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editorial

M

oney always seems to be a problem for Christians.
We never seem to have enough. I have never been in
a church where we thought that we had an oversupply. This may actually disguise an underlying
spiritual problem that has crept on us unawares: selfishness.
The possibility exists that we are largely oblivious to the
tentacles of materialism which have wound themselves
secretly around our hearts. Could this be the major challenge
for the Church – that our attitudes are more shaped by
unspoken economic assumptions than they are by the radical
demands of Jesus? Is it not true that a person will support
anything he really believes in, regardless of the cost? If we
believe that a university degree or an overseas holiday is allimportant, we can usually find the money for it. So why do
we have difficulty supporting the church and its mission?
Could it be that the majority of church members do not really
believe in it?
A lack of finance in the church – barring droughts, disasters and transfer of members – is not simply a management
problem. It’s primarily a spiritual one. Any attempt to solve it
without dealing with the underlying heart causes is nothing
more than a short-term fix. If we were to concentrate on the
area of the heart, which is to be supremely devoted to God
and to our fellowmen, and to think of ourselves as trustees of
God’s wealth rather than as owners of it, most of our difficulties would evaporate overnight.
One man, who was supremely devoted to God and his fellowmen, was Colonel John Hay Goodlet. He was Sydney’s
most famous philanthropist in the nineteenth century. An
elder of Ashfield from 1876 to 1914, he was one man who had
a heart for God.
Apart from his own business he was twice chairman of
AMP and a commissioner for Sydney City Railway. His major
interest was the Presbyterian Church. He was a guarantor and
councillor of PLC Sydney, underwrote the Sunday school program of the denomination, endowed theological education,
subsidised the running costs of the Assembly, established a
mission hospital in India, and paid for more than 50 per cent of
the cost of Ashfield Presbyterian Church and its buildings.
He remains an abiding witness to faithful stewardship.
Peter Hastie ap

THE AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN (ABN 81 498 399 755): The national magazine of the Presbyterian Church of Australia. Editorial committee: Peter Hastie (NSW) Themes Editor;
Barney Zwartz (Victoria) Production; Stuart Bonnington (Victoria) News Editor; Tracy Gordon (NSW), World News Editor. Graphic Design: Sandra Joynt for A&J Moody Design,
www.ajmd.com.au. Advertising and subscription inquiries: Walter Bruining, PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137; Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Subscription: $35.20 a year inc. GST; bulk (etc)
$31.90 each inc. GST. Office: PO Box 375, Kilsyth 3137. Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Fax: (03) 9723 9685. Email: austpres@bigpond.net.au Printed: PostScript Printing, Eltham Vic.
(03) 9431 3414. Published: Monthly except January by the National Journal Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Australia; Convener Peter Hastie. Opinions expressed are those
of the contributor and not necessarily those of the PCA, the editor or the committee. Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement. Contributions: Submitted articles are
www.ap.presbyterian.org.au
welcome. The deadline is the first of the previous month. Donations are always welcome. Print Post approved 34918100384.

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 3

M

O

N

E

Y

God or greed?
Money’s not the problem, it’s heart disease. How’s your health?

D

r Phillip Paul is a minister of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia
who serves as senior chaplain at
Presbyterian Aged Care, NSW.
He has a backgound in economics, and
worked in economic research for the
Commonwealth
Government
in
Canberra for eight years. He published a
number of economic research papers during his career in the public service.
Dr Paul completed his theological
training at Westminster Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia, where he obtained
a doctorate of ministry for a dissertation
on Money Worship: A Window Into The
Idols Of The Heart. He is also a graduate
of the Presbyterian Theological Centre,
Sydney, where he lectures part-time in
biblical counselling.

What is the proper Christian view of
money? Is it just a medium of
exchange or does it fulfil other deeper
purposes in our lives?
A good starting-point in thinking
about money begins with the parable of
the talents in Matthew 21:33. This is one

Phillip Paul
talks to

Peter Hastie
of five parables about the coming judgment. Each of these parables emphasises
the importance of being faithful or alert
while we wait for the Lord’s coming.
One important aspect of the parable of
the talents is that we must be responsible
in our use of God’s gifts, whether those
gifts are time, money, personal abilities or
spiritual opportunities to do good. The
important thing to remember about the
parable is not the amount of money that
was entrusted to each of the servants but
rather what they did with it. The question
we must ask is: are we using it in a way
that God approves? Every one of our
financial decisions is ultimately a spiritual
decision.
I remember reading an article on
Christian stewardship by Ron Blue who
said our chequebooks are a good guide to
our spiritual priorities. So the question is:
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do our chequebooks reveal that we are
using our money to satisfy our own
desires, or do our spending patterns show
that we have God’s interests at heart?
That’s the challenge for us.
Interestingly, the way Australians look
at money has changed somewhat over the
course of the past century. Australians
who lived through the difficult times of
the Depression and the Second World War
found themselves more inclined to cling
on to money and material assets because
many of them lost so much. However,
since World War II, the baby boomers
have been far more focused on instant
gratification. Money is enormously
important to both groups; it still rules
them. It’s just that each generation allows
it to rule them in different ways. The
thing to remember is that a person can
save money or spend it entirely independently of God.

Some Christians think that money is
an evil. Is it?
I don’t think money as such is an evil.
It’s more a medium of exchange which

can be used for good or evil. For instance,
it can be a great blessing when it’s used for
work such as building hospitals, schools,
providing for those in need in our society,
as well as particular kinds of ministry and
evangelism. It all depends on how we use
it. The real issue is what motivates our use
of money. Are we ruled by God or greed?

Why did Jesus tell the rich young
ruler to give it all away if it was a gift
and could do good?
Well, the problem for the rich young
ruler was that the passion that ruled his
life was his love of money. The fact that he
had wealth was not a sin. His sin arose
when his love for money became greater
than his love for God. Apparently this was
what happened in his case. Money was the
controlling factor in all his decisions. He
lived to make it and enjoy it. Yes, he was
outwardly righteous, but he was inwardly
covetous. That’s why Jesus said to him:
“You really need to make a choice – either
you follow me or you follow money.”
Unfortunately, the young man believed
that wealth would bring him more pleasure and joy than Jesus. That’s why he
turned away from Jesus when Christ
asked him to make a decision. Whatever
he was doing with his money at that point
was more important than following the
Lord.

Financial counsellors sometimes give
the impression that substantial
investments will secure our happiness. Is it true that wealth is conducive to happiness?
No, it’s not. Of course, it’s not wrong
to have it. Scripture makes it clear that we
have a responsibility to set aside money to
provide for our families. So I think there’s
certainly a case for Christians to be saving
for the time when they can no longer
work. Investment seems a wise and prudent course. But the question is: do large
investments guarantee happiness? I think
the answer to that question is no.
A number of studies have explored this
question. They show quite clearly that
there’s no positive correlation between
the amount of money we have and our
happiness. In fact, one researcher, Peter
Edidin, says in Psychology Today (1989)
that money tends to make those who earn
it or inherit it feel isolated. He found that
one of the results of wealth is that people
tend to feel separate from others. Often
they are tempted to withdraw from society or feel they ought to hide their wealth
rather than try to cope with some of the
social prejudice against it. He also discov-

ered that people who accumulate wealth
often experience chronic anxiety or
depression. They also report feelings of
emptiness and loneliness. Not surprisingly, wealth has its own set of problems.

(money) with serving God. So essentially
it’s a choice. Either we choose to allow
our lives to be conditioned by our material desires and serve the demands of mammon or we can choose to serve the Lord.

Why does the New Testament give so
much attention to money? For
instance, more is said about money in
the New Testament than heaven and
hell combined and about five times
more is said about money than
prayer. Why?

The Bible tells us that husbands are
meant to love their wives and parents
are meant to love their children – is
there anything wrong with loving
money?

Probably the most obvious reason is
that money’s influence on us is very subtle. It sneaks up
on us unawares.
We need to be
There’s no
very conscious
positive correlaof the power
that it can have
tion between
over us. The sin
the amount
of greed is not
of money we
nearly as obvihave and our
ous as other sins
happiness.
like drunkenness. For a start,
we often don’t
think there’s a problem if we are greedy
whereas if we have a problem with alcohol, we are much more aware that it’s a
problem and needs to be fixed.
It really is an area of spiritual blindness
for us. When it comes to money, we are
often blind to what’s going on in our
hearts. We have our eyes on a goal – the
good things of life – and we are not really
looking at our motivations. Certainly, if
you look at Scriptures such as 1 Timothy
6:6-10 and James 4:3, those passages suggest that preoccupation with money and
possessions is the motivational root for
every kind of evil. That’s why we need to
be constantly challenged about our true
priorities. I suspect that’s why the Lord
gives so much attention to money – to try
to bring home to us how powerful its
influence can be and how important it is
that we don’t turn our back on Him.

When Jesus talks about wealth and
money He uses an interesting term,
mammon, in Matthew 6:24. I’m sure
many people are intrigued by it. Why
does he call it mammon?
Well, the word mammon comes from
Aramaic. The word simply means
“wealth” or “profit”. But I think you need
to go beyond the word itself to look at the
context in which Jesus uses it. If you look
at Matthew 6:24 or Luke 16:13 in particular, the Lord says we can’t serve two masters. And here he contrasts mammon

One of the things about loving money
is that it gets us back to the issue of the
motivations that rule our hearts. The
question each one of us must face is: have
we committed ourselves completely to
the Lord, or are we ruled by our desires to
follow the world in its worship of money?
If our ruling passion is to love money and
amass wealth, then it seems to me that we
are putting money first rather than God.
And this, in fact, is the complete reverse
of the priorities that God wants. God
always demands to be first. He, and He
alone, must rule our hearts. This is the gist
of the first and second commandments:
“You shall have no other gods before Me.
You shall not make for yourself an idol…”
(Ex. 20:3,4). God must always be first –
that’s a non-negotiable. But once we have
that straight, we are then commanded to
love our wives and children.
However – and this is interesting –
although God commands us to love our
wives and children, He doesn’t command
us to love money.

What are the dangers Christians face
if they develop a love-affair with
money?
There are some rather dire warnings in
Scripture for those who allow money to
drive all their dreams, ambitions and sense
of security. In 1 Corinthians 6 Paul warns
us that those who are idolaters and greedy
will not inherit the kingdom of God
(vv9,10). He tells the Ephesians that any
kind of greed is improper for God’s holy
people (5:3). He also reminds Timothy
that an eagerness for money has led some
to wander from the Christian faith and
brought them enormous grief (1 Tim.
6:10). In the same letter Paul says that a
man is barred from holding office as an
elder if he has a love of money (3:3).
If you look at the Scriptures for specific instances of the tragic consequences
of loving money, they are not hard to find.
Achan was consumed with greed when he
hid the gold bars and silver inside his tent
(Joshua 7:21). The writer specifically says
that he coveted them. In doing so he
brought judgment on the whole believing
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community. The Lord took his life and
that of his family. You see the same thing
in the New Testament with Ananias and
Sapphira. They offered to give the early
church the proceeds of a piece of property
they sold, but they withheld a portion of
it not telling anyone what they had done.
They also lost their lives as a warning to
the church (Acts 5:10,11). The message to
me is clear: Christians who are serious
about their salvation can’t afford to trifle
with the love of money.

Is there something intrinsically
wrong with the love of money?
Yes, there is. When we love money, it
becomes an idol for us. We serve it; we
make all sorts of sacrifices to acquire it.
Again, money itself may not be an idol in
our lives but it may become the means by
which we can pursue other idols. Let me
explain what I mean. Some of us may
want security more than anything else. We
idolise it. Our family may have lived
through the time of the Depression and
knows what it’s like to be poor and unemployed. Money can be a means to getting
us the security for which we crave. Think,
for instance, of the rich fool. He wanted
to store up his grain as a form of security
(Lk 12:13-21).
The writer of Ecclesiastes said he accumulated all the wealth he could in his pursuit of pleasure, but sadly he got no pleasure from it. Other people use money to
acquire status because it becomes allimportant to them. For example, King
Xerxes, in the book of Esther, showed off
all his property and possessions because
he wanted to be thought of as immensely
powerful and important. Again, some use
money to attain power or idolatrous political ends. Haman in Esther is a case in
point (3:10). Others use money to buy
love and friendship because that becomes
their all-consuming desire (Song of
Solomon 8:7).
If you look at Scripture, you’ll see how
money is meant to be used. The writer of
Proverbs says “let me neither be rich nor
poor, but only give me enough food as I
need. If I have more I might say that I do
not need You. But if I am poor I might
steal and bring disgrace on my God”
(Prov. 38:9). Wealth can be dangerous, and
likewise poverty. So he asks for neither.
The secret is to have sufficient for our
needs so that we can focus on the Lord
and his priorities.

What is it that leads the rich fool and
Ananias and Sapphira to hold on to
their money ?
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When we hold on to money and refuse
to let it go it’s a good indication that we
might have other ambitions apart from
serving God. I’ve already mentioned some
of the goals that people have that become
more important to them than pleasing
God – security, pleasure, status, lust for
power, friendship and love. Scripture talks
about how each of these aims can become
more important to us than God. Certainly
in our day we think a lot about security
and protection. We tend to think about
putting money aside for retirement or to
invest in property or shares because we
believe that money will provide us with
security. But it doesn’t – as those who

As Christians
we don’t have
absolute
ownership of
anything.
Everything we
own we hold
on trust to be
used as God
directs.
bought heavily into AMP stock or put all
their savings with Estate Mortgage discovered, to their great regret. It’s foolish
to trust in money or property because we
just don’t know what tomorrow is going
to bring.

What does it mean to be rich?
I think of a person being rich when
they own a large amount of money and
resources relative to others. I was interested in an article in the Sydney Morning
Herald recently that said that more than
60 per cent of Australia’s wealth is owned
by 20 per cent of the population. So it
would seem that at least 20 per cent of
Australians would be seen as rich in comparison with their fellow citizens.
However, if we compared Australians
with the rest of the world, then I think
most of us would be classified as rich.

So does rich simply mean that we
have more than subsistence?
I suppose there are all different ways of
measuring what it means to be rich. It’s a
bit hard to put your finger on an actual
definition. I tend to see it more in relative
terms. But certainly in Australia we are
rich compared to a lot of the world.

