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Strange but wonderful
It may be foreign territory, but Hebrews addresses a permanent problem.

C

harles Spurgeon, the great
English preacher, once said of a
sermon series on the Letter to the
Hebrews that he heard as a young
boy: “I have a very lively, or rather deadly,
recollection of a certain series of discourses on Hebrews, which made a deep
impression on my mind of the most
undesirable kind. I wished frequently that
the Hebrews had kept the Epistle to
themselves, for it sadly bored a poor
Gentile lad like me.”
While I suspect it was the preaching
itself, and not the letter, which caused
such misery to young Charles, nevertheless, there is no denying that the Letter to
the Hebrews is one of the most complex
parts of the New Testament.
Anybody who comes to the Letter for
the first time is usually struck by the
strangeness of its ideas. It’s definitely foreign territory. Its language and concepts
seem alien to Christians living in the secular world of the 21st century. It speaks of
a world which seems far removed from all
that we find familiar. As soon as we begin
to read it, we feel like tourists who have
stepped out into a strange land whose language and culture are unknown. We read
of heavenly sanctuaries, Melchizedekian
priesthoods, blood sacrifice, eternal
covenants and other unusual terms. So
much of it seems like dark mutterings and
mysterious cabala from an age that is
long-dead.
Nevertheless, if we baulk at the
strangeness of some of its terms, we do
ourselves a great disservice since the
Letter to the Hebrews addresses a serious
spiritual problem that every Christian will
face at some stage in life. I am speaking of

Reply Requested
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the problem of spiritual tiredness, or what
William G Johnson refers to as “tired
blood”.
Sooner or later every Christian faces
this problem – not tiredness of body, but
tiredness of soul. It’s possible to become
spiritually weary and to abandon the
Christian faith. That’s the warning of the
Letter to the Hebrews.
It was a problem that certainly faced
Christians in the early church.
Interestingly, it surfaced only a short time
after Jesus completed his earthly ministry.
Obviously, spiritual weariness doesn’t
take decades to develop. It often strikes
during times of stress and disappointment. This was the plight of some Jewish
Christians to whom the writer of the
Hebrews sent his famous letter.
The author reminds us that one of the
signs of “tired blood” is that we lose a
sense of wonder about the greatness of
the salvation that we have in Christ (2:3).
It’s not that we deliberately reject the
Christian faith. That may happen later
(10:29). But it never starts off like that.
The road to desertion starts by degrees.
First, it begins with “drifting” from the
Gospel and ignoring its wonder. This in
turn leads to “hardening of the heart” by
sin (3:7, 13), which is followed by “turning away” (3:12) and “trampling the Son
of God underfoot” (10:21).
Perhaps you’ve realised that you are in
a somewhat similar situation to these
Jewish Christians. You have “tired blood”.
You have grown weary in your faith and it
has lost some of its sparkle. You are beginning to ask: “How important is my faith
in Jesus Christ? Is it essential? Do I really
need to go to church? (10:24,25) How do
I overcome my tiredness?”
The answer to that question is to meditate on the greatness of Jesus Christ and
His salvation. You can do that best by
reading the Letter to the Hebrews. It is a
masterpiece of thinking about Jesus
Christ and his work of redemption. If
you’re spiritually tired, one of the best
remedies is to meditate on Christ as the
eternal Son and our Great High Priest. It
requires intellectual effort, but what you
learn will invigorate you for the rest of
your earthly journey.
Peter Hastie
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From the Convener

A
s we begin 2001,
may I thank you for
your continued support of the National
Journal. I am continually gratified by the
positive responses that I receive to it
throughout Australia, and I value your
constructive comments about how to
make it better.
In response to my invitation in
December to offer suggestions for future
issues, I am glad to say that a number of you
have contacted me. We are certainly giving
your comments serious consideration.
Subscription renewals are reasonably
on target, but we need to increase our
subscription base. May I encourage you to
renew any overdue subscriptions as soon
as possible and introduce new subscribers
to our journal with a gift subscription.
Numbers of you do this, and it is one way
to remind a friend each month of your
concern and support of them as they grow
in their understanding of the faith. If you
haven’t done this before, it’s one way of
keeping in contact with people who are
fringe-dwellers to our churches. It shows
you care. If every subscriber took out one
gift subscription for a friend, we could
offer you a better-quality magazine by
doubling our readership.
Finally, a special plea to ministers.
Those who work on the journal do so in
conscious support of your ministry. Their
aim is to encourage you in your work by
raising the level of biblical, theological and
apologetic understanding in your congregations. Please help them to help you by
encouraging elders and members of your
churches to subscribe and read the journal. We would also appreciate you
prompting members of your congregations to write thoughtful letters to our letters column. This is a wonderful way to
instruct and edify one another as we clarify issues that vitally affect our understanding and growth as Christians. Please
help us in our Centenary Year as the
Presbyterian Church of Australia.
Robert Benn,
Convener, National Journal Committee ap
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Two testaments, one Bible
Hebrews links Old and New, protecting us from a false two-tier approach.

J

ust before serving in Vietnam in the
’60s, Normie Rowe made his name as
a rising Australian pop singer. One of
his biggest hits of the time, taken
from Gershwin’s musical Porgy and Bess,
had the title It ain’t necessarily so! The song
was essentially having a go at traditional
Christian beliefs. He sang, over and over,
“the things that you’re li’ble to read in the
Bible ain’t necessarily so!”
The ’60s was a time for questioning
traditional beliefs and practices. Since
many of the examples in Rowe’s song
came from the Old Testament, the song
tended to reinforce the widely held view
that the Old Testament is irrelevant to
modern life.
Sadly, however, not only the secular
world takes this view. Many churchgoers
seldom read the Old Testament, finding
little relevance for the Old Testament in
their daily lives. This is exacerbated by the
fact that few preachers expound the Old
Testament.
We do hear from time to time character studies of some of the great men and
women of the Old Testament. We also
occasionally hear sermons that launch out

Joe Mock
from a favourite Old Testament text of
the preacher. But such preachers seldom
explain the context of these Old
Testament texts, with a result that the person in the pew does not appreciate the
intended theological thrust of the text.
We hardly hear the Old Testament
referred to as a guide for daily living
despite the unmistakable fact that virtually every human emotion and experience
is referred to somewhere in the Old
Testament. Even many devotional aids
have only superficial reading in the Old
Testament.
Why this should be a cause for concern
is the clear picture in the Gospels that the
Old Testament was the Bible of our Lord

Jesus, not to mention the Apostle Paul.
From his early youth our Lord diligently studied the Old Testament
Scriptures to see what they said about his
role as the promised Messiah of Israel.
Tempted by the devil at the start of his
public ministry, he counteracted the
devil’s deliberate misuse of Scripture by a
right understanding and application of
Scripture (Mt. 4:1-11).
In his interaction with the disciples of
John the Baptist as well as the religious
leaders of the day, Jesus demonstrated
that his earthly ministry was underpinned
by the Old Testament (Mt. 11:1-6; 5:1720). After his resurrection, he walked with
two of his followers to the village of
Emmaus, patiently explaining how the
Old Testament Scriptures pointed to him
and his suffering (Luke 24:27, 44-48).
In many ways, the Book of Hebrews is
a pivotal book of the Bible as it fleshes out
for us the biblical and theological context
of the person and work of Christ.
Hebrews links the two Testaments of the
Bible as it helps us to understand who
Jesus is and what Jesus achieved on the
cross. It explains how the ritual of the Old
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Testament (especially the priesthood and
the Day of Atonement) is fulfilled in
Jesus Christ.
There are as many as 38 quotations
from the Old Testament and some 55
indirect references to the Old Testament
in Hebrews. When the New Testament
quotes from the Old Testament, the quotation is often introduced by the words
“as it is written” or “as it is written in —
the prophet”.
Hebrews also uses these introductory
formulae, but what is striking is that
Hebrews frequently employs such introductions as “He (ie God) says” (Heb. 1:6
– see also 1:7,8,10; 2:13; 4:5; 5:6), “as the
Holy Spirit says” (Hebrews 3:7 – see also
10:5) and “the word of encouragement
that addresses you as sons” (Hebrews
12:5). In each of these introductory formulae the verb is in the present tense. This
is Hebrews’ emphatic way of underscoring the fact that God continues to speak
to his people through the Old Testament
Scriptures.

T
herefore, we should be aware of the
danger of having what might be termed a
two-tiered system of viewing Scripture.
Such a system would view the Old
Testament as on a lower level to the New
Testament. If we are not careful, we can
easily adopt such a two-tiered system of
Scripture, either consciously of unconsciously.
One mistake that was not uncommon
among Christians of an earlier generation
was to consider that the Old Testament is
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Curtain from the holy of holies

characterised by law whereas the New
Testament is characterised by grace. These
days Christians are apt to think incorrectly that “the New Testament is more
the Word of God than the Old Testament
is because it teaches us what to believe and
how to live”. If we get to grips with the
message of Hebrews we will not fall into
such error.
It is not just what we say we believe
about the Old Testament that counts but
also how we actually read and apply the
Old Testament. A famous international
Bible expositor led a preaching seminar
attended by hundreds of keen preachers.
The seminar was truly inspiring as the participants were challenged and equipped to
become workmen who “correctly handle
the Word of God” (2 Tim. 2:15).
But what was intriguing was that he
declared that it was his practice to encour-
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Missionary Aviation Fellowship has a vacancy for an Information Technology
Officer with their Papua New Guinea operation based in Mt Hagen, to
commence as soon as possible.
The successful applicant will provide support services and training to about
40 IBM PC users on a Novell network. A relevant tertiary qualification is required
for entry to PNG in this capacity. The appointee will work closely with the
Information Technology Manager who is based in Cairns.
A job description and other information will be sent on request to email
<Laurie_Hughes@maf.org.au> or telephone (03) 9890 4009.
This is a salaried position in accordance with standard MAF rates.
Furnished housing is provided together with relocation costs, etc.
Reply in writing enclosing a CV to:
Mr Laurie Hughes,
Personnel Manager
PO Box 211, Box Hill VIC 3128
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age those starting a preaching ministry to
concentrate almost exclusively on preaching from the New Testament. Although
he would almost certainly be opposed to
such a thought, he was unwittingly reinforcing a two-tiered system of viewing
Scripture.
What he should have pointed out is
that it is more challenging and more difficult to preach from the Old Testament
than the New, so those starting a preaching ministry should bear this in mind as
they expound both Testaments to proclaim the whole counsel of God to their
congregation.
The key theme of the Book of
Hebrews is the theme of the New
Covenant. Indeed, the phrase “the New
Covenant” occurs far more often in
Hebrews than in the rest of the New
Testament. The New Covenant is, in fact,
the focus of Hebrews 8-10.
To understand the New Covenant we
must understand the Old. Hebrews helps
us appreciate the elements of continuity
and discontinuity between the covenants.
The New Covenant is continuous with
the Old as it is the same God who initiates
both, and as the Old Covenant is a
“shadow” or “type” of the New Covenant
which it anticipates. The New Covenant
is “new” because it is a new expression or
a new dimension of God’s covenant with
men and women. On the other hand,
Hebrews points out that the New
Covenant is discontinuous with the Old
because the Old Covenant is termed
“obsolete” (Heb. 8:13).

O

ur Church’s tradition over the centuries has been to emphasise God’s
covenant with men and women. Our
unmistakable affirmation that both the
Old Testament and the New Testament
are the inspired Word of God which continues to be our final authority in all matters of faith and conduct is clearly
reflected in our Church’s Subordinate
Standard. Further, our understanding of
the sacraments (in particular, infant baptism) indicates our understanding of the
continuity between the Old Covenant
and the New Covenant.
We must be faithful in proclaiming the
message of the whole Bible to a generation
which is spiritually lost.
When was the last time your minister
expounded the Old Testament from the
pulpit? When was the last time your
Home Bible Study Group did serious
study of a portion of the Old Testament?
Joe Mock is a minister at the Chinese
Presbyterian Church, Surry Hills, Sydney. ap
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Reading Jewish mail
The Jew first, then the Gentiles: the warnings are for all.

E

ven though the book of
Hebrews was written to Jewish
believers in Jesus, we who are
Jewish don’t think it wrong for
you to “read our mail”. Better is the
theme of the book, and the author
intends to show the “betterness” of Jesus
the Messiah over every religious system,
pattern, and personality by which Jewish
people might find religious devotion or
completion. Simply put, Jesus is number
one.
The author issues a series of nine
warnings that frame the message to
Jewish believers. Like the messages to the
seven churches in Revelation, each is particular and concerns the new messianic
church and its following Jesus in discipleship. We will only review three of these
warnings here, due to space considerations.
Warning one: Give heed or drift (2.13). “Pay attention to what we have heard,
so that we do not drift away from it, for if
the word spoken through angels proved
unalterable … how will we escape if we
neglect so great a salvation?” Neglecting
the salvation of the Lord brings horrible
judgment. This stems from not giving
heed to what we have already heard.
The author basically warns, “You
looked into the light of the glorious ‘betterness’ of Jesus. If you dismiss what we
are telling you, it will be as if you were
present at the miracles of Jesus and dismissed him with the back of your hand. If
the revelation at Sinai by angels brought
responsibility, so much more will the revelation of the Son of Man bring judgment.”
The writer includes the phrase, “drift
away”. Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3,
“keep sound wisdom and discretion …
and your foot will not stumble ... and the
Lord will be your confidence and will
keep your foot from being caught” (2126). Slippage implies some kind of accidental, not very careful drifting.

