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Pagans on the move
Christians today confront the same struggle as the ancients.

‘E

ast is East and West is West and
never the twain shall meet.”
This memorable but mistaken
prophecy was uttered by
Rudyard Kipling more than a century ago.
It demonstrates how difficult it is to look
into the future with any degree of certainty. No doubt Rudyard Kipling, if he
were alive today, would be amazed at the
enormous tidal flow of Eastern consciousness into the modern Western
mindset – a tidal flow that has been running unchecked for the past 40 years.
Interestingly, this flow of Eastern
thought has surged into our consciousness almost unnoticed and with little
debate in evangelical circles. Apart from a
few leading scholars – Os Guinness,
Douglas Groothuis, Norman Geisler and
Peter Jones – most Christians remain
unaware of the massive conceptual
changes that are redefining the intellectual
and spiritual landscape of Western culture.
Speaking prophetically in 1973, Guinness
predicted that “Eastern religions will be to
Christianity a new, dangerous gnosticism,
but this time much of the fight will be lost
before many see the nature of the danger.”
Similarly, the historian Arnold Toynbee
forecast a massive assimilation of Eastern
thought and mysticism into Western culture as the world moved into the third
millennium.
I received my personal wake-up call
recently while standing in the street outside our church. We have a large clothingbin for Presbyterian Social Services on our
property. People put their used clothing
and second-hand books in the bin for collection. Coincidentally, I was near the bin
when the van driver arrived to collect the
goods several weeks ago. As he piled the
clothes into a bag, I remarked to him that
there seemed to be a lot of books.
“Are many of them Christian?” I
asked.
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“No”, he said. “Only a few.”
“So what’s the main type of book that
you usually get?” I asked.
“You may not believe this,” he said,
“but the majority are New Age books. Is
there a New Age bookstore around here
somewhere?”
“Not that I’m aware of,” I replied.
“Well, the people around here seem to
read nothing else,” he said.
It set me thinking. Do I really understand what’s going on in my culture? Am
I aware that the spiritual agenda of our
society is being re-ordered by massive ideological forces? The threat of scientific
atheism may well have passed, but what if
the revival of neo-paganism through New
Age teaching brings seven demons into
our house more unclean than the first? As
Peter Jones reminds us: “The problem is
not no God but too many; not a lack of
spirituality but spiritual syncretism.”
It would be all too easy to dismiss the
revival of neo-paganism in Australia as a
passing flirtation with Eastern religion by
a small group of ardent spiritualists. But
this would be hiding our heads in the
sand. This month, Sydney hosts the
Mind, Body, Spirit Festival at Darling
Harbour. According to its director,
Graham Wilson, “the festival offers enormous depth to the overall theme of natural well-being”.
Interestingly, this year the festival is
going to explore the wider dimensions of
neo-paganism. Wilson says “it’s time to
look again at how we might create an
outer life that reflects our inner development. As well as being in harmony with
ourselves, we want to be in harmony with
the planet”. Neo-paganism is obviously
wanting to become more socially and
politically assertive.
What that means remains to be seen,
but if the advertising for the festival is any
indication, neo-pagans are extraordinarily
ambitious. Tens of thousands of fullcolour catalogues have been mailed out,
and major book chains like Dymocks
have been actively promoting the festival
with huge displays advertising Eastern
religion as “today’s wisdom”. Neopagans are on the move.
But they are also on the move in the
church. Perhaps unbeknown to many

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 4

Christians, the degree of infiltration is
quite deep. Neo-pagans usually appear as
spokesmen for a purer form of
Christianity for people who can no longer
abide what they regard as the smothering
dogma and institutionalism of mainline
orthodoxy. As R.H. Drummond says in
Towards a New Age in Christian Theology:
“The New Age in Christian theology is
now an emerging consensus ... among an
increasing number of theologians within
every branch of the Christian Church.”
The Jesus Seminar is simply one
expression of this new and toxic attempt
to give apostolic Christianity a complete
Eastern makeover. Their aim is to deconstruct the traditional Jesus – the Lord and
Saviour – and replace him with an ancient
wisdom figure. As Robert Funk, the
founder of the Seminar, said to me a few
years ago: “I don’t think there’s conclusive evidence that the early church
thought that Jesus was divine.” Well, of
course not, if you want to base your conclusion on the Gnostic gospels which the
early church decisively rejected.
In this issue we are taking an incisive
look at the revival of neo-paganism in
Western society. As Eastern consciousness becomes more widespread, the
Church is faced with a looming crisis that
is just as threatening as the contest that
faced Elijah on Mt Carmel. As Abraham
Kuyper once said: “Do not forget that the
fundamental contrast has always been, is
still, and always will be until the end:
Christianity and paganism, the idols or
the living God.”
Peter Hastie
__________________________________

From the Convener

T
he apostolic tradition is alive and well
in the Presbyterian
Church, and it might
have a personal challenge for you. See
Stuart Quarmby on
page 19.
Robert Benn
Convener
National Journal Committee ap
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The greatest battle

DETAIL FROM BATTLE OF ALEXANDER AT ISSUS BY ALBRECHT ALTDORFER

Neo-paganism is the church’s worst threat in 2000 years.

How did you get interested in the
New Age movement, or what you
call neo-paganism?

of spirituality, was gradually displacing
Christianity.

I call it neo-paganism because that’s
the best term for it. Paganism comes
from the Latin word, paganus, “of the
earth”. Some people refer to neo-paganism as the New Age movement, but it has
all the characteristics of paganism. So
that’s the term I use. It’s more accurate.
I think the apostle Paul gives us the best
working definition of a pagan when he
refers to a person who “exchanges the
truth of God for the lie and worships and
serves the creation rather than the
Creator” (Rom 1:25). Pagans worship
nature.
I really became involved in thinking
about it after spending 18 years in France,
where it’s impolite to raise the issue of
spirituality in public. When I returned to
America I found that the USA had
changed its religion. I realised that within
the space of one generation a toxic, antiChristian ideology had germinated in
Christian America. It was actually paganism, but it was a paganism that sometimes
took a similar form to Christianity in

How is neo-pagan religion like gnosticism?

Peter Jones
Dr Peter Jones is Professor of New
Testament at Westminster Theological
Seminary, and author of The Gnostic
Empire strikes Back and Spirit Wars.
Earlier, he served as a missionary theological educator in France, and helped
John Lennon learn the guitar. His
web-site is spirit-wars.com. He is
interviewed by Peter Hastie, issues
editor of AP.

much the same way that gnosticism did
during the first few centuries of early
Church history. It was a culture-shock
for me to return to America and to see
how neo-pagan religion, under the guise

It’s rather complex. Just as there is a
bewildering diversity of ideas within the
present neo-pagan religion, ancient gnosticism was a kaleidoscopic mixture of a
number of different religious traditions.
Kurt Randolph, a professor of the history of religions at Karl Marx University,
Leipzig, wrote a very helpful book, called
Gnosis, on this subject. He claimed that
within the diversity of gnosticism there
were some common features which he
called “the central myth”. What gnosticism taught about the world, redemption,
Christ, God, sexuality and spiritual techniques provides us with a working definition of the main features of this system of
thought.
Essentially, gnosticism was a hostile
belief-system to orthodox Christianity.
As a religious system it was dedicated to
overthrowing Christianity by teaching
that the true God was an unknowable
impersonal force, matter was essentially
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Deepak Chopra

evil – the result of a “cosmic goof” – and
redemption comes when gnostic believers
realise who they are: part of the divine,
capable of anything and untrammeled by
human traditions, creational structures
and divine laws.
When we compare these features
against neo-pagan teachings, the parallels
are quite striking.

The New Age movement is said to be
the third largest religious denomination in the USA. How pervasive is it,
and what makes it so popular?
Neo-paganism is becoming increasingly widespread. That shouldn’t surprise
us really because it’s an acceptable religious alternative to the unbeliever. It’s
like a “default” button if you find the
truth unpalatable. Again, when I’ve said
that it has developed into a movement in
America, I should also add that the same
could be said for the entire Western world.
Paganism is being revived in Australia, and
it’s already widespread in Great Britain
and Europe. For instance, I heard on the
radio today that its influence is being felt
in Iceland. Apparently, there’s a revival of
belief in the invisible little people who are
supposed to inhabit rocks and trees.
Scientifically educated Icelandic engineers
are now expected to make decisions on
where roads will go according to where
some of the “holy rocks” are found so as
not to disturb “the little people”.
In Britain, the pagan movement has
been accepted as part of the inter-faith
dialogue. It’s not unusual to find
Presbyterians, Anglicans, Methodists and
pagan witches all in the same inter-faith
groups. Here we find non-Christian
paganism actually beginning to express
itself as a Christian form of paganism in
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much the same way as happened in the
ancient world. The early Christians discovered religious paganism in the GrecoRoman empire. But very soon the New
Testament writers were opposing a
Christian form of paganism within the
church called gnosticism.
So the modern phenomenon is much
broader than the so-called New Age
movement or specific forms of paganism
– it’s a manner of being religious or spiritual that can be identified in many different “Christian” movements as well as
non-Christian religions. Western syncretism in the mainline churches as well as
Buddhism and Hinduism can be included
here. They all have the same pagan bent.
It is best summarised, as I mentioned
above, by the apostle Paul in Romans 1:25
where he refers to very sophisticated
Greco-Roman citizens by saying: “They
exchanged the truth of God for the lie and
worshipped and served the creation rather
than the Creator who is blessed forever.”
So paganism is the worship of nature or
the created order. While that’s a rather
broad claim, it manifests in many and various forms.

How has the business world helped
spread neo-pagan ideas?
I like to trace the development of modern paganism, at least at the street level,
from the social revolution in the 1960s.
The ’60s represented a distinct break with
our Western past of Judeo-Christian civilisation. That is why you can call it a “revolution”.
From that point on, there was a clearcut rejection of concepts like authority
and truth. The ’60s marked the end of
modernity and signalled the arrival of
post-modern thought.
People adopted some incredible, revolutionary notions. One of these was the
search for a new spirituality, with the hippies going East and the gurus coming
West. What we see through this phenomenon was the West turning to the East for
spirituality, having rejected its own religious roots. And what we got was pagan
spirituality. Incidentally, the same phenomenon occurred during the reign of
Alexander who sought to impose a political and religious unity on his empire. He
brought the religion of the East back to
the West.
Similarly, once Eastern spirituality was
brought back to the West after the ’60s, it
was joined at that point with the human
potential movement. They formed a
strange hybrid of Eastern and Western
spirituality. The Eastern aspect of self-
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denial was forgotten but the essential
divinity of the human being was retained.
Then these ideas were joined to the
notion of Western materialism, self-promotion and self-confidence
You’ve probably heard Shirley
MacLaine say: “I am God”. Because she
thinks she’s divine, she can shamelessly
promote herself. That kind of thinking
about the divinity of the human being has
made a lot of money for promoters. They
are always promoting self-esteem and selfworth for essentially pagan reasons. Of
course, it all stands to reason: you can’t
say anything greater about the human self
than it’s divine. Obviously, it’s a teaching
that has enormous commercial possibilities.
I suppose that’s why business finds
neo-pagan spirituality so attractive. You
can make a lot of money out of it. This has
recently been labelled as a “new, emerging
American wisdom tradition,” that will
bring the planet together. Once more
American know-how comes to the rescue,
but it is bereft of the Christian faith.

What does the New Age stand for? Is
there a coherent agenda behind all
the different elements?
In one of my books, Gospel
Truths/Pagan Lies, I set out the five central
themes of New Age teaching, or what I
call “pagan monism”. I certainly see neopaganism as a coherent system even
though it is the opposite of the truth. In
its own way, it still has a coherence to it.
Perhaps the best way to gain an understanding of neo-paganism is to understand it as a belief in naturalism – the worship of nature. Paganism teaches that
there is nothing outside of nature. It’s a
worship of the created order rather than
the Creator. As Carl Sagan, the famous
astronomer, used to say: “Nature is all
that there is, was, or ever shall be.”
The worship of nature takes two
forms. The first type is a rationalistic, aspiritual form which is what much of
Enlightenment liberalism was about.
Alternatively, you can have the other
form, which is essentially a spiritual view
of nature. This is the religious pagan
option which has come into vogue in our
post-modern world. So the coherence of
neo-paganism is a fascinating feature
because I believe it ties in deeply with the
agenda of nature worship and globalism.
If you think of nature as a circle, everything is included within the circle. So the
first point of neo-paganism is that “all is
one and one is all”. Of course, everything
is within the “all”. And that includes

rocks, trees, animals, human beings and
God. So you need to think of neo-paganism as a circle of existence. If that is true,
then the second point follows: all humanity is one. And that’s a wonderful paradigm for bringing everything on the globe
together.
Likewise the third point follows: all
religions are one. This is the case, so the
argument goes, because they all seek the
same unio-mystica, which according to
many syncretists (those interested in
bringing religions together) is the mystical experience of the discovery of oneself
as divine.
The Buddhists call the discovery of
oneself as Buddha. The gnostics describe
it as gnosis. Harold Bloom, a famous
American gnostic, described his gnosis
like this: “I am as old as God.” This celebrated teacher of Shakespeare at Yale
University sees himself as essentially
uncreated. What a liberating idea for a
creature! So that’s the thesis: all religions
have the one goal of seeking this mystical
experience. They are all pieces of a pie and
exist within this one circle. The more you
get to the centre, it is argued, the more all
religions are the same. So all religions are
one.
And the problem, so neo-pagans claim,
is that we don’t realise this. This is the
fourth point of paganism. They say that
we suffer from metaphysical amnesia – we
have forgotten who we really are, and so
we make distinctions by dividing the circle up into categories of true and false,
right and wrong, and male and female.
According to neo-paganism, this is all
wrong. They say we must get rid of distinctions and make everything one. We
have to join opposites. This is where
androgyny, the pagan sexual ideal, comes
from. The pagan ideal is to obliterate
maleness and femaleness as two distinct
categories. Christians must not make the
mistake of thinking that the modern
attack on gender is simply an issue of civil
rights; it’s not. It’s part of a deeply pagan
religious agenda. And we can’t respond to
it properly unless we see it that way.

