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editorial

S

ome years ago, Harry Blamires, in his hard-hitting
book The Christian Mind, gave a resounding wake-up
call to the church. “There is no room in Christendom
for a culture of the spirit which neglects the mind,” he
said. Blamires is right. Radical Christian discipleship affects
the mind. According to Jesus, the greatest commandment is
to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind” (Mt. 22:37).
This probably comes as unexpected news to many
Christians who think of Christianity primarily in terms of
emotion. However, according to Paul, the key to spiritual
growth lies in the renewal of the believer’s mind (Rom. 12:2).
Elsewhere he reminds us that a crucial aspect of discipleship
involves taking “every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).
Clearly, Christians are called to intellectual reflection and
the task of patiently persuading others of the truth of the
Gospel.
In this issue of AP we look at the case for re-establishing a
tough-minded Christianity. We explore new ways to nourish
and nurture the Christian mind. But we also do more. We
invite you to think Christianly about social and political
issues that affect us as a nation.
One of the most vexing issues of the past 25 years in
Australia has been our responsibility to our nearest neighbour, East Timor. In an exclusive article, Lansell Taudevin
reminds us that the people of East Timor have been savaged
in a way that no other population has in the 20th century.
Somewhere around 300,000 have perished (around 35 per
cent of the population) since Indonesia invaded them in 1975
with the connivance of the Australian government.
The immorality of this genocide was justified by successive
Australian leaders on the grounds that East Timor was an
“unviable state” and that its integration into Indonesia was
“geographically natural”. There was another secret reason
which the then-Senator Gareth Evans let slip in 1991. With
Indonesia in control, Australia believed it would receive “zillions of dollars” of East Timor’s oil revenue. It’s time
Christians put a biblical perspective on this shameful episode
in our recent political past.
Peter Hastie ap
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Minding our own business
The Church has given a good piece of its mind. Let’s get it back.

You say Western culture is anti-intellectual and image-dominated. What
do you mean?
In the modern world knowledge is the
basis for responsible action and culture.
It’s on the basis of knowledge that we give
dentists, for example, the right to put
their hands in our mouths but we don’t
give lawyers permission to do it. So it’s on
the basis of knowledge that we allow people to act in certain ways in the public
arena. If there is a crisis in knowledge,
there will be a crisis of responsible action
within society.
We now have a situation in western culture where people universally agree that
there is no knowledge outside the empirical sciences. This means that in important
areas of knowledge that we call the
humanities, such as religion, ethics, politics – all of the things that matter – we no
longer believe that it’s possible to have
true knowledge.

Can you explain how this has
happened?

J.P. Moreland
talks to
Peter Hastie
It’s a long and complicated story. It
involves developments in philosophy, theology and science over the past two centuries. However, a major factor has been
the emergence of an anti-intellectual spirit
within the Christian church. This took
place early in the 19th century when theologians began to talk about the Christian
faith in terms of emotion and feeling
rather than mind, thought and feeling. As
soon as the church pulled out of serious
intellectual engagement with the world, a
cultural vacuum opened up. And to fill
that vacuum, secular thinkers baptised the
empirical sciences as the basis for the religion of secularism.
Of course, the reason this creates a crisis is that it leaves people vulnerable to
their feelings and to the impressions created by image-makers when it comes to
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really important decisions. What this
means is that if a President wants to get
elected, he doesn’t have to convince people intellectually that his platform is superior to his rivals. He only has to create a
better image and induce warm feelings
towards his candidacy.
Again, when it comes to religion, people often change from one sort to another
because they like the way the new one
feels. So there’s a crisis of knowledge as
people opt out of the intellectual realm
and are led by their feelings. As a result,
the non-scientific domains are now dictated largely by how people feel about
things, rather than whether they believe
they are true.

So the make-up artist is more important than the speech-writer?
That’s exactly what I’m saying. Today
the make-up artist plays a more important role than the speech-writer.
Hollywood, rather than our intellectuals, has a greater influence on our culture.

How has this happened when education is so freely available?
I can only speak for America because I
believe that Europe is a different story. In
America, at least, the universities and the
schools were heavily associated with the
Christian religion and world-view for the
first 100 years or so after European settlement, during the Puritan period and up
until the mid-1800s. But in the mid-1800s,
a series of awakenings broke out where
many people were saved and became
Christians. These awakenings were very
emotionally oriented.
As a result, there was a definite shift in
American Christianity away from a theological understanding of the faith to a personal, experiential one. This shift had
already taken place in Germany and
Europe, especially among German theologians like Schleiermacher and others, who
identified the essence of religion in feelings and effects rather than in thoughts
and truth. When that happened, the
Church began to emphasise the individual’s experience of Christ, which is vital,
to the exclusion of thought.
And, as I said before, this led to an
intellectual vacuum in which colleges and
universities became more and more secular and the empirical/hard sciences came
to dominate the university.

How did the Church contribute to
the rise of anti-intellectualism?
In some pockets of American
Christianity, particularly among Baptists
and Methodists, leaders tended to stress
the practical application and pragmatic
value of Christianity for day-to-day life.
Of course, this was an important subject
but
they
over-emphasised
it.
Unfortunately, this created a generation
of Christians who lost touch with the history and theology of their faith. As a
result, people began to interpret the Bible
on the basis of the emotional impact of a
text rather than grappling with the historical and grammatical meaning of it.
This trend was counter-balanced in
certain parts of the Reformed and
Presbyterian Churches, especially in
Michigan and other areas, where theologians resisted this tendency by concentrating on the intellectual heritage of the
Christian faith. This tradition is still
strong today and intellectuals like Alvin
Plantinga, George Mavrodes and
Nicholas Wolterstorff have maintained
this emphasis.

What effect did higher critical studies
and Darwinism have?

Higher criticism and Darwinism have
both had a significant impact on the loss
of a Christian mind. Around the mid1800s, when the Church was moving
towards an emotional approach to religion
and away from a more balanced view that
included thoughts and feelings, scholars
in European universities began a massive
assault on Christianity. This assault took
the form not only of questioning the verbal inspiration and authority of the Bible,
especially the authorship of the five books
of Moses and of Isaiah, but it also focused
on whether the Gospels really provided a
reliable historical picture of Jesus.
This critical assault began in Germany
around the 1770s. However, by the 1800s,
German theologians had established a
trend in which it became popular to
deconstruct the Gospels by trying to

The Church
has lost its
courage in
evangelism
as well as
its moral
authority.

pared for this assault, but it didn’t really
care. After all, if you think that religion is
primarily about piety and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, why spend a
lot of energy battling the world in the
realm of ideas? Now, I’m not saying that
Christianity is simply a matter of the
intellect; it’s not. It involves the emotions
as well. But an anti-intellectual faith is a
dangerous thing and can lead to catastrophic results. Let me say again: it’s a
both-and issue.

So the Church retreated into disengagement?
Absolutely. The Church retreated into
a cave and lost the intellectual war and all
of its schools. The schools that had been
established by Christian denominations
turned liberal. So by 1930, the vast majority of mainline denominational colleges
were beginning to give up the uniqueness
of Christianity.

What’s been the impact of anti-intellectualism on the Church?

remove elements within them that they
believed were myth and legend. This usually meant getting rid of all the miracles. It
probably took about half a century for
that to hit America. So in the late 1800s
the higher critical movement arrived in
force in the United States. And this happened at precisely the time when the
American Church was least able to handle
it because it was losing its concern about
scholarship.
Then there was the influence of
Darwin’s Origin of Species in 1859.
Darwin’s ideas were a direct challenge to a
Christian view of origins, sin and historical development. So late in the 1800s we
have a confluence of three major trends
that were to have a huge impact on
American Christianity. First, we have an
anti-intellectual emotionalism emerging
in the churches. Second, critical scholars
began an assault on the Christian faith
using ideas that had become popular during the Enlightenment. And finally,
Darwin’s theories on evolution suggested
that the Christian faith was at odds with
empirical science. This was a dangerous
mix because it suggested that Christianity
wasn’t rationally defensible.
Sadly, the Church was not only unpre-

The main impact is that the Church has
lost its courage in evangelism as well as its
moral authority. Courage is a very important quality if you are going to evangelise
during times of persecution and speak out
on contentious moral issues. As the apostle Peter reminds us in his first letter, we
mustn’t be afraid in times of persecution.
Instead, we must be prepared to give an
answer for the hope that is in us (1 Peter
3:15).
One of the ways you overcome cowardice is to have a good reason for what
you believe. Then you don’t have to feel
insecure and defensive. However, if you
adopt an anti-intellectual approach, you’ll
soon begin to lose your confidence in
addressing the issues that are pressed
upon you. You will also lose your moral
authority to speak out because you can no
longer engage the issues intelligently.
When this happens on a wide front, the
Church begins to develop a “ghetto”
mentality where it’s primarily concerned
to establish little beach-heads of people
who are protected from the influence of
the world rather than a “battlefield” mentality of launching out and seizing enemy
territory. Then the Church speaks only to
itself and has nothing to say to the culture.

What has been the impact of secular
thinking on our view of knowledge,
religion and the ideal of a good life?
The dominance of the secular, scientific view of life has meant that people
have come to believe that scientific
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knowledge is the only true kind of knowledge and that the physical universe is all
that there is. This has meant that it
becomes impossible to speak about religious and ethical “knowledge”. Instead,
religious and ethical views are nothing
more than personal opinions. They don’t
qualify as “hard” knowledge.
As a result, in discussing religious and
moral questions, tolerance becomes the
supreme modern virtue. Of course, tolerance means that no one’s right or wrong
and everybody’s opinion is equal. This
means that you are intolerant if you say
that other people’s views about morality
and God are wrong. So, one of the main
implications of secularism has been the
muting of an absolutist voice in morality
and an exclusivist one in religion.
In secular culture people regard you as
bigoted if you have the temerity to say, “I
think this religion is true”, or “I believe
this moral option is correct”. Obviously,
this has had a devastating spiritual impact
on our society by creating a worldview of
ethical relativism and religious pluralism.
The other effect of secularism is that it
has altered people’s understanding of the
good life. In the ancient world, particularly in Greek and Hebrew culture and up
to the time of the Reformation, the good
life, the happy life, was a life of virtue and
character. So the happy person was the
person who knew how to live life well,
whose habits were filled with wisdom,
mercy, courage and justice. Now if we’re

To be led by
your desires is
to be led from
the bottom up.
You become
increasingly
enslaved to
your appetites.
going to describe the good life in terms of
a set of moral virtues that we ought to
imitate, we have to assume there is moral
knowledge. Otherwise, how can we agree
on what are the right virtues? But once
that tradition is seen only as a personal
preference, there is no content that can be
given to the good life. The good life has
come to be redefined as a life of pleasure
relative to what any one individual defines
it to be. So, the basic ethic today is: do
whatever satisfies you, as long as you
don’t harm someone else. This is hardly a
robust view of the good life.

M I N D

Why is the mind the critical faculty in
our personal identity?
Because the mind is the faculty that
places us in contact with reality. The mind
conforms itself to its objects. If you want
to conform your mind to the mathematical realm, then you have to learn numbers.
If you want your mind to conform itself
to biology, you have to know biology.
When your mind studies the truth in any
area of life, you subordinate yourself to
reality. That’s what truth does. And it’s
the mind that contemplates and evaluates
truth claims.

What is the connection between the
mind and the body?
The mind is an immaterial substance;
it’s not physical. I like to say that the mind
is what contains our consciousness and
makes the body living. So the body is
physical; the mind is immaterial. The
mind also includes the faculty of will or
choice. Now a rational person who is leading a good life controls his body by his
values and thoughts; he dictates his behaviour on the basis of what his mind tells
him to choose. That’s why Paul says: “Be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind” (Rom. 12:1). So a life well-lived is a
life that is led by the mind’s understanding of truth that then gets transposed into
behaviour through the body.
The other way is to allow yourself to be
led by your desires, which is to lead a life
from the bottom up. In this case, you
become increasingly enslaved to your
appetites and lose your freedom. The
more you indulge them, the less you’re
able to lead a life that’s truly free.

Does the Bible speak in specific terms
about this mind-body connection?
Well, the Bible makes it clear that the
mind or soul is not the same thing as the
body. Paul says to be absent from the
body is to be present with the Lord. So
the body and the mind are obviously different. Further, the Bible does talk about
the importance of knowledge or teaching
for leading the Christian life. On many
occasions Jesus refused to do miracles
because he was more concerned to perform what he saw as a greater task,
namely, teaching (Mk 1:38). Since teaching was so critical for Jesus, this surely
indicates the importance of the mind.

Why are our beliefs such an important part of our lives?
Feelings are important. The Bible
leaves us in no doubt about that (Mt.
22:37). But people actually behave accord-
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ing to what they really believe. They don’t
behave according to what they say they
believe all the time, but they do behave
according to what they really believe. If
you change a person’s real beliefs, you will
change their behaviour.
If a person has some money to invest
and they realise that some investments
make more sense than other investments,
they will change their behaviour in investing. The same is true ethically, and the
same is true religiously. If people actually
believe promiscuity is a source of a more
happy, fulfilling life, then they will act
promiscuously.

