
Richard Pratt on Genesis • Can Christians buy shares? • Christmas suggestions

7
november 1998

HABITS

EFFECTIVE
CHRISTIANS

OF HIGHLY7THE

The 
magazine

that could
change your

life!



NOVEMBER

21 Cecily Moar from Toowoomba, Qld,
missionary in Korea with OMF,
returning there after medical leave.

22 Residents and staff in Dunbar aged
accommodation at Salisbury and
Elizabeth (Adelaide) and Naracoorte,
SA.

23 A witness to the Gospel in carol
singing, parades and the multitude of
seasonal celebrations.

24 Fairfield Middle East home mission-
station, NSW; Elias and Mary
Hammo.  

25 Presbytery of Northern Rivers, NSW;
12 parishes, totalling 34 congregations
with 1600 communicants, 415 
adherents, 585 children and youth, 128
elders, 3 retired ministers, 3 associates
/assistants. Bruce Gorton clerk.

26 Scots School, Bathurst, NSW; Mr A
Lamrock, principal, all staff and about
300 students.

27 Alan and Faye Canavan from
Warburton, Vic, translating Scripture
in the Bwanabwana language in Milne
Bay, PNG.

28 Burwood Chinese parish, Melbourne;
about 50 communicants, about 20
children and youth, 3 elders; John and
Liliek Elnatan.

29 Warwick and Kathy Vincent from
Hurstville, NSW, working in the youth
ministries arm of LIFE in Victoria.

30 The progress of the Gospel in Scotland
through the Kirk, Free Kirk and other
denominations and agencies.

31 Virginia-Banyo parish, northern
Brisbane; about 75 communicants,
about 5 children and youth, 4 elders;
Lindsay and Elizabeth Timms.

DECEMBER 

1 Richard and Linda Buchanan from
Redcliffe Peninsula, Qld, working in
Young Wycliffe ministries in Victoria.

2 Albion Park home mission station,
south of Sydney, including
Shellharbour; about 50 communicants,
about 35 children and youth, 7 elders;
Les and Pam Tattersall.

3 Les and Sandra Percy, Brisbane;
Australian representative for Middle
East Reformed Fellowship.

4 Presbytery of Melbourne North; 7
parishes, 4 home mission stations,
totalling 330 communicants, 75 adher-
ents, 279 children and youth, 40 elders,
3 chaplains, 1 lecturer, 1 missionary.
Reg Butcher clerk.

5 Historic Ann Street parish, central
Brisbane; about 120 communicants,
about 35 children and youth, 12 elders;
Jack and Wendy Knapp.

6 The NSW Classis (Presbytery) of the
Reformed Churches of Australia with
11 congregations, 6 of them in Sydney
suburbs.

7 Financial and prayer support through-
out our congregations for the work of
the Bible Societies, Bible League and
other Scripture agencies. 

8 Mirral Korean parish, Croydon Park,
NSW; about 30 communicants, about
20 children and youth, elders; Chae
Oh Park.

9 Progress on the Pitjatjantjara transla-
tion (spoken at the former
Presbyterian mission station of
Ernbella, SA); Paul and Ann Eckert,
WBT –– 24 NT books are now avail-
able.

10 Wisdom and integrity for all members

of federal and state parliaments, espe-
cially “front benchers”.

11 Dr John and Joanne Oakley from
Gosford, NSW; missionaries at
Rumginae, western PNG, with
Pioneers (formerly APCM).

12 Preparation in your own and nearby
parishes for Christmas sermons and
music, and for ‘supply preaching’ in
January.

13 A deep impact from the many thou-
sands of copies of the “Jesus” video
based on Luke’s Gospel distributed to
Australian homes and worldwide.

14 Presbytery of Wagga Wagga; 9
parishes, 3 home mission stations,
totalling 35 congregations with 1115
communicants, 370 adherents, 190
children and youth, 119 elders, 4
retired ministers, 1 deaconess. Peter
Greiner clerk.

15 Janet Cowden from Drouin, Vic, in
Darwin –– language data archivist with
WBT (since 1970).

16 The vacant Ku-ring-gai parish, north-
ern Sydney; about 90 communicants,
about 35 children and youth, 9 elders;
John Irvin interim moderator.

17 Scots Church, Geelong West, Vic;
about 70 communicants, about 40
children and youth, 8 elders; Graham
and Dorothy Hamill.

18 Those preparing for summer youth
camps and family missions at holiday
resorts in coming weeks.

19 Caboolture parish, north of Brisbane;
about 40 communicants in 3 congrega-
tions, about 20 children and youth, 4
elders; Douglas and Irene Duncanson.

20 Protection of all school children on
holiday from accident, attack, mischief,
and more serious offences.
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Sportsmen discipline themselves rig-

orously. Students work into the

night. Exercises for slimming, and

mind-control. All for special

achievements of some kind: a better figure,

better health, better results.

The writer of the Proverbs was not so

much thinking of these kinds of disciplines

when he wrote, “apply your heart to disci-

pline” (23:12). He had in mind the disci-

plines that resulted in godly character.

In this regard we read some outstand-

ingly strong statements. For instance, “I

can say that I’ve never known a man or

woman who came to spiritual maturity

except through discipline.” And again, “No

one has ever reached any eminence, and no

one having reached it ever maintained it,

without discipline.” Strong statements,

aren’t they? And true? I believe so.

And yet in one sense they don’t repre-
sent the whole truth. For there is another
side that many who write on the spiritual
disciplines fail to acknowledge. And that is
the part that God’s grace plays in effecting
the changes in us that we long for. 

Some Christian writers on spirituality

give the impression that growth in
Christian maturity is based on our own
efforts and struggles. They suggest that if
we only have the will power, we can
embrace these disciplines as habits and
bring about the transformation we seek.
This leaves the operation of God’s grace
out of the picture.

What we need to realise is that while the
disciplines are important, it’s the power of
the Gospel that changes us. Paul maintains
the perfect balance between discipline and
grace when he says, “To this end I labour,
struggling with all His energy, which so
powerfully works in me” (Col. 1:29).
Christianity is not another one of the self-
help panaceas that you can find in your
local bookstore. It’s not a do-it-yourself
religion. Whatever habits or disciplines we
follow, we must recognise that ultimately
we are reliant upon the grace of God to
change us. As Paul said, “I am what I am by
the grace of God.”

Nevertheless, Paul was fully aware of the
need for personal discipline. He said, “I
beat my body and make it my slave.” Being
thus concerned it doesn’t surprise us that
when writing to his young protege
Timothy, he says, “Train yourself to be
godly.” Here we take a new turn. Discipline
has to be purposeful. Godliness is what
Paul identifies as the reason for discipline.
“Conformity to the image of God’s Son” is
another way to put it. Or Christlikeness.
That’s the purpose, and without this pur-
pose or direction, discipline will always be a
drudgery.

If our picture of Christian discipline is
that of a grim, tight-lipped, joyless half-
robot, then we’ve missed the point. Jesus
was the most disciplined Man who ever
lived and yet the most joyful and passion-
ately alive. He is our example of discipline.

One final word. One of the reasons why
we are dealing with this subject this month
is that there’s a crying need for greater dis-
cipline in Christian leaders. I have been in
situations where fine and godly folk have
not been appointed to positions of respon-
sibility for one reason only –– their lack of
personal discipline.

My prayer is that this November issue
will strengthen us to be more responsible
and godly.

Robert Benn, 
Convener, National Journal Committee ap

Robert Benn

A question of discipline
E D I T O R I A L
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An American hotel hosted a con-

vention for evangelical pastors and

the management discovered some-

thing about pastoral viewing

habits. During the conference over half the

TV sets spent more than five minutes

tuned to the soft-porn channel on in-house

video. In a new environment, with restric-

tions lifted and no chance (so they

thought) of discovery, those who had set

aside their lives to lead God’s people into

godliness ran headlong into sin.

You may never have sat on the bed in a

room five stories up and two hours flight

from home, toying with the remote control

and your conscience. However (along with

every Christian), somewhere, sometime,

temptation presented itself to you very

obviously, and still won. It may have been

lying to cover your tracks, or slipping a lit-

tle extra into your wallet at work, or glee-

fully sharing in the local gossip, or...

What do we do to stop caving in to

temptation and avoid sin? Is there a for-

mula, or at least some hints that we can

use? How can we ensure we keep going and

growing?

One view (popular since the middle

ages) is that developing “good habits”, or

being “disciplined”, is at the heart of

Christian godliness. I want to take a look at

the place of discipline and habits in

Christian living.

Habits are everything: Some people

have thought that good habits form the

essential basis for Christian growth.

Medieval Catholics stressed this, as did the

16th century Puritans. The Puritans were

quite clear that God accepted them because

of Christ, but they also knew that they

should live for God and they expected to

grow in holiness. 

Good habits were very important for
this growth. So the Puritans lived by
“method”. They carefully ordered and
planned their activities to avoid sin, and
ensure they could do the good works God
had put before them. This encouraged deep
(and potentially debilitating) introspection
and often led to analysing actions in unreal-
istically minute detail.

Recent evangelical writers, such as
Richard Foster in Celebration of Discipline,
have recalled us to disciplines and habits,
saying they encourage inner disciplines
(meditation, prayer, fasting and study) and
outward and corporate disciplines. These,
they say, are the paths which lead beyond
superficial living to freedom.

Habits as problems: Not all modern
Christians share this enthusiasm for habits.
I was once in a Bible study where we were
discussing legalism. One member said:
“When people go to church out of a sense
of duty, or from habit, that is legalism.”
Many of us might agree. We regard habit as
unauthentic, and think genuine obedience
springs only from deep and immediate
motivations.
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Habitual offender
The aim of personal discipline is to bring us back to the Gospel.

C H R I S T I A N H A B I T S

John McClean



Here are two extremes. Some see habits

as the most important part of maturing as a

Christian; others see them as a problem. If

past generations overvalued disciplines,

many of us do not value them at all. What

does the Bible say? We need to think about

how we change as Christians, and then ask

what place habits have.

Christians are changed: God changes us!

In 1 Corinthians 6 Paul reminds the

Corinthians that they were sinners (and

gives them an impressive list of their past

faults). He concludes triumphantly “you

were washed, you were sanctified, you were

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus

Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (1

Cor. 6:9-11). This is not only a new stand-

ing with God, it also involves separation

from their old ways to a new lifestyle. Being

a Christian is not only about being for-

given, but also about being changed. 

How does God change us and restore

us? We can view God’s work in three

phases. 

1) God works for us in Christ; 

2) Then He works in us by the Spirit; 

3) Finally He brings completion in the new

creation.

The later phases are based on the first.

Christ has restored humanity and dealt

with sin; God now turns us to Christ, by

the Spirit, so that we trust in God’s work

for us in Christ. As we trust Him, we enjoy

forgiveness and adoption as God’s children.

We begin a new life dedicated to God.

When the kingdom comes, those who have

been made part of the new creation, will be

revealed as that (Romans 8:20-23).

Our question –– about fighting tempta-

tion and growing as Christians –– fits into

the second phase of God’s work.

Recognising this is important. It will keep

us from the confusion of thinking God

accepts us because of our discipline and

effort; it will also protect us from the delu-

sion that we will be able to live now as if

God has completed his work.

Gospel habits: Growing as a Christian

comes from knowing God’s grace to us,

and grasping it by faith. The pivotal sen-

tence in Romans 12:1 follows the fullest

exposition of God’s mercy, and reads:

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God –– this

is your spiritual act of worship.” We do not

change our lives in order to be acceptable to

God. Rather, since we know we are

accepted, we now live new lives. Calvin

says, in very famous words: “Man is justi-

fied by faith alone, and simple pardon; nev-

ertheless actual holiness of life ... is not sep-

arated from free imputation of righteous-

ness ... repentance not only constantly fol-

lows faith, but is also born of faith.” 

All Christian living and growth is a

response to the gospel, and the Christian

life finds its true shape as it constantly

returns to the gospel. This tells us some-

thing about the kinds of disciplines we need

to develop.

When our habits take their basis and

shape from the gospel they will help us to

develop our understanding and love for

God. John Owen (1616-1683) wrote that

the main part of Christian growth is to “set

faith at work on Christ to kill thy sin ...”,

turning to Christ, and his promises and

resources, relying on his mercy, and with

this acting “in endeavours of conformity to

Christ”. 

Scripture, prayer, preaching, Christian

fellowship and the sacraments each start

from the gospel, and apply it to us. Every

Christian needs to return constantly to

these five “means of grace”. Especially we

focus on Scripture, in which we learn the

gospel and see how to respond to it. The

traditional stress on personal Bible reading

as a basic Christian habit is right. I suppose

that all Christians find that a regular time to

pray means that they actually pray.

Disciplines which develop character will be

worse than useless, without these basic

habits, which bring us back to the gospel,

the well-spring of Christian living.

Growing in God’s grace: Christian

growth is not only a response to God’s

grace to us in Christ, but at every point it is

guided, guarded, surrounded and effected

by God’s grace. Sometimes habits are pre-

sented as preparing the way for God to

C H R I S T I A N H A B I T S
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Have you ever longed to turn over a
new leaf, and to make some last-
ing changes to your life? I know I
have. And I suspect that the for-

mer poet laureate Lord Tennyson spoke for
us all when he said: “Oh for a man to arise
in me, that the man I am may cease to be.” 

The question is : is such a change possible?

Walk into any bookstore, and browse
through the psychology/self-help section,
and you’ll get the message that deep and
permanent change is a definite possibility.
One of the most popular books pushing
this line is Stephen Covey’s The Seven
Habits of Highly Effective People. Tom
Peters, the best-selling author of In Search of
Excellence, refers to it as “a wonderful book
that could change your life”. 

Covey, a Mormon, wrote his book in
1989 in the aftermath of a decade of naked
greed and selfism. Covey’s prescription is
simple: the road to happiness lies in chang-
ing our basic perceptions –– the way we see
ourselves and others –– and then incorpo-
rating these changes into seven habits. And
lots of people believe him. In four years, his
book went through 21 print runs.

Now there’s no doubt that Covey’s call
to return to moral values will be welcomed
by many. Thousands of people now sense a
desperate need for personal congruency and
healthy relationships. Covey is scratching
where people are itching, and he’s built a
convincing case that growing one’s charac-
ter through habit is the way to go. But is it
all that simple? Will Covey’s cure of the
seven habits work, when his diagnosis of the
problem fails to mention sin and his solu-
tion doesn’t refer to Christ? When you boil
it down, all that Covey has done is to suc-
cessfully market moralism in the dress of
the ’90s.

Earlier this century, William James, the
psychologist, wrote a famous book called
Varieties of Religious Experience. He spoke
about some of the means which people use

Seven 
Yes, but Calvin’s –– not  
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change us. In contrast, Calvin writes: “Let

us not divide between him [God] and us

what he claims wholly for himself alone ...

when God converts us to zeal for the right,

whatever is of our own will is effaced [and

the will] is created anew.” 

Our developing habits, along with all

other growth, come from God.

Effort and struggle: Within God’s grace,

we are called to respond with vigour (Phil.

2:13-14). We are to conform to Christ

(Eph. 4:22-24; cf Rom. 13:14; 1 Tim. 6:11).

All of this takes effort; some of that effort

will be developing godly habits.

What type of habits will we need to

develop? The Spirit will produce in us self-

control (Gal. 5:23), and we are urged to dis-

play it (2 Pet. 1:6; Titus 1:8, 2:12; James 3:1-

8). Self-control is the ability to direct your

behaviour, to choose how you will respond

and when. In particular, it is the capacity to

hold yourself back from sin. It will mean

that, faced with temptation, you can resist.

We each need to develop self-control as

a habit in different areas, depending on our

own struggles and weaknesses. A friend of

mine, Matthew, grew up in a family where

anger often expressed itself in bursts of

outrage. He finds it very easy to repeat that

pattern with his friends and workmates.

For him, growing as a Christian includes

learning new ways of expressing and deal-

ing with anger. He is working to bring his

life and his character into conformity with

God. As he has learnt to control the way he

expresses his anger, his feelings of anger

have eased.

Developing character involves discipline

and training. Paul urges Timothy to “train

himself in godliness” (1 Tim. 4:7-10), and

uses a similar image for his description of

his own “self-discipline” (1 Cor. 9:24ff).

Godliness will not emerge, as it were, auto-

matically, with no effort on our part.

Growth in godliness will require consis-

tent, and planned, effort.

The New Testament also warns against

false disciplines, rules which “have an

appearance of wisdom in promoting self-

imposed piety, humility and severe treat-

ment of the body, but... are of no value in

checking self indulgence” (Col. 2:20ff; 1

Tim. 4:2-3). 

Meeting other Christians around God’s

word (church!) is an example of a discipline

which helps us in godly living. It is where

we are encouraged and spurred on in godli-

ness (Heb. 10:24-25). The fact that I have

to face my Bible study group next week

restrains me from sin. The accountability

which church provides is important. We

shouldn’t disregard the value of such things

as regular meetings, for they help direct our

lives towards godliness and away from the

sinful distractions with which we might

otherwise fill them. In an increasingly busy

world, being regular at church is itself a dis-

cipline. 

One of the habits which I continually

try to develop is good listening. I can see

that Christian love will often require that I

listen to people and understand them

before speaking, but I am often too ready

to speak. So I am trying to concentrate on

listening first when I am in conversations. I

hope that in time, I will not have to con-

centrate on it –– it will become “natural”.

Fighting temptation: We need disci-

plines which protect us from our own spe-

cific temptations. We recognise places,

times and situations in which we are easily

tempted, and set up patterns to avoid them.

A few years ago, a group of friends

found our conversation constantly coming

round to a particular person we knew, and

our comments about him were ungracious.

So we had to say that we would not talk

about him. 

I find myself particularly vulnerable to

temptation when I am tired. It is far easier

to be snappy and grumpy, as well as to relax

my guard in all sorts of areas. Regular sleep

may not look like a profound spiritual dis-

cipline –– but it is very important if I’m

going to serve the people around me.

The place of disciplines: Sin springs from

the human heart in a myriad of forms, so

our battle against it will take many forms.

We started by seeing two options: godliness

through discipline and godliness through

spontaneity. Both of these have a point, but

neither is the whole answer.

Christian living involves our under-

to change their lives. One of these he called

“mere moralism”. “The moralist”, he tells

us, “must hold his breath and keep his mus-

cles tense.” This is the approach of Covey. 

“However,” wrote James, “there is a state

of mind known to religious men, but to no

others, in which the will to assert ourselves

and hold our own has been displaced by a

willingness to close our mouths and be as

nothing in the floods of God.” Actually,

what William James is describing, particu-

larly in its highest form, is Calvinism. 

Calvinism is that expression of religious

faith which comes into its own when a per-

son utterly relies on God for help, and

humbly trusts in Christ alone for salvation.

It teaches the exact opposite of moralism

and all forms of self-help.

Therefore, when Christians are looking
for a prescription for change, they can do no
better than to find help in the counsel of
John Calvin. Piety, or personal godliness,
was uppermost in Calvin’s mind when he
wrote his famous Institutes. Indeed, he sub-
titled them A Sum of Piety. 

People seeking help to transform their
lives need look no further than the section
on the Christian Life (Book III). Calvin
taught that the Christian life was far more
than a grinding attempt to follow a code of
morals or a pattern of conduct. Instead, it
was a personal response to the grace and
mercy of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ.
Insofar as there are any rules that a
Christian should follow, these flow directly
out of our experience of Christ’s love. 

The Christian life is much more than liv-
ing by a set of rules. Calvin says: “Even
though the law of the Lord provides the
finest and best-disposed method of order-
ing a man’s life, it seemed good to the
Heavenly Teacher to shape His people by an
even more explicit plan than that rule which
He had set forth in the Law. Here, then, is
the beginning of this plan: the duty of

believers is to present their bodies to God as

a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to

Him” and in this consists their lawful wor-

ship (Romans 12:1).

So the Christian life begins by yielding

oneself in absolute surrender to the God of

grace. But having done this, Calvin points to

seven Gospel habits that act as the scaffold-

ing that supports the building of our char-

acters. They are: absolute trust in Christ;

sincere repentance; self-denial; bearing the

Cross; keeping a heavenly perspective;

thinking rightly about the world; and con-

tinual prayer. 

These are the seven habits of highly

effective Christians which he outlines in

Book III Chapters 1-20. In this issue, James

Montgomery Boice deals with bearing the

Cross, Paul Cooper writes on keeping a

heavenly perspective, and Warren Hicks

gives us pointers on how to think rightly

about the world. Calvin, not Covey, should

be our guide if we are seeking a dynamic

Christian experience that is based on the

Gospel. ap

Habits
    Covey’s, urges Peter Hastie



standing, attitudes and actions (head,

hearts and hands). Conforming to

Christ starts by knowing God and his

ways, so we understand and believe the

gospel. Our hearts also have to be in the

right place. God’s word calls us to love

and fear God and to rejoice in our hope.

From knowing God and loving God we

must obey him. So we can put self-disci-

pline in its right place. It is part of our

striving for Christian maturity, for it

helps us to act obediently. But actions

are not the only concern we have.

Discipline gives us ways of avoiding

temptation, developing character and

ensuring we are involved in activities in

which we are brought back to the

gospel. We also need to examine our

hearts and our Christian understanding,

to see if our behavioural problems stem

from wrong motives or wrong beliefs.

It is said that Billy Graham will never

enter a hotel room alone. Another itin-

erant preacher always has the television

removed from his room before he goes

inside. If the pastors attending the con-

ference mentioned at the beginning had

demonstrated similar discipline, and not

underrated their willingness to sin, the

hotel management might have had a

more encouraging story to tell.

(Thanks to Matthias Media for permission

to use some material previously published

in The Briefing .)

John McClean is minister of Cowra

Presbyterian Church, NSW.
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Richard Foster has written a very
well known book Celebration of
Discipline (Harper & Row, 1988),
and his ideas are very similar to

those of Dallas Willard in The Spirit of
Disciplines (Harper: San Francisco; 1988).
Despite their appeal, there are some major
problems in their approach. Here is a quick
summary of the problems.

1) They confuse the phases of God’s
work. Sometimes they talk about being
right with God because we are changed (ie
confusing justification and sanctification).
Sometimes they write about the way God
changes us now as if it was complete. This
confuses Christians about our motivation
for godly living.

2) They speak of areas of life where we
are solely responsible to work, and where
we must prepare ourselves for grace. This
fails to honour God, and drives us to self-
reliance.

3) They reduce sin to a habit, instead of
seeing that it is fundamentally a way of
relating to God; so they deal with sin sim-
plistically.

4) They assume that we can only
address the will indirectly, by changing our
habits. The New Testament addresses our
will directly through our understanding.
The primary path for Christian growth is
understanding the gospel and living in
response (Romans 12:1, 2).

5) They emphasise disciplining the
body (fasting, solitude, silence) as a main
path to Christian growth. The Bible is very
positive about our bodies, but it does not
present disciplining the body as the pri-
mary path to Christian growth. Rather it is
by hearing God’s word and living in obedi-
ence to it.

6) The spirituality promoted is sepa-
rated from the gospel. It is not based on
knowing that you are forgiven and
responding to that; instead it is about
preparing for God to change you.

7) While there is a place provided for
the Bible, it is not central in this type of
spirituality.

An example: Willard writes “fasting is
one of the more important ways of practis-
ing that self-denial required of everyone
who would follow Christ ... Persons well
used to fasting will have a clear and con-
stant sense of their resources in God”
(p167). In contrast John Calvin, who is
more positive about fasting than most
modern Christians, warns of three dangers
related to fasting. These are “hypocritical
fasting”; treating it as a “work of merit or a
form of divine worship”, and to extol it “as
if it were one of the chief duties, and to
extol it with immoderate praises so that
men think they have done something
noble when they have fasted.” The differ-
ences are revealing! 

John McClean

What’s wrong with Richard Foster?
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It is a lack of true discipleship that hin-
ders most people from becoming
effective Christians. Yet discipleship is
at least discussed. There are scores of

books about it, particularly about what is
called “discipling” other people. What are
we to say about “bearing the cross”, which
is a fundamental part of discipleship? In
this area it is not only the thing itself that is
lacking. Cross-bearing is something about
which we do not even speak, at least not
often.

Can we really have forgotten that Jesus
told those who had confessed him as “the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mat.
16:16) that they must bear a cross? The
command to “take up” or “bear” the cross
occurs five times in Christ’s teachings
(Mat. 10:38, 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23,
14:27), and it is implied in other passages
also.

This is a “hard” saying, of course. We
can handle the call to follow Jesus, particu-
larly if we do not think too deeply about
what following him means. We can perhaps
even handle the thought of being in
Christ’s school and taking on his yoke. But
a cross? A cross means death –– death to
self, and that is not an easy thought to con-
template.

No one wants to die. Yet that is what
Jesus said each of his followers must do
daily.

Walter J. Chantry, pastor of a Reformed
Baptist Church in Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
has written a book about cross-bearing
entitled The Shadow of the Cross: Studies in
Self-Denial in which he suggests several
reasons for our neglect of this theme,
chiefly the perversion of the doctrine in the
past. 

But isn’t the real reason why so many
people do not talk about self-denial and
cross-bearing as essential ingredients of
Christianity is that we just do not like these
demands? We like having our sins forgiven,
if sin is weighing on our consciences. We
like the promises of Christianity. We want
to be told that God will heal our broken
relationships, resolve our inner conflicts
and prosper our work. 

But denial? Taking up a cross?
Suffering? We dislike that teaching. 

So a preacher who wants to see his
church and ministry prosper soon learns to
stop talking about cross-bearing. Instead

he tells people things that enhance their
self-esteem. 

The opposite of self-denial is self-seek-
ing, and the problem with self-seeking is
that it has been the essence of sin from the
beginning. It is what caused the fall of
Satan. Satan said, “I want my way; I want to
displace God, to rule the universe.” God
said that Satan will actually be brought low
(Isa. 14:13-15). 

By contrast, Jesus said, “I will go down
in self-denial. I will abase myself so that
others might be lifted to glory.” God
promised that Jesus would be exalted,
being given a name which is above every
name, and that every tongue would confess
that “Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:6-11).

It is not only that we are to say “No” to
self, which is what denying self is about. We
are also to say “Yes” to God, which is the
meaning of taking up our cross. 

Some speak of cross-bearing as if it means
enduring the inevitable. But that is not it at
all. There are all kinds of things that cannot
be avoided: a physical handicap, a deficient
academic background, a drunken husband,
a profligate wife. People sometimes refer to
inevitable limitations like these as “my
cross”, but they are not crosses. Real
crosses mean saying “Yes” to something
hard for Christ’s sake.

Cross-bearing involves prayer and Bible
study. It is not easy to make ourselves do
them regularly.

Cross-bearing involves the items Jesus
listed in Matthew 25:31-46: feeding the
hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, receiv-
ing the stranger, clothing the naked, caring
for the sick, visiting the one who is in
prison. These are not easy to do either.
They involve denying oneself time, money
and convenience.

Taking up our cross involves witness-
ing. It means putting oneself out for the

sake of the people God sends into our lives.

Essentially, taking up our cross means
accepting whatever God has given us or
made us and then offering it back to him as
“our reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 

Priests take the gifts of the worshiper
and offer them to God. We are in that posi-
tion. We take the gifts God has given us ––
whatever they may be –– and then offer
them back to God with thanksgiving.

Taking up our cross daily is painful. In
Jesus’ day crosses were made of rough
wood crudely shaped. To pick up a cross
hurt the hands. To carry it on one’s back
meant working the splinters of the wood
into the skin of one’s shoulders. There was
nothing pretty about a cross. A cross hurt.
So does Christian service –– at times.

Even more! A cross put the crucified
person to death. The death was slow, but it
was certain. In our case, it is death to self-
importance, self-satisfaction, self-absorp-
tion, self-advancement, self-dependence.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who died for his com-
mitment to Christ, understood this princi-
ple. He wrote, “When Christ calls a man,
he bids him come and die.” What can moti-
vate a man or woman to such self-sacrifice?
There is only one answer: It is the love of
Christ. That is what moves a person to
become a Christian in the first place –– not
the promise of rewards, though there are
rewards, nor an escape from hell, though
following after Christ does mean deliver-
ance from hell’s terrors. What moves one
to be a Christian is the love of Jesus, for the
sake of which He endured the cross. Those
who have been won by that love will follow
Christ, and they will never allow anything
to keep them from that calling.

James Montgomery Boice is the minister of
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia
USA and the author of numerous best selling
reformed Bible commentaries and books. ap
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Bearing the Cross
How readily we forget that Christianity means death.

James Montgomery Boice
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Learning golf was a significant oppor-

tunity for me to develop my holi-

ness. This sport was, in God’s

hands, a tool for my sanctification.

It afforded me many opportunities to

develop a control over my tongue and my

temper. 

My basic problem was that I couldn’t get

the golf club to connect with the little white

ball in any appropriate manner. I was so

anxious to get the little white dimpled

demon to glide towards the green that I

would, before the stroke was completed, lift
my head to see the result. This inevitably
meant a swish and a miss and another

opportunity for sanctification. I had hoped
to see the ball arcing through the heavens
towards the hole but once more the ball had

failed to move off the tee.

I eventually learned that in order to get
to the flag in less than 30 strokes and with a
minimum excavation of the fairway, I

needed to keep my head down with my eye
on the ball. Rather than contemplating the
heavens in great expectation I needed to

keep my eyes firmly focused on the earth
where the ball rested. Progress in golf
required me to keep my head down.

Progress in the Christian life, however,
requires the reverse. In order to be effective
Christians we need to keep our focus on the
heavens rather than on the earth. As
Christians we need to develop the habit of
following Christ by fixing our eyes on heav-

enly realities. We must not allow ourselves
to be lured into being transfixed by the
things of this world. 

We do not belong on this earth. We
belong in heaven, says the Apostle in
Philippians 3:20, and that is where our true
value and significance lies. We are not really
Australian citizens or citizens of any coun-
try for that matter. We are heavenly citizens,
here in this world on a temporary visa.

Our proper home is with Christ! Our
dreams and our consuming passions, there-
fore, should not be like those of this earth
and citizenship. We are to be waiting for a
saviour from our true home, Jesus Christ.
Paul tells us that this Jesus is the one “who,
by the power that enables him to bring
everything under his control, will transform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.” 

The resurrection life with Christ is our
true destiny as men and women of God. To
share in Christ’s glory, the glory of the res-
urrection life and to spend an eternity with

him in the fellowship and joy of heaven is
our true and future inheritance. 

Our present earthly life is wonderful and
it has many joys. It is a sphere of activity and
life where we experience the grace and
blessing of our God. We ought to appreciate
this world and this life for what it is, a won-
derful gift from a loving God. It is to be
received with thanks and enjoyment. But as
Calvin said, “no one has made progress in
the school of Christ who does not joyfully
await the day of death and resurrection”
(Institutes III, X, 5).

We must not swap the heavenly blessing
which is eternal and of far greater signifi-
cance for the secondary blessing of this
earth and its joys. Keeping our eye heaven-
ward and remembering the heavenly reali-
ties will help us to keep our present earthly
lives in perspective.

The apostle Paul was a man with a con-
suming passion. That passion concerned
knowing Christ and the power of his resur-
rection (Phil 3:10). He had focused on for-
getting what was behind and so he strained
toward what was ahead. He wanted to take
hold of that for which Christ had taken
hold of him on the Damascus road. He
sought to take hold of the prize for which
God had called him heavenward in Christ
Jesus (Phil 3:12-13). 

It was through these attitudes that Paul
maintained a heavenly perspective on his
earthly activities. He could view his earthly
sufferings, his trials, his poverty and his
riches from this heavenly perspective. The
sufferings he endured were, he reckoned,
nothing compared to the glory that was to
be revealed in those who believed (Romans
8:18). 

Through having this heavenly perspec-
tive he was able to pick from the many good
options available to him those ones that
would allow him to spend his time and
energy in a way that was consistent with
what was important.

Calvin was right when he said that “if
believers’ eyes are turned to the power of
the resurrection, in their hearts the cross of
Christ will at last triumph over the devil,
flesh, sin and wicked men.” Keeping a heav-
enly perspective is a necessary and effective
means for progress in holiness in this
earthly life.

Paul Cooper lectures at the Presbyterian
Theological Centre, Burwood, NSW. ap

Wearing God’s glasses
There’s only one perspective that counts – Heaven’s. 

Paul Cooper

C H R I S T I A N H A B I T S

K. M. SMITH 
Funeral Directors – since 1877

53 BROOKES STREET, BOWEN HILLS

TELEPHONE (07) 3252 2031
1- 1/182 Bay Terrace, Wynnum, (07) 3548 4133

For prompt courteous and considerate attention to your Funeral requirements we are

available 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

Our Head Office is located at 53 Brookes Street, Bowen Hills – with ample off-street

parking available. If it is more convenient, our trained staff will make funeral arrange-

ments in your home. If you prefer, the arrangements can be made by telephone.

FREECALL 1800 819 938
To: K.M.Smith, Freepost 202, PO Box 2170, Fortitude Valley, Qld, 4006 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please send me information on pre-arrangement of Funerals.

Name: ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Address: ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 



A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  •  1 1

Iremember being out in the bush in win-

ter and looking up to the sky. The stars

were amazing. So many, yet I could

take in so little. That is how it was for

me as a young boy brought up on a cattle

station with no electricity and time to stare

at the sky in awe and wonder. 

But awe changed to frustration as I con-

sidered one horribly depressing fact. In my

allotted three score and ten years I would

never get to visit one single galaxy, or for

that matter, have even the slightest idea of

what goes on out there. Radio announcer

Mike Carlton said it beautifully: “The thing

that annoys me is that by the time they dis-

cover what really makes the universe tick, I

will be dead.” 

These days I look at my far-from-vast

library and realise that there are books I

won’t read in my lifetime. A skip recently

removed to the local tip many of my unfin-

ished projects from the back shed. The

world may be a global village, but it’s still

too big, too complex, too diverse for me to

taste even a miniscule part of it in my life-

time, and that is true no matter how

wealthy, healthy or powerful you are.

Depressing, isn’t it! Well it would be if

this life was all there is. So how do you make

the best of this while you wait to be beamed

to eternity? How does one best enjoy the

entrée whilst waiting for the feast?

If I were writing this in the third or

fourth century I would begin by speaking

against the notion that we are to withdraw

from the world into little Christian enclaves

and deny ourselves all worldly enjoyments –

that certainly was the bad idea of that time.

Now the bad idea is that a short life means

getting it all while we can –– wait for noth-

ing and let no one stand in the way of your

entitlement to a constant state of material

bliss. Gratification is nothing unless it’s

instant, constant and made to appear heroic. 

In Matthew 6:19-34 we find Jesus’ back-

to-front approach to analysing value. He

says that a dollar stored up in heaven is

worth much more than the dollar you

might get now. If you can’t see that, then

your whole eye is full of darkness and you

will invest in stuff to feed moths, rust and

thieves. Furthermore you will end up

despising the real master. 

The passage repeats the word “anxious”

six times (RSV). Surprisingly, it’s not the

luxuries you should not be anxious about,

but the basics –– food and clothing. Reason

demands that if we’re to remain calm about

the stuff of survival then we should be quite

detached about everything else. 

It’s best to have a take it or leave it atti-

tude to the things of the world. Don’t avoid

everything that is fun, or practise self denial

for its own sake, but remember, coffee

always smells better than it tastes – have

realistic expectations. 

No matter how good the promises are,

there is nothing worth chasing if it means

straining your health or your most impor-

tant relationships, especially the one you

have with the Lord. There can be heavy

penalties for early withdrawals on your

long-term deposit in heaven. 

God does not say that we should deny

our gratification, He just asks that we

delay it. So go for things you can get hon-

estly, that will enhance life, that you can

share with others and which show the

world that we Christians do not need

things to get a kick out of life. 

Listen carefully to Solomon and Job.

God set them both up as examples for our

benefit. To Solomon He gave everything,

from Job He took everything away, and

showed that you can get just as depressed

at both ends of the scale. But one glimpse

at the reality of God and eternity and you

are done with all complaints, you are happy

with what you have, knowing that the rest

is in the bag waiting for you. 

Peter said much the same in his last let-

ter. He first talks about the great and pre-

cious promises awaiting us, then he

reminds us that we have escaped the cor-

ruption of this world caused by lust. Lust

is not simply sex, drugs and rock and roll;

it’s desiring in the now the things that God

would rather we trusted Him to provide in

the then. Escaping lust means escaping our

own deadly passions as well as the world’s.

It means getting off the treadmill of materi-

alism and having the wisdom to discern the

real cost and benefits of everything.  

Don’t forget, we will be judged by Jesus

for the way we have lived as Christians. Our

punishment will be the memory of the

thousands of lost opportunities and foolish

decisions that were motivated by a passion

for things that did not really matter. I think

feeling regret is a most awful punishment. 

If you think you are doing it tough, be

sobered by a thought from C.S. Lewis: in

the first 1900 years of Christendom, our

brothers and sisters lived without chloro-

form, antibiotics or electricity. The great

crowd of witnesses, mentioned in Hebrews,

that watch us each day from heaven may

chuckle just a little when we complain about

the unreliability of the car’s air conditioner,

or having to wait three minutes for a ham-

burger. 

So how does one enjoy an entrée?

Develop the habit of savouring it slowly and

enjoying every bite, but don’t make a pig of

yourself and spoil the main meal. 

Warren Hicks is the minister of Camden

Presbyterian Church, NSW. ap

C H R I S T I A N H A B I T S

Enjoy the entrée
Savour slowly. That’s the right way to use God’s world.

Warren Hicks
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Fifteen years ago, the Andrews family
enjoyed reading the Narnia stories
together. Everyone had their
favourite character: “I like Mr.

Tumnus the Faun,” said Katy. “Reepicheep’s
my favourite!” added Duncan, referring to
the gallant mouse. “He’s mine too,” agreed
Laura. “Put me down for Puddleglum,” was
S.J.’s comment, “but I remember the wolf
Maugrim best.” If you enjoy going through
that wardrobe door, you too will have your
favourite Narnian character.

The delightful thing about the Narnia
stories is that they are easy to read at any age.

They can be shared across the generations.
C.S. Lewis wrote stories he himself would
enjoy reading. He chose the fairy-tale form
because “it compels you to leave out things
... It compels you to throw all the force of
the book into what was done and said. It
checks ‘the expository demon’ in me. It also
imposes very fruitful necessities about
length.”

Thirty years after C.S.Lewis had written
the Narnia series, the BBC produced a series
of movies on four of the stories. Because the
stories are classics, this was inevitable. People
have moved away from the mental stimula-
tion that comes from reading words to a less
verbal input which comes through sight.
Children gravitate to the television rather
than a book. Yet it is the book which will
extend their minds. 

Discerning parents will prefer to read sto-

ries to their children, before they show them
the videos. It is especially important with the
Narnia stories that children are given oppor-
tunity to enjoy the stories as word pictures
before they are shown the screen images.
Listening to the stories will develop their
imagination in a way that television cannot
do.

Narnia is fantasy. However, it is not to be
confused with much fantasy sold in today’s
Christian bookshops. Modern writers like
Frank Peretti take their readers on to slip-
pery ground when spirits and angels mingle
with humanity. C.S. Lewis himself abhorred
spiritualism and the occult. He often wrote
to explain his choice of fantasy, and particu-
larly fairy stories, as a literary form, and the
restraints he set himself. He always takes his
readers through a door, a frame, a gateway of
some kind, so that there is a clear distinction
between our human world and the imaginary
one. His stories are refreshingly free of mys-
ticism and forays into spiritual darkness.

The word “magic” is often used, and this
was a problem to me at first. However, Lewis
redefined my negative definition so that it
becomes something beyond the power of
mortals, either good or bad. Divine mystery,
miracles and sovereignty are part of the good
magic working to save Narnia and its inhab-
itants. “It was as if some magic in the house
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Magical mystery tour 
C.S.Lewis can open eternity for children.

Marion Andrews

P A R E N T I N G



A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  •  1 3

had come to life and was chasing them into

Narnia.” On the other hand, Edmund is

beguiled by enchanted Turkish Delight that is

anything but good.

Are fairy-stories lies? Some parents worry

that a child with a secret country of his own is

opting out of the real world. This can present a

dilemma for us in teaching children to be truth-

ful, and we need wisdom to see the fine line

between fantasy and reality in a small child.

However, the ability to think up and populate

another world in the mind is surely a reflection

of the image of our Creator. John Bunyan used

his gift of imagination, and has blessed

Christian pilgrims for 300 years.

Lewis himself used fantasy for evangelism,

although he did not write the Narnia books as

evangelistic tools. He wrote: “Any amount of

theology can be smuggled into people’s minds

under the cover of romance without their

knowing it.” So much Biblical truth and imagery

is packed into these stories: the lion and the

lamb, the serpent, the door, the bridge, the river,

the sea of separation, living water, darkness and

light. The destructive power of sin is clearly

exposed. Victory comes at a price. The com-

mandments are upheld. Salvation is offered,

accepted and rejected.

There are Christians who have rejected

Narnia on behalf of their children because of

legendary obscurities like Mr Beaver’s Lilith.

Every book of human origin has its faults.

Whatever books we read should always be mea-

sured against Scripture, and as children grow

older, we help them learn these skills of discern-

ment. 

I could go on to mention the characters, the

drama, the humour, the wisdom, the cryptic

comments on society. The more you look, the

more you find. Lewis is at his best in The

Voyage of the Dawn Treader when the Lamb

becomes the Lion while explaining to the child-

ren, “I will be telling you all the time how to get

into my country from your world. But I will not

tell you how long or short the way will be; only

that it lies across a river...”       

Marion Andrews, wife of Stuart, is a member of St.

Stephen’s Presbyterian Church, Tamworth, NSW.

She is author of Recover the Family and publishes

a regular newsletter for ministers’ wives.              ap

The Victorian Assembly

The Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria met in Melbourne on
5 to 8 October. 

On opening night in the Cheltenham
church, more than 200 people enjoyed
inspiring worship, hearty singing and an
excellent address by the incoming mod-
erator, Rev John Woodward. This brief
report provides an overview of some of
the main decisions and events from this
year’s assembly.

Assembly expositions were given by
Rev Dr Peter Adam, vicar of St Jude’s
Anglican church. Dr Adam gave a clear
and convincing series of assembly expo-
sitions from 2 Samuel.

The mid-week Wednesday night rally
was a huge success, with excellent music
led by members of the PYV music
group, and with a sparkling address from
Peter Woodcock of St John’s Hobart.

Women in eldership

On the first day, a much-anticipated
item was the resolution of the debate
concerning women in the eldership.
After many years’ discussion, the assem-
bly finally resolved to declare that, based
on what is taught in Scripture, only men

are to be ordained into the office of elder.
Although there is still some unease
within the church over this “counter-cul-
tural” position on pastoral leadership,
our church has made its decision on the
matter, with the final vote recorded as
81:62.

A pastoral statement was issued in
regard to the effect that the change of
rule (ie male-only eldership) might have
on our congregations and on individuals.
The points are that the church, first,
recognise the pain and upset which this
debate has brought to many on both
sides; second, ask those who may feel
grieved to understand that this decision
has not been arrived at hastily or without
awareness of the opinions and concerns
of the wider church, but represents our
understanding of the Scriptures, and does
not reflect on the past or present services
of godly women who have served or con-
tinue to serve our church as elders; and,
third, call upon the church to continue to
demonstrate, in fellowship and service,
that we are united together by the person
and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Fellowship

The distinctive beliefs and practices of
the group known as “The Fellowship”,
came under careful examination and
debate. The assembly declared that these
beliefs are inimical to the doctrine and
practices of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria. The Church & Nation
Committee has been asked to prepare a
booklet on the subject for the wider
church.

The debate attracted the attention of
the secular press. The Australian newspa-
per highlighted the group’s alleged activ-
ities in banning the music of Mozart on
the grounds that he was a Freemason, and
in creating distressing family situations

home
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New News Editor
Rev Bob Thomas has resigned from AP.

His replacement as news editor is Rev

Neil Benfell, principal of King’s College

in Warrnambool, Victoria.  We thank Mr

Thomas and welcome Mr Benfell to the

team. The new address for news is:

P.O.Box 681, Warrnambool, 3280.  

Phone  03 5562 0147; fax 03 5562 9718; 

email:  kingcoll@standard.net.au

Librariansand
Friends
are warmly invited to a Dinner
Tues. 24 Nov. At 7 for 7.30pm

PPrreessbbyytteerriiaann  TThheeoollooggiiccaall  CCoolllleeggee
684 Elgar Rd, Box Hill North

Speaker: DOUG DOWN
(former President, Australian School Library Assoc; 

Director Information Services Div, State Library Victoria)

RRSSVVPP: by 14 Nov. To PTC Library
$20 if rec. By 14 Nov; $25 thereafter

Christian Librarians Network
Phone 9879; Fax 9898 9872  Email:

Graeme.Oke@vut.edu.au

CLN Newsletter $10 p.a. 
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with unbiblical counselling attitudes. 

The newspaper said three East
Melbourne congregations had become the
centre of the group’s activities in recent
years, leading to tensions in the churches,
and a long process of investigation, counsel
offered, and appeals to the conscience of
those involved. The secrecy and self protec-
tive nature of the group had made open
handed church processes to work through
the issues more difficult, if not impossible. 

Reports

Rev David Innes spoke on the work of
theological education, asking the church to
pray that the Lord will raise up new candi-
dates for the ministry. In setting a fresh
direction for ministry in our churches, the
Assembly approved the establishing of dia-
conal ministry within the local church,
under the supervision of sessions. This dia-
conal ministry is open to men and women,
and the training, selection and recognition
of deacons is the responsibility of each local
session. 

The APWM report included encourag-
ing reminders of several of our missionar-
ies, while the mission dinner and meeting
on Wednesday evening were enjoyable and
informative. Dr Ian Denness (Red Sea
Team Pakistan) shared the problems of
communication and identification with
peoples of another culture. 

At the moderator’s luncheon, Mrs Ruth
Owen (Melton) spoke about the ministry
the Lord has opened up for her at the
Metropolitan Women’s Correctional
Centre at Deer Park.

Tithing for missionaries

The assembly encouraged each congrega-
tion to set aside at least a tenth of the
annual income for the needs of world mis-
sion. Congregations are encouraged to
make use of Joan Campbell’s booklet,
How to adopt a missionary.

Sunday Schools

A far-reaching decision-in-principle was
taken to encourage the Christian
Education & Nurture Committee in its
desire to use the funds of the Allan bequest
to develop an integrated Sunday School
curriculum. It was also noted that over the
past year, within our denomination as a
whole, there has been an increase in atten-
dance at worship among the 12-17 and 18-
30 age groups, and also in Sunday School
attendance.

(AP thanks Rev John Wilson for this edited

summary of assembly week happenings.) 

Time runs out for China

Dr Jonathan Chao, president of China
Ministries International, has warned that
the openness of the Chinese people to the
Gospel will only last another 10 years.  “The
golden opportunity for evangelism and
church growth will be lessened consider-
ably,” he believes.  For churches wanting to
do ministry in China, “this is the decade to
do it,” he says.  Dr Chao fears the hearts of
much of the populace could close to the
Gospel, even though the door may still be
open politically.  Materialism is rising as
markets open for trade.  

A Shanghai leader of a house church
comprised mainly of Christian profession-
als said: “In the past few years, it has been
harder to witness because everyone is in a
distracted frenzy trying to make a fortune.”
However, church growth is continuing at
present despite increased persecution in
some areas, and nationwide pressure for
house churches to register with the state. Dr
Chao estimates the house church popula-
tion to be more than 70 million, although
some believe this figure too high.

Persecuted brethren

Voice of the Martyrs has declared 15
November an international day of prayer
for the persecuted Christians around the
world. In China, Cuba, areas of the Balkans,
parts of Northern Africa, Sudan,  North
Korea, Nepal, and in many other places,
believers often have to “prove faithful unto
death”.   Last year more than 10 million
Christians worldwide prayed in response to
the call. 

Worldwide evangelism conference

Billy Graham has confirmed that a con-
ference of preaching evangelists will be held
in Amsterdam in July 2000. It aims to
relaunch world evangelism into “the
momentous times of the 21st century”.  Mr
Graham said: “Decay in the societies of the

world, consternation of governments, and a
deep heart-cry for revival throughout the
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ all point to
the need of the world for our Saviour.

“The Lord of the harvest has many ser-
vants who are doing extraordinary work in
bringing the Gospel to those who still sit in
darkness. Their stories need to be known,
their strategies multiplied, their commit-
ment deepened.”

Wallace tribute

Governor George Wallace of Alabama, a
former Presidential candidate who died
recently, was “a remarkable man who was
changed by God in the midst of his political
campaign”, according to Billy Graham.
His great transformation came when he
received Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour
into his heart.  Dr Graham said: “I was with
him for most of the day in 1983 when he
made a commitment to Christ ... Governor
Wallace stands as a shining example of what
a conversion to Jesus Christ can do to a
man’s life.”

Chinese appeal

Leaders of the unregistered house
churches in China, have published a united
appeal to the Chinese Government to end
persecution.  The appeal was issued in
Henan, the centre of a movement that has
penetrated most of the country.  The call is
for the government to stop religious
oppression, change regulations, and release
unconditionally all house Christians
presently in labour camps.  It calls for recog-
nition that the house church is the main-
stream of Christianity in China, with a far
greater membership than the state-con-
trolled Three Self Patriotic Movement
churches.

Graduates for Russia

St Petersburg Theological Seminary,
dedicated this June, is the first graduate-
level Protestant seminary in Russia, work-
ing in partnership with Fuller Seminary in
the USA.  The work started in 1990, and
300 students have graduated already.  Fuller
continues to support the work, and hopes
the work will be independent by 2006.

world 
news

Christian Singles
____________________________________________________

All ages, All denominations.
Send for free colour brochure to:

5 Grange Ave
Maryland 2287 or

www2.hunterlink.net.au/singles

Join now and find your double



A U S T R A L I A N  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  •  1 5

N E W S

College nurture

An important part of the life of Brisbane
Boys College is nurturing young men in the
Christian faith. The college, a ministry of
both the Presbyterian and Uniting
Churches, is in Toowong, Brisbane, and has
more than 1400 boys. There is a strong
Christian witness by staff, Christian
Education lessons are held regularly by
committed teachers and about 40 boys
attend the Inter-School Christian
Fellowship each week. 

In recent years, Chaplain Graham Cole
has also introduced discipleship groups, as
distinct from ISCF and CE classes. These
involve discussions on topical and current
issues from a biblical perspective or, at pre-
sent, young men undertaking the
Christianity Explained course. This year 50
students have signed up to do the course,
which runs from September to November. 

In the line of service

Rev Ron Clark steps down after 20 years’
service as joint-director of the Queensland
Home Mission and Christian Education
committees. At a special service on Tuesday
27 October at the Mitchelton Church, the
Presbytery of Brisbane set apart Rev John
Nicol as the new joint-director. John was
trained in the Queensland Presbyterian
Theological Hall, and has ministered at the
St George, Gladstone and Mitchelton

churches. He is married to Lyn and they
have four daughters, Kathrine, Sara, Amy
and Janette. He is no stranger to the work
that he will be undertaking. He conducted a
house church in Rochedale while a student
in the Hall, has conducted many training
programmes and has regularly been
involved in Vacation Bible School ministry.
After 20 years it will be a hard act to follow,
but by God’s grace, John will continue the
fine ministry for which Ron Clark was well
known.

Age does not weary him

He is an elder on both the sessions of
Hervey Bay and the sister church in
Maryborough, coastal towns about 250
kilometres north of Brisbane. He is the ses-
sion clerk of the Maryborough charge, is
called upon regularly to preach at two ser-
vices on a Sunday, lead in worship at old
people’s homes, take funerals and be an
assembly and presbytery commissioner. As
an elder he visits 35 members four times a
year, and attends prayer and Bible study
meetings.

Who is this? A young man out of Bible
College assisting the minister? No, it is Mr
Bill White who recently celebrated his 92nd
birthday. Bill is a former home missionary,
having served for 15 years in three Charges.
He has also been the President of the
Hervey Bay Meals on Wheels for 30 years.
Asked by his minister whether he would
like to be nominated as elder emeritus, he
said: “I am not old enough yet. I have too
much to do!” Give thanks to God for elders
who are ‘never too old’ and continue to
serve the Lord as He enables.

120 years of ordination

Is it possible to celebrate 120 years of ordi-
nation? This is exactly what the Presbytery
of Brisbane did at its annual dinner held at
Clayfield College. At this dinner, special
guests are honoured –– this time three min-

isters whose total years of ordination
amounted to 120 years. They were Rev
Calder Allan (50 years), Rev Professor
Norm Barker (40 years) and Rev Alan
Switzer (30 years). The Queensland mod-
erator, Rev David Secomb, presented each
with a plaque and a certificate acknowledg-
ing the grace of God in their lives. The pres-
bytery also expressed its gratitude to Rev
Ron Clark, who retires next year as the
Queensland Assembly’s director of Home
Missions and Christian Education.

The suffering church

When ladies from North Queensland
came together recently, they centred their
worship, studies and prayer time on the suf-
fering of fellow Christians in five countries
–– China, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Russia and
Columbia. A world map highlighted the
most persecuted countries, while book-
marks presented to the women featured
one of the five countries with a short Bible
verse and a reminder –– “pray for
Christians in China etc.”

The ladies also heard testimonies of
extraordinary ways in which our sovereign
God has worked to bring much blessing
out of suffering. At the conclusion of the
day, each person was given a list of ways in
which suffering Christians can be sup-
ported in practical ways. Yes, remember the
suffering Church.

African wedding

The wedding of Julie Kettniss and Jimmy
Mbaisa will take place at the Evangelical
Bible Church in Windhoek, Namibia on 14
November. Julie, whose home church is
Gateway Presbyterian in Brisbane, has
been an assigned missionary with the Africa
Inland Mission for the past four years. She
worked as the Administrator for AIM and
AEF for three years in Windhoek, and this
year assisted the Evangelical Bible Church
in setting up its administrative office and
worked among their young people. ap

News from Queensland

Rev John Nicol Julie Kettnis & Jimmy Mbaisa

(left to right) Rev R Clark, Mrs & Rev
Switzer, Rev & Mrs C Allan, Mrs & Prof
N Barker and Rev D Secomb following
the presentation of certificates.



Is Genesis an important book in the
Bible?

It’s a very important book, but we must
not make the mistake of getting so locked
into Genesis that we think that we can find
everything we need there. We can certainly
find a lot about God’s plan for the world in
it, but not everything. That’s why we have
65 other books in the Bible.

What is its significance, then?

Well, the name “Genesis” means “the
beginnings”, and in many respects this is
the focus of the book. Genesis tells us how
the world began. It also tells us about the
early history of humanity and the begin-
nings of God’s people. It also identifies the
key figures from the earliest times such as
Noah, Abraham and Joseph, and it tells us
a lot about the way things were before the
history of early civilisation was written. But
probably the most significant thing of all
about Genesis is that it was written to help
Israel figure out who she was, and what
place she had in God’s plan.

What do you think Moses had in mind
when he wrote Genesis?

I’m glad you said “Moses”, because not
too many people believe that today. It
makes a big difference in how you under-
stand the book. I’m convinced that the
New Testament teaches us that we should
believe that he wrote it. This means that
when I read Genesis, I read it from the per-
spective of Moses. I try to figure out what
he was trying to teach Israel as they were
leaving a land of slavery in Egypt and jour-
neying to a place of blessing in Canaan.
During this pilgrimage, Israel faced lots of
problems, and Moses wrote Genesis to
help them understand their situation and
the challenges to their faith.

Does it matter whether Moses wrote the
book?

I think that it matters in lots of different
ways, but for me the most important way is
that it calls into question the authority of
the New Testament if we say that Moses
didn’t write Genesis. However, I don’t
want to be misunderstood. I don’t think
that the Bible requires us to believe that
Moses wrote every single word that we find
in Genesis as we have it today. That doesn’t
mean, of course, that it’s the work of some-
one else. Genesis has Mosaic origins, and it
must be read as a Mosaic document. Both

Jesus and the apostles taught this, so if we

take issue with them, we run into some

very serious issues which raise questions

about the trustworthiness of Jesus and the

credibility of the New Testament. And that

is certainly not a route that I want to go

down. I have absolute confidence in Jesus’

teaching.

Does your view of the authorship of

Genesis affect how you will understand

the book?

Yes, it has a huge effect. Many people

may not be aware that there are lots of

commentaries today about Genesis that

have been written as though the book

should be dated during or after the exile to

Babylon. This is true of many of the schol-

arly commentaries. Obviously, this view is

in conflict with the traditional view that

Moses wrote the book somewhere around

1400 BC. If you think Genesis was written

during the Babylonian exile, then the

immediate purposes behind writing will be

quite different to those that Moses would

have had. And this has an effect on how

you interpret the book. So your view on

authorship will affect your interpretation of

Genesis.

Another thing to remember is that

when people use the book of Genesis for

Bible-class lessons or sermons, the com-

mentaries that they use frequently don’t

concern themselves with who wrote the

book or when it was written. Instead, they

look at Genesis as if it were a history book

simply designed to tell us about ancient his-

tory and the way God did things way back

in the days of Noah, Abraham and Joseph.

It’s important to realise that we can some-

times misconstrue a book like this if we

don’t give serious consideration to who

wrote it and the purposes that he had in

mind.

Do people find it hard to understand the

Old Testament because they lose sight of
the importance of the author’s purposes?

I’m convinced that one of the main rea-
sons why people don’t find the Old
Testament exciting to read is that they have
lost sight of its purpose. Preachers have got
to face the fact that people are not con-
cerned with ancient history simply because
it happened a long time ago. There might
be a few people like that, but most of us
want to know how we ought to live, how
we should raise our kids, and how to die
happily. When you begin to understand
that books like Genesis were written for a
purpose, to help people in their own day
face various spiritual crises, then we can
begin to see how that book helps us in our
attempt to live today. 

What has been the effect of higher criti-
cism on our understanding of Genesis?

It has been profound and destructive.
Today it’s commonly taught in universities
and seminaries that Genesis and other
books of the Pentateuch are really a con-
glomerate of competing theologies that
were present in ancient Israel. Students
have been taught to dissect the book into
these various strands and isolate them. The
result has been devastating because Genesis
is no longer a book that informs the
Church of its place in God’s plan. Rather,
it’s become the subject of speculative dis-
section. It’s a literary game. Of course, if
you dissect the book like this you destroy
its authority, and you remove any possibil-
ity that the Church can find guidance and
help in it. 

How should we understand Genesis? Is it
myth, poetry, parable or history?

I am convinced that both Genesis itself
and the rest of the Bible treat it as narrative
history. There should be no doubt that
Moses uses the same literary conventions in
writing Genesis as other authors of the
Bible do in writing history. 

What do you mean when you say that
Genesis is history?

I mean that Genesis tells us the truth
about the past and does not misrepresent
the facts. Paul treats it as reliable history.
When he talks about the story of Adam and
Eve in Romans, he mentions that it was one
man Adam who sinned and brought God’s
condemnation on us all. So the New
Testament, as well as Genesis itself, pre-
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sents this as history. In other words, we are
dealing with real facts without any misrep-
resentation. However, having said that, we
must remember that no history is purely
objective. All historians come to their sub-
ject with a perspective on it. Moses is no
different. Genesis has a perspective. There
is a definite message there, but that does
not mean that it’s not history. It’s history
with a purpose. That means there is a good
reason for all the information that is con-
tained in it, and there are good reasons why
other things have been left out.

There were other “creation-myths” in the
ancient world. How do we know that
Genesis was not copied from them?

It’s true that there were such myths in
the ancient world, notably in Mesopotamia
and Egypt, but the existence of these myths
in other cultures does not prove that
Genesis was derived from them. While
there may be some very superficial similar-
ities, there are also some radical differences.
The creation story in Genesis is certainly
not mythological. Scholars must take the
Bible on its own terms, and they need to
evaluate it by means other than simply
throwing it into a heap with all the other
mythological texts of the ancient world. A
biblical scholar has to take special care
whenever he looks at a text of Scripture.
Regardless of which book it’s from, or what
period, there is no special reason why it
cannot be unique, and I think that’s cer-
tainly true of all the biblical stories. They
really are in a class of their own. The
attempt to classify them as myths is clumsy
and unconvincing. 

What signs do you find in the text of
Genesis that it is historical narrative?

There are many of them, but the most
important one for me is not found in
Genesis itself. I treat Genesis as history
because Jesus did.

So your view of Genesis is really an issue
of discipleship for you?

Yes. For me, it’s a basic issue of trust.
Can I believe what Jesus said? Jesus
regarded Genesis as history. He treated
Adam and Eve as real people. (Mat. 19:4)
As far as He was concerned, Noah and the
patriarchs actually existed. (Lk. 17:27; Jn.
8:37) If I am Jesus’ disciple, I don’t have
any other option but to submit to His
teaching. There’s no personal choice
involved. I must align my thoughts about
the world, myself and God to what Jesus
taught. As a rabbi, Jesus trusted the Bible.
He said that it was without error. (Jn.
10:35) He relied upon it. And that’s what
I’m going to do too. What Jesus taught
about Genesis is the one crucial confirma-
tion for me that it’s reliable.

But are there indications in Genesis itself
that it’s reliable history?

In the ancient world it was very unusual
for people to talk honestly about their
heroes, especially the founders of their
nations. What they usually did was to cover
their sins and failures, and act as if their
heroes were perfect. For instance, in the
United States we have myths about our
founding fathers. One of the myths is that
our first President, George Washington,
never told a lie. We tell all our little school-
children this. You probably know the story.
As a boy, George chopped down his
father’s cherry tree. When his father asked
him whether he had done it, he replied:
“Father, I cannot tell a lie. I chopped down
your cherry tree.” He may have told the
truth then, but can we really say that
George Washington never told lies? I think
he must have told a few, as we all do. But
the Bible never covers over its heroes’ sins.
Abraham, Noah and Moses are presented
as men with clay feet. The Scriptures teach
that there was only one person who was
perfect, and that was Jesus. For instance, in
Genesis we are told that Noah was a right-
eous man. But he no sooner survives the
flood, than he builds a vineyard and gets so

drunk that he can’t even stand up. Then all
sorts of terrible things happen. The Bible
doesn’t cover over its heroes’ sins, and I
think that this shows that it’s not a fake
book. It’s a book that’s honest about its
heroes, and for me that’s one of the best
evidences for its historical authority.

To what extent can Genesis speak to our
modern world when it was written in a
pre-scientific age? For instance, can it
speak on issues of creation versus evolu-
tion?

I think that we have to admit to our-
selves at the outset, if we are going to study
Genesis responsibly, that it does not overtly
address many of our contemporary scien-
tific questions about evolution, or the ori-
gin of species, or the age of the earth. I
don’t think it’s possible to be dogmatic in
saying that Moses was specifically address-
ing these issues. However, Genesis does
address these types of questions indirectly,
and it’s possible to find statements in the
book that have implicit connections to
these issues. That means that we have to be
very careful in drawing inferences from the
text itself. As a biblical scholar I am glad for



If your church is anything like mine, then
Christmas is the one time in the year when
you can be sure of a bumper-size congrega-
tion. More than likely, there will be people in

church who you’ve never seen before in your
life.

And many of them will assure you on their
way out the door that they’re “Presbyterian”,
though I’m not exactly sure what Presbyterian
means at that point!

But whatever the reason, they’re in Church
–– and by the family-full.

So what are you going to say? More than any
other time of the year the pressure is on. It’s one
thing to be a boring preacher the rest of the year
–your congregation is used to it. But at
Christmas?

Come to think of it, the visitors probably
won’t mind much if you’re boring either. After
all ... they’re expecting it! That’s one of the rea-
sons they only come to church twice a year: It’s
normally so boring. So what are you going to
say?

Well the first question you have to ask your-
self is this:

“What do you want to achieve? What do you
want people to go away with after the service?

Let me tell you what I don’t want to do with
my Christmas talks.

First, I don’t want to make people feel guilty
about the fact that they only turn up to church
at Christmas and Easter. I’m sure we’ve all heard
that one – maybe you’ve even given it?

Second –– and most important –– I don’t
want to be boring.

Well that covers the don’ts of the Christmas
talk –– so what about the do’s?

Well, for me the main aim at our Christmas
services is to surprise people. I want to present
the Gospel to them in a way they’ve never heard
it before. I want to present the Gospel crisp and
clear. I want them to see that the message of
Christmas is important, that it’s true, and most
of all that it’s for them.

Here’s a set of three pre-tested Christmas
messages in point form. Most of the ideas are
not original –– I’ve made a point of borrowing
them wherever I can. Naturally, you’ll need to
build on these outlines, and the results will
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the helpful insights of scientific and his-
torical research. However, I want to add
the caution that Scripture must never be
judged by history or science. 

What sorts of interpretative safeguards
should we have as we approach the
early chapters of Genesis?

All of us, regardless of our views on
the age of the earth, theistic evolution,
and the like, need to do two things. First,
we need to realise that science can’t give
us a great deal of help on this issue.
Science does well with things that exist
now, but it doesn’t do so well about
things in the past. And in fact, when you
go back to the very beginning of the uni-
verse, science is extremely limited in what
it can tell us. We can go back and make
hypotheses about what we think hap-
pened, but the further back we go, the
thinner those hypotheses become. It’s
very difficult for scientists to do much
more than guess when they are talking
about the origins of the universe. The sci-
entific evidence is just too thin to speak
with real authority about the original cre-
ation event. Second, we must also
acknowledge, no matter what our posi-
tion is, that some things in the biblical
account are clearer than others. Our own
Westminster Confession of Faith says
that “all things in Scripture are not alike
plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto
all.” (1:7) That’s certainly the case when
it comes to Genesis 1 and 2. There are
some things that we can be confident
about. For example, we can be confident
that the universe was made out of noth-
ing and that humanity is a special cre-
ation. But there are other aspects of the
creation story that are not quite as clear.
All of us need to be humble towards each
other and the text, and do our best to
understand it.

What is the most consistent approach
to Genesis 1 and 2?

There are a number of approaches that
Bible-believing Christians can take to the
first two chapters of Genesis. The first
one is that the six days of Genesis 1 are
six ordinary 24-hour days. That’s one
possibility, and there are still lots of peo-
ple who agree that this interpretation
makes the best sense of the text. This is a
view that has been held consistently
throughout every period of the Church’s
history. The second choice that’s still in
line with biblical authority would be that
the six days of creation are actually very
long periods of time, epochs of perhaps
millions of years. That’s a view that has
also been held for a long time in different
places. This approach also has credibility.
The final position is one that’s held by a
lot of people in more recent years. It’s
called the hymnic approach. When these
scholars look at Genesis 1 and 2, they

notice that there are some differences in
the order of events there. In one case,
plants seem to come before man (1:11),
and in the other case, man seems to come
before the plants (2:5). Since this differ-
ence and others seem hard to reconcile,
advocates of this view say that Genesis 1
is best understood, not as a chronological
account of how the world was made, but
a hymn about how God made it. That’s
why they call it the “hymnic” or “liturgi-
cal” approach. I guess that as long as you
believe that this is what Genesis 1 was
originally intended to do, namely, to be a
hymn of praise to God, then this position
is all right too. On this view, the chronol-
ogy of Genesis begins with chapter two.
These are the three main positions that
Bible-believing Christians tend to hold. 

Which do you find most persuasive?

Personally, I find that the first alterna-
tive is the most reasonable and attractive
one. I believe that out of all the argu-
ments that I have heard, the most persua-
sive ones are supportive of the “literal-
day” position. That is, I believe that
Genesis 1 teaches six ordinary days.
However, in saying this, you need to keep
in mind that an ‘ordinary’ day without a
sun in the sky is not exactly your average
sort of day. According to Moses, the sun
does not appear until the fourth day
(1:14-19). So what the first three days
were like, we don’t really know.
However, we do know that there was a
morning and an evening as in the last
three days. I still regard the ‘ordinary-
day’ position as the most reasonable one
to hold because of the way Moses uses
the six days of creation in the ten com-
mandments (Ex. 20:11). He says there
that we should observe the Sabbath day
(a 24-hour day), because God worked six
days and rested on the Sabbath. 

Rev Dr Richard Pratt is Professor of Old
Testament at the Reformed Seminary in
Orlando, Florida. He has published a
major work on Old Testament interpreta-
tion, ‘He Gave Us Stories’, and recently
lectured at the PTC, Sydney while visiting
Australia. ap
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depend on your audience and your own per-
sonality. These ideas are just starting points
–– good hooks for you to build a talk on.

Talk 1: The Three Christmas Presents

The idea of the talk is to tell people about
three Christmas presents you have been
given. You will need to have your own three
presents. The three that I used were: A pur-
ple tank top, a walkman cassette player and a
wallet.

Each of these had varying degrees of use-
fulness. The purple tank top never got to see
the light of day after Christmas. It was put
into a drawer and promptly forgotten.

The walkman was useful for a while. It
was great for listening to music. But gradu-
ally, as I got older, the novelty wore off. These
days I hardly use it. It was good while I was
young, but now I’ve outgrown it.

The final gift, the wallet, is with me all the

time. In fact, I’d be lost without it. It has

become a part of me.

Christmas is the time when we remember
the gift that God has given to us in Jesus.
People will tend to treat Jesus the same way I
treated my Christmas gifts. Some will never
pay any attention to Him –– they’ll never
even get Him out of the drawer. Some will
think He is okay for the young people. By
the time they leave Sunday School, they’ve
grown out of Him. But the only response
that God wants from us is to accept Jesus
completely –– to make Him the very centre
of our lives.

Talk 2: Undercover Operation

There was an action thriller movie some
years ago –– I think it starred Chuck Norris.
In the movie Americans were still being held
prisoners of war in a camp in Vietnam. The
only rescue plan America could find was to
send someone in undercover. He’d have to
become a POW himself to rescue the others.

Christmas is the time we remember God’s
“Undercover Operation”. He sent Jesus into
this world to become a man so that He could
rescue men.

I heard a story about a little boy who was
very scared of the lightning during a thunder
storm. His dad told him that he needn’t be
scared. God knew how he felt. The little boy
replied “How could God know? He hasn’t
got skin on!”

But Hebrews 2:14 says this: “Since the
children have flesh and blood, he too shared
in their humanity so that by his death he
might destroy him who holds the power of
death –– that is, the devil –– and free those
who ail their lives were held in slavery by
their “fear of death”. 

Talk 3: Christmas sacred – Christ massacred

This talk hinges on the word play of
Christmas sacred – Christ massacred. You
need to have it in a prominent place, such as
the cover of the notice sheet or on the over-
head projector.

I heard a story about a retired minister
who was asked to fill in at a church and take
their Christmas service. He got a little mixed
up and pulled out an Easter sermon from his
file instead of a Christmas one.

In a way it was probably an appropriate
message for Christmas. It would be difficult
to talk about the birth of Jesus without talk-
ing about what He came to do. When we cel-
ebrate the birth of a famous person (Martin
Luther, the Queen, etc.) we don’t just
remember that they were born. We are
remembering the important things they
achieved.

When people are doing their HSC they
are continually asked “What are you going to
do?” If you asked Jesus that question during
his ministry then He would have told you ––
as He told His disciples –– He was going to
die in Jerusalem. In Mark 10:45 Jesus said
“the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and give His life as a ransom for
many.”

The reason we remember the birth of
Jesus, the reason that Christmas is sacred is
that Jesus was massacred. 

Luke Tattersall is the minister of Byron Bay -
Mullumbimby Presbyterian Church, NSW. ap

Luke Tattersall
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Aman called me from Darwin
recently and said he’d been reading
Investor’s Corner, a small column
on share investment which I pen

for Challenge, the monthly Christian news-
paper. As a Christian, he asked, is it okay to
invest in shares? I told him I thought it was
fine as it is little different from investing in
property, mortgages or a private business,
or owning a football team or art and other
collectables. Investors in all these are sim-
ply looking for a return on their capital to
provide for needs now or in the future.

The sharemarket is a mechanism for
investing capital. Just as aluminium has
been described as “congealed electricity”,
so capital might be termed “congealed per-
sonal exertion”. In 2 Thessalonians 3:10
Paul brings out the need to be self-support-
ing – “if anyone will not work, neither let
him eat.” 

Capital not only provides an income to

allow us to pay our way when we’re no

longer in the workforce; it also creates

work, being a factor of production. The

sharemarket not only enables investors to

buy and sell securities; it’s also a key mech- anism for mobilising and allocating scarce

risk capital to develop and maintain indus-

try, local or global.

It seems to me that the question about

investing in shares is part of a much bigger

issue –– is it wrong for Christians to build

up capital and to seek a return on it?

Scripture warns that we should be very

careful not to crave money per-se, like

Shylock who chuckled as the gold coins

coursed through his hands. 

In 1 Timothy 6:9,10 Paul warns that

those who want to get rich fall into “temp-

tation and a snare and many foolish and

harmful desires which plunge men into ruin

and destruction. For the love of money is a

root of all sorts of evil”. This passage is

often misquoted to the effect that “money

is the root of all evil”, but I think this

entirely misses the point. Money is not evil.

If it were, why would churches and church

agencies around the world be crying out for

more and more of it at the moment?

Rather, it is an essential ingredient in build-

ing our future as a nation. As Christians, we

are to use it wisely, which of course includes

giving generously for the advancement of

Christ’s kingdom on earth.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus

states: “Do not lay up for yourselves trea-

sures upon earth, where moth and rust

destroy, and where thieves break in and

steal. But lay up for yourselves treasure in

heaven, where neither moth nor rust

destroys, and where thieves do not break in

and steal: for where your treasure is, there

will your heart be also” (Mat. 6:19-21). 

In the Tyndale Commentary on

Matthew’s Gospel, R. T. France interprets

this to mean that God is not so much con-

cerned about a disciple’s wealth as his loy-

alty to Him. The danger of amassing pos-

sessions is that “the treasure will command

the disciple’s loyalty, that material affluence

will breed materialism”. 

Again, the thrust does not appear to be

against having capital; rather it lies in what

we do with it. For the Christian, undoubt-

edly the highest return on capital is gained

by investing in the work of the Lord, so

that those who are living in spiritual dark-

ness should hear the Gospel.

Some liken the sharemarket to a casino

because of their perception that you can

make vast amounts of money from the

sharp price fluctuations which are con-
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Is your
God too

small?
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
J.B. Phillips wrote, ‘The trouble with many
people today is that they have not found a

God big enough for modern needs’.

Marvels and Mysteries of Space is an
easy-to-read yet thoroughly-
researched book magnifying God’s
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shows that our God is indeed big
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challenges.  And you’ll be better
informed about space –– a hot topic
today.
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stantly occurring. Those of us who have

been in the industry for some decades

would caution that there is no easy money

in a fluctuating market; on the contrary, it is

very easy to lose even one’s shirt! 

To characterise the sharemarket as sim-
ply another casino is to ignore the fact that
most investors, be they individuals or insti-
tutions, buy shares on fundamental consid-
erations with a view to long-term returns.
They do not concern themselves unduly
with the daily vagaries of share prices. 

Apart from the serious portfolio
investors, there are gladiators in the share-
market who take a very short-term view
and trade shares, options, warrants or
futures hour-to-hour, day-to-day, which is
more akin to gambling. However, traders
have an important part to play in any mar-
ket as they lift its fluidity and breadth, and
therefore improve its efficiency. Again,
from a Christian standpoint, I find little
distinction between day-to-day sharemar-
ket trippers and retailer traders, be they
dealing in fruit and vegetables or computers
or automobiles for that matter.

Some would argue that sharemarket
investment is okay for Christians, but that
the shares in some companies should be

taboo. They would quarantine stocks
involved in the supply of liquor, tobacco
and pornography, or those that run gaming
or wagering businesses, or those caught up
in contentious environmental issues such as
uranium mining or tree felling, or those
with anti-social tendencies such as child-
labour or arms-trafficking. 

The problem here is that it is difficult to
find companies to invest in if 100% is the
pass-mark. For example, the whole mining
industry is involved in disturbing the land-
scape, and quite a few of the larger groups
produce uranium or have uranium explo-
ration permits. What about the production
of greenhouse gases? This would catch the
whole of the resource sector, most areas of
manufacturing, and the cattle industry!
Paper and timber companies would have to
be ruled out for what happens to native
forests, as would media stocks producing
magazines showing undue bare flesh. And
what about the banking industry whose
members lend money to cigarette vendors,
hotels, liquor stores, drug dealers and
brothel keepers?

Nor would most managed funds escape
because of the wide spread of shareholdings

they inevitably have. So, Christians invest-
ing in the sharemarket should let their con-
science guide them as to what shares they
will not buy, but the pass-mark should not
be set too high or they will find it hard to
put a share portfolio together!

A friend rang me at the office one day
and asked if I thought it was possible to be
a Christian and yet work in the share-
broking industry! I told him that I thought
it was, and offered to meet him to talk
about it. It turns out that he was concerned
with certain practices in the firm he worked
for and felt that he was implicated by being
an employee even though not participating
in these activities. 

Subsequently, he has been confirmed as
a church member, attends church and
remains in the broking industry. Why this
story? Because it brings out the need for
Christians to be in the workplace where
there are so many who are fearful and lost
in the late 20th century. 

The sharebroking industry perhaps best
epitomises some of the more challenging
aspects of modern society – rapid change in
technology, a growing deluge of informa-
tion to absorb (aptly described as trying to
drink from a fire hydrant), longer and
longer work days to endure, continual
industry rationalisation and mounting pres-
sure on revenues through cut-throat com-
petition both locally and globally. Throw
into this mix the woes currently afflicting
the financial world such as the collapse of
Third World economies, gargantuan losses
incurred by hedge funds (the bully boys of
the financial world), and raw materials
gluts, and you have a prescription for dis-
orientation and despair.

Sharebrokers these days seem to spend
most of their days glued to computer
screens, trying to capture that one key
piece of information which will generate a
new idea. (Incidentally, this runs counter to
the image of a broker as an urbane person
who has an easy life, long lunches and well-
cut clothes!) 

This is hardly an environment con-
ducive to reflection upon the meaning of
life and our eternal destiny. And yet the
Lord can use such situations to bring peo-
ple to Him. As a Gideon, I was privileged
some years ago to offer a friend at work a
small Personal Worker’s Testament com-
prising the New Testament, Psalms and
Proverbs. Some two years later he told me
that this small book had changed his life
completely and that he had joined a church
and wanted a testament for his mother and
his son.  Yes, it’s OK for Christians to work
in the sharebroking industry!

Russell Lander is an investment analyst with
Dicksons, a Sydney stockbroker. He worships
in Wahroonga, Sydney. ap
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How it might happen: You are a
Presbyterian elder. In a session
meeting you learn your church
has been approached by a group

of non-Presbyterian Cantonese-speaking
Christians. They request use of the church
building and other facilities. They are pre-
pared to pay rent. 

What questions would you ask? What
advice would you give? On what basis
might you be prepared to answer yes?
Under what circumstances might you advo-
cate answering “No”? Welcome to an
increasingly familiar scenario in multicul-
tural Sydney. 

How it might happen: A few years ago
your church entered into a landlord-tenant
relationship with a Korean (Presbyterian)
church. The pastor requested use of the
church for a late morning service. But your
church was unwilling to make changes to
well-established patterns. The Koreans were
told only the main church hall was available. 

A combined service is held twice a year.

Your (Anglo-Celtic) minister preaches and
is directly translated into Korean. 

To develop a promising youth ministry

the session decided to use the main hall and

asked the Korean congregation to use the

second smaller hall instead. They are clearly

offended by this and are seeking to relocate

their church.

In evaluating this situation what ques-

tions would you ask? What lessons should

the host congregation learn from this expe-

rience? What basic principles (biblical or

other) should be observed by your church

to maintain a good relationship with the

Korean congregation?    The landlord-ten-

ant relationship has become a very common

model. Often the tenant congregation will

hope eventually to own its own land and

building. 

This model may lead to intimate rela-

tionships between the host and tenant con-

gregations and is worth considering.

However there are some important consid-

erations to bear in mind. 

There is a danger of complacency

towards cross-cultural ministry. Because a

particular non-English-speaking congrega-

tion is using church facilities Christians of

the host church may suppose they are

“doing their bit” for cross-cultural ministry

and fail to take cross-cultural ministry

opportunities sitting on their very doorstep. 

Another danger is that of increased aver-

sion to cross-cultural ministry. Usually the

host church has very little to do with the

user congregation. Typically, members of

the host congregation object to certain

practices of members of the user congrega-

tions. Unresolved petty complaints may

result in negative attitudes towards mem-

bers of the non-English-speaking congrega-

tion. This makes it harder to move the host

church into cross-cultural ministry at some

future opportune time.

The leaders of the respective churches
must meet together to pray and encourage
each other and to enable problems to be
dealt with while small. 

One lesson, then, is the need to avoid
impulsive action. When a non-English-
speaking Christian group requests use of
your church facilities your church needs to
do some very hard thinking about its total
approach to cross-cultural ministry.
Otherwise it runs the danger of painting
itself into a corner. 

But it can also use the opportunity cre-
atively to develop the commitment and
experience of members of the host congre-
gation in cross-cultural ministry. 

A written agreement is vital. It allows
both parties to face cultural differences at
the outset. This must be written in both lan-
guages and cover such things as:

• Shared doctrinal position of both
churches.

• Financial arrangements.

• Decisions concerning the selling and 
alteration of buildings.

• Responsibility for damaged property.

• Use of facilities and labour contribution,
such as cleaning and gardening.

• Meetings between the two pastors.

• Times for combined services, such as
Easter.

• Procedure for informing each other of
plans for major programs.

• Parking arrangements.

Is your church presently considering
entering into a Landlord-Tenant
Relationship? Find a church that has
adopted such a model and ask the following
questions:

What commitment to cross-cultural
ministry is there among church members?
What complaints or negative feelings (if
any) have developed? Do the leaders of the
two churches meet regularly and what do
they do? Does the host church have a clear
strategy for developing cross-cultural min-
istry? Has the host church used the model
as a springboard for other ministry initia-
tives? Was there a written agreement? If
not, what actual or potential problems can
you identify?

Mike Wilson is a Presbyterian minister in
Sydney. He holds a MTh in New Testament.
He is the coordinator for training in multi-
cultural ministry for Anglicare.          ap
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Cross-cultural ministry
Mike Wilson considers the landlord-tenant relationship.

Mike Wilson

Want a
Challenge?
---------------------------------------------------------------

Here is an opportunity to:
• Experience life in another culture.

• Gain an understanding of Islam.

• Work with these people.

Destination: South Africa

Approx. cost $A3,100. This includes

airfares and accommodation.

This is a great opportunity

to gain some experience

in cross-cultural ministry.

For further details:
Contact Action Partners on: 
02 9680 9077, 0418 384 003  
or Write to:

Executive Director
Action Partners
PO Box 6532
Baulkham Hills NSW 2153

---------------------------------------------------------------
Why not join us?  It will be an 

experience that you will 
never forget.



Cinema Watch

The Truman Show
Reviewed by Phil Campbell

It’s rare to be able to recommend a

new-release movie with absolutely no

reservations – but with The Truman

Show, I can. Here’s a movie that

probes some unusual territory, provokes

some deep adult-level thinking, and enter-

tains teens at the same time.

Jim Carrey stars as Truman Burbank,

the first child on the planet to be adopted

by a corporation. The corporation in ques-

tion is a production company, with an eye

on creating the ultimate television soap-

opera.  An unwitting Truman is the star,

right from Day 1. 

A whole town – indeed, Truman’s whole

world – is a huge and elaborate “sound-

stage”, enclosed in a sky-painted dome.

Thousands of well-disguised cameras cap-

ture Truman’s every waking moment; and

unknown to Truman, every interaction with

the cast around him has been carefully

scripted and planned beforehand. Naturally,

The Truman Show is the most popular TV
show on the planet!

For Truman, it’s an almost Edenic
lifestyle, cocooned from the realities of the
outside world – and yet he gradually
realises something is terribly wrong. As the
movie unfolds, we trace Truman’s desper-
ate bid for freedom from the confines of
the tiny world created by Christov, The
Truman Show’s director.

So what is this movie saying? Perhaps
it’s a dig at the voyeurism in all of us, that
delights in invading the private lives of
celebrities, presidents, and anyone else
careless enough to wander into the media
spotlight? Maybe.

Or is it a critique of the media that
makes it happen? Maybe it’s Australian
director Peter Weir’s way of saying, here’s
where we’re heading… feel the conse-
quences.

Carrey’s usual fare is slapstick humour –
often vulgar. In The Truman Show, there’s
none of that. This is a serious role, and a
vulnerable one, and Carrey’s performance
may well see him with a well-deserved
Academy Award.

Ultimately, this is a gentle and poignant
movie that will leave you feeling as if you’ve
just walked down the street with your zip-
per undone… and thinking, what if it was
me… and what if everything I ever said or
did was going to be laid bare? What if there
really was a Christov watching my every
move… what if my secrets were not really
secret at all?
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TV Watch

Keep in touch 
with the 
Australian psyche
The Panel
Reviewed by Phil Campbell

If you’re looking for a way to stay in
touch with contemporary
Australian culture, try catching The
Panel (Channel 10, Wednesdays,

9.30pm). With a roster of panelists
drawn largely from the cluster of ex-Late
Show/Full-Frontal comics like Rob
Sitch, Santo Cilauro and Glen Robbins,
the weekly current-affairs based chat is
guaranteed to provide a fair proportion
of laughs, along with a predictable
degree of smut.

If you’re prepared to trade that risk
for some insights into the late-20th cen-
tury Australian psyche, you’ll be well
rewarded. Politicians, sportsmen, musi-
cians, movie critics and a string of com-
mentators parade through the program
each week, talking through the issues
that make up the average Aussie agenda. 

It was The Panel, for example, that
broke the news that the National
Anthem can be sung to the theme tune
of Gilligans Island. More seriously, if
you caught the interview with rap-singer
Chuck B, you’ll know that rap and hip-
hop style music now rates as “almost a
religion” for disenfranchised Koori and
Asian minority groups. If we want to
understand our culture, we need to
know this stuff.

Panel members also pondered on the
fact that foul-mouthed South Park is the
highest rating show in the history of
SBS, while ABC shops have banned the
sale of South Park’s popular “Kick the
Baby” T-shirts. Ironically, in the next
breath the Panel chats about the fact that
states have passed uniform laws banning
parents from disciplining their kids with
anything more than a smack with an
open hand. 

Let’s think about that for a
moment… we Aussies can’t get enough
of South Park, we’d wear “Kick the
Baby” T Shirts if ABC shops would let
us buy them… so I guess it’s no wonder
they have to legislate for the safety of
our kids. In any case, The Panel is not a
show that pretends to offer answers –
but it does a darn good job of dishing up
the questions.

Video Watch

For Richer, For Poorer
Reviewed by Phil Campbell

As they celebrate their 10th wedding
anniversary, Brad and Carolyn Sexton
appear to have the perfect Calvin Klein
lifestyle – but scratch the surface, and it’s
not so perfect at all. Apart from the fact
that their marriage is on the rocks, Brad’s
accountant has fiddled the books and
landed the Sextons in deep water with the
all-powerful Internal Revenue Service.

Pursued by an over-zealous gun-toting
IRS agent, Brad and Carolyn take refuge
with a simple-living Amish group, and
slowly discover there’s more to life than
cash and fast cars.

There’s nothing particularly clever
about this simple morality tale. TV regu-
lars Tim Allen and Kirstie Alley cruise
through the roles of Brad and Carolyn
with scarcely a flicker of effort. Even so,
it’s kinda nice to see a movie where mar-
riage, family, and old fashioned godliness
triumph over crass yuppie commercial-
ism. No Oscars here, but a reasonable
evening of family viewing, with only occa-
sional bad language.

C U L T U R E - W A T C H



An American cattle rancher visited a

cattle station in outback Australia.

The rancher noticed that on the

cattle station there were not many

fences, and the cattle were left to roam rel-

atively freely. This intrigued him. He asked

one of the station hands why there were so

few fences. The station hand told him,

“Out here we dig bores”. He explained that

there was little need for fences when you

had a water supply: the cattle will not travel

out-of-range of the life-sustaining water

provided at the bore. 

This story can teach us something. As

young Christians it is more important to be

in a personal relationship with Jesus, than

setting up a list of do’s and don’ts as we

struggle to live in the world without com-

promise. 

It is critical that as Christians we have a

living relationship with Jesus. The Bible

tells us that Jesus is the vine, and that we are

the branches (John 15:5). If the branches

remain firmly attached to the vine they will

grow and bear fruit. The water is the one

source of life for those cattle in the out-

back; they don’t need pressure or gimmicks

to stick close to it. Likewise, Jesus is our

one and only source of life –– straying from

Him will only stunt our growth. 

When we become Christians we recog-

nise Christ as the Lord and Saviour. We

seek his forgiveness for the sins we have

committed and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

From there we begin the journey of

becoming more like Christ, reading from

His word the Bible, praying to Him, and

meeting other Christians. 

If Christianity to you is just another set

of rules in life –– like traffic laws or school

rules –– then you run a risk of jumping the

fence when life gets tough. You will spend

more time looking at the fences, and how

green the grass is on the other side, than

standing by the water that saves you and

sustains you, and drinking from it.

This is not to say that following certain

guidelines has no benefits. On the contrary,

having well-formed opinions and bound-

aries on different issues is a big help when

we are challenged about what we believe.

For example, it might be okay to have a

glass of wine for dinner, but to have more

than two at that meal might be leading you

into getting drunk. 

The difficulty arises when it is not as

simple as following a hard-and-fast rule.

Other factors can come into play and con-

fuse us. For example, the Christ-like thing

to do in certain circumstances may be not

to drink at all. If you’re with a friend who

has a problem with alcohol, is it more lov-

ing to have your drink because you know
your limits, or not drink in order to sup-
port your friend? The simple rules will not
always solve the problems in our sinful
world.  The real truth of the matter comes
in knowing Jesus personally: if we’re con-
cerned about our relationship with Christ,
we will want to be more Christ-like. The
way to do this is read His word, pray to
Him, and work it all out with His people. 

You need to know your Bible and the
character of your God –– not so that you
can get the prizes in youth group, but so
that you can find the godly path when you
face a difficult issue. This is putting your
faith into action. 

Being a Christian in a constantly chang-
ing world is very confusing if your faith is
not firmly rooted in the unchanging Word
of God. The first thing to recognise in
order to avoid confusion is that you need a
living relationship with Christ –– which
means it must be nurtured to grow.

This doesn’t mean that rules have no
place in our lives. Just because you know
the size of your balcony and where the edge
is it doesn’t mean that you don’t need the
railing. In the same way, the Bible gives us
clear rights and wrongs. These boundaries
are there to keep us safe from physical and
spiritual danger. 

One of the challenges that faces young
Christians is the tension between working
out your own boundaries from God’s
word, and respecting and learning from the
boundaries set down by your parents,
youth group leader or minister. We need to
listen to those around us –– especially those
with many years of experience –– and then
go back to the Bible.

Remember that in everything we do, we
must show Christ’s love for other people.
If we live under our parents’ roof, we
should play under their rules. This is not
always going to be easy, but we must ask
God to show us how to be like Christ in
that situation. When the Bible tells us to do
something, we should remember that this
is God’s word and His world: He loves us
and knows what is best for us. He placed
the well there in the first place, so that we
could live.

Where are you in your relationship with
God? Are you staying close to the life-giv-
ing well, or living far away on the bound-
aries? ap
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Well watered 
It’s not fences that keep Christians within bounds..

Murray Norman
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Needed: Christian soldiers

Your issue on sexuality has raised some
issues. Thank you for the variety of articles,
which all covered the subject you had cho-
sen and gave us encouragement as sexual
beings. Yet we were somewhat ill at ease. Is
sexuality the subject we should be devoting
our Presbyterian magazine to? 

The crucial question is, what is our atti-
tude to Scripture? Do we enjoy using it to
make our own position clear and correct as
far as the Christian ethos of our time is
concerned, or do we allow it to direct our
thinking and mould our lifestyle? 

Some intellectuals who seek to judge
Scripture appear to have fallen into the dan-
ger of becoming armchair participators, and
much of our so-called Bible study has
entered this category. It is not study to
show ourselves approved unto God, rightly
dividing the Word of Truth, but study to
show how we can prove our point and yet
not need to change our way of living. 

Our editor has mentioned his concern
for godly role models for our young people
to copy. Are we rising to this challenge?
The lifestyle of our world is one of com-
fort, we like the comforts of our own bed
and our armchairs but the world around us
has its militant activists spreading their
ungodly propaganda. A principle of action
for Christians is this: “Evil prevails when
good men do nothing.”  Comfort may have
to be cast aside and the whole armour of
God put on so that the spiritual warfare
needed to renounce error and present Jesus
Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life
will be entered into.

Needed: Christian soldiers ready to
serve on the front line of action.

John and Phyllis Mercer 
Queensland

Toppling the idol

Thank you for your excellent August edi-
tion on sexuality! I wish to express my
admiration and gratitude to all those who
contributed, men and women who bear
their sexuality with dignity and a full appre-

ciation of its rightful place as a gift and
expression of God for the fullness of love
within marriage. 

How refreshing to hear our leaders extol
this gift without overlooking the Giver and
with a saneness and naturalness that topples
the false idol that sex has become in our
culture. 

Congratulations on stepping out to pre-
sent a badly needed wholesome focus on
something with which we are all con-
fronted in our daily lives, whether we like it
or not! Such a sound presentation can only
bring healing to those who have been hurt
by neglect or abuse as it points to the
beauty of the Creator and the Love at the
heart of the universe. As a single woman I
don’t feel deprived of that Love. To read of
the healthy place of sex within marriage
only makes me feel more love for God and
more assured of His love as I know that all
is well in His world and it is only man with-
out God that has mucked up. 

I recommend to those who missed read-
ing the sexuality edition that you purchase
one to keep and use for a sound reference
on the subject from a Christian point of
view. 

P Kerr 
W.Leederville, Perth 

Counselling a distraction

Warwick Murphy has drawn the wrong
conclusion from moves to regulate or
licence counsellors. There is no need for
most churches to have licenced counsellors.

Rather this should remind us that our
ministry is fundamentally different to the
work of counsellors. Churches are called to
proclaim and apply God’s word, not pro-
vide therapeutic services. Counselling, as
therapy, is a growing distraction from our
calling.

This does not mean that counselling is
wrong. Each church should be aware of
competent (licenced?) counsellors who can
help people with specific problems. At least
some of these should operate from a specif-
ically Christian viewpoint. 

Corporations are learning to focus on
“core business”, so should we. Let’s “out-
source” therapeutic counselling.

John McClean, 
Cowra, NSW

The next generation

As the wife of a former minister of the
Presbyterian Church at the time of Church
Union, I am delighted to see so many of the
young men who went into the Presbyterian
ministry now playing important roles in the
life of the denomination. At the time, many
of us were concerned about the direction of

our denomination. But God has been very
good to us. It really heartens me to see min-
isters like Bruce Christian, Paul Cooper,
David Burke, Richard Quadrio, Stuart
Coulton, Richard O’Brien, Grant Thorp
and Ian Smith to name just a few, who are
so faithful to the Gospel and bearing such a
clear witness to Christ. It gives an older
person like me much encouragement for
the future. I am very grateful to God.

Marjorie Petrie, 
Burwood, NSW

Dramatic approach

Neil Cadman (AP, September), in ques-
tioning the use of drama in church services,
makes recourse to Hebrews 12:28-29 ––
“let us be thankful and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe for our
God is a consuming fire.” 

These verses often are used in defence of
a sombre and heavily regulated style of
church service. However, that is to take
them out of context. 

Hebrews 12:28-29 has little to do with
our Sunday services and everything to do
with worship as a lifestyle (see also Romans
12:1-2). It’s a shame that those who added
chapter and verse divided Hebrews 12:28-
39 from Hebrews 13.1ff. Hebrews 13 is an
exposition of Hebrews 12:28-29. 

Worship, in this context, is “loving each
other as brothers”, “entertaining
strangers”, “honouring marriage” etc. 

It is Acts 2:42, not Hebrews 12:28-29,
which determines what we do in church. If
drama can be tastefully used to illustrate the
“apostles teaching” (not replace it) then it
seems to me it may have a place in our ser-
vices like any other visual aid. 

Pastor Bob Burnett 
Woombye, Qld

Wash their mouths out
One of the worst things about television

‘soapies’ is how rude the characters are to
each other. They are sarcastic. They shout
at each other. I think I can detect a change
in how ordinary Australian people talk to
each other these days. We’re getting more
sarcastic and we shout at each other more.
Plus we’re seeing too much so-called ‘rage’
on the roads. Is it a bit rough censoring
shows just because the characters are rude?
If it’s having an effect on us, especially on
young people, something has to be done.
No use asking the industry to abide by a
voluntary, self-administered ‘code-of-con-
duct’. That never works. No, it will have to
be straight-out censorship. 

A.H. Jago 
Mildura, Vic

ap
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Puritan Profiles 
By William Barker 

Christian Focus Publications, 1996

Reviewed by E.S. Leahy

This book by the vice-president for acade-
mic affairs and professor of church history
at Westminster Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia contains brief historical
sketches of 54 influential Puritans at the
time when the Westminster Confession of
Faith was written. They are grouped into
several categories: Officers of the
Assembly; Episcopalians; independents;
Scots; noted preachers; notable scholars;
London clergy; New Englanders and other
famous contemporary Puritans.

There is a useful time-line and helpful
introduction. Barker stresses the signifi-
cance and tremendous influence of the
Westminster documents. He quotes John
Leith who wrote that “the Confession was
not only the conclusion of 125 years of
Protestant theology; it was also in a real
sense, along with other 17th century state-
ments of the faith, the conclusion of 16 cen-
turies of theological work”.

The Westminster Confession with some
modifications was adopted as the Savoy
Declaration of the English Congregational
churches, by the London Baptists in 1677
and in America by Congregationalists in
1648 and by Baptists in 1742.

Barker reminds us that although the
members of the assembly, which met from

1 July 1643 to 22 February 1649, were all
Calvinists, there were differing emphases
and different views of church government
and this gave rise to considerable debate, as
did the issue of Erastianism which held that
the civil government had the right “to exer-
cise jurisdiction over all matters, whether
civil or ecclesiastical, and to punish all
offences, even the church’s excommunica-
tion being subject to civil approval”. This
view was rejected by the assembly which,
like John Calvin, insisted that the church
had “the prerogative... in administering the
keys bestowed by Christ, to determine who
could come to the Lord’s Supper and enjoy
the fellowship of the church and who could
be excluded for reasons of scandal or
heresy.”

The Westminster Assembly of Divines
consisted of 121 English Puritan ministers,
six Scottish commissioners and 30 laymen,
10 from the House of Lords and 20 from
the House of Commons.

To make a selection of 54 of the most
influential members of this assembly is no
mean task, and our author has succeeded
admirably. Glancing at the contents page
one sees such names as James Ussher,
Thomas Goodwin, Alexander Henderson,
Samuel Rutherford, Robert Baillie, George
Gillespie, Joseph Caryl, Richard Baxter,
John Bunyan –– not all members of the
assembly, but all either influencing it from
without, as in the case of Archbishop
Ussher, or influenced by it, like John
Bunyan.

Ussher was invited to attend the assem-
bly, “a remarkable action since Ussher... had
not only declined his original appointment
to the assembly in June 1643, but he had
boldly preached against the legality of the
assembly because it lacked the King’s
approval”.

However the Irish Articles drafted by
the Archbishop of Armagh for the Anglican
Church in Ireland served as a model for
much of the Westminster Confession.

The famous contemporary Puritans
listed in addition to Richard Baxter are John
Owen, John Milton and John Bunyan. One
of the noted preachers listed is Joseph
Caryl, famous for his commentary on the
book of Job, which first appeared in 12 vol-
umes, quarto sized, published between 1644
and 1666. Caryl taught through the book of
Job for the better part of three decades ––
no wonder his work was so rich and so pro-
found.

Not only does this book put the
Westminster Assembly and its work in his-
torical perspective, but also it shows the
variety of personalities involved, men from
different walks of life, with different back-
grounds, ages and temperaments. “In the
providence of God an amazing and fascinat-
ing group of men, supported no doubt by
some amazing and fascinating women of

whom we get only glimpses, were brought
together to produce materials that have
been of great usefulness to the church of
Jesus Christ, documents that are far better
known than the individuals who produced
them.”

The value of this book is that it intro-
duces us to the leaders of that distinguished
body of godly and talented men and does so
by way of concise historical sketches and
cameos. Shaded insets provide additional
biographical, historical and theological
information. One of these is entitled
Resolutioners and Protesters. 

There was a division of opinion among
the Scottish Commissioners following the
defeat of the Scottish army by Oliver
Cromwell at Dunbar. There were those
who supported the raising of an army
behind Charles II and they were known as
“Resolutioners”. Others, including Samuel
Rutherford, supported a Remonstrance
which objected to the admission of Charles
11 to the Covenants and they were known
as “Protesters”. 

The Resolutioners regarded the
Protesters as treasonable and the Protesters
regarded the Resolutioners as naive in
admitting Charles to the Covenants. They
feared a return to Episcopacy. In the long
run the Protesters were proved right when
the Act Recissory of Charles (1661) undid
all acts of the Long Parliament, including
the work of the Westminster Assembly.

Barker notes that there is a certain irony
about the influence of the Westminster
Assembly. “Half a dozen Scottish delegates
come south to London for more that four
years to get a group averaging from 60 to 80
(the average attendance) Englishmen to
produce a Confession of Faith, two cate-
chisms, a Directory for Worship and a Form
of Government which became standard for
the Kirk of Scotland, and for
Presbyterianism wherever English-speaking
Christians take them round the world, but
which have only a very momentary influ-
ence in England itself.”

Of the 54 lives profiled in this book, it is
the English Presbyterians described in chap-
ters 2, 7, 8 and 9 who are probably least
known and yet did most of the work to pro-
duce the Westminster Standards that have
had such a profound effect elsewhere,
Barker says. 

This book is well written, well produced
and well worth having. It is the author’s
hope “that an acquaintance with the individ-
uals will stimulate an even greater knowl-
edge of the documents they produced and
of the Scriptures and the great Author to
which they point”. “In giving thanks for
them,” he writes, “may we glorify and enjoy
their God and ours.” Amen.

Reprinted with permission from the Reformed
Theological Review ap
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Whenever we think of the Judgment
Day we tend to think of sin, all sin, every
sin, being exposed for condemnation. If
this were so, we as Christians would find
ourselves, along with everyone else,
answering to the Great Judge with a plea of
“Guilty, as charged!” 

Worst of all, even before those words are
uttered, there is the revelation to the entire
universe of those shameful and embarrass-
ing things we did or failed to do; many,
until then, known only to God, ourselves
and perhaps few if any others. Is this really
so for the saints?

What has God revealed concerning the
saints and their sin on the Judgment Day? 

Well, firstly we can’t deny what we read
in Scripture that “we shall all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ” (2 Cor, 5:10).
However, the Scriptures also teach that the
nature of the assessment of each person
before the “bar of Heaven” will vary. 

In Matthew 25, as in most of the para-
bles on the Judgment, our Lord divides
“the nations” into two groups. These He
pictures as the sheep and the goats
(vs.32,33). To the sheep He speaks with
commendation and invites them to receive
their eternal reward (vs.34, 35); to the goats
He speaks with condemnation and assigns
them to their eternal punishment (v.41).
Here as elsewhere our Lord is silent as to
our past sin as His sheep. 

So too the Apostle Paul tells us in
Romans 2:16 that there is to be a judging of
the secrets of men, but only in terms of that
division of the truly faithful from the hyp-
ocrite. Earlier in Romans 2:5-10 he said that
God shall “render to every man according
to his deeds: to those who by perseverance
in doing good seek glory and honour and
immortality –– eternal life ... While there
will be “tribulation and distress for every
soul of man who does evil...” Once again
there is no reference to sin or shame for the
saint.

Yes, there’s a judgment, and “deeds
whether good or evil” are its subject, but
curiously the saints’ sin is never specifically
mentioned; and for good reason. 

In Jeremiah 31:34 God makes a promise
which is one of the terms of His new

covenant with the future house of Israel.
He said, “I will forgive their iniquity and
their sin I will remember no more.” In
Christ God forgives and “remembers no
more” our sin. We too are called to forgive
others “from the heart” in a similar way for
wronging us. Is not one of the marks of
true forgiveness that of never raising the
matter again? 

So then, if God promises to forgive sin
and “remember it no more” (and God can-
not lie), and if He expects us to do the
same, how can it be part of the proceedings
of His court that Day? 

Lastly, consider this: that most cher-
ished of Protestant doctrines –– justifica-
tion by faith –– supports this truth.
Romans 8:1 sums up its implications by
stating that “There is therefore no condem-
nation for those in Christ Jesus...” and
again that “those ... whom He called, He
also justified ... Who will bring a charge
against God’s elect? God is the One who
justifies, who is the one who condemns?” 

Now let’s illustrate this from the work-
ings of our own human legal system. If we
break the law and are fined, but then refuse

to pay, we still have a case to answer. But if

the fine is paid for us, then, though we’re

no less guilty, there’s no further case to

answer; no court to front.

Similarly, if our confessed sin is truly

atoned for by Christ’s death, as John in his

first epistle clearly tells us (1:7-9), then

surely here too we have no further case to

answer regarding our sin. 

But someone may well ask, is there no

answering for their sin at all by the saints?

And again, for what shall the saints be

judged on the great Day if not for sin? The

answers to these questions must wait for

some future consideration.

But for now, we surely can see the

blessedness and glory revealed in Jude’s

benediction (v.24) which says: “Now unto

Him who is able to keep you from falling

and present you faultless before the pres-

ence of His glory with exceeding joy...”

Our joy will be exceedingly great because

we will stand by faith clothed in the right-

eousness of Christ. We will have been

redeemed, sanctified and finally glorified

through His blood and by His Spirit. 

Far from living with the prospect of fac-

ing the shame and condemnation of the

ungodly, we who have believed can now

know “that when He appears we may be

confident and unashamed before Him at

his coming” (1 John 2:28). To God be the

Glory! 

Martin Duffield is minister of Wavell

Heights Presbyterian Church in Brisbane

and a contributor to Walk With The Lord

daily Bible study notes. ap
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In spite of being almost totally incapac-
itated by motor neurone syndrome,
Stephen Hawking is one of the world’s
most brilliant scientists and the mod-

ern successor to Isaac Newton or Albert
Einstein. In fact, he now occupies the same
position at Cambridge University that
Newton occupied between 1669 and 1701. 

Hawking is interested, as Newton and
Einstein were, in the universe and how it
began. He is the author of one of the scien-
tific best-sellers of recent times - A Brief
History of Time - in which he describes
some of his work. Hawking is not a
Christian, but he does believe that the
world was created by an intelligent being
which he calls “God”. What is it that leads
him to this conclusion?

Hawking, in his investigation of the
conditions at the beginning of the history
of the universe, argues that, if these condi-
tions had been even the slightest bit differ-
ent, people like us would not have devel-
oped. He therefore argues that “it would be
very difficult to explain why the universe
should have begun in just this way, except
as the act of a God who intended to create
beings like us”. The often-quoted final sen-
tences of Hawking’s book reflect some-
thing of his optimism about what science
can do for us:

If we should discover a complete theory
... we shall ... be able to take part in the dis-
cussion of the question of why it is that we
and the Universe exist. If we find the
answer to that it will be the ultimate tri-
umph of human reason - for then we
should know the mind of God.

Paul Davies took up this quest for ulti-
mate meaning through science a few years
later in his book, The Mind of God, the title
of which acknowledges its indebtedness to
Hawking, although at the end of his search
he finds a mystery, which he admits science
cannot penetrate.

Hawking’s argument for God’s exis-

tence is very much like the argument from

design to which medieval theologians

appealed. Archdeacon William Paley, at the

beginning of the 19th century, published a

book called Natural Theology: or Evidences

of the Existence and Attributes of the Deity,

collected from the Appearances of Nature, in

which he sought to show that the world

which God created contained clear indica-

tions of the nature of its Creator. However

Paley, while a believer in the revelation

which Scripture provides, at the same time

adopted the view that, quite apart from

Scripture, his Natural Theology could pro-

vide a basis for faith in a Creator.

It is a step to have it proved that there

must be something in the world more than

what we see. It is a further step to know

that, amongst the invisible things of nature,

there must be an intelligent mind, con-

cerned in its production, order, and sup-

port. These points being assured to us by

Natural Theology, we may well leave to

Revelation the disclosure of many particu-

lars.

While Scripture does tell us that “the

heavens declare the glory of God; the skies

proclaim the works of his hands” (Ps.19:1),

these words are the exultant declaration of

a person who had acknowledged himself to

be a sinner and who had experienced God’s

grace in his life; a man who had learnt about

God not simply through a study of the

heavens as an astronomer but as part of the

community of people to whom God was

revealing himself in a more personal way.

Paul, on the other hand, draws attention to

the effect which sin has on the way we see

the world. He affirms with David that,

from the beginning, God’s nature is clearly

displayed in the world he has made

(Rom.1:20), However but that, instead of
this directing attention to God, people
exchange the truth of God for a lie and

worship and serve created things rather
than the Creator.

The Christian does not base his or her
faith on conclusions drawn only from a
study of the world, although this might be
the beginning of a person’s journey

towards faith. The picture of God which
emerges solely (legitimately or illegiti-
mately) from a study of nature is that of an
impersonal being or force with little if any
personal concern with the lives of individ-
ual human beings and with little interest in

how we behave. On the other hand, the
God we see in Jesus is someone who is far

more interested in us and in our relation-
ship with him - someone who considered
our existence so important and our lives so

valuable that he took upon himself our

form and lived for 33 years as one of us. His

death as a human being was to be the means
by which we can be put right with God and
his resurrection confirmed those claims he

made about himself while on earth.

The Bible does indeed affirm over and
over again that this God, who expressed
himself through Jesus, also expresses him-

self through this world which he created

and continues to maintain. Scientists who

are also Christians see the mind and hand

of God in the universe, but these are the
mind and hand of a God with whom they

have a close and loving relationship

through Jesus. 

Dr Colin Gauld is director of the Board
of Studies in Professional Studies at the
University of New South Wales, Sydney. He
is session clerk at Randwick Presbyterian
Church where he worships with his wife
Hazel and daughter Jenny. ap

Uncovering God 
Even Stephen Hawking admits a microscope cannot reveal ultimate meaning.
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