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editorial

P

robably the hardest job in the world and the one for
which we are least qualified is being a good parent.
While we can have impressive degrees and qualifications from leading educational institutions, there is
no formal course that prepares us for being a successful father
or mother. People who enjoy spectacular achievement in their
business or professional life can be lamentable failures on the
home-front. The stories are legion. One that I remember
came from Newsweek in September, 1972. It was a tragic
account of parental failure.
“When West German industrialist Friedrich Flick died, he
left a personal fortune estimated at 1.5 billion dollars, a business empire that embraced all or part of some 300 firms and a
reputation as perhaps the crustiest, craftiest magnate ever to
operate on the German business scene.
“Flick was wholly dedicated to his work (he buried his wife
at 3:00pm one day in 1966 and was back at his desk two hours
later), but unlike such German industrialists as Alfred Krupp,
Robert Bosch, and Ernst van Siemens, he never really made
anything: he simply put companies together. “He always
made the right moves,” summed up one awed observer. “He
was the Bobby Fischer of the industrialist world.”
At his death, the Flick empire generated annual sales in
excess of $3 billion. But for all his enormous power and
wealth, the old man had one very human shortcoming: he
could not control his family. By last week a Flick family fight
over the old man’s empire had employees, bankers and politicians alike shuddering over the eventual impact it might have
on the West German economy.”
The failure of Herr Flick as a parent serves to remind us
that while we may enjoy extraordinary success on the business front, in the even bigger business of being an effective
father or mother, we can be completely bankrupt. Flick was
able to cobble companies together; but he couldn’t do it with
his own family. He was materially rich but relationally poor.
In this issue of Australian Presbyterian we explore what it
means to be a good parent. It requires a discerning knowledge
of the human heart, reliance upon God’s grace, humility, and
an acute awareness of the shaping influences of our surrounding culture. We hope you enjoy it.
Peter Hastie ap
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Teen terrorists?
Parents often see their children as junior al-Qaeda. It’s wrong – and unnecessary.

D

r Paul Tripp is a lecturer in
Practical
Theology
at
Westminster
Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia and is
director of Changing Lives Ministries. He
has served as a pastor, principal of a
Christian school and faculty member of
the Christian Counseling and Education
Foundation in Glenside, Philadelphia.
He is also the author of Age of
Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting
Teens, War of Words: Getting to the Heart of
Your Communication Struggles and
Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands:
People in Need of Change Helping People
in Need of Change. He is a frequent contributor to the Journal of Biblical
Counseling. Dr Tripp and his wife, Luella,
have four children. He has had first-hand
experience as a father of teenagers.

What sort of goals should a parent
have as their children reach the
teenage years?
Unfortunately, western culture has had
a terribly cynical view of the teen years.
It’s a view that is largely biologically

Paul Tripp
talks to

Peter Hastie
based. People tend to see teenagers as a
collection of raging, rebel hormones
encased in skin. Of course, the idea is that
you can’t talk to a hormone. I read someone who put it very well. He said that if
you add the word “teenage” to any other
word, it becomes a negative. Take
“teenage driver”. That’s a simple instance
of how this particular age-group attracts
cynicism.
The problem with this way of looking
at teens is that it’s a subtle denial of the
Gospel. Actually, what we’re really saying
is that there’s a class of people for whom
the Gospel won’t work. That’s a devastating theology. My experience is that when
parents buy into that view of the Gospel
for their teenagers, it begins to bleed over
into other relationships. They begin to
have doubts about whether Christ can
reach all sorts of people.
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That means that simply surviving your
teenagers is not enough of a goal. In a
sense, having survival as a goal is selfish
because it’s focused simply on getting
yourself through a difficult time. The
other problem with having survival as a
goal is that, as parents, we tend to settle
for external, behaviourist sorts of goals.
We try to deal with our kids according to
the Nike way … “Just do it!” Children
who have only had parents who want to
regulate and control their behaviour don’t
have much when they leave the home.
In America, for example, we have had a
huge number of kids from Christian
homes who go off to college and forsake
the faith. Actually, I suspect that they
never had it in the first place. In fact, what
they had was the faith of their parents. It’s
just that they never internalised it for
themselves. All that the college situation
does is reveal the true heart of the
teenager which had been masked by
parental control and regulations.
Naturally, all parents need to have regulations which control the behaviour of
their children, but it’s not enough of a

goal. The sort of rule-keeping that we
describe as behaviourism, which is disconnected from the heart, is repudiated
throughout the Bible and was the peculiar
sin of the Pharisees. Christ roundly condemned it. And yet Christian parents can
be very successful at creating a new generation of young Pharisees who live with no
sense of need for the Gospel at all, because
they’re quite good at keeping external
rules. That’s pretty scary to me.
We need to see that the final years of a
child’s life at home are a time of unprecedented opportunity. As a child’s world
unfolds before him and he experiences
greater freedom, his heart gets revealed.
This means that we have to take every
opportunity to be part of the final stage of
preparation. Being involved with our
teenagers at a deep level is something we
mustn’t avoid.

What’s the real problem that
teenagers face? Is it their hormones
or is it their hearts?
The world says it’s their hormones; but
the Bible says, in literally hundreds of
ways, that human beings live out of their
hearts. We like to think that it’s other people and circumstances that cause us to do
what we do. However, this little bit of
blame-shifting comes straight out of the
garden of Eden. The Bible says that our
situations and relationships are merely
the occasions in which our hearts express
themselves. I really live out of my heart.
The heart is the directional system for
each one of us.

What do you mean when you use the
word ‘heart’?
The Bible has a very simple anthropology. It says that people consist of two
parts: the outer man – which is your
earth-suit, and the inner man – which is
your spiritual self. The Bible uses a number of words – mind, emotion, will, spirit
– to describe the heart. In a sense, “the
heart” is one, big basket term; it’s really
biblical shorthand for the inner man and
all its functions.
The Bible attributes many important
functions to the heart. It tells us that we
feel, think, purpose, desire, believe with
our hearts. We also receive or reject God’s
new covenant with them too. This means
that if the heart is the steering wheel of the
human being, if it’s the thing that causes
us to do what we do, then it’s quite obvious that the focus of parenting has to be
the heart.
Christ, as you know, uses the example
of the tree to explain the function of the

heart. You look at the tree and its fruit and
you say: “That’s an apple tree, because it
has apples.” Now we know that the reason it has apples is because it is apple-istic
right down to its roots. If it wasn’t an
apple tree by nature, it wouldn’t produce
apples. In Christ’s example, the tree
equals the heart, and the fruit equals
behaviour and its consequences.
I often use this example. Imagine that
you have an apple tree in the backyard.
Now this particular tree produces horrible
apples year after year. So I say to my wife,
“I think I can fix our apple tree.” So I go
out with a big ladder and cut off all the old
apples. Then I nail delicious red apples all
over the tree. I stand back…and from 50
feet it now
looks like a
good apple tree.
Christian
But we all know
parents can be
what’s going to
very successful
happen, don’t
at creating a
we?
Those
new generation
apples are going
to rot too,
of young
because if the
Pharisees.
tree is consistently producing bad apples,
then there’s something wrong with the
system, right down to its roots. We all
realize that we won’t solve the problem by
nailing apples onto the tree. But this is the
problem with much of modern child-rearing, even in Christian circles. A lot of
what we call biblical parenting is nothing
more than apple-nailing. And what happens is that six weeks later, or perhaps six
months or six years, the child or youth is
right back to where they were before.

So you’re saying that many Christian
parents are behaviourists?
Yes, that’s right. But the problem is
that they don’t realise they are. And much
of the time it’s because they’re untaught.
If you go to the average Christian
bookstore, unless it carries Shepherding a
Child’s Heart by Ted Tripp or my book,
Age of Opportunity, you won’t even hear
the word “heart” mentioned in books on
parenting. They are all about techniques
and strategies for controlling behaviour.
They are behaviourist, even though they
appear in Christian guise.
The scary thing about these books is
that they often have a temporary effectiveness. It’s true – I can control a child’s
behaviour through a variety of means. If I
lay enough guilt on my child, it will move
him. Or if I manipulate him with something he wants, a new car or a new bike,

that will be temporarily effective. Or I can
threaten him. That may be of limited
effectiveness too. However, the problem
is that none of these things last. The
minute the threat’s gone, the inner man
hasn’t changed. And the child goes right
back to where he was. And that’s what’s
happening all over the place, not just in
the culture, but in the church as well.

Why do parents usually find the
teenage years of their children the
most demanding and threatening of
all?
I would like to be able to say, as the
father of four children, all of them now
grown up (although one is still a teen),
that the only time I got angry was when
one of them broke God’s law. However,
what is in fact true, and I think it’s true of
all of us, is that often I wasn’t angry
because they had sinned, but because their
sin had gotten in the way of something
that I wanted. And what often gets in the
way of parenting teenagers is the idolatry
of their mother and father.
As a father, I too live for comfort,
appreciation, success, respect, and control. Now none of those things, in and of
themselves, is wrong. But they must not
rule my heart. If they do rule my heart,
then in a moment of teen trouble, I will be
likely to personalise what is not personal
and be adversarial in my approach to you.
I’ll turn a moment of God-given ministry
opportunity into a moment of anger,
rather than going after your heart. I’ll settle for quick situational solutions because
I just want to get in and out of the room
and get it over with. At that moment, I
will be enraged with you because you have
stopped me from realising what is really
important to me.
That’s why the key to being used by
God with your children is to start with
your own heart. Try this as an experiment.
Imagine someone shooting a video of
every waking moment of your life over
the last six weeks. What would it reveal
about the things you are serving? What
would you say is really important to you?
You hear parents confess their idolatry
in roundabout ways all the time: “I do all
this for you and this is the thanks I get?”
Or a father says “How dare you do this to
me!”, as if the child has plotted against
him. I guess it feels personal to a parent
because the child has prevented him from
serving the idol that’s ruling his life. It can
be a huge struggle for the parents at times.
But the teenage years are a time of
unprecedented opportunity. I’ve found
that the most important thing I can do to
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help parents is to get them to begin the
search for idolatry in their lives. Then,
when they find it, to confess it and forsake
it.
If parents do not deal with their personal idolatry first, then all the strategies I
give you are not going to help. In fact,
goal-setting won’t help either. Why?
Because, you always end up serving what
rules your heart. It’s like the law of gravity: it’s always operating. That’s why I
love reformed theology because it gets to
the heart of the problem through its radical view of human nature. Reformed theology declares that worship isn’t first an
activity for human beings; worship is first
an identity. We are worshippers; you can’t
not worship. We are always in the service
of something. And if I’m not serving God
in the life of my teenager, then I’m serving
other things. It’s just an inescapable principle.

What are the most important opportunities where parents play a strategic
role in their teenage children’s lives?
Let me begin by saying that I am
always struck by how transcultural and
transgenerational the Bible really is. We
tend to divide human beings into all these
subcultures, believing that we are very different from one another. In some ways we
might be, but I should add that the Bible
is able to cast its net in a way that catches
everyone.
This means that the Bible speaks to the
typical struggles of young people in every
culture. It works in a situation when a son
says to his dad “Father, I need to bed
down the camel”, and it works when a son
says “Dad, I forgot to put gas in the car”.
It spans those generations. So it’s not
hard to look at Scripture and realise that
the Bible is right when it defines the typical struggles of a young person. Those
struggles are the opportunity for discerning parents.
For instance, the book of Proverbs is
very clear in reminding us that teenagers
don’t usually hunger for wisdom and correction. I’ve never had one of my kids say
to me “As I was riding the bus home from
school I was thinking, ‘Dad, you’re a
really wise man. I’d just love to sit at your
feet and drink in some more of your wisdom’ or ‘Dad, I realise that when you correct me you are showing me your love.
Would you like to correct me some
more?’ ”. So what should be my goal here?
As a parent I realise that wisdom is crucial
to pleasing God, and yet it’s not the thing
for which my teenager tends to hunger.
So now I’ve got my job description. It’s
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to sell my teenager something that he is
not seeking. And so I decide that I’ll
model being a wise man. I want to show
him that wisdom is a beautiful and wonderful thing. And I want to sell wisdom
to him so that he becomes a really keen
consumer. The point I’m making is that in
each area of teenage struggle there’s wonderful parental opportunity.
Another characteristic of teenagers is
that they tend to be very legalistic. They
don’t particularly love God’s law, they frequently debate the boundaries, and
they’re very boundary-oriented. I tell people that if God’s law is like a fence, then

What often
gets in
the way of
parenting
teenagers is
the idolatry of
their mother
and father.

my kids grew up with fence-marks on
their faces. As teenagers they were always
pressing against the fence. Now you don’t
solve the problem of teenage legalism by
debating where the boundary is. Why?
Because a child who is pressing his face
against the fence is believing a very significant lie. The lie is that the good stuff is
out there and God is keeping him from it.
What I need to do is turn his body to
the inside of the yard and show him the
glory of what God has called us to. Can
you imagine living in a town where everybody was gentle and kind, no one ever
stole, there was no such things as envy,
murder or adultery, no one coveted,
everyone was always patient? That’s
God’s world! So in each one of those areas
of teen struggle there are wonderful
opportunities for parents.

You’ve said that if parents don’t
regard the teenage years as a time of
unprecedented opportunity, it’s
because they’ve got something wrong
with their own hearts. What’s the
problem with adult hearts when they
begin to resent their teenage children?
What happens in the teen years is that
a dynamic relational change takes place.
When my child is young, he is pretty
much the slave to whatever my agenda is.
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I am totally in control. He goes wherever
I tell him; the only friends he has in the
house are the ones that I approve.
However, the more my teenager’s world
widens, the less that’s true. And what happens is that this adolescent sinner has a
remarkable ability to mess up my world.
He can’t help himself. Every one of his
choices collides with mine. I tell parents
it’s like this: you can’t stand next to a puddle for too long without being splashed by
its mud. The fact is that every parent of a
teen is dealing with a person who is struggling to come to terms with life. We must
also realise that every teenager is a sinner
and is trying to learn how to live in God’s
world, learning what it means to be godly,
and learning the dangers of sin. There’s no
possible way that that won’t have a huge
impact on my life. And that’s why people
don’t like their teenagers.
Teenagers are completely different
from the babies that we held in our arms.
We loved to hear them coo and they smelt
so fresh. It seems so ironic that the tiny
person who brought us so much joy is the
same young man I now resent. In fact, I’m
so mad with him, I don’t even want to sit
down and have a meal with him. Why?
Because he’s made my world uncomfortable. That’s it. And I don’t like my world
being turned upside-down. I like a world
that’s predictable and controlled. And I
deeply resent the fact that I have lost that
level of comfort and control that I previously had.
Actually, what my teenager reveals in
me when I get angry and frustrated with
him is a depth and consistency of self-love
that is one of the horrible effects of sin.
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:15 that
Jesus came that those “who live, should
no longer live unto themselves but for
him who for their sakes died and was
raised.” Jesus is saying that selfishness is
the endemic result of sin. It makes you
totally self-absorbed.
And so what do I want? I want presanctified, self-parenting children. I want
children that I can always take to a restaurant without being embarrassed. I want
kids who will do their homework without
me being on their backs. I want an easy
life for myself. And frankly, I never
expected that becoming a parent meant
that I would have to lay my life down for
my kids. But that’s exactly what God calls
me to do. My redemption cost Christ not
only His glory; it also cost Him His life.
That’s the model.