Why should Christians be concerned
about the beliefs and the assumptions
of the culture in which they live?
First, to make sure that those beliefs
and assumptions don’t impact adversely
upon them. It’s very easy to develop an
Americanised or an Australian version of
Christianity that isn’t biblical. Instead, it’s
a counterfeit Christianity that’s been distorted through the assumptions and
beliefs of secular culture. So we have to be
careful that we know what those beliefs
and assumptions are so that we can identify them and make sure that we’re not
being affected by them.
Second, we are trying to reach these
people. And we have to understand how
they think and why they think that way. If
we do this, then we will be able to build
bridges to them. For example, many
movies have themes in them that are true,
even biblical. Of course, the producer
probably doesn’t realise that. When we
analyse their assumptions we can say to
people: “I think this film is on to something here but let me give you the full picture.” When you consider that lots of people form their view of reality from the
movies, you can see how this type of
approach has the potential to introduce a
Christian world-view to others. It also
gives us the opportunity to critique the
popular assumptions and beliefs of our
secular age.

You have said that Christians need to
train their minds. Why do we need to
do that?
Well, let me give you an illustration. I
know nothing about spices and cooking.
My wife tells me that there are at least 15
or 20 different kinds of spices that she is
able to use. If I were to cook, I’d probably
put any kind of spice in the pot. They’re
all the same to me. However, I think
you’d agree that I’d make a lousy pot of
soup. On the other hand, my wife has

trained her mind to know that there are 20
kinds of spices and one works for one sort
of food while others go better with other
types. So she’s able to make distinctions
and to function better than I can because
her mind is better trained in this area.
Now, the same thing is true in life. If
you’re watching television or reading a
book and your mind is trained, you see
more things than if your mind isn’t
trained. How do you train a mind? You
exercise it. How do you exercise it? You
expose it to ideas that are slightly over
your reach. That means that you try to listen to speakers, sermons, and read books.
The idea is to read books or listen to tapes
that are a little bit beyond you. That
means that you have to step up a little bit
to get a hold of it. It shouldn’t be too far
over your head, but you need to expose
yourself to rigorous teachers and thinkers.
Now the more you expose yourself to
what they say, the more you exercise your
mind and develop your own ability to
think.

You say anti-intellectualism has led to
the phenomenon of the empty soul.
What is this?
The empty soul, or as it’s sometimes
called the “empty self”, is a person who is
overwhelmingly self-centred and narcissistic. Psychologists have now identified
this as a problem of epidemic proportions.
We see it increasingly in America among
teenagers and young adults. It manifests
itself as a childish, infantile approach to
life that is extremely self-absorbed. We are
now finding that people are taking to their
late 30s before they become adults.
Americans are continuing to engage in
teenage attitudes and behaviours up to this
age, which is evidence of the empty self.
Empty selves are largely absorbed with
body image. They are preoccupied with
physical attractiveness and live for food,
sex and exercise. As far as they are concerned, the universe revolves around
them. Everything else, including people,
exist as a means to satisfying their own
needs. According to them, even Jesus
Christ and God exist to satisfy a person’s
needs. So when the empty self comes to
Church, religion becomes just another
form of therapy. God is just another tool
in the bag of tricks that helps them to be a
success in their secular life.

If this describes us, what can we do
about it?
First, read the book of Ecclesiastes,
especially the first two chapters. They deal
with whether there can be purpose in life

if there is no God. If there is no God and
there is no ultimate cause for life, then
what we are doing to satisfy ourselves is
futile. And that should shock us into the
realisation that this approach to life is ultimately destined to fail. My only hope for
significance is to find it in a personal relationship with Christ and in service for
him.
Second, meditate on Matthew 16:24-27
about the path to fullness of life which
Jesus says comes through self-denial. So
true fullness of life comes from serving
others for Christ’s sake, rather than having them exist to serve me.

Doesn’t that sound like a contradiction?
I know it does. But C. S. Lewis once
pointed out that the idea of giving yourself away to get yourself actually makes a
lot of sense. He said, consider friendship.
If you want friends, you shouldn’t go
around trying to convince everybody how
cool you are. You will only turn everybody off. If you want friends, concentrate
on being a friend through serving others.
You’ll end up with more friends than you
could imagine. And the same thing is true
in life generally. If you spend your life as
an empty self, you’ll be lonely, isolated and
depressed. However, if you give yourself
to Christ and serve others, then you will
experience more satisfaction than if you
try to get happiness on your own selfish
terms.

Are there other habits we need to
develop to overcome the empty self?
Yes, there are. People need to get
together in twos and threes at church and
start reading books and discussing them.
Try to find others who are interested in
reading a book that deals with some issue
or idea. Be accountable to one another and
read the books together. I think churches
need to do a better job of having classes
where people actually need to exert themselves intellectually.
For instance, pick on an issue like abortion and find four or five other people in
the church who would like to learn about
it too. Make a commitment to read a
chapter every week or two and come prepared with something you’ve written on
that chapter to discuss together. Then, at
the end of the time, ask everyone to write
a letter to the editor of the local newspaper on the subject. Actually do something
about it. That’s a suggestion.
Here’s the important thing – although
you can lead a horse to water, you can’t
make it drink. So what do you do? Feed it

salt! It may be hard to get many people in
the church to try this approach, but don’t
worry. Just find a small handful of people
who are ready for this because most
churches have some people who are dissatisfied with anti-intellectualism.

Move with the movers?
Yes, and let them get a victory under
their belts so they start learning something about a subject in-depth. Before too
long, they’ll have read two or three books
together and think, “Hey! I’ve really
learned something”. Let them carry the
disease to other
people. So, even if
you start small,
don’t constantly
You can lead a
cry over how few
horse to water
people are doing
but you can’t
it. Rather, rejoice
make it drink.
over the small
So feed it salt.
number that are
and let them
spread it.

How important is apologetics for
evangelism?
Very important. We need to learn how
to defend the faith and answer people’s
objections and questions. It’s an essential
ministry. It’s not about winning arguments. You do argue but you don’t do it in
an argumentative spirit. But I think it’s
very important because apologetics can
help create a plausibility for the gospel
which enables people to consider it. Many
times people aren’t even willing to listen
because they have a misunderstanding.
For instance, they think the Bible was
written hundreds of years after the events
it records or they believe it’s all legend.
Whatever the problem, it creates a major
obstacle to them. However, I’ve found in
hundreds of evangelistic meetings that
I’ve done – and I’ve done hundreds of
them – that apologetics causes an audience of non-Christians to wake up and listen for the first time. Once they are presented with some good reasons for belief,
they develop a whole new slant on the
Christian faith and decide to look into it
even more.

What place should apologetics have
in the discipling of our children?
William Wilberforce, who was the great
abolitionist of slavery, wrote a book on
discipleship called Real Christianity. At
the beginning of the book he said that one
of the first things that we have to do to
produce disciples is to teach apologetics
to our children. Why? Because, he said, if
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that there aren’t clear answers; the problem is that very few people know what
they are because they’ve not looked into it.

In the New
Testament,
Aristotle’s form
of friendship
finds its
most mature
definition.

Some Christians believe that apologetics is a waste of time, that no one is
ever argued into the kingdom of
God.

we don’t teach our children why we’re
telling them what we do, when they get
older they could fall victim to ideas that
may undermine their Christian beliefs.

What are the main philosophical
objections that Christian apologists
have to deal with today?
There are various ones. I think one of
the main objections has to do with
whether we can actually have knowledge
of things that go beyond the five senses
and the hard sciences. That’s a big one.
Another one is whether there is anything
called immaterial reality. Or is reality just
physical?
The third one has to do with ethical
claims: are there really moral absolutes and
how can we know? And then, finally,
there’s still the issue of miracles. Is it reasonable to believe in them? Those are a
handful of areas, I think, that are important.

Are there clear answers to these particular questions?
Not only are there clear answers, but
they have been very carefully thought out
in a reasonable way. The problem is not

Most of the people who raise these
objections don’t do apologetics. People
who say it doesn’t work have never done
it. They’ve maybe tried it with a neighbour once or twice, got into an argument
about an issue and didn’t know what to
say. They did the best they could but went
away feeling like it was a failure. But people who regularly engage in this kind of
thing find that it is very effective. That’s
my own personal experience.
I’ve had a number of people who have
either come to Christ as a result of apologetics or, who have said that it was instrumental in getting to a point where they
were willing to hear the gospel from
someone else. I’ve had letters from people
who said they heard me give an apologetic
defence of something 10 years ago and it
wasn’t until five years later they heard the
gospel and accepted it. But it was an
obstacle that was removed in that lecture
that even got them to where they were
willing to listen five years later.

Does the idea of fellowship in the
New Testament imply an active use of
the mind? The way it’s used in
Christian circles today almost suggests it’s a pooling of feelings.
Yes. The key to the New Testament

K. M. SMITH
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concept of fellowship actually comes
from Aristotle’s notion of friendship.
Aristotle said that true friendship is not
simply meeting to enjoy one another; it
takes place when people band together to
encourage one another to make progress
in a life of virtue and wisdom – the good
life. So, according to Aristotle, friendship
involves facilitating one another’s growth
as mature, virtuous people. Now,
Aristotle didn’t know where that should
take place and he had an inadequate conception of it.
In the New Testament, Aristotle’s
form of friendship finds its most mature
definition in the New Testament term
koinonia. This fellowship is a joint participation in the gospel cause. And the
gospel cause is not just evangelising, but
it’s learning to submit to what Jesus
taught about becoming a mature
Christian. So fellowship involves coming
together to encourage one another to
make progress in our maturation and to
become more effective as ambassadors for
Christ. Now both of those involve learning how to think more effectively as
Christian disciples. It certainly involves
apologetics and learning how to proclaim
our message in more powerful ways to
non-Christians.

How can a church recover its intellectual life?
It has to start with the pastoral staff.
They have got to create more time for
themselves to engage in reading and
reflection. This means that they need to
delegate more administrative duties to
deacons and deaconesses who can do the
nuts and bolts of ministry. They should
confine their energies to teaching, shepherding and praying ... So if they’re studying, and having more time, that will overflow to the congregation.
The second thing is that the pastoral
staff needs to see its ministry as raising up
leaders for the church. That, at some
point, is going to involve equipping leaders to do the work of ministry themselves.
And that means they’ve got to understand
how to think as Christians. These are just
a couple of suggestions.
Dr J.P. Moreland is Professor of Philosophy
at Talbot Theological Seminary in Los
Angeles, USA, and the author of a number
of books including Scaling The Secular City
and Love Your God With All Your Mind.
Rev. Peter Hastie is minister of Ashfield
Presbyterian Church and issues editor of
ap
AP.
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Mind-readers
The Christian mind begins in the Bible, the whole counsel of God.

M

ost Christian students can’t
read when they arrive at university. It’s a reality we come across
every year in the ministry I
work with in Brisbane as an Australian
Fellowship of Evangelical Students staffworker.
Each February we welcome a large
group of students into our campus group.
Most of them are keen, intelligent
Christians from healthy churches. We
introduce them to a new style of Bible
study. Rather than a sheet of questions,
we confront them simply with the text of
Scripture. Rather than giving out answers,
the leaders keep referring questions back
to the group to resolve them together
from the text.
What we discover is that most of these
students today can’t read. Sure, they can
tell you what the words say. However, the
basic skills of reading comprehension –
looking at context, identifying structure,
working out themes – often seem completely foreign to them.
My experience of working with university students has confirmed what the history and sociology books tell me. We live
in an age that, by and large, no longer
believes in the value of the mind – and the
church has docilely followed the spirit of
the age.
Of course, the church has had good
reason to be wary of an over-confidence
in the mind. Some Christians have followed rationalism to deny the supernatural, reducing the Bible to a self-help manual. Others have constructed a dry-asdust orthodoxy that is all head and has no
heart-devotion to the Lord. In Scripture
we find various warnings against the limitations and dangers of knowledge.
“Knowledge puffs up,” Paul cautions the
Corinthians – a truth that can be confirmed by anyone who has ever won
Trivial Pursuit. So some Christians have
gone to the opposite extreme and emphasised the direct experience of God to the
detriment of knowledge and sound doctrine.

H

owever, as biblical Christians we
need to reject both the worship of
the mind and its modern denigration. The
gospel teaches us this. Every aspect of our

Jo
Richardson
created being, including our minds, is
made by God for his glory. Every aspect
of our created being, including our minds,
is naturally in rebellion against God. Paul
describes those separate from God as
walking “in the futility of their mind,
darkened in their understanding”.
When the grace of God comes to us, it
comes both propositionally and personally. We understand, however feebly, that
Jesus is our Lord and Saviour. We experience, however faintly, the renewing work
of the Spirit that gives us faith, cries out to
the Father, and transforms our lives. As
Paul tells the Ephesians “... if indeed you
have heard him (Christ) and have been
taught in him … lay aside the old self,
which is being corrupted in accordance
with the lusts of deceit, and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind”.

It’s not simply
a matter of
accumulating
more knowledge
– the world’s
solution to
ignorance.
Our minds are meant to be subject to
the lordship of Christ, being slowly transformed from their darkened and ignorant
state so that they’re dedicated to serving
and pleasing him.
How does this work out practically? I
believe there are two main implications.
We are to study Scripture, and we are to
study the world. The former, because it is
the source of all our principles for understanding reality; the latter, because it’s the
reality in which those principles must be
applied.
The need for rigorous personal study
of Scripture has always been an important
conviction in Reformed Christianity.

