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Os Guinness has a simple illustration to explain how the
idea of truth has died in our culture. It’s a story about
three cricket umpires who engage in a lively debate
about their different philosophies of umpiring.

“There’s no-balls and there’s wides,” says the first, “and I
call them the way they are.”

“No!” exclaims the second umpire. “That’s arrogant. There’s
no-balls and there’s wides and I call them the way I see it.”

“That’s no better,” says the third. “Why not be realistic
about what we do? There’s no-balls and there’s wides and
they’re nothing until I call them.”

According to Guinness the first umpire represents the tra-
ditional view of truth – objective, independent of the mind of
the knower, and there to be discovered. The second umpire
speaks for moderate relativism – truth “as each person sees it”
according to his or her limited perspective and interpretation.
And the third umpire bluntly expresses the radical relativist,
or postmodern, position – “truth” is not there to be discov-
ered; it is for each of us to create for ourselves.

“Thus” says Guinness “in a postmodern world, the ques-
tion is no longer ‘Is it true?’ but rather ‘Whose truth is it?’ and
‘Which power stands to gain?’”

Of course, the major problem for those who hold to the
postmodern view of truth is a simple philosophical one. Their
position is essentially self-refuting. Anyone who wishes to
deny that there is objective validity in propositions must, at
least, presuppose that their denial is true! If they insist that
there is no such thing as truth and that to believe otherwise is
false, then they are pushed relentlessly by their logic into a
position where they must claim that it is true that there is no
truth. This is self-evident nonsense.

However, the modern denial of truth is not only a lapse of
logic; it also has serious spiritual implications. If the cate-
gories of truth and falsehood are not applicable to God, then
we have no way of knowing God as he really is and certainly
no basis for trust in him. However, Paul reminds us that “God
…does not lie” (Titus 1:2) and “it is impossible for him to lie”
(Hebrews 6:18). Therefore, we have every reason to trust his
promises and to rely upon Christ as Saviour.

Peter Hastie ap
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Dr R. Albert Mohler Jr is  president
and professor of Christian theol-
ogy at the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary — the flag-

ship school of the Southern Baptist
Convention and one of the largest semi-
naries in the world. 

A leader among American evangelicals,
Dr Mohler was listed in a Time magazine
cover story as one of its “50 for the
Future” – 50 people under 40 who are
emerging national leaders in their fields.
Dr Mohler is a theologian and an ordained
minister. 

He has contributed chapters to several
recent books including Here We Stand: A
Call From Confessing Evangelicals and
The Coming Evangelical Crisis.
Forthcoming book projects include
works on the future of evangelical theol-
ogy and on the evangelical responses to
the cultural crisis. 

He is a regular syndicated columnist
for Religion News Service and correspon-
dent for the evangelical newsweekly
World, and hosts The Bible and Life, a
weekly television program which reaches

more than 30 million homes.
Peter Hastie spoke to him recently

about people’s changing attitudes to the
truth in 21st century culture.

Many Christians today wonder
whether there is such a thing as
“truth”. How did this controversy
arise?

It’s certainly rather odd that the idea of
truth has become a matter of controversy
in the church. After all, the church is
described in the New Testament as the
“pillar and foundation of the truth” (1
Timothy 3:15). Jesus also spoke of His
people as being sanctified by the truth
(John 17:17). 

I think it’s come about because
Western culture has experienced a deep
shift in worldview over the last few cen-
turies since the so-called Enlightenment.

The Enlightenment was the age of reason.
During this period people came to believe
that truth could be  proved or disproved
only by scientific/rational methodology.
This approach to truth became known as
modernity. For something to be true, it
had to be capable of scientific or rational
demonstration. Anything that couldn’t be
proved or disproved by such a method
wasn’t considered worthy of attention. It
certainly wasn’t worthy of authority. 

Of course, the downside of modernity
is that any supernatural truth-claim is
automatically dismissed as impossible
because it can’t be proved in a scientific
manner. This means that modernists
regard the Bible as irrelevant to life
because its truth-claims can’t be demon-
strated by scientific methods.

However, cracks started to appear in
the last 100 years in the assumptions of
modernity. Many people came to see
that scientific proof had some serious
limitations and so abandoned it for
what we now call “postmodernism”.
Postmodernism consists of a number of
basic ideas, one of which is that the scien-
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Reality check
Truth is under attack. Christians must hold the line.

Dr R. Albert 
Mohler Jnr
talks to Peter Hastie
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tific/rational method is just as imperialis-
tic as the Christian claim that there are
certain supernatural truths that God has
revealed. 

In fact, postmodernists go so far as to
argue that there’s no such thing as author-
itative, objective truth. They claim that
truth is something we make up as we go
along. It’s our version of reality; it’s the
way we see things. Of course, postmod-
ernists believe that we need to be tolerant
of other viewpoints as well and that we
should accept responsibility for the truth
we make up.

Why is the issue so important? 
I think the importance of the issue can

be best understood if you consider the
Christian belief system as a multi-storied
building. For instance, most of the debate
that takes place among evangelical theolo-
gians occurs on the top-floors of the
building. Debates on eschatology and the
time of Christ’s return could be thought
of as being on the top floor. A couple of
floors below that there are debates raging
between Calvinists and Arminians over
the nature of the Gospel, while other the-
ologians are arguing about the nature of
the atonement and the forensic nature of
justification. Just below these floors is
another debate on the person and nature
of Christ: is He the God-man?

Down on the first floor the doctrine of
revelation is under attack, and some the-
ologians are questioning the historic doc-
trine of biblical inerrancy. Now I think it’s
fairly obvious that if the solid rock of bib-
lical authority and total truthfulness is
forfeited, the arguments taking place on
the upper stories are a little beside the
point. Obviously, if we can’t rely on the
Bible, then it’s impossible to come to a
final decision on any of the other higher-
order issues.

Yet even this is not the heart of the
problem, because some people are attack-
ing the very notion of truth itself. In other
words, they are destroying the very foun-
dation for any meaningful debate at all.
Some of those who are contending on the
first floor for biblical authority and
inerrancy are unaware that there are oth-
ers who are drilling away beneath their
very feet at the foundation of truth itself.
In certain evangelical circles it is almost
impossible to discuss, debate, or defend
the doctrine of biblical inerrancy because
the very notion of truth has been aban-
doned. 

What we have to realise is that while no
biblical truth is unimportant, there is still
a hierarchy of truths.  It all comes down to

this: some truths depend upon the truth-
fulness of other truths.  For instance, if
you want to argue successfully about the
nature of salvation and how sinners are
redeemed, you must rely upon the truth
that there is an objective reality called
“sin”. Of course, this again presupposes
the truth that there is an objective reality
called “God” who is holy and who defines
what sin is. 

Evangelicals must now face the fact
that the most important controversies are
taking place on the lowest floors of the
building – these are the issues of revela-
tion, authority, and the objective nature of
truth itself. 

How old is this argument over the
truth? For instance, was Pilate a post-
modernist? He asked Jesus: “What is
truth?”

That’s right. I wouldn’t want to give
the impression that the postmodernist
attack on the notion of truth is only a
recent phenome-
non. It’s impor-
tant to note that
this debate about
the existence or
nature of truth
tends to wax and
wane in different
historical peri-
ods. For
instance, if you
look at the
period of the
Middle Ages, theologians and philoso-
phers were having interesting debates
about how we could actually understand
or apprehend the truth; but they had very
few arguments over whether the truth
actually existed or could be known. 

When you go all the way back to the
pre-Socratic Greek philosophers, you’ll
find some discussion over whether truth
was more or less an objective or subjective
reality. But no one really argued that
there’s no such thing as truth. It takes full-
blown nihilism to get to that. And
nihilism had to await the German philoso-
pher, Nietzsche, to articulate its radical
views in the last part of the 19th century.

But let’s get back to Pilate. I don’t
think his question was meant to begin a
serious philosophical inquiry; it was more
an evasion. He didn’t want to be judged
by truth because the result would reveal
glaring inconsistencies in his life. When he
publicly washed his hands after allowing
Jesus to be crucified, he was symbolically
suggesting that the truth was unknowable
even it did exist. As such, he couldn’t be

held responsible for a miscarriage of jus-
tice. We properly recognise his actions as
inexcusable and cowardly. By refusing to
deal with Jesus who was the truth, he was
in fact rejecting the truth.

It’s easy to see how Pilate evaded the
truth. But the same sort of hand-washing
goes on today in many quarters. For
instance, professors in the academy play a
similar sort of game with the notion of
truth because often their college or uni-
versity tenure is at stake. So they refuse to
take a stand on issues of truth and princi-
ple. Likewise, the media spend a lot of
their time teaching us how to wash our
hands collectively by convincing us that
since all views are valid, we cannot pro-
nounce any one view as wrong. But it’s
the same evasion as Pilate’s. 

Some evangelical scholars, like
Stanley Grenz, say Christians need to
be more sympathetic to the postmod-
ern view of truth, that what we
believe to be true has personal spin on
it. Is this so?

Well, to be honest, there is some truth
in this. Just as the modernists weren’t all
wrong,  so neither are the postmodernists.
But this is assuming that postmodernism
is basically one thing, which is debatable. 

Now I’ve said that the modernists are
wrong and not wrong. Let me explain.
Modernists are wrong when they say that
the only things worth knowing are prov-
able by scientific methodology. 

But they’re certainly right when they
say that if you want to split the atom,
you’d better come to terms with what the
atom is. That’s why it’s hypocritical to
criticise all the insights of modernism and
then go off and have a CAT scan.
Modernism has done some very valuable
things. I assume that we want doctors
who at least are trained in modern medi-
cine. 

Similarly, postmodernists are right and
wrong. Where is postmodernism right?
It’s right that many claims to truth are dis-
guised claims to power or preference, and
this is also true in the Church sometimes.
I sometimes hear people say, “You know,
that’s a bad piece of music” or whatever.
When someone makes a claim like that we
need to stop and ask the question: “Is this
a claim about an objective reality, or is it
merely a subjective statement? Is it simply
a matter of taste?”  There are matters of
taste that are absolutely irrelevant to the
issue of objective truth. For instance,
there is no fundamental issue of truth
involved in what colour the sanctuary of a
church is painted. But there are people

Pilate’s 
question wasn’t
meant to begin
a serious 
philosophical
inquiry; it was
an evasion.



who make claims like that. 
Similarly, many of the seemingly plau-

sible truth-claims that are made in our
society are nothing more than the dis-
guised preferences of the majority. They
are certainly not grounded in objective
truth.  So postmodernists are right to raise
questions about such truth-claims. For
instance, when postmodernists challenge
racism, Christians should be quick to see
that they have a point. We need to take a
step back and see that racism is based
upon a claim to truth that serves those in
power and tries to privilege a certain
group. And so we can look at racism and
say, “Yes, we see that, and we should have
seen it all along.” So postmodernism is
helpful in reminding us that not every-
thing that we think is true is in fact so.  

So where are postmodernists wrong? 
They are wrong in asserting that there’s

no objective truth by which we can judge
anything. If they were right, how could
we possibly call racism wrong if there is
no objective right or wrong? If we have no
objective reality called “truth” by which
we can judge racism, it simply becomes
another personal preference like colour
choice. And having a preference for one
colour over another is hardly immoral. So
postmodernists are wrong when they say
that all truth-claims are to be suspected to
the point of robbing them of authority.
Such total skepticism takes us to the brink
of pure nihilism, and even the most com-
mitted postmodernists usually don’t want
to go to such an extreme position. 

Now at some point we need to realise
that Christianity makes a distinctive claim
to truths that are not constructed but
revealed. When Peter confessed that Jesus
was the Christ, Jesus replied: “Flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, Peter,
but my Father who is in heaven” (Mt
16:17). Christianity is based upon a truth-
claim that we are not smart enough to fig-

ure out. The doctrines of the Christian
faith were not devised by human intelli-
gence. They come straight from the mind
of our Creator-Redeemer God who has
the authority to speak and who has spo-
ken. Once God has spoken, then we are
obligated to make a decision about that
truth: we must either receive and obey it,
or deny and reject it. And revelation – as
an entire concept – is incomprehensible
without the notion of objective truth.
Furthermore, the church is incomprehen-
sible without the assertion of revelation. 

How does the Bible want us to under-
stand the nature of truth? Is some-
thing only true if it’s factual, or is
there more involved?

Truth involves more than the factuality
of a statement, but it’s never less than

that. The correspondence theory of truth
is indispensable to Christian belief, but it’s
not sufficient to explain all that is meant
by truth.

Let me put it this way: saving faith is
not merely the belief that Jesus Christ is
the incarnate God-man who had a sinless
life, died in the place of sinners and was
raised on the third day. Some people
believe the factualness of these things yet
they are not redeemed because they reject
the claim made by that truth upon them.
Simply believing that a doctrinal assertion
corresponds with an absolute, objective
reality is fundamental, but it’s not
enough. Biblical truth makes a claim
upon us too. 

You see this in God’s covenantal
arrangements in the Old Testament. For
instance, Moses says to the Israelites in
Deuteronomy 6: “Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is One.” In other
words, “Here’s the truth about God and
here’s what it means.” But he goes on to
say: “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart … be careful to obey so that it
may go well with you...” (Deut 6:3).
Israel not only had a God who spoke the
truth, but His people are obligated to do

what He has spoken and revealed.
Christians begin by saying that the

Creator-God, the source of all truth, has
established a body of truth, truth that is
independent of us. And now that it has
been established, it is addressed to us.
Truth is not merely asserted in the
Christian world-view; it’s addressed to
God’s people.

Some say that truth is too great to be
grasped by finite and fallible people.
All we get is a very limited perspec-
tive. Are they right?

No, I don’t think they are. Perhaps
you’ve heard the story of six blind men
and the elephant. People often use it to
support this idea. The story goes that the
first blind man grabbed hold of the ele-
phant’s trunk and thought it was a big
snake. The next one found the ears and
thought they were fans. Another found a
leg and said it was a tree. Still another took
hold of the tail and thought it was a rope. 

Those who use this story believe that it
demonstrates that what you believe to be
true is limited by your perspective.
However, I’m not sure that the story
makes this point at all. What people fail to
notice is that not one of the blind men got
it right. So the illustration actually says
nothing about truth. The fact is that there
was an objective truth, namely, the exis-
tence of an elephant. But all the blind men
got it wrong. So it’s a bad illustration that
proves nothing.

I spoke to a group of Christian leaders
recently about the need for evangelical
humility. I said: “It’s high time we asked
this question, “What if we’re wrong?” If
we’re wrong we are really wrong because
we’re so wrong that we are claiming that
we know the One, true and living God.
We also claim to know what he wants. We
go to people and say, “Hey, we are going
to tell you how to organise your sex-life.”
Or we say to them: “We’re going to tell
you what is the most basic problem of
your life because we know it before you
know it. It’s the problem of sin.” And
we’re going to get right in their face and
tell them these things. Now if we are
wrong, it’s almost impossible to calculate
the harm we are doing, and the audacity
by which we are doing it. We are robbing
persons of their otherwise unfettered
freedom.

On the other hand, if we are right, then
it is an act of profound grace and love to
tell them what they otherwise would not
know unless we did the telling. So the
question is: how do we know we’re right?
This brings us right back to the doctrine
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of revelation. Our only authority is the
Word of God. If this isn’t God’s Word,
that is, if it isn’t inerrant, infallible, and the
objective written Word of God, then we
really are not only odd, we are also dan-
gerous. 

Now if you think about it in this way,
you’ll understand why the postmodern
world looks at us the way it does. They no
longer see us as quaint. That was possible
in the Victorian era when people no longer
believed in Christianity’s truth claims.
That’s no longer possible. These days the
worldview of autonomous individualism
is the standard across Western society.

Some people say that all religions are
true; they’re just different routes up a
mountain. What’s your response to
that?

There was a time when this was an
intellectually respectable hypothesis. But
there are a lot of ideas that are intellectu-
ally respectable until we realise that they
have no intellectual basis. Take this moun-
tain illustration, for instance. It assumes
that all the roads lead up and not down; it
also takes for granted that religion is
man’s search for God and not God’s
search for man. But the Bible teaches us
that Christianity is about God searching
for man. Further, the Scriptures also make
the point that we don’t construct the road
back to God; God does that too. So as a
hypothesis, it has some serious flaws.

Actually, a well-known Presbyterian
preached a notorious sermon last year in
which he advanced the view that all reli-
gions lead to God. He said: “We need to
understand religion like a stained-glass
window. There’s one light that shines
through the kaleidoscope of coloured
glass and it comes through yellow in this
light and blue through that, but they’re all
basically the same light leading to the
same source.” Now why is that no longer
a defensible position? It’s no longer
defensible for the simple reason that the
closer you look at the various religions of
the world, the more you realise their sharp
differences as opposed to their similari-
ties. And Christianity stands out as inher-
ently distinct from everything else. 

So it’s hard now to dignify the idea that
all religions lead to God. It might be pop-
ular at the moment, but that’s only
because it gives immediate and superficial
intellectual satisfaction to persons whose
hearts are already predisposed to forfeit
the exclusive claims of Christianity.  

Some people say that for something
to be absolutely true they must have

scientific proof.
Well, here it depends on what we’re

talking about. There are certain areas in
life, what we call the hard sciences, in
which we think that scientific methods are
totally appropriate. Take gravity, for
instance. None of  us would doubt that
gravity is a scientific reality or that it has a
scientific explanation. Its force-effects can
be discovered in repeatable experiments in
a variety of different conditions.

But there are
other realities
which can’t be
measured in the
same way. There
are many situa-
tions where the
honest scientist
has to admit limi-
tations to the sci-
entific method.
There are some
things it can’t
measure. For
instance, it can explain what is happening
in the laboratory, but it can’t explain in
any comprehensive way how the human
beings in the laboratory have the cognitive
ability to even think about such things.
There are always prior questions. 

It’s when you get to the biggest ques-
tions of life that the scientific method
starts to lose any kind of applicability.
This is where Alvin Plantinga, the
Christian philosopher, has some helpful
things to say to us about what are prop-
erly basic beliefs. By this I mean that there
are beliefs that are properly basic to think-
ing in any form. For instance, you can’t
scientifically prove the existence of other
minds. And yet it is impossible to live, in
any respectable or meaningful way, with-
out assuming the existence of other
minds. And so realism, at some point,
becomes a functional necessity that has to
be taken on the basis of some kind of non-
scientific assumptions. 

What happens to the Christian moral
category of lying if we adopt a post-
modern understanding of truth?

Richard Rorty, one of the leading post-
modern thinkers, is also one of the most
honest. He’s at Stanford University. In
his most notorious statement about the
status of knowledge he said that truth is
made, not found. 

You see, most people assume that truth
is something we discover by investigation
or deductive logic, or even by revelation.
He said that’s wrong, truth is made. He’s
the ultimate pragmatist. Truth is what we

are making in the actual living of our lives
when we find out what works and what
doesn’t work; what’s meaningful and
what’s not meaningful. 

But if truth is made and not found,
then all truth is to some extent a lie in that
it’s artificial. It assumes something that
doesn’t necessarily correspond to reality.
And so if all truth is just a matter of opin-
ion and nothing more, why does it matter
whether I tell you the truth or a lie? I’m
sure the Internal Revenue Service
wouldn’t agree with this understanding of
truth. They want our tax returns to be
more than opinion: they want objective
truth. However, postmodernism makes it
impossible to tell the truth in any objec-
tive sense. 