Bob Mendelsohn
and less obvious to the drifter. Drifting is
a function of releasing the anchor. The
author warns Jewish believers to plunge
the anchor deep and to prevent drifting by
continuing to listen to the message of
Christ, even though they’ve heard it many
times before.
Remember the story of the elderly
apostle John? Some carried him into town
each week at his life’s end where he told
the saints to “love one another”. Finally
one day someone murmured, “tell us
something new”. John replied: “When
you learn this lesson, we can go on to
another.”

Warning two: take care or harden
hearts (3.12-14). “Take care, brethren, lest
there should be in any one you an evil,
unbelieving heart in falling away from the
living God; but encourage one another
day after day, as long as it is called ‘Today’,
lest any one of you be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin.”
The author warns through the use of
Psalm 95. Here the wilderness generation
fell before they ever got to the promised
land. God says he was angry with this generation, and swore that they would not
enter his rest. Spies brought back two
reports and Israel heeded the majority
report. Their unbelief in the land of
promise reflected their relationship with
the Promising One and they died before
Joshua brought in the next generation.
The author says that personal faith will
overcome the lostness of the wandering
we now endure. Yes, the Messianic Jew
will experience difficulties, but if we will
“take heed” we will make it to the new
promises of God. The Greek word means
voluntary observation. The obviousness

D

rifting is not the same as jumping ship
although they have similar results. A sailor
will be just as lost if he drifts from his
moorings as if he jumps from his ship.
And yet, the death that is sure is slower
AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 7

H
of the situation deserves our watchfulness.
The same hardening of heart that levelled the wilderness generation could level
the new generation. To prevent that, the
watchfulness of the saints is required.
Jesus warned us to watch with him. This
too is a reflection of the Older Testament
term “watchman”. The watchman leaned
forward to notice what was going on.
Human effort spent prevents hardening
of heart. Specifically, believing encouragement safeguards the new believers.

L

ater in Hebrews, the author tells the
Jewish believers to “strengthen the hands
that are weak and the knees that are feeble” (12.12). He may have been citing
Sirach. “Drooping hands and weak knees
are caused by the wife who does not make
her husband happy” (25.23). However, I
suspect it was a different image altogether.
Job could truly talk about taking care or
hardening his heart. His story is not only
epic; it is universal. And in the midst of his
pain, Eliphaz the Temanite, one of Job’s
friends told him, “You have admonished
many, and you have strengthened weak
hands. Your words have helped the tottering to stand, and you have strengthened
feeble knees.” (Job 4.3-4) Eliphaz may
not have understood what God was doing
with Job, but he did preach correctly that
Job’s words were used to bring strength
and help to many.
Similarly Isaiah said, “encourage the
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exhausted and strengthen the feeble”
(35.3), and I believe this strengthening, as
in the case of Job, is accomplished by our
words. Perhaps that’s why we get so many
of our surveys back from Jewish believers
throughout the world who say that the
number one need among them is “for fellowship with other Jewish believers”. We
need to encourage each other, and all the
more as the day of Jesus’ return draws
near. The world is opposing us at every
turn and it is God’s kindness that keeps
us. Strength comes from those near us
who put power in our feeble and weak
limbs by their words of God’s grace.
Warning three: Don’t lay the foundation again or fall away (6.1-12 selected).
“Therefore leaving the elementary teaching ... let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance …
For in the case of those who have once
been enlightened ... and then have fallen
away, it is impossible to renew them again
to repentance.” Calvin had much to say
on this. Both the Montanists of
Tertullian’s time and the Novatianists
later argued from this text in support of
their rigorism in excluding the lapsed
saints from penance. In fact, it seems that
this is one of the reasons for the delay in
according canonical status to Hebrews.
Calvin cited Augustine: “[he] somewhere defines it as persistent stubbornness even to death, with distrust of pardon” (Institutes, 3.3.22) yet considered
this definition weak. Rather, he said, I say
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that they sin against the Holy Spirit who
with evil intention resist God’s truth,
although by its brightness they are so
touched that they cannot claim ignorance.
Such resistance alone constitutes this sin.”
And again, “those who reject it are not
those who with dissolute and uncontrolled life simply transgress the Word of
the Lord, but those who deliberately
reject its entire teaching.” (Inst. 3.3.23)
Or to put is as simply as the Westminster
Dictionary of Christian Theology, “the
deliberate disavowal of belief in Christ
made by a formerly believing Christian”.
For me the main issue is to heed the warning and to help others as well. We are to
press on to find the maturity of the believing community.
If we don’t, the consequence will be
the abandoning of one’s confession. I’ve
seen this many times. Michelle, a Jewish
woman from my home town had given
her life to Jesus. She wanted to experience
the joy of our Messiah. She came now and
then to Bible class, but very soon, withdrew. She wouldn’t answer my phone calls
or receive my visits. No surprise that only
a couple years later, she married an unbeliever and subsequently denied the Master
who bought her.

H

ere in Sydney, I’ve met all kinds of
people who want to know about God and
our Messiah. After they come to faith, our
first job is to encourage and teach them,
and assemble them together. So our Beth
Messiah gathering each Saturday began
last April, and we delight in what is happening. We encourage new believers to
meet with each other, and it is a joy to see
it happen.
But there are those who withdraw, and
unless God brings conviction, they will
not be around in two years. They will have
distant memories of Christianity and say,
“I tried it back then.” The warnings of
Hebrews are not only historical; we need
to hear them today!
This is certainly very true for Jewish
Christians. It is my prayer that not only
here at Beth Messiah in Sydney, but
throughout the world, all who call on
Jesus as Lord will keep listening and keep
growing. When we keep and share the
Word of God many find his grace and
strength for another day. This is good
news for Gentiles as well who have read
our mail!
Bob Mendelsohn is the director
of Jews for Jesus in Sydney. Email:
bobmendo@aol.com. He has his own webap
site at members.aol.com/bobmendo.
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New blood
Hebrews provides a transfusion of comfort and challenge for ailing faith.

Why is Hebrews important?
The Letter to the Hebrews is important because of the way that it interprets
the person and work of Christ for a specific audience of professing believers.
They were probably Jewish Christians in a
church or series of house-churches. The
writer’s audience is being pressured from
various directions to soften and renounce
their commitment to Christ. It is a particularly important letter, not just because
of what it says about Jesus Christ but also
because it addresses believers who are
under great pressure to abandon their
faith.

What sort of spiritual problems does
it address?
The Letter to the Hebrews is usually
explained as a letter written to encourage
Jewish Christians who were being persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. Some
scholars say that the writer’s aim was to
encourage them not to go back to
Judaism. There’s probably a large measure of truth in that.
However, the more I read the letter,
the more I think that there are other (perhaps related) issues involved as well. The
writer is really concerned about his readers’ moral indifference and spiritual
lethargy. It seems that they have “tired
blood”. They appear to be lazy, tiring or
wavering in their commitment to Christ.
It’s possible that their spiritual tiredness
revealed itself in their tolerance of “certain
strange teachings” (13:9). They were in
danger of letting go of the essential truths
of the Gospel relating to the person and
work of Jesus Christ.
There’s also the possibility that these
Jewish Christians were becoming tolerant
of permissiveness and immorality. For
example, the writer warns them to “keep
the marriage bed pure” (13:4).
So the situation that the writer is
addressing is relatively complex. The readers are probably Jewish Christians living
in or around Rome in the first century,
who are experiencing pressure from a
number of different angles. Their great
temptation is to water down their
Christianity, or even to give it up entirely.

Dennis Ireland
talks to Peter Hastie
Many of them, it seems, are also in danger
of just drifting away from Christ (2:1),
perhaps not so much into Judaism as general irreligion.
Of course, all these problems are very
relevant to the modern church. The letter
deals with issues that go well beyond specific issues that affect Jewish Christians.
There is more to this letter than Jewish
believers going back to Judaism, though
that was certainly involved in the original
setting.

Does it address many of the issues
that lie behind the drop-out rate
from today’s evangelical churches?
Yes. This is particularly true given the
fact that the Letter to the Hebrews has a
special emphasis on how Christians can
help one another to persevere spiritually.
The writer emphasises that believers have
a responsibility to encourage one another
to persevere in going on with the Lord.
This corporate emphasis is needed to
address the individualistic consumerism
that’s typical of so much evangelicalism in
both the United States and, I assume,
Australia. A common attitude that we
meet in the church is “I’ll go to a church
for a while and sample it. If it doesn’t
meet all my felt needs, then I’ll move on
somewhere else”.
Interestingly, the Letter to the
Hebrews deals with this attitude in its
stress on the corporate side of perseverance. The writer wants us to be part of a
local body, to have a role in it, and for the
members to be mutually encouraged by
one another.

Is there a central theme to Hebrews?
Well, the letter has been summarised in

a number of different ways. Some people
see the theme as “having faith in Jesus by
obeying and persevering”. A scholar by
the name of Trotter sees it this way.
It’s also been described as a tract that
makes a case for persevering in Christian
faith on the basis of the superiority of the
revelation that we have in Jesus Christ. In
this sense, the revelation that we have in
Jesus is better than and supersedes all
prior revelation from God. This is obviously an encouragement to persevere as a
Christian because there is no other place
to go for salvation apart from Jesus. The
letter certainly emphasises our access to
God as well as all the privileges that we
enjoy as believers (10:19-22). Indeed,
these privileges exceed all the blessings
that we could ever have enjoyed under the
Old Covenant.

How does this knowledge help us in a
post-modernist world?
It helps us a lot because it reminds us
of several things. First, there is a God.
This is not a subject of debate. The writer
simply assumes what is self-evident to
everyone in his opening statement of the
letter (1:1,2).
Second, the author of the letter stresses
that God communicates with us. He tells
us that the God who spoke in the Old
Testament is the God who has now finally
spoken in and through the incarnation of
his Son. He reminds us that God can
speak to us in words or propositions. Of
course, we shouldn’t be surprised that this
is unattractive to the post-modern mind.
Third, he informs us that God has spoken to us in a final way through Jesus
Christ. And this Jesus, he tells us, “is the
same yesterday, today and forever”.
(13:8). This means that in Christ, God is
communicating truth that is eternally true
and definitive. The truth that we receive
from Jesus doesn’t change from age to age
since Christ “remains the same and his
years never end” (1:12).
In other words, the incarnation of his
eternal Son means that God can speak
unchanging truth to us. And I think this
is a direct challenge to the post-modernist
claim that there is no such thing as eternal,
absolute and unchanging truth.
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about God will affect how you live.
The reason why I am so motivated to
push for clear and precise biblical theology is because theology is absolutely
essential for the spiritual health of the
believer and for the church as a whole.

PHOTOGRAPH: WWW.DOMINI.ORG

Hebrews presents great doctrines in
logical sequence. How important is
precise and ordered thinking about
Jesus Christ for godly living?

Altar of incense

How does the author of Hebrews
speak to our predicament as human
beings?
He makes it clear that even despite the
existence of the Old Testament sacrificial
system, which was God’s idea, there is still
a wall of separation between God and
man. And, of course, that wall is sin. But
even the Old Testament sacrificial system,
as God-given as it was, couldn’t deal with
sin once and for all. It couldn’t cleanse the
conscience completely (9:9). Hebrews
speaks to our condition by reminding us
of the separation that sin brings between
us and our holy God. It also tells us how
that separation is bridged and how access
to God is restored through the work of
Christ, who is the high priest of his people.

What of death, and our fear of it?
The writer discusses our anxiety about
death in relationship to the theme of judgment. He reminds us that all are accountable to the holy God, our Creator. He
tells us that each of us must give an
account of ourselves to him. Naturally,
this is terrifying to us as sinners. That’s
why we try to hide from God.
Nevertheless, the writer says that God
has relieved our fears of death by what he
has done in the work of Jesus, our perfect
high priest. He tells that Jesus became
man in a way that did not diminish his
divine nature but still allowed him to identify with us. He truly shared our humanity. And the reason he did this was that by
“his own death he might destroy him who
holds the power of death – that is, the
devil – and free those who ... were held in

slavery by their fear of death” (2:14,15).
Here we discover that the work of
Christ is to destroy the devil’s power over
us by removing our fear of death. How?
He does it by paying for our sins once for
all. In fact, he takes delight in reminding
us that he only had to do it once (9:26,28;
10:10). It was a perfect and sufficient sacrifice the first and only time Christ
offered it. This means that since our sin
has been completely removed, we need
have no fear in approaching God. Why
should we be afraid of God when Christ
has made us blameless by his one sacrifice
for sins? Now that our consciences have
been completely cleansed we can
approach God’s throne to find all the
grace and mercy we shall ever need.

