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editorial

A

nyone who is looking for clarity about marriage and
sexuality at the moment is bound to be disappointed.
Confusion reigns.
Consider this: on 18 November, the Russian
Orthodox Church severed all ties with the Episcopal Church
(USA) for its blatant disregard of traditional Christian sexual
morality, particularly in its support of homosexuality.
Yet, on the same day, the Massachusetts’ Supreme Judicial
Court ruled in favour of gay marriage, a decision likely to
have far-reaching legislative implications elsewhere in the US.
These disputes are flash-points in the battle between historic Christian tradition and secularism. Patriarch
Bartholomew I, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, put
it bluntly: “We consider their position (the Episcopal
Church) profoundly unchristian and blasphemous.”
The bitter controversies now erupting throughout the
West need to be seen in the broader context of Satan’s unrelenting struggle to halt the advance of Christ’s kingdom.
Every attempt to trivialise God’s purpose in marriage through
the promotion of coarse language, erotica, pornography and
sexual deviance – not to mention the barrage of sexual innuendo that virtually screams at us from our TVs – represents a
sort of satanic sneer to God’s purpose in creating us as sexual
beings with a capacity for lifelong, covenantal commitment.
Why is marriage so important to God? From the first
chapters of Genesis we discover that the institution of marriage represents the climax of God’s creative work. Although
God first created inanimate life, His crowning act involved
the creation of men and woman in His own image and likeness. This was the goal of creation. According to the apostle
Paul, human marriage was meant to be an earthly symbol of
the joys that await believers when united with Christ, ultimately in heaven (Eph. 5:30-32).
We are not surprised, therefore, when the Apocalypse
speaks of the divine plan at the end of history as a marriage
between Christ and His bride, the Church (Rev. 19:7-9). Nor
should it surprise us that Satan would direct all his energies to
perverting God’s symbol.
The role of the church is clear: we must bear witness
against all that disrupts and threatens the institution of marriage. Eternal issues of salvation are involved.
Peter Hastie ap
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God’s gift, devil’s deceit
The meaning, myths and mystery of sexuality.

D

r David Powlison is a graduate of
Harvard
University
and
Westminster
Theological
Seminary and holds a PhD in psychology from the University of
Pennsylvania. He edits the Journal of
Biblical Counseling, counsels and teaches
at the Christian Counseling and
Education Foundation’s School of Biblical
Counseling, and teaches practical theology at Westminster Theological Seminary.
He has written Power Encounters:
Reclaiming Spiritual Warfare, Competent to
Counsel: The History of a Conservative
Protestant Anti-Psychiatric Movement and
Seeing With New Eyes: Counseling and the
Human Condition Through the Lens of
Scripture (2003) as well as numerous other
articles. David and his wife, Nan, live in
Glenside (an outer suburb of
Philadelphia) in Pennsylvania.

Is male or female sexuality simply
about reproduction or does it serve
some other ends?
Reproduction is certainly one purpose
of our sexuality, but I don’t think it’s the

David Powlison
talks to

Peter Hastie
only one. Not all Christians have been
agreed on this, of course.
For instance, in the fourth century
Augustine taught that our sexuality had
only one real purpose, and that was procreation. However, if we say that the sexual act is simply for the purpose of procreation, then we become rather like the
gnostics who despised the physical side of
life and its joys. They denied that pleasure
and delight were a legitimate aspect of
normal sexual relations within marriage.
I think that our sexuality has more
than a reproductive purpose because of
the fact that God has attached pleasure to
the marriage act. Further, I think this is
confirmed by God’s decision to put a
completely erotic book in the Bible – that
is, the Song of Solomon. Of course, there
are many other passages scattered
throughout the Bible that really dignify
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the intimacies and joys of marital fidelity.
So I don’t think it’s either biblical or balanced to look at sexuality purely in pragmatic, functional terms, as though it
serves only a reproductive end. How can
it serve only a reproductive purpose when
we are faced with passages like Proverbs
5:19 which exhort men to find sensual
delight in their wives? This is God’s law!
It commands us to find sensual joy in our
marriage partners.
If you think about it carefully, there are
obviously times when procreation is not
the purpose of the marriage act. For
instance, a husband and wife may engage
in sexual union after they’ve become
aware that the wife has conceived, or they
may enjoy sexual relations while the wife
is still breast-feeding their new-born child,
or after menopause.
Clearly, in these cases, sexual union
serves other purposes such as the expression of oneness, trust, and reconciliation.
Indeed, sometimes when reconciliation
takes place between husband and wife the
intensities of sexual congress become part
of the couple’s expressions of forgiveness

and love for each other. There are a number of positive ends that marital union can
serve.

When Paul says that marriage represents a sacred mystery (Eph. 5:32),
does that give a clue to the purpose of
sexuality in marriage?
I think it’s interesting that God often
uses various aspects of His creation as living pictures about redemption – for
instance, a marriage feast becomes a
metaphor for the celebration and joy of
heaven and marriage itself points to our
faith union with Christ. When Paul says
that marriage represents a sacred mystery,
he is clearly pointing us in the direction of
the oneness and union that we can have
with God through faith in Jesus Christ.
Sometimes I get the question in class
“What does it mean when Jesus says that
in heaven we won’t be given or taken in
marriage?” While much of the future life
is shrouded in mystery, I think Paul’s use
of marriage as a symbol of our relationship with Jesus Christ points us in some
helpful directions. While Jesus suggests
that there will be no sexual relations in
heaven, Paul’s use of the metaphor of
marriage to describe our relationship with
God hints at the fact that indescribable
intimacies await us there for which sexuality is only a dim light.
Heaven will be like the experience of
the full sun. It will be a place of the most
sublime and enriching relational joys that
will transcend the ecstasy of bodily or
physical union. In that sense, it must be
better. Heaven is not a diminution of our
humanity, but its enrichment. So sexuality
must be a pointer to greater joys of intimacy that still await us.

Does the Bible expect us to be squeamish about the subject of sex? If not,
why are there taboos that exist on the
subject in church?
No, I don’t think the Bible expects us
to be squeamish. At the same time, I think
it’s important to point out that the Bible
displays a wonderful kind of delicacy
when it refers to the intimacies of marriage. While it is specific, it never becomes
graphic. It doesn’t elicit morbid fantasies
or anything like that.
Of course, the reason why we have
taboos about the subject of sex is that while
sexuality has such positive potential, under
the reign of sin it can be terribly destructive. Sadly, when it’s perverted by sin, the
expression of our sexuality can give rise to
a great deal of disappointment and unhappiness. So it’s not surprising that a lot of

taboos have grown up around it.
Our culture has now become quite
brazen about sex. And in such a climate
there’s a tendency to oppose brazenness
by squeamishness. It’s hard to find the
better way – candour and straighforwardness – that’s neither brazen nor squeamish. I think it’s important to remember
that when the Bible describes “sin” it uses
terms that have a similar effect to the
generic labels that we see in grocery
stores. For example, if you go to a supermarket and you’re buying frozen corn,
you’ll be faced with an attractive packet of
one brand and also with the generic brand
in rather dull and unexciting packaging,
usually black
and white.
Now let’s see
This is God’s
how this principle works in the
law! It comstory of David
mands us to
and Bathsheba.
find sensual joy
We
know
in our marriage
exactly
what
partners.
happened when
David committed
adultery
with Bathsheba,
but the Bible writer gives us no lurid
details. He simply refers to David’s sin in
a way that does not encourage a lustful use
of our imaginations. The Bible does not
say, “David had this thought, then he
looked at that part of her body... etc”.
Rather, it gives a kind of generic label to
David’s sexual sin.
The Bible is not squeamish in reporting
his sexual vice, but neither is it indulgent
or provocative by arousing impure fantasies. We are spared all the lurid details
that modern fiction writers would give us.
Instead, the Bible shows a certain delicacy
or restraint when it describes his sexual
temptation and fall. It still remains utterly
realistic and straight-shooting, but it
looks at his life from the perspective of
God’s redemption.
We see this principle at work in the
Song of Songs. This book is quite open
about sexuality, but it all takes place in the
context of God’s redemption of His people. It is written from the perspective of
covenant fidelity. In that context, it is very
candid.
The reason we have taboos about sex is
that we know that although our sexuality
can be a very positive force for good, it
also has enormous destructive potential.
One of the early church’s theologians,
Augustine, is considered the father of
Christian prudishness. He knew firsthand how perverted sexuality can be. Yes,

he was certainly over-reacting to the problem, yet when we look at how dark people’s lives can become in this area, we certainly want to avoid behaviours that are
evil and destructive.

The Bible contains stories of adultery,
sex, incest, homosexuality and prostitution. If the Bible has stories like
that, what’s wrong with watching sex
on the big screen, with Dolby surround-sound?
The Bible, particularly Genesis and
Judges, does deal with sex and violence.
No one disputes that. However, what
makes it completely different from the
movies is the interpretive frame. When
the Bible discusses these themes, it interprets them as acts of human degradation
or as atrocities. With the movies it’s different. What is going on there is that the
writers or actors – even if they have a
moralistic tack – are seeking to tantalise us
with evil or arouse our interest in it. So the
frame is wrong. And so is the intent. The
way the movies portray sexual immorality
is what distinguishes them.
The Bible makes it plain that sexual
immorality is wrong and leads to death – it
calls it seduction or harlotry. On the other
hand, Hollywood portrays the same
actions and makes them seem desirable.
They come across as the actions of a
mature, experienced and well-adjusted person. So yes, it is true, the Bible does depict
sex and violence. But it only portrays these
things through the right interpretive grid.
It never uses a form of presentation that
would lead people into sexual vice.

What implications does this have in
teaching children literature?
It means that you have to be careful in
selecting authors. An example that gets
used here is John Updike. He portrays
some fairly graphic sexual scenes in his
novels. But they’re not pornographic
because the people he portrays destroy
their lives through it. When he writes
about the sexual act, he uses language differently from pornographic writers. He
uses words that convey unease, darkness,
guilt and deceit. So Updike’s worldview
tends to support the notion that adultery
is essentially a destructive act. Certain
readers, say college students, could engage
with Updike’s works within a Christian
frame that could be acceptable.
Let me use the analogy of heretical
books. I think we realise that these sort of
books are bidding for your soul. Is it
wrong to read them? No, it’s not wrong;
but, boy, you’d better read them with a
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distinctive Christian worldview in place
and with your eyes open. Now, given the
intimate nature of sexuality, I would have
great cautions dealing with salacious
books. There are so many sexual beguilements in our society that one of the things
we really need is a healthy, holy view of
sexuality.

What does the Bible mean by “lust”?
Is it wrong to have strong sexual
desires for your husband or wife? Is
there any connection between lust
and idolatry?
In English the word “lust” usually has
bad overtones. But the Bible’s word
epithemia (desire, lust) is used with both
positive and negative meanings. It’s a
generic word. It simply means “very
strong desire”. The Bible tells us that the
Holy Spirit has very strong desires for our
growth in faith, love and patience. But we
also learn in Scripture that the “flesh” has
very strong desires for us to worship the
false gods of sex, money, power and status
and so forth. So it can be used in either
sense in the Bible.
In English, however, the semantic use
of “lust” is negatively nuanced. It almost
always refers to sexuality. Personally, I
think you’d have a hard time using the
word lust in English in a positive manner.
A better word for generic purposes is the
word “desire”, in the sense of wanting,
wishing or hoping for something. It can
be a strong desire or a weak one, but the
real issue is whether our desire is under
God’s control.
Obviously, there are some desires
which have God’s approval. As long as we
keep them under God’s control, our
desires for health, food, money, happiness, companionship are all legitimate.
But where they break the bounds and
become what older theologians call “inordinate lusts”, then they stand outside the
God-given order. For instance, our legitimate desires for success, food or sexuality
can be perverted into what the Bible calls
the “lusts of the flesh”. In this case, the
lusts of the flesh become idolatrous competitors against God.
So it’s not wrong to have strong sexual
desires for your husband or wife. One
would expect that. Of course, the stoic,
ascetic strand in some traditions of
Christianity runs counter to this. Perhaps
the best way to explain this is to draw an
analogy between food and sex. We all
agree that food is another strong sensory
pleasure. There’s no dispute about that.
In this regard there are some interesting
passages in the Old Testament, notably
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Deuteronomy 14:29 and Nehemiah 9:25,
which, while not didactic, basically say
that it’s okay to eat whatever is lawful and
enjoy it. So obviously it’s not wrong to
find pleasure in your food.
And I think it’s the same with sexuality. My own view is that a lot of the perverse forms of sexual expression tend to
be highly consuming for people. When
you meet those who get involved in heavy
pornography, homosexual “fast-lane” or
sadomasochistic sex, you frequently find
that they are obsessed with bizarre acts.
Rarely are they satisfied. The same is not
true of marital sexuality, which has a lesser
need for the bizarre, and brings mutual
pleasure in much more normal, everyday
acts of tenderness. It’s a myth that you
have to have fantastic sexual exploits that

Sexuality must
be a pointer to
greater joys of
intimacy that
await us in
heaven.

register 9 on the Richter scale to have a
healthy marriage. The main thing is that a
couple has deep and satisfying joy in every
aspect of their relationship.
Frankly, there is something perverse
with a glutton’s enjoyment. It’s not even
enjoyment. Rather, it’s a sick involvement
with food that has become all-consuming.
However, sex can never become all-consuming for Christians. As Paul says:
“Everything is permissible for me – but I
will not be mastered by anything” (1 Cor.
6:12). There are a lot of other things in life
that are important. Life is not about sex;
it’s about God. And the God who made
sex also made many other things in life to
enjoy as well.

Our culture tends to look upon the
satisfaction and fulfilment of sexual
desires as the ultimate pleasure. Can
sex deliver all of this? What implications does this have for marriage?
Sex cannot deliver what our culture
says it can for the simple reason that no
idol ever delivers on its promises. There
are many parallels to this in other areas of
life. The man or woman who is told that
being married will give them a better sense
of identity is always disappointed. Or the
person who is told that getting into the
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best university, or making a lot of money
will mean that all their dreams come true
is bound for disappointment. These
things never deliver. And sex is just like
that. It never delivers what it promises.
Tragically, when people believe that sex
will bring them ultimate fulfilment they
develop a warped view of life. They run
faster and faster in pursuit of their passion
but end up being enslaved.
I have often seen how these unreal sexual expectations can create real marriage
problems. They produce a breeding
ground for hostility, abuse, personal violations, and pressuring people. For instance,
sometimes people with an immoral past
become Christians and get married to a
believing partner. Hopefully they’ve put a
lot of their past behind them, but occasionally they still need to clean up their
lives a lot. Occasionally their partners find
their sexual behaviours disgusting. That’s
why pastoral care, good literature, and
effective premarital counselling (without
being overly explicit) can help people
rethink the way redemption changes our
sexual expectations.
From a Christian point-of-view, sexuality is primarily an expression of companionship, not an opportunity for one
partner to force the other into acts that
the other partner finds threatening. In a
culture where many people come into
relationship with Jesus Christ in their late
teens or early 20s after a lot of bizarre sexual experimentation, there is a real need to
remind them of how redemption affects
sexual expression.

People often associate lust with men.
Is it also a characteristic of women? Is
there any difference in the forms?
Male lust tends to have a “body-parts”
obsession. I once counselled a man coming out of a homosexual lifestyle who put
it very well. He said he was driven in all his
contacts with anonymous partners by
pure physicality. He admitted that he was
obsessed with “body-parts”. He went on
to say: “My sexual partners could have
had paper bags over their heads.” It did
not matter to him that they were persons.
The female equivalent is much more
linked with a woman’s relationship with a
man. In this case it is intimacy that gets
eroticised. Male pornography, for
instance, is very obvious. But women have
their own versions. They just don’t come
in plastic-wrap. They come in the form of
romance novels and soap operas where
there is a heavier emphasis on relationships and intimacy. This is the female version of pornography. What makes it dif-

ferent from the male version is that it is
relational, romantic and intimate. I mean,
look at Fabio, for example, the famous
model who is on the cover of a lot of
romance novels. They’re all the same … a
beautiful woman being held in the arms of
a really strong, hunky guy. There are all
sorts of overtones here – especially sexual
and protective. Fabio is essentially your
“knight in shining armour”. He loves his
women and talks to them – it’s the intimacy that gets eroticised.
I have counselled a woman who became
addicted to it. She told me that there were
several entry points for her. Most of them
focussed on her fascination with the intimacy. She wasn’t sucked in by the graphic
sexual scenes, at least not initially. That
aspect came later. The problem is that soap
operas are full of immorality, intrigue, jealousy and all that kind of thing. But the
hook for women is usually linked to the
erotic angle of intimacy. So a woman’s lust
usually has a different quality to it, but it’s
the same issue from the heart.
I have often found a similar patterns
with female homosexuals. Few of them
started out homosexual … most of them
had a heterosexual life and were often
married, or were promiscuous with men.
It’s often that somewhere in the wreckage
of an abusive marriage or having been hurt
by a string of lousy “two-timing”
boyfriends, they got involved with a
women’s support group. What they discovered in that support group was intimacy. Women would talk with them.
Women were gentle. Women were tender
and cared about what they felt. And what
started out as an emotional intimacy then
got progressively eroticised. So suddenly
at the age of 30, 35, 45 the woman comes
out of the closet as a lesbian. But the
appeal of the lesbian identity actually
began with a disillusionment with men
and an emotional intimacy with women
that led to a full-blown lesbian identity.