If the post-modern understanding of
truth gains further ground in evan-
gelical circles, what is likely to hap-
pen to the cause of Christian scholar-
ship and preaching?

Well, we already see this at all three lev-
els. First of all, we see postmodernism as a
powerful attraction to Christians who
believe that the only way to be effective in
this postmodern world is to incorporate
the postmodern worldview into the
Church. It’s a very seductive proposition
because it allows Christianity to claim to
be meaningful without imperialistically
claiming to be true. It enables us to say to
the world, “This works for us. Something
else may work for you.” It transforms
evangelism to saying at best, “We believe
this will be better for you than what you
have now, because we believe it works bet-
ter for us. We think it can work better for
you as well.”  

Some evangelicals find it less con-
frontational when challenging difficult
moral issues such as homosexuality. It
enables them to say, “Listen, homosexual-
ity/adultery doesn’t work for us in our
cultural, linguistic system. It doesn’t work
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for us in the grammar of our faith and
morals.” This approach frees them from
appearing to stand in judgment of certain
sorts of behaviours. So I understand why
it’s attractive, but it’s only attractive if you
think accommodation to the spirit of the
age is the way to be effective.

However, if you do that then you have
to treat the Bible as something very dif-
ferent from what the Church has tradi-
tionally understood it to be. The Bible is
no longer the authoritative Word of God.
It becomes instead a human witness to the
community’s faith: “this is what we
believe. We’ve been struggling with this
for a long time.” If the Church goes down
this route it basically throws away any
doctrine of revelation, any authority
whereby it can speak, and the Bible
becomes a very interesting text-book.

Once you decide to adopt a postmod-
ern stance, it flows over into the preach-
ing. What do postmodern preachers like
to preach? They love to preach narratives
in which they tell you to find yourself in
the story. “Here’s the story of Joseph…
here’s the story of Jacob… here’s the
story of Hagar… here’s the story of
Tamar. Here’s the story, you can find
yourself in it.” That’s why lots of modern
preachers move away from the declarative
statements and find refuge in inductive
preaching whereby they say, “Hey, you
can find truth in this.” 

Some scholars such as Alister
McGrath say that to limit truth to a
proposition is misguided. Ultimate
truth, he says, lies in a person: Jesus
Christ. Does he have a point? 

He may have a point we have to con-
cede. Truth is not limited to propositions,
and it’s not ultimately impersonal. I don’t
know any Christian theologian in history
who would disagree with that statement.
It’s where you go from there. Personal
truth may not be limited to propositions.
But the question is: can it be less than
propositional? I don’t think it can. 

Let me give an example. I talk on col-
lege campuses about this. If a man says to
a woman: “I love you”, does that state-
ment cover the entire relationship? Is it
co-extensive with all the emotions, all the
affections and all the rest? Of course not.
But for it to be true, what must be pre-
sent? There must really be a love of that
man for the woman. In other words, if the
proposition is false, there’s nothing there.
On the other hand, if the proposition is
true, the proposition itself is indispens-
able, but it doesn’t include everything; it
doesn’t claim to. 

Take the statement: “God was in

Christ, reconciling the world.” Is that
propositionally true or false? It’s a propo-
sition. So it must be either true or false. If
it’s false there is no Christianity; if it’s
true, what a marvellous truth it is! But the
statement doesn’t encapsulate everything
that can be known about Christ and is
true of him.

There are people who act as if
Christianity is nothing more than a set of
propositions. They say all of it can be put
into a box called “doctrine”. I don’t
believe that, Calvin didn’t, nor did Luther
and neither did the Apostles. We are not
saved by doctrine; but without doctrine,
there is no understanding of how we
would be saved. 

To what extent
is TV responsi-
ble for devalu-
ing the truth? 

In multiple
ways. Television
is more accessi-
ble, and people
spend more time
watching it than
anything else.

The medium of television has completely
altered the way we convey information.
Prior to TV, it was primarily verbal, but
now it’s mainly image.

What did it do? Well, the first thing it
did was that it blurred the lines between
real and unreal. And so Americans begin
to accept the authority of the unreal. The
distinction between fact and fiction
became blurred. In the United States we
had a famous case in which Dan Quayle,
who was then Vice President of the
United States, criticised Murphy Brown,
who was a TV character. He was trying to
make a serious moral point about how the
media glorifies extra-marital sex. But he
undercut it by using a fictional TV charac-
ter. The resultant debate got completely
lost in the question whether Murphy
Brown would or wouldn’t have done it.
But she was a fictional character! This
showed, I think, how the difference
between real and unreal has been blurred
through TV.

Neil Postman was exactly right when
he said we are amusing ourselves to death.
Television is also an amusement culture in
which we expect anything important to be
packaged in a way that is humorous and
light-hearted. We have come to expect the
truth to be reduced down to something
that has a punch-line. It has also changed
the basic way human beings think, at least
at this point, because our attention span
seems to get shorter and shorter. And so

it is possible to use objective means to
look at the attention span of the modern
American and say that probably after 7 to
10 minutes there is some kind of cognitive
loss, some sort of mental checking out. 

Postman also points to the fact that
there is a formula in television by which
the producer moves quickly from issue to
issue. One minute we have regime change
in Iraq, rebellion in Chechnya, then
bombs in Bali. We have the development
of a whole new understanding of physics,
we have this and we have that. We have
famine in Ethiopia and now this: the
development of a new laxative: “Buy
this!” Where is the meaning in any of this?
How do people know what’s important
and what’s trivial? TV is a great leveller of
all issues to a point where people no
longer care about them in any appropriate
hierarchy of concern. 

The key question is: is it possible to
faithfully transmit Christian truth in this
medium?

Do you think it can be done?
I think it can if you think of television

as sort of a “Mars-Hill-environment”. It is
important for Christians to be there, but
what we do with that opportunity is very
important. In other words, what we are
not there to do is to entertain.

I think Paul’s Mars Hill speech gives us
the paradigm of how to confront post-
modernism. Paul begins by conceding the
reality: “I perceive you are very religious
people. You are so religious you have an
altar to ‘An Unknown God’.” And then
he goes on to say, “You know, I under-
stand that.” Postmodernism would say,
“That’s pretty cool, he’s identifying with
his audience by showing a basic under-
standing of their position. He’s dignifying
their search.” But that’s where they would
leave it. 

But Paul didn’t leave it there. Paul said,
“You know, we ought not to think this
way about God.” He says, “ought not to
think” and it’s very clear in the Greek. He
rebukes them, saying, “You ought not to
think that God desires to live in a temple
made with human hands, or desire to
serve Him with hands. No, He’s the
Creator God of the universe. It’s He who
made you; you did not make Him.” 

And then he begins to declare the sav-
ing purpose of God. Postmodernism will
only go halfway with its audience, but
Christians have to go the full distance like
the apostle Paul.

Peter Hastie is minister of Ashfield
Presbyterian Church, Sydney, AP’s Issues
Editor. ap
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What is the church’s role in a rel-
ativistic age? Paul tells us in 1
Timothy 3:15,16. It is to pro-
claim and defend the truth.

He likens the church to a temple in the
ancient world, situated beside the market
place, with pillars that upheld a great edi-
fice.   

In the same way he says the Christian
churches are the public face of God’s
truth.  They exist to propagate, lift up and
hold out the truth.  There are other func-
tions such as educational work or social
service that the churches engage in.  But
their primary task is to make sure that the
surrounding world in each generation
contacts God’s truth.  The churches are
trustees or stewards of the truth, held
accountable for their discharge of this
responsible task.

So what is truth?  Truth is what corre-
sponds to reality.  When people tell the
truth the expectation is that they will give
the facts of the case.  Then those of us
who were not there will have a fair idea of
what took place.

The sciences are programmed to tell
the truth in the various fields of human
investigation and knowledge.  Of course,
even then the truth can be, and sometimes
is, skewed by personal prejudice, ideolog-
ical commitments, insufficient or inaccu-
rate information.  But the intentional goal
of the sciences is to find out the truth
within a subject area.   

As a result there are different kinds of
truth.  For example, mathematical truth is
not the same as the truths of sociology,
some truths about humans are not rele-
vant to animals, and so on.   

Actually, the truths that the sciences
deal with are limited in two important
ways.  First, they are limited to the data
coming out of their defined field of
enquiry.  Second, they are restricted to the
space-time world and so are relative to it.   

Christian truth is different because it
deals with ultimate reality and so is

absolute and unchanging.  It tells us about
God – who He is, what He is like, His
purposes for the world and interaction
with the world.  With Christian truth we
are able to transcend mentally and spiritu-
ally the limits of space and time, so as to

engage with truth that is infinite and eter-
nal.  Christian truth provides us with an
archemedian point for judging all other
truths.   

This is why Paul describes this truth (1
Tim. 3:15,16) in two ways (great is the
mystery of our religion).

First, Christian truth is great.  This is
because it centres and sources in God who
is Truth itself (Westminster Confession of
Faith 1:4).  The wonders of the universe
and the natural world hardly compare
with the profound and astonishing truths
of God’s Self-revelation. One thinks here,
for example, of the wonders of the Triune
God, the Person of Christ, the transaction
of Calvary, Christ’s resurrection, the sec-
ond advent and the new creation.  More
than philosophy, theology begins and is
carried on in wonder.

Second, Christian truth is mysterious.
This is because it is a matter not of human
discovery or invention but of divine dis-
closure and giving.   

An offshoot of this nature of truth is
that it is also intensely personal. God is
himself the Truth that addresses us and
claims us. As Augustine found so long
ago, “You have made us for Yourself, and
our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in You.” Ultimately truth is know-
ledge of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit –
the three-Personned God.

The poem of Francis Thompson
(1859-1907) The Hound of Heaven is the
timeless statement of this quest of the
divine Lover and the final surrender of the
human individual to that absolute Love
that “follows, follows after”.       

So what is Christian truth?  Paul sums
this up in verse 16 in the words of an early
hymn or confession of faith.  Each of its
lines tells us something precious about the
nature or content of Christian truth.

First, the truth about Jesus Christ is
the truth about God (he was manifested
in flesh). God was manifested in flesh.
(The variant readings here say “who” or
“God”. In the transcription process of

Greek MSS the two words could have
been easily confused.)  God is implied as
the subject of the sentence if not actually
stated. Christian truth is about the
entrance of God in Person into the con-
tingencies and relativities of this world.   

Paul’s words recall those of his fellow-
apostle John: “In the beginning was the
Word and the Word was with God and the
Word was God ... the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us and we beheld his
glory, glory as of the only-begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth ... the law
was given through Moses but grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ” (John
1:1, 14, 17).   

Jesus is the truth because Jesus repli-
cates for us in human form who God is

and what He is like.  To see Jesus is to see
God, to know Jesus is to know God, to
listen to Jesus is to listen to God, to hon-
our Jesus is to honour God.  Outside of
Jesus there is no god or saviour.

Second, the truth about Jesus includes
the once-for-all event of His resurrection
(He was vindicated by the Spirit).  Christ
was vindicated by the Spirit when He was
empowered to live again from the grave in
which He lay.  In a relativistic age the res-
urrection of Jesus carries special relevance.

Rolfe Hille writes in the European
Journal of Theology (11:2, 2002): “In view
of the fact that hedonism has become the
most influential postmodern worldview,
we should confront modern man anew
with the historical reality of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.  In our world of facts,
no one may expect that people believe on
the basis of myths or just symbols to deal
with the difficult experience of death.  In
view of the problems of human misery,
sickness, and death you cannot preach sal-
vation and man’s ultimate completion
simply in a metaphorical fashion.   
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“If you wish to do something about
reality, you can only do it by confronting
the fact of this world with other facts.
Therefore, Paul’s method of argument in
First Corinthians 15:1-8 is also still very
important.  Only the historical facticity of
the resurrection has the power to move
people to seek the risen Christ who is still
alive today.”  

Third, the truth about Jesus Christ
reaches beyond the human world (he was
seen by angels). It impacts on angels.
God’s creation is more than the empiri-
cal world of the physical universe.  Jesus
is king of angels.  They exist as actors and
witnesses in the carrying out of God’s
purposes in history and the natural
world.   

When Jesus came, lived, died and rose
again the angels were active participants in
his earthly struggle and victory. They
announced his birth, resurrection and
return; they assisted him in the desert
temptations and the conflict of
Gethsemane. They are intensely inter-
ested in the drama of redemption.

Fourth, the truth about God in Christ
“has been proclaimed among the nations”.
This follows from Paul’s description of
the church as an agent and institution of
light in a dark, ignorant, wilful and wicked
world (1 Tim. 3:15).   

In his letters to the churches in
Revelation Jesus represents them as lamp-

stands to illumine their local communi-
ties.  When churches lose or compromise
the light of truth they lose their light (and
salt), and become worse than useless.  So
says Jesus (Mt 5:13-16).

The task of proclamation rests ulti-
mately with pastors and teachers,
ordained by the church for this purpose.
This primary responsibility must be dis-
charged globally and cross-culturally to
all people groups, sectors of Australian
society, those of other religions and
belief-systems or none.  This is the Lord’s
personal commissioning (Mt 28:18-21),
but we are not left to our own resources.
We have the objective promise of Christ’s
ultimate and universal authority to do the
work; we have the subjective promise of
His Presence through His Spirit poured
out at Pentecost and still today.   

Fifth, God’s truth in Christ demands a
response of faith (He was believed on

in the world).  What is faith?  Faith is self-
commitment to Jesus Christ as Liberator
from sin and Lord of the future, according
to the Scriptures.  Faith means giving up
the right to run our own lives in our own
interests, instead handing them over to
the right of Jesus to run them for his and
others’ interests.   

Abraham Kuyper expressed this
famously – “no single piece of our mental
world is to be hermetically sealed off from

the rest, and there is no square inch in the
whole domain of our human experience
over which Christ, who is Sovereign over
all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’.”   

Man is a traveller through this physical
cosmos to an eternal home with or out-
side of God.  The journey home to God
begins with the radical transaction of per-
sonal faith in Jesus Christ.  He is the Way,
the Truth and the Life (John 14:6).   

Sixth, Christian truth encompasses the
whole story of Jesus (He was received up
in glory). This includes His ascension
when He was received up in heavenly
splendour.  There is a meta-narrative that
matters because it transforms our own
short stories. It is the truth about Jesus
Christ from the cradle through the cross
to the crown, according to the four
Gospels.   

It is a single and singular story.  By faith
we make it our own, or share it as our
own, or join it with our own.  The result
is a transforming friendship that goes with
us through life and transfigures death
(read Luke 24:13-35 imaginatively).
Having suffered with Him here, we will
be glorified together with Him when He
comes in his kingdom.   

Professor Douglas Milne is principal of 
the Presbyterian Theological College,
Melbourne, and author of a commentary on
the pastoral epistles. ap
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One of the much-used illustrations
of postmodernism comes from
Stanley Fish who tells of two
classes who read different things

out of the one set of data.  Fish was teach-
ing a linguistics class and wrote on the
blackboard a number of names of
authors:

Jacobs-Rosenbaum
Levin

Thorne
Hayes

Ohman (?)
The question mark was put beside the

last name because Fish could not remem-
ber whether the name was spelled with
one n or two.  As it happened, the next
class was studying seventeenth-century
religious poetry.  Fish told this class that it
was a poem, so they took Jacobs as a ref-
erence to Jacob’s ladder; Rosenbaum
(German for ‘rose tree’) as a reference to
the Virgin Mary, a rose without thorns;
Thorne as a reference to Christ’s crown of
thorns; and Ohman as meaning ‘Oh
man.’ The shape of the poem was thought
to be like a cross.

Fish’s conclusion was that “inter-
preters do not decode poems, they make
them”.  A more convincing conclusion
might be that the state of modern poetry
must be alarming indeed if it can be read-
ily mistaken for a hurriedly constructed
bibliography. Even more alarming is that
the same kind of thing could easily hap-
pen in a church. In fact, it is happening.
Truth is treated as something which is
subjective rather than objective.

According to John North and Robert
Forsyth, there are two kinds of truth –
beetroot truth and bus truth. Beetroot
truth is subjective – you like beetroot or
you loathe it. The issue of right and wrong
does not come into it; it is a matter of
taste. Many things in life can be safely
placed in this category. The other kind of
truth is bus truth – if a bus runs over you,
you will be squashed, whether you believe
it or not. This is objective; it coincides
with reality.  

In the aftermath of September 11, Bill
Clinton proclaimed: “Nobody’s got the
truth.” He blamed intolerant fundamen-
talists of all faiths for the terrors in the
world. In effect, he was saying that all

truth is beetroot truth.  
Christianity, on the other hand, claims

to be bus truth. Jesus said: “I am the truth”
(John 14:6). Later, He stated: “Your word
is truth” (John 17:17). The Christian
claims are therefore not presented as true
for one person but not for another. They
are presented in absolute terms. If we trust
Christ alone for salvation from our sins,
He is the cornerstone, chosen and pre-
cious; if we reject Him, He is a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offence (1 Pet.
2:6-8).

What has happened in recent times is
that the beetroot approach has come to
infect the evangelical church. The evangel-
ical position on the Word of God, for
example, is that Scripture is breathed out
by God (2 Tim. 3:16). Stephen Davis
wants to be an evangelical but he writes: “I
believe the Bible is or ought to be author-
itative for every Christian in all that it says
on any subject unless and until he encoun-
ters a passage which after careful study
and for good reasons he cannot accept.”
According to this gobbledegook, the
Bible is bus truth unless you think it is
beetroot truth.  

To name names might be regarded as
uncharitable and judgmental, but a

number come to mind: Fuller Theological
Seminary; the Murdoch takeover of
Zondervan Publishing Company; IVP;
Christianity Today; the Evangelical
Theological Society; G. C. Berkouwer; F.
F. Bruce; G Eldon Ladd; Clark Pinnock;
John Sanders; and Stanley Grenz. In 1987
James D. Hunter claimed that nearly 40
per cent of Evangelical theologians have
abandoned belief in biblical inerrancy.  

Let us look at just two cases of liberal
evangelicalism – or is it evangelical liberal-
ism? In his commentary on Matthew, R.
H. Gundry says that Matthew “freely and
creatively” edited his sources. So, for
example, Matthew turns the visit of local
Jewish shepherds (Luke 2:8-20) into the
adoration by Gentile magi from foreign

parts (Mt. 2:1-12). In other words,
Matthew was more of a novelist than an
historian.  

The second one to look at is Paul
Jewett. On the question of the role of
women in the Church, he says that there
are two Pauls. The great apostle is made to
argue against himself (1 Cor. 11:9 versus
Gal. 3:28). The result is that Jewett’s lop-
sided interpretation of Galatians 3:28 (“in
Christ there is neither male nor female”)
governs his rejection of passages that speak
of the subordination of women. Given
such an approach, the only conclusion is
that parts of Scripture are more inspired
than other parts.