How important is intellectual activity
and the study of theology for
Christian growth? The author of
Hebrews says some profound things
about Jesus and his high priesthood.
Do we need to understand all these
things?
This is a particularly important question for Christians both in the USA and
Australia where there is a tendency to
minimise the importance of intellectual
activity in one’s spiritual growth. The
more I read the letter to the Hebrews, the
more I have been struck by just how practical it is. There is a lot of theology here,
but it’s theology that always has a pastoral
concern. So yes, the writer constantly
emphasises theology, but it’s always in the
context of promoting Christian living and
perseverance. I am often reminded as I
read this letter that what you believe
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Compared with most of Paul’s canonical letters, the author of Hebrews (whoever he was) has designed his letter in a
tight and logical way. His goal and purpose is to highlight the greatness of Jesus
Christ as our high priest and sacrifice. The
writer certainly believes that we should
think systematically and logically about
these things. Otherwise, why would he
have argued in this way?
But I think that the important thing to
remember here is that his logical and
structured style is directly linked to his
appeal for godly living. In fact, the letter
is a sandwich of sorts consisting of theology and exhortation that proceeds in a
logical order. What we need to remember
is that while the theology is important, we
must never think of it as a form of abstract
thinking that is unrelated to life. The theology in Hebrews is specifically formulated for the service and encouragement
of God’s people.
The message of this wonderful letter is
to make us “see how great Jesus is (theology!). Therefore persevere by faith and
holy living (exhortation!)”.

The writer to the Hebrews tells us
that Jesus is both God and man. Yet
he nowhere provides us with a theory
for the blending of the divine and
human nature of Christ. What does
this teach us about the place of mystery in faith?
I think it teaches us that we must be
prepared to live with mysteries which are
beyond our understanding. Incidentally,
the element of mystery in the Bible confirms the fact that it is God’s word. After
all, doesn’t God say: “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts” (Is 55:9).
The bottom-line in all of this is that
while God has communicated with us in a
verbal propositional form, we will never
really plumb the depths of all he has to say.
I think this means that we have to be careful in the way we use the Bible. I tell students that when they teach the Bible, they
must place the emphasis where the Bible

writers do. It’s too easy to focus on the
inexplicable and forget the straightforward passages. Above all, when we come
up against mystery, especially the two
natures of Christ in one person, we must
be content to live with it and to teach all
the Bible says. I often say to my students:
“If you think you’ve got it all figured out,
then you’re either a fool or a heretic,
because you’ll never be able to explain
how the two fit together. It’s a mystery
which God hasn’t explained to us.”

The writer offers solid truths to deal
with his readers’ “tired blood”. Is a
greater vision of Christ the solution
to all spiritual malaise?
I’m not sure I’d want to say it’s the
solution to all spiritual malaise, but it certainly does play an important part in this
area. The writer to the Hebrews knows
his audience very well. He believes that
they should be a lot further on in their
Christian maturity than they are. He
gives them solid food because he believes
they can handle it, even though he says
they are not far past the milk-drinking
stage. But they are not brand-new believers. They have been Christians for some
time.
Personally, I wouldn’t start new believers off in the Letter to the Hebrews. I
think that a lot of its theology, particularly
the message about Melchizedek, is given
to people who are well-versed in the Old
Testament. They have also been
Christians for some time.
So the writer is sensitive to his audience. At the same time, he doesn’t pander
to what they think they need. He is truthdriven. He wants to give them truth that
will meet their needs and help resolve
their spiritual problems.

How should Christians view the Old
Testament? Are its laws still in force?
Does Hebrews provide any clue?
This is a very complex and, at times, a
very controversial issue. The Letter to the
Hebrews certainly stresses the basic unity
of the Scriptures. It very much supports
the idea that Christ is the centre of the
Bible. The writer develops this theme,
particularly against the background of the
Old Testament sacrificial system and the
ministry of the high priest on the Day of
Atonement. There is no doubt that the
letter supports the view that Jesus fulfils
much of what was spoken in Old
Testament prophecy and foreshadowed in
its ritual. I think it is quite clear that the
letter says that the ceremonial laws, sacrifices and ministry of the tabernacle and

temple have been superseded by the work
of Christ. They are now obsolete.
However, simply because Jesus has fulfilled the ceremonial law does not imply
that the moral law of the Old Covenant is
defunct or obsolete. How can it be when
the New Testament repeats most of its
demands and expects Christians to
observe it? The writer does not specifically address the further question whether
the judicial laws relating to the nation of
Israel still apply. However, the Westminster Confession reminds us in its
chapter on the Law of God that the political and judicial legislation of Israel
expired with that nation.
So the Letter of the Hebrews stresses
the fulfilment of the ceremonial law in
Christ, but it reminds believers of their
ongoing obligation to please God by
observing his moral demands. I should
add that the letter gives no encouragement at all to the idea that a Jewish temple will be rebuilt in the future.

So the sacrificial system is designed to
teach us about the seriousness of sin in the
eyes of God, and in the shedding of innocent blood it foreshadows forgiveness of
sin through the work of Christ on the
cross. Since God’s character hasn’t
changed over time, his attitude to sin
remains the same. Our greatest need is
for atonement. And that’s why the discussion about priests and sacrifices is so
relevant to us, even in a secular culture.
Dennis Ireland is Professor of New
Testament at the Reformed Theological
Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi, US, and
taught at the Presbyterian Theological
Centre, Sydney, in 2000.
Peter Hastie is issues editor of AP.

ap

Why does the writer to Hebrews
stress the humanity of Jesus?
Clearly one of the reasons he does so
is because he wants us to know that Jesus
can truly sympathise with us as our high
priest (2:17,18). And since his work as
high priest is ongoing – he still intercedes
for us – it’s important for us to know that
he sympathises with us in our weakness
now, not just at some point in the past.

How is all the talk about priests and
sacrifices relevant to Christians in a
secular culture?
It’s important at this point to keep the
purpose of the Old Testament sacrificial
system in view. This came home to me a
number of years ago when I was teaching
a group of 7th and 8th graders in a
Christian school. I was explaining about
the need for the sacrificial lamb to die in
the place of the offerer. One of the girls
was horrified by the thought that this
cute little lamb would have to die. But
that’s the stern reality about sin taught by
the Old Testament system.
In God’s world, sin can’t be left alone.
God won’t tolerate it. It has to be paid for,
it has to be punished. The Old Testament
sacrificial system pictures that very graphically. The set-up of the Tabernacle, and
later the Temple, is designed to display the
holiness of God. It also reminds us
through its system of partitions that access
to God’s presence is restricted. Those
who wish to approach him must wash
themselves, confess their sins and present
a sacrifice, a substitute for sin.

REFORMATION
FORUM
As part of their 50th
anniversary celebrations, the
Christian Reformed
Churches of Australia
are holding a national
Conference in Geelong at the
Reformed Theological College.

April 26th to 29th 2001
Keynote speaker is
Dr. Neal Plantinga
president of Calvin College
and author of “A Place to Stand”
For information or enrolment forms:
Ph (02) 9671 4770
or write to:
P.O. Box 6600
Blacktown NSW 2148
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Anchored to heaven
By grace, the rope is secure at both ends, writes John Piper.

Meditation on Hebrews 6:18-20

IN THE
PRESENCE
OF GOD

We who have fled for refuge have strong
encouragement to take hold of the hope set
before us.
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul
... both sure and steadfast and one which
enters within the veil, where Jesus has
entered as a forerunner for us, having
become a high priest forever according to the
order of Melchizedek.

G

od means for our souls to be
anchored to heaven. He does not
want us to bob and drift on the
sea of opinion, culture, trend,
and passion. He wants us to know our
position on the coast and be safe from
dashing on the rocks. So he has given us
an “anchor of the soul” (Hebrews 6:19).
It is “sure and steadfast”. Strangely, it
enters within the veil, where Christ has
entered as a high priest.
What does that mean? The veil was the
divider between the outer sanctuary of the
Old Testament tabernacle and the inner
holy of holies, where God met once a year
with the high priest who took the blood
of animals to make atonement for the
people.
The writer of Hebrews saw this as an
earthly picture of a heavenly reality. Now,
in reality, Christ has entered once for all
into the heavenly holy of holies as our high
priest, not with the blood of animals, but
with his own blood and with the power of
an indestructible life. There he lays claim,
by his blood and righteousness, to the
eternal joy promised to all God’s people.
So the anchor of our soul is the
absolutely certain hope of eternal joy with
God which Jesus has secured by his
priestly work in the holy of holies. Or, to
see it another way, the anchor of our souls
is hooked and tied around the ark of the
covenant and held there firmly by God’s
omnipotent hand as a reward of his Son’s
sacrifice for us. So we are as secure as the
blood of Christ is precious.
Now the question: Does the other end
of the anchor rope dangle out of heaven
and lie limp and unfastened across the
deck of our souls? Or did Christ’s blood
purchase security at both ends of the

anchor? Is the anchor of our souls bound
as firmly to us as it is to heaven? Does the
death of Christ secure salvation at the top
and not at the bottom? Is there security
on God’s side and none on ours?
The answer of the Book of Hebrews is
that the anchor is secure at both ends. Yes,
we must hold fast to the anchor, but the
good news is that our holding fast was
secured by the blood of Jesus. We know
this because the blood of Jesus is the
blood of the new covenant, and what the
new covenant promised was that God
would secure our salvation at the top and
the bottom.
The new covenant promised that God
would not only forgive and accept those
who love him (Jer. 31:34), but also that he
would see to it that we love him (Deut.
30:6), walk in his statutes (Ezek. 36:27),
and fear him and not turn away from him
(Jer. 32:40).

part of our salvation purchased at Calvary.
Jesus obtained our security at the top and
the bottom.
The anchor is bound in heaven and
secured in my soul. The rope does not
dangle in my face and lie limp across the
deck of my soul. God, by his Holy Spirit,
takes up the rope and ties it to the little
ship of my weak and vulnerable soul with
unbreakable, sovereign covenant love.
This was promised in the new covenant
and purchased by the blood of Jesus.
But now someone asks, why then does
the writer of Hebrews exhort us to “hold
fast to our hope” (6:18)? If our holding
fast was obtained and irrevocably secured
by the blood of Jesus, then why does God
tell us to hold fast?
The answer is this: What Christ
bought for us when he died was not the
freedom from having to hold fast, but the
enabling power to hold fast. What he
bought was not the nullification of our
wills (as though we didn’t have to hold
fast), but the empowering of our wills
because we want to hold fast. What he
bought was not the canceling of the commandment to hold fast, but the fulfillment of the commandment to hold fast.
What he bought was not the end of
exhortation, but the triumph of exhortation. It is not foolishness, it is the gospel,
to exhort dead and helpless sinners to do
what only grace can enable them to do: lay
hold on hope in God.
This extract is reprinted from A Godward
ap
Life (Multnomah Press, 1997).

W

hen Jesus died he purchased by his
blood the promises of the new covenant.
“This cup,” he said at the last supper, “is
the new covenant in [or by] my blood”
(Luke 22:20). Hebrews 13:20 calls it the
“blood of the eternal covenant”. Then, as
a fulfillment of the new covenant, the
next verse says that God will “work in us
that which is pleasing in his sight through
Jesus Christ”.
In other words, our “holding fast to
our hope” is something that God “works
in us through Jesus Christ”. The words
“through Jesus Christ” mean that Jesus
Christ bought this blessing for us. This is
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south australia
Our second in the Series of ‘News from
Presbyterians around Australia’, as part of
our focus on the Centenary Celebrations of
our Church, comes from South Australia.
We thank Rev. Rod Waterhouse from Mt
Gambier for compiling the news and photographs.
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Very Rev. Alan Stubs, and Rt Rev. Don
Brookes at Para Hills. This church has
established a work at Largs North (Rev.
Robert Bums as supply).
Other ministries in the city include
North Adelaide, where Rev. John
Watson is part-time supply, the vacant
Jean Flynn Church at Elizabeth, and
Seacliff/Mount Barker/Murray Bridge
under the ministry of Rev. Wally Zurrer
assisted by Pastor Rupert Hanna.
Further north in the Presbytery is the
PIM work of Rev. Laurie Peake and the
two Spencer Gulf churches of Port
Augusta (Barry Rossiter part-time) and
Whyalla.