However the danger remains for leaders
at all levels to talk endlessly about the
authority of the Word, but never model
good methods of Scripture reading.
Preaching doctrine, preaching topically,
preaching on a single verse, are all valid
methods of imparting biblical knowledge.
However, unless leaders preach regularly
through passages of Scripture – demonstrating the process of looking at context,
identifying the structure, working out
what it means and how it should be
applied – then the congregation will never
learn how to read the Bible for themselves.
I am convinced that one of the reasons
young evangelicals are so vulnerable to the
cults is that their understanding of basic
doctrine is usually supported by prooftexts. When they are confronted with a
cult member who can present more convincing proof texts, they are easily
swayed. We need to ensure that our young
people don’t believe in justification by
faith alone just on the basis of one verse in
Romans. They should have discovered
through Bible teaching and study that it is
a doctrine found as thoroughly in Exodus
or Ezekiel as in Romans.
Second, the dedication of our minds to
God should lead us to think critically
about our society and its culture. Of
course, Scripture tells us the most important things we need to know about any
society – that it’s made up of created but
rebellious people who need to be called to
repentance.

D

etailed knowledge of any culture is
not necessary for this basic diagnosis
and prescription. However, if we are to
think in a godly way about the specifics of
our culture, we need to know what we are
dealing with. A doctor may know everything there is to know about human
anatomy and medicine, but she still needs
to examine her patient in order to explain
how her knowledge applies.
The wisdom literature of the Old
Testament calls us to be people who live
well, not foolishly, in God’s world. This
involves deep and thoughtful reflection
on the realities around us from the perspective of our fear of the Lord.
It’s not simply a matter of accumulat-
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ing more knowledge – which is the
world’s solution to ignorance. We don’t
need more Christians with university
degrees. We need Christians who, whatever their knowledge and experience, are
committed to understanding knowledge
and experience from a gospel perspective.
A commitment to thinking wisely
about our culture will benefit us, our
Christian family, and our witness. It will
benefit us because the reality is that
whether we like it or not, we all think about
our society and its culture. We are all bombarded with cultural information through
TV, advertising, newspapers, conversations.
We all take this information into our
minds, order it, make judgments about it.

A

s God’s children, our great desire
should be that these thoughts and
judgments are truthful and gracious.
However, if we think without biblical
reflection and without a wider knowledge
of the issues involved, we will often be
simplistic or plain wrong.
A pertinent example for Australian
Christians is the debate surrounding the
welfare of Aboriginal people. I am staggered by the number of Christians I hear

M I N D

confidently proclaiming the “biblical
stance” on issues involved in this debate –
when on further investigation they are
unaware of even the most basic facts of
Australian history. Such ignorance leads
not only to superficial and racist judgments, but it also has terrible repercussions for our Christian fellowship and
witness.
This leads to a second benefit of thinking more deeply about our culture, the
maturing of the Christian family, the
church. In a world that is hostile to
Christ, we need to be assisting each other
to think about the world in a godly way. In
this we have much to share with each
other – some have knowledge about history and society, some have special
insights into literature and art, some have
reflected on their experience as parents or
family members in helpful ways. Those of
us who are younger need to learn from the
mature reflections of older Christians –
those who are older need to ensure that
they have godly wisdom to pass on, and
not just entrenched conservatism.
Third, thinking more deeply about our
culture and society will benefit our witness to the unbelieving world. In our

evangelism we witness to a God who is
Lord of all the universe – his gospel is true
and has explanatory power for every
aspect of reality. We do him dishonour if
we present the gospel as though it applies
only to the individual soul and not to
physical and cultural reality. We also do
him dishonour if we, his people, disdain
the exploration and enjoyment of the
world he has given us richly to enjoy.
In a world which has largely given up
hope of finding meaning, we can testify to
the truth of the gospel by demonstrating
that it does give us the ability to live in the
world wisely and well.
In summary, God calls us to be wholly
his. Our minds, hearts and actions are to
be passionately dedicated to him and his
glory. It is our duty and our great blessing
that we can use our minds to understand
him and the world that he created. As we
do this, and strive to live out what we
learn, we honour him in our own lives, in
the building up of his people, and in the
eyes of our lost and chaotic world.
Jo Richardson is a staffworker with
Australian Fellowship of Evangelical
Students at the University of Queensland. ap
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Spun out
The best of the worldwide web for believers.

I

n 1994 when Os Guinness said evangelicals have “fit bodies and fat
minds” he was touching on the
malaise of the western mind, in particular, the Christian’s mind.
As good stewards of our bodies we’ve
heeded the call of the get-fit ads of “Life.
Be in it”, but what about our minds, or the
minds of our children?
Tackling the ever-present mental gymnastics of our day has left many of us flat
on our feet, with the tough runners miles
ahead. We need to exercise our minds so
that we can discern how best to challenge
our society to think about Jesus. Getting
our brains into shape means thinking critically about our culture and of a gospel
response to it. Among the useful tools is
the Internet.
On the worldwide web, there is much
to stimulate our minds. Some of it is
unhelpful, but there is a whole world of
information there to be engaged and considered.
The sites evaluated in this article are
designed to inform and generate discussion. They are sites operated by
Christians who focus on ways of thinking
about the gospel in the context of literature, science, law, arts and the media.
They are sites with information you can
use the next time you sit in the hairdresser’s chair and discuss the ethics of
stem-cell research for the cure of
Parkinson’s disease; or information to
challenge your next-door neighbour who
is a Muslim, or to help your son or daughter as they get fed Darwin’s theories on
evolution at school or university.
At the time of preparing this article
all these sites were working, although
many sites cease on the Net without
notice. The sites that I have nominated
have been chosen for the help that they
give in stimulating our minds, and must
be evaluated critically and with discernment. They are offered as suggestions
to help us think about the culture we live
in, and to recapture a sense of challenging ourselves to think with a Christian
mind.
Several factors guided selection of
these sites: their affiliation, the depth of
coverage in the material and whether any
biographical or bibliography information

David
Hassan
was given, including links to other sites,
and user-friendliness – that is, how the
information was indexed and whether the
hyperlinks worked.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.leaderu.com/menus/apologetics.html
Telling the Truth is affiliated with
Christian Leadership Ministries. This site
touches on provocative and important
topics with well-researched articles. The
information is listed alphabetically
according to title of the article. Click on
the “Leadership U” logo (in the top left
of page) to take you to the homepage for
this website.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Theology and the Sciences: History,
Present Conversations, Future Directions
http://sites.netscape.net/shaunhenson/
theoscience
Theoscience is a website for general
audiences maintained by Shaun Henson, a
PhD candidate at Oxford University,
England. He researches the interactions
between theology and the sciences. This
site has well-thought out essays, challenging and engaging material, which is
indexed topically. This site provides
excellent links with other web sites dealing with Christianity and Science.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.probe.org/
Probe Ministries is a US organisation
founded in 1973 covering a broad spectrum
of topics and issues, some dealing with
foundations for apologetics, others dealing
with writings from the early church. The
articles are well researched, with bibliography details given for further investigation. I
found the Current Issues and
Theology/Apologetics sections helpful.

http://www.ccel.org/
Wheaton College Illinois has a site,
Christian Classics Ethereal Library, in
which books by well-known authors can
be accessed as public domain. The links
are a bit cumbersome but worth pursuing
to get to the public domain information
on apologetics and practical theology. It
also has good links to encyclopedia materials related to Christianity.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.str.org
Articles and topics covered on the
Stand To Reason website are practical and
offer links to other sites for further help.
It includes articles on topics you may have
wanted to think about a bit more. The
information is ordered by topics and
offers essays on particular apologetic
issues. For example, in a section titled
Comparing Christianity to other World
Views, there is an article on Jesus and the
Gurus. This site offers a very good list of
related web-sites on apologetics.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.gospelcom.net/rzim/
Ravi Zacharias is a well-known international speaker and writer who challenges
Christians to think and engage the culture
we live in. Use the Online Resources and
Just Thinking sections to be able to get to
the public domain information on apologetics. This site also has a number of
reviews and promotional information
about Ravi’s publications and videos.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ctmag/
This is a well-known international magazine, which gives good coverage of issues
and events, particularly relating to America.
The “faith and thought” sections are worth
looking at, as are the search engines for
accessing other related web-sites.
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http://christiananswers.net/home.html
This site is run by Eden
Communications which has a particular
emphasis and affiliation with Answers in
Genesis and Creation Science. The site is
up to date, in its movie and general topical
review sections. It covers a large number
of topics and has good sections on current
issues facing Christians. In particular this
site gives insightful comment about developing a Christian mindset when we see a
movie, or read generally.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.ucalgary.ca/~nurelweb/
Cults and Religion is operated by
Irving Hexham, Professor of Religious
Studies at the University of Calgary.
Irving has a multi-faceted website about
studying world religions and cults. The
articles are well-written and researched.
Although more academically driven, its
in-depth information helps with thinking
deeply about the issues we confront. The
articles are listed topically, with a good
link to Calgary University’s Department
of Religious Studies for further research.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.gospelcom.net/apologia/
Run by Rich Poll, formerly of the
Christian Research Institute, Apologia
has a lot of information on cults. The site
lists a free quarterly magazine and free
access to back issues. You will need to sift
through the information with a particular
topic in mind, otherwise this is a good site
to just browse for topics of general interest. Make use of the content review section for topics found on the Home Page.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.gospelcom.net/
Gospel Communications International is an American organisation
intent on informing and challenging
Christians. This site is more devotional
than apologetic in emphasis, but is stimulating for thinking through issues. It is
also useful as a link to other sites.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.trinitysem.edu/journal/
journalmain.html
Trinity Seminary & Trinity College

M I N D

Indiana run this site aiming at the more
scholastically
minded.
Go
to
http://www.trinitysem.edu/phreschpage.
html for some excellent links. You will
need to do a bit of searching to find what
you are looking for with this site.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.alliancenet.org/index.html
The
Alliance
of
Confessing
Evangelicals site is run by a group of evangelicals who are trying to promote a
return to reformation principles. Look at
the Publications and Articles section to
access the information you want. This
site is well-managed, although you will
need to navigate your way around it. The
material is well-researched and engaging,
with good bibliography references.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.Jesus.com.au
This is an Australian magazine run by
Nigel Chapman. It is a topically driven site
which looks at a Christian response to The
Jesus Seminar, Wicca, and naturalism. I
found some of the hypertext links didn’t
work well, but the site is worth investigation.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.iclnet.org
Institute for Christian Leadership is a
good site for linking to whatever topic
you are looking for. The information is
indexed by topic heading.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/
christian-resources.html
Related to the Internet Christian
Library, the Not Just Bibles site is a window into other sites, with links to both
apologetically-related and general devotional material.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

http://www.siu.edu/departments/cola/
philos/SCP/
Linked with Calvin College this has a
great list for other sites it recommends.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.ciltpp.com
The Canadian Institute for Law,
Theology & Public Polity site offers
some good links for books, particularly
relating to Christians, apologetics and
legal matters. You can find some sample
chapters of various books along with
good biographical information on various
authors.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

www.answers.org
Bob & Gretchen Passantino are the
authors of this site. You will need to click
onto the “apologetics” section for access
to good links and further resources.
Articles given are short with good references to sources used.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

I

f you find that you are one of the
“cyber-challenged” and that the
Internet is still something for another day,
there are two magazines you may want to
look at. These are Table Talk and Moody
Monthly.

Table Talk
This is a devotional monthly publication, which is affiliated with R.C. Sproul
and Ligonier Ministries. The articles in
this publication are punchy, informative
and challenging about how we think
about the world we live in. The magazine
contains a daily devotional section along
with more thematically-related articles.
It is also available on the Net:
www.ligonier.org

Moody Monthly
www.gospelcom.net/apologeticsindex/
This site is based in Amsterdam with
an emphasis on cults and apologetics
offering interesting apologetics issues
listed alphabetically. The site includes
recent articles, book reviews and links
with other sites relevant to any topic
being researched.
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This is an engaging US magazine
which touches on issues important to
Christians and seeks to encourage us to
engage the culture we live in.
www.moody.edu/MOODYMAG

David Hassan is a third-year candidate at
PTC, Sydney. He was previously a social
ap
worker in Albury, NSW.
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long service leave working among the
Mursi people under the guidance of SIM.

Lecturing in India

R

ev. John Ellis and his wife Lynette,
from the Clarinda parish in Melbourne
left in July for Dehra Dun in Northern
India, where John will be a guest lecturer
at the Presbyterian Theological
Seminary with Australian Presbyterian
World Mission.

Appointments

R
onald William Gerard, ordained an
elder of St Andrew’s Presbyterian
Fire on the mountain

F

ire on the Mountain, an annual
Christian worldview teaching weekend
held on Mt Tamborine in south-east
Queensland, is now in its seventh year.
This year it’s the weekend of 7 to 9
September. As usual, the weekend features keynote addresses and four seminars
on Saturday.
This year the keynote speaker is Dr
Peter Lillback, adjunct professor of historical theology at Westminster
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, USA,
on building a biblical worldview – what
difference does it make?
Meredith Plant, a primary schoolmusic specialist and an accomplished
artist, will lead a seminar on “Christians,
the Arts and Culture: Creativity and the
Nature of God”, looking at a biblical view
of creativity.
Rev Steve Teale tackles “Music in worship: major or minor?’ Steve has pastored
churches in NSW and Queensland since
1988. He organises a musician’s conference each year to develop musical talent.
David Wauchope, vice-president of
Christian Solidarity, an interdenominational human rights organisation for religious liberty, will speak on, “Justice and
mercy: biblical principles and practice”,
and Dr Noel Weeks will cover the Bible
and historical/archaeological evidence.
For further information, see advertisement on the inside front cover.

