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editorial
n 1976 Harold Lindsell, a leading American evangelical,
lit the fuse of a powder keg the blast of which tore
through the evangelical world. There were many casualties, mostly bruised scholarly egos, whose concessions to modern biblical criticism were mercilessly dragged
into the full view of an unsuspecting church. Lindsell had
been accumulating damning evidence of theological defections for some time, and decided the hour had come to
sound the alarm and put the church on “full alert”. The battle to be fought was over “inerrancy” – the claim that the
Bible doesn’t make mistakes.
The issue of inerrancy is not new. Many assume the concept is a recent invention, foisted on the church by the Old
Princeton School and modern fundamentalists. But Carl
Henry, a leading theologian, was closer to the mark when he
said about inerrancy, “It was Jesus’ view, and that of the apostles, and of the Church fathers…” At its heart, the doctrine of
inerrancy affirms that the Bible is free from error in all it
affirms, whether in matters of theology, history or the natural
world. The question we must answer is this: Are we justified
in claiming this high degree of perfection in Scripture, or are
we actually going beyond what it affirms concerning its own
authority?
While the term “inerrancy” is not actually used in the
Bible, the idea flows logically from the doctrine of the inspiration of Scripture. The term “inspiration” means that the
words of the Bible are, in fact, the words of God (2 Tim 3:16).
And since God is a God of truth, the doctrine of inspiration
guarantees that the Bible would not mislead us by the introduction of error on any subject on which it purports to teach.
Naturally, we are not surprised when the Bible makes this
claim for itself (Psalm 18:30; 119:60).
Jesus believed in inerrancy. He told the Pharisees that the
“Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). God’s reputation
is on the line in the Bible. Is He a sovereign God of truth or
not? If the Scripture, as it was written in the original manuscripts, contains errors, then Jesus was wrong. Have we
realised the implications of this for our view of Jesus Christ?
If He can’t be trusted for revelation, can He be trusted for salvation?
Peter Hastie ap
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Simply inspired
Make no mistake, the Bible is fully trustworthy.

ohn D. Woodbridge is research professor of church history and the history of Christian thought at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School in
Deerfield, Illinois. He also serves as senior
editor of Christianity Today.
Since 1989 Woodbridge has also taught
as visiting professor of history at
Northwestern University. In 1965 he was
awarded a Fulbright fellowship.
His areas of expertise include evangelicalism, fundamentalism, the history of the
Bible’s authority, the French enlightenment and religion, the French Huguenots,
and the origins of higher criticism. He
speaks fluent French.
Dr Woodbridge has written several
books, including The History of Biblical
Authority (Zondervan, 1982), The
Evangelicals (Abingdon, 1975), and Revolt
in Prerevolutionary France: The Conspiracy
of the Prince de Conti Against Louis XV
(1755-1757) (Johns Hopkins, 1995). He
also frequently writes and edits books with
his faculty colleague, D. A. Carson. One
of these is Scripture and Truth (Zondervan,
1983). He has received four Gold
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John Woodbridge
talks to

Peter Hastie
Medallion Awards for his works related to
Christian history and biography.
Dr Woodbridge and his wife, Susan,
live in Lake Forest, Illinois. Peter Hastie
interviewed him in his office at Trinity in
north Chicago.

Some say the Scripture debates of the
past 120 years among evangelicals,
especially Presbyterians, have been a
complete waste of time. Is the battle
over the Bible worth fighting?
Yes, it certainly has been a worthwhile
struggle. There are a number of very
important things at stake if a high view of
Scripture disappears in our churches. The
first thing that’s terribly important is the
fact that the Bible is, from an evangelical
perspective, the very Word of God. It is
God’s written revelation. If we as evangelicals have a diminished view of Scripture,
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then obviously our knowledge of God is
placed at risk. We lose the possibility of
having fully reliable knowledge about
Him. The Bible can only remain our final
authority for faith and practice and source
of devotions while we remain convinced
through the witness of the Holy Spirit
that it’s the revealed Word of God.
Anyone who understands these issues
realises that they are hardly trivial or silly.

Why is it so important? You talk
about a loss, what sort of loss?
It is a loss of knowledge about God
and direction for living. Without written
revelation from God we are really left to
our own devices to try and figure out the
meaning of life.
Further, we have no objective basis on
which to make value judgments. We are
lacking an authority in such situations. I
believe that the Christian faith stands out
from all humanly derived philosophies in
that it claims to be a revelation from God.
The Bible tells us it comes from God who
knows the meaning of life and how we are
meant to live. Philosophy, in all its differ-

ent forms, can offer only educated guesses
regarding the meaning of life. So there’s a
lot at stake for us as believers as we grapple
with the status and authority of Scripture.
Why? Because we affirm that it’s Godgiven revelation that is truthful regarding
our salvation and how we ought to live.
In addition, there is the issue of Christ
and His claims. If Christ is really God in
the flesh, then what He says about
Scripture is very important. In my view,
we put our allegiance to Christ in jeopardy if we do not accept His view of
Scripture. There was a faculty member
here at Trinity who for many years taught
the introductory courses in Scripture. He
used to encourage each student to try and
establish from Scripture what Christ’s
view of Scripture was. In fact, that simple
exercise turned out to be a decisive
moment for many of his students
because, as he used to say, “if you’re a follower of Christ, it’s essential to have his
view of Scripture”. And Christ’s view of
Scripture was very high, indeed.
Again, I think it’s important to stress
that upholding the traditional position on
biblical authority involves far more than
simply defending a particular apologetic
point of view. Our ultimate concern is one
of discipleship. It’s an issue of submission
and obedience. Are we prepared to follow
Christ in his views on the Bible? I don’t
want to give the impression that a defence
of biblical authority is simply a last ditch
effort to uphold Holy Scripture as one of
the main pillars of western civilisation.
We’re talking about matters of great
moment including our Christian discipleship.

What is the historic Christian view of
the trustworthiness of the Bible?
One of the things of which we can be
assured is that orthodox Christians have
believed in the trustworthiness of the
Bible. There’s some debate over exactly
what trustworthiness means, but from an
historical point of view it’s the view that
Holy Scripture is truthful in all that it
intends to affirm. In other words, it
speaks the truth on whatever area of
knowledge it is purporting to address. The
notion of “truthfulness” covers not only
matters relating to salvation and doctrine,
but also matters touching upon history,
the real or natural world, and other areas
of life the Bible broaches.
This view of the Bible has been held in
each age of church history. For instance, at
the time of the Reformation in 1518 there
was an interesting debate on the concept of
the truthfulness of the Bible between a

prominent Catholic theologian, Johannes
Eck, and the Catholic humanist scholar
Erasmus. The issue they were debating was
whether Matthew had conceivably made an
error in the text of Scripture as a result of
his alleged faulty memory. Erasmus had
suggested that such a thing was possible
but Eck would have none of it.
His response to Erasmus was very
telling. He told him that what he had written about Matthew chapter 2 was offensive to Christians. In effect he said: “You
are suggesting that the evangelists wrote
like ordinary men. You claim that
Matthew failed to inspect the written
sources and wrote it relying on his memory. For this reason he made a mistake.
Listen,
dear
Erasmus, do you
suppose
any
We put our
Christian will
allegiance
patiently endure
to Christ in
to be told that
jeopardy if we
the evangelists
do not accept
made a mistake
His view of
and that their
Scripture.
gospels are full
of errors?” The
point Eck is
making is this: if the authority of Holy
Scripture is shaky at this point, can any
other passage be free from the suspicion
of error? He referred to Augustine who
came to the same conclusion about the
Bible’s authority although he used a rather
more elegant chain of reason.
In other words, Eck took Erasmus to
task for saying that there was conceivably
an error in Scripture. Eck also claimed that
no Christian would allow Erasmus to get
away with this. And then he claimed
Augustine as his source for the Christian
view of Scripture in the Western church.
He did so with good reason. Augustine,
like many other church fathers, had a high
view of Scripture. He had also written on
some of the textual variations that we find
in the Gospels. And what Augustine says
is that the Scriptures are truthful. In fact,
he appeals to them in every way. For
instance, he says, “I have learned to yield
this respect and honour only to the
canonical books of Scripture. Of these
alone do I most firmly believe that the
authors were completely free from error.”
You will find the same witness to the
truthfulness of Holy Scripture right
throughout each period of church history.

What do we mean when we say that
the Bible is inspired?
Inspiration refers to the process
whereby the Holy Spirit came upon the

authors of Scripture and inspired them to
write in such a way that the actual written
words themselves, the end-product, are
ultimately the inspired Word of God.
Although the term “inspiration” refers
to the God-breathed nature of the written
text of Scripture, it’s important to remember that God used a number of different
ways to produce this result. On some
occasions the inspiration is so direct that
God actually dictates things. That seems
to be the case with some portions of
Jeremiah, for instance (Jer 36:1-4).
However, God uses other processes as
well. For instance, as a sign of his wonderful condescension and accommodation he
uses particular men from diverse cultures
to write for him. We have the residue of
their humanness reflected in their writing
styles so that the Bible contains both the
human and divine elements.
I mention the different ways in which
the divine process of inspiration takes
place because people often accuse those of
us who believe in the inerrancy and infallibility of Scripture of believing only in the
dictation theory of inspiration. It’s an
ungrounded charge, however. These critics reject any notion of “dictation” outright because when they examine the
Bible, they see the impress of the writers’
humanity on its contents. “Ah ha,” they
say, “case closed” against evangelicals
whom they presume only uphold a dictation theory. They choose not to acknowledge the point that most Evangelicals
recognise God uses a number of processes
in His work of inspiration, not just dictation.
Having said this, I wish to note a special process that God uses in the writing
of Scripture. Theologians call it divine
accommodation. It means that God
speaks to us in such a way that He accommodates Himself to the weakness of our
understanding. For instance, Calvin talks
about how God lisps to us in Scripture –
He speaks in ways we can understand.
We should also recall that Scripture
teaches its very words are inspired.
Sometimes people who describe themselves as Protestant liberals are only prepared to talk about the Bible as being the
record of religious experience. But that’s a
deficient perspective.
In this regard I would highly recommend an article by Wayne Grudem in a
book that Dr Carson and I edited called
Scripture and Truth. Grudem shows quite
convincingly that when we are talking
about inspiration we’re not talking about
the experience of the writers per se; we’re
talking about the inspiration of Scripture
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that extends to its words and small details.
You know, some of the church fathers
understood so much better than we do
that these small details are often pregnant
with significance. Indeed, sometimes the
small details are very, very important.

Can you think of a number of important texts where this doctrine of
inspiration comes out in the Bible?
The obvious one is 2 Timothy 3:16 –
where Paul says all Scripture is inspired of
God. This is a reference to the Old
Testament that it is God-breathed. But it
should be recalled that in inspiring
Scripture, the Holy Spirit does not play
the human authors like a harp. Rather
their writings reflect their personalities
and literary skills. Nevertheless, the final
product (“all Scripture”), and this is the
thing that’s so marvelous, is God’s very
word. And because it’s God’s very word,
it has great power.
We musn’t forget that this understanding of Scripture has enormous implications for evangelism. The great evangelists
in the history of the church had this high
view of the inspiration of the Bible. With
this view of Scripture and the work of the
Holy Spirit as its author and illuminator,
they have been able to preach the Gospel
with enormous power.
One of the most impressive pieces I
ever saw, written by Billy Graham, came
out in 1956, in Christianity Today. The article was entitled “Biblical authority and
evangelism”. In the article Graham said
that he had been troubled by questions
about biblical authority and one evening
he went out into the wilds and put the
Bible on a stump and said “Lord, I accept
this on faith”. Then he goes on and says
that the Bible became like a sword in his
hand, or to change the metaphor, like a
fire. So we’re not just talking about little
academic issues of no real consequence for
the church’s life. The issue of inspiration
has to do with whether the Bible really is
the Word of God and whether it has the
power to reach people where they are.

How should we understand “infallibility” and “inerrancy” when applied
to the Bible?
Over the centuries the word “infallibility” is the word that has been traditionally
used in Roman Catholic and Protestant
theology. I have spent a good number of
years studying Catholic theology and
many Roman Catholic theologians have
agreed with Protestant scholars that the
Bible is infallible. The Protestant creeds
say that the Bible is infallible.
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The word “inerrancy” is a more recent
term and we lack a serious study on finding where it first appeared. It was certainly
used in the USA in the 19th century, so
the question comes up: “What are the
respective meanings of these two words
and what gave rise to the word
“inerrancy”?
In contemporary theology there are
some people who argue that inerrancy and
infallibility are referring to two different
things. For these folk infallibility refers to
the fact that the Bible is infallible in what
it tells us about faith and practice. In other
words, it is authoritative only when
speaking
about
spiritual issues.
These people are
usually critical of
the doctrine of
inerrancy, which
they define as
meaning that the
Bible speaks the
truth about issues
of Christian faith
and practice but also speaks without error
in what it teaches about history and the
natural world. So in contemporary discussions amongst certain folk, infallibility
and inerrancy do not mean the same
things.

So infallibility has a more restricted
use in the minds of some scholars.
They limit it to issues of faith and
practice as opposed to all knowledge.
Is that right?
That’s right, but I would argue that this
is an inappropriate way to use the word
infallible. Those who want to restrict the
meaning of “infallible” argue that the
Princeton theologians A.A. Hodge and
B.B. Warfield (they were Presbyterians, by
the way) created the doctrine of the
inerrancy of the original manuscripts of
Scripture to thwart the rising tide of
higher criticism. This happened in an article of 1881. Their critics claimed that the
Princeton theologians were engaged in a
clever apologetic dodge. If you could say,
for example, that there were no errors in
the original manuscripts but unfortunately we don’t have them, that’s a smart
side-step of the issue.
Quite a few scholars in the USA have
tried to portray biblical inerrancy as a doctrinal innovation of the late 19th century
introduced by the Princeton school. They
prefer the revised notion of infallibility
because it allows them to affirm what they
want to affirm about salvation truths but
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then also work in higher criticism and
subscribe to an evolutionary theory of life
and religion. They say that there’s no
problem or negative entailments with this
view of infallibility because the purpose of
Scripture wasn’t to deal with issues of history and the real world.
So in the USA, particularly, there has
been a major move of people to take history and natural sciences off the table
when dealing with the truthfulness of
Scripture. It’s a very convenient way for
scholars to keep everyone happy. They can
say to their peers in the academy “I am a
very good academic because I can accept
the findings of higher criticism” and to all
their friends at church, “I stand with you
on all matters of faith and practice”. People
of good faith hold this stance for what
they consider are legitimate reasons, and
they argue them strenuously. But they are
on shaky historical ground. For instance,
Hodge and Warfield never mention the
word inerrancy in the 1881 article. They
use the traditional word, infallibility.
When you go back to the Reformation
period of the 16th and 17th centuries, it’s
true that outstanding Protestant theologians said that the Bible was an infallible
rule for faith and practice. But we must
remember the context in which they said
it. They were dealing with the position of
the Roman Catholic church which stipulated that the Bible alone was insufficient
to guide us to salvation. Catholic theology
taught that you also had to have tradition.
In other words, the arguments between
Catholics and Protestants in the 16th and
17th centuries were about fundamentally
different issues.
And as for the original manuscripts
hypothesis, there were numerous groups
of evangelicals here in the USA who
before 1881 talked about the original
autographs. This wasn’t peculiar to
Hodge and Warfield. They didn’t invent
the idea. In fact, you will find the same
discussion amongst Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, Pietists, and reformed theologians in the 17th century.
If you want to go back even earlier,
Augustine talks about the distinction
between “originals” and texts in hand as he
gives his definition of biblical or textual
criticism. He argues like this: “We have
before us a number of Scripture texts. In
some of the texts we have mistakes in
them. What we need to do is use our faculties to determine what was the original
text that lies behind the present ones that
have the apparent textual errors in them”.
There’s nothing underhanded about this
procedure. Textual critics who look at

other forms of literature do exactly the
same thing in trying to restore the original
text of their manuscripts. Sometimes people make mistakes when they are copying
out manuscripts by hand and we have
recognised procedures that can help us
establish what is probably the original text.