John Clarke (Norwood session clerk),
Reg Mathews and Ian Robbie (Para
Hills session clerk

Who’s who

T

he induction of Rev. Dr Reg Mathews
into the parish of Norwood/Para Hills
heralds another step forward for the
Torrens Presbytery that has undergone
myriad changes at union and beyond.
At union, only a few small struggling
churches were left to carry on and reform
to present an effective gospel witness to
what used to be the City of Churches.
Thanks to the determined efforts and
faith of a few, notably Alastair Matheson
and Bob Arstall, the SA Church did continue.
Following on have been many others,
including former Moderator-General

Piper Alex McLean from Para Hills
welcomes the congregation.

Don Brookes, with jug and towel, symbols of John 13 and feet-washing.

Mathews inducted

Reg and Elaine Mathews

The Penola Presbytery

T
he Penola Presbytery is in the state’s
south-east. Among the early settlers from
the 1850s – when Adam Lindsay Gordon
was a local policeman and poet – were
many hard-working and faith-exercising
Scots when the region was settled from
the 1850s onwards.
The Presbytery consists of four
charges:
Millicent
(including
Rendelsham) with Rev. Andrew Slater,
Mount Gambier with Rev. Rod
Waterhouse and Mr Geoff Keen
(Allendale, Glenburnie, Nelson and OB
Flat), Naracoorte with Rev. Rudi
Schwartz and Penola with Rev. Alan
Clarkson (Dergholm and Kalangadoo).
A Presbytery-wide committee runs the
Karnkendi Campsite.

O
n 28 December, after a nearly a year’s
planning, Dr Reg Mathews was inducted
at Norwood-Para Hills.
For some years the Rev. Don Brookes
and his wife Betty had ministered to the
folk at Para Hills, while the Norwood congregation had for some four years been
linked with the North Adelaide (Rev.
John Campbell, who retired in 1998).
By early 2000 the Presbytery of
Torrens agreed to the request of both the
Norwood and the Para Hills congregations to form them into a new parish. It
called Dr Mathews, a South Australian
whose first appointment was to Port Pirie
26 years ago. Since then he served with
WEC International in France, and two
parishes in Victoria before he took on the
home missions and evangelism officer’s
appointment there. He is the first minister to be inducted into the Torrens presbytery in more than five years. In the
meantime, Don Brookes has accepted an
invitation to a parish in Singapore.
The preacher at the induction service
was, aptly, Don Brookes, who still serves
as State Moderator.

Mt Gambier Presbyterian Church

Karnkendi Campsite

K

arnkendi is situated in the coastal estuary township of Nelson just over the border in Victoria, yet is owned and run by
the SA General Assembly, as Nelson is
part of the Mount Gambier Charge.
Karnkendi means “place of laughter”,
and this campsite qualifies. It was inherited at union run down and in debt, but
with judicious management and a lot of
volunteer work, the Committee built a
house in 1995 and employed a manager on
site. Colin and Karen Lang from Manilla,
NSW, moved in and have done a wonder-
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ful job in overseeing the development and
refurbishment of the camp, which can
accommodate up to 64.
Coming up is a first, a women’s only
camp on March 30, with Ruth Owen
from Melton (Vic) as guest speaker.
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Rev. James Harris, having first served
the Australian Inland Mission in the
Kimberleys was the only AIM padre who
remained with the Presbyterian Church
after church union in 1977. In 1979, supported by the PIM, he took a post at Port
Augusta/Whyalla.
Pastor Rupert Hanna, served PIM
part-time from 1989-96 in conjunction
with the Port Augusta Church. Rupert
surveyed the area in South Australia and
the Northern Territory but concentrated
on the Gawler Ranges, Tarcoola and
Roxby Downs area. He was succeeded by
Laurie Peake.

home
.front

Karnkendi Camp and Conference
Centre

Dunbar Homes

NSW Trust troubles

A
fter church union the Presbyterian
Church in South Australia was left with
only a non-viable home for the aged at
Unley. It was sold, and a 40-bed hostel
built close to Salisbury shopping centre. It
is now debt-free and operates at a profit.
The success is due mainly to a very caring staff under the guidance of long serving care manager Basje van Tinteren. The
home recently was given the maximum
three years’ accreditation. The board
chairman is John Brownsea and treasurer
Brian Redpath.

Entrance to Dunbar Homes, Salisbury.

A

Pitching camp on top of the Gammon
Ranges.

Engineer and elder Wally Mills from
Cooma Presbyterian Church, NSW,
who accompanied Laurie on a patrol,
makes improvements to the plumbing
of the vehicle during a wet weatherenforced break.

PIM in South Australia

W

herever you travel in outback South
Australia, from the Murray River to as far
north as Alice Springs, you may find the
Presbyterian Inland Mission quietly sowing the seeds of the gospel on one of our
five patrols, reports Rev. Laurie Peake.
We may be beside a broken down vehicle,
helping the owner back on to the road or
in the sheep yards helping to draft sheep,
or we may be in a home teaching the
children the Scriptures or sharing with
parents the meaning of baptism.

Patrol padre Terry Saddler displaying a
catch during a padres’ get-together at
Innamincka.
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specially convened meeting of the
NSW General Assembly in November
called for the resignation of the trustees
following ongoing concern at the finances
of some of the NSW church schools.
The minister of Coffs Harbour
Presbyterian Church, Rev. Peter Moore,
in his speech to the assembly, said he had
been prompted to call for the special
meeting because of concerns at the
impact on the finances of the church.
He was highly critical of the manner in
which the trustees were handling the use
of funds held for investment, suggesting
that there may have been a breach of trust.
He called for an independent report to be
commissioned.
Mr Moore also questioned the delay in
implementing the recommendations of a
consultant’s report on the operations of
the trustees and central administration.
He invited the trustees to comment on
the claim that the new accounting system
for the general office, introduced more
than 12 months ago, was still not operational and that no proper bank reconciliation had been done in 2000.
A motion calling on the trustees of the
NSW church to resign was carried 131 to
39. Four of the 12 trustees tendered their
resignations.
Mr Keith Mar, general secretary of the
NSW church, commented: “More pressing issues such as the aging membership
and shrinking numbers in congregations
need the urgent attention of the church
and the General Assembly. Education and
care of the aged are important but not the
core ministry of the church. If not properly managed, they can have a major
impact on finances.”

N

Manning

T

he Presbytery of Hastings (NSW) has
agreed that the Charge of Upper Manning
should be known as the Charge of
Wingham and Upper Manning

Appointments

M

r Colin Lang was ordained and
inducted as elder for Nelson in the Mt
Gambier charge, SA, on 15 October.
Ian Brown was ordained and inducted
into the pastoral charge of Somerville
(Flinders Presbytery, Vic) by the moderator Rev D.I. Kumnick on 26 November.
Rev Peter Barclay preached. Ian and
Heather Brown were appointed to
Somerville after Ian had graduated the
previous year.
The next Sunday Rev. David Palmer
was inducted into the Cheltenham
charge (Flinders Presbytery), where he
had served as the interim moderator. Mr
Palmer also served the Victorian Trust
Corporation for many years as executive
officer. Rev. John Ellis preached.
The North Brisbane Presbytery
inducted the Rev. Neil Cullan McKinlay
into the North Pine charge on 26
November. Previously, North Pine was an
appointment charge, with Mr McKinlay
as the appointed minister. Rev. John
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Gilmour led worship and Rev. Peter
Whitney preached.
Rev. Roland Lowther was ordained
and inducted into the pastoral charge of
Dalby on December 6.
Rev. Robert McKean has been
appointed clerk of the Sydney Presbytery.
His address is 17 Karuah Street,
Strathfield NSW 2135. Phone (02) 9746
8123.

Student placements

S

tudents graduating from PTC
(Sydney) have been placed as follows:
David Balzer, Western Blacktown;
Robert Boase, The Entrance; Keith
Boulden, Byron Bay-Mullumbimby;
Noel Creighton, Kiama; Eugene Hor,
Burwood Chinese, assistant; John
Leung, Burwood Chinese, assistant;
Peter Pallett, Corowa; and Philip
Wiedemann, Kyogle.
Students graduating from PTC
(Melbourne) have been placed as follows:
Chris Perona, Rochester; John Rickard,
Numurkah; Kyung Rae Lee, Epping; and
Andrew Robinson to Leederville (WA).

New details

R

ev. Hamdy Awad: 17 Benghazi Road
Carlingford NSW 2118. phone (02) 9872

2345; fax (02) 9872 2344; mobile
0412 805 413; email: hamdy-awad@
hotmail.com.
Rev. Andrew S. Clausen: 90 Glencoe
Street Sutherland NSW 2232; phone (02)
9521 2361.
Rev. Victor Dobos: 34 Mackie
Crescent Stirling ACT 2611; phone (02)
6288 2303.
Rev. David E. Hawkins: PO Box 234
Moss Vale NSW 2577; phone (02) 4869
4795.
Rev. George Newell: PO Box 849
Lismore NSW 2480; phone (02) 6622
6587; email: pastor@optusnet.com.au.
Rev. Ian Schoonwater: 1 Waratah
Place Grafton NSW 2460; manse (02)
6642 5847.
Rev. Temanu Soatini: Phone (02) 9738
8070; mobile 0409 176 094
Rev. Darrel B. Thatcher: 69 Cleveland
Street Dianelia WA 6059.

New Church for Hobart

R

ev. David Jones was appointed minister of a new Hobart church in November.
The new congregation, Crossroads, numbering about 100 meet at the Philip Smith
Centre on the Domain every Sunday
afternoon with training and prayer, followed by a potluck supper and the public
meeting at 6pm.

“Peggy” Macqueen
1926 – 2000

A
celebration for the life of Deaconess
Margaret Stewart ‘Peggy’ Macqueen
was held in St. Andrews’s Presbyterian
Church, Wollongong, on 23 October.
Some 400 people gathered for the service
conducted by Rev. Bruce Hammonds
and Rev. Dr. Lindsay Ferrington.
Peggy died in Wollongong Hospital
aged 74. She grew up in Cremorne,
Willoughby and Chatswood, and in 1939
moved to North Wollongong with her
family and became involved in the life of
Wollongong Presbyterian Church and
the Scouts Association.
At the 1959 Billy Graham Crusade
Peggy publicly committed herself to
Christ, and the next year moved to
Canada, where she worked in scouting
for five years and became the leader of
Canadian Girls in Training in Fairview
Church.

Margaret Stewart “Peggy” Macqueen

Returning to Australia, she trained to
be a deaconess at Rolland House and
Ormond
Theological
College,

Melbourne, then joined St. Columba’s
Presbyterian Church, Figtree, working
specifically in the Unanderra and Mt
Kembla area.
In March 1974 Peggy was “set
apart” to minister in the Tamworth
Presbyterian Church – this was shortlived. Following a severe illness, she
went to Pittwood Presbyterian
Homes, Ashfield. Peggy remained at
Pittwood for 15 years, leading Bible
studies and devotions and working for
Ashfield session and later Burwood
session.
Returning to Wollongong in 1991,
Peggy offered her services to the session, continuing in hospital chaplaincy
work and then voluntary work at
Olunda Nursing Home, Scripture in
schools and wherever the Lord wanted
her to be.
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During the week there are growth
groups at various locations, and on
Monday night there is a program for nonChristians and new Christians at a city
restaurant. In cooperation with the
Christian Reformed church of Kingston
they run a Tuesday lunchtime outreach to
the business community.

A Worthy Recipient

T

he Presbytery of the Hunter has
awarded a certificate of appreciation to
Dungog elder Mr Colin Huckstadt. Mr
Huckstadt began serving as elder at Scots
Kirk Maitland in 1958. He was elected
Dungog session clerk in 1980, a position
he still holds. He has also served as representative elder on the Presbytery of the
Hunter and as assembly elder for the past
20 years. Mr Huckstadt has also served as
a moderator of the Presbytery of the
Hunter.

across
australia
Moreton Bay centenary

O

ne of Brisbane’s leading girls’ schools,
Moreton Bay College, will celebrate its
centenary in 2001.
In 1901 Miss Alice Greene, a highly
qualified and experienced educationalist,
opened a school with six boarders and 20
day pupils. Her father, John Illy Greene,

Moreton Bay College
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a local preacher in the Wynnum
Methodist Church, built a large grand
three-storied building as a place of residence and learning for his daughter’s
pupils.
In a short time, numbers increased and
additions were made to the original building. Over the years hundreds and hundreds of girls travelled from throughout
Queensland and beyond for their formal
and cultural education.
In 1943 Miss Greene and her sisters
gave the school to the Methodist
Church. It was then administered by
the Presbyterian and Methodist Schools
Association until 1979, when it became
an independent school under the auspices of the Uniting Church. Today, the
1100 students still aim to fulfil the
expectations, ideals, integrity and
Christian principles of a Miss Greene’s
girl.