Ethiopia-bound

Rev. William Morrow and his wife
Leonie, from the Penrith Parish at the
foot of the Blue Mountains, left for
Ethiopia on 11 July. They will spend their

Church, Townsville, in 1948, has been
made elder emeritus, as health problems
now prevent him from being active on
session.
Another longserving
elder,
Angus Love, of St
John’s Church,
Hobart,
was
awarded the status
of elder emeritus,
and presented with
a framed certificate
on 13 May. Mr
Love also became
an elder in 1948,
Angus and Joan and spoke of the
Love with the St great blessings in
John’s Minister,
having a supportive
Rev. Rob White,
wife for such a long
after the service.
haul.
Raymond John Cullen and Glen
Robert Joseph Millar were both ordained
and inducted into the eldership at
Springsure Presbyterian Church in
Queensland on 27 May.
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
The Entrance, NSW, was packed for the
ordination and induction of licentiate
Robert Andrew Boase by the Presbytery
of the Central Coast on 30 May. The
service was led by the moderator of
Presbytery, Rev. Jamie Newans, and Rev.
Esa Hukkinen from the Westlakes Parish
preached.
John McGregor, Phil Patch and Barry
Brown were ordained and inducted elders
at Westlakes’ Home Mission Station,
NSW. This is Westlakes first permanent
session since the church was planted at
Warnervale.
The Presbytery of Wagga Wagga
ordained Peter Pallett for the ministry of
the Word and Sacrament and inducted
him into the pastoral charge of Corowa
on 12 June.

Bexley’s gala

B

exley Presbyterian Church held a
winter gala evening on 30 June, with a candlelit three-course dinner and a speech
from Rev. Peter Barnes, held in an elegantly decorated hall. Simon Winter
reports that the event was so successful
the church hopes to hold more.

The chattering classes

A

s most states have concluded their
assemblies, including our General
Assembly, the following poem from the
Ann Street Newsletter and submitted by
Barbara Harvey may be very relevant. It’s
titled I’m on a Committee.
Oh give me pity, I’m on a committee,
Which means that from morning till night
We attend and amend and contest and
defend
Without a conclusion in sight.
We confer and concur, we defer and demur;
And reiterate all of our thoughts.
We revise the agenda with frequent
addenda,
And consider loads of reports.
And through points of procedure we run.
But though various notions are brought up
as motions,
There’s terribly little gets done!
We resolve and absolve but we never dissolve,
Since it’s out of the question for us.
What a shattering pity to end our committee,
Where else could we make such a fuss?

across
australia
Bibles survive SA challenge

Tto wodropAdelaide
hotels reversed a decision
Gideon’s Bibles from its rooms
after a public outcry. Management at the
Singaporean-owned Stamford Plaza and
Stamford Grand said “Australia is a multi-
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faith society and hotel guests cannot be
assumed to be Christian”.
Gideons began placing Bibles in hotel
rooms in the US in 1908. It now does so
in 175 countries. The billionth copy of
the Scriptures – either the Bible or a
small New Testament – will be placed
this year. Funding is entirely from donations.
Gideons did not complain to Stamford,
but upset callers lit up the hotel switchboards over the next few days. Newspaper
columnist Peter Goers wrote: “Jesus wept
and so did I when I read last week the
management … had removed all the
Gideon Bibles from their rooms. No one,
not a single soul, lost or found, has complained about having the Gideon Bible in
their rooms at those hotels, but this is a
wretchedly good example of religio-political correctness gone mad. The Bible has
been removed in case someone complains.”

Spong “denies Christianity”

E

W

S

Double duty

T

he Rev. Canon Dr Peter Jensen was
made bishop and archbishop – of Sydney
– in the same service on 29 June. As the
11th Archbishop of Sydney, the former
principal of Moore College brings a background of biblical knowledge and the ability to teach others the truths of the
Scriptures.

Coptic protest

T

he Coptic Orthodox Church of
Australia, led by His Grace Bishop Suriel
of Melbourne and New Zealand and
Affiliated Regions, conducted peace
protests in Melbourne and Sydney, on 27
and 28 June, “seeking justice for Christian
Copts in Egypt” and a range of issues in
which human rights have been denied in
their homeland.

KidsGames

D
r Paul Barnett, Bishop of North ‘KidsGames” – an innovative initiative
Sydney, released a statement during the moving rapidly around the world that is
Australian visit of Bishop John Shelby
Spong. He wrote: “Bishop John Shelby
Spong, former Bishop of Newark, cares
deeply about the underprivileged and
marginalised. He is a man of considerable
personal charm with formidable media
and communication skills.
“Sadly, however, the bishop has by now
publicly denied every major tenet of
Christianity. He rejects the virgin birth of
Jesus, many of the teachings of Jesus, the
miracles of Jesus and his deity and bodily
resurrection. These denials do not arise
from the bishop’s own scholarly research.
His beliefs are derivative, mostly from the
old theological liberalism of the late
1800s.
“His own diocese saw a decline in
numbers during his episcopate.”
See Essay, Page 28.

reaching children and families with the
gospel – will have an Australian pilot later
this year.
When KidsGames were held in Egypt
and Sudan, more than 40,000 children
took part. The churches in Egypt saw a 30
to 50 per cent average increase of children
attending Sunday School.
KidsGames involves many churches
across a city or region, integrating
sports and games, athletes’ testimonies
and a challenging Bible curriculum to
help children meet and grow in Jesus.
KidsGames begin and/or end with an
intergroup sports competition and a
festival-like Ceremony. The Australian
pilots will be in Sydney and
Launceston.
For more information, contact
www.sportsoutreach.org

Prime time

Arncliffe Studios
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Third generation since 1906
Stained Glass • Windows/Leadlights •
Design and Restoration

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
K J Little, 17 Barden St, Arncliffe, NSW,
2205

Phone (02) 9567 7348

world
news

TTimers
he first Australian Rally for Prime
is being organised by Missions
Interlink Victoria at the Bible College
of Victoria on 1 September. For those
who feel they still have some “get up and
go” this will be an opportunity to discover what God has in store for them for
the rest of their lives. The day costs $20
or $35 a couple, including morning tea
and lunch. A number of mission agencies will have displays and representatives.
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Godless Yorkshire

Scounty
outh Yorkshire is the least devout
in England, with a smaller proportion of people attending Christian services on Sundays than in any other part of
England, new figures show.
Just 4.5 per cent go to church on
Sunday, according to the first county-bycounty breakdown which shows large
variations across the country. Christian
leaders said that the figures – which
include Anglicans, Catholics, Baptists,
Methodists and Pentecostalists – would
alarm those in the areas facing the fastest
decline.
The survey showed that Sunday
churchgoing nationally had fallen from
11.7 per cent in 1979 to 7.5 per cent in
1998. The study’s compiler, Dr Brierley,
said a significant number of people now
went to church on days other than
Sunday. “For every 10 people who go on a
Sunday, there’s another one who goes
midweek,” he said, adding that people
increasingly spent Sundays working, playing sports, visiting friends, shopping “or
it’s Dad’s day, with increasing divorce”.
The figures show, however that the overall decline has been huge. He said: “The
main reason is the drastic drop in child
attendance. In 1979 there were 1.4 million
children in church. Today there are
700,000. The Church is bleeding to
death.”

Indian outreach

T

wo
people
from
Operation
Mobilisation India have arrived in
Singapore to start a ministry among
immigrant Indian workers. Sagayraj and
Shankarguru will study at a theological
college and spear-head outreach to the
large Indian community as part of their
college placement.

N

Kenneth Bong of OM Singapaore
writes: “The possibilities for outreach are
tremendous. In the next three months,
they will do a ground survey of the
Indians and the efforts others are making
to reach them. Then we will formulate our
plans for ministry. We need wisdom as we
launch out.”

Hungary for the gospel

Tseems
he buzz among Hungarian Christians
centred on the latest work of the
World Bible Translation Centre.
According to WBTC’s Roger Massey,
they’re excited to have the gospels in
something newer than the much-used
translation dating back to the late 16th
century. “Church planters find this translation useful because there’s not as much
explaining about what this text is saying.
A reader who doesn’t have any kind of
Christian background can sit down and
understand what the gospel is saying.”
Massey says 10,000 copies of their
Hungarian Easy-to-Read Gospel of John
were distributed.
Mission Network News

Embryo ethics

A

debate has erupted in Germany over
the ethics of research in biotechnology
and particularly the use of embryos for
genetic inquiry and diagnosis. A similar
debate is taking place in Australia, but in
Germany the issues being discussed are
further clouded by memories of the Third
Reich.
The debate is between Chancellor
Gerhard Schroder, who is taking a generally laissez-faire view, arguing that gene
technology produces new drugs, creates
new jobs and presents new opportunities

“ACTS OF FAITH”
by Barbara Petersen
The story of the building of the
Church of St Andrew Canberra
This book traces the story of the
development of the Church and its people
from the early beginnings in a sheep paddock to the Church today in close proximity
to Parliament House.
Available from:
St Andrew’s Church Book Sales Committee
PO Box 3177 Manuka ACT 2603
Cost: $25.00
Phone: (02) 6295 3457
Please make cheques payable to St Andrew’s Book
Sales Committee
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for Germany, and President Johannes
Rau, who is quoted as saying “Where
human dignity is affected, economic arguments do not count.”
Much of the debate centres on whether
to allow genetic research on embryos –
currently banned under a 1990 law – and
what to do about the practice, permitted
in some other European countries, of
analysing in vitro embryos for possible
defects before implantation in the womb.
New York Times

Challenge for Chad

C

had is strategically placed to have a
major influence upon its neighbors.
“Chadians travel to all these (neighboring
countries), and some of them are
Christians taking the gospel message,”
said a local church leader. To impact the
region effectively, however, Christians in
Chad must impact the northern part of
their own country, which is predomi-

nantly Muslim. “People are afraid of persecution when they go against their traditional background and religion,” a church
leader said.
Compass Direct

Praying teacher sacked

Abegan
ttorneys for The Rutherford Institute
the trial phase in June of a court
battle with the Board of Education of the
City of New York over the abrupt termination of Hispanic schoolteacher Mildred
Rosario.
Rosario, a sixth-grade teacher at an
inner city Bronx middle school, was fired
for praying with her students and answering their questions about death, God and
heaven following the drowning of a classmate. Attorneys asked the jury to decide
whether the Board of Education overstepped its bounds when it fired Mildred
Rosario simply for answering her students’ questions about her faith.

Christian Education Committee

POSITION VACANT
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO
THE CONVENER (PART-TIME)
The Christian Education Committee is responsible to serve the Church in Gospel
ministry by providing quality training and publications supported by Information
Technology and access to reviews of other practical ministry resources.
We are looking for a qualified person to share that vision and work for its
fulfilment as Administrative Assistant to the Convener.
This is a permanent part-time (two days) position with remuneration at a rate prescribed
for a Grade 3 Clerk in the Clerical and Administrative Employees (State) Award.
The successful applicant will work under the direction of the Convener and be responsible
for financial administration, telephone reception, correspondence, filing, record-keeping and
collating publications with additional responsibilities being assigned from time to time.
THIS POSITION INVOLVES INTERACTION WITH MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
CHURCH AND SEEKS A PERSON WITH THE FOLLOWING CHARACTERISTICS AND SKILLS:

• personal commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord
• personal commitment to the growth and welfare of the Presbyterian Church
• well-developed skills in personal relationships
• a good phone manner
• significant computer literacy with particular experience in the use of Microsoft Office –
Word, Excel, Outlook, and Publisher.
• experience in book-keeping knowledge
• working knowledge of MYOB in relation to BAS statements essential
• Purchasing, invoicing and producing stock as required.
DESIRABLE ATTRIBUTEES :

• familiarity with the procedures and practices of the Presbyterian Church in NSW
• willlingness and ability to acquire any skills that might be lacking
In addition to a C.V. outlining relevant training and experience, applicants should include
a testimony of their life as a Christian, their church involvement and any training they
might have received in Christian ministry. Applicants should include the names,
addresses and phone numbers of two Referees whom may be approached in confidence.
One of these Referees should be the applicant’s present Minister.
QUESTIONS AND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS (MARKED CONFIDENTIAL)
MAY BE ADDRESSED TO:

Convener of Christian Education Committee, 18 Marsden Road, St Marys NSW 2760
Phone/Fax (02) 9623 1040
Email: paulnellies@one.net.au
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Feeding the masses
An outreach plan is bringing books to African and Asian pastors.

