat, Ajax, that they would
a
Amen.” appreciate
Everybody else singer in a nightsaid Amen. club.
In Isaiah's day,
the worship of
God became outward only, to the point where God
declared: “Bring no more vain offerings;
incense is an abomination to me. New
moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations – I cannot endure iniquity and
solemn assembly” (Is. 1:13). In Malachi’s
day, God was so exasperated that He
wished that one would shut the doors of
the temple, that the Israelites would not
then kindle fire on God’s altar in vain

(Mal. 1:10). Twice in His public ministry,
the Lord Jesus cleansed the temple – at
the beginning (Jn 2:13-22) and at the end
(Mt. 21:12-17). This was the house of
God in the city of God – but it had all
become corrupt and ungodly. What is
professed and what is real may not coincide. The World Council of Churches, for
example, would be better named the
World Council of Heretics.
When we worship God apart from His
revelation of Himself in His Word, we
reproduce the error of the Pharisees.
Christ declared to them: “You hypocrites!
Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he
said: ‘This people honours Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me; in vain
do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines
the commandments of men’” (Mt. 15:79).
We can fail here in many ways – by
bowing down to statues or, more subtly,
by believing things about God which He
has not told us. Many today are addicted
to the unbiblical view that God accepts all
so-called roads to Himself. Not so – there
is one door, and that is Christ (Jn 10:9).

T

rue worship must be carried out with
faith. “For good news came to us just
as to them, but the message they heard did
not benefit them, because they were not
united by faith with those who listened”
(Heb. 4:2). They heard yet they did not
hear! To hear the word of God, and to go
away unchanged is like seeing oneself in
the mirror, and then forgetting what one
looks like (James 1:23-24). To worship
God rightly is to believe His Word, and to
be transformed by His Word.
Francis Ridley Havergal as a hymnwriter could express herself better than
most of the rest of us can, but as she contemplated God, she recognised the inadequacy of her literary abilities: “If I could
write as I would about the goodness of
God to me, the ink would boil in my pen.”
To worship God is to understand and to
adore – and to recognise the great limitations of our understanding and adoration.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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