Jesus says that the way to handle lust
is to cut off our offending members,
whether eyes or hands. What does he
mean? Is He suggesting something as
drastic as self-mutilation?
Origen, the early church father, as you
probably know, went the whole way.
However, I think it’s clear that Jesus is
talking metaphorically. But let’s grant the
metaphor its full force. He is using a
shocking, graphic vivid metaphor… cutting off a hand, plucking out an eye, to
capture the forcefulness of what we have
to do with evil. Self-mutilation would be
too easy an answer because the problem is

in our hearts. The problem is in what we
live for. He is calling us to be deadly serious when dealing with sexual sin. We must
not dabble or flirt with even the suggestion of sexual sin. It must be stopped at
the heart. Clearly, Jesus is counselling
strong action, a real offensive to take sexual sin seriously, and to commit oneself to
fighting it.

If a person is having trouble with
inflamed sexual desire, what’s the seat
of the problem and what should they
do? Is it just a matter of throwing out
pornography or taking a cold
shower?
There is nothing wrong with
those actions …
The Bible is
throw
the
not squeamish
pornography
in reporting
away, get busy
with a good life
sexual vice,
… as well as
but neither is
m a i n t a i n
it indulgent or
accountability,
provocative.
read the Bible,
fast, pray, and be
involved in ministry. These are all good. The problem is
that they begin about three steps down
the road. The starting-place has to be the
person’s heart and what he or she lives for.
There’s a saying in the anti-drug literature:
Just say “no”. Christians often adapt that
to just say “no” to sexual sin. Of course,
say no. But the “just” is really a problem –
because it is a much bigger battle. We need
an answer that deals with our heart motivations. A person must actually want to
serve God. He must want to be like Christ
and enjoy the pleasure of a clear con-

science. This is a much more complex battle.
I remember one situation where I was
involved with a 38-year-old single man
who had become a Christian as a teenager
and had struggled for 25 years with this
problem. He had tried it all, from taking a
cold shower to earnest seeking of God.
He wasn’t a sex maniac or living a
degraded life. But his life was marked by a
pattern of periodic ups and downs in his
struggle with sexual sin. He was discouraged with this “monkey on his back”. I
realised that it was not going to be helpful
to offer him things he had already tried.
But I wanted to tap around and find out
what was missing.
So I took him back to the where, when,
how type of questions that would help me
understand what was happening in his life.
He wasn’t a sex maniac. His battle wasn’t
every waking hour – so where does the
battle erupt? And where does he lose the
battle?
He said: “I only fall on Friday or
Saturday night.” As a pastor that intrigued
me. Why Saturday night? And the gist of
the conversation was that usually on
Saturday he’s alone in his apartment, he is
single, and he imagines that everybody
else is either on a date with a girlfriend, or
they’re married. And so he feels lonely
and sorry for himself and his self-pity
builds up a head of steam so that by 8 or
9pm he is there for the devil’s taking. He
starts to think “What’s the point of my
life? God doesn’t love me. It’s such a
hopeless situation. I’m home alone. Does
anyone really care?” Now he is vulnerable
to the lure of pornography. Actually, it
was his closing comment that turned the
lights on for me. He said: “My pornogra-

Presbyterian Theological Centre
– Sydney
Vacant Position
A newly created position exists for a full-time lecturer to teach church
history and/or systematic theology, pastoral theology, and other areas.
Terms of up to six years, effective 1 July 2004 or by negotiation.
Further information can be obtained on our website at
www.presbyterian.org.au/ptcsyd or by contacting the administrator
adminptc@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
Applications (by 31 January 2004) to:
The Principal,The Rev. Dr John Davies
77 Shaftesbury Road Burwood NSW 2134 Australia
Phone: (02) 9744 1977
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phy is my temper tantrum with God.”
I was sitting there thinking, “Wow.
We’re not just talking about a sex problem, we have a temper tantrum with God
that’s underneath all this. Where’s that
coming from?” And as we unpacked it,
what tumbled out was that basically he
felt that God owed him a wife. He had
sought to be faithful to God. He had
sought to have his quiet times and be
involved in church and ministry. And he
figured that if God really loved him He
would have given him a wife for being
such a faithful servant. Now what I
started to see was that this man’s sanctification involved not just a narrowly
defined sex problem; we were dealing
with anger at God that was rooted in a
more primary “lust”. We were also dealing
with the profound theme of self-righteousness and the notion that if I perform
satisfactorily, then God owes me the particular goodies that are on my wish list.
This particular encounter showed me
that I mustn’t let the bold-print sins like
this man’s addiction to pornography distract me. It wasn’t just a matter of dealing
with the magazines or whatever. I had to
deal with this man’s demand for a wife as
a lust that actually underlay his other lust
and created a breeding ground of anger
and self-pity. Now the interesting thing
was that as he started to deal with his
moralistic approach to God, he experienced the grace of Christ afresh. Before
we explored his motivations he would
pray “I’ve done it again, Jesus, please forgive me”. Now he’s saying “Jesus forgive
me, change me, help me. I don’t want to
make an idolatry out of getting a wife. I
am sorry that my whole way of approaching You is so twisted.”
This man grew and changed. One of
the things that’s a delight in this story,
which we can’t offer as a promise to other
people, is that this 38-year-old man,
started to really thrive because of his
appreciation of God’s grace. In his case, he
soon found his future wife and eight
months later they were married. And I
know him to this day, many years later.
They’ve had a successful marriage and
they have children. Just think, this man
was on a course to be just one more bitter,
disillusioned person who was unproductive for God, but now he has a life worth
living. So Bible-reading, prayer and
accountability are important, but they
must deal with the real issues that underlie so much of our behaviour, rather than
being used in a merely external way.

Sadly adultery is easier to come by
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these days even for Christians. Are
there often underlying reasons why a
person has an extra-marital relationship?
We need to approach all sin, but particularly a sin like adultery, by asking what’s
driving this? What are these underlying
reasons or motives? All I can say is that
they will vary. So it pays to have awareness
of some of the many reasons.
For example, for many men the mastering desire is the erotic desire. They find
a woman sexually attractive. But there are
often other desires, and it’s these desires
that are more dominant than the erotic
one. For instance, I have seen people
commit adultery out of sheer vengeance.
Perhaps a couple have had a big fight.
People are angry. They want to punish
each other. So committing adultery
becomes a way to
get even.
Again, some
Life is not
about sex; it’s people can sucabout God. cumb to adultery
And the God because they worship “mammon”
who made sex and fear that they
also made will be hurt finanmany other cially. I have
things in life known of the case
to enjoy. of a single parent
where her landlord offered her
no rent in exchange for sex. She was very
tempted even though her conscience
screamed out that this would be a terrible
evil. Fortunately by the grace of God the
church intervened through our diaconate.
The deacons were able to say: “You will
never be on the street. You are our sister,
you are part of our family. We love you. If
you are unable to pay the rent, come and
seek help.” And the deacons also got her
involved with financial counselling
because she had difficulty handling money.
It created a comprehensive opportunity
for ministry to take place.
There are also situations where people
find themselves in an adulterous relationship because the temptress seducer or the
Casanova gets a rush from having power
over other people. It’s all about the thrill
of the chase, the flirtation and finally having the power of control. The real thrill
comes from being able to manipulate others.
Perhaps I should mention one last situation – teenage girls who become serially
promiscuous. Often they don’t even
enjoy the sex act. Why are they doing it?
Because they desperately crave love and
attention. You might see a 17-year-old girl
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who is plain by normal cultural standards
of beauty. Maybe she is a little overweight.
And she’s an easy target for guys. She is
looking for love. She even knows she is
being lied to when the guy says “Oh, I
love you so much, you’re so pretty”.
These girls are so ruled by the desire for
love that they’re willing to sell their body
essentially for a few moments of being
told that they are pretty or are loved.
So you can see that adultery is not a
simple issue. There are many underlying
issues of the heart that are involved.
People do things because of what they
worship. Human beings are fundamentally worshippers. They worship
vengeance, or being loved, or money in
the sense of attributing supreme importance to these things. Understanding
these motivations should really turn on
the lights in terms of pastoral ministry.
They help you distance yourself from the
moralistic Christian stance that “sex is
bad, so don’t do it!”. However, what the
gospel does is aim for nothing less than
the rebuilding of a person’s entire life,
transformation of conscience, motive,
thought process, behaviour.

When people commit adultery do
they just fall in love with others or do
they make deliberate choices?
All sin is culpable, and the fact that
people at times don’t “choose it” simply
describes how blindly iniquitous we can
be. We are so blind to our wilful self-centredness, we don’t realise what we are
doing. All that said, a person who comes
to repentance always recognises that however impulsively they sinned as in “I just
fell into bed with her”, the fact remains
that they chose it. When the Spirit
enlightens you, you realise that you made
choices. A married person who ends up
committing adultery made some bad
choices.
And in that situation there are usually
some quite intentional choices. And
there’s many other sins present too like
lying, deceit, strategising to do evil. A person has to make certain lifestyle and
scheduling choices in order to pull off an
adulterous relationship.

Are there certain preliminary warning lights that indicate you are on
your way to succumbing to the temptation of adultery or fornication?
I think it’s helpful for people to recognise that immorality starts in the theatre
of the mind and that it doesn’t necessarily
start with an overtly sexual image or scenario. It can start with a bitterness and dis-

affection towards one’s spouse. It can
start with an enjoying of flirtation with a
member of the opposite sex. It can start
with “oh, I’m tired. I’ll just turn on the
television and channel surf and see what’s
on”. Sometimes a person isn’t looking for
trouble, sometimes it can be something
like self-pity. So often it’s other sins that
predispose us to adultery. That’s why we
need to deal ruthlessly with sin in whatever form it occurs because it may be a
precursor of other more serious sins.
Indulging self-pity, being lazy, harbouring
bitterness or disaffection towards one’s
spouse all have the potential to steer us in
the wrong direction, quite apart from
entertaining sexual fantasies about other
people.
Sometimes in youth ministry there is a
real ambiguity as to where the lines are
drawn. I’ve occasionally heard the most
backwards, stupid counsel given to youth
like “if you really love the person you can
go as far as you want as long as it’s not
intercourse”. The problem with all these
where do you draw the line situations is
that they fail to consider how love actively
looks out for the purity and welfare of the
other person. As a married person I should
do nothing that would awaken any kind of
romantic or erotic response in another
who is not my spouse. A single person
should aim to actively protect the purity of
his sister or brother – as an act of familial
love – rather than awakening sexual desire
before its proper time and context.

Is it ever right to confide about your
personal problems with a person of
the opposite sex outside of your husband or wife?
That’s a good question. I think the
general principle is that one should certainly be wary in such a situation. I certainly don’t think you should talk about
sexual issues with anyone other than a
doctor or counsellor and even then you
need to be careful. It’s an area that
requires enormous wisdom. Nothing
should ever be done behind your partner’s back.
Pastoral counselling demands discretion. If a young single woman seeks
counsel about issues that possibly touch
on sexuality, I will want her to talk to my
wife, or a wise, older woman in the
church. It would be inappropriate for me
to deal with this situation. There may be
many other issues I will talk to her about,
but when we touch on issues of sexuality
I would want her to talk to a woman.

How can Christians affair-proof

their marriages?
The Puritans used to speak of the soul
as a room. And they said that to successfully battle sin, we had to throw sin out of
the room. Sin has to be squeezed out and
tossed into the street. The aim is to fill the
room of your soul with light and goodness. If the room of your soul is full of
people whom you love in God, then the
adulterer or seductress is going to have a
hard time sneaking into the room. One of
the best ways of saying no to sin is to
build a life that is so filled with what is
right that there is no room for wrongdoing. That’s the first thing.

One of the
best ways of
saying no to
sin is to build
a life that is
filled with
what is right.
A study was released here about a year
ago where they did a comparative study of
couples who had been divorced and had
had affairs with those who were faithful
and made long-lasting marriages over
decades. The study revealed that the couples that stayed together had the same
number of “irreconcilable differences” as
the ones that split. They had the same
number of little collisions over the course
of a week. But the way they handled those
differences was what made the difference.
And the couples that split allowed those

differences like bitterness, finger-pointing, self-pity, self-righteousness to come
between them. It’s not surprising that in
their case the grass was greener on the
other side. On the other hand, those couples that made marriage work had characteristics that we as Christians would call
humility, taking the log out of your own
eye, building companionship, a willingness to laugh off the minor secondary differences, and the ability to be self-deprecating in humour. Having these attitudes
kept those couples from finding solace in
the arms of another person.

Some people think that their past is
so scarred by immorality that their
future is hopeless. Can God rebuild
the lives of those who have committed serious sexual sin?
Yes, He can. Let me point you to a couple of passages: 1 Corinthians 6:9,11 “and
that is what some of you were … sexually
immoral … adulterers … homosexual
offenders...” But God can wash us and
sanctify us by His grace. I like to couple
that passage with another one in
Revelation 14:4 where those who follow
the Lamb are washed in the Lamb and sing
with the Lamb in utter joy. They are
described as virgins… they have re-virginated by grace.
Is it quick, instant? No. It takes a long
time to get into the mire. And it takes a
long time to clean up too. I have known
people that were fast-lane homosexual,
bath-house types, who were involved in
serial iniquity. But, praise God, they are
now living fruitful lives in ministry many
ap
years later.

2003
Presbyterian Youth of Victoria

‘carols by
sunlight’
Saturday 13 December
6:00 pm Sausage Sizzle!
7:00 pm Carols
Guest Speaker:Rev. C. Scott Kroeger
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A significant date
Three’s not a crowd when Christ is in a relationship.

T

he ancient ritual of dating and
mating has been the subject of a
plethora of books, TV shows and
how-to guides.
The latest book, published in Australia
recently, is The Program: How to Find a
Husband After 30, written by a Harvard
MBA, Rachel Greenwald, who has applied
the rules of commerce to the manhunt,
reports the Sydney Morning Herald.
Greenwald told the Reuters news service: “It surprises me that women say they
can’t find any men, and men say they can’t
find any women. So it really is a marketing
challenge of how to connect these two
entities.”
In her book and three-hour seminars
she maps out a 15-step program for finding a man, which includes such age-old
ploys as making the most of your looks
and asking friends to set you up. But she
has revamped these tactics as “marketing”,
“packaging”, “branding”, “advertising”
and “quarterly performance reviews”. She
recommends a special “find-a-husband”
bank account and “exit interviews” with
former boyfriends to find out what went
wrong.
Other recent entries into the man-hunt
genre include Why Men Marry Some
Women and Not Others, by John Molloy,
featuring an engagement ring on the
cover, and Sydney journalist Christine
Hogan’s new book Men: A User’s Guide.
All are variations on the wildly successful
1995 pioneering tome, The Rules: TimeTested Secrets for Capturing the Heart of Mr
Right, which advocated pre-feminist wiles
such as playing hard to get, letting him

Tracy
Gordon
take the lead, always ending the phone call
first and never accepting a Saturday night
date after Wednesday.
Many Christians, too, find that the
journey is arduous and threatening in the
search to find Mr or Miss Right. I recently
carried out a little research amongst several of my single, almost thirty-something, Christian friends.

We’ve bought
into the idea
that romance
is in itself
something we
all need when
we’re young.