What sort of attitudes and approach
should parents have to the family if

they are to be in the right frame of
mind to deal with their teens?
First, we need to understand how the
modern workplace has devalued the
importance of family relationships. This
trend began with the modern industrial
revolution. Two hundred years ago, when
industry was cottage-based, if the family
was in crisis the shop shut down to settle
the problem because the family ran the
business. But if you remove men from the
home and relocate the place of work, all of
a sudden industry begins to dictate
lifestyle. What man today would call his
boss and say, “I’m going to be two hours
late because I’m sorting out a difficult
problem in our home and it needs to be
dealt with now.” What you do is say to
your wife, “I can’t talk about that now
because I have to be at work.”
As work and family life became separate, men began increasingly to define
success in terms of their performance on
the job rather than on their success in the
home. Then along came the further problem of women leaving the home to travel
to their work. Now women are also defining their personal success in terms of job
performance. Today we are generations
down the road from our Christian forbears on thinking about the family. Sadly,
we don’t think nearly as much of the place
of family relationships when we think of
the definition of a successful life. But we
need to. We must come to a position
where we say: “There is nothing that I will
ever be that will rival the importance of
God’s work in the formation of my children’s souls.” There is nothing more
important than that. And that demands
some hard choices.
When I go out to speak, I’ll make that
challenge to men in the congregation. I’ll
point the finger and say: “There are some
of you that are so busy in your careers that
you’re seldom home, and when you are,
you are so physically exhausted that you
have nothing to offer your children. There
are men here who actually don’t even
know your own kids. And I want to offer
a radical challenge to you. Go to your boss
and ask for a demotion. Take less pay.
Move out of that dream house and into a
smaller one. Sell your brand new car and
be willing to drive an older one. And be
willing to do what God has called you to
do in the life of your children.”

What are the most helpful ways to
understand teenagers if we are to play
a vital role in their spiritual development?
I think the most helpful thing to

remember is that your teenager is more
like you than unlike you. Unfortunately,
we have this view that teenagers are in a
separate class as though they’re aliens
who’ve dropped from the sky.
One humbling thing that I’ve realized
is that there are few struggles in the life of
my teenager that I don’t recognise in my
own heart as well. For instance, imagine
my child has gotten into trouble because
he’s procrastinated on a school assignment until the night before and he can’t
possibly get it done. But haven’t I done
the same? Of course I have. And when I
realise that, I don’t come to him and say
“How dare you!
How could you?
In my day I
would
have
Remember
never thought of
that your
doing
this!”
Instead, I come
teenager is
as a fellow sinmore like you
ner.
than unlike
It’s at this
you.
point that my
dealings
with
him are based on
the gospel rather
than law. Here’s my opportunity to point
him to Christ. So I say: “Son, there’s a rescue provided for us in the person and work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. There’s hope for
both of us. I need it every bit as much as
you do. And I stand with you. However,
don’t expect me to write a note to the
teacher to get you out of the assignment.”

So you see, it’s a whole different
approach. I actually think that the selfrighteous, ‘I’m more righteous than you’
approach closes down teenagers; it doesn’t open them up at all. That’s why
Christian parents shouldn’t use it.

Is the wisdom literature of the Bible,
especially the Proverbs, helpful in
preparing us to meet the challenge of
the teenage years? How does it help
parents get ready for their responsibilities?
Yes, it’s vital for dealing with teens. As
I have read the first few chapters of
Proverbs it’s often hit me that what we
have here is a father giving advice to his
son. “Son, pay attention to my wisdom”,
“Son, give heed to my instruction.” So I
decided that I would keep reading the first
eight chapters over and over again. I literally read them hundreds of times.
Interestingly, what happened was that a
number of themes started rising to the
surface – a theme being something that’s
repeated over and over again.
Now, I know enough as a parent that if
I have to repeat something several times
to my children, it means I have identified
a struggle within them. So the themes that
are in Proverbs give us a wonderful picture
of what are the typical temptations or
struggles of a young person. And they
give me a nice template for thinking about
the kinds of things I am going to
encounter as I go through the teen years
with my children.

The
Williamstown Presbyterian Congregation

is celebrating
150 years of Presbyterian worship
in Williamstown, Victoria

on Sunday 14th September this year.
Our moderator general, Rt.Rev. Jack Knapp
will conduct the service and preach on that Sunday.

At 2.00pm that afternoon, there will be a recital
on our beautiful pipe organ by our organists.

There will be an anecdotal history of the congregation
and its members available both on CD and in book form.

We hope to see you there and then.
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What should be the basic spiritual goals
for parents in dealing with their teens?
Should I be simply trying to regulate their
behaviour? Is that a worthy aim, or should
I be trying to achieve a lot more? My
problem with a lot of parenting is that it is
reactive; it’s not goal-driven. Something
comes up and I react to it. However,
Scripture expects us to move well beyond
reactive parenting. It sets us heart goals.
And so when I am helping my teens deal
with issues of dating, or use of the car, or
behaviour at school, their individual situation gives me a God-given opportunity to
help them advance in one of these areas of
heart goals. So, for each of my children, I
have tried to look through the individual
situation to the goal for their hearts that
I’m seeking to achieve.
One of these goals is to teach my child
to understand and participate in the spiritual struggle. The Bible tells us that the
most important things to happen in life
are unseen. It also tells us that there’s a
real enemy who wants control of my
heart. And that war goes on in every situation of life. I want my teenager to get
beyond clothes and sports and see the
significance of sin and temptation which
is there in every situation of life.
The issue of what rules the heart
involves the issue of idolatry. Teenagers
need to be challenged about what is governing them. Here are three idols of the
teen years: appearance, possessions and
acceptance. And so I want to take them to
the level of the heart so that they can understand what is really going on in their lives.

Why is it that Christian parents are
often frustrated in their efforts to cul-

R

E

N

T

I

N

G

tivate a heart for God in their
teenagers?
Because it’s the hardest work a human
being could ever do. We have to get to the
point where we realise that there is no
hope apart from Christ. If I could turn the
human heart by the force of my voice, or
the strength of my personality, or the
logic of my argument, or the wisdom of
my parenting strategies, then Jesus would
never have needed to come. So, as a parent, I’ve hit something that I can’t do by
myself. And it
makes me angry.
Here are It frustrates me.
three idols of It discourages
the teen years: me. You see, what
appearance, I want is some
‘instant fix’…give
possessions me the three
and accep- steps to productance. ing godliness in
kids. The Bible
doesn’t do that. It
doesn’t give us a system of redemption; it
gives us a Redeemer.
And here’s the really scary news. No
matter how righteously I act with my
teenager, he must deal with God or there
won’t be any hope for him. And I can’t do
that. So what I do, in my frustration, is try
to do God’s job on my kids.

Many teens leave home because their
relationship with their parents is so
bad. What can parents do that will
ensure that when they leave home
they’ll be grateful for the life preparation that they’ve received?
Parents should remember that the best
climate for a relationship is a climate of

WPC
Pastor sought for a Reformed Congregation
The Westminster Presbyterian Church, Belconnen (WPCB) which is
located in Canberra, is seeking a pastor. We are seeking a man with the ability to
lead and work comfortably with a ministry team. He must have skills in preaching, teaching and equipping the saints.
At WPCB we believe that God’s word, the Bible, is relevant and authoritative for
us today. We believe that Christ is the head of the Church and that the Church is
the body of Christ founded for worship, discipleship, fellowship and service.
WPCB is a dynamic and growing Church. We want someone who has a passion for
God’s excellence, who can help build the people of God to live lives that glorify
Him and to influence the society in which God has placed them.
If you would like to find out more about WPCB and this position, please
send a 2 page CV, including information on positions held, educational
qualifications and references to Donald de Vries: email ddv@tpg.com.au
by 27 July 2003.
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honesty and humility. I have watched
restoration take place when parents are
willing to begin to be honest about their
own struggle. One of the things that
drives teenagers crazy is parents who are
all talk but no action. They hold up standards but never keep them themselves. I
mean, how can you talk about grace but
be bitter and angry? After a while, the
child just can’t wait for that first moment
to make his exit.
One of the ways I preach the Gospel is
declaring my own need for it. And that
can be done casually. I was talking to my
17-year-old son recently. I felt I’d been
impatient with him. And I said: “It’s not
going to be any surprise to you that I’m
going to say I’m a sinner”. Well, he
laughed at that, because I also said: “You
have a robust experience of the same.”
Then I said “You know there are times
when I think of myself more than you,
and last night was one of those times.”
And he said, “I do the same thing with
you Dad, and I forgive you.” After that
exchange there was a warmth between us.
However, there would have been a very
different outcome if I had said : “You
know, you really ought to be glad that you
have a dad like me. I’m always going out
of the way for you. Why do you mess up
all the time after all I’ve done for you?”
You see, it would’ve been a whole different ball game.
The point is this: if I’m willing to admit
my need of Christ, then I come before my
child with the evidence of what he also
should do. He has not only seen his need,
but he has seen the changes Christ is able
to do in me. I’m preaching the gospel just
by living my life. I think that’s a very powerful thing. And I think it’s an opportunity that we miss, because we believe that
if we admit sin, then we compromise our
authority. My authority is representative
anyway, it’s not based on my righteousness, it’s based on Christ. And I think
that’s the way that I can be an instrument
in Christ’s hands.
Peter Hastie is themes editor of AP.
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Driving them mad
There are so many ways for fathers to get it wrong.

I

suspect I really annoy my children!
But then I’m still on L-plates. One
day I’ll learn how to parent, but for
now I’m just trying hard.
There’s not a lot in the Bible on how to
parent teenagers. Principles, yes, but little
of the detail. Which is helpful because we
can rest assured on the principles and then
use personal intuition and spiritually
directed creativity to carry out the task.
Though there’s not much in Scripture,
it’s paper warfare on the subject in bookstores. Probably there’s more been written on parenting in recent decades than
the world’s bookshelves have room to
contain them. There’s a healthy debate
and review of these taking place on the
pages of The Briefing.
Paul’s word to fathers has always
intrigued me: “Fathers, do not embitter
your children, or they will become discouraged.” (Col. 3:21). The NIV word
“embitter” means to stir up, the same
word used by Paul when he commended
the Corinthians for their generosity and
enthusiasm – saying that their example
“stirred up” others to action (2 Cor. 9:2).
The word can be used for stirring up for
good or for evil – the context of the verse
making clear the meaning.
There’s a parallel verse that also catches
my attention: “Fathers, do not exasperate
your children; instead, bring them up in
the training and instruction of the Lord”
(Eph. 6:4). This word “exasperate” means
to provoke to anger. The same form of this
word is used as a noun in Ephesians 4:26 in
the sense of “an angry mood”. There is little difference between the two words Paul
uses (Colossians/Ephesians), whether
we’re embittering or exasperating – we’re
still getting our parenting wrong!

John
Wilson
thankfully, aren’t to become replicas of
myself and my wife, and I need to allow for
individual differences and degrees of independence during the teen years. I don’t
continue to parent in the same way or I will
really annoy my children!
Exasperation comes when I don’t listen to my children without interrupting
and correcting. Conversations are delicate
episodes with teens. Often they just don’t
exist (especially when forced or expected,
say, at mealtimes) but then they will often
erupt at most unexpected moments or
late at night. I must be able to seize these
moments even though the body clock of
my children has switched into nocturnal
mode (whereas mine is closing down) and
listen and share without impatience and
with a generous heart. Not everything has
to be corrected. Not every issue has to be
challenged and sorted out on the spot.
Some issues can wait for another day.
Exasperation comes when I live with
hypocrisy in my life. When my children
see my inconsistency between what I profess to be with others and what I’m like at
home in front of the TV, or at meal times.

This is an acute test for pastors, we are so
giving, forgiving and generous with our
high-maintenance people in the parish,
yet so short and tight with our family.
Children notice that we drop everything to answer the phone and engage in
long and helpful conversations with a
parishioner and yet are offended because
we are uninterested and selfish when it
comes to conversations within the family.
Sometimes, as pastors we behave as if our
life is the most important in the family, and
when our role takes priority. Children are
offended when we treat a parish caller with
more courtesy than we treat their mother.

E

xasperation comes when I don’t take
time off to spend with my teen children. The kinder nativity play is easy to
attend (especially for the first child, then
less so with the others). We take notice of
the first day at school, the school musical,
netball, aerobics – events which are all
noticed and commended. But later, the
test is, will I still be available for them. It
can be harder to celebrate and to share in
their older, more subtle, less obvious
achievements and special moments. Still
able to praise the older teen, have a day
out with them. Enjoy driving lessons with
them; take them out for coffee, to a film,
the footy.
Neglect hurts, and children are exas-

E

xasperation comes easily in my home.
There are some things I seem to be
good at. Progress in holiness … 3/10;
exasperating children … 9/10!
Exasperation comes when I fail to take
into consideration age distinction. I need
to change my parenting method according
to age (theirs, not mine). To state the obvious: somewhere in the pre-teens corporal
punishment ceases; somewhere in the teen
years direction and correction must give
way to advice and counsel. My children,
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 9
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perated when they see attention given to
all the cute things of childhood, and yet
scant attention to events and issues that
are even more important to teenagers;
issues admittedly that are harder for us to
understand, at least initially.
Exasperation comes when I fail to
appreciate the goal – to see my children
as productive, capable and mature adults.
I want to visualise my children as able
(through practice) to make lots of good
decisions without reference to me anymore. Able and willing to take the consequences of decisions and work through
them. Risk-taking is part of life’s training
– calculated risk-taking, like the mother
bird encouraging her young to leap out
of the nest in order to learn to fly. Overprotection and constant referral to my
value system and self made parameters is
exasperating.