Does this mean Sydney’s Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras is basically a
pagan religious celebration?
Absolutely. The confusion over sexual
identity and sexual roles which comes to
the fore in the gay movement has definite
pagan religious underpinnings. Neopagans like to remind us that the fundamental human problem is that we have
forgotten that we are divine. They say
that we have allowed ourselves to be

fooled by the created order into believing
that things like maleness and femaleness
are separate and distinct. They claim
they’re not.
The fifth point of paganism is the
pagan spiritual solution to the human
problem. They say that to overcome distinctions and separateness, we must go
within and experience ourselves as divine
in a powerful religious experience. We can
supposedly have this experience through
some form of meditation or drug-taking.
But the goal is ultimately to be liberated
from the Creator’s grasp. And once you
do this – once you get outside of your
mind/body in a mystical experience – you
escape the realm of logic.
This is what the gnostics meant when
they said that the goal is “silence the
mind”. Buddhists try to attain the same
experience by imagining the sound of
only one hand clapping. The idea is to
suspend your thought processes and reason and get into a mystical, trance-like
state. Only then do you succeed in relativising all the distinctions and diversity in
the world. Then you join all the opposites. That’s why one of the symbols and
powerful expressions of this new spirituality is homosexuality. We must not fail to
see that in neo-pagan terms, homosexuality is a distinctly spiritual experience as
well as a sexual one.
Christians need to remember that
everything we see and identify in these
radical movements today is all related at
the deepest level. All are part of a pagan
religious agenda that is driving much of
what we see in our day in terms of radical
leftist and globalist thinking.

How seriously do you rate the New
Age movement as a threat to
Christianity?
It is the greatest threat that our generation has ever seen, and perhaps the greatest threat to the church since the original
attack of gnosticism on the church in the
first few centuries. And we will see the
threat increase more and more. We must
realise that neo-paganism is a globalist
movement that seeks to extend the circle
of monism as a unifying spiritual principle
right across the planet.
If Christians believe that the spiritual
conflict is tough today, I can only predict
that it will become tougher in the days
ahead. Neo-pagans are determined to join
the planet together in a pagan religious
sense. They are not going to give up easily. This happened to a limited extent in
the first century in the Greco-Roman
world. There was a totalitarian politico-

religious structure, but it was not as farreaching as world governments are today.
We are reaching a position at the moment
where control will be more absolute.
Personally, I believe that the church is
about to face the greatest threat that it has
ever known in its 2000 years of existence.
I don’t want to be scare-mongering about
this, but the threat of a coming persecution is very real. When I read some of the
radical feminists like Mary Daly and
Rosemary Radford Ruether, politicians
like Al Gore (a Southern BaptistBuddhist) and Mikael Gorbachev and
many UN leaders, I am concerned. They
are all talking about planetary governance
on a massive scale, and some are speaking
of the eradication of opposition.
For instance, last September in New
York, there was a world conference for all
religious leaders. It took place at the
United Nations building. Ted Turner, the
billionaire who owns CNN, paid for it all.
Again, around the same time there was
another world gathering for non-government organisations. This is where a lot of
the groundwork and planning for planetary governance was done. Then the State
of the World Forum was held. This was
one of Gorbachev’s initiatives where 1500
of the world’s leaders in politics and business came together in New York at the
same time. Then, finally, the Millennium
Summit was held where all the world’s
leaders were brought together. None of
this was done by chance. It was the result
of deliberate planning.
Prior to all this the Parliament of World
Religions was held in 1993 in Chicago. I
attended it. Then you have other groups
like the United Religions (a branch of the
UN) and the World Council of Churches.
An interesting feature of all these meetings is that one rarely hears a conservative
Christian voice. I doubt whether evangel-

Shirley Maclaine
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ical Christians are invited. The usual
speakers are Deepak Chopra, Shirley
MacLaine and others who are the recognised New Age leaders. So I don’t think
I’m being too scare-mongering. When I
see prominent people like Hilary Clinton
devoting herself to a globalist vision of
liberating women and children from the
domain of the father, I think I have a reason to be concerned. Talk about a revolutionary ideal!
It’s interesting that on the turn of the
millennium in the Mall in Washington,
Bill and Hilary Clinton welcomed in the
Third Millennium to the song Imagine,
written by my boyhood friend, John
Lennon. If playing that song at such an
auspicious moment isn’t neo-paganism in
your face, I don’t know what is. The
lyrics say it all: the world is one, no religion, no heaven or hell, and it all comes
about by visualising. But sadly, most people don’t see it even when it is shoved so
blatantly in front of them. There’s a real
agenda there if you have eyes to see it.
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matter of fact. The Christian view of reality is entirely different.

Are many Christians aware of modern gnosticism?
Most Christians are not aware of the
connections. Indeed, many have never
heard of gnosticism. But when I go
around speaking at many groups, as soon
as I put it in these terms, the lights seem
to go on. People immediately understand.
They make comments like: “Oh, now I
can see it. That explains why I didn’t like
this idea”. So I find that Christians on the
whole are uneasy about what’s going on
but they find it hard to identify it.
Personally, I think it is absolutely essential
to give Christians the means to be able to
identify it. The aim of my books is to outline the agenda of the new paganism so

What are the distinct ways in which
gnosticism appears in the church?
Let me remind you that it starts by the
infiltration of pagan ideas into the
Christian community. In the early
church, there was a sect called the
Naasenes. It was a gnostic sect that
claimed to be Christian but worshiped the
“naas” (Hebrew for “serpent” in the book
of Genesis). The early Christian apologist, Hippolytus, tells us that they
attended the ceremonies of the goddess in
order to understand the “universal mystery”. Now here’s the modern parallel:
today I see modern liberal Christians
claiming that we need to extend our ecumenical reach in order to experience the
spirituality of other religions. This is
exactly the same move as the members of
the so-called Christian Naasene sect took
when reaching towards the cult of the
ancient goddess to uncover the universal
mystery. This is how neo-paganism is
penetrating mainline churches.
It is already manifesting itself in a variety of ways. For instance, many within
the church now refuse to accept the
uniqueness of Christianity: they espouse
syncretism — the contemporary version
of the “universal mystery” — as the true
spirituality and regard Christianity only as
one among many different attempts to
reach God. However, what we have to
realise is that Christianity does not fit
within the pagan monistic paradigm. You
cannot put Christianity into the pagan
circle as one religion among them all. This
is not bigotry or small-mindedness. It is a

So Christians need to develop a
strong apologetic for creation?
Yes! Yes! So much simplified gospelpreaching in America is that Jesus will zap
you out of this world. But this is totally
inadequate. It means that Christians
become unconcerned about creation. We
must ask the question: Who is the Jesus
that saves us? And the resounding answer
of the new Testament is: “He’s the
Creator!” (John 1:1; Col 1:16,17; Heb
1:2). Now if the Creator is the Redeemer
as well, we cannot separate what God has
joined together. We cannot dismiss the
issues that arise out of the doctrine of creation as many so-called “egalitarian” evangelicals want to do.
Incidentally, that’s why the defence of
creation by people in the “intelligent
design” school, such as Phillip Johnson,
J. P. Moreland and William Dembski, is so
important. Along with others, their work
establishes a strong apologetic base for
the doctrine of creation. But how many
people in the church today are aware of
the importance of creation? Too many, I
fear, are only interested in “Jesus loves
me”. This is true, but what that also means
is that God, the Creator of heaven and
earth loves me.

Should our evangelistic strategy take
more notice of the widespread nature
of neo-paganism in our culture
today?

Phillip Johnson

that Christians can see clearly how it is
impossible to fit their faith with it. They
have to see that paganism is the very
antithesis of Christianity.

How does neo-paganism constitute a
threat to the idea of a personal
Creator?
Gnosticism, like ancient and neopaganism generally, teaches that the physical world is impermanent and illusory
and that the true self is within and is the
Buddha, or divine. So all the different
expressions of paganism that we see today,
in a variety of different movements or
schools, are simply an attempt to eliminate the Creator. Hence, my great concern today is to get Christians to review
the doctrine of creation. This is where the
enemy is attacking. And tragically, many
evangelicals are preaching a truncated
gospel. They’ve given up defending or
have hardly any notion of the biblical
teaching on creation.
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Yes. It must. I think a good way to do
evangelism today is to take the pagan
agenda and answer it. That seems to make
a lot more sense than telling ourselves
what we already know and assume the
non-Christian world knows it too. I
think evangelicals today ought to take a
leaf out of the book of the early apologists
like Irenaeus, Hippolytus, Epiphanius and
Augustine, who laboured hard and long to
understand gnosticism, both to warn the
church and to make the gospel clear in
their time. This is our task at the beginning of the Third Millennium. We have to
understand the new paganism and its
weaknesses in order to declare the uniqueness and power of the gospel.
In our own time, we have to declare
what Paul declared to the Greco-Roman
pagan empire: “I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom.
1:16). But notice this. His declaration of
the gospel immediately leads to an exposition and rejection of paganism (Rom.
1:18-32). Paul is still “the apostle to the
pagans” (Rom. 11:13), so, in a pagan
world like ours, this methodology must
ap
surely also be ours.
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The sexless agenda
Neo-pagans want to blur the distinctiveness of God’s creation.

I

n 1993, Teena Brandon, a teenager in
the US town of Lincoln, Nebraska
was brutally murdered by some local
youths. She had lived the initial years
of her life as a girl, but then she experienced a “sexual identity crisis”, and as easily as she flipped her name around, she
assumed the identity of a boy – transforming herself into Brandon Teena.
As one commentator expressed it, she
was driven by the powerful impulse to
find her true self in the sexually uncharted
zone between male and female. And at the
Academy Awards in the year 2000,
Hollywood, and much of the watching
world, stood to its feet to applaud actress
Hilary Swank, as she accepted an Oscar as
best actress for portraying the troubled
youth in Boys Don’t Cry who was born a
female but wanted desperately to be a
male.
Is this tale a tragic, all too familiar
reflection of a troubled and sexually confused society that is coming apart at the
seams? Is it an expression of discontentment, a longing to have what one cannot
possibly have in all its fullness? Perhaps.
But what if it is more than that?
Hollywood may be helping promote the
sexual confusion of this modern age, but
as we know from Ecclesiastes, there is
nothing new under the sun. Hollywood is
simply echoing ancient, gnostic beliefs and
pagan spirituality, dressed up as New Age
enlightenment, which is asserting its influence over ever-widening circles of society.

H
ow are we as Christians to respond to
these renewed waves of pagan spirituality?
More importantly, how do we seek to
honour Christ in a world that more and
more seeks to tear him down?
There is a growing body of evidence
that the New Age movement is really not
all that new at all, but rather a modern
form of ancient gnosticism. In a nutshell,
gnostics believed that matter, including
the body, is an inherently limiting prison
or even evil drag on the good soul or spirit
of the person, and that the spirit is essentially divine – “a spark of God”, dwelling
in the tomb of the body.
For the gnostics, salvation meant
achieving a special kind of knowledge not

Tracy Gordon
generally known or even available to ordinary Christians. That gnosis, or knowledge, involved awareness of the true
heavenly origin of the spirit within, its
essential divine nature as an offshoot of
God’s own being. In this understanding,
Christ was an immaterial, spiritual messenger sent down from the unknown and
unknowable God to rescue and bring
home the stray sparks of his own being
that had become trapped in material bodies.
Listen to any New Age guru for a few
minutes and you will start to identify
some common themes. Lutheran theologian Carl Braaten defines the current
revival of paganism as the belief in “a
divine spark or seed [which] is innate in
the individual human soul. Salvation consists in liberating the divine essence from
all that prevents true self-expression. The
way of salvation is to turn inward and ‘get
in touch with oneself’.” The focus of
looking inward, adds Christian theologian
Peter Jones, in The Gnostic Empire Strikes
Back, is not to recognise one’s sin, but to
discover how good and powerful – how
divine – one is.
At the heart of gnostic belief is the
teaching of oneness – that there are no
boundaries in the universe. The Disney
movie The Lion King embodies these
beliefs perfectly. The Lion King teaches
that everything in the universe is a part of
a mass of energy. There is no place for a
Creator. The circle of existence consumes
even God himself. This teaching is known
as monism.
“As does the Gnostic, the New Age
believer identifies the real human problem
as ignorance,” writes Jones. Well-known
New Age thinker, Shirley MacLaine says:
“Individuals across the world are tapping

into their internal power to understand
who they are and using that knowledge to
elevate their lives and their circumstances
to a higher octave of happiness and productivity.”
What is androgyny?
At the heart of pagan spirituality is a
‘mystical, unitive experience – a state in
which distinctions disappear and opposites are joined’. Androgyny, on the sexual
level, reflects and confirms such an experience. “The androgyne is the physical
symbol of the pagan spiritual goal, which
is the merging of two seemingly distinct
entities, the self and God, and a mystical
return to the state of godhead prior to creation,” writes Peter Jones.
Androgyny seeks to transcend gender
differentiation by merging male into
female and female into male, creating a
“sexless” being.
What spiritual implications does physical androgyny have? Simply, and significantly, that the joining of the opposites
(male and female) is the destruction of
creational distinctions. In a world where
distinctions are eliminated, the ultimate
spiritual distinction – that of Creator and
creature – vanishes as well. And with cosmic consequences.
“In this new Age of Aquarius, where
there is neither good nor evil, the ultimate
liberation of mankind will finally be
realised – liberation from ethics, from
guilt, from sexual norms, and from God,”
writes Peter Jones.

W

hat does ancient gnosticism have to
say about androgyny?
Gnosticism refers to a body of heretical teaching denounced by the church
Fathers in the early Christian centuries. In
more recent times, people use the term to
include any form of religious belief which
emphasises any kind of dualism or the
possession of “secret knowledge”.
In a groundbreaking article on
‘Androgyny: The pagan sexual ideal’ in the
Journal of the Evangelical Theological
Society, Peter Jones says that examples of
“religious” androgyny can be found in
Syria and Asia Minor in the third century
BC, but that its clearest and closest
expression in that area comes from the
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Roman Empire at the beginning of the
Christian era. The worship of androgynous priests is well documented in
ancient historical literature, and the
androgynous (and homosexual) state is
recorded as being one which transcends
the “barriers” and “boundaries” of gender specificity and heterosexuality.
In the Gnostic Gospel of Thomas, it
is stated that to become a true disciple,
one must become a liberated gnostic,
untrammelled by the sexual distinctions
of the original creation. One must
become autonomous and move beyond
the bondage of one’s sex.
These are evil traps. For women this
means moving beyond the female state,
marriage and childbearing.
What does the Bible have to say
about androgyny?
From the Creation account in
Genesis, we learn that there is a purposeful distinctiveness in all that God
created. There is light and darkness,
there is land and sea, there is earth and
sky, there is male and female, and there
is Creator and creature. This distinctiveness is a hallmark of creation.
The pursuit of androgyny denies this
basic distinction between Creator and
creatures, between God and man.
Gender distinctions, therefore are part
of God’s original design for mankind.
We do not attain a “higher spiritual
state” by transcending these distinctions, but rather in understanding our
completeness in Christ.
Just a cursory glance around the
world today presents us with a startling
array of contradictions – and if you
begin to look carefully, it will become
clear that there is a leaning towards an
androgynous ideal in much of what we
consider current fashion. Consider for a
moment the progression of fashion –

shoulder pads, pant suits, “his pants for
her”, unisex haircuts, unisex shirts, and
unisex shoes. Several years ago Calvin
Klein released a perfume named
“Contradiction” – and it was promoted
as being “designed to reflect the variety
of modern lifestyles”.
Are these simply innocent expressions of taste or style? Perhaps. But
what if these realms which are largely
considered non-religious are subtly
working their way into the Christian
mind, such that we begin to accept, and
even approve, the world’s thinking that
there is a higher ideal than maleness or
femaleness – that it is commendable to
strive for androgyny in various parts of
life?
Some commentators state that the
road to the perfect androgynous balance
involves the destruction of the traditional male-female differentiation via
sexual alternatives and New Age feminism. This explains why it is now “cool”
to be gay, lesbian or bi-sexual. It’s simply the new pagan ideal.