I asked how many of them had read
any of Joshua Harris’s books on relationships and what their general impression
was. The responses I got were fairly representative of the rest of the Christian population who had looked at his books. One
of them read the first page then closed the
book and didn’t go any further. Two of
them flipped through it and extracted bits
which they felt were helpful, and two of
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them read it through cover to cover and
felt very challenged to change some of
their approaches and thoughts about dating and courtship.
There are many books available claiming to offer Christian “advice” regarding
the whole area of dating, courtship and
marriage. For those of you who haven’t
been introduced to Joshua Harris yet, he
is a young, Christian writer who penned
his first book at 21 when he felt convicted
about his approach to dating and relationships.
He began to raise issues such as our
tendency to follow what our culture dictates about the way we conduct our relationships, rather than what God says.
“[In my own relationships] I separated
the pursuit of romance from the pursuit
of commitment. I think that’s the root
problem. We’ve bought into the idea that
romance is in itself something we all need
when we’re young. We need to be able to
pick the right spouse, so we need to experience multiple relationships, so it’s fine to
pursue romance and that kind of passionate, intimate relationship even if you have
no desire or intention of becoming more
committed,” he says.
Following the unexpected success of
his provocative first book, I Kissed Dating
Goodbye, Joshua Harris has now released
a second book. Boy Meets Girl addresses
that time period when two people are
exploring the possibility of marriage, and
looks at biblical ways to go about honouring God in our relationships.

W

hile many have understood Joshua
Harris to be basically saying “don’t
date”, he corrects this misunderstanding
with “I’m not saying that dating is sinful,
and I’m not saying a guy and a girl should
never spend time alone together. I’m saying let’s wait until we can be purposeful,
so there’s a reason behind our relationship, and we’re not just stirring up passion
for the sake of a good time.”
He advocates placing God “squarely in
the middle of your love life”, viewing the
journey from friendship to marriage as an
opportunity to revel in the joys of love, as
well as to enjoy, honour and glorify the
Creator of love.
“Ultimately it’s a book about trusting

God, living for Him, viewing your whole
life in light of what the Bible has to say
versus what culture has to say. Dating is
one expression of that trust,” says Harris.
He addresses issues such as allowing
wisdom to guide our romantic feelings,
our roles as men and women, the importance of community, how to move
towards marriage in a God-honouring
way, and how to grow closer while still
guarding our hearts in the areas of friendship, communication, fellowship and
romance.
While the book generally offers helpful
suggestions, I found it somewhat lacking
in offering biblical support for the various
ideas on relationships. Culturally, the
book is written for a North American
audience. Australian readers may find that
various assumptions regarding relationships, courting and marriage are quite different from what generally takes place in
Australia, such as the not-unfamiliar practice in the USA of a young man asking a
prospective girlfriend’s parents if he can
have permission to date their daughter.

O

ne of the more helpful sections in
Boy Meets Girl is a chapter covering
10 questions to ask yourself before you
get engaged. These include: Are you both
Christians? Are you looking to marriage

to make you happy or complete, or give
you identity or purpose? Does either of
you have complicating entanglements
from past marriages or relationships? Do
you have a track record of solving problems biblically? What do those who know
you well think of
your
relationship?
Refocusing
The questions
our dreams on
are drawn heavily
God-centred
from a booklet by
priorities can
David Powlison
and
John
invigorate both
Yenchko on the
individuals
area of preand their
engagement and
marriages.
help us to see if
we are really pursuing relationships with our eyes on God
or our eyes on ourselves and what we
want out of them. The booklet, PreEngagement: Five questions to ask yourselves, challenges couples to ask themselves a series of questions such as how do
we know if we are ready to marry? What
are the signs that a man and a woman are
heading in the same direction and are right
for each other? The questions are
designed to bring to light basic convictions, assumptions, expectations and priorities that each person brings into a

potential marriage relationship.
Another helpful booklet in the
Resources for Changing Lives series is
written by Paul Tripp and is titled
Marriage: Whose Dream? The booklet
covers the potential conflict between what
our dream is for marriage and what God’s
dream is for us in marriage. In this challenging booklet Paul Tripp shows how
refocusing our dreams on God-centred
priorities can invigorate both individuals
and their marriages.

T

he strength of the books by Harris,
Powlison, Yenchko and Tripp is that
they seek to place God at the centre of a
person’s orientation – whether this is in
relationships or in other areas of life. For
those of you who are considering marriage, or even those who are still a considerable distance from that stage in a relationship, I would highly recommend you
spend some time perusing these books
and talking about some of the issues
raised
with
your
fiancé,
girlfriend/boyfriend or friends. Anything
which helps us focus our eyes on Christ,
especially in the complex arena of relationships, is, I believe, a positive and
worthwhile step.
Tracy Gordon is a Sydney journalist.
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The PTC is the theological and missionary training college of the Presbyterian Church in NSW, which offers
theological and pastoral training for ministry candidates of several denominations and independent students. The Centre also offers training for youth workers, church planters, women’s workers and cross-cultural missionaries.

Courses offered at the PTC in 2004
•
•
•
•
•
•

Certificate in Clinical Pastoral Education
Certificate in Bible and Ministry
Diploma of Theology/Ministry
Bachelor of Christian Studies
Bachelor of Theology/Ministry
Master of Divinity

•
•
•
•
•

Diploma of Theological Studies
Diploma of Diaconal Studies
Master of Arts in Theology
Master of Theology
Doctor of Theology

Distance, Part-time and Fulltime courses available
For enquires please contact
77 Shaftesbury Road, BURWOOD, NSW 2134
Phone: (02) 9744 1977
Fax: (02) 9744 5970
Email: adminptc@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
Website: www.presbyterian.org.au/ptcsyd
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 1

M

A

R

R

I

A G

E

The next revolution
By practising what it preaches on marriage, the church could transform society.

S

ame-sex marriage makes perfect
sense — if you buy North
American culture’s take on sex and
marriage. More than four decades
after the introduction of the Pill, hardly
anyone now getting married remembers
the time when pleasure, procreation, passion, companionship, and parenthood
were all intimately knotted into a bundle
called marriage. Without those connections, marriage has become an arena for
mere self-fulfillment and sexual expression. Even the Ontario Court, in its June
10 affirmation of same-sex marriage,
could describe marriage as only an expression of love and commitment. If that is all
there is to marriage, why not grant the
same legal benefits to committed samesex couples as to married heterosexuals?
There is, however, an alternative view,
rooted in the Bible, in history, in tradition,
and in nature. And those of us who see
marriage through those lenses can only
think of “same-sex marriage” as we think
of “fat-free sour cream” — a triumph of
the modern, technologically blunted
imagination.
The modern spirit has often been
devoted to overcoming nature with technology. This has been a blessing when it
has nearly wiped out some life-threatening diseases. Unfortunately, it has also
synthesised inferior substitutes for real
things, ranging from the invention of
calorie-free sweeteners to the recent creation of embryos that were genetically
both male and female.
That same modernist spirit is at work
in the juggernaut that seems bent on normalising same-sex marriage.

S

till, the local church has a key role in
recreating a biblical understanding of
marriage in our society.
First, we must admit that the church’s
current record is dismal. Divorce statistics
inside the church are indistinguishable
from those outside.
Second, we need to repent for allowing
the Zeitgeist of expressive individualism to
permeate the way many of our churches
relate to marriage, divorce, and remarriage.
Third, we need to restore the community context of marriage. A married cou-

Christianity
Today
ple is more than the sum of its parts. It is
a thread in a community fabric. Societies
are built out of people who are loyal to
one another and who work and sacrifice
for the common good. Expressive individualism is a poor foundation for a society, and marriages so conceived do not
build loyalties or give us practice in sacrificial service. Marriages and families are
schools for service.
Fourth,
we
Illness and
need
to
recover
irritating
habits, eco- the sense of
nomic reverses human limitation
inherent in marand recalci- riage and family
trant children life. This is the
– these things beautiful biblical
give us prac- picture: a twotice in living gendered, comwith limits. plementary couple improving on
and channeling
nature, but neither conquering it nor
twisting it.
Modernism is about conquering
nature, but marriage is about living with
nature. Illness and irritating habits, economic reverses and recalcitrant children
— these things give us practice in living
with limits. Sing Me to Heaven is Margaret
Kim Peterson’s affecting memoir of
building a marriage in the face of limitations. Knowing that her husband had a
terminal illness from the beginning helped
her to realise that marriage is not choosing
a future; it is choosing a partner with
whom to face the future. And to varying
degrees, that always involves living with
limits as “helpers suitable for each other”.
Fifth, churches must help their members recover the link between marriage
and procreation. In the 1970s, the evangelical subculture rightly affirmed the
delights of marital sex through popular
books like The Total Woman and Intended
for Pleasure. (“Fundies in their undies!”
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joked church historian Martin Marty in
response.)
Unfortunately, even in the church, the
procreative dimension of sex has been
sidelined by economic pressures, cultural
ideals, and technological fixes. Churches
need to celebrate the fact that every marriage is procreative by design.
Sixth, churches must continue to help
their members learn the practical skills
associated with all of the challenges of
married life. There is really no lack of
resources: magazines like CT’s sister publication Marriage Partnership, organisations like Marriage Savers and Marriage
Encounter, cautionary studies like Judith
Wallerstein’s The Unexpected Legacy of
Divorce, and inspirations like Mike
Mason’s classic Mystery of Marriage. While
resources abound, focus is needed. The
restoration of Christian marriage should
be at the top of our congregational agendas.
A favorite anthem of early ’70s counterculture was Joni Mitchell’s Big Yellow
Taxi. In a familiar refrain, she mourned
the passing of unspoiled nature: “Don’t it
always seem to go that you don’t know
what you’ve got till it’s gone? They paved
paradise and put up a parking lot.”

W

hen the states passed a rash of nofault divorce laws in the ’60s and
’70s, few anticipated the disastrous impact
on the economic and psychological wellbeing of women and children. When
same-sex marriage is legalised, the unanticipated cultural impact and personal
costs may likewise be enormous.
The truth about marriage is embedded
in nature, and nature has a way of reasserting itself. Inevitably, the Big Yellow Taxi
factor will come into play: People will
long for what once was. The challenge to
the church is to be a countercultural outpost, modelling marriage as it should be
for the world. Those with an impoverished understanding of marriage will be
able to grasp it only when they see the real
thing.
It’s time to start the revolution.
This article is reprinted from the Christianap
ity Today editorial of 27 August.

B

I

B

L

E

S

T

U

D Y

W

The
Saviour-King

hat attitude should we take
to Christmas? Jesus
instructed His followers to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper
in remembrance of Him, and that by
so doing they would proclaim His
death until He comes. On this basis
there seems to be some justification for
remembering His crucifixion and resurrection as an annual event, and it is
not difficult to establish when this
should happen because of its close connection with the Jewish Passover.
But we find no encouragement in
Scripture to remember Jesus’ birthday
as an annual event, and it is difficult
to locate it on the calendar anyway.
Moreover, the way Christmas is celebrated today, especially in our own
society, has very little to do with the
way the Bible tells the story and the
emphasis it gives.
Nevertheless, if the world is determined
to acknowledge a Christ-mas event we
might as well use the opportunity to
reflect on what the Bible does say
about the coming of our promised
Saviour-King or Messiah.
This month we will look at the first
two chapters of John’s Gospel and the
first four chapters of Matthew’s Gospel
to try to capture what God is saying to
us in His Word about Jesus Christ.

20 daily Bible studies on
the coming of our promised Messiah

Bruce Christian

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

Christ alone.
JOHN 1:1-5

You must be born again.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:6-13

In these 5 opening verses John gives us a powerfully
compressed statement of the message of his Gospel that is to follow. Jesus (the “Word” or “Logos”) is both “God” and “with God”
at the same time – a glimpse of the Trinity; He is at the very heart
of Creation – the Universe only has meaning as it relates to Jesus;
He is the source of all life and light so that apart from him there can
only be death and darkness; He entered a world so alienated from
its Creator through sin that it cannot get a handle on Him at all.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus was there at the beginning of time when the Plan of the
Universe was formed in the mind of God and brought into existence by his spoken word (cf Genesis 1:1, 3, 6, 9, etc).
• Jesus was a pre-existent part of the one eternal Godhead, while at
the same time having a ‘face-to-face’ relationship with God.
• Jesus is the expression (Word) of the infinite God to finite Man.
• God brought everything into being with Jesus in mind.
• In his natural state sinful Man cannot get hold of the basic concept of a Christo-centric Universe: it is totally foreign to him.

• John the Baptist did not act on his own authority but was sent by
God to introduce God’s Son, the Saviour Jesus, to the world.
• Jesus was the true light that shone into our world of darkness
with the offer of eternal life to everyone without distinction.
• God uses human agencies to carry out his eternal purposes.
• The world of men made in the image of God should have readily
recognised their Creator-Redeemer when he came, but did not;
even his own special race, among whom he was born, failed.
• Eternal life is shared only by those who receive Jesus as God’s
provision as a Saviour, and do so only by supernatural rebirth.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does Christianity allow room for truth in any other religion?

• According to verse 13, what can’t we rely on for eternal life?

THE POINT

Although Man in his native state of spiritual darkness cannot come to recognise the true light and meaning of life in
Jesus without divine intervention in a new birth, God nevertheless
makes every natural provision for our enlightenment so that we are
left without excuse. The sending of John the Baptist as the forerunner and herald of Jesus made the subsequent failure to recognise or
accept Jesus as the True Light all the more blameworthy.

THE PARTICULARS
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God became a man.

DAY 3
THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:14-18

We can never find our way to God. Sin so affects
our human nature that we can never really understand spiritual realities; even the written law that God gave us through Moses in order
to reveal His character and will fails to bridge the gap between us
and Him. The only solution to this dilemma was for God Himself
to cross the chasm and become a man. He did this in Jesus.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus, God’s eternal Son, literally “pitched his tent” among us.
• John and the other disciples were actually aware of an encounter
with the glory of God Himself, in all its grace and truth, in Jesus.
• John acknowledged the pre-eminence of his younger cousin Jesus,
both in time and in status. He testified to Jesus’ divine origin in
spite of being quite familiar with his human ancestry.
• Jesus is the source of great spiritual blessing: His coming and
teaching have given power and meaning to the written Mosaic Law.
• Jesus has revealed God the Father to us in a way that we can relate
to and understand (cf John 14:9, Hebrews 1:3).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the claim that God became Man exclusive to Christianity?
Why do you think this is so? How crucial is it to the Gospel?

The baptising misfit.

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:19-28

John the Baptist was a mystery to the Jewish leaders
of his day. There was clearly something “other-worldly” about his
preaching and baptising, but somehow he didn’t seem to fit into any
of their existing religious categories, which made them quite nervous. For his part, John saw himself only as the one who ran ahead
to announce the coming of the Messiah, a voice calling in the desert,
as Isaiah had foretold 700 years ago (Isaiah 40:3).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• John understood the importance of his task as a witness to the
Messiah/Christ, but had no illusions about his own standing.
• The OT figures the Jews were (are still?) anticipating were ‘Elijah’
(Malachi 4:5), ‘the Prophet’ (Deuteronomy 18:18f), and the
‘Messiah/Christ’ (eg Psalm 2). John didn’t see himself in any of
these roles but Jesus identified him as ‘Elijah’ (Matthew 11:14).
• Israel’s promised Messiah King was announced by John as one
they did not know even though He was already among them, one
who would ‘baptise’ with the Holy Spirit (verse 33) – and with fire
(cf Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16). This is how God does things.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does stereotyping ever stop you seeing God’s hand at work?

DAY 5

Behold, the Lamb of God.

THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:29-34

More surprises! The mysterious, unknown figure
the Baptist has been announcing is not only the pre-eminent, eternal Son of God, he is to be a sacrificial lamb, offered up for the sin
of the world! This scenario was completely at odds with anything
the Jews might have expected as they waited for their Messiah.
John’s water baptism pointed to repentance/cleansing (cf Luke 3:318) and was therefore the ideal setting for revealing Jesus.

THE POINT

S

T

U

D Y

DAY 6

We have found the Messiah.

THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:35-42

There were many contributing factors involved in
the bringing together of Jesus’ team of twelve disciples, just as there
were in our decision to follow Him. It is good that the different
Gospel writers do not all highlight the same factors. John tells us
here that he (most probably?) and Andrew were first disciples of
the Baptist and were introduced to Jesus by him. Verse 41 may
mean that the first thing Andrew did was get his brother
Simon/Peter, or it could imply that they both got their brothers
(Simon and James), with Andrew doing it first. Luke (5:2-11) takes
up the story from there and tells us of some ongoing involvement
of Jesus with these 4 fishermen. Eventually, in response to Jesus’
challenge or “call”, they leave everything and follow him as full-time
disciples, which is how Matthew (4:18-22) and Mark (1:16-20)
briefly sum up the whole process. The central issue is that they had
enough information to stake all on Jesus being the Messiah.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Andrew and others accepted the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus.
• Andrew quickly introduced his brother Simon to Jesus, who
decreed for him a new name, Cephas/Peter, meaning “Rock”.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you failed to get past the “investigation” stage with Jesus?

DAY 7

Come and see... go and tell.

THE PASSAGE

JOHN 1:43-51

This passage is packed with meaning. But the main
point is that as Jesus was being revealed clearly to men as the
Coming One, the Messiah promised in the OT Scriptures, so they
were losing no time in telling others and inviting them to come and
see for themselves. Like Nathaniel, many are at first sceptical about
the claims of Jesus (“He is only an ordinary man, Joseph’s son” –
denying the Virgin Birth; “He is only from Nazareth” – denying the
Messianic line from David of Bethlehem, etc). But honest enquiry
reveals proof that Jesus is everything the OT promised!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Philip was convinced that Jesus was the Messiah promised in all
the OT Scriptures, even on relatively limited evidence.
• Nathaniel was commended for his acceptance of God’s revealed
truth without subjecting it to the scrutiny of human wisdom.
• Nathaniel readily recognised the authority in Jesus’ person.
• Jesus saw in the story of Jacob’s vision in Genesis 28:10-16 a foretelling of his own commission as the mediating Son of Man.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do we need to capture something of Nathaniel’s “guilelessness”
today? Have we become too smart for our own spiritual good?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

The giver of Life....
JOHN 2:1-11

John has presented us with who Jesus is. Now he
will give details of some of the things Jesus did as clear “signs” proving his claims, thus challenging the reader to believe and receive eternal life (cf John 1:12-13; 20:30-31). The first “sign” not only had this
effect (v 11); it was full of meaning for Jesus’ life-giving mission.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• John identifies Jesus as both God’s sacrificial Lamb to bear the
punishment for our sin, and the eternal, pre-eminent Son of God in
one and the same person. This will be the Jews’ big obstacle.
• God had already revealed to John how the “Lamb of God” could
be identified – it would be by the descent and resting of the Holy
Spirit during the baptism process. What actually happened, how it
was “like a dove”, and who actually saw it, is not clear. What is clear
is that John was absolutely sure he had it right.
• Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit (and fire – Luke 3:16).

• Jesus was fully involved in the everyday events of human life; His
presence at the wedding endorses the sanctity of marriage.
• The interplay between Jesus and His mother is very revealing:
- even at this early stage Mary senses Jesus’ special authority;
- Jesus seems to distance Himself from His mother more than we
might have expected in pursuit of His divine purpose;
- Jesus is conscious of His mission centred on the cross as the
ultimate revelation of His Messiahship (cf John 12:32-33).
• God’s Word is to be accepted as “given”, and it is without error.
• The miraculous sign was not only a demonstration of Jesus’
divine power, but also of His bringing life to a “dead” tradition.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• For 2,000 years many people have tried to understand Jesus without accepting his role as sacrificial lamb. Is this possible?

• Does your understanding of Jesus (a) acknowledge the veracity of
this event? (b) add sparkle and vitality to your daily living?

THE PARTICULARS
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Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

australian
capital territory
CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave.
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

new south wales
ABBOTSFORD-FIVE DOCK
443 Great North Rd., Abbotsford. 9.00am.
Rev. Moses Hahn (02) 9713 2939.
ANNANDALE
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
I.M. Rev. A. Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
ARMIDALE (St. Paul’s)
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
I.M. Rev. Lyle Sims (02) 6777 2539
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
ASHTONFIELD
19 Galway bay Dr. (Shamrock Hill MultiPurpose Ctr.) 10.00am.
Rev. Russell Vandervelden (02) 4933 8174.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9451 5076.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Martin Levine (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega -Upper St; Eden — CWA Rooms,
Imlay St. Clerk: Mrs J Gill (02) 6495 6062
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts.
10.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev John Graham: (02) 9597 5214
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073

BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.
Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am (English)
Rev. David Maher (02) 9745 3935
11.00 am (Cantonese)
Rev. Dennis Law (02) 9715 3889
5.00 pm (English).
Rev Eugene Hor (02) 9715 3889.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
Rev. Jim Elliot (02) 4625 1037.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev. Darren Middleton (02) 9540 4469.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St.
9.00am.& 7.00 pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 11.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services. Office (02) 9331 4459.
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H).
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H).
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 High St. 8.00am. 9.45am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Peter Moore (02) 6652 3183(O).
CONCORD
Cornerstone Presbyterian Community Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COOTAMUNDRA (Scots)
Cnr Parker & Francis Sts 11.00 am.
I.M. Rev F. Monckton (02) 6977 1642
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
Raymond Terrace: Irrawang St.
I.M. Rev. David J Campbell (02) 4943 0284.
EPPING
Bridge & Rawson Sts.
Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.
FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am.

Rev. John Thompson (02) 6552 1082
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)
14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).
Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036
GOSFORD
14-16 Young St. West Gosford. 8.00am.
9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.
GRIFFITH
Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.
Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.
Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934
GUNNEDAH
Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court
House (02) 6742 0551
HURSTVILLE
Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. English:
9.30am. & 6.30pm. Indonesian: 4.00pm.
Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.
KIAMA
Terralong St. 9.00am & 5.30pm.
Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554
KOGARAH
Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.
9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.
KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)
7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.
3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807
LEETON
Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.
Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407
LISMORE (St Paul’s)
188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev Peter Playsted (02) 6624 7050
MACQUARIE
Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield
Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202
MANLY (St Andrew’s)
Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am.
Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm.
Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801
MAROUBRA, Kingsford
8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.
94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am
Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.
Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312
MOREE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.
Rev. L. Fowler (02) 6752 1083
MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)
Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.
Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NEWCASTLE EAST (St. Philip’s)
48 Watt St., 10.00am.
Surfside Evangelical: 7.00pm.
Rev. John Macintyre (02) 4929 2379.
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
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& 6.45pm. Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
Rev. Matthew Oates (02) 9405 2235.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School, Dunmore Ave.
Carlingford. Rev. Luke Tattersall.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St.
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce Christian (02) 9388 1206(O).
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (temporary). Service Time: 10.30 am.
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
Cnr Matthews & Crown St. 9.30am &
6.30pm. Moonbi 9.00am.
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St.
Rev. Vic Johnson (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TENTERFIELD
117 Logan St. (07) 6977 1642
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd. S. Clerk (02) 4384 3018.
I.M. Rev. R. Boase (02) 4333 9009
WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park
9.00am & 10.30am.
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WELSH CHURCH: St Peter’s, North Sydney.
2nd Sunday of the month. 3.00pm.
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Rev. Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am. Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE
7 McKem St. 9.45am & 6.00pm.
Girraween: 15 Tungarra Rd. 8.15am.
Ghana Congregation (Girraween) 10.30am.
Rev. David Griffin Phone: (02) 9896 3297.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial, Court St. 11.00am.
Also at Barmedman, Mahda, Tallimba &
Weethalle. Various times.
Mr. Lance Jackson (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds
(02) 4271 1545(H) (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

queensland
ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
9.00am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3711 3022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Trappett (07) 4091 1375.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s)
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill.
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev David Newman (07) 4153 2954
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.15 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev Donald Broadwater, (07) 4036 0421(H).
Rev Russell van Delden, (07) 4054 3241 (H).
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Rev. Mal Pierce (07) 4992 1441.
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CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am. &
7.00pm. Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am.
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
CHARTERSTOWERS
Blackthorn Hall, Thornburgh College,
King St. Mr. S. Mcdonald (07)4787 3395
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am.
I.M. Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158
COORPAROO
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
I.M. Rev D. Mihailovic (07)3800 3799
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, Cnr. Creek &
Fursden Rds. Carina 9.00 am & 6.30 pm.
Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3399 3607.
DALBY
Condamine St. (cnr. Patrick St).
Rev Roland Lowther (07) 4669 7074
DECEPTION BAY–BURPENGARY
Peace Presbyterian Church. 9.30am.
155-157 Maine Terrace, Deception Bay.
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3203 2526.
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 10.45am. (weekly) &
6.30pm. (2nd & 4th Sunday).
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GAYNDAH
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Calliope: Dawson H’way (Stirrat St.) 2nd
Sunday 9.30am; 4th Sunday 8.00am. Rev. D.
Secomb (07) 4972 1058 (O); 4972 1057 (H).
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive 9.15am.
I.M. Rev. John Morrow (07) 5571 5676
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (07) 5530 7003
Mudgeeraba Korean Congregation:
11.30 am. Rev. Jo Kim (07) 5574 4001
GOLD COAST (III)
Palm Beach/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds.
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00am &
6.00pm. Rev. Donald Geddes (07) 5522 8982.
GRACEVILLE
12 Bank Road. 9.30am.
Rev. Norm Bartlett (07) 3712 0508
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.30am. Woolooga 11.00am.
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Rd, Scarness, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 9.30am,
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10.00am & 6.30pm.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Rev. John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
Rev. Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
Pastor Paul Blake (07) 3281 0427.
Rev. John Kirkpatrick (07) 3281 5930.
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 8.30am.
I.M. Rev. Dan Mihailovic (07) 3800 3799
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
7.30am; 9.30am & 7pm (Except Schl Hols
then 8.30am). Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd.
9.00am each Sunday; 7pm 2nd Sunday.
Gargett: Anglican Church, 4.00pm (1st &
3rd Sunday).Rev. Jim Brown (07) 4955 3829.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
Okinja Rd. Alexandra Headland.
9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Pastor John Tucker (07) 4123 5920.
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. Abercorn 11.45am. (1st
Sunday). Kalpowar: 5.30pm.
Pastor Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie.10.00am. &
6.30pm. Rev Neil McKinlay (07) 3285 2104.
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
51 Denham St. (cnr Alma Lne) 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev C. Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St. Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 4.00pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825 (O)
(07) 4922 1540 (A/H).
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am. & 6.00pm.
I.M. Rev. D. Todd (Em.) (07) 3269 9359
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: Cnr Ruby & Egerton Sts., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Anglican Church, William St. 11.45am.
Rev Peter Barber (07) 5445 9209.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd., 9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
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THURINGOWA -TOWNSVILLE
John Calvin, Carthew St. Kirwan. Condon:
I.M. Rev. Colin Barwise (07) 4728 4224.
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham
TOWNSVILLE (John Calvin Thuringowa)
26 Carthew St. Kirwan 9.30am & 6.30pm
Rev. David McDougall (07) 4723 8022
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev. Rudi Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
Ass. Min. Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4778 3823.
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm. Rev R. Sondergeld
(07) 4633 4188. Pastor Dan Bosshard (07)
4614 0467. Church Office (07) 4633 4000.
WYNNUM
Cnr Bay Tce & Cedar St. 9.00 am & 6.00 pm.
Rev Dr George Logan (07) 3893 1712

south australia
ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
Supply: Rev. Dr G. Lyman (08) 8563 2147.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30am.
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
Mod. Rev. Dr Reg Mathews.
LARGS NORTH
Brenda Terrace. 11.00am.
Pastor Norman Carter (08) 8263 9692.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. R. Waterhouse (08) 8723 9028.
Also Rendelsham
MT BARKER
Hutchison St. 10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 8261 3045.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev R. Waterhouse Ph/Fx (08) 8723 9028
MURRAY BRIDGE
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. A. Clarkson (08) 8737 2984.
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo
PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 10.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am. Rev. S. Slucki
(08) 8296 1581. Also Seaford Rise.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. J. Campbell (08) 8265 3045.

tasmania
CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
50’s & Better Ctre, 108 Bathurst St.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
Rev David Jones (03) 6223 4701
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)
Edward St. 10.00am. Don: Waverley Rd.
Rev. Steve Warwick (02) 6424 6066
HOBART
(St John’s) 10.00 am & 7.00 pm
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213
Rev. Robert White (03) 6229 7657
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 9.30 & 11.00 am. & 5.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 5.00 pm.)
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Robert White (03) 6278 1370.
RIVERSIDE
Eden St. 10.45am.
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 2.00pm, 2nd Sunday.
Ps. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church,Tollard Dr.
Mod. Rev Dr. D. Mitchell (03) 6223 4860.
SCOTTSDALE
George St. Bridport: Westwood St.
Mod.Ps. Bryan Crawford (03) 6352 4024
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. Rocky Cape, Mawbanna
Mod. Mr I Bessell (03) 6443 4299
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev Daniel Combridge (03) 6425 9525.
WEST TAMAR
Auld Kirk, Sidmouth and Mole Creek
Mod: Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

victoria
ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am. Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747 H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd. 10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
6.00pm. Rev A. Campbell (03) 9580 0530.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts
Hawthorn East 10.00 am. (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm.
S/school 9.00 am.
Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave. 10.00am.
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I.M. Rev. Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BUNDOORA
Bundoora Hall, Noorong Ave. 10.00am.
Admin: Mrs M. Goodson (03) 9431 4980.
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan. 11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev. Grant Lawry (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Mr Sam McGeown (03) 9894 2384.
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am & 4.00pm.
I.M. Rev. S. Bonnington (03) 9874 1007.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am.
Rev. David Palmer (03) 9583 2785
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts
North Fitzroy. 10.30 am
Rev Peter Phillips (03) 9481 4642.
CROYDON HILLS
Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School
57 Plymouth Rd. Croydon. 10.00am.
Rev. Matt James (03) 9725 5370
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am.
Rev. John Rickard (03) 9792 4252.
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale & McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842 9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA — MORNINGTON
Dromana: St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.
I.M. Rev. A Campbell (03) 9580 6161.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm.
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug.
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Rev David Kumnick (03) 9786 2976.
GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
GLEN WAVERLEY–KNOXFIELD
Highvale Primary School, Ashton St.
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Glen Waverley. 10.00am.
Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9764 9141.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
Rev. Graham Nicholson (03) 9819 5347.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
KOREAN
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn.
English language service. 11.00 am
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 2107
MALVERN
161 Wattletree Rd. 10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev. Philip Daffy (03) 9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College, Centenary Ave.
Rev Peter Owen (03) 9747 8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT-DARLINGTON
Noorat: Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge &
Glenormiston Rds. 10.30 am.
Darlington: Hall St. 8.45 am. (1st & 3rd
Sundays) Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
Nth Geelong: Cnr Victoria St. & Balmoral
Cr. 10.00 am (alt. Sundays) & 5.00pm (2nd
Sunday of month).
North Shore: Cnr Seabeach Pde & Myrtle
Gv. 10.00 am. (alt. Sundays)
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am.
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
I.M. Rev. N. Chambers (03) 9455 3369
RINGWOOD-HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am.
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
ROCHESTER
Cnr. Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am. &
7.30pm. Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.
SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane.
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
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SOUTH YARRA
621 Punt Rd. 10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637
SORRENTO-RYE
Rye: St David’s, Col’wood & Lyons Sts.9.30am.
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Rd. 11.00am.
SUNSHINE
McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661
SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)
Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 10.15am &
7.00pm. Family Services 6.00pm (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Deaf Christian Fellowship 2.30pm.
Rev. Chris Siriweera (03) 9833 3306.
UPPER YARRA – WARBURTON
3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966 2309.
WANGARATTA — REGIONAL
PARISH
Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. Yarrawonga,
47 Orr St. Myrtleford , 78 Standish St
Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444
WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)
Warrnambool: Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts.
10.00am & 7.00 pm. Sunday Night Life 5.30
South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30
Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am
Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029
Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373
Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.
WEST FOOTSCRAY
141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.
Session Clerk: Ms J Swift (03) 9687 5701
WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)
87 Cecil St. 10.00am.
Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338
WOORI YALLOCK
Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm DLS)
Rev David Brown (03) 5964 6014.

western australia
BICTON
Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542
FREMANTLE (Scots)
Cnr South Tce & Parry St. 10.00 am
Chinese Worship & Sunday School. 3.00 pm.
Rev James Nocher (08) 9319 2208.
WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)
Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.
9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074.
To register your church in this section of the
Australian Presbyterian is an easy, low cost
exercise. Facsimile the AP office on:
(03) 9723 9685 or E-mail us at:
austpres@bigpond.net.au
The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50 $45.00 plus GST
Congregations 51 -99 $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more $65.00 plus GST

B
DAY 9
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...and the Judge of men.