Sometimes the truth is not so much
denied as sidestepped. In David Wells’
view: “Today, evangelicalism reverberates
with worldliness.” Wells considers that
evangelical churches have “now turned in
on themselves and substituted for the
knowledge of God a search for the know-
ledge of self”. In 1991 George Barna
found that more than 50 per cent of evan-
gelicals agreed that “the purpose of life is
enjoyment and personal fulfillment”.
Supposed evangelicals do not seem to be
aware that they are playing on the wrong
field, according to the wrong set of rules.
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What should be obvious from
Scripture is subject to a process of what
“Rabbi” Duncan back in the 19th century
called “cloudification”. For example,
Clark Pinnock sees as unsettled the ques-
tion as to whether God can be addressed
as “mother”. If Pinnock cannot decide
that from Scripture, he should be suing
his primary school teacher.  

Clark Pinnock and John Sanders have
gone on to set forth the view that general
revelation can save. The surfer on his surf-
board can appreciate the waves so much
that he thanks God. The gardener in her
garden is so overcome by the beauty of
nature that she can only acknowledge
God’s handiwork before her. All very true
and worthy, but if it goes no further the
result is not saving faith. Saving faith
occurs when the sinner turns from sin and
rests on Christ alone. Paul tells us that the
knowledge of the Creator through the
creation does not save us but only leaves
us without excuse (Rom.1:20).  

Tim Costello is another who calls him-
self an evangelical. Yet he says that he does
not believe that he has sinned enough to
warrant a man dying for him. At one time,
an evangelical who does not believe in
substitutionary atonement would have
been regarded as more odd than a human-
ist who said his prayers. Not so in the
modern evangelical scene.  

Even Robert Schuller is often accepted,

despite the fact that he refuses to call peo-
ple sinners on the grounds that this could
damage their self-esteem. It is somewhat
difficult to see how “Repent for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand” can be recon-
ciled with “Believe that you are beautiful
with great possibilities”.

When truth is devalued, evangelicals
think in terms of
synthesis (A
may be contrary
to B but shall be
incorporated
into a larger
truth, C) rather
than antithesis
(if A is contra-
dictory to B,
then A and B
cannot both be

correct). Hence, in John Stott’s discus-
sion with the liberal David Edwards –
entitled Essentials – Stott treated Edwards
as a Christian even though he denied the
physical resurrection of Christ. A decade
before this, D. M. Beegle said the same
thing about Willi Marxsen. David
Wenham summarised this whole approach
by condemning any thought that liberal
Christians were non-Christians. The key
word has become interpretation. With an
interpretation, one can explain nothing
and explain away anything.

How should we respond to this? We

could keep on giving examples, but it
might be more helpful to look to what
Scripture tells us. First, we must maintain
a right balance. We are to “quench not the
Spirit”, “not despise prophecies”, but “test
all things” (1 Thess. 5:19-21). Some sim-
ply react, but Paul expects his readers to
sift. Richard Baxter said: “Many an error is
taken up by going too far from other
men’s faults.” To attack tastes in music in
the same way as one attacks a denial of the
resurrection betrays a lack of balance.  

Second, we should seek that our love
and knowledge grow in discernment
(Phil. 1:9-11). We need to be able to tell
the difference between true belief and
false belief (e.g. 1 John 4:1-3) and strong
faith and weak faith (Rom. 14). A person
may build badly but still be building on
the foundation of Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15)
i.e. some of what he does will come under
judgment but he himself will be saved.

Third, we must never cooperate with
obvious unbelief or immorality. One

of the godly kings of Judah, Jehoshaphat
(872-848 BC), erred greatly in aligning
himself by marriage to Ahab, the Baal-
worshipping king of Israel (2 Chron.
18:1). Jehoshaphat’s son, Jehoram, mar-
ried Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter, and she
led him astray (2 Chron. 21:5-6).  

Jehoshaphat himself went to war on
Israel’s side against the Syrians. This was
to earn him a mixed rebuke from Jehu:
“Should you help the wicked and love
those who hate the Lord? Therefore the
wrath of the Lord is upon you.
Nevertheless, good things are found in
you, in that you have removed the
wooden images from the land, and have
prepared your heart to seek God” (2
Chron. 19:2b-3). Richard Baxter once
commented that he would rather have the
discord of the saints than the concord of
the wicked.

Last, Scripture tells us to remain faith-
ful to God’s Word. This is Paul’s repeated
message to Timothy (1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim.
2:15; 3:16-17; 4:1-5). The gospel is still the
power of God unto salvation (Rom.1:16-
17). We ought not to panic at the sight of
the latest fad or even the trends of the
times. As W. Robert Godfrey put it: “We
keep reinventing the wheel in this century,
and it’s never round.” In the end, the lin-
guistics bibliography ought not to be mis-
taken for religious poetry. Bus truth will
prevail.    

Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
Presbyterian Church, Sydney, and lecturer
in Church History at the Presbyterian
Theological Centre, Burwood. ap
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B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE JOHN 14:1-6

THE POINT As Jesus prepared to face his trial and crucifixion he

knew that his disciples would be confused and devastated by these

events.  It was important that they be thoroughly convinced they

could trust him completely about the ultimate purpose of it all, and

about their part in it: he was going back to heaven; he was doing

this to make a place ready for them; the only way to come to this

place is through him; he is the basis of life and everything.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus spoke confidently about heaven and how to get there, and

he wanted all his disciples to be fully convinced of this reality.

• Heaven is being in the Father’s presence, in his house.  Jesus has

gone to prepare a place there for all who trust and follow him.

• Jesus can be trusted always to guide us in the way of truth.

• Ultimately, there is no truth, no life, no heaven apart from Jesus.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Jesus didn’t say ‘I know the truth’ or ‘I teach the truth’; he said ‘I

AM the truth’.  How does ignoring Jesus affect our thinking?

• If Jesus is right about being the only way to God, what does this

say about every other religion?  Why can we trust Jesus fully?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 14:7-11

THE POINT Jesus claimed to have represented God the Father

perfectly to the disciples – seeing Jesus was exactly the same as see-

ing God.  Jesus and the Father are one and the same being; what the

Father says, Jesus says; what the Father does, Jesus does; knowing

Jesus is the same as knowing the Father.  The miracles Jesus did are

convincing proof of this truth for all who care to look.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus’ earthly life was such a clear and authentic demonstration of

God the Father that seeing Jesus is exactly the same as seeing God

(compare Hebrews 1:1-3).

• God the Father and God the Son (Jesus) are a complete and per-

fect unity – each dwells in the other without losing their identity as

distinct and separate persons. 

• Ultimately, the truth about God’s triune nature (one God in 3

persons) must be accepted on the basis of believing Jesus’ word.

• Jesus’ miracles confirm his true identity (compare John 9:39-41).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What prevented Jesus’ closest friends from recognising him?

• What else is at stake here if we deny that Jesus is fully God?

The reality of Jesus’ death by
crucifixion is at the centre of
human history. But it is also
pivotal to the meaning of

truth. There can be no doubt that it
actually happened. There can be no
doubt that there was something terri-
bly and embarrassingly wrong about
it. And yet there is also something
powerful, majestic, transcendent – yes,
truthful – about it.

This month we look at John 14-18. We
will see Jesus preparing his disciples
for profoundly confusing experiences.
Yet they should not be troubled because
it is all God’s wonderful plan for them
and for all mankind. In the final study
Pilate is confronted with Jesus’ claim
that he is a king who has entered this
world for the cause of truth, truth that
will divide men into those who listen to
him and those who don’t. 

Truth is divisive. Jesus said, ‘I am the
way, the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through
me’. This is a very divisive statement.
But it is true. If we are going to stand
firm on the side of truth we are going
to have to own it, and its conse-
quences, in our interaction in a multi-
cultural society. Jesus says, ‘Take
heart! I have overcome the world.’ In
God’s world, only truth can make this
claim.

Bruce Christian

20 daily bible studies from John 14-18

DAY 1 One way, trust me!. DAY 2 Jesus is God.

Majestic
truth
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THE PASSAGE JOHN 14:12-21
THE POINT Jesus wanted his disciples to know that after he
went back to the Father they would not be abandoned like orphans;
the Holy Spirit would be with them always – to comfort, counsel,
guide and encourage (the Greek idea of Paraclete in v.16 covers all
this).

THE PARTICULARS
• Rather than being left helpless without Jesus’ physical presence to
reassure them, the disciples would soon be in an even better posi-
tion – God’s Holy Spirit would be in them.  With the Father and
Son in heaven directing operations, and the Third Person of the
Trinity within them, they would be a much more powerful force
than just having Jesus physically beside them.
• Two conditions apply to this new arrangement: all requests to be
made with Jesus’ authority (name) in mind (ie always allowing him
to overrule and modify the request); and living in loving obedience
to Christ’s commands. We can then ask for anything.
• This arrangement is not open to everyone, only true believers; the
Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – is a package deal.
• The Holy Spirit is the vehicle and guardian of absolute truth.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why do we have trouble with Jesus’ promises in verses 12-14?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 14:22-31
THE POINT Jesus wanted his disciples to understand the clear
and sharp distinction between those who belong to him and those
who don’t – between the Church and the world.  It is about love
and obedience to the Father’s will as his own life consistently
demonstrated.  He wanted them to see that for those who are his
there would be the ongoing comfort and peace of the Holy Spirit’s
ministry enabling them to experience his continuing presence dur-
ing his physical absence.  They must not interpret the forthcoming
events through the world’s eyes as if the ‘prince of this world’
(Satan) were in control and winning.  His crucifixion would be a
completely voluntary act of submission to the Father’s will.

THE PARTICULARS
• The disciples were still seeing the situation in the world’s way.
They needed to see that, contrary to all appearances, God was
working out his sovereign will for their ultimate benefit.
• Jesus wanted them to have the same peace and freedom from fear
in the face of danger that he had; he gave them his peace.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• How will Jesus’ words here help you to cope with the difficulties
you might face today?  Are you still looking at your circumstances
through the world’s eyes?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 15:1-8
THE POINT Jesus uses the example of the vine to teach two very
important Gospel truths:  1. I am totally ineffective without him; all
I am stems from my relationship to him;  2. The reality of my spiri-
tual life is based solely on being joined to Christ (faith); the proof
of this reality is based on the evidence of appropriate fruit in my life
(works).  Fruit does not cause a branch to be a living one, but it
does show whether it is a living branch or a dead one. 

THE PARTICULARS
• In calling himself the true vine and his Father the gardener Jesus
reasserts his claim to be the only source of spiritual life and the only
basis on which our accountability to God is determined.
• The destiny of a branch of a vine depends only on whether or not
it is connected to the vine in a life-sustaining relationship.
• Connected branches need constant pruning to make them more
fruitful; unconnected branches are cut off altogether and burned.
• God is glorified by fruitful lives; professing Christians whose lives
are inconsistent bring dishonour to God.  He is our Judge.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you think James might have been reflecting on this teaching
of Jesus (his half-brother) when he wrote James 2:14-26?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 15:9-17
THE POINT Jesus longs for his followers to have a personal rela-
tionship with him that reflects the relationship he has with the
Father.  This involves being obedient to his commands and
responding to him and to each other with the same love he has for
us – a completely self-sacrificing love.  Being in such a loving rela-
tionship with him brings great joy to him and to us.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus has done everything for us ...

... he has initiated his love in us ... (verse 9)

... he has initiated his joy in us ... (verse 10)

... he has laid down his life for us ... (verses 13-14)

... he has communicated his thoughts and plans to us ... (verse 15)

... he has chosen us to share in the work of his kingdom (vs 16)

... he has promised to grant whatever we ask in his name (vs 16)
• Faithful, obedient service as Jesus’ friend brings us great joy.
• Jesus commands us to love each other.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why did Jesus place such emphasis on the command to love each
other in this last discourse with his disciples?  Are we good at it?
What does it mean if we’re not?  How can we do better?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 15:18-25
THE POINT Having talked to the disciples about their relation-
ship to him and each other, Jesus now warns them about their rela-
tionship to the world.  The key to the one is love; the expectation
of the other is hatred.  If the world hated Jesus without reason, we
should be surprised (even worried?!) if they didn’t hate us too.

THE PARTICULARS
• The world hated Jesus because he proclaimed and exemplified
God’s absolute truth; we should expect the same treatment.
• Jesus’ life and witness have exposed man’s sinful heart (as Psalm
69:4 predicted).  Man’s response of hatred has condemned him.
• Opposition to Jesus is opposition to the one and only true God.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• The man behind the 2002 Bali bombings openly confessed his
hatred of ‘followers of the cross’.  While lacking discernment to
recognise true followers of the cross, his purpose was clear.  In
many places today Christians are facing vicious persecution and
death.  What might we expect if we stand firm for Gospel truth?
• Does the Church today try too hard to be acceptable and ‘user-
friendly’ in both its message and its practice in order to build up its
numbers?  What effect is this really having on its life?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 15:26-16:4
THE POINT In his humanity, Jesus anticipated the difficulty the
disciples would have with spiritual realities that aren’t accompanied
by physical manifestations. While he was with them they were OK
but when he went they would not readily understand the Holy
Spirit’s equivalent (but unseen) ministry to them.  He needed to
make clear that when the inevitable oppostion came they could
depend on the Spirit as much as they had depended on him.  

THE PARTICULARS
• The Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father and the Son. (26)
• The Spirit operates only in the realm of truth; he won’t deceive.
• The Spirit’s task is to focus people on Jesus and not on himself.
• The 12 disciples/apostles had a particular witnessing function
because they had been with Jesus from the start of his ministry.
• The world is not neutral, it is opposed to God who has revealed
himself in Jesus; violent persecution of the followers of Jesus, even
by ‘religious’ people (eg the Pharisee Saul/Paul), does not come as a
surprise. Jesus never tries to hide this truth from us.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do we need to be reminded about the promised Holy Spirit’s
ministry to us in times of opposition?  Are we surprised by it?

DAY 3 Spirit power.

DAY 4 Good news for troubled hearts.

DAY 5 By their fruit you will know.

DAY 6 The joy of loving each other.

DAY 7 Jesus divides the world.

DAY 8 Keep on track by the Spirit.
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CANBERRA, BELCONNEN
Cnr Gatty St. & Ross Smith Cres, Scullin.
Sunday Service 10:00 am
Elder: Mr R Howe (02) 6247 9586
CANBERRA, FORREST (St Andrew’s)
1 State Circle (opp Parliament House).
Service Times: 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Church Office: (02) 6295 3457
CANBERRA, TUGGERANONG
Isabella Plains: Isabella Plains Primary School,
Ellerstone Ave. 
Worship Service & Sunday School 10.00am.
(02) 6292 6772

ANNANDALE
Hunter Baillie, Johnston & Collins Sts.
10.00am, 6.30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
S.Clerk. Mr M. Beveridge (02) 9969 8071.
I.M. Rev. A. Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
Welsh Church: Chalmers St, Surry Hills.
3.00pm. each Sunday.
ARMIDALE
Faulkner St, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Richard O’Brien (02) 6772 3093
ASHFIELD
Liverpool Rd. & Knox St. 10.15am & 6.00pm
Rev Peter Hastie (02) 9798 6572.
BEACON HILL-NARRAWEENA
244 Warringah Rd. 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. Trevor Cheetham (02) 9521 2361.
BEECROFT
Mary St., 8.45am. 10.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Martin Levine (02) 9876 2478.
BEGA — EDEN
Bega -Upper St; Eden — CWA Rooms,
Imlay St. Clerk: Mrs J Gill (02) 6495 6062
BLACKTOWN (EAST)
Gallop Grv. & Heffron Rd. Lalor Park,
Service Times: 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
S.Clerk: Mr B. Clark (02) 9624 5027.
BONDI
Cnr. Castlefield & Miller Sts. 
10.00am & 7.00pm.  
Rev John Graham: (02) 9597 5214
BONNYRIGG
Western Regions Chinese Church
14-16 Bibbys Place. 9.30 am. (English) &
11.00 am. (Mandarin)
S.Clerk: Stanley Chen (02) 9753 2073

BOWRAL — MITTAGONG
Bowral: 20 Bendooley St. 10.30am.
Kid’s Church: 9.30 am. 1st & 3rd Sunday
Mittagong: Cr Alice & Edwards Sts. 9.00am.  
Rev. Doug McPherson: (02) 4872 4052.
BURWOOD
46-48 Belmore St. 9.15am (English)
Session Clerk (02) 9745 3935
Burwood: 11.00 am (Cantonese) 
Rev. Dennis Law (02) 9715 3889
5.00 pm (English). 
Rev Eugene Hor (02) 9715 3889.
CAMPBELLTOWN
34 Lithgow St. 8.30 am. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm.
CARINGBAH
393 Port Hacking Rd.
Rev Graham Flick  (02) 9524 6406 (O).
CASTLE HILL
247 Old Northern Rd. 9.30am. & 6.00pm.
(02) 9634 2911.
CHATSWOOD
St Andrew’s, Anderson St. 
9.00am.& 7.00 pm.
Lane Cove, St James, Farran St. 11.00am.
Rev. Jeff Read (02) 9419 5932 (W) 2077 (H)
CHERRYBROOK
John Purchase Public School Hall, Purchase
Road, Cherrybrook 9.30 am 
Rev John Irvin (Minister) (02) 9875 4894
CHINESE CHURCH
Cnr Crown & Albion Sts. Surry Hills.  
English/Cantonese/Mandarin/Bilingual
Services.  Office (02) 9331 4459. 
Rev Joe Mock (02) 9642 8861(H). 
Rev Daniel Ng (02) 9797 2342(H). 
Rev Ezra Tseng (02) 9500 1259(H).
COFFS HARBOUR (St Andrew’s)
187 High St. 8.00am. 9.45am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Peter Moore (02) 6652 3183(O).
CONCORD
Cornerstone Community Presbyterian Church
Meets Concord Public School 9.30 am.
Cnr Burwood Rd. & Stanley St. Concord
Rev. C S Tang (02) 9688 7880 (H)
COOTAMUNDRA (Scots)
Cnr Parker & Francis Sts 11.00 am.
I.M. Rev F. Monckton (02) 6977 1642
COWRA
46 Macquarie St. Also Gooloogong,
Morongla. Ph (02) 6342 1467.
CRONULLA
13 Croydon St. 9.30am.
Rev. Russell  Stark (02) 9523 5875.
EAST MAITLAND
George St. Beresfield: Beresford Ave.
Raymond Terrace: Irrawang  St.
I.M. Rev. David J Campbell (02) 4943 0284.
EPPING

Bridge & Rawson Sts.

Rev David Tsai (02) 9876 1188.

FORSTER/TUNCURRY
Bruce St. Forster, 9.30am. 
Rev. John Thompson (02) 6552 1082
GILGANDRA (St Stephens)

14 Myrtle St. 11.00am. & 9.00am. (4th Sun).

Rev. Tony Adams (02) 6847 2036

GOSFORD

14-16 Young St. West Gosford.  8.00am.

9.45am. 6.30 pm. Office: Ph (02) 4323 2490.

GRIFFITH

Opp. Collina Oval, Blumer Ave. 9.30 am.

Rev. Peter Gobbo (02) 6962 4827.

Dr L. Thorpe (02) 6962 1934

GUNNEDAH

Marquis & Barber Sts. Boggabri: Court

House  (02) 6742 0551

HURSTVILLE

Cnr. Park Rd. & McMahon St. English:

9.30am. & 6.30pm. Indonesian: 4.00pm.