F

or those who want to contribute to
efforts to bring the Gospel to various parts of the world, but are
unsure how to go about it, Robin
and Margaret Bird (formerly of Australia)
of Christian Books for Africa are coordinating an exciting project.
The rapid growth of the Christian
Church in Africa, particularly subSaharan Africa, is fuelling the need for
Bibles and good Christian books.
Launched five years ago, the Books for
African Pastors project seeks to place valuable gospel literature into the hands of pastors, Bible students and other Christian
workers at heavily subsidised prices. Robin
and Margaret negotiate with publishers,
including Banner of Truth, Bryntirion
Press, Christian Focus, Evangelical Press
and Day One to obtain generous discounts on quantities of books. Their
vision is to make good books available at

the lowest possible prices.
Book sets are made available to Christian
workers in Chad, Congo, Madagascar,
Sudan, Central African Republic, Kenya,
Uganda, Zaire and Namibia.
Those who have received the book sets
have responded enthusiastically to the literature.
Dr Tony Sargent, principal of
International Christian College, Glasgow,
said: “Wherever I go, I’m asked the same
question, ‘How can we get good, affordable books?’ I met one African pastor in
charge of 70 churches. His desk was an
upturned orange box. He had one paperback and a well-thumbed Bible. An
extreme case? Yes … but few students
leave Bible College with more than a
dozen books. We need to remedy the situation as quickly as possible,”
Book packs include classics such as
Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan),

Expository Thoughts on Mark (J.C. Ryle),
Summary of Christian Doctrine (L.A.
Berkhof), Christian Handbook (P.
Jeffrey), and How to Read the Bible for all
it’s Worth (D. Prime). There are currently
three book packs – one for those who
have had theological training, one for
those without formal training, and a set of
books written in French.
Recently the Birds began expanding
their work into Asia as well. The cost of
book sets sent to Asia average $55, and
the Christian workers who receive a set
generally like to contribute $15-$20. This
leaves around $35 to be made up for each
set, and it is hoped donations will cover
this shortfall.
To help, contact Robin Bird at robin.bird
@amserve.net or, for Asia, David Renshaw,
acting secretary of this project, at 2/45
ap
Parkhill Road, Kew, Vic 3101.

Menkawum Ngurra
Hall’s Creek People’s Church Aged Care Facility
SECOND IN CHARGE
The management committee of the Hall’s Creek People’s Church Aged Care Facility invites expressions of interest
for the position of assistant supervisor (second in charge), expected to commence around mid-September 2001.
This position is Monday to Friday day shifts with a significant on call component.
The aged care facility is situated in the Kimberley region of WA, close to a number of tourist attractions.

Duties will involve:
Supervision of personal care, kitchen and laundry staff.
Responsibility for ensuring the delivery of high quality care to residents.
Responsibility for resident assessment and RCS documentation.

Qualifications
Essential: Substantial aged care experience.
Experience with RCS documentation and accreditation process.
Experience in the supervision of staff.
Sympathetic to the Christian values espoused by the Hall’s Creek People’s Church.
Preferred: Authority to practise as a registered nurse in WA
Experience in remote areas with indigenous people.
Furnished accommodation is available at a subsidised rental.
An attractive salary package will be negotiated with the successful applicant.

For enquiries or further information:
Call Rod Henderson on (08) 9168 6524. Fax (08) 9168 6535 Or email: hallscreekagedcare@bigpond.com
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C. S. Lewis
C.S. Lewis is widely regarded as the
foremost Christian apologist of the 20th
century. As an Oxford don, he was a
world authority in literary criticism
who happened to instruct more people in
the reasonableness of the Christian faith
than any other writer in the past century.
A prolific author, Lewis became famous
for his children’s series, The Chronicles
Of Narnia, and wrote a splendid science fiction trilogy, Out of the Silent
Planet. He won a tremendous following
through his religious books – Mere
Christianity, The Screwtape Letters,
The Problem of Pain, Miracles, The
Four Loves and others – books which
are still read in their thousands today.
His autobiography was Surprised by
Joy.

T

he odd thing was that before God
closed in on me, I was in fact
offered what now appears a
moment of wholly free choice. In
a sense. I was going up Headington Hill
on the top of a bus. Without words and (I
think) almost without images, a fact about
myself was somehow presented to me. I
became aware that I was holding something at bay, or shutting something out.
Or, if you like, that I was wearing some
stiff clothing, like corsets, or even a suit
of armour, as if I were a lobster.
I felt myself being, there and then,
given a free choice. I could open the door
or keep it shut; I could unbuckle the
armour or keep it on. Neither choice was
presented as a duty; no threat or promise
was attached to either, though I knew
that to open the door or to take off the
corslet meant the incalculable. The choice
appeared to be momentous but it was
also strangely unemotional. I was moved
by no desires or fears. In a sense I was not
moved by anything. I chose to open, to
unbuckle, to loosen the rein. I say, “I
chose,” yet it did not really seem possible
to do the opposite.
I felt as if I were a man of snow at long
last beginning to melt. The melting was
starting in my back – drip-drip and
presently trickle-trickle. I rather disliked
the feeling ...

People who are
naturally religious
find difficulty in
understanding the
horror of such
a
revelation.
Amiable agnostics
will talk cheerfully
about
“man’s
search for God”.
To me, as I then
was, they might as
well have talked
about the mouse’s search for the cat.
You must picture me alone in that
room in Magdalen, night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted even for a
second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of him whom I so
earnestly desired not to meet. That which
I greatly feared had at last come upon me.
In the Trinity Term of 1929 I gave in, and
admitted that God was God, and knelt
and prayed: perhaps, that night, the most
dejected and reluctant convert in all
England.
I did not then see what is now the most
shining and obvious thing: the Divine
humility which will accept a convert even
on such terms. The Prodigal Son at least
walked home on his own feet. But who

can duly adore that Love which will open
the high gates to a prodigal who is
brought in kicking, struggling, resentful,
and darting his eyes in every direction for
a chance of escape? The words compelle
intrare (compel them to come in) have
been so abused by wicked men that we
shudder at them; but, properly understood, they plumb the depth of the Divine
mercy. The hardness of God is kinder
than the softness of men, and his compulsion is our liberation ...
It must be understood that the conversion … was only to Theism, pure and simple, not to Christianity. I knew nothing yet
about the Incarnation. The God to whom
I surrendered was sheerly non-human.
It may be asked whether my terror was
at all relieved by the thought that I was
now approaching the source from which
those arrows of joy had been shot at me
ever since childhood. Not in the least. No
slightest hint was vouchsafed me that
there ever had been or ever would be any
connection between God and Joy. If anything, it was the reverse. I had hoped that
the heart of reality might be of such a kind
that we can best symbolise it as a place;
instead, I found it to be a Person. For all I
knew, the total rejection of what I called
joy might be one of the demands, might

Covenant College
Gordon, ACT

The Council of Covenant College
invites applications for the position of

PRINCIPAL
Covenant College, founded in 1991, is a vital, growing Protestant school with 250 students from
Kindergarten to Year 10, situated in a newer part of the Australian Capital Territory.
The College is dedicated to implementing a biblically-integrated curriculum, with a commitment
to excellence and training in a thoroughly Christian world and life view. The Principal is expected
to unreservedly espouse this approach, and to maintain and advance it with competence and verve.
Thus, applicants should be committed Christians of the conservative evangelical and reformed
persuasion. They should be able to heartily subscribe to the Westminster Confession of Faith, and
be active in the life of the Church.
Further details and application material may be obtained from the Chairman of Council:
Mr Andrew Biggs, Covenant College
PO Box 1067, TUGGERANONG ACT 2901
Telephone: (02) 6294 2455
e-mail: cctadmin@cyberone.com.au
Applications close on Friday, 31 August 2001
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be the very first demand, He would make
upon me. There was no strain of music
from within, no smell of eternal orchards
at the threshold, when I was dragged
through the doorway. No kind of desire
was present at all.
My conversion involved as yet no
belief in a future life. I now number it
among my greatest mercies that I was permitted for several months, perhaps for a
year, to know God and to attempt obedience without even raising that question ...
As soon as I became a Theist I started
attending my parish church on Sundays
and my college chapel on weekdays; not
because I believed in Christianity, nor
because I thought the difference between
it and simple Theism a small one, but
because I thought one ought to “fly one’s
flag” by some unmistakable overt sign. I
was acting – in obedience to a (perhaps
mistaken) sense of honour. The idea of
churchmanship was to me wholly unattractive. I was not in the least anti-clerical,
but I was deeply anti-ecclesiastical.

B

ut though I liked clergymen as I liked
bears, I had as little wish to be in the
Church as in the zoo. It was, to begin with,
a kind of collective; a wearisome “gettogether” affair. I couldn’t yet see how a
concern of that sort should have anything
to do with one’s spiritual life. To me, religion ought to have been a matter of good

C O N V E R S I O N S

men praying alone and meeting by twos
and threes to talk of spiritual matters. And
then the fussy, time-wasting botheration
of it all! The bells, the crowds, the umbrellas, the notices, the bustle, the perpetual
arranging and organising. Hymns were
and are extremely disagreeable to me. Of
all musical instruments I liked (and like)
the organ least. I have, too, a sort of spiritual gaucherie which makes me unapt to
participate in any rite.
I was by now too experienced in literary criticism to regard the Gospels as
myths. They had not the mythical taste.
And yet the very matter which they set
down in their artless, historical fashion –
those narrow, unattractive Jews, too blind
to the mythical wealth of the Pagan world
around them – was precisely the matter of
the great myths. If ever a myth had
become fact, had been incarnated, it
would be just like this. And nothing else
in all literature was just like this. Myths
were like it in one way. Histories were like
it in another. But nothing was simply like
it. And no person was like the Person it
depicted; as real, as recognisable, through
all that depth of time, as Plato’s Socrates
or Boswell’s Johnson (ten times more so
than Eckermann’s Goethe or Lockhart’s
Scott), yet also numinous, lit by a light
from beyond the world, a god. But if a
god – we are no longer polytheists – then
not a god, but God. Here and here only in

BRISBANE BOYS’ COLLEGE
Brisbane, Qld

A S S O C I AT E C H A P L A I N
DUE TO THE NEED to increase our Ministry Team,
applications are invited for the permanent full time position of
Associate Chaplain. The successful applicant will be a registered
teacher with theological qualifications.
THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE will be a committed
Christian, who is able to relate well to young people, and to
present the Gospel in a relevant and meaningful manner.
BRISBANE BOYS’ COLLEGE founded in 1902, is
situated on a large campus at Toowong, 5kms from the
centre of Brisbane. The College is under the auspices of the
Presbyterian & Methodist Schools Association, and has a total
enrolment of 1450 pupils – 1100 in the Secondary School and
350 in the Primary School. There is a boarding facility housing
125 boys. The College has a proud tradition of excellence,
built up over many years, in preparing students for life.
FOR AN APPLICATION FORM, INFORMATION
BOOKLET, JOB DESCRIPTION & INQUIRIES,
Vice-chairman PMSA, Rev Guido Kettniss
please contact:
68 Charlton St ASCOT Qld, 4007
Tel: (07) 3216 4151, Fax (07) 3216 4153.
E-mail kettniss@squirrel.com.au
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 7TH SEPTEMBER, 2001
A ministry of the Presbyterian and Uniting Churches.
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all time the myth must have become fact;
the Word, flesh; God, Man. This is not “a
religion”, nor “a philosophy”. It is the
summing up and actuality of them all…
I know very well when, but hardly how,
the final step was taken. I was driven to
Whipsnade one sunny morning. When we
set out I did not believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God, and when we reached
the zoo I did. Yet I had not exactly spent
the journey in thought. Nor in great emotion. “Emotional” is perhaps the last word

If ever a myth
had become
fact, had been
incarnated, it
would be just
like this.

we can apply to some of the most important events. It was more like when a man,
after long sleep, still lying motionless in
bed, becomes aware that he is now awake.
But what, in conclusion, of joy? For that,
after all, is what the story has mainly been
about. To tell you the truth, the subject has
lost nearly all interest for me since I became
a Christian. I cannot, indeed, complain, like
Wordsworth, that the visionary gleam has
passed away. I believe (if the thing were at
all worth recording) that the old stab, the
old bittersweet, has come to me as often
and as sharply since my conversion as at
any time of my life whatever.

B

ut I now know that the experience,
considered as a state of my own
mind, had never had the kind of importance I once gave it. It was valuable only
as a pointer to something other and outer.
While that other was in doubt, the
pointer naturally loomed large in my
thoughts. When we are lost in the woods
the sight of a signpost is a great matter.
He who first sees it cries, “Look!” The
whole party gathers round and stares. But
when we have found the road and are
passing signposts every few miles, we
shall not stop and stare. They will encourage us and we shall be grateful to the
authority that set them up. But we shall
not stop and stare, or not much; not on
this road, though their pillars are of silver
and their lettering of gold. “We would be
at Jerusalem.”
This extract is from Surprised By Joy, C.S.
Lewis (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co,
ap
1955).
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Bodies on the road
Australia still passes by on the other side.

I

n September 1999 I checked out
reports of bodies dumped on the
road to Tibar, east of Díli. We were
joined by dozens of East Timorese
and by a contingent of Australian military,
complete with armed guards, camera
crews and note pads. I translated as the
military sought some understanding of
what they were looking at.
In the back of a Toyota pick up, 10
bodies lay in a contorted, charred mess.
Two had lost the tops of their skulls, savagely removed with a machete or a sword.
One had a stake driven through his
mouth and out of the top of his skull. The
remains of three children clung to their
elders for protection.
The locals wandered around quietly
inspecting the foul mess. They told me
that they had been killed at the port in Dili
on 5 or 6 September 1999, driven here,
their bodies doused with fuel, and set
alight.
They threw petals over the charred
remains and whispered prayers.
We moved 50 metres away. Two men
lay in a ditch. They had been there for a
week. Did anyone know who they were?
No one did.
“If no one knows who they are, ask
them why they are here!”
I asked.
“They have all lost relatives and are following up any lead to locate them.”
“Have any of them lost husbands or
wives or children?”
All of them had lost family.
Small children crowded around. This
upset the foreign soldiers. “Surely they
should not be bringing their children out
to see such horrors?” they objected.
I pointed out that for the East
Timorese, horror was nothing new. They
had lived with this every year since 1975.
For them, finding mutilated bodies was a
fact of life. They had seen more tragedy in
their small lives than the entire Australian
population would see in several generations.
We moved on. A young woman’s body
lay under a bush. A university student, she
had been abducted, brought to a hut
nearby this desolate dump, raped and shot
dead.
“Ask them who witnessed it.”