Is it OK for Christians to be rich?
I don’t think it’s necessarily wrong in
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God’s sight. If a Christian is rich, he or
she may have come across an inheritance
or he may be running a very successful
business. Again, some Christians are paid
very high salaries. In each of these cases
the question is where does this person
stand in terms of his use of riches? How is
he or she using them in terms of being a
steward?
This is where Scripture has some real
warnings for us. Jesus said: “It’s easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God.” So it’s really important that we
look carefully into our hearts, especially if
we are rich. For instance, the Scripture
commands rich people to be generous
towards others and to share. So if I am a
rich person, I need to ask myself, where is
my heart? Am I generous and willing to
share what I have with others? If this is so,
then I am using what God has given me to
be faithful as His steward.
However, the big danger is that we find
it easy to forget the Lord and to have a
proud heart. God warned the Israelites in
Deuteronomy 8 of this tendency. We all
face it when we become rich. When we
grow wealthy, it’s easy to forget the Lord
… and that’s a real danger, I think.

You have used the word ‘steward’ a
couple of times. It seems to imply
that we don’t own what we have. Is
that the basic idea?
Yes. That’s definitely right. As
Christians we don’t have absolute ownership of anything. Everything we own we
hold on trust to be used as God directs.
Our wealth is a gift. What money we possess is a loan from the Lord. We are given
a certain amount of resources, and our
responsibility is to be faithful in using
them – whether the resources are few or
many. We must use them wisely since God
holds us accountable for how we put them
to use.

Most advertising from the modern
financial services sector appeals to
our desire for security and pleasure. Is
there anything wrong with that?
When our society gets to the point of
trusting in money or wealth, I think we’re
in great spiritual danger. The financial services sector is largely self-interested and is
unconcerned about spiritual needs. In
fact, they have almost no idea of the spiritual dimension to money. They cannot
see how money can become a false
Saviour. It might provide temporal comfort, but it cannot meet our deepest needs,
which are reconciliation with God and

with one another. The writer of
Ecclesiastes pursued all types of material
things but he found that using money to
pursue pleasure or security was ultimately
futile or meaningless.

What are some of the basic economic
assumptions that Christians can have
that turn us, albeit unknowingly, into
idolators?
Many Christians have a mindset that
almost forces them into idolatry. For
instance, if a Christian uncritically
assumes that he is an owner rather than a
steward of his wealth and that the desired
aim in life should be to accumulate money
and property in order to maximise his
wealth, then he may not see greed as a
spiritual or moral problem. This view goes
back to Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations.
Smith’s assumption was that the pursuit
of individual economic interest was
assumed to benefit society as a whole. If
we go along with that assumption and
think solely in economic terms, we begin
to think that it’s perfectly legitimate for
individual consumers to maximise their
income and their level of pleasure.
However, Adam Smith’s views are by
no means Christian. They really conflict
with where the Lord would have our priorities. As far as God is concerned, our
aim is not to maximise our wealth. Rather,
His aim is to have us use the wealth we
have been given for His glory and to use it
wisely.

So is it wrong to be concerned about
security and pleasure?
No, there’s nothing wrong with providing for our needs and those of our families. Nor is there anything wrong with
enjoying God’s good gifts, as long as we
receive them in a spirit of thankfulness
and don’t become preoccupied with them
(1 Tim. 4:4,5; 6:10). So I think there is a
sense in which it’s right to provide for
retirement; but there is a fine line. We can
finish up, not just providing for what we
need, but spending our whole life channelling all our energies into satisfying
those goals. I think that’s where the danger is.

To what extent can overwork and
careerism be regarded as idolatry?
I think that chronic overwork, or
workaholism, can be a form of idolatry if
we find all our significance and meaning in
our job. Some people who are workaholics are prepared to make tremendous
sacrifices in worshipping their idol – even
to the point of offering up their families

on the altar of their careers. Sometimes we
can overwork due to stress, or too heavy
demands or mismanagement of time or
resources. Again, some of us find that we
have to work excessively hard and make
short-term sacrifices to invest in a career.
But I think if our work or career is the
number one priority in our lives, and our
relationship with the Lord or with our
families ends up on the backburner, then
we need to really look at our motivation.
Is my career or overwork simply in order
to make more money? Is it to achieve
power, success or glory? If it is, then I
have serious spiritual problems.

Some Christian writers, particularly
in the charismatic movement, say
that striving for wealth is a sign of
being spiritually prosperous. What
are your views on that?
There are cases in Scripture where God
blessed some of His servants with wealth
–
Abraham,
David and Job
come to mind.
Striving for
But when you
wealth is not
look at those
a sign of spiripeople,
their
tual prosperity.
hearts
were
focused on being
It’s a sign of
right with God.
spiritual
In fact their
suicide.
wealth
was
almost a byproduct of following the Lord. They did not seek
wealth; in one sense, it came looking for
them.
I think that where many writers in the
charismatic movement have a blind spot is
that our Lord expressly tells us not to
strive for wealth. Jesus says in Matthew
6:19 “don’t store up for yourselves treasure on earth, store up for yourselves treasures in heaven”. And he goes on to say
“where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also”. So I think it’s very clear from
those passages that striving for wealth is
not a sign of spiritual prosperity. It’s a sign
of spiritual suicide. So, in my judgment, to
encourage Christians to seek wealth and
to regard it as an index of one’s spiritual
prosperity is very dangerous.

Are there many wealthy people in the
Bible who are warnings to us?
Yes, there are some. As mentioned
earlier, Ananias and Sapphira come to
mind. Then again someone like King
Hezekiah stands as a warning. He made a
point of showing all his wealth to a
Babylonian envoy, possibly to bolster

Judah’s security by impressing the
Babylonians with the wealth and power
of his kingdom (2 Kings 20:12-18). The
prophet Isaiah then warned that everything the king owned would be carried
off to Babylon. King Nebuchadnezzar
was another example of a pagan king who
gloried in his prosperity and power but
who was subsequently humbled by God
(Dan. 4:28-33)
The problem with focusing on wealth
and making it an important measurement
of our success is that God doesn’t look at
it this way. We don’t take any of it with us
when we die. That should be a warning to
us. In the New Testament we have the rich
young ruler – another example of someone who made a choice to put his wealth
above following the Lord. I think the
Lord looked at him very sadly because he
made that decision.

What are some of the signs that
Christians may be in bondage to
materialism?
I expect that if Christians are serving
mammon then some of the negative spiritual fruit from that decision will begin to
appear – things like dishonesty, for example. The Bible warns against being dishonest. I would also expect to see other characteristics such as a lack of generosity,
envy, possessiveness, and being constantly
worried about money. Another sign of
bondage might be a sense of pride in our
possessions – an imported car, for
instance, or a very expensive home. Some
people are proud about their financial
achievements and like to tell everyone
about how clever they are. Others just
talk about investments all the time.
A further sign of potential bondage to
materialism might be constant resort to
credit because our spending patterns are so
high. Some people manifest their bondage
by constantly complaining about their
income level. I guess all these characteristics are like red lights on our spiritual dashboard to warn us that something is wrong.

Are Christian counsellors generally
helpful in what they offer in how to
overcome materialistic attitudes?
There are a number of financial counsellors like the late Larry Burkett, for
example, who in their own way do a very
fine job, but who tend to assume that the
manifestations of financial bondage are
usually caused by money mismanagement
– so what is needed is education in the
principles of stewardship. I’m sure that in
many cases that can be quite helpful.
However, I’m not convinced that
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writers like him deal with the deeper
heart issues which are responsible for
problems like indebtedness or not being
a faithful steward. In fact I’m surprised
at how much of the Christian literature
is focused on money management
issues. There is virtually nothing out
there which addresses the underlying
motivational issues in our handling of
money, which was the central focus of
our Lord’s teaching. Most of the modern emphasis is misplaced. If you study
Jesus’ teaching on money you will discover that He was looking at the motivational issues not the management
ones. Unfortunately, it is in the motivational area that there is a real dearth of
Christian writing today.
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Are there useful methods for working out how influenced we are by
materialism?
It is helpful to ask ourselves diagnostic
questions – what am I living for? What do
I really want or wish for? What would
make me happy? What would make me
feel rich? And I think that if we are honest about the answers we give to questions
like that, it gives us some indication of
how we are influenced by materialism.
That’s one way to go about it.
Another way is to use some type of
objective measuring device. Some secular
writers have developed money attitude
scales to measure traits like anxiety, distrust, obsessiveness, envy, selfishness,
power and prestige. However, they usu-

ally don’t put these scales into a biblical
framework. As part of my doctoral work
I developed a counselling tool which
scored people on various behavioural
characteristics and ruling motivations
associated with the attitudes to money.
And I actually found that using objective
data was a very
effective way to
counsel people in
In Jesus’
this sensitive area
teaching on
of attitudes to
money, he
money.
looked at the
I was influmotivational
enced quite a bit
by a marriage
issues, not the
counselling tool
management
which asks peoones.
ple to answer
questions
on
many different
aspects of their relationship. The results
are then collated and are then used to
pinpoint areas in the relationship where
growth is needed. In the same way, you
can obtain data on a person’s attitudes to
money and problem behaviours and
then feed the responses back to the person. When you feed back the responses,
they are a lot more ready to accept the
findings. This then gives a counsellor a
basis for exploring with them their
underlying motivations. Certainly I
think a lot more work needs to be done
in this area.

Can we ever break free from the grip
of materialism?
I know that we will in heaven, but I
think that while we are on earth it will be
an ongoing struggle. And I think that we
constantly have to keep in mind the
source of our true joy, hope and assurance,
which is Christ. Further, we must keep
our heavenly view and destination continually in mind. We must ask ourselves all
the time “Where am I headed? Am I
going to heaven? How should my destiny
order my priorities?” We need to keep a
constant watch on our spiritual dashboards.
Also, we should encourage our pastors
regularly to preach on the subject of
money and wealth even though it might
hurt. And it might be a good idea to set up
accountability relationships with other
Christians when we know that we are susceptible to certain temptations. So if we
are having a real temptation with overspending or gambling, there can be a lot of
merit in setting up accountability relationships where we can come together and
talk about how we dealt with the temptaap
tions over the past week.
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A benevolent Presbyterian
Freely he received, and freely he gave – an inspiring model.

C

olonel John Hay Goodlet,
Presbyterian elder, was “Sydney’s
greatest Christian Philanthropist”,
or so it was said at his death in
1914. Almost all of the obituaries of the
time made reference to his great financial
generosity and to the causes which
enjoyed his favour.
The giving of money to various philanthropic causes was not that unusual in
19th century Sydney. In a time before significant state-supported welfare, it was
regarded as the duty of the wealthy to
support those who were in need.
Goodlet, however, did not just give his
money. The most outstanding feature of
his life was the fact he gave himself to
Christian work. “There are men who subscribe money,” said the Australian
Presbyterian of the day, “but Colonel
Goodlet gave his best subscription when
he gave himself.”
Goodlet was unstinting both with his
wealth and with his time. While he often
gave large amounts of money to support
various charities over long periods of
time, he did not just simply give money.
He was almost invariably involved in the
administration of the philanthropic works
of the various charities. So who was this
largely forgotten philanthropist and what
was the source of his great wealth?

J

ohn Hay Goodlet was born in Leith,
Scotland, in 1835 and came to Australia
on his own as a 17-year-old in 1852. He
settled in Melbourne, a city that was
enjoying great prosperity as a result of the
gold rushes. Although he had no experience in the timber industry, he quickly
gained employment with the newly
formed Smith Brothers timber merchants.
It was at this time that he began to
form those habits of life that would mark
him out as a generous man. Each pay day
he set aside part of his clerk’s wage for
donation to religious and philanthropic
work.
In 1855, due to the decline in the fortunes of Melbourne, Goodlet came to
Sydney and set up business as J.H.
Goodlet and Co, timber merchants. By
1860 he had formed a partnership with
James Smith, a fellow Christian and Scot

Paul
Cooper
who was a brother to his former employers. Goodlet and Smith was formed as a
company that was to trade under that
name for 100 years.
The business quickly prospered supplying building materials, timber, bricks,
glass, pipes and cement to developing
Sydney. Goodlet
and Smith did
not just import
He was a
raw materials
generous
but they became
employer
manufacturers,
and had a
setting up timreputation for
ber mills, pipe
honesty and
and
potteryfair dealing.
making facilities,
brick
works,
cement production, roofing-tile kilns as well as constructing and selling prefabricated houses,
church furniture and even stained glass
windows.
Smith was seriously injured in a rail
accident in 1868 and remained in poor

health, forcing an early retirement in
1881. By this time, Goodlet was the sole
proprietor and owner, although the company continued to be known as Goodlet
and Smith.
Goodlet was an innovative businessman, using the latest technology to make
his businesses more efficient and productive. He was a generous employer and had
a reputation for honesty and fair dealing.
In 1890, Goodlet and Smith became a
public company and during the financial
depression of the 1890s it suffered financially and paid no dividend to its shareholders from 1893 to 1897. Goodlet’s personal wealth was significantly reduced in
this period and he was forced to curtail his
generosity.

B

ravely, and as it turned out wisely,
Goodlet invested in new technology
during this difficult period so that, when
the depression passed, Goodlet and Smith
was in a sound position to capitalise on
the opportunities when prosperity
returned to NSW. By the turn of the century, Goodlet and Smith’s financial position, largely due to Goodlet’s wise leadership, had greatly improved. It is from the
wealth generated through his business
that Goodlet was able to give generously
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to both church and charitable causes.
John Hay Goodlet gave significant
amounts of his time to the activities of
the Sydney City Mission, being involved
as its treasurer from its foundation in
1862 until 1868. During that period the
mission was frequently in financial difficulties and Goodlet often dipped into his
own pocket to make the books balance.
From 1872 until 1892 he contributed £150
each year to pay the salary of a missioner.
From 1866 to 1883 Goodlet devoted
large amounts of time to the work of the
AMP. As a director of the AMP, Goodlet’s
motivation was a charitable one as the
purpose of the AMP, founded by concerned Christians, was to help people provide for the financial security of their families in the event of the death of the bread
winner.
In 1862, Goodlet became a board
member of the Sydney Female Refuge
Society and began a life-long active
involvement with this work of seeking to
care for, and rehabilitate, women involved
in prostitution. They sought to do this by
providing shelter and the opportunity,
through responding to the gospel and the
development of practical skills, to change
their lives.