Rev Kevin Murray (02) 9153 8176.

KIAMA 

Terralong St. 9.00am & 5.30pm. 

Pastor: Noel Creighton (02) 4233 1554

KOGARAH

Cnr Kensingrton & Derby Sts.

9.30am. & 7.00pm. (02) 9587 5577.

KOREAN, SYDNEY (Young Nak)

7-9 Manson St, Telopea. 9.30am. 11.00am.

3.00pm. S.Clerk (02) 9816 3807

LEETON

Cnr. Sycamore & Cypress Sts. 10.00 am.

Rev. Richard Keith (02) 4272 9407

LISMORE (St Paul’s)

188 Keen St. 9.00 am. & 7.00 pm.

Rev Peter Playsted (02) 6624 7050

MACQUARIE

Herring &Abuklea Rds, Marsfield

Rev. Rex Swavley (02) 9878 4202

MANLY (St Andrew’s)

Raglan St. & Augusta Lane. 9.45am. 

Quarterly (Communion) 5.30pm. 

Rev. Derek Bullen (02) 9976 2801

MAROUBRA, Kingsford

8 Robey St, Maroubra. 9.30 am. 7.15 pm.

94 Houston Rd, Kingsford 11.15am

Chinese Service, Maroubra 4 pm.

Rev Johnnie Li (02) 9349 1312

MOREE (St Andrew’s)

Cnr Albert & Auburn Sts, 10.00am.

Rev. L. Fowler (02) 6752 1083

MOSMAN (Scots Kirk)

Belmont Rd. (nr Military Rd), 9.00am.

Rev R J McCracken (02) 9969 6101.

MOSS VALE (St Andrew’s)
Browley St., 10.30am. Kids Club: 5pm, 
1st & 3rd Sunday (School Term Only). 
S.Clerk: Mrs Flora Walker (02) 4883 6557.

Come worship with us!
If you are passing through or moving nearby, feel free to ring the Minister, Clerk or Elder.

C H U R C H D I R E C T O R Y

new south wales

australian 
capital territory
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MURWILLUMBAH (St Andrew’s)
Wollumbin St. 9.00am. & 7.00pm. 
Tyalgum: 11.00am. (3rd Sun).
Rev. Philip Strong (02) 6672 1088
NEWCASTLE (St Andrews)
Cnr. Laman & Auckland Sts 9.15am & 7.00pm.
Office: (02) 4929 2857
NORTH SYDNEY-GREENWICH
(St Peter’s) 234 Blues Point Rd. 10.00am.
&  6.45pm.   Wednesday 1.15pm.
Greenwich: (Taylor’s Memorial)
86A Greenwich Rd. 10.00am.
Rev Dr Paul Logan (02) 9955 1662.
ORANGE (St James)
Cnr Anson St. & Matthews Ave. 10.00am.
Rev. William Stewart (02) 6362 6304
PARRAMATTA CITY
Cumberland High School, Dunmore Ave.
Carlingford. Rev. Luke Tattersall.
S. Clerk: Mike Whiteman (02) 9484 1240.
PENRITH (St Andrew’s)
Doonmore St. near High St, 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Rev William Morrow (02) 4721 2440.
PORT MACQUARIE (St Andrew’s)
Cnr William/Munster Sts, 9.00am., 10.30am
Rev S Donnellan (02) 6582 2505
RANDWICK
Alison Rd. & Cook St. 10.00am. & 5.00pm.
Rev. Grant Thorpe (02) 9399 3183.
ROSE BAY (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Dover Rd.&Carlisle St. 
10.00am& 6.00pm.
Rev Bruce  Christian  (02) 9388 1206(O).
RYDE
Bowden & Squire Sts.  Putney: Douglas St. 
Rev Andrew Unwin (02) 9809 3197.
SOUTHERN CROSS
Park Ave. East Lismore
Rev. Stephen Cree (02) 6621 3655
SPRlNGWOOD 
160 Macquarie Rd. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Winmalee : 481 Hawkesbury Rd. 9.00am.      
(02) 4751 1188(O).
Rev. Robert Benn (02)4751 9968
STRATHFIELD (St David’s)
Barker Rd. & Marion St. 10.00am. & 6.30pm.
Rev Robert McKean (02) 9746 8123.
SUTHERLAND 
Cnr Flora & Glencoe Sts. 9.30am & 5.30pm 
Rev Andrew Clausen (02) 9521 2361
SYDNEY (Scots Church)
St Patrick’s Hall, 20 Grosvenor St. (tempo-
rary). Service Time: 10.30 am. 
Rev. Adrian Van Ash (02) 9817 0587.
TAMWORTH (St Stephen’s)
23 Matthews St, also at Moonbi.
9.00am. & 6.30pm
Rev Stuart Andrews (02) 6765 8754.
Tamworth Community Presb Church,
Oxley High School Piper St  Nth T’worth
10 am. Rev Keith Walker (02) 6762 5759
Manilla: Court St. 
Rev. Vic Johnson (02) 6785 1627.
TAREE
Albert St. 9.00am.
Rev John Thompson (02) 6552 1082(O).
TENTERFIELD
117 Logan St. (07) 6977 1642
TERRIGAL (Scots Kirk)
2 Willoughby Rd.
Rev Phillip Paul (02) 4385 2240.

WAHROONGA
Wahroonga Presbyterian Church,
Cnr. Illoura Ave. & Stuart St. 9.30am.
Rev. Murray Fraser (02) 9489 3690
WAGGA WAGGA SOUTH
60-62 Coleman St. Turvey Park 
9.00am & 10.30am. 
Rev. Sandy McMillan (02) 6925 1228.
WEE WAA
Mitchell St. Rev. Mark Powell (02) 6795 4259
WENTWORTH FALLS (St Andrew’s)
Falls Rd. 9.00 am.  Session Clerk: Mr Bernie
Tucker (02) 4757 3518
WENTWORTHVILLE
7 McKem St.  9.45am & 6.00pm. 
Girraween: 15 Tungarra Rd. 8.15am.
Ghana Congregation (Girraween) 10.30am.
Rev. David Griffin Phone: (02) 9896 3297.
WESTLAKES
Warnervale Community Hall, Warnervale Rd
S.School 8.30 am. Service 9.30 am.
Rev. Esa Hukkinen (02) 4393 5530
WEST WYALONG
Pioneer Memorial,  Court St. 9.00am. &
11.00am. Also at Barmedman, Mahda,
Talimba & Weethalle.
Mr. Lance Jackson (02) 6972 2143.
WOLLONGONG (St Andrew’s)
Cnr Kembla & Burelli Sts. 9.45am. &
6.00pm. Rev Bruce Hammonds 
(02) 4271 1545(H)    (02) 4226 1725(O).
WOOLGOOLGA
Cnr Scarborough St. & Landrigan Cl.
9.00am. Rev. Peter Moore (02) 6651 2301.
WOONONA
7 Gray St. Rev Peter Currie (02) 4284 4057.
WOY WOY
120 Blackwall Rd. 9.00 & 10.30 am.
Rev. Jamie Newans (02) 4342 2856

ACACIA RIDGE
Cnr. Mortimer & Beaudesert Rds.
8.45am. & 6.00pm. Pastor Stephen Teale,
(07) 3277 0010, (07) 3344 5022 (H).
ASCOT
68 Charlton St. (Near Airport).
Nundah: 14 Rode Rd 
Rev Guido Kettniss (07) 3216 4151.
Rev Les Hall (07) 3267 0558
ATHERTON
Cnr. Alice & Jack Sts. 10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev. John Trappett (07) 4091 1375.
BALD HILLS
58 Strathpine Rd. 8.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Peter Bloomfield (07) 3261 4305.
BRISBANE KOREAN
145 Ann St. 8.00am. 12.00 noon, 7.30pm.
Rev Dr M. M. Y. Kim (07) 3300 3132
BRISBANE (St Paul’s) 
53 St Pauls Tce. Spring Hill. 
Rev A. Gardiner (07) 3831 7458(O).
BUNDABERG (Scots’)
Cnr. Water & Alice Sts. 9.00am & 7.00pm.
Rev David Newman (07) 4153 2954
CABOOLTURE
24 Cottrill Road. 9.00am & 6.00pm. 

Rev. G. Watt (07) 5494 1181
CAIRNS
85 Sheridan St. 9.15 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev Donald Broadwater, (07) 4036 0421(H).
Rev Russell van Delden, (07) 4054 3241 (H).
CALLIDE VALLEY
Biloela: Cnr. Kariboe & Melton Sts.
10.00am. & 6.00pm.
Jambin: Three Ways 8.30am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4992 1441
CALOUNDRA
Cnr Kalinga & Ormutz Sts. 9.30am. &
7.00pm.  Rev N. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
CAPALABA
74 Lyndon Rd. 8.30am 
Rev B Enchelmaier (07) 3824 0958
CHARLEVILLE/BLACKALL
78 Galatea St. 9.00am. 
Pastor Alan Grant (07) 4654 3100.
CHARTERSTOWERS
Blackthorn Hall, Thornburgh College,
King St.    Mr. S. Mcdonald (07)4787 3395
CLAYFIELD (Scots Memorial)
29 Bellevue Terrace, 9.30am.
I.M. Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158
CLEVELAND
Cnr Bloomfield & Ocean Sts. 
10.15am & 6.30pm. 
Rev Brian Enchelmaier (07) 3824 0958
COORPAROO 
Emlyn St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm.
I.M. Rev D. Mihailovic (07)3800 3799
CREEK ROAD
Presbyterian Ministry Centre, Cnr. Creek &
Fursden Rds. Carina 9.00 am & 5.30 pm.
Phone Centre: (07) 3398 4333.
Rev Peter Barson (07) 3398 3607.
DALBY
Condamine St. (cnr. Patrick St).
Rev Roland Lowther (07) 4669 7074
EUMUNDI
Memorial Drive, 10.45am. (weekly) &
6.30pm. (2nd & 4th Sunday).
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GAYNDAH
Warton St. 10.00am.
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594
GLADSTONE (St Andrew’s)
Goondoon & Bramston Sts. 10.00am. &
7.00pm. Benaraby: O’Connor Rd. 8.00am.
Also Calliope.
Rev. David Secomb (07)4972 1058
GOLD COAST (I)
Arundel: 132 Allied Drive  9.15am.
I.M. Rev. John Morrow (07) 5571 5676
Robina: Cnr University & Cottesloe Drives
10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Kevin Ridley (07) 5571 1416
GOLD COAST   (II)
Mudgeeraba: Cnr Mudgeeraba Rd &
Regency Pde. 9.00am. & 6.30 pm.
Rev. Glenn Samuel (07) 5530 7003
Mudgeeraba Korean Congregation: 
11.30 am. Rev. Jo Kim (07) 5574 4001
Palm Beach:/Elanora: ‘The Meeting Place’
Cnr. Coolgardie & Guineas Creek Rds. 
(cnr. Pines Shopping Ctre) 9.00 am. 
Rev. Glenn Samuel (07) 5530 7003
GYMPIE
11 Crown St. 9.30am. Woolooga 11.00am.
Rev. D Cranney (07) 5482 7629(O).
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HERVEY BAY (St David’s)
Denmans Rd, Scarness, 9.30am. & 7.00pm.
Rev. John T Roth (07) 4124 7018.
IPSWICH
Cnr Limestone & Gordon Sts. 8.20am.
10.00am. 6.30pm. 
Coominya: 8.00am.
Forest Hill: Church St, 9.00am.
Rev John Langbridge (07) 3294 7999.
Rev  Wesley Redgen (07) 3282 9829.
ITHACA
100 Enogerra Tce, Paddington.
Service: 9.30 am. 6.30pm.
Rev. Robert Herrgott (07) 3300 6158
MACGREGOR
268 Padstow Rd. Eight Mile Plains 8.30am.
I.M. Rev. Dan Mihailovic (07) 3800 3799
MACKAY
Cnr Harvey St. & Evans Ave. Nth Mackay.
7.30am; 9.30am & 7pm.
Sarina: Sarina Beach Rd. 9.00am.
Gargett: Anglican Church, 4.00pm (1st &
3rd Sunday).Rev. Jim Brown (07) 4955 3829.
MALENY
Cedar St. 9.00am.
Rev. Noel Thomason (07) 5493 3594
MARANOA
Roma: Queen Street 9.00am.
Surat: (1st Sunday) 11.15am.
Pastor Walter Posthuma (07) 4622 1158
MAROOCHYDORE
Okinja Rd. Alexandra Headland. 
9.00am. & 7.00pm.
Rev Keith Mayers (07) 5445 9209.
MARYBOROUGH
523 Alice St. 9.00am.
Pastor John Tucker (07) 4123 5920.
MONTO
Bell St. 10.00am. & 7.00pm. (2nd & 4th
Sunday). Abercorn 11.45am. (1st Sunday).
Kalpowar: 7.30pm. (3rd Sunday).
Pastor  Elton Wiltshire (07) 4166 1441.
NAMBOUR
21 Solanda St. 8.45am
I.M. Rev. Noel C. Thomason (07) 5493 3594.
NORTH PINE
57 Old Dayboro Rd. Petrie.10.00am. &
6.30pm.  Rev Neil McKinlay (07) 3285 2104.
PEACE PRESBYTERIAN
Student Centre, Deception Bay State High
School 9.30am. 
Rev. John Gilmour (07) 3261 7804
REDCLIFFE PENINSULA
WoodyPoint, Cnr. Ellen & Hawthorne Sts.
9.30am. & 6.00pm.
Scarborough: Jeays St. 8.00am.
Rev. Peter Whitney (07) 3284 2578.
ROCKHAMPTON (St Andrew’s)
Cnr. Bolsover & Derby Sts. 10.00am. &
6.00pm. St John’s: Parnell St. 8.30am.
Rev Charlie Kennedy (07) 4922 8241.
ROCKHAMPTON (John Knox)
Rundle St. 10.00 am. & 7.30 pm.
Rev. Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825
ROCKHAMPTON ( St Stephen’s)
Burnett St.  Nth Rockhampton, 8.30am.
Rev Jon Chandler (07) 4922 1825
Mt Morgan: St Enoch’s, East St. 9.00am.
Rev Gilbert Jansen (07) 4938 2485.
SANDGATE
Loudon St. 9.00am. & 6.00pm.

I.M. Rev. D. Todd (Em.) (07) 3269 9359
SPRINGSURE
Charles St. 10.30am.
Emerald: High School  Frazer St., 8.30am.
Rev B J Harrison   Phone (07) 4984 1550.
TEWANTIN
Anglican Church, William St. 11.45am.
Rev Keith L. Mayers (07) 5445  9209.
THE GAP
1195 Waterworks Rd.,  9.00am.
Rev David Niven (07) 3300 2987.
THURINGOWA -TOWNSVILLE
John Calvin, Carthew St. Kirwan. Condon:
I.M. Rev. Colin Barwise (07) 4728 4224.
TOOWOOMBA NORTH (St David’s)
Mary St. Also at Geham
TOWNSVILLE (St Andrew’s)
113 Wills St. City. 9.30am. & 6.30pm.
Rev. Rudy Schwartz (07) 4771 2460
Ass. Min. Rev. Walter Jones (07) 4778 3823
VICTORIA POINT
164 Colburn Ave. 8.30am. 
Rev Brian Enchelmaier (07) 3824 0958
WEST TOOWOOMBA
Cnr Greenwattle & South Sts. 8.00am,
10.00am & 6.00pm.
Rev R. Sondergeld (07) 4633 4188.
Mr Ross Turner (07) 4634 6053
WYNNUM
Cnr Bay Tce & Cedar St. 9.00 am & 6.00 pm.
Rev Dr George Logan (07) 3893 1712

ADELAIDE (St Andrew’s)
92-98 Archer St. North Adelaide. 10.30 am.
S.Clerk: Mr. David Niven (08) 8381 4615.
Largs North, Brenda Terrace. 11.00 am.
Mod. Rev. R. Matthews (08) 8395 7841.
ELIZABETH
106 Goodman Rd, Elizabeth South. 9.30 am
Session Clerk: Mr Bob Arstall (08) 8825 5226.
MILLICENT
Cnr Fifth & Sixth Sts. 10.30 am.
I.M. Rev. R. Schwartz (08) 8762 1035.
MT BARKER
Hutchison St.  10.30 am.
Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
Mod. Rev. John Campbell (08) 8261 3045.
MT GAMBIER
Allison St. 10.00 am. 6.30 pm. Also Allendale,
Glenburnie, Nelson (Vic), OB Flat.
Rev R. Waterhouse  Ph/Fx  (08) 8723 9028
MURRAY BRIDGE
Masonic Hall 5.00pm. (1st, 3rd & 5th S’day)
I.M. Pastor Rupert Hanna (08) 8391 3151.
NARACOORTE
Church St. 10.00am.
Rev Rudi Schwartz (08) 8762 1035
NORWOOD (St Giles)
79 The Parade. 9.15am & 7.00pm. 
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PARA HILLS
174 Maxwell Rd. 10.45 am.
Rev Dr Reg Mathews (08) 8395 7841
PENOLA
Portland St. 10.45 am. Rev. Alan Clarkson
(08) 8737 2984 Also Dergholm, Kalangadoo

PORT AUGUSTA
Jervois St. 11.00 am.
Barry Rossiter PIM Padre (08) 8642 2059.
SEACLIFF
Kauri Pde. Seacliff. 9.30am.
I.M. Rev. John Campbell (08) 8261 3045.
WHYALLA
28 Ramsay St. 9.00 am.
S/ Clerk: Helen Mashford 
(08) 8645 0818

CORNERSTONE (Hobart) 10.00am.
50’s & Better Ctre, 108 Bathurst St.
CROSSROADS 6.30pm.
Underground at 86 Murray St.
Rev David Jones (03) 6223 4701
DEVONPORT (St Columba’s)        
Edward St. Don: Waverley Rd.
Rev. Steve Warwick (02) 6424 6066
HOBART
(St John’s) 10.00 am & 7.00 pm
188 Macquarie St. (03) 6223 7213
Rev. Robert White (03) 6278 1370
LAUNCESTON (St Andrew’s)
Civic Square. 9.30 & 11.00 am. @ 7.00 pm.
(Dec/Jan 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.)           
Church Office: (03) 6331 5412
Rev. Peter Thorneycroft 0438 315 412
Yth. Pastor: Brett Rutherford (03)6331 2584
MONTROSE
Cnr. Islington Rd. & Walker St. 10.00 am.
Mod. Rev. Robert White (03) 6278 1370.
RIVERSIDE 
Eden St. 10.45am. 
Glengarry: 9.15am. Frankford H’way.
Winkleigh: 2.00pm, 2nd Sunday. 
Ps. Norman Shellard (03) 6327 2967
ROKEBY
Presby. Community Church,Tollard Dr. 
Mod. Rev Dr. D. Mitchell (03) 6223 4860.
SCOTTSDALE 
George St. Bridport: Westwood St. 
Mod.Ps. Bryan Crawford (03) 6352 4024
STANLEY (St James)
Fletcher St. Rocky Cape, Mawbanna 
Mod. Mr I Bessell (03) 6443 4299
ULVERSTONE (St Andrew’s)
65 Main Rd. 10.00am.
Rev Daniel Combridge (03) 6425 9525.
WEST TAMAR
Auld Kirk, Sidmouth and Mole Creek  
Mod: Rev. John Britton (03) 6339 4480