WTheheretrendiness
to from here?
of declaring oneself
homosexual or bisexual is being seen in
increasingly younger people. The media
– both the “gay” press and time-honoured, venerable magazines and newspapers such as Time magazine – are rallying to support the cause of the socalled gender blur.
What the press fails to mention is
that the choices people make regarding
their sexual preference are not isolated.
As one commentator said, “It is no
longer a case of you do your thing, and
I’ll do mine.” The choices people are
making are deeply religious – though
they themselves may not even realise it.
In a world with no distinctions, God
fades into oblivion, at least in the minds
of those seeking to tear down the walls
of distinctiveness.
The primary distinction between
Creator and creature is the template
from which all other distinctiveness
must be understood. As people start
blurring the lines of distinction, it
inevitably leads to the ultimate denial of
the supremacy of God. God has created
our distinctiveness, not to oppress us,
but to demonstrate His purposes for us
– to live in vital, life-giving relationship
with him.
Tracy Gordon is finance and IT editor of
the Medical Observer Weekly, and worships at Ashfield Presbyterian Church,
ap
Sydney.
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A

recent article in the Australian
Financial Review about the phenomenal growth of an unscientific healing
mode “Therapeutic Touch” among
nurses and health professionals in the United
States claimed that – despite a carefully executed
study which disproved its efficacy and a clear
public criticism of its continued use – the
method was widely defended, and is still growing. At one point the writer mentions that the
historical roots of therapeutic touch lie in theosophy. (Theosophy, founded in 1875 by
Madame Blavatsky, derives from Hinduism, and
claims special insight into the divine nature
through intuition, or through revelation from
masters or avatars.)
I have to say that this reference brought a
little smile of recognition since, after years of
researching the New Age Movement in the
1980s I found that theosophy most succinctly
encapsulates the New Age religious syncretism. One could almost say that theosophy
has undergone a name change as part of its
propaganda push.
Therapeutic touch, touch for health, reiki,
rebirthing, shamanism, biofeedback – and
scores of other healing techniques – have now
become so mainstream that one barely raises a
questioning eyebrow when they are mentioned. The “lunatic fringe” or “hippie
weirdo” ideas have met in an apathetic middle
ground where there no longer exists the
“other”, or the distinctiveness of our western
tradition.
In fact, the whole phenomenon is rarely
any longer the subject of feature articles in
newspapers and magazines. That kind of
“wow, look what people are getting into now”
angle has virtually disappeared as we embrace,
almost unwittingly, the subtle perversions of
our traditional values and beliefs.
In the years since New Age research was
my consuming passion, much has changed.
The New Age concept has embedded itself
more effectively in our culture, becoming even
a defining aspect of it, and in the process so
inveigling its way into our subconscious as to
seem perfectly harmless and benign. I say
much has changed in the past two decades,
only in the sense that the unfamiliar has
become all too familiar, and the sense of fear or
threat from that which was once utterly foreign has left us; but in another sense, very little has changed.
The bombardment of New Age teaching
through books, films, TV shows, music, and
visiting gurus just keeps rolling on. Subtlety is
not required, since the voice of protest or
resistance has not so much been silenced as
never heard. There is no need today to fear
offending Western sensibilities – something
which struck me recently when The Age and
the Sydney Morning Herald’s Good Weekend
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An alien nation
New Agers are winning the battle for Australia’s soul.

Morag Zwartz
magazine ran a three-page feature on the
12-yearly Hindu Maha Kumbh Mela festival, a pilgrimage which brought 32 million
Hindus to the Ganges-Yamuna confluence
to bathe in the so-called holy waters. The
article featured large photographs of naked,
ash-smeared, dread-locked men wearing
expressions of which a kind interpretation
would be lacking composure. (Pilgrims’
Progress was the neat headline.)
As Christians, we live in a society which
is permeated by expressions of other religions as well as our own form of secular
humanism. This is the norm. We are the
aliens in their midst. The primary concern
of those researchers and writers of the ‘80s
and early ‘90s was that people should be
aware of the huge paradigm shift taking
place in our thinking and values, and alerted
to the transformation we were/are undergoing to mould us into a world culture and
a New World Order. Now this concern has
been addressed, and we are inundated with
warnings, what is left for us to focus on?
There are a few strands which I want to
tease out a little, in an attempt to make
some sense of where we stand, and how we
might respond. I know from personal
experience that many believers are greatly
concerned about friends or family members who are hooked on New Age teaching
or therapies.

F

irstly a comment which may be superfluous for AP readers, but one which
became imperative in my talks on New Age
healing practices. Alternative therapies are
not inherently or necessarily evil, dangerous, or sinister! There is no arbitrary line
which can be drawn between allopathic and
alternative medicine, relegating one as good
and safe and the other as dangerous or suspect. Conservative western medicine has

much of benefit, but is by no means the
conclusive answer to all our ills. There are
gaps, inadequacies, some of which are filled
by a more wholistic approach.
My personal position on this is to consult only the alternative practitioner who
also has medical qualifications and, where
New Age or alternative methods are concerned, to check their origins and underlying belief systems.
While researching the practice of reiki,
for example, I had a long discussion with a
reiki teacher in which she persuaded me
that I (too) could readily learn and practise
reiki – it mattered nought what I believed
or what my previous experience was. The
energies were simply out there, and available to anyone interested to learn to manipulate and direct. It hasn’t been difficult for
me to reject reiki!
That clarification aside, I’m concerned
that as a church we need to understand better what we don’t believe and why, and we
need to open our minds a little more as to
the real agenda in all this New Age transformation. As our Western cultural distinctiveness disintegrates into the global
mono-culture, and as our Christian sanctity is polluted by the pervasive popular
culture enfolding us, we need to become
more vigilant than ever about maintaining
our Christian separateness. We may even
need to reclaim some lost ground in this
arena.
Because New Age ideology promotes all
that is good and positive and beneficial to
mankind and to the planet, it is often difficult firstly to distinguish where we might
disagree, then cast ourselves in the unpopular role of dissenter
or resister. When
the efficacy or benefits of a certain practice – for example
the
therapeutic
touch referred to at
the beginning of
this article – are
being promoted, it
takes a brave soul to
question its suitability or appropriateness. After all, we’re
up against a logic
Alice Bailey

that says “if it makes you feel better it must
work, if it works it must be good, if it is
good its authenticity is above question”.
And this is the difficulty we face with all
New Age teaching – how to contradict that
which is always presented in a warm harmonious glow of peace and goodwill.
Wholism, interconnectedness, peace, harmony, respect for the natural world, inner
wisdom, unity, brotherly love – how can we
dispute these concepts? Not only do we
need to know what we don’t believe, we
need to develop a kind of biblical loathing
of God’s enemy and his attempts to delude
and deceive mankind with a counterfeit of
the true rescue operation by the Lord Jesus
Christ.

S

omething which struck me over and
over again as I read the works of
theosophists Alice Bailey and Madame
Blavatsky – famous humanist writers, and
more overtly New Age writers from a
range of disciplines – was how explicit they
were prepared to be about their plans for
our lives. They want to destroy our traditional values and beliefs, kill our religious
convictions, and then through the various
processes of transformation remake us into
malleable world citizens who have long
since lost the ability for independent
thought.
In the New Age religious fusion we see
the embodiment of all and every false religion, as well as the universal acknowledgment of the ancient wisdom, the secret
knowledge, the gnosis, of every cult and
priest-craft that man has devised, namely
that man is divine, man is God.
In our highly computerised and interconnected global community, with its collective consciousness well and truly raised
and ready to accept without distinction the
real and the virtual, trained and prepared by
countless screen versions of apocalyptic
and awesome rescue scenarios, how gullible
will we be when the final showdown
unfolds before us?
I find it very easy to believe that an enormous process of preparation is taking place
among the inhabitants of this planet, and
that the core of all this spiritual preparation
and resonance is to facilitate the worship of
God’s enemy.
We need to inform and arm ourselves in
every possible way to detect the strategies
of the devil, and to recognise the signs that
point to an already visible world order in
which the first casualty will be Truth himself.
Morag Zwartz is the author of The New Age
ap
Gospel: Christ or Counterfeit?
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Emotions aflame
Beware a Christian walk bereft of exhilaration, warns Maurice Roberts.

E

cstasy and delight are essential to
the believer’s soul and they promote sanctification. We were not
meant to live without spiritual
exhilaration, and the Christian who goes
for a long time without the experience of
heart-warming will soon find himself
tempted to have his emotions satisfied
from earthly things and not, as he ought,
from the Spirit of God.
The soul is so constituted that it craves
fulfillment from things outside itself and
will embrace earthly joys for satisfaction
when it cannot reach spiritual ones. When
Christ ceases to fill the heart with satisfaction, our souls will go in silent search
of other lovers.
The way to get God’s felt blessing on
our hearts begins with an act of faith. That
is to say, we must believe that there is such
a thing to be had in this life. If we do not
expect or even believe in such experiences,
the probability is that we shall know but
little of them. If it is part of our imagined
wisdom to scoff at religious experiences as
such and to smile condescendingly when
we hear devout men tell of their enjoyment of God in the means of grace, we are
guilty of quenching the Spirit and are not
coming in a hopeful or promising way to
the throne of grace.
By all means let us be dismissive of
spurious and unwarranted experience. But
there is, as we have sought to show, a true
and scriptural enjoyment of Christ which
is no fanaticism but the subjective fruit of
the gospel.
Then, having become convinced that
there is a genuine experience of a “felt
Christ” to be had on earth, we must go to
God in prayer for it. The blessings of the
covenant of grace are to be had by believing prayer, and the principle holds good in
this case also. We come to the throne of
grace as suppliants to receive this choice
favour of “tasting”, or being made subjectively conscious of the love God has for us
in Christ.

W

e often go astray at this point. It is the
way of many to begin in prayer with
strong affirmations of their love to God.
But let us be careful. We would start off
more promisingly if we began the other

IN THE
PRESENCE
OF GOD

way round, that is, by admitting how very
little we love God. The secret of getting
the blessing from God is to put ourselves
down as far as possible and to put him up
as high as possible. In effect, therefore, we
do well to start our prayer for the felt
presence of his love by telling the Lord,
not how much we love him, but how
piteously little.
Admittedly we cannot restrict prayer
to a formula or to a routine of words of
any sort, but we do need to begin always
by taking a lowly place at his feet whenever we come to him and desire a blessing,
as we ought at all times to do. It is our
folly to become habituated to praying
without any sense of God’s power upon
our hearts.
We do harm to our souls and hinder
our own progress in the knowledge of
God if we treat prayer as an exercise of the
mind only and do not expect to emerge
from the presence of God with a fresh
token of his love borne in upon us. It is a
mistake to pray with our mouths alone or
even with our gifts alone. Fluency is a
good thing but it is not the highest form
of prayer. In true prayer there is a concurrence of man’s spirit with the Spirit of
God. The Spirit assists us “with groanings
which cannot be uttered”. These are felt
by the worshipper and are the birth-pangs
which precede the blessing.
There is, however, the very real possibility in every Christian that he will learn
to live at a distance from the love of
Christ. Our corruption works in us a con-
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stant tendency to withdraw from Christ
into the shadows. Days and even months
can go past in the experience of the Lord’s
people in which they are virtual strangers
to the inward enjoyment of the love of
Christ in their hearts. The soul grows callous. Layers of worldliness or coldness,
like coats of paint on an old door, overspread the soul till we become accustomed to feeling nothing, enjoying nothing, expecting nothing, knowing nothing
of those heart warmings which are allimportant to spiritual well-being. The
next step is that the believer falls into a
dead formalism.
The consequence is that new companions are sought who are unfriendly to
heart-religion. Then corners are cut in
obedience to the Word of God. Finally,
offence is taken at the lives of those
Christians in the fellowship who are
walking with God in “the power of godliness”. These are now criticised by the
cold Christian as “too narrow”, “too
strict”, “carrying things too far”,
“extremists”, “trouble-makers”, and then,
at last, “not really belonging to our
church” because they are “old fashioned”
or “bigoted”.

C

ountless believers have declined in this
way. Part of the tragedy is that they have
fallen into coldness while convincing
themselves that they were serving God.
The scholar at his books persuades himself that he is too busy to spend an hour
each morning in secret devotions. The
pastor feels he cannot devote time to the
cultivation of his soul because he has too
many letters to reply to or even sermons
to prepare. The missionary cannot wait on
the Lord as he used to because of the pressures of language-study, and later on,
because of daily duties at the mission, and
later on still, because of deputation work
in the home country.
In these crafty ways does the devil lead
God’s people by a staircase which winds
ever downwards.
This is an edited extract from The Thought
of God (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth,
1993). Maurice Roberts is a minister in the
ap
Free Church of Scotland.
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Australian College of Theology
awards were conferred. The ACT graduates were:
Master
of
Theology:
Stuart
Bonnington (Like a mustard seed: a history of the PCWA from 1829 – 1901).
Bachelor of Theology: Peter Smith
(honours 2B), Graham Thomas (honours 2B).
Bachelor of Ministries: Tony Salisbury.
Graduate Diploma in Christian
Studies: Michael Wong.
Advanced Diploma of Theology:
Chris Perona (Distinction).
The college community, staff and fellow students enjoy these occasions, where
they acknowledge and enjoy the fulfilment of years of dedicated training. Peter
Phillips, moderator of the PCV, preached.