F

rom 1879, he became involved with
deaf and blind children as a director of
the NSW Institute for the Deaf and
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Dumb and Blind. In 1895, be became vice
president, then president from 1910 until
his death in 1914.
Goodlet chose to be involved in each
of these institutions because he saw them
either as organisations working towards
Christian ends, as in the case of AMP; or
as motivated by the explicit desire to share
Christ and his compassion, as in the case

It was free to
all who came,
as Goodlet
personally
paid the total
running costs
of the
hospital.

of the Sydney City Mission, the Institute
for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind and the
Sydney Female Refuge Society.
The major benevolent activity of
Goodlet, however, was his hospital for
consumptives. In the last quarter of the
19th century, consumption or tuberculosis was a major health problem in the
colony of NSW. Many people were
advised to leave Britain and come to the
colonies in an attempt to improve their

health. As a consequence many found
themselves in NSW sick, unemployed and
friendless. Goodlet responded to this
problem by commencing a hospital in
Picton in 1877.
It was the only hospital for consumptive patients in the colony and was greatly
needed as such patients were not admitted
to general hospitals. What was unique
about Goodlet’s hospital was that it was
not for the middle and upper classes, as
were similar institutions in Europe, but it
was for the destitute poor. What is more,
it was free to all who came, as Goodlet
personally paid the total running costs of
the hospital.
In 1886, because of the demand for
more beds, Goodlet opened a purpose
built facility to house 40 patients on his
country estate at Thirlmere. He maintained this hospital as his private charity
until 1894 when, due to his financial difficulties, he made it a public charity.
When Goodlet’s work is recalled, it is
Goodlet the man who comes to mind.
There is another very significant figure in
the Goodlet benevolence, however, and it
is that of his first wife, Ann Alison
Goodlet. For it is to Mrs Goodlet that
much of the credit for the Goodlet philanthropy belongs.

J

Guest Preacher: Alan Desmond, Blackburn Baptist Church

ohn Hay Goodlet made the fortune,
sat on governing committees for various charitable bodies making administrative and policy decisions but it was largely
Ann Alison Goodlet who rolled up her
sleeves and carried out, in conjunction
with paid employees, the day to day running and care of the inmates of the
Consumptive Hospital, the Institute for
the Deaf and Dumb and Blind and the
Sydney Female Refuge. That Goodlet was
involved in the three significant charitable
works was largely at the instigation of
Ann, though he himself became deeply
committed to these causes.
How much money Goodlet’s benevolence cost him is very hard to say as he was
not at all forthcoming about his giving but
research so far has revealed that during his
lifetime Goodlet gave away the equivalent
of $8.5 million dollars. This is probably
only a small part of all that he actually gave
away in his lifetime. Freely he received
from God and freely he gave, for he
regarded himself as a steward and his possessions as a stewardship.

Friday, 28 November
Canterbury Presbyterian Church (Melway 46 C11)
146 Canterbury Road, Canterbury
8.00 pm

Rev. Paul Cooper lectures in practical theology at the Presbyterian Theological
Centre, Sydney, and is doing doctoral
research at Sydney University on the life of
ap
Goodlet.

College Graduation
We will be:
• hearing from exiting student families
• presenting prizes
• reviewing the year and looking ahead
• conferring an honourary doctorate
• sharing in music and song
• hearing God’s Word preached
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Poverty traps
The poor are always with us – so there’s plenty to do.

‘W

ealth increasing for evermore, and its beneficiaries,
rich in hire-purchase, stupefied with the telly and with
sex, comprehensively educated, told by
Professor Hoyle how the world began
and by Bertrand Russell where it will end;
venturing forth on the broad highways,
three lanes a side… blood spattering the
tarmac as an extra thrill; heaven lying
about them in the supermarket, the rainbow ending in the nearest bingo hall,
leisure burgeoning out in multitudinous
shining aerials rising like dreaming spires
into the sky… many mansions, mansions
of light and chromium, climbing ever
upwards. This kingdom, surely, can only
be for posterity an unending source of
wry derision – always assuming there is to
be any posterity. The backdrop, after all, is
the mushroom cloud; as the Gadarene
herd frisk and frolic, they draw ever nearer
to the cliff’s precipitous edge.”
So Malcolm Muggeridge satirises the
affluence of the West – its materialism,
selfishness and superficiality.
The age-old question still remains –
how should Christians approach the
harsh reality of poverty in the contemporary world?
The early church was generally poor
itself. It was marked by an indifference to
the things of this world. Over time it
developed a distrust of wealth and a glorification of poverty. The early church
fathers recognised the tension between
the affirmation of private property in the
Scriptures and the radical demands of
Christian love. They warned constantly
about the dangers of wealth and
instructed the rich to relieve the sufferings
of the poor through almsgiving. The
church fathers were universal in their condemnation of usury, in an effort to protect
the poor.

T

he early church recognised that the
care of widows and orphans, the crippled, the blind and the disturbed was an
essential part of the ministry of Jesus, and
so specific members of the church were
given the responsibility for maintaining
this important ministry. While the apostles gave themselves to prayer and the
ministry of the word, the deacons devoted

Tracy
Gordon
themselves to the ministry of the tables
(Acts 6). The ministry of the deacon in
the church is grounded in the ministry of
Jesus Himself.
During the first few centuries of the
Christian movement, the church became
renowned for its
care of the poor
through the givThe practice
ing of alms.
of almsgiving
Tertullian, in his
was extended
Apology written
by medieval
at the end of the
church councils
second century,
into a quasimakes it clear
that Christian
income tax.
fellowship
involved
not
only communion with God but also sharing with the poor. This led to the giving of
alms during the celebration of communion. Other notable figures during this
period were John Chrysostom (AD 347-

407), who is regarded by some as the most
famous alms preacher of all.
Gregory of Nazianzus extolled the
compassion of Basil, bishop of
Cappadocia, who gave great attention to
the poor in his diocese as a result of his
commitent to the Gospel. On the outskirts of his city he built a large complex
of dwellings for the poor, a hospital,
accommodation for clergy with an imaginative system of oversight. This was so
comprehensive at the time that it was
called the Newtown. Gregory said of him:
“Basil’s care was for the sick, and the relief
of their wounds, and the imitation of
Christ, by cleansing leprosy, not by a
word, but in deed.”
The ascetic movement found a home
in the thoughts of various people during
the time of the medieval church. They felt
that wealth beyond that which was necessary for survival was subversive to true
spirituality, and material poverty was necessary for spiritual perfection.
It is not until the middle ages that we
begin to see legislative attempts by the
church to alleviate the problem of poverty.
The practice of almsgiving was extended
by medieval church councils into a quasiincome tax. Members of the church were
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required to pay a tenth of their income to
the bishop, specifically to provide relief
for the poor.
The Reformation brought a radical
reshaping of the church’s ministry to the
poor. The city of Nuremburg, which took
a strong stand for Protestantism, published a new order for the care of the poor.
Those in genuine need were to be cared for
at public expense. Begging in the streets
was to be done away with. Homes for the
care of the elderly, the widowed and the
orphaned were established and maintained
by the deacons with the help of the city
treasury as well as the giving of alms.
Following the example of Nuremburg,
Strasbourg reorganised various institutions so that the city supported a comprehensive program for the care of the sick,
the blind and anyone else in need. In fact,
Gerard Roussel, the chaplain to the
Queen of Navarre, reported after his visit
to Strasbourg in 1526 that the care of the
poor was one of the most impressive
aspects of the Reformation.
The office of deacon also underwent
reformation beginning in Strasbourg.
Over the years the uniqueness of the diaconal ministry had been lost, becoming
just a stepping-stone on the way to “more
glorious” offices within the church hierarchy. The Reformers of Strasbourg did
much to recover the charitable orientation
of the diaconate.

C

alvin echoed this thinking, interpreting the office of deacon in light of
Acts 6. Calvin believed the diaconate performed a distinct ministry of the church –
and that distinct ministry was care of the
poor. This understanding of the office of
deacon became characteristic of the
Reformed doctrine of the ministry.
The church of Geneva is an inspiring
case study in the history of the church in
caring for the poor. One of the most
important ways that the poor were cared

In your
church

Colin Llewellyn, executive officer,
Presbyterian Social Services:
“The Presbyterian Church remains
absolutely committed to Christ's
diaconal care for the poor and disadvantaged.”
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for in Geneva was within a hospice or hospital. In Geneva the hospital, which was a
much more comprehensive institution
than it is today, was housed in a large
building in the centre of the city, surrounded with stables, barns, courtyards
and gardens.
Dozens of people were cared for in the
building, ranging from orphaned children
to elderly widows who were too feeble to
care for themselves. Extensive gardens
and large kitchens were cared for by servants, as they were both instrumental in
providing food for many needy families
who did not necessarily live at the
For hospital. There
evangelicals, was usually also a
the problem tutor, generally a
of poverty has theology student,
who helped care
been tied to
for the children at
the question the hospital. The
of relating hospital
fell
evangelism and under the care of
deacons,
social action. the
whose job it was
to ensure that the
hospital was well-funded and well-administered.
In addition to the hospital work, the
French Refugees Fund was another diaconal work of the church of Geneva. The
fund was established to care for those
who had fled from France because of religious persecution. It was generously supported by several very wealthy French
refugees living in Geneva, including Jean
Bude, who presided over the fund.
The fund was used to help secure housing for recently arrived refugees, provide
furniture for families and tools to help
artisans set themselves up in business. It
provided fees for young men who needed
to enter apprenticeships and dowries for
women wanting to get married. It supplied food and medical care for those in
need and it supported the widows and
orphans of Reformed pastors who had
lost their lives in the service of the gospel.
But the fund did not only focus on social
welfare. It had an evangelism focus too,
sending missionary pastors back into
France, and saw to the printing and distribution of Protestant literature in
France.
The post-Reformation era abandoned
the social revolutionary thought of the
Reformers. Rather than seek the structural solutions to poverty that characterised the Reformation, Protestantism
returned to the early church model of
personal charity. Protestant mission
efforts to ameliorate the economic vic-
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tims of industrialisation generally did not
aim at structural change in society.
For many evangelicals in the West, the
problem of poverty has been tied to the
question of relating evangelism and social
action. In the 19th century, the evangelical
benevolent empire in the USA saw no
conflict in the church engaging in both
activities.
Historian Timothy Smith argues that
reform-minded evangelicals successfully
united spiritual and social concerns: “The
soul-winning impulse drove Christians
into systematic efforts to relieve the miseries of the urban poor.” By the turn of
the century, however, pessimistic premillennialism saw social reform as a lost
cause. Charity again became privatised,
and the emphasis in many churches
returned to evangelism.
The Bible says that there will always be
needs in the world around us. The purpose of this is twofold: one, to test our
commitment to obedience (Mt. 25:40);
and two, to create an attitude of interdependence (2 Cor. 8:14). It is impossible to
read the epistles of James and John without recognising the requirements to help
others in need. John uses the lack of concern for the needs of others as evidence of
lack of love (1 Jn 3:17-18). We therefore
know that the true purpose of welfare
(meeting the needs of others) is to
demonstrate God’s love through us.

I

t is interesting to see the contrasting
objectives of biblical welfare and government welfare. Sharing with others in
need out of God’s love should produce
three results: one, a sense of fellowship
and belonging (2 Cor. 9:13); two, a
stronger family unit (1 Tim. 5:8); and
three, a high standard for work, which
prohibits laziness (2 Thess. 3:9-10).
However, when we look around society, the effects of social welfare, as administered by the government, is virtually the
opposite. Why is this? It is because the
motivation is not love but pity, or even
worse, guilt, writes Larry Burkett.
“When society tries to make up for
previous wrongs by providing government welfare, the results will be permanent dependence and poverty. With the
best of intentions, our welfare system
traps people at the lowest economic level
through indiscriminate giving.”
Indiscriminate welfare traps the recipients by making them dependent. Biblical
welfare meets needs and always looks
towards restoring the individual back to a
position of productivity.
Tracy Gordon is a Sydney journalist.
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he Bible has much to say
about money and the importance of our attitude to it for
our general spiritual health
and well-being. In choosing 20 passages for this month’s daily readings,
therefore, I had to be selective.

Moderating
mammon

Money is really just symbolic of our
material possessions. The problem
arises when we treat these as the main
focus of our lives. God created us as
spiritual beings to live in a material
world. When we died spiritually
through disobedience the physical side
of things, of necessity, became our
focus. By an amazing act of his grace,
God has restored spiritual life to a
body of people who have put their trust
in Jesus and has called them his
Church. These people are now in a
position to re-orientate their lives
according to God’s original design.
But as they try, they find themselves
surrounded and pressured by a world
still wrongly focused. This is the complex situation the Bible is addressing.

20 daily Bible studies
on Money

As we work through these studies we
need, with the Holy Spirit’s help and
a commitment to honesty, to reflect on,
assess and seek to modify our orientation to bring it more into line with
God’s intention. It will be well worth
the effort!
Bruce Christian

DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

Free from avarice.
GENESIS 14:14-24

A right attitude to money and reward starts with
acknowledging God as the source of everything we have and are.
We are then able to devote to him, spontaneously and before we do
anything else, what is his due (a ‘tithe’, or 1/10th, of what we have).
We do this without quibbling or haggling. We are also able to offer
our God-given resources to the service of those in need without
concern for personal gain/advantage. Abraham shows us how.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Abram was prepared to risk his assets to rescue his nephew, in
spite of Lot’s previous selfishness (see Genesis 13:10-13).
• Through Melchizedek (a ‘picture’ of Jesus – see Hebrews 7 and 1
Corinthians 11:26) God blessed Abram for his unselfishness.
• Abram acknowledged the blessing (therefore endorsing
Melchizedek’s crediting the victory to God) by giving him the tithe.
• Even before the victory, Abram had resolved in his heart and
sworn before God not to accept any payment for his services, wanting to avoid any possible later accusation of exploitation.
• Abram accepted on behalf of his men what was rightly theirs.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How is your attitude to your ‘possessions’ shown in your life?

Not your own.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

EXODUS 22:21-31

What should our attitude be to our ‘possessions’?
The underlying principles that help us answer this question are laid
down in the OT Law. Their application for us is influenced by the
coming of Jesus, but the basic thinking remains the same.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God has a special tender concern for the welfare of the vulnerable
in a society, such as refugees, widows and orphans. He requires us
as his people to show them the same care and respect.
• This applies particularly to the way we use our money: we are not
to use our financial resources to take advantage of the poor and
needy in any way, or to cause them further hardship.
• All our possessions are a trust from God; we are not to treat them
as our own, but as resources given us to use in his service. We
acknowledge this by devoting to God a (1st) portion of all he gives
us. (To put verse 29b in its OT and NT contexts, see Exodus 13:13
and Numbers 18:15f, and 1 Peter 1:18f respectively.)
• We must respect God, and those he has set as rulers among us.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What are we doing as God’s people to apply these principles?
• Does living in a ‘welfare state’ affect how we apply them?
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Do you say grace at meals?.