What of the argument that, as the
Bible never uses the words infallibility or inerrancy of its own authority,
they are artificial philosophical ideas
imposed on the Bible?
It’s true that the Bible doesn’t use the
words inerrancy or infallibility. But it
doesn’t use the word Trinity either, and
we would all agree that that’s a Scriptural
doctrine. Just because the exact words are
not there doesn’t mean that the concept
isn’t. Personally, I don’t find that a very
persuasive argument.
The other argument, however, is more
serious. I am talking about the claim that
infallibility and inerrancy connote views
of truth that are found in Greek philosophy or modern science but have little in
common with the notion of truth as it is
found in the Hebraic thought of the Bible.
Again, I am not convinced by the historical evidence that the Hebrews viewed
truth in ways that are radically different to
the Greeks. To be sure, the Hebrews may
have told more stories, or used different
literary forms to convey their ideas, but to
go on and argue that there is incommensurability between their views of truth is
not persuasive.
But then we come to the further question of why would words like infallibility
or inerrancy be used? If we assume that
God is the author of all truth and that the
text of the Bible is His out-breathed
Word, then we should conclude that the
Bible is truthful. For many, this syllogistic
argument is satisfactory. However, in
today’s world where people are much
more inductively oriented, there is a further question on the table. This is the
question: “Are the details of Scripture
accurate?” And so the word infallible
(used in the classical Protestant sense) is
completely valid because it deals with the
issue of whether those details are in fact
absolutely true.
So, at least to my mind, words like
“inerrancy” and “infallible” go well with
the needs of people, both in Augustine’s
day as well as in our own. They deal with
the question: “Does the Bible get things
right?” This is not a new issue, incidentally. Augustine had to deal with the subject of “inerrancy” in the preface to his
Harmony of the Gospels. He said that he

needed to show the harmony of the
Gospels because there were people raising
questions about the harmony in order to
attack the Christian religion outright. The
same thing happens today.

What issues have made the doctrine
of inerrancy so controversial for the
church?
In the USA in the last 20 years there
have been large movements of resistance
building against a bankrupt liberal theology. Some of our biggest denominations
which had gone in a liberal direction now
have leaders who embrace biblical
inerrancy. And these are very substantial
groups. For instance, the Southern
Baptists now generally assume the
inerrancy position and the impact of this
is enormous. They have a very powerful
group of churches.
The same thing happened in the 70s
when the Missouri Synod Lutherans went
back to the inerrancy position. The
impact of these major developments that
came
about
throughout the
70s and 80s is
In the history
now being felt.
of the church
An interesting
it’s often the
study was done
lay people
in the USA by a
who get things
remarkable sociright.
ologist named
Christian Smith
in the University
of North Carolina. He came out with a
book titled Evangelicalism: Embattled but
Thriving. In his book he did a survey of
evangelical lay people and fundamentalists,
as well as Roman Catholics and liberals.
And he found that among lay people the
doctrine of biblical inerrancy is upheld by
evangelicals at a rate of 97%, and the same
is true for the fundamentalists.
However, there is not as much certainty amongst evangelical intellectuals.
Here there is a lot more debate about the
validity of the doctrines of inerrancy and
infallibility. This is due to a couple of factors. The first one is that around 1980 Dr
George Marsden came out with a book on
the history of fundamentalism. In it he
argued that the idea of biblical inerrancy
was largely shaped by a number of philosophical currents that flowed into the US
in the 19th century.
One of these, the empirical approach
to science, stemmed from the influence of
Francis Bacon (1561-1621). There was
also the impact of Thomas Reid’s common-sense realism. Marsden claimed that
the combination of these philosophical

forces led to an emphasis on the detail and
truthfulness of Scripture. This allegedly
led both A.A. Hodge and Warfield in the
latter part of the 19th century to move
away from the idea of infallibility to create
the doctrine of inerrancy.
Marsden’s view now reigns within vast
swathes of the intellectual community,
whether evangelical or not. The result of
this has been that a lot of younger evangelical thinkers presently uphold the
errancy position whereas the vast majority
of evangelical lay people do not. My own
observation is that in the history of the
church it’s often the lay people who get
things right. So the emergence of George
Marsden’s work has been very significant,
at least here in the USA.
Another issue which has created problems, especially for intellectuals, is the socalled Fundamentalism Project of Prof
Marty and Scott Appleby. This wellfunded project argues that people who
have adopted inerrancy are the “pure”
fundamentalists. The authors have also
linked up American fundamentalists with
all other kinds of fundamentalists around
the world. This scares many people
because they assume that if you become
an “inerrantist”, you also become a “fundamentalist”, and therefore you might be
a reactionary and even tote a gun. It’s a
not-so-subtle smear. Those of us who
uphold inerrancy have to be clear that we
uphold the authority of Scripture and also
believe fully in the rights of conscience of
other people.
Unfortunately, in the global context,
the word fundamentalist is used to
describe radical religious extremists. Sadly,
the idea of inerrancy has been linked to
fundamentalism which casts it in a very
poor light for some younger evangelicals.
What I find troubling and unscholarly is
that rather than examining the truth claims
or validity of the position, they react
against inerrancy because of the emotional
connotations it evokes for them.
However, there are promising signs of
a resurgence of interest in the doctrine of
inerrancy amongst evangelicals. Many
young people are becoming Christians
today and are coming to places like
Trinity. They have been solidly converted.
It’s going to be hard for anyone to influence them in the direction of errancy
because one of the signs of the Spirit’s
work is that when you are converted your
trust in the Bible goes up. Now we’re seeing students here who are not “pro forma”
Christians who have come from Christian
homes. These people have no Christian
background. But they have an incredible
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hunger for the Gospel and a deep respect
for and confidence in Scripture. And I
would think the same thing is true among
young people in Australia.

Francis Schaeffer said inerrancy is a
defining issue for a person or church.
If you make the wrong choice it has
profound consequences for your life.
What are some of those consequences?
Francis Schaeffer is right in one sense,
but I would not agree with him in another.
I certainly agree that if you’re not an
inerrantist you can encounter major intellectual and spiritual problems. I think that
if you say that the Bible is not wholly
truthful, yet you claim to follow it, then
you have to set yourself up as the judge to
determine what is truthful or authentic
within it.
It’s also the case from an historical point
of view that when an individual or denomination abandons this high view of
Scripture, they may give up other doctrines
as well. Sometimes they move away from
orthodoxy altogether. I think that’s really
the thrust of what Schaeffer was saying.
However, I would differ from him in
this: he gives the impression that once a
person or institution abandons inerrancy,
then it’s an irreversible slide downhill.
However, as a historian, I am familiar with
instances where schools and people have
come back to a conservative position. I
guess the thing I fear about the notion of
an irreversible slide is that it suggests that
people can’t recover their former position.
But this overthrows the doctrine of God’s
omnipotence. The fact is that God can
work in people’s hearts and bring them
back. For instance, Yale College was an
evangelical college which sold out to
many Enlightenment views. However,
President Timothy Dwight came along in
1795 and Yale College did a complete
reversal and returned to the evangelical
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fold. The same is true for the Southern
Baptist seminaries and the Lutheran
Missouri Synod schools. So I don’t
believe giving up inerrancy begins a slide
that cannot be reversed.

What lessons can we learn from these
controversies over the Bible within
the church? Are there special lessons
for
theological
institutions?
Churches?
I think there are some important
lessons. First, small moves in theology can
initiate sweeping doctrinal changes at an
ecclesiastical level. For example, it may
seem as though we are dealing with just a
minor doctrinal issue, but the implications
of that point can turn out to be staggering.
Let me give you an instance. The
Presbyterian framers of the Auburn
Affirmation in
Small moves 1924 claimed that
while they were
in theology simply restating
can initiate doctrines in modsweeping ern terms, essendoctrinal tially they meant
changes at an the same thing as
ecclesiastical c o n s e r v a t i v e
level. Presbyterians.
However
the
result was ecclesiastical turmoil. Church history reminds us
that a small word, even a single letter, can
make all the difference between Jesus being
fully divine and not fully divine, as happened at the Council of Nicea. So although
we treasure tolerance in our world, we
nonetheless need to remember that we
can’t sweep heterodoxy under the rug and
hope it will go away.
Second, I think history supports the
proposition that if movements within the
church do not uphold the full authority of
Scripture, then they become theologically
unstable. Movements flying the banner
of errancy have not been especially spiritually vibrant in the history of the church.
Third, if individuals, schools and
movements abandon their belief in
inerrancy, reversals can take place. And
that can be very encouraging. I think it’s
unhelpful to use analogies like “irreversible downhill slides” because this suggests that a change of mind is impossible.
We certainly shouldn’t adopt a stance that
overwhelms our view of perseverance or
God’s omnipotence. Too often evangelicals give up on a situation too rapidly. The
better course may be to pray that God
would bring about reversals.
Fourth, if reversals take place they
seem to occur when, from a human point
of view at least, God lays upon men or
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women a vision for the reversal. For
instance, I think of the crisis in the
Lutheran Missouri Synod or among the
Southern Baptists. From a human point of
view, these changes came about because
courageous people worked hard for the
reversals. There is always a personal cost
involved, however.
Finally, it’s important to remember
that God often works with the little people … that is, the lay people. They often
have a far better understanding of the
Gospel in practical terms – reading the
Scriptures, experiencing God – than some
academics. Jonathan Edwards says that
one of the chief characteristics of someone who is to be used of God is humility.
Sometimes Christian academics become
proud of their knowledge. As academics
we need to be careful that this doesn’t
happen to us. Laypeople often know God
very well, better than we do. We all need
to walk humbly before God and before
our neighbors.

Are there any lessons here for church
courts or local congregations?
I think that one lesson for church
courts – presbyteries, synods or assemblies – is that they must be absolutely
loyal to the Word of God. My father was
one of the trial lawyers for Professor J.G.
Machen when theological liberals had him
defrocked for setting up an independent
missions board in the 1930s. I have the
trial transcript right here on my desk!
There was a lot of talk at Machen’s trial of
loyalty to the church and faithfulness to
the Scripture. But in the case of the liberals, faithfulness to the Scripture was
apparently not much more than political
rhetoric. After they accused Machen of
violating his ordination vows, they
wouldn’t let him defend himself from the
Scriptures. Church courts must respect
the Word of God.
At the same time, we must also be generous with lay people who may not initially express their beliefs about Scripture
in a theologically informed manner. In
this regard, I have been particularly
impressed with Jonathan Edwards’ book ,
Justification by Faith Alone, where in the
last page or so he reminds us that while
people’s expressions of doctrine may be
mistaken, their spiritual disposition
towards God may be marked by genuine
faith. He gives a number of examples of
lay people who don’t quite get doctrinal
expressions right, but he says that the
Lord knows their hearts. Nevertheless, he
is very tough on church leaders who teach
these “pernicious and fatal” things. It
seems to me that this is wise counsel. ap
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Inducted into grace
No one can study for you, but the rewards are boundless.

he Bible was written so that anyone who wants to know who God
is and how they are to live in a way
that pleases him can read it and
find out.
God wants to bring us into intimacy
with Himself. He wants to be a Father to
us. In order to have that relationship,
however, God has to talk to us. He wants
to explain to us who He is and how we
can be brought into a close, wonderful
relationship with Him. He also wants us
to understand the blessings of a life of
obedience to His Word and the consequences of disobeying Him. And He
wants us to know the truth about life and
what is going to happen in the future.
The Bible tells us everything we need
to know about life. That is why we need
to study it for ourselves.
There are many ways to study the
Bible, but the most important thing to
remember is that to find out what the
Bible says, we need to read it ourselves in
a way that will help us discover what it
says, what it means, and how we are to
apply it to our lives. And the best way to
do this is through the process called
inductive study. Inductive study doesn’t
tell us what the Bible means or what we
should believe. Instead, it teaches us a
method of studying God’s Word that can
be applied to any portion of Scripture at
any time for the rest of our lives.
The main requirement in learning to
study the Bible inductively is the willingness to slow down and really look at what
the Scripture is saying. That may not
sound too difficult, but in times like ours
it is probably the most difficult part of the
entire process.

T

I

nductive Bible study uses the Bible
itself as the primary source of information about the Bible. In inductive study
we personally explore the Scriptures apart
from conclusions Bible scholars and other
people have drawn from their study of the
Word. Though their labors are valuable,
research has shown time and time again
that people learn more and remember better when they enter into the process of
discovery for themselves. In inductive
study, commentaries, books, tapes, and
other information about the Bible are

Kay
Arthur
consulted only after we have made our
own thorough examination of the
Scripture. These, then, can serve as a
sounding board for our own observations
and conclusions.
Actually, we may already be familiar
with some of the principles of inductive
study. For example, if you have ever taken
any biology courses, you have studied
frogs, and you have probably done so
through observation.
To thoroughly study the frog, you first
go to a river or creek bank where frogs
live. You watch
their eggs hatch
and the tadpoles
The Bible tells
emerge. You see
us everything
their back and
we need to
front
legs
know about
develop
and
life. That is
grow, until they
why we need
look like frogs
and leave the
to study it for
water.
After
ourselves.
observing how
the
frogs
respond to their new life on land, you
catch one and observe it more closely.
Eventually you take it to the biology lab
where you dissect it to see how it looks on
the inside. Afterward, you read what
other biologists have learned about frogs
to see if your conclusions match.
Inductive study of the Bible involves
the same process: You begin with the
Bible, observe it in its environment, and
then take it apart so that you understand
it firsthand. Then, when you’ve seen or
discovered all you can on your own, you

compare your observations with those of
godly men and women who have written
about the Word down through the ages.
Now, it would be much easier to just sit
down and read a book about frogs in the
first place and forget about traipsing
through the marsh, wouldn’t it? But you
would end up with only second-hand
knowledge. You would know what others
have said about frogs, which might be
interesting and — you hope — true. But
you never would have had a personal
encounter with a frog.
Inductive Bible study draws you into
personal interaction with the Scripture
and thus with the God of the Scriptures so
that your beliefs are based on a prayerful
understanding and legitimate interpretation of Scripture—truth that transforms
you when you live by it.
If you are prepared to study inductively, the benefits will be beyond anything you have ever hoped could happen
in your own personal understanding of
the Word of God.