Lansell
Taudevin
“They heard the story from their
friends who saw it.”
“Did any one of these voyeurs see her
raped?”
“Which voyeurs do you mean, the
white ones or the brown ones?” I asked.
They ignored the rebuke.
“How do they know she was raped?”
Raped, tortured, did it matter? She was
dead! I kept waiting for someone to ask if
she was really dead. I remembered those
many occasions from 1996 to 1999 when
I lived in East Timor when I had reported
to the Australian government that people
had been killed, and had been chastised
and told that my information was unreliable and reminded that I must keep the
big picture in mind, namely the need to
preserve at all costs a friendly relationship
with Indonesia.
I remembered the photographs of
pregnant women with their babies ripped
from their wombs, of young men buried
with their feet above ground, the stumps,
gnawed by dogs, sticking out like some

grim, failed harvest.
I remember a diplomat suggesting that
the photos were somehow electronically
doctored.
Human rights?
East Timor is now freer. Australians
have satisfied their conscience. We have
sent in Interfet troops. We did a wonderful job. Did we? All is now well. Is it?

W

e have sent in teams to investigate
human rights abuses. Their reports
are now being suppressed in the interests
(as John Howard said to Indonesia’s
President Abdurrahman Wahid during his
recent visit to this country) of putting
Timor behind us and working to regain
good relationships with Indonesia.
We promised Gus Dur – as he is popularly known in Indonesia – that we will
not support the rebellious people of West
Papua or Banda Aceh. Gus has promised
to “do the right thing” and reminded us
that it takes a long time.
He has returned to Indonesia to certain impeachment. What a travesty. What
does a deal with such a president really
mean? Nothing. In making such a commitment, we condemn thousands of
Acehnese, Moluccans and Papuans to
death.

The mother of Julis Caetano Ximines cries in grief after her son is shot at a
religious meeting in Bacau, East Timor.
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And yet we comfort ourselves with the
posturing of our leaders and sit back and
piously pontificate over the future of
human rights in East Timor.
Before we worry about them, we
should ask by what right do we ignore the
lessons of Indonesian duplicity, align ourselves behind a discredited regime and say
that we are not prepared to become
involved in the internal affairs of a disintegrating Indonesia.
It is not a question of being asked to
involve ourselves in internal affairs. It is a
question of standing by the fact that we as
a nation are signatories to the UN’s
human rights conventions. Yet, if we cannot honour those treaties in the treatment
of our own indigenous people, and tell the
UN to keep its nose out of our own internal affairs, how can we hope to abide by
them in the interests of others?
Courtesy of the US, we have the intelligence capabilities to know exactly what
is happening in Indonesia. But the man in
the street does not need to rely on that
information, even if he had access to it,
and he does not!

F

or years, Church leaders and human
rights activists from Ambon and
Papua have pleaded with us for help. But
we have walked by on the other side of the
road, averting our eyes, and hoping that it
will all go away.
It will not.
East Timor now has its independence.
Those few Australians who fought for

I

M

O
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this moment are rapidly becoming disillusioned. Why? Those who assumed that
East Timor would be “different” and
emerge as a beacon of morality and principle among nations was naïve in the
extreme.
East Timor’s leadership shows all the
signs of acquiescing to the pragmatics of
international business and political. “Toe
the line, and your kids will be given overseas scholarships”, “how about a holiday
house in Perth”, “agree to this deal and
we’ll look after you and yours”.
Only the strongest can resist temptation, and there are precious few who are
that strong. Anywhere. Including
Australia, whose leadership over the past
25 years and more has lacked even basic
moral strength, and that criticism is not
just of the political system. Not even the
churches can hold their heads high.
Membership of the international community has its own requirements (and
perks), requirements (and perks) of
which the man in the street knows precious little. Add to the issue of “human
frailty” the impact of the brutality of the
past 25 years of Indonesian rule, which
alone united a fractious people in a common hatred, and you have a recipe for disaster. Now that the jackboot has been
lifted, East Timorese society will revert to
its often violent ethnic rivalries.
What hope is there for a just society in
East Timor? Very little, unless the church
gains influence. Membership in the
Catholic Church increased dramatically

Eliza Ferrie Public Lecture
“The Ironies of the Cross”
Matthew 27:27-50
–––––––––––––

Given by

Professor Don Carson
on Wednesday 22nd August 2001 at 7:30pm
at the Burwood Presbyterian Church
48 Belmore Street, Burwood

All welcome • No registration necessary
For enquiries:
Phone: (02) 9744 1977
Fax: (02) 9744 5970
Email: adminptc@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
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after
the
Indonesian
invasion.
Membership did not mean conversion but
the convenience of protection.
Christianity became a façade over continuing animism. This presents a very real
challenge to Australian churches as the
emerging political élite takes over the
“protection” of the people, and the
church and the élite follow a collision
course.
Therein lies the special challenge for
Australia. We are neighbours. We have a
Christian and humanitarian duty to concern ourselves with those to whom we
owe so much, political niceties notwithstanding. We have a duty to maintain pressure on those who lead us to do more than
sign international conventions. The East
Timorese cannot be expected to emerge
from the trauma of their recent (and not
so recent) history with a moral vigour that
matches the well-honed steel of their
character developed during their long
winter of discontent and brutality.

V

engeance, retribution, payback – these
may well dominate the character of
our neighbours for decades to come.
Dominate, but not be totally absent.
There are some angels in East Timor. Seek
them out, and work through them. They
are found not only in the church.
Our obligation is to maintain pressure
for ensuring active human rights from our
own leadership, religious and national. I
remember when in Timor from 1996 to
1999, in their darkest days of fear and
loneliness, one thing that always brought
hope to them was to know that others
cared, and that people in other countries
were prepared to stand up and be counted.
The East Timorese (and the Acehnese,
the Papuans, the Moluccans, and many,
many more) face dark days ahead as the
Indonesian government, with the support
of Australia, continues to violently suppress its minority groups to satisfy the
cravings of its own empire and the West’s
preference for an arc of stability between
our white island and the hordes to our
north.
Not nice words? Not a nice concept?
Of course not.
But true.
Draw your own conclusions on how
you should respond.

Dr Lansell Taudevin has worked for the
World Bank and other organisations
throughout Asia for 30 years, 16 of them in
Indonesia. Since 2000 he has been the publisher of Otford Press (otfordpress @bigpond.com). He wrote this for AP to coinap
cide with elections in East Timor.
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and sense of betrayal.
Andrew Hastie worships at Ashfield
Presbyterian Church, Sydney.

Pillars of Fear
A critical examination of
Australian failure in regional
defence planning
Bruce Haigh
Sydney: Otford Press, 2001

The Great Australian
Blight
East Timor:
Too Little Too Late
Lansell Taudevin
Sydney: Duffy and Snellgrove, 1999
Reviewed by Andrew Hastie

Losing the plot in Australian
foreign policy
Bruce Haigh
Sydney: Otford Press, 2001
Reviewed by Andrew Hastie

Should Australians be concerned about
Tmajoraudevin
was in charge of Australia’s morality in government, particularly in
aid project in East Timor from defence and foreign policy? Do we have
1996 to 1999. He provides a brief history
of East Timor, focusing on the
Indonesian invasion of 1975 and the
troubles that have plagued the country
since. The book is moving: his impeccable research coupled with personal experience, often in diary form, makes for
irresistible reading. Taudevin’s honesty
and occasional wit offers a human touch.
Most striking, however, are the mounting
indictments against successive Australian
governments, who stood idly by and did
nothing to stop the atrocities. Instead,
they appeased and rewarded aggression.
This is an account of a man whose conversion to a pro-independence stance
towards East Timor came about after witnessing first-hand the largest national per
capita genocide of the 20th century.
Taudevin witnessed countless instances of
rape, torture and murder of islanders by
the Indonesian army and militias. His
main point is unequivocal and clear:
“Hundreds of thousands of East
Timorese died and continue to die, including some I knew and loved, pawns to
international political manipulation which
places pragmatism over principle.”
Taudevin brings a damning case against
several Australian governments, both
Labor and Liberal, for the moral bankruptcy that has been central to dealings
with Indonesia over East Timor for the
past 25 years. As the Presbyterian Church
becomes involved in the process of
rebuilding a broken nation, we need to
understand the depth of East Timor’s pain

an obligation to protect smaller defenceless neighbours against blatant aggression? Bruce Haigh, a former jackaroo, soldier and Australian diplomat, thinks so.
Haigh has extensive experience in foreign policy and defence, having served the
Australian government in Sri Lanka, Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, Indonesia and South
Africa. His books are a hard-hitting and
detailed critique of Australian defence
strategy and foreign policy, particularly in
South-East Asia.
Haigh is highly critical of the pragmatic and often amoral approach of the
government towards human rights
abuses in East Timor and West Papua.
Both books are well-researched and, in
the light of countless massacres, provide
disturbing evidence of a loss of conscience on the part of several Australian
governments. Christians cannot stick
their heads in the sand and remain
unmoved by so many accounts of apparent deceit by officials in our government.

Love Your God with All
Your Mind
J.P. Moreland
Navpress:
Reviewed by Tom Morrison

Jexercise
.P. Moreland calls for Christians to
their minds so that they can worship the Lord more effectively and
answer the challenges facing the church
more convincingly.

He blames anti-intellectualism as the
main factor in the retreat of the church
back in the 1800s. When intellectuals
launched
fresh
attacks
against
Christianity last century, the church –
having rested on its laurels for too long
and being unprepared for the intellectual
onslaught – responded by “withdrawing
from public discourse and developing an
anti-intellectual view of the Christian
faith”. The notion of a “church and state”
polarity arose and laid the foundations for
full-blown secularism in the twentieth
century.
Moreland sees the intellectual development of the Christian mind as the remedy
to the problem. Christians must renounce
softness, “discard the empty self” and
“rejuvenate the mind and soul with fresh
understanding and virtues”. In short,
Christians must once again return to their
rich intellectual heritage and become
tough-minded.
He encourages us to read, listen and
discuss fresh ideas and concepts so we
might understand the reality of our faith
and equip ourselves for spiritual battle –
something requiring commitment and
perseverance.
If the church is to make any sort of
impact on today’s thriving secular culture
and respond to the challenges of science,
we must begin to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, soul and mind.
Tom Morrison worships at St Andrews,
Rose Bay, Sydney.

CHRISTIAN
BOOKS
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Hours:
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Rockdale
Christian Books
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Rockdale NSW 2216
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RCB is supported by BexleyRockdale Presbyterian Church
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Hit and myth
Shedding some light on the ancient myth of higher criticism.

I

n the late 19th century, discoveries in
Mesopotamia brought to light stories
from ancient Sumer and Babylon
telling their version of creation, the
fall and the flood. While these myths fascinated the popular mind, the mood grew
among scholars that these stories and
their biblical counterparts, in particular
the early chapters of Genesis, belonged to
the same “mythical mindset” of ancient
Mesopotamia. Indeed, they saw Babylon
as setting the trend for all other biblical
literature and motifs, a fashion known as
“pan-Babylonianism”.
Meanwhile, this fad (for such it was),
which played up all manner of Babylonian
“parallels” to biblical stories, upset the
faith of many devout Christians, who
were suddenly presented with the “discovery” that Genesis was not revelation,
but so much mythology borrowed from
Mesopotamia.
For the present discussion we will
restrict ourselves to the creation theme,
and to one text at that, the Babylonian
Enuma Elish, called so from its opening
words. As it stands, it is written on seven
tablets, substantially complete, except for
sections of Tablet V.
The story begins with Apsû and
Ti’amat, and their son Mummu, who represent respectively three types of water:
fresh, salt, and mist. These generate other
gods, and among
them Enki or Ea
rises to promiWe may nence. He slays
wonder how Apsû and, with his
such a crude wife Damkuna,
and bizarre generates the god
story comes to Marduk, desigbe linked at all nated as “exalted
with Genesis 1. among the gods”
(see Jer.50:2).
Ti’amat, seeking to avenge the
death of Apsû, generates a host of monsters under Kingu to destroy Ea and
Marduk. While Ea falls, Marduk defeats
Ti’amat, cuts her carcase in half, and from
the top half he creates the sky, from the
lower half he forms the earth. He organises the various gods in their stations, and
the constellations to determine times.
Finally for the creation part of the epic,