THE PASSAGE

DEUTERONOMY 8:10-20

Australia has been greatly blessed by God. We enjoy
freedom, a mild and healthy climate, rich natural resources, great
recreational facilities of beach and bush. We are so busy enjoying all
these things that we have forgotten the God who has given them.
God wanted to pour out blessings on Israel when they entered the
Promised Land but he had to warn them against the danger that
these very blessings might lead to their spiritual downfall. The worst
thing that blessings can do is produce arrogance and self-sufficiency.
Sadly, Israel kept ignoring the warnings. Are we?

THE POINT
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When Mammon fails.

DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

JOB 1:6-22

Someone once said, “We are not qualified to sing,
‘Jesus is all I want’, until we’ve been in a situation where Jesus is all
we’ve got!” This is the situation Job found himself in – and he
proved faithful. In his abundant mercy God blesses us with many
wonderful things to enjoy. But he wants us to enjoy them without
letting them become the focus of our life and attention in place of
him. Sadly, we aren’t very good at keeping his perspective!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God wants to bless his people richly with wealth and happiness.
• God wants us to acknowledge and praise him as the source of all
our blessings. He knows that our natural (fallen) inclination is so to
enjoy the blessings that we forget our dependence on him.
• When God blesses us it is arrogant to assume, “My strength and
the power of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”
• God brings hardship upon us to teach us to depend on him.

• Satan is alive and active in God’s world, bent on causing trouble.
• Satan means ‘Accuser’. He accused Job of worshipping God for
personal gain. The LORD was willing to test this accusation.
• God purposely allowed Satan to rob Job of all his worldly wealth
and security as a test of where his true devotion lay.
• Satan cannot go beyond the limits to which God restricts him.
• Job treated all his worldly belongings and relationships as gifts on
loan from God. When any (or all!) of them were taken away he still
praised the LORD whose right it was to do so.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are the high points of your spiritual life, when you feel closest to
God, associated with times of hardship or of prosperity?

• How would you rate in a ‘Job’ test? What experience(s) have you
had that might help you answer this question realistically?

THE PARTICULARS

DAY 4

Eating at the King’s table.

THE PASSAGE

2 SAMUEL 9:1-13

Here is a picture of how David’s descendant, Jesus,
treats us. Saul portrays the rejected dynasty, a man failing to be
God’s true ruler among his people. We are Saul’s descendants.
David is the new and faithful King, a man after God’s own heart (1
Samuel 13:14). When David came to power he invited the broken
family of the previous hostile dynasty to share continually at his
table (see Psalm 23:5, Luke 14:21, Rom. 5:10). We are the recipients
of God’s grace. All we have and are, we have and are by his mercy.
We, with crippled feet, always eat at the King’s table!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• When David came to a position of power and influence he did not
forget the help his friend Jonathan had been to him. He went to
great lengths to find a way to repay Jonathan’s kindness.
• David acknowledged God in all he did. He saw his desire to do
something for Jonathan’s family as showing ‘God’s kindness’.
• Mephibosheth’s brokenness did not disqualify him from receiving
the King’s blessing; perhaps the opposite (cf Luke 7:44-47).
• David went ‘over the top’ in his blessing of Mephibosheth.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does the use of your possessions reflect who you are by grace?

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

Solomon’s wise choice.
1 KINGS 3:5-15

We cannot escape having to make choices. The
choice is often between following the way God has revealed in his
Word and pursuing fame and fortune in the ways of the world.
Jesus said we can’t do both these things together (Matthew 6:24); it
is an ‘either-or’ choice. Solomon began his reign by choosing wisely.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Solomon established right priorities by acknowledging, at the very
outset of his reign, God’s past kindness and goodness, and his
father David’s commitment to righteous and faithful living. In
other words, he put the Lord at the centre of his thinking.
• Solomon also acknowledged his absolute dependence on God for
everything, recognising his own weakness and inadequacy.
• Solomon chose to ask for God’s wisdom instead of prosperity.
• God blessed Solomon with prosperity because it was not what he
sought. Jesus expressed this same principle in Matthew 6:33 “But
seek first [your heavenly Father’s] kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.”
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Although Solomon began well he didn’t finish well (see 1 Kings
11:1-6). Why are fame and fortune such a stumbling block to us?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 4

DAY 7

You can’t take it with you.

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 49:12-20

Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him for
ever (Shorter Catechism, Q1). If his focus turns away from this to
riches he becomes a creature without the imprint of God’s image, a
mere beast. He may enjoy fame and a following while he struts
about the earth and builds magnificent houses for himself, but the
grave is the end of all his splendour. After that he is nothing.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The things that satisfy and impress on earth have no currency in
heaven. The man whose identity is bound up in such things has
nothing to take beyond the grave; he’s no more than a beast.
• Rich people are usually not short of an entourage and fan club.
• Godly people are often discouraged when they see how the rich
seem to prosper (see Psalm 37). God’s Word tells us to look
beyond worldly fame and fortune to what really counts in eternity.
• Spiritual understanding without riches stands us in good stead
forever; riches without understanding only gets us to the grave.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Our present society in Australia seems to have made the mistake
that Psalm 49 is warning us against. What evidence do you see of
how we have become more animal-like in our behaviour?

DAY 8

Give me only my daily bread.

THE PASSAGE

PROVERBS 30:1-9

Paul told the Philippians about a very important
secret he had learnt: being content (Phil. 4:12). We need to learn
this same secret. For many of us, our spiritual life suffers from
either having too much material blessing, or too little! The whole
history of God’s dealings with Israel bears this out. We need to be
aware of the dangers of both, and learn, with Paul, to be content.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Although many speculate as to hidden meanings, there is no real
certainty about the identities of Agur, Jakeh, Ithiel or Ucal.
• Verses 2-4 express humility in the presence of God. Unless God
reveals himself to us we can know nothing about him; he is holy –
the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. It is interesting that his
‘son’ is mentioned in this OT context of his self-revelation.
• God’s Word is to be accepted as ‘given’, and it is without error.
• There are dangers in being rich, as the Bible so often warns us;
but there are also dangers associated with being poor. The rich can
become self-sufficient and so forget God; the poor can become desperate and so resort to measures that will dishonour him.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does Jesus’ teaching in Matt. 6:11, 25-34 impact your life?
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DAY 9

Robbing God.

THE PASSAGE

MALACHI 3:6-18

Because we are under grace and not under law, the
question of tithing can be a contentious issue among Christians. If
our allocation of exactly one tenth of everything to God becomes
legalistic we are obviously in trouble (cf Matthew 23:23). But if in
trying to avoid this error we become slack and off-handed in our
giving we are guilty of robbing God of what is rightfully his.
Malachi gives us a clue as to how to avoid both legalism and the
other issue raised by Jesus in Matt. 6:3f. If we give an unspecified
‘offering’ above the tithe, and do it with a free and glad spirit, not
even keeping account of it, we solve both problems! It’s worth a
try – and the Lord’s promised blessing can’t be ignored.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• That only God’s grace, mercy and faithfulness prevent our sins
from causing our ultimate demise should bring us to repentance.
• Failing to give to God what is due to him is an act of robbery; it
can be the cause of a breakdown in our fellowship with him.
• God invites us to trust his providence and test his faithfulness by
making lavish promises. There’s no blessing in disobedience.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How are you dealing with God’s challenge through Malachi?

DAY 10

Where your treasure is....

THE PASSAGE

LUKE 6:17-26

The underlying principle that gives cohesion to
Jesus’ teaching here in his sermon on the plain (Luke 6:17-49), and
similarly to his sermon on the mount (Matthew 5-8), is this: he has
come to bring in the kingdom of heaven; the way that kingdom
functions is the exact opposite of the way the world operates; therefore the two value systems are diametrically opposed. For instance,
the more we store up for ourselves here, and the more value we
place on what this world has to offer, the less value we will find (or
have!) in the things of heaven. It is a pity the exponents of ‘prosperity theology’ don’t understand this key principle.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus’ life bore witness to the power and authority of his words.
• In the sermon on the mount Jesus spoke about being poor in
spirit (Matthew 5:3); in the sermon on the plain he makes a much
more concrete assertion about material things. The relationship
between the two is best understood in terms of his statement in Mt.
6:21 – Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Where is your ‘treasure’, your focus in life? Honestly? If you
had to choose between blessing here or in heaven, which would it
be? Why is it so hard to put this answer into practice?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

A fool and his money.
LUKE 12:13-21

Jesus told this parable to challenge us about the
importance we place on possessing things. The man who came to
Jesus no doubt had a good case against an injustice done to him,
and we might have expected Jesus to take up his just cause. Instead,
he challenged his motives for wanting justice and thus exposed a
greedy heart! It is a basic creed of our society that a person’s value
is measured by his material prosperity; it is very easy for us, under
the pressure of the media, to succumb to this deadly disease.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Jesus always saw (sees) behind people’s stated concerns the real
issue, the actual disease, that is troubling them. He is an excellent
and accurate diagnostician. A good reason for reading the Bible
each day is to allow him to do his work (2 Tim. 3:16).
• The rich fool’s basic problem was his focus. If there were no
God, his decision would have been wise economics. But since God
is there, and he left him out of the equation, it was a disaster.
• The rich man’s attitude to life generally (v.19) is what defined him
as a ‘fool’. Sadly, it is typical of most people in our society.

S
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D Y

Futile hindsight.

DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 16:13,19-31

Of all the gospel writers, Luke gives the most attention by far to Jesus’ teaching about the plight of the poor and the
danger of riches. Parables/stories exclusive to Luke include (with
this one) the good Samaritan and Zacchaeus, and even in parallel
passages Luke reports with this special emphasis. We’re left in no
doubt as to the responsibility to use our resources in kingdom
work, the need to act urgently, and the dire consequences of failure.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• There is no provision for God to share the throne of our heart.
• God had amply provided the rich man with both the resources
and the opportunity to help poor Lazarus. He had no excuse.
• God has a special concern for those who are victims of neglect.
• The time for sorting out our priorities is now. There is no further
opportunity for character reformation beyond the grave.
• On the Day of Judgement, no one will have the excuse: ‘I didn’t
know what was required of me.’ (Romans 1:20; 2:1; James 4:17)
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Sometimes we lack the resources to help the needy; sometimes
we lack the opportunity. Think of situations where God has given
you both and work out some appropriate plan of action.

By grace alone.

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

LUKE 18:18-30

The genius of Jesus’ dealing with this ruler is inspiring. The man’s problem was his obvious attachment to his wealth.
In this regard he was in breach of the first two and the last of the
Ten Commandments, about gods, idols and coveting. However,
failure on these points can be very subtle and difficult to recognise.
So Jesus captured his attention by quizzing him on the others,
where the ruler was fairly confident. Then, with him fully on side,
instead of asking him about the doubtful ones, he applied the implications of their teaching to his Achilles heel – his hip pocket!
Where is your spiritual Achilles heel?

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The ruler genuinely wanted to share in God’s eternal Kingdom;
what he didn’t realise was that his attachment to his entrenched
worldly wealth prevented him from fully following Jesus.
• Although this young man had many spiritual runs on the board in
terms of his lifestyle generally, he remained disqualified from heaven
while ever he refused to give everything for the sake of Jesus.
• The disciples drew the correct conclusion from this event: salvation can only be had by God’s intervening grace, a new birth.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you depending on a good performance to get you to heaven?

DAY 14

Peer pressure: scary stuff.

THE PASSAGE

ACTS 5:1-11

Peer pressure can often be our downfall. Usually it
is pressure to join in with something that is wrong and we lack
courage to speak out against it. Sometimes it’s just pressure to be
part of a good thing, but with the wrong motives (eg Simon – Acts
8:9-24). Ananias and Sapphira wanted to share in all the blessings
being experienced by their church fellowship (see Acts 4:32-37).
Part of the deal was a voluntary pooling of their resources so that
no one would be in need. They wanted to be seen to be part of the
group but weren’t prepared to make the sacrifice necessary. The
direct cause of their untimely deaths was not a failure to put everything in, but their hypocrisy in trying to cover up their selfishness
in a community in which there was no place for it.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Ananias and Sapphira wanted to benefit from blessings being
experienced by the Church, but were unwilling to share the cost.
• The sin for which they were punished by death was not greed or
selfishness but conspiracy to deceive the Holy Spirit (3, 4, 9).
• This is a difficult but honest passage. We struggle with what happened – but so did those present (11). God means business.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is your desire for justice sometimes a camouflage for greed?

• Reflect on your honesty with your brothers and sisters in Christ.
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They gave themselves first.

THE PASSAGE

2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15

The Church has always consisted of many diverse
groups, some of which are very rich in God’s blessings, but some of
which suffer great deprivation. Paul addressed this issue in all his
dealings with the churches, encouraging generosity that would lead
to greater equality among them. He promoted a spirit of friendly
rivalry, using the example of the Macedonians to encourage the
Corinthians, and so on. The significant thing about the
Macedonians was that they ‘gave themselves first to the Lord’ (5) –
after that, everything else fell into place. What a contrast we see
here with Ananias and Sapphira! The Church today has much to
learn from Chapters 8 and 9 of 2 Corinthians.

THE POINT

S
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DAY 18

God loves a cheerful giver.

THE PASSAGE

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-15

God has made the supreme gift of his Son. The
Church responds to this with cheerful generosity that leads to
praise and blessing.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The poor Macedonian churches gave all they could. Struggling
churches are often more generous in their giving than rich ones.
• Giving is a very important factor in a church’s spiritual health.
• Jesus left his riches to become poor in order to make us rich.
• God is concerned about the attitude behind our gift, not its size.
• It is God who always evens out the accounts in the end.

• The adage about reaping in proportion to what we sow is really a
truism. The amazing thing is that we so often forget how it applies
equally in the spiritual realm in our attitude to giving.
• If we can’t give cheerfully we may as well not give at all. God
doesn’t need the gift, he needs the heart that is by nature giving.
• ‘All’ occurs 5 times in the Greek of v.8. God is no man’s debtor.
Read all of Psalm 112 from which the quote in v.9 comes.
• God rewards generosity with a supply of more seed for sowing
(cf Mark 4:24-25) and an even more generous (righteous) heart.
• Two important results of generosity are widespread praise and
gratitude directed towards God, and satisfying the needs of his people. It will be seen as proof of a credible profession of faith.
• God’s ‘indescribable gift’ is Jesus his Son (John 3:16). It is this
gift that unites the whole Church in a ministry of joyful giving.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Can we be doing more to help the Church in, say, Bangladesh?

• Reflect on your own attitude to giving in light of this passage.