I

nductive Bible study consists of three
component parts, which we will look at
separately, but which frequently overlap in
practice. These three parts are observation, interpretation, and application.
Observation answers the question:
What does the passage say? It is the foundation that must be laid if you want to
accurately interpret and properly apply
God’s Word. Have you ever read a book,
chapter, or verse of the Bible and five minutes later been unable to remember anything you have read? So often we read the
Bible with our eyes but not with our
mind. There are several reasons for this.
Either
• We think God’s Word will magically
make an impression on us without any
effort on our part, or
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• We don’t really believe we can understand what we’ve read, or
• We are waiting for the pastor to teach on
this section of Scripture so we’ll know
what to believe.
Often, however, we forget what we have
read simply because we don’t know what
to look for in the text. Because observation
is discovering what the passage is saying, it
requires time and practice. You’ll discover
that the more you read and get to know a
book of the Bible, the more its truths will
become obvious to you. You’ll be awed at
the wealth of spiritual riches contained in
even the shortest books of the Bible — and
you will have discovered it yourself! You
will know that you know!
Interpretation answers the question:
What does the passage mean? And the basis
for accurate interpretation is always careful observation. Interpretation is the
process of discovering what the passage
means. As you carefully observe
Scripture, the meaning will become apparent. However, if you rush into interpretation without laying the vital foundation of
accurate observation, your understanding
will be coloured by your presuppositions
— what you think, what you feel, or what
other people have said, rather than what
God’s Word says.
Interpretation is not necessarily a separate step from observation, for often, as
you carefully observe the text, at that very
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moment you begin to see what it means.
Thus, interpretation flows out of observation.
However, interpretation can also
involve separate actions or steps that go
beyond merely observing the immediate
text. One of these exercises is investigating cross-references. First and foremost,
let Scripture interpret Scripture. You may
also use other helps, such as word studies
or the evaluation of resources such as
commentaries
and Bible dictioThe goal naries to check
of personal your conclusions
Bible study is or to supplement
a transformed your understandlife and a deep ing of the historiand abiding cal or cultural setrelationship ting of the text.
Application
with Jesus answers the quesChrist. tion: How does
the meaning of this
passage apply to me? Usually this is the
first thing we want to know when we read
the Bible, but proper application actually
begins with belief which then results in
being and doing. Once you know what a
passage means, you are not only responsible for putting it into practice in your own
life, but accountable if you don’t!
Ultimately, then, the goal of personal
Bible study is a transformed life and a

deep and abiding relationship with Jesus
Christ.
Application is not a third step in the
inductive process. Rather, application
takes place as you are confronted with
truth and decide to respond in obedience
to that truth. The basis for application is
2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of
God may be adequate, equipped for every
good work.”
When you know what God says, what
He means, and how to put His truths into
practice, you will be equipped for every
circumstance of life. To be equipped for
every good work of life — totally prepared to handle every situation in a way
that honors God — is not only possible, it
is God’s will. And that’s what you will
learn how to do if you will apply these
study principles.

A

ccurate interpretation and correct
application rest on the accuracy of
your observations. Therefore, it is vital
that you develop observation skills, even
if at first they seem time-consuming.
Studying inductively is a learning process
that does not happen overnight. It happens by doing — doing over and over
again, until the doing becomes almost a
habit, and a wonderful one at that.
As you go through the inductive
process, you’ll sometimes find observation, interpretation, and application happening simultaneously. God can give you
insight at any point in your study, so be
sensitive to His leading. When words or
passages make an impression on you, stop
for a moment and meditate on what God
has shown you. Bring the plumb line of
truth against what you believe and how
you are living.
When you know what God says, what
He means, and how to put His truths into
practice, you will be equipped for every
circumstance of life.
Through a diligent study of God’s
Word, under the guidance of His Spirit,
you’ll drop a strong anchor that will hold
in the storms of life. You will know your
God. And when you know your God, not
only will you be strong, but you will do
great exploits for Him (Daniel 11:32).
Kay Arthur is the President of Precept
Ministries International. She is the author of
more than 40 books and produces a radio
and television program, Precepts for life. This
article is taken from How To Study Your
Bible (Harvest House Publishers, Eugene,
ap
Oregon, 2001). Used by permission.
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A modest history
The Presbyterian Church has much to regret in the past century.

n 6 March 1894 the NSW
Moderator, the Right Rev.
George MacInnes, delivered an
extraordinary
moderatorial
address which became known as The
Death of Verbal Inspiration.
MacInnes began with the dramatic
assertion that we are at the beginning of a
change, the most profound and far-reaching, the most momentous and the most
fraught with promise, that has ever taken
place in the history of the Christian
Church.
Then came the announcement: This
impending and all-important change is a
transition from the theory that the Bible
is a “verbally inspired and inerrant Code
of Rules” to a more reasonable and a truer
view of the real nature and actual function
of the book.
MacInnes claimed that those who held
to the plenary inspiration of Scripture
were “unbelieving Uzzahs stretching out
their hands to save the Ark of God”.

O

M

acInnes’s criticisms of the doctrine
of the full authority of Scripture
were hardly mild: It is a marvel to think
that Christian men, Fathers and
Reformers, orthodox theologians and
evangelical Churches, have been, and are,
humble followers of the Scribes and
Pharisees whom Christ denounced and
renounced – the very Scribes and
Pharisees who crucified the Son of God.
To MacInnes, the rise of biblical criticism was said to be “like a Second Advent
of Christ”. Biblical criticism “has torn
away the veil of Rabbinical tradition that
obscured His glorious person” whereas
the verbal theory “not only obscured
Christ, but it degraded Him by putting
His words on a dead level of authority
with the words of men”. All in all,
MacInnes’s address made for good melodrama, but was somewhat lacking as an
exercise in historical theology.
In March 1992 – almost 100 years after
MacInnes’s effort – the principal of St
Andrew’s College at the University of
Sydney, Dr Peter Cameron, raised the
issue of the authority of the apostle Paul,
then declared, in his own provocative way:
“So what?”
Cameron’s position reflected a direct

Peter
Barnes
assault on the Bible as what he called “an
oppressive and often repellent textbook”.
He says that, as a minister, “I wanted to
open their eyes to the humanity in the
Bible and the divinity in themselves”.
Cameron claimed to stand for freedom
against fundamentalist rules. He poured
scorn on the notion that fornication or
homosexuality could be wrong, and
claimed that believing in the Virgin Birth
was like believing in Father Christmas.
The resurrection
of Christ fared
no better in
In 1894 we
Cameron’s view.
were moving
In the end, the
into full-blown
only thing we
can know about
liberalism.
God is that the
In 1992 we
fundamentalists
were emerging
do not know
from it.
Him.
MacInnes and
Cameron went
through very different experiences.
MacInnes went on to be lauded in the
Church, while Peter Cameron went on to
be tried for heresy, and found guilty.
Surely that indicates the great change in
the Presbyterian Church in the 20th century on the subject of her attitude to
Scripture. In 1894 we were moving into
full-blown liberalism. In 1992 we were
emerging from it.
Well, at the risk of sounding a little like
Peter Cameron on a good day – yes and no.
It is certainly true that before 1977 the
dominant theological position within the
Presbyterian Church of Australia did not
see Scripture as the inerrant Word of God.
From Victoria, “Fighting Larry” Rentoul –
who was more conservative than liberal –
asserted that the verbal theory was “an
impossible position”. Without much logic,
Rentoul declared that the differences
between the Authorised Version and the
Revised Version “prove the theory of verbal inspiration to be quite untenable”.

Rev. T. Jollie Smith approved of
MacInnes’ general attack on the theory of
verbal inspiration, but considered that it
was a little overdone and rude: “he might
have refrained from stamping upon our
aged relative when he lay a-dying.”
Even those who were regarded as conservatives had no wish to wield an inerrant
sword of the Spirit. In Scotland, James
Orr wrote for The Fundamentals, but
regarded biblical inerrancy as “a most suicidal position for any defender of revelation to take up”. James Denney maintained that “the Word of God infallibly
carries God’s power to save men’s souls.
That is the only kind of infallibility I
believe in”.
In Sydney, John Kinross set his face
against any notion of an infallible Bible,
blaming its promulgation on the medieval
Church: “An Infallible Church desired an
external authority, and an infallible book.”
Kinross’s successor as principal of St
Andrew’s, Andrew Harper, came to the
irrational view that God’s revelation was
given not in words, which must always be
inadequate, but in life which cannot be
superseded. By separating religious
knowledge from scientific knowledge,
Harper thought that “we may be freed
from the attack upon the authority of
Scripture based on our knowledge of
things external to Scripture”.

W

hatever had happened to Old
Testament history, the theology, in
Harper’s opinion, remained intact – “all
the teaching about the character of God,
about the nature and destiny of man,
about sin and salvation, about forgiveness
and reconciliation, about a divine servant
of God, who should vicariously take upon
himself and die for the sins of others”.
The main things – what Harper called
“the great outstanding religious teachings” – had, in his view, “suffered no
change at all. And what is true of the Old
Testament is mutatis mutandis true of the
New.”
Rather naively, or perhaps shrewdly,
Harper claimed that the result had been
“to fasten more deeply in the conviction
of men the thought that ‘God was in Jesus
Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself ’.” Apparently God was much
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better at theology than at history.
Harper professed the belief that “whatever modern critical studies take away,
they will not rob Christ of His Crown”.
Christ remains, no matter what was left of
the Bible. There was enough of the old
evangelical theology to sound reassuring
to some, but enough of the new criticism
to alarm others. With good reason, Arthur
Paul compared Harper to one who cooked
a roast by making a bonfire of the house.
Ronald George Macintyre, known
later as “King Ronald”, emphasised the
Christian’s experience as the basis for his
religion. As Macintyre put it:
“Christianity is not a theology nor a
morality ... but the worship of a Person.
Jesus Christ is Christianity, for
Christianity is nothing else than the experience of Christ in the heart.”
Macintyre’s novel interpretation of the
theological trends of the times was that
while the critics were thus striving to
reduce Christ to the measure of a man,
Christ was verifying Himself to Christian
experience, as both Saviour and Lord.
That is the ultimate court of appeal by
which Christianity asks you to judge its
Founder. “Once I was blind; now I see.”
The result was somewhat confusing –
Macintyre urged preachers to preach
Christ rather than about Him, doctrine
was disparaged relative to facts, yet the
ultimate authority was the believer’s experience of the divine Christ.

I

n 1920 Macintyre rejected what he
called “an indefensible theory of verbal
inspiration”. He gave the book of Daniel
a late dating, and claimed that Isaiah 26:19
was dated after the Babylonian exile, even
as late as the third century BC. Rejecting
any doctrine of the resurrection of the
unjust, Macintyre claimed that Acts 24:15
was only “hearsay”.
The learned professor rejoiced in what
he called “faith’s splendid and heroic illogicality”. Macintyre asserted that “it has to
be repeated again and again that the Bible
is not a systematic treatise on theology
but a practical guide on holy living as the
consequence of a right relation to God”.
This effort, from his book The Other
Side of Death, earned Macintyre a D.D.
from the University of Edinburgh.
There were those who resisted the
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trends of the times. In March 1906
Marcus Dill Macky delivered the opening
lecture for that year’s session of the
Theological Hall. He chose as his topic
Biblical Criticism – Its Effect upon
Religious Life. Here he mounted a frontal
assault on the serious danger from within
the Christian camp of the corrosive
effects of higher criticism.
He saw two disastrous results: First,
that the rationalistic crusade against the
Bible carried on by men who profess to be
Christians had tended very largely to
reduce the Bible to the level of an ordinary
human document. Second, the testimony
of modern criticism had been to undermine the divinity of our Lord.
Dill Macky repudiated both conclusions, declaring
that “the fire of
The 1920s God” burned in
and 1930s the pages of the
belonged to Bible, and that
the divinity of
Samuel Angus Christ was “the
who denied pivot on which
every major the whole conChristian troversy turns”.
doctrine. His contention
was that “the old,
old story truthfully, simply and heartily told, would
never cease to touch and stir the hearts
and minds of sinful men”.
However, the next year saw a student
strike at the Theological Hall that effectively ended the lecturing career of the last
conservative at St Andrew’s. Dill Macky
told his congregation at Scots Church:
“The only thing I am sorry for is that
there is no one now standing between the
students and the flood of rationalism that
is sweeping in upon our Church.”
Actually, liberal theology was as irrational
as it was rational.
James Cosh spoke for many when he
declared that “whatever modern science
and modern criticism may be doing with
some of the structures that have been
erected, and some of the accumulations
which have gathered over the foundations
of the Christian faith, they will never be
able to move the foundations themselves
of that faith”.
E. N. Merrington also noted that “no
criticism, higher or lower, can touch the
essential glory of the Revelation, the
actual manifestation of God in Christ, and
the supreme spiritual and moral value of
His Spirit”.
The hope – which proved to be a vain
one – was that the spirit could remain
evangelical while the historical theology
was more liberal.
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Rev. Robert McGowan of Ashfield
wrote in 1920 of a doctrinal landslide.
James Cameron looked out on the world
scene, and wrote almost complacently,
“Presbyterianism, at least, is showing no
alarming symptoms of decay”. James
Cameron was the historian of the
Presbyterian Church of NSW, but he was
no prophet.
The 1920s and 1930s belonged to
Samuel Angus at St Andrew’s who denied
every major Christian doctrine. Even the
orthodox were less than clear about what
they were trying to do. C. A. White,
whom former NSW moderator Alan
Dougan describes as being “bitterly
opposed” to Angus, studiously avoids
saying very much about this vital episode
in the life of the church in his rather triumphalist The Challenge of the Years. In
fact, White even refers to Angus’s “essential Christianity”.

B

efore converting to Roman
Catholicism, Catherine Mackerras
spoke with her Presbyterian minister at
Rose Bay, John Edwards, a friend and supporter of Samuel Angus. She asked him if
he believed in the resurrection. He
replied: “No Catherine, I’m afraid I
don’t.” He went on: “Sometimes I think I
should not be a minister of the Gospel. I
am in the wrong profession altogether; I
am the blind leading the blind.”
The 1950s saw the influence of John
McIntyre who was a Barthian. He rejected
Angus’s extreme liberalism, but he had no
time for biblical inerrancy. Gordon Powell
at St Stephen’s attracted great crowds, but
his evangelicalism, such as it was, included
fair doses of Norman Vincent Peale and
William Barclay in the mixture.
Meanwhile, Alan Dougan hoped that an
emphasis on liturgy would revive the
Church’s fortunes.
1977 brought the formation of the
Uniting Church, and a renewed commitment to biblical authority in the
Presbyterian Church. Yet it was only the
extremist Peter Cameron who was disciplined. H. A. Stamp of the Burning Bush
Society in Victoria wrote against the
Bible’s infallibility, while the Presbyterian
Review has continued to attack what it
sees as a fundamentalist view of the Bible.
Without an authoritative word from
God, man is lost in darkness. Truth needs
to be married to love; love dare not be left
alone at the altar. As Francis Schaeffer put
it: “What may seem like a minor difference
at first, in the end makes all the difference.”
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.
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he Bible has always been under
attack. Think about it. Man
was made in the image of God
to have perfect fellowship with
him. Man rebelled against his Creator,
wanting to be God himself. By doing
this he forfeited his life. God offered
him a chance to live again, but it
would be through a narrow door established by God himself dying on a cross
of shame to bear the punishment in
man’s place. Access through this door is
offered to everyone without distinction,
but it requires giving up everything to
do with being our own god. It means
admitting we’re lost, admitting this
narrow door is the only way home, getting down on our knees and crawling
through it empty-handed.