THE PASSAGE

JOHN 2:12-25

We saw the compassionate side of Jesus at the wedding; we see another side of His character as He goes into His
Father’s house. The gospels record two occasions when Jesus
attacked the way the Jewish leaders were abusing the temple. The
one recorded by John is at the outset of Jesus’ ministry and sets the
tone for what His attitude will be throughout His ministry to
hypocrisy in religion and the abuse of privilege and power.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The temple authorities ran a lucrative business extorting money
from the common people who were obliged to trade with them to
meet the requirements of the laws concerning sacrifices.
• Jesus wasn’t afraid to expose the evils of powerful dignitaries.
• Psalm 69 is the cry of a man who is abused and rejected for doing
what is right. John quotes verse 9 (v.17) to relate it to Jesus.
• The Jewish leaders demand a miraculous sign before they will
believe, yet remain in unbelief in the face of many such signs – especially His resurrection, which He here predicts even as his 3-year
public ministry is only just beginning! (cf Luke 16:31)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do we fail to make allowance for the sinfulness of our hearts?

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

The Kingly line.
MATTHEW 1:1-17

Matthew’s purpose in writing his gospel is to present Jesus to his fellow Jews as their promised Messiah-King, come
to establish the true Kingdom of God among them. He therefore
sees the significance of Jesus’ ancestry mainly in terms of Abraham
the covenantal Patriarch, David the key to the Messianic Dynasty,
and the failure of the old order represented in the Babylonian
Captivity. He notices a pattern of 3 sets of 14 generations.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The 3 Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, mark off God’s
covenantal line from all the other ancient Middle Eastern peoples.
• The pre-exilic kings from David to Jeconiah (Jehoiachin) were a
mixed (and often mixed-up) bag but God remained faithful to His
promises to David and Solomon, until the true King was born.
• The inclusion of skeletons in the Messianic cupboard – foreigners/schemers/women(!), such as the Judah-Tamar-Perez scandal
(Genesis 38) and the David-Bathsheba scandal (2Samuel 12), Ruth
the Moabitess, ... prepares the Jews to see that their Messiah will in
fact be the Saviour for the whole world of sinners.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are there skeletons in your cupboard? So what? (cf Mt. 9:10f.)

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

The King is born.
MATTHEW 1:18-25

Pre-DNA, paternity disputes were almost impossible to resolve. Whom do you believe? Joseph would not have been
able to experience all the usual joys a man could expect in courtship
and the early days of his marriage as he submitted to the rigours of
obedience to God’s word, and faced the daily output from the
rumour-machine at the Nazareth well. (I wonder how his carpentry
trade was affected?) He was faithful in spite of the cost.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Matthew is faithfully reporting the facts about the conception and
birth of Jesus, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He is not
just spreading a popular myth to back up Isaiah’s prophecy.
• “Jesus” is Greek for “Joshua” which is Hebrew for “the one who
saves”. Jesus was born to be the Saviour of the world.
• Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled exactly; Matthew had no doubt
that the word used in Isaiah 7:14 (“almah”/“parthenos”) meant “virgin”, not just “young woman of marriageable age”. “Immanuel” was
an expression of the fact that he was both God and Man.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why is the fact of the Virgin Birth so essential to the Gospel?
• What is it costing you to remain faithful to God’s Word today?
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DAY 12

The King is worshipped.

THE PASSAGE

MATTHEW 2:1-12

Consistent with his theme of Kingship, Matthew
records the visit of the Magi from the east to worship Jesus, the
newborn King. These “kings”, using their traditional art of interpreting the stars, and with the help of the Hebrew Scriptures, were
led by God to the place in Bethlehem where He was. They worshipped him there with appropriate kingly gifts (cf Psalm 72:8-11).
In contrast, King Herod, who had enough Jewish connections to be
expected to be waiting for the coming of the Messiah, and enough
political connections to make him fearful of it, tried to get rid of
Him! How we respond to King Jesus is the issue of life.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• King Herod locates Jesus in history; the Magi locate Him in life.
• The Jewish leaders were aware of the significance of David’s
town, Bethlehem, in connection with the coming of the Messiah.
• The visit of the Magi should have moved Herod and the Jewish
leaders to do just what Herod (falsely) said he would do (v. 8).
• The Magi worshipped only Jesus (not Mary, who was there!).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why, on the basis of the same clear evidence, do some people bow
to Jesus in worship while others ignore or oppose Him?

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

The King attacked.
MATTHEW 2:13-18

It is a constant theme of human history that sinful
man sets himself up in active opposition to the outworking of the
purposes of God (cf Psalm 2, John 3:19f, 15:18, Rev. 12). This
should not surprise us. Matthew reminds us that even Herod’s
slaughter of the innocent boys, rather than taking God by surprise,
was actually foretold by him through the prophet Jeremiah (31:15).

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God intervened specifically to ensure that Mary and Joseph and
their young child were kept safe; Herod could not touch them.
• Although it is often hard for us to fathom the perplexing providence of God, as in the case of the killing of the boys because of
Jesus while He was kept safe, we can rest assured that our sovereign
God knows what he is doing and why (cf Revel. 6:9-11).
• The OT theme of God providing shelter and relief in Egypt for
those He loves, and then returning them to their land for a fresh
start, lays out the pattern for the redemptive process. Matthew
notes how the infant Messiah Himself followed this path as part of
His identification with us in His role as the true Israel.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Has the Church today lost touch with the intensity of the
spiritual warfare in which she is involved? Does it matter?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

The King returns.
MATTHEW 2:19-23

The Bible has many examples of how God’s sovereign rule and man’s responsibility for his own actions interact with
each other so that it is not a case of deciding which of the two is
true but rather of seeing how events prove that both aspects are
truly at work together. Joseph was probably wondering if it was
now safe to return when God reassured him via a dream. On arrival
(in Bethlehem?) in Judea the logic of the situation based on
Archelaus’ reputation seems to suggest moving further north. But
what about God’s promises concerning Jesus and the Messianic
connections with David’s City? Again, Joseph is reassured via a
dream – and Matthew notes prophetic fulfilment!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• It seems that even Herod’s irrational slaughter of all the boys
didn’t let him rest content that a rival king no longer existed.
• We have no record of the prophets predicting that the Messiah
would be called a Nazarene but Mark 1:24 seems to indicate that
even the evil spirits were aware of a connection.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• The decision to go back to Nazareth in the north (with the pregnancy scandal probably still firing local imaginations) would have
been hard for Joseph. Do you ever try to avoid obedience?
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DAY 15
THE PASSAGE
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The King announced.
MATTHEW 3:1-12

S
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The King’s light shines.

DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

MATTHEW 4:12-17

The forthright preaching of John the Baptist ran
contrary to everything the Jewish leaders had come to espouse. The
Kingdom of Heaven is not about being born into the covenant line
and enjoying status and power. It is about showing evidence of the
Holy Spirit’s work in our lives (cf Galatians 5:22f) and about the
fire of God’s judgement against sin. John’s preaching was neither
popular nor acceptable, and it landed him in trouble and finally cost
him his life (see Matthew 14:1-12), but he persisted.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The King’s herald has been silenced; it is now time for the King
Himself to speak out, challenging the people in the same way.
• Isaiah’s prophecy that is introduced by the words quoted in verses
15 and 16 is very specifically Messianic (Isaiah 9:1-7). Matthew
wants us to recognise that God is working out His purposes carefully, even down to specific geographical details!
• Jesus as the bringer of light into the darkness of man’s world was
noted at the beginning of John’s Gospel as well (John 1:4f).
• The call to repentance is at the heart of the Gospel message.

THE POINT

• John’s whole life had one urgent message: Repent and be baptised!
• John’s mission was based firmly in God’s revelation (Is. 40:3).
• John was hardest on those who had status among God’s people.
• Without repentance, pedigree, tradition and position don’t count.
• John recognised himself as only the forerunner of the Messiah
whose rule would be Spirit-centred and include Judgement.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church today active enough in warning our society about
the imminent Return of the Lord Jesus and its consequences? Are
we suffering under the same delusions as the Pharisees? Is this
reflected in the way we celebrate Christmas?

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

The King “anointed”.
MATTHEW 3:13-17

Jesus came into our world to identify with us in our
sinful condition in order that He might bear the full punishment of
our sin in His death on the cross. His submission to John’s baptism
with its emphasis on repentance from sin was difficult for John to
accept but, as Jesus assured him, it was a necessary part of what He
had come to do, and therefore to fulfilling all righteousness. In a
very real sense it was His Messianic anointing as the King who was
born to die as the world’s sin-bearer. The descending of the Spirit
and the voice from heaven were confirmation of this.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

Matthew is not suggesting here that Jesus was afraid
of Herod. Jesus knew that “His time had not yet come” (cf John
7:30, 8:20) and He wanted to avoid attracting the attention of the
hostile authorities (the Jewish leaders as well as Herod) as He began
His public ministry along the same lines as John’s: “Repent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is near.” Moreover, as Matthew notes, He was
also fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecies written about Him!

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does Matthew’s commitment to seeing so many details of Jesus’
life as fulfilment of Scripture help you appreciate the OT more?

DAY 19

The King appoints His men.

THE PASSAGE

MATTHEW 4:18-22

Matthew summarises the calling of the first disciples
in just a few sentences. All the Gospels agree that the first four in
the bringing together of the Twelve were the two sets of brothers,
Andrew and Simon/Peter and James and John. Luke particularly
gives a much more detailed description of the factors contributing
to the ultimate calling of the brothers. With Mark, Matthew wants
the reader to see that, in the final analysis, the decision to follow
Jesus must be a clear and decisive break with the past.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• John’s protestation indicated that he already understood the vast
gap between himself and Jesus: like everyone else, he was a sinner
who needed to repent; but Jesus wasn’t.
• Baptism is a means of identification. In our baptism we are
acknowledging our sin (repentance) and aligning ourselves with
Jesus as our only hope for cleansing (faith). Baptism marks us off
as God’s covenant people. Jesus’ baptism set Him apart in his
office as our Advocate, our Substitute, our Redeemer-King. All this
is attested by the Spirit’s descent and the Father’s voice.

• It seems significant that the first 4 men Jesus called to follow him
were fishermen. Jesus set a pattern that for Him, discipleship was
not about education, power or influence, but about humble commitment and obedience (cf Acts 4:13, 1 Cor. 1:26-29).
• Jesus used the fact that they were fishermen to get them to see
that a central aim in calling them to follow Him was that they
should take hold of men and draw them into His Kingdom.
• For these men, answering the call to follow Jesus involved total
commitment, leaving behind business and family (cf Lk. 14:25-27).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Jesus’ identification with me was costly. Is mine with him?

DAY 17
THE PASSAGE

The King tested.
MATTHEW 4:1-11

Jesus is the new Adam and the new Israel. The first
Adam and the first Israel failed the test with disastrous consequences for the human race, made in God’s image, and the nation
chosen to be God’s covenant people. Jesus passed the test with
glorious consequences for the Church.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Adam failed on 3 counts in the Garden: he ate the forbidden fruit
when he saw it was (1) good for food, (2) pleasing to the eye, and
(3) desirable for gaining wisdom (see Gen. 3:6 and 1 John 2:16).
• Israel failed on 3 counts in the wilderness/Canaan: (1) they complained about the food, (2) they refused to trust God in spite of
spectacular miracles, and (3) they fashioned their own gods.
• Satan tempted Jesus to establish His kingdom, not on the way of
the cross, but on the basis of (1) feeding the hungry, (2) performing spectacular feats, and (3) compromising with the world. Jesus
did not fail; He chose the path of obedience (cf Philippians. 2:8).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Has the Church in its history at times been diverted from putting
the cross at the centre of its message and opted for a gospel based
on “social action” or “signs and wonders” or “compromise”?
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• Have you been wholehearted in your decision to follow Jesus?

DAY 20

The King claims His throne.

THE PASSAGE

MATTHEW 4:23-25

At the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry we are
introduced to the nature and extent of His influence, both geographically and spiritually. The King has now come to receive His Kingdom.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Although he would be the Saviour and King of the whole world,
Jesus’ first mission was to His own, God’s covenant people. He
began preaching the good news of the Kingdom in synagogues.
• There was a close link between Jesus’ preaching ministry and His
healing ministry. His authority to proclaim God’s word, the “good
news” or “gospel” was not to be divorced from His authority over
disease, sickness and evil spirits.
• News about Jesus spread quickly by word of mouth and the testimony of changed lives, of broken people made whole.
• News about Jesus spread throughout the areas where Jewish people had settled, but also beyond this into Gentile territory.
Matthew’s primary intention was to tell Israel about the appearance
of their promised Messiah, but he was not afraid to show them that
the good news had a wider application as well.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why are we so slow to tell others the good news of our King?

N

Across
Australia
Jensen visits Victoria

D

r Peter Jensen, Archbishop of Sydney
and immediate past principal of Moore
Theological College, has agreed to be the
speaker at the 2004 Presbyterian
Theological
College
Melbourne
Minister’s Conference to be held on 23
and 24 March. It is hoped that Dr Jensen,
who has risen to worldwide prominence
in defence of the historic Christian faith,
will address a public meeting on 24 March
on “the challenges to the evangelical faith
today”.

Up-market

Tyearhe helped
89th Presbyterian Market Day this
the Presbyterian Inland
Mission buy a new patrol vehicle for the
far-west NSW patrol area. Market Day
was again held at Willoughby Civic
Centre, right in the heart of the
Chatswood shopping centre on 1
October. Almost 30 stalls were stocked
with goods made by members from all
over NSW, including aprons, baby wear,
coathangers, handcrafts, knitwear, toys,
plants, biscuits, cakes, jams, fruit salad and
pavlovas just to mention a few items.
Markets have been held every year since
1914, usually for NSW causes (such as in
the early days supporting the work of deaconesses in Redfern and Woolloomooloo
and, more recently, supporting the history
of the PCNSW, Iron In Our Blood). But
proceeds have also supported AIM patrols
and work in South Australia, Western
Australia and Queensland as well as overseas missionary work in Vanuatu.
The market was opened by NSW
Moderator Stuart Andrews. Mrs Anne
Ball, PWA (NSW) market day committee
convener, gave the keys of the new patrol
vehicle to PIM superintendant Jack
Knapp and patroller Terry Sadler. The
stalls raised more than $20,000, but the
final tally is not yet known as donations
are still being received and bills paid.

Learned friends

O

n Saturday 14 February, the
Theological Education Committee of
the Victorian General Assembly will
hold an inaugural meeting of Friends of
the PTC, the auxiliary of the Presbyterian
Theological
College,
Melbourne.
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Membership is open to all who have a
desire to serve the Lord by working harmoniously together to support the college
as He enables them in such ways as
covenanting to pray for the various needs
of the college, making donations to the
tax-deductible library and building funds,
and supporting college events, staff, students and facilities. To join, contact the
Rev Bob Thomas, convener of the TEC,
phone
0417
592
646,
email
crthomas@pcvic.org.au. Victorian readers
may respond through the form inserted in
this issue of AP.

Up to date

plans to extend the building and appoint a
full-time chaplain.

Wide-screen gospel

SRockhampton
t. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in
has relocated from its traditional, heritage-listed building into what
was a three-cinema complex which has
been skillfully renovated and transformed
to accommodate the needs of the growing
congregation. The building was officially
opened in August. Peace congregation,
north of Brisbane, moved into a tastefully
converted factory unit in July.

More mission funding
O
n 9 February the faculty of the PTC
Melbourne will hold a series of seminars The Presbyterian Women’s Mission
reviewing current thinking in the fields of Union (Vic) has been able to distribute
Old Testament, New Testament and theology. A barbecue lunch will be provided,
there is no charge and all are invited to
attend.

Reformation rally

ASunday
Reformation Day rally was held on
2 November at the Reformed
Theological College. Between 200 and
300 were present. Organised by the
Reformed and Presbyterian ministers’ fraternal, ministers from the Christian
Reformed (Henk de Waard, Murray
Capill and John de Boer), Reformed
Presbyterian (Andrew Stewart), and
Presbyterian (Allan Lendon, Graeme
Weber and Allan Harman) churches
took part.