THE PARTICULARS

Money matters.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

2 CORINTHIANS 8:16-24

We often consider the financial aspects of the
Church’s life and ministry as somehow non-spiritual. Paul takes a
different view and points out that all matters to do with giving, and
the collection, handling and distribution of money, are an integral
part of a church’s spiritual life. This view is supported by the earlier
action of the apostles in appointing godly deacons as reported in
Acts 6. Paul shows by example the need for everything to be done
in a way that will be seen by all as above reproach.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul involved trustworthy men in the financial matters among the
churches, and saw it as a key aspect of his gospel ministry.
• God is honoured by the keen and faithful service of church treasurers. Titus was gifted and respected in such a ministry.
• In all matters concerning money it is important that there is a
mechanism for transparent accountability before God and men.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you careful in all things to do with the handling of money?
(Christ’s name has sometimes been defiled by money scandals.)
• Are you enthusiastic about the ministry of giving and sharing?
Do you see it as an important part of the Church’s life and work?

DAY 17

Friendly competitiveness?.

THE PASSAGE

2 CORINTHIANS 9:1-5

Professional fundraisers are aware of the value of
competition in achieving their aims. To be honest, I struggle a bit
with how Paul spurs on the Corinthians by telling them how generous the Macedonians are (8:1-4), and spurs on the Macedonians by
telling them how generous the Corinthians are (9:2) (much like
Sydney-Melbourne rivalry!) – and then has to do some smooth
talking to make sure he isn’t embarrassed by a major let-down. It is
an important aspect of Paul’s ministry in all his letters that he tries
to see the best side of everyone, even in his strongest admonitions.
We can learn a lot from his pastoral methods.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Paul often makes his point tactfully by saying: ‘There is no need
for me to write to you about ... but ...’. We can learn from him!
• We often need a friendly, tactful reminder from each other about
promises we have made or obligations we need to meet.
• A friendly, encouraging note is a good way to prepare someone in
advance and thus avoid an embarrassing confrontation.
• Generosity is rendered null and void if a gift is given grudgingly.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there anyone you can send a gentle note of encouragement to?
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Knowing God.

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

PHILIPPIANS 4:10-20

If there was any secret modern man really needs to
discover it is the secret of contentment. Life is so restless today and
the pressure is always on us to achieve more and move on to something better, whether it be in our job, in our marriage, in our church
experience. It always seems greener on the other side of the fence.
The trouble is, every leap forward leaves us still unsatisfied. It is a
never-ending process. Paul discovered what it means to know God
in such a way that all striving becomes irrelevant. “My God will
meet all your needs ... in Christ Jesus.”

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The depth of Paul’s relationship and fellowship with the
Philippians was greatly enhanced by their practical concern for him.
• Paul had long since discovered the secret of resting content in
God’s provision. It meant that he was neither distracted by too
much blessing, nor distressed by too little. He just trusted God!
• Paul found he could meet every challenge by God’s empowering.
• Paul speaks often in his letters of the overwhelming ‘riches’ we
have in Christ (eg Eph. 1:7). They are sufficient for every need.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you know God? How is it reflected in the way you live?

DAY 20

The root of all kinds of evil.

THE PASSAGE

1 TIMOTHY 6:3-16

We conclude our series of studies on what the Bible
says about money with a passage that really gets to the heart of the
matter. Paul tells Timothy that all sorts of problems and complications can be traced in our lives to the love of money. Being content
with what God supplies is the real path to happiness. The testimony of human experience proves this. Why are we so stupid?

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Doctrinal disputes often arise from an unhealthy emphasis on
money. Using the Gospel for financial gain is a recipe for strife.
• The valid formula is: godliness + contentment = great blessing.
• Storing up wealth on earth is an exercise in futility. We can’t take
it with us and it only ever causes trouble here. This is the basic
message of Ecclesiastes. The clothing and food which God supplies
on a daily basis is all we need (cf Matthew. 6:25-34).
• We cannot hope to deal with the money problem passively. It is
too subtle and powerful. We must flee consciously from its evergroping tentacles. We must actively pursue the things of God.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How many people do you know for whom the love of money has
meant spiritual ruin? What precautions are you taking?

N

Across
Australia
Spiritual food

M

ore than 800 people drawn from politics, commerce, industry and the church
attended the 20th Melbourne Prayer
Breakfast on 10 October. Kevin Rudd,
the Labor spokesman on foreign affairs,
spoke of his Christian faith and the formative influence on him of Scottish
Labour Party pioneer and Christian
socialist James Keir Hardie (1856-1915)
and Scots-born Andrew Fisher, Prime
Minister between 1907-1909. Both men
were deeply influenced by the
Christianity of the Presbyterian Scotland
of their day. A larger venue will be need
for next year.

New moderator

TPresbyterian
he General Assembly of the
Church of Victoria met
in Melbourne in the second week of
October. Highlights included the
induction of a new moderator for the
year, Rev. Peter Orchard of Ashburton
congregation. Rev. John Wilson spoke
on the state of the PCV and of his
teaching trip to Malawi, and encouraged
the church to make a long-term commitment to the Theological Resource
Centre in Blantyre. Mrs Alison
Thomas and Rev. Chris Siriweera
spoke of the special opportunity we
have in government schools teaching
religious education and the critical need
to find more volunteer teachers. The
assembly received a legacy from the late
Mr Harold Hughes who has left money
for the Health and Community
Chaplaincy Committee to be used to
continue funding Rev. Theo Fishwick’s
ministry at the Royal Children’s
Hospital. Two ladies, Melva Thompson
and Margery Thompson (no relation)
have left the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria a massive legacy totalling nearly
$1.7 million.

On budget

ToverhetheVictorian
assembly was told that
past two years the distributions
from the GMP budget to assembly committees have been more than able to meet
the needs of every committee. Assembly
agreed to two special home mission pro-
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2004 Book of Family Worship

jects for the period 2003 to 2005: one to
help with a new church plant on the western rim of Melbourne associated with
Melton congregation and the other for
the purchase of a building for the
Bairnsdale congregation.
Three Presbyterian school principals
made reports – Elizabeth Ward (PLC),
Bob Speck (St Andrews) and Leigh
Murray (Belgrave Heights). The assembly agreed through the Missions
Committee (APWM) to make a five-year
commitment to the Church of Central
Africa-Presbyterian – Blantyre Synod –
in sending annually a lecturer to the
Theological Resource Centre, to raise
funds to help repair the centre, to collect
books for the theological library and reference books for the Christian secondary
school at Mulanje.

I

n recent years the BFW has sought to
feature a different aspect of the ministry of
the Presbyterian Church along with the
usual daily Bible readings and prayers. In
2004 the focus will be on the labours of
Mrs Ann Whyte, a member of the St
George (Qld) congregation. Mrs Whyte
has begun a mailbag Sunday School
(Outback Adventures Sunday School) for
the children of those who live on outback
properties. Mrs Whyte can be contacted on
07 4625 7386, or by mail “Oakland”, St.
George, 4487. The BFW costs 80c per
copy and can be obtained through
Presbyterian Church Supplies, PO Box
1508 Fortitude Valley Qld 4006,
churchofffice@pcq.org.au, (07) 3252 1114.

Sydney graduates

Students growing

The Ministry and Mission Committee has
Pbigrincipal
Dr Douglas Milne reported a announced the following placements of
intake of students at the PTC graduating students: Craig and Sonja
Melbourne for 2004, including at least six
new candidates, as well as the commencement of a missions course and post-graduate training for ministers. Assembly
adopted a declaration that the teaching of
the Bible condemns homosexual activity
and desire, and absolutely precludes the
ordination of those continuing to practise
or endorse homosexual activity, and
approved the launching of a new series of
eight bioethics leaflets entitled Thinking
Ethically. It recognised the persecuted
Presbyterian Church in the Sudan, and
expressed deep concern for Christians in
that land as well as those who have moved
to Australia as refugees.

Bland – Parkes-Forbes-Peak Hill; Gordon
and Leanne Coleman – Albion ParkShellharbour; Sami and Samia Gerges –
Arabic Presbyterian Church, Merrylands;
Andrew and Belinda Satchell –
Tamworth-Manilla for Manilla. Three
placements remain to be finalised.

Vale

A

P has been advised of the death of
Ronald William McLaren (1914-2003),
an elder at St Andrew’s, Temora (NSW)
and of Alberta Grace Little (1925-2003)
a past president of the PWA of St
Stephen’s, West Tamworth (NSW).

The Terrigal Presbyterian Church
Is celebrating

40 Years of faithful preaching and worship
at

2 Willoughby Road, Terrigal, NSW
on

Sunday 14th December, 2003

r
The Service, at 10am, will be followed by a sit down lunch in the
Church grounds overlooking the beautiful Terrigal Lake.
Enquiries: Laurie Pye, Session Clerk; 02 4384 3018
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A fragrant odour

A

n appeal has been launched among all
the PWAs throughout Australia asking
for gifts of toiletries for the women of the
Outback. The response has been overwhelming in kind and financially and as
these gifts have been distributed by the
Presbyterian Inland Mission Padres,
great appreciation has been expressed by
those receiving them, as the love and solidarity expressed thereby has been understood and accepted. Further donations
would be welcomed and can be given
through any PWA.
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Homes for the Aged in East Fremantle
where he conducts worship services and
Bible studies, at the New Life congregation in Rockingham, and also (in conjuction with the PIM) in the south-west of
WA including at Augusta.

Orwellian nightmare

Around
the World
A dangerous book

Preaching workshop

Canadian Christian leaders say the
M
ore than 90 people came from country is on the verge of “criminalisthroughout Australia and New Zealand ing” the Bible as “hate speech” after legfor the 2003 Reformed Theological
College (Geelong) biblical preaching
workshop. The theme of the conference
was “Preaching Christ from Old
Testament Stories”, with the specific challenge to demonstrate how the Gospel can
be preached from the book of Judges. The
number of denominations represented
was also impressive. While most were
Reformed and Presbyterian, there was
also a smattering of Anglicans, Baptists,
Church of Christ, Pentecostals, Uniting,
and Seventh Day Adventists. Old
Testament lecturer Rev. Alastair McEwen
introduced the major themes of Judges.
Dr Allan Harman, retired principal of
the PTC Melbourne, spelt out some of
the major principles that need to be
observed in preaching Christ from OT
narrative. Rev. Dr Murray Capill
preached on Jephthah from Judges 10-12.

New elders

JProcter,
onathan Wright, Alec Gibbon, Keith
Peter Scott and Barry
Wooldridge have been added to the
Springwood (NSW) session. This
enlarges the session to 15. Elders’ districts
can now be re-established, and the growing church community will be ministered
to with greater care.

New WA minister

R

ev. Paul Bloomfield has completed the
requirements of the Reception of
Ministers Committee of the GAA and is
now a minister of the Presbyterian
Church of Australia. He was previously
with the Westminster Presbyterian
Church of Australia. He labours in a
number of ministries, including Braemar

have rejected the teachings of the Bible
and embraced a secular worldview of life
while the remaining churches kept quiet.
Activists say both of those attitudes have
contributed to the culture’s decline.
Agape Press

islators recently added sexual orientation to Canada’s genocide and hate
crimes legislation. The House of
Commons has voted 143-110 in favour
of the proposal by openly gay legislator
Svend Robinson.
If Canada’s Senate adopts the bill,
“gay-bashing” will be added to the hate
crimes law. Canadian Christians are
concerned that homosexual activists
would use the law to go after pastors
and ministry leaders who quote anti-gay
passages from the Bible. “Canadians
who are speaking out against the redefinition of marriage are already being
accused of ‘hate speech’ by homosexual
activists,” said Brian Rushfeldt, executive director of Canada Family Action
Coalition.
Canada has already targeted Christians
for publishing ads in newspapers that
quote what the Bible says about homosexuality, according to the Traditional
Values Coalition, headed by the Rev. Lou
Sheldon.
Charisma News Service

Churches judged inadequate

Cwardhurches
may be to blame for the downslide of American culture. That’s the
opinion of Family Research Council
president Tony Perkins. He believes the
religious element of American society has
to share the blame for the depravity that is
running rampant throughout the nation’s
culture.
“There’s no doubt that we’re seeing a
cultural shift, and part of the ‘anchor’ that
should be there – the Church – in many
ways has contributed to the drifting,” he
says.
According to Perkins, many churches
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orth Koreans who have successfully
fled to China paint a picture of the terrible
life in their nation: indescribable needs
and persecution, permanent surveillance
and control even of thoughts. The years
of famine have cost the lives of millions,
all religious practice is strictly forbidden –
except the worship of dictator Kim Jongil and his deceased father Kim Il-sung.
The population has been trained to spy
on each other; every person is in a political unit of five in their workplace, and
families are grouped in 20s to a “social
peoples” unit led by one person reporting
to the state. Christians are considered
political criminals; they often disappear,
executed or interned in labour camps,
where they are kept like animals inside
electric fences, making goods for export
under brutal conditions.
And yet there is hope: reliable sources
speak of 300,000 to 400,000 Christians
living in North Korea, their number continually growing. They meet in small
groups of four or five people, hidden
behind thick curtains, with no singing,
because that is far too dangerous. These
house churches organise themselves in
networks which meet in remote caves.
The number of Christians among the
North Korean refugees in China has
grown significantly in recent years. Some
Korean house churches in China focus on
evangelising and discipling them.
Open Doors

Tougher tone in India

IHindu
ndia’s coalition government, led by the
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), is about to introduce fresh rules to
prevent religious conversion across the
nation. The law will come into effect once
published in the official gazette. The BJP
is vigorously opposing conversion of
backward Hindus to Christianity and
Buddhism.
“This will effectively deny a large section of Indians their right to religious faith
ensured by India’s Constitution,” said
Oliver D’Souza of the All India
Christian Council. “This judgment and
the present rule can be questioned on the
grounds of fundamental rights. We will

N

E

make sure that religious rights of the
minorities are protected.”
Compass Direct

ples of Laos, sometimes with whole villages coming to Christ. Gospel radio has
been a significant instrument, and now
indigenous evangelists are spreading the
Gospel at great personal risk and in the
midst of great persecution.
The Laotian government considers
Christianity to be a violation of Lao custom and an “imperialist foreign religion”
backed by political interests in the West,
particularly the United States. Christians
are therefore regarded as subversive and
enemies of the state.
Persecution has escalated continuously
since the Communists took over in 1975.
World Evangelical Alliance

Congress in Kazakhstan

Lcongress
eaders at an unprecedented religious
in Kazakhstan have agreed to
create what they call a “United Nations of
Religions”, a move expected to worry
some evangelical Christians.
The President of the mainly Muslim
and former Soviet nation, Nursultan
Nazarbayev, has offered to provide a new
building in the capital Astana for the
organisation where disputes can be discussed in a neutral setting, the Voice of
America said.
After two days of talks in Astana, delegates said they would call the organisation
“the Congress of World and Traditional
Religions”, dropping the word “national”
because most faiths stretch across
national boundaries, VOA reported.
Yet some evangelical commentators
have warned that the United Nations is
increasingly trying to create a universally
accepted religion, which they believe will
be a far cry from Christianity, and likely
directed against Israel.
Assist News Service

S

he NSW Greens have failed in an
attempt to replace Christian prayers at the
start of Upper House sitting days with a
period of reflective silence. Here are the
10 reasons I gave the House why the official practice of opening prayers should be
retained.
1: Australian history since European
settlement was founded upon Christian
beliefs. We are proud of our tradition, our
faith, our culture, our belief and our people, and that is recognised in the opening
prayer. How can we be a more inclusive
and tolerant state if we deny the rights of
believers to pray?
2: The opening prayer in this House is
a tradition that is practised by other state
parliaments, our Federal Parliament and
many other parliaments of the world. In
New South Wales the prayer as we now
have it, in our words, was established in
1934.
I ask Ms Lee Rhiannon (Green Party,
who proposed the change) to contem-

plate this: If she is right on this matter of
prayer then nothing matters, but if we are
right on this matter of prayer then nothing matters more.
3: This practice is supported and
respected by Australian citizens. The
most recent census figures from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics for 2002
reveal that more than 70 per cent of
respondents identified an affiliation with
Christianity. Given that the majority of
the population identifies with Christianbased religions, beginning the parliamentary day in this House with prayer is in
line with the beliefs of the people whom
this House represents.
4: Prayer allows God’s will and direction to guide our proceedings. In the last
election the Greens gained 170,000 votes,
but five times that number go to church
every Sunday. The prayer to God is to
direct and prosper our deliberations for
the true welfare of New South Wales and
Australia.
5: The fifth reason to retain the prayer
is that Christians believe prayer enables
us to receive wisdom and the mind of
God. I do not mind what restrictions others place upon themselves, but I object to
someone else restricting me from
expressing, in the best way I can, my concerns for the welfare of the people of
New South Wales.
6: Christians believe that prayer
moves the hand of God to work in the

The congregation at

O Worship the King!