Keeping up to date

K
el Richards of The Briefing reports
that in Rome, in the year that we would
now call AD 532, a Greek monk named
Dionysius Exiguus was commissioned to
coordinate the calendar of the church. Up
until that time, the Roman calendar had
been used.
According to his calculations, Jesus
was born in the Roman year 754, and
this he called the Year One. (His calculations were probably out by about four
years, but that’s immaterial for what follows.) The period of time before Year
One was labelled ‘BC’ (Before Christ),
but the corresponding label for all the
later years is ‘AD’ not ‘AC’ (After
Christ) because there is no period that
is ‘after Christ’. Jesus Christ came,
lived, taught, died, came back from the
dead, and ascended into heaven – but his
life, his authority his rule, has never
ended.
From this follows a small suggestion:
every time you write the date, add the letters ‘AD’ either after or before the numbers. On your letters, emails and cheques.
Since ‘AD’ stands for Anno Domini
(“in the year of our Lord”) every time you
use AD you are saying that Jesus Christ is
the Lord of history. It’s a small, simple
way of confessing to the Lordship of
Jesus.
This may not strike you as important,
but it resists a move to change the way we
label our years, using BCE and CE
(Before Common Era and Common Era)
on the grounds that Christian terminology is offensive to other religions.
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world
news
Colson at Vatican

P
rison Fellowship chairman Chuck
Colson discussed the relationship
between family breakdown and crime
during a November conference on
“Globalisation, Economy, and the
Family” at the Vatican. The conference
was sponsored by the Acton Institute and
the Pontifical Council on the Family.
Colson, who – along with Focus on
the Family president Dr James Dobson –
provided a distinctly evangelical voice to
the conference, declared that “the principal consequence of family breakdown is
crime”. He cited a Heritage Foundation
study that found that in high-risk, innercity neighbourhoods, only 10 per cent of
children who come from stable families
turned to crime, while 90 per cent of
children from homes rated as both unstable and unsafe became delinquent.
Ultimately, Colson told the crowd of
businessmen, clerics, and politicians gathered in the Vatican’s Synod Hall, “the solution to the crime problem is conversion: a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ”.

Communist church turns 50

C
hina’s
Three
Self
Patriotic
Movement, the organisation controlling
the Protestant church on behalf of the
Communist Party, celebrated its 50th

Sunday crowds spill out of one of the
five services at Harbin’s Lang Gang
church, a main Three Self church.

N

anniversary in September. The TSPM is
regarded by an increasing number of
Chinese Christians as corrupt and spiritually bankrupt.

India: persecution worsens

T
he general secretary of the
Evangelical Fellowship of India,
Richard Howell, reports that persecution of Christians is increasing in the
eastern Indian state of Orissa, and civil
servants, magistrates and district commissioners are not protecting Christians.
Meanwhile, one Hindu group announced
plans to spread a “message of saffron
brotherhood” in 500,000 villages
throughout India.
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Kaduna deaths

R

ev. Dr. Fred Odutola, head of the
Nigerian Bible Society, recently reported
that about 875 Christians were killed and
800 churches were destroyed during the
February and May religious clashes
between Muslims and Christians in
Kaduna, the capital city of northern
Nigeria’s Kaduna state. Mr Odutola said
that the government of Nigeria must
address the issue of Sharia (Islamic law),
since it is detrimental to the peaceful coexistence of the different religions in the
country.

R
ecent reports from Indonesia’s troubled Maluku Islands confirm a new will-

Sharia in Afghanistan

T

he Taliban has declared a new theocratic government, which is based on a
strict interpretation of the Sharia
(Islamic) law. Freedom of religion is
severely restricted. Non-Muslims in the
country may practise their faith but may
not evangelise. All Muslim men must
attend daily prayers at the Mosque but
women are not permitted to enter and
must pray at home. The church in
Afghanistan is in decline due to persecution and warfare.
In several states in northern Nigeria
which have adopted sharia, Christians
say they have been experiencing persecution for years. “Part of the problem is
that the Christians have no representation in the local government,” said a pastor in Birnin Kebbi. “The authorities are
100 per cent Muslim, and when we raise
our voices in protest at what goes on, we
are just crying outside the corridors of
power.”

Award for Colson book

P

Hope for reconciliation

ingness on behalf of both Christians
and Muslims to open dialogue. Fear for
their children has caused the islanders
to seek reconciliation, Compass reports
from Ambon. Those involved in the
conflict are urged not to allow religious
differences to be used for political purposes. A human rights agency in
Ambon hopes to act as a mediator
between the two sides to end the conflict. As has often been reported, the
military, who are everywhere, are often
involved in the fighting and responsible
for the chaos.

Christian training institute without legal
permission, Compass reports. The
Christians maintain they were meeting
only for worship, and had followed the
proper procedures. During a September 9
hearing, the judge ordered an investigation. If convicted, the believers face a
potential jail sentence of 18 months to
three years. Australian Ian McLure, leader
of the small Christian group, confirmed
that soon after he arrived at the police station, the police chief struck him in the
face and stomach while cursing and shouting at him.

The shell of Kaduna
destroyed earlier this year.

Seminary,

Catholics oppose corruption

I

n a statement on October 25, Catholic
leaders in Sri Lanka called for the newly
elected government to refuse to appoint
any ministers accused of election rigging
and to clean up the entire governmental
bureaucracy. Parliamentary elections were
held on October 10, Compass reports. Sri
Lanka’s prime minister, Mrs Chandrika
Kumaratunga, narrowly regained power in
the elections. Known for favouring a secular state, she has resisted nationalist calls to
ban conversion from one faith to another.

Islamic extremists arrested

T
ajikistan authorities have arrested three
Muslims over two bomb blasts in the Tajik
capital of Dushanbe, which killed a confirmed nine Christians and injured
another 70 during a church worship service on October 1. Three weeks after the
bombing, the government of Tajikistan
announced that three men enrolled at a
local institute for Islamic studies had been
arrested and charged with organising the
bombing.

Trial in Turkey

S

ix Turks and two expatriates have been
charged by a Turkish court with opening a

rison Fellowship’s How Now Shall
We Live? by Chuck Colson has taken the
Gold Medallion Book Award in the
Christianity and Society category of the
Evangelical
Christian
Publisher’s
Association annual awards. “I’m glad that
How Now Shall We Live? is part of
Tyndale House’s family of products,” said
Tyndale House Publishers president
Mark Taylor. “It helps us fulfill our corporate purpose, to minister to the spiritual needs of people, primarily through
literature consistent with biblical principles.”

Advance in Vietnam

S

ome of Vietnam’s Protestants are
hopeful that the government will officially recognise the largest Protestant
body, the southern-based Evangelical
Church of Vietnam, for the first time
since 1975. In the 25 years since the communist takeover, the number of
Protestants is believed to have grown at
least five times, to more than 800,000.
Observers currently list some 40
Protestant leaders in prisons or re-education camps.

Bolivian coca war

I

n October, peasant farmers of the
Chapare region of Bolivia violently
protested the government’s plan to eradicate the coca plant from their land, reports
Compass. The farmers grow 90 per cent of
the country’s illicit coca, the raw material
from which cocaine is produced. The controversy caused 12 deaths, scores of
injuries and millions of dollars in damages.
It also enveloped hundreds of evangelical
believers who were forced to participate in
the protests. Slash-and-burn agriculture
denudes the rain forest to make way for
farms.
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My husband isn’t a believer
But I’m not letting that ruin my marriage.

I

’ve rehearsed this scene in my mind
10,000 times: My husband, Barry,
walks through the front door and
says he has a surprise for me. He asks,
“What’s the one thing you want most in
the world?” At first I’m confused, but
when I look into his eyes, I know. He
doesn’t have to say it, but he does anyway:
“I’ve given my life to Christ.” But after
years of praying, waiting, and hoping, so
far that’s still a daydream.
Barry and I met and married 24 years
ago. It was a spur-of-the-moment thing:
He liked my then-red hair and green eyes;
I liked his broad shoulders and sense of
humour. Plus, he was easy to talk to. As
unbelievers, neither of us had a clue what
our future would be. We just thought a life
together would be a kick. A relationship
with Christ was the last thing on our
minds!
Our first three years of marriage were
filled with partying, softball, and the
birth of our first daughter. Then, almost
without warning, God drew me into a
relationship with himself. After over-

Nancy Kennedy
hearing some Christians in the office
where I worked talk about heaven, I
began asking questions. Although I’d
attended church as a child, I knew nothing about the Bible and salvation. Then
one day after a long talk with Rita, one of
my co-workers, I prayed a simple prayer:
“Jesus save me!” That prayer forever
changed my life — and my marriage as I
knew it.
Unfortunately for Barry, right from
the start I was one of those obnoxious
“Jesus freaks”. I didn’t share my new faith
with my husband; I pushed, forced, and
shoved. Believe me, I wrote the handbook
on how not to win your spouse to Christ.
I didn’t speak, I preached. I didn’t live out
my faith quietly; I trumpeted my every
minute change. I’d say, “See what God’s
done in my life? See how loving and humble I now am?” I prayed loudly in Barry’s

K. M. SMITH
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presence and made sure he knew he was a
sinner destined for hell. I even packed
gospel tracts in his lunch and added a
Bible verse at the end of all my love notes
to him.
To Barry’s credit, he remained incredibly patient. (Maybe he was just tuning
me out.) Most of the time he avoided
my religious rampages by tinkering with
our car. Sometimes, though, he’d get
angry and yell, “Stop with all the Jesus
stuff!” Barry told me he threw the
gospel tracts away because they embarrassed him in front of his friends. Once
in a while he’d get a pained look on his
face and say he wanted his “old wife”
back — Jesus-free.

S

oon we were at odds with each other. I
blamed any and all our marital problems
on his unsaved status. After all, if we were
both Christians, life would be “happyever-after”. Or so I imagined. I tried even
harder: blasting my Christian music and
scattering opened Bibles around the
house; crying and pleading with him to go
to church with me. Sometimes, Barry
would go. But instead of enjoying him
next to me in church, I’d sit there chewing
nervously on the end of my pen, praying
madly that this would be The Day.
Afterwards, I’d quiz him in the car, “What
did you think of the sermon? Did you like
the music?”
“It was okay,” he’d say. “Do we have
any turkey at home for a sandwich?”
The rest of the ride home, I’d sit and
fight back either tears or angry words.
Why couldn’t he see his need for Christ?
I’d fume. Then Barry, sensing my disappointment, would pat my shoulder and
say, “Look, I believe in God, but not in the
same way you do.” That was not the
answer I wanted to hear.
Then something unexpected happened. I’d been reading a book about
intercessory prayer when I had a sudden
flash of insight. I told myself, That’s it!
I’m going to pray for Barry for the next 80
years, if that’s what it takes. And I’m
going to love him. Period.
That was 21 years ago — and I’m still
praying and loving. But I’m no longer pining away in self-absorbed isolation waiting

desperately for my husband’s salvation to
bring marital fulfilment. Instead, I’ve
decided that if it takes 80 years, then I
want those years to be as enjoyable as possible for the both of us, despite our spiritual differences.
When I first came to faith in Christ and
Barry hadn’t, I thought God had made a
huge mistake. After all, two following
God together made more sense than one.
But I now know God never makes mistakes. Since I’d been an unbeliever when
we married, I hadn’t willfully disobeyed
God by marrying Barry. My situation is by
God’s sovereign design. Reminding
myself of that enables me to relax my spiritual chokehold on Barry.
The way I see it, God has a plan for
each life. And no matter how hard I try, I
cannot transform someone else’s heart. I
can’t coerce, sweet-talk, or plead my husband into being a Christian. In fact,
when I do try, it only drives him away —
sometimes literally. If I start nagging
him, he’ll get in his truck and drive for
hours.

I

decided long ago to accept that it’s
God’s job to change hearts. That decision
frees me to pursue my relationship with
God without the added burden of having
to bring my husband to faith. All I have to

do is love and enjoy him. That’s God’s
plan for me, and he gives me all the grace
I need to accomplish it.
That doesn’t mean I’m not lonely at
times or that I do everything right. The
other day I grabbed Barry by the shirt and
yelled, “Don’t you see Christ in me?”

Struck by the irony of the question, he
laughed — and to my surprise, said yes. It
helps to remember that Barry’s not my
enemy; he’s my husband. I’m just as much
a sinner as he is — maybe more so,
because I have the power to say no to sin
and often don’t.