Murray
Adamthwaite
Kingu is executed, and from his blood
Marduk creates mankind.
We may wonder how such a crude and
bizarre story comes to be linked at all with
Genesis 1, but several similarities are frequently alleged:
The seven tablets of Enuma Elish: This
“parallel” is simply a furphy. In Genesis
the creative acts occupy the first six days,
culminating with the creation of man. In
Enuma Elish Tablets II, III, and most of
IV do not deal with creation at all. Only in
Tablet V (some of which, remember, is
still missing) is creation dealt with, then
Marduk’s rest begins early in Tablet VI
and through Tablet VII. Tablet I deals
with the generation of the various gods.
Basically Enuma Elish is not a creation
story at all, but a political document
designed to promote the supremacy of
Marduk, the patron deity of Babylon. If
the Babylonian story constitutes a “template” for the biblical story the interpreter
must admit that a wholesale reworking
has taken place, thus any theory of dependence really collapses.
More substantial is perhaps the correlation of the order of events. Heidel, the
conservative Lutheran scholar of the
1940s, proposed the Enuma Elish order
as chaos, light, the firmament, dry land,
luminaries, man, and the gods’ rest. This
sequence looks impressive, but on closer
inspection of Tablet I it is apparent that
light, and the day-night sequence existed
from the very beginning. Then the imagined “firmament – dry land – luminaries”
sequence depends on a crucial but
ambiguous passage in Tablet IV:140-5.
The best translation of these lines indicates that they describe further the creation of the sky only. Another word in
the same section meaning “the great cosmic shrine” also reinforces this conclusion. Hence all we have in the end are
generalities: watery chaos, heavens, and
man.
As a result we are still left wondering
what happened to the other half of
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Ti’amat. The conventional view, that
Marduk forms it into the earth, is by no
means clear from the fragmentary Tablet
V. In all, “parallels” come too often from
dubious restorations, translations, and
“spin doctoring”.
The watery chaos at the beginning: It is
true that most creation stories from antiquity have this at the beginning. We may
well contrast this with modern “stories”
which postulate a fiery chaos at the beginning. How the oceans came about on this
scenario remains an unresolved problem:
perhaps the ancients had more wisdom
than for which they generally receive
credit! More specifically, the “deep”
(tehom) in Genesis 1:2 has often been said
to derive from the goddess Ti’amat, the
presumed goddess of the primeval saltwater ocean.
But this equation involves insuperable
difficulties. Phonetic and grammatical
obstacles aside, tehom, like cognate words
elsewhere, simply derives from a common
Semitic root meaning “ocean” or “the
deep”. Moreover, there is not a hint in
Genesis 1:2 that tehom is personified,
ancient mythologies to the contrary.

C

reation by word: One scholar
(Kramer) has put it this way: “(the)
Sumerian philosophers developed a doctrine which became dogma throughout
the Near East, the doctrine of the creative
power of the divine word.”
Other scholars are not nearly so sure.
Kramer’s evidence for this statement is
exceedingly thin, particularly for the
Semitic world of the Near East. In Enuma
Elish Marduk’s word most emphatically is
not omnipotent. For example, Anshar
requests Marduk to calm Ti’amat “with
his holy spell” (II.138), but he cannot.
Marduk may destroy e.g. a garment by a
word, but he only creates by sheer physical
work. The majestic fiats (“let there be”) of
Genesis 1 stand in total contrast.
Throughout the myth no clear view of
the structure of the universe (i.e. cosmology) emerges. We may therefore well ask
whether such matters were of interest to
ancient man. Enuma Elish seems rather to
be addressing very different questions
from those which occupy modern
Western man. Wrapped up with this is the

whole issue of the alleged “mythical
mindset”.
Western secularism adopts from the
outset the simplistic assumption “if God
is in it, it must be myth”. This entails that
the biblical story be lumped together with
Enuma Elish, and all the others, no matter the chasm of difference, while God is
defined out of the equation. While this
conclusion is hardly fair, we should realise
that it is a starting assumption, not a discovery from the data.
Furthermore, the critic cannot have it
both ways: on one hand he informs us
that the mythical mind is far removed
from the modern mind, then on the other
that the ancient mind is interested in the
same questions as occupies his modern
counterparts, albeit in a cruder form.
With such “parallelomania” hopefully
buried, let us look at some unique features of Genesis one:

parallel to Gen 1:14, “let them be for signs
and seasons, and for days and years”, the
spectacle of the female moon-god Sin
wearing a crown or tiara demonstrates the
crude personification of nature itself.
Needless to say, such polytheistic notions
are entirely absent from Genesis 1.
The Creation narrative: The progression of Genesis 1 starts from chaos and
finishes with a world suitable as man’s
home. The epic indeed begins with chaos,
but it does not end with a perfect world
and a Paradise where man has fellowship

reation of light, and the luminaries:
We have noted already that there is
nothing in Enuma Elish equivalent to the
creation of light itself, nor of the daynight sequence. However, in Tablet V
there is a section relating the creation of
the luminaries, especially the sun and
moon.
Part of this section describes the
phases of the moon:
“The moon he caused to shine forth;
the night he entrusted to her,
He appointed her, the ornament of the
night, to make known the days…
At the beginning of the month …
thou shalt shine with horns to make
known six days;
On the seventh day with half a crown.
At the full moon (the fifteenth day)
thou shalt stand in opposition (to the
sun)…”
While we may see here some kind of a

T

Western
secularism
adopts the
simplistic
assumption,
“if God is
in it, it must
be myth”.

C

the light of these ancient texts!
Man created in the image of God: In
Enuma Elish man is formed from the
blood of the slain god Kingu, in order to
wait on the gods for their various needs.
In other words, man is “of the same
stuff ” as gods: there is no real distinction
between gods and men. They are on the
same pantheistic continuum. All this
stands in total contrast to the one living
God, who as the author of life makes man
from dust into a living being, and invests
him with the “image of God”, while
remaining separate himself.

with God. Instead, it ends with people
being urged to recite the 50 names of
Marduk.
Much of the myth, especially Tablet I,
explains the origins of the various gods,
and is otherwise concerned with wars,
intrigues, and slayings among gods who
display all of man’s worst features.
While critics have tried to see in
Gen.1:2 remnants of war against a “chaos
monster”, there is really not a hint of it.
This alleged “battle” theme is really based
on the equation of tehom and Ti’amat,
refuted above. What we actually have in
this approach (also applied to certain
Psalms) is an example of circular argument: Biblical passages are interpreted in
this “mythologising” way from the outset, then trumpeted as a “discovery” in

he six days: The excerpt above mentions “the 15th day” or “full moon”,
in Akkadian shabattu. When this first
turned up scholars became very excited:
they thought they had found a
Babylonian origin for the “Sabbath”
(Hebrew shabbath). But their enthusiasm
was short lived. The Babylonian division
of time derived from the lunar month,
and the 15th day was a festival, a day of
good omen, but not a rest day. Hence shabattu has nothing to do with the sevenday week. It can confidently be stated
that this six-plus-one pattern is found
nowhere else in ancient literature. Divine
revelation alone can explain it.
When we turn from these and other
crude, even repulsive, myths to the sublime and coherent account of creation in
Genesis 1 we enter a very different
world. In simple, but majestic language
we are introduced to the Almighty God
“who spoke and it came to be, who
commanded and it stood firm” (Psalm
33:9).
Murray R. Adamthwaite lectures in
Ancient Near Eastern History, and holds a
PhD in Ancient Near Eastern Studies from
ap
the University of Melbourne.
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Cinema Watch
Maybe these reviews are a little too late
to guide your school holiday viewing...
but at least they might help you to know
what your kids have been watching.
Here’s one to avoid, and one to grab on
video as soon as you can!

Swordfish
Reviewed by Mark Cooper-White

C

ould anything good come out of
John Travolta? I mean, who can
take him seriously after Grease
and Saturday Night Fever? In
Swordfish, though, he excels as a villain. If
you like car chases, computer hackers,
high level corrupt politicians and lots of
explosions, this is a great movie. Overall,
though – in spite of a few neat plot twists
– Swordfish is ultimately unsatisfying, and
even disturbing.
According to Travolta’s character,
Gabriel Shear, the trouble with the world
is that everyone expects a happy ending.
Things don’t, he says, always work out
neatly like in the movies. You can’t always
pick the good guys from the bad guys
quite so neatly – and the good guy
doesn’t always win.
Apparently, that’s the whole point of
the plot. Swordfish tries hard to be an antigenre movie. In the end, it falls in a confusing heap. Swordfish is the code name

Shrek
Reviewed by Phil Campbell

Shrek

T

he name – like the main character
in this classy movie – grates.
Shrek is an ugly kind of word. But
don’t be put off. In spite of a solid

W A T C H

for a secret US Government account
holding billions of dollars in proceeds
from an undercover drug sting. Travolta is
a man on a mission – to steal 10 billion
dollars from the account with the help of
computer hacker Stanley Jobson (our
very own Hugh Jackman), while creating
enough havoc to revive anti-terrorist sentiment in the US. He justifies his actions
by saying he’s defending the American
Way, fighting for the freedom for all
Americans to live the lifestyle they want.
Good guy or bad guy? Hard to say. He’s
charming but heartless, and incredibly
violent. Bank hostages are strapped with
explosives and wired with proximity
detectors – step outside the bank, and
you’ll go out with a bang. Don’t believe it?
The special effects are stunning – and so is
the carnage.
Here’s where the message from the
movie becomes loud and clear – if it’s for
the greater good (in the twisted logic of
bizarre American right wing patriotism)
then go ahead and do it. For Gabriel Shear,
it’s like going to the dentist – it may hurt
a little now, but it’s for the good of
America.
In a way, reel-life is reflecting real life.
Our world really is a place where the bad
guys get away with murder. Literally.
Swordfish brings out the deep frustrations felt in the Psalms and Proverbs – and
in me too – where the evil, the powerful,
the greedy and the rich seem to go from
strength to strength. It seems that the rest
can get lost – or blown up.
I was disturbed by all this and more.
The language is bad, with strong sexual

dose of gross-out humour that your kids
will love – ever thought of using slugs for
toothpaste? – Shrek is a high-tech computer-animated movie with a traditional
moral sting in the tail.
Featuring the voices of Mike Myers,
John Lithgow, Eddie Murphy and
Cameron Diaz, Shrek is a fractured fairy
tale. You’ll catch glimpses of Snow White
and the Seven Dwarves, Pinnochio, and
lots of other favourites – all in cameo
roles. The story sounds complex. Ugly
(but kind hearted) green ogre Shrek sets
out to rescue a beautiful princess Fiona.
The plan is simple – fight off the dragon,
bring her home to marry the evil Lord
Farquaad, and he’ll re-zone Shrek’s once
secluded valley to get rid of the pesky
neighbours.
The computer-animated characters are
simply terrific. Fans of Toy Story and Toy
Story 2 will be fascinated to see the
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Swordfish

references. But the confused frame of reference makes the movie even more distasteful. Often, it’s easy to justify screen
violence when it’s the bad guys on the
receiving end. In this movie, Travolta is
the anti-hero. He’s the bad guy – yet,
implicitly, we’re backing him to win.
Things are upside-down.
Equally disturbing was the blatant disregard for what’s right – the deference of
what’s best in the long run for what suits
me now. Where can we find help when we
live in a world that adopts these attitudes?
Where else have we to go when we’re the
centre of our existence?
And this is what disturbs me most: if
we feed ourselves a diet of Swordfish –
and call it entertainment – how long
until we start to reflect the characters
and attitudes? Is Swordfish the sort of
movie that’s reflecting life – or directing
it?
Mark Cooper-White
Presbyterian Church.

pastors

Yamba
ap

advances in this relatively new artform.
(Check out the detail on the fur of Eddie
Murphy’s wisecracking donkey.) The
ultimate test is that you’ll soon forget
you’re watching animation. These characters are believable, funny, and heartwarming.
Best of all, Shrek says something worth
saying. Should I spoil the punchline?
Probably not. But in the end, it’s all about
appearances. Someone in the script
department must have been reading 2
Corinthians 5, where Paul says we should
be able to answer those who “take pride in
what is seen rather than in what is in the
heart”.
Rated PG, this is a movie that kids of
all ages will thoroughly enjoy. Another
reviewer called Shrek “fresh and savvy for
adults, and a full-on blast for kids”. I
thoroughly agree.
Phil Campbell is Culture Watch editor.

ap

D E V O T I O N

Unsound asleep
There is a time to afflict the soul, warns Maurice Roberts.

T

here is a time when the believer
becomes aware that he is spiritually dead. The deadness we speak
of is not, of course, that spiritual
death which is the condition of every man
without Christ. The unbeliever’s deadness
is total. He is a corpse in a spiritual grave.
All that the unbeliever does in the way of
religious activity has the smell of death
upon it. Unregenerate prayer, unregenerate worship, unregenerate service is valueless to a holy God. It cannot please him
but rather is detestable in his sight.
The deadness which periodically
afflicts the believer is never total but
always partial. It is, however, a serious disease of the soul and weakens him in every
way. He prays still; but his prayers are languid and formal. He goes through the
motions of all spiritual duty; but he is
uneasily aware that all is not well with
himself. He feels like a man in a dream or
in a daze. A film of worldliness has somehow coated over every faculty of his heart
and mind.
He tries to shake off his lethargy but
finds it alarmingly difficult to do so. He
no longer lives consciously upon the life
that is in Christ but goes through the routine of service to God more because he
ought to do it than because he wants to.
There is not one Christian in a thousand who would deny that this experience
of deadness comes upon him at times. It is
but too frequent and too common. It is
the condition reflected in the words, “I
sleep, but my heart waketh” (Song of Sol.
5:2). This is the state of soul which we
must take notice of in ourselves.
One lesson we may learn from it is that
our souls, being clogged with corruption,
are constantly deceiving us into a state of
formalism and hypocrisy. One day we
seek Christ with all our hearts and find
him. But then we imperceptibly decline in
earnestness. We cease to pant after God.
We do not pursue him till we find him and
get his felt presence.
Next we grow accustomed to living at
a distance from him. When months, perhaps, have gone by we become guiltily
conscious that something has gone wrong
with our relationship with God. The dew
is not on our spirits. We have lost our
ardour and are following afar off.