New students
A
n appreciative and attentive group,
including a contingent from the John Wilson also reports that the theoMelbourne Deaf Christian Fellowship, logical college staff are heartened by the
gathered on 12 February at Canterbury
Presbyterian Church, Melbourne, for the
annual commencement service of the
Presbyterian Theological College,
reports John Wilson.

fresh intake of students seeking to equip
themselves for service in Christ’s kingdom. The intake is not as large as in former years, but there is a discernible keenness to learn among the new students and

a willingness to contribute to the life of
the college. Many more have applied for
part-time study in the evening classes.
However, the Church should pray for the
Lord to raise up a new generation of men
who are willing and gifted to enter the
work of the pastoral ministry and undergo
four years of serious study.

Staff update

A

llan Harman, having been tested with
a further heart operation early in January,
has recently recuperated from a cataract
operation. He says he can again see clearly
all the pointing (the vowels) in his
Hebrew Bible.
Douglas Milne has returned from his
year of study leave and is refreshed and
keen to resume all his teaching duties.
John Wilson, having visited as supply
preacher at St Andrew’s Launceston during early March, is also preparing to speak
at the Tasmanian Bible Conference, a
reformed bible conference for ministers
and elders held in June at Port Sorell (near
Devonport). The faculty are making plans
to let John take six months’ study leave
for the second half of the year.

Bruce Leslie Smith
1932 – 2000

T
he death of Bruce Smith on 3 March
from leukaemia takes from us one whose
ministry of 45 years was conducted with
passion for the things of God, eloquence
of the highest order, a broad erudition
and a deep humanity. Perhaps the highest tribute we could give him would be
to say that he was one of the handful of
people whose students regularly found
him to be a great and inspiring teacher.
Bruce was born in 1932, and grew up
in the Eastern Suburbs. He attended
Sydney Grammar School and was part of
the fellowship of St Michael’s Church
Vaucluse. He entered Moore College in
1952, eventually graduating Th.L,
Th.Schol, Moore College Diploma, and
BD. He was ordained in 1956 and served
curacies in Chatswood, Willoughby and
Beecroft. Even more significantly, he
was one of that group of talented young
men who were recruited for theological
education by the then Principal Marcus
Loane and others, and who formed the
basis of the faculty in the later decades of
the century. Apart from a time in

England (1963-1966), he taught at the
college full time and part time from 1955
until his death.
He taught many subjects over the
years, but specialised in the area of philosophy and theology. He was at his best
in introducing students to the great
thinkers, Christian or non-Christian.
He had a remarkable way of empathising

with the situation of an historical person, whether Socrates or Schleiermacher
or Barth, and enabling his hearers to
understand what they were concerned
about, and why they spoke as they did.
The collapse of his marriage to Joan
caused immense pain to all involved and
was the ultimate reason for his withdrawal from full-time lecturing at Moore
in 1975. It was a devastating blow, not
just for Bruce, Joan (d.1979) and their
three sons, David and Robert and
Andrew, but also for the evangelical
cause of which he was so effective and
eloquent a champion. For then on he
was lost to the larger arena of public
ministry. But his remarkable work at
Sydney Grammar School where he
taught classics, and his frequent speaking
ministry in churches, house parties and
conventions continued.
Bruce is survived by his three sons
and their families.
By Peter Jensen, Principal of Moore
Theological College, Sydney.
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Hobart’s shining example

R
ev. Gregory Goswell has been Unbelievers are converting almost
appointed the new Old Testament and weekly in two Hobart churches, reports
Hebrew lecturer for a seven-year period.
Greg has been the parish minister at
Campbelltown (NSW) for the past 12
years and takes up his appointment in
January.

Ministers confer

T

he Melbourne theological college
again hosted the annual ministers conference from 27-29 March. The guest
speakers were Stuart Bonnington of
WA (speaking from Matthew’s gospel on
the ministry of the gospel) and David
Schulz of Tatura (the minister’s devotional life).

New leaf for Harman

A

t the Commission of Assembly of the
PCV, Professor Douglas Milne launched
a book of essays to mark Professor Allan
Harman’s imminent retirement after
more than 25 years teaching at the
Melbourne theological college. The
book, Israel and the Church, costs $15
(cheques to Presbyterian Theological
College) from Mrs Joan Milne, 49
Worthing Avenue, East Burwood 3151.
(See advertisement, page 2)

Appointments

Neil Mansfield. St. John’s Presbyterian
Church, Macquarie Street, and
Crossroads Presbyterian Church, which
meets in the Campbell Street Primary
School, North Hobart. In the latter, 95
per cent of its congregation of about 100
people have become Christians within the
past five years. David Jones, formerly
minister of St Johns (now Robert White)
planted the church recently, helped by
some members from St Johns.
My wife and I have just returned from
a one week holiday in Hobart. At
Crossroads we attended a ministry training seminar at 4pm, followed by dinner at
5pm and the regular worship service at 6.
At least 40 people attended the missions
training session on Walk-Up Evangelism –
mostly young, though there were half a
dozen or more 50 and overs. The training
was to be put into practice the following
weekend with evangelism door to door
and at the famous Salamanca Market.
Both St. John’s and Crossroads have
numerous mid-week activities. St. John’s
has 12 home groups operating bi-weekly,
all the home groups coming together for
prayer and bible study every alternate
week. There is also a weekly meeting
called Fuse for teens to university level
participants, Switch for grades 6-8, and
Rainbow for primary school children.

R
ev D. R. Robertson was inducted
into Scots Presbyterian Church
Melbourne on 2 March by the moderator, Rev. S.C. Kroeger. Rev. David
Innes preached, and Rev. Peter Owen
gave a charge to both the minister and
the congregation.
Rev. Dr Robert L. Carner has been
appointed the PCV’s Home Mission
director. Dr Carner will be based in
Melbourne at the Church Office, 156
Collins Street, Melbourne; phone: (03)
9655 1400.

Outside St John's, Hobart.

Home missionary

D

an Bosshard has been appointed
home
missionary
to
the
Clifton/Allora charge. Dan and his
wife Verena came to Australia from
Switzerland in 1992. They were members at Coffs Harbour Presbyterian
Church before moving to Brisbane to
study at the Westminster Presbyterian
College. They have two children:
Timothy, 6, and Stephanie, 5.

One of Crossroads Walk-Up-Evangelism
Training Groups.
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Cloning outrage

C

hurch groups angered by news of
human cloning experiments have condemned the research outright, saying that
human cloning is an affront to God and to
human dignity.
“It is irresponsible and immoral for
Professor Severino Antinori and
Professor Panayiotis Zavos to announce
their expectation of success in human
cloning,” said Mr Ray Hoekzema, president of the NSW Council of Churches.
“The arrogance of their claims is unbelievable. They have declared that they
intend to break the laws of nature – laws
which God has put in place for our good.
What they are seeking to do is an affront
to God – they’re effectively saying that
God’s creation, God’s choices, and God’s
wisdom are not good enough for them or
the rest of humanity. And now we hear
that Australian scientists are also involved
in secret cloning experiments. Where is
the ethical regulation for this sort of activity?”
Mr Hoekzema said the churches
believed that cloning research will destroy
life rather than preserve it, with scientific
data revealing that problems in pregnancy,
foetal abnormalities and early deaths in
newborn animals are the hallmarks of the
cloning procedure to date.

Coptic march for peace

T

he youth branch of the Australian
Coptic Association staged a peaceful
protest march through Sydney on 15
March to draw attention to the injustices
experienced by Christian Copts in Egypt,
especially the massacre of 21 Copts in the
town of El Kosheh on December 31,
1999. Placards and banners clearly
depicted their claims for “Human rights
for Copts”, “Stop barbaric acts against
Egyptian Christians”, “We demand basic
human rights in Egypt”, “21 killed –
why?”, etc.
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MAF’s fine vintage

T
he new WA Labour government had The Missionary Aviation Fellowship’s
barely been sworn in last month when original 1954 Cessna 170 VH-BUX flew
Premier Geoff Gallop announced three
controversial policies: legal brothels,
sodomy for 16-year-olds and decriminalised marijuana. The Festival of Light
reports that former madam Linda
Watson has been at the forefront of those
calling for the government to abandon its
plans.
In an article in the West Australian (6
March), she said: “It’s going to be the
worst mistake the government has ever
made with our children’s lives if they
make prostitution legal. To prevent a
prostitution boom like the one in Victoria,
we need tough laws against all brothels
and help for girls to get out.”

Euthanasia bill in SA

A
ustralian Democrats MP Sandra
Kanck introduced her Dignity in Dying

again at Bankstown on 7 April after years
in storage. MAF this year celebrates its
50th year of operational service into Papua
New Guinea. Cessna (Australia) generously contributed to the restoration.
MAF brought together vintage planes,
pilots, engineers and the public, to a vintage aircraft display and thanksgiving ceremony held at the Bankstown Airport terminal building.
Fifty years previously to the day – on
7th April 1951 – a group of men and
women also gathered together in prayer at
Bankstown Airport. About to ascend
into the sky bound for Papua New
Guinea was a state-of-the-art four-seater
British made Auster Autocar (VH-KAN)
piloted by Harry Hartwig (an ex RAF
pilot), accompanied by pilot/engineer
Bob Hutchins.

Bill to legalise euthanasia in the SA
Legislative Council on 14 March. Roslyn
Phillips of Festival of Light was the only
person in the Strangers’ Gallery during
Ms Kanck’s speech.
“Sandra Kanck does not seem to realise
that palliative care for the dying has come
a long way in recent years,” Mrs Phillips
said. “This pain relief is not euthanasia,
although the Australian Democrats and
Dr Bob Such seem to think it is. I pray the
time will never come when a doctor is
allowed to deliberately kill a patient. It
will destroy patient trust, as is already
happening in Holland.”

Child punishment bill

A

bill banning certain kinds of child
punishment should by now have been
debated in the NSW Upper House. It
has come under considerable scrutiny
from many quarters, but has raised particular interest in the Christian community.
The Crimes Amendment (Child
Protection – Excessive Punishment) Bill
2000 was first introduced to the house by
independent Alan Corbett last May.
The bill clarifies permissible forms
of punishment of children by parents
(or their agents). It makes it unlawful
to hit a child around the head or neck,
to use a stick, belt or other object
(other than an open hand, or in a manner that could reasonably be considered
trivial), or to cause more than shortterm harm.

world
news

Hindus obstruct aid

I

n the North Indian earthquake disaster
zone Christians and adherents of other
minority religions are being neglected in
the aid distribution. Hindu extremists
have also been trying to obstruct
Christian relief operations.
As a result of the worst earthquake for
50 years in the state of Gujarat an estimated 100,000 citizens have been killed
and 500,000 left homeless. In recent years
Gujarat has seen many attacks on
Christians by Hindu extremists. Some 50
churches have been torched and pastors
and evangelists beaten up.
Patrick Sookhdeo, international director of the Barnabas Fund, has just
returned to England with Canon Andrew
White, director of Coventry Cathedral’s
International Ministry, from a visit to the
devastated state. They reported that
Hindu organisations would not assist
Christians, Muslims or Dalits, formerly
known as “untouchables”. And ENI
quotes Samson Christian, a prominent
Christian activist in Gujarat, that Hindu
fundamentalists are conducting village-tovillage searches for Christian missionaries.
Ashkok Singhal, secretary general of
the World Hindu Council, has demanded
a “boycott” of $9 million of aid provided
by the Vatican because Pope John Paul II
had called for an evangelisation of Asia
during his visit to India in 1999.

New heart in Kosovo

T
wo boys from Kosovo with serious
heart defects have no idea they are the

Muslims rescue Christians

I

immediately came to the rescue and took
the unlucky passengers and the crew to the
Christian anchorage of Gudang Arang.
In another hopeful sign, the provincial
youth organisation of the Moluccas
Protestant Church invited delegates from
various Muslim youth organisations, who
accepted and intermingled well.

n February a speedboat with 15
Christian passengers capsized in the bay of
Ambon, in Indonesia’s strife-torn
Moluccas, due to a sudden gale. Three
speedboats with Muslims from Wayame

99th and 100th children to receive a lifesaving opportunity from Samaritan’s
Purse, the international relief organisation
headed by Franklin Graham. What they
do know is that they will return home
from England with an opportunity to live
normal, healthy lives.
Bekim Balazhi and Hamdush Maksuti,
both 16, underwent successful surgery in
February. Since the program started in
1997 in response to a critical need in
Bosnia, Samaritan’s Purse has brought
100 children to the United States for lifesaving heart treatment. Thirty-three hos-
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pitals in 19 states have provided heart care
for 73 children from Bosnia, 24 from
Kosovo, and three from Mongolia.

Bible League vindicated

AP
family
ads

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Come to sunny QLD!
Caloundra, Sunshine Coast.
Furnished 2 bed duplex. LUG.
Close to beach, town, church &
bowls club. $165 p.w. Available
May-November. Phone
D. Massie: (02) 8303 2601.
––––––––––––––––––––––––
Scrumdiddlyumptious!
47 page Cookbook
101 Recipes from Melton
Members, plus hints,
dinner ideas and more.
Send cheque for $10 per book (inc.
p&h) payable to:
Melton Presbyterian Church
c/- 26 Alkemade Drive
Melton Vic. 3337
––––––––––––––––––––––––
Sick of working in the city?
Small engineering shop in rural setting of Central west in NSW is
looking for a Chr. welder, fitter
and turner. 30 years+.
Manufacturing a unique farm
implement, with high potential, in
new W/S with modern facilities.
Phone: (02) 6847 4827.
––––––––––––––––––––––––
Born again Christian from UK
with wife and two sons is seeking
an employment sponsor, pref.
NSW, for a two-year work experience. Husband is experienced
builder, aged 33 yrs, and wife is a
qualified hairdresser. They are willing to re-train and/or undertake
any work offered.
Ph: (02) 6355 5063
Fax: (02) 6355 5783
Email: rejoice@lisp.com.au
––––––––––––––––––––––––
AP Family Ads is THE cost-effective way
of informing the Presbyterian Family of
God about your news or needs. For
ONLY $25 you have 12 lines or 45x60mm
and support this information ministry.
Phone: 03 9723 9684 Fax: 03 9723 9685
PO Box 375, Kilsyth VIC 3137
Email: austpres@bigpond.com

T
he US State Department has issued
its findings on religious persecution in
China, stating unequivocally that China
engages in organised, severe persecution
of religious activity that is not officially
registered with the government.
The 2000 Annual Report on
International Religious Freedom findings
are consistent with the reports of The
Bible League, a worldwide ministry that
is a leading supplier of Scriptures to the
house churches of China, almost all of
which are unregistered.
The report states that in some regions,
officials “imposed tight regulations,
closed houses of worship, and actively
persecuted members of some unregistered religious groups”. Some Christian
groups in recent years have trumpeted a
new openness and freedom of worship in
China. But those freedoms are not fully
extended to the estimated 80 per cent of
Christians in China – between 60 and 80
million people – who worship in house
churches.
The Bible League, while agreeing that
there is more openness than in the past,
and that some of the more severe methods of persecution are not as prevalent,
maintains that Christians in China continue to undergo persecution.