ARARAT
Cnr. Campbell St. (Pyrenees H’way) and
Queen St. 10 am.   Mr Norman Sharp
O.(03) 5334 3747    H. (03) 5352 4054
ASHBURTON
Junction of High St. and High Street Rd.
near Warrigal Rd.  10.15am.
Rev Peter Orchard (03) 9889 6034.
ASPENDALE
Cnr Station St. & Lyle Grv. 9.00am. &
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6.00pm.  Rev A. Campbell (03) 9580 0530.
AUBURN
Cnr Rathmines & Station Sts 
Hawthorn East 10.00 am. (03) 9882 5256
BAIRNSDALE
7th Day Adventist Church, 149 Nicholson
St. 10.00 am. 1st of Month 5.00pm. 
S/school 9.00 am. 
Past. Laurie Leighton (03) 5153 1669
BALACLAVA
Hotham St. & Denman Ave.10.00am.
Rev Mike Wharton (03) 9527 3270.
BENDIGO (St John’s)
Forest St. 10.30am.
Rev Andrew Clarke (03) 5443 6189.
BLACKBURN
53 Gardenia St. 11.00am.
Rev P Locke (03) 9725 6417
BURWOOD
(Chinese Presbyterian Church) 11.00am.
Cnr. Greenwood &Tennyson Sts.
Rev Dr John Elnatan (03) 9801 7645.
CAMBERWELL- Trinity
cnr Riversdale & Waterloo Sts. 10.00am.
Rev. Philip Mercer (03) 9882 8102
CAMPERDOWN-TERANG-GARVOC
9.30 am Aug — Jan.  11am Feb — July
Terang: 1 Warrnambool Rd.
Camperdown: Campbell & Brooke Sts.
Garvoc: 2:30pm. 2nd & 4th Sunday.
Pastor Bernie Thomas (03)5592 1041
CANTERBURY
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30am. & 7 pm.
Rev.  Grant Lawry  (03) 9836 4601.
CANTERBURY JAPANESE
146 Canterbury Rd. 10.30 am
Rev. Hugh Price  (03) 9894 2384
CAULFIELD-ELWOOD
Caulfield: Neerim/Bambra Rds. 11.15am.
Elwood: Scott/Tennyson Sts. 9.15am &
4.00pm. Rev Stephen Tay (03) 9505 3013.
CHELTENHAM Pioneers’ Presbyterian
8 Park Rd. Cnr. Charman Rd. 9.30am. 
Rev. David Palmer (03) 9583 2785
CLIFTON HILL
Cnr Michael & McKean Sts 
North Fitzroy. 10.30 am
Rev Peter Phillips (03) 9481 4642.
CROYDON HILLS
Good Shepherd Lutheran Primary School 
57 Plymouth Rd. Croydon. 10.00am.
(03) 9725 5370
DANDENONG
51 Potter St. 10.00am. 
Ses. Clerk. (03) 9793 1423
DONVALE
Cnr. Springvale &  McGowan’s Rds. 8.30am,
10.30 am & 6.30pm. Rev Gerald Vanderwert
(03) 9842  9493. (03) 9841 7020 (O)
DROMANA — MORNINGTON
Dromana: St Andrew’s, Gibson St. 9.00am.
Mornington (TheChapel) Cnr Strachans
Rd. & Nepean Hwy. 11.00am.  
I.M. Rev. A Campbell (03) 9580 6161.
DROUIN
Church St. 9am. 10.30am. 7.30pm. 
Sept-April; 7.00pm. May-Aug. 
Rev. Ken Brown (03) 5625 1126.
ELTHAM
23 Batman Rd. 10.00 am
Rev. Don Elliott (03) 9439 9720
FRANKSTON
30 Radiata St. 10.30am. & 6.00pm.
Rev David Kumnick (03) 9786 2976.

GEELONG WEST (Scots)
Cnr. Pakington & Waratah Sts. 10.00am.
I.M. Dr. Allan Harman (03) 5256 2134.
GLEN WAVERLEY–KNOXFIELD
Highvale Primary School, 
Ashton St. Glen Waverley    9.30am. 
Rev. Trevor Cox (03) 9764 9141.
HAMILTON
St Andrew’s, Gray & McIntyre Sts. 10.00am.
& 5.00pm. (last Sunday of month)
Rev Keith Bell (03) 5572 1009
HAWTHORN
580 Glenferrie Rd. 11.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
(03) 9819 5347.
KANGAROO GROUND
265 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. 9.30am.
S. Clerk: Dr R.Baldock. (03) 9437 1265
KOREAN
16 Walnut Rd. North Balwyn.
English language service. 11.00 am
LEONGATHA
Cnr. Bent & Turner Sts. 10.00am.
Session Clerk: (03) 5662 4734
MALVERN
161-163 Wattletree Rd.  10.30am. & 5.00 pm.
Rev John S Woodward  (03)  9509 7373.
MELBOURNE
The Scots’ Church, Cnr. Russell & Collins
Sts. 11am & 7pm. Wed. 1.00pm.
Rev. Douglas Robertson (03) 9650 9903.
MELTON
Mowbray College,  Centenary Ave.
Rev Peter Owen  (03) 9747  8195.
MOE — YARRAM
Moe: 34 Fowler St. 10.00am.
Yarram: Cnr. Dougherty & Montgomery
Sts. 2.00pm. 
Rev Jared Hood (03) 5127 1296.
NOORAT-DARLINGTON
Noorat: Cnr Mc Kinnons Bridge &
Glenormiston Rds. 10.30 am.
Darlington: Hall St. 8.45 am. (1st & 3rd
Sundays) Rev. Barry Oakes (03) 5592 5220
NORTH GEELONG-NORTH SHORE
Nth Geelong: Cnr Victoria St. & Balmoral
Cr. 10.00 am (alt. Sundays) & 5.00pm (2nd
Sunday of month).
North Shore: Cnr Seabeach Pde & Myrtle
Gv. 10.00 am. (alt. Sundays) 
Rev. Allan Lendon (03) 5278 1887.
NUMURKAH
58 Saxton St. 11.15am. 
Tallygaroopna: Victoria St. 9.30am.
Cobram: Cnr High and Pine Sts. (Anglican
Church) 2.30pm. 
Rev. John Rickard (03) 5862 1621.
RESERVOIR
81 Edwardes St. 10.00 am. & 7.00 pm.
I.M. Rev. N. Chambers (03) 9455 3369
RINGWOOD-HEATHMONT
Cnr. Waterloo St. & Canterbury Rd.
Heathmont 10.00am. 
Rev. Andrew Venn (03) 9870 5182.
ROCHESTER
Cnr. Victoria St. & Echuca Rd. 11.00am. &
7.30pm. Timmering 9.30 am
Rev. A. Perona (03) 5484 1927.
ST KILDA
Cnr Alma Rd. & Barkly St. 11.00am &
7.00pm. Rev Bob Thomas (03) 9537 1642 (O)
SHEPPARTON
Cnr. Hayes & Leithen Sts. 9.00am. &
7.00pm. Also Stanhope, Kyabram.
Rev Kyung Ee (03) 5831 6494.

SOMERVILLE
Cnr Jones Rd. & Park Lane. 
Rev. Ian Brown (03) 5977 5469.
SOUTH YARRA

621 Punt Rd. 10.00 am. & 6.30 pm.

Rev. Stuart Bonnington (03) 9867 4637

SORRENTO-RYE
Rye:St David’s, Col’wood &Lyons Sts.9.30am.
Sorrento: St Andrew’s, Kerferd Rd. 11.00am.
SUNSHINE

McKay Memorial, Anderson Rd. 10.00am. &

7.00pm. Rev Cor Vanderhorn (03) 9311 1661

SURREY HILLS (St Stephen’s)

Canterbury & Warrigal Rds. 

10.15am & 7.00pm. 

I.M. Rev. John Woodward (03) 9509 7373

UPPER YARRA  – WARBURTON

3471 Warburton H’way. 10.00am. & 6.00pm.

Mr. Tony Archer (03) 5966  2309.

WANGARATTA — REGIONAL

PARISH

Wangaratta, 158 Rowan St. Yarrawonga,

47 Orr St.  Myrtleford , 78 Standish St

Rev. Neil Harvey (03) 5721 6444

WARRNAMBOOL (St John’s)

Warrnambool: Cnr Spence & Manifold Sts.

10.00am & 7.00 pm. Sunday Night Life 5.30

South Warrnambool: McDonald St. 9.30

Woodford: Mill St. 11.00 am

Warrnambool Office: (03) 5562 2029

Rev Chris ten Broeke (03) 5561 5373

Rev. Philip Burns (03) 5561 7899.

WEST FOOTSCRAY

141 Essex St. (Scots) 10.00 am.

Session Clerk: Ms J Swift  (03)  9687 5701

WILLIAMSTOWN (St Andrew’s)

87 Cecil St. 10.00am.

Rev. Bruce Riding (03) 9397 5338

WOORI YALLOCK

Healesville Rd. 9.15am & 5 pm, (7pm  DLS)

Rev David Brown  (03) 5964 6014.

BICTON

Harris St. & View Tce. 9.00am & 7.00pm.

Rev. Andrew Robinson (08) 9339 3542

FREMANTLE (Scots)

Cnr South Tce & Parry St. 10.00 am

Chinese Worship & Sunday School. 3.00 pm.

Rev James Nocher (08) 9319 2208.

WHITFORDS (St Mark’s)

Anglican School, St Marks Dr Hilarys.

9.00am. Rev Alan Perrie (08) 9447 1074
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To register your church in this section of the
Australian Presbyterian is an easy, low cost
exercise. Facsimile the AP office on:
(03) 9723 9685  or E-mail us at:
austpres@bigpond.com

The Annual Fees are:
Congregations under 50      $45.00 plus GST
Congregations    51 -99      $55.00 plus GST
Congregations 100 or more  $65.00 plus GST
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B I B L E S T U D Y

THE PASSAGE JOHN 16:5-16
THE POINT Although the disciples will be confused, sad and
anxious when they witness Jesus’ crucifixion, his death/exaltation
will open the way for the Spirit of truth to play his part in the Plan
of Salvation. The Spirit’s work will be so comprehensive and effec-
tive it will soon become clear to them that this is all for the best.

THE PARTICULARS
• The Holy Spirit’s work includes the following ...

... Counsellor, Comforter, Encourager, Guide, Teacher;

... convict the world of its sin as it rejects God’s truth in Jesus;

... convict the world that its idea of righteousness (eg the
Pharisees’) is wrong because Jesus (whom they will crucify) is the
one going to heaven (ie has the true idea of righteousness);

... convict the world that its idea of judgement is wrong because
its ‘prince’ (Satan) is the one being judged at the cross/tomb;

... guide us in the way of truth in perfect harmony with the Triune
Godhead, revealing the future, and focussing all on Christ.
• In dealing with us, God is sensitive to our frailty and limitations.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Think about the Holy Spirit’s ministry to you and through you.
Do you need to be more aware of the wonder of this provision?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 16:16-24
THE POINT Jesus was sensitive to the confusion of his disciples.
From their earth-bound perspective they had no framework into
which to fit his description of the events of the next 3 days.  By
using the illustration of childbirth Jesus was able to reassure them
that the anguish to which they were about to be subjected (his cruel
death and burial and the apparent triumph of his enemies) was only
a precursor to the lasting joy and fulfilment to follow.

THE PARTICULARS
• Even before it happened, Jesus was in no doubt about the fact
that very soon he would die, be buried, and come back to life.
• The disciples were confused but unwilling to admit this openly.
• Jesus knows and understands our often unspoken bewilderment.
• ‘No pain, no gain’ is a basic spiritual truth (eg James 1:2-4).
• In this discourse in chapters 14-16, no fewer than 6 times Jesus
promises to grant whatever the disciples ask for in his name.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

THE PASSAGE JOHN 16:25-33
THE POINT Until the disciples have actually witnessed for them-
selves the agonising crucifixion of Jesus followed by his burial and
then the amazing fact of the empty tomb and his post-resurrection
appearances, until they have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, most of what Jesus was saying to them must remain an
incomprehensible mystery; but later it will be crystal clear.  By
preparing them beforehand they would better see that, in spite of
violent persecution, final victory and peace are assured.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus’ language at this point was necessarily cryptic because the
disciples had no way of understanding the way of the cross.
• Jesus challenged the disciples to trust him that, in spite of every
appearance to the contrary, all was going exactly to the Father’s
Plan.  By being devoted to him they were loved and kept safe.
• The recognition that Jesus was of divine origin was the key to
their understanding his message and mission; it is the same for us!
• In Christ is true peace, regardless of our adverse circumstances.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• In the light of all that is happening to the Church and in the
world today, do you have Jesus’ peace because you know who he is?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 17:1-5

THE POINT Central to Jesus’ mission, and the focus of his own
glory, was to bring glory to the Father. This in turn is realised
through the salvation of the elect, for whom Jesus is about to lay
down his life on the cross.  This pivotal truth is captured in the
answer to the first question in the Shorter Catechism: ‘Man’s chief
end is to glorify God and enjoy him for ever.’

THE PARTICULARS
• Time for communion with his Father in prayer was always a high
priority in Jesus’ life, no less on the eve of his crucifixion.
• Jesus’ death on the cross was the fulfilment, the ultimate ‘appoint-
ment’,  of his earthly mission.  ‘The time has come’, he said.
• The glory of the one, true, triune God is dynamic and relational.
• Jesus has the Father’s authority to give eternal life to his elect.
• There is no eternal life apart from  a close, personal relationship
with God’s Son, Jesus Christ (this is what ‘know’ means).
• Jesus came from glory, achieved glory, and returned to glory.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Reflect on your own salvation.  How does this key prayer of Jesus
help you understand better what God has done for you?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 17:6-12

THE POINT Because he is Sovereign Lord, Jesus can speak confi-
dently of his disciples’ understanding and faith even though at the
time they were frightened and confused.  Jesus’ unity with the
Father, and the Father’s power to save and protect, guarantee their
safety, but this is not inconsistent with Jesus’ praying for them.  In
this, Jesus sets us a good pattern for prayer to our Sovereign God.

THE PARTICULARS
• The disciples were chosen by God (he took the initiative) and
their obedient response was consistent with his predetermined plan.
Even Judas’ defection was consistent with this Plan (12).
• Jesus invested his short 3-year ministry in just 12 men, but he
devoted his time, energy and prayer to preparing them as apostles.
• Jesus is glorified in the lives of the apostles (cf eg Acts 4:13).
• There is perfect unity and mutual sharing in the Godhead; Jesus
desires this unity to be reflected in the Church bearing his name.
• It is not inconsistent to plead for what we already know God will
do and is doing; Jesus showed that prayer is very relational.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Do you need some encouragement in your walk with God? Does
knowing God chose you, and that Jesus prays for you, help?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 17:13-19

THE POINT Jesus brings God’s word to men, and is God’s
Word.  God’s Word is (absolute) truth.  Truth can’t be found with-
out Jesus.  Every religion etc. that tries to understand God and his
creation without acknowledging Jesus in this central role is false and
deceptive.  Jesus was sent into the world to establish absolute truth.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus saw his disciples as the seamless extension of his work ...

... he was going and they were staying and he wanted them to
experience the full measure of his joy;

... they would be as distinct (sanctified, completely ‘other’) from
the world as he’d chosen to be when sent by the Father (19); the
cross was the epitome of his self-sanctification for man;

... they would be as alienated/hated by the world as he’d been;

... the Father sent him, he was sending (‘apostle-ing’) them.
• It is the (absolute) truth (God’s Word) that alienates Jesus’ disci-
ples from the world (17).
• Jesus prayed for the disciples’ protection from Satan’s power.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What is the implication of this passage for inter-faith dialogue and
cooperation? What do multicultural Australians hate most?

DAY 9 Never alone.

DAY 10 Sorrow will turn into joy.

DAY 11 True peace is trusting Jesus.

DAY 12 Man’s Chief End.

DAY 13 If God decides, why pray?.

DAY 14 The cost of being salt/light.



THE PASSAGE JOHN 17:20-26
THE POINT Here we see Jesus in prayer for his Church, his
Bride.  His two-fold desire, as he pours out his heart to his Father,
is for perfect love and unity among us and with God, and that we
might have an experience of his presence and his glory that sin has
kept from us.

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus saw his Church as the ongoing reality of his presence in the
world, bringing in others through its witness to him.
• Jesus saw the unity exemplified by his Church as the key to the
world coming to believe that he is God’s Saviour/Messiah.
• Jesus has given the Church the full revelation of himself and his
eternal glory in order that this purpose might be achieved.
• Perfect harmony in the Church would prove his identity and love.
• Jesus is presently working for the perfection of his Bride; he’s
chosen no other means of making himself known to the world!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Why has the Church down through the ages fallen so far short of
Jesus’ expectation for her?  What is our biggest problem?
• Is Jesus envisaging organic union or something else? What else?
• Should we let past failures discourage us from greater effort?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 18:1-11
THE POINT Jesus was in full control during all the events leading
up to his crucifixion.  He knew exactly what was going to happen
and didn’t shrink back from what he had to do in obedience to the
Father’s command, regardless of what it would cost him.

THE PARTICULARS
• Judas, the ‘friend’ of Jesus, and his betrayer, used his intimate
knowledge of one of the most private aspects of Jesus’ life, the loca-
tion of their olive grove ‘prayer garden’, to carry out his scheme.
Human depravity doesn’t sink much lower than that.
• Jesus took the initiative, even before the soldiers reached him.
• Jesus used the divine name ‘I AM’ (see Exodus 3:14) to identify
himself (the pronoun ‘he’ is not in the original Greek text).  This is
what caused the reaction of staggering bewilderment in them.
• Even in his darkest hour Jesus was concerned for his disciples.
• Peter exemplified the typical human reaction to opposition; Jesus
demonstrated a different approach (see also Luke 22:51).

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• When you are under attack from those who oppose you do you
tend to deal with it in Peter’s way or Jesus’ way?  Did Peter learn
from this experience (see 1 Peter 2:19-23, 3:9, 4:12-16)?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 18:12-18
THE POINT From beginning to end the trial of Jesus expresses
human sin at its worst: the custodians of God’s righteous law and
the custodians of the respected Roman law break all the rules in the
book; and, in spite of earlier protestations to the contrary (13:37-
38), Jesus’ ‘chief’ and strongest disciple disowns his beloved master.

THE PARTICULARS
• In spite of his demonstrated passive submission Jesus was bound
and treated like a dangerous criminal.
• The action of the Jewish high priest (probably Annas de facto
with the younger Caiaphas officially installed) in conducting Jesus’
trial at night, and without due process, was unlawful.
• John reminds us again of the significance of Caiaphas’ unwitting
‘prophetic’ utterance as high priest concerning the need for Jesus’
substitutionary death (see 11:49-52).
• The ‘other disciple’ in verses 15 and 16 is possibly John himself.
• Peter’s first denial ‘I am not’ contrasts sadly with Jesus’ ‘I am’.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• What are some of the ways we might deny when under pressure
that we belong to Jesus?  Why do we do it? Does it matter?  Are
preachers who try and make the Gospel more palatable as guilty?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 18:19-27
THE POINT Jesus’ absolute and open commitment to truth was
obviously making it hard for the Jewish officials to get the quick
result they’d hoped for in the timing of their little scheme.  The to-
ing and fro-ing between Annas and Caiaphas indicates clearly the
difficulty they are having; it also gives more people the opportunity
to interview poor Peter as the cock was waiting to greet the dawn!