S

o, what’s my advice on parenting?
What’s the best method? There’s no
definitive answer. But I do have a final
word. Enjoy your children and love them.
John Newton, the great preacher and
hymn-writer of the evangelical awakening
in Britain said of his father: “I know that
my father loved me – but he did not seem
to wish me to see it.” How sad!
I’m not a good father, I make lots of
mistakes, but I love being a father and I
enjoy my children’s company – always.
I’m never too tired or distracted to see
them or to listen to them or to speak with
them. I love to share in their life and their
life’s achievements. It is well documented
that fathers spend, on average, 20 minutes
a week (aside from collective mealtimes)
in direct contact with their sons! One
wonders how these surveys reach conclusions, because I read of another that says:
fathers spend an average of 37 seconds a
day with their children!
Let’s err on the side of caution and
take the 20 minutes a week survey – why
the distance between ourselves and our
children? Don’t we like them anymore?
Is our work more important?
On our retirement day, when
speeches are made I’m sure I won’t being
saying: “My one regret is that I didn’t
spend more time at the office.” What do
you think it might be?
Enjoy being with your children, their
conversation, their friends, their achievements and delight in their future.
John and Paula Wilson are parents of
Emily (19, P&O student at uni);
Bethany (17, doing year 12 at PLC) and
Carey (12, fellow Swans supporter with
ap
Dad).
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Bubbles in the pond
The musical way to Christian parenting

T

here’s that faint predawn wash
light and the new day has just
announced itself with the call of
the honeyeater in the brushbox
outside our bedroom window. I roll over,
the alarm clock smugly reads 6am ... they
are new every morning, new every morning...
Up, into the exercise gear and tiptoe
past the kids’ rooms and out the door for
an early morning jog through the bush
around our home. ... gonna keep my –
eyes on the Lord and I’m – gonna run,
diddy oh... A wallaby thumps its way
across the path ahead and into the bush.
Overhead, the lazy caw of crows, drifting
out of the forest, off to peck their way
through suburbia’s scraps ...there’s a Lord
who cares for the old black crow... Do the
loop that takes me past the station where
the commuters wait for the train to town
...people get ready, there’s a train a-comin...
By the time I’m home, the household is
awake. ...this is the day, this is the day... For
the kids, it’s empty the dishwasher, make
the bed, anyone seen my sports shoes?
where’s my drink bottle? who ate the last
bit of Nutri-Grain? she’s hogging the
heater ... in the Bible, in Ephesians, chapter
4 verse 32, God says be kind to one anooooottthhher...
The intensity builds until, like a steam
valve, the kids explode out the door and we
make the 10 minute march to the bus stop
... I’m too young to march in the infantry...
We always pray as we go, taking it in
turns to commit the day to the Lord. And
it’s simple cares, children’s cares, a mix of
prayers for teachers, siblings, friends, the
poor and the sick. ...casting all your cares
– upon Him – for He careth for you...
Prayers of thanks for the new day, thanks
for simple mercies. ...thank you Lord for
this fine day, right where we are...
It’s a kiss, an “I love you!” and a wave as
off they go, into the adventures of another
school day. ...in all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He will make your paths
straight...
In Deuteronomy 6:7, God tells parents
to let His truths season all of life –
“Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you
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Colin
Buchanan
lie down and when you get up.” Music
plays such a big part in the spiritual life of
our little family.
It seems that, like the inexplicable bubbles in a still pond, psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs keep unexpectedly bursting
through the surface of our lives – at home,
along the road. They’re God’s little timedelay reminders, waiting for the right
moment, then popping into the middle of
our hurley burley lives to turn our
thoughts to the timeless truths, the real
substance of living. So how do the bubbles
get in the pond?
Last weekend, my six-year-old son and
I were doing a spot of gardening together.
And as Riley dug holes for the gardenias,
he spontaneously burst into the refrain
we’d been singing at church that morning, “...This is our God! This is our God!”
Ah ha! A culprit! The people of God!
Can we underestimate the profound
impact that a group of people (in our
church’s case, 60 or so) can have on a little lad as they sing with all their hearts
“This is our God!”?

T

he richness of hymns (we sang two
cracking good ones on Sunday that
were written in the 1600s), the contemporary sensibilities of good modern spiritual
songs that marry our musical culture with
spiritual and biblical substance, the simple
songs for kids with words and tunes that
seem to stick like prickles. Add the community of believers – worshipping,
encouraging, teaching, celebrating – and
there you have a portal into the subconscious for God’s musical time bombs.
(And the singing time in Sunday School is
one of the highlights of our week!)
Music seems to ring through our home
(and in our cars) pretty much constantly.
Not just Christian music, but we’re
always on the lookout for albums that
sing of the Lord and His works. Cooking
the dinner, doing the dishes, going about
the duties of family life to the strains of

“...I will sing the wondrous story...” or
“...Make my life a prayer to you...” or “And
we sing Holy, Holy Begotten Son of
God!” is a little like an eternity-scented air
freshener. It’s possible to not notice, but
the scent is still there and truths seep in.
Sometimes it’s kids’ music, very often it
isn’t. But the things of God ring around
the nooks and crannies and lodge themselves within.
Although the kids love it, I must admit
we don’t sing in family devotions as much
as we might. We usually read the Bible (or
a devotional book) and pray together after
dinner is all cleared up and “Father
Abraham” (now there’s a chestnut!) isn’t
exactly a calm-down-before-bed sort of
song! But singing together around the guitar does happen from time to time and it’s
another way to depth-charge our minds
with songs about the Lord.
We try to give music plenty of opportunities to sow the seed and add momentum
to the spiritual intent of Christian parenting. We have a good collection of “kids’
stuff ” but there’s a certain universality
about good, substantial Christian songs.
On the one hand, I really believe deep
lyrics have the ability to be “grown into”
by our kids. The words stick in their heads
and lie dormant, perhaps for many years,
until their own maturity, an experience or
situation wakes the words within them.
On the other hand, for us as adults, the
simple, deep truths of a well-crafted kids’
song may contain a comfort, encouragement or rebuke deeper and more potent
than many words. So much to be gained by
something as simple as singing!

RTC Biblical Preaching Workshop 2003
Geelong,
Thu 2nd & Fri 3rd October
–––––––––––––––––––––

“Preaching Christ from
Old Testament Stories”

B

ut it’s not like the world doesn’t realise
the potency of music and song. ...Oh
what a feeling... I’m Louie da fly... Heeeey
baby! I want to knooooowww, if you’ll be
my girl ... Hoooowwww-Howzat? You
messed about, I caught you out, howzat?....
Advertising, pop songs, jingles, muzak.
Lodging the un-truths or the brand names
or the rumpty-tumpty nonsense of this
world into our ponds, into our minds,
waiting to bubble out unannounced. And
they do. Just think of the countless prod-

Who’s going to
make the most
bubbles in our
ponds? The
world or the
Lord?

uct endorsements (...install a Rheem,
install a Rheem...) lover’s laments (...honesty is such a lonely word...) rock anthems
(...o mamma mia, mamma mia, mamma
mia, let me go...) and lyrical polystyrene
(...I remember when rock was young, me
and Suzy had so much fun...) taking up
brain space and not a lot else, waiting to
become the next thing we hum or whistle
as we wait for the kettle to boil.
And beware! Tune in to Saturday
morning music video clips to witness first
hand the promotion and celebration of

sexual sin, anger, hopelessness, defiance,
slavery to fashion, appearance, beauty, to
being cool, wrapped in the best and slickest, most beautiful (and talented) packaging the world can muster. Music can carry
poison, just as it can carry the very words
of eternal life. We need to be on our guard
and as our kids grow, they’ll need discernment to see the rotten core from the
good fruit and not let the devil get a
foothold.
I love music, I love listening to songs
and get enormous enjoyment from God’s
common grace that has blessed humanity
with the marvellous mercy of music. But
here’s a question for Christian parents,
kids and families: who’s going to make the
most bubbles in our ponds? The world or
the Lord?
Colin Buchanan is an award-winning
Australian country singer/songwriter who,
for the past 13 or so years, has been writing
and recording songs about subjects as diverse
as going to the tip, rural hardship, the ancient
Egyptian embalming process and fishing on
Fraser Island. His five Aussie Praise for Kids
albums have become firm favourites across
Australia and he is currently putting the finishing touches to two new CDs – “God of
Wonders”, a collection of worship songs and
“Baa Baa Doo Baa Baa”, a compilation of
his catchy memory verses for kids, both due
for release in late August. Colin and his wife,
Robyn, live with their four children in southern Sydney and worship at Engadine
Congregational Church.
See www.colinbuchanan.com.au
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Church Records Management and Archives Committee and
The South Yarra Centre for Contemporary Christian Discipleship
present

Remember! l
l a church
history day

(The Gospel from the Book of Judges)

–––––––––––––––––––––
An in-depth support event for
ministers, pastors, lay preachers,
senior elders, other Christian
workers.
Accommodation available
on campus.
–––––––––––––––––––––
Reformed Theological College
125 Pigdons Rd Waurn Ponds
Geelong 3216
For early enrolments contact
Heather on ph (03) 5244295,
email: admin@rtc.vic.edu.au

10:30 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
1:30 pm
3:00 pm

Coffee/Tea and Book Table
Dr Allan Harman – ‘An Introduction to the life and work of
Matthew Henry: English presbyterian bible commentator’
Lunch – Bring and Share
Dr Rowland Ward – ‘Hector Ferguson: A forgotten
presbyterian heretic’
Dr Mairi Harman – ‘Scottish presbyterians and Australian
aboriginals – early interaction’

l saturday 26 july 2003 l
South Yarra Presbyterian Church 621 Punt Road South Yarra
The Rev Stuart Bonnington 9867 4637 – The Rev Andrew Clarke 5443 6189
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All day with God
Wait on God, all day, every day.

I

t is not enough for us to begin the
day with God; but during the day we
are to wait upon Him.
The devout believer waits on Him
as the beggar waits on his benefactor or
as the diseased at the pool of Bethesda
waited for the stirring of the water and
the expected cure. The idea is most
fully conveyed in the psalmist’s words:
“O God, you are my God, earnestly I
seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my
body longs for you, in a dry and weary
land where there is no water” (Psalm
63:1).
To wait upon God is to live a life of
devotion to Him, as the servant waits on
his master, to learn his will, and to do his
work, and to advance his honour and
interest. As the eyes of a servant are to
the hand of his master, so must our eyes
wait upon the Lord, to do what He
appoints, to take what He apportions to
us. “Your will be done.” “Lord, what will
You have me to do?”
We must wait on God every day; not
on Sabbath days only, but on weekdays
too. The Lord’s day is especially to be
devoted to waiting upon God, in the sanctuary, in the family, when alone; but on all
other days also it is our duty to wait upon
Him. Every day of the week, as well as on
the Sabbath, we stand in need of the
divine mercies that are to be thus secured,
and have work to do for God in which
His assistance is thus to be sought.

Visiting
Melbourne?
Worship with us at
South Yarra Presbyterian Church
621 Punt Road
Every Sunday 10 am. & 6.30 pm.
Minister: Rev Stuart Bonnington
Phone: (03) 9867 4637
(Less than 3 kms from CBD)

Matthew
Henry
Whatever changes of employment
there may be in the course of the day, it
must be the invariable attitude of our
souls to attend upon Him, and to regard
His will and His glory in whatever we
undertake and pursue.
In the family. When we meet members
of the family in the morning, we are to
wait upon God for the bestowment of
His
blessing
upon them, and
We are to to thank Him for
read the news the mercies experienced by them
that we may during the night,
be better and to implore
prepared to the bestowment
direct our of what may be
prayers and needful in the
our praises. future.
In the education of a family.
We need to ask assistance from God, and
a divine blessing upon our efforts and
upon the efforts of our children, not only
in those matters which pertain to godliness and salvation, but even in those
which belong to the present life. The
members of the family, also, that are in
childhood or youth, should be taught to
wait on God in all their daily studies and
efforts at improvement, that they may fit
themselves for usefulness in life, be good
examples of their families, comforts to
their parents, and benefactors to their
country and to the world.
In our places of daily business. We are
to wait on God for His presence and
blessing here. When buying or selling, we
are to remember that God’s eye is upon
us, observing whether we are just and
honest in our dealings, and do no wrong
to those we deal with. In all business operations, it honours God to look to Him for
wisdom which leads to success, and for
that honest profit which may be expected
in the way of honest diligence.
In our reading. We are to wait on God
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to guide us in our selection of books or
periodicals, and to aid us in turning them
to a profitable account. The Holy
Scriptures are, of course, to occupy a portion of each day’s reading, both alone and
with our families; and we need to wait
upon God to assist us so to meditate upon
them and apply them, as to derive the
largest benefit in the way of religious
impression and impulse.
In our social visits. Whether made or
received, we are to wait upon God with
thanksgiving for valuable friends. In social
circles, we must so regulate our conversation that it shall be productive of good,
and not of harm, to our friends and to
ourselves. We need wisdom from God, to
render our conversation edifying, and
such as may bring honor to God and salvation to our fellow creatures.
In acts of charity to the poor. We are
to wait on God by performing those
acts as unto Him; not to secure praise of
others, but the approbation of God; and
by asking God to accept what we do for
the good of others, as done in obedience
to His will, and from love to His creatures, and in imitation of His benign
example.

O

n reading the news. We are to wait on
God with an eye to Him as governing
in the affairs of humankind; we are to
maintain an habitual concern for the interests of His kingdom in the world and to
observe its prosperity, or the reverse. We
are to read the news, not simply to gratify
an idle curiosity or to pass a pleasant hour,
but that we may be better prepared to
direct our prayers and our praises, and to
regulate our own conduct in reference to
the kingdom of God and the welfare of
our fellow humans.
Such a life of communion with God is
a heaven upon earth. It is doing the work
of heaven and the will of God as they do
it who are in heaven. It is a foretaste of the
everlasting blessedness of heaven and a
preparation for it.
This is an edited excerpt from Matthew
Henry’s The Bible Method of Daily Living
(Colorado Springs: American Tract
ap
Society-Navpress, 1998).
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ast month we looked at
Ephesians from the perspective
of what it means to be part of
a family and, in particular,
God’s family. This month we will
start to look at the beginnings of the
covenant family from its source in
Abraham, “God’s friend”. This
covenant family will eventually reach
its highest point in the birth of its most
significant member, Jesus Christ, the
single “seed’” or offspring of Abraham
to whom all the promises point (Gal.
3:15-16). The process of getting from
Abraham to Jesus involved the establishment of a large and powerful
nation which was then progressively
pruned, tested and refined until a
humble Jewish virgin conceived the
Messiah by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

The
covenant
family

Yet the beginnings from Abraham
(who was then Abram) were painfully
slow and arduous, and we find out a
lot about God’s dealings with families
and individuals along the way.
We also discover a lot about faith,
and sin, and grace, and mercy, and
patience and perseverence, and family
relationships, and pain and trial, and
joy and fulfilment, and God’s faithfulness to His promises.