Genes not God’s language

G

erman theologians have warned not to
read too much into the spelling out of the
human genetic code. “This is, still not
God’s language”, said Professor Martin
Honecker, Bonn. The human genome
information, published in February, was
but a first step towards understanding
creation, he said.
Honecker remains cautious about the
“revolution”. Although the 30,000 to
40,000 human genes are identified, little is
known about their interaction. “The
Christian faith has always kept creator
and creation at a distance,” Honecker
said.
Professor Michael Herbst of
Greifswald regards the genome information as a “deeper insight into creation”,
although we are still far from understanding it. Scientists now had, as it were, a
“dictionary”, but still no “grammar”.
Professor Georg Huntemann, who
teaches ethics in Basel, Switzerland, said
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the idea that a human being could never
be reduced to his or her genes. Insight
into the genetic makeup of a person tells
us very little about his or her unity of
“body and soul”.

Best web site

A
merica’s
National
Religious
Broadcasters held its annual awards ceremony in Dallas in February. A highlight
was the association’s first Internet award,
won by Crosswalk.com. Nielsen
NetRatings ranked Crosswalk among the
Top 10 “Family and Lifestyle” sites for
repeat visits per person, and among the
Top 35 “Family & Lifestyle” sites in overall audience size.
NRB is an association of more than
1300 Christian communicators that fosters electronic media access for the gospel;
promotes standards of excellence,
integrity and accountability; and provides
networking and fellowshipping opportunities for its members.

Euthanasia conviction

A
Dutch doctor, Wilfrid van Oijen, was
convicted in April for killing a woman
patient (84) without her request and without consulting another doctor. Surveys
indicate that van Oijen merely did what
other Dutch doctors have done for many
years, but this is the first time such a case
has been successfully prosecuted.
Opponents of legal voluntary euthanasia
point to the “slippery slope” effect of
Dutch guidelines, which have led to involuntary euthanasia for family convenience
or to free up hospital beds.

Trust, Nigerians told

A
rchbishop of Canterbury George L.
Carey has concluded a two-week trip to
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation,
with a call for its leaders to trust in God.
He told the crowds in a stadium in Lagos
it was imperative that they rely heavily on
the wisdom of God if they hope to lead
the Nigerian people. At several stops in
the northern part of the country, where
tensions between Christians and Muslims
have led to periodic violence, Carey
emphasised a need for better relations
between the religions and peaceful coexistence.
“We have to find out what we share in
common with the Muslims so as to enable
us to live with one another without violence and rancor,” he told a meeting of
church leaders in Kaduna state.

F A M O U S
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Melody Green
Melody Green is the widow of Keith
Green, the famous Christian musician
killed in a plane crash in 1982. Both
were children of the New Age before
their conversion.

W

hen I was young, I started to
hunger for something I
couldn’t even define. I wondered about how I ended up
living on earth, and if there was life on
other planets. I’d lie in bed at night and
stretch out one arm towards the ceiling.
Then I’d move my wrist back and forth,
staring at it in amazement for the longest
time and thinking, “This is my arm, I can
move it any way I want to. This is my
body – but how did I get inside of it?”
God had something to do with it. But
who was he?
My parents never talked much about
God – since they had an interfaith marriage, they decided not to push me in any
direction. They told me I could choose
what religion I wanted to be when I grew
up. So I did what came naturally. I examined my options.
There was a little Jewish synagogue
right next door to us. When I was about
eight years old I decided I’d go to their
Sabbath School. I learned a little about
Moses and the Old Testament. We drew
pictures of Noah’s Ark and things like
that and taped them on to the wall.
Although I didn’t go for very long, I really
enjoyed it. I always had a warm feeling
when we talked about God, but he somehow seemed just out of reach.
Next I set my sights on the church
across the street from us. I found myself
wondering what kind of things they
believed in there – the Twenty First
Church of Christian Science. From my
second-story window, I liked to watch
everyone come out of church – the
crowds were extra big on holidays like
Christmas. And everyone got really
dressed up on Easter Sunday. The little
girls wore frilly pastel-colored dresses and
white patent leather shoes with matching
pocketbooks. It seemed like those little
girls were always holding hands with two

happy parents, and that everyone was
smiling and laughing. To me, Easter was
the Easter Bunny, colored egg hunts, yellow marshmallow chickens and chocolate
rabbits – but why people wanted to go to
church on Easter was a mystery.
One Saturday, I announced to my parents that I’d be getting up the next morning and going to church. All by myself, I
got dressed and bravely walked across the
street. I went alone since my mom was
Jewish and, I guess, my dad wasn’t interested. The church had really high ceilings
and it wasn’t very crowded. I sat towards
the back and just listened. Someone was
up front talking for awhile and then some
people in the congregation stood up and
talked a little. At the end of the service, I
walked slowly back across the street, disappointed. I was hoping to feel different,
but instead I didn’t feel anything.

B
ecause everyone at school could say,
“I’m Catholic,” “I’m Jewish,” or “I’m
Baptist,” at first I thought it was fun to be
two things. So I’d say, “I’m Jewish and
Protestant. I’m both!” But after awhile it
seemed like being two things was the
same as being nothing. I wanted to be
something, so I made a choice. I decided to
be Jewish. But other than the sense of awe

and respect I felt on the few occasions I
went to Temple with my mother, I had no
sense of having a real connection with
God.
Around about April in 1975 Keith and
I decided we wanted to go to church.
Since that was where most people who
believed in Jesus hung out, we thought
we’d give it a try. So we met Randy
Stonehill and another Christian rock
musician, Larry Norman, at the Little
Brown Church for their Sunday morning
service. I took my first Communion with
soda crackers and grape juice. I left with a
very warm feeling in my heart, and Keith
had a fairly good experience too. He later
wrote: “Stiff service but great, great sermon on giving.”
However, going to a Christian church
also made us face one of the major problems we saw with Christianity – the supposed deity of Jesus. Spiritual master, yes.
But God?
We were reading in our chocolatebrown King James Bible things like John
1:1, which said “the Word was with God
and the Word was God”. But we couldn’t
quite buy that. The idea even made Keith
mad.
Once before, we’d tried going to a little Protestant church in Van Nuys. When
we’d walked in, the usher in the back
looked overjoyed – I guess not many hippies went to church there. We found
some seats at the back and they started
singing hymns. As we opened the hymnal, Keith flipped through it reading various lyrics. Suddenly, he stood and said
loudly, “Let’s get out of here!” By reading
some of the words Keith realised these
people believed Jesus was not only the
son of God, but that he was God. We
walked out rather abruptly, and I was
embarrassed. Now we were facing the
“God question” again.
While growing up, Keith had read that
Jesus wasn’t God, but a man who possessed the “true idea of God” more than
all other men. As for me, I simply didn’t
see any way that a man who’d walked on
the earth could be God. There was no way
I was going to worship a man.
As we drove home Keith and I tried to
sort through the whole evening. We
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decided that we were really turned off by
the church service, but we really liked
being in a spiritual atmosphere, talking to
spiritual people. Keith wanted to go back
and check them out again the next week.
But I suggested that we shop around a bit
because the last thing I wanted was to get
stuck in that group. “Keith, if we’re going
to start going to church let’s check out
some more options. Maybe we should try
that group Randy Stonehill invited us to
go to.”
We parked in front of a large yellow
house that sat in a huge yard filled with
flowers and trees. Inside, we stepped into
a large entryway just off the living room,
where about 35 people were sitting on
couches, chairs or on the thickly carpeted
floor. We quietly found a spot on the
floor, smiled a bit guardedly and waited
for the meeting to start.

A
young man went to the front of the
room and sat by the fireplace. He introduced himself as Kenn Gulliksen. He
had yellow-blond hair, a round friendly
face, and his eyes were warm and smiling. He started speaking, and his gentle
manner immediately put me at ease.
Keith looked relaxed too. As we sat we
sang songs we’d never heard before. Not
knowing any of the words, we just listened:
Father I adore you,
Lay my life before you.
How I love you....
The words just flowed over me. People
broke into gentle harmonies that all
seemed to weave in and out of each other.
I felt a strange sense of peace start to wash
over me – a peace that was like the intense
emotions I’d felt on the night, several

Vacant Parish
The congregation of the
Gladesville-Hunters Hill
Parish within the Sydney North
Presbytery is seeking a minister
to lead them in a challenging
pastoral ministry.
For expressions of interest contact the
Interim moderator Rev. R.D. Garland:
9 Norma Avenue,
Eastwood N.S.W. 2122
Ph/Fax (02) 9874 5258

C O N V E R S I O N S

years before, when I’d seen myself at the
foot of the flaming cross. Only this time,
it wasn’t coming from a drug-induced hallucination. I closed my eyes and felt
myself relaxing.
Jesus I adore you,
Lay my life before you.
How I love you....
As they sang about Jesus I could picture him in my mind’s eye. It seemed so
natural to think about him in this place. A
moment ago, it had been a fancy Beverly
Hills living room, but now it seemed like
a place where the disciples of Jesus met. I
almost felt like I could reach out and
touch the fringe of Jesus’ robe as he
walked by. The spirit was catching, and
the song was so easy to pick up that Keith
and I started to sing along as they moved
into it a second time. I felt so wonderful
I thought I was going to fly off into
heaven.
Kenn Gulliksen closed the time of
singing with a simple prayer and started
talking about God. He said being in a relationship with God would change our
lives. That we could become new people
by asking Jesus to forgive our sins and
welcoming him into our hearts. There was
nothing weird or spooky about anything
he was saying. And the very best part was
that he made it seem like getting to know
God – really getting to know him – was
totally possible. It sure seemed like he
knew God.
Then he talked about how God sent
his only son down to earth to live among
us and show us the way to the Father. But
we needed to be cleansed of our sins to be
in a relationship with the Father – and
that’s where Jesus’ death on the cross
came in.
The only thing was, we needed to
receive it. “It’s like a beautiful present
from a friend,” Kenn said, “if you don’t
allow them to give it to you, you’ll miss
the blessing, and they’ll be hurt. You need
to open your heart to Jesus and let him
come into your life.”
Kenn spoke for about 40 minutes, and
when he was done he asked everyone to
bow their heads and close their eyes. He
asked, “Is there anyone here who wants to
ask Jesus into your heart – to give your
whole life to him? When you ask Jesus to
forgive your sins, you’ll become a brand
new person. It’s like being born again –
only it’s not a physical rebirth. It’s a spiritual one.”
You could almost hear hearts beating.
Then he said, “Just raise your hand if
you want to receive Jesus.” I sat with my
eyes closed. It felt like lead balloons had
been tied to my arms. My heart was
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pounding wildly, and I felt a pressure in
my chest. The invitation was repeated but
I could not raise my hand.
That week was one of the longest I’d
ever spent. As I stood in line at the market and ran around town with Keith, I
kept thinking, I want to go back. I hope he
asks us to raise our hands again. l hope it’s
not too late for me. My mind seemed stuck
and I could think of nothing else.
When Friday came around it seemed to
drag on endlessly. Finally, that night, when
we walked into that big yellow house the
excitement in my heart was at an all-time
high. We sat on the floor again, and when
the singing started I could hardly wait for
all the “preliminaries” to be over. Kenn
spoke again, and then – at last! – he got to
the hand-raising part.
“Is there anybody here that wants to
give their heart to the Lord?” he asked.
To my surprise I hesitated. I
thought, This is crazy; I’ve been waiting
all week.
For the next few moments I went
through an inner battle. Something
inside me did not want to be a Christian.
Other hands were raised but I was thinking, Maybe I’ll just raise my hand next
week.

Jpersonal
ust then, a gentle voice broke into my
war-zone. “I believe there’s
another person here who needs to
receive the Lord tonight,” said Kenn
patiently.
I knew he was talking about me. Then
I thought, That’s impossible. How could he
know?
The room was totally quiet.
My heart was pounding in my chest
and I thought, It’s now or never.
Something was tugging at me to open
my heart totally to Jesus, but something
else wanted me to keep my hands down.
These forces were working against each
other – right inside me! Then I knew
that I had to make the choice. I thought,
If I don’t raise my hand right now, nobody
is going to do it for me. I need to choose
sides.
Quietly, I slipped my hand high into
the air just as I used to do in bed at night
as a little girl. Only this time I knew what
I was reaching for.
Kenn immediately prayed for all of us
who were receiving the Lord that night,
and a rush of peace filled my heart – a
peace deeper than anything I’d ever experienced in my whole life.
This extract is taken from No Compromise
by Melody Green & David Hazard (Word
ap
Publishing, 1989).

E

L D

E

R

S

H

I

P

The apostolic tradition
Stuart Quarmby invites us to join the chain from Jesus to Barnabas to Paul to Timothy to...

I

recently talked to a fine (but very
busy) young man who was having difficulty deciding whether to accept an
offer to take up eldership in his
church. Although he felt a genuine sense
of being called into this service, he was not
sure that with work as a Christian teacher,
including significant school responsibilities, and changing family circumstances, he
could give this leadership role the time
commitment that he believed would be
necessary.
His perceptions had been shaped by an
observation over time of other church
leaders, some of whom had adopted a
“modern-day martyr” perspective, where
church commitments and the “service of
God before all else” superceded family
and health. At the opposite extreme, others had taken on the role of elder with
much enthusiasm, only to falter at the
first sign of an inevitable hurdle (the type
that no one expects in a perfect church).
Clinton picks up this second scenario
in his tongue-in-cheek rephrasing of
Matthew 9:36-38: When he saw the leaders,
he was filled with dismay, because so many
quit, so many were set aside, and so many
were plateaued and directionless. They had
lost their zest for leading. They had no clear
philosophy or direction in their leadership.
They were leaderless leaders. Then he said to
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
leaders with clear direction are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, and he will send forth
knowledgeable, discerning and directionoriented leader-labourers into his harvest.”
And what was the young man’s decision? Fortunately, the story has a happy
ending. Following discussion and prayer,
he decided that accepting the call was a
manageable proposition. Had he decided
otherwise, it would have been a tragic loss
of a very good elder in God’s service. I
wondered how many other young
Christian men in these busy times must
be facing the same difficult decision.