When your loved one doesn’t love God
Nancy Kennedy

H

ere are a few things I’ve
learned over these 20-plus
years:

Live in the now. I don’t pine for a
“happy-ever-after someday”. Instead, I
accept things as they are, building on
what’s good (such as enjoying each
other’s company and planning for our
future together), and praying about
what’s not so good. Sometimes that
means going into a bar with Barry and
having a good time drinking a soda —
and letting him know I love him just as
he is. It’s what Jesus would do.
Live honestly. In living out my
faith, I let my husband see me stumble
and struggle. He knows I struggle with
fear, that I can’t pass a basket in a store

without buying it, and that I sin regularly and often, yet desire not to. That
way, he sees that a Christian’s life is one
of grace alone, rather than living by a
set of rigid rules. Any changes in me
aren’t by my effort, but by Christ living
in me.
Honour your marriage. I’m careful
not to talk negatively about Barry to
anyone, and when he’s home, he’s my
priority. This often means passing up
social events I dearly want to attend. I
seek opportunities to enjoy my husband
and build him up, convinced he’s God’s
gift to me.
Pray, pray, pray. Prayer is my link to
God’s presence, power, wisdom, and
comfort. My favourite Scripture to pray
is Ezekiel 36:26, that God will take

Barry’s heart of stone and replace it with
a heart of flesh. Another favourite is
Isaiah 30:21: “Whether you turn to the
right or to the left, your ears will hear a
voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the
way; walk in it’.” Although it’s hard to
pinpoint specific answers to prayer for
Barry, I’ve seen his attitude toward spiritual things change drastically over the
years. We often talk openly and freely
about God.
Find a support system. Surround
yourself with other women who’ll pray
with and for you. Also, study the Bible
with a friend or small group. Attend
church as often as you are able.
Never give up hope. God knows
what he’s doing, and he does it in his
timing, not ours.
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I don’t understand why God does
what he does. We have two daughters
who don’t have the role model of a
Christian husband and father. I used to
worry about that. As it’s turned out,
each daughter gave her life to Christ as
a preschooler. Alison, now married,
lives out her faith with a believing husband, while Laura’s going through a
time of teenage rebellion — but even
that’s in God’s hands. As evidenced
throughout the Bible, God is in the
habit of saving families. That gives me
great hope.
Even so, sometimes I get discouraged. Sometimes I sit in my brown armchair and question whether God even
hears my prayers. Or I sit in church and
count the couples and ache because few
know what my husband even looks like.
Or I’ll hear yet another testimony about
someone else’s husband coming to
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faith, and wonder why mine still seems
oblivious to his need.
But then there are times when Barry
exhibits greater faith than I do. In fact,
that’s a joke we share. I’m the one who
says I have faith, while he’s the one who
seems to live it.
He’s always telling me, “Why do you
worry about things? God always takes
care of us.” Barry almost always knows
the right thing to do when it comes to
leading our family. I believe that because
God sees us as one flesh, my husband
shares in my blessings. Because God’s
promised to lead me, he leads my husband as well. I don’t have to fret. God’s
in control.
The truth is, I might not ever see
Barry walk a church aisle, but that’s
okay. I have hope that I’ll see him
walk through heaven. In the meantime, I live my life as a gift — one I
never would have chosen, but one
I’ve come to accept with gratitude. I
know it comes from the hand of a
loving God who only gives his children the best.
Nancy Kennedy has written several
books, including Prayers God Always
Answers (WaterBrook). She lives in
Florida, US. This article is reprinted
ap
from Today’s Christian Woman.

Throughout 2001 AP will be running a
regular column on famous conversions
throughout history. For most Christians,
our conversion experience is an intensely
personal affair. It is often deeply moving
and emotional. This is certainly true of
many of the experiences that we will bring
to you over the next 12 months.
The first of these is the account of the conversion of Billy Sunday. William Ashley
Sunday was born into poverty on a farm in
Iowa in 1862, but rocketed to fame at 20
when he joined the Chicago White Sox
baseball team. He became an instant star
in the American baseball league.
But one night, everything changed. Billy
became a Christian, turned his back on his
career, and became an itinerant evangelist.
In his lifetime he addressed almost 100 million people. He was also an ordained
Presbyterian minister.
Billy had a particularly colourful preaching
style and was a passionate communicator.
“If the English language gets in my way”, he
said, “I tramp all over it.” As for sin, he
said, he would “kick it as long as I’ve got a
foot, and I’ll fight it as long as I’ve got a fist.
I’ll butt it as long as I’ve got a head. I’ll bite
it as long as I’ve got a tooth.”
This account of his conversion appeared in
a newspaper article in the Boston Herald
on 4 December 1916.

T

wenty-nine years ago I walked down
a street in Chicago in company with
some ball players who were famous
in this world (some of them are dead
now), and we went into a saloon.
It was Sunday afternoon and we got
tanked up and then went and sat down on a
corner. I never go by that street without
thanking God for saving me. It was a vacant
lot at that time.
We sat down on a curbing. Across the
street a company of men and women were
playing on instruments – horns, flutes and
slide trombones and the others were singing
the gospel hymns that I used to hear my
mother sing back in the old church, where I
used to go to Sunday school. And God
painted on the canvas of my recollection and
memory a vivid picture of the scenes of other
days and other faces.
I sobbed and sobbed, and a young man
stepped out and said: “We are going to the
Pacific Garden Mission; won’t you come
down to the mission? I am sure you will
enjoy it. You can hear drunkards tell how
they have been saved and girls tell how
they have been saved from the red light
district.”
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Billy Sunday

Billy Sunday

Bennett, and they could play ball. I was
playing right field. Mike Kelley was catching and John G. Clarkson was pitching. He
was as fine a pitcher as ever crawled into a
uniform.
We had two men out and they had a
man on second and one on third, and
Bennett, their old catcher, was at bat.
Charley had three balls and two strikes on
him. Charley didn’t hit a high ball but he
could kill them when they went about his
knee.
I hollered to Clarkson and said: “One
more and we got ’em.” You know every
pitcher puts a hole in the ground where he
puts his foot when he is pitching. John
stuck his foot in the hole and he went clear
to the ground and the ball went low
instead of high.
I saw Charley swing hard and heard the
bat hit the ball with a terrific boom.
Bennett had smashed the ball on the nose.

I arose and said to the boys: “I’m
through. I am going to Jesus Christ. We’ve
come to the parting of the ways,” and I
turned my back on them. Some of them
laughed and some of them mocked me;
one of them gave me encouragement, others never said a word.
Twenty-nine years ago I turned and left
that little group on the corner of State and
Madison streets and walked to the little
mission and fell on my knees and staggered
out of sin and into the arms of the Savior.
I went over to the West Side of Chicago,
where I was keeping company with a girl,
now my wife, Nell. I married Nell. She was
a Presbyterian, so I am a Presbyterian. If
she had been a Catholic I would have been
a Catholic – because I was hot on the trail
of Nell.
The next day I had to go out to the ball
park and practise. Every morning at 10
o’clock we had to be out there and practise.
I never slept that night. I was afraid of the
horse-laugh that gang would give me
because I had taken my stand for Jesus
Christ.
I walked down to the old ball grounds.
I will never forget it, I slipped my key into
the wicket gate and the first man to meet
me after I got inside was Mike Kelley. He
said, “Bill, I’m proud of you. Religion is
not my long suit, but I’ll help you all I
can.” Up came Anson, the best ball player
that ever played the game; Pfeffer,
Clarkson, Flint, Jimmy McCormick,
Burns, Williamson, and Dalrymple. There
wasn’t a fellow in the gang who knocked;
every fellow had a word of encouragement
for me.
That afternoon we played the old
Detroit club. We were neck and neck for
championship. That club had Thompson,
Richardson, Rowe, Dunlap, Hanlon, and Billy Sunday in action for the White Sox.

I saw the ball rise in the air and knew that
it was going to clear over my head.
I could judge within 10 feet of where
the ball would light. I turned my back to
the ball and ran. The field was crowded
with people and I yelled; that crowd
opened like the Red Sea opened for the rod
of Moses.
I ran on and as I ran I made a prayer, it
wasn’t theological either, I tell you that. I
said: “God, if you ever helped mortal man,
help me to get that ball, and you haven’t
very much time to make up your mind,
either.”
I ran and jumped over the bench and
stopped. I thought I was close enough to
catch it. I looked back and I saw it going
over my head and I jumped and shoved out
my left hand and the ball hit it and stuck.
At the rate I was going the momentum
carried me on and I fell under the feet of a
team of horses. I jumped up with the ball
in my hand.
Up came Tom Johnson. Tom used to be
mayor of Cleveland. “Here is $10, Bill. Buy
yourself the best hat in Chicago. That
catch won me $1500. Tomorrow go and
buy yourself the best suit of clothes you
can find in Chicago.”
An old Methodist minister said to me a
few years ago: “Why, William, you didn’t
take the $10 did you?” I said: “You bet
your life I did!”
Frank Flint, our old catcher, who
caught for 19 years, drew $3200 a year on
an average. He caught before they had
chest protectors, masks and gloves.
I’ve seen old Frank Flint sleeping on a
table in a stale beer joint, and I’ve turned
my pockets inside out and said: “You’re
welcome to it, old pal.”
He drank on and on and one day in winter he staggered out of a stale beer joint
and stood on a corner, and was seized with
a fit of coughing. The blood streamed out
of his nose, mouth and eyes.
Down the street came a wealthy
woman. She took one look and said:
“My God, is it you, Frank?” and his wife
came up and kissed him. They telephoned me and I came. He said:
“There’s nothing in the life of years ago
I care for now. I can hear the bleachers
cheer when I make a hit that wins the
game. But there is nothing that can help
me out now; and if the umpire calls me
out now won’t you say a few words over
me, Bill?” Then he died.
He sat on the street corner with me
drunk 29 years ago in Chicago, when I
said: “Goodbye, boys, I’m through.”
Men of Boston, did they win the game
ap
of life or did I?
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Be your (redeemed) self
The core issue is integrity, to yourself and God.

D

ear “em”,
Good to hear from you again!
Sounds like you’ve had a great
break over summer. January certainly has its fair share of missions, camps
and conventions. Sometimes it can be a
bit of a rarefied atmosphere. I’m glad
you’re thinking about how it applies in
the real world.
You raised an interesting question in
your email. How can you be yourself as a
Christian yet be “all things to all men”? I
can sense the tension. A few years back,
a college friend of mine contemplated
getting a stud in his ear. It was still
regarded as fairly radical then. He
thought it might open up opportunities
to share the gospel in the community
where he worked. After a lot of thought
he decided to keep his ear lobes intact. It
just wasn’t him!
Be yourself. It sounds good in theory.
Be all things to all men. Sounds good too.
It has a biblical precedent in the apostle
Paul. (Have a look at 1 Cor 9:19-23.) But
how do the two gel?
In one sense, the apostle Paul was his
own man. He didn’t need anyone’s
approval. He was free. While in Corinth
he refused financial support to preserve
that freedom. He knew their gifts came
with strings attached. He wasn’t about to
be bound by their expectations. He
wanted to be free to preach Christ wherever he could.

T
here’s nothing quite as crippling as
other people’s expectations. They’ll dictate the course of your life if you let them:
what to eat, what to wear, how to act…
Paul could see that at work within the

Colin Spragg
church at Corinth. But he knew he was
free from that.
To be a Christian, you don’t have to fit
a certain image. God accepts us on the
basis of grace. It’s not a matter of being
cool enough or smart enough or good
enough.
There is an incredible freedom in that.
You can dare to be yourself. Though it’s
more than that. It’s the freedom not
merely to be the person God made you to
be – but to be the redeemed person God
is making you to be.
A lot of people are into having the
right “image”. It’s not always about
expressing the “real you”. Sometimes the
“image” becomes a smokescreen to hide
the “real you”. Whether it’s body piercing
or some other fashion statement – the
image that really matters is bearing the
image of Christ. The more we become
like Jesus the more “real” we become.
Being yourself isn’t the same as doing
whatever you want. There are boundaries.
The boundaries are there to protect our
freedom. To have no boundaries isn’t liberating – it is at first unnerving and ultimately soul destroying.
What are those boundaries? Firstly,
Christian freedom is not an excuse to sin.

In whatever we do, we are to live to please
God and glorify him. That applies to what
we wear, how we entertain ourselves, the
way we study… whatever!
Secondly, Christian freedom isn’t
about getting your own way. At times we
will restrict our freedom out of love for
others. That’s where Paul’s principle of
“being all things to all men” fits in.
Although he was free, he made himself a
slave for the sake of winning others. To
the Jews he became like a Jew. He was sensitive to the Gentiles as well – to reach
them.
You can be sure he was criticised for it.
I can imagine them saying: “will the real
Paul please stand up?” But he was “for
real”. He was compelled by the love of
Christ and love for others. Paul’s great
example was Jesus himself. He gave up so
much by entering this world to seek and
save us.

I

f you’re serious about reaching others
for Jesus you can’t avoid that tension
between “being yourself” and “being all
things to all men”. But it’s not the same as
craving the acceptance of others. You will
be motivated by love for others, not the
desire for acceptance. There’s a real freedom in that too!
In the end, I think the issue is one of
personal integrity. Are we “for real” and is
our love for others real? If so, that goes a
long way to resolving the issue you raised.
Anyhow, have a great year.
Regards, tdd.
Colin Spragg is Presbyterian Youth
Training
Development
Director
ap
(NSW).

Arncliffe
Studios
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Third generation since 1906
Stained Glass • Windows/Leadlights • Design and Restoration

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

K J Little, 17 Barden St, Arnc liffe, NSW, 2205

AU S T RA L I A N P R E S BY T E R I A N • 2 2

Phone (02) 9567 7348

C U L T U R E

W A T C H

Movie Watch
Unbreakable

Reviewed by Bryson Smith

D

avid Dunn staggers away from
the tangled metal of one of the
worst rail disasters in American
history. Wreckage of the train is
scattered for more than a mile. One hundred & thirty men, women and children
are dead. David Dunn is the sole survivor.
More than that, Dunn doesn’t even have a
scratch on him! How could that be? Why
should that be? Is there perhaps some
deeper meaning behind his survival? Is
there perhaps some darker reason behind
his escape? These are the questions
around which Unbreakable builds its
story. And it’s a riveting story.
Unbreakable stars Bruce Willis as the constantly incredulous David Dunn, while
Samuel L Jackson stars as Elijah Price, a
seriously strange comic book fanatic with
an even stranger explanation for Dunn’s
miraculous escape.
However just because Willis and
Jackson are together again, don’texpect
the full throttle, make-your-nose-bleed
type action that characterised their previous Die Hard movies. Unbreakable is a
brooding suspense thriller. Yes, there are
brief moments of action and violence, but
it’s more implied than seen – a feature
which actually makes the movie all the
more menacing. Unbreakable is also the
latest offering from M. Night Shyamalan,
the writer/director of The Sixth Sense, and
although Unbreakable doesn’t soar to
quite the same heights, there is still
enough of Shyamalan’s characteristic
touch to make it a better than average suspense movie.
The camera work is again wonderfully
creative (eg slow spiralling camera angles
capture those moments at which confusion gives way to clarity). There is also a
stunning use of silence, a non-intrusive
but effective soundtrack and minimal but

Bruce Willis

Bruce Willis and Samuel L. Jackson

purposeful dialogue. Shyamalan’s trademark is also there; a plot which twists,
turns and eventually makes you catch
your breath at its very end. Shyamalan’s
main genius, however, is his ability to capture the way in which down-to-earth,
street-wise people deal with unusual
events. Throughout Unbreakable (just
like Sixth Sense) there is a slow accumulation of evidence, all of which testifies to a
most bizarre truth.
David Dunn and his family struggle
with the evidence. Dunn himself moves
through embarrassment, bewilderment,
scepticism, fear, confusion, irritation and
anger until eventually he is convinced.
It’s a slow but authentically depicted
progression. And that’s what makes the
movie work so well. It’s the story of an
ordinary man struggling with an extraordinary truth.
For the Christian, it’s this dimension
to the movie which also carries the best
opportunities for evangelism. When it
comes to thinking about Jesus, many
people, just like Dunn, also struggle to
come to terms with an extraordinary
truth; that the Son of God has set foot on
this planet so as to save us from our sin.
At least in the movie David Dunn has
the courage to finally accept the evidence
– which is more than you can say for
most people concerning their conclusions about Jesus. Maybe seeing
Unbreakable with some friends could
raise this whole issue?
Unbreakable is rated M with good

reason. This is no movie for a family outing. There are no sex scenes and the
swearing is low level, but at some points
the violence is very dark and very menacing.
Bryson Smith ministers
Presbyterian Church, NSW

at

Dubbo
ap

CHRISTIAN
BOOKS
For Sale/Wanted
We stock a wide range of new
& secondhand Evangelical &
Reformed titles
Catalogues available
Hours:
Open Mon-Fri 2:00pm-5:30pm
& Sat 10:00am-1:00pm

Rockdale
Christian Books
11 Watkin Street
Rockdale NSW 2216
Tel (02) 9568 2813
Fax (02) 9590 3268
Email plant@rivernet.com.au
or visit our web site at:
www.rcb.com.au
RCB is supported by BexleyRockdale Presbyterian Church
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Tell me a story
There is good Christian literature for children; we need more.

C

ulture Watch editor Phil Campbell
has urged caution over the Harry
Potter books (AP, December). He
asks: “Where do we draw the
line?” This is a challenging question.
Parents have few options. At some
times and in some places children have
been kept illiterate “for their own good”.
This is not an option for us. We want our
children to read, particularly so they can
explore the treasures of God’s Word.
However, once our children can read,
what do they read beside the Bible? Can
you keep them from reading anything
you yourself have not first checked? You
would need to join an Amish community
to make this possible.
Our next and better option is to teach
them to read critically and with discernment from an early age. The first step is to
teach them what is good and wholesome
according to Scripture and then show
them how to measure everything they read
against God’s word. In the Harry Potter
debate, it is the Scripture to which we
must look to establish the basic criteria for
assessing the literary merit of these books.
The fact that the Harry Potter series
displays many of the qualities of the fantasy genre such as the Narnia series or The
Hobbit is a further consideration, but is a
secondary one.
Changes in literature follow changes in
religious and philosophical orientation.
The Victorian evangelical revival washed a
lot of the magic out of English literature.
Liberalism and modernism then cleaned
out Christian “other-worldly” thinking.
Today, these secular tendencies are spent
forces.
For some time now, people have been
exploring mystical experience and “otherworldly” pathways of thought. Fantasy
novels such as Robert Jordan’s The Wheel
of Time books are best-sellers. Charismatic
experience and New Age idolatry have
swept over our culture. Is it any wonder
that writers are exploring the secret and
fascinating old pathways of magic?
J.K. Rowling should not be the main
target for our arrows. She is being consistent with her culture. The millions who
buy her books are trying to satisfy a
hunger for something beyond time and

Marion Andrews
space. Perhaps we as Christians need to be
a little self-critical to supply the sort of
imaginative literature that will feed our
children’s minds, emotions and spiritual
sensibilities.
Yes, the Bible does have stories about
witches and sorcerers, both wicked and
pitiful. The Bible warns God’s people to
have nothing to do with witchcraft; that
those who do will not inherit the new
earth. Moses and Daniel were skilled in all
the wisdom of Egypt and Chaldea respectively. This most certainly included astrology and other magical arts.
Daniel and his friends were “Wise
Men”, as were the visitors to the baby
Jesus. Some call them Magi, the same root
word as magician. It is most unlikely they
differentiated between astronomy and
astrology in the way we do. However,
Moses and Daniel rejected occultic
knowledge for the knowledge of God.

O
ur local bookstore now sells a magic
kit for little girls. It promises the wherewithal to be a white witch and use magic
power for good. The Harry Potter stories
are based on a belief that magic can be
both good and bad. This provides the tension between good and evil at Warthogs.
Should we then accept white magic as just
another gimmick or aid to living? I am
not convinced that the Bible allows us
that option.
Again, there is another problem with
the way the Harry Potter books are written. The best fantasy writers make a clear
distinction between the “real” world and
the fantasy world. They provide a frame
or a gate (or a wardrobe or a cave!) to
define where the characters step out of
our world into the writer’s imaginary
world. Rowling does not do this. She has
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witches sitting on suburban fences and
visible cars flying across Britain.
After a certain age it is counter-productive for parents to isolate children from
what their peers are reading. Such parenting may feed a rebellious spirit. Parents
need to ask for divine wisdom to give their
children a taste for something better.
There are good writers around, and we
need to be thankful for good kid’s literature. The present debate can encourage
parents and grandparents to read ahead of
their children, read aloud to them and
think carefully about the right age for
children to read challenging books.
Joanne Rowling said last year that she was
reading The Lion, The Witch and The
Wardrobe to her own child. Ms Rowling
said the child was too young for Harry
Potter. We must believe that God has
determined the Harry Potter phenomenon for his own purposes. Christians
need to pray for superior Christian writing to take hold of the market. While
keeping in mind that the dark arts are
fearfully destructive, we should not fear
the present trend into superstition more
than we fear God.
After all, Jesus spent most of his ministry preaching to superstitious peasants.
They responded to him in a way the rationalists of Jerusalem did not.
If you would like to have your say on Harry
Potter, send your thoughts to Marion
Andrews, 23 Mathews St., Tamworth, 2340,
or email: andrewss@optusnet.com.au in the
ap
next six weeks.

Coming up in AP
Interviews exclusive to AP
with world Christian leaders.
In AP this year:
Charles Colson, R.C. Sproul,
Norman Geisler, William Lane Craig,
Philip E. Johnson, J.P. Morland,
Michael S. Horton and more.
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The tech wreck
Why Solomon wouldn’t have poured his riches into Net stocks.

T

he global rout in internet,
telecommunications and computer shares conjures up two
Biblical quotes for me. Both are
presumably from the quill of King
Solomon, arguably history’s greatest
tycoon. His annual income exceeded 22
tonnes of gold and he is said to have made
gold and silver more common than stones
in Jerusalem! He had 700 wives, including
princesses, and 300 concubines. He
employed 12,000 horsemen and 153,600
temple builders! He must be given credit
for knowing something about money.
In pondering the meaning of life,
Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 2:11,
“Then I looked on all the works that my
hands had done and on the labour in
which I toiled; and indeed all was vanity
and grasping for the wind. There was no
profit under the sun.” Internet and
telecommunications start-up companies
are, indeed, experiencing a profit famine!
In Proverbs 23:4,5, the writer, possibly
Solomon, comes up with sage advice for
our age characterised by longer working
hours and materialism: “Do not wear
yourselves out to become rich; have the
wisdom to show restraint. Cast but a
glance at riches and they are gone, for they
will surely sprout wings and fly off to
heaven like an eagle.” A ring of truth for
investors in internet and telco stocks?
The recent global tech boom was by far
the biggest speculative event in history, at
its peak commanding a stockmarket valuation in the trillions of dollars. An idea of
its intensity can be gleaned from the
behaviour of the AMEX Internet index
(USA). In October 1995 it stood at 666.
After two years’ sideways wash, it began
to move in January 1998, reaching 1450 in
July 1998, falling back to 896 in October.
Then came a sharp rise to 3691 in April
1999, a six month pause and then the final
dash to 7,011 in March 2000. The fall to
2542 in December 2000 dubbed the “tech
wreck” has been in two stages and is
open-ended.

Ipromise
n essence, the tech boom was fed by the
of untold riches at one’s very
doorstep. Its demise has come with the
realisation that positive cash flows for

Russell Lander
most internet service companies are a
mirage. Company promoters underestimated the capital needs of their businesses, assuming that raising fresh working capital would be a cakewalk – just
make a share placement. Because their
share prices were so high in their heyday,
many of these companies expanded
through acquisition by issuing further
shares which compounded the risk of
insolvency now staring them in the face.
The telecommunications sector has
been seen as the merchant on the internet
goldfields, being paid for every internet
transaction or data transfer. The AMEX
North American Telco index began to stir
in August 1995 from around the 350
mark, running to a peak of 1750 in March
2000 but subsequently plumbing 974 in
December 2000. This big fall reflects
heavy competition and a realisation that
the future will take longer to arrive!
Likewise the Computer Technology
index, which embodies such luminaries as
IBM and Microsoft, fell from 1819 in
March to 860 in December, reflecting a
more sober view of the internet and slowing PC sales.
Australians were no slouches in
embracing the internet boom. What was a
beguilingly strong sector until March
2000 is now a well of tears. LibertyOne,
the first local internet stock to float was
suspended at 6 cents (peak: $2.70), Eisa is

in liquidation, Ecorp traded as low as
$1.47 in January 2001 (peak: $8.60),
Sausage Software reached 62 cents
($8.20), Melbourne IT hit 60 cents ($17),
Davnet crashed to 33 cents ($6) and
Solution 6 fell as low as $0.84 ($18.35).
For most smaller players, the massacre has
been even worse.
Will the tech wreck spell the end of
speculative stockmarket binges for perhaps a year or two? Probably not. The
mapping of the human genome represents
fuel for the next boom in the wings.
Biotechnology holds out, as did the internet, the promise of untold riches for discoverers of new drugs in a world desperate for instant cures.
The AMEX Biotechnology index
(USA) suffered a big sell-down in March,
with biotech stocks tarred with the same
brush as the dot.coms. Since then the
index has climbed back towards its alltime high, whereas the Internet and Telco
indices have continued to plumb the
murky depths. After the demise of the
approaching biotech boom, who knows?
Perhaps it could be lunar real estate, stellar
travel or mining exploration on Mars!
Promise of a quick buck will ever motivate humans to do extraordinary things
against their better judgment.