20 daily Bible studies
in Genesis 12-21
DAY 1

Big God, big call, big promise.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 12:1-9

God’s call of Abram would dominate the course of
human history for countless generations; Abram’s unquestioning
response to it would become the model of true faith until the end of time.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD (God by his covenant name) gave Abram a hard call:
to walk away from everything that represented security – his homeland and people with their familiar ways and customs, and his
antecedent family circle – trusting God to lead him step by step.
• The LORD promised Abram four things: a land, offspring that
would become a great nation, his blessing, and a name that was to
become the ‘password’ by which others would be blessed.
• Abram, aged 75, took only his acquired possessions, not his
inherited ones. Presumably his nephew Lot went as a proxy son.
• The land God had chosen for Abram was already occupied, but he
staked his claim to each part by building altars to the LORD.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Are there any comfort zones you would find it hard to leave if
God called you to do so? How does Abraham’s faith challenge you
in the outworking of your commitment to follow Jesus? A missionary once testified, ‘There’s no blessing in disobedience.’

Bruce Christian

DAY 2

Earthen vessels; jars of clay.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 12:10-20

After such a good start, Abram’s failure stuns us.
We had just seen him trusting God for everything; now we find him
taking matters into his own hands and making his own choices,
with, apart from God’s gracious intervention, disastrous results.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• There’s no mention of Abram seeking guidance when faced with
an obstacle in the land to which the LORD had clearly led him.
• Abram’s premeditated plan to deceive Pharaoh concerning his
true relationship to Sarai was wrong on several counts:
– it involved telling a lie (regardless of his later attempt to justify
himself in a similar situation with Abimelech in 20:12!);
– it shifted the danger from himself to his wife;
– it demonstrated his failure to trust God for protection.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Do you think Abram’s decision to go to Egypt stemmed from:
– a failure to trust the LORD to provide in this particular case;
– a doubt that he really was in the place God wanted him to be;
– assuming there was no need to consult the LORD on this one.
Do you sometimes make one or more of these mistakes?
• Is deception ever justified (say, in hiding refugees in wartime)?
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Blessed are the peacemakers.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 13:1-9

Again we see Abram’s good qualities coming out.
In Egypt he had risked Sarai’s welfare to protect himself and perhaps saw the LORD’s deliverance then as a valuable lesson. Now,
back in the ‘promised’ land, he averted a potential lose-lose conflict
by putting Lot’s interests ahead of his own. Peace was more important than the amassing of worldly influence and power.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD was fulfilling some of his promises to Abram as he
became rich and began to possess the land. (God even turned
Abram’s wrongdoing into a source of blessing in Egypt – 12:16.)
• Abram acknowledged the LORD’s authority wherever he went.
• Worldly possessions can very easily become a source of bitter
contention in families. It seems that the richer we become the
harder we find it to share with others (cf 1 Timothy 6:9-10).
• Abram’s contentment (cf 1 Timothy 6:6-8), his desire for peace,
and his godly generosity were evident in his dealings with Lot.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there a connection between Abram calling on the name of the
LORD wherever he went, and his generosity towards Lot? Do we
too often act as owner of our possessions instead of steward?

DAY 4

Seek first God’s kingdom.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 13:10-18

Agreeing to go our separate ways when we can’t get
on well together solves some problems, but it can also create others,
as we will see in chapters 14 and 19. The ‘I-want-things-my-way’
attitude that causes the tension in the first place and leads to division
can lead to behaviour and lifestyle that takes us away from God.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Given first choice, Lot chose for himself the land that looked the
most fertile and prosperous; he was also attracted to live near a city
noted for its godlessness. There is a hint, too, that Lot was glad to
be free of his uncle’s (restricting?) influence.
• Abram’s self-sacrificing generosity was richly rewarded by the
LORD’s renewed promise of the land of Canaan as a gift, and of
countless offspring to possess it ‘for ever’.
• Abram’s first priority as he moved around and settled in a new
place was to build an altar to the LORD (see Hebrews 11:9-10).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is there a lesson here for the Church today that we ought to be
working harder at doing things together for our mutual benefit
rather than too quickly splitting up into special interest groups
based on age, taste in music, education, etc, for worship, etc?

DAY 5
THE PASSAGE

A Lot of trouble.
GENESIS 14:1-16
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DAY 6

A blessing out of the blue.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 14:17-24

Meet Melchizedek! His name is mentioned only ten
times in the Bible: once here, once in Psalm 110:4, and eight times
in the NT in Hebrews 5-7. The writer of Hebrews makes a special
point of the abruptness of his appearance and disappearance on the
stage of history: he is a preview of Christ! He affirms God’s
involvement in and blessing of Abram’s victory. In offering bread
and wine and receiving a tithe from Abram he anticipates Christ as
our Great High Priest in God’s new order .

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Lack of mention of Melchizedek’s earthly lineage (before or after)
establishes him as a unique person in the Biblical record.
• Abram’s giving of the tithe to Melchizedek signifies his utter
dependence on the only true God as the source of all things.
• Abram was typically generous towards the undeserving King of
Sodom and was very careful not to become indebted to him.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Read Hebrews 7 to discover the full, eternal significance of this
historical event. In our pluralistic society, what does all this teach us
about the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth,
the God of the Bible and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ?

DAY 7

Justification by faith alone.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 15:1-6

Abram’s totally hopeless and theologically confusing situation concerning God’s promise and the reality of his own
childlessness provided the ideal setting in which he could express
what came to be the epitome of saving faith. The Bible never talks
about true faith in the context of a life of ease and prosperity. The
exponents of Prosperity Theology would do well to note this.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD communicated to Abram in words through visions.
• The LORD left Abram in no doubt that he could and would protect him, provide for him, bless him, and in all things be with him.
• Abram shared with the LORD his perplexity about the promise
of many descendants in the light of his age and apparent sterility.
• The LORD reconfirmed the vast promise in no uncertain terms!
• Abram took God at his word without questioning and the LORD
accepted his profession of faith as the righteousness required if he
was to have fellowship with a holy God (see Romans 4).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Read Hebrews 11:11-12. What is the essence of saving faith?
How was Abraham put right with God (justified) 2000 years before
Jesus died (see Romans 3:23-26)? What about you?

DAY 8
THE PASSAGE

The Promised Land.
GENESIS 15:7-21

Apart from God’s gracious intervention, Lot’s
attraction to the godless city of Sodom would have led to his downfall. This was the first of two times when he had to be so rescued. We
see God, not only as the God of all grace, but as the sovereign Lord
over all human affairs and politics. He is not affected by numbers.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD had just confirmed his promise of descendants to
Abram; he now confirms his promise of the land, this time with a
covenant ‘sign’ using visible and tangible objects as symbols.
• Walking between the divided carcasses was like saying, ‘Such will
happen to me if I don’t keep my promise.’ The LORD was represented by the smoking firepot and blazing torch (like the later symbols of the pillars of cloud and fire in the desert).
• The promise would not be without antagonism (the birds of
prey) or hardship (the 400 years exile in slavery), but it would stand
firm in spite of these (‘your descendants will come back’).
• The ten nations would be expelled by Abram’s descendants as
punishment for their own sin when God’s patience ran out.

THE POINT

• Tribal warfare was part and parcel of human history as men populated the earth. The area Lot had chosen for its fertility was also in
the sights of many others. After 12 years the local kings were sick
of paying homage (=taxes) to foreign powers and, thinking they
had the numbers (5 to 4), decided to rebel.
• Lot and Co., themselves recent arrivals, were caught up in the
political crossfire and were taken captive as a consequence.
• God had equipped Abram with the resources needed to conquer
the capturing forces and return the captives with all their goods.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What do we learn from Lot about the danger of worldliness?
• Do Abram’s military capability to rescue Lot and his action in
doing so give a Biblical basis for maintaining adequate defence
forces and participating in a just war?
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God wanted his covenant people, the descendants
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to know for certain that he had allocated a specific area of land (Canaan) as their eternal inheritance. To
demonstrate this he made (literally ‘cut’) a covenant with Abram.

THE PARTICULARS

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why has Israel today lost its ‘eternal inheritance’? Has it been
given to the Church, the New Israel? Where is our ‘Canaan’?

B
DAY 9
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It sounded OK at the time....

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 16:1-4

How often does lack of patience and trust lead to our
taking matters into our own hands – with disastrous results? God’s
way is always the best; shortcuts can never bring ultimate blessing.
Surrogate parenting was never in the LORD’s revealed plan for
Abram and Sarai – as the outcome of Hagar’s involvement shows.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Sarai’s plan seemed a good practical solution to her frustration of
not being able to have children with all its associated shame.
• The timing of Sarai’s proposal is significant: the LORD had just
renewewd his promise of a child to Abram, and Abram had believed
him with the sort of faith that qualified him for salvation!
• Hagar had nothing going for her to qualify her to be the mother
of Abram’s privileged descendants: as an Egyptian she was outside
of the LORD’s covenant; and she wasn’t Abram’s wife.
• Sarai’s rationalising is typical of what we all do when God’s providence isn’t working for us: she blamed God for the problem (2a);
and she offered a solution that seemed quite logical (2b).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• What do we learn about human nature from Hagar’s initial
response to finding she was pregnant? Can we trust ourselves?

DAY 10
THE PASSAGE

Grace and judgement.
GENESIS 16:5-16

Both women were at fault: Hagar for the conceit
that led her to despise Sarai; Sarai for the too-late jealousy of her
husband’s affections and her harsh, unforgiving attitude to Hagar.
Human sin was creating a very ugly situation; but God intervened
with grace by restoring the destitute, pregnant Hagar and ‘seeing’ to
her needs with the promise of a generous future blessing.
Nevertheless, judgement is not revoked and 4000 years later we see
nightly the outworking of the prophecy of v.12 on the TV news!

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• There is a subtle re-run of Adam and Eve in Eden in Sarai’s haste
to shift the blame (cf Gen. 3:12-13, and our own litigious society)
and in Abram’s failure to exercise family headship (cf Gen. 3:17, and
our own feminist society). The Fall was far-reaching indeed!
• The conflict between Hagar and Sarai presents a strong case for
the Biblical view of marriage as a monogamous relationship in
which absolute faithfulness is maintained (unlike our society!).
• God’s care of Hagar and Ishmael shows the extent of his common grace as they would finally turn their backs on his covenant.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Does it give you comfort or concern that God sees everything?

DAY 11
THE PASSAGE

Promises, promises...?.
GENESIS 17:1-16

Abram is now 99, Sarai is 89 with her conception
equipment no longer functioning, God has been promising them a
large family for 25 years, and still nothing has happened. And now
God renews his covenant promise with a very permanent sign. The
sign requires a specific commitment of obedience from Abram
when all he has from God in return so far is the spoken promise – it
hardly seems fair. Yet Abram presses on in faith, trusting...

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• In this new covenant renewal the LORD introduces a new name
for himself, ‘God Almighty’ (El Shaddai). He also gives Abram
(Exalted Father) and Sarai (the LORD is Prince) new names:
‘Abraham’ (Father of Many) and ‘Sarah’ (Princess). The new names
will all have special relevance in the fulfilment of the promise.
• Circumcision is a very ‘one-way’ process – by its nature an everlasting sign! Significantly, it involves ‘cutting’ (the verb always used
for ‘making’ a covenant) and the shedding of blood.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you ever felt that God has let you down on a promise? Be
encouraged by what Abram had to contend with for 25 years. God
knows what he is doing and he always keeps his word!
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DAY 12
THE PASSAGE

Perplexing providence.
GENESIS 17:17-27

How strange yet profound is God’s providence:
two dynasties will come from Abraham, in many ways similar yet in
essence entirely different. Both will have the promise of God’s
blessing and both will have 12 (a covenant number) subdivisions;
but their world-views will be so different and divergent that 4 millennia later they will still be at each other’s throats! Only the Isaac
dynasty will carry the true covenant blessing through to its ultimate
fulfilment but Ishmael receives the covenant sign before Isaac is
even born! Can God have made a mistake? No! (NB Paul’s emphasis on their difference in Galatians 4:21-31. )

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Abraham is so confounded by God’s latest specific endorsement
of his previous promise, and so convinced that it can’t possibly happen, that he tries to find an ‘out’ for God – Why not Ishmael!
• The counterfeit (Ishmael) is so like the real thing (Isaac) only the
spiritually enlightened will avoid deception (cf how Esau and Jacob
were actually twins; and see 2 Corinthians 11:13-15).
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Why do you think God’s providence is so often not as black-andwhite as we would wish it to be? Can you see some connection
with Jesus telling Nicodemus, ‘You must be born again’?

DAY 13
THE PASSAGE

No laughing matter.
GENESIS 18:1-15

The LORD remains faithful to his promises even
when we might fail him in different ways. The LORD comes to us
where we are.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Abraham knew that the visit of the three men was no ordinary
encounter. He was even aware that one of the three was the LORD
himself (ie a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus – compare Isaiah 44:6
with Revelation 1:17-18 for this identification).
• Abraham (‘God’s friend’ – see Isaiah 41:8) was typically hospitable but on this special occasion even more so (cf Heb. 13:2).
• Once again the LORD was quite specific about his promise of a
son of whom Sarah would be the mother, but this time even the
timing was pinpointed, leaving no room for doubt or ambiguity.
• Sarah’s sin of disbelief expressed in her laughter was inexcusable
since she had known about the promise for 25 years. It led to a second sin of lying. But the LORD’s grace prevailed and she was not
disqualifed from participating in the promised line.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• We are conditioned by modern thinking to question everything.
Are we guilty of committing the same sin as Sarah by questioning
the Bible’s authority/infallibility in the light of ‘science’?