On the
Agenda

Progress in Laos

Tamong
here have been great turnings to Christ
the Hmong and the Khmu peo-

W

Persevering in prayer
By Gordon Moyes

T

Ringwood-Heathmont

St John’s

is reforming!

Forest Street

We have property, position and poten-

Bendigo

tial…what we don’t have is

people!

invites you to
worship when
visiting Victoria
The Lord’s Day
10:30 am

This congregation is a mission field opportunity for committed believers of all ages.
Will YOU prayerfully consider whether God
may want YOU to join this newest church
plant in an area of Melbourne’s east that is
undergoing significant re-growth?

Andrew Venn – (03) 9870 5182

Minister: Rev Andrew M Clarke
(03) 5443 6189

Bethel Funerals

The
caring Australian alternative
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

A unique Christian Funeral Company supporting the work of missions
24 hour 7 day service Pre-arranged and Pre-paid Funerals
Phone: 03 9877 9900 (all hours) / fax: 03 9877 0544
PO Box 441 Blackburn 3130 / Suite 4, 60-64 Railway Rd, Blackburn 3130
Email: info@bethelfunerals.com.au / Website: www.bethelfunerals.com.au

Member of A.F.D.A.

SERVICING ALL SUBURBS

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 9

N

affairs of men. His guidance will lead to
the most beneficial decisions for the people whom the Parliament represents.
Recently I was at a centre for disturbed
children who are presented as wards of
the state, children with the most challenging behaviours. When I was in a staff
room I noticed a poster behind the door,
which read:
We the unwilling, led by the unqualified
Have been doing the unbelievable
For so long and with so little
That we now attempt the impossible with
nothing but prayer.
I reflect on that statement. We do not
pray to change God’s will; we pray to
bring our will into line with Him.
7: By beginning the parliamentary
day in prayer we reinforce the concept
of relying on God’s strength to do
things rather than relying on our own
strength. The frailty of human behaviour and motivation is a constant
reminder for those of us who have been
in the House and who meet with people
in the streets.
8: The eighth reason I offer is that an
opening prayer establishes a level playing
field in recognising that we are all sinners
before a holy God. I heard Ms Lee
Rhiannon say that parliaments around the
world do not open with prayer and do not
have chaplains, and so on. I remind the
honourable member that in the United
Kingdom the first chaplain was appointed
in 1659, and the practice continues to this
day.

Consider serving as an Approved
PCA Worker to start a House Church;
or shepherd a small existing church;
or assist in a Parish as you study.

S

I have written a small book on the
theme of spiritual breathing. With the permission of the House, I will distribute it
to members in their pigeonholes. I would
like to present Ms Lee Rhiannon with the
first copy of The Significance of Prayer in
the life of members.
I ask Mr Ian Cohen: What happens
when a giant tree in a rainforest is cut
down? Hundreds of years of growth are
destroyed, and the destruction is not
only of the past but also of the future. In
destroying our great heritage of faith, we
are destroying something of great significance. I recognise that there are dark
forces that would destroy each tradition
and cultural and spiritual benefit that has
been won for us by men and women
who have made this country, and that is
being done for what has been described
by someone else as cheap media attention.
We should resoundingly defeat this
motion to show the people of this nation
that here in this House there are people
who take time every day to care, to think,
and to pray for the welfare of the people
of New South Wales and of this country. I
urge honourable members to solidly
reject this motion.
The Legislative Council voted 30 to seven
against the motion, ensuring that Christian
prayers will continue to be heard at the start
of Upper House sitting days in NSW.
Rev. Gordon Moyes represents the
Christian Democratic Party.
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In the United States of America both
the Congress and the Senate have fulltime chaplains who are appointed and paid
for out of the public purse. The Reverend
Peter Marshall became world famous as
Chaplain to the United States Senate. I
have known the past three chaplains of
the United States Congress and the
United States Senate: Reverend Lloyd
Ogilvie, Reverend Richard Halverson,
and Reverend Barry Black, a man with
whom I led discussions in Seoul, Korea, in
June. Those parliaments not only open in
prayer but actually fund a full-time chaplain.
9: The ninth reason I give is that this is
a beautiful spring day in a wonderful
country of peace and prosperity. It is very
sad to be a people with no one to thank.
Gratitude is a sign of maturity, and politicians should be grateful to our families,
our electors, the community at large, and
God. I feel very sorry for a person who
has no visible means of support, and no
invisible means of support. In countries
where non-Christian religions dominate,
Christians accept the rule of the country
in which they live, and we commend that
to other citizens in Australia.
10: The tenth reason I want to give is
that every one of us gets caught in a busy
life of tension, aggression and heartburn
and we need to relax, pause, have a quiet
mind, and think positively to gain perspective. Prayer enables the best perspective because it creates a sense of transcendence beyond this world. Prayer is really
spiritual breathing.
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When creeds count
How to find some of the finest devotional reading.

R

eligious knowledge and religious
living go hand in hand. “It might
be instructive to inquire,” writes
Dr Andrew Bonar, “why it is that
whenever godliness is healthy and progressive we almost invariably find learning
in the Church attendant on it: while, on
the other hand, an illiterate state is
attended sooner or later by decay of vital
godliness.”
We deceive ourselves if we think we
can give only a portion of our being to
God. If we withhold the effort requisite to
learn to know the truth, we cannot hope
to succeed in any effort to do His will.
Unknown truth cannot sanctify the soul;
and it is by the truth that we are to be
sanctified. Mind, heart, and hand – true
religious cultivation must embrace them
all and carry on their training all together.
There is a class of religious literature
which, for my own part, I esteem the very
highest of all for spiritual impression. I
refer to the great creeds of the Church.
He who wishes to grow strong in his religious life, let him, I say, next to the Bible,
feed himself on the great creeds of the
Church.
There is a force of religious inspiration
in them which you will seek in vain elsewhere. And this for good reason. First,
because it is ever true that it is by the truth
that sanctification is wrought. And next,
because the truth is set forth in these
creeds with a clearness and richness with
which it is set forth nowhere else. For
these creeds are not the products of metaphysical speculation, as many who know
infinitesimally little about them are prone
to assert, but are the compressed and
weighted utterances of the Christian
heart. I am not alone, of course, in so
esteeming them.

B.B. Warfield
Gore’s beautiful exposition of it as “the
Battle-hymn of Christians” will not be
slow to feel the truth of Dr Newman’s
estimate.
Dr Alexander Whyte, in commenting
on Andrewes’ Private Devotions, takes up
the theme afresh and remarks on the
exemplification it
receives
in
Read what Andrewes’ treatstudying the ment of the
Apostles’
and
Westminster Nicene Creeds.
Confession “When Andrewes
did for Dr takes up any of
Thornwell’s these things,” he
soul and ask observes, “into
intellect,
yourselves his
imagination,
and
whether it may
heart, he has
not do the
already provided
same for you. himself and his
readers
with
another
great
prayer and another great psalm. So true is
it that all true theology is directly and
richly and evangelically devotional.”
I do not think I go astray, therefore,
when I say to you in all seriousness that
the second and third volumes of Dr
Schaff ’s Creeds of Christendom have in
them more food for your spiritual life –

are “more directly, richly, and evangelically
devotional” – than any other book, apart
from the Bible, in existence. Nor can I
think myself wrong in directing you
specifically to the Reformed creeds as,
above all others, charged with blessing to
those who will read and meditate on their
rich deposit of religious truth.
Our Scotch forefathers turned for spiritual nourishment especially to The Sum
of Saving Knowledge and the Practical Use
Thereof, which had come to be a stated
portion of editions of the Westminster
Confession of Faith, just because that volume circulated at first chiefly as a devotional book and a directory for practical
religion.
This treatise has never been a part of
our “Church book”. But in the
Westminster Confession we have something even better. Read what Dr
Thornwell tells us of what the study of the
Confession did for his soul and then ask
yourselves whether it may or may not do
the same for you too. By the side of the
Westminster Confession put the
Heidelberg Catechism: where will you
find more faithful, more probing
Christian teaching than this? I beg you,
brethren, feed your souls on the Christian
truth set forth with so much combined
clearness of apprehension and depth of
feeling in these great formulations.
This extract is taken from Benjamin
Warfield – Selected Shorter Writings
Volume 2, edited by John E Meeter,
ap
Presbyterian and Reformed, 1973.

Y

ou will remember with what insistence Cardinal Newman warns us
against “an untheological devotion”, and
with what force he expounds in his
Grammar of Assent the spiritual import of
the creeds and catechisms of the Church.
For himself, he tells us, the Athanasian
Creed has always seemed the most devotional formulary that Christianity has ever
given birth to: and certainly readers of Dr
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 1
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Unholy row
Victoria’s religious vilification law is tested in court.

D

aniel Scot is a Pakistani Christian.
In 1987, he came to Australia to
flee death threats from Muslims.
A university mathematics lecturer, he says there was pressure on him to
convert to Islam because it was seen as
inappropriate for a Christian to be in
authority over Muslim students.
When he refused to convert, he was
charged under blasphemy laws, which
carry a death sentence. “The next day
more than 5000 students with pistols and
daggers were searching for me. I was hidden in a church.’’
In Australia, he thought, he could tell
the truth. He has run scores of seminars
on Islam – and says he has received offers
of bribes to stop and five more death
threats in Brisbane, where he lives. “They
want to hide the truth,’’ he says.
But Mr Scot’s understanding of the
truth saw him in the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal last month, with
Pentecostal network Catch the Fire and
its pastor Danny Nalliah, in a test case for
the state’s religious vilification law. The
Islamic Council of Victoria claims Scot
vilified Muslims at a seminar in
Melbourne last year.
This is a case in which important
interests intersect: freedom of speech
and religion versus the right not to be vilified; tensions between the world’s two
biggest religions; constitutional issues;

Barney
Zwartz
even concepts about the sort of society
Australia aspires to be. It also sharpens
the fears of many Christian groups who
campaigned strongly against the vilification law, fearing precisely such a complaint as this.

C

atch the Fire is a coalition of
Christians from every denomination
who come together to pray for Australia.
Mr Nalliah, who ministered to the underground church in Saudi Arabia for two
years, says: “I’m far from what I’m
described to be. I have helped Muslims
settle in our country, found food, clothing
and accommodation when they came out
of camps. I feel sad to be accused like this
because I love Muslims.’’
But that was not what three Muslims
felt when they attended a Catch the Fire
seminar last year on “holy jihad’’, organised by Mr Nalliah, at which Mr Scot was
the speaker. The Islamic Council made its
complaint under the vilification law on
their behalf. The three said they were
embarrassed and intimidated by the seminar.

Presbyterian Theological Centre
– Sydney

The council’s barrister, Brind
Woinarski QC, told the tribunal that Mr
Scot claimed “in fairly simple terms,
Muslims are terrorists (and) rapists’’.
Islamic Council president Yasser
Soliman says the council is not against free
speech but brought the complaint out of
concern at the way Australian Muslims
were portrayed “as in the process of committing a crime, among other things’’.
Mr Soliman believes the seminar
painted “a false picture at a time when
people are concerned, confused, suspicious and seeking, perhaps, to build on a
background of over-reaction and backlash
against innocent Muslims’’.
The Uniting Church has sought to
make a submission to the tribunal supporting the council, arguing that otherwise Catch the Fire may put their views as
representative of Christianity. The
Catholic Church also wants to intervene,
saying it is concerned at the implications
for inter-faith dialogue and social harmony.
Catch the Fire barrister David Perkins
opposed both churches, saying “officious
bystanders who want to grandstand’’
should not be allowed to become irrelevantly entangled.
Judge Michael Higgins deferred his
ruling before any argument was heard. In
fact, he has not been able to rule on very
much. As AP went to press, the hearing –
listed for three days – had already gone
six, with the defence barrister predicting
it might take another two weeks. It was
not until the fourth day that the complainants made their opening statement,
and after six only one witness had yet
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entered the box. Both sides intend to call
several expert witnesses.
The judge adjourned after two days to
consider whether he should even hear the
case. He was concerned that the Racial
and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 might
be in conflict with the Constitution.
Though the Constitution does not guarantee free speech, two recent High Court
rulings based on the Constitution have
guaranteed freedom of speech in the political arena, and Judge Higgins was concerned about the implications in the religious arena. In the end, he decided not to
refer the case to the Supreme Court to
determine whether the law was valid, and
also dismissed an application to strike out
the case.

