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prayer
JANUARY
21 Rokeby HMS (home mission station), Tas. 27 Communicants 15
Children and youth, 2 Elders; David
Mitchell.
22 Residents and staff of church aged
accommodation.
23 Manly HMS Qld. 95 Communicants,
65 Children and youth, 6 Elders; Des
Gallagher.
24 Presbyterian Youth in NSW - Karen
Astles, Vanessa Stuckings.
25 Joan Campbell (Vic.) encouraging
missionary vision, Indonesia.
26 Presbytery of Penola SA 4 par
(parishes), totalling 12 congregations
(congregations) with attendance of
280; Philip Daffy, clerk.
27 Millmerran HMS, Qld. 33
Communicants, 63 Children and
youth, 7 Elders; D. Ashman
28 That Moslems may accept God’s
Revelation in Jesus.
29 Bega-Eden par. NSW, 40
Communicants, 10 Children and
youth, 6 Elders; vacant
30 Festival SA with Franklin Graham
this weekend Adelaide.
31 Your minister/preacher, family man,
pastor, leader.

FEBRUARY
1 Philippa Crossan, Europe Christian
Mission Bookshop, Sydney.
2 Filling of parish vacancies in your
vicinity.
3 All members of Parliament, and
Parliamentary Christian Fellowships.
4 Bible college students and staff in all
states.
5 Presbytery of Darling Downs Qld.
11 par., 6 HMS, Total 54 congregations with attendance 1400, 1 retired
minister, 1 deacon; R G Williams,
clerk.
6 Festival WA with Franklin Graham
this weekend, Perth.
7 Warrnambool Parish, Vic. 550
Communicants, 60 Children and
youth, 40 Elders; Ivan Barker.
8 Theological College Committee,

V A
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meeting in Sydney, A Harman, convener.
9 Sunshine Parish, Vic; 50
Communicants, 15 Children and
youth, 4 Elders; vacant.
10 Church hospital visitors and chaplains.
11Fremantle Parish WA. 60
Communicants, 10 Children and
youth, 3 Elders; Jim Nocher and
Chinese Parish 18 congregation: 5
Communicants, 50 Children and
youth, Samuel Huang.
12 Caringbah Parish NSW. 145
Communicants, 45 Children and
youth, 15 Elders; Graham Flick and
H. Burke.
13 Fayek Iskander, ethnic work,
Liverpool NSW.
14 Bible Society raising funds for
Sydney 2000 Olympics witness.
15 Ricky and Kaylene Manton, aboriginal work, Western Sydney.
16 Beecroft Parish NSW, 290
Communicants, 25 Children and
youth, 22 Elders; vacant.
17 Presbytery of New England. 5 par., 1
hms., Total 22 congregation., attending 800, Stewart Andrews, clerk.
18 Christian work in Angola - 12 million, 60% R.C., 2o% Protestant.
19 Andrew and Marilyn Schache, Qld.
Property and literacy work, PNG
20 Sydney Chinese Parish. NSW. 800
Communicants, 400 Children and
youth, 15 Elders; Joe Mock, Ho
Fong, Dennis Law, John Ting,
Cheong Tang, Alex Cheung.
21 Upper Hunter Parish (Muswellbrook
and Scone) NSW, 65 Communicants,
35 Children and youth, 7 Elders;
David Seaman.
22 Vision at annual Congregational
meetings.
23 Your Sunday School and children’s
work.
24 Effective witness to “New Age”
Followers.
25 Miles parish, Qld. 75 Communicants,
3 Children and youth, 10 Elders;
Bruce Harrison
26 Fairholme College, Toowoomba Qld
700 pupils, J S Klan, R Jessup.
27 Presbytery of Melbourne West: 6
Parish., 5hms., total 12 congregation.
With attending 590; Peter Phillips,
Clerk.
28 Church Social Service departments:
Qld, NSW, Vic.

MARCH
1 A deep work of the Spirit at all com-
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munion services.
2 More candidates for Christian service
(Matt.9:38).
3 Carisbrook-Smeaton-Maryborough
Parish Vic. 55 Communicants, 6
Elders; vacant.
4 Clerks of GAA (Paul Logan) and
state assemblies.
5 Nambour Parish, Qld (3congregations), 100 Communicants, 15
Children and youth, 5 Elders; John
Abbas.
6 Christian work in Benin Africa - 6
million, 55% tribal religions
7 Daylesford-Castlemaine Parish Vic.
55 Communicants, 13 Children and
youth, 6 Elders; vacant.
8 Presbytery of Sydney North 20
Parishes, total 25 congregations.
Attending 1690, 10 retired ministers,
1 deacon; Peter Boase, clerk.
9 Derek & Joy Bound, Qld teaching,
Action partners, Sudan.
10 Coonabarabran Parish NSW (8congregations), 100 Communicants, 25
Children and youth,11e; Russell
Vandervelden.
11 Graham & Caroline Sharp, NSW
engineering MAF.
12 Bible Society in Sri Lanka - Sinhala
and Tamil translations
13 Surrey Hills Parish, Vic. 190
Communicants, 40 Children and
youth, 12; David Innes.
14 Christian work in Brazil - 165 million, 68% R.C. 22% Protestant.
15 The ministry of clergy with couples
getting married.
16 Christian work in Bulgaria - 9 million, 67% Orthodox.
17 A peaceful solution to the problems
in Ireland.
18 Port Macquarie Pa rish NSW 165
Communicants, 12 Children and
youth, 10 Elders; vacant.
19 Presbytery of Benalla Vic. 7 Par.,
2hms., total 23 congregations attending 530, 2 retired ministers, 1 chaplain; Barrie Baker, clerk.
20 short wave Christian Broadcasting
(FEBC, TWR, etc).

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER POINTS:
Please send your requests to Rev John
Campbell, 53 Bristol Tce, Oakden SA
5086,
Phone: (08) 261 3045
ap
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Robert Benn

On the Move again

R

obert Humphreys has been our
national journal editor now for
about seven years. He took over
the position of editor when the
magazine was in a parlous state, and he has
produced it attractively and well, and
always on time.
He has done so with great ingenuity
despite facing drastically reduced budgets
and cost-cutting measures. It is a tribute to
him that he has succeeded where many others would have given up in despair.
Last September, he announced his intention to resign in 1998, and since then the
National Journal Committee has been concerned to ensure that our subscribers
receive high-quality Christian reading that
is interesting and profitable.
Thank you Robert for bearing the heat
and burden of the day, and serving us as you
have.
Now the clock is ticking over, and
before long Robert will hand over the
baton. To whom?
The National Journal Committee met in

November to consider the direction we
want to take in the production of our journal, and decided:
• To establish a new editorial policy in
which a managing editor will continue to
take the main role in producing the journal,
but with hands-on help from an editorial
team from several states. This team will
work with the managing editor in planning,
commissioning articles and writers, advising the managing editor about submitted
articles, and actively gathering state news
and promoting the journal at a state level
• To reaffirm the priorities of the journal - to deal with matters of personal faith,
instruction in the Scriptures, the urgency of
mission and evangelism, the practice of
godliness, our reformed heritage) a
Christian world-view, news and the resentation of our Church in a positive light to
the watching world.
• To seek expressions of interest for the
position of managing editor.
This country has a plethora of specific
niche-market magazines, contesting an

extremely competitive market. In the
church too many state and national
newsletters, tabloids and newspapers are in
circulation. At the local level most of us
have home computers and many want to
give publishing a go.
We believe in the Church’s national
journal because it plays an important role in
defining our common priorities and goals,
and because it builds unity in the denomination. Our commitment is to strengthen
the Church by helping Christians to better
understand and obey the Saviour. Our aim
is to minister to people’s spiritual needs and
better prepare them to make the Gospel
attractive to the world in which we are
called to present Christ.
We appreciate your enthusiastic support, and we especially look forward to
your new subscription. You won’t want to
miss any of our upcoming issues!
Robert Benn
NJC Convener

ap
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Ten Commandments
for parents

Graham Watson advises on how to help your children get the most from school.

O

ne question that often goes
through a parent’s (or
guardian’s) mind is: How can I
bring out the best in my son;
what can I do to help him succeed at
school? Actually, from many years of
observing the influences parents have on
their children, I believe there are lots of
things that you can do to support Johnny
in the years of his schooling.
Notice I say schooling, not education.
Education is a much bigger question,
involving more than a school can hope to
deal with across the years of a young person’s growth and development. Apart
from your primary role as parent and the
role of the school in assisting you, other
influences play a significant part in the
education of Johnny. Relatives, friends and
neighbours, your church family, his
Sunday school teacher, television, his peer
group, writers of books and magazines, the
internet and the Saturday team coach, to
name a few.
In remembering that school is only one
of the influences in his growth and development, it’s important to understand the
limited role a school can and should have.
Do some reading and talking with friends
on the topic; find out what the school says
it will set out to do with the batch of
youngsters that includes your child. What
does it undertake to do? What does the
school judge to be success for each child?
What part does it see for parents to play?
And, how will the school help you do this?
Remember also that schools, like any
other institution, are not perfect places and
that the people who work and learn in
them have the same kinds of human frailties that we experience as parents. So it will
not be realistic to teach Johnny to expect
things to be plain sailing all the time, in the
playground, in the classroom, on the playing field or at a classmate’s party. And it
will be realistic to teach him that there are
always problems to solve and others who
must be considered. How you teach
Johnny to deal with life’s challenges in an
imperfect world is important preparation
for schooling and for life.
Here are some practical ways you can

assist Johnny so that he can get the best
out of his time at school.
First, the ordinary things do count. A
good diet, plenty of sleep and exercise and
a settled and ordered routine at home will
enable him to do as well as he can. We all
need and thrive on understanding, encouragement and the interest shown by others,
and Johnny will thrive too, especially when
you combine these with realistic expectations about what he can achieve at his age.
Second, establish and enforce reasonable rules of discipline for Johnny, giving
him a knowledge of right behaviour and a

sense of simple courtesy and good manners. Be sure to demonstrate these through
your own example. Also, teach Johnny the
difference between getting what he wants
and getting what he needs. His needs
should be satisfied willingly and generously but unnecessary wants should be turned
down with the reasons clearly and simply
given.
Third, teach Johnny the importance of
being helpful to others. Children who have
learnt to do tasks at home - “family jobs”,
preferably not tied to pocket money already know about carrying out responsibilities, being a part of a team effort, contributing to the welfare of others and fac-
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ing up to the consequences of actions or
inactions. So no matter what age Johnny is,
set up some sensible and manageable tasks
that he has to carry out on a regular basis
for the family. This will have benefits in
self-discipline beyond his schooling.
Fourth, learn to talk to him about
school in terms other than, “What did you
learn at school today?” Doing this will help
to establish good communication. Try:
“Tell me about just one thing you did
today” or, “Was there something you did
today that you really enjoyed?” “Was there
something you found difficult?”
Fifth, help Johnny to become selforganised. This is a great benefit from the
earliest age, and essential eventually.
Dressing in the morning, packing and carrying his own bag and ensuring that all the
major items are first in place - lunch,
homework, library bag, etc, is the goal
here. At first, depending on his age, you
will need to assist, but do not be slow to
find a way of commending and perpetuating each newly learnt skill of self-organisation.
Self-organisation is what schools call a
“process”; something that will go with
Johnny across life. There are many other
“process” things that will be a part of the
big picture you and the school should
envisage for him. Things like thinking well
for himself and being able to assert and
stand by a view, being able and willing to
listen to and think about the views of others, asking questions and knowing where
to seek information, communicating with
others, seeing the funny side of things,
working in a team and getting along with
others, being positive when faced with a
challenge. It’s these process things that
parents can help with all the time without
having something written in the homework book!
Sixth, prevent indiscriminate television
viewing and computer access. A heavy diet
of television, videos and the computer is
not good news for Johnny. To ban television and the computer altogether is to
avoid the parental opportunity to teach
him to recognise quality from rubbish and
to monitor his own activity by the use of

the program guide and the television or
computer switch. Establish some simple
family rules and stick to them. Spend time
watching television or computing with
Johnny. How else will he learn what to
avoid and why?
Seventh, include Johnny in as many of
your activities as possible where you can
talk together. But don’t baby talk or “talk
down” to him. What is good news for
Johnny is plenty of conversation, interest
in his experiences and sharing in reading,
ideas, tasks around the home and outings.
All of these provide opportunities for him
to think, to respond, to express how he
feels and why, to participate with you in
solving “real” problems and to learn how
to participate in the give and take of relationships.
Eighth, take a realistic and sensible
approach to his homework. Unfortunately
it can be a battle ground in some homes. To
avoid this happening, don’t expect too
much that is formal in the early years of
schooling; and don’t compare him with the
rose-tinted glasses memory of your own
homework efforts (You didn’t really know
the 8x table and how to spell accommodation in third class), or with his younger sister who already colours in and cuts out so
beautifully!
Get a copy of the school’s policy on
homework which should tell you about
time and type and how much you should
assist. A good general rule is: encourage,
provide a place (the kitchen table is fine for
youngsters), help clarify the tasks and
expect that problems or non-completion
will be followed up at school. If you have
problems with Johnny’s homework, then