T

The
narrow
door

This idea is ridiculous to proud, stubborn, wanting-to-be-god man. But to
tell us about it was why God wrote the
Bible! Is it really any wonder that
unregenerate man is so opposed to the
Bible and its advocates? He doesn’t
want to hear this story.
The writer of Psalm 119 was someone
who had crawled through the narrow
door. He therefore loved God’s Word.
But he lived among the scoffers, as we
do. Let us learn from him how to read
and meditate and pray – to fall in love
again with God’s Word and its Author.

20 daily Bible studies
on Psalm 119

Bruce Christian
DAY 1
THE PASSAGE

An undivided heart.
PSALM 119:1-8

A Word-filled heart.

DAY 2
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 119:9-16

THE POINT

True happiness, surviving the worst of circumstances,
comes from total, undivided commitment to the God who made us
in his image. It involves perfect conformity to his ways as revealed in
his written Word. We should be satisfied with nothing less.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• True fulfilment in life, functioning daily as we were designed to
function in peace and harmony with ourselves and others, comes by
actively obeying all that God has revealed to us in his Word.
• Living always in obedience to God’s Word makes us blameless in
his sight, in perfect fellowship with the source of all we are.
• Seeking God with all our heart and obeying his Word are two
inseparable things – we can’t profess one without the other.
• We must not let the reality of our fallen nature, or the wonder of
God’s redeeming grace in Christ, be an excuse for even slight sinful
behaviour. Jesus said: ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness for they will be filled’ (Matthew 5:6).
• The Psalmist recognises his need for help and mercy in his efforts.

• Obeying God’s Word for its own sake (ie trying to live by the letter of the law) is not the real issue; it is seeking God himself
through his Word. Jesus said: ‘If you love me, you will obey what I
command’ (John 14:15). Our love for God comes first.
• Maintaining purity of life is a real issue (and struggle) for the
young man (and woman) today. The Scriptures are intended to be
our main source of help in this – we neglect them to our peril.
• We need God’s help not to drift away from keeping his Word.
• Our interaction with the Bible should include the following:
– memorising it (‘I have hidden your Word in my heart’);
– learning from it (‘teach me your decrees’);
– talking about it (‘with my lips I recount all your laws’);
– thinking it over and getting excited about it (cf Psalm 1:2);

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How can we keep a true balance between grace and obedience?
What are the signs of imbalance either way? What about you?

The Bible ought to be our greatest treasure because
in it the one, true, living God, who created us especially for himself,
speaks to us personally. Sin, therefore, will try to keep us from
God’s Word – but God’s Word is able to keep us from sin!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What are you really doing to hide God’s Word in your heart?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 3
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DAY 3
THE PASSAGE
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An enlightened heart.
PSALM 119:17-24

God’s people are strangers, out of place in this dark
world. God has provided us with a map and handbook to enable us
to survive and overcome the difficulties. He also enables us to
understand his written instructions through the ministry of the
Holy Spirit, the Counsellor, in our hearts. As this happens, so we
have a greater desire in our hearts for God’s Word.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• So clearly is God’s blessing the essence of true, meaningful life
that we ought always to resolve to live in total obedience to it.
• Without the Holy Spirit’s help the words of Scripture are only
words; we need him to open our eyes (cf 2 Corinthians 3:15-17).
• In the world, God’s people are like foreign tourists; without
God’s map we’re lost and confused by the world’s strange ways.
• The better we know God, the more hungry we are for his Word
and the more we rejoice in its beauty and its wisdom.
• God’s Word is a sword against all who disregard its teaching, and
a shield protecting all who are ridiculed for obeying it.
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DAY 6
THE PASSAGE

A confident heart.
PSALM 119:41-48

In Acts 4:29 the disciples asked the Lord for ‘great
boldness’ to speak out his word before the authorities who were
opposing and persecuting them. Their confidence in God’s Word
(they had just quoted Psalm 2 concerning Jesus!) gave them
courage to ‘answer the one who taunts me’ (42) and to ‘speak of
your statutes before kings’ (46), reflecting the sentiments of this
part of Psalm 119. ‘I’m not ashamed to own my Lord or to defend
his cause; maintain the glory of his cross and honour all his laws.’

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God fulfils the promise of his covenant love and salvation in the
coming of Jesus, the one who is the LORD (Jehovah – compare
Isaiah 44:6 with Revelation 1:17-18). Knowing this gives us confidence to speak out against all who deny and reject him.
• God’s ‘word of truth’ is the absolute foundation of everything we
believe. If he takes that away from us we have nothing.
• When we realise the foundational importance and preeminence of
God’s Word it becomes our delight and liberating power.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you look forward to your time with God each day? Are you
conscious of, and grateful for, the Holy Spirit’s ministry to you?

• What part does the Bible play in your witnessing for Christ?
• How can your witness become more confident and effective?

DAY 4
THE PASSAGE

A struggling heart.
PSALM 119:25-32

DAY 7
THE PASSAGE

A remembering heart.
PSALM 119:49-56

THE POINT

The godly person is not immune to the struggles and
trials of this life. But with God’s written Word as his comfort and
guide he is able to meet whatever difficulties confront him with confidence and honesty. By setting the course of his life by the Scriptures,
and being careful to maintain that course by constant reference to
them, he is free to live his life to the full in spite of setbacks.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

THE PARTICULARS

• God has promised in his Word that if we put our trust in him our
lives are secure for all eternity (eg Psalm 23). Therefore, even when
we are really down we can claim this promise.
• God wants us to tell him all about our struggles in prayer. He
answers our prayers by speaking to us through his Word.
• God’s grace is made most real to us through his Law. We might
deceive ourselves by thinking we can earn our salvation by our obedience, but then we miss out on his gracious provision (29).
• The psalmist’s struggle is met by a new resolve to have a mindset
totally committed to God’s way (30), to hang on to that commitment no matter what (31), and to run freely in that way (32).

• God encourages us to remind him of the promises he has given us
in his Word and which are the basis of our hope and comfort.
• The mocking that comes from unbelievers (or even from nominal
Christians who deny the authority and infallibility of the Bible)
ought never to deter us from standing firm for the truth.
• It is not unnatural for Christians to feel indignation and horror
when the clear teaching of the Bible is rejected and opposed.
• God’s Word might be ‘ancient’, but it has stood the test of time.
• God’s Word and character are the refuge and song of the Christian.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How careful are you to check your course by God’s compass?

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

A sanctified heart.
PSALM 119:33-40

The temptation to seek pleasure and fulfilment in
the things of this world will always be with us, right to the end of
our earthly pilgrimage. Although we know from (often bitter) experience that they are generally ‘worthless’, and even destructive, we
still need God’s help to avoid falling into their trap. The principal
way God provides this help is through his written Word.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The words of Scripture are of no value in shaping our lives unless
God himself teaches, enlightens and directs us through them.
• The outcome of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to us through the
words of Scripture is wholehearted obedience and joy.
• Reading and meditating on the Scriptures turns our hearts/eyes
away from the attractions of the world and towards the Lord.
• Scripture is a powerful antidote and cleansing agent for when we
are feeling weakened and stained by the world. It reminds us of
how our sin and disgrace are removed and we are made whole by
the righteousness supplied to us through Christ.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What ‘selfish gain’/‘worthless things’ are you finding particularly
attractive at the moment? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
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The psalmist finds himself in a world where wickedness reigns. God’s Word has been forgotten by the society in general and the few who still seek to live by it are openly ridiculed. It’s
not unlike our own times. He teaches us to take comfort in the
Lord who has committed his promises to writing. They now stand
firm as a record, a reminder to both the Lord and his people.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In what specific matters does our society reject God’s Word and
ridicule those who uphold it? Use this section of Psalm 119 as a
prayer as you grapple with these issues in your daily walk.

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

A determined heart.
PSALM 119:57-64

The psalmist has made a positive, conscious decision to make God’s Word the basis and guide for every part of his
life. He has reflected on everything he does and has promised to
bring everything into conformity with God’s ways without hesitation. He has made this his firm resolve even if he is severely persecuted for it. The blessings that flow from this action are to know
God as his eternal inheritance, to be confident of his covenant
love, and to experience the close fellowship of other believers.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Obedience to God’s Word gives us assurance of the inheritance
(‘portion’) that he promises us through Christ (cf Matt. 25:31ff).
• God calls us to seek his face with all our heart (cf Deut. 6:4ff).
• We must let nothing delay us in obeying God’s Word (Lk 9:57f).
• Bringing our lives into conformity with God’s Word doesn’t just
happen automatically. We need to make a concerted and constant
effort (even by getting up at midnight if necessary!).
• Following God’s way makes us friends with fellow-believers from
every part of the earth because it is filled with his love.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How does the psalmist differ from the man in James 1:23-24?

B
DAY 9
THE PASSAGE
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A chastened heart.
PSALM 119:65-72

When the Lord disciplines us we can react in one of
two ways. An arrogant man will turn against God and learn nothing. He will become more entrenched in his ungodly way of thinking. A humble man will praise God for his goodness and the love
that inspired the discipline (cf Hebrews 12:6). He will then be more
determined to learn the valuable lessons God intended to teach.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Although we are rightly only God’s servants he has promised to
do for us what is good. Obedience brings its own blessings.
• God’s Word enables us to discern what is good, as opposed to the
ways of the world which only lead us into error and strife.
• God uses affliction (sickness, disaster, setback) as a teaching
device, meant only for our ultimate good (see Hebrews 12:4-11).
• Discipline is good because it keeps us from going astray.
• The Scriptures are the very words from God’s mouth to us his
children – they ought to be our most treasured possession.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• How do you react when something goes wrong in your life? Do
you blame God? Do you question his goodness? Do you delve
deeper into his Word to see what lesson(s) you need to learn?

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

A submissive heart.
PSALM 119:73-80

The Hebrew letter that begins each verse in this section is the tiniest one which Jesus said would not disappear from
the Law until everything was accomplished (Matthew 5:18). Read
these 8 verses again as if you were Jesus. He was God’s perfect
man, reflecting his image without blemish. His mission on earth
was to submit to the Father’s will, to live by his Word. All God’s
people rejoice to see him. It pleased God to afflict him for us (cf
Isaiah 53:10). He was ill-treated without cause. All who fear God
turn to him. He alone gives the true meaning to Scripture.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God made us; he knows what’s best for us; he has revealed it in
his Word; his Holy Spirit enables us to understand his Word.
• We are most effective as ambassadors for Christ when we are living in total obedience to his commandments (cf John 15:7-8).
• Affliction is God’s loving discipline. Through it we learn both his
ways and the comfort he is able to give us (cf 2 Cor. 1:3ff).
• If wrongly accused or mistreated we must remain true to God’s
Word, leaving him to vindicate us in due course (1 Peter 2:20ff).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you find it hard to be Christ-like when treated unjustly?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

A waiting heart.
PSALM 119:81-88

Although God promises never to test us beyond
what we can bear (1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Peter 2:9) it is a common
Christian experience to feel like the psalmist in this section. He
knew he was safe because he knew God’s Word is trustworthy. But
just how long would he have to wait? How long must he endure
the injustice of persecution to within an inch of his life? It is Bible
passages like this that help us to get our own perspective right.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The psalmist is not afraid to admit he’s struggling with God’s
seemingly unfair providence although he firmly trusts his word.
• The psalmist doesn’t doubt his ultimate salvation; it’s the waiting
for it he finds difficult. ‘Patience’ is the ‘fruit of the Spirit’!
• The psalmist was aware that his body was cracking up like an old
wineskin that had hung above the fire too long; but his mind was
still alert with the Word he had hidden in his heart (v.11).
• The psalmist knew that the only source of his life was the God
whose covenant love and revealed truth sustained him daily.
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DAY 12

God’s magnificent Word.

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 119:89-96

The God of Creation, our God, is a God who communicates. He is inseparable from his Word. He spoke and everything came into being from nothing. He made us in his image and
communicates with us in words, through his Word. Jesus is the
Word made flesh, God communicating himself to us in human form
(John 1:1- 14). So the psalmist reminds us that God’s Word is eternal, that it is established at the heart of everything that is, and that
its perfection exceeds any created thing. It is no wonder that he
delights in it and sees it as the means by which he is preserved.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s Word, and therefore his faithfulness, last forever; God
never changes (see Isaiah 40:8, Matt. 5:18, 24:35, 1 Peter 1:24f).
• Once God’s Word has become an established part of our daily
lives we realise how lost and dysfunctional we’d be without it.
• Just as God communicates to us through his Word, so his Word
becomes the means by which we are assured we belong to him.
• God’s Word is infallible – we must always submit to it as such.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are you fully committed to the infallibility and authority of the
Scriptures? Are they at the heart of all your thinking and doing?

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

God’s nourishing Word.
PSALM 119:97-104

Man was made in the image of God and given a
physical body in which to live on the earth in time and space. He
was given wonderful, satisfying physical food to sustain his body,
and communication with God through his word for his spiritual
nourishment. To develop as whole person we need both these
sources of nourishment. Jesus confirmed this when he was tempted
by Satan to make the thrust of his mission the physical aspect: ‘If
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread’. He
replied, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God’ (Matt. 4:4, Deut. 8:3). The
psalmist knew this reality. For him, the daily intake of God’s Word
was as necessary, as helpful and as satisfying as eating.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The psalmist loved God’s Word so much that it occupied his
thought life throughout the whole day. God’s Word was his
‘pantry/frig’ for spiritual snacks, insight, wisdom and guidance.
• With this ‘diet’ he eclipsed his ‘personal trainers’ (cf Daniel 1)!
• He not only read and meditated on God’s Word – he acted on it.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What occupies your thought life mostly throughout each day? To
what do you turn for inspiration? or strength? or pleasure?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

God’s GPS Word.
PSALM 119:105-112

Many aspects of modern life are very confusing and
we feel very insecure about the future. What career should I follow? Whom should I marry? How many children should we have?
Where should we live? Where should I go to church? Should I
spend money on this trip? this car? this ‘luxury’? Our decisions can
have far-reaching, life-changing consequences. Some of us may
even be wishing we could go back in time and decide differently. It
might not be long before we all have a GPS fitted in our car to
deliver us easily, efficiently and unruffled to our destination. God’s
Word is life’s perfect GPS – all we have to do is follow!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s Word can light up the path in front of us so that we don’t
stumble or fall into traps being set for us by our adversary, the devil
(or any of his human agents), determined to trip us up.
• The psalmist had already resolved firmly to make God’s Word his
guide; at each of life’s turns he did not have to decide ‘Will I follow
what it says?’, only, ‘How will I follow what it says?’.
• With God’s Word as my guide I can ‘take my life in my hands’!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What do you do when you are feeling discouraged and it seems
God has forgotten you? Do you seek comfort in his Word?