THE PARTICULARS
• Jesus’ accusers were at a distinct disadvantage.  Unlike them, Jesus
had never been underhand in his dealings; his teaching and claims
had always been open to all who would listen, and had been clearly
verified by his miracles and intrinsic authority.  Eyewitnesses willing
to testify against him were hard to find.
• The physical attack on Jesus showed their utter frustration; truth
was always on the side of Jesus, even in this matter (23).
• Jesus’ authority was not something he had to insist on; it was a
natural part of his being.  The high priest on the other hand, on
whom authority had been bestowed by rite, was floundering.
• Peter denied Jesus twice more ... and a cock began to crow!

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Are we in trouble if we have to insist on respect from others?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 18:28-32
THE POINT The further the trial of Jesus proceeds the more
patently corrupt it can be seen to be. There are really no charges.
Everyone is trying to avoid hearing it, let alone passing sentence. But
behind all this is God moving human history to its climactic point!

THE PARTICULARS
• Faced with the reality of plain truth as they questioned Jesus, and
unable to answer it, the Jewish leaders were forced to play on the
sensitivities of Rome to any threatened unrest in Judea.
• The utter hypocrisy of Jesus’ accusers is exposed in their desire to
be ‘ceremonially clean’ for the Passover while conducting an illegal,
unjust trial against a man who was patently innocent!
• When pressed by Pilate the Jews had no valid charge and had to
resort to the lame ploy: ‘He must be guilty, we’ve brought him to
you!’  Pilate was unimpressed by their futile logic.  It was clear to
John that this was God’s sovereign guiding hand at work.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• Jesus had censured the Pharisees as ‘blind guides’ who ‘strain out
a gnat but swallow a camel’ (Matthew 23:24).  How is this evident
here?  Do we run the risk of being like this?
• How do the timing and method of Jesus’ death reveal God’s hand?

THE PASSAGE JOHN 18:33-40
THE POINT The die is now cast.  Truth is sacrificed for political
expediency and Jesus will die on the cross ... and truth will finally
triumph!!

THE PARTICULARS
• Pilate seemed genuinely concerned that truth and justice prevail,
but the pressing needs of the day were dearer to him than truth.
• Jesus made clear the difference between the way his Kingdom
operates and the way the world goes about its affairs: his Kingdom
is based on peace and has its source in God’s power and rule.
• Fundamental to Jesus’ mission on earth was to testify to the
truth. He is God’s King, and he declares God’s truth.  All who fail
thus to acknowledge him are not on the side of truth.
• Pilate evaded Jesus’ claim by implying truth is unknowable.
• Pilate’s attempted ‘solution’ resulted in a guilty criminal being
released instead.  Barabbas’ name means ‘son of a father’, an apt
description of each of us.  Jesus dies and guilty man goes free.

TO PONDER ... AND TO PRAY
• A significant aspect of our society’s thinking is that there cannot

be absolute truth.  This leaves me free to make up my own mind

about what’s best for me in terms of how I live and what I believe.

Is this how Jesus sees it?  What matters when I die?

B I B L E S T U D Y
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PLC students star 

Some 71 per cent of PLC’s Melbourne
Class of 2002 were placed in the top 10
per cent of students in Australia. These
results maintain the high standards of pre-
vious years. In fact, since the introduction
of the ENTER in 1998, an annual average
of 66 per cent of PLC Year 12 students
have been placed in the top 10 per cent. 

Fire damage

One family from the St Andrew’s
(Canberra) congregation lost their home
in the recent bushfires, as did a family who
have recently been making enquires with
regards to baptism. A Uniting Church
minister’s home was also destroyed. The
‘New Creations Ministries’ congregation
lost their property and St Andrew’s have
offered the use of their building for wed-
dings and other special occations. 

Members of the Wangaratta and the
Myrtleford congregations have been
fighting the fires, and Presbyterian people
living in Myrtleford and Bright have had
their properties and those of family mem-
bers under grave danger of destruction. 

OA Presbyterians

A number of Presbyterians have been
recognised in the 2003 Australia Day
awards. They include: Mr and Mrs Henry
Bayliss of Coonabarabran (NSW) for ser-
vice to their local community; Mr Robert
Christie of Malvern (Vic) for service to
veterans and their families, particularly
through the 2/29 Battalion AIF
Association (Mr Christie has been an
elder in the Malvern congregation for
many years); Mrs Gwyneth Jaeger for
service to the people of Gunnedah. Mrs
Jaeger is a member of the St Andrew’s
congregation there. 

New PWMU president

Mrs Heather Reither was elected state
president of the Victorian PWMU in
November. Mrs Reither is a member of St
John’s Bendigo congregation. She writes:
“My interest in PWMU began with my
mother who was a member at St John’s
Kaniva until her death in 1995. Being
mother to my three children and wife to

my banker husband kept me busy in the
early years of our marriage until we went
to Terang to live and there in 1975 I took
up the challenge to belong to PWMU and
commit myself to missionary support.
Since then it has been an important part of
my life.”

Mrs Reither can be contacted care of
the PWMU Office, 156 Collins Street
Melbourne 03-9650 9311. 

Farewell 

This month two long-standing PWMU
bursary students return home. Mr Colin
M’Bawa and family go back to ministry in
the Presbyterian Church of Malawi and
Mr Kirk Importante returns home with
his wife and son to Cebu in the southern
Phillipines. Both men have been studying
at the PTC Melbourne and have become
well known in a number of diffferent con-
gregations through their preaching min-
istries. 

Vale Alan Walker

Uniting Church theologian, evangelist,
broadcaster and former Superintendent of
Wesley Mission (formerly the Central
Methodist Mission), Sydney, the Rev Dr
Sir Alan Walker AK OBE, MA, DD died
on 29 January at the age of 91. 

Sir Alan became Superintendent of
Wesley Mission in 1958 and oversaw a
remarkable period of growth in its min-
istry and work until his retirement in
1978. Sir Alan took a strong and commit-
ted stand on many social justice issues and
was one of Australia’s leading evangelists
using both the airwaves and public rallies
to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ.
He will also be remembered for the estab-
lishment of the telephone counselling ser-
vice Lifeline in March 1963. Forty years
later, Lifeline is an international organisa-
tion. 

“Let it never be forgotten that it is
Christ we offer,” Sir Alan said. “The
Church must never degenerate to being
akin to a government or social service
agency. We witness first, last and always,
to Christ.”

Moderator-General nominations

The following nominations for the next
Moderator-General have been received
from state assemblies. Rev. Dr. Paul
Logan, minister of North Sydney-
Greenwich since 1994, clerk of the NSW
Assembly and GAA, has been nominated
by the NSW and West Australian assem-

blies. Rt. Rev. Bob Thomas, minister of
St. Kilda also since 1994, twice Victorian
Moderator and past editor of Australian
Presbyterian, has been nominated by the
Victorian General Assembly. Rt. Rev.
David Tsai, minister of Epping since 1992
and past Moderator of the Tasmanian and
NSW assemblies has been nominated by
the South Australian assembly. 

The nominations now go to the GAA
Moderator-General’s nomination com-
mittee (made up of six members from
each state) which votes for the final nom-
inee, whose name will be brought before
the GAA on Monday 13 September 2004.
The Queensland and Tasmanian
Assemblies made no nominations for the
2004 Moderator-General. 

NSW nomination

Rev. Stuart A. Andrews, minster of
Tamworth-Manilla since 1987 in the
Presbytery of New England, has been
nominated for election as Moderator to
the NSW Assembly when it meets in July. 

Bicton, 100 not out

In January the Bicton (WA) congrega-
tion celebrated its centenary. The church
occupies the same site as the original
wooden building, which doubled as the
state school through the week. The ori-
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Ian McRae’s long service to his
Master, the Lord Christ Jesus has
ended. He was elected as one of the
original elders of Ringwood-
Heathmont Presbyterian Church in
1977. He was a well-respected and
dedicated elder who served the con-
gregation in a number of ways,
including as congreational treasurer.

Ian displayed great foresight,
unshakeable faith, integrity and sin-
cerity, assisted by his love of the
Scriptures. To those placed in his care
he was a caring and thoughtful friend
who was prepared to assist whenever
asked. To the end he was a dedicated
and faithful servant to the Lord he
loved so well. 

Ian Lawrence McRae
1921 – 2002

Across
Australia



gins of the congregation lie in the popula-
tion growth associated with the 1890s
gold rush through Fremantle and the con-
cern that the original Presbyterian minis-
ter of Scots Church, Fremantle, the Rev.
Robert Hanlin, had for the Christian and
general educational needs of children and
families of what became the Bicton area. 

Bicton has had a succession of
reformed-evangelical ministries over
recent years – the late Bruce and Rae
Fraser, Richard and Dianne Lee (now of
Como, NSW), Stuart and Sharon
Bonnington (now of South Yarra, Vic)
and since 2002 Andrew and Kathleen
Robinson. The session clerk through all
these ministries has been Ron Kent, who
though now in his 80s continues to exer-
cise a vital influence in the congregation. 

Following the footprints

The Presbytery of WA appointed Mr
Ross Fraser as home missionary at the
Bassendean congregation in mid-January.
The church looks forward to a new period
of spiritual and numerical growth as they
meet in their re-modelled building. Ross is
a son of the late Rev. Bruce Fraser, who
served at Bassendean himself, as well as
the Southern Patrol of the AIM and at
Bicton. 

In the Sunshine

Sunraysia Presbyterian Church
(Mildura, Vic) recently welcomed a new
home missionary, Mark Smith, formerly
an elder at Glen Waverley. On 1
December 2002 Mark, his wife Danielle
and their two boys Jarrod and Nathan,
were welcomed by the congregation at a
special commencement service led by Rev.
Martin de Pyle and the Home Mission
Director, Rev. Bob Carner. 

Before Christmas, the congregation
organised a community carols service as
an outreach. It was well attended, with a
third of those present having no previous
contact with the Presbyterian Church. 

New patrol

The Presbyterian Inland Mission is to
start a new patrol ministry. The PIM is in
direct historic continuity with the work of
the Australian Inland Mission founded
under the leadership of Rev Dr John
Flynn (‘Flynn of the Inland’) by the PCA
in 1912. The new patrol will be in the
Pilbara-Kimberley area of far North-West
Western Australia, but about $160,000 is
required to buy a four-wheel drive and
fund the first full year. After that, about
$60 000 will be required to cover the on-
going needs of this second WA patrol. For
more details, contact the PIM
Superintendent, Rt. Rev. Jack Knapp on
02 4358 1940. 

New elders

Mr Graham Cowcher was inducted
elder at St John’s Bendigo on 14 July. Mr
Alan Bull was inducted at Eaglehawk on
27 October.

Just a few words

Citybibletalks began in July 1999 as a
weekly lunchtime meeting in the
Melbourne CBD to provide expository
Bible teaching to people working in the
city. The ministry was started by a group
of Christians who work ‘down town’ and
are members of a range of evangelical
churches. 

This year, Bible talks taken from Mark
will be held in the David Penman Room,
Level 2 of the St. Paul’s Cathedral
Buildings, cnr. of Flinders Lane and
Swanston Street each Thurday 1.10pm to
1.50pm BYO lunch or sandwich $4 with
hot drinks for free. The first two speak-
ers for the year are gifted Melbourne
speakers John Sugars and Stephen Hale. 

Chinese crackdown

A top-secret document recently
obtained by The Voice of the Martyrs
proves the Chinese government has an
ongoing, systematic campaign to expose
and destroy unregistered Protestant
churches in Hebei Province. The directive
is a work plan order from the Public
Security Bureau of Baoding to PSB sub-
bureaus in all counties, cities and districts
of Hebei Province. It instructs the
bureaus to terminate “illegal Protestant
activities”. The document describes the
work plan as an effort to “embrace and
create a sound and secure social environ-
ment” in a concerted citywide action of
the Communist Party Committee and the
government in advance of the
Communist Party’s 16th National Party
Congress, held last November. 

The directive details the effort to
“establish a secret force” to infiltrate
unregistered church groups to gather in-
depth intelligence against illegal
Protestant church activities. 

Keston closes

Keston News Service (KNS), the flag-
ship of the Keston Institute that reports
about religious persecution, has ceased its
operations amid financial troubles and
staff changes.

Pressure from Keston, which also coop-
erated with media outlets such as Assist, led
to worldwide actions for suffering
Christians and forced governments to
change laws or free prisoners. Without KNS
a perceived important tool for political pres-
sure and valuable information will be lost.

“The former Soviet republics of
Central Asia feature all too prominently
in (KNS) reports” the Keston Institute
said in a statement. “State control of reli-
gious activity is on the increase in this
region. Members of unregistered faiths, in
particular Protestant Christians,
Jehovah’s Witnesses and minority Muslim
groups, face harassment, fines, imprison-
ment and physical abuse.”

ASSIST News Service

Marriage move

The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
(EFC) will be intervening as a member of
the Interfaith Coalition on Marriage
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and the Family to defend the universal
recognition of marriage as being between
a man and a woman.  

“For Christians marriage is a religious
practice and has great religious signifi-
cance. It is deeply offensive to Christians
and many of the other religions in Canada
to redefine marriage,” says Janet Epp
Buckingham, general legal counsel for
the EFC. “Marriage is a unique institution
in Canada. For Christians and adherents
of many other religions, it is a religious
institution. But it is also an important
institution in society, recognised and reg-
ulated by the state.”

The issue in the case is whether limit-
ing marriage to being between a man and
a woman violates the equality rights of
gays and lesbians under the Charter. The
Interfaith Coalition includes Roman
Catholics, evangelical Protestants,
Muslims and Sikhs. 

Evangelical Fellowship of Canada

Awaiting justice

The families of the 21 victims of inter-
religious violence in El-Kosheh, Upper
Egypt, will have a further wait for jus-
tice. Twenty-one Christians and one
Muslim were killed in violence which
broke out in January 2000, the worst
massacre of Egyptian Christians in
decades. An earlier verdict which acquit-
ted the 96 murder suspects was over-
turned and a retrial, which began in May
last year, was due to have given its ver-
dict on 27 January. 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW)
reports that amid heavy security in a ses-
sion which lasted only five minutes, Judge
Lotfy Suleiman announced the postpone-
ment. Contrary to expectations, not one
of the 96 defendants was in court.

The violence in El-Kosheh, which
erupted over the Millennium weekend,
stemmed from a dispute between a
Muslim trader and a Christian shop-
owner on Friday, December 31, 1999.
That weekend 21 Christians were mur-
dered. The lone Muslim killed was shot by
a stray bullet in a neighboring village.
Nobody claimed that Christians killed
him. During the violence, local security
forces either stood by passively or became
actively involved in the attacks. 

Neo-Nazis in India

Western money is being sent to “neo-
Nazi” groups in India who use the money
to persecute Christians and other minor-
ity groups according to Dr Joseph

D’Souza, President of the All India
Christian Council.

“The bulk of the money is used to
spread neo-Nazi ideology that demonises
the minorities especially the Christians.
The main accusation against the
Christians which has never been proved in
one single court is that Christians use
‘force and allurement’ to convert the peo-
ple,” Dr D’Souza said. 

“It is through the use of foreign funds
that the tribals, children and even some
Dalits have been thoroughly commu-
nalised by these people,” Dr D’Souza said.

ASSIST News Service

Connecting Christians

Connecting Christians around the
world is the goal of The Evangelical
Christian Book Exchange Club, a new
Internet online service to be launched
March 2003.

The Evangelical Christian Book
Exchange Club marks a first for Christians
around the world who are searching for
the best in Christian titles. With a simple
click of the mouse, one can browse
through the variety of categories looking
for the very best in Christian literature
available for sale... and at a very low cost.

“There are absolutely no listing or sell-
ing fees (like ebay or Amazon.com) ...
only a small annual membership fee of
$US5  for individuals and $US10  for non-
profit organisations like local churches,
Christian colleges, universities and semi-
naries,” said a spokesman for the new
club. For more details, visit
www.tecbec.org.

ASSIST News Service

Off-air in Mongolia

The studios of the only Christian FM
radio station in Mongolia have been dev-
astated by fire. According to Tom Terry
of Mongolia’s Eagle TV the fire appar-
ently started in the control room while a
live show was airing. 

WIND FM, which began broadcasting
on May 2 2001, is a ministry of the Far
Eastern Broadcasting Company
(FEBC) in Mongolia. It employs 15 staff
and broadcasts 24 hours a day to
Mongolia’s capital city of Ulaanbaatar,
home to about one million people. 

WIND FM’s programming includes
“soft pre-evangelistic programs promot-
ing Christian values to this society that
had been indoctrinated by the
Communist ideology for 70 years”.

ASSIST News Service

Liberally minded, illiberally funded

A few decades ago, in the world of theo-
logical education, Union Seminary in
New York was a titan. The faculty
included some of the greatest theologians
of the century, including Reinhold
Niebuhr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Paul
Tillich. Harry Emerson Fosdick
presided over the congregation at
Riverside Church. Across the street, at
Jewish Theological, was Abraham
Herschel. This little stretch of Broadway,
to some, was close to sitting at the feet of
the prophets. 

But all that has vanished. The liberal
church has stumbled, taking the fortunes
of Union along with it. The mainstream
churches are struggling with declining
membership and mounting irrelevance.
And Union, which once glittered high in
the firmament, now blinks and sputters,
hanging on for life. 

All this is driven home to the Rev. Dr
Joseph C. Hough Jr, the president of
Union. If a deal with Columbia
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University to lease three Union buildings
and take over the seminary’s library goes
forward, Dr Hough will have to vacate his
apartment in Knox Hall, along with other
faculty members.   

“Union has alienated a lot of people in
the church because of its strong stand of
inclusiveness,” he said. “This began with
the opposition to the Vietnam War. This
was the breaking point, but it has contin-
ued as we have embraced the concerns of
women, gays and lesbians, minorities and
opened our doors to other religious tradi-
tions.” 

The twin tasks of keeping the seminary
true to its inclusiveness and paying the
bills is the headache that dominates Dr
Hough’s life. He does so because he
wants to preserve a theological school
where “we teach people that they have to
be willing to pay the price that comes with
fighting for freedom and justice”. 

Dr Hough embraced the progressive
wing of the Christian church through the
Swiss theologian Karl Barth and the tur-
moil of the civil rights and antiwar move-
ments. He was deeply influenced by rad-
ical theologians, including the liberation
theologians in Latin America who
opened his eyes to the awful injustice of
poverty, and African-American theolo-
gians who “rightly excoriated the white
theologians for ignoring the issue of
race”. 

He worries that as the nation heads
toward war there will be a mounting intol-

erance, especially against Muslims. He
chastises those who believe that their faith
offers “an exclusive path to a true know-
ledge of God” and says such exclusiveness
“is a serious barrier to genuine peace-mak-
ing in a world of religious pluralism.” 