IN THE
PRESENCE
OF GOD

Another lesson we are to learn from
our periodic deadness is that the Lord
Jesus Christ will hide himself from us
when we do not genuinely desire him. It is
a moot point as to whether Christ ever
withdraws from his people without
provocation. But there can be no doubt
that when we cease to value his communion and fellowship he may withdraw his
felt presence from us.
When we feel deadness of heart (and
assuming the cause is not physical exhaustion), we are to look for the remedy only
by repentance. Repentance ought to be a
believer’s daily and hourly companion.
Brokenness of heart and tenderness of
spirit should be the hallmark of our whole
character. Every emotion we have needs
to be sweetened and purged with this
spirit of penitence. But, though this is true
as a general rule of life, there is a place for
special repentance in our experience when
we find ourselves spiritually dead. It is in
repentance that our deliverance lies.

W

e make no spiritual progress apart
from repentance. When we come to
our Bibles and to good books, or else to
prayer and preaching it will be found true
that we get good and feel God’s blessing
in proportion as we handle these means of
grace with tenderness of heart and with
self-abasement. It is not the having of
spiritual privileges which yields the advantage or confers the blessing upon us. It is
the having of a humble heart and an exercised spirit as we handle the things of
God.
There is only one attitude possible for
us if we mean to get to heaven. We must

wage a ceaseless warfare against sin within
us all the days of our life. Therefore,
whenever we are overtaken in a fault or
whenever we find that our souls have
fallen fast asleep, we had better resort to
violent measures to extricate ourselves
before a greater mischief befalls us. By this
advice, we mean that we must then afflict
our souls before God and plead in earnest
to be aroused from slumber.
Everything in this modern world is
somehow inexplicably geared to inducing
sleep in our souls. Modern society is a veritable cave of Morpheus – the mythological place where men forgot reality and
succumbed to dreams. This is one reason
why the modern Christian must keep up
his spiritual and theological reading. We
need to read for dear life.
It is imperative that we do not fall
asleep with the whole of the rest of society round about us. Nothing matters to
those who sleep in Morpheus’ cave today
except plays, programmes and sporting
fixtures. It is not easy to resist the spirit of
the age. But one essential way is to keep
up our reading especially of the great writers of the past.
A slothful, unfeeling religion is not the
faith we read of in the Bible. There is such
a thing as following the Lord, fully. There
is such a thing as fearing the Lord greatly.
There is such a thing as the wish to see
God glorified here and now on earth.
Then let all right-hearted men pray for
grace to cast off the mantle of complacency and gird up their loins with fresh
zeal for the task.
A Time To Afflict The Soul, from The
Thought Of God by Maurice Roberts
ap
(Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1993)

Are you a scholar?
Do you believe Luke when he says
he writes in order?
For a Chronological Proof of the Gospels as
a first step in solving the Synoptic Problem
Send $20.00 (disks Word 97)
To: Neil Cadman
61 Gillan Street Norman Park
QLD 4170
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Brisbane; about 25 communicants and
6 elders; Norman and Trish Bartlett.

SEPTEMBER
1

AUGUST

✃

21 Ian and Christine Case from
Mitchelton, Brisbane, working n the
computing field with WEC.
22 The Melbourne parish of Cheltenham
and its 95 or so communicants and 8
elders with recently inducted David
and Chris Palmer.
23 Rhondda Price from Castlemaine,
Vic., linguistic and literature worker
for the Sudanese people based in
Nairobi, Kenya.
24 Ashfield-Petersham parish (one congregation), Sydney and its outreach in
the multicultural community; about
155 communicants and 13 elders;
Peter and Sue Hastie.
25 Keith and Kathleen Benn of Creek Rd
church, Brisbane, in a leadership role
with Wycliffe Bible Translators, the
Philippines.
26 Tweed Heads parish, far north NSW,
including Kingscliff; Stephen and
Kaylene Taylor, Dennis and Ronda
Webster, the 6 elders and about 105
communicants.
27 Gippsland parish of Drouin; about
180 communicants and 16 elders; Ken
Brown, supplying, and Jared Hood,
interim moderator.
28 Campbelltown parish outer southern
Sydney; about 100 communicants and
5 elders; Greg and Mignon Goswell,
as he prepares to conclude 12 years’
ministry there and take up Old
Testament lecturing in Melbourne.
29 Peter and Cassandra Morphew of
Ashfield church, Sydney, working in
Field Ministries of Scripture Union.
30 Presbytery of Dubbo, western NSW;
7 parishes totalling 19 congregations
with 860 communicants and adherents, 1 PIM patrol padre, 1 retired
minister; Russell Vandervelden clerk.
31 “New Life” church, Springfield,

Christian witness in the giant African
nation of Nigeria (114 million people
speaking 210 major and 406 other languages) – 40% Muslim, 10% following traditional religions, 10% local
cults, 13% R.C. and 27% Protestants;
especially under pressure from
Muslim groups.
2 The vacant Maranoa home mission
station western Queensland – 4 congregations including Roma and Surat;
about 60 communicants and 6 elders;
Keith Harris moderator.
3 Douglas and Jeanette Bennett from
Woolsthorpe, Victoria, working for
Wycliffe Bible Translators in PNG
with the Awad Bing people.
4 Terrigal parish, NSW central coast;
about 100 communicants and 9 elders;
Phillip and Lenette Paul.
5 Robert and Hazel Looney of Perth,
representing Wycliffe Bible Translators
in WA after some years in NZ.
6 The “Fire on the Mountain” teaching
conference this weekend at Mt.
Tamborine, Queensland; Peter
Lillback and other speakers, and all
who attend.
7 Shepparton-Stanhope-Kyabram
parish, northern Victoria; about 120
communicants and 8 elders; John and
Muriel Sutherland.
8 The innovative work of Scripture Gift
Mission producing abridged translations of Mark in new languages, evangelistic postcards and high quality
leaflets and booklets.
9 Graham and Caroline Sharp from
Kogarah, Sydney; servicing aircraft for
MAF, Alice Springs.
10 Presbytery of Flinders, southern
Melbourne; 12 parishes and 2 home
mission stations totalling 20 congregations with 1055 communicants and
adherents, 2 ministerial candidates, 1
financial officer, 3 retired ministers;

John Ellis clerk.
11 Whitfords parish, north western
Perth; about 50 communicants and 3
elders; Alan and Lem Perrie.
12 Stability, order and good government
in Papua New Guinea – 4.5 million
people speaking 862 languages, and
the growth and maturity of
Christians.
13 Inner Melbourne parish of Balaclava;
about 40 communicants and 6 elders;
Mike and Sue Wharton – and his work
for the church in computing.
14 The full-time and part-time staff and
the students of the Presbyterian
Theological Centre Burwood, NSW –
John Davies principal.
15 Ron and Jean Lyons ministering to
the Aboriginal people of CapeYork
Peninsula (where our national
Aboriginal work began 110 years ago)
and good support for the GAA
Centenary Appeal in support of their
work.
16 National stability and equity, and
Christian work in the Philippines; of
its 75 million people 65% are R.C., 8%
Muslim (mainly in the south) and 8%
Protestants; there are 168 languages.
17 Presbytery of Mowbray, covering the
south of Brisbane; 11 parishes and 10
home mission stations totalling 27
congregations with 2040 communicants and adherents, 1 theological lecturer, 1 defence chaplain, 9 retired
ministers, 3 under jurisdiction; Brian
Enchelmaier clerk.
18 Wauchope home mission station,
NSW north coast; about 45 communicants and 5 elders; Wayne and
Barbara Weatherstone, Scott
Donnellan moderator.
19 Caulfield Elwood parish, southern
Melbourne; about 60 communicants
and 6 elders; Stephen and Ai Ling Tay,
John and Young Bok Cho and the
work in the Chinese community.
20 Antioch Korean congregation, Mortdale, southern Sydney; about 50 communicants; Ki Ok and Sun Ok Jung.
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Wrong, Spong
Reports of the Church’s death are greatly exaggerated.

A

noted 19th-century academic and
prelate – it might have been Dr
Spooner of Spoonerism fame; I’ve
misplaced my source – once
descended from the pulpit after preaching
for an hour, stopped, turned, and climbed
back up. “Of course,” he told his startled
listeners, “every time I said Aristotle, I
meant St Paul.”
One can imagine his congregation
transfixed as he described Aristotle’s conversion on the road to Damascus, his
thorn in the flesh and – hardly a very
Aristotelian thought – how he was the
chief of sinners. I get a similar sense of the
world out of kilter when I consider
Bishop John Shelby Spong, a recent and
widely publicised visitor to Australia. He
laid out his manifesto in The Age in June.
The world Spong inhabits is, simply, not
recognisable as a Christian one.
That’s a big claim, for Christianity is a
broad church and can encompass extraordinary diversity. But there is nevertheless
an irreducible core without which it is no
longer Christianity.
This core Paul identifies in 1
Corinthians 15: “For what I received I
passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to
Peter, and then to the Twelve.”
And this core Spong has flushed away,
along with the bathwater of traditional
doctrine and morality. His manifesto
seems to be straight humanism wrapped
in counterfeit Christian terminology. He
abandons a personal God, a divine Christ,
the resurrection, and salvation itself.
Instead, “Christianity must either reform
radically or die”.
Modestly painting himself a modern
Martin Luther, he tells us he has attached
his 12 theses to the door of his Oxford
college chapel. His use of Christian language (Jesus as Lord, eternal life, prayer)
is dishonest because he has emptied these
terms of all traditional content but trades
on their comforting familiarity.
Similarly disingenuous is his attack on
those who read the Bible “literally”.
Hardly anyone does, even “fundamental-

Barney
Zwartz
ists”. Evangelicals – a favourite Spong target – recognise the Bible comprises,
among other genres, history, poetry,
prophecy both plain and deliberately
cloaked, songs, aphorisms, exhortation
and encouragement, written in Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek across 15 centuries.
Another error is the (lay) anthropologist’s assumption of superiority, that earlier people were less intelligent than us.
Greek and Roman medicine was quite
advanced: one has to define demon possession as epilepsy, as Spong does, only if
one has already decided there are no
demons and no possession. First-century
Jews and Romans knew people don’t rise
from the dead, they knew how remarkable
the disciples’ claim was. But what turned
the demoralised, terrified post-crucifixion
rabble described in the gospels into the
founders of a worldwide movement? The
existence of the church is perhaps the best
proof of the resurrection.

N

ext, his report of Christianity’s death
is premature. Spong himself represents a liberal tradition that has been writing Christianity’s obituary for some 200
years (since Kant and Schleiermacher). It
is true that his church is dying, that congregations in humanistic churches are
contracting ever-smaller, which is a paradox liberals struggle to explain since it is
they who have the insight and the way
forward. Further, Christianity’s decline in
the West is balanced by explosive growth
in Africa, China and South America.
The faith has been at death’s door
before, through Pharoah’s threat to the
Hebrew infants, through centuries of
spiritual adultery in Old Testament times
(Elijah, despairing, says he alone is left in
a sea of apostasy, and is told that God has
preserved a remnant; 1 Kings 19:18). It
was nearly swamped by gnosticism in the
2nd century, nearly destroyed by Decius’
persecution in the 3rd third, challenged by
Darwin and 20th century liberals. I do not
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fear for its future: as it is deserted by nominal believers, it will be reinvigorated and
recover its sense of mission.
Another charge that deserves a reply is
that Christianity is out of step with secular society: Spong cites divorce, abortion,
sex outside marriage and care of the poor
(the latter, presumably in decline apart
from church agencies). Let’s leave aside
the fact that many non-Christians regret
these trends – most divorcees, for example, are sad that their marriages failed. The
church and wider culture have always
interacted and influenced each other, for
better and worse.
Spong points out that the Bible and
Vatican were quoted to oppose the Magna
Carta and to support the divine right of
kings. Oddly, he forgets that the Bible and
explicitly Christian thought (Cromwell
and the Puritans) four centuries later
ended the divine right of kings and
secured parliamentary democracy.
Justice and mercy are overwhelming
biblical themes, from Genesis to
Revelation, and biblical values (apart from
theism) remain prominent in humanist
conceptions of good. The Old Testment
prophets spent much more time rebuking
the powerful and demanding justice than
they did predicting the future.
Christians have led social reform: the
invention of hospitals, the Reformation and
the individual’s liberty of conscience,
Shaftesbury and child labor, Wilberforce
and slavery, Martin Luther King and racism.
But what does Spong propose instead
of this moribund tradition? All he offers
is a vague “religious experience” – no
advance on Schleiermacher 200 years ago.
Of course, genuine Christian life must
include “religious experience” – traditional doctrine says we are made in God’s
image to relate to God. If this is
Christianity’s radical reformation, it’s not
much of a change.
My advice to those pondering Spong’s
teaching is what as 19th century theologian
Benjamin Jowett told Margot Asquith:
“My dear child, you must believe in God in
spite of what the clergy tell you.”
This article is reprinted from The Age,
Melbourne.