DAY 14
THE PASSAGE

Abraham, God’s friend.
GENESIS 18:16-33

Verse 19 is the key to this passage. It is one of the
clearest statements in Scripture of the way God’s sovereignty and
man’s responsibility interact together (another is Philippians 2:1213). Between the 2 ‘sovereignty’ statements, ‘I have chosen him’
and ‘so that the LORD will do what he promised’, there is inserted
the ‘responsibility’ statement, ‘so that he will direct his children (to
obey)’. God will do what he has promised no matter what, but
somehow man is indispensably involved! Amazing.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD was going to destroy Sodom as part of his eternal
plan (albeit because of their sin) but he still involved Abraham. It
also gave the opportunity to show how wicked the city was.
• The dialogue between the LORD and ‘his friend’ brings out the
depth of God’s love and grace, and the extent of his patience.
• Even in his ardent pleading Abraham recognised God’s prerogative as the just Judge to do whatever he chose in his world, and his
own lack of privilege even to express an opinion.
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Have you learnt the secret of working/praying hard while at the
same time recognising God’s absolute sovereignty over all?
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Downtown Sydney Sodom.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 19:1-11

Sodom stands in history as the epitome of human
wickedness and immorality. The noun ‘sodomy’ has come into our
language to depict debased homosexual practice. The rescue of Lot
is a demonstration of God’s saving grace. We find it hard to warm
to Lot. We saw his sinful nature in choosing the best for himself and
in being attracted to ‘city life’. We are sickened by his offer of his
own virgin daughters to shield his visitors. We will see his indecisiveness in leaving Sodom and his moral weakness at the hands of
his daughters. Yet Peter refers to him as a ‘righteous man’ (2 Peter
2:7) relative to the men of Sodom! Evil ruled.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Why was Lot sitting at the gate? Did he have a feeling that the
special visitors might come? Did he always sit there because of the
evil in the city in case a friend came? We don’t really know.
• Why was Lot so keen for the visitors to go straight to his house
and leave at first light? What was he ashamed about? Why?
• It is hard to imagine the utter depravity of what happened next!
• God can graciously protect all those he loves in this evil world.
• Do you have associations you would rather were kept secret?

They thought he was joking.

THE PASSAGE
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DAY 18
THE PASSAGE

No, Abraham, no!.
GENESIS 20:1-18

We are uncomfortable reading this chapter. Two
questions concern us: How can women and marriage be treated so
insensitively? How can such a good man as Abraham (God’s
friend) make the same mistake again (cf 12:10-20)? But a moment’s
reflection on our own society and our own spiritual pilgrimage provides the answers. We like things to be black and white. It would be
simpler if everyone was either totally bad (like Genesis 19) or
totally good (like we want Abraham to be). But the Bible is much
more honest and realistic about its heroes. They too have a heart
that’s ‘deceitful above all things and desperately wicked’ (Jeremiah
17:9). What people of God are they are by God’s grace alone; and
God continues to love, protect and care for them.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• If even Abraham is able to make the same stupid mistake twice
we need to keep especially on guard (cf 1 Corinthians 10:12).
• God did not give up on his covenant promise. He intervened to
protect Abraham and Sarah (and even Abimelech) from their own
foolishness and sin. And he went still further and blessed them!
TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

DAY 16

S

GENESIS 19:12-29

Our society today laughs at the thought of God
bringing judgement on us. Any talk of the drought or the bushfires
or the Bali bombing or Sept 11 or AIDS or SARS as divine judgement is ridiculed. But when Jesus returns it will be far worse for
most people than any of these things. The destruction of Sodom,
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD, and ‘natural’ disasters generally are all God’s merciful warning shots to prepare us for that Day.
Sadly, the reaction of his sons-in-law to Lot’s warning is typical of
most, and with the same result. Jesus himself spoke of this
Judgement Day (cf Matthew 10:11-15). God is not joking.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• Is there any sin where you are prone to make the same mistake?
Can we always presume on God’s grace? See 1 Corinth. 10:13.

DAY 19
THE PASSAGE

Laughter at last.
GENESIS 21:1-7

Abraham and Sarah had been clutching onto the
LORD’s specific promise of a son and heir for at least 25 years.
Most of us would be inclined to give up in despair after 25 months.
It is a time of great emotion for the aging parents and laughter (nervousness? amazement? happiness? joy? embarrassment? all the
above?) is their spontaneous reaction – so ‘Isaac’ is an appropriate
name. It is surprising how short and matter-of-fact the narrative is
at this point when other less significant events are given much
detailed and lengthy treatment. That’s often how God’s ways are.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The LORD’s messengers extended the arm of mercy to the limit.
• The destruction of Sodom was not a flash decision; it came after
the exercise of much patience by the LORD (cf 2 Peter 3:3-9).
• The LORD continued to deal with Lot and the 3 ladies with much
longsuffering and proactive grace as they argued and dilly-dallied.
• Lot’s wife ‘forfeited the grace that could be hers’ (cf Jonah 2:8).

• God’s macro-timing remains a mystery; his micro-timing was
exact. The birth of Isaac was entirely a miracle of God’s grace and
perhaps the delay and the parents’ ages serve to highlight this.
• The longer we have to wait for our prayers to be answered the
greater we rejoice in our experience of it.
• Abraham was obedient in every detail of the LORD’s command
concerning the covenant sign of circumcision.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• Is the Church today failing to give a strong enough warning of
God’s Judgement because we are afraid of ridicule/rejection?

DAY 17

Skeletons in the cupboard.

THE PASSAGE

GENESIS 19:30-38

• What would be some of the consequences if God answered our
prayers immediately? Would it make us more, or less, grateful?

DAY 20
THE PASSAGE

Exit Ishmael.
GENESIS 21:8-21

This passage would not be popular bedtime reading
in the tents of Moab or Ammon. But then Ruth, the Moabitess, and
Naamah, the Ammonitess, can both be found in Jesus’ family tree
(cf Ruth 4:9-22, 1 Kings 14:21, Matthew 1:5,7)! Desperate times
required desperate measures. The behaviour of Lot and his daughters
is reprehensible and morally abhorrent to us, but it is yet another
reminder of the exceeding sinfulness of man and the even greater
grace of God in Jesus in identifying with us in the sewer of life.

THE POINT

THE PARTICULARS

• The failure of the betrothed ‘husbands’ of Lot’s daughters to take
advantage of the gracious offer of rescue from Sodom not only cost
them their own eternal salvation but had far-reaching consequences
for God’s people for many generations to come.
• If it was an honourable motive to preserve the family line in
extenuating circumstances, why did they have to get Lot drunk?
• The Moabites and Ammonites had a very strained relationship
with Israel and they were excluded from the LORD’s assembly
down to the tenth generation (Deuteronomy 23:3-4).

• Sarah was always going to have trouble with Hagar after the surrogate arrangement with Abraham. Anything other than God’s plan
for marriage and procreation is bound to cause strife.
• The arrival of Isaac brought both joy and sorrow. The Gospel
brings great joy to believers but condemnation to unbelievers.
• Getting Ishmael an Egyptian wife sealed his covenant rejection.
(Cf the trouble taken to find the right wife for Isaac in Ch.24.)
• God’s differentiation between Isaac and Ishmael in the eternal
scheme of things is driven home by Paul in Galatians 3:21-31. The
Covenant of Grace is exclusive as well as inclusive.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY

• God’s grace can quash any skeletons in your family cupboard.

• What does this account teach us about God’s grace and mercy?

THE POINT
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The response of 15 y-o Ishmael to the arrival of
Isaac into the household does not surprise us. The attention
demanded by younger siblings irks the most well-adjusted children
at times. But Isaac is not just a sibling; he hijacks the whole inheritance! What does surprise us however is that, although Ishmael and
Hagar are excluded from the true covenant line God still cares for
them and gives promises of future blessing.

THE PARTICULARS
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Growth at Ann Street

Across
Australia

Catherine I. Ritchie

At morning worship on 1 June, 17 people were admitted into membership at the

1909 – 2003

Ann Street congregation in Brisbane.

New moderators

R
ev. Peter Thorneycroft of St.
Andrew’s, Launceston, has been
inducted as Tasmanian Moderator. Rev.
Peter Richardson of the Reformed
College of Ministries, Brisbane, has been
inducted as Queensland Moderator. Rev.
Dr Reg Mathews of Norwood-Para Hills
has been inducted as South Australian
Moderator.

Presbyterian medals

TtheheCentenary
Australian Government established
Medal in 2001 to commemorate the centenary of federation
and to honour the contribution made to
Australian society by its citizens. Those
among members of the PCA to receive
the award are Rev. John Nicol, director
of Christian Education and Home
Mission in the PC Queensland “for distinguished service to the community and
to religion”. One congregation –
Mudgeeraba (Qld) – had two members
who recived the medal: retired elder Alec
McWhinnie for “service to the Boys
Brigade” and the minister, Rev. Glenn
Samuel, “for distinguished service to the
community through religion as the local
minister”.
Spencer Gear, coordinator of the
Peirson Adolescent Support Service in
Bundaberg and the Peirson Youth and
Community Program in Hervey Bay
that forms part of the ministry of the
wider Ann Street congregation ministry,
was awarded a CM “for support to local
youth with behavioural, family and drugrelated problems”.

Scholarships available

TTrusthe grants
Elizabeth S. Swinney Memorial
scholarships to help educate
Aboriginal students studying theology.
Application for this scholarship is made
by the college to the trust administrators,
the Presbyterian Church (New South
Wales) Property Trust. The PWMU of
Victoria can offer scholarships to
Presbyterian women in Victoria for the
missions course at the PTC Melbourne
through its Todd and Campbell Trust.

New elders

Mrs Olga Hetherington and Mrs Gay
McGeorge were ordained and inducted
on to the session at the Temora (NSW)
congregation in March. During April Mr
David Jennings was inducted and Mr Bill
Loderwijk ordained and inducted on to
the Session at the Dromana-Mornington
(Vic) congregation.

Go north, young man

‘S

enior” presbyterians (those over 50)
are being invited to supply religious education and after-school programs for primary-aged children in indigeneous communities in Aurukun, Mapoon and
Weipa in Cape York during a visit being
planned for May 2004. The cost is around
$900. Further information can be
obtained on (07) 3890 5769.

Ministry updates

R

ev. David McDougall, colleague at
Creek Road (Qld) since 1999, was
inducted into the John Calvin (Qld) congregation in April.
Rev. Matthew Oates, minister of
Mudgee (NSW) since 1998, has been
appointed as assistant to Rev. Dr Paul
Logan at North Sydney-Greenwich. Mr
Oates will have primary responsibility for
the Greenwich congregation with a view
to developing it further.
Rev. Conrad Hor-Kwong has been
called to Gladesville-Hunter’s Hill
(NSW). Rev. Keith King, minister of
Argyle (NSW) since 1988, has been called
to Upper Blue Mountains. Peter Flower
was ordained and inducted to ForsterTuncurry (NSW) in April. Steven
Soldatos was ordained and inducted to
Kempsey/South West Rocks (NSW) in
May. Jason Summers was ordained and
inducted to Alstonville in May.

C

ath Ritchie grew up in Gippsland in
the east of Victoria. Under the loving
guidance of her parents and their local
Church her faith in Jesus Christ
became personal and real.
After graduating from the
University of Melbourne (BA) she
accepted the challenge to become a
missionary in Korea. She completed a
diploma in education and at Rolland
House, the Presbyterian Deaconess
and Missionary Training College, she
studied basic theology. In 1937 she
went to Korea where she remained
until she was forced to return to
Australia with the outbreak of war in
1941.
In 1945 Cath was appointed principal of Rolland House, a position she
held until 1968. She gave wise leadership. Her loving care and wise discipline, reflecting her love of Christ,
helped many a student through difficult times. She took an active interest
in the work of deaconesses worldwide
before and after retirement.
In 1994 the Melbourne College of
Divinity conferred on her the degree
of Doctor of Sacred Theology in
recognition of her contribution to the
theological education of women. A
member of the Uniting Church from
its inception in 1998 she published a
well-received history of deaconesses
in the Presbyterian Church to mark
the centenary of their first setting
apart.
Cath died on 14 February full of
years, having lived out the deaconess
motto “non ministrari, sed ministrate”, not to be ministered unto, but
to minister.
Mary Moodie

Hood to Westminster

Cup of Salvation weekend

R
ev. Stuart Bonnington of South Yarra Rev. Jarrod Hood of Moe (Vic) and
(Vic) was the guest speaker at six meeting family will travel to Westminster
and services associated with the Para Hills
and Norwood Presbyterian Churches in
Adelaide over the May Adelaide Cup
weekend.

Theological Seminary in Philadephia to
study for an M.Th. from August 2003 to
February 2004. WTS has granted a scholarship to cover the cost of the fees.
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Torrens advances

Around
the World

In January Mr Damien Carson was
commissioned assistant pastor to Rev.
Dr Reg Mathews at the Para Hills congregation. Rev. Dr Graham Lyman has
been appointed for three years to a 2/3
appointment at the North Adelaide
congregation. The Lymans are on three
months’ holidays in the UK and will
take up the appointment when they
return.
The Mt Barker congregation just
outside Adelaide reports a period of
spiritual growth and development
under the ministry of Pastor Rupert
Hanna.
The minister of the Seacliffe congregation, Rev. Stefan Slucki, has been unwell,
and prayer is requested for his full recovery. Seacliffe has received Pastor Ian and
Mrs Jan Smith from Portland in Victoria
to assist Mr Slucki as well as to begin to
re-establish a Presbyterian witness at
Seaford Rise.
At the Largs North congregation, Rev.
Norman Carter has been appointed parttime for one year. Rev. Robert Burns,
who has served the congregation for a
number of years, has been declared hon.
senior minister.

Pentecost Sunday

N

early 250 people drawn from various
Presbyterian, Christian Reformed and
other Christian congregations gathered in
Wesley Church, Hobart, for the annual
combined Pentecost Sunday on 8 June.
The guest speaker was the much-travelled
Rev. Stuart Bonnington of South Yarra
(Vic). He spoke from John 14-16 on the
mission of the Holy Spirit in the church
and to the world.

CMP on the web

Tproject
he Christian Media Project (CMP), a
of Bible Society NSW, is now on
the web. “Our website contains key information about the project, sets out our
aims and lists those organisations who
have already partnered with us,” said
CMP manager Martin Johnson.
The web site address is:
www.christianmediaproject.com.au
The CMP is a prime-time, media
campaign to encourage non-Christians
to find out more about Christianity. It
is based on the successful Power to
Change campaigns run in Canada and
Ireland by Campus Crusade for
Christ.