For him, liberal activists have “made
too many compromises”.  

It would be easy to turn back, to make
Union into something else, to soften its
edges and appeal to the mainstream. But
in that comes the paradox of Dr Hough’s
faith. He says he is determined to sustain
something beyond stone and mortar.

“There will come another time when
the dominant voices in this society are not
exclusive,” he said, “and when that time
comes, Union will have educated those
who will lead a new church in a new
American climate.”

New York Times

Suffering saints

Since fighting began in 1985 in
Colombia, at least 72 Protestant pastors
and 33 Catholic priests have been killed.
Recently unidentified gunmen assassi-
nated Rev. José Juan Lozada Corteza,
pastor of the Evangelical Christian
Church of San Antonio, Colombia.  

According to a report from Compass
Direct, uniformed men stopped a transit
bus, forced the pastor from the bus and
shot him in the head. They also killed a

member of his church traveling with him.
Rebel forces fighting against the govern-
ment are reportedly responsible for the
attack.  

In a similar incident in November, two
men were ordered to kill Rev. Esnilder
Popó, pastor of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance Church in
Santander, Cauca.  However, one came to
the pastor following the service and con-
fessed the plan to him, saying, “I could
not bring myself to do it.” Evangelical and
human rights leaders have urged Rev.
Popó to leave the area for his safety.

Meanwhile on the Ivory Coast all
recent attempts at peace have failed. The
UN has pulled non-essential staff out of
the country, and more French troops have
been deployed to protect French nationals
in Ivory Coast.

As a result of this civil unrest, a massive
influx of people seeking refuge is heading
into Burkina Faso. World Relief is mobil-
ising a network of churches and Christian
organisations in response to the growing
humanitarian need.

An estimated 3 million Burkinabes
were living or working in the Ivory Coast
when the fighting broke out last
September. The conflict caused the Ivory
Coast’s once prosperous economy to col-
lapse, and many blame Burkinabes.

There are reports that Burkinabes –
many of whom have lived in the Ivory
Coast for generations – are being perse-
cuted and killed.
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DVD Watch
Life as a House

Rated M
Reviewed by Phil Campbell

‘Great movie, but make sure
you’ve got plenty of tissues.”
That was the helpful advice
from the guy behind the

counter at our local video shop as I
booked out a copy of Life as a House on
DVD – and he wasn’t far wrong. 

Starring Kevin Kline, Kristin Scott
Thomas and Hayden Christensen, this
is the strangely named tale of family
relationships demolished and rebuilt, as
an estranged father and son demolish
and rebuild a ramshackle beachside
house. 

The emotional demolition begins
when architect George Monroe (Kline)
finds himself out of a job. “You’ve been
with us 20 years, George. That’s a long
time. Too long. We’re letting you go.” 

It gets worse. Leaving the building,
George collapses and is rushed to hospi-
tal. The prognosis? Terminal. And it
gets worse. Ex-wife Robin (Kristin
Scott Thomas) has reached the end of
the line with their teenage son Sam, a
nihilistic “goth”-style kid with a nasty
drug habit.

Let’s hit the pause button. The teenage
drug culture is pervasive. There are kids
like Sam in the families in your church.
You won’t see them on a Sunday. You

won’t even hear them mentioned …
because it’s too painful. Kids consumed
by the drugs they’re consuming, devoid
of motivation, headphones full of Marilyn
Manson, conversation replaced by spiteful
tirades. What do you do with a kid like
that?

For George, the demolition of his old
life is an opportunity to rebuild. And con-
veniently for the plotline, he’s going to
rebuild around the metaphor of the
beach-house that’s been his home for the
last twenty years. “Twenty years of hating
what you live in. This is the end of it,” says
George. And it is. But not until a few
other houses are put in order. 

First, it’s time for George to insist on
being the father he always should have
been. “Sam, you’re spending the summer
with me. We’re going to build a house
together.” “I’m not going,” spits a hostile
Sam. “I hate you.” 

Now correct me if I’m wrong. In most
families with a Sam, the story ends there.
But for George, “No” is simply not an
option. “I’m your father,” says George.
“You’re sixteen. And you’re going to do
what I say.” Yay George! Kline plays this
pivotal scene with just the right mix of
toughness and warmth, and leaves you
thinking that a bit more real fathering like
this might be the right first step in lots of
real-life homes.

Naturally, Sam is anything but an
enthusiastic worker. George encourages,
cajoles, shouts – and finally pays $10 an
hour – to move Sam from the lounge to
the sledgehammer. And finally, the walls
begin to come down.

As Sam softens, he starts to communi-

cate. And the cry for help is genuine.
“How do you become something you’re
not?” asks Sam. “What are you now?”
“I’m nothing.” And yet as the walls come
down and the beautiful new house takes
shape, so does the new Sam.

Life as a House is a movie that works
with a vivid palette of emotions, and does-
n’t hesitate to move into strong language
and the seedy implications of the teen
drug culture.
Most of the
darker issues are
suggested rather
than portrayed,
but if you see the
movie with a
savvy late-teen,
don’t assume
they’ll miss the
hints. (Naturally,
they’ll assume you
did.) But let’s not beat around the bush.
Here’s a life-like portrayal of a teen on the
brink of destruction – so let’s be real. 

Ultimately, this is a movie about taking
action and creating change. It’s a movie
about dads who dare to be dads. “I know
what you were doing,” screams Sam. “You
were trying to get me to like you.” “No,”
says George calmly. “I was trying to get
you to love me.” And for Dads with alien-
ated sons – even though real-life problems
won’t be ironed out so neatly in a 90-
minute package – there’s no more worth-
while pursuit. 

Phil Campbell is editor of Culture Watch,
and a member of the ministry team at
Mitchelton Presbyterian Church. ap
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Hills Family Funerals
Offering Christian Care & Concern

• Christian Funeral Directors
• David is an Ordained Minister 

of the Presbyterian Church
• Australian family owned and operated
• Kindness and understanding
• Bereavement counselling
• Serving all Sydney suburbs
• 24 hour service
• Pre-Paid and Pre-Arranged Services

(02) 9838 7711
Email: info@hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au  Web: www.hillsfamilyfunerals.com.au

David & Josie Brand

‘The Manse’
Stanley, Tasmania

Holiday Accommodation
3 bedroom furnished home
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family and friends

Very Reasonable Rates

For More Information phone:
(03) 6458 1116  (03) 6458 1321

Here’s a life-
like portrayal
of a teen on
the brink of
destruction –
so let’s be
real.



‘Larry, we have to talk,” I said as
my husband prepared to go to
work. Our argument from the
night before still hung in the air.

“There’s something wrong with our mar-
riage.”

“Judy, I have to go,” Larry said, clearly
irritated.

“Don’t you love me?” I asked.
“Sure I do. I have employees waiting to

be let in.”
“Larry, if you love me, why don’t I feel

it?” I needed him to put his arms around
me and reassure me.

But he didn’t. He just walked out the
door.

What had happened to us? Two years
before, when we’d committed our lives to
Jesus Christ, Larry and I had been like
newlyweds again. I was sure with God as
our partner, our journey through life
would be smooth.

But it wasn’t. Our first child, Matthew,
who was born shortly after we became
Christians, needed major surgery when he
was six weeks old. A few months later,
Larry lost his job. I thought about going
to work, but then discovered I was preg-
nant again. I was scared and needed Larry
to reassure me, but he couldn’t because he
was dealing with his own fears.

We started to fight, sometimes over the
stupidest things, such as the way he read
the newspaper or ate his cereal. I felt
guilty for my angry outbursts. Christians
didn’t act that way, I reasoned. So in the
name of peace, I swallowed my feelings
and prayed God would make Larry more
thoughtful, open, loving, and romantic.
But with each passing year, our fights
grew in frequency and intensity. We
became like strangers sharing a house.

I slogged through two years hoping
things would change for the better, but
they didn’t. Surely this wasn’t what God
wanted, yet I could see no hope of happi-
ness with this man.

In the heat of one of our arguments I
said “divorce”. Larry hardly winced. Maybe
it was the solution to our problems.

At the end of my rope, I confided in
my sister Barbara how unhappy I was. She
and her husband, Dave, arranged for us to
attend a weekend marriage retreat. They
took our kids and even paid the deposit.

While both Larry and I knew it was a
waste of time and money, we figured this
would prove to everyone that we’d tried.

During that weekend, one of the
speakers talked about his fear of being
unable to live up to everyone’s expecta-
tions. After that session, each couple had
some time to communicate with each
other their thoughts about what the
speaker had said. In a rare moment of
courage, Larry dropped his defences and
shared how he identified with the speaker
and how hard it was to please me, his
employees, his customers, his friends, and
his family. He even told me about the pain

of unmet expec-
tations he carried
from his child-
hood. 

As I listened
to his openness, I
could feel the wall
I’d built toward
him over the
years begin to
come down.
Through several

tearful conversations that weekend, we
were able to forgive each other for the
pain and hurt we’d caused and start over.

But it wasn’t until we realised how naïve
we’d been — thinking that because we
were Christians our marriage would be
perfect — were we able to uncover the
myths we’d bought into. While we realised
many of these myths were well-meaning,
they were destroying our marriage! 

After that weekend, Larry and I spent
several years blasting these seven myths
and uncovering the truth. Here’s what we
discovered.

Myth 1: If I have a daily quiet time and
attend church regularly, I’ll have a happy
marriage.

In church I’d often hear that if I’d
spend time with God every morning and
study the Bible, my life and marriage
would go well. So I started a daily quiet
time, began memorising Scripture, and

joined a women’s Bible study. I believed
these “religious” acts would help my mar-
riage be all I wanted. But when nothing
changed and, in fact, things seemed to get
worse, not only did I become disillu-
sioned with our marriage, I also began to
question my relationship with God. 

This is the truth: Every couple goes
through tough times — even Christians.
Jesus clearly states that “in this world you
will have trouble” (John 16:33). Does that
mean it doesn’t make any difference
whether we read our Bibles and attend
church? No. While God didn’t take away
those painful times, and he didn’t always
answer our prayers in the way we’d
assumed, he used our trouble to focus and
mature us through our prayers and Bible
studies.

Myth 2: Our marriage will be divorce-
proof if we’re both Christians.

This belief left us feeling ashamed
when we stood at the brink of divorce. We
didn’t think anyone would understand, so
we waited to go for help until it was
almost too late. 

The truth is: Being a Christian doesn’t
guarantee you won’t get divorced. Larry
and I believed that because we were
Christ-followers we’d live a fairy-tale life.
Christian therapist Roy Austin calls this
“magical thinking” and believes many
Christian couples struggle with it. He
says, “Magical thinking leaves couples less
prepared for the rigors of marriage.” This
may explain why Christian pollster
George Barna has found that the divorce
rate among born-again Christians is now
the same as for non-Christians. 

If Larry and I had understood this
truth, we might have gone for help
sooner. Today we are open and honest
about our hard years when speaking to
young married groups, which they’ve
found both eye-opening and helpful. We
just wish someone had told us this truth.

Myth 3: Scriptures can be a simple
guide for our marriage.

One of the hot issues with which Larry
and I dealt was who should handle

the money. We thought that to be scrip-
turally correct Larry should pay the bills
and balance the checkbook. He always felt
pressured by the time it took to do this.
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Marriage myth-takes
Struggling? You’re not alone, nor on your own.

Judy
Bodmer

M A R R I A G E

While we
realised many
of these myths

were well-
meaning, 
they were
destroying 

our marriage!
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Since he handled all our money, I never
knew how much I had to spend on gro-
ceries and clothes. This added to an
already tense situation. 

Here’s the truth: Scripture can be a
valuable guide for our daily living — as
long as we don’t misinterpret what it says.
Intensive Bible study taught us that God
intends for us to be one unit, submitting
to each other and working together for
the good of the whole. That means using
our giftedness. Right now, I have more
time available to handle our daily financial
tasks. There have been other times when
Larry took this responsibility. We’ve also
learned that together we make better deci-
sions than we do individually.

Myth 4: We need to keep our marital
problems to ourselves.

When I joined a women’s Bible study,
everyone I met looked happy and put
together. I knew no one would understand
that Larry and I sometimes said ugly, hurt-
ful things to each other, so I kept quiet
about what was happening in our marriage. 

But the truth is: God created us as social
beings to live in community where we can
help each other. That weekend retreat
opened my eyes. It was a couple daring to
be open with us about their problems that
began the healing in us. In James it says we
are to confess our sins to each other so that
we can pray for each other and be healed
(5:16). By keeping quiet, I hindered the
healing that could have come from sharing
with these other women who may have
been just as afraid as I was to share what
they were going through. 

Myth 5: Christian couples don’t fight.
I thought “peace” meant no fighting

and so I denied my negative feelings. I’d
let things build until I exploded over
something trivial. 

Here’s the truth: It’s OK to fight. In
the Bible it says, “In your anger do

not sin: Do not let the sun go down while
you are still angry, and do not give the
devil a foothold” (Eph. 4:26–27). At that
weekend retreat, we were challenged to
bring up whatever was bothering us
within 24 hours or forget it. 

When I got home, I decided to try it.
At breakfast Larry sat reading the paper,
ignoring me. It bothered me that the
paper seemed more important than I did.
In the past I would’ve buried my anger,
but instead I said, “I feel angry that you’re
reading the paper instead of talking to
me.” To my amazement, Larry put down
the paper, apologised, and we had a nice
conversation while we ate our cereal. I was
pleased it worked so well. Of course, it

didn’t always, but just saying the words, “I
feel angry,” helped defuse much of the
feelings I’d been carrying around for so
many years. It was like keeping the black-
board wiped clean. And then when we did
argue, it was over one subject, not ten. 

Myth 6: I need to pray for God to
change my husband.

I spent much time in prayer begging
God to change my husband. I knew we’d
be happy if only Larry were different. But
to my dismay, as much as I prayed, I did-
n’t see any significant changes in him. 

The truth is: God wants to change me
first. My prayer life changed dramatically
after I finally got the message of Matthew
7:1-5: I was a hypocrite, trying to take the
speck out of my husband’s eye, when all
the time I had this log in my own eye.
That log was so huge I couldn’t see what I
was doing to my husband. God revealed
to me that my judgmental attitude drove
Larry away and hurt him deeply, the exact
opposite of what I wanted. 

That day I prayed a new way. I prayed
for God to reveal my sins. As he did, I
asked him to forgive me and to help me
change. Instead of shame, I felt clean and
whole. Slowly, God peeled off layers of
old, rotten thinking, and beliefs and bit-
terness that were destroying my marriage.
I began to “see” my husband in a new light
and told him of the positive things I saw
in him. This encouraged Larry and helped
him grow into a godlier husband. It also
allowed me to accept some of his “faults”
that I never thought I could. 

Myth 7: My husband should be
stronger in his faith than I am.

Early in our Christian walk, a woman

told me that when her husband became a
Christian he instantly became patient,
loving, and romantic. I looked at Larry
and wondered why his conversion hadn’t
made a bigger difference in our marriage.
I decided it was because he wasn’t spiritual
enough, and so I began a mission of help-
ing him grow in his faith. I gave him
books, left him notes, and dragged him to
all sorts of conferences and seminars. 

But the truth is: We each grow toward
Christ in our own way and time. I

was critical of my husband’s lack of spiri-
tual leadership, which caused me to push
and Larry to retreat. Finally, God con-
victed me that I wasn’t responsible for
Larry’s spiritual life. It was hard, but I
backed off. That’s when Larry felt God
calling him to get serious about his rela-
tionship with Christ and he grew in leaps
and bounds.

Larry and I survived those early years
of mythical thinking. Now, after 33 years
of marriage, Larry makes my coffee every
morning, prays with me, listens to my
gripes, gives me encouragement in my
struggles, and accepts all my quirky ways.
It hasn’t been the easy journey I thought
it would be, but our love is richer for hav-
ing struggled. I thank God every day for
the reality of my marriage.

This article first appeared in Marriage
Partnership magazine (Winter 2002),
published by Christianity Today
International, Carol Stream, Illinois, US.
Judy Bodmer is author of When Love
Dies: How to Save a Hopeless Marriage.
See www.judybodmer.com. ap
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Fellowship from afar

I have watched with increasing alarm the
scenes of devastation brought about by
the bush fires in Australia. If the informa-
tion at hand is accurate it would seem that
many Australians have lost their homes
and businesses. 

We in Ireland have close ties with
Australia and I know that this tragedy is
impacting many of our members. Please
convey to your people the love, concern
and sympathy of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland. Assure them that we are pray-
ing for them. Our hope is that these diffi-
cult days will soon pass so that recovery
can begin. 

May God who comforts us in all our
troubles give you the compassion you
need as you seek to bring help and reas-
surance to your people. 

Russell I. Birney 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

No common ground

Re your November 2002 issue, “Islam,
A fighting faith”,  I believe there is a great
deal of confused thinking on this issue.
Christ taught that we should fight with all
our might against evil. Your article, I
believe, clearly shows that Islam must
always be diametrically opposed to all
things Christian.  

I put it to you that it is not just in “the
popular mindset” that Islam is increas-
ingly perceived as a religion associated
with terrible acts of indiscriminate terror-
ism. Those such as myself who have stud-
ied the subject at some depth are very well
aware the popular mindset is entirely cor-
rect. 

The time has surely come, when
Christians of all denominations must
make a stand on this and other moral
issues.  

Bob Dewar.
Samson, WA

L E T T E R S
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LettersAre you a recently retired minister
or mature Christian willing to con-
sider an opportunity to participate

in a challenging ministry?
The West Wyalong (NSW) Presbyterian
Parish is developing its Revive to Survive

plan for rebuilding its ministry. There has
been growth in 4 of the 5 parish congrega-

tions during the current 4 year interim
ministry which is expected to conclude
during 2003. The Elders are seeking to

ensure a continuity of ministry in a district
currently in the grip of severe drought.
With the commencement of major com-

mercial development, including Pace
Farms and Barrick Gold, West Wyalong

(6,000 district pop.) faces a period of pop-
ulation growth (Council estimate 20%).
Travel Allowance, Manse and ministry
expenses provided. Limited negotiable

salary contribution will assist a committed,
physically active self funded appointment

for an initial period of two years.

Ministry Vacancy –
Central Inland NSW

Your expression of interest is invited.
Contact: Interim Moderator

Rev. Sandy McMillan
35 Garland Street Wagga Wagga

2650 (02) 6925 1228, or
The Session Clerk, PO Box 101

West Wyalong 2671 
(02) 6972 3331.
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Matthew Henry’s
Unpublished Sermons
on the Covenant 
of Grace 
ed. Allan Harman

Inverness, Christian Focus Publications,

2002.

Reviewed by Bob Thomas

Matthew Henry was one of the great-
est Presbyterian ministers who lived.
His renowned Bible Commentary is
still widely used today. His wise, faithful
and pithy comments continue to bring
much spiritual blessing to the Lord’s
people. 

Born in 1662, the year in which thou-
sands of pastors (his own father included)
were ejected from their livings in the
Church of England under the Act of
Uniformity, he knew from earliest days
what it is to live under the sovereign grace
of God in creation, providence and
redemption. He was a contemporary of
Richard Baxter, the great pastor, and Isaac
Watts, the great hymn writer, thus living
in a golden age of Bible-believing
Protestantism. His own contribution was
made through his Commentary and a vig-
orous preaching ministry.