Bangladeshi Presbyterians

R

ev. Monirul Nanok (principal of the
Presbyterian
Bible
College
in
Bangladesh) and family have been visiting
the New South Wales church recently.
The federal Australian Presbyterian
World Mission and APWM (NSW) committees have agreed to support the purchase of land to build a new college. It will
cost around $45,000, of which $10,000 is
in hand.

Allowah Hospital

just over $40,000 in support of missionaries in the 2002-2003 financial year. David
Pearce (MAF – Kenya), Joy Hill
(Pioneers – Bosnia) and Andrew and
Fleur Letcher (WBT – PNG) have been
added to the list of missionaries supported
by the PWMU.

From the West

TLeederville
he PCWA held its assembly at the
Church on 1 November. For
the first time in many years a procurator
was able to be appointed, Mr Pieter Cruse
of St Columba’s, Peppermint Grove.
Rev. Darrell Thatcher (Living Hope
congregation) was elected for a second
year as moderator. Recognition was given
to the work of the Braemar Presbyterian
Homes for the Aged for another year of
stable management. The Christian witness in Braemar continues to consolidate,
with Rev. Jim Nocher (Scots Church,
Fremantle) and Rev. Paul Bloomfield
(New Life, Rockingham) both ministering in chaplaincy work a full day a week.
Bicton held its centenary celebrations
with a special church service (5
November) and dinner (10 November).
A new housing development near the
church building will be visited in an
attempt to reach new people for Christ.
Moderator-General Jack Knapp was the
guest speaker.

TPCNSW
he Social Services Committee of the
will shortly take control of the

Sudanese celebration

Allowah Children’s Hospital. Allowah is
a specialised hospital for children with
multiple disabilities and who are perhaps
the most needy, and therefore most vulnerable, group within society. It is licensed
to take up to 45 children but there are

early 400 adults and children
attended the service of ordination and
induction of Latjor Thot Latjor and
Wang Ruei Wang, held in October at St
Andrew’s Clayton (Vic). Since 1991 the
congregation has welcomed into its

N
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membership many people from southern Sudan (mainly from the Nuer tribe).
It now has about 125 Sudanese people
who form nearly half of the regular congregation.

New missionaries

T

he following members of the PCNSW
have recently been accepted for missionary service: Dion and Annette Bremner
(WEC, home base, originally from
Dalby, Qld, but now from Strathfield);
Nicole Linklaker (WEC, Chad, from
Epping); Tracey Croll (SIM, Zambia,
from Epping) and David and Ashleigh
Burge (Pioneers, Mongolia, from
Ashfield).

Jubilee

E

Vale

A

P has been advised of the death of Mrs
Audrey Shannon, session clerk of St
Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Young.

Ministry candidates

The Theological Education
Committee of the PCV has admitted Mr
Mark Smith (Presbytery of Bendigo),
Mr Miles Fagan (Presbytery of
Melbourne West) and Mr Graham
McClelland (Presbytery of Geelong) to
the course of training at the PTC
Melbourne.

HMWA service

T

he annual thanksgiving and dedication
service of the Home Mission Workers
Association was held at Scots Church
Melbourne, on 13 November. Miss Rion
Jennings, the president of the HMWA
welcomed Victorian Moderator Peter
Orchard, whose chaplain, Rev. Stuart
Bonnington, was the guest speaker. The
HMWA raises support for home missionaries, theological students and home mission stations. The offering for the day was
nearly $1900.

S

NZ approves lesbian candidate

TNewhe Zealand
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
has authorised a lesbian to
apply for ministry after rejecting her last
year. A commission headed by Sir Duncan
McMullin, heard the appeal by Deborah
Gordon and Wellington Presbytery.
According to a report in the New Zealand
Herald, “There are currently no specific
regulations barring the ordination of
homosexuals.” The commission found on
the basis of a 1994 decision that there was
“no expressed objection in principle to the
licensing, ordination or induction of
homosexuals as a class”. The denomination
makes no provision for appeal from a judicial commission, noted Assembly executive secretary Kerry Enright.

M

r Vaughan Nash of the Atherton
congregation (Qld) was recently congratulated for 50 years of service as an elder in
the Tablelands charge. Mr Vaughan was
ordained and inducted in Millaa Millaa in
October 1953. He has faithfully served
the Lord as an elder, preacher and session
clerk and has encouraged many. He and
his wife Elsie live in their own home in
Atherton.

W

Around
the World
Egyptians freed

Tforwoleading
Egyptian Christians jailed recently
a house church were ordered to
be released by a Saudi prince. Sabry Awad
Gayed, a pediatrician, and Eskander
Guirguis Eskandar, employed as a carpenter, were arrested and jailed on 25 October
in the Saudi capital of Riyadh. When
brought before the prosecutor, they
learned they stood charged with evangelism
and “establishing a temple (non-Muslim
place of worship)”. The two Coptic
Christians have met privately for worship
in homes with other expatriate Christians
since they took jobs in Saudi Arabia several
years ago. After receiving a written complaint that the two had been jailed “for
apparently no reason”, Prince Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz Al-Saud, who serves as Saudi
Arabia’s Second Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defence, reportedly
reviewed their file yesterday, leading to
their release. It is unclear whether Saudi
authorities will allow the two Christians to
continue in their job contracts, or if they
will deport the men to Egypt.
Compass Direct

African fury

A

frica’s Anglican leaders have expressed
fury at the consecration of a gay bishop in
New Hampshire, renewing their intention to break from the American church
and deepening an ideological fault line
that crisscrossed the Anglican world.
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“The Devil has clearly entered our
church,” said Archbishop Benjamin
Nzimbi of Kenya, who has announced
that his church will have nothing to do
with the Episcopal Church U.S.A., which
sanctioned the election of Bishop V. Gene
Robinson.
Similar sentiments were heard from
conservative church leaders around the
globe.
“The United States have declared independence,” said Archbishop Gregory
Venables of the Southern Cone of South
America.
In
Australia,
Sydney
Archbishop Peter Jensen told the
Reuters news agency, “It’s a sad day for
the church.”
The opposition seemed most vociferous in Africa, where popular sentiment
regards same-sex relationships as a vice
exported from the West. The Anglican
leaders stopped short, however, of declaring that their provinces had formally
“broken communion” with the Episcopal
Church in the United States. “Broken
communion” could also mean they would
refuse to attend church meetings with
Americans or to accept missionaries from
the United States.
Instead, in a statement issued by
Archbishop Peter J. Akinola of Nigeria,
who has led the drive to denounce homosexuality, the conservative Anglican leaders declared their provinces to be in a state
of “impaired communion” with the
American church.

Living symbols

P

ope John Paul II has weighed in on an
Italian controversy over crucifixes in
schools, saying it was undemocratic and
dangerous to try to erase a country’s religious symbols.
“Recognising (a nation’s) religious heritage means recognising the symbols that
set it apart,” the pope told European Union
interior ministers meeting in Rome.
For the past few weeks Italy has been
caught up in a controversy sparked by a
local judge’s order that a crucifix be taken
off the wall of a school in a small town east
of Rome. The ruling, which has dominated the country’s media, followed a
complaint by Adel Smith, a Muslim
rights activist who did not want his children to see crucifixes in their school.
It sparked widespread outrage in the
country, which is nominally overwhelmingly Catholic, although only some 25
percent of Italians go to church regularly
according to some polls.
Reuters
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Persecution in Pakistan

Shahbaz Bhatti, the founder and president of the Christian Liberation Front of
Pakistan (CLF), is under great pressure
from government security agencies, who
have warned him clearly that if he does
not stop raising his voice against the persecution and victimisation of the religious
minorities of Pakistan, he will be punished
severely, or even assassinated.
Government authorities have placed
Mr Bhatti’s name on Pakistan’s Exit
Control List (ECL), which means he cannot travel abroad. The threats and harassments are becoming more intense and
more severe by the day, and the situation
is becoming critical.
Mr Bhatti is in grave danger because he
is the voice of the voiceless, oppressed,
persecuted and terrorised religious
minorities of Pakistan, and the government wants that voice silenced. Reports
from reliable sources indicate that his
arrest is imminent.
World Evangelical Alliance

Heavenly radio

O
nce upon a time, the Communist Party
in the Soviet Union erected blocking
towers in Khabarovsk (east coast of
Russia) to block out gospel radio signals
from Far East Broadcasting Company
(FEBC) in the Philippines and beyond.
Today that Khabarovsk site is the home of
FEBC Russia. What’s more, some of
those who worked for the communists, as
atheists, jamming gospel radio signals
there, still work at that site today, for
FEBC Russia, as Christians, broadcasting
the gospel.
Albanian Communist dictator Enver
Hoxha established Radio Tirana to propagate atheism throughout Albania. But
today Trans World Radio broadcasts the
gospel from that same site
World Evangelical Alliance

TTurgay
wo months after Deniz Kasan and
Papakci said their wedding vows
before 200 relatives and friends at the
Istanbul Presbyterian Church this summer, the bride’s application to change her
religious identity was refused. Her local
population bureau told her she could not
change her religious identity from Muslim
to Christian, as her new husband had
done two years earlier, because her church
was “not recognised as an official house of
worship”.

W

S

Formed nine years ago, the steadily
growing Istanbul Presbyterian Church
congregation has met in the historic All
Saints Anglican Church in Istanbul’s
Moda district since late 1997. Another
new Christian in the church, 21-year-old
Beyza Gun, received an identical refusal
the same week. The pastor, Rev. Turgay
Ucal, responded, “Any Turkish citizen
over the age of 18 has the legal right to
change his religious affiliation by signing a
simple statement to that effect.”
Compass Direct

Violence flares in Indonesia

Vareillagers
in Central Sulawesi, Indonesia,
fleeing for their lives in reaction to
recent attacks on four villages. Following
the 11 October attack on the village of
Old Beteleme, a further assault was
launched on Saatu, Pantangolemba and
Pinedapa, all villages with large Christian
populations.
Bands of masked raiders armed with
automatic weapons sought out Christians
for attack. Police reported nine people
were killed and 11 were hospitalized. Even
the deployment of extra armed forces to
secure the area has had little effect upon
the worried inhabitants. “People are too
scared to remain in their isolated villages,”
said Mona Saroinsong, coordinator of
the Crisis Centre of the Protestant
Church in North Sulawesi. “They have
been walking through the jungle to the
coast or making for Tentena.”
Compass Direct

On the
Agenda
Judged unworthy
By Julia Duin

Awonlabama
Chief Justice Roy Moore, who
an overwhelming election three years
ago to the American state’s highest court,
was stripped of his office last month by a
state judicial panel because of his refusal
to remove a monument celebrating the
Ten Commandments from the state courthouse rotunda.
The ruling, which was unanimous, was
the harshest punishment possible for the
judge.
“Anything short of removal would
only serve to set up another confrontation
that would ultimately bring us back to
where we are today,” said the nine-member panel, which had the option of simply
reprimanding the chief justice or continuing his suspension with pay that has been
in effect since August.
The one-tonne monument was
installed secretly by Chief Justice Moore
in the summer of 2001. In November
2002, a district judge ordered the monument removed, which Chief Justice
Moore refused to do by a 20 August deadline, after losing appeals to the US
Supreme Court and the 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals.
The Alabama Judiciary Inquiry

ST ANDREWS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
ENROL NOW FOR 2004, PREP –YEAR 10

St Andrews Christian College,
333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Tel: 9808 9911 Fax: 9808 9933
Email: saintandrews@bigpond.com

Presbyterians rejected

E
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education within a Christian framework.
At St Andrews Christian College we want to grow God’s kids, God’s way!
If you are looking for a Christian education for your children, come along and see
St Andrews Christian College — Melbourne’s best kept secret! Our aim is to provide a traditional, academic education within a Christian framework.
Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, the new computing laboratory, Accelerated Reading Programme and our
LEM phonics scheme.
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Commission then suspended Chief
Justice Moore, charging him with ethics
violations. After a one-day trial, the ninemember judicial panel found that Chief
Justice Moore “willfully and publicly”
defied the federal order, placing himself
above the law in doing so.
In return, Chief Justice Moore called
his removal from the state Supreme Court
a violation of the First Amendment.
“The law is the First Amendment,” he
told Fox News. “[Which says] Congress
should make no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibit the free
exercise thereof. ... The word ‘religion’
recognises a divine creator and a higher
law. ... Then a judicial body comes in and
says since you acknowledge God, you
cannot hold office. They are telling us
what we must think.
“Now we are faced with a public official who exercises his rights under the
First Amendment and exercises his freedom of conscience to believe and
acknowledge God ... and now he cannot
hold office.”
Reaction was swift. Americans United
for Separation of Church and State,
which helped fund legal opposition to
Chief Justice Moore, hailed the removal
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of the “renegade jurist”.
“Moore flagrantly announced his intention to violate a federal court order, made
a mockery of the legal system and created
an unseemly media circus,” said the
group’s president, Barry Lynn. “Today, he
learned the results of that defiance.”
Tony Perkins, president of the Family
Research Council, called the decision
“judicial activism”.
“The courts treat us as court jesters but
we don’t want to dance to their tyrannical
tune,” he said.
“They are targeting religious freedom, school prayer, the phrase ‘under
God’ in the Pledge of Allegiance and
now the removal of the Ten
Commandments. Justice Moore was a
duly elected official and he was challenging the ruling of an unelected official
that was questionable at best and an outright affront to the Alabama constitution at worst.”
The official was US District Judge
Myron Thompson of Montgomery who
a year ago ordered the monument
removed, ruling that it constituted government endorsement of religion.
Now stripped of his office, the former
chief justice said he would consult with

his lawyers to try to overturn the decision.
The Rev. D. James Kennedy, founder
of Coral Ridge Ministries in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida., which filmed the
monument’s installation two years ago,
then gave away the tapes to raise money
for Mr Moore’s legal fund, called the
ouster “tragic”.
“It indicates how far we as a country
have drifted from the godly foundation
that was given to us by the Founders,” he
said. “The ultimate issue at stake here is
whether it is possible for a judge to refer
to or mention God in a courtroom and
these judges decided it was not. Our laws
were built on the Ten Commandments so
this is a sad departure from the rule of
law.”
Mr Moore may win in the end, Mr
Kennedy predicted.
“They may persecute him into the
White House,” he said. “I think he’s a
modern hero. How many men today
would put their livelihood, reputation,
profession, education and conceivably his
freedom on the line because of strong
moral convictions?”
This article is reprinted from the Washington
Times.
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Daily Bible Reading Notes,
currently written by Rev Dr Greg
Goswell, Old Testament lecturer at
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The prayer-requisite
Revival follows prayer, not the other way round.

I

n Scripture, prayer is presented as a
prerequisite for revival. It is a prelude.
If you study the history of revivals,
you will find that they are best documented not only in their effects but also
in their preparatory prayer periods. This
was true of the revivals in New England
under the ministry of Jonathan Edwards.
It was true in the revivals in Wales under
Evan Roberts. When He wants a revival,
God is pleased to lead His people to pray
that revival might be forthcoming.
The prayer that leads to revival must be
believing prayer. This is the point the
apostle James makes in his letter (James
1:5-7). When we come to the Lord we
must come with expectations that He is
able to do great things. Nothing is impossible for our God. He is able to transform
hearts and reach out even underneath the
conscious life of people to transform
them. So we should never say, “Here is
somebody beyond God’s reach. Their
hardness of heart is so great, their wickedness of life is so manifest, that they cannot
possibly be a candidate for acceptance
into the kingdom of God. We might as
well give up on this person.”
In spite of the fact that the early church
had seen God do many great things, it
undoubtedly thought this way about Paul.
The early Christians thought, “This one is
lost. There is no way God will bring Paul
into the kingdom. He is a persecutor, an
enemy, an opponent. There is no hope for
him.” When Paul tried to join the church,
they gave him the cold shoulder (Acts
9:26). It took Barnabas to reason, “God
saved me; maybe he can save Paul too.”
He went close to Paul and befriended him
at great danger to himself. We too might
think, what less likely a candidate for election than Paul! Yet God was pleased to
reach him and change him.