Taking the gospel

A

t least 578 million pieces of Scripture
have been distributed worldwide last
year. They were provided by 137
national Bible Societies. The figures are
up by 22.5 million over 2001, according
to the United Bible Societies in
Reading, England. The figures do not
include Scriptures distributed by other
agencies.
Religious statisticians David B. Barrett
and Todd M. Johnson calculate that 62
million full Bibles, 132 million New
Testaments and 4750 million Bible portions are distributed in one year.
United Bible Societies

Terror in Uganda

F

ifty members of The Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA), an armed rebel
militia fighting the government of
Uganda broke into the Catholic Lacor
Junior Seminary in northern Uganda.
They killed one and abducted 44 young
seminarians aged 12 to 18, although three
later escaped. The LRA is a blasphemous,
terrorist cult-militia, comprising mainly
lightly armed foot-soldiers (presently
300), and drugged, conscripted child soldiers (presently 600). Yet for 16 years, the
LRA’s campaign of terror has been
unstoppable in northern Uganda and
Southern Sudan.
They have kidnapped more than
10,000 children for front-line fighting.
They claim to want a government built
on the Ten Commandments. However,
their trademark is unrivalled cruelty, brutality and raw, sadistic evil.
The LRA receives support from the
defeated and exiled Holy Spirit force
established by the Catholic heretic and
self-proclaimed
prophetess,
Alice
Lakwena. However, the bulk of LRA
funding, training and arms has come from
the National Islamic Front in Khartoum,
Sudan.
In Gulu, Noah’s Ark Children’s
Ministry Uganda (NACMU) has set up
a haven for children at night. Many children walk up to eight kilometres from
their village to Gulu, just to get a night’s
safe sleep, before walking home the next
day. On 7 May, the LRA raided a village a
kilometre from Gulu, taking 26 children,
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as well as a Catholic mission and village
two kilometres from Gulu, where they
took 30 children. The same day, the
NACMU had a record influx of 1203 terrified children seeking protection from
the LRA. Set up to cater for 300 children
per night, Noah’s Ark is straining at the
seams.
Religious Liberty

Mixed marriage

M
ainline Protestants, evangelicals, and
Catholics in America agree that marriage
is in trouble and that churches can help fix
the problem. Leaders who haven’t been
known for agreeing on much else have
announced the signing of a Christian
Declaration on Marriage. It was drawn up
by representatives from the National
Association of Evangelicals, the
National Conference of Catholic
Bishops, the Southern Baptist
Convention, and National Council of
Churches.
“Our nation is threatened by a high
divorce rate, a rise in cohabitation, a rise in
non-marital births, a decline in the marriage rate, and a diminishing interest in
and readiness for marrying, especially
among young people,” the document
states. “With three-quarters of marriages
performed by clergy, churches are
uniquely positioned not only to call
America to a stronger commitment to
this holy union but to provide practical
ministries and influence for reversing the
course of our culture.”
The document urges churches to pray
for and support stronger marriages,
encourage people to marry, educate young
people about the meaning and responsibilities of marriage, and prepare engaged
couples to be married. Churches are urged
to influence society to uphold the institution of marriage.
American Council of Churches

Fear for Iraqi Christians

T

he
US
Commission
on
International Religious Freedom has
urged President Bush to maintain his
commitment to religious freedom for all
Iraqis. “Now that Saddam Hussein has
been ousted, the US Commission on
International
Religious
Freedom
believes strongly it is essential to ensure
that the Iraqi people can exercise their
religious freedom in full accordance with
international human rights standards,”
commission members wrote in a recent
letter to the President.

N
The commission expressed its concern
that US leadership is needed to prevent
ethnic and sectarian violence and other
human rights violations against Iraq’s
diverse religious communities. “The
recent murders of Shiite clerics could be
the harbinger of further violence within
and between religious groups,” they
wrote. “Now is the time to prevent such
an outcome.”
Religion Today

Saudis arrest Christians

TportwocityAfrican
men jailed in Saudi Arabia’s
of Jeddah for “Christian activities” were told that they would be
deported. Girmaye Ambaye, 44, of
Eritrea, was arrested at his sponsor’s
office in late March. Ethiopian
Endeshawe Adana Yizengaw, 32, was
taken into custody on the street near his
home in late April.
Saudi police first revoked residence
permits for the two men, active in the
ministry of Jeddah’s Ethiopian-Eritrean
Christian congregation, then placed them
under arrest. “I think in two days I will
reach Ethiopia,” Yizengaw told Compass.
Saudi authorities have questioned at
least a dozen members of Jeddah’ s
Ethiopian-Eritrean congregation in recent
months and warned them to stop attending the church.
Compass Direct

Malaysian U-turn
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Bomb kills Christian

AbeenJordanian
convert to Christianity has
killed by a bomb planted outside the
home of a missionary couple in Tripoli,
North Lebanon.
Initially the Police stated that Jamil
Ahmad al-Rifai, 28, had himself planted
the bomb; but it is now apparent that he
was killed when coming to the aid of
Dutch missionary Gerrit Griffioen, 52,
and his family.
At 11.30pm on 6 May, Griffioen’s
German wife, Barbel, 44, realised there
was an intruder in their garden. The
Dutchman called to al-Rifai, his next door
neighbour, to help; by the time they
entered the garden the intruder had fled.
Griffioen proceeded to extinguish the
fuse and then gave chase. Meanwhile alRifai was carrying the couple’s three children out of the house; after that he
returned to the garden. The 2kg bomb
detonated when he was either trying to
defuse it or simply move it further away;
the blast made his body almost unidentifiable.
The family survived the blast without
injury, though according to Beirut’s Daily
Star one of their children, a 9-year-old
boy, was slightly hurt. Griffioen has been
repeatedly threatened during his 20 years
of work in Lebanon. He is a widely
known and well respected Christian
leader.
A man going by the name of
Mohammad is being held in connection

with the bombing. Recently he had been
attending meetings run by the Griffioens
claiming that he wanted to become a
Christian.
Last November American missionary
Bonnie Penner Witherall was shot dead
by an unidentified gunman in Sidon. Both
Sidon and Tripoli are known to be centres
of radical Sunni Islam.
Barnabas Fund

Pastor deported

P

astor Nemencio Bonton, a senior
pastor with Qatar International
Christian Ministry and an electrician,
has been deported from Qatar to his
native Philippines. No reason has been
given for his deportation that was
enforced despite an alternative sponsor
being found who met with senior Qatari
officials. He has been in Qatar for 20
years and has had no previous trouble
with the authorities.
Qatar International Christian Ministry
conducts services and other church activities for Christians among the estimated
450,000 expatriate workers in Qatar.
This is the second confirmed deportation of a Christian minister from Qatar
for religious reasons this year, following
the deportation of Pastor Stanislas
Chellapa, an Indian, in January. In a third
case, a Christian minister was deported
but this is unconfirmed as being for religious reasons.
Middle East Concern

Ta previous
he Malaysian Government has revoked
ban on the Iban language translation of the Bible. The Iban Bible has
been freely available in the country for 15
years.
Ibans comprise 30 per cent of the population of Sarawak (the largest ethnic
group in the state) and the majority of
Ibans are Christian. The ban on Bup
Kudus, the Iban-language Bible, was lifted
as a result of the Council of Churches
and the Association of Churches in
Sarawak appealing to the Malaysian
Home Ministry (KDN).
Following this, the deputy Prime
Minister, and head of the KDN, Datuk
Seri Abdullah Badawi, met the church
leaders and was satisfied with their explanation as to why the ban should be lifted.
Despite this good news, the translations
of 11 other Christian books that were
banned at the same time remain illegal.
They are in Bahasa Malaysia, the national
language.
Barnabas Fund

Hills
Family
Funerals
Offering Christian Care & Concern
• Christian Funeral Directors
• David is an Ordained Minister
of the Presbyterian Church
• Australian family owned and operated
• Kindness and understanding
• Bereavement counselling
• Serving all Sydney suburbs
• 24 hour service
• Pre-Paid and Pre-Arranged Services

David & Josie Brand

(02) 9838 7711
Email: info@hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au Web: www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au
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On the
Agenda
Cohabitation: a bad habit
By Tracy Gordon

A

ccording to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, in 2001 103,000 couples married,
and 55,300 divorced. And divorce is being
blamed, both in Australia and overseas,
largely on the increase in cohabitation.
Research conducted by the Britishbased Institute for the Study of Civil
Society (Civitas) shows that children suffer
greatly when they are raised in single-parent
homes, and says that cohabitation is one of
the main routes into lone parenthood.
Between 15 and 25 per cent of all loneparent families are created through the
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break-up of cohabiting unions, states the
report, Experiments in Living: The
Fatherless Family. Children born into married unions are estimated to be twice as
likely as those born into cohabiting
unions to spend their entire childhood
with both natural parents, 70 per cent
compared with 36 per cent.
“It becomes irrational for the government to pretend that family structure is
no business of policy makers, and that all
family structures are equally to be
applauded and supported,” said David
Green, director of Civitas.
The figures reflect the growing individualism in our society, says Pat Noller
from the University of Queensland’s
family centre.
But marriage and stable families remain
the building block of our society and
should be strengthened with pre and post-

Reformed Theological College Distance Education
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marriage courses, she says. Marriage is
good for health, finances, parenting and
sex lives.
“We can’t afford to say we don’t really
care who sleeps with whom and who is
having children with whom,” Professor
Noller added.
Cohabiting relationships are scrutinised by international researchers, who
have observed that in most Western countries in recent years, cohabitation has
replaced marriage as the first “live-in” relationship. And, whereas these relationships
once led to marriage, this is now less
likely. The Australian Institute of Family
Studies has found that two-thirds of
cohabiting couples married within five
years in the early ’70s. The rate in the ’90s
was only 40 per cent. A further 20 per cent
remained living together and the rest
broke up.
One characteristic of live-in relationships is that the couple often avoid the
hard questions. Author Barbara Dafoe
Whitehead says: “People can slide into
living together, without any serious discussion or mutual understanding as to its
meaning, purpose or likely duration ... As
a consequence, cohabitation-as-courtship
can contribute to confusion, misunderstanding, miscommunication and faulty
assumptions. It is easy for a couple to
decide to live together and, at the same
time, harbour very different expectations
for the relationship.”
Given this ambiguity, it becomes easy
for a woman to think the relationship is
progressing towards marriage while her
partner is content with the status quo.
So there are women, as well as men, shying away from long-term commitment, and
there are also couples living together in
long-term relationships who share a mutual
lack of interest in marriage or children. The
AIFS recently finished research which has
found that fewer than half of couples who
have lived together for more than five years
expect to marry. Other AIFS research suggests many of them are committed to a
long-term relationship and have no interest
in tying the knot.
Indeed, increasing numbers are having
children in such relationships. But this is far
less common for educated women: among
30 to 49-year-olds who have never married
and who live alone, only 13 per cent have
had children from live-in relationships. This
compares with 59 per cent of those who
haven’t finished school, according to data
from the Household, Income and Labour
Dynamics in Australia Survey (conducted
for the Commonwealth Department of
Family and Community Services).
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Horseback hero
How a man for all seasons helped transform a nation.

T

he bare-breasted mother slumps,
stupefied, on the the steps, skirts
drawn up to reveal suppurating
sores on her legs. Her baby is
falling over the rail into the open sewer
below, while at her feet a dog tends a
corpse.
An old woman being pushed in a
wheelbarrow swills gin, a man in an upper
window has hanged himself, and the only
buildings not collapsing as part of the general decay are S.Gripe pawnbroker,
Kilman Distillery, and the undertaker.
This scene, in William Hogarth’s etching Gin Lane, cruelly captures an 18thcentury addiction that easily outstrips the
horror of today’s heroin plague.
In parts of London, every second
household distilled and purveyed the poi-

Barney
Zwartz
son also known as mother’s ruin or cuckold’s comfort. It was also available from
peddlers, barbers, grocers and market
stalls. Signs read “Drunk for a penny, dead
drunk for two’’. Crime and other social
costs were horrendous.
Into this society 300 years last month
was born John Wesley, the man credited
with helping save England from ginsoaked ruin and revolution. The founder
of Methodism is one of the gigantic figures of history: preacher, publisher, pro-

lific author, educator, scientist and
reformer. By the time he died in 1791, the
great evangelical revival he began had
transformed the nation.
Wesley preached and wrote against gin,
not only because it destroyed individuals
and families but because it was a misuse of
grain, a staple food.
But it was his biblical balance between
personal piety and social concern, his
belief that people could and should
improve their lot, that had the most profound impact at the time, and which still
carries the strongest message today.
One thing common to pre-Wesleyan
England and modern Australia, according
to renowned Methodist scholar Professor
Norman Young, is that Christian teaching
has little impact on most people’s lives.
“Most people in England didn’t feel at
home in the church, and didn’t feel the
Christian message was for them,”
Professor Young says. “Wesley said, ‘OK,
I’ll go where they are’, and so he did. He
spent 50 years on horseback going to
where people were and speaking to them
a language they could understand. This
willingness is profoundly important now.”

W

Hogarth’s Gin Lane

esley’s influence was also credited
with saving England from the revolution unleashed on France in 1789, but
Wesley scholar Professor Robert Gribben
says this claim is overstated.
“England had its revolution in the 17th
century under Cromwell, and the memory of that did as much to divert England
from further revolutions,” says Professor
Gribben, from the United Faculty of
Theology in Melbourne.
Even so, Wesley’s emphasis on social
justice made him an unwitting social revolutionary. For example, Methodism was
vital in developing working class movements, such as trade unions.
“That led land owners to try to silence
Wesley, sending agents provocateurs to his
meetings and having him attacked,”
Young says. “They were concerned that
working class people could start to think
Jack’s as good as his master, and that did
happen.”
Once, according to Young, Wesley was
saved at an outdoor meeting by a
butcher’s wife, who stood in front of him
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 1
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and told the mob they would have to get
past her if they wanted to harm him.
It’s no coincidence that the first
Methodist chapel in Bristol has a pulpit
two stories high, with a direct exit down
the stairs to a back door.
Wesley was born to the pulpit. His
father was an Anglican priest, as were
both grandfathers – though both, as puritans, were casualties of the restoration of
the monarchy in 1661 when all clergy
were forced to conform to the entire
package of church, episcopacy, liturgy and
Book of Common Prayer. Both lost their
livings.
When John was six, the rectory burnt
down but he was dramatically rescued, “a
brand plucked from the burning”.
Neither he nor his mother, the beautiful
and formidable Susannah – along with
Augustine’s mother Monica, perhaps the
most famous mother in church history –
doubted that he was saved for a purpose.
At Oxford, with his brother Charles,
the famous hymn writer, and a few
friends, Wesley founded the Holy Club in
1729 to pray and study the Bible but also
to distribute food and clothing to the
poor. They were called Methodists as a
term of derision, and the name stuck.

T

he changing point in Wesley’s life was
his return from a bitterly unsuccessful
stint as a missionary in the new colony of
Georgia. He met some Moravians, a
pietistic group, and was impressed by
their inner peace.
On May 24, 1738, he went to a meeting where Luther’s Preface to the Epistle on
Romans was being read. Wesley wrote in
his journal: “About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which
God works in the heart through faith in
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone,
for salvation; and an assurance was given
me that he had taken away my sins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sin
and death.”