W

hy are effective elders needed in the
church?
When I was a fairly new Christian finding my way in the church, the minister at
the time approached me and said: “I think
you have the makings of a good leader in

our church – here’s what I would like you
to think about.”
He followed the conversation with a
series of meetings that lasted for more
than a year. We talked about football, marriage, children and, of course, church leadership. It is only with the benefit of hindsight as I reflect on these conversations
that I understand that his motives, apart
from a genuine friendship, centred around
the development of my Christian world
view.
Importantly, my recognition as a leader
in the community did not, in his view,
qualify me by association as a leader in the
church. I had reached that station by
virtue of the ability to demonstrate an
entirely different set of attributes.
One of these central differences is an
endeavour to view people and events from
a godly rather than a personal or corporate perspective, and to shift the focus on
to those things that will fulfil God’s purposes through the model of shepherding
and service provided by Christ.
As elders, we have a primary role to
identify emerging leaders who are filled
with the enthusiasm of the Spirit and
whom God has chosen, and to take a
proactive interest in their development as
godly men and women.
Moses took great care to develop leadership in Caleb and Joshua (Deut. 31,
Num. 13) and Samuel devoted himself to
the protection and nurture of David (1
Sam. 16; 19:18-24). Consider too, the
emphasis that Jesus placed on the importance of effective leadership in the continuing growth and expansion of God’s
kingdom. He provided the example for
Barnabas, who in turn recognised the
potential in Paul, who in turn developed
the great promise shown by Timothy...
It was Jesus who chose 12 men (tax
collectors, fishermen and others), not for
their standing in the community or conversational eloquence, but for their ability
to carry on the work of the gospel (Mt.
28:19-20), to edify the church and evangelise the world. In emulating Christ, we
in turn must seek to be committed leaders who seek to develop in future leaders
the ability to think and function after the
will of Christ and to be governed in

actions by biblical rather than worldly
principles.

A

ny assessment of the leadership of a
church must begin with applying and testing Biblical qualities such as those outlined in Paul’s first letter to Timothy (1
Tim. 3:1-7). As a practical example, I
believe the leadership at my church
reflects these characteristics, and that the
steady and solid numerical growth we are
now experiencing has no doubt been a
direct consequence.
The eldership have made it their focus
to be aware of both the needs of the congregation (Phil. 2:2) and those of the
wider community. It has been important
in identifying these needs not to pontificate but to engage the church and community in both word and deed so that the
leaders were credible, just as Paul built a
good reputation with the elders in
Ephesus (Acts 20:17).
Retreat days have been the vehicle for
the development of a good biblical foundation and framework, clear theocratic
leadership principles and directions, discipling and mentoring strategies, and
prayerful consideration of what God’s
will is for us both individually and corporately. The gifts of each of the elders (and
congregation) have been identified (Rom.
12:3-8, 1 Cor. 12:14-20), both personally
and from the perceptions of Christian
brothers and sisters. These have subsequently been developed.
As new leaders are being “trained on”
in our church, it is evident that the focus
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of the elders on modeling the leadership
of Christ through shepherding and service has largely been “caught” rather than
“taught”.
It is important to evaluate progress
constantly and to be wary of complacency. A previous decline in our church
membership was, in my view, brought
about by practices that were originally
fresh and well intentioned, but through
time and complacency had become ritualised and propagated by managers
with sight rather than leaders with
vision.
In all things, we must seek to maintain
a clarity of purpose which may mean
modifying or even dropping programs
and practices that no longer meet the congregation’s or community’s needs. Our
focus for regular evaluation should be first
on the identification of the gifts and talents that new members of the congregation bring and second on how best to use
these talents rather than to mould them as
best we can into pre-existing church programs.

DAlice
irection is also vital.
said to the Cheshire Cat, “Which
road will I take?” “Where do you want to
go?” “Anywhere.” “Then any road will do,”
replied the Cheshire Cat.
Like any organisation, a church will
suffer through a lack of direction. The
maxim that “if you are not headed somewhere, you are probably headed anywhere” is as true for many Presbyterian
churches today as it was for Alice.
Our broad objective at St Andrews is
to see a true revival through slow and
sturdy growth of the church, and building
and reinforcing a strong spiritual depth.
The mechanism is also there for the congregation to have an input into change,
thereby dulling the effect of what may
otherwise be a painful process.
The factors that contribute to a growing church include effective biblical leadership (this is a prime directive), structured Biblical input – good teaching, small
groups, a caring fellowship, one-to-one
evangelism (one quarter of our congregation attended a recent training series),
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community awareness (we have some
good ecumenical programs with other
churches and excellent “young mums”
and “men’s ministry” outreach programs,
but this is a target area for improvement),
people-centred thinking, a sense of direction, meaningful prayer – prayer groups
(triplets) and Bible studies, and a sense of
belonging.
How can you contribute? One suitable
starting point may be to lay aside any
immediate compulsion to be a shepherd
and servant to the whole congregation
and to emulate Christ’s focus on individuals through mentoring.
On one hand, it is important to realise
that this process must be adapted to the
needs of the recipient. For instance, a new
convert requires a solid foundation of
gospel truth. A struggling Christian may
require a full appreciation for what God
has done for them through the death of
Christ – an understanding that guilt and
grace can not co-exist. A potential leader
in the church, in addition to the above,
may be encouraged to examine his or her
own life in terms of godly parameters (1
Timothy 4: 6-7) before he or she acts as a
model for others.
Existing leaders need input that is
instructional (filling any gaps in knowledge), inspirational (giving direction and
setting an example), and relational (focusing on building friendships and the
importance of the body of Christ).
On the other hand, it is also important
to embark on some earnest and truthful
self-examination around important principles before committing to the process.
Ask yourself: Is my leadership Christ
centred? (John 15:5). Am I passionate
enough to see the process through? Am I
willing to listen in confidence and be there
when needed? Am I prepared to be open
and honest about my own failings and to
take the responsibility for correction and
admonishment where necessary? (Acts
20:31). Am I competent in the areas of
spiritual life that a person is likely to wish
to grow in and am I able to teach? Will
prayer take a prominent place?
It is important for any mentor to
remain regularly in contact, and even

accountable to another, and accountable
ultimately to God.
Now that my original minister has left
the congregation, it has been important to
establish regular contact and discussion
on spiritual matters with another
respected senior Christian; in my case the
incumbent minister. In turn, it is my privilege to have the confidence of two young
men who have accepted an offer of periodic discussion and assistance with their
Christian walk. Another will begin regular
contact soon.
As I ponder the work of Timothy in
the early church, it is evident that the time
and patience of Paul, his mentor, had produced a bountiful harvest, reflecting in
turn the work of Barnabas and Christ
before him.

Itimehavedeveloping
never inquired as to who spent
the Christian leadership
of my own mentors, but I am grateful for
the maturity and wisdom that has been
passed on. In turn, it is my prayer that
their time spent with me is not fruitless,
and that I in turn may leave a legacy of
biblical Christian leadership to some
among our next generation.
Your call to eldership may provide an
opportunity to engage in the spread of the
gospel and the development of the church
through emerging Christians that may
one day duplicate your efforts in the
development of others. Individual mentoring will provide the opportunity for
you to develop your local church while at
the same time not compromising your
responsibilities or the commitments you
have made to others.
If called to eldership, I would urge you
after prayer to accept the commission. I
pray that the Lord grant you the patience
to act in his time frame and the perception
to identify the makings of leadership
according to the wisdom of his word and
not by any worldly measures.
Stuart Quarmby is an elder and session
clerk at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Camden. He is deputy headmaster (pastoral care) at Broughton Anglican College,
ap
Menangle, NSW.
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Worship wigglebusters
Five games to keep children attentive in church.

C

ombine a squirrely child with an
hour-plus church service and it’s
no wonder the child (and the parent) can have a hard time paying
attention. You’ve probably tried distracting
your child with toys, bribing him with
snacks, even threatening him with a look
that says: “Be quiet right now, or you’ll
spend the rest of your life in your room.”

But helping your child enjoy church
doesn’t have to be difficult. With a few
creative worship-related activities, you
can encourage your wiggly one to pay
attention to the service and even understand what’s happening.
Try using a couple of these suggestions
each week.
1. Go to the head of the class. To limit
distractions, help your child choose a seat
near the front of the church, with a good
view of the altar and pulpit. This allows
him to watch the musicians and feel “up
close and personal” with the pastor.
Before the service starts, talk about the
different parts of the church — the altar,
the pulpit, the baptismal area, the communion rail, or anything else that might
be interesting to your child. Encourage
your child to notice how the pastor uses
these different parts of the church during
the service.
Bonus Points: During the week, take a
field trip to the church. Introduce your
child to the pastor and other members of
the worship team. Let him explore the
equipment and different vantage points in
the sanctuary. This cuts down on the
squirming involved in a visual exploration
of the sanctuary during the service itself.
2. Win, lose, or draw. Bring a sheet of
paper and a crayon or marker to help your
child take “notes” during the service. She
can start with simple pictures of what she
sees and hears, moving to words as she
gets older.
If your child is very young and needs
help drawing, take some time before the
service to draw stick figures to represent
the pastor and any other players in the
service. If the Scripture readings are based
on a Bible story your child knows, such as
Daniel or Noah, draw the people and animals from the story.
After church, ask your child to tell you

Barb Jenista
& Sue Miholer
about her pictures and write down what
she says. You might even save these “worship notes” in a special scrapbook.
Bonus Points: During the week, prepare listening guides with your child. Find
pictures of words she’ll probably hear
during the service: church, cross, Bible,
Jesus. You can find these kinds of pictures
in computer clip art, church-related publications, and stickers from a Christian
bookstore.
3. Guesstures. Words and concepts
used in church are almost a foreign language to many of us (especially children).
Allow your child to whisper to you when
he hears an unfamiliar word. After a quick
explanation, write down the word to talk
about later. When the pastor talks about
something your child is familiar with,
point it out to him. For example, if your
family likes VeggieTales and the minister
talks about facing problems, you might
whisper, “That’s just like ‘Dave and the
Giant Pickle’.”
After church, praise him if he listened well, and talk with him about
ways to apply what he has heard to his
own life.
Bonus Points: During the week, encourage your child and his friends to play
church. Let them be in charge as you take
the role of parishioner. This is a great way
to see what your child thinks church is all
about and clear up any misconceptions he
might have. Your conversations become a
natural extension of the sermon.
4. Password.
Look over the bulletin together. Ask
your child to help you find and circle
activities that might involve your whole
family, such as songs, prayers, or readings.
Underline unfamiliar words you can discuss later. If the order of service is listed,
draw an up arrow for when to stand and a
down arrow for when to sit.
Star the songs she knows or have her
look them up in the hymnal before the
service starts. If there’s a song sheet, discuss words she may not know. Teach her

the refrain of any new songs, so she can
participate.
Write out a list of words the minister
might use during the service and have
your child listen for them, putting a star
by the ones she hears. If your child can’t
read yet, use pictures instead.
To make this a competitive activity, put
the pictures or words on a bingo-like grid
and let your kids race to fill in their lists.
But remind them not to yell “Bingo!”
during the service.
Bonus Points: During the week, help
your child make her own word lists. Help
her think about words she usually hears in
church and write them down or draw pictures on a small sheet of paper. Increase
the number and complexity of the words
as her understanding grows.
5. The ungame.
Buy a notebook for every family member. Let everyone personalise and take his
or her own notebook to church. Tell your
kids they can use their notebooks to
record sermon notes, write word lists, and
note questions they might have about the
service or sermon. Before your family
leaves for church, have your children
write out one question you’d like them to
answer in their notebooks:
“How does the music make you feel?”
“What are three things you enjoy
about church?”
“If you could ask the pastor one question about today’s sermon, what would it
be?”
Bonus Points: During the week, use
everyone’s notes to review the message.
Talk about ways you can apply what
you’ve learned and discuss questions or
misconceptions.
And the winner is … Everyone! These
games will do more than simply help your
children make it through the service.
They’ll allow you to integrate church into
daily life. And you’ll enjoy a wonderful
closeness with your child in this special
aspect of life.
The authors can be contacted at
jenistab@hotmail.com.
Reprinted from Christian Parenting Today
(November/December 2000). ©2000 Barb
ap
Jenista and Sue Miholer.
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Hollywood religion
Unprotected, children imbibe New Age teaching through the media.

S

ix-week-old Baby Harry went to
see his grandfather in hospital. The
busy staff took time out to welcome him. He looked at them
calmly with big wondering eyes.
One nurse took a particular liking to
him. “He’s an old soul,” she said. “He’s
been here before.”
“Oh, no. He’s brand new!” said
Harry’s father.
But the woman did not hear him. “He
knows far more than we do. You can see
it in his face,” she said. “But he’s a perfectly new creation,” Harry’s mother
protested.
We have entered a new phase of social
consciousness in the global village where
ordinary Australians are subscribing to
beliefs once considered heathen and foreign. Perhaps this nurse is a committed
Hindu or Buddhist, but I doubt it.
Most Aussies today are picking up
beliefs like reincarnation from movies,
TV shows and women’s magazines. And
they are quite happy to incorporate them
with whatever vague memory of
Christianity their forebears handed down
to them.
Mary Catherine Fish wrote the story
of her husband’s battle with degenerative
illness (Reader’s Digest, November
1999). When she knew his life was coming to an end, she decided to concentrate
on his spiritual welfare. She organised a
service at his bedside. “A Franciscan
priest began the Mass with prayers and
blessings. I read a Buddhist meditation
and the priest led us in renewing our baptismal vows.”