W

e need believing prayer, prayer that
does not concentrate on the obstacles. We must not say, “he is hopeless” or
“our country has gone to the dogs” or
“our church has gone liberal”. Prayer
must recognise that God is all-powerful
and can do wonders. If we come with
faith, accepting the reality of the power of
God, then we will experience that effective prayer changes things in keeping with

tent in prayer for husbands or wives, children or parents – and God has blessed
their persistence. Do not give up too soon.
Do not conclude too rapidly that God is
uninterested. So long as you have a burden
on your heart, keep praying.

Roger
Nicole
God’s purpose.
Such a prayer must be God-centred. It
must relate itself to God’s glory rather
than to our private desires. Of course,
God permits us to present our private
desires as well. There is nothing wrong in
asking God to give us good weather for
mountain climbing if good weather is
important for it. But here again, it would
be wise to say, “if it be your will”, because
there are also
people, such as
farmers,
who
Do not give
need rain. Since
up too soon.
the desire of the
Do not
mountaineer may
conclude that
conflict with the
God is
desire of the
uninterested.
farmer, it would
Keep praying.
be good for both
of them to be
submitted
to
whatever God is pleased to send. God
permits us to present our desires. But we
must have a supreme desire, especially in
the prayer for revival, to see the glory of
God manifested.
A prayer for revival should be centred,
not in the desire that we should have more
money for our church (because there will
be more people coming), nor that there
should be a new vitality in our denomination (as compared with other denominations), nor that any other of our human
desires and ambitions should be satisfied,
but rather that the glory of God might be
manifested. We should pray that His
name might be exalted, that His kingdom
might be made evident, that His glorious
reign might be established even more
widely in the hearts of men and women.
Again, our prayer must be persistent.
The Scripture emphasises that we ought
not easily to be discouraged in prayer (Lk
18:1). If we do not receive at once the
answer we are looking for, we ought not to
reason, “well, God just doesn’t want me to
have that; I guess I’ll give up”. There are
people who have been wonderfully persis-

I

n the church in which I am a member
there is a man who has moved me profoundly in this respect. It is a wonderful
church now. We have a preacher who is a
wonderful expositor of the Word of God.
I never attend a service there at which my
soul is not blessed. But some 40 years ago
this church was exceedingly small – there
were about 10 or 12 people on a Sunday
morning – and it was passing through a
veritable desert from the point of view of
biblical ministry.
Throughout this bleak period this man,
Deacon George Day, was praying. He did
not say: “This church gives me nothing.
There is nothing to be expected here,
nothing to be hoped.” Instead, Deacon
Day kept praying for that church for
years. Now he is an old man, more than
80. Whenever I see Deacon Day I see the
power of God to answer persistent prayer.
I see a warrior who did not allow himself
to be defeated but who stayed at his post,
pleading for his church and asking God’s
blessing upon it.
This is an edited extract from Dr Roger
Nicole’s ‘Our Sovereign Saviour – The
Essence of the Reformed Faith’ (Christian
Focus Publications, 2002). Dr Nicole, one of
America’s pre-eminent theologians, is
Professor of Theology at Reformed
Theological Seminary, Orlando, Florida. ap

The congregation at

Ringwood-Heathmont
is reforming!
We have property, position and potential…what we don’t have is people!
This congregation is a mission field opportunity for committed believers of all ages.
Will YOU prayerfully consider whether God
may want YOU to join this newest church
plant in an area of Melbourne’s east that is
undergoing significant re-growth?

Andrew Venn – (03) 9870 5182
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Winning the West
As Islam flourishes in the West, Christian minorities in Muslim countries face new horrors.

A

government school in an Islamic
stronghold in England now teaches
only an Islamic syllabus, according
to a documentary on Britain’s
Channel 4 last week. All students have to
study the Koran, and non-Muslim girls
must cover their heads.
Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, a London-based
international expert on Islam and adviser to
governments, tells the story to illustrate
Islam’s growing strength in the West – as
the plight of Christian minorities in
Muslim countries gets worse.
Islam is flourishing in the West, he says,
through increasing numbers of Western
women who marry Muslims and convert,
through intensive conversion campaigns,
through a faster birth-rate, through immigration of marriage partners, through multiple marriages – which, while not legal, do
occur – and through asylum seekers, official and unofficial.
Dr Sookhdeo does not think Britain will
soon be predominantly Muslim, as some

Barney
Zwartz
predict, but pockets are already Muslimmajority areas, such as Bradford,
Birmingham and Leicester. The Bishop of
London says inner London will have a
Muslim majority by 2020.
“Society has moved a considerable way
to meeting Islamic demands to consolidate
Islamic identity,” he says. Last year, Britain
introduced pensions that comply with
sharia (Islamic law), and this year shariacompliant mortgage providers.
He fears a voluntary separatism, even
apartheid. “Because Islam has a peculiar
identity which is religiously based, increasingly we have a separate community developing, with Islam as the primary identity
and the British identity as secondary.”
Meanwhile, Dr Sookhdeo says, the West

– crippled by guilt over the crusades and its
colonial past, and its own loss of identity –
rushes to appease Islam, thus condemning
Christian minorities to increased persecution.
Dr Sookhdeo – founder of the Institute
for the Study of Islam and Christianity, and
of the Barnabas Fund, an aid group for persecuted Christian minorities, who was in
Australia last month to incorporate the
fund here – says the difference in how the
West and Muslim
worlds treat reliIn the Sudan,
gious minorities
the result is
is
becoming
3 million
starker.
He says 40
Christians
million Christdead so far
ians live under
and up to
Muslim majori5 million
ties, where they
refugees.
increasingly find
themselves
an
embattled minority, with dwindling rights, trapped in
poverty and uncertainty. Numbers range
from large minorities – 15 million in
Indonesia, 9 million in Egypt and 3 million
in Pakistan – to just a few dozen, as in the
Maldives. In Saudi Arabia there are officially no national Christians.
In most of these countries they are
despised and distrusted second-class citizens, facing discrimination in education,
jobs and from the police and courts, where
the witness of a Christian is worth less than
a Muslim’s.

N

ow it’s getting worse. There are several
reasons, he says.
First is the widening imposition of
sharia. In Sudan, the government has
imposed sharia and the Arabic language on
the Christian south. The result is 3 million
Christians dead so far and up to 5 million
refugees. In Nigeria, where 12 of the 19
states have declared sharia, 15,000
Christians have been killed in the past few
years.
Second is the rise of militant terrorism
groups. Long before Osama bin Laden targeted the West, Dr Sookhdeo says, he was
attacking Christian minorities. His training
videos feature troops firing on a cross. In
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Indonesia, the Laskar Jihad has killed about
30,000 Christians.
Third is the increasing pressure extremists
are putting on moderate Muslim governments, who appease them by restricting
Christians further. In Egypt, for example, last
week 22 Christians were arrested.
The fourth factor is the apostasy law of
Islam, which prescribes death for deserting
Islam.
Because the Christian minorities lack oil or
geopolitical significance, Western governments
are little concerned. But more painful, Dr
Sookhdeo says, they feel betrayed by the indifference of the Western church, which embraces
interfaith dialogue and claims Islam is all about
peace.

D

r Sookhdeo does favour dialogue. He says
it is important that religions talk to each
other and promote peace. Asked by Muslim
organisations, he spoke out against injustices
by the then Yugoslav president Slobodan
Milosevic and the Serbian church.
“Where Christian minorities are suffering
in a horrendous way we have called on
Christian and Muslim leaders to speak out.
Muslims have been quiet and, sadly, most
church leaders have been quiet. So in the dialogue the status of Christian minorities has
not generally been on the agenda. Not only
myself but many Christian leaders see that as a
betrayal.”
Dr Sookhdeo believes the Western church
is paralysed both by uncertainty about its own
theological foundations and guilt about its
past. Secularism has neutralised the Christian
faith in the West and pluralism has marginalised it, creating a spiritual and moral vacuum
that Islam is filling. “The church has engaged
in appeasement. Faced with Islam, she has no
consensus and tends to acquiesce.”
This article first appeared in The Age,
Melbourne, for whom Barney Zwartz is reliap
gious affairs writer.

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at South Yarra
Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 6.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)

COUNTRY & TERTIARY STUDENTS
ACCOMMODATION
We aim at providing not only first class accommodation but an
atmosphere where young people can grow through pastoral care
and the opportunity to study God’s word.
These units are under direct on-site management.

APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM:
Mrs. J. Baldwin, Honorary Secretary
Presbyterian Council for Students’ Residences
1 Rosemeadow Drive Cape Cabarita, 2137.
Phone: (02) 8765 1642

I

Covenant College
Covenant College, founded in 1991, is a Protestant Christian school with
over 240 students from K – Yr 10, situated in Gordon A.C.T.
With our Junior Secondary level expanding, and as we plan our extension into Years 11 & 12, we
are now seeking applicants who are enthusiastic about Christian education, for the following positions in 2004:

SECONDARY CO-ORDINATOR
ART TEACHER
TEACHER-LIBRARIAN
SEC. HUMANITIES TEACHER
INFANTS TEACHER

Applicants should be committed Christians of the conservative evangelical and reformed persuasion, who are members and regular attendees of a local Protestant Church.
For further details and application forms, contact the Principal:
Mr Donald R. Surtees, Covenant College
PO Box 1067, TUGGERANONG ACT 2901
Telephone: (02) 6294 2455
e-mail: principal@covenant.act.edu.au

Ordained Minister Required

St Paul’s Townsville
Queensland
• Reformed/Evangelical
• Committed Core Group
• Secure Finances

Contact: Rev. H.J. Gallagher
Phone/Fax: (07) 4779 9058
Email: hughgallagher@bigpond.com

Applications will
be accepted until
positions are filled.

Prezra
School of Theology
and
PCA Ministries

Are YOU willing to STUDY and SERVE
in the Presbyterian Church of South
Australia?
Prezra School of Theology offers the
ThL and ThA (ACT) Diplomas FREE.
Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.
Contact: Rev Dr Reg Mathews
18 Aragon Road, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel: (08) 8395 7841
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Movie Watch
The Matrix Trilogy
Reviewed by Bruce Lowe

A

s you get older – I’m 35 – the idea
of staying up till 3am to catch the
premiere of a movie seems less and
less inviting. Even so, I was among
the millions who lined up at cinemas
around the world at precisely the same
hour to see the third installment of The
Matrix. By and large, I was queuing with
people in their teens and early 20s – the
next generation has been captivated by
these movies.
And why not? They’re a visual extravaganza, high-voltage entertainment, with
the uncommon addition of some philosophical depth. Visual effects pioneered
by The Matrix have already been used in a
variety of TV ads, and other movies are
copying the style and tone of the trilogy.
In many ways directors Andy and Larry
Wachowski have opened new doors in the
world of special effects.
Even so, as Christians, it’s the philosophical angle of these movies that we
need to engage with. The Matrix Trilogy is
an ingenious tapestry of sociological, reli-

W A T C H

gious and (predominantly) philosophical
concepts, one of which is Christianity.
The first in the series presents the classic “brain in a vat” dilemma (going back at
least as far as the philosopher Rene
Descartes). The question it raises is,
“How can I know I’m not just a brain sitting in a beaker, with wires plugged in to
provide sensory illusions?”
The second movie (Matrix Reloaded)
goes much deeper. It seems to revolve
around a number
of different tensions – modernism
vs.
postmodernism; free will
vs. determinism;
and love for the
one vs. love for the
many. Neo must
choose between
love for one, and
loyalty to the
many, while from
another angle, Neo is (literally and anagrammatically) “The One” while “Agent
Smith” fast becomes the many.
In Matrix Revolutions, the final part of
the trilogy, many of these themes are
affirmed and clarified – though nothing is
ever entirely clear. Even the most earnest
thinker may leave these movies with a

Rejoice!

Worship

The Hymnbook for today’s
church.

The Book of Common Order
of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia
• Book
$29.95
• CD-ROM Version $34.95

• contemporary
• Christ-centred
• suitable for all ages
• more than 43,000 copies sold
since 1987...

Editions available:
Organist:
Words Only:
Melody Line Only:

$40.00
$16.00
$16.00

(CD-ROM includes Worship Book
in Adobe Acrobat format
and all RTF type files
that allow editing of text
to suit individual needs.
Suitable for PC and Mac users.)
All prices quoted in this advertisement
are inclusive of GST.
All orders plus postage and handling.

Available From:
Miss Mary Beavan, PO Box 190, Portland NSW 2847
Phone (02) 6355 5063 Fax (02) 6355 5783 Email: rejoice@lisp.com.au
Victoria: Presbyterian Resource Centre
156 Collins St, Melbourne, 3000
Phone (03) 9580 5940 Email: prc@pcvic.org.au
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headache – especially at 3am! My analysis
– for what it’s worth – is that postmodernism, free will and love for the one (the
human side of things) stands against
modernism, determinism and the good of
the many, represented by the mechanistic,
technological enemy.
Ultimately the message seems to be
that one needs the other. My guess is,
though, the Wachowski brothers were
having a dig at modernism – though the
politically correct conclusion is that the
two “philosophical universes” can and
should live in harmony together.
Judeo-Christianity is a prominent
theme, evident in names like Trinity, Zion,
Nebuchadnezzar, and in the way Neo dies
and is resurrected in the original movie.
The sequel seems to tend more towards
eastern religions, while the final installment concludes with Neo lying as if crucified. Christianity is prominent – but
don’t be fooled! The series neither supports nor consciously critiques
Christianity. The movies are philosophical
rather than religious in tone – an observation supported by the fact that at least one
recognised American university has structured an entire philosophy subject around
the movies!
If you’re a school RE teacher you may
want to use some of the imagery, but be
careful about misusing other things, and
especially in trying to make the whole
story a kind of modern day C.S. Lewis
tale. It’s not!

S

o what’s in the Matrix phenomenon
for Christians? Is the trilogy must-see
viewing for every Christian, or at least
every Christian leader? Or should it be
avoided at all costs? Neither extreme is
appropriate. Most will be at least a little
confused and therefore a little frustrated –
you’re probably even feeling a little that
way reading this review! I personally
don’t see The Matrix creating a superhighway to the gospel in conversations with
friends, though it will certainly make you
culturally aware.
It’s also a useful introduction to philosophy, and a wonderfully clever weaving
together of philosophical ideas and issues.
I might say in conclusion that The
Matrix trilogy focuses so much on the
issue of free will and determinism that it
creates an excellent introduction to this
important theological issue. Doing a
study on providence? You could use this
as a powerful and helpful introduction.
Bruce Lowe pastors Coorparoo-Macgregor
ap
Presbyterian Church in Brisbane.