T

he Islamic Council’s complaint claims
the seminar incited scorn and hatred
of Muslims, mocked what they believed
and misrepresented them.
In his opening address Mr Woinarski
said: “Pastor Scot told his audience that
what he taught, and only what he taught,
was the true teaching and belief of Islam.’’
But that teaching – loosely, the Wahhabist
tradition of Islam espoused in Saudi
Arabia – was held at best by only a small
minority of Muslims around of the world,
of whom only a few had come to
Australia, he said. This sort of stereotyping was exactly what Victoria’s Racial and
Religious Tolerance Act aimed to prevent.
In fact, Australia’s Muslims came from 62
different nations, and held a diverse range
of interpretations of Islam.
Mr Woinarski said Mr Scot told the
seminar Muslims were trying to take over
Australia by a high birth rate and conversion to Islam by bribery and deception,
that Islam glorified violence and killing,
and that it sanctioned the abuse of women
and lies and deceit in dealing with nonMuslims.
Particular issues in the Islamic
Council’s complaint include Mr Scot’s
interpretation of “jihad’’ and whether all
Muslims believe what he told the seminar.
He criticised the treatment of nonMuslims in Muslim countries; and argued
that the Koran motivated Muslims to
become violent and intolerant when they
are powerful (see panel). He said Islamic
scholars preach a message of peace and
love to the West, but the same scholars
provide an entirely different message in
Saudi Arabia or Pakistan.
Catch the Fire’s defence statement
argues that the seminar accurately quoted
the Koran and other Muslim religious
texts – and that the complainants have not

disputed that. It says such an exposition is
not capable of constituting vilification.
Further, Catch the Fire’s barrister suggested the seminar incited love and benevolence, not hatred. During legal argument, Mr Perkins said the act was
intended to deal with inciting hatred, contempt and revulsion. “It makes illegal
behaviour at the extreme end of malevolence. The things Mr Scot did, such as saying Christians should love Muslims,
exhorting Christians to pray for Muslims,
is the absolute opposite.’’
Catch the Fire’s defence statement says
the seminar – and a newsletter and article,
both published on the group’s website,
which are also listed in the complaint – are
merely robust religious discussion of the
sort the Racial and Religious Tolerance
Act makes exempt. It says such discussion
is in the public interest.

The case has attracted unusual interest
for a VCAT hearing. The courtroom has
been packed, mostly with supporters of
Catch the Fire, many of whom read their
Bibles and prayed under their breath
through proceedings.
Judge Higgins rebuked the gallery after
Woinarski complained that “a variety of
unpleasant comments were made very
audibly in the presence of our witnesses’’,
such as “Who do they think they are?’’,
“They are trying to take over the country’’
and “We have the right to free speech’’.
Precisely how free, at least in Victoria,
is the burden that for now is on the shoulders of Judge Higgins.
Barney Zwartz is The Age religious affairs
writer. This is an amended and updated
version of an article that first appeared in
ap
The Age.

Tolerance and power
Here is a brief extract from the complaint and reply.

P(The
aragraph 11.
RThe
esponse:
Islamic Council complains that
respondents say that the history
Daniel Scot) implied that Muslims are
motivated by the Koran to become violent and intolerant when they are powerful. The implication appears in the
following statements (from the seminar):
“So when we read the Koran carefully we find out there are many verses
in Koran which speak non-violence,
and there are many many more verses
in Koran which speak nothing but violence. Why is it so? Because when
Mohammed, the prophet of Allah,
when he was poor, when he was needy,
when he has no manpower, that time he
was teaching gentle things, non-violence, don’t do this, don’t do that, but
when he became powerful he has army,
then he was receiving new revelation.”
“So (the Koran) states there’s no
compulsion in religion so Muslims can
show you, look Koran sees wonderful
things and there’s no room for violence, and it’s true Koran does teach.
Why? Because at that time Mohammed
was not a very powerful man, he is not
a big army, so it was a different type
teaching that time.”

of the life of Mohammed shows that
when he was in a weak political position
he was peaceful and tolerant, but when
he gained political power he became
more violent and intolerant. Integral to
this transition was the progressive revelation of the principles of jihad. The
respondents will say that these views
have been held by Muslim scholars. The
respondents will say that the pattern of
Mohammed’s life can and does influence Muslims to adopt as a matter of
doctrine more peaceful, tolerant strategies of co-existence when they are in a
weaker political position, and more violent and intolerant strategies when the
Muslim community achieves greater
political dominance.
Further to the preceding paragraph,
the respondents say that it is in the public interest, and in accordance with a
legitimate religious purpose, that these
perspectives on Mohammed’s life be
studied.
Further to paragraph 11, they deny
that the things said by the third respondent (Scot) constitute vilification and
say quotations 11(a) and 11(b) are reasonable things to say concerning the
life of Mohammed.
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War of ideas
The insights of an Islamic fundamentalist into Christianity.

W

here have all the thinkers
gone? That’s the question
posed by Paul Berman,
American journalist, and
author of the book Terror and Liberalism
(W.W. Norton, 2003). Berman’s analysis
of the Bush administration’s “war on terror” was recently summarised in the
Good Weekend magazine in the Sydney
Morning Herald and Age (“The
Terrorist’s Philosopher”, 11 October
2003) – and his call for reflection is
worth hearing.
Berman argues that the writings of
Islamic philosopher Sayyid Qutb, hanged
by Egyptian President Nasser in 1966, are
the philosophical basis of Al Qaeda and
all Islamic terrorism. As long as we
assume that the anti-Western, anti-secularist movement sweeping the Muslim
world is driven by a simple hatred, or perhaps by economic jealousy, we’ll be
unable to engage with the real issues shaping the world. The fact is, claims Berman,
Qutb’s philosophical works provide a
basis for the terrorist wing of Islamic fundamentalism that’s both coherent and
sophisticated.
“Qutb is not shallow,” says Berman.
“Qutb is deep. In the Shade of the Koran is
a masterwork, in its fashion. Al Qaeda
and its sister organisations are not merely
popular, wealthy, global, well-connected
and institutionally sophisticated. These
groups stand on a set of ideas, too… the
ideas are powerful. We should have
known that, of course. But we should
have known many things.”

Q

utb combined a traditional Islamic
education (he memorised the Koran
by age 10) with a top class secular education; he earned a masters degree in the
United States in the late 1940s. In the
early 1950s, says Berman, Qutb returned
to Egypt with the goal of turning Islam
into a political movement to create a new
society, to be based on ancient Koranic
principles. The ancient Caliphate would
be restored as a theocracy, strictly
enforcing Sharia, the legal code of the
Koran.
Berman’s retelling of Qutb’s analysis
of the depravity of western secularism is

Phil
Campbell
compelling. “Qutb wrote that, all over the
world, humans had reached a moment of
unbearable crisis,” says Berman. “The
human race had lost touch with human
nature. Man’s inspiration, intelligence and
morality were degenerating into an
unhappiness unrelieved by drugs, alcohol
and existentialism.”
Qutb admired economic productivity
and scientific knowledge. But he did not
think that wealth
and science were
rescuing
the
Qutb human race. On
argued that the contrary, the
Christendom richest countries
created a were the unhappi“hideous est of all.” Why?
According to
schizophrenia”
Berman,
Qutb
between sacred
sheets the blame
and secular.
to
ancient
Jerusalem. While
Judaism rightly
instructed man on how to behave in every
sphere of life by obeying a system of
divinely mandated laws, the code of
Moses withered into what he called “a system of rigid and lifeless ritual”. Jesus proposed a few useful reforms, along with an
admirable new spirituality – but due to
squabbles with the Jews, his followers
ultimately went too far in rejecting the
Jewish teachings, importing Greek philosophy into their teachings in place of the
Jewish legal system, which so effectively
regulated “every jot and tittle of daily
life”. Spiritual existence was therefore
completely separated from physical life –
creating a “zone of pure spirit”.
It got worse. Constantine’s conversion
of the Roman Empire to Christianity in
the fourth century was seen as pure
hypocrisy. The rise of monastic asceticism
in response further breached the physicalspiritual divide. In short, Qutb argued
that Christendom created a “hideous
schizophrenia” between sacred and secu-
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lar, which lies at the root of the problems
of Western civilisation.
“Everything that Islam knew to be one,
the Christian Church divided into two.
And, under these terrible pressures, the
European mind finally split asunder. It
was the fateful divorce between the sacred
and the secular,” writes Berman.
A brief Culture Watch column is certainly not the place for a penetrating and
useful analysis of the work of either Qutb
or Berman. There will be Christian readers who endorse the Muslim critique of
“Christendom” with a hearty cheer. Some
will yearn for a return to the sort of “law”
that dictates every jot and tittle of our
daily lives – as if that’s the missing bridge
between secular and sacred.
But it seems to me that, properly
understood, Jesus was holding forth a far
better offer… an offer of hearts that worship God in “Spirit and in truth”, of a worship that invades everyday life and makes
our every well-considered action an act of
“living sacrifice”.

T

he sacred-secular divide is bridged
not by Sharia law or even Mosaic
Law, but by God’s Spirit living in the
hearts of His redeemed people – who are
whole hearted about “keeping in step
with the Spirit”.
Berman’s final appeal is heartfelt. He
says, “But who will speak of the sacred
and the secular, of the physical world and
the spiritual world? Who will defend liberal ideas against the enemies of liberal
ideas? Who will defend liberal principles
in spite of liberal society’s failures?
President George W. Bush, in his speech
to Congress a few days after the
September 11 attacks, announced that he
was going to wage a war of ideas. He has
done no such thing. He is not the man
for that. Philosophers and religious leaders will have to do this on their own. Are
they doing so? Armies are in motion, but
are the philosophers and religious leaders, the liberal thinkers, likewise in
motion?”
I suspect we’re not. Let’s begin.
Phil Campbell is the editor of Culture
ap
Watch.
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Letters
Well dressed but humble

E

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at
South Yarra Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 6.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!

Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445
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tions. The real problem with these externals is the temptation of pride that comes
with them. Ultimately, it is character that
counts. Do our ministers/pastors have a
servant’s attitude? Are they humble
(verses 11 and 12)? These virtues are
those that should describe our leaders.

I

read with interest two letters in the
October issue about the traditions of the
Presbyterian Church. One writer advocates a return to the clerical dress/garb
and another calls for a move away from
the clerical title of Reverend. Does the
Bible have any teaching to help us understand this area?
In Matthew 23:1-12, Jesus gave some
warnings to the religious leaders of his
time and it is worth our effort to note
these warnings. Importantly, verse 3 gives
a key of how we should judge our ministers. It is not the outward appearance but
whether their practice matches their
preaching. Jesus next lists what external
traps should be avoided.
First it is their clothing: “For they
make their phylacteries broad and their
fringes long” (verse 4). Second it is their
positions: “and they love the place of honour at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues” (verse 6). Third it is their titles:
“But you are not to be called rabbi, for
you have one teacher, and you are all
brothers” (verse 8).
I have no problems with our ministers/pastors if they wear the clerical garb,
or sit on the preacher’s seat, or are called
Reverend. Likewise I have no issues even
if they choose not to follow these tradi-

T

Benjamin Ho
South Yarra, Vic

Inductive is reductive

Tbiblehe study
article recommending the inductive
method (AP, October) needs
a cautionary statement. It depends on
who you talk to as what meaning is
assigned to the term “inductive”, but too
often it commends a constrained and
unnatural methodology.
Inductive may mean reductive. Take
for instance the instructions given to leaders of the Lifeguide Bible Study series.
The leader’s note 13 says “stick to the passage under consideration. It should be the
source for answering the questions.
Discourage the group from unnecessary
cross-referencing. Likewise, stick to the
subject and avoid going off at tangents”.
This is a radically circumscribed
approach, differing altogether from the
pattern set by Jesus on the Emmaus road,
Phillip conversing with the Ethiopian
eunuch (why didn’t he stick with Isaiah?),
or the Berean Christians, who “searched
the Scriptures” in order to confirm the
apostle’s teaching. It is impossible to
understand vast portions of God’s word
without comparing what is said in one
place with what the Spirit has revealed
elsewhere in the word. Any study method
that precludes the systematic and careful
comparison of scripture with scripture is
bound to lead to all sorts of extravagances
and delusions.
Neil Mansfield
Longford, Vic

On the go

F

rom 18 August to 9 September I had
the opportunity to do medical aid work in
Iraq with Humedica. Despite the recent
war, our area of the country was pretty
much up and going. We were stationed in
Kurdistan but worked mostly with Arabic
people still living in the area. We felt relatively safe in spite of the violence in
Baghdad and close at hand. I was part of a
team of 11.
Our daily routine was as follows:
7:30am breakfast; 8am, pick up translators

and set off for various villages in a radius of
up to 2.5 hours off road from our base
camp; 11am to 3 or 4pm, consultation with
patients – mostly women and children.
Thankfully, we had only two emergencies,
a snakebite and a boy who fell and cut the
corner of his eye (he needed only sutures).
Cases that needed surgery or laboratory
investigations were referred to city hospitals which we were pleased to be advised
were quite good. Day time temperatures
were between 48 and 52 degrees C.
The villagers served us tea but we
didn’t encourage lunch as it was time-consuming and we always wanted to be back
at our secure base before dark. By 7pm,
back to base and have supper which was
anything from Western to Kurdish; 8 to
10pm, chat, watch the news, reflect on the
day, and fill up our medical boxes with
supplies needed for the next day and then
sleep!
Two of the translators – one a doctor
and the other a teacher – were Christians.
One was experiencing difficulties as she
was the only Christian in her family, while
the other’s family was very supportive.
The Christian Church in Kurdistan has
much freedom, although a Muslim
extremist groups did kill a Christian while
we were there.
I praise God for the opportunity to
serve Him in Iraq. The Lord willing, next
stop will be Liberia in Africa. I will be
involved in medical aid work in Monrovia
for six months again with Humedica.
Please pray for safety and that much good
would be done for the glory of God.
Anna Cilliers,
South Yarra, Vic