O Worship the King!
St John’s
Forest Street

Bendigo
invites you to
worship when
visiting Victoria
The Lord’s Day
10:30 am
Minister: Rev Andrew M Clarke
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This gave him spiritual and emotional
assurance. Henceforth, head and heart
were aligned.
Wesley fell out of favour with the
Anglican establishment, which scorned
him as an enthusiast. Forbidden the pulpit
inside the church, he realised he would
have to preach outside it. Over the next 50
years he travelled about 400,000 kilometres across Britain, mostly on horseback,
reading as he went. He preached 45,000
sermons, often to thousands of people at
a time.

Wesley travelled
about 400,000
kilometres
across Britain,
mostly on
horseback,
and preached
45,000
sermons.
This arduous program didn’t prevent
him keeping the publishing company he
established – Epworth Press, now
England’s third-oldest – more than busy.
He wrote 50 books of theology for his
lay preachers – what Professor Gribben
calls “a Reader’s Digest of divinity” – plus
carefully researched pamphlets on social
issues, Latin and Hebrew grammars, hundreds of letters, his journal, and Primitive
Physick: A Natural and Easy Method of
Curing Most Diseases, which went
through more than 20 editions in his lifetime.
Though some cures – such as rubbing
a raw onion on the pate to cure baldness –
might seem implausible, Wesley did try to
test his prescriptions. A child of 18th century rationality, much influenced by contemporary philosopher John Locke,
Wesley saw the need for empirical testing.
He experimented with static electricity,
using a primitive shock treatment on people with nervous disorders.
An important contribution to the
church was introducing hymns, which
transformed worship – previously only
psalms were sung. Professor Gribben
says: “Isaac Watts (a congregationalist)
and Charles Wesley showed it is possible
to put doctrine into good poety and put
them into good music. A sung faith is a
remembered faith. The illiterates, like
Durham miners, Cornish fishermen and
Bristol brickmakers, gained a theological
understanding they wouldn’t otherwise
have had.”
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Wesley developed a strong network of
lay preachers and social workers, which
helped the Methodists flourish in the
United States – where they are the biggest
single
denomination,
numbering
President Bush among their members –
and Australia. Methodists became part of
the Uniting Church in 1977.
Their influence was strong in early
Victoria, according to Professor Young.
“Wesleyans were among the first who
came to the gold fields, and didn’t have to
wait for priests or ministers to get things
going – the lay leadership took over.”
Melbourne can thank Wesley’s interest in
education and medicine for the Epworth
hospital, plus Wesley College and
Methodist Ladies’ College.
He was tireless, always balancing spiritual concerns with good works. This was
too much for some. Samuel Johnson,
himself no laggard, said: “The problem
with John Wesley is that we no sooner
stretch out our legs for a good conversation than Wesley must be up and about
some other good thing.” Professor
Gribben says: “He was a driven man. I’m
not sure I’d have liked to work with him.”
A humble man, Wesley died with virtually no possessions. A tax letter exists,
asking him how much silver he had. He
replied that he had one silver spoon in
Bristol and one in London, and he had no
intention of getting more while so many
were starving.

F

or all his intensity of purpose, Wesley
had a sharp sense of humour. He is
reputed to have met society dandy Beau
Nash and friends on a canal towpath.
Nash arrogantly demanded: “Give way,
Mr Wesley. I never give way to fools.”
With a bow, Wesley obeyed, replying: “I
always do.”
However, he had a blind spot when it
came to the doctrines of grace in the
Westminster Confession. He liked them
so little that he founded a magazine, The
Arminian, to oppose them.
Wesley’s enduring power is admirably
summarised by its effect on Robert
Gribben. “The tradition certainly had a
powerful influence on me – a simple personal relationship with God which comes
out in prayer and regular public worship
and association with other Christians, but
which at every point must issue in practical care of the marginalised and the poor,
whatever is the condition in your own territory.”
This is an expanded version of an article
that first appeared in The Age, for which
Barney Zwartz is religious affairs writer. ap
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From Oratorios to Elvis
Pop culture has been coming to a church near you for hundreds of years.

L

adies and gentlemen, Elvis has
entered the (church) building.
Imagine a mutton-chopwhiskered, white-jump-suited
Anglican priest, posed dramatically on
one knee, arm raised skyward, belting
out, before a cheering crowd of the pious
and the curious, the Elvis hit Where
Could I Go But to the Lord. (Yes, Elvis
covered that song in 1968. His Majesty is
not in the Gospel Hall of Fame for nothing — he garnered all three of his
Grammies for gospel hits, not rock
tunes.)
The priest then regales his riveted audience with Christian rewrites of such secular Elvis perennials as “Blue Suede Shoes”
(“Well it’s one for the Father, two for the
Son, three for the Holy Spirit and your
life has just begun.”)
That’s the Rev. Dorian Baxter — “Elvis
Priestly”, he likes to be called. Earlier this
year, Baxter held the inaugural service of
his “Christ the King, Grace-Land,
Independent Anglican Church” in a hall
in Ontario, Canada. Two hundred potential members showed up, along with a
bevy of paparazzi.
Baxter uses the hyphen in “GraceLand” to emphasise “Grace”. (He also
recognises that the King lived a less than
saintly life, but he insists the rock’n’roll
star held firmly throughout his life to faith
in Jesus and died with a pure heart.)
He uses the “Independent” because
Canadian Anglican officials have found
his shtick “in poor taste”, and demoted
him to “priest-on-leave” from the Diocese
of Algoma in Ontario.
This kind of reaction is a familiar one
for those through the centuries who have
drawn on secular cultural forms in their
efforts to bring sinners from the world
into the church.

I

n their defence, such churchly pop-culture innovators have pointed out that
Jesus always showed up where the people
were and ate and drank with them. As a
result, the Saviour, too, suffered harsh critiques (“winebibber and glutton”) from
the religious folk. The innovators have
also looked to the consummate evangelist,
Paul, as a model. After all, he preached to
the Greeks, quoting their own pagan

Chris
Armstrong
poets, and avowed he would become “all
things to all men” in order to win even a
few.
Then there’s the oft-told tale of how
Martin Luther used tavern-songs
melodies for some of his hymns, defiantly
defending his actions by saying, “Why
should the devil have all the good tunes?”
Alternate versions of this story have
Charles Wesley trolling the public houses
for usable melodies and offering up the
same question in his defence.

Aimee Semple
McPherson
wowed her
Hollywoodsavvy audiences
with lavish
dramatic
productions.

In fact, though it is possible Luther and
Wesley both borrowed tunes from the
popular songs of their days, both
Lutheran and Methodist scholars have
insisted these stories are legendary.
What is more certain is that the English
evangelist Rowland Hill (1744-1833) did
indeed ask why the devil should get all the
good tunes, and did use popular music in
his meetings.
In both the use of that phrase and the
practice of adapting pop music to evangelistic settings, Hill was followed even
more famously by the 19th century
founders of the Salvation Army — the
Booth family.
Ian Bradley, author of Abide with Me:
The World of Victorian Hymns (a wonderful source on these matters and, believe it
or not, a ripping good read), tells the
story. When the patriarch William Booth
was told that certain kinds of music were

too much “of the world” to be used in
evangelistic meetings, he retorted crustily,
“Not allowed to sing that tune or this
tune? Indeed! Secular music, do you say?
Belongs to the devil, does it? Well, if it did,
I would plunder him of it ... Every note
and every strain and every harmony is
divine and belongs to us.”
Another story places Booth at a revival
meeting in a Worcester theater, enjoying a
popular Christian chorus titled Bless His
Name, He Sets Me Free. Booth was surprised to discover that the song’s tune
came from a music-hall ditty, Champagne
Charlie is My Name. Turning to a family
member, he delivered Hill’s famous line,
“That settles it. Why should the devil have
all the best tunes?”
The Army proceeded to adapt for their
own use such popular music as Stephen
Foster’s minstrel songs, music hall
favorites, and — yes — even drinking
songs.
In doing so, Booth and his followers
were tapping a tradition that dated back at
least to the 16th century origins and 17th
century elaboration of the sacred “oratorio” form. This form borrowed much
from secular opera and chamber pieces in
order to attract people to church.
Whatever the roots of the practice,
Booth could soon testify that songs
adapted from the streets often triggered
“overpowering scenes of salvation”, both
in England and in America.
Hmmm. OK, so there are historical
precedents for Baxter’s Elvis song
rewrites. But surely the dramatic elements
— the costumes, the poses — are something new.

I

n fact, the rousing Salvation Army
meetings of the 19th century featured
not just upbeat popular music but innovative uses of “illustrated sermons” and
dramas. This tradition, too, had venerable
roots, dating (despite the church’s often
violent objection to secular theatre) back
to medieval “mystery plays”.
Nor was this highly effective practice
confined to the Army. To give just one
example, when near the turn of the 20th
century a young girl attended Salvation
Army meetings in Canada with family
members, a new era of evangelistic pop-

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 3

C
culture absorption was launched. This
was Aimee Semple McPherson, founder
of the Church of the Foursquare Gospel
in Los Angeles, California.
From the founding of her Angelus
Temple a block from Sunset Boulevard
in that city, on January 1, 1923,
McPherson wowed her Hollywoodsavvy audiences with the lavish dramatic
productions she offered under its
vaulted dome.
These included everything from
punchy vignettes (“Sister” once
brought a motorcycle on stage with her
to make a point) to glittering extravaganzas presented on a stage festooned
with flowers and illuminated with batteries of lights (Read Edith L.
Blumhofer’s Aimee Semple McPherson:
Everybody’s Sister).
And so it has gone, in every imaginable area of artistic expression. The
church has eagerly borrowed from the
most popular forms offered by the
world.
Chris Armstrong is managing editor of
Christian History magazine, from which
ap
this article is reprinted.
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Labour of loathing
Author Philip Pullman has set out to destroy Narnia.
He will fail.

W

hatever the atheist equivalent of
canonisation is, they are doing it
to the children’s author Philip
Pullman. The full power of secular liberalism is being deployed to magnify his glorious name. In 2000 he won the
Whitbread Prize, normally reserved for
adult authors. In 2001 Radio Four handed
over three of its precious Saturday afternoons for an adaptation of his trilogy, His
Dark Materials. His works were prepared
for the stage of the National Theatre, and
Hollywood is hoping to do for him what it
did for Tolkien. Why is he suddenly so
important?
Here is the reason: Philip Pullman is the
man who may succeed in destroying a
country that the liberal intelligentsia loathe
even more than they despise Britain. That
country is Narnia, discovered long ago by
millions of English-speaking children, and
still beloved by many of them. Narnia is a
conservative sort of place – religious,
undecimalised, unmetricated, patriotic and
hierarchical.
But Narnia cannot be corrected, modernised, devolved or forced to join the
euro. As a country of the mind, it remains
defiantly independent for as long as the
books are sold and read and their stories
remembered. The creator of Narnia, C.S.
Lewis, though dead almost 40 years, is the
most influential Christian in modern
British culture, not because of his faith
but because his stories are so good.

11 Watkin Street
Rockdale NSW 2216
Tel (02) 4887 7024
Fax (02) 9599 5371
Email plant@inspired.net.au
or visit our web site at:
www.rcb.com.au
RCB is supported by Bexley-Rockdale
presbyterian Church
Narnia: The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe
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Peter
Hitchens
Parents and grandparents, uncles and
aunts, seeking literate and well-crafted
stories for their young, have been all but
compelled to turn to this odd
Ulsterman’s works for the last half-century. They know that these gifts will actually be read, despite the archaic slang used
by the 1940s children who are their
heroes and heroines.
Most, regrettably, do not care or even
notice that the seven Narnia books convey
a Christian and conservative message, but
among the enlightened classes many adults
are unhappy about Lewis’s confident and
potent faith, unashamed and unfashionable, conveyed through parables and allegory and perhaps destined to stay with his
readers all their lives.

T

he cultural elite would like to wipe out
this pocket of resistance. They have
successfully expelled God from the
schools, from the broadcast media and, for
the most part, from the Church itself.
They would much rather He was not sitting on the bookshelves of their offspring.
Philip Pullman allows them to remove
Him, and replace The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe with Pullman’s very different
country of the mind – rebel angels,
friendly daemons and witches who are not
wicked but good (though Pullman also has
a wardrobe).
Pullman’s stories are crammed with the
supernatural and the mystical, and take
place mainly in alternative worlds, most
captivatingly of all in an Oxford recognisably the same place while utterly different.
But while Narnia is under the care of a
benevolent, kindly creator, Pullman’s
chaotic universe has no ultimate good
authority, controlling and redeeming all.
God, or someone claiming to be God, dies
meaninglessly in the third volume of his

T

he bad are to be found among the religious, the respectable and the well-off.
A particular villain is discovered at his opulent home. Pullman writes with feeling,
“Everything Will could see spoke of wealth
and power, the sort of informal settled
superiority that some upper-class English
people still took for granted.”

Pullman has also assailed Lewis for
being racist, a charge that simply doesn’t
stick. One of Lewis’s noblest characters is
the dark-skinned Calormene, Emeth,
while the vilest is the White Witch. He also
suggests that Lewis is monumentally disparaging of women. As Michael Ward
points out, this, too, is absurd: “Lucy
Pevensie is unquestionably the most

Pullman
described
the Narnia
Chronicles as
grotesque, disgusting, ugly,
poisonous and
nauseating.
prominent and morally mature character in
the narrator’s eyes. Lucy is the first of the
children to discover Narnia, and is
described as more reliable and more truthful than her brother Edmund. She is the
one who most often sees Aslan, the Christfigure.”