T
his New Age of belief is the old syncretism of history – the attempt to sink
differences and effect union between religious sects or philosophic schools. India is
the traditional seat of syncretism. It is the
proud boast of Hindu scholars that
Hinduism encompasses every faith on
earth – from one god to many gods, that
all is god or nothing is god.
This kind of thinking has found fertile
ground in our society, where Christian
faith and practice are mostly a fond
memory from the past; something
Grandma believed or did. The infant

Marion Andrews
Timothy, who became the Apostle Paul’s
assistant, learned the Scriptures from his
mother and grandmother. In contrast
today, generations of Australian children
have been exposed to Asian religious
beliefs.
In the 1970s the TV program Monkey
promoted popular Buddhist mythology.
In the 1980s Astro Boy upheld
Confucian ethic and Shinto-Buddhist
beliefs. Star Wars relied heavily on
Westernised Buddhist thought. It told
us “a Jedi knight gets ‘The Force’ from
all created things”. Yoda tells Luke,
“There is no why.” Luke asks, “But how
am I to know the good side from the
bad?” Yoda, the typical guru, says, “You
will know when you are calm, at peace
and passive.”
With such evocative presentation, it’s
hardly a wonder that mature Aussies are
spouting heathen religious beliefs more
clearly and ardently than most Christians
talk about their faith. Christians cannot
compete on equal ground with modern
media.
We can, however, do what Eunice and
Lois did for young Timothy. We can teach
our children the truths of Christianity so
that they know truth from error in their

Baby Harry with his aunt Katy
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generation. Here are four challenges to
New Age thinking to help discern the difference between the voice of Christ and
the world.
In New Age, deity is passively one with
all being; hence the importance of conservation and ecology. The Christian God is
the Creator of Heaven and Earth, outside
of time and space, separate from his creation. At the same time he is deeply concerned for his creation, actively directing
all life.
New Age says all ways lead to god, nirvana, enlightenment. The Christian
gospel is offensive because it is seen as
intolerant. Jesus Christ is exclusive. He is
“the way, the truth and the life”. No one
comes to the Father but by him.
In New Age thinking, life is a series
of reincarnations. Through these man
gets many chances to ultimate unity
with all being. Christians know that we
have one life, one pilgrimage from death
to life.

R

eincarnation presupposes many
births and many deaths. Christians have
two births, one to death and one to life.
God’s Word tells us it is appointed for us
to die once, and after death comes judgment.
We look forward to resurrection when
our bodies shall be like Jesus’ glorious
body. After death, we do not become
something other than human; neither
angels, nor demi-gods nor “one with the
air, the sea and the sky”. We become the
people God intended us to be – truly
human. This is not a comprehensive list
but a start.
As a way of hiding these truths in their
hearts, I recommend helping children
memorise passages like John 1:1-14: “In
the beginning was the Word…” and John
14:1-6: “Let not your heart be troubled…” They can learn to recite before
they can read.
No family should be without a picture
book of The Pilgrim’s Progress as well as an
unabridged copy. It is vital that children
grasp truth early, so that, as they meet the
counterfeits beliefs Satan promotes, they
will know the truth and spot the differap
ence.
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Girls’ night in
Yes, it will be a Word-feast.

D

ear “em”, so you’ve been asked to
lead a girls’ bible study at church.
Year 7 and 8 girls can be a real
challenge! I guess you know that
already. Anyway, it’s a great opportunity to
make a difference in their lives. You asked
for a few tips. I’ve led plenty of Bible studies but not an all-girl group. Some of these
tips come from talking with a few other
leaders.
My first tip is, be clear about why
you’re meeting as a group. You’ll need to
work through that one yourself. What’s
your reason for running a Bible study? Is
it just an intellectual exercise or is there a
further goal you have in mind? Is it so the
girls will become Christians or, if they are
already, that they may grow to maturity in
Christ? They need to know the purpose
of the group too. Talk with them about
that the first time you meet. Then they
know what they’re committing themselves to. You haven’t got them there on
false pretences, and you’ve got a basis on
which to work.
We talk a lot about “teaching the Bible”
these days. But what do we mean? Don’t
fall into the trap of thinking you’ve done
your job as a leader by filling their heads
with information. Sure, it’s important to
teach correct doctrine. We need to know
what we believe and why. Don’t neglect
that. But teaching doesn’t stop there.
The New Testament includes correcting,
comforting, encouraging, equipping,
training, exhorting, admonishing and
even rebuking. All this takes time as you
tackle the passages, but it will bear good
fruit in your study group.
God speaks to us in the context of a
relationship. The Bible didn’t just drop
out of the sky! God spoke through the
prophets to his people. The word even
became flesh in the form of Jesus. So
work at sharing God’s word in the context of a relationship with the girls in your
group. If you’re not prepared to get
involved in their lives, you’d better not
start leading the group. You’ll also need to
think about ways of connecting the girls
with other people in the church. I
recently read about a youth minister who
revisited a church 10 years after he’d been
there. The teenagers who continued in

Colin Spragg
the faith as adults either had a parent who
set them a Christian example or a significant number of people in the church who
took a personal interest in them.
How do you get involved in their lives?
Here are a few suggestions I’ve picked up
from various leaders. Take time to get to
know the girls well enough so you understand their concerns and pressures.
Show you care by praying with them and
following them up outside the group.
Little things matter, like sending a card at
exam time or phoning them just to say
hello. If they’re into sport, watch them
play sometime. Share some of your interests with them. I know you love shopping, so take them shopping with you!
Check with their parents, of course. Take
another leader from church with you to
make the most of the opportunity.

M
y next tip is, be creative in the way
you lead. Avoid either extreme of being
dry and boring or obsessed with the latest
gimmicks. The secret is to keep your content Bible-based and be creative in the
way you illustrate and apply the passage.
You don’t have to stick to the question
and answer approach every week.
Take into account different learning
styles. Some girls enjoy having their own
book to write down a few notes and
prayer points. You can buy a few books
from a $2 shop and have the girls cover
them with wrapping paper and contact.
There may be a few girls in your group
who are a bit dramatic – so a role play on
how to apply a passage might work well
with them. You could do a few studies on
favourite psalms and get them to write
their own. Don’t overlook the value of
Christian songs to make your point.
Another idea is to find out what they’re

watching on TV, and use a suitable scene
to illustrate a point. At the same time you
can help them develop a bit of discernment about what they take in.
My final tip is, be accountable for how
you lead. First and foremost you’re
accountable to God. But don’t use that as
an excuse not to be accountable to the
other youth leaders and the leaders of the
church. If you can, seek out an older
woman in the congregation who can support you and pray with you. Be prepared
to take the initiative. There may just be
someone who would love to support in
that way. You’ll have weeks when the
study comes alive and others when you
feel really discouraged, so it’s important
to have people you can talk and pray with.
I hope you find these tips helpful. Feel
free to send me some of your own.
Regards, tdd.
Colin Spragg is Presbyterian Youth
Training
Development
Director
ap
(NSW).
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Movie Watch
The Exorcist

Reviewed by Kate Harris

S

traightaway a group of Christians
asked me why on earth the rerelease of William Friedkin’s The
Exorcist should be reviewed for “a
church magazine’’ – especially after the
Victorian Government, with the tacit support of some very media-prominent
Christian leaders, banned the film’s
screening on Good Friday. In fact, the
ban itself has refocused the nation’s attention on this film and its controversial subject matter, opening a wound that seems
to have been festering away for almost 30
years. It’s a film that Christian culturewatchers shouldn’t ignore.
Since its debut in 1973, The Exorcist has
been hailed by critics and audiences as one
of the most terrifying movies ever made.
Of course, as author Henry James discovered over a century ago, the concept of
evil corrupting innocence is a sure-fire
seller; his Turn of the Screw is a masterful
portrait of demonised children and hysteria. More recently, the movie The Sixth
Sense played with some of these aspects to
great acclaim.
But The Exorcist went where no film
has since been prepared to go; it pitted
Satan against the Cloth (ie the Catholic
Church), to many viewers seemingly at
the expense of the latter.

E
ven with the director’s inclusion of
“11 extra minutes!”, most readers know
the plot. The screenplay – based on
William Peter Blatty’s novel – traces the
gradual psychic disorder of the 12-yearold daughter of a famous film star. The
girl’s mother, distraught by the dramatic
changes in her daughter’s personality,
behaviour and appearance, exhausts all
medical and psychiatric options before
summoning Jesuit priest and psychiatrist
Fr Damian Karras to perform an exorcism.
The film’s climax centres around this
exorcism, as the possessing devil crosses

W A T C H

swords with Fr Karras and an older and
more experienced priest, Fr Merrin. The
ensuing battle to reclaim the child,
enthralling though it is, has still managed
to upset the apple-cart of many Christians
of all denominations.
However, apart from a few (and hardly
gratuitous) obscenities and foul-mouthed
expletives muttered by the devil/child,
what is there to shock and repulse
Christians so profoundly? Why has a fictional exploration of possession been
labelled as “blasphemous”?
At no point is Christ depicted, as in
Martin Scorcese’s The Last Temptation of
Christ, as anything other than as the
Scriptures portrayed him. True: both
priests were shown as flailing or infirm
humans of faith (Karras battling his own
demons of guilt and Merrin his frail constitution). But the subtle intermingling of
doubt and faith, despair and hope, of
devouring hatred and redeeming sacrifice
make the film more empathetic and accessible. True: some of the accusations the
Devil/child levels at the exorcists are
appalling, but what would we expect to
hear from the Prince of Liars? True:
there’s a Hollywood focus on the
Devil/child’s kinetic feats, but delete the
gallons of green gunk and sensational special effects make-up and you have a simple
storyline based on a theme that’s been
around since day one – the battle between
good and evil for mankind’s soul.
If we agree there is nothing inherently
evil about a film (which is ultimately, in
this case, some 160 minutes of reel), then
we have to look deeper at our reactions to
the thesis or theses we perceive therein.
As the recent attempted banning of the
film for Good Friday would suggest,
Christians may need to come to grips
with the ever-present morbid fascination
with Satan.
Do Christians’ protestations to this
film come from sheer squirming embarrassment that, after considerable time and
effort spent writing the literal Evil One
out of much of our theological narrative,
we’re still taunted by the portrayal of a
real, live person of Satan? Or worse, that
we are still witlessly afraid in our hearts
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that there is such a being?
Follow this thread along and one could
wonder if some of the violent reaction by
Christians against this film reveals a
deeper sense of inadequacy with our grasp
of biblical theology. Do we need to
rewrite or censor a film that – in a nutshell
– depicts a spiritual battle, simply to
reassert the triumph of Christianity? Or
can we accept, as the film itself purported,
that the “power of Christ compels” the
obedience of even Satan himself in the
end?
It’s this inconsistent blurring of the
boundaries between art, psychology and
theology that is more disturbing than the
film itself. In this age of artistic post-modernism and revisionism, our inability to
dissemble wisely is a hindrance, not a help.
It’s appropriate to take a stand against gratuitous obscenity and a morbid preponderance of violence, but not because we
got the story (a concept in a film, a book,
a piece of art) confused with history (ie
Christ’s victory over Satan as revealed in
the Scriptures).
But surely it’s not wrong to ban such
offending material (ironically, it’s alleged
that Pope John Paul favours this film
because it incites believers to be on the
watch against Satan) on “holy” Christian
days?
The distinction of holy days aside, as a
marketing professional, I can think of few
better ways to further canonise the
offending material in impressionable and
hyper-sensitive minds.

Fhugeinally,challenge
fight art on art’s turf; that’s a
for Christian film-makers
to negotiate this subject matter with both
theological smarts and cinematic style.
As far as the 11 minutes of extra
footage is concerned, it’s not worth your
$13. There’s a few so-called subconscious
images thrown in, an extra bit of dialogue
in existing scenes, and a creepy, if rather
silly, new body contortion. However,
there is a splice of dialogue, between the
two priests, that holds something of
worth from a Christian perspective.
When asked why Satan would possess a
child, the elderly priest responds: “I think
it’s to make us despair – to make us think
that God could never love us.” He
reminds the younger priest not to be distracted from his holy purpose by the
things that Satan says or does. Proof that
profundities can spring from the most
unlikely of sources.
Kate Harris is a Brisbane-based communiap
cations consultant.
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The Gnostic Empire
Strikes Back

Peter Jones
Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed,
1992.
Reviewed by Tom Morrison

W

hat is gnosticism and what is its connection to the New Age movement? Why
do we need to know about its origins and
its present guise? What implications does
the resurgence of gnosticism have on us as
Christians? In The Gnostic Empire Strikes
Back Peter Jones deals with these complex
and pressing issues in a simple and informative way.
Gnosticism, deriving from the ancient
Greek word gnosis, refers to “inner
knowledge” and the concept of “finding
one’s self ”. Today gnosticism, under the
guise of the New Age religion, offers
everything from “soul memory kinesiology”, “life enrichment”, “shamanic
reawakening” to “past-life regression”.
But, as Jones tells us, there is a definite
coherent agenda.
“A dazzling diversity tends to mask any
underlying unity, and the extent of its
agenda … is not always obvious. But as
time goes on and the movement flexes its
muscles in public, there are signs of deep
tentacular power and ideological coherence.” The recent surges in homosexuality, feminism, abortion, ecology, multiculturalism and political correctness, he
argues, are not just disconnected issues,
but are “part of a coherent pagan agenda
poised to impose its religious belief-system on the new world order of the 21st
century.”
As the author traces the history of
ancient gnosticism and its infiltration of
the church in the 2nd and 3rd centuries,
we see startling parallels with today’s
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‘New Age’ movement. The goal of gnosticism is to discover “self-knowledge” and
overthrow the Creator/creature distinction. According to Jones, the infiltration
of Gnostic sympathisers into the church
is proving disastrous today.
Jones highlights the terrible irony that
America – a nation founded on firm,
reformed Christianity – is fast becoming
the New Age centre of the world. “Hot”
and “cold” wars, economic recessions,
poverty and the hollowness of materialism and capitalism have fueled the New
Age resurgence. We learn of the spiritual
vacuum left in the wake of existentialism,
Freudianism, evolutionism and Marxism –
all failed, all sent humanity looking for
spiritual answers to the great problems
facing the world. The problem is that people are now placing their hopes in a false
New Age spirituality.
The Gnostic Empire Strikes Back is,
therefore, an essential read for the
Christian eager to get a handle on the
New Age. Its simple format and accessibility means it can be read fairly easily. I
recommend, however, you re-read the
book once or twice to get settled firmly in
your mind the complex and challenging
issues that face humanity and the Church
today.
Tom Morrison worships
Presbyterian Church.
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Depression:
A Rescue Plan
Jim Winter
Surrey: Day One, 2000.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

A
braham Lincoln was once so depressed
that he described himself as “the most
miserable man living”. The prophets –
notably Elijah, Jonah and Jeremiah –
knew something of depression, and it is
raised in many Psalms, notably 42 and 43.
Sometimes it may be linked to physical
problems, as in the case of Spurgeon who
suffered from Bright’s disease. Sin may
also trigger off depression, although
depression is not inherently sinful.
Christians can know depression; the
issue is how to get out of it. Samuel
Rutherford wrote: “When I am in the cellar of affliction, I look for the Lord’s
choicest wines.” Katie once shook Luther
out of his depression by dressing up in
mourning garments and telling him that
God was dead. Luther saw the point, and
recovered.