• Where would you place a GPS in your car? If God’s Word is to be
an effective GPS for your life how often must you look at it?
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God’s reliable Word.

DAY 15
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 119:113-120
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DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

God’s righteous Word.
PSALM 119:137-144

The key to this section is verses 137 and 142. The
Hebrew word for right(eous)(ness) begins with the letter that
opens each of the 8 verses. God’s righteousness is fundamental to
his essential character – it does not, and cannot, change. Therefore
God’s Word is always true – it cannot be otherwise (cf Rom. 3:4).

Man’s quest for knowledge, for understanding the
meaning of life and the universe, has achieved some great scientific
advances. But none of this has enabled us to bring peace and prosperity to our world – in fact, we seem to be getting worse. Our theories and schemes and plans are so unreliable; the ‘human’ factor
always ruins them. God’s Word, however, remains wholly reliable.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The modern tendency to question the authority and authenticity
of parts or all of Scripture, submitting it to the authority of science,
or human philosophy, or popular opinion, or a sinful self-serving
lifestyle, is totally foreign to Scripture itself. God not only graciously gives us his Word, he authenticates it to us.
• Upholding the authority and infallibility of Scripture in a sinful
world, where arrogant man usurps his Creator, has never been an
easy task – it was wearing the psalmist out. Take heart!
• When the world is despising us as ‘mindless fundamentalists’
because we believe the Bible is true we can find comfort in it.
• We delight in God’s Word because it gives us life (cf Matt. 4:4).

THE POINT

• Even our best mates can let us down (or we can let them down)
through inconsistency, but God’s Word never lets us down.
• We can set up all sorts of mechanisms to protect us against the
pressures of life, to give us some sense of security in a hostile world,
but in the end they always fail. God alone is a reliable refuge, and
he protects us through faithfulness to his promises.
• Men may deceive themselves by trying to justify unbelief, but in
the end it won’t hold up and they are subject to God’s rejection.
• Persistent obedience to God’s commandments often requires dissociating ourselves entirely from those opposed to God’s ways.
• The better we know God’s Word the more we are in awe of it.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• In what ways is secular humanism ‘double-minded’ and ‘vain’?

God’s divisive Word.

DAY 16
THE PASSAGE

PSALM 119:121-128

(Post-)Modern man can’t tolerate intolerance. He’s
absolutely sure there can be no absolutes. He has a black-and-white
belief that there can only ever be different shades of grey. He
knows he is right when he says that there is no ‘right’ and ‘wrong’,
just my opinion and your opinion; what’s ‘right’ for me need not be
‘right’ for you. In stark contrast, the man of God acknowledges
that the God of Creation has revealed himself clearly and infallibly
in the Bible and defines what is right and what is wrong, what is
acceptable to him and what courts his wrath. It is understandable,
therefore, why the world hates and opposes the man of God (cf
John 15:18-25). But God’s Word is our defence.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God has promised to protect us; we can trust him to do so.
• God who has spoken in his Word enables us to understand it.
• As we become more committed to, and impassioned with, God’s
revealed truth, so we will loathe the sin in society around us.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Verse 126 is a very appropriate prayer for us to pray today. If God
did act, what might the outcome be for our society? for the Church
(cf 1 Peter 4:16-19)? in your life (cf Hebrews 4:12-13)?

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What is wrong with the view that the Bible has lots of good
teaching in it (the bits we like!) but that other parts are wrong?

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

God’s saving Word.
PSALM 119:145-160

In spite of the confidence he has been expressing up
to this point the psalmist is still struggling against the strong tide of
popular opinion that disregards a Book that means so much to him.
We can readily identify with how he feels because of the way the
media today treats the Bible and those who stake everything on its
truth. The unjust (and even illogical and unscientific) bias that is
used to influence society against God’s truth can be very discouraging. It is not life-threatening for most of us (yet) but it was for the
psalmist and it was for the Reformers, and it is in some countries
today. Rather than deterring the psalmist from his commitment to
God’s Word the situation only drove him deeper into it because it
was all tied up with his salvation.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Crying out to God in prayer, obeying his Commandments, trusting in his promises, and relying on his redeeming love and grace to
save us, are the basic ingredients of the pilgrim’s life on earth.
• Our salvation is through Christ, the Living Word; but we only
know of him through his written Word. We grow in our walk with
him, and become more like him, through feeding on his Word.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Has Psalm 119 been challenging your devotional life? ... So ...?

DAY 17

God’s captivating Word.

THE PASSAGE

PSALM 119:129-36

There is a beautiful structure to this section of
Psalm 119. See if you can follow the steps verse by verse: since
God’s Word is wonderful it urges obedience; obedience leads to
understanding (cf Jn 7:17); understanding inspires devotion; devotion reveals the need for mercy; the gratitude for mercy gives a new
desire to be rid of sin; to achieve this requires a release from the
pressure of a sinful, hostile world; such a release is met by the
approval and presence of God himself; at this climax point there is
the realisation of how God feels about holiness, his Law, and sin.
The psalmist wants God’s Word to carry him on this upward path.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• God’s Word is a ‘wonder’ (same word as used in Isaiah 9:6).
• Love for God’s Word leads to hatred of sin and a greater desire
for holiness; they all increase or decrease simultaneously.
• It is God’s nature to show mercy to those in his covenant love.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is your daily Bible reading a chore or eagerly sought delight?
• Are you captivated by God’s Word as you read it each day? Does
this lead you to greater obedience to it, understanding of it, a desire
for holiness and a hatred of the sin around you?
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 1 6

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

God’s sustaining Word.
PSALM 119:161-176

In these final 2 sections the psalmist continues the
theme of salvation taken up in the previous 2 we looked at yesterday.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The psalmist is more overwhelmed by God’s Word than he is
even by the treatment he receives from unjust tyrants.
• God’s Word is like a discovered treasure (cf Matthew 13:45f).
• God’s Word is the psalmist’s constant, all-day joy and peace.
• Three things inspire obedience to God’s commands: the hope of
salvation; a love of them; knowing nothing escapes his notice.
• More than anything the psalmist seeks a deeper understanding of
God’s Word and the experience of his promised deliverance.
• God’s Word produces in us a response of praise.
• Although salvation is by grace alone, there’s a close connection
between longing for salvation and delighting in God’s Law (175).
• Psalm 119 began with the blessing on the blameless and finishes
with a repentant sinner’s cry for mercy. The more involved we get
with the Bible the more aware we are of our need for grace.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• The law teaches us how to live – and show us our need of Jesus.
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Refugees to Brisbane

Across
Australia
Harman honoured

Thasheannounced
Australian College of Theology
that it has awarded the
honorary degree of Doctor of Theology
to the Reverend Dr Allan Harman, formerly Principal of the Presbyterian
Theological College, Melbourne. Dr
Harman was recognised for his many contributions to the advance of the Christian
Church in Australia. He was principal of
the PTC Melbourne from 1982 until his
retirement in 2001, is the author of a number of monographs and is a significant
contributor to the enterprise of theological education. He has also provided leadership of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia at a critical time of its history.
His doctorate is from the Westminster
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. The
degree will be conferred on Allan Harman
at Canterbury (Vic) Church on Saturday
28 November.

Treasure in heaven

M
rs Tanya Costello, wife of the Federal
Treasurer, spoke at the recent PLC
Melbourne Family Christian Fellowship
evening. About 70 adults plus a good
number of children gathered in late
August to hear Mrs Costello speak about
her journey in life as a Christian. Mrs
Anna Ward, wife of the Rev. Dr Rowland
Ward of Knox Presbyterian Church of
Eastern Australia was honoured for her
work with the prayer groups in the
school.

PIM loses pair

TutivehehasPresbyterian
Inland Mission execreceived with deep regret the resignation of Rev. Bill and Mrs Bronwen
Gray from the North Queensland PIM
Patrol based out of Richmond. At its
August meeting, the executive expressed
its appreciation to Bill and Bronwen for
their love, friendship, hard work and dedicated service. It also acknowledged the
unique contribution Bronwen has made
to the work of the PIM, in the best traditions of the AIM, through applying her
medical skills and experience while on
patrol and at home in Richmond. The
Grays intend to take up another
Presbyterian ministry.

Uniting in Essendon

Tsoredhe aPresbytery
of Brisbane has spon- The Presbytery of Melbourne West cresecond family from southern Sudan, ated a joint appointment parish out of the
the Jounis Nagwa Adwanga family who
arrived in June. They, along with the Pouk
family who arrived two months earlier, are
attending the Gateway congregation

King of the Castle

previously separate charges of Clifton
Hill and Essendon, and appointed Rev.
Peter Phillips to it for three years from
the end of August 2003. Peter served at
Clifton Hill since 1991.

Get it right
R
ev. Peter Playstead of Lismore has
accepted a call to St Columba’s, Castle A new series of eight full-colour leaflets
Hill (NSW), beginning his ministry there by Presbyterian Theological College
on 10 October.

Sing an old song

A

book of memories of the “old”
Presbyterian Church edited by Vera Ryan
and Jill Stevenson, Head, Heart and
Voices, was launched at a special service led
by Rev. Dr. John Woodward at the St
Ives congregation on 21 September. It is
available from PO Box 3145, North
Turramurra 2074, at a cost of $25.

Progress in Sydney North

I

n the past four and a half years the
Chatswood-Lane Cove congregation has
grown strongly, both in numbers and
financially. On 4 August David Powell
was inducted as elder, and the session
plans to employ Warren Esdale (who has
just completed studies at Moore
Theological College and will be attending
the PTC Sydney part time over the next
two years) as a part-time outreach worker
to assist Rev. Jeff Reid.
In fresh attempts to build up fellowship at St. Ives-Pymble, the session under
the guidance of the Rev. Dr. John
Woodward has resolved to hold a brunch
following future family services. It is also
organising youth ministries (including
cooking classes for the mid-teens).

South Yarra missionaries

I(Vic)
n August two members of South Yarra
left for overseas Christian service.
Michael Moynaham flew to Surinam in
South America to teach at the only
English-speaking Christian School in the
country for a year, with a view to returning long term. Anna Cilliers, an ICU
nurse, travelled via Europe to Mosul in
northern Iraq for a month to join an international Christian team of doctors and
other health professionals seeking to meet
some of the overwhelming medical needs
in the country post-war.

principal Dr Douglas Milne, published
by the PCV Church and Nation
Committee, are now available through
the Rev. Ian Brown (03-5977 5469). They
touch on a range of issues including IVF,
GM foods, and animal organ transplantation.

Jubilee

M

essrs E. Macdonald (Lismore), H.W.
Bragg (Penrith) and G. Taylor (BowralMittagong) were congratulated by the
NSW Assembly recently on the jubilee of
their ordination to the eldership. Rev.
D.F. Murray, minister emeritus and former state moderator, was also congratulated on the jubilee of his ordination to
the ministry.

Appointed again

TtheheRev.NSW
Assembly has reappointed
Dr. John Davies as principal of
the PTC Sydney for six years from 1
January. It also reappointed Rev. Bruce
Mellor as superintendent of the Ministry
and Mission Committee for a five-year
renewable term from 1 February. The
Queensland Assembly has reappointed
Rev. Professor Ian McIver as Principal of
the Reformed College of Ministries for
five more years. Rev. Peter Richardson
was appointed for one more year as
NT/Greek lecturer at the RCM. Rev.
John Nichol was also reappointed as
director of Home Mission and Christian
Education for a further five years from
August 2004.

New ministers

T

he Presbytery of Flinders inducted
Rev. John Rickard into Dandenong
(Vic) at a service on 23 August before a
congregation of 140 people. The service
was led by the moderator of Presbytery,
Rev. David Kumnick (Frankston), while
Rev. Michael Jenson (Clayton) preached.
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On 5 September the Presbytery of
Sydney inducted Rev. David Maher as
minister of Burwood Presbyterian
Church. David was formerly one of the
assistant ministers of Burwood Chinese
Presbyterian Church. The service was
conducted by Rev. Joe Mock and Rev.
Paul Cooper preached the sermon and
gave the charge. A collection of over $900
was taken up for the Talua Graduands
Book Fund which provides a basic library
of books for the graduates of Talua
Ministry Training Centre, Vanuatu.

2004 exit appointments

E

W

S

congregation are invited to take part. For
details, contact session clerk Laurie Pye
(02 4384 3018).

Singapore sojourn

T

he Presbytery of Sydney has granted
Rev. David Burke a further five years’
leave to continue his ministry as senior
minister of the English Congregation of
Orchard Road Presbyterian Church,
Singapore. Orchard Road is the largest
congregation in the Presbyterian Church
of Singapore and is a dynamic centre of
Christian life and ministry.

T

he Victorian Home Mission
Committee has announced that Michael
Wishart has been appointed to DromanaMornington, and Andres Miranda has
been appointed to Melton as assistant to
Rev. Peter Owen with a special focus on
the planting of a new congregation in the
Keilor area of western Melbourne. Tony
Archer has been appointed to Upper
Yarra where he has been serving as a home
missionary.

Terrigal turns 40

T

errigal in the Central Coast (NSW)
Presbytery, which is vacant at present, celebrates its 40th anniversary on 14
December this year. It is built in a picturesque setting fronting the Terrigal
Lagoon, on land generously donated by
Mr and Mrs Hector McDonald of
Muswellbrook. People associated with the

Around
the World
Muslims withdraw threat

Ato theMuslim
group which issued demands
government of Zimbabwe to scale
down the Christian emphasis in schools
– with the threat of legal action – has
backed down, reports the Barnabas
Fund. In a letter received by the
Education Ministry, the Islamic
Convent of the Strict Observance
(ICSO) complained that Zimbabwe’s
school calendar only made provision for
Christian holidays and that prayers during assembly to the “Christian God” and
Christian religious instruction preju-

COUNTRY & TERTIARY STUDENTS
ACCOMMODATION
We aim at providing not only first class accommodation but an
atmosphere where young people can grow through pastoral care
and the opportunity to study God’s word.
These units are under direct on-site management.