L

Letters
Battling on

C

ongratulations on selecting the Battle
for the Bible as the main theme for AP
October, and for taking the position that
the Bible is indeed inspired by God and
fully trustworthy. The old debate “The
Bible is God’s Word” vs “God’s Word is in
the Bible” seems to be continuing in
today’s largely postmodern environment,
though in a more subtle form. Some claim
that the Bible is indeed God’s Word and
then act as if some hard parts no longer
apply or can simply be ignored.
The world believes that the Bible’s
geology, astronomy and anthropology are
wrong, and so it should come as no surprise that the world also rejects the Bible’s
morality. The “science” claimed to provide this “proof ” is shown here in
inverted commas because this branch of
science is speculative rather than empirical
(factual, demonstrable, provable and
repeatable). It’s very different from the
branch of science which produced cars,
medicines and put men on the moon.
Rather, speculative science can be a bit like
finding a very small part of a pendulum,
then trying to imagine what the original
item looked like, what it was for, how it
operated, who built it, when it last swung
and how high. It’s almost a belief system
or a religion itself – but one without God.
Christians in the western world rarely
face physical death for their faith today.
Rather, we face death of a more intellectual kind – as friends and colleagues write
us off as unthinking Neanderthals who
are neither enlightened nor scientifically
aware.
Be encouraged, because the facts actually provide stronger evidence for God’s
version of creation than for the version
sinful man has developed to explain a creation without God!
Spencer Maddrell
Cherrybrook, NSW

Genuine worship

J.M. Holmes’s letter “Clerical Garb”
(AP, October) prompts a response. I am
one of the few younger ministers who
chooses to wear a “dog collar and tabs”
and robe when appropriate (depending on
the weather!), and who usually includes
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the Lord’s Prayer in worship services and
a dedicated offering, and, yes, who asks
the congregation to stand for their
required vow at baptisms. But to imply
that such things are essential for “genuine
worship” is not valid as this is simply not
the case.
There are many forms and styles of
worship even within our Presbyterian
denomination, reflecting the many and
varied needs and preferences of the people
of God within our church. Genuine worship occurs when the minister or pastor,
cognisant with the needs and preferences
of his congregation, conducts an appropriate service which addresses those needs
while retaining the only valid focus of any
worship, namely God in Christ. The key
is what is done, not how it is done and
said. Is Christ proclaimed, God honoured
and praised, the Bible taught, sins confessed, prayers prayed, the sacraments celebrated? Do people leave the service
uplifted, encouraged, challenged in their
faith and empowered to be the witnesses
we are to be? Are worshippers moved to
invite their friends and family, especially
those outside the Church? These are the
marks of true worship.
If for a particular congregation, robes,
the Lord’s prayer, the Aaronic blessing,
quiet organ music assist that, so be it; but
if the needs are for a band and contemporary worship with modern music and an
informal service with a modern sung
benediction, then God be praised and let
us enjoy our diversity as we seek to reach
the whole family of God.
Rev. Peter R Dunstan,
Toukley Presbyterian Church, NSW

An eternal destiny

P

hillip Storrs wonders how God foreknows man before He predestines him
and suggests that there may be conflict in
the Confession (AP, June). John Davies
answers him by quoting Amos 3:2 which
says “You only have I known (loved or
chosen) among all the families of the
earth.” But this still misses the point of
Phillip Storrs’ enquiry.
It is relatively easy to see how God predestines the man whom He foreknows
for, as any earthly architect or engineer
designs something, to a greater or lesser
extent he visualises it and so foreknows it.
This is just what the Scripture says.
“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet
being imperfect; and in thy book all my
parts were written, which in continuance
were fashioned, when as yet there was none

of them (Ps.139:16).
God also designs man according to His
purposes. He says; “...My people, My
chosen. This people I have formed for
Myself. They shall declare My praise” (Isa.
43:21).
In His foreknowing through design,
God includes predestination, for “whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son...”
(Rom. 8:29). It is not as Phillip Storrs says
that God predestined on the basis of what
He foreknew. Specifically He does not
predestine according to a knowledge that
what has been made will choose Him, for
that means that some would have been
made good, but Scripture says: “There is
none who seeks after God...there is none
who does good, no not one...” (Rom.
3:11-12).
The decision to choose is God’s, as the
Psalmist acknowledges: “You caused me
to trust when I was at my mother’s
breast” (Ps. 22:9). It is verified in the
Proverb: “The preparations of the heart in
man, and the answer of the tongue is from
the LORD” (KJV, Prov. 16:1). (Modern
translators say the opposite, Arminian
perhaps?)
Neil Cadman.
Norman Park, Qld

Search and ye shall find

Sments
everal years ago you asked for comon Australian Presbyterian (Survey
1999/2000), and I answered that I desired
better research involved in the articles.
I would comment now that I believe
the articles have provided this through
2003 and, whereas in the past I did not use
the content of the magazine much, nowadays I use it for sermons, bulletins, letters
and visitations.
Thanks for your effort and ongoing
commitment to advance God’s Kingdom
through this ministry,
Rev. Robert Herrgott
Ithaca Presbyterian Church, Qld

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au
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Brisbane’s northside; the membership,
youth and elders. Phil and Louise
Campbell, Maurie and Helen Cropper.
December 2003
21 Devonport Don parish northern
Tasmania; with about 120 c&a (communicants and adherents), 15 yf
(younger folk – Sunday School and
youth) and 6 e (elders). Stephen and
Val Warwick.
22 Effectiveness of all efforts to spread
the message of God’s redeeming love
as the true message of Christmas celebrations.
23 Kerri Somerset APWM / SIM worker
from West Toowoomba serving in
Nigeria and specially for emotional,
spiritual strength in her ministry to
HIV / AIDS sufferers.
24 Burwood parish, Sydney; with about
50 c&a, 10 yf and 5 e. David Maher,
recently inducted and Suat-Har; and
the Chinese congregation meeting
there with about 290 c&a, 45 yf and 5
e. Dennis Law, John Leung and
Eugene Hor.
25 Pray that all worshippers will be
caught up in the stunning truth of the
eternal Word made flesh for us
humans and our salvation.
26 Holiday ministries – Christian family
missions, camps and conferences and
safety for all holiday makers.
27 Presbytery of Ballarat Vic.; 4 parishes
and 5 home mission stations totalling
18 congregations with 475 c&a; 2
retired ministers, 4 under jurisdiction;
Keith Allen clerk.
28 Liverpool parish, Sydney; with about
115 c&a, 10 yf and 4 e. Adrian and
Diane de Graaf.
29 Carol Whipp APWM / WEC worker
from Somerville, Vic. seconded to a
medical mission agency in Edinburgh.
30 John and Heather Rickard beginning ministry in Dandenong parish, Melbourne;
with about 40 c&a, 10 yf and 3 e.
31 The large Mitchelton parish on

January 2004
1 Byron Bay-Mullumbimby parish, far
northern NSW; with about 135 c&a,
65 yf and 9 e. Keith and Melissa
Boulden, Jon and Ruth Nutall.
2 Bathurst parish, NSW; with about 195
c&a, 35 yf and 16 e. Timothy and
Leonie Abbey.
3 The new Middle East Reformed
Fellowship relief and training base at
Lokichoggio, East Africa, and New
Zealanders Don and Dawn Murray
and all others working there.
4 Presbytery of Hastings on the NSW
north coast; 7 parishes and 2 home
mission stations totalling 18 congregations with 1220 c&a; 4 retired ministers; John Rooimans clerk.
5 Maroochydore parish north of
Brisbane; with about 210 c&a, 40 yf
and 11 e. Keith and Nell Mayers, Peter
and Diane Barber.
6 Cowra parish mid-western NSW
including Gooloogong and
Morangala; with about 200 c&a, 40 yf
and 13 e. David Stone, recently
inducted and Nell, Tim Ravenhall.
7 Daylesford Castlemaine home mission station Victoria including Mt
Prospect; with about 60 c&a, 10 yf
and 6 e. John and Rosalie Gething.
8 Thank God for the 17 years’ service in
Spain of Graham and Sue Single
APWM / WEC workers from Epping,
NSW, and pray for them as they take
up ministry in New Zealand.
9 The vacant Broadford Kilmore home
mission station north of Melbourne;
with about 20 c&a, 40 yf and 4 e. The
moderator, preachers and filling of the
vacancy.
10 Alan and Faye Canavan APWM /
WBT workers from Warburton, Vic.
serving in PNG since 1986; pray for
the final stages of the production of

the Bwanabwana New Testament.
11 David and Doreen Hart in the PIM
David Shearer Patrol, southern West
Australia and the establishment of a
second patrol in the north.
12 Egyptian born Fayek and Samira
Iskander, Sydney-based APWM workers involved in educating Australian
Christians about Islam.
13 South Yarra parish, Melbourne; with
about 65 c&a, 10 yf and 3 e. Stuart
and Sharon Bonnington; and also
Michael Moyniham, a member of the
congregation, teaching in a Christian
school in Surinam, South America.
14 Peter and Ruth O’Loghlin APWM /
International Teams workers from
Creek Road church, Brisbane serving in
Austria among refugees for the past two
years and seeking to serve another term.
15 Leadership in the aboriginal church of
all denominations to proclaim and
apply the Gospel of Christ against all
competing tendencies.
16 Forestville parish, norhern Sydney;
with about 55 c&a, 20 yf and 6 e.
Philip and Lydia Chang.
17 Presbytery of Torrens, Adelaide and
northern S.A; 3 parishes and 5 home
mission stations totalling 10 congregations with 430 c&a; 1 retired minister, 1
under jurisdiction; Mary McGregor
clerk.
18 Praise God for the service since 1985
of Ron Pilkington (Assembly
Moderator Elect – for a second time)
as Chairman of the Qld Board of
Finance and Treasurer; pray for
George Harris and Keith Brooker as
they respectively assume these roles.
19 Rowan Butler APWM / Interserve
worker from Parramatta City church,
NSW serving in Nepal as an electrical
engineer.
20 A vision among all leaders and members for God’s purpose for each congregation during 2004 and beyond, as
annual reports are reviewed and future
directions considered.
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Books
Rumours of Another
World
Philip Yancey
Michigan: Zondervan, 2003
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

O
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S

Some of Yancey’s historical rumours are
just not true.
Yet this is a book to be recommended.
Yancey’s great strengths are his capacity
to write clearly and movingly, and to come
up with most appropriate illustrations and
quotations.

preach Jesus Christ”), it is no doubt given
as one of the finest available examples of
what it is to preach Christ.

Peter Barnes is AP books editor.

From Fear to Faith:
Rejoicing in the Lord in
troubled times

Iexplore
n this book, Philip Yancey tries to
the borders between belief and

Preaching Christ

unbelief. It is not certain that the result
quite fits the intention, although for all
that, the result is nevertheless quite pleasing and helpful. Yancey roams over a wide
field, and deals with topics as varied as
Francis Crick’s view of humanity, the
breeding habits of Leatherback turtles, the
life and death of John Merrick (Elephant
Man), and the life cycle of a salmon.
Yancey’s true calling is that of a journalist rather than a theologian or a
preacher who exegetes Scripture. At the
end of the work, he says that he is finding
it more, rather than less, difficult as he
writes more. That may be true, but the
results are getting better. His insights are
becoming more faithful to biblical reality,
and he is losing much of his earlier tendency to indulge in a kind of self-conscious exhibitionism.
Yancey has two main weaknesses. First,
he admires spirituality rather than doctrinal clarity. In this, he suffers from a common and modern evangelical malady,
although Yancey cannot be dismissed as
one who is simply a prisoner of his age.
Second, he can be misleading on historical
matters. For example, he trots out the old
claim that Victorians covered the legs of
furniture lest they arouse impure
thoughts. One receives the impression
that this was a widespread Victorian practice – which it most certainly was not.

Charles P. McIlvaine
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2003.
Reviewed by Bob Thomas

Songs of
Deliverance
The new CD by gifted Australian
singer-songwriter Jason Coghill
formerly of Sons of Korah
Featuring new settings of 10 psalms
including Ps 8, 34, 51 and 102
$29:95 including postage,
jcoggers@hotmail.com, 0421 163 624,
7 Davey St, East Geelong 3219
Jason is available for ministry in churches
singing and sharing from the psalms.

Bob Thomas is minister of St Kilda
Presbyterian Church, Vic.

The Heart of Gospel Ministry

TPaulhehadtitleonesaysover-arching
it all, really. The Apostle
concern about
the practice of the early church: “As long
as Christ is preached!” (Phil. 1.18). So
should we, and it comes as a pleasant surprise in the present-day climate that a
Bishop of the Episcopal (Anglican)
Church of America (albeit one from 140
years ago) should write such a faithful
work on the true nature of preaching.
Originally delivered as a lecture to men
about to be ordained to the ministry, this
brief work warns of the pitfalls, defines
the scope and outlines the qualifications
needed for “preaching Christ”.
As a bonus, the first sermon preached
by the young Charles Haddon Spurgeon
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London,
on 25 March 1861 is reprinted. Based on
Acts 5.42 (“Daily in the Temple and in
every house, they ceased not to teach and

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 2003
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

TPresbyterian
hanks to the efforts of an elder of the
Church, IVP has brought
out a new edition of this small booklet on
Habakkuk,which contains six sermons by
Dr Lloyd-Jones. The word prophetic, in
the best senses, comes to mind as one
reads afresh these simple but powerful
messages from God’s word.
Originally delivered more than 50
years ago after the Second World War and
the massive changes seen in the Christian
Church since the rise of theological liberalism, they are actually more relevant
today than in the 1950s.
From Fear to Faith contains the kind of
sermons that we would all like to preach,
and certainly the kind that we all need to
hear. It could be used for private devotional reading as well as for church study
groups. No wonder it is selling so well!
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Hills
Family
Funerals
Offering Christian Care & Concern
• Christian Funeral Directors
• David is an Ordained Minister
of the Presbyterian Church
• Australian family owned and operated
• Kindness and understanding
• Bereavement counselling
• Serving all Sydney suburbs
• 24 hour service
• Pre-Paid and Pre-Arranged Services

David & Josie Brand

(02) 9838 7711

Email: info@hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au Web: www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au
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Shelf life
A single Christian can enjoy blessings not granted to the married.

S

everal years ago, some researchers
with far too much time on their
hands “discovered” that if you’re a
single woman over 35, you might as
well convert your hope chest into a coffin
because you’re out of luck in your husband quest. According to their study, the
good ones are all taken, and even the bad
ones are gone. Well, who asked for this
“helpful” hint, anyway? (And who paid
for that study?)
I’ll admit you don’t see many older
brides in the wedding section of the
Sunday paper. However, I’d guess the
ones you do see, those who aren’t marrying for the third or fourth time, are more
confident in the prospect of a lasting marriage than younger brides. They’re more
likely to have made the decision to marry
after understanding what they’re really
looking for in marriage.
I’d like to ask, however, where they
found these grooms. At my age, single
men are few and far between. They’re
either multimarried and divorced, still
tied to mummy’s apron strings, or older
than my dad. And please don’t tell me
church is the best place to meet available
guys. I attend a church with a membership of 500, and believe me, I can’t list
even a handful of single men between 40
and 65.

I

love the magazine articles that list
places to meet single men: the pet
superstore, the library, the produce
department of your grocery store. Uh
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huh, the produce department. Just roam
around and see which guy needs help buying a melon and swoop in for the kill. If he
knows the difference between a rutabaga
and a persimmon, move on.
We don’t need researchers with government grants telling us we’ll never
marry. I happen to know the Master of all
research and development can change my
marital status at
any time. (But I’ll
I happen to keep my eyes
open the next
know that the time I’m buying
Master of all turnips!)
research and
Coming to
development grips with singlecan change ness has been an
my marital i n t e r e s t i n g
I’ve
status at process.
learned to be
any time.
content,
even
though this isn’t
where I’d have
chosen to be at this stage of my life. We
don’t always choose the best thing when
we’re given an option anyway. God’s
blessed me with many special people with
whom to share my life; I have to wonder
if I’d have developed these friendships if I
were married and had children.
My biological family has given me
much for which to be thankful. My parents and I share our home, which some
people find odd, but it works for us. Sure,
there are times I’d love more private
space. But I have someone around when I
come home from a hectic day at work and
need to vent.
My brother and I’ve developed a
friendship I truly treasure. Through our
conversations, I gain the male perspective
on a number of things. My nephews and
niece have given me the opportunity to
exercise my mothering skills by cooking
for them, nursing their wounds, and listening to their concerns. And if they
argue with me, I can send them home (an
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option a mum doesn’t have).
God’s blessed me with some incredible
friendships. My married female friends
and I span our differences with our common faith in Jesus.
My male friends care about me and
allow me to care about them without feeling “endangered”. It’s not easy to have
male friends when you’re a single woman,
because it’s the nature of single guys to be
concerned when the female of the species
tries to make their acquaintance! But,
thankfully, some are secure enough to
understand we single women don’t necessarily come with a wedding dress in tow.
These guys are great friends to have when
I need a strong arm to help with a project,
and they’ve helped me see what I do and
don’t want in a husband.

F

inally, there are my single “sisters”,
those women who truly understand
from whence I come. Many married
women, usually including our mum, tell
us how fortunate we are to be able to serve
God without having to divide our time
between carpooling, scouts, and ironing a
shirt at 6am. They mean well, and they’re
correct, but please, I’d be willing to sacrifice some sleep to iron the shirt of Mr
Right any day. Thankfully, my single sisters know and understand this already.
Together we can let our hair down and
share the unique challenges and blessings
of this life stage.
“Fortysomething and Single” isn’t
exactly the title I’d have chosen for this
stage of my life. I’d have gone with “former Miss America”, or maybe “Her
Royal Highness”. I still pray God will
allow me to add “Mrs” to my name. But
whether or not that happens, I know the
most important title I could ever gain is
already mine: “Child of God”. Nothing
can take that one away, nothing can
diminish it, and not even “Mrs” can overshadow it. I’m loved with a perfect love
by the perfect man, and I can’t ask for
more than that.
Dee Gray, an office manager for a medical
practice, lives in Indiana, USA. This article
is reprinted from Today’s Christian Woman
ap
magazine with permission.