Winter helpfully distinguishes between
low self esteem, which is often only a
form of inverted pride, and self-acceptance which is a psychological fruit of the
gospel (see 1 Cor.15:10). He is not intrinsically opposed to the use of medication,
but points out that perspective is what
leads to contentment.
There are a few mistakes – the unjust
condemnation is not unjust but unmerciful, the Fifth Commandment is given as
the Seventh – and some observations may
be debatable, but there is nothing to get
depressed about, and it is a book which
should prove helpful to many. I particularly like the advice to know the Psalms.
We lose much if we are not often in the
Psalter.

Gender Questions

John Benton
Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2000.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

W

ayne Grudem and John Piper edited
Recovering Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood back in 1991. It was a monumental piece of work. Now John
Benton has produced a rather truncated
version of its treatment of some of the
major biblical texts (Gen.1:26-28; 2:4-25;
Eph.5:21-31; 1 Tim.3:1-16). Benton
wears his scholarship lightly, so the result
is a short work which is easily read but
not lacking in substance.
The author is well aware of the issues
associated with each passage. Not only is
there a clear exposition of each passage,
but practical application as well. The three
appendices are also quite helpful, and I
was especially glad to read of Benton’s
view that women can serve on the diaconate.

Christian Singles

Any nice singles can join!
Send for FREE colour brochure:

PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 4955 5445
www.christiansingles.com.au
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billion people who are 80% Hindu,
12% Muslim, 4% Sikh or other religions; about 2% are Protestant, and
nearly 2% R.C.; pray for faithfulness
under persecution, and effective witness to Christ.
JUNE
1 Philippa Crossan of Ashfield church,
Sydney, as she works with European
Christian Mission among the last
migrant population in Sydney especially in the ECM bookshop.
2 The College Committee and state
committees overseeing Theological
education – not only for ministerial
and deaconess candidates but for the
whole church membership.
3 Gordonvale-Babinda-Innisfail parish,
north Qld;about 40 communicants
and 4 elders; Phil and Glenda
Simmonds.
4 Church and Nation committees
preparing statements on moral and
other public issues, and their conveners (John Stasse, Vic.; Peter Moore,
N.S.W.; Des Gallagher, Qld; Rod
Waterhouse, S.A.; Daniel
Combridge,Tas.; Keith Morris, W.A.).
5 The work of Talua Ministry Training
Centre, Santo, Vanuatu – national and
expatiate staff (including Andy and
rosemary Williamson) and all students.
6 Now that Pentecost has “fully come”,
pray that the life-changing power of
God’s Spirit may be seen in all our
congregations and the surrounding
community.
7 Warrnambool parish, south west
Vic;about 550 communicants and 40
elders; Chris and Fiona ten Broeke,
Philip and Sandra Burns.
8 Drummoyne parish, Sydney;about 55
communicants and 6 elders; vacant,
Jim Elliott, interim moderator.
9 Julie Mbaisa (nee Kettniss) from
Ascot, Brisbane and Jimmy, working
among young people in Windhoek,
Namibia, Africa.
10 Presbytery of Kilnoorat western
Victoria; 6 parishes 15 totalling con-

11
12

13

14

15
16

17
18

19

20

gregations with 1180 communicants
and adherents, 1 school principal, 1
minister under jurisdiction; Philip
Burns, Clerk.
Fremantle Chinese home mission station W.A.; about 185 communicants;
vacant, Keith Morris, interim moderator.
Par for all “ruling” (non-ministerial)
elders that existing elders may grow in
their ability to give spiritual oversight
to the church and that God will raise
up new members with leadership gifts.
Charleville-Blackall home mission station, western. Qld.; about 22 communicants and 4 elders; Allan Grant and
the associated S.W. Queensland P.I.M.
Patrol – Owen and Sally Oakes.
Michael and Ulrike Safari of Burwood,
Sydney working in an outreach ministry to Moslem people with
Operation Mobilisation.
Samoan parish, Fawkner Vic; about 40
communicants and 11 elders; Simalu
and Urima Cowley.
Drs. Patrick and Jennie Fung of the
Chinese Presbyterian Church, Surry
Hills, Sydney, in their work in
Singapore with Overseas Missionary
Fellowship (formerly in Pakistan and
Hong Kong).
Geelong North parish, Vic; two congregations with about 40 communicants
and 4 elders; Allen and Narelle Lendon.
Ask the Lord to give all our congregations a vision for the winning of
young and old to “faith in the Lord
Jesus and obedience to Him”, that we
may be less preoccupied with our
internal problems.
Intercede for the Christian church
among Indonesia’s 220 million people
– 9% Protestants and 3% Roman
Catholic amid 80% Muslims and 4%
other faiths – for national stability and
protection under persecution.
Presbytery of Moree, northern N.S.W.;
5 parishes and 3 home mission stations
totalling 21 congregations with 870
communicants and adherents, 1 overseas missionary; Elizabeth Styles, Clerk.

✃

31

MAY
Ronald and Maryanne Fowler from
Tuggeranong, A.C.T., in their administrative and support ministry at the
WEC centre, Strathfield, Sydney.
Wynnum parish, bayside Brisbane;
about 100 communicants and 6 elders;
George and Lucille Logan.
Paul and Carol Lukins from western
N.S.W., as they prepare to go to
Ethiopia with S.I.M. to work among
the Mursi people.
This Ascension Day, reflect that our
Lord Jesus has all authority over the
nations, not only the church, and pray
for God’s Kingdom to be manifested.
Seek for the Lord of the Harvest to
send out more Australian Presbyterians
to work in church planting work in
the Chiba area, eastern Tokyo, Japan.
The Reformed Church in Hungary –
some 2 million adherents in 1100 congregations and the other Protestants
who make up 24% of the population
(10 million) which is 62% R.C. and
13% non religious.
Toowoomba South parish, Qld.;
3 congregations with about 65 communicants and 2 elders; vacant, Ken
Gardner, interim moderator.
Gladesville-Hunters Hill parish,
Sydney; about 65 communicants and
6 elders; vacant, Dennis Garland,
interim moderator.
Bruce and Jill Murray of Hurstville,
Sydney, as they continue the lay training ministry of Campus Crusade
(LIFE Ministries) for whom they have
worked for the best past of 20 years.
Presbytery of Illawarra, N.S.W.; 7
parishes and 2 home mission stations
totalling 19 congregations with 1500
communicants and adherents, 1 ministerial candidate, 2 naval chaplains, 8
retired ministers; Peter Currie, Clerk.
The Christian church among India’s 1
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In praise of Potter

R
e. the article on Harry Potter
(Parenting, AP, February), when dealing
with fantasy it is helpful to ask whether
the author discredits Christianity or distorts the battle between good and evil. We
should not automatically disqualify a
work due to the mere presence of witches
and wizards. Being a wizard gives Potter
power and licence to carry out his adventures and uphold the power of good
against the evil Lord Voldemort.
Second, in fantasy wizards and co. are
good or bad morally, not in relation to
God or the devil. The same is true in C.S.
Lewis and in Tolkien (that is, there are
both good and bad wizards/witches).
Third, the melding of the “imaginary”
with modern Britain may concern those
who think it promotes the occult. But I
feel that the mythical attire, riding broomsticks, turning into animals, giants, goblin
bankers, dragons and three-headed dogs
do not belong to the world of Wicca and
devil worship.
Harry Potter is not Narnia or Tolkien’s
Middle-Earth, but it is still a great read!
Natalie Peeler,
Tamworth, NSW

Heavy Traffic

I found Phil Campbell’s recent review of
the film Traffic thought-provoking. I can
understand why Christians may have serious reservations about viewing such a
film. The movie industry is in the habit of
desensitising us to violence, sex and drug
use: indeed these sins are often glorified
and made out to be socially acceptable.
Further, as Campbell wrote in his
review, the script has disturbing language
as well. In light of this, one might feel disinclined to view it – yet after seeing it
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myself, I can see the movie’s relevance to
a mature Christian audience. It is certainly
not entertainment; nevertheless, it is a
gripping, almost real-life documentary of
the forces that are destroying the moral
and spiritual values of the West.
The feeling of despair that I felt after
seeing the movie highlighted one important fact. We live in a world of sin and,
while it is important to continue the fight
with drugs, the only true and lasting remedy that exists is the power and saving
grace of Jesus Christ.
The only solution for widespread evil
begins with the individual’s heart.
Providing larger budgets for government
policing of the drug trade, while helpful,
does not address the real problem. Thank
you, AP, for preparing the viewer for the
hard-hitting nature of the film, without
discarding its true worth.
Andrew Hastie,
Ashfield, NSW

China’s growing church

Ilished
n World News (AP, February) you puban article entitled “Communist
Church 50 years old”. I wish to draw your
attention to the excellent China’s
Christian Millions by Tony Lambert
(Monarch Books, 1999). Lambert was
formerly a British diplomat to Beijing and
Tokyo and is now director of China
research for OMF International (available
in OMF offices).
Lambert’s book, “the fruit of three
decades of research, reflection and writ-

ing”, covers all provinces of China in
considerable detail and also the registered (TSPM) and unregistered House
Churches. China’s Christian Millions is a
thrilling account of the sovereign work
of God in China. It must stir us to praise
for the amazing revival in China and also
to prayer for the Church of our Lord
which grew out of the fierce persecution
of the Cultural Revolution to become
“arguably the fastest growing church on
earth”.
One cannot make generalisations
about the church in a nation of more than
1.3 billion people. Lambert conservatively
estimates there are 30 to 50 million
Christians; other estimates are much
higher.
My objections to your article are first
that your heading appears to label the
TSPM Church as a Communist church.
The Lord is working in and through this
church in many places to bring revival, so
your label is quite inappropriate. Second,
the news item says “the TSPM is regarded
by an increasing number of Chinese
Christians as corrupt and spiritually bankrupt”. The use of TSPM is ambiguous. If
it refers to the Communist Government’s
Three Self Patriotic Movement then this
sentence may be an apt description of this
body, but Lambert writes that the actual
TSPM churches are “overwhelmingly
evangelical and undergirded by traditional
evangelical teaching (with some exceptions)”.
Roger Hogan,
Epping, NSW

Eliza Ferrie Lectures 2001
MA in Theology Subject

“Righteousness and Justification in Paul”
–––––––––––––

20-24 August 2001
Lectures given by Professor Don Carson

from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield Park, Illinois, USA.

For more information please contact:
Presbyterian Theological Centre
77 Shaftesbury Road Burwood NSW 2134
Phone: (02) 9744 1977
Fax: (02) 9744 5970
Email: adminptc@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com
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Pesher? Pish!
Barbara Thiering’s method produces a surprising result.

G

iven a free ride by a gullible and
uncritical
media,
Barbara
Thiering has been able to air her
views on Jesus and the Dead Sea
Scrolls so that they have gained far more
prominence and credibility than they
deserve.
Since a goat first wandered into a cave
at Qumran in 1948, and the Dead Sea
Scrolls were discovered, there has been
much debate concerning the dating of the
Qumran community and the identity of
the
anonymous
Teacher
of
Righteousness.
Dr Thiering claims that the community wasn’t founded until 20AD and the
Teacher only emerged in 26. The vast
majority of scholars think that this is 100
to 200 years too late.
Dr Thiering then goes on to identify
the Teacher of Righteousness with John
the Baptist, and later the Wicked Priest
with Jesus. John is thus not the forerunner of Jesus but his great opponent. This
view is set out in graphic, albeit unconvincing, detail in Jesus the Man, published
in 1992.
Using what she mysteriously calls the
pesher technique, Dr Thiering claims that
both the New Testament and the Dead
Sea Scrolls employ hidden historical
meanings. With a touch of melodrama, Dr
Thiering writes: “Eventually I could come
to terms with Christianity only by seeing
it as a symbolic language, pointing to
something that could not be expressed in
words.”
Alas, Dr Thiering does express herself
in words, and she postulates that Jesus
was never born of a strict virgin.
Furthermore, he did not die on the cross

Peter Barnes
but was revived by Simon Magus, even
though the poor man had his legs broken.
Jesus married Mary Magdalene, by whom
he had three children, the last one (a son)
being born in March 44.
This is proven, for those with eyes to
see, from the Bible’s statement that the
Word grew (Acts 6:7; 12:24). One wonders how we ever missed it. However,
Mary, who of course is identified as the
Rhoda of Acts 12, and is regarded as mad
and unbelieving, decided to leave her husband.
Hence Jesus divorced her, but he
opened the heart of Lydia (Acts 16:14)
and so married her. Lydia, naturally
enough, was a female bishop, and no
doubt today would have been interviewed
with much sympathy by the ABC.
The Fathers of the early Church
doubted the mental stability of the gnostics, and we can understand why. Irenaeus
referred to gnostic views as “baseless
speculations” and “perverse interpretations and deceitful expositions”.

L

eonie Star considers that Dr Thiering’s
views are “original and challenging”. I
suppose they are original in a sense.

The pesher method seems to have
something in common with the approach
of the second century gnostic Valentinus.
Valentinus postulated that God (who is
pure spirit and unknowable “Depth”) was
lonely so he made two spirit Aeons
(divine beings). These were Nous (masculine) and Aletheia (feminine) who in
turn produced Logos (Word) and Zoe
(Life).
Eventually, there were 30 Aeons. The
number 30 could be arrived at by any
number of means. To begin with, one
could add the numbers from Matthew
20:1-16 (1st, 3rd, 6th, 9th, 11th hours).
More soberly, one might add the number
12 from Christ’s being twelve when
teaching in the temple or calling twelve
apostles to his conversing with his disciples for 18 months (sic) after the resurrection, or the fact that Ihsous begins
with an iota (with the numerical value of
10) and an eta (with the numerical value
of 8).
I can remember playing games like that
as a child. It was all along the lines of “take
away the number you first thought of”
and “add on your grandmother’s birthday”. Actually, in recent months I have
been employing the pesher method
myself, only not on the Dead Sea Scrolls
or the New Testament, but on Dr
Thiering’s writings. I have made a startling discovery: Dr Thiering is actually
Dame Edna Everage, and she is having us
all on. But where is the ABC when you
want it?
Peter Barnes is books editor of AP and minister of Revesby Presbyterian Church,
ap
NSW.
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