APPLICATION FORMS AND FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM:
Mrs. J. Baldwin, Honorary Secretary
Presbyterian Council for Students’ Residences
1 Rosemeadow Drive Cape Cabarita, 2137.
Phone: (02) 8765 1642
Managers’ Phone: (02) 9569 7613
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diced a Muslim’s right to freedom of religious expression.
The letter gave the government 60 days
to rectify the situation or else face a
Supreme Court challenge. However on
August 13 the ICSO withdrew their
demands, acknowledging that they had
not canvassed the prevailing opinion of
Muslims in Zimbabwe.
The argument of the ICSO appeals to
liberal ideals in its calls for the secularisation of schools, but the group also advocates the strict observance of Islamic religious teachings and is undoubtedly keen
to promote its own Islamic agenda in
Zimbabwe’s schools. Muslims make up 1
per cent of Zimbabweans, with Christians
more than 70 per cent.

Chinese pastors freed

T

hree Chinese church leaders incarcerated since 13 July have been released after
international pressure mounted due to
publicity of their case.
Qi Xian-Fa was released from the Kai
Yuan Cheng Shi Hotel on 18 August and
Gao Chong-Dao on 25 August. Shen
Shao-Cheng, one of the church’s
founders who is more than 80 years old,
was the last of the leaders released, on 27
August .
In a phone interview with a Voice of
the Martyrs representative, Gao said the
six church leaders were kept together in
the days after their arrest in Xiao Shan
City, Zhejiang Province. For five days
they were subjected to repeated interroga-

Christian Singles
Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445

www.christiansingles.com.au
The congregation at

Ringwood-Heathmont
is reforming!
We have property, position and potential…what we don’t have is

people!

This congregation is a mission field opportunity for committed believers of all ages. Will
YOU prayerfully consider whether God may
want YOU to join this newest church plant in
an area of Melbourne’s east that is undergoing significant re-growth?

Andrew Venn – (03) 9870 5182
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tion and so-called “political study” brainwashing attempts.
On the sixth day they were put into
separate hotel rooms and each was
assigned two officials from the Religious
Affairs Bureau and Public Security Bureau
respectively, who were with them 24
hours a day. Asked why the men were
released, Gao said, “It was very clear that
there was outside pressure (on our
behalf).”
Voice of the Martyrs

national poster campaign. Churches all
across the country are running Bible exhibitions, holding gospel concerts and giving away thousands of Bibles and New
Testaments. One of the key events of the
year is a Bible festival from 10-12 October
in France, Switzerland and Belgium.
Southern Cross

Priest shot

In the Net

TCanada
he rift within the Anglican church in
over same-sex unions has escalated as the Anglican Diocese of New
Westminster invoked a church law to
remove some of the governing authorities
of a North Shore parish that is a member
of a coalition opposed to the blessing of
same-sex unions.
A diocesan employee and an archdeacon arrived at St Martin’s Anglican
Church’s 8 am service and announced that
the diocese was removing the two elected
parish trustees, three wardens and church
committee members, according to a news
release from the Anglican Communion in
New Westminster. Later a diocesan
employee arrived with a locksmith and
tried to change the locks but was prevented.
“It’s basically a way of pressuring the
church to toe the line with the diocese,”
said Chris Hawley, spokesman for the
dissident
group,
the
Anglican
Communion in New Westminster. “It’s

akistani police investigating the 5 July
murder of a Roman Catholic priest have
accused three local Christians of killing
Fr. George Ibrahim during an armed robbery attempt. Together with a Muslim
suspect identified as a repeat-offender
burglar, the three Christians have denied
any involvement in the crime. All four are
jailed near the Renala Khurd village where
Fr Ibrahim was shot to death by six gunmen.
Police claim robbery was the motive
for the murder, but church leaders believe
the priest was targeted by the former principal of a girls’ school who had threatened
him. When local police refused to question her, Catholic leaders filed a petition
on 4 September before the Lahore High
Court. “The presiding judge gave an order
to the police to reinvestigate the case,” a
Catholic official said.
Compass Direct

M

issionaries like John Edmiston, an
Australian missionary based in Manila, are
using the Internet to enter closed countries that conventional missions find difficult to reach.
Edmiston has found 43 nations that are
most suitable for cybermissions as a main
missionary strategy because they have a
sufficient number of users and are places
with persecution or other restrictions on
mission.
These include places like Brunei,
China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei,
Vietnam, Turkey, Russia, Japan, Oman,
Cuba, Thailand, Bahrain, Egypt, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Saudi Arabia. China with
45.8 million Internet users (Nielsen survey) is a massive harvest field open to
cybermissions. It can be done from the
relative safety of the missionaries’ home
base and integrated with more conventional approaches.”
Assist News Service

Gay rift widens

a political move to try and make sure that
the church does not accept Bishop
[Terry] Buckle,” who leads the group of
Anglican clergy opposed to same-sex
marriage.
The controversy began in May when
Michael Ingham, the Bishop of New
Westminster, formally blessed same-sex
unions.
Canada.com

P

Mission France

F

rance, the nation that once led
Christendom, has become a secularist
state. To speak about the claims of Christ,
except in an academic context, is banned
in French schools. Religion rarely makes it
into the public domain, and Protestant
churches have such a low profile that they
are often labelled as cults. However, a dedicated band of European Christians have
sought to make a dent in French secularism by claiming 2003 as the ‘Year of the
Bible’.
A survey in the French journal La
Croix indicated that three in four French
people never read the Bible and only half
of French homes have a Bible. One of the
main goals of the campaign is to encourage people to discover the Bible as modern and relevant.
Under the slogan “Seek. And Find”,
the Year of the Bible 2003 is in top gear,
with exhibitions, press advertising and a
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Voodoo politics
Haiti demonstrates the dangers of religious nationalism.

he use of religious nationalism as a
political tool is on the rise, especially in the past decade. Religious
nationalism embodies a rejection
of colonialism and the present trend
towards the globalisation of culture
(global Westernisation).
So it is not uncommon these days for a
political party or individual aiming to take
power or struggling to hold on to power
to use religious nationalism to gain popular support and dragnet the vote of the
majority religion.
This has been the case with Hindu
nationalism in India and Buddhist nationalism in Sri Lanka. It was inevitable that
eventually African traditional religions
such as voodoo would be promoted politically in the same way. In this regard, Haiti
(in the Caribbean) is most certainly the
nation to watch.
As with all nationalism, some knowledge of history is crucial for understanding the present situation. “Hayti” (or
mountainous land, as it was known by the
original inhabitants, the Arawak Indians),
was discovered by Christopher Columbus
and named “Hispaniola”(Little Spain) in
1492. The Spanish colonised the island and
under their rule the Arawak Indians were
virtually annihilated.
In 1697 the western portion of the island
was ceded to France and named Haiti. (The
eastern portion under Spanish rule became
Saint-Domingue,
now
Dominican
Republic.) Haiti flourished under French
rule and became invaluable as a resource
for cocoa, cotton, sugar cane and coffee.
By 1780, it was one of the wealthiest
regions in the world – built upon the
backs of vast numbers of slaves imported
to the plantations from West Africa.

T

S

everal consequences of this era provide
the foundations for the situation today.
First, the West African slaves brought
with them the religious practices of
voodoo.
Second, the French colonial masters
treated the slaves with such undue harshness they created hatred amid an already
resentful environment.
Third, a class of “mulattos” (light
skinned, sophisticated, Catholic, French-

Elizabeth
Kendal
speaking Haitians) arose from the relations of the slave owners and the slaves.
They were at odds with the dark-skinned,
voodoo practising, Creole-speaking
masses.
On 14 August 1791, a black slave and
witch doctor named Boukman led the
slaves in a voodoo ritual. They sacrificed a
pig and drank its blood to form a pact
with the devil, whereby they agreed to
serve the spirits of the island for 200 years
in exchange for freedom from the French.
The slave rebellion began on 22 August
1791, and after 13 years of conflict, the
slaves won their independence. On 1
January 1804 they declared Haiti the
world’s first independent black republic.
An iron statue of a pig stands in Port-auPrince to commemorate the “Boukman
Contract”.
Since independence, Haiti has been in a
continual state of political struggle and
wracked with poverty.
Haiti’s current president, Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, is a former Roman Catholic priest
who gained notoriety with the Catholic
Church and popularity in Haiti in the late
1980s for his liberation theology.
Aristide was elected president in 1990,
ousted in a coup in 1991, and re-elected as
president in 2000 (results disputed). He
survived coup attempts in July and
December 2001. November 2002 was
marked by unrest and anti-government
protests. The next elections are scheduled
for later this year.
In light of the historic and political facts
it is therefore very interesting that in April
President Aristide made voodoo an official
religion in Haiti, declaring, “voodoo is an
essential part of national identity”.
Haiti is reckoned as being 95 per cent
Christian (predominantly Catholic), but
according to Catholic missionary John
Hoet, Haitians “are 100 per cent voodoo”.
It is primarily the growing evangelical
Christian Church in Haiti that is opposed
to voodoo, actively working to bring peo-
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ple out of it and to help them find reconciliation with God and peace and strength
through the Holy Spirit.
Several analysts have already surmised
that Aristide’s official recognition of
voodoo is a political move to shore up
popular support before the elections.
Los Angeles Times reporter Carol J.
Williams found evidence to support that
theory when she interviewed people in
Haiti recently. “Aristide is the only president in our history who has done something for us,” said one voodoo practitioner. “We will stay with him forever and
perform every ceremony necessary to
keep him in power. We will not negotiate
with any country on this, no matter how
much pressure they put on us. We will eat
rocks if we have to, as long as we can keep
him in power.”

W

illiams says: “Legitimising voodoo
has strengthened Aristide’s image as
a man of the people and probably has
enhanced popular support for the
rumoured bid by the former Roman
Catholic priest to amend the constitution
so he can seek a now-prohibited third
term as president.
“By bestowing legitimacy on the
African-origin religion, Aristide, the beleaguered president of this poorest of Western
countries, has signalled to his people that
they should be proud of their African heritage, not forced to subvert it under the
religious practices of the European
Christians who once repressed them.”
There is concern that the promotion of
voodoo as “an essential part of national
identity” could signal danger for evangelical Christians. Williams quotes one
Haitian as saying, “Voodoo has done
everything for Haiti. It gave us our independence, while the imported religions
held us by the throat.”
Christian Aid reported in August that
“one ministry spokesman in northern
Haiti said five of its pastors had been murdered recently. He blamed it on the strong
influence of voodoo in the area”.
Elizabeth Kendal is principal researcher and
writer for the World Evangelical Alliance
ap
Religious Liberty News.
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Gay times
Television is conditioning us to accept homosexuality.

imes have certainly changed from
the days when the jaunty
Flintstones theme-song could
invite us to join Fred and Wilma
for “a gay old time”. Meet, for example,
“the Fab Five … an elite team of gay men
dedicated to extolling the virtues of style,
taste and class. Each week their mission is
to transform a style-deficient and culturedeprived straight man from drab to fab in
fashion, food and wine, interior design,
grooming and culture.”
Yep, fresh from the astonishing success
of The Block – Channel 9’s renovation
show proudly featuring gay couple
Warren and Gavin – Channel 10 presents
the hit US lifestyle show Queer Eye for the
Straight Guys. Offering to bring a little
gay “style” into the lives of ordinary, notaste macho males, these days it’s clearly
hip to be gay. Or is it just another case of
media stereotyping?
But before you sign up for a style
make-over, consider this. A recent report
in Wired magazine (“Change Channels,
Change Minds?”, September 2003, by
Kristen Philipkoski) suggests that TV’s
increasingly positive portrayal of gay
lifestyles may be a powerful agent in
“social conditioning”.
Professor Richard Harris, from Kansas
State University, interviewed three groups
of students. The first group was asked to
think of a gay or lesbian TV character on
TV who was portrayed in a positive light
– Will, from Will and Grace, or Ellen
DeGeneres from Ellen.

T

nvariably, says Harris, participants who
had been recently exposed to positively
portrayed gay characters were more sympathetic than members of the other
groups to key statements like “male sexuality is merely a different kind of lifestyle
that should not be condemned”.
Harris performed the study before
Queer Eye for the Straight Guy became a
national hit, but is not surprised that
increasing numbers of solidly heterosexual males across the country seem to be
giggling at the style advice of Kyan, Ted,
Jai, Carson and Thom – and reconsidering
their choice of boxers or briefs.
Which brings us neatly to the reason

this viewer’s family have recently said
“goodbye to the old Bill”. My guess is The
Bill has been part of the staple diet for
middle-aged
Christians for the
How disap- past five or 10
pointing for years. Though
our youngest there have been
daughter that plenty of seedy
cases and conThe Bill has fronting storynow been lines,
there’s
dropped from always
been
the family s o m e t h i n g
viewing list. wholesome about
the team of bobbies at Sun Hill.
It’s been something of a Campbell
family tradition to award a “Bill-watching
license” at age 13… not quite up to the
Bar Mitzvah as a rite-of-passage, but significant nonetheless.
How disappointing then for our

Culture Watch editor Phil Campbell is on
the ministry team at Mitchelton
ap
Presbyterian Church.
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St Andrews Christian College,
333 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
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Phil
Campbell

youngest daughter that The Bill has now
been dropped from the family viewing
list. With the introduction of a strong
and explicit “gay” subplot featuring
Sergeant Craig Knowles and Constable
Luke Ashton, and the addition of a lesbian WPC, for these viewers at least,
enough gayness was enough. (It may be
interesting to ponder the improbabilities
of finding three homosexual officers in
the same suburban London police station.)
It is, of course, all too easy to go to the
opposite extreme. Homophobia is both
ugly and unjustified. Christians struggling
with homosexuality need understanding
and support – which among Christians is
sadly often lacking. But I’d rather that my
kids hammer out the balance between
compassion and compromise with the
help of the Scriptures than with the nottoo-subtle moralisms of Will and Grace or
Queer Eye for the Straight Guys – even if it
means I’ll be the last to know that pleats
are “oh so out of fashion”.

Are you looking for a school that will support you in your God given duty as a parent? Our ethos is to support parents by offering a sound, traditional, academic education within a Christian framework.
At St Andrews Christian College we want to grow God’s kids, God’s way!
If you are looking for a Christian education for your children, come along and see
St Andrews Christian College — Melbourne’s best kept secret! Our aim is to provide a traditional, academic education within a Christian framework.
Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, the new computing laboratory, Accelerated Reading Programme and our
LEM phonics scheme.
For further information, application forms or an appointment with the Principal, Mr.
Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.