His other angry charges against Lewis,
that he sends Susan Pevensie to hell
because she likes lipstick and nylons, and
that he kills all the children because he
prefers death to life, are equally questionable.
It is a sore pity that Lewis is not here to
defend himself and Narnia against this
angry foe and his supporters. In his
absence, both sets of books will have to
speak for their authors. In an age where
most stories written for grown-ups are
about nothing very much at all, Lewis and
Pullman have addressed the great issues of
this time and all time, and both deserve to
be read by adults.
But Pullman would have made better
use of his dark materials if he had sought to
co-exist with Lewis rather than to attack
him. Narnia may have no weapons of mass
destruction, but it has a powerful guardian,
and I have a suspicion that it will find ways
of defending itself.
Peter Hitchens is a columnist for the Mail on
Sunday in London. This article is reprinted
ap
from The Spectator magazine.
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trilogy. There is life after death, but it is a
dark, squalid misery from which oblivion is
a welcome release.
Pullman puts forward a complex theory
of man’s true destiny, and his stories are a
powerful epic that everyone should read.
But many who buy these books for children and grandchildren would be surprised, and even shocked, if they knew just
how vehemently Pullman despises the
Christian Church, and how much he
loathes his dead rival, Lewis. He is, in fact,
the Anti-Lewis.
He has described the Narnia
Chronicles as grotesque, disgusting, ugly,
poisonous and nauseating. Yet, as Michael
Ward, an expert on Lewis, has pointed out,
Pullman’s saga begins just as Lewis’s does
with a girl hiding in a wardrobe and finding more than she bargained for. It is
almost as if he wants to turn Narnia
upside-down and then jump on it. While
Lewis portrays rationalist atheists as comically ghastly and joyless, Pullman depicts
priests as evil and murderous, drunk and
probably perverted, and the Church as a
conspiracy against happiness and kindness.
Challenged about his assault, Pullman
professes enthusiasm for something called
the Republic of Heaven, whatever that
means. He also says that he draws many of
his ideas from Milton’s Paradise Lost. No
doubt he does, but much of his thinking
could also have been taken from the pages
of the Guardian, or from politically correct
staff-room conversation in a thousand
state schools. Among the good characters
in his trilogy are gypsies, an African prince,
a homosexual angel and a renegade nun
who abandons her faith but who willingly
obeys orders from another angel (orientation unknown) who speaks to her through
a computer screen.
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Find out about our special Primary/Secondary transition programme in the Middle
School, the new computing laboratory, Accelerated Reading Programme and our
LEM phonics scheme.
For further information, application forms or an appointment with the Principal, Mr.
Bob Speck, please telephone (03) 9808 9911.
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JULY 2003
21 Rokeby special (home mission)
charge, Hobart; about 50 c&a (communicants and adherents), 25 yf
(younger folk – Sunday School and
youth) and 4 e (elders). Neil
Mackinlay and Scottsdale parish
northern Tasmania including Briport
and Nabowla; with about 60 c&a, 20
yf and 3 e. Greg. Munro; both workers are in the early months of ministries there.
22 Robin Watson APWM/SIM worker
from South Toowoomba serving in
Burkina Faso west Africa in Fulani
Bible translation.
23 The new Palm Beach-Elanora parish
on Queensland’s Gold Coast with 50
c&a, and 4 e and Donald and Noela
Geddes as he ministers part time.
24 Effective Christian outreach and nurture to teenagers and young adults in
your own and neighbouring parishes.
25 Norah Gibson APWM worker from
Hobart serving in Japan teaching
English.
26 The boys and staff of Scots College
Bellevue Hill, Sydney. Robert Iles
principal; Conrad Nixon chaplain.
27 Dalby parish on the Qld Darling
Downs including Cecil Plains; with
about 245 c&a, 225 yf and 13 e.
Roland and Joanne Lowther.
28 The vacant Gladesville parish Sydney
including Woolwich-Hunters Hill;
with about 85 c&a,10 yf and 12 e.
29 Presbytery of Gippsland, Vic. with 4
parishes and 2 home mission stations
totalling 8 congregations with 530
communicants and adherents; 1
retired minister; Jared Hood clerk.
30 Batemans Bay home mission station
on the NSW south coast; with about
45 c&a, and 2 e. Geoff Webber.
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31 TEAR Australia as it is involved in
providing relief and development aid
in the less privileged two thirds of the
world.
AUGUST
1 Millicent parish South Australia
including Rendelsham; with about 90
c&a, 10 yf and 6 e. Vacant.
2 Richard and Linda Buchanan of
Redcliffe church Brisbane WBT /
APWM workers in the youth ministry
of Wycliffe Bible Translators in Qld.
3 David and Elizabeth McDougall as he
begins ministry at John Calvin parish,
Thuringowa, Townsville, Qld; with
about 105 c&a, 85 yf and 7 e.
4 Queensland Moderator Peter
Richardson and Jenny as he gives leadership and represents the PCQ; and
assembly officers and committees as
they implement the decisions of the
recent assembly.
5 St Pauls, Brisbane parish Spring Hill;
with about 145 c&a, 30 yf and 16 e.
Andrew and Elaine Gardiner.
6 The work of the Reformed
Ecumenical Council linking 40
denominations including ouir own;
Kadarmanto Hardjowasito
(Indonesia), President; Richard van
Houten (Grand Rapids USA) General
Secretary.
7 Koroit-Port Fairy parish including
Woolsthorpe and Hawkesdale; with
about 160 c&a, 20 yf and 12 e. Ian and
Narelle Leach.
8 Hallelujah Korean congregation,
Ashfield, Sydney with about 100 c&a,
and 30 yf. Byung Geun and Nam
Soon Kim.
9 Presbytery of Wide Bay – Sunshine
Coast north of Brisbane; 6 parishes
and 2 home mission stations totalling
10 congregations with 820 communicants and adherents; 2 retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction, 2 theological

candidates; Charles Kennedy clerk.
10 Paul and Carol Lukins APWM / SIM
workers from Condobolin NSW serving in Ethiopia at Makki among the
Mursi people; they have had trouble
with their 4WD.
11 Peppermint Grove parish, Perth; with
about 80 c&a, 15 yf and 2 e. Keith and
Ann Morris.
12 Cronulla parish southern Sydney;
with about 105 c&a, 25 yf and 7 e.
Russell and Threse Stark.
13 Michael and Ulrike Safari APWM /
Operation Mobilization worker from
Burwood NSW serving in ministry to
ethnic people in Sydney.
14 Newcastle Samoan parish; with about
70 c&a, 105 yf and 13 e. Setu
andFaasinoala Amosa.
15 Robert Taylor of Mt Gambier SA and
his wife as they prepare to take a leading role in the administration of the
Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship of
indigenous congregations.
16 The vacant north west Sydney Castle
Hill parish; with about 155 c&a, 12 yf
and 11 e. 17 Geelong West parish Vic;
with about 65 c&a, 25 yf and 8 e.
Dave and Tanya Assender.
18 METRO evangelism workers as they
work alongside ministers in NSW
parishes including Jason Smart with
Stephen Cree at East Lismore and
Peter Charles with Scott Donnellan at
Port Macquarie.
19 Presbytery of Illawarra south of
Sydney; 7 parishes and 2 home mission station totalling 20 congregations
with 1540 communicants and adherents, 1 RAN chaplain, 9 retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction; Peter Currie
clerk.
20 The Christian presence in state
schools (especially those in your own
area) through Christian staff, pupils,
visiting teachers and organizations.
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Books
The Next Christendom
Philip Jenkins
Oxford University Press, 2002.
Reviewed by Douglas Milne

Tthehe21stmaincentury
message of this book is that in
Christianity is going to
be a largely non-western, southern hemisphere and developing world movement.
Gone are the days when the strength of
Christianity lay in centres like London,
Geneva and New York; its centres are now
in places like Kinshasa, Buenos Aires and
Manila. This is a global change that has
been overlooked in the world reviews of
the 20th century that took place at the end
of the second millennium.
Jenkins argues strongly against the
view that Christianity was always a western religion. He shows instead that for the
first millennium the strength of
Christianity lay in countries like Africa,
the Middle East and Asia. It was not until
the end of the 18th century that
Protestant missions in the West really
took off in evangelising the world.
Most evangelical Christians in the
world today read the New Testament in a
way different from their western counterparts. They can identify, in a way we cannot, with the poverty, the persecution and
the demonic world that the early
Christians experienced. Is it significant
that their churches are growing and ours
are not?
This is a reputable publication from
Oxford University Press by a professor of
religious studies in a state university in
America.
Douglas Milne is the principal of the
Presbyterian
Theological
College,
Melbourne

Shepherding a Child’s
Heart
Ted Tripp
Wapwallopen: Shepherd Press, 1995.
Reviewed by Tracy Gordon

P

arenting in this day and age is a difficult
job. Not necessarily because children have
changed all that much, but because there

O

O
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S

is such a seemingly endless range of differing opinions on how to raise children
“correctly”.
This is where Dr Tedd Tripp (no relation to Paul Tripp) differs from many
others. Instead of giving advice on how
to shape or constrain behaviour, Dr
Tripp teaches what a parent’s goals
ought to be and how to pursue those
ends practically. It teaches how to
engage children about what really matters, how to address your child’s heart
by your words and actions.
Dr Tripp examines the foundations for
biblical childrearing, explores the heartissues, and spends some time working
through the stages of childhood. He
explores how children are the product of
both shaping influence (their physical
make-up and life experience) and Godward orientation. And he shows how parenting involves providing the best shaping
influences you can and the careful shepherding of your children’s responses to
those influences.
He stresses throughout the book that
the heart determines behaviour. “Learn,
therefore, to work back from behaviour
to the heart. Expose heart struggles. Help
your children to see that they were made
for a relationship with God. The thirst of
the heart can be satisfied in truly knowing
God.”
I have found Dr Tripp’s book refreshing and challenging, not because it presents material and information which is
novel, but because it applies the biblical
truths in helpful and clear ways. One of
the strengths of the book is that it encouraged me to constantly search out my heart
as I seek to address the issues in my child’s
heart.
Tracy Gordon is a Sydney journalist.

Revelation: Study Notes
Andrew Wong
Privately published, 2002.
Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Athendrew
Wong is an elder emeritus of
Chinese Presbyterian Church in
Sydney. He has a great love for and interest in the Book of Revelation. One of the
responsibilities he had within the CPC
was running a Bible study group, the
notes of which form the substance of
this book.
He follows popular 20th century evangelical interpretations of the last book of

the Bible, some of which need to be tested
in the light of the teaching of fuller commentaries such as D.E. Johnson’s Triumph
of the Lamb (P+R, 2001).
It is encouraging to see Elder Wong’s
love for Jesus Christ and the Holy
Scriptures on every page. Even if one does
not agree with every explanation/interpretation offered here, there is much that
will provoke thought and hopefully genuine action. The many biblical cross references offered on nearly every verse are a
real strength of this volume.
Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church.

Ruth & Esther
Boyd Luter & Barry Davis
Fearn: Christian Focus, 2003.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

TChristian
he Focus on the Bible series, from
Focus, seeks to be readable,
reliable, and relevant. As such it combines real scholarship with a colloquial
style of writing, and sometimes the two
sit oddly together. A. Boyd Luter is
rather fond of dealing with Ruth in an
arrangement of verses which differs
somewhat from that of the original. It
was not always immediately obvious to
me that this was a helpful approach, but
there are plenty of insightful comments
here which make up for the disruptions
in verse order.
Barry Davis on Esther also has plenty
of helpful material, but his interpretation
is marred by his negative treatment of
Esther and Mordecai. He regards them as
neither particularly righteous nor particularly spiritual. It is true that it is difficult
to be enthusiastic about Esther’s involvement in the beauty pageant to find a new
queen, but even in her resolution to
approach the king on behalf of her people
(“If I perish, I perish” in Esther 4:16),
Davis sees more resignation than
courage.
He is also critical of Mordecai’s firm
actions in Esther 8, although it is not clear
that Mordecai had many other options. I
must admit that I found some of the
snappy headings a bit corny, and more irritating than illuminating.
For all that, there is much here to help
the Bible reader, and the work is commended.
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.
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Seeing God
The Father is visible only in the light of the Son.

T

he second commandment forbids
us to make images or pictures of
God (Ex. 20:4-6). The main reason for this, no doubt, is that God
is Spirit, and so must be worshipped in
spirit and in truth (John 4:24). The desire
to see God by means of an image is thus
ungodly.
At first sight (so to speak), it therefore
seems strange that the Bible still speaks of
God’s people “seeing God”. Moses, for
example, wanted to see God’s glory (Ex.
33:18-23). God’s response was to allow
His servant to see His back, as it were. The
warning given was: “You cannot see My
face; for no man shall see Me, and live”
(Ex. 33:20). Later, Manoah was to fear that
he and his wife would surely die because
they had seen God (Judges 13:22).
If we, in our abject sinfulness, saw God
in the fullness of His holy glory, we would
be destroyed. In that sense, because of our
sin, we cannot hope in this fallen world to
see God. Even the seraphim cover their
faces before the glory of the Lord (Is.
6:2). As Thomas Binney realised:
Eternal Light! eternal Light!
How pure that soul must be,
When, placed within Thy searching sight,
It shrinks not, but, with calm delight,
Can live, and look on Thee!

T

hat is not something that sinful man
can simply decide to do. Only the
perfect can look upon the Perfect.
Yet that is not the end of the story. The
Old Testament tells us that we cannot see
God and live, but it also records the hope
of the saints that they would actually see
God. David writes in the Psalms: “As for
me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I
will be satisfied when I awake in Your like-

Peter
Barnes
ness” (Ps. 17:15). Isaiah records the
promise: “Your eyes will see the King in
His beauty; they will see the land that is
very far off” (Is. 33:17).
In the midst of all his troubles, Job
affirmed his certain hope that in his flesh
he would see God (Job 19:26). Even on
this earth, in the Old Testament period,
wondrous things happened. When Jacob
wrestled with the Angel (the pre-incarnate Son) at
Peniel, he was
amazed: “For I
In heaven we
have seen God
who are
face to face, and
Christians will
my life is preno longer walk
served” (Gen.
32:30). It is a litby faith, but
tle bewildering –
faith will
we cannot see
become sight.
God and live, yet
believers will see
Him, and some did see Him. How can
this all be true?
The answer is found in the New
Testament. The apostle John tells us of
Christ: “No one has seen God at any
time. The only begotten God, who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him” (John 1:18).
No one has seen the Father, except the
Son who is from the Father (John 6:46).
This means that Jesus could rebuke Philip
when he asked Jesus to show the Father
to the apostles. Jesus declared: “He who
has seen Me has seen the Father” (John

14:9). In Christ we see God because
Christ is “the image of the invisible God”
(Col. 1:15). In coming to earth, Christ
emptied Himself of the fullness of His
glory so that sinful human beings could
indeed look on Him and live.
It is true that in this present life we see
in a mirror, dimly, but Christians know
that in heaven we will see face to face (1
Cor.13:12). Even in the Old Testament,
Moses “endured as seeing Him who is
invisible” (Heb. 11:27). Faith gives us
inward sight. As Thomas Brooks put it: “A
gracious soul may look through the darkest cloud and see God smiling on him.”

T

he glorious promise is that in heaven
we who are Christians will no longer
walk by faith, but faith will become sight
(2 Cor. 5:7). John whets our appetite for
this: “We know that when He is revealed,
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him
as He is” (1 John 3:2). The pure in heart
will see God (Mt. 5:8).
At the end, there shall be the consummation of all things. “And there shall be
no more curse, but the throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants
shall serve Him. They shall see His face,
and His name shall be upon their foreheads” (Rev. 22:3-4).
Peter Jackson, who became blind when
only 18 months old but became a
Christian as well as a preacher and a
gospel pianist, once told John Blanchard:
“If I remain as I am, the next person I see
will be my Saviour.”
Yes, sinners will see God, and live – but
only in Christ.
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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