Ministry
Vacancy
For an outreach-minded
family-oriented
pastor-teacher,
biblically sound and
culturally relevant.
Atherton
Presbyterian Church
(on the beautiful Atherton
Tablelands North Qld.)
Enquiries: 07 4095 3063
email: cufflink@tpg.com.au
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reformation and revival in this land of
some 5 million people.
NOVEMBER 2003
21 An eternal impact on many lives of
the Christian witness during the
Rugby World Cup including the distribution of special literature.
22 The new Reforming Alliance within
the Uniting Church as it works to
respond to “the spiritual malaise within
the UCA” and publishes results of a
survey of the attitude of UCA church
councils towards the UCA Assembly
“homosexual ordination” decision.
23 The vacant Coorparoo parish southern
Brisbane, including Mcgregor; (about
100 c&a (communicants and adherents), 25 yf (younger folk – Sunday
School and youth) and 10 e (elders).
The children involved in
BATSgrammes (Bible Activity TimeS).
24 Pray for spiritual fruit from the
Jumpstart Schoolies Week Camp from
today until Friday on North
Stradbroke Island, Qld.
25 As Ramadan ends pray that many
Muslims throughout the world will
respond to the true revelation of the
Living God in Jesus His Son.
26 Tocumwal-Finley parish southern
NSW including Berrigan; (about 115
c&a, 55 yf and 9 e). Pray for Philip
Carter and the filling of the vacancy.
27 Elspeth Slater APWM / SIM worker
from Canterbury, Melbourne, serving
in Burkina Faso, West Africa, ministering particularly to pastors’ families.
28 Chatswood parish northern Sydney
including Lane Cove; with about 115
c&a, 25 yf and 15 e. Jeff and
Carmelina Read, and Warren Esdale as
he assists as outreach worker.
29 Presbytery of Flinders, Southern
Melbourne; 11 parishes and 1 home
mission station totaling 18 congregations with 1130 c&a; 1 missionary, 3
retired ministers, 2 under jurisdiction;
Ian Brown clerk.
30 Pray for the Church of Scotland (1530
congregations, 615,000 members) and
other Scottish denominations – for

DECEMBER
1 Whyalla parish home mission station;
with about 40 c&a and 3e. Vacant –
pray for the Moderator John Campbell
and preachers (mainly the elders).
2 Bexley-Rockdale parish; with 2 congregations containing about 95 c&a,
50 yf and 4 e. Ewen and Elizabeth
Brown.
3 The students and their families at
Talua Ministry training Centre, Santo,
Vanuatu, and good use of Bislama
Bibles and other materials provided by
Australian PWMUs.
4 David and Maxine Cook (SMBC
Croydon) and Ian and Robyn Stewart
(Tahlee) teaching in NSW Bible
Colleges; also the graduating students
and new applicants for training in 2004.
5 Ann Street parish Brisbane
(Queensland’s oldest – 1857); with
about 150 c&a and 25 yf and the
elders including 5 newly inducted.
Archie and Heather MacNicol.
6 Moss Vale home mission station in the
NSW southern highlands, including
Berrima, Bundanoon and Burrawang;
with about 100 c&a, 15 yf and 11 e.
Vacant – pray for the Moderator and
preachers.
7 Bob and Beverley Harvey APWM /
WEC workers (since 1967) from
Annerley, Brisbane leading the Latin
American ministry of WEC working
from Southern Mexico (formerly in
Brazil).
8 Presbytery of Mowbray, southern
Brisbane including the Gold Coast; 11
parishes and 10 home mission station
totaling 28 congregations with 2100
communicants and adherents; 2 theological teachers, 1 welfare chaplain, 1 minister at large, 9 retired ministers, 2 theological candidates; Frank White clerk.
9 Williamstown parish western
Melbourne; with about 60 c&a, 15 yf
and 4 e. Bruce and Cherie Riding.
10 Residents and staff of the new
Alexandra Gardens aged care facility
at Rockhampton, and the other Qld

11

12

13

14

15
16

17

18

19
20

PresCare facilities at Morrison Park
(Rockhampton), Groundwater Lodge
(Maryborough), Roslyn Lodge (Mt
Tamborine), St. Micahel’s (Ipswich).
Rockingham home mission station,
southern Perth; Paul and Dawn
Bloomfield, the elders giving oversight, all attenders and young people.
The Christmas in the Parkland outreach by Presbyterian Youth in Roma
Street Amphitheatre Brisbane tomorrow night.
St Andrews Rockhampton church,
Queensland; with about 120 c&a, 75
yf and 10 e. Charlie and Marion
Kennedy and Tony Salechic; it has
moved from its 1894 building with
structural problems into new facilities,
a converted cinema complex.
Waratah-Mayfield home mission station
Newcastle NSW; with about 35 c&a and
8 e. Vacant – pray for the Moderator E.
John Campbell and preachers.
Janet Cowden APWM / WBT worker
from Drouin ,Vic. serving as librarian
and archivist for Wycliffe since 1972.
Peter and Merilyn Playsted beginning
ministry in Castle Hill parish NW
Sydney; with about 155 c&a, 12 yf
and 11 e; and the far northern NSW
charge of Lismore now vacant.
The Leigh parish near Geelong, Vic.
comprising Inverleigh, Shelford and
Teesdale; with about 100 c&a, 15 yf
and 7 e. Vacant – pray for the Interim
Moderator and preachers and filling of
the vacancy.
Presbytery of the Hawkesbury, western Sydney; 15 parishes and 7 home
mission stations totaling 26 congregations with 2480 c&a; 1 deaconess, 1
hospital chaplain, 2 workers among
koori (aboriginal) people, 6 retired
ministers, 1 under jurisdiction, 4 theological candidates; Mick Quirk clerk.
Michael Graham APWM worker from
South Yarra, Melbourne serving in the
USA in an itinerant teaching ministry.
John and Pat Warner APWM / SIM
workers from Capalaba, Brisbane
serving among Somali people in
Sydney and beyond, including revision
of the Somali Bible.
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Books
Humbled but Hopeful
The Journey of the
Presbyterian Church
PCNSW
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

O

O

K
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Antinori – have been quick to make
aggressive and well-publicised claims on
the issue.
Dr Eryl Davies has written a helpful
booklet, cum evangelistic tract, on the
issue. He makes the crucial points that
life begins at conception, all human life is
in God’s image, God instituted marriage
for procreation, and with cloning there is
a real threat to one’s sense of individuality. For a short biblical treatment of this
topic, Dr Davies’ booklet is recommended.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP

Tvisionhis video/pamphlet
pack unfolds the
statement of the PCNSW in an
interesting, helpful and thought-provoking way. Its origins lie in a number of challenges that have faced the largest of the six
state churches in the past two or three
years. With all productions such as these
some could quibble over this or that
detail, but in doing so much that is good
would be missed.
Nevertheless we must remember that
our mission is still to “...Jerusalem,
Judea/Samaria and to the ends of the
earth...” and not simply “...Jerusalem”. It
is a highly creative reasource of the kind
we have come to appreciate in recent
timeS from the rising generation of new
leaders in the PCNSW, and the very fact
that it could be produced at all is surely a
sign of hope.
Get it and work through it if you’ve
not done so already.
Available from Presbyterian Christian
Education, PCNSW Church Office (02
9690 9333)
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Human Cloning – Right
or Wrong?
Eryl Davies
Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2003
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

C

loning made headlines in 1997 with
the appearance of the sheep Dolly. The
experiment was hardly a resounding
success, and poor Dolly died a diseased
wreck in early 2003. However, the possibility of human cloning has been
raised, and some – such as the Raelian
cult and the Italian scientist Severino

Finding God in
Unexpected Places

On music, Yancey is sympathetic to C.
S. Lewis’ view that hymns are “fifth-rate
poems set to sixth-rate music” – but that
is a good thing, designed to humble us
and make us more cooperative with others.
Yancey is better at sensitivity than incisiveness. He likes talking to Jews and
Muslims in New Orleans, but says little
about presenting the gospel to them. He
praises Catholic prayers, and he admires
Billy Graham’s capacity for peace-making.
Again, one would like him to anchor his
comments more in a clear presentation of
the gospel.
For all these criticisms, Finding God in
Unexpected Places is as stimulating a read
as Yancey’s other works, but manages to
be less self-conscious and aggrieved.
There is much to enjoy and ponder on in
the book.

Philip Yancey
London: Hodder and Stoughton, 2002.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

P

An A-Z of Christian
Faith and Experience

hilip Yancey has a talent for writing on
unexpected subjects, and does so with the
deft touch of an experienced story-teller.
He is prepared to take up his pen on just
about any topic, and there are a host of
suggestive thoughts thrown out for the
reader to catch and digest. He cites J. D.
Unwin’s study of 86 societies where it was
concluded that “In human records there is
no instance of a society retaining its
energy after a complete new generation
has inherited a tradition which does not
insist on pre-nuptial and post-nuptial continence”.
Then there are a fascinating few pages
on the tedium and isolation associated
with being a writer, and an eye-opening
section on the Never-Never Land of
Religious Media.
There is a built-in artificiality with television, and Christian television is no more
able to escape it than anybody else.
Unlike Tony Campolo, Yancey manages to avoid being 100 per cent predictable, and makes valiant efforts to
swim against the tide. Hence he is very
perceptive in his treatment of Russia’s
spiritual condition, the threat of genetic
engineering, and the banality of modern
culture. He is not afraid to mock the
British Museum Library for solemnly
displaying the scrawled original of the
Beatles’ hit I wanna hold your hand. He
also points out the unfashionable fact
that divorce is almost as unhealthy to
men as smoking a pack of cigarettes a
day.

J. Graham Miller
Banner of Truth Trust, Edinburgh, 2003.
Reviewed by Bob Thomas

T

he Lord continues to use Rev. Dr
Graham Miller, now in his 90th year. This
collection of quotable quotes, compiled
during the course of a long and energetic
ministry is the third such volume published by the Trust, taking its place alongside The Treasury of His Promises and
Calvin’s Wisdom.
Wisdom is gleaned from the writings
of 122 Christian leaders from across the
ages and arranged alphabetically by topic.
Christians who desire a little help in
understanding particular aspects of their
faith and practice, preachers looking for a
succinct quote to drive home a point, editors of parish magazines who need a
“filler” will all find great value in this volume.
One quote, taken randomly from the
several hundred contained in this book,
will illustrate the point: “We shall never be
fit for the service of God if we look not
beyond this fleeting life” (John Calvin on
Eternity).
As a bonus, Iain Murray’s introduction
and Graham Miller’s own foreword give
insights into the work of the ministry that
will enrich the reader’s understanding and
practice of it.
Bob Thomas is minister of St Kilda
Presbyterian Church, Vic.
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The real deal
Time for a spiritual health check

T

hings are not always as they seem.
To take an oft-quoted simple
example, the oar in the water
appears bent but we know that it
is not. In other matters, gauging what is
true and what is counterfeit can be more
serious and more difficult.
Helen Darville presented herself as a
Ukrainian survivor named Helen
Demidenko in order to write The Hand
That Signed the Paper and win the Miles
Franklin Award.
Indeed, there have been quite a number
of cases of award-winning artistic deception. The Aboriginal painter Eddie Burrup
was revealed (by herself, no less) to be a
white woman, Elizabeth Durack, while the
Aboriginal author Wanda Koolmatrie is
actually a white man, Leon Carmen.
Perhaps the best-known example concerns the Ern Malley poems. In 1944 Max
Harris, the editor of the avant-garde magazine Angry Penguins, received a letter
signed by Ethel Malley, enclosing two
poems supposedly by Ern Malley, her
recently-deceased brother. Ern was said to
have been a mechanic and insurance agent
who wrote poetry on the side.
Harris thought that he had stumbled
upon a modern poet of great genius, until
it was revealed that James McAuley and
Harold Stewart had concocted the masterpieces together in an afternoon, culling
random quotations and misquotations
from various books. The mysterious lines
– one example is “The black swan of trespass on alien waters” – were in fact more
meaningless than mysterious. Modern
poetry was being satirised, but its devotees missed the point.

W

e need to recognise that there are
counterfeits too in Christianity.
There is such a thing as a counterfeit faith.
The apostle Paul told the wayward
Corinthian Christians: “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith;
test yourselves. Do you not realise that
Christ Jesus is in you – unless, of course,
you fail the test?” (2 Cor. 13:5). Paul
implies that there may have been professing Christians in the church at Corinth
who were not really Christians at all.
Jesus too tells us that there will be

Peter
Barnes
many who come forward at the Last Day
thinking that they have done marvellous
things for Christ, but He will disown
them (Mt. 7:21-23).
In John 2:23-25, John refers to people
who saw the miracles of Jesus, and who
believed in Christ because of those miracles, yet we read that Jesus did not trust
them. They had a kind of faith in Christ,
not the kind that won Jesus’ approval.
Another
example can be
Barbara found in Acts
Thiering 8:12-23. Simon
admires Jesus. obviously made a
Is that what it profession of
which
means to faith
believe in impressed Philip
Christ? enough to baptize him. Yet
Peter has some
severe words to say to him later. Simon is
said to be “in the gall of bitterness and
bondage of iniquity”.
All of this can be a worry. Some people
base their hope of heaven on the fact that
they were healed of some disease (so God
must be looking favourably upon them)
or they may have had a near-death experience where they saw a white light and felt
a beautiful sense of God’s presence. Or
perhaps they have done a great work for
God. Such experiences may or may not
mean something.
How, then, can I tell if my faith is genuine? I do believe I am a sinner, I do
believe that Jesus is the Lord from heaven,
I do believe that He died to satisfy the justice of God, and that He rose from the
dead, never to die again.
But can I rest easy in that? First John
raises three tests:
Do you believe that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh? “This is how you can
recognise the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God” (1 Jn 4:2).
Barbara Thiering says she admires
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Jesus as a great man. Is that what it means
to believe in Christ? The Jehovah’s
Witnesses say that He is the highest of the
angels. Is that right? No, to believe in
Christ is to believe in the right Christ, the
one made known in Scripture. He is the
Word made flesh (Jn 1:14). He was in
heaven. He was with God and was God,
but He became a man to save man. So He
has two natures – a human and a divine.
To believe in Christ Jesus is to trust the
right Christ.
Do you want to obey God’s commandments? “We know that we have
come to know Him if we obey His commands” (1 Jn 2:3-4). This means that you
must find within yourselves a deep desire
to obey God.
You want to worship Him, you want to
know His word, you want to be what
pleases Him. He has spoken on matters
where the world today simply ridicules the
Christian position, such as on sex before
marriage. You can go with the flow of the
world, or you can bow to God’s will. I am
not speaking about what can be forgiven –
all sins can be forgiven. But how do you
know that God has made you His own?
One of the tests is a real, albeit imperfect
obedience to His commandments.

D

o you love the people of God? “If
anyone says, I love God, yet hates his
brother, he is a liar … Whoever loves God
must also love his brother” (1 Jn 4:20-21).
The hateful, surly, spiteful person who is
always taking offence at everything, who
runs everybody else down in a bad way,
who must always hold centre stage, who is
selfish and self-centred, has no real reason
to believe that he or she is a Christian.
Let me finish with the words of John
Newton: “If I ever reach heaven I expect
to find three wonders there: first, to meet
some I had not thought to see there; second, to miss some I had thought to meet
there; and third, the greatest wonder of
all, to find myself there.” If you find
God’s grace amazing, if it humbles you,
and makes you gracious and obedient in
response, those are good signs.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.