SPECIAL BENEFITS OF ST ANDREWS
Comprehensive curriculum & consistently excellent academic results
Junior and Middle School organization
Strong Creative Arts programme
Parental involvement program that ensures a working partnership between staff, students & parents.
Before and After School Care
Easy access via public transport
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Onward Christian soldier
There are no atheists in the foxholes. In war, a chaplain keeps busy.

oining the Army can be a dangerous
thing. To say the least, it can put your
life in jeopardy… My family and I
learnt that lesson when I answered
God’s call to leave parish ministry and go
into full-time Army chaplaincy.
I had already been an Army Reserve
chaplain in Australia for seven years, so I
knew what was coming. But the Army I
joined last September was the British
(why? that’s another story!). The lives that
were put in jeopardy were those of my family, as we said goodbye to the Auburn congregation in metropolitan Melbourne, our
friends, relatives, cat (a big mistake!),
schools, house and mortgage, forsook our
“circle of influence” in Melbourne, and
stepped out into the big, wide world to
become strangers in a “foreign” country. If
it had not been God leading the way, I don’t
think we would ever have made the move –
or survived.
In the UK (under the auspices of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland), I was
commissioned into the Royal Army
Chaplains’ Department and attended training at Sandhurst and Amport House. After
that, I was let loose into my first posting –
as chaplain to three regiments of the Royal
Logistic Corps in Abingdon and Bicester,

J

Paul
Swinn
Oxfordshire (4 General Support Regiment,
3 Close Support Regiment and 23 Pioneer
Regiment, plus a few smaller units). With
the territory came responsibility for the
spiritual and pastoral care of 2500 soldiers
and their dependants.
Well, I had been in place for five weeks,
put up my bookshelves and managed to
sort out the garage, and was just beginning
to think I could put my feet under the desk,
when “that” phone call came. More precisely, it was a call to my Army mobile
while I was down at the range visiting a
squadron on their annual qualifying shoot.
“Hello, Paul, this is the DCG [Deputy
Chaplain General] … We are intending to
deploy you on Op Telic with 23 Pioneer
Regiment. Is that all right?”
Now, you can hardly say no to a rhetorical question. In any case, every chaplain
wants to deploy if his regiment does. So I
suppose I said “yes”.
The next few weeks remain a bit of a

Covenant College

MUSIC TEACHER
TEACHER-LIBRARIAN
SEC. HUMANITIES TEACHER
INFANTS/PRIMARY TEACHER

Covenant College invites applications for the above part and/or full-time teaching positions commencing Term 4, 2003 and/or Term 1, 2004.
Covenant College, founded in 1991, is a vital, growing Protestant Christian school with over 240
students from K – Yr 10, situated in Gordon A.C.T.
The College seeks to implement a Biblically-integrated curriculum with a commitment to excellence
in a thoroughly Christian world and life view.
Applicants should be committed Christians of the conservative evangelical and reformed persuasion, who are able to subscribe to the Westminster Confession of Faith.
For further details and application forms, contact the Principal:
Mr Donald R. Surtees, Covenant College
PO Box 1067, TUGGERANONG ACT 2901
Telephone: (02) 6294 2455
e-mail: principal@covenant.act.edu.au
Applications close on 17 October 2003
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blur; but on Sunday 9 February our plane
touched down in Kuwait, and I’ve been in
Kuwait or Iraq for the whole of the three
months since. At first we lived in marqueesized, Bedouin tents; but one tent after
another was gradually destroyed by the violent sandstorms which regularly bedevil the
north of Kuwait. In the first few weeks, and
on into the first fortnight of the war, missile alerts became an increasingly regular
feature of our days and nights. Since then,
however, our biggest enemy has become
the heat, the swarms of flies, and the occasional camel spider, scorpion or snake. (If,
by leaving Australia, I thought I would
escape hot, humid, sunny days, I made a big
mistake.)
As unit padre, my role encompasses the
spiritual and pastoral care of the soldiers
and officers of my regiment and any
attached troops. That entails plenty of
travel in the back of Land Rovers over frequently rough terrain, lots of walking, daily
hospital visits (allergic reactions to dust laid
many soldiers low during the first few
weeks), endless conversations at all hours
of day and night, plenty of Church services
(indoors and out-of-doors), and letters to
the families back home in Bicester. I have
lost track of the number of New
Testaments or Bibles I have handed out –
many of which have been very well read.
During the fighting phase, I had particular
responsibility for the pastoral care of the
FIPC Troop, whose task was to care for
the bodies of all British servicemen killed
in action.

F

or the troops, many things affect
morale. The food has been surprisingly
good (but stew every night for the first five
weeks caused more than a few grumbles);
the weather has been dry; and mail has generally come through in a week or so – apart
from interruptions just before and after the
war started. (Mail makes a big difference. If
you know a soldier on operational service,
please write to him: it is the greatest
morale-booster.)
Conversation in the first few weeks frequently turned to the rightness or wrongness of a war against Iraq; but, above all,
the British soldier is a professional and
simply got on with the job he had been

sent to do. (Once in Iraq – with what we saw
– there could be no question the people
needed to be rescued, one way or another,
from their evil regime.) I have nothing but
praise for the enlightened attitude of all British
soldiers and officers to their responsibilities
under international humanitarian law and the
law of armed conflict. Experience in Northern
Ireland, the Balkans and Afghanistan has been
a great teacher.
As a pastor, I have
had to deal with issues
of apprehension and
uncertainty, fear and
stress,
relationship
problems back home,
grief at the death of a
former member of the
regiment, anger at the
number of deaths by
“friendly fire”, and the
thousand
spiritual
questions soldiers have
raised. I have no doubt
that the work of a
chaplain comes into its
own during operations. Again and again, I
have experienced God’s remarkable timing in
sending me to speak to particular soldiers precisely at the moment they needed it.
My role has called for faith, love, empathy,
common sense, initiative, flexibility and plenty
of humour. For many soldiers and officers, I
believe the presence of a padre has injected a
dose of normality into an abnormal situation,
a strand of faith into a climate of uncertainty,
and a sense of personal significance into a
realm of frequent confusion.
We hope to be leaving Iraq soon to return
to England. Our job over here is almost done.
As we leave, I will remember the people of
Iraq. Thankfully, the “humanitarian disaster”
was not as great as the media had predicted,
but the people have many other needs too. As
they rise from the ashes of the old regime, they
need wisdom, forbearance and integrity, if the
new order is to survive. We must remember
the people of Iraq in our prayers.
Paul Swinn and his regiment returned to the
UK two weeks after this article was written in
ap
May.
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Associate Pastor
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• Co-ordinate and lead our growing youth and children’s ministries
• Provide leadership and support to our small group program
• Develop and strengthen our discipleship program
• Share the pastoral load of a growing church.
Previous ministry experience is always a bonus but
we are looking for a person who is teachable,
a team player and willing to catch the
mission and vision of our church.

Information and applications
to Richard Quadrio (02) 9878 8048
richard @macchap.com.au
2 Herring Rd Eastwood 2122 NSW

Theological qualifications are preferred.

The Terrigal Presbyterian Church
Is celebrating

40 Years of faithful preaching and worship
at

2 Willoughby Road, Terrigal, NSW
on

Sunday 14th December, 2003

r
The Right Reverend Stuart Andrews, the State Moderator, will preach
and conduct the Service followed by a short history of the Church.
The Service, at 10am, will be followed by a sit down lunch in the
Church grounds overlooking the beautiful Terrigal Lake.
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Letters
Life-long prosperity

Triagehoseneedwhotoarethinkpromoting
same-sex maragain. Commitment is
not the sole criterion for marriage.
Commitment is one aspect among many
others in a whole range of social contracts
that are not considered a “marriage”. Many
are only for a limited term.
The intent of marriage has always been
life-long. Homosexual relationships break
down regularly, and extra-“commitment”
affairs appear regularly in them. Even in
Holland, where homosexual domestic
partnerships are officially recognised, a
1994 study showed that only 69 per cent
actually lived together, and in these
arrangements, extra-“marital” affairs were
the norm.
True marriage needs a man and a
woman who publicly declare their intent
to life-long commitment. Whether children are brought into that relationship or
not, marriage provides the security essential for the nurture and protection of children, and indeed, for the married’s own
well-being.
Our society already provides the freedom for homosexual people to live
together in a committed relationship if so
desired. The great need of society is not to
change the nature of marriage, but to promote it so future generations can prosper.
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lar and split “tails” so as not to detract
from Christ, Christ’s Word and the work
of the Holy Spirit. I would suggest to
them it is equally an inverse form of pride,
in that they wish to be seen as the new
breed of evangelical pastor.
At funerals I have seen mourners looking round to find the minister. The pastor
at the funeral, at the most important time
in some people’s lives, is invisible in the
madding crowd.
I would like to see the following traditions observed again and taught by the
theological college.
(1) The offering is an “act of worship”
and is placed in the worship service at a
place chosen by the pastor.
(2) Presbyterian clerical dress be worn
at formal times.
(3) At baptisms, the congregation be
asked to stand and be charged with the
responsibility of contributing to the baptised child’s upbringing.
(4) The Aaronic blessing be sung by
the whole congregation standing.
(5) The Lord’s Prayer be used every
service.
(6) The pastor holds both arms up over
the congregation as the Benediction is
pronounced. Sing one of the jazzy benedictions after this by all means.
(7) There should be as little activity as
possible as we file into a worship service
and until the pastor has made the formal
approach to God in genuine worship.
Nice approach music on the organ is helpful. A gaggle of youth wandering around
the communion table, tuning instruments
and practicing chords does not help in the
approach to worship.

Geoffrey Bullock
Toowoomba, Qld

J.M.Holmes,
Maitland, NSW

Clerical garb

Culture: take the low road
Iyoung
have been advised that the more recent
ministers, or pastors as they prefer Scott Rae (AP, August) sounds a timely
to be called, have done away with the col- warning for us not to think that relativism

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at
South Yarra Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 6.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)

is a spent force in Western culture. I agree
with most of what Dr Rae said. However,
I felt he used some rather unguarded language, such as the claim it is “self-evident
that some cultures are morally superior to
others”. I agree that some aspects of some
cultures are superior, but any world culture is a complex blend of diverse views
and practices. Is Dr Rae claiming that, in a
plenary sense (or even at most points), one
culture is morally superior to another?
Such broad sweeping statements are
rather easily misappropriated by right
wing racial supremacists. Indeed, similar
rhetoric has been the justification for
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much atrocity and oppression throughout
history.
Whilst the relativist “worship” of culture is false, we must also avoid the opposite extreme of a false cultural absolutism.
No culture is sacrosanct, and every culture must be judged at every point by biblical truth and morality. But to make the
blanket assertion that some cultures as a
whole are superior to other cultures is a
careless statement that leaves the path
open to cultural (not biblical) absolutism.
Our own Presbyterian history provides
us with examples of spurious cultural
absolutism. Our Scottish highlander
ancestors chose the Evangelical wing over
the Established Presbyterians or the
Anglicans because it better distinguished
biblical absolutes from cultural relativism.
Where others suppressed Gaelic culture as
inferior to their own English and Lowland
culture, Evangelicals often encouraged it,
correcting only what needed to be transformed by the gospel, inculcating a truly
native church rather than an Anglicised
cultural clone.
Greg Munro
Scottsdale TAS

Tortured? By whom?

O

ver the past five years I have worked
with people living with what societies
have decided to label an “intellectual disability” and/or a “mental illness”.
Cheryl Willis’s letter “Casting Out
Demons” (AP, June) concerned a person
she merely passed in the street. What evidence has she that he was a “tortured”,
“possessed” “miserable wretch”. None,
because she “just knew”.
Are the Gospels to blame for this
frightening example of ignorance and
moral superiority? Maybe. In Matthew
alone, Jesus casts out a seemingly generic
brand of “demon” in 4:24, 8:16, 9:32-33,
8:28-33, 12:22 and 15:21-28. In Matthew
10:8, He instructs his disciples to “cast out
demons”, and in 17:14-21 He makes a definite link between a lack of “faith” and
their inability to cast out a particular
demon. It is easy to see why Cheryl Willis
believes she “just knew”.
Could these examples, and others like
them in the Bible, simply illustrate how
societies have “demonised” the neurological differences they did not understand?
Does this hypothesis expose the “truth”
of what is allegedly the revealed “word of
God”? Is that why this “poor soul” should
be “exorcised”?
Have the Gospels or Cheryl Willis

L

given us a greater understanding of these
differences? Have they increased humanity’s understanding of itself? Or has the
entire history of Christian physiological
guesswork merely been a perpetuating
cycle of neglect and persecution of people
that are simply “different” for the last
2000 years?
Colin Young
Annandale, NSW

In memoriam

F

urther to the obituary of Catherine
Ritchie (AP, July), Cath lived in Sydney
for some years. When our family came to
live in North Sydney in 1969, she was a
much loved and respected elder of St.
Peter’s Church. All who knew her
remembered her faith, expressed in her
whole life, and her loving care of those to
whom she ministered.
Rev. Theodora Hobbs,
Lavender Bay, NSW

Children welcome

IAlanjustPerrie’s
had to take up my pen in answer to
letter (AP, August). The
churches he visited are not like our
Presbyterian Church in Mt Gambier SA,
as it is a delight to see the children in the
church. The Sunday school teachers
always prepare something from the Bible
and act it out with the children each
Sunday. It is a big part of our worship service and something we all enjoy as we see
the lovely young faces light up.
Second, I was so pleased to see God
says no to homosexuality in your magazine and I am also very proud and glad
that the church says no and, most important, the Bible says no.
I love your magazine, and read it from
cover to cover each month.
Heather Davidson
Mt Gambier SA

Farsighted and independent

Lpuzzled
ike Phillip Storrs (AP, June) I once
over the reference in Romans
8:29 to God’s foreknowledge. If God’s
gracious self-deliberations were somehow
dependent on his ability to play the video
of history before the events, then the
King of Kings would have less authority
than the Governor General’s rubber
stamp. Praise God this is not so, or none
of us would, left to our own devices,
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choose our destiny rightly and God
would be bound to endorse our folly.
Knowing people is different from knowing events.
God foreknows us in the same sense
in which he says of his people in Amos
3:2 “You only have I known (i.e. loved or
chosen, see NASB, NIV) among all the
families of the earth ...”. There is no
room for complacency here (as the rest
of the verse makes clear), rather an
encouragement to persevere in the grace
in which we stand. There is no incompatibility with Westminster Confession 3:2
which is speaking of God’s foreseeing of
future events, and which denies that his
determination is dependent on this foreseeing.
John Davies
Burwood, NSW

Venerable title?