Allan Harman, Principal Emeritus and
Research Professor of the Presbyterian
Theological College in Melbourne, is one
who “follows in his train”, having devoted
his ministry to teaching Old Testament
language and literature to theological stu-
dents around the world and written sev-
eral books and commentaries, notably on
Deuteronomy and Psalms, also published
by Christian Focus.

Forty years ago his father, the late Rev.
Joseph Harman, passed on to him a small
vellum-bound volume containing the
manuscript of a series of sermons on the
covenant of grace hand-written by
Matthew Henry himself. Professor
Harman testifies to the blessing he has
received from reading these sermons.
“They are infused with evangelical
warmth,” he writes, “and we cannot read
them without being challenged by them.”
He has edited the manuscript to make it
more user-friendly.

Matthew Henry was a serial preacher,

and the sermons in this volume repre-
sent a series within a series, the last ser-
mon in the book being a revision of the
whole series. He was a serious preacher,
given to outlining an important doctrine
and applying it both to sinners and
saints in a direct, concerned and warm-
hearted way, all the while roving to and
fro throughout the Scriptures in illus-
tration and application of the theme of
the day.

Christians of our own day, and espe-
cially preachers, will find much in this
handsomely produced volume to inspire
them and to set an example for thor-
ough, faithful, practical and applied
exposition of the Word of God. It will
bring us to the realisation that those
who preach the doctrines of grace
should not do so as “chosen frozen”, but
as “warm Reformed”.

Bob Thomas is minister of St Kilda
Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Their God is So Big

Stephanie Carmichael

Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2000

Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

I hope this book sells by the truckload. I
will be recommending it as widely. It is a
very practical and useable guide on how to
be a Sunday school teacher and/or set up
and run a Sunday school. It will also be of
great help to anyone who wants to com-
municate the gospel to children in other
settings as well. I think here of those who
are involved in beach missions, holiday
clubs or even for those who deliver the
“children’s talk” in church. It is one of the
best books that Matthias have produced
in a quite a while.

Stuart Bonnington is minister of South
Yarra Presbyterian Church, Vic.

Let’s Get Married

ed. John Stasse

Church and Nation Committee, PCV 2001.

Reviewed by Peter Barnes

The Church and Nation Committee of
the PCV has produced a number of very
useful booklets on various subjects over
the years, and this one maintains that
standard. Let’s Get Married contains a
mixture of statistics and testimonies

which combine in about the right mix to
produce a booklet of 64 pages which will
help those involved with the venerable
institution of marriage. 

Statistics do not excite everyone, but
some of those quoted in this book are
quite to the point. In 1980 some 29 per
cent of couples in Australia cohabitated
before marriage, while in 2000 the figure
was 71 per cent. Those who cohabitate
before marriage are twice as likely to
divorce – contrary to the wisdom one
finds in advice columns and over the back
fence. Abuse too is far more common in
cohabitation than in marriage.

Bruce and Pat Christian make the
most helpful point that so many people
are concerned with finding the right per-
son rather than being the right person.
That surely is one of the key issues. We
are naturally self-centred, and society
today panders to that sin rather than con-
fronts it. 

A short and incisive work, which cor-
rects much of the woolly thinking to
which we are prone on this subject.

Peter Barnes is books editor of AP.

To End All Wars

Ernest Gordon

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002.

Reviewed by Stuart Bonnington

Just after Christmas I went down to our
local DVD shop to get some movies and
I came home with To End All Wars star-
ring Kiefer Sutherland and Robert
Carlyle, which presented one of the most
powerful true-life gospel presentations
one could ask for in what for all intents
and purposes was just a “normal” war
movie. 

The movie is very realistic at points and
therefore is not for everyone. The story in
the book is a bit different from the film, as
will quickly discover. 

To End All Wars deals with the dreadful
war time experiences of Ernest Gordon, a
Scottish soldier captured by the Japanese
when Singapore fell. He was forced to
work on the “Death Railway” between
Thailand and Burma. But simple and sin-
cere study of the Bible opens the gates of
eternal life in the midst of the most evil
and demonic of situations as the Lord
Jesus Christ reveals Himself in grace, love
and power. 

Borders stock this book in the
“Inspirational” section – little wonder.

B O O K S

Books



MARCH
21 Cecily Moar APWM / OMF worker

from Toowoomba West who served in
Korea for 22 years, now taking up a
position with the Central Korean
Presbyterian church, Belfield, Sydney.

22 The residents and staff of Dunbar aged
care facility at Salisbury, northern
Adelaide, planning expansion, and the
urgent need for new committee members.

23 Pray for licentiates who have completed
their theological studies and taken up
work in a parish to which they have
been assigned (their “exit appointment”)
including Richard Vaughan at Norman
Park, inner southern Brisbane; (about 30
c&a (communicants and adherents), 3
yf (younger folk – Sunday School and
youth) and 2 e (elders).

24 Nerida Bell APWM worker from
Ashfield NSW as she goes to Japan to
teach English in the church planting
team Chiba, eastern Tokyo after some
delay over visa requirments.

25 South East Mallee Patrol area, Vic., cov-
ering Wycheproof, Boort and Pyramid
Hill; with about 75 c&a, 15 yf and 3 e
which is now vacant.

26 The pupils, staff and council of Covenant
College Canberra Presbyterian-Christian
Reformed School.

27 Toowoomba South parish Qld including
Murphy’s Creek; with about 120 c&a,
21 yf and 7 e. Vacant.

28 Claire Schofield of Hobart, and Cherie
de Garis of Bicton, Perth as both seek to
build up teams of prayer and financial
supporters so that they can take up
Christian work in Asia.

29 Presbytery of Tasmania; 5 parishes and 6
special charges totalling about 20 congre-
gations with 960 communicants and
adherents; 1 ordained missionary, 3
retired ministers; Stephen Warwick clerk.

30 Two couples taking up exit appoint-
ments in the Presbytery of Canberra –
David and Cherryn Hassan at Moruya-

Narooma (3 congregations with about
90 c&a, 12 yf and 12 e) on the coast and
Mike and Kerry Pittman in the Canberra
suburb of Tuggeranong (Isabella Plains);
and keep praying for all getting reestab-
lished after the bushfire devastation.

31 Andrew Richardson in his exit appoint-
ment at Clayfield on Brisbane’s north
side (with about 50 c&a, 12 yf and 5 e).

APRIL
1 Gary and Margaret Ware as he takes up

his position as Colleague to Rod
Waterhouse in the Mt Gambier parish,
South Australia; with 5 congregations,
about 195 c&a, 55 yf and 15 e.

2 Theological Education committees,
national (convener John Davies) and
state (NSW, Bruce Meller; Vic, Bob
Thomas; Qld, Matthew Kim; SA, Reg
Mathews; Tas. David Mitchell; WA,
Keith Morris).

3 Ron and Jean Lyons who have been
working among the aboriginal people of
Cape York for 10 years, for the last two
years or so from a base at Weipa; and
finances to replace their patrol vehicle.

4 Richard and Rosemary O’Brien as they
work beside Douglas Robertson in Scots
Church parish, Melbourne, concentrat-
ing on ministering to the residential and
business community of the central city;
and Tony and Joyce Parle beginning
work in Epping-Lalor parish (about 35
c&a, 15 yf and 8 e ), northern
Melbourne.

5 Brisbane and Gold Coast Korean parish;
with about 210 c&a, 120 yf and 10 e.
Matthew and Julie Kim.

6 Our sister denomination the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern
Australia, with three presbyteries and
congregations in all four eastern states.

7 Heywood/Portland parish, western Vic.;
with about 80 c&a, 15 yf and 8 e. Ian
and Val Johnstone.

8 Antioch Korean parish, Mortdale, south-
ern Sydney; Ki Ok and Sun Ok Jung.

9 Jacquie McLeod APWM / SIM worker
from Kogarah NSW who has periodically
visited west Africa as an anaesthetist.

10 Presbytery of the Hunter NSW; 12
parishes and 4 home mission station
totalling 30 congregations with 1715 com-
municants and adherents; 3 defense and 2
hospital chaplains, 6 retired ministers;
John MacIntyre clerk.

11 Fremantle parish WA; with about 90 c&a,
10 yf and 3 e. James and Norma Nocher.

12 Adrian Scheple in his exit appointment
as Associate with Kevin Murray at
Hurstville parish (about 240 c&a, 70 yf
and 10 e) and Darren and Ruth
Middleton from Victoria starting work
at Caringbah parish (about 169 c&a, 45
yf and 15 e). Both parishes are in Sydney
South presbytery.

13 Joy Hill of Donvale, Melbourne, as she
seeks to build up a team of prayer and
financial supporters so she can take up
Christian work in Asia with
APWM/Pioneers.

14 Pray for peace and for service personnel
and civilians in areas of violence.

15 Matt and Kathy James in his exit
appointment at Croydon Hills parish,
Melbourne; with about 85 c&a, 10 yf
and 2 e.

16 Wahroonga parish northern Sydney;
with about 110 c&a, 35 yf and 8 e.
Murray and Lynn Fraser.

17 The work of Geelong North parish;
with about 40 c&a, 20 yf and 4 e and the
minister Allan Lendon recovering from
a serious health problem, and for Narelle
and family.

18 Presbytery of Melbourne East; 14
parishes and 2 home mission station
totalling 19 congregations with 1190
communicants and adherents; 1 theolog-
ical principal, 3 school chaplains, 1
ordained missionary, 2 retired ministers,
5 under jurisdiction; Kevin Childs clerk.

19 Caboolture parish north of Brisbane;
with about 70 c&a, 20 yf and 3 e.
Gregory and Helen Watt.

20 Bondi parish, Sydney; with about 45 c&a,
20 yf and 3 e. John and Katie Graham;
and the Christian Witness to Israel out-
reach to the local Jewish community
(Paul and Judy Morris) with hopes to
extend CWI work to Melbourne.

P R A Y E R

✃

Please send me Australian Presbyterian magazine  ...

1 year subscription ($32+GST) 

2 year ($55+GST) 3 year ($75+GST)

Overseas: $A43per year.  Donation.

Magazine Missions

Deliver to: 

Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . City/Suburb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P.code  . . . . . . . . . . . .

Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Payment Details

Please find enclosed 

Cheque/money order to Australian Presbyterian for: $__________

Please debit $__________ from my 

Visa Bankcard Mastercard

Account number: 

Expiry date:____/____     Name on Card__________________________

Signature________________________________

Please send completed forms to:
Australian Presbyterian PO Box 375, Kilsyth VIC. 3137
Phone: (03) 9723 9684. Fax: (03) 9723 9685. Email: austpres@bigpond.net.au

Subscription form 

A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  •  3 0



attempts to discourage Muslims from
converting to Christianity and prohibit-
ing or delaying baptisms.

Christians and Mandaeans are forced to
comply with various Islamic religious
observances, especially with regard to food.

The Reverend Andrew Ford, who has
just moved to Sydney after 18 months as
assistant Anglican priest in Broome, says
Curtin management was obstructionist. 

“The excuse was ‘operational con-
cerns’, but they would never give details.
Sometimes they would cancel at very
short notice. Curtin is 200 kilometres
from Broome, and they would only let me
come on Saturday or Sunday. 

“We weren’t allowed to meet as a single
group (there were some 70 Christians in a
centre population of 650), but only in
groups of 20 or less. There wasn’t any-
where in the camp where Christians could
meet securely without persecution from
the rest of the camp. When they tried they
were surrounded, and people threw things
at the Christians. We had to meet outside,
sometimes in 40-degree heat with very lit-
tle shade, or in the rain.”

One incident particularly disturbed
Ford, when centre management posted
the names of the Christians on a bulletin
board. Within minutes it had been taken
down by Muslims, some of whom began
to harass the Christians. 

“They said, ‘we’re going to contact the
authorities in Iran. When you get home
we’ve got proof you were involved in
Christian things’.”

Other harassment, according to Ford,
includes being roughed up, bullied,

and being excluded from general areas
such as the TV room. “It’s low-level, very
hard to prove. (The Immigration
Department) and ACM would never
admit it was religiously motivated.”

Several ministers report that
Immigration and ACM constantly denied
any problems. Father John Murphy of the
Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office
wrote on behalf of Mandaeans being
harassed by Muslim extremists at
Woomera. 

He received a reply four months later
from Multicultural Affairs Minister Gary
Hardgrave saying these were old allega-
tions that had been thoroughly investi-
gated and proved unfounded. Hardgrave
questioned the motives of those who
raised them.

Mandaeans say that the Immigration
Department allowed no baptisms – a cen-
tral part of Mandaean worship – for more

than two years. It is believed that after The
Age newspaper began making inquiries in
January three Mandaean baptisms were
allowed in Sydney, though this of course
might be coincidental.

The Reverend Andrew Watts, Uniting
Church minister at Kununurra, WA, says
the Curtin management had various
excuses for keeping him out.

“In the end I didn’t believe any of
them. For example, they’d say they had to
wait for the result of a Refugee Review
Tribunal hearing before a detainee could
be baptised, or it had to go to the minis-
ter’s office for approval. At other times
they were concerned that so many
Muslims were trying to convert – they
thought they were trying to improve their
chances of winning a case, which may
have been true for some.”

Watts says detainees who were moved
from Curtin to Port Hedland told him
that at Curtin it was the law of the jungle.
ACM and the Immigration Depaertment
“at the end kept out of things. The

inmates did what they liked, which means
the bullies did what they liked.”

The Reverend John Jegasothy, Uniting
Church minister at Dulwich Hill, Sydney,
says Tamils live in constant fear of Muslim
extremists at Villawood. “It’s such a
Muslim community, and just a few Tamils
sitting in the corner. They can worship on
their own in front of a picture, but when
they come out as a group, the Middle
Eastern people don’t like it. They say they
are worshipping idols.”

Also at Villawood, a Catholic bishop
was allegedly forced to remove his cross
before he was allowed in.

In Port Hedland, Tamils complain that
they were refused biscuits and soft

drinks to celebrate the Hindu festival of
lights, though both were regularly sup-
plied to Muslim and Catholic detainees. 

Also at Port Hedland, Christians had a
long struggle to obtain a prayer room for
Catholics, Protestants, Assyrian
Christians, Mandaeans and Hindus,
though Muslims have had a mosque there
for years.

One minister was refused entry to Port
Hedland for a service that had been previ-
ously arranged. The detainees were told
the minister had phoned to say he was
sick. He discovered the lie when detainees
wrote to say they hoped he was getting
better. 

This article is reprinted from The Age, for
whom Barney Zwartz is religious affairs
writer. ap
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Afamily who fled to Australia after
appalling experiences in Iran suf-
fered such religious persecution at
the Woomera detention centre

that all four were admitted to hospital
with psychiatric problems.

Australasian Correctional
Management, which ran the centre, asked
the Immigration Department to transfer
the Sabian Mandaean family to escape tor-
ment by Muslim detainees, and to be close
to critically needed psychiatric treatment.

ACM is believed to have told the
department that the family was peaceful
and did not take part in disturbances at
the centre, which earned them further
persecution. Urine was thrown on them,
they weren’t allowed to use facilities, and
other residents entered their room late at
night to taunt the family. 

ACM said the family – which is
believed to have been transferred to
Melbourne’s Maribyrnong centre – were
too scared to report the persecution. 

Complaints compiled by this writer
suggest that while the family’s experience
is extreme, religious hatred is a fact of life
in detention centres.

An Immigration Department spokes-
woman said she could not comment on
individual cases, but “allegations of persecu-
tion are taken very seriously by the depart-
ment and are investigated. To date, no
claims have been substantiated.” She could
not say how many had been investigated.

But complaints to the Human Rights
and Equal Opportunity Commission

and the testimony of clergy who visit the
centres suggest that Christians and other
minority groups face persistent harass-
ment and abuse by Muslim extremists,
and management indifference to their reli-
gious needs. 

According to representatives outside
the centres, Christians, Tamils and Sabian
Mandaeans (followers of John the
Baptist) in the centres live in fear. 

Elizabeth Kendal, principal researcher
and writer for the World Evangelical
Alliance Religious Liberty Commission,
points out that many Mandaean and
Christian refugees who enter Australia
without visas are finding themselves

locked up in “enclosed microcosms of the
hostile environments they fled”.

“It is not uncommon to find that in
nations such as Australia, where religious
tolerance is considered a virtue, talk of
religious intolerance is not tolerated. As
such, stories of religious persecution do
not impress governments that have no
desire to get involved in politically incor-
rect issues,” she says.

The Human Rights Commission is
following up a series of complaints
referred to it by Amnesty International
on behalf of Mandaeans, including an
attempted rape and several assaults.

Mandaeans have claimed Muslims
would not allow them to mingle or use
facilities and forced them to conform to
Muslim dress codes. They also have to eat
food prepared to Muslim religious
requirements, which contradict their own.
Having fled Islamic persecution, these
groups find it humiliating to have to con-
form to Islamic dietary laws in Australia.

Mandaeans say Muslim extremists
have defecated on them, and set fire to
Mandaean and Christian accommodation
when these groups don’t join planned dis-
turbances. Mandaeans say an extremist
religious leader in detention has issued a
“fatwa” that killing Mandaeans is sanc-
tioned in Islam. 

Amnesty International, which has
taken up the case of hundreds of
detainees, suggests the Immigration

Department sometimes turns a blind eye. 
“The authorities are basically indiffer-

ent to religion,” says John Clugston from
Amnesty’s national refugee team. “They
regard it as a nuisance, and there is also an
overall view that, within limits, detainees
can do what they like to each other. They
hope that if they do nothing, it may per-
suade individual Mandaeans, Tamils and
Christians to go home.”

A spokesman for Immigration
Minister Philip Ruddock says not every
incident between different groups in
detention is based on religious grounds.
“Some of it is just personal, and there is a
lot of counselling by the department,” he
says.

The spokesman says many of the com-
plaints are exaggerated, even outlandish,
and others are made months after the
event. “Quite often the allegation bears a
resemblance to reality, but not necessarily
an accurate resemblance.”

But the president of the Sabian
Mandaean Association, Khosrow
Chohaili, says: “What we are saying is
from letters from detainees to us. They
are in a very bad situation. They are cry-
ing. All we can do is speak out and ask the
government to act.

“No one cares, I can tell you. We are a
very small community, we have no voice.”

He says that although the government
denies that the Mandaeans face harass-
ment in detention, the fact that they have
been moved together at Baxter, separated
from Muslims, is a tacit acknowledgment.
There are 67 Mandaeans in detention,
mostly children.

Many clergy who visit detention cen-
tres say the centre management and

guards often make Christian worship dif-
ficult.

Some believe the restrictions on wor-
ship may breach Australia’s constitutional
guarantee of freedom of religion, let alone
the Detention Standards Document,
which carries a similar guarantee.

Complaints range from frequent and
apparently arbitrary restriction and can-
cellation of church services, up to

B A C K P A G E

Baptism of fire
Non-Muslims are being persecuted in Australian detention centres.

Barney
Zwartz

‘No one cares,
I can tell you.
We are a very
small commu-
nity, we have
no voice.’

...Continued on page 31
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