S

o what can we say that’s positive about
“the tech wreck”? It has served to remind
us once again of the transitory nature of
wealth and the need for us to use it wisely
in building up Christ’s kingdom on earth.
Peter’s vision of the end times recorded in
2 Peter 3:10,11 must be chilling to those,
many of whom are friends of mine, who
believe that there is nothing beyond the
grave: “But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and
the elements will melt with fervent heat;
both the earth and the works that are in it
will be burned up. Therefore, since all
these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness…. ?”
Russell Lander is an investment analyst
with Dicksons, a Sydney stockbroker. He
ap
worships in Wahroonga.
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21 Stewart and Marie Dinnen of Launceston, semi-retired from W.E.C. (with it
since 1948) with a ministry at large.
22 Upper Hunter parish NSW
(Muswellbrook and Scone): about 105
communicants and 10 elders; David
and Alison Seaman.
23 Clayton parish, Melbourne: about 80
communicants and 7 elders; Michael
and Kerry Jensen.
24 Penshurst parish, Sydney: about 90
communicants and 12 elders; Charles
and Ellen Pass – and his role as state
moderator.
25 Pupils and staff of Kings College,
Warrnambool, western Victoria – Neil
Benfell principal.
26 Kyogle parish, far northern NSW: 4
congregations including Woodenbong;
about 75 communicants and 5 elders;
vacant. Pray for the interim moderator and peachers.
27 Alan and Faye Canavan from
Warburton, Vic, as they near completion of the Bwanabwana New
Testament for the Milne Bay area of
PNG.
28 Presbytery of Geelong, Vic: 6 parishes
totalling 11 congregations with about
550 communicants and adherents, 8
retired ministers, 1 under jurisdiction;
Graham Hamill clerk.

E

R

infant Presbyterian church there.
Malcolm and Mandi Durham from
Ipswich, Qld, with an agricultural role
in the Middle East linked with WEC.
4 Pray that the Lord will reveal himself
and his grace (2 Corinthians 12:9) to
all those seeking to understand and
cope with suffering of any kind.
5 Nambour-Maleny-Eumundi parish,
north of Brisbane: about 80 communicants and 8 elders; Des and Ngaio
Morris.
6 Our relations with the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia (“Free
Church”), the Christian Reformed
Church of Australia (formerly
Reformed Churches) and other sister
denominations – Alan Harman committee convener..
7 Daylesford-Castlemaine home mission
station, Victoria: about 55 communicants and 6 elders; John and Rosalie
Gething; Keith Allen moderator.
8 Alan and Laurelle Kilborn, Sydney,
and all involved in ministry to the
deaf; and the Bible Society project to
make the Scriptures available on video
in Auslan sign language.
9 Presbytery of Sydney: 24 parishes and
2 home mission stations totalling 30
congregations with some 3400 communicants and adherents, 7 ministerial
candidates, 1 licentiate, 4 theological
lecturers, 1 school chaplain, 1 youth
trainer, 1 minister to the deaf, 6 retired
ministers, 10 under jurisdiction,1 deaconess; Kerry Kranitis clerk.
10 All hospital chaplains and visitors, that
they may carry out a deep and caring
ministry to patients and their families.
11 Harland and Marie Kerr of Ulladulla,
NSW, veteran Bible Translators (1954)
and the continued impact of their
3

Wiru translation for PNG.
12 Our full time Defence Force chaplains:
two navy, three army, two air force,
and 12 part-time; Ron Keith convener.
13 Surrey Hills parish, Melbourne; about
190 communicants and 12 elders;
vacant, Peter Orchard interim moderator.
14 Our two ministerial candidates studying in Perth, and all those involved in
their training – Keith Morris convener.
15 Janet Cowden from Drouin, Vic.
long-term (since 1972) librarian and
archivist with Wycliffe Bible
Translators in Darwin and HQ,
Kangaroo Ground, Vic..
16 Manly parish, Sydney: about 190 communicants and 35 elders; Anthony
and Janet Lang.
17 The 12 million people of desperately
poor Burkina Faso, west Africa (48 %
Muslim, 33 animist, 14 % R.C. and 5
% Protestant); all Christian witness
there, and the work of Elspeth Slater
(home leave) and Robin Watson
(studying French).
18 Presbytery of Western Australia: 5
parishes and 5 home mission stations
totalling 10 congregations with about
880 communicants and adherents, 1
PIM worker, 1 worker with international students, 2 ministerial candidates, 1 missionary, 4 under jurisdiction.
19 Camberwell parish, Melbourne; the
members and elders, and Philip and
Lavena Mercer as they take up the
work.
20 Chester Hill congregation, Sydney,
Jeff and Michelle Cover, Ray Osborn,
moderator and the Hoi-Thanh TinLanh Truong-Lao Vietnamese congregation there, Ewen Brown moderator.

✃

MARCH
1 Ian and Denise Scott from West
Toowoomba, Qld, working with The
Leprosy Mission in promotion and
training.
2 The 133 million people of Bangladesh
(87 % Muslim, 12 % Hindu) often
subject to natural disasters, and the
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who can tell that Costello’s profession is
anti-evangelical to the core. At the end of
the 19th century Spurgeon declared: “It is
mere cant to cry, ‘We are evangelical; we
are evangelical,’ and yet decline to say
what evangelical means.”
Volumes of water do not a true Baptist
make, as Spurgeon realised. What more
does a man have to say before people
take him at his word? In Costello we
have Carnley without the robes and
mitre.

The Essence of Feminism
Tips from a Travelling
Soul-Searcher
Tim Costello
St Leonards: Allen and Unwin, 2000.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

Sgladomewhenprofessing
evangelicals are so
a public figure says anything
good about the Christian faith that they
fall over themselves with delight and
lose all perspective. That is the only way
one can make any sense of evangelicals
who laud Tim Costello, former Mayor
of St Kilda, president of the Baptist
Union of Australia, author, and political
activist.
His liberal credentials are impeccable –
growing up believing the Bible but having
his theological grid destroyed by thinking
about apartheid and Joh Bjelke-Petersen.
Costello’s theology now seems to consist
of telling stories with no fixed meaning.
All of which is comforting, without being
unduly challenging.
Let all evangelicals read of Costello’s
preaching effort at Mt Tamborine in
Queensland where he once spoke to 200
young people. After his sermon, Costello
was approached by one young girl who
said: “I know I am a sinner but I can’t
understand how I could be so sinful that
Christ had to die for me.” Some other
girls – who clearly had some understanding of the gospel – tried to explain that she
was in fact more sinful than she thought.
Costello, however, sided with the girl and
explained: “I certainly feel that I have
sinned also, but not enough to warrant the
death of a man whom I love”.
Costello goes on to explain that his
concern – and Jesus’ too, in Costello’s
opinion – is with the reshaping of society,
not the salvation of the individual.
Presumably, there are still evangelicals

Kirsten Birkett
Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2000
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

‘F
eminism is a selfish movement, with
no sustainable philosophy, a fabricated
history, and an incoherent morality.” So
writes Kirsten Birkett, and with good reason. The first line of Simon de Beauvoir’s
influential, bitter and nonsensical The
Second Sex is: “One is not born, but rather
becomes, a woman.”
A whole movement – indeed, a religion
– has been constructed from flying in the
face of what is natural and obvious. Dr
Birkett has written a useful little work
which deals with the present state of
affairs (i.e. the shambles), and the mindset, morality and history of feminism.
Dr Birkett began her research as some
kind of feminist but came to the conclusion that the whole movement, for all its
real gains in some areas, is counterproductive and anti-Christian. The evidence
is compelling, and this work presents a
good case for regarding feminism as yet
one more fad which humanity can do
without.

Evangelicalism Divided:
A Record of Crucial Change in
the Years 1950 to 2000
Iain Murray,
Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2000.
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

M

artin Luther maintained that “softness
and hardness are the two main faults from
which all the mistakes of pastors come”.
Modern evangelicalism has gone for the
soft option, and the results are becoming
increasingly obvious.
William Temple, the Archbishop of
Canterbury during World War II,
affirmed that “an atheist who lives by

love is saved by his faith in the God
whose existence (under that name) he
denies”. All very comforting, but hardly
the message of the gospel. Yet modern
evangelicalism abounds with similar
statements.
Fuller Seminary by the early 1960s had
shifted on the inerrancy of Scripture. The
journal Christianity Today has also drifted,
and the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association (BGEA) has become so loose
doctrinally that one wonders what the
word “evangelical” means in the modern
age.
In 1955 Bishop Hugh Gough
declared enthusiastically that “quite
clearly we are witnessing the beginning
of another evangelical revival”. In fact,
we are witnessing nothing of the kind.
In 1997 Billy Graham told Robert
Schuller that Muslims, Buddhists, and
unbelievers “may not know the name
of Jesus but they know in their hearts
that they need something they do not
have, and they turn to the only light
they have, and I think that they are
saved and they are going to be with us
in heaven.” Archbishop George Carey,
who spoke at the BGEA conference at
Amsterdam in 2000, has praised liberalism (ie theology which rejects the
authority of the Bible) as “a creative
and constructive element for exploring
theology today”.
Surely J. C. Ryle got it right:
“Controversy in religion is a hateful thing
... But there is one thing which is even
worse than controversy, and that is false
doctrine, allowed, and permitted without
protest or molestation.” A statement is
attributed to E. B. Pusey, that the final
conflict will be between Geneva (i.e. liberalism) and Rome. However, this seems to
be a slight distortion of John Henry
Newman’s claim that the final conflict
would be between pantheism and Roman
Catholicism.
This is not a work which is meant to
console and inspire, but it is meant to
inform, and it does so in a true apostolic
spirit. In the attempt to be respectable in
the world’s eyes, modern evangelicalism
has often become as wise as doves and as
innocent as serpents. As B. B. Warfield put
it: “The chief dangers to Christianity do
not come from the anti-Christian systems
... It is corrupt forms of Christianity itself
which menace from time to time the life
of Christianity.”

Peter Barnes, minister of Revesby Presbyterian Church, is books editor of AP. ap
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Clever devils
Lord Shaftesbury’s prophecy is being tragically fulfilled.

A

ccording to the Bible, the fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. So keen is God that we
grasp this, that it is stated no less
than five times (Prov.1:7; 9:10; 15:33;
Ps.111:10; Job 28:28). It is not that
Christian truth is the icing on the cake; it
is the yeast in the cake. It does not provide
a few extra insights; it is the foundation
for every subject. God is not just the God
of prayer and worship but of everything.
He is the God of science – it is he who
created the world and upholds it. Hence
the created world reveals something of
the majesty of the Creator (Ps.19:1;
Rom.1:20). So obvious is this, that we are
without excuse if we fail to see it.
In the fundamental sense, I cannot
understand a cow or a cockroach unless I
can relate it to God. God is also the God
of history – even unbelieving kings are
instruments in his hand (Is.10:5-7).
Again, I have no way of grasping the
fundamental issues of the six o’clock news
unless I understand that all history takes
place under the sovereign will of God.
Music too points to God (eg Ps.150), and
reflects the fact that God the Creator
made man in his own image and thus creative. The same can be said of art and technology (eg Ex.35).

I

n fact, without God, there is no basis for
order and discovery, and hence no basis
for education. There is a vast difference
between educating for civic respectability
and educating for eternity. This can be
illustrated by an exchange between the
renowned deist Benjamin Franklin and
the evangelist George Whitefield in 1749.
Franklin planned to found an academy
in Philadelphia, and to this end sought to

Peter Barnes
enlist the support of his friend
Whitefield. Whitefield’s reply is a
cogent one: “As we are all creatures of a
day, as our whole life is but one small
point between two eternities, it is reasonable to suppose that the grand end
of every Christian institution for forming tender minds, should be to convince
them of their natural depravity, of the
means of recovering out of it, and of the
necessity of preparing for the enjoyment of the Supreme Being in a future
state ... Arts and sciences may be built
on this, and serve to embellish and set
off this superstructure, but without
this, I think there cannot be any good
foundation.”
The best-known Free Church missionary in India in the 19th century, Alexander
Duff, feared the onset of secular education in India. He wrote: “As the
Government schemes of education systematically exclude religion, the necessary
effect of their operation must be, everywhere to subvert the idolatries and superstitions of the people, and then cast them
adrift on the wide ocean of infidelity.” Or,
as Lord Shaftesbury put it: “Education
without instruction in religious and moral
principles will merely result in a race of
clever devils.”

That is largely what has happened in
the Western world, although perhaps the
noun is doing better than the adjective.
We have been bombarded with the view
that we cannot explain anything by
recourse to God. Hence the doctrine of
evolution is compulsory in state schools
while the alternative of creationism is
banned. English texts which are immoral
or blasphemous are allowed, but not those
which are sexist.
The result is either secularism (there
is no God) or a truncated pietism
(there is a God but he has nothing
much to do with the workings of this
world). There is no point of integration, no foundation, nothing to unify
knowledge. The knowledge that is
gleaned appears as fragmentary, and
unrelated to other subjects. There are
no ultimate values, except that there are
no ultimate values.

H

owever, the West has almost passed
that stage now. Into the vacuum of secularism – which had lasted for many
decades – has now swept the modern
mania for all things “spiritual”, including
witches, transcendental meditation, star
signs, crystals, and an acceptance of all
religions which accept all other religions.
It is not “in” to be Christian, but it is “in”
to be “spiritual”. Yet there is still no foundation.
The battle continues. As C. S. Lewis so
graphically put it: “There is no neutral
ground in the universe: every square inch,
every split second, is claimed by God and
counterclaimed by Satan.”
Peter Barnes is minister of Revesby
ap
Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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