F

or some time I have asked ministers the
origins of the use of the title Reverend.
However no one can answer the question
with any certainty. Perhaps your readers
can help? Is it purely an indication of academic achievement or does it go further
to status in society and the church itself?
Many people with academic qualifications

have no title to indicate this, except the
letters behind their names. The title
“Reverend” indicates to me a person better than others. Yet Jesus says that “...no
one is good but God alone...” These days
it appears that some ministers are prepared to be called pastor, but still retain
the use of the “rev.” title with their correspondence. Worse still I feel is the adding
of Right Rev. and Very Rev. for the
Moderator. Is this really in the Reformed
tradition or have we inherited from others?
Izaak Visser,
Bowral, NSW

Police lead church

Cmentongratulations
to the NSW governon calling an alcohol summit. All
power to the NSW police association for
advocating the cessation of alcohol advertising at sporting events and with the electronic coverage of sport – a long overdue
reform. The closure of all hotels at 10pm
would seem to be an obvious benefit.
I am disappointed at the silence of the
churches on this matter.
Dr John Woods,
Winmalee, NSW

Reformed College of Ministries
A MINISTRY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF QUEENSLAND

POSITION OF LECTURER
IN BIBLICAL STUDIES: NEW TESTAMENT/GREEK EXEGESIS
The present term of the lecturer in New Testament/Greek Exegesis at the
Reformed College of Ministries, Brisbane, concludes on 31st December, 2004.
Accordingly the Committee on Ministries Training invites applications for
appointment to the position. The position is full-time, normally for terms of five
years, effective from 1st January, 2005. The present incumbent is intending to
retire from the position.
Applicants must hold a research Master’s degree or higher in New Testament,
and preferably have pastoral and teaching experience. Applicants should provide full curricula vitae and the names of three persons from whom a written
report evaluating their suitablity for this position (academically, educationally,
and pastorally) may be sought.
Applicants must be able to be inducted as a minister or elder of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, subscribing to its doctrinal standards.
For further details please
contact: The convener,
Rev. Dr. Matthew Kim on (07)3300
3132 or at matkim@uq.net.au

Applications (by 30 December,
2003) to:
The secretary, Rev. Robert Herrgott,
54 Parkside Cresent, The Gap, Qld 4061
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OCTOBER 2003
21 Praise God for the ministry of Stewart
Dinnen, Launceston, Tasmania who
recently finished his earthly course
after 55 years with WEC, and pray for
all Christian workers influenced by
Stewart and Marie.
22 The Kids Weekender Camp for grades
4-7 (24-26th) at Camp Moogerah Qld
and Be Creative Ladies Camp at
Dakabin (31st to 2nd Nov.).
23 The vacant Clarinda parish
Melbourne; (about 100 c&a (communicants and adherents), 20 yf (younger
folk – Sunday School and youth) and
2 e (elders). Interim moderator,
preachers and filling of the vacancy.
24 Penshurst parish southern Sydney;
with about 100 c&a, 5 yf and 11 e.
Interim moderator, preachers and filling of the vacancy.
25 Clifton-Allora home mission station
Qld Darling Downs; with about 90
c&a, 45 yf and 8 e. Dan and Verena
Bosshard.
26 The students, staff and council of
Kings College, Warrnambool Vic. Neil
Benfell principal.
27 During the 30 days of the Muslim fast
of Ramadan starting today pray that
many of the world 1.3 billion followers of Islam will be turned to the Lord
Jesus.
28 Presbytery of Sydney North; 20
parishes totaling 24 congregations
(including four Korean churches) with
2900 communicants and adherents; 2
deaconesses, 14 retired ministers, 6
under jurisdiction, 4 theological candidates; Peter Boase clerk.
29 New Life home mission station,
Camira, southern Brisbane; with
about 25 c&a, and 5 e. Norm and
Trish Bartlett.
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30 Praise God for the rediscovery at the
Reformation in the 1500s of such central truths as that Glory is for God
alone, Scripture alone is the source of
knowledge of Him; Christ alone is
our Mediator; salvation is by grace
alone through faith alone. Pray our
church may remain faithful to them.
31 Uphold the devotions, business and
fellowship of the WA General
Assembly meeting at Leederville.

10
11

12
NOVEMBER 2003
1 Norwood-Para Hills parish Adelaide;
with about 95 c&a, 40 yf and 9 e. Reg
and Elaine Mathews, Damian and
Kelly Carson, the Prezra School of
Theology and the Vision Bookshop.
2 Continue to pray for Muslims, especially the 170 million in Indonesia
(80%) and the 250 thousand in
Australia.
3 Pray for the moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy in the
Carisbrook-Smeaton home mission
station Victoria; with about 40 c&a
and 3 e.
4 Toukley parish north of Sydney; with
about 100 c&a, 5 yf and 8 e. Peter
Dunstan.
5 Matthew APWM/Red Sea Team
worker from Seacliff, Adelaide, studying in West Asia.
6 Gilgandra parish NW NSW including
Gulargambone and Tooraweena; with
about 230 c&a, 55 yf and 14 e. Tony
and Heather Adams.
7 Presbytery of Benalla north of
Melbourne; 7 parishes and 3 home mission stations totaling 24 congregations
with 750 communicants and adherents;
1 retired minister, 1 theological candidate; Dallas Clarnette clerk.
8 Lower Blue Mountains charge NSW
(St. Margaret’s, Blaxland); with about
90 c&a, 35 yf and 8 e. Graham and
Jenny Self.
9 Continue to pray for Muslims, all
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15
16

17

18

19

20

those in countries strongly Muslim
and those attracted to the gospel but
faced with rejection and often death if
they convert.
Pray for Interim moderator, preachers
and filling of the vacancy in the ParkesForbes-Peak Hill parish western NSW.
Chris Bubb (pilot-engineer), Narelle
and their two young children
APWM/MAF workers from
Townsville as they start work in PNG.
Sale home mission station, Gippsland,
Vic.; with about 90 c&a, 5 yf and 1 e.
Peter and Patricia Swinn.
Robert and Lucy Quinn
APWM/Pioneers workers from
Campbelltown NSW serving in PNG
training national pastors.
Glen Innes home mission station
northern NSW; with about 60 c&a, 35
yf. and 4 e. The moderator, preachers
and filling of the vacancy.
Ayr parish North Qld including Clare
and Millaroo; with about 100 c&a, 50
yf and 3 e. Ian and Roseanne Johnson.
Keep praying for Muslims, that the
Lord will reveal Himself to them
despite all they have heard against the
Gospel.
Tallangatta home mission station
northern Vic. including Corryong and
Dederang; with about 40 c&a, 10 yf
and 4 e. The moderator, preachers and
filling of the vacancy.
Presbytery of Dubbo western NSW; 7
parishes totalling 19 congregations
with 900 c&a; 1 retired minister, 1
under jurisdiction,1 theological candidate; Frank Savage clerk.
Caulfield-Elwood parish,Melbourne;
with about 55 c&a, 15 yf and 5 e. Pray
for the interim moderator Stuart
Bonnington, preachers and filling of
the vacancy.
Parramatta City parish, Sydney meeting at Carlingford; with about 170
c&a, 55 yf and 5 e. Luke and Debra
Tattersall.

Subscription form
Please send me Australian Presbyterian magazine ...
1 year subscription ($35.20 inc. GST)
2 year ($60.50 inc. GST)

3 year ($82.50 inc. GST)

Overseas: $A43 per year.

Donation.
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Deliver to:
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . City/Suburb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.code . . . . . . . . . . . .
Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Please debit $__________ from my
Visa
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Expiry date:____/____
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Books
Ministering Like the
Master
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from Matthew 11.28 that our Lord’s
appeal went out to all, even though not all
would be moved by grace to respond in
faith.
Ministering Like the Master is one of
those books which makes a contribution
out of all proportion to its size. “Take and
read”!

Three Messages for Today’s
Preachers

Bob Thomas is minister of St Kilda
Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Stuart Ollyot
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 2003.
Reviewed by Bob Thomas

The Revelation of God

I

Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 2002.
Reviewed by Michael Wishart

f it is true (and it is) that a preacher
should read a book about preaching every
year, this is my recommendation for 2003
(or 2004 if you’ve already read your book
on preaching for this year).
Stuart Ollyot, who is pastoral director
of the Evangelical Movement of Wales,
has written up three lectures he gave at the
Banner of Truth Leicester Conference in
2000 into an 86-page book.
We who “preach His birth, His life, His
cross, the blood of His atonement” know
that our Lord was ever so much more
than the greatest teacher who ever lived.
Even the liberals allow that. Nevertheless,
it does us no harm to remember that he
was at least that, and as such he left us an
example that we should follow.
Moreover we who believe that the
Bible not only gives us the matter we are
to proclaim but also gives us the manner
in which and the method whereby we are
to proclaim it will find our conviction
confirmed by these pages.
Stuart Ollyot has therefore done us a
great favour with his masterly analysis of
the teaching methods of Jesus. In three
brief chapters he outlines and explores the
propositions that “Our Lord Was Not a
Boring Preacher”, “Our Lord Was an
Evangelistic Preacher” and “Our Lord
Was Not Just a Preacher”.
As he writes he demonstrates, and
interacts with his audience in much the
same way we gather from the Gospel
record that Jesus did with His. By practising what he preaches he gives us a sense of
how effective Jesus’ methods are.
Along the way he tackles some difficulties. For example, among those of us
who believe in limited atonement there
are some who proceed to the illogical conclusion that it is therefore not necessary
to make the free offer of the Gospel to all.
By exhorting us to “open your arms …
invite … promise … explain …” he shows

Peter Jensen

Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Aread,rchbishop
Jensen’s book is easy to
biblically based and has made a significant contribution to the modern discussion concerning the revelation of
God. He approaches the whole topic in a
fresh, Christ-centred way through the
simplest distillation of the gospel-message imaginable – “Jesus is Lord”. He
makes some very helpful comments concerning critical scholarship and the question of contemporary claims concerning
revelation.
In this book Jensen tackles the tragic
acceptance of post-enlightenment negativity toward the Bible by modern theology. By beginning with the central tenet
of the gospel, Jesus is Lord, he re-establishes the centrality of the Bible as the
Revelation of God.
Michael Wishart is a final year student at the
Presbyterian
Theological
College,
Melbourne.

The Trapeze Artist
Jean Sietzema-Dickson
Poetica Christi Press
Available from Poetica Christi Press,
493 Elgar Road, Mont Albert North 3129.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

P

from a Christian point of view. Of all the
genres of literature, poetry is the most
personal – either it is appreciated or not
valued in the way hoped for. The Trapeze
Artist expresses a strong movement from
personal confusion and darkness to the
confidence of Christian faith, drawn from
the real life experience of the author. I
have enjoyed reading through it a number
of times and feel confident that others will
as well. It speaks of hope from the midst
of depression, and sadly/glady there are
many people who may benefit from its
thoughts.

oetica Christi Press is the publishing
arm of the Wordsmith Poetry Group (039890 5885) which meets monthly in Box
Hill in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne.
A number of anthologies have been published since 1990 as well as bookmarks,
cards and tapes. Poetry in general has
fallen on hard times, let alone poetry
which seeks to interpret human existence

The Difficult Doctrine
of the Love of God
D.A. Carson
Leicester: IVP, 2000
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

T

o many a modern Christian or pretender to the title, the love of God presents no problems at all. “I’m okay,
you’re okay” – we are all lovable.
Andrew Greeley found in the 1980s that
most Americans preferred to see God as
their friend rather than as their king and
Lord. If anything, that trend is probably
more pronounced in Australia. In
response to this, Don Carson shows
how the concept of God’s love is used in
many ways in Scripture – to describe the
love within the Godhead (e.g. John
3:35; 5:20), God’s providential care for
all creation (Matt.6:26; 10:29), His
desire that this fallen world be saved
(John 3:16; Ezek.33:11), His particular
love for the elect (Eph.1:4-5), and His
conditional love (e.g. Jude 21; John
15:9-10).
So many clichés are simply misleading
e.g. “God loves everybody equally” or
“God’s love is unconditional”. These
depend upon what sense is meant. For
example, God loves all equally in the sense
that He cares for all creation, but it cannot
be said that God loved Jacob in the same
way that He loved Esau. Quite the contrary, as Malachi 1:2-3 makes clear.
As always, Carson manages to be clear,
stimulating, intelligent, spiritual and helpful. This is a short work, but there is
plenty in it to keep us thinking rightly
about the love of God.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.
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Our meddlesome priests
Clerics have had a political voice for 3000 years – thank God!

oreign
minister
Alexander
Downer is unhappy with clerics
who rush for “cheap headlines’’.
He’s not the first politician to
resent religious interference, and he surely
won’t be the last. Obvious examples
include Margaret Thatcher’s irritation at
the presumptuous prelates who opposed
economic rationalism and the traditional
antipathy of people called Henry for people called Thomas – for example, Henry II
and Thomas Beckett, or Henry VIII and
Thomas More.
Then there’s Ahab, 9th century BC
king of Israel and husband of Jezebel. He
contended with two prophets: Elijah, who
fled into exile, and Micaiah, who was
imprisoned for (accurately) predicting the
wicked king’s death in battle.
Even Ahab was following earlier footsteps. Israel’s very first king, Saul, soon
fell foul of the prophet and judge Samuel,
and earlier still Moses commanded
Pharaoh to let his people go, that they
might worship God.
Unfortunately for Downer, he is shaking his fist at a tradition stretching back
more than 3000 years. The JudeoChristian history is replete with religious
leaders demanding that political leaders
turn aside to consider justice.
The Old Testament has much, much
more emphasis on what we now call social
justice and economic exploitation than
the family values and personal morals
politicians believe are the proper preserve
of the church. The prophetic voice is primarily about repentance.
Amos is typical when he fulminates
against those who “turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the
ground’’, who “trample on the poor’’, and
“deprive the poor of justice in the courts’’
(Amos 5).
In the New Testament the Apostle
Peter makes the principle clear in Acts 5,
when he tells the religious rulers that he
must obey God rather than them.
In fairness to Alexander Downer, his
speech last month was carefully nuanced.
He recognised the church’s right to join
political debate, but complained it too
often sought cheap headlines. He targeted
bishops who were “remarkably vague and

F

Barney
Zwartz
uncertain about matters which their faith
should teach them with certitude but
remarkably certain and dogmatic on matters of considerable complexity and ambiguity about which they have no particular
expertise’’.
He suggested they drop the divisive
“partisan politicking’’ and concentrate on
providing a spiritual and moral compass.
One might
say
fair enough.
The church
But,
though
can no longer
Downer does not
expect to be endorse this, he
the dominant provided fodder
voice, but that for a widespread
doesn’t mean view in the comit should suf- munity that the
fer permanent church should
laryngitis. focus on personal piety, that
religion is an
essentially private affair that has no place
on the public stage. Just watch the newspaper letters page for the outrage when a
Catholic bishop or MP speaks out on
abortion or bioethics.
By the simple tenets of democracy,
such resentment is utterly misplaced.
Certainly in a pluralist society the church
can no longer expect to be the dominant
voice, but that doesn’t mean it should suffer permanent laryngitis.
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That so many people now believe that
it should represents one of the church’s
biggest failures over the past 40 years: the
retreat into piety. The Catholic Church,
with its tradition of moral theology, can
largely be exempted, but in many
Protestant churches the emphasis has
been very much on individual salvation,
on a personal relationship with the
Saviour, at the expense of the communal
and social aspects of the faith.

B

ut personal piety and social commitment are not mutually exclusive. In
orthodox Christianity they feed each
other. Christians’ love and gratitude to
God helps drive their commitment to
each other, and to the poor, the lonely, the
lost. Christians are called into community
– an entirely private faith is a contradiction in terms.
The subtext for political critics of the
church – including, I suspect, Alexander
Downer – is don’t embarrass us. Don’t
make difficulties. But many in the community want the church to do precisely
that; to take a watchdog role.
As the famous Catholic Archbishop of
Melbourne Daniel Mannix observed,
politicians like to complain about meddling
clerics, but they only really object when the
intervention is on behalf of the other side.
And if parliament’s clerical critics
sometimes exaggerate, or seem self-interested, or simply get it wrong, politicians
can hardly cast the first stone.
Barney Zwartz is religious affairs writer for
The Age, where this article first appeared. ap