At

PLC

speak with the teacher; but do it sooner
rather than later.
It’s vital that you keep up with what’s
happening at school. Communication
from and with the school is a key element
in assisting you to be a good parent. Look
for (sometimes under that uneaten sandwich, or saturated almost beyond reading
by the leaky drink bottle!) and read
newsletters and class notes and attend as
many information nights and parents’
meetings as you can. Importantly, do not
wait for Johnny to have a problem before
you contact the school. There will be plenty of opportunities for you to write or telephone your commendation or thanks, and
you will have a big impact for good every
time you do.
Ninth, expect that problems will arise
from time to time. Some of them can and
should be tackled by your son with
encouragement and suggestions from you.
Others will require your intervention.
However, how you go about it is important. I have not seen very many problems
solved “at the front gate”. Nor have I seen
many good results when Johnny has to
bear the weight of adult criticism of his
teacher or school. There are some things
you should not expect to discuss and solve
in Johnny’s presence. An appointment
with the teacher or other appropriate person is always a good way to begin to sort
out an issue or difficulty.
Tenth, recognise that God has made
Johnny a unique individual, one lovingly
created with his own special gifts and character (Psalm 139:13-16) and that you have
been entrusted with his care and nurture.
One of the greatest traps for the unwary

parent is that of trying to re-live your own
school experiences through your child’s
life. This time you will get it right, you will
do better, get the highest mark, sum up
powerfully in the debate, learn that musical
instrument, score the winning goal. I have
never seen it work this way. The pressure
builds, the expectations cannot be met and
the damage is so easily done.
Look for and recognise the unique
attributes, skills and potentials that Johnny
has and be prepared to encourage and nurture these so that he can use them fully to
know, enjoy and serve God and others.
Graeme Watson is headmaster of the Scots
College Preparatory School in Sydney.
ap

our tradition of
excellence is more
than academic

Since 1875, students at Presbyterian Ladies’ College have
enjoyed outstanding educational opportunities in a context of
Christian teaching and values. In academic pursuits, music,
art, drama and sport, our students consistently attain high
standards because each girl is given the support and
encouragement she needs to develop her individual talents
and achieve her personal best.
We offer boarding for girls in Years 7-12 and a choice of
VCE or IB courses in Years 11 and 12. Come and see
why we have led the field in girls’ education for 123
years.
Enquiries to: The Registrar, Mrs Angela Hurley.
Email: ahurley@plc.vic.edu.au

Presbyterian Ladies’ College

123 years of
Quality Education

141 Burwood Highway, Burwood 3125
Phone (03) 9808 5811 Fax (03) 9808 5998
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Teaching in and for the
Kingdom
What distinguishes a Christian teacher - and a Christian education? Colin Gauld explains.

W

e often think of school as a
place where we gain knowledge. For example, students
learn things which they can
write down in answer to questions in examinations or they learn abilities which allow
them to carry out tasks or produce things.
These knowledge and skills are often seen as
important so they can enter a suitable career.
But such an aim is too limited.
Nicholas Wolterstorff, a Christian educator from the USA, believes that one of the
most important aims of education should be
to develop people who act responsibly. For
Christians this responsibility is threefold:
towards God, towards other people, and
towards the world.
To achieve such an aim a number of outcomes are necessary. To act responsibly students need to develop knowledge - to learn
those things that are true about God, people, and the world. They also need to develop abilities - those things that will enable
them to do what is required if they are to act
responsibly.
However, these are not enough. It is possible for students to know a great deal and
to be able to do skillfully many things but
never to use this knowledge or these abilities. It is also possible for such people to use
these things for evil purposes. A person
with great management skills could use
these to run very well a charitable organisation or a criminal gang.
To act responsibly, a third outcome,
which Wolterstorff calls “tendencies” or
“dispositions”, is necessary. These are related to the things people value, and so provide
the driving force for them to use their
knowledge and abilities for right or wrong
purposes.
Tendency learning is related to the development of character and this is one of the
most difficult areas of education. In many
schools it is neglected because the outcomes
are difficult to assess. It is also neglected
because the pluralistic nature of our society
has led some people to believe that it is not
possible to identify tendencies which will
not offend someone.
One approach advocated by Christian

educators is that of character formation.
This is best carried out through modelling
by the teachers and the school community.
Those values which are identified as most
important are shown in how the teacher
behaves and should also be discussed in the
classroom. Even if tendency learning is not
explicitly taught in a school, students will
inevitably learn tendencies by how the
teachers act.

A

nother concern for Christian teachers is
what they see as their main function. For
some, it will be building up God’s people.
They will generally be teaching students
who already live in a community which values what the Bible says about what is important. They will see themselves as servants of
God’s people, equipping them to know the
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truth about God’s world, to be able to do
what is necessary to honour him, and to
possess the tendency to glorify God in all
that they do.
For others the focus will be in helping
people who are not Christians to know
Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Such teachers will
be involved in teaching people who do not
know much about the Bible, and who do
not value those knowledge, abilities and tendencies that Christians value. Certainly
many of these students or their parents will
not have as any sort of priority to glorify
God.
This is not to say that these emphases are
in any way exclusive. A teacher who teaches
God’s people will also be concerned to communicate the gospel to those who do not
know it. The teacher whose main focus is

The principal
mission

evangelism will also be concerned to nurture Christian students in the class.

T

here are several types of school to send
children to or teach in. One of the most
rapidly growing areas is that of the
Christian school in which a great deal of
control is invested in the parents. For many
this is seen as an expression of the body of
Christ concerned primarily with the nurture of Christian children.
For teachers who see their role in building up Christians this type of school is an
excellent context in which to use their
teaching gifts. However, one of the dangers
is that the school could isolate children
(and their teachers) so that students do not
learn a great deal about the world in which
they will eventually live and work. This is
not an inevitable problem but one of which
such schools and their teachers and parents
should be aware. However, if all Christian
teachers saw their calling only fulfilled in
Christian schools the mission field of the
non-Christian school would be left largely
to the mercy of the world.
The fact that education in government
schools must be secular - that is, by law,
particular religious positions must not be
promoted by government-employed
teachers - is, for many Christian parents
and teachers, a problem. However, Brian
Hill, an Australian Christian educator,
believes it is important for Christian teachers to serve in government schools. He
provides helpful advice for the way they
can carry out their task in these circumstances.
The first priority for a Christian teacher,
he suggests, should be to centre his or her
life on Christ - to obey Jesus’ command to
“come” before he or she obeys His commend to “go”. Hill then suggests that the
Christian teachers should be conscientious
and good colleagues and friends to those
with whom they teach.
He also points out the importance of
identifying with other Christians in the
school (whether they be staff or students)
and engaging in fellowship and mutual support. There should be involvement in visible outreach and service in voluntary settings (such as through ISCF groups) within the school. Finally, he encourages
Christian teachers to be involved in the
development of curriculum documents to
ensure that a Christian voice is heard and
that non-Christian or anti-Christian perspectives do not dominate.

An Australian state school is Helen Calquhoun’s mission field. She
takes Nehemiah as her guide.

C

hester Hill North Public School is
the mission field to which God
has called me. Full-time Christian
ministry is not just church work
or missionary commitment; for me it is
serving the community in which God has
put me as a school principal.
Once I had accepted that responsibility,
it became very clear to me that everyone in
the total school community was precious to
God and my role was not only to ensure
good education but to meet the individual
needs of teachers, children and parents. A
tall order!
Five things are essential if I am to be an
effective leader. As Nehemiah found in
answering the challenge to rebuild the walls
of Jerusalem, certain principles must be followed.

First, there is my attitude. To keep a
cheerful countenance and an optimistic attitude at all times is demanding. The normal
frustrations of the day can’t be avoided.
There will be unrealistic demands by the
Department of School Education, children
with dysfunctional behaviour, hurting parents, and some with unrealistic expectations
for their children. Then there will be the
broken toilet, the incorrect delivery, and the
computer which has just “gone down” as
well as the sick child in the clinic whose parents can’t be contacted.
I’ve learnt that once I let these pressures
get to me, the teachers sense it and feel their
leader is not in control. Nehemiah kept a
cheerful countenance and didn’t let the
pressures get to him - this is my daily aim.
Second, there is my desire to involve

Dr Colin Gauld is director of the Board of
Studies in Professional Studies at the
University of NSW South Wales in Sydney.
He has been a secondary teacher and teacher
educator for the past 33 years.
ap
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parents widely in the life of the school. To
work cooperatively with the parents is to
use their wide range of experience and
expertise. It is important to have their
cooperation and help in teaching their children. As a parent of adult children, I clearly remember my interest in their learning
and what was happening at school. Parents
love to feel accepted by the school and
important. They also like to be kept
informed of their child’s progress.
Nehemiah knew it was important to
involve all the Israelites in rebuilding
Jerusalem’s walls. He encouraged families
and teams to work hard and together, using
their varied skills and talents. When new
families arrive to enrol their children at
school, I tell them about the school and
give them a short tour. This also helps me
to get to know the family. CHNPS enjoys
great parent support, including a strong
Parents and Citizens and Ladies Auxiliary
as well as a school council. I am part of
these teams, and encourage and applaud
their work.
Of course there are occasional difficult
phone calls to make to parents about
behavioural Problems or their child’s illness
or accidents. This communication is essential - after all, these children are very precious to their parents.
The third aspect which is crucial in leading a school effectively is to be down-toearth with the students. I love to spend
time in the playground, talking to the children, watching their displays of skipping
skills, hitting the occasional hand ball or
shooting a basket on the basketball court. I
love the children’s natural way of saying
“hello” and telling me some exciting news
(for example, about the new baby). When
they visit me in my office with great school
work to be recognised, I feel privileged to
share in their moment of success and glory.
With more than 500 students in the
school it’s not always easy to remember
their names, but I work hard at it. Each
child is precious to God and has been lovingly named by his or her parents.
Nehemiah recognised the Israelite workers
by name - their names are recorded in
Nehemiah chapters 3,7,10,11 and 12 for
posterity. He knew his people personally,
their strengths and weaknesses. I know this
is an essential quality for a Christian leader,
and the children’s response brings me joy.
Fourth, leaders must be continual learners. I must be aware of what is happening in
each classroom, so I spend as much time as
I can visiting classrooms, watching “real
learning”, viewing displays and performances and getting a feel for the classroom.
One of my greatest joys is to know that
teachers and children are at school to
engage in meaningful learning. To see the
light in children’s faces as they tell me what
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they have learned is a highlight of my day.
There is such a variety of learning activities
in classrooms from kindergarten to year 6,
yet progress is made all the time. I’m sure
Nehemiah was amazed at what the
Israelites learnt as they worked together on
Jerusalem’s wall. The wall was completed in
just 52 days and few of them were trained
as stonemasons or carpenters. “As goes the
leader so goes the group” is a true statement.
The fifth area of effective leadership is to
lead by example. All eyes are on the leader
of any group and he or she will attract negative and positive comment. Who would be
a politician? The whole school community
looks to the principal for clear leadership,
and this is a huge expectation. It is impossible to please everyone, particularly when
difficult decisions have to be made. For me
to be a credible leader I have to do what I
expect my teachers to do - work hard, put
students’ needs first in my decision, support the team effort and listen to their concerns.
There are some practical ways around a
school to be a Nehemiah: stay focused on
the job but roll up your sleeves and get your
hands dirty.
I’ll happily pick up papers in the playground, move the piano back into the hall,
clean up the mess in the toilets and try to
fix the broken cistern until the plumber
comes. Furniture-moving has been another
area I’ve worked at and, of course, looking
after the class when a teacher is unexpectedly called away. In every situation, my attitude is important.
Being a school principal is a demanding
role, and for a Christian it is a real ministry.
God’s expectations are high and I must
focus on Him. I pray daily for guidance and
for God’s presence to be established in the
school. Many times I send “arrow” prayers
to God in those challenging and crisis
moments.
Nehemiah prayed continually and
depended on God’s guidance - I must do
this too. I praise God for the privilege of
my role, but can’t do it in my own strength.
Nehemiah 1:11: “O Lord, let your ear be
attentive to the prayer of this your servant
- Give your servant success today.”
Helen Colquhoun has been principal at
Chester Hill North Public School for the past
four years. The school has a SUPA (Scripture
Union Primary Age) Club and a fortnightly
parent prayer group. The Christian teachers
meet weekly for mutual support and prayer.
Helen Calquhoun also ministers in the Bible
Study Fellowship and teaches 120 women at
Eastwood each Monday evening.
ap
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Colson at National
Prayer Breakfast

M

ore than 650 people attended the
1997 National Prayer Breakfast in the Main
Hall of Parliament House, Canberra on 17
November. The guest of honour was the
Governor-General, Sir William Deane.
Chuck Colson, the international president
of Prison Fellowship, spoke on the need for
individual character-building as the way to
transform nations such as the USA and
Australia. He shared his inspiring conversion story, when he confessed, after his
Christian conversion, to various offences
during the Nixon administration. Arising
from his experience of prison, Colson
founded the now worldwide ministry of
Prison Fellowship.
The previous evening, about 800 people
gathered for an interdenominational worship service in the Great Hall of the
National Parliament. Christian musicians
Hillsong led the singing of a variety of
songs of praise which reverberated through
the corridors of power. Members of the
Parliamentary Christian Fellowship and
local Christian clergy led the various parts
of the service. The guest preacher, Dr
Gordon Moyes, superintendent of
Sydney’s Wesley Mission, stressed that
Christianity “is a relationship with Jesus
Christ who sends us out as His ambassadors. Thus He still confronts today all
power structures. What we do must flow
from who we are. Hold on to your courage
and moral convictions. This is no time for
wimps, but for ambassadors of reconciliation”.
Subhead: 1998 Youth Convention
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“Out on a Limb” is the theme of the
first Victorian Youth Convention from 13
to 15 February at Merricks (Vic).
Bible studies will be led by the Rev
Richard Condie, New Testament lecturer
at Ridley College, and the speaker at the
evangelistic multimedia concert will be the
Rev John Buchanan, chaplain at Scotch
College, Hawthorn (Vic). Other speakers will include Cath McKinney from
Christian Television, who will speak on
issues of identity, beauty and culture, and
Peter Corney, senior minister at St Hilary’s
Anglican Church, Kew. The aim of the
Convention is to provide Bible teaching,
fellowship, worship and fun for people
aged 15 to 25. There will be a number of
workshops, designed for young people and
youth leaders. Topics include dealing with
post-modernism, surviving the VCE, using
the people of God, a new evangelistic
course, and using the Internet. Up to 500
people are expected to attend this inaugural convention. More details are available
from Anglican Youth Ministries (03) 9653
4220.

Rock star’s
funeral

T

he funeral of rock star Michael
Hutchence was held on 27 November in
Sydney’s St Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral,
with live television coverage across the
nation and beyond. Hutchence had a highly successful career as one of Australia’s
most influential rock stars. More than 2000
packed the cathedral, with others spilling
out into Sydney Square beyond.
Cathedral staff worked with members
of the immediate family to ensure that a
Christian, sensitive and appropriate service
was held. It blended personal tributes and
Christian proclamation about the reality of
death and the hope of resurrection through
Christ.
In his sermon, Dean Boak Jobbins said:
“Death is real - Michael’s death is real - and
death waits for each one of us ... Over
against that, there is the magnificent truth:
God hates death. God hates death so much
that, in his extravagant love, he surrendered
what matters most to him - his own Son to deal with it. Death will not hold sway
forever; the time will come when God will
end death for his people. For those who are
God’s friends ... God has smashed the
power of death and gives them life forever
... Death cannot be avoided: but it can be
transformed.”

Adventists
apologise to “stolen
generation”

T

he Seventh-Day Adventist church has
apologised to indigenous Australians for
the suffering they experienced in the
“stolen generation” era. The executive
committee of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church (South Pacific Division) at its
annual meeting in Wahroonga, NSW, in
November released a statement expressing
sympathy, deep regret and apology for
actions in Australia’s past which led to the
separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children from their families.
In responding to the “stolen generation”
report to the Federal Government, the
statement said: “The Seventh-day
Adventist Church expresses its sincere
concern, sympathy and deep regret to all
indigenous people and their families
who suffered so much sadness and
heartache under the “stolen generation”
era. We pray that Jesus, the Great Healer,
will bring healing to those who hurt and are
still grieving the loss of family. As
Christians, we apologise that this happened
in our country and communities and offer
those thus affected our moral, emotional
and spiritual support.”

The PM, Churches
and native title

I

n November, the Prime Minister, Mr
John Howard, issued a statement about
involvement by Church leaders in the
native title debate. Here is an excerpt from
the statement.
“I have deep respect for the role of
churches in Australian society. Personally, I
have strongly identified in recent times
with expressions of church opinions on
such important social issues as euthanasia,
domestic violence and excessive gambling.
I have always defended the right of church
figures to speak out on issues they choose
beyond those of a strictly religious kind. At
the [1997] National Anglican Conference I
explicitly encouraged church leaders to participate in debate on important national
issues.
“However, the right to speak freely on a
broad range of issues carries with it the
obligation to speak in an informed, objec-
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tive and constructive manner. It also
involves the right of others in the community to freely criticise the views of church
figures if they do not accord with the facts,
or display undue bias. Importantly, there is
an obligation on those church figures who
do enter the debate not to allow the impression to be created that they speak on behalf
of all adherents to their particular church or
denomination.
“The truth is that some of the remarks
of church figures in the native title debate,
particularly those suggesting racial motives
on the part of the Government, have given
deep offence to many active churchgoers
throughout Australia. The Native Title
Amendment Bill represents a fair compromise, achieved by the Government after
months of negotiations with interested parties, including Aboriginal people and Torres
Strait Islanders.
“Many claims made by church figures
about the bill have been wrong. It is not
racially discriminatory. It does not purport
to extinguish the common law rights of
indigenous Australians. Those who oppose
our changes to the right to negotiate
process should remember that it is not a
common law right. It is a procedural right
created by the Keating government in its
Native Title Act. If the bill is passed, it will
still be possible for Aboriginal people and
Torres Strait Islanders to make native title
claims over almost 80 per cent of the land
mass of Australia.
“At present, indigenous people who represent about 2 per cent of the population,
own or control around 15 per cent of
Australia’s land mass. Additionally, there
are currently native title claims over about
45 per cent of the land mass of Australia.
Additionally, under the Keating government’s Native Title Act, Australian taxpayers are providing $1.3 billion to the
Indigenous Land Fund to enable indigenous people who cannot make native title
claims to purchase freehold or leasehold
land. In these circumstances, it is difficult
to conceive the factual basis on which
church figures ... have variously attacked
my government’s legislation as being racist,
discriminatory or immoral.
“My government remains strongly committed to the reconciliation process. We
have clearly identified the removal of the
profound disadvantage of indigenous people in the areas of health, education, housing and employment as the foremost priority in the reconciliation process.”
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across
australia

Reservoir
Missionary
Convention

“W

hy Don’t Christians Mind their
Own Business?” was the challenging theme
at the 27th annual missionary convention at
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church,
Reservoir (Vic). The question was posed by
the guest speaker, Rev David Jones, of
Hobart.
The program for the week in late 1997
included a Red Sea Team International and
European Christian Mission combined
midweek rally, with an update of their
respective work, and a Friday night convention dinner enjoyed by more than 80
people. On Saturday morning there was
prayer for missions, bringing the latest
news of those missionaries supported by
the church. The two Sunday worship services also had a “World Missions” flavour.
After the convention, members made faith
promise pledges to support various missionaries over the next year.

study tour to South Africa and to Atlanta in
the United States for 18 days in February.
Those involved are Ian Smith, the
Presbyterian Theological College lecturer
in experimental ministry at Griffith; Kevin
Murray, the Evangelism Committee convener; C S Tang, who planted the
Cornerstone branch of the Sydney Chinese
Presbyterian Church; and Craig Tucker,
who planted Western Blacktown
Presbyterian Church in 1990. The Ministry
& Mission Committee has allocated
$12,000 from reserves to fund this tour and
Other gifts have been received from a
church to cover additional costs.

Coffs Harbour
anniverary

S

t Andrew’s church at Coffs Harbour
on the NSW north coast recently celebrated its 90th anniversary with the theme “A
mission from God: past, present and
future”. Australian Presbyterian World
Missions director Robert Benn was the
guest speaker. More than 30 men attended
an evangelistic breakfast and were encouraged to choose wisdom and so take proper
account of God. On Saturday night,
Robert Benn spoke from 1 Peter. Around
the walls of the church hall were pictures
and histories of events which had shaped
the church’s life. Newer members were
invited to bring photos of significant events
in their lives.
On Sunday morning, Robert Benn
invited the congregation to use their “sanctified imagination” as Joshua and Caleb sat
near the 12 stones from the river Jordan
and recall the saving acts of God. In the
evening, Robert and Laurel Benn sketched

NSW joint task force
In 1997, the PCA NSW Ministry and
Mission Committee formed the Joint Task
Force (JTF) for church multiplication and
revitalisation. It includes representatives
from Ministry & Mission, Evangelism and
Theological Education Committees. The
JTF is seeking to establish a church planting movement with people and resources to
assess, train and support church planters
within the PCA in NSW. Demographic
studies are being carried out in consultation
with presbyteries to identify areas and people-groups that are needy and open to the
gospel. To build this resource base, the JTF
is sending four assessors/trainers on a
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Milton Partridge and Jean Ginger cutting the anniversary cake at Coffs
Harbour with the Rev Peter Moore
looking on.

the work of APWM with pictures, exhorting those present to be an outward looking
church; not just focused on parochial concerns but with a vision for Australia and
beyond. Every church needs a vision, and a
biblical church needs a gospel vision,
Robert said. Congregation members said
the weekend at Coffs Harbour inspired and
focused them on this mission from God.

New Life
Ministries at
Cairns

S

everal years ago, the elders of the two
Cairns Presbyterian Churches - St.
Andrew’s and Cairns South - met to look at
the denomination’s overall work in the city.
They realised that the churches were making only a limited impact and recognised
that young people prefer to belong to a
larger group. As a result, the churches combined the two very small youth groups into
a Kids Club and Teen Club. The advantage
of pooling leadership, talent and resources
was immediately obvious. An ongoing
average attendance of 60 and 25 respectively are evidence of God’s blessing. Since
then, other areas of cooperation include the
establishment of a joint, fully equipped
office with both churches sharing the cost
of secretarial help and combined evening
services (with neighbouring Gordonvale
church joining once a month). Whereas
each church had a few musicians, the combined services have allowed the Cairns
churches to form an effective orchestra and
team of singers. As a sign of trust, undesignated cash collected at these services goes
towards areas of joint ministry. Other
developments include weekly ministry
meetings, with the pastors from the three
churches coming together for prayer and
planning, and a new format for committee
of management and session meetings under
which they gather on the same night at the
same place. Meetings start with an informal
combined time to discuss issues which
affect the overall work, followed by the
individual ordinary meeting. A bonus is
that each session or committee can pers
confer with the other on the spot, rather
writing letters backwards and forwards to
each other. A combined elders planning day
led them to adopt the name “New Life
Ministries” for all the combined outreach
and promotional work. This removes any

denominational stumbling blocks for those
outside the church, and allows the two
Cairns churches to operate under a “neutral” name. If you would like to know more
about this work in Cairns please contact:
Russell van Delden (070) 54 3241 or Don
Broadwater (070) 33 5174.

Mission Committee of the PCV made a
grant which enabled the painting project to
go ahead. One of the local church members, Mr David Stephens (who has recently
moved to Mildura after 10 years of missionary service in Africa) did the work much to the joy of the whole congregation.

News from
churches

Mission in Moree

S

T

cots’ Church, Oakey (Qld), celebrated
its 91st anniversary on 26 October 1997.
Nearly 100 people were present. The Rev
Ken Gardner and the Rev Ron Clark were
the guest ministers.
Wynnum church (Qld) praised God for
the success of their eighth annual “Carols
by the Sea” on 6 and 13 December 1997.
The program was presented six times, with
the Rev David McDougall (Camp Hill) as
the special speaker. An estimated 600 to
700 people were present for this outreach
event.
Muswellbrook (NSW) parishioners
have seen some new faces in church after a
church brochure was distributed at their
1997 fete. The church is planning a year of
outreach in 1998.
St Stephen’s Surrey Hills and
Canterbury Presbyterian Church in
Melbourne’s eastern suburbs joined forces
to print and distribute 3000 Christmas
brochures each to their respective neighbourhoods in the lead up to Christmas
1997.
Early in 1997 the Mildura Presbyterian
Church received an anonymous donation
to help paint the church building (inside
and out), the church kitchen and Sunday
School hall. Subsequently the Home

he Moree parish in north-western
NSW recently had a visit from the Rev
David Thurston, the director of evangelism
for the Presbyterian Church in New South
Wales. It began with an interview on the
local radio station. During the following
days David shared the gospel with school
children, senior citizens at the Fairview
Nursing Home, people at the church’s the
annual meeting and the PWA lunch, a
group of 20 men, and a similar number of
young people at a youth night. As a result,
eight people have become Christians.
Another 20 people have sought more information about the Christian faith and 22
people have signed up for a “Christianity
Explained” course. The minister at Moree,
Trevor Cheetham, said that everyone
involved was greatly encouraged by what
was taking place in the parish.

About people

C

ongratulations to new elder at St
John’s Hobart (Tasmania), Mr Greg Bain.

David Stephens giving the finishing
touches to the Mildura Presbyterian
Church building.
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news

The Pope and
Protestants

P

rotestants and Catholics from North
America gathered at the end of September
to discuss the papacy. Organised by the
North American Academy of Ecumenists,
the conference theme was “The Papacy:
Stumbling Block or Stepping Stone?” In
1995, Pope John Paul II issued an encyclical, “That they may be one”, inviting discussion of how the papacy might change
for the sake of unity. The main Catholic
presenter at the conference described a
papacy “in brotherhood” with a college of
bishops.
Reformed
theologian
George
Vandervelde, past president of the academy,
noted that there were several gaps to be
bridged. Some Protestants do not recognise
bishops, and there was no concession for
them. Others are offended by the “brotherhood” language. He also asked those present: “If the papacy is such a splendid gift,
why aren’t you Catholics happier with it?”
Baptist theologian Clark Pinnock suggested that he hears the pope speaking for
all Christians on some issues of life and values. But a Pentecostal theologian, Ron
Kydd, noted that the discussions about the
pope are not about fundamental change,
but only about refinements of the present
position. His dialogues with Catholics also
convinced him that Catholics view
Protestants as part of them, without the
Protestants realising it.
Vandervelde concluded that the conference was a helpful dialogue, but any real
progress will take a long time.

E

W

S

Chinese leader
jailed

A

Chinese court in September sentenced Xu Yongzhe, 56, to 10 years in a
labour camp. Xu has been the leader of a
house church movement in China’s Henan
province, known as the “born-again movement”. The 10-year sentence is one of the
longest given to a Christian leader in the
past decade.
The Government charged Xu with “disrupting public order”, but he reportedly
refused to defend himself, believing the
court had already decided his guilt.
No friend or family member has seen
him since his arrest. Now that he has been
sentenced, he has the right of appeal and to
see family members. Xu’s movement is
reported to have about three million members. Some church leaders have criticised
the movement, suggesting it over-emphasises emotional display as proof of conversion, but Jonathan Chao, a long observer of
China’s house churches, has staunchly
defended him. Xu’s wife was also arrested
and, with three others, may be sentenced
shortly.
China’s President Jiang Zemin visited
the United States in late October, where
American legislators presented him with a
list of 29 Christians, including Xu, who are
believed imprisoned for their faith.
Although the number of Christians in
prison for their Christian activity is probably more than 200, this list represents those
arrested in the past two years, and whose
residency and place of detention could be
verified.

Good News in
Malaysia

T

o be Malay is to be Muslim, according
to Malaysia’s Constitution, which covers
53 per cent of the 20 million population.
Although the Christian church (estimated
between 8.6 per cent and 10 per cent of the
population) exists legally, it is restricted.
Laws against proselytising Malays were
passed in the late 1980s. The Constitution
guarantees freedom of religion, but Malays
who convert to Christianity often lose
privileges, face harassment, and are
ostracised by their families.
Because of its tenuous status, the church
has led an ambivalent existence. “On one
hand, the Christian church is fairly signifi-
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cant,” says Brian Newton of Malaysia
Prayer Fellowship. “It has leaders in high
places and has seen a dynamic work of the
Holy Spirit. On the other hand, until a few
years ago, the church was fairly inwardlooking. It had a kind of persecution complex.”
Recently, however, the Malaysian
church has boomed. Focusing on reaching
the non-Malay population (30 per cent
Chinese, 9 per cent Indian, and 8 per cent
indigenous tribal peoples), the church has
seen an explosion among the tribal peoples.
Brian Newton said: “East Malaysia is full of
stories of revival and spiritual breakthrough, and whole tribal villages being
impacted with the gospel.” Several hundred
churches have been planted in the past
three years.
One Malaysian missionary agreed that
fear is the biggest barrier to evangelisation,
saying “My conviction is that Malays are
neglected, not ‘resistant’ to the gospel.” He
believes Muslims are hungry for the gospel,
and that about 8000 have become
Christians since the late 1980s. The church
also is growing in mission awareness. A
team of East Malaysian tribal believers
recently ministered effectively among
Pueblo Indians in New Mexico, USA. Iban
believers have missionaries in Cambodia,
Vietnam,
Thailand, Japan, Sudan and West Africa.

NZ Presbyterians
reject gay elders
“A

majority in the Presbyterian
Church (in New Zealand) are not ready to
accept - as ministers and elders - gay and
lesbian people in same-sex relationships,”
reports the Moderator, Rev Peter Willsman.
“But visiting congregations over the past 18
months, I find the issue is not consuming
the energy of most people. Their primary
focus is on being a caring people who try to
serve their community.”
The Moderator was commenting on the
results of a recent referendum of
Presbyterian Church members, in which 75
per cent of the 35,000 members who voted
agreed with the 1996 PCANZ General
Assembly ruling that the denomination
would not appoint “practising homosexuals” as ministers and elders. A quarter of
those voting disagreed with the assembly’s
ruling. In all, 397 of the 442 congregations
took part in the referendum. The results are
not binding on the assembly.

Peace efforts in
Sudan

T

he World Council of Churches
(WCC) is urging its member churches
with contacts in Sudan to intensify their
efforts to bring peace there. Leaders from
Sudan’s two councils of churches have
issued a joint paper calling for peace. The
WCC said this paper was a solid basis for
ecumenical action. The paper advocated the
principles of freedom of religious expression, worship and witness and acceptance
of cultural and linguistic diversity.
Since 1983 more than three million people have been killed in the civil war. Five
million are displaced within the country,
and some 500,000 are refugees in neighbouring countries. The central committee
of the WCC also called on the warring factions to cease fire immediately. Only then
would there be a climate “conducive to serious discussions”.

THE PARISH OF KIAMA (NSW)
is considering a Part-Time Ministry.
For details concerning the parish and the
proposed Ministry please contact:
Rev Norm Secombe, Interim Moderator
(02) 4447 4086

John Wimber dies

J

ohn Wimber, one of the most colourful
and controversial leaders of the charismatic
movement in the USA, suffered a massive
brain haemorrhage on 16 November 1997
and died peacefully the next morning in the
presence of his family. He was 63.
John Wimber had been a pastor with the
Calvary Chapel movement (started by
Chuck Smith)> He left in 1977 over a theological disagreement and founded what
has become the Association of Vineyard
Churches, which now has 450 congregations in the USA and 250 congregations in
other countries (about a dozen in
Australia).
Wimber, who had been a keyboardist
with The Righteous Brothers, went on to
become an international conference speaker, worship song-writer, best-selling author
and spiritual leader to the worldwide
Vineyard movement. He was also senior
pastor of the Anaheim Vineyard Christian
Fellowship (1977-94).
He was often in the headlines, with his
“Signs and Wonders” classes at the School
of World Missions at Fuller Theological
Seminary, Pasadena, USA, and his Vineyard
rallies around the world.
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The first 50 years are the hardest
When you feel it’s just not worth witnessing anymore, John Chapman says that’s the time to keep at it.

I

f you are like me you will be able to
remember the times when there was a
good opportunity to speak to people
about Jesus and you just chickened
out. It may have been through fear of what
they might think about you or you just didn’t know what to say. Either way it’s always
painful.
Perhaps you can remember times when
you were keener to share the Gospel with
people than you are now. It has all turned
out to be harder than you thought and
somehow, in your mind, you have just
given up. I want to encourage you to try
again.
I have been greatly encouraged by some
verses from Romans 1: “I am not ashamed
of the Gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of every one who
believes...for in the Gospel a righteousness
of God is revealed...” (vv 16-17).
Here we are given two very strong reasons for not being ashamed of the Gospel.

F

irst, it is the power of God to save.
We may feel weak but the Gospel is
strong. We may feel weak because we are
weak, but that has nothing to do with the
Gospel. It is the power of God. The Bible
reminds us again and again that it is God
who is at work when we are telling people
about Jesus. He allows us to enter into
partnership with Him in His great work of
calling people back to Himself. There is no
doubt that we are not equal partners and
neither do we do the same work. God’s
work is different from ours. It is important
that we are clear about the distinction. If I
think that I am responsible for God’s work
then I will be very frustrated.
In 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 God tells us several significant facts about the difference
between His work and ours in evangelism.
First, He tells us that the “god of this
age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so
that they cannot see the light of the
Gospel” (v4). This may well explain why
our friends don’t seem able to understand
what we are on about or why it all seems so
important to us.
Second, He tells us that it is God
Himself who opens blind eyes so that people see the truth of the Gospel (v6). He,
not me, opens blind eyes. He is the One
who leads them out of darkness. Two implications flow immediately from this. One is

that evangelism must be done with prayer.
It is a spiritual activity and it must be
embarked upon spiritually. The other is
that it shows results are in the hand of God.
We are not responsible for the decisions
which other people make and specially
their decision to follow Christ.
Third, having explained His work, God
also tells us our job. It is to “preach Jesus
Christ as Lord” (v5). This is earlier
described as “setting forth the truth plainly” and not tricking people (v2). We are to
know what we are talking about and how to
explain it plainly.
We are also told about the attitude that
we should have when we are doing this. We
are to be servants of the people we are seeking to win for Christ. We are not superior.
We are to be their slaves.
There is no doubt that we do cooperate
together in this Gospel work, but God’s
work is very different from ours. God can
be trusted to do His work. We are to be
faithful in doing ours. While many regard
conversions as success, as far as God is concerned our faithfulness is success. God
does the rest - in His time He will choose
those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.
Don’t forget that the Gospel is powerful. When you are at church next time look
around at the people gathered and be
encouraged. They are all there because of
the power of the Gospel. It was the Gospel
that did the work. In fact there are no
Christians anywhere who have not been
saved by the Gospel. There is no other way
to come. That is the way God saves people.
In the last book of the Bible the author
is allowed a glimpse into heaven and he sees
a vast, innumerable crowd. They are all
there because of the Gospel. The Gospel is
not feeble: it has the power of God to save
in it.
That fact alone has been a help to me to
try to keep at the work.

S

econd, in it the righteousness of God is
shown:
Another reason why we should not be
ashamed of the Gospel is that it is right.
Only in the Gospel can we see how it is
possible for God to declare sinful people
“not guilty” and still act rightly.
God declares that those who have faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ are totally forgiven
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for all their sins. They are forgiven because
the Lord Jesus has taken the punishment
which their sins deserve. God doesn’t say
anything foolish like “Let’s pretend that
your sins don’t matter”. We know that isn’t
correct. If God were to overlook my sins
then He should do the same with yours.
There would be no end to it. He would
have to overlook all sin. Nothing would
ever matter again. There would be no justice. What a horrific idea!
Of course my sins matter. God says
“They matter so much that only the sinbearing death of my Son will deal with
them”. And it did. That is why we can be
forgiven. Because of the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ, God is able to declare those
who are in Christ to be not guilty. I am one
of those and I am very grateful to God for
what He has done. This has also been a help
in keeping at the work of trying to speak to
people and urging them to turn to Christ.
I sat next to a boy at high school who
became a Christian in our second year. He
was not ashamed of the Gospel. He often
told me about Jesus. He prayed for me that
I would be saved. He took me off to “do’s”
where I would hear the Gospel preached.
He was persistent in doing it. Two years
later I came to Christ. It was a direct result
of his work. Sure it was God who opened
the blind eyes. He gave me the gift of
repentance and faith. But it was Dick who
preached Jesus Christ, it was Dick who
prayed. How I thank God for him and for
his faithfulness. They were a very powerful
partnership. Trust me! That Gospel was
powerful!
Whatever your feelings and attitude
right now, will you commit yourself again
to making the Gospel known wherever you
can? Ask God to give you boldness, and to
lead you to some one you can tell the
Gospel.
Remember the first 50 years are the
hardest.
John Chapman is a widely respected evangelist, who for many years was director of evangelism for the Anglican Diocese of Sydney.
He is the author of A Fresh Start (1983) and
Know and Tell the Gospel(1981). Reprinted
with permission from Impact bulletin No 28
1997.
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Busting the mould
Peter Corney describes a church for “busters” or Generation X - the group under 30.

T

heir TV show is Friends or
Seinfeld. They are the products
of two working parents and
child care. They have grown
up in impersonal, transient,
mobile communities where family is frequently fragmented, and they have often
felt, at least unconsciously, abandoned.
They need something to replace family,
to give them a sense of place, history and
stability. Small groups, community, love
and friendship are crucial to this group of
people. Ministry to them must be relational. Mentors are needed for the gradual
process of bringing busters to mature discipleship. Many need re-parenting.
They find commitment difficult. They
like to keep their options open. One of the
big questions for the local church is “who
will stay long enough in our churches to
form a heart or core of community to
extend this love and friendship?”
Busters live in an uncertain world. David
Duchovny, the star of the The X Files, said
in a recent interview: “I think the series is
very ‘90s. Everything is left in doubt. There
is no closure, no answers, no certainty.”
Busters need an inclusive soft-edged
approach that has a strong and solid core;
an approach that majors on the majors and
not the minors. They will respond to a
Gospel communicated in a strongly relational environment and in relational terms.
Ministry to busters must be real - vulnerable, transparent, imperfect, raw,
authentic. It employs preachers who share
their own real struggles and testimonies
from people who find Christ real in their
brokenness.
Remember lots of people, including
baby boomers, now have deep failures in
life - divorce, abortion, substance abuse,
infidelity, child abuse. They need a ministry
and atmosphere that is real and accepting,
and offers to meet their failures. That is
why Recovery ministries and Twelve Step
programs are so popular.
Ministry must be relevant, connecting
with real life. Music, language and atmosphere must be culturally relevant. One of
the most successful outreaches we are run-

ning at St. Hilary’s for young adults is
called Table Talk. We hire a whole cafe for
the evening and people invite their friends.
A low-key presentation of the Gospel takes
place in the midst of food, cappuccinos and
conversation.
The communication methods must also
be relevant. The old “hymn sandwich” with
one-way, non-interactive, non-visual communication will be increasingly ineffective.
This new generation is multi-sensory in its
communication. For the under 30s, an icon
is not a religious painting but a visual symbol on their computer screen - it says, “start
me up”, look, search, touch, read, interact,
create! Jesus is “the image (icon) of the
invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). We will
have to be much more creative in how we
communicate him in the 21st century.
Ministry for the under 30s must renew
hope. This is the generation who embraced
pessimism. Their music is the music of
despair (Seattle grunge, REM, Greenday,
silverchair). But pessimism is a mean diet you cannot live on it forever. You either
parachute out or start looking for an alternative. It creates the longing for hope.
There is a spiritual hunger out there that
the revival of paganism does not satisfy.
The X Files taps into it, but does not satisfy it. A poll in the Bulletin magazine indicated that more than a third of Australians
believe in ghosts, psychic healing, past lives
and aliens! And a significant number are
uncertain. A great opportunity is developing for those who can communicate the
hope of the Gospel in fresh and relevant
ways.
The 21st century - remember, that’s
only two years away -will need new leaders.
Someone has said there are three kinds of
leaders: caretakers, undertakers and risktakers. We have certainly had enough caretakers and undertakers in the church. We
need some risk-takers, leaders who are
adventurous, with depth of character.
Dr Robert Clinton of Fuller Seminary
has done extensive research on leaders. He
says leaders who finish well display certain
characteristics: they develop early good disciplines of prayer, honesty and discretion;

they keep learning all through their ministry; they develop perspective and a long
view; they have healthy family lives; and
they have many spiritual renewals. They
make themselves accountable and develop
strong mentor relationships with older and
wiser leaders. The future church will need
entrepreneurial risk-taking leaders with
servant hearts - men and women of character.
We also need leaders with the gift of
leadership who are willing to learn the skills
of leadership, such as how to lead teams;
how to motivate and train others for ministry; how to cast a vision and manage constructive change; and how to build and
maintain community.
We need leaders who are inclusive, who
have a strong central core but are soft
edged; who have a firm commitment to the
authority of Scripture and historical orthodoxy but are open, accepting and generous
of spirit. We need leaders who are creative
and adaptable because change will be their
constant companion.
We need leaders who can read their culture. As John Stott has put it, they need to
practise a “double listening” - to Scripture
and to their culture.
We need leaders with a well-thought-out
position on the main ethical and theological
issues that a pluralist society presents to us.
Simplistic and fundamentalist answers will
not gain a hearing except among the insecure and prejudiced.
Finally, we need leaders with passionate
hearts that long to see Australians embrace
Christ.
These are the values and ideas we are
trying to communicate to tomorrow’s
Christian leaders in the Australian Arrow
Leadership Program.
Peter Corney is executive director of the
Australian Arrow Leadership Program, and
senior minister at St Hilary’s Anglican
Church, Kew (Vic).
ap
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letters
Dear Sir
I believe in the Church! For twenty years
I was a clerk of presbytery and for more
than that number I have sat at the clerk’s
table in general assemblies. During that
time I have seen many decisions made that
are not always the decisions I would like to
see taken. People have asked me how I can
sit there and take it. Perhaps God has
blessed me with a lot of patience.
None of us like all the decisions the
Church makes at its public face, the courts
of the Church. However the Church will
rarely be unanimous on anything and we
must live with our differences, try to change
policy decisions, if that is our desire, or seek
other avenues of service.
Because I believe in the Church and that
the gates of hell will never prevail against it,
I also believe that its decisions are never
necessarily permanent. Even the Church
itself acknowledges this and has provision
for its rules and regulations to be amended
from time to time.
When we disagree we need to learn to
live together, share together, pray together
and talk together, realising that there are
some points on which we will never agree as
individuals.
For some this will sound simplistic but it
is the reality of life in all its facets. Because
I believe in the Church I would ask that
each one of us think seriously about the way
we relate to each other within the structure.
If one part of the Church ignores the other
parts then we are weakened as the Body of
Christ. We are weakened in our witness and
we break up the family of believing people.
My plea is for a unity of purpose within a
framework of robust theological discussion
so that we don’t stagnate as a denomination.
(Rev. Dr.) Paul Logan
Clerk of Assembly
__________________________________________
Dear Sir,
While Peter Barnes has already answered
Peter Dunstan’s article about women as
ministers and/or elders in the Presbyterian
Church of Australia, I feel that Geoffrey
Johnston’s article (Why the Church
Changes its Mind, APLT, Nov 1997 pp.1213) needs a response as well.
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In relation to the ordination of women,
Johnston states that; ‘the New Testament
can be quoted against itself ’. This is just
another way of saying that Scripture (of
which the New Testament is a part) contradicts itself. And if it contradicts itself surely it should never have been - and cannot
now be - regarded as authoritative.
His article goes on to show that this, in
effect, was the conclusion the Presbyterian
Church of Canada reached. The teaching
of the New Testament is defined as ‘accepted tradition’. Since this ‘tradition’ became,
in his words; ‘harder and harder to defend’
because it ‘no longer corresponded to pastoral experience’, the PCC rather than
making the Scriptures its rule of faith and
practice, came to a decision based on cultural relativism.
The trouble is, once we align our decision making with cultural relativism, then
whether men and/or women can be ministers and/or elders has to change with the
times, rather than being decided on the
authority of Scripture. Thus, in the future,
as cultural values continue to change,
women may come to dominate society and
the church completely. In that case, the
church could rule that only women can be
ministers and elders. Or there could be a
reaction against feminism and out go the
women. The point is that it is not the
Scripture deciding the church’s position.
For the PCA, a denomination that takes
the Scriptures seriously, surely this is not an
option. God’s word is truth. It does not
contradict itself.
May the Lord, who has been so gracious
to the PCA in recent years, keep us (in our
desire to reach our generation with the
gospel) from jettisoning the one sure foundation he has given to us - his Word.

E N Harvey.
__________________________________________
The Editor,
The things that Peter Corney (APL,
December, 1997) does not say are more significant than the things that he does say!
The churches of the New Testament did not
grow by means of sociological analyses of
Hellenistic culture, pragmatic responses to
local conditions or minimalist theology in
the face of first-century paganism. They
preached the full Gospel of God in the
power of the Holy Spirit on the authority of
biblical revelation! Corney’s presentation
leans heavily on the principles, approaches
and goals developed by the influential Fuller
Seminary school of Church Growth. David
Eby in Power Preaching for Church Growth,
(Christian Focus, 1996) provides a much
needed and long overdue critique of the
Church Growth movement. He shows its
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lamentable lack of interest in and dependence on preaching and prayer - perhaps the
two most vital and central activities of the
New Testament Church. Bill Hull does
likewise in Power Religion, (Moody Press,
1992).
Balanced Church growth in the New
Testament is not just about numbers but
about personal growth in Christ as each
member of the Body of Christ learns to
serve the other members in love (Eph 4:1516). This comes about in turn as a result of
the regular ministry of pastors/teachers in
local church communities (Eph4:11 - 14).
Church history confirms how central and
formative biblical preaching/teaching is in
the life of the Church, a perspective that is
wholly missing from Corney’s analysis. For
the same reason he shows no awareness of
religious revivals as God’s greatest means
for accomplishing the greatest good, in the
way of evangelisation and social reforms in
the lives of multitudes.
What the Australian churches stand in
need of more than anything else at the turn
of the 20th century is not new approaches
to ministry or a post denominational way of
thinking. rather, what is needed is a fresh
anointing of the Holy Spirit to bring about
widespread religious awakening and moral
repentance that will produce lasting change
in the churches themselves and in the future
direction of our nation.
Douglas Milne
South Yarra
__________________________________________
Dear Sir,
Please consider the following for publication.
Here we go round the dining room table
“Oh not tonight, dad.”
“Perhaps after the news”
“I don’t like praying”
“This is B-O-R-I-N-G”
Ever heard this kind of talk? I have: at
family devotion time. And what the kids
say is even worse.
Family devotions can be an ordeal. We
have a go from time to time. But long term
success?
Well the Moores had another crack at it
recently. And this time: better! We’ve been
using a new Scripture Union Bible reading
guide called Merry go ‘Round the Bible.
I gives Bible reading, prayer and comment for use with families - in our case 613yrs.
2 or 4 minutes - or spin it out as long as
you like. Orders? S.U. P.O Box 77
Lidcombe 2141.
Time to try those devotions again?

C H R I S T I A N

L I V I N G

Conquering fear
Faith is most real, and provides most comfort, in the face of fear.
Guido Kettnis examines some of our fears.

N

ew Year is traditionally a time
of evaluation, of looking forward. For many that is not a
joyful experience, rather one
overshadowed by fear. But those fears
seem dim in the light of what we have in
Christ. What are our fears?

L

oss: In a country where most homes
have a television, computer and many
other luxuries, it is hard to understand
that need or want could occur. But we live
in uncertain times, times of constant
change, and often in these changes people
count for little. So there is always the fear
of loss - of a job, of health or security.
What about the loss of friends and the
familiar neighbourhood because life has
to take a new direction?
In Romans 8 we have an important
verse, which is often overshadowed by
others in that chapter. Verse 32 reads: “He
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not
also with Him freely give us all things?”
Stuart Olyott in his commentary on
Romans writes of this verse: “God delivered up His Son for us. That was His
greatest gift. Will He then withhold lesser
gifts from us? Will He withhold heaven
from us? Or the grace, courage and
strength to live through present trials
(losses)? No He will freely give us all
things.”
We are not promised that we will be
delivered from losses, but the Lord has
promised to deliver us through these
times (See Daniel and his adventures in
the lions’ den). Recall the wonderful testimony of David: “I have been young, and
now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread” (Psalm 37:25).
We should not fear loss. God will provide for our needs (not wants). The Great
Provider has promised to be faithful. Let
us not fear but trust.
Suffering: Fear of suffering is one of the
four basic human fears. One can understand why because, humanly speaking,

suffering - and death, which sometimes
follows - are seen as such a waste. But
Christians remember all that Christ has
achieved for us by His suffering on the
cross: “and He Himself bore our sins in
His body on the cross, that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness; for by
His wounds we were healed” (1 Pet 2:24).
This puts the question of suffering in a
different light. James writes: “Consider it
all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials.” Then he lists the blessing
which the testing of our faith (such as suffering) can teach us: “endurance...and that
we may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing” (1:2-4).
Jesus reminds us that suffering is for
the “glory of God” (John 9:3), and Paul
assures us that with the suffering the Lord
will provide the means of being able to
endure it (1 Cor 10:13). The writer of
Hebrews while pointing out that suffering can be painful, reminds us that in the
end it produces the “peaceful fruit of
righteousness” (Heb 12:11).
When we suffer, God is accomplishing
His purposes, and we are drawn closer to
our Lord and Saviour. For whatever reason the Lord sends suffering, we can trust
in His gracious provision, and leave the
outcome in His hands.

F

ailure: Success has become a god,
which must be worshipped above all else.
Do we not hear time and time again that
“we can do anything” or that “our
achievements are only limited by our
dreams”. And so we fear failure - falling
short at school or university, in our job, in
social situations and so on.
Two things have to be stressed here.
Through failure, victories can come
about. Recall the victory through the
seeming failure of Christ on the cross.
Through failure, God can point us in a
different direction and, as with suffering,
teach us important lessons.
Secondly it is not that we fear failure as
much as we resent it. We want our way
and not the Lord’s, and we resent being
“nudged” in a different direction.

What the Lord is really concerned with
is faithfulness and obedience. In response
to all that Christ has done for us on the
cross, we are to seek His will and to serve
Him obediently, lovingly and sacrificially.
We will then welcome His guiding hand,
even if it means doing a complete turn.
God is our Father, and He wants only the
best for us. Let us believe God, and desire
to do His will. Then fear of failure will be
a thing of the past.

D

eath: No one knows what 1998 holds
for them. Being faced with the fragility
and weakness of life, our thoughts naturally turn to death, and what happens
afterwards. Death is final for this earthly
existence, so it creates fear.
As Christians, we immediately recall
the Good News that Christ has won the
victory over death, and therefore no person who trusts in Jesus Christ needs to be
afraid of death. Christians have the glorious promise that “because I live, you will
live also”.
Paul sets us a good example here. He
gladly served the Lord while he had the
opportunity. He was even willing to give
his life for the sake of the Gospel. Yet Paul
also looked forward to that time of being
with the Lord: “For to me, to live is
Christ, and to die is gain” (2 Cor 5:8; Phil
1:21).
It is important to remember that we
are only journeying through this life here
on earth, and that our real home is “a
building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor
5:1). Praise God that He has delivered us
from the fear of death, through His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ.
In a fear-filled world God delivers us
from fear. So let us resolve now to put out
trust in our sovereign Lord who does all
things well, and lovingly cares for His
people. Then it will be a “happy New
Year”.
Guido Kettnis is minister at the Gateway
Presbyterian Church (Qld).
ap
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Philip Johnson

An Uncertain Church

P

eople today are exploring spirituality much more outside the
structures of organised religion,
This shift away from structures
parallels the decline of the Church in
Australia. As the recent census showed,
most denominations have either reached a
plateau in membership or are losing members.
In recent times churches have been
looking for methods to reverse these
trends. We have an array of programs such
as Alpha, Christianity Explained, the Jesus
video, and the seminars of Bill Hybels and
Ric Warren. Each has its merits and results,
but they are no cure-all. If you think they
are, take a closer look around you.
As we move into a postmodern age,
people are less inclined to ask questions
about truth. Truth is no longer seen as
something real and objective, but rather
what they discover for themselves.
Thus they seek spiritual techniques that
“work” and apply to the nine-to-five world.
For them the question is not “is it true?”,
but “does it work?”. They also seek stories
to live by. Look again at the Bible. It is full

of personal stories to tell about life and
faith.
Some forms of outreach - and even
many sermons - are like a computer
“download” of information. The outsider
is a passive spectator who must listen or
read materials culminating in a challenge to
repent. Often what’s presented is like a lecture full of abstract ideas. We are delivering
answers to questions we have posed. The
trouble is the non-Christian isn’t asking
those questions.
What’s disturbing is the lack of com-

munity and togetherness within our
churches. Today’s seeker is hungering for
integrity in relationships. It is not good
enough for us to “download” the gospel’
we must live it with a passion in relationships.
One of the most appalling things I
often hear reiterated by many seekers is
how Christians have maltreated them or
debunked their search with arrogant disdain.
At the recent Mind•Body•Spirit festival in Sydney my wife shared with a practitioner of Wicca. She told my wife, “you’re
the first Christian I’ve met who hasn’t put
me down, or called me evil; you respect me
for my search.”
We must leave our comfort zones and
go to the marketplace as the apostles did.
Non-Christians see no compelling reason
to come to us. They see the Church as having no connection with daily life. Even
some Christians are quitting as they feel
the church is impotent to help anymore.
It is not attractive programs that make
the difference; it is all about us as God’s
people. Our mindset, attitudes and ghetto
existence must change. We must see
Australia as a mission field and live as missionaries. Our theology must wrestle with
society’s new ways, interact with the outside community and empower us to live in
the nine-to-five realities. As we share and
live the faith let’s treat the non-Christian
with gentleness and respect” (I Peter 3:15).
Philip Johnson is founder of New Age
Mission and attends Hurstville Presbyterian
Church, NSW
ap
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We’re in it together

Robert Benn asks Sandy Wade-Ferrell about her plans to teach English in South-East Asia

H

ow did you know God wanted you
in South-East Asia and how did
you respond?

He made me aware of the huge needs overseas. I thought, if five in a hundred went
that would still leave 95 to do the much
needed work here. So it’s overseas for me,
but it wasn’t until bible college that I heard
about orphans and dying rooms. My heart
broke and my direction to South-East Asia
was set. I want to do what Jesus does: help
people in this life and eternally. My
response was Isaiah 6:8 - I’ll go anywhere
for you Lord but PLEASE let it be to a
tropical island. And I don’t want to teach
English - I don’t even speak it properly!
He’s going with His plan, not mine, but
that’s OK.
To gather your support team, you’ve been
visiting parishes within the Sydney-North
Presbytery. What have been the benefits
of this?
I feel more connected to the “Pressy”
church family. It’s been a huge blessing to
meet other “family”, who have been so
encouraging, loving and welcoming! I’m
hoping that God will use these visits to
encourage others to seek His will for their
lives and to serve Him more, as people
realise how well off we are in this country,
compared with other places.

mean to you, as a sister going overseas?

Have you had a partner on your team who
has been a particular encouragement to
you?
Many! Forestville church, who are themselves struggling, said that God has blessed
them so they want to bless me with a gift.
That’s what it’s all about, getting blessings
and passing them on. Then there is Emily.
Emily’s family have joined me in this
work, but Emily believed God was calling
her to be involved financially. So she is
pledging $5 a month. That’s $60 a year. A
great gift, particularly considering Emily is
11 years old. Then there was... oh, it would
take hours to tell you of the people I have
met in each church who have touched my
heart.
What does belonging to a church family

There is a special bond there: a purpose for
living that only God’s children can understand. “To live is Christ and to die is gain.”
I find it much easier to be a Christian
around other Christians. Whether God
calls me to be obedient to a certain scripture or obey the call on my life, it is easier
to do with the support of
Christian brothers and sisters. We are all
equal members of the team. I can’t go and
I won’t stay or be effective without the
involvement of “family”. God wants us to
do His work together and I’m glad.
I’d like to finish by saying THANK YOU!
To all those who have supported and
encouraged me this year - especially my
Epping family - you’ve been a great blessing to me.
Profile:
Sandy lives at 149 Ray Road, Epping 2121
She is an infants/primary teacher, has
worked in Broken Hill, Bylong, Mudgee
(where she became a Christian in 1991), and
Norfolk Island. She is preparing to serve the
Lord in South-East Asia as an English
teacher, but has a heart for orphans and longs
to share the hope, joy and love of Jesus with
these little ones. Sandy attends Epping
Presbyterian Church.
ap

Has the Lord given you any special experiences on these visits?
Heaps. To se people respond to His call is
exciting. Beacon Hill have invited me to
their bible study so that we can get to
know each other better and develop our
friendship. Manly PWA are already supporting me by writing lovely letters and
letting me know what is happening in their
church family. There’s the support from
PWMU, I’ve been invited for lunches after
church... There’s has been lots of blessings.
It’s fantastic!

Sandy (front) with some of her
overseas friends.
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The Great
Exchange
___________________________________
By Philip Eveson
Day One Publications
Reviewed by Douglas J. W. Milne

E

vangelical Christians should be aware
that the central doctrine of justification by
faith alone in Christ alone, which they have
regarded with Luther as the mark of a
standing or falling church, is under increasing attack and revision in the modern
world.
This movement for change arises from
two main sources. On the one hand there
is the international guild of New Testament
scholars, who are professionally committed
to new interpretations, influenced by the
innovative theories of the American writer
E. P. Sanders.
On the other hand, there is a conclave of
ecumenical church leaders and theologians
who want to forge closer links between the
various Christian traditions. For them, the
doctrine of justification is a stubborn fact
of history that they must somehow get
round if they are to achieve a larger
Christian unity.
The book is in four parts. Part one studies the biblical evidence for justification;
part two reviews current relations between
evangelicals and Roman Catholicism; part
three examines the opinions of N T Wright
as a representative of swinging evangelicals
on this teaching; part four offers a fresh
statement of the meaning of justification.
In coordinating the biblical evidence for
justification, Eveson - who is principal of
London Theological Seminary - begins
with Paul, then works outwards. It is true
that Paul is the focus for justification teaching in the Bible, but his own treatment
draws so heavily from the Old Testament
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that it is questionable if Eveson’s approach
is really true to the apostle’s own method.
But he is right to appeal to the Bible, an
emphasis whose loss explains the widespread inability of evangelicals today to say
what justification really means and why it is
important.
Differences over justification are differences about the exact terms of acceptance
with God, and these are what lay at the
storm-centre of the 16th century
Reformation. The 20th century has seen
the churches try to reverse the theological
gains of the Reformation, particularly on
justification because of its centrality in the
rupture of western Christendom.
Sadly, many evangelical leaders have
been seduced by the agenda of ecumenicity.
Particularly in communiques from joint
sessions by Roman Catholics, Lutherans,
and Anglicans, statements of the doctrine
have been left open to ambiguous interpretations acceptable to both Roman Catholic
and Protestant parties.
The danger for evangelicals is well illustrated in the case of Richard Baxter (16151691), one of the most learned and highly
esteemed of the Puritan leaders, who by
seriously compromising the doctrine of
justification sowed the seeds of a bitter harvest of errors that poisoned the churches in
the next centuries. In a similar way, Eveson
warns, today’s evangelical leaders could
betray future generations in fudging the
biblical teaching on justification.
The drive for a revision has come from
New Testament scholars like N. T. Wright
who claim that in western Protestantism
Paul has been misread, because the spiritual
struggle of Martin Luther was imposed on
the writings of Paul. Instead, people need
to read Galatians and Romans within the
framework of first-century Judaism which
was not legalistic but concerned to designate the marks of membership in the
covenant people of God. There are many
issues here which need to be gone into.
Eveson methodically matches Wright point
for point and identifies seven dangers he
considers inherent in Wright’s approach.
Eveson has been criticised for giving so
much attention to Wright’s views but he
has done present and future evangelicals a
great service by informing them of the
exact points at issue, how to refute them
and the reasons why.
The book rightly ends on a positive note
in which the author reiterates the meaning
of justification for today. He warns against
the dangers of confusing justification and
sanctification (Rome), or of broadening
the concept to include the whole of acceptance with God (McGrath). The consequences for Christians and churches when
justification is obscured are catastrophic Christians lack assurance or entertain a
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false one. But the greatest tragedy of all is
that the religious significance of Christ’s
obedience and blood, as the sole ground of
a right relationship with God the Lawgiver
and Judge, are neglected, and Christ’s
exclusive glory is eclipsed.
This is a timely book which appears at
the cutting edge of current debate about
the meaning of justification. It is thoroughly researched, well organised, logically
argued, biblically based, historically
informed and readily accessible to all thinking and concerned Christians. Evangelicals
are living at a turning time in Western
Christianity. The contents of this book
ought to be known, if future generations
are to know the meaning of salvation.
Douglas Milne is Professor of Systematic
Theology at the Presbyterian Theological
College in Melbourne.

The Penny
Whistle
___________________________________
By B J Hoff
Bethany House, Minnesota, 1996
Review by Margaret Johnston

T

his heart-warming story is set in the
coal-mining town of Skingle Creek in the
1800s. Jonathan Stuart found himself stationed there in the one-teacher school,
although he did not understand why he,
who struggled with ill-health - should find
himself in such drab surroundings.
His pupils were devoted to him. He
used to play beautiful music on his silver
flute until it was stolen. Two of the students
decided to try to replace Jonathan’s flute.
They obtained a jar for donations, but not
much was collected as everyone was poor.
In the meantime, there was an accident
in one of the coal mines, and the children
donated the collection to one breadwinner
who could not work and to the mother of
several children who had become seriously
ill.
Eventually, a local craftsman made a tin
flute for Jonathan. Although the tin whistle
did not match the silver flute, it brought
back meaning to Jonathan’s life. Then he
realised that it was not the loss of the flute
that had ruined his life - it was the absence
of hope. He had not taken God into
account.
Margaret Johnston is...

Beginning with
John’s Gospel
___________________________________
By Susan Harding
Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 1996
Reviewed by Peter Barnes

U

sing the Prologue (John 1:1-18) as her
starting point, Susan Harding explains
some of the main motifs of John’s Gospel
in a work designed for younger readers.
The result is an attractively and well-presented work which explains who Jesus is
and why He came to earth. The only mistake I could find was the assertion that
Jesus was born about 4 AD (p 30), whereas it seems more likely that it was about 4
BC. But this is a welcome addition to the
collection of Christian books written for
children
Peter Barnes is minister at Nambucca River,
NSW

film
Titanic
___________________________________
review by Trevor Clezy

A

t noon, Wednesday April 10, 1912 the
Titanic sailed from her Southampton dock
bound for the city of New York. The 1912
winter had been particularly mild and as a
result an unprecedented amount of ice had
broken free of the Arctic polar cap to drift
south through the Atlantic sea. At 11:40pm
on the night of April 14 the Titanic stuck an
iceberg while sailing at full speed. The
impact punched an interval of holes
through the steel hull for a length of about
200 feet. The Titanic was designed to
remain afloat if any two of six watertight
compartments were intact however the collision opened punctures in all six compartments effectively sealing the fate of the

ship. As the ship sank from the bow the
stern began to lift out of the ocean. Not
designed to accommodate such stress the
hull began to rip in two, the now completely submerged bow pulling the stern up
almost vertically out of the water.Just
before 2:30 in the morning of April 15 the
Titanic slid beneath the Atlantic ocean.
Although carrying 2,223 crew and passengers, the ship was carrying sufficient
lifeboats for only 1178 people and even
then,some of the lifeboats were launched
only half full. Because of the freezing temperature of the water, hypothermia claimed
all but a handful of those not in a boat. The
total number of survivors was 705.
The story of the Titanic is one which
most people know, but perhaps with repetition and time it has begun to lose its
impact. This was certainly the case with
Brock Lovett (Bill Paxton), the director of
an underwater salvage operation searching
for a diamond supposedly lost in the wreck.
He has a “forensic” knowledge of the disaster but when he comes into contact with a
survivor, Rose (Gloria Stuart), the full reality of the tragedy becomes apparent.
Rose relates how she had boarded the
Titanic as an upper-class American 17-yearold (Kate Winslet) and come into contact
with Jack (Leonardo DiCaprio), an
American artist returning home after several years in Europe. As a romance developed
between the two, Rose had become
increasingly aware of the constraints of her
culture and class.
The director and writer, James Cameron
(Terminator, Aliens) has spent 5 years
researching and developing the film. The
movie includes actual footage of the wreck
of the Titanic shot at the bottom of the
Atlantic Ocean, as well as a reconstructed
set which is only 10% smaller than the
actual Titanic. Cameron allows a strong
empathy with his characters, heightening
the emotional impact of the film as the ship
rushes towards her fate. Although initially
concerned with the different social classes
that were present on Titanic, the film gives
way to sometimes horrific or touching but
always headlong images of the tragedy.
It is a film which was sure to end sadly
but from a Christian perspective it is interesting to note how the film manages a
happy ending. As the Titanic sinks, a priest
gives a final mass to a mixed group of survivors, quoting Revelation 21;
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer
any sea... He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.”
The film’s method of dealing with man’s
mortality and the after life provide excel-

lent opportunity to raise discussion about
these issues with others. As James
Cameron himself observes, “The maiden
voyage of the “ship of dreams” ended in a
nightmare beyond comprehension and
mankind’s faith in its own indomitable
power was forever destroyed by uniquely
human shortcomings: arrogance, complacency and greed.”
The film contains occasional coarse language and violence, nudity and a sex scene.
Not a film for younger viewers.

AUSTRALIAN
Presbyterian
World Mission

_________________________________
Expressions of Interest are being
sought from suitably qualified persons for the following teaching
positions in 1998 at

Onesua High School, Vanuatu
Agriculture Teachers (2)
English Language Teacher (1)
French Language Teacher (1)
Social Science & History Teachers (2)
Industrial Arts Teacher (1)

_________________________________
Preference given to married couples
because of availability of accommodation. However, single applicants
welcome.

_________________________________
In the first instance contact the
National Director APWM;
8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point NSW 2213.
Ph. (02) 9792 1373
Fax (02) 9792 1374
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A church waiting to explode
As the sounds of war fade, a new song is being sung in Croatia. Steve Kurtz reports.

I

n the corner of the church tower, up
near the clock, an unexploded mortar shell sits, with its tail fins in full
view. It is the only shell aimed at the
Reformed Church not to explode. Other
shells are visible too, but only by their
results. Several holes in the thick, brick
tower, almost the same size and shape of
the clock face show the force of the missiles.
The characteristic onion-shaped metal
part of the tower, so common the church
towers of Eastern Europe, now lies in the
grass of the church yard - only twisted aluminium. The longer part of the spire that
used to point toward heaven, marking the
church as the most prominent place in the
village, now lies in the yard pointing
nowhere.
Inside the church, light streams from
many new points in the roof, from which
also has come snow for the past five winters. The wood ceiling has jagged, splintered openings.
Every window has been broken, but
oddly so; most of them with a hole in the
centre, as if marauding juveniles had
thrown perfectly aimed baseballs methodically at each one. But there is no method
in the randomness of shrapnel; it just
explodes. I have collected shrapnel fragments from the street. They are heavy for
their size, often no larger than a bullet. All
are jagged. They are meant to penetrate
and to cut, but not neatly.
This is the Reformed Church in the

Croatian village of Hrastin. The name
means oak tree, and perhaps in the past a
large grove stood near. Today the furniture
factory, in an otherwise rural area suggests
a tradition of woodworking. The church is
scarred and vulnerable, much like the people who survived the war that broke up the
former Yugoslavia.
It is quiet inside the sanctuary, but it is
not the good silence of a place of worship;
it is the silence of the site of a tragedy. As
we stand absorbing the sights, the silence is
broken now and then by the birds that
make their way freely in and out of the
sanctuary.
Next door to the church, the manse is
different in many ways. In the randomness
of war damage, the manse escaped with
only minor damage, most of it cosmetic.
Shrapnel fragments pockmark the mortar,
but nothing worse. But the biggest difference is the sound from the inside. Voices lots of them, sometimes - break the
silence. Sometimes in song, sometimes in
prayer, sometimes in the confusion of multiple conversations - these are the living
voices of a congregation that still gathers in
worship in the front room.
It is a lively congregation, some young,
some not. They gather to worship, to
study, to pray and to have fellowship right
next door to, and in the shadow of the
church tower and its unexploded mortar.
This small group of believers is bursting
in a new way now. Five years after the war,
the congregation now has a new pastor. He
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has begun to lead services, to visit, to listen
and pray with the people, and to help them
believe they have reason to hope. And now,
for the first time in years, new people are
coming.
New songs are being sung - even a new
language has been adopted as the language
of worship, as the village makes a transition from its Hungarian [ethnic] past to its
Croatian present.
This is an historic time in the life of the
Reformed Church in post-war Croatia. It
is now ready to explode back into life in
many places like Hrastin. But it needs help.
Humanitarian aid will help with bricks and
mortar to repair the war damage, but who
will help the working pastors? That’s the
part of Presbyterians in other countries.
I’m glad I can report that there is an
Extra Opportunity Account established in
the Europe Office of the Presbyterian
Church, USA in which 100 per cent of
designated gifts will be forwarded immediately to the churches that need our support
in post-war Croatia.
For more information contact Duncan
Hanson, Coordinator for Europe,
Worldwide Ministries Division,
Presbyterian Church, United States, by
email at Duncan@ctr.pcusa.org or by post
at 100 Witherspoon
Street, Louisville, KY 40202-1396. FX 1
502 569 8039
ap

,
New year s resolutions
Margery Geddes

Hi boys and girls.
Happy New Year! I hope you had a
great holiday.
At the beginning of another New Year
it is good to make New Year’s resolutions. Do you know what they are?
Well it’s when you decide that you are
really going to try to do something good
all through this year, like keep your bedroom tidy, help mum with the dishes or
something like that.
The trouble is that we never stick at
these ideas for long, at least, most people don’t.
I don’t usually make New Year’s resolutions, but I did a couple of years ago.
And I kept to them all through the year.
But then I stopped, I got too busy with
other things.
Usually this happens because we are
sinful and selfish at heart. So to help us
keep our new decisions we really need
outside help. Now mum can remind us
or even help us, but she can’t make us
really want to. Only the Lord Jesus, by
his Holy Spirit in our hearts, can change

us and make us want to do the right
thing - all the time. And even then, we
don’t always listen to him and do as He
says.
Will you make a New Year’s resolution
this year? Our best decision is to give
our hearts and lives to the Lord Jesus, to
trust, love and obey Him.
Perhaps when you write you could tell
me what your resolution is, then I can
pray for you, for Jesus to help you. God
bless you.
Your friend
Margery Geddes

For You To Do
Paul told Titus in chapter 3 verse 1 to
be ready ...
Find it, write it out and that could be
your New Year’s resolution.

Send it to:
Margery Geddes, PO Box 36, Ashfield
NSW 2131
ap
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Scott Kroeger

Enhancing Worship

H

ere are some practical helps that
came from the recent Sydney
workshop on enhancing worship with multi-media.
Overhead Projectors: They can be used
in music, prayers, sermon outlines, illustrations, maps, notices (eg. babies in nursery),
missionary giving, youth events and more.
Borders, graphics and colours are attractive to the eye. Sunlight is a critical factor.
The more light from outside, the less effective the projector.
Develop a ministry for someone to run
the OHP each week-good for a young
teenager. You need a storage and retrieval
system that keeps the acetates safe and in
good condition.
There must be a good view from all
seats. Good screens are critical. Get the
right kind and one large enough to be seen
by all. Make it a permanent part of the
worship furniture.
Drama in Worship: This can communicate effectively. Visual story telling with
actors is very powerful, and an old and useful tool.
Establish a drama group in your congregation to act out a worship theme, or sermon point or sermon illustration. Use simple props and have a high-quality performance.
Music in Worship: You can still have
music even if you have no musicians.
Making use of midi files and compact discs
can certainly enhance a worship service.
In forming a worship band, the minimum you need is a keyboard, drums, and
bass. Commitment to excellence is paramount: band members must practise, and
lessons should be considered for those who
are below standard. Pay attention to copyright laws and get enough music for all
your team. Find a leader and include him or
her in the worship team leadership.
Sound Equipment: The key to good
sound is buying the right equipment from
the start. You must think ahead to possible
developments.
In-line speakers are used mainly for
speaking, not for music.
To get good sound with a full depth of

range you need a speaker system with
sound capabilities ranging from high tweeters down to woofers. Bose speakers are
exceptional but very expensive.
Try to buy new mixers and amplifiers,
but you can get good deals from bands that
have broken up and need the money. You
need a minimum of 16 channels, and probably a good mixer board.
Omni-directional microphones are better than bi-directional, but more expensive.
State of the art cordless microphones are
great if you can afford them, but keep a
good supply of batteries. Swing arm stands
are more versatile than straight pole stands.
Setting up each week can be a hassle. If
you have a constant pattern of placement,
make a wire harness that can be just rolled
out each week. Put speakers high on stands
- at ear level, ahead of the microphones to
avoid feedback. In an enclosed room, they
should be angled to an apex in the back centre; in an open area angle the speakers out
slightly.
With a large audience and big sound,
you will need feedback speakers for your
band and singers so they can hear themselves. They may also need monitors to
read music seen on projectors via video
playback.
To set up the equipment each week
industry professionals would be ideal, but
you must develop trained volunteers - and
back-up people.
Video Taping: Cassettes are outmoded
as a method of taping worship services.
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With video readily available, people prefer
to see as well as hear the service or sermon.
Camera placement is important - it should
be unobtrusive. Consider a good zoom
lens, and a video copy machine is helpful.
Data Projectors: These very expensive
machines combine overhead projectors,
words for music, sound and video plus animation and a host of other possibilities.
The benefit is that you work on it from a
computer, so you can integrate a other
material without having to go to several
incompatible sources. They require good
light, and a fast computer if you are streaming data from a video or animation. They
are the wave of the future.
For production video, TV and radio you
must use professionals. Weigh the cost of
production against the results of the ministry, which can be effective and far-reaching. You will also need a licence, which can
involve
considerable
red
tape.
Nevertheless, these should be encouraged.
They are on the cutting edge and let the
public see the public worship of God.
These forms need special equipment and
a special room, so when building or extending a church consult an architect.
Michael Wharton:
mwharton@ozemail.com.au
Scott Kroeger:
skroeger@aardvark.apana.org.au
ap
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Paul Cooper

The separation of Church
and Media

T

he news media have become an
important factor in framing the
thinking of our society. The
views expressed on television
and in the newspapers compete with the
education system to mould and shape the
mind of the world in which we live.
A newspaper article printed on Jesus
or a current affairs program on
Christianity will have, for good or for ill,
an enormous impact on general public
perception. Politicians have learned, and
we Christians also must learn, that we
ignore the media to our peril.
As in all things the quality of the
media varies. Some journalists are people
of professional standards and integrity
who earnestly seek to present the truth
and present a fair and balanced view. They
have their own philosophical or political
view on life but try, as best they are able,
not to allow this to colour their work.
Then there are those who are largely
interested in sensationalism and in what

will either sell newspapers or increase
ratings.
It is conflict that makes an interesting
story, so unfortunately the "church" usually only makes the news when there is a
clash of views, when there is some trouble
brewing or when there is a scandal.
When such things occur the media will
contact "the church" looking for a
spokesman. I believe that the best option
is to cooperate with the media. You need
to be careful in what you say and how
you say it but, in my experience, if you
are available and honest the media
respond positively.
Often input into a media story can
correct misinformation and give balance
to a story. The only other option is to
make no comment. This response always
arouses suspicion in the media and puts
the "church" in a bad light.
It would be wise if each state assembly
appointed a knowledgeable person, with
excellent communication skills, who

could be the contact person for media
when they need some comment on a
matter affecting the Presbyterian
Church.
A good relationship with the media
can only be to the benefit of the
gospel.
It is one thing to respond to media
interest it is quite another thing, however, to seek to use the media to deal with
difficulties within the church.
Some members of the church, in order
to achieve their own political or theological agendas within the church, seek to
use the media to pressure the church to
act in a certain way. This is ungodly.
The Presbyterian Church has its own
prescribed ways of dealing with issues,
whether they be theological controversy
or inappropriate behaviour by members
or office bearers. Part of what it means to
be a Presbyterian is to accept the decisions
of the appropriate decision-making body,
whether it be the congregational meeting,
committee of management, session or
assembly.
We Presbyterians have a very fair and
open process of decision-making and
review and once this system has been
utilised we must accept the decision even
if we personally disagree with the result.
To go to the media when a decision goes
against us is to seek to use the unbelieving world to judge on a "church" matter.
In 1 Corinthians 6:1-8 the Apostle
Paul makes it clear that to do so is wrong.
Such actions cause great hurt to the
Church of God, they impede the work
of the gospel and they earn the displeasure of God. They display a lack of spiritual sensitivity and a greater desire to win
the argument than to glorify God.
Paul Cooper
(pcooper@ptcsyd.wow.aust.com) teaches
at the Presbyterian Theological Centre,
Burwood (NSW).
ap
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Reconciliation: what comes first
Without the Gospel, Wik produces more heat than light, argues Bruce Christian.

A

lmost 10 years ago we celebrated
the Bicentenary of British settlement in this beautiful land of
Australia. The event sparked off
a decade of heart-searching about how we
treated the native inhabitants of the land,
what right we had to come and dominate
them, and what we ought to be doing now
to heal the hurt.
The focus today is on the stolen children and native title, and the key word is
reconciliation. For most of us the problem
is too complex and too difficult even to
have a clear opinion. We put it in the "too
hard" basket in our minds. The media are
no help to us - they seem bent on causing
as much dissent, confusion and polarisation in the community as they possibly
can. For them the equation is simple:
Lighting the "Wik" = potential fire = public attention = $$$.
But the Bible does give us some help as
we try to come to grips with the problem
in a God-honouring way. Two statements
from the apostle Paul combine to help us
see it more clearly from God's perspective.
The first is in a sermon he preached at
Athens (Acts 17:16-34). He said, "From
one man (God) made every nation of men,
that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he determined the time set for them
and the exact places where they should
live. God did this so that men would seek
him and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from each
one of us" (verses 26-27). This tells us
some interesting things about how our
sovereign God operates to control the
world he has made.
The following points are important:
•All humans have a natural relationship
with each other that crosses all ethnic
boundaries.
•Migration is an integral part of God's
plan for humankind.
•God overrules human affairs so that
kingdoms and empires rise and fall where

and when he pleases. Regardless of how it
came about in the past, the fact that white
people are here now is part of his sovereign plan for Australia. (And we are only
here for as long as our presence fulfils that
plan!)
•The underlying purpose of his 'migration-conquest-demise' plan is that "men
will seek and ... find him."
Paul's second statement is in a letter he
wrote to the Corinthians a short while
later. In 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 he spells
out exactly what God has done to make it
possible for us to "reach out for him and
find him," i.e. to be reconciled to him. Our
root problem is that we have been alienated from God. It's because of this alienation from him that we are alienated from
each other. Therefore, true reconciliation
with each other can only come about when
we are first reconciled to God.

T

hat is why Jesus was proclaimed as the
"Prince of Peace". All 'peace' movements
must begin with him. Notice Paul's clear
sequence in this passage: First be reconciled to God through Christ; then be part
of the process of reconciliation as his
ambassadors.
So, why are we here in Australia? As
part of the process by which God is reconciling men to himself. What is the very
first thing we must do to bring about reconciliation with the people who were here
before we came? Tell them about Jesus. Be
Christ's ambassadors.
God has brought us here as part of his
sovereign plan, and within that plan our
only justification for being here is to share
the Good News about his Son.
Does this sound too far-fetched? It is
exactly what the Bible says.
The exciting thing is that Aboriginal
Christians have proved it to be true. They
are reconciled to us - because they've been
reconciled to God. They are no longer tied
to the land because they are citizens of
heaven. What they have gained is infinitely
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greater than anything they might have lost.
It does remain to be said, of course, that
when we came we didn't only bring the
Good News of God's reconciling love - we
also brought unconverted hearts motivated by lust and greed, and prone to
exploitation and cruelty. We did many
more bad things than good things as we
forced the indigenous people off their
land. We did shameful things, and we
could have still fulfilled God's purposes
without these.
This has had two effects. It has made
our task as heaven's ambassadors much
harder and less effective, and it has created
today's complex situation where the path
of justice for all involved is anything but
clear.

T

wo centuries since our arrival there are
many indigenous people and many
'invaders' who are already reconciled to
each other because they have first been
reconciled to God. But the vast majority
on both sides have not taken that first step.
We can only leave it to the normal political
processes (under the sovereign hand of
God) to try to find a workable solution.
Our main role as the Church is to
address matters of the heart (to be specific, the greed which damns both white and
black alike) and not to lay down the way
the property should be divided (see Luke
12:13-15).
It is not our primary and urgent concern to be involved in the politics, but
rather to proclaim the Gospel as the only
basis for reconciliation, and to demonstrate that it works in all our relationships
within the Church regardless of the colour
of our skin.
Bruce Christian is Moderator General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, has ministered to the Rose Bay congregation in NSW
for 18 years, is a Trustee of both the General
Assembly of Australia, and the Assembly of
NSW, and is Convener of the Theological
Education Committee